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SKYKOIITISH SCENIC RIVER RECREA]IONAI, ACCESS STUDY

Ttus study ls an effort to begtn to The Advlsory Board and State
resolve unmntrolled publtc access Parks want as many tnterested
to the Slrykomtsh Rlver. local lndtvtduals as posstble to revlew

, clilzens and other rtver tnterests thts study and lts flndtngs and help
dlrected the State Parks Scenlc determlne the best short term and
Rlvers Program to study the prob- long range solutlons for managlng
lem of prtvate propert5r trespass publlc use of thls outstandlng rlver
and hrgh'concentraUons of publlc and protectlng prtvate property.
use along the Slcykomlsh Scenlc
Rlver S5rstem. The Slrykomfsh
Scenlc Rlver Cltlzen Advlsory Board
and State Parks Scentc Rtver stalf
have conducted publlc workshops
throughout the vallqg to gather rec-
ommendaUons to solve these rlver
problems. Ttrls study ls the result
of those workshops and other
expert advlce.

THE PURPOSE
OF THE STUDY
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History qnd Gools
of the-scenic Rivers
Progrom

The Washinglon State Scenlc Rivers
Program began ln 1977 wlth the
Revlsed Code of Washtng$on tRCIV)
79.72 whlch provtdes an opportu-
ntty for rlvers of orceptlonal quallty
to be protected and preserved.
Rlvers possesslng outstandlng
natural, scenlc, htstorlc, ecologlcal,
and recreatlonal value arc ellglble
for deslgnaUon. The Slrykomlsh
Rtver and several trlbutarles were

,recognlzd for these qualltles ln
1977. and as a result. became the
Ilrst State Scenlc Rlver tn the
system.

In 1986 the Washlngton State
Parks and Recreatlon Comrnlsslon
lnltlated actlve management of the
State Scentc Rtvers Prograrn.
Conslstent wlth the leglslatton, the
Scenlc Rlvers Program works to: l)
coordtnate the actMtles of federal
and state agencles and local
governments whose pollcles allect
the rlver corrldon 2) protect the
rlghts of private property ov/ners
wlthln the deslgnated area. Also
wlthln the goals of the Program ls
theJob of f;acllltatlng use of the
rtver by the publlc for water related
acUvltles.

Overseetng the Program marlage-
ment process ls the Committee of
Particlpatlng Agencles. Repre-
sented on the committee are the
state departments of Ecologr,
Fisherles, Wildlife, Natural Re-
sources, and Thansportatlon. Also
represented are the State Parks
and Recreatlon Commisslon, the
Interagency Commlttee for Outdoor
RecreaUon, the Wastrtngton Asso-
clatton of Countles, the Assoclailon
of Washlngton ClUes. and the
prtuate sector. ln addltlon, repre-
sentaWes of all local Jurlsdlctlons
assoclated wlth a deslgnated rlver
partlclpate as members of an
expanded Commlttee. Thls group,
called the Rtver Councll, oversees,
the development of actlons to be
lmplemented localty.

To date. the Slrykomtsh River
System ls the only'Washlngton
State Scenlc Rlver. The rlver
segments lncluded ln the
Slrykomlsh System, and shown ln
Flglure l, are: the maln stem from
the town of Sultan to the conflu-
ence of the North and South Forks
below Index (14 mtles): the South
Fork and lts maJor tributary the

$e Rlver from Tle lake (34 mlles);
the Beckler Rtver from ltsJunctton
wlth the Rapld Rlver to the conflu-
ence wlth the South Fork (8 mlles);
and the North Fork to theJunctlon
wlth Bear Creek (l I mlles).

The Skvkomish
Monog-ement Process

Central to Scenlc Rlver manage-
ment ls the lnvolvement of local
cltlzens and lnterest groups. The
Program acknowledges and func-
tlons accordtng to the ldea that no
publlc actlon can replace the wlse
use of a rtver by those ltvLeg along
It. Furthermore, effectlve rlver
management cannot succeed
wlthout local consensus and
support. To formallze the actlve
cltlzen tnvolvement that was
occurrlng along the Slqykomish, a
Cttlzen Mvlsory Eloard was created
tn September 1988. The Board,
represenUng a full spectrum of
rlver users, land owners, forest
managers, and concerned cltlzens,
serves as a focal potnt for the
dlrectlon of the Program.
The Adulsory Board dellned as tts
role: belng leaders ln management
of the Slcykomlsh Rtven drafttng
goals and obJectlves for scenlc rlver
management; performlng prlmary
revlew of actlon plans; and, helping
further communltSr lnvolvement ln
conserrratlon of the Slcykomlsh
Scenlc Rtver. Of the goals and
obJectlves the Board presented to
the Rlver Councll for acceptance, a
prlorlty ltem was rlver access. (For
a c.omplete copy of the Goals and
ObJecttves, see Appendlx A.)

INTRODUCTION
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Implementatton of the goals and
obJectlves compiled by the Board ls
betng accompllshed through a
serles ofAcUon Plans. Focuslngon
one AcUon Plan at a ilme, the flrst
to be tackled ls a recreatlonal
access study. The goal ls to
formtrlate a plan to manage publlc
access to the river. The maJor
obJectlves are:

O to get the publlc dlspersed away
from State Htghway 2

O to provlde adequate factlttles for
boatlng put-ln and take-out

Q to deter trespass

The plan plso lnvolves developlng a
network of contact people for the
access study and other recreatlon
and consewaUon obJectlves. The
lnformatlon has been compiled tn
the Slqykornlsh Scenlc Rtver
Consenratlon and Re creailon
Dlrectory. 

,r

The Access Problem

Inadequate publlc access to the
Slgrkomtsh Rlver has been a
problem for a number of years. In
the l98O Slrykomfsh ValleyArea
Comprehenstve Plan prepared by
Snohomlsh County Plannlng
Department, the publlc orpressed
concern about lnsulllclent access.
More recently, the concern for
access has been documented tn all
publtc meettngs held by the Scenlc

Rlver Program along the
Slcykornlsh. These clilzen concerns
are reflected tn the Goals and
ObJecttves outllned by the Advlsory
Board.

The Slrykomlsh River ls one of the
most popular recreaUonal rivers In
Washtngton. In the last ten years
recreaUonal use of the rlver has
lncreased dramaUcalty, as has the
dtverslty of use. The largest stngle
source of lncreased use ls ln the
commerclal ralttng buslness. The
Slrykoml,sh Rlver ls the second
most boated rlver ln the State, wtth
estlmates of lO,OO0 to 15,000
people boatfng peryear. Other
lncreased recreatlonal acUvltles
tnclude lnner tubtng, prlvate
ralUng, prlvate and commerclal
kayaking, slghtseelng, plcnlcklng,
shorellne and drlft boat ffshlng,
and mlscellaneous actMtles such
as sun bathtng and swimmtng.
Users of the rlver tnclude local
resldents, Puget Sound urbanltes,
as well as tn-state and out-of-state
visttors drlvlng through on Scenlc
Hlghway 2.

The avallablllty of public land
access to the rlver has not been
sufllclent to accommodate the
tncreased usage and has resulted
tn problems of:

Q trespasshg on prlvate property

O parktng congestlon on shoulders
of matn roads and hlghways

O sanitatlon problems

0 wtde-spread littertng

D safety concerns

This study wlll identl$ alternaUves
for dlspersed access along the
Slrykomish River to provlde for day-
use visitatlon, white water raltlng
and kayaklng, and drift boat and
bank flshlng. The study wlll
formulate a plan for an approprlate
level offacllltles so as not to attract
more use of the rtyer and further
encumber local towns.

[imirofions
of This Report

Thls access plan ls llmited to
provlslon ofday-use sltes. Access
can include a range of actMtles
from day-use swlmmlng or boatlng,
to overnlght carnplng and tratls.
Whlle camplng and tralls requlre
attentlon, the greatest access
pressures and conlllcts on the
S\rkomtsh Rtver at present are
from dayttme recreatlon. Provtdlng
day-use publlc access sltes ls the
Ilrst prlortty gtven the problems of
trespasslng, hlghway parklng
congestlon, and sanitatlon. It ls
recommended that future plannlng
by the Mvlsory Board and the
Scenlc Rtver Program lnclude an
evaluatlon of overnlght camplng
and trall needs.
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A Communify
lnvolvement-Process
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Sltes capable of provldlng access
were then ldentllled vla:

D fleld vlslts

Q a prelimtnary stte lnventory
(Appendix B)

O publlc comments durlngwork-
shops

O personal contact from area
resldents

O ldentlflcaUon of publlc lands
adJacent to the rlver

The maJorit5r of sltes ldentlfled were
areas wlth a hlstory of unmanaged
publlc use, often at the expense of
the envlronment and prlvate
property rlghts.

Next, sltes were erraluated as to
thetr sultablltt5r for publlc access
based on the program elements.

The foundatlon of the approach
used here ls the lnput recelved
from recreaUonal users and clUzens
along the Slrykomlsh Rtyer. The
Slgrkomlsh River Cltlzen Advlsory
Board ts the cata$st for thls publlc
lnvolvement process. The Board
lniUated the access study and
sponsored workshops to collect
publlc oplnlon and concerns
regardlng access. The Board was
consulted monthly throughout the
study and revlewed the plan as lt
wolved. Board members also
provlded vltal lnformatlon about
rlver access areas and problems, as
well as an overall context for under-
standlng the lssue.

Iniild lnput from cltlzens came
from workshops tn 1988 addresstng
the Program as a whole. When
asked what lssues were of most
concern, access repoatedly sur-
faced. To assess speclflc concerns
regardtng access, publlc workshops
were held tn Indeq Slrykornlsh, and
Sultan durlng the Sprlng of 1989.
At the meetLngs, small groups, or
'Llstenlng Posts'were formed to
record the ldeas and concerns of
the partlclpants. Thls tnformatlon
formed the gloundwork fior the
study slnce prlorlt5r problems and
problem sltes were ldentlfled.

In additlon to the publc work-
shops, recreatlonal user groups
and tndlvlduals were contacted.
Local sportsmen's clubs, bank
Ilshermen, drift boaters, kayakers,
rafters, and locals contrlbuted to
the lnput process, expresstng
concerns as well as lnformatlon
about preferred sltes and priority
needs.

Property owners were another
target group contacted. Prtvate
lndMduals, local buslnesses, and
large land holders such as Burllng-
ton Northern Railroad, Weyer-
hauser. and Plurn Creek Tlmber
were reached for tnput regardlng
trespass and access lssues. Fed-
eral, state, county, and local
governments offered slrnllar tnput.

Mdltlonal lnformatlon was ob-
talned from prevtous reports, fleld
obsenraUons, and consultatlon wlth
the Commlttee of PartlctpaUng
Agencles and the Slrykomlsh Rtver
Councll.

The lnventory provlded crlterla for
waluaUng sltes capable of provtd-
lng publlc access and soMng
access problems. These crlterla, or
'program elements' were: recrea-
tlonal needs, local communlty
needs, type ofproper$r ownershlp,
safety concerns, and whether sltes
mlntmlzed use of Hlghway 2.

METHODOLOGY
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PTANNING PROCESS

1 Formrrlatc Plnn
Goale

DeIIne plan goals and
obJectlves

2 Invcntory

Collect lnformatlon on cur-
rent access problems and
needs
A ptbltc lnpud t, uorkshops
Q crc.rf.act w lth rme atlonal

groups and. Indlvlduab
Olfteld uislts
Ootherreprts

3 ConductAnalysle

Develop evaluatlng
crlterla from
program needs

Identlfy capab llltlr sttes
Apply ownershlp crtterla

4 Evalustc

Evaluate slte suttablllty
uslng program crlterla
Dnmpare andprlorltlze

sites

Descrlbe sltes
Make recommendatlons

per slte
Dralt slte development

plans and costs for
hlgh prlorlty sltes

6 Dcflne Plan and
Inplementatlon

Outllne tmplementatlon
Make recommendatlons

Declde publtc revlew
process

Recelve publlc revlew
& rwlse

Implementailon
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Overrriew

Informatlon about access problems
and posstbllltles was collected
through a vartety of methods as de-
scrtbed in the Methodology chapter.
For the purpose of summarldng the
lnput recelved by resldents and re-
creaUonlsts of the Slrykomlsh. the
Slrykomlsh Scenlc Rlver System ls
dtvlded lnto segments. The seg-
ments referred to ln thts dlscusslon
are as follows: the maln stem, from
Sultan eastward to the conlluence
of tlre North and South Forks; the
North Fork from the conlluence to
Bear Creek the South Fork from
the confluence to Tle Lake and ln-
cludlng the Beckler FUver up to
Rapld Rlver.

Skykomish Moin A Tfespasstng and litter are
concerns throughout the area.

A Sultan does not orperlence
much lmpact from commerclal
raftlngf given the calmer quallty of
the lower Slqykomish.

O A need was ecpressed for devel-
opment of overntght camptng facill-
ties near Sultan and exploratlon of
trall development along the river.

Recreqtionol Use

A Non-boater use of the maln
stem, such as plcnlcklng, swlm-
mtng, sunbatllng, and watchtng
boaters, ls dlspersed throughout
the corrldor. A maJorlty of loca-
tlons lrrvolve trespasslng on prlvate
property. Of the sltes used, one of
the more popular ls Htgh Brldge
(slte 8) whlch ls owned by the De-
partment of Wldltfe.

Boat watchtng ts especlally popr-rlar
adJacent to "Boulder Drop" (Just
west of Anderson Creek), a Class V
rapld at hlgh water. Here (slte l2),
on the south banh concern and
frustratton about trespasslng has
been openly or.pressed by the land
owner.

The maln stem olfers llttle by way
of publlcly owned access to the
rlver for plcnlcldng, swtrnrnl:rg,
sunbathlng, or slghtseelng.

Stem

A publlc workshop sponsored by the
Advtsory Board was held ln the
town of Sultan, located at the
western boundary of the Scenlc
corrldor. to hear cltlzen concerns re-
gardlng publlc access to the
Slcykomlsh Rlver. The matn points
brought up tn the meeUng were:

Generql

O Sultan experlences hlgh levels
of dlverse recreatlonal use.

O Drlft boatlng ls popular and
Sultan's Sportsman's Park (slte l)
provldes a launch slte. Thts slte,
owned by Sultan and the Depart-
ment of Wtldltfe, has problems wlth
lltter, parklng congestton, and
general destructlon of the envlron-
ment. Recent renovaUons by the
Club and Sultan restdents have lm-
proved the slte markedly.

O Bank llshermen use the Sultan
area heavtly and cause congestlon
by parklng along Marur Road
desplte a publlc access and parklng
slte less than a quarter mile down
the road (slte 4).

B Mdltlonal sltes whlch unofll-
clal$ provlde parldng and non-
boater access were ldentlfled. On
the map, these sltes are 2,3, and 5.

INVENTORY
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O F)shlng use of the Slqykomlsh
is dtspersed along the maln stem,
and needs vary for the two mdn
types of flshlng: bank flshing and
drt{t boating. Bank flshermen ac-
cess the rlver through a myrlad of
locatlons, some of the primary sltes
are numbers 6,7, a,10, and 14.
Several fishermen have expressed
thelr concern over the lmpact of
ralUng on flsh durlng spawnlng and
low water.

Drlft boat flshermen are more
Itmtted tn where they access the
rlver glven the need for a launch
ramp and avoldance of maJor
raplds. Hlgh Brldge (slte 8) ls the
mo.st popular slte for drlft boaters
who then float to Sultan or Monroe.
The Htgh Brtdge and Sultan launch
sltes provlde the key access needs
for t]le drlft boaters; however,
mlsuse and overcrowdtng of the
sltes create problems for all users.

O Ralters generally put-ln on
etther fork of the Slqrlromlsh and
take-out at Hlgh Brldge after
havlng run Boulder Drop. Com-
merclal rafUng groups, wlth any-
where fiom elght to 5O people per
company, and usually two or more
companles runnlng the sarne day,
deltver large numbers of people,
vehlcles, and equipment to the stte.
Htgh Brtdge ts tdeal for rafUng use
(as lt ls for drlft boatin$ strnce lt ls
located downstream from all maJor
raplds and provldes plent5r of open
space fcr take-out actlvliles. Llfe

Jackets and helmets are requlred on
the Slrykomtsh Rtver.

In order to minlmlze raftlng Lnpact
as much as possible, the maJorlty
of rafttng companles are metlcttlous
about not leavlng any lttt.er on the
rlver or the sltes. Some make a
polnt of educating t}elr passengers
about river care.

Non-commerctal raftfurg slte use ls
bastcally the same as commerclal,
wlth the exceptlon that group slze
ls usually smaller. Glven the
fndMdual nature of prtvate use,
prop€r dlsposal of lltter ls less con-
trolled.

O Kayaldng ls popular along the
mdn stem. The most common
runs are: from Sultan Sportsman's
Park to Monroe; from Hlglr Brtdge
to Sultan Sportsman's Park from
sttes lO & l1 to Hlgh Brtdge, called
Blg Eddy Stretch; from sltes 12 &
14 to Btg Eddy or Hlgh Bddge,
called Boulder Stretch; from
Sunset Falls to Hlgh Brldge.

The Blg Eddy Stretch ls a favorlte
for novlces and ls often used by
kayaldng classes. The run from
Sunset Falls (on the South Fork) to
Hlgh Brldge ls consldered the
second best maJor run fcrr kayakers
tn Washtngton. None of the put-ln
sltes on the maln stem upstream
from Hlgh Brldge are on publlc
property, and parklng on small
hlghway pullouts creates hazard-
ous congestlon.
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North Fork
-,/'

Ttre r#jin polnts brougfrt up at the
meetlng sponsored by theAdvlsory
Boa-rd in Index wlth regard to
pub{lc river access were:

Generol

O Weekend rafting ls the blggest
access lssue for the town of Index
(slte 16). I-arge numbers of rafttng
companles and lndlvlduals put ln
at Index to float down to Hlgh
Brldge. Insulllclent parklng and
road congestlon are problems.
Accompanylng the lnlhx of vtsltors
ls a problem wlth lltter and the
need for better sanltatlon faclllUes.
as well as facilltles for changtng
clothes and plcntcklng.

O The economlc beneflts brought
to the local communl$r by vlsltors
ls notlced, thereby htghltghtlng the
need to accommodate rfuer use
whlle protectfng the lntegrlty of
both rtver and town.

O Resldents are concerned about
trespasslng and destrucUon of
property, as well as general deterlo-
ratton of the stream bank envlron-
ment.

O Small groups, such as flsher-
men and kayakers. pose relaUve\r
llttle problem.

SKYKOMISH SCENIC
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typicalty three to eight people with
one or two cars at each end of the
run.

O Rafters wlll sometlmes use slte
15, west of Inde.:q for put-tn and
safety classes. Other sltes ln and
around Inderc that are used are L7
and 19. These lrlvolve trespasstng
and/or crowdlng the road wtth
parked cars.

Recreolionol Use

O Upstream from Index, use of
the river ls diverse. Many tnformal
sites support kayalrfng, plcnlcklng,
camplng, and flshlng. Relatlvely
little use ls made of the upper
North Fork by ralters. The boating
season on the North Fork ls shorter
than the South Fork and is gener-
ally over by early July.

A Much of t-Ile land along the
North Fork ls owned by the U.S.
Forest Serylce. Thelr poltcy of
dispersed use allows rtver access
for kayaklng, plcntcktng, camplng,
and llshing. As use lncreases ln
the area, gFeater protectlon of the
land and water from rnlsuse seems
necessar5r. Already at several sltes,
such as slte 25, people commonl5r
drtve vehlcles along the stream
bank and through the water. Ttrls
destroys the bank envlronment and
dlsrupts the riverbed, an lmportant
flsh habltat.

O The U.S. Forest Serrrlce oper-
ates two campgrounds on the North
Fork. Tfoublesome Creek Camp-
ground ls wlthln the Scenlc $ys-
tem, San Juan Carnpground ls not.

O Three sltes commonl5r used by
non-boaters and kayakers on tJ:e
North Fork are on prtuate property
(sttes 2l, 23, 241. Slte 2l at TFout
Creek ls a popular put-ln and take-
out locaUon for kayakers. Kayak-
tng group slze ln thts area ls
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South Fork

The followlng hlghlghts the key
polnts e4pressed at a publlc
workshop held tn the town of
Slqykomlsh and at a meetlng wlth a
local communtty organ,zatlon.

Generol

O The prlmary access problems
around Skykomish are lltter,
trespasstng, and parldng, all as a
response to a lack ofpubllc access.

O The Slrykomfsh area ercperl-
ences a greater dlverstt5r of use
compared to the town of Index
where rafttng ls a predomlnant
lssue. Use around Slrykomlsh ts a
mlx of lnnertublng, flshlng, plcnlck-
tngl, swlmmtng, camping, ralttng,
and kayalCng.

O The Beckler Rlver gravel bar ls
the most popular access slte ln the
area (slte 42). The slte ls prlvately
owned. Use ls seasonal. The bulk
of rafUng and kayaklng ls between
Aprtl and ear$ July. The area ls
sandy and cars regularly need
towtng asslstance. Safety concems
for Innertubers on the Beckler Rtver
were expressed.

tr RecreaUonlsts common\r park
along Hlghway 2 where the road
crosses the Slrykomlsh Rtver (slte
4fl, caustng congestlon and safety
concerns.

SI(YKOMISH SCENIC RIVER RECREATIONAL ACCESS STUDY
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O An access point used prtmartly
by locals ls slte 4l on property
owned by the adJacent Dell store
ownerwho has also made a plcnlc
table arrallable for publlc use.

tr Clilzens of Slrykomtsh wlsh to
reserve the communlty ballpark
and facllltles for communlty use.
As recreatlonal pressures lncrease
ln the area, resldents are concerned
the town slte wlll be mlsused.

tr F'tsherman use of the rlyer ls
htgh around Slrykomlsh, but thetr
lmpact ls consldered low.

O Ttespasstng ls a maJor concem
of a local resldentlal communlt5r on
the South Fork, gtven the potenUal
for ltablllty clatms, slnce they own
property adJacent to two of the
three large waterfalls on the
Slrykomtsh. Safety lnformatlon ls
seen as cruclal given the dangerous
rtver condltlons. A htgh prlorlty for
the comrnunlty ls keeplng the
natural envlronment clean and
protected.

Recreqlionol Use

D The South Fork features three
laqge waterfals, Ea$e Falls (fi-u-
thest upstream), Canyon Falls, and
Sunset Falls. The scenlc beaut5r of
the falls draws vlsltors and recrea-
tlonlsts allke, and consequently,
poses a serlous safety lssue. The
rlver can look decepttve$ tame, and
fatal accldents have occurred for

people unaware of the falls or thelr
power. Safety and publlc educatlon
about the rlver have been repeat-
edly meniloned ln dlscussions
regarding rlver access. Trespasslng
ts also a problem slnce Canyon and
Sunset Falls are flanked by prlvate
properly on both sldes of the rlver.

t.

O Commerclal raftlng on the
South Fork ls most healy down-
stneam of the falls. A popular run
ls from below Sunset Falls (slte 32)
to Hlgh Brldge. Thls preferred loca-
tlon poses conlllcts slnce there ls
no publc access. The Forest
Servlce ls currently planntng to
develop an access slte along ML
Index Road, slte 30. RaIUng also
occurs further upstream, from the
Beckler Rlver (slte 42) to U.S.
Forest Servlce Money Creek Camp-
ground (slte 4O) and on other
stretches ofthe upper South Fork
Use ln these areas ls prlmarlly non-
commerclal.

O Llke rafters, kayakers favor the
Sunset Falls to Htgh Brtdge run.
and ln fact, lt ls constdered the
second best maJor ka)"ak run ln
Washlng$on. Ihyakers unolllctally
use Deparbnent of Flsherles
property from wtrlch to launch, and
the Washlngton l{ayak Club has
permlsslon of an adJacent land
owner for crosslng hls propertY.

I{ayakers also paddle from the
Beckler Rlrrcr to Money Creek
Campground (stte 40) or Barlng
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(slte 36). Near the Beclder River,
boaters put ln at the gravel bar (stte
42), or offHlghway 2 (stte 47), or at
the Slrykomfsh commtmit5r ball-
park. (Cltizen concern about publlc
use of thts slte ts rliscussed above.)
State Patrol dlscourages use of slte
47 due to the hlghway shoulder
congestlon and safety hazards.

Dcpert kayakers put-ln at the
confluence of the Rapld Rtver wlth
the Beckler Rlver (stte 46) and run
down to the conlluence wlth the
Slgrkomlsh, uttllzlng sltes 42,47,
or the ballpark (Problems wlth
each of these ls dlscussed above.)

tr Non-boater use of the South
Fork ts dlspersed along the river,
wlth a maJor danger area betng
near the three falls. Non-boater
use lncludes lnnertubtng. swtm-
mlng, sunbathtng, and plcnictrdng.

0 Bank flshtng occurc through-
out the South Fork and Beckler.
F'lshermen make us| of roadslde
pullouts for parkfng wherever
posstble.

Figure 4 South Fork Mop

gurtA o\
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Progrom Elements

Flom the needs and concerns of
cltlzens and recreatlonlsts collected
durtng the lnventory, a ltst of
program elements emerged- The
elements were used as crlterla to
evaluate access opportunltles along
the Slcykomtsh Rlver.

Criterio for Evoluoting
Access Sifes

A) Rccrcatlonal nccda: requlre-
ments for rrarlous rtver-user
groups.

l) Rafterg. North Fork put-tn,
South Fork put-tn, take-out on
maln stem. eddtes, parklng for 2O
to 3O cars, sanltaUon and changlng
faclltUes, sta$ng areas;
2) Drlft boatcrs. Put-ln and take-
out on lower stretch, launch slte,
parking, sanltatlon;
3) Bsnt flghcrmcn. Access along
length of rlver, parilfng:
4) Knyatcre. North Fork put-tn,
South Fork put-tn and take-out,
put-tn and take-out below raplds,
parklng, sanltatlon;
6) Plcntckcrg arrd elghtaccrc.
Scenlc vlewpolnts, parklng, sanlta-
tlon facllldes:
6) Localc and othcr non-epcclflc
groups. Incatlons for lnner tublng,
swlmmlng, sunbathlng, camptng,
sanltaUon facllltles.

B) Communit5z necdc reductng
recreatlonal user lmpact on local
communlUes by dlspersing access,
reductng congestion, limitlng trafllc
flow through nelghborhoods, and
dtverting tourlst use away from
local recreatlonal parks and
facllittes.

C) Owncrsldp: publlcly owned, or
wtlllttg sellers of prtvately owned
property. Sltes on publtc land
requlre wtlllngness on part of
ownlng agency to collaborate ln
provldtng lmproved access. Sltes
on pdvate property reqtrlre a wllllng
seller.

D) Safcty: hazards, both natural
and man-made, whtch may affect
use, such.as unsafe terraln or
pro:dmlty to rallroad ltnes; abtllty of
slte locatlon to reduce Hlghway 2
congesUon.

E) Envlron"'cntal lnpact: poten-
tlal harrn to an area as a result of
developtng slte; potenttal beneflt to
Ern area as a result of managlng use
and reduclng adverse effects from
current use patterns.

F) Dtepcrelng usc away fnom
Hlghway 2: sltes that dlrect trafllc
away frrom HW z|n order to reduce
safety hazards and shoulder
parldng.

Site Copobility

The next step in the analysts
lnvotved constderlng all sltes that
could possibly alleviate the access
problems described durlng work-
shops and obsewed along the rlver.
F'lfteen sites were ldentlfled as
havtng this capabtllty. (see Meth-
odolory for elaboratlon of process.)

Because the Scenlc Rlvers Program
can only acqulre land from wltllng
sellers or work cooperatlve$ with
publlc agency owners, a'Ilrst cuf
was made on the ltst of sltes. Four
sites were ellmlnated on thts basis:

O Slte 2. Matn stem. Thts slte ts
owned by Burllngton Northern and
is not for sale, nor ls an easement
an optlon. ffhts slte was consld-
ered for tts capablltty to provlde
publlc parklng.)

A Callahan propert5r, South Fork
near Sunset Falls. Ttrls slte was
oflered as a cooperaflve-use slte,
but lles vdthfn a prlrrate restdentlal
communlt5r and ls not avallable for
publtc use.

O Garland property, South Fork
near Sunset Falls. Thls slte Les
wlttrln a prtvate resldentlal commu-
nlty and ls not avallable for publtc
use.

aaaataaaooaaaotoaaaaaaoaaaaaaaaaaooaaao

ANATYSIS
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A F'lve acres, South Fork near
Sunset Falls. Same as above.

The eleven sltes that remalned for
evaluatlon were:

Stte I

Slte 8
Stte lO
Stte 12
Slte 13
Slte 15
Slte 18
Slte 20

Slte 30
Stte 32
Slte 42

Sultan
Sportrsman's Club
Htgh Brldge
Btg Eddy
Barber prcperty
Mega Resort
Index USFS
Indo<-Galena Road
Snohomlsh Co.
near Index
Cable Drop
Sunset Falls
Beckler Rlver
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Sire suirobiliry Site Descriptions ond
Recommeridotions

Eleven sltes remalned after consld-
erlng ownershlp. These sltes were
arranged tn a matrix (Flgure 6) to
help assess the suttabillt5r of each
locatlon for meetlng program
crtterla. Rlver secUons were also
tncluded to lnsure that the varlous
access needs and lssues ln a glven
rlver sectlon were addressed.

After consldertng the suttabtllty of
each slte for publlc access, the sltes
were compared and pdorltlzed. Ac-
cess locatlons fell lnto htgh, me-
dlum, and low prtority groups
accordlng to: l) thetr potentlal for
meeUng access needs ln a $ven
rlver sectlon, and 2) the feaslblltty
of acqulsltlon and development
compared to other sltes ln the area.

low priority siles

Sitc 1: The Sultan stte ls owned by
the Department of Wldllfe. The
Iocal Sportsman's Club leases the
slte to provtde drlft boat access,
plcnlcktng, and parktng. Currently,
the city and the club both help
malntatn the area, and have
reccntly made lmprovements on the
slte. The stte meets the needs of
drlft boaters and others who uUllze
a put-tn and take-out on the lower
stretch of the deslgnated rlver.
Stnce the slte ls falrly well looked
after under current arrangements,
It ls a low prlorlty slte.

Rccommcndatlong: Should the
slte at some tlme ln the future

,requlre addlUonal asslstance
knaintalntng the slte, then the
Scenlc Rtvers Program should
conslder such asslstance.

Sltc 18: The Index-Galena Road
stte conslsts of a prtvately owned
lot across the brldge foom the town
of Indoc The slte would provlde
parking and sanltaUon faclltUes for
the kayakers and rafting groups
that put-ln at Inderc The slte ls not
a{Jacent to the rlver, therefore
publlc use of thls slte would
lncrease pedestrlan tralllc across
the road and brtdge and potentlall5r
create more congestlon and safety
problems than edst currenty.

Actual rtverbank access ls not
provlded by thts slte. Other sltes ln
the area have greater potentlal for
providtng better access (sttes 15
and 20). At tttis polnt tn tlme, the
slte ls avallable on a rental basls
only, and unless thts changes, the
slte has low prlorlty for the State
Rlver Program.

Recommcndstlons: Slte l8
should be consldered on$ tf other
more preferred sltes ln the area
prove to be unavallable for develop-
ment and f acqtrlsltlon ts posslble.

EVALUATION
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Ficrure 6
SiFe Copobility Morrix

Sulton
Club
Pork
1

Hish
Bridge

U

Borber
property

12

Mego
Resorl

l3

lndex
USFS

l5

Index
Goleno
Rood
IB

Snoh. Co.
porks
lond
20

Sunsef
Folls
DOF
32

Beckler
River
grovel
bor 42

Coble
Drop

30

Big Eddy
DNR side

l0

North Fork neor lndex

Soulh Fork below folls

South Fork neor Beckler River

Moin slem

Moin stem below ropids

Moin slem western boundory

Rofiers

Fishermon

Driftbooters

\ Picnickers & sighlseers

Locol use/misc.

Reduces community congestion

ond conflicl

O,vned publicly or by willing seller

No sofety hozords

Minimum environmentol impoct

Locoted on other thon Hwv 2

ronk

"1 Undertow
'2 Steep tenain, direaly off Hwy 2. Upstroam lrom Bolder Drop.

Hazard for swimmers and novice boaters.
'3 Direcdy upstream from Boulder Drop.

Hazard for swimmers and novics boaters.
'4 Bridge fatfic salety concems
'5 Proximity to falls
'6 Steep tenain
^1 Rsntal basis
^2 Fish operations impact
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Medium priority sires

Site 1O: The Blg Eddy slte on the
west bank of the rlver (the river
flows north at thls potrnt) ls used
heavllyby lndMdual kayakers and
classes ofnovlce boaters who need
to avold Boulder Drop rapld. The
locatlon ts also popular wtth
flshermen. Cars pull olf Hqy2
from a fast section of the htghway
creatlng a dangerous sltuatlon. To
reach the rlver, people trespass
Burllnglton Northern Railroad rlght
of way and are ln dangerous
pro:dmity to the track and/or
crosslng the busy track Because
of these dangers. developlng acc:ess
on the west slde of the rlver ls not
belng consldered by the Program.

The optlon ls to conslder access to
thls potnt ln the rlver from the
opposlte banh the east slde. Road
access would be offRelter Road
through elther Department of
Natural Resources property or
Burllng;ton Resources property. A
road would have to be constructed
from Relter Rd. to the access slte
on the rlver.

Such a slte could reduce HW 2
tra-fllc and avold rall ltnes. [Ihe
railbed ls abandoned on tfre east
slde.)

Rccornrncndatlon^s: Future con-
slderatton of the east-slde slte ts
warranted gtven the htgh use ln the

area by kalrakers and flshermen
and the safety concerns when ac-
cesstng from Hwy 2. Whether or
not access from Hury 2 could be
prwented slnce the eastern access
would be less dtrect, needs to be
determlned. Dlscusslon wlth DNR
and Burlteglon Resources ls
needed to conslder the feastbtltty of
access from thls {east) slde.

A further optlon to conslder ls
worklng wlth the Department of
Ttansportatlon and the prlrrate
landowner of slte I I to provtde a
large pull-out and left-turn lane.
Slte 11 avolds the rallroad track
danger whlle provldtng dlrect
access offHwy 2, and ls stlll
downstream of Boulder Drop.

Slte 12: Stte l2 ls owned by an
tndMdual wtlltng to conslder
selllng. The property runs adJacent
to and upstream from Boulder
Drop, and ls trespassed by kayak-
ers and slghtseers wlshlng to
orperlence or wltness others
experlenctng the raplds. Access ls
from Huy 2 and as such presents
safety concerns slmtlar to stte lO.

Recommcndatlong: Thls slte
warrants conslderatlon glven the
popularlty of Boulder Drop and
current trespass problems. Con-
slderatlon must be gtven to rtver
safety concerns for provldlng publlc
boatlng access adJacent to Class V
raplds.

Sitc 2O: Snohomlsh County Parks
owns thls properly approxlmately
3/4 of a mile east of Index adja-
cent to the North Forh The site ls
undweloped and would requlre
road construcUon and easements
through private property to reach
the slte. Snohomlsh County ts
wtlling to conslder land use op-
tlons. The tos'n of Index has sug-
gested the parcel for town park use
in thetr comprehenstve plan.
Compared to the relatlve ease of
developlng slte 15, slte 2O ranks as
a Iesser prlorlty.

Rccommendatlong: Should slte
l5 prove unfeaslble, then slte 2O ls
a reasonable optlon to conslder.
Addtilonally, as rlver use and
access needs lrcrease, thls slte
may lncrease ln prlorlty.

High priority sircs

Followlng ls a descrlpUon of hlgh
prlorlty sltes betng consldered by
the Scenlc RVers Progpam for
provldtng publlc access to the
Slrykomtsh. The sketches accom-
panytng four of the descrlptlons
offer ldeas for slte deslgfi and are tn
no way flnal.

(@
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High Priority Site

Site Informotion

Gravcl Plt - unnumbcrcd
Acrqss the Skykomtsh Rlver from
Stte I tn Sultan
Approx 24 acres

Stnce the lnttlal publlcatlon of the
Access Study, thls slte has become
avallable for acqulsltlon by the
Scenlc Rtyers Program from wllltng
sellers. The slte offers an opportu-
ntty to provlde day-use non-boatlng
access to the Slrykomlsh Rtver.

The slte ls located across the
Skykomtsh Rlver from the conllu-
ence of the Sultan and Skykomish
Rlvers. Current ovrners operate a
gravel excavatlon buslness on the
slte whlch ls mo.stly a floodplafn
zone. Of the 24 acres, approd-
mately ftye are cleared, and therc
are approdmately l5O0 feet of
waterfront.

Intent

To acqulre the property from the
wtlltng sellers to provlde day-use
non-boattng access to the
Slqykomtsh Rlver ln Sultan. To
relleve recreatlonal access pres-
sures on Dept. of Wldllfe property
on the opposlte shore whlch ls
leased by the Sportsman's Club
speclflcally for drlft boat launchlng.
To provlde plcnlcklng and llshtng

opportunlUes. To provlde sanlta-
tlon facllltles, parklng, and lnter-
pretlve signtng. To develop the slte
ln a manner approprlate for a
natural flood zone area. To restore
and protect a natural floodplatn.

Recommendotions

Begtn appralsal of property and
contact the Tfust for Publlc Lands
to conslder land holdlng optlons
untll Parks acqulstUon potential ls
determlned. Conduct prellmlnary
plannlng survey, lncludlng concep-
tual plan and cost estlmates for
restorlng and developfng the slte for
publlc use. Determtne malnte-
na.nce and operatlons optlons.
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High Priority Site

Site Informotion

Srrneet Falle - Sitc 32

Thts slte ls on Department of
F)sheries land on the north slde of
the South Fork adJacent to Sunset
Falls. Publlc use of the stte for
rlver access has been clo.sed slnce
the early l98O's. Hor to closlng
access, the slte was used heavlly by
flshermen, ralters, and kayakers.
Congesflon tncreased to the polnt
of lmpedtng F'lsherles operatlons on
the slte. In 1985 steelhead flshlng
was banned Uthfn 60O feet of
Srlnset Falls to protect the ffsh run.
The slte contlnues to be used
unolltc talty by kayake rs.

As stated ln Inventory, the kayak-
lng and ralttng run from Sunset
Falls to Htgh Brtdge ls consldered
one of the best ln the State. The
falls ls also of scenlb slgnlflcance.
The need for publlc vlewtng access
around Sunset Falls ts hlgh. The
south stde of the rlver adJacent to
the falls ls lnaccesslble to the
public due to a prtvate communlty
of landowners.

lntenl

To provlde publlc vlewlng on a
walk-ln basls to Sunset Falls given
Its htghly valued scenlc beauty. To
protect prtvate property rlghts adJa-
cent to the pathway to the falls and
across the rtver from the potenttal
access area. To protect flsherles
operations.

Recommendotions

Because of lts scenlc value, the slte
should be constdered on a walk-ln
vlewlng basls. Cooperatlon be-
tween the Scentc Rtver Program
and the departments of Flsherles
and ThansportaUon ls essenUal for
hlghway edt safety, parklng, and
management opflons. Management
opUons for publtc access need to
tnclude protectlng the prtvate
prop€rty through whlch WDF has
an easement and reductng the
safety hazards that edst next to the
falls. Flsherles operatlons need to
be protected as well.

Because of congestlon problems,
llabtltty hazards, and flsherles
lnterests, boatfng access at Sunset
Falls ls not betng recommended.



aoaaaa a aaotaaaaaaaaaataaoaaoaaooao

High Priority Sire

Site lnformotion

U.S. Forcst Scrsicc - Cablc Drop
Sitc 3O

Cable Drop ls on USFS property off
of USFS road, Mt. Index Thls
locatlon ls utlllzed by flshermen
and wtrtte water boaters. It ls the
most feastble publtc boatlng access
polnt on the South Fork below
Strnset Falls. Because the kayak-
lng and raftlng run from the falls ls
one Washtngton s best, access
wlthin thls stretch of rtver ts a hlgh
prlorlty. The Scenlc Rlvers Pro-
gram supports plans by the USFS
to develop Cable Drop for boattng
access.

lnlenl

The USFS lntends to provlde for
private and commerclal boailng use
at Cable Drop. Current plans call
for screenlng the slte from the road,
puttfng h parklng forvans and
trallors, bulldlng a trall to the water
from the off-load area, provldlng
sanltatton, and puttlng up an ln-
formatlon board.

SIfiKOMISH SCENIC RIVER RECREATIONAI ACCESS STUDY
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Slotus

Currently, funding ls being sought
by the USFS for provldtng prlvate
and commerclal boatlng access at
Cable Drop. Plannlng for the slte
has been completed.

Recommendolions

Glven the potentlal of Cable Drop to
provlde a much needed boatfng
access polnt on the lower South
Fork and to reduce ralttng lmpact
on the North Fork near Indeq the
Scenlc Rlvers Program supports
plans by the USFS to dwelop Cable
Drop for boattnS access.
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High Priorify Sife

Sile Informotion

Bcc,klcr River Gravel Bar - Sitc 42
Approx 5 acres

The area ls reached from US Forest
Servlce Road #280, and ls on land
owned by Plum CreekTlmber Co..
It ls a hlgh use area by locals and
others for swlmmlng, lnnertublng,
camplng, plcntcklng, kayak put-tn
and take-out, and flstrtng. Lltter
and a lack of sanltatlon facllltles
detract from the slte. On the upper
South Fork and the Beckler Rtver,
thts slte recelves hlglrest use and
consequentl5r ls consldered hlgh
prlortty for publlc acqulsltlon.

Intenl

To renovate a heavlly used acccss
area for day use, ptcrrlcklng, and
kayalOng on the upper South Fork
and Beckler Rlver. To draw use
away from Hwy 2 onto a non-
htghway road. To relleve pressure
from the Slrykomlsh communlt5r
ballpark To address rtver safety
concerns wlth lnterpretlve lnforma-
tlon. To provlde sanltaUon serv-
lces. To provlde access for appro:d-
mate$ 30 people at any one Ume.

Acquisition

Dlscuss acqulsltlon with Plum
Creek Tlmber Co.. Work on the site
requlres a permlt from the Bonnev-
llle Power Authorlty because of
power llnes.

Preliminory Cost Estimqle

Road construcUon: IO.OOO
Gradtng/Slte rehabllltaUon:

30,000
Parklng: 30,000
Santtatlon factlltles: 2.5OO
Plcnlc factlttles: 5,000
Stgnlng and tnterpretatlon:

5.000

TOTAL $AZ.SOO

Recommendotions

Determlne malntenance and
operatlons responslbtllty. Revlew
and conslder flood patterns ln the
areawhlch would determlne the
t5pe of development and facllltles
approprlate.
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Beckler River Site Plon

s7 CONCEPT PLAN ONLY. NOT FINAL PLAN.

INTENOEO FOR USE AS A VISUAL AIO TO

EXPLORE OPTIONS FON ACCESS SITE.

I t
r*{r'Y,:.L""l

J\s)( \/
. f^  n \*4

' f f^ t1" .5>'  q
4{ t $J
1' 1il ,r-$j/ j
i$ )..{ ",)l r!i 

J/f':l ;d,
/  J ' l !

/ l,: ,u
. .  ( l

t  1 l

/ ll {
$, 'o

,? ;  tL
dr /gv I

i i / '
4<|/ON9A g4ta Brr^ 5{3.%

t!r4! u95 - t@ l{
C€LbL a.-.^{

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

DUWrrl i  .c^ l l  r+ G.# I

oAtt  4- rb -  e^ orawrxo xo, I

oaaaa a aaaa taa aaaa aaaoaaaaaao

@



SKYKO|\AISH SCENIC RIVER RECREATIONAI ACCESS STUDY

High Priority Sire

Site Informqtion

Index USIIS - Sltc 16
West of Index on Snohomlsh
County Road on North Fork
Approx 3 acres

On USFS prop€rty downstream
from Indqg thls locatlon shows
healy use and mlsuse. The slte
was orlglnally used by flshermen
and contlnues to be. It ls used for
boatln$ access, camplng, and rtver
rescue classes. Inadequate sanlta-
tlon, uncontroled vehlcular use,
and vandallsm have degraded the
slte.

lntent

To work wlth the USFS to provlde
day use of thts stte for raftfng
access. The acquisltton would
provlde a much needed put-ln for
ra-fters and kayakebs on the North
Fork and allevlate Index town
congestlon and tenslon by drawlng
boaters away from the maln streets
ln town. The slte would provlde
parkfng for apprudmately 3O cars,
a staglng area, a loadlng area for
boattng equlpment, and sanltatlon
faclllUes. Interprettve and rtver
safety slgns would be Installed. (An
optlonal phase of development
muld provlde local resldents wlth a
plcntc area.)

Acquisition

The Scenlc Rlvers Program ls
tnterested In a co-management
arrangement of slte l5 wlth the
USFS.

The Index Sportsman's Club
currenfly leases a northern plece of
the parcel from the USFS and
would llke to protect thelr trap
shoot factllty. Any slte development
plans should conslder potenilal
cooperattue arrangements between
State Parks, the USFS, and the
Sportsman's Club.

Preliminory Cost Eslimqtes

Parklng:
Sanltatlon facllttles:

$ lo,ooo
2,500

Slte lwelltng and gradlng: 30,000
Vehlcle access lmprovement 2,500
Slgnlng and tnterpretatlon: 5.000

TCYTAL

Recommendofions

$ 60.00,0

Concern has been expressed about
r-rncontrolled use lncreastng at the
Index slte accompanled by hlgh
nolse levels and overnlght camplng.
To prevent mlsusc and mlsconduct,
the area wlll need to be acUrre$
managd by staff. Jolnt agreements
wlth State Farks and other agencles
should be lnvestlgated for mzrnage-
ment and acqulslUon opUons.

Addlttonally, $ven the number of
boaters on any summer weekend, lt
ls necessary that several sltes
around the Index area be atrallable
for access tn order to mtnlmlze
impact at any one locatlon. Addl-
tional properttes that could provlde
access should contlnuouslv be
consldered.

Provldlng altemate sltes wtll also
help address potential trafllc
problems created ln Index as a
result of uslng slte 15. Ttalflc and
rouUng patterns wlll need to be dls-
cussed wlth town representatlves
and rafttng companles to evaluate
the feaslbtllty of the slte glven these
concerns.

' The fun& Rhlr;rs Prqram and
Adutsory furd wpport crlmrrunlty
trrterests oJ manag tng q.ment leuels
oJ dag-trse at slte 15. Resffictttg
owmlght camptng, ptoutdltq g ar-
bage and sanltallon senstces, and.
resffictlng vehlcles onthe stte are
essentlsL To reduce tte tmpacts of
htgh use on the town oJ Index and.
nearbg resld,ents, the nwnber and
stze oJ mmmerctal trlp s lawrched

fumthe sfte canpotmltalla fu
I/uarlted.bg unrktg to{th the USIS
urho nses apermlfttg sgstern

' SccUons prtnted tn lrallsg denote
addltlons to the Acccss Plan fn
responsc to tnput durtng publtc
hearlngs.
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Caperatfirc elforts ulth rqfthg
ompanles to dewlop ode oJ
etlilcsfor ltrnfibry rwlse and.lllter are
enl:r.woged, not only Jor put-bt
locatlrns, bttt Jor down-rluer stops
as well. Compatlble u* wlth the
Sportsman's Club canfu deuelopd,
wlthparklng JacflItIes qt site 15
beb'g auatlable to ttte Club dLuttg
lorge euents. The Club tr.s offerd.
to asslst wllhmatrtalntng tFe area

Addttlonallg, the Scentc R{uers
hagr am re ammstds : enanag e -
mentoJslte TSbehuen the USFS
and Washttgtoln Sta'te Parks and

deuelopmenl of bmttq a6ess
pttts jutter up the NorthFbrk, as
well as enm,a'ag@ ommerclal u*
oJthe SouthPork as soot as lqgal
crtress Is developed (at Cable Drop,
Jor escarnple): ard. glltrutfiU to work
wllh the town oJ lnd.ex to awtd
ouerl!re and. abu,se of townJacilltles
and s{tes.
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Figure 8 lndex Site Plon
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High Priority Sife

Sile Informolion

High Brtdgc - Sitc 8
Dept. of WldMe property east of
Gold Baron Main stem of
Slgrkomtsh Rlver
Appror lO acres

Hig[ Brtdge ls deslgnated by the
Dept. of Wldllfe for use as a flshrng
access slte. The area, however, ls
also used by rafters, kayakers, plc-
nlckers, and swimmers. The stte ls
the prtmary take-out polnt for
rafters and kayakers runnlng one
of Washlngton's most popular
boating reaches. It ls also the prl-
mary put-ln potnt for drlft boaters.
The slte sullers from a lack of
sanltatlon faclltiles. uncontrolled
parklng, bank eroslon, and lnap-
proprtate vehlcular use.

A publlc plannlngworkshop was
sponsored by the Advlsory Board tm
Sprtng of 1989, and slte plans were
drawn. Funding ls belng sought to
implement lmprovements. A grant
proposal has been submltted to the
Aquatlc Iand Enhancement
Account for $74,000.

lnlent

To protect the rlparlan habltat and
enhance the recreatlonal access at
Hlgh Brldge. To reduce Hqy 2
danger at access entrance. To

protect launch slte needs ofvarlous
users. To enhance the aestheUc
quallty of the slte. To provide
tnterpretlve signti:lg and safety
hrformaUon. To provide sanltary
faclliiles. lb dtrect vehtcular
movement and parklng of the ap-
pro>dmately 60 to IOO vehlcles
present on a typtcal surnmer
weekend.

Acquisilion

The Dept. of Wtldllfe ls supportlve
of the Scenlc Rlvers Program plans
to lmprove the slte.

SKYKOMISH SCENIC RIVER RECREATIONAL ACCESS STUDY
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Preliminary Cost Eslimole

Parktng: $ 3O,0O0
Revegetatlon: 8,000
SanltaUon: l1,OO0
Slte rehabllttatton: l8,0OO
Stgnlng and tnterpretauon: 7,OOO

TOTAL 
I.

Recommendotions

$ 74.OOO

Work wlth WDW to dwelop a
Memorandum of Understandtng on
operatlons and matntenance and
fundlng for same. Assure contln-
ued quallt5r flshlng access. Ltne up
resources and equlpment forwork
on the slte. Begln developtng
lnterpretlve and safety lnformaUon.
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Figure 9 High Bridge Site Plon
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High Priority Site

Site Informolion

Mega Resort - Site 13
Prfirate campground on Hwy 2
along Main stem of Slrykornish
Rtver
Approrc 22 acres

Mega Resort ls a prlvate carnp-
grotrnd that l,s currenfly under
foreclosure. The slte oflers water-
front access and vlews of the rlver.
Approdmately 9.5 acres have been
developed for overnlght camplng,
the remalnlng 12.5 acres are
undeveloped. A matn bulldlng wlth
an adJacent pool, and vaflous
uttllty bulldlngs erdst. The slte ls
upstream from nearby Boulder
Drop rapld.

lntent

To provlde a day-use slte for
plcnlckers and slgftseers. To
allevlate Hqy 2 tra-ffic hazards by
reductng shoulder parklng. To
provlde parkfng for apprordmately
6O cars. To provlde tnterpretlve tn-
formatlon to travelers and plcnlck-
ers. To conslder tnterprettve center
potentlal glven the edstfng facllttles
on slte. To provlde facllttles sultable
for use by dlsabled persons.

Thls slte ls not belng consldered for
boatlng or swlmmlng acoess
because of the pro:drnlty of Class V

raplds. In response to pttbltc
Interest (erpressed at plan reulew
teofings) Jor proutdlttg kagaktng
cr4Eess at thls site, ScentcR{u€rs
Prqram rnnanagement Is eualuattq
thts optlcn rufth regard to saJetg
lssues oJthe stte.

Aquisilion

The Small Buslness Admlnlstratlon
ls tnstttutlng foreclosure. The stte
wlll be for sale ln 199O.

Preliminory Cost Estimole

Slte modlfl catlon tncludtng
pool removal/landscaplng: $2O,OOO
Buildlng renovatlon and
modilIcatlon: 6O,OO0
f,arking constructlon
tncludlng hmkup removal: I0,OOO
Entrance road/turn around: 7,500
Fenclng: IO.0OO

TOTAL $ 107,600

Recommendotions

Maintain contact wtth the SBA
Contact the Tfust for Publtc I-ands
to conslder land holdtng optlons
unill Parks acqulsltton potentlal ls
determined and made avallable.
Evaluate provldlng rlverbank
access to the pubhc or kayakers'
wtthln pro:dmlt5r of raptds. Inspect
facllltles: bnlldlngs, septtc system,
water system, electrlcal. Determlne
malntenance and operatlons
responstblllty. E\raluate stablllty of
the solls undertytng the property
glven rlver channeltng and eroslon.
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Figure I O Mego Resort Sife Plon
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SKYKOMISH SCENIC RIVER RECREATIONAI- ACCESS STUDY

In February 1990, two public
hearings (with legal publlc notlce)
were held ln Index and Sultan,
Washington. Coples of the Access
Study were available prlor to the
hearings and wdtten comments to
be sent to the Scenlc Rlver office
were encouraged.

Following ls a summary of com-
ments made during the revlew
process and how managernent ls
responding. Other comments and
changes have been lntegrated
throughout the text of the Study,
and are htghlighted ln ltaliclzed
prtnt.

The hearlngs had a problcm-
eolving tonc, with tnterested
parties consldertng cooperaUve
efforts for conservlng and provtdlng
for the aestleUc, ecological, and
recreaUonal values of the
Slgrkomish Rlver.

Safety emerged repeatedly as a
concern and echoeil the Goals and
Objectlves of the Cltizen Advisory
Board. Saf.ty signs are being de-
veloped for marklng hazardous
areas on the River, tn partlcular
above and around maJor waterfalls
and raplds.

Besldes a need for safety lnforma-
Uon, partlclpants at heartngs
expressed concerns for protectlng
freh and wtldllfc habitatg In the
corrldor. To help address these
lssues, cnvironmcntal educatlon

and interpretation are being
planned to determlne where and
what type of outreach is needed
and how groups and agencies can
work together to increase aware-
ness and proper treatment of the
river envlronment.

Furthermore, concerns were
expressed about trresponsible
behaviors on the part ofrecreatlon-
ists and visitors to the river. Every
user group poses potenUal mlsuse
problems. The Scenlc Rivers
Program endorses worklng wlth
user groups to.assess how use can
be managed and impacts mlnl-
mlzed.

Public use of private land is an
lssue on the Rlver not only at
boatlng put-ln and take-out points,
but when accesslng from the river,
as well. For example, rafting groups
often stop for lunch on privatc
property. At these locatlons,
sanit;atlon becomes a potentlal
problem. To address these needs,
additional study needs to be done
to identi$ public lands accessible
from the river and ways for reduc-
tng vlsitor lmpact at these sites.

The Slcykomlsh Recreatlonal Study
focussed on potenUal publtc access
sltes accordlng to the crlterla
discussed ln the methods secUon of
the report. Publlc comment on the
report lndlcated that key locations
were covered. To supplement the
report, several addlUonal locaUons

were mentloned in the hearlngs.
The sites and explanatlons people
gave for considering them, as well
as Scenic River Program response,
follow:

Canyon Falle was meniloned as an
area ofexceptlonal scenlc value
and worthy of public access.
Except for a corner ofUSFS prop-
erty whtch touches the river below
the falls, however, prlvate prop€rty
surrounds the area. Property
owners expressed concern over
lmpact of lncreased use and
posslble communttlr llablllty (due to
Itkellhood of trespass) lf access
through thls corner were made
posslble.

Glven the scenlc value of the falls
and the expressed interest and
concerns ln the area, the Scenic
River Program wtll look tnto the site
more specifically and determlne the
feastblltty of access.

Eagflc Falle. The large amount of
uncontrolled use at Eagle Falls and
the dangerous parkturg situatlon
are concems. A suggeston was
made to put up warning slgns of
congestlon ahead for approachlng
trallic.

Eagle Falls ls surrounded by USFS
property. Dept. of TfansportaUon
manages the hlghway. The Scenlc
Rlvers Program recommends work-
Ing wlth these agencles to allevlate
the current dangers at the stte and
to plan for approprtate use.

SUMMARY OF
PUBTIC HEARING

COMMENTS
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Related to safety at the falls, the
need for safety slgns near Bartng
was mentloned to warn private
boaters about the approachlng rlver
hazards.

SuggesUons were made to conslder
Alptnc Falle for publlc access to the
upper reaches of the Slrykomtsh
Scenlc Rlver System, on the Tle
River. The Program wtll look tnto
the feaslbllity of thts slte.

The north sldc of Bouldcr Ilrop
was mentloned as a place to provlde
access for people wantlng to watch
the acUon at the rapld. The Pro-
gram dld look tnto thls area" but the
rallroad track negates any publlc
access potenUal at thls tlme.

It was suggested that the Program
workwith the USFS to keep Forest
Servtc campgrounds on the North
Fork and the Beclder Rlver open
year round ln order to make better
use ofcxistlng sitcs. The Program
wlll conslder the degree to whlch
thls actlon could relleve publlc
access pressures on the Slrykomtsh
Rlver System and dlscuss feastblllty
wtth the USFS.

Perhaps the toplc ofconcem heard
most durlng the heartng process
was the recreatlon and vleltor
lncreascg in the Slrykomlsh Rtver
valley. A vartety of suggestlons and
comments were made for address-
lng the lssue. A shuttle servlce
and/or use ofthe Sultan Park and
Rlde were suggested as means to
reduce road congesflon. Pennlttlng
and lhnfung the number of com-
merclal rafUng trlps allowed on the
Slcyomlsh were reco[lmended, as
well.

Wlth regard to all types of recrea-
Uon ln the Slrykomlsh rralley, lt ls
recpmmended that the Scenlc
FUvers Program assess the carrylng
capaclt5r of the Slqykomlsh Scenlc
Rlver System to help determlne ap-
proprlate mzrnagement strate$es.
The ProSram does not want to
encourage or promote more use of
the area wlthout sulllclent long-
1"ta a.nnngcmcnt and firnrllng.
Clartllcatlon ls needed of the role of
Washtngton State Parks and Rec-
reaUon Commlsslon ln thls arena-

At present, safety and lnterpretive
stgns and maps;rre recommended
for directlng users to public access
polnts. Arlvcr ranger ls needed to
enforce safety programs, discourage
trespass and patrol publlc access
areas.
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Hlgh prtortty sltes are recom-
mended for Phase I access acqr.rtsl-
tlon and development wtt}ln the
next two to ffve years. Phase II
lnvolves medium prlorltlr sttes,
tJrelr acqulstflon and deyelopment
to be consldered over the nort t5
years. Lnw prlorlty slte are offered
as alternatlves to hlgher prlortty
sttes that prove unfeaslble ln a
glven rtver sectlon.

Procedurol Steps
The followlng ls a stmpllled llst of
steps leadtng to hnplementailon of
the access plan.

I. Environmenlol lmpoct
Slolemenl.

An lmpact assessment ls ln process
for the studlr as a whole. As sltes
are approved for acqutslUon and
development, an envlronmental
lmpact assessment wlll have to be
made for each.

2. Public RevieJv.
The process wlll levohye:
a. Publlc notlce and plans belng
arrallable.
b. Open houses along the riyer
corrldor for "Llstentng Post" work-
shops to dlscuss and recetve
feedback
c. ConslderaUon by the ClUzen
Advlsory Elcard of comments and
changes to the access plan.
d. Submlttlng a representatton of
comments and changes tn the plan

to the Rlver Councll.

3. Adoprion
Adoption of the plan by the
Slrykomlsh Scenlc River Councll
and approval from theAdrdsory
Board for proceedlng wtth Phase I.

4. Coordinoting Wilh
Government Agencies

Integrate the sltes lnto DOT htgh-
way planntrg and USFS access
plannfng. Invotve other agencles
and governments as approprlate.
Procure permtts where necessary.

5. Funding
OuUlne alternatlves for acqutslUon
and slte development for Phase I
proJects. FUndlng resources
Lnclude:

D Aquatlc t-and Enhancement
Account--DNR

O Nonhtghway Road Account
INIIR)--raC

O Northwest Marlne Tlade
Assoclailon

O Referendum 215--LAC

6. Aquisilion
On a per slte basts, detall opilons
for purchaslng, leaslng, orJolnt\r
managlng the Phase I sltes, wtth
lnput from each agenry lnvolved.

7. Derqiled Sile Plonning
For Phase I sltes that are approved,
detalled deslgn work should
proceed wlth the lnvobyement of all

necessa5r agencles. Details should
tnclude cost estlmates. Hold
planntng workshops to ensure
publlc involvement.

8. Mointenonce ond
Operotions

Determlne management for each
stte. Potentlal managlng bodtes
lnclude:

Local towns
Countles
U.S. Forest SeMce
State Parks, as satelllte parks
Prlvate concesslonalres

tr
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Development Stcrndords
Determine standards for Scenlc
Rlver access sltes for conslstency
along corrldor, tncludlng slgnlng
deslgn.

Educotion ond lnterprelqtion
Develop opportunlUes along the
corrldor for dparlan ecologr educa-
Uon, safety lnformaUon, and other
relevant toplcs to be ldentllled.
Such plannlng and lmplernentaUon
supports the Slqykomlsh Scenlc
Rlver Goals and ObJecttves.

Multi-Agency Porlicipolion
Encourage multt-agency lnvolve-
ment throughout slte acqutsltton
and development processes to
asstst wtth:

O materlals and eqtrlpment
supply

A plannlng e:cpertlse
O permtttlng and regulatory

approval
O multl-agenrycoordlnatlon
O operatlons and malntenance

Volunleer Assislonce
Uttltze volunteer grcups for rtver
clean-up actMttes and slte work,
where approprlate. Groups to
conslder are:

O Washlngton I(ayak Club
O Professlonal Rlver Outfftters of

Washlngton
O Sportsman's Clubs

O Northwest Rtvers Councll
D Volunteers for Outdoor

Washlngton

Signing
Provlde private property owners
wtth slgplng to reduce trespass and
unwanted parktng. Mark safety
hazard areas around Eagle, Can-
yon, and Sunset Falls.

Flooding
Collect flood data for prolrcsed sltes
and ertaluate lmpact on acqutsltlon
and deslgp.

Disobled /lccess
Provlde facllliles for dlsabled use at
non-boattng aocess sltes. Deter-
mtne dlsabled needs at boattng
launch sltes.

aaaaaaaaaaaaoooaaaaoaaaaaooaaaoaooio

ADDITIONAL
RECOMMENDATIONS
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GOATS AND OBJECTIVES FOR
SI(YKOMISH SCENIC RIVER
MANAGEMENT

A. To identify existing regulotions for resource proteclion
ond coordinote ogencies to enforce fie policies ond provide

necessory funding.

l. ldentify resource ogenry locol represenlofives ond their
monogement outhorify, ond produce o river conservotion
direclory for the Skykomish.

o. Develop o color coded mop of the Skykomish Scenic
River identifoing public londs olong lhe river.

b. Plot currenlly used occess points which ore sofe ond
'do not lresposs on privote property.

c. Publish o list of use rules for the public londs, fee
occ€ss poinls, ond where ony privote eosements
moY exisl.

2. To obtoin ogreemenls with the towns, lhe counties, stoe
ogencios, ond lhe US Foresf Service on monogement policy
ond for ossistonce in collecfing rercurc€ informotion.

o. Tour identifted occess oreos, ond note currenl
problems ond idenlify typ. of occess possible ot
lhe site.

b. Study potentiol for occess by ond purchose of
privotely held lond.

3. Develop on "lnlerogency Lioison" lo coordinote enforce
ment to develop ond fund pro[ects os necessory ond to bs
ovoiloblo br communicotion with citizens ond users.

B. To identify lhe needs br River occess ond suitoble
locolions ond provide necessory focilities bosed future long
ronge plonning.

l. Promote sofu use of lhe river lhrough sofety progroms
including: signoge, informotion moteriols ond on river
surveillonce.

2. Collect informolion on use, existing use oreos, ond
polentiol use oreos lhot is usoble for river occess plonning ond
design decisions.

o. Study river use to determine if fiere is o criticol
number of users, beyond which the resource or the
experience might be compromised.

b. Study how users fee progrom br mointenonce ond
operolion of occess focilities could be developed.

c. Study other river progroms for opprooches to solving
problems reloted lo occess.

3. Contocl user groups ond invite them to conhibute lo the
plonning proc€ss on lhe Skykomish Scenic River.

4. Develop ond implement o public occess plon for lhe river.

o. Bosed on inbrmotion collected, groups conlocled,
ond these gools ond obiectives, work wilh lhe River
Council lo improve occess.

b. Provide sonilolion, gorboge removol, ond other
necessory focilities supporling river oocess.

5. Creole o "Friends of the River" or "Adopt o River" group
inleresled in physicolly working on improvemenls fo occess
oreos.

APPENDIX A
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o. Solicit sporfsmens ossociolions, civic groups,
schools, etc. for ossistonce in improving occess siles
ond educotion in lho river.

C. To moinloin woter quolity of current level or better, ond
to ossure lhis by monitoring (including liner ond sonitotion).

l. To identify existing monitoring, regulolions, ond needs
reloted to woter quolity (USGS, DOE Woter Quolity Guide,
Acquotic Resources Protecfion Progrom, Sky Volley omended
comprehensive plon, Snohomish Slreom Prolection
Guidelines).

2. Provide for sonilolion hcilities olono the river os
needed.

3. To encouroge towns to use zoning bosed on the obility
of rcib lo hondle sopfic dischorges.

D. To moinloin wildlib populotions {oguolic ond terreslriol)

l. ldentify existing public ogency plons to prolect the
riporion zone.

2. Encouroge privote lond owners to protecl riporion zone.

3. Request Deportment of Tronsportoiion fo use biotechni-
col melhods of bonk proleclion ond erosion control.

E. To promolo o public educotion progrom on lhe impor-
lonce of protection for the river.

l. Develop events which celebrob the river ond/or
connect with other oppropriote events.

2. Involve locol schools ond librories in developing
oworenoss of the scenic river.

3. Work with fhe Superintendent of Public schools to
develop educotion moteriols oboul river conservolion.

4. Orgonize river conservotion workshops oround specific
river issues.

F. Reslrict hydropower development, in occordonce with
existing ond fufure stotues. 

r.

G. To sign ond identify the river os o Stote Scenic River
System.

I . Develop on inbrmolion desk wilh occess ond sofety
inbrmolion.

2. Communicote gools ond obiectives for conservolion to
locol, stote, ond federol governmenl.

3. Develop slide show progroms, ond poslers lo promote
understonding of the Skykomish River.
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Summory

These 40 sifes represent fio kind of oeess points presenily
being used within the Skykomish Scenic River Sysiem. Mony
ore smoll, hordly noficgoble poths qnd troils. A bw ploces
ore currenlly being used by lorge numbers of people ond
could continue fo hondle ihose lorge numbers, lF o proper
design ond monogement plon is implemenfed lhot specifioolly
oddrosses tho mony issuss surrounding occess. Agoin, on
importont subjssue of this occest reporl is the queslion of
ownership. At presont, o fremendous omounf of kespossing
oclivity occomponies lhe use of fie river. The conservolion
plon needs to oddress this bcel of the problem os soon os
possible both to olloy lhe bors of privote property owners ond

to encouroge governmenlol ogencies to cooperote in creoting
legol focilities br the use of their constiluenls. Creoting o
direclory thot idenlifies eoch occess point for public use would
help reduce the trespossing problem.

People of lhe volley, ond people from wilhout fhe volley shore
o respect ond odmirotion for lhe resourco lhot is the
Skykomish River. As the Scenic River Advircry Boord ond
Scenic River Council oddress conservofion of lhe river, it will
become increosingly importont lo ensure oppropriote occess
points fur oll users so fhot ihe river con conlinue to provide lhe
diversity of pleosuroble octiviiies it currenlly does so well.

APPENDIX B
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The Moin Stem of lhe Skykomish River

Site/Mop

6

# LegolDesc./Ownership

SE Se(.6 T27N,R9E Privote - BN
Dirt rood off of Hwy 2 - I /4 m ile SE of Gold Bor. C ross RR trocks go throug h
goles toseverol bonk occess spots. This oreo receives o lot of use hom
locols ond oreo drift boot f ishermen. One of f he closest occass poi nls f rom
o lown on the Moin stem of the river. Porking ovoiloble ot the Gold Bor
roodside pork.

NW Soc.8T27N,R9E Eosemen thru Privote Lond
H*y.2, go rcuth, then eost on Dormon Rood. On the south side of the
rood is o poth lobelled "Fishermon's Accsss" thot runs 1/2 nile
between fonce rows. h con be over grown ond you must hike severol
hundred yords beyond the end of the funce rows lhrough severol creek
beds to reoch the moin chonnel. Beoutiful, wide grovelly chonnel oreo
of lhe river. Good fishing spot, populor with drift boot fishermen. Troil
needs bosic signoge, like the reflective diomonds used on ski lroils.

S Sec.9 T27N,R9E Siore Dept.of Wildlife
South off H*y,2, Sign "Public Fishing". Known os fhe "High Bridge"
oreo. Poss huge oreo of denuded understory (from ORV use) to lorge,
dusty, uninviting porking oreo for 5G60 cors. River - 20 yords from
lhe closest porking spots, down o rock covered slope. This oreo is
heovily usod os o "tokeout" spol by booters ond gets o tremendous
omount of other recreotion use too, often brcing cors lo pork olong
both sides of busy Highwoy 2. (A dongerous proposition of besll) No
support focilities ore current qvoiloble - woler, toilets, etc. A
Snohomish County worning sign, o sign encouroging lrosh pickup, ond
o Deportmenl of Wildlib Conseivolion License Areo designotion sign
ore oll posted in cleor view yet lhis oreo is continuolly subiected to
overus€ ond illegol obuse. This oreo desperotely needs HEIPI

N. Sec. 14 T27N,R9E Privots-BN
H*y.2 - rood Mib 32.5 by RR trocks. River is norfh of the rood.
Grovel rood down to the rivor olong lhe RR trocks, 300 ;ords or rc,
ending in sleep climb down loosedirt slope ond then big rocks to

7

8
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l l

wolers edge. Sno. County worning sign ond BN No Trespossing sign
posled. Used os o put-in for koyokers wishing to ovoid lhe "Boulder
Drop" seclion of ropids. A nice view of fho river but very rugged
hiking to lhe rivers edge. There ore mony other fishermon's lroils in this
vicinity most of which cross lhe RR hocks to get lo lhe river.

S Sec. l4,T27N,R9E, Private- lndMduol
Hlwy 2 - Rood Mile 33.25, river is nodh of the rood. "The Stump".
Pullout on N side of lhe rood for 7-8 cors next to o big tree stump.
Heovily wooded oreo right off of pullout fiot hos hod substontiol
cleoring of o lorge poth (boot size) ond underbrush. Lots of trosh ond
evidenco of overuse. Eosy slope to lhe woler coming oui onto o big
eddy iusf behind Split Rock. Split Rock ond its componion House Rock
ore populor rest/play stops br boolers moking fieir woy down the
river. Beoufiful view of lhe river, including the RR bridgeo nice picnic
spot, if lhe oppropriole orrongemenls were mode.

NW Soc. A,T27N,R9E, Privote- Individuol
H*f .2,..| Mile West of Anderrcn Creek. The river is - 25 yords
North of this pullout br 4+ cors. Foirly steep, vegetoted slope lo river,
primorily for boot occoss. Often used os o "pul-in" spot to ovoid
"Boulder Drop" which is directly ocross from lhis occess point. Over-
use is cousing rcme riverbonk erosion problems. Snohomish County
worning sign posted.

NE Sec. 24,T27N,RilE, Privote
H*y.2, .4 Miles Eost of Anderson Creek. The lvlego Resort. No
public occess to river, foe or olherwise. Members regulorly use their
occess for ftshing.

SW Se(. 19, T27N,RIOE
Hnf .2, [ust West of the bridge over the confluence of the North ond
Soulh Forks. Pullout on the norfh side of $e rood, river io the north of
lhe roqd. Porking br - l0 cors. Smoll troil to river, most likely for
koyoks or ftshing. Snohomish County worning sign posted.

l2
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The North Fork of The Skykomish River

l5 N Sec. 19,T27N, RIOE, Stqte-Federol (USFS)
Rood going soulhwest out of Index on the north side of fhe river. This
rood is poved ond guiet, essentiolly no developmenl right on the rood.

- .B Miles SW of the fown limits fhere is both stole ond bderol lond
lhol borders the river. One of lhese oreos could be developed os on
occess site br the Index oreo,so desperotely in need of o designed,
controlled, occess point. The potentiol ovoilobility of governmentol
lond for use os on occess site deserves further ottention.

16 N S€c. 2o., T27N, RIOE Private
The Index Tovern, on the north side of the river odiocent to lhe bridge
in the Town of Index. Lounch pormils ovoiloble br $5.00, put in righf
in front of fho lovern. Pretty genlle, open slope br corrying boots.
Porking ovoiloble down the street by the pork.

l7 N S€c. 2O,T27N, RIOE, Privnte-BN
Roilrood bridge ot the Town of Index, south side of the river. Cors
pork underneoth the bridge, use poths to river. Very limited use
potentiol.

I8 N S€c.2O,T27N, RIOE, Privote-lndividual
Across from ihe Town of Index, south side of lhe river, between the two
bridges. On the south side of the rood is o huge cleoring nol oppor-
ently used ol present. Could possibly be purchosed ond developod os
o porking/inbrmotion/occess site, if the londowner were willing.

I9 N S€c. 20,T27N. RIOE, Privote-lndividuol
Across from the Town of Index, rcuth side of lho river, immediotely
norlh of the outo bridge. Pullout on the norfh side of the rood is hewily
used os o "put-in" spol for booters. On lols spring ond summer
weekends this oreo is o mo[or troffic hozord, blocking the poved rood
ond spreoding people oll ovor the immediote oreo. This oreo is on
occidenl woiting to hoppen until o controlled, designed focility is estob
lished rcmowhere els€ in fhe viciniiy of the Town of Index.

RECREATIONAL ACCESS STUDY
aaoaaaaaaaaaaaaao
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20 SW Sec. l6T27N, RIOE, Counfr-Snohomish Porks &

Recreqlion
county lond, - 3/4 Mile Norlheost of lhe Town of Index off of Avonue

A. Driving NE on Avenue A you kovel $rough o quiel, residentiol

neighborh-ood for obout 2 blocks only to orrive ol o "Privole Property''

,igi. Thr. on eosemenl moy be necessory lo occess his,porcel'

Aiother foctor for considerqiion is fie opproprioleness of encouroging

high troffic volumes firough such low density oreo' This moy be o

porcel to consider for some typ. of lond trode'

2l  SE Sec.35,T28N, Rl0E, NA

North Fork Rood,- Mile 6.1 , iust eost of Trout Creek Bridge' Dirt rood

off the north side of the poved rood leoding lo severol cleorings

copoble of hondling 45 cors. Fire rings ond litter suggest regulor

usoge. River within 20 yords down o gentle slope.

22 SW S€c. 36, T28N, RIOE, NA

North Fork Rood, - Mile 6.8. lorge grovel pullout on the nodh side of

the rood. The river is to $e north, - 30 lords, occessible by wolking

up o side chonnel fo the moin chonnel of the North Fork' Beoutiful

tierc of the riverside ond o long strefch of river.

23 NE S€c.30,T28N, Rl lE,  NA
Nodh Fork Rood, intersection with Forest Service Rood #282' The

bridge here provides o smoll occess point with porking br o few cors.

24 5E S€c. 19, T28N, R'l I E, NA
North Fork Rood, - Mile 9.3. severol pulloffs on the nodh side of the
rood, eoch copoble of hondling 23 cors. River within l0 yords down
o sleep bonk.

25 SS€c.20,T28N, Rl lE,  NA

Nodh Fork Rood, - Mile 10.3. Lorge grovel pullout on south side of

fhe rood, fiust nodh of Bridge #499. Nice, open view of o big bend in

the river, eosY occess Poinl.

26 W. S€c. 21, T28N,RI I E, NA
North Fork Rood, - Mile 10.8 ' I l.O. Lorge grovel pullout on rcuth
side of rood. Beoutiful, open view of onolher big bend in the river.
River very close, gently sloping bonk.
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27 S S€c. 21, T28N, Rl I E, Federcrl-USFS
North Fork Rood, - Mile I L2. Troublesome Creek Compground.
Access poinls throughout compground oreo.

28 SW Sec. 22,T28N, Rt IEN
North Fork Rood, - Mib I 1.7. Severol pull.offs in this oreq on $e
south side of tho rood, eoch copoble of hondling 6+ cors. The river is
within 20 yords ond in view. lvlony well worn poths to lhe river down
fuirly steep bqnks. An exlremely beoutiful spot on the river with deep
pools, woterfioll, huge rocks, very nice for picnicking or just wotching
the river.

29 5 Soc. 22,T28N, Rl I E, NA
North Fork Rood, - Mib 12.0. Rock poth b fie confluence wilh Beor
Creek. Porking for 5+ cors. Poths - 100 yords lo lhe river, over
downed logs ond underbrushno perceived lroil. Pretty spot in the
river, smoll pools ond ropids.

The South Fork of the Skykomish River

30 5E soc. 19,T27N, RIOE, Federal-USFS
H*y. 2. The dirt rood going rculh iust before the bridge over lhe
conf uence of the North Fork ond the South Fork. This rood leods io the
Mt. Index Rivarsites ond eventuolly to the BridolVeil Folls ond loke
Serene lroilheods. Mony occess poinls come off of this rood including
severol privote commerciol-booter occess sites within the Mt. Index
Riversites. One site known os "Coble Drop" con be reoched by going
olong lhe dirt rood lo Mt. lndex Riversites. At low woler the rivers
edge is compord of huge boulders. A populor qreo br booters lhot
opporenfly is under considerolion br further occess development by the
USFS.

3l SE So<. 19, T27N, RIOE
H.qv.2, - 100 prds eosl of the rood b lhe Town of Index. Pulloff
with on obvious roodwoy leoding downword. Sleep, sleep, 100+ bot
slope to lhe river. Powerline overheod running SWNE.
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33 W Sec. 27,T27N, RIOE, Federol-USFS
H*y.2, - Rood Mib 38.9. Pulloff on the south side of the highwoy
wifh o vehicle poth leoding bock west, ond q koil skoight down to the
woter. (Less thon 20 yords) Porking for 5-6 cors moximum, occess for
fishing or koyok only. Red worning sign.

34 SW Sec. 27,T27N, RIOE, Federul-USFS
H*y.2, - Rood Mile 39.0. Eogle Folls. River within 30 yords down
well worn poths. An extremely beoufiful spot-big pools, folls, rocks.
Currently porking on bo$ sides of the rood. This oreo very populor but
eosily over used given existing rood/porking conditions. Serious
plonning efbrt needed lo oddress weekend koffic congeslion/rood
sobty problems.

35 NE S€c. 34T27N, RIOE, Privote-lndividucls
H*y.2, ot Borcloy Creek. Pullouts for o few cors with nice views of
the river but no public londs occess.

36 SE Sec. 2,T26N, RIOE, County-Pub. Wks. Rt of Woy
Eost of Boring, off Hwy. 2, the Index Creek Rood ond Bridge. On lhe
rculh side of lhe bridge lhere is some room for limited porking
ond occess in lhe rood rightof-woy. Nice river-view ond old wood
suspension bridge.

37 NW Soc. I2, T26N,R|OE, Privcle-lndividuols
Eost of Boring, - I Mile, Riverwood Pork. Privole woterfroni lots wilh
no opporenl public occess.

38 S Soc. 2OJ26N,R| lE, Federol-USFS
Lowe Creek Rood (DNR lvlop Rood #26121. Heoding west off the
Money Creek Compground Rood. A very good grovel rood gets
wilhin 25 yords of the river in mony ploces. The slope lo lhe river is
often vory gentlo but lhere ore no cleor pothwoys existing. No eosy
occess ot lhis point os the fhick underbrush ond strewn logs moke the
going pretty tough.
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39 NW Sec. 21, T26N,R| | E, Federol-USFS
H*y.2, immediotely before the turnoff b Money Creek Compground.
On the soulh side of the rood is q dirt "loop" rood thot follows the river
ond hos mony cor porking oreos olong it. This oreo receives lols of
use ond con occommodote lob of cors ond people. Thero is good,
cloor, closo qccess to the river oll olong lhis loop. The river here hos
deep pools, rock flots ond nice views.

40 NW Sec. 21, T26N,R| lE, Federcl-USFS
Off H""y. 2, lvloney Creek Compground. Hond corried boots ond
ftshing occess from mony spots wilhin lhe compground. Nice slretch of
the rivergood views, wide grovel bor.

4l S S€c. 26J26N,R| lE, Privqte-Corporotion
Off H,n y. 2, Skykomish Deli Porking Lol, Town of Slcykomish. Picnic
toble wilh very nice view of lhe river ond the town. There is o dirt poth
off of this porking oreo thot leods down lhe steep bonk to o sond bor.

Tfie Beckler River

42 NW S€<. 25, T26N,R| lE, hivote- Corporolion
Beckler River Rood Mile - .5. On the eost side of the rood ]s o dirt
rood thot leods lo o huge, level grovel bor wifh o multitude of qccess
points lo the river. There is r.oom br lots of people ond vehicles. Some
inbrmol comping toking ploce ol present. Powerlines overheod. This
oreo hos tremendous development polenfiol os on occsss site, if the
londowner were willing to sell or gront on eosement.

43 S S€c. 24, T26N,R| | E, Federcl-USFS
B.R. Rd. Mile - l.l . New bridge being insfqlled in 1988 thot should
leove lots of pulloffs for porking. Primorily on oreo for koyok or fishing
occgss.

M N. S€c. 2/l,T26N,Rl lE, NA
B.R. Rd. Mile - I.5 Compground wilh river front picnic/occess sites.
Very gentle slope to fhe river with porking neorby.
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45 Sec. 6, T26N,RI2E, Sfcte-(DNR?)
B.R. Rd. Mib - 5.0. Whole Seclion of siote londs with potentiol for
occess siles.

46 W Sec. 29,T27N,R12E, Federol-USFS
B.R. Rd. iust before iunclion with Ropid Creek. On the west side of the
rood is o lorge flot oreo with "compsites." Good river occess, gentle
slopo, with plenty of porking. The lost 1/4 mile of rood oll hos good
occess with the river ond rood being close together, seporoted by o
gently sloping bonk.
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Monroe Monitor
Februory 21, 1990

river meetings
Thc WaJhington Statc Parkr and shon rcrm and lonS rangc soludors

Rcradon Comgrission. Skyko- for managing public usc of rhc
mish Senic Rivcr Cirirn Advisory Skykomirh Rivcr u wcll r protca
Board ard rhc Sccnic Rivcr Com- privarc propcrry.
mitlc€ of Participaring Agcncia Thc January 1990 Skykomish
will hold public marings rhis Sccnic Rivcr Rccrmtiona.l Acccss
monrh to disuss thc ncwly com- Studyismcffodtobcginorcsolvc
pldcd Skykomish Sccnic Rivcr unconrotlcd lublic acccs to the
Rcrariona.l Accas Study. Copics Skykomish River.
of thc study ac availablc in ad- Thc ltudy wu iniriarcd who
vucc of thc mcring: ar thc (own local ciaircro and otha rivcr inr<cr
halls of Sultm, Gold Bu and groups dirccrcd tbc Sratc Parks
Skykomish and ar thc Indcx SccnicRivcrsProgrmrosrudyrhc
Ccncral Storc in Indcx. problcms of privatc propcny trcF

Mctings will bc hcld on Fcb. 27 passing and high conccnrrations of
aalhclndcrSponsmanOubinln- public ulc along rhc Skykomish
dq. and on Fcb. 28 at rhc Sultan Sccnic Rivcr Sysr:m.
Tom Hall in Su.lun. 8o.h mcsdd€r Thc Skykomish fuvcr Cirizcn
ucschcdulcdto bcginaaT p.m. In. Advisory Board and Washington
tcrctcd groups and individuals arc Statc Puks and Rcsrarion Com-
mcouagcd to rwis this study and mission staff conductcd public
its findings. workshopsthroughoutrhvallayto

This will hclp dcterminc rhc b6t gathcr rmomcndarioro to solvc

Monroe Monitor
July 12, 1989

Poge 3 .l

Monroe Monitor
Moy 10, l9B9

Poge 2

scheduledScenic
thcsc rivcr problcms. TNs study is
thc r6ull of thosc workshops, as
wcll u othcr erpcn advicc.

Thc main objcctivcs of thc study
wcrc lo:

l) dctcr tr6passil8 on Privatc
propcny;

2) disp*sc public rc6s to ihe
Skykomirh fuvcr away from Statc
Highway 2: md

J) providc adcquatc facilitic for
boating put-in and takc-out.

Thc study.idcntifi cs altcrmtivcs
to the currcnt Ngh conccntratioro
of public uc.by 6tablishing spcilic
acc6s areas for day-uc visitadorL
whitc watct rafdng, kayakjng, drift
boatiog and bmk fishing. Tbc
nudy dso formulatc a plan to
dcvclop rh6c typa of facilida.
This will not cncouragc additional
usc of thc !ra, but will allcviatc thc
otrrdtt acc6g problcmr,

River board to meet July 19
The Skykomish Scenic River Ad-

visory Board will meet in Gold Bar
at 7 p.m.,  Wednesday, July 19, for
their regular monthly meeting.

On the agenda are officials from
the state Department of Fisheries,
the Puget Sound Water Quality

Authority, and ddft boat fisherman
Gary Smith.

The public is welcome to attend
the meeting. Cold Bar Town Hall
is located at the corner of Fifth
Street and Orchard Avenue.

Sky River
board to meet
in Index

The Skykomish Scenic Rlver Ad-
visory Board wi l l  meet in Index
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday,
May 17, to discuss raft ing access
iesues on the North Fork Skyko-
mish River-

Steve Star lund, manager of  the
state's Scenic Rivers Program, said
the publ ic workshop is being held
in Index to gather local residents'
concerns about the impacts of river
rafters accessing the Skykomish,
and also to assess what the board
is doing.

Starlund said thc advisory board
is not studlng sites for possible ac-
cess areas, but is studying an access
plan for the whole Skykomish River
corridor. The board i,nay study ac-
cess si tes later this summer.

"The intent of  the meeting is to
look at the whole problem of ac-
cess," Starlund said. "We want as
many peoplc as possible to attend."

The meeting will take place in In-
dex Church at the corner of Seventh
Street and Avenue A.
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SCENIC nlVERS }iEETING

Thc Sccnlc Rlverrs Advlgory Soard vas

devcloped by thc g.shtngton State Parks and

Recfeat lon DcpsrtEcnt to etudy use and access
probleos of str to r lvcra. The Skykoolsh ls
the f l rst  and only r lv l r  belng atudlcd s!  th ls
ClE..  I t  gar chorcn ar l {erhlngton'o Dost out-

scrndlng r lvcr brcauec of  l ts  accnlc beauty,
wt ld l t fe,  rccrcrt l .onr l  ucra,  h lgh vater qual-

1ty,  f ree f lov rod curt .nt  cobpat lbte land

uae.
Th€ Job of thc bolrd 1! Co protect and

cnhsnce thc vhok r lv l r tg corr ldor rs sel l

sa to protect  pr lv l tc propcrty r lghts snd
to kcep the r lvcr l foo bclng aamed. They
have nl t lgst l lg facl lLtatora,  grant access
and the coop.r l t lot  rnd sdvlcc of olny st8tc
rgcncles,  lncl .udlng thc dcpartrents of  Nat-
uraL Resources, t l t ld l l . fc ,  Ecology, Transpor-
!at1on 8nd Flrhcr lca,  aoong others.

On May lTth thc Skykonl8h Scenic Rlver
Advlsory Eosrd DCt gl th area resldcnts to
dlscuse r lvcr acccso probleos st th in thc

ton of  Iodex. Several  other s lEt lar  ueet-

lngs v l l l  bc hcld up and don thc vr l ley.

Steven Stsr lund, l lnager of  the St8tc
Scenlc Rlvers Prograo, descr lbed th€ purpos.

of  th€ Sccnlc Rlvcr Deslgnaclon [ to solve
r lver probleDs lbrough col laborat lve nanaSe-

nent by c lClzcns, local  governDenCr add scate

aganciesl  8nd th€n presented a s l lde shoo of

the Skykotr lsh Rtver,  htghl tShclng the toh

of Index and 1t5 acccss to lhc Rlver.

Fol loulng thl6,  L lsa Bryce Lesls,  h l red

through I  Non Off  Road Behlc le Account (NOVA)

grant,  handlcd throu8h the Intersgency Com-

1t!e€ for Outdoor R€crerclon ( IAC) ,  co do

an access study for thc Slykoolsh Rlvcr '  d ls-

cuased thc l ls tenlnt  post  ncer lng sty le;  vhat

the obJect ive sr6i  and hov l t  sas golng to run,

A I lstenlng post lnvolvca hand on part lc lpat lon

by local  c i t lzens. A probleo ls sddressed by

Sather ing ln snsl l  S,roups snd al louing parr lc i -

pants to volcc chelr  concerns op€nly.  Al l  pro-

bleus are I lsced aod then dlscussed vi th ln a

larger group. Th€ object lve vas to ldenci fy

the problehs secn ui th present acceEs to the

Skykomlsh Rlver.  oncc a group f ln ished l is t ing

probleos. thcy vcrc to ld to plck the rhree they

fel t  sere thc do6t s lgnl f lcant.  Each person

uas given three votes,  thcn the top lhr€e pro-

blems uere ta l l ied.  Here fo l . lous a coobined

sumary of  the conc.rns of  lhe tuo groups

I.  Iopact of  raf t lng -
t raf f lc  -  no parklng

-11tter -  no place for garbage

- lack of  publLc faci l i t les to

chan8e clothca
2. l , lhy not purchasc good acccss polnts?

-across f rou Sportsoenrs Park

-across br ldgc f roo Index

3. Soal l  groups I f lshemcn, kyakers,  etc

are l i . t t lc probleo.

4.  Publ lc acc€s5 to r lver:

-where 1s l t?

- ls 1t  sul table?
5. Rsft lng coEpaoles

-could they provld€ facl l l t les

-should th.y bc pcrtr l t ted?

-should thcy be I lcensed?
6. Destruct lon of  propercy

-publ lc and pr lvace
7. f lood Contrql

- log Jau reuoval
_dao

-r lp r8p reconstruct ion
8. Squatrers/Recr€sEr.on Developoent

Controls
9.  Clv l l  Safety -  the sbl l l ty  to 8et

help /  peoplc uslng the r iver

belng responslble ln prevent in l

accldents /  r lver danger lnfo.

The largest problens plcked uere:

l .  Lack of  r lver access
2. User Mls!se

3. Parking I  Traf f !c -  f lnances
4, Sani tar lon Fsct l l r lcs /  Garbage

Many good polnts verc volccd dur lng the
l lstenlng post act lv l ty and nany ci t izens
froo Index at tended the he€t lng aod gave
dlrect  inpur lnto the problen of  r lver
raf t lng,  and che 16pact l t  has upon a smal!
tom such as lndex,

The next Skykonlsh Scenlc Rlver Advlsor. .

Eoard oeet ing 1s Jsne 21. 1989. I f  you har
any qucst lons on snything to do si !h the
prograE, feel  f ree to contacc sceve Star-

lund at  the lJashlngron Scate Parks Comiss-

ion at  751-1810, or Rol f  Nleuuejaar,  a hem-

ber of  the Advisory Board a( t9 l -2018,

Karen Sanple

f  ron Index. (19 area resldenrs lerc ln arten- ,  ,  
^  

\  1.  r  , , /_/
dancc )

&-
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