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Northern Arizona Proposed Withdrawal Project
Attn: Scott Florence, District Manager

Bureau of Land Management

Arizona Strip District Office

345 East Riverside Drive

St. George, UT 84790-6714

Dear Mr. Florence:

Please accept these formal comments on the Northern Arizona Proposed
Withdrawal Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) from American Whitewater
and the undersigned paddling-related clubs and organizations. Together, we represent
thousands of non-commercial whitewater kayakers, rafters, and canoeists that support the
proposed 20-year withdrawal of approximately 1,010,776 acres of federal lands from new
mining claims.

Our members have a deep personal connection with the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado River and many more aspire to develop one. For many of our members,
paddling the Grand Canyon is a once in a lifetime opportunity requiring years of waiting,
planning, and saving to bring to fruition. The Grand Canyon offers the longest
backcountry river journey in the lower 48 states, and is recognized around the world as
one of the most beautiful, remote, and challenging river trips on the planet. Demand for
this journey far exceeds the number of permits allotted, and citizens from across the
country have an equal chance of securing a permit. We are deeply concerned that new
uranium mining on one million acres around the Canyon could threaten this iconic
national treasure.

In your public letter accompanying the DEIS, you stressed the importance of
offering substantive comments, which “question, with reasonable basis, the adequacy of,
methodology for, or assumptions used for the environmental analysis.” Your analysis
failed to consider the impacts that unrestricted or under-restricted uranium mining could
have on Grand Canyon river trips. The people on these trips, our members, literally live
in the canyon for weeks at a time. They marvel over, drink from, and swim in the
Colorado River as well as cherished tributaries like the Little Colorado River, Kanab
Creek, and Havasu Creek. Experiencing each of these streams is a vital part of paddling
the Grand Canyon, and the water quality and quantity of each is threatened by uranium
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mining. Failing to consider the very real risks to this incomparable and
irreplaceable recreational experience is a massive oversight in the DEIS.

Your analysis seeks to quantify the risks of allowing uranium mining near the
Grand Canyon. The results of your analysis confirm that risks of long term water quality
and quantity impacts exist that could impact iconic tributaries to the Grand Canyon. We
believe that by excluding the Grand Canyon paddling experience from your analysis,
including hiking along, swimming in, and drinking from the tributaries, you have
miscalculated the risks of allowing future uranium mining. Radiation and other pollution
in these streams would directly impact human health and perceptions of wildness. Even
very small reductions in flow in tributaries and springs would impact the experience of
these places.

The quality of the recreation experience in the Grand Canyon is so unique and
valued by the American public that your agency should seek to minimize risks to that
experience — no matter how small you believe those risks to be. Likewise, the potential
consequences of long term radiation pollution and other uranium mining related impacts
to Grand Canyon springs and tributaries are simply too severe to risk.

Therefore, to provide the greatest level of protection for this very special place,
and these treasured experiences, we recommend that Secretary of the Interior Ken
Salazar’s moratorium be upheld and that the BLM adopt Alternative B, the 20-year
withdrawal of approximately 1,010,776 acres of federal mineral estate from the
location and entry of new mining claims under the General Mining Law of 1872.

Thank you for considering our interests.

Sincerely,

Kevin R. Colburn

National Stewardship Director
American Whitewater

2725 Highland Drive
Missoula, MT 59802

Ivan Bartha

Coordinator for Experiential Programs
SCSU Outdoor Endeavors

St. Cloud State University

102 Halenbeck Hall

720 4th Avenue South

St. Cloud, MN 56301

ilbartha @stcloudstate.edu



Jonathan Guy Owens

Director, Hollins Outdoor Program
Hollins University

PO Box 9567

Roanoke, VA 24020

jowens @hollins.edu

Michael Strickland

President

Coosa River Paddling Club

PO Box 5136

Montgomery, AL 36103
coosariverpaddlingclub@gmail.com

Roman Ryder

Sabine Whitewater Club

1601 South Whispering Woods Drive
Lake Charles, LA 70605-1301

info @sabinewhitewater.com

Spalding Hurst

Bardstown Boaters

105 East Broadway
Bardstown, KY 40004
bardstownboaters @gmail.com

Eric Pavlak

Canoeing Chair

Delaware Valley Chapter
Appalachian Mountain Club
PO Box 542

Oaks, PA 19456

eric @outings.org

Mark Scantlebury

President

Lower Columbia Canoe Club
1710 SW Westwood Court
Portland, OR 97239-2736
president@L-ccc.org
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Kay Mason

Secretary Treasurer

The Ozark Mountain Paddlers Inc.
PO Box 1581

Springfield, MO 65801-1581
kleitterman @hotmail.com

Lyle Danielson

President

Iowa Whitewater Coalition, Inc.
PO Box 65453

West Des Moines, IA 50265
danielsonll@aol.com

cc: Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
Acting Assistant Secretary Will Shafroth
Director Bob Abbey
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