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LET MOHAWK SHOW YOU

HOW GOOD A BOAT CAN BE
THE XL-13

MOHAWK'S NEW SOLO WHITEWATER OPEN PLAYBOAT

o g

XL-13 Length 713’3” Depth 15" Width 32%2" Weight 55 IDS. approx.

Over the last three months, the XL-13 has been exhaustively tested by paddlers on the Ocoee,
Nantahala, Upper Youghiogheny, Gauley, Wolf, the East Channel at Wausau and the Kennebec
Rivers. The boaters who have paddled the XL-13 have praised its superb performance.

One boater on the Gauley caught eddies that kayakers couldn't make.

A boater on the Wolf said she liked the short length, "Because it got her close to the action™.

Another paddler simply said, "You have a good canoe!"

The XL-13 is big enough for 200 pounders and not too big for a petite canoer.

The XL-13's unique high-volume flared ends above the waterline create a boat that is extremely
dry. The sleek entry at and below the waterline results in a boat that is easy to paddle and quick
to accelerate. The short length (13'3") and round bilges blend in to flared sides forward and aft
resulting in a boat that can turn on a dime, is stable side-surfing and easy to roll. Like all of our
Royalex boats, the XL-13 has extra reinforcement in the ends, stiff bottoms, plastic decks and
PVC gunwale with aluminum inserts. -

It is my opinion that the new XL-13 is the best solo whitewater open playboat
to come along in years. There may be better canoes out there in the minds
of paddlers but to date they haven't been built. Mohawk Canoes has made
a giant step in introducing this craft to the marketplace and continues to
challenge the competitors. Their attention to the advice of people on the water
has created a great little canoe that will be hard to beat.

—Bruce Penrod

ABOUT THE PADDLER

Bruce Penrod has been paddling and racing whitewater in both tandem and sole-open canoes for 10
years. His experiences include many of the most ﬁopular runs in the East from Maine's Dead and Kennebec
to Georgia's Chattooga. He and his wife Janice had the first known tandem open boat run on the difficult
Upper Yough. Only one and a half hours away from his home in Pennsylvania, the Upper Yough sharpens
his skills often for his favorite type of river. He most enjoys the tight, technical runs of the Appalachian
creeks including the only recently run Paint Creek dropping an average of 150 feet per mile and loaded
with water falls. His is an American Canoe Association Instructor Trainer and the owner of Penrods' Canoe,
which specializesin wood trimmed canoes and oultfitting whitewater canoes. He has paddled many different
bhoats since he began but most recently has paddled a Whitesell hull trimmed in wood. His new boat is
the XL-13.

MOHAWK CANOES e 963 N. Highway 427 e Longwood, FL 32750 e (407) 834-3233




I —
{o1oyd
Slild premoH) SpUEIS oY oWl Jo uoh
-00S SUOAUBD IBRTT UO [[01 2-0 Uedo Tiat uospes Aeo £q
eofoeid Ajeucnusiuiun oRig SBWer pue .Mou au ul, Bureoq Aq juswaroidwi-jjes
SjusInE [ned :19Ac0 yoeq (oloyd [0y ) a%aid pu3 oy
JEAIH ENMERD "WReSHes Jo onem doj ey :
0 [SEADW 18¥00]; Aoy Wi] Mamea Juold

: 8l
slpugEs) spregs A3
sepabes s 8 med eyl o meves y I
surthiees @
Koy san BIBMGEIRIN
TRUOGEN SEIEI0ARE iy —0GI00 Jani SEn 20 expssod Snieis wid EuoseN—ssaoce
e eiefen; vo eadde ewpoue 195" S0y AoneD SepUBYSIL sdio7) duyB961
ur-poacudiur 0 of wesosd eseois 9S00 WON0E I3 SAOL AN SONS VALY
sjuaun) uogenissUe) | z)
535081 “g"N Sdjay Buiuies ul
et Buiipped Lum Buore Buqui siejo BEXCE JeA MON PaINpayDs [erse- W YME
sjaug WV 8 1I_
[T T ]
A S € gy o] IBu 5| Ubksap
Ieyw st00u o) pesoddne siapped ae Moy sizoq Busino ‘sieoq yean ‘sEoqurbg |
sowud jeoq Woisny a9t
powad song Aq
Suppped Liad e N0y Einou J0) UOGIE JBJEME] A BP0 OSTE SIUAUI) BSOU) LMEdS 1By
SABEA UEIINOLI MOLEU 8y) 10 “Spooy 20es j0 oSy B SBY BuRASULRS ‘UMoIsUYP
A0 poold o€
o) eor Aq
Ol JOLICY B X0 ENOW
WINUAADE UE 5Q | [ Q- PUBRWOY NINZ By) j0 LBoy BUg i wij siemaliye B Buneyy
INpRZEMY ¥z
1 "ON "ARCEX Swnjop,
6861 Aerugaduenuep

AP 191eMA)IUM uedLiawe

FHL 40 TVYNHAOP




Dagger Paddles |

=1 Dagger Rd, P.O. Box 132
Long Creek, S.C. 29658 |

803-647-6958—.

Self-flagellation

L] Syracuse Computer Store. All rights reserved.
e ———

This editorial will serve as a
1nrm of self-flagellation for past sins.

I confess, over the past two
years I've tried to steer the content of
American Whitewater toward higher-
&nd boating. And despite the cogent
chsewations of Charlie Walbridge, many
cf our articles have focussed on poten-
iially dangerous descents without fully
axposing the inherent risks.

Like many boaters with con-
siderable experience on difficult water
writhout incident, I've developed a cer-
1iafA ennui towards certain basic safety
grocedures. | don't use float bags, |
wrear a PFD with a low floatation value,
| wear a home-made helmet. What the hell, | haven't had a real swim in three or
four years--l can't remember.

That is, until last Sunday.

We were on the Lower Moose--normally a class IV river, an advanced

ntermediate run. Onlyon that day, the Moose was at nearflood stage--11 feet on
ihe gauge. To our knowledge, it had never been run at a higher level.

Nc big deal. The Moose's class4 drops increased adegree and
wrater was extremely pushy but we negotiated the rapids with little difficulty.

With the takeout bridgein sight, I had asimple series of ledges left onthe
rin. Normally a class 3, | was already thinking of the beer as | slid over the edge
and into a surprisingly sticky hydraulic.

My boat did not want to come out. When I finally did extricate myself, my
spray skirt was blown, my float-baglessboat filled with water to the cockpit.

Under normal conditions, | would have had 300 yards of calm waier
tzefore the river plummeted over the 40-foot slide that marks the beginning of the
zlass 5 Bottom Moose section. But at 11 feet, a series of waves andexpress-train

' zurrent extended from the takeout bridge to the horizon line of the waterfall.

After100yards of franticpaddling, my boat was no closerto shore. At150
yards, Ifigured it was swimordie. At 250 yards, I finally grabbedafriendlytree limb
and pulled myself over up on the bank. It was a close thing. While swimming, |
wrasn't sure | was going to make it.

Would float bags have made a difference? Maybe. Probably. But my
kzrand-naw Falcon was never recovered. Going through the Bottom Moose at 11
feet, | doubt I there's a piece left bigger than two square inches. Of course, had
I gone over the falls, I'd be in a similar condition.

I'll boat again this weekend. Hell, | hope the Moose is still at 11 feet. But
| won't have that sense of ennui. Either on the river or in the pages of American

American Whitewater Staff
Editor: Chris Koll, 7987 #5 Road W., Fabius,NY 13063
Regional Editors: Bob Gedekoh, John Porterfield, Forrest Callaway
Membership Director: Marge Weaver, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067
Advertising Director: Phyllis Horowitz W(914)679-2300 H(914)688-7401
Conservation: Pope Barrow
Safety: Charlie Walbridge
Address Changes: Keith Morgan, 2601 Tanglewood Dr., Durham, NC 27705
Missing Copies: Contact Peter Skinner, Box 272, W. Sand Lake, NY 12195
American Whitewater is printed by the Hi-Neighbor, Cazenovia,NY. Laser printing by
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- PADDLERS!

&u add to your paddling enjoyment, CANOE would liketo

|

THE send you a FREE issue of CANOE magazine. CANOE is North
AMERICAN T Americas #1 Resourcefor Canoeing and Kayaking — the
WHITEWATER " magazine that takesyou to the wild places, the
~quiet places, the symphony of mountain and
AFFILIATION “—river, the heat of competition...plus reviews of
latest equi pment, accessories, techniques,
|BOARD OF DIRECTORS ~fitness...and much more!
Pope Barrow _JYFC’- R STl i ey FREE Tsaiee of (AR, ail I
2 subscniption — . y
136-13th Street, SE. 'T_fgrtfff/h?ght[l\?lviIslul;etgill} e 1 1 ;T:Orgzlt f&ﬁ?&%ﬁ |
Washington, DC 20003 may simply write “cancel™ on the ivoice and pass my sample |
. Marge Cline fssue on to a friend with no obligation.
| 1343 North Portage [ vnoe |
Palatine, IL 60067 |
Bob Gedekoh fl
Box 228, RD 4
Elizabeth, PA 15037 -
Bob Glanville | _CyfState/Zip —
Prahl & Glanville i . Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery o first issue. Add $3 per y@ tor — m ‘
. tions. Other foreign subscriptions are $48 per year (airmail), cash payment in U.S. currency
2400 Rand Building | _—
Buffalo, NY 14203-1924 { Call 1-800-MY-CANOE or send coupon to: CANOE |
Diana Holder . EETTEETEEENET magazine, PO Box 10748, Des Moines, IA 50347. |
PO Box 20253

Roanoke, VA 24018
Phyllis Horowitz
| PO Box 329
Phoenicia, NY 12464
Eric Magneson
PO Box 74
Coloma, CA 95613
i John Porterfield
290 Prospect St.
Manchester, NH 03104
Pete Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Rd.
W. Sand Lake, NY 12195
Keith Thompson WE SPECIALIZE IN SQUIRT KAYAKS

1171 N. 10th St. The Pro Jet by New Wave is in stock i sizes from full to an 1" cut We carry only the
Lararnie, WY 82070 heavy duty 5 over 6 layups with epoxy seams and minicell walls as the standard Other
Exccuive Dirclor Sy 1 sk o e S e et e AcoBat o | e oo
Risa Ca"away and Dragonflys Call us for a price on a new deck boat delivered anywhere east of the
PO Box 375 I Mississippi
Denver, NC 38037 T
Treasurer
l Claire Gesalman |
6301 Hillcrest Place |
Alexandria, VA 22312

BOB TAYLOR'S

APPOMATTOX RIVER CO., INC.
610 N. Main St.
Farmville, Virginia 23901

Phone 804-392-6645
Open Tuesday-Saturday

J
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Own the best.
Canoes by Whitesell, Ltd.

(404) 325-5330. Box 9839. Atlanta. GA 30319

Test

yourself
with the best!
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Rates start at Weekends. $92 00, Five

Days: $140.00(U.S.), subject to currency
‘exchange. Book early to avoid disappoint-
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After June 1st: Barry's Bay, Ont., P.O.
Box 635, KOJ 1BO (613)756-3620
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A big mistake

Greetings:

Thank you for the sample of
your magazine and the membership
information that we requested.

We find your magazine very
informative, and we are interestedin a
continuing subscription. Is this auto-
maticonce we jointhe organizationand
receive membership status?

We also support your goals
and objectives. Enclosedis a member-
ship contribution that should demon-
strate our belief in your goals.

While reading over your
membership brochure, however, we were
very disappointed by your disparaging
comments that seem directed toward
the ACA. Our school is very actively
involved with the ACA and also sup-
ports their admirable goals. Why is it
that these two organizationsdon't sup-
port each other? Your brochure would
be just as effective if you eliminated
what the AWA is NOT. Derogatory
comments leave a bad taste in the
mouth.

We hope you will consider our
sincere comments and suggestions.

Sincerely,

Jean Bergstrom

Program Coordinator

Outdoor Centre of New England

Dear Jean,

In answer to your first ques-
tion-yes, all AWA members receive a
subscription to American Whitewater.

In reference to your observa-
tions regarding our membership bro-
chure, you bring up what hasproved an
extremely embarrassing subject.

The offending passage at-
tempts to polint out that the AWA pro-
vides good value for a members's con-
servationdollars because our directors
and staff are all volunteers--we don't

have the overhead of offices or salaries
as do some conservationgroups. "We
don'thave commodores,” ourbrochure
proclaimed, and that single line has
resultedin a flood of deservedcriticism.

The ACA, of course, uses the
title of “commodore” the way the AWA
has "directors.” So that line looks like a
direct slap at the ACA.

| know the author of the bro-
chure had no such intention. | suspect
he wasn't even thinking of the ACA
when he used the term, but probably
focused on that particular title because
it has a rather old-fashioned, elitist sound
to it. Now--don't get me wrong, ACA,
I'm not inferring you're an old-fash-
ioned, elitist organization. | know that
the term “commodore” is a traditional
title--one that has been retained from
your old, storiedpast. What we did was
go for the cheap shot--hoping people
with no knowledge of the ACA’s worth
background would react against the
image of a stuffy bureaucrat.

We were wrong. Apologies
have already been issued to the ACA.
The AWA works closely with the ACA in
the area of safety--as a matter of fact,
the ACA prints our safety code--andwe
have deep respect for the organization.

As Ihave said, we're all volun-
teers at the AWA. And while we've
developed a certain capability in the
areas of river conservationand safety,
we're amateurs in the matter of public
relations.

Atta' boy, Pete!

Dear Chris:

Please consider the letter be-
lowto Pete Skinner for use in American
Whitewater's Letters column.

Dear Pete,
Thanks for youreffort in send-

ing back issues of the AWA journal to
my new address. I'm sure address



changesare just one of the many trivial

and thankless tasks AWA must keep
abreast of in addition to the more im-
portant concerns at hand.

The March/April issue of
American Whitewater, listing AWA
candidates and proposedconstitutional
amendments, was one of the issues
that just arrived and need it be said I
missed the opportunity to vote. Con-
gratulations to you and the others on
your success in the election (American
Whitewater, July/August 1988, also just
arrived).

However, unless I've over-
looked something, the election result
concerning the ratification of the
constitution was omitted from the jour-
nal. Except for ltem #12, the proposed
constitutionalchanges appearedfavor-
able. Item #12 was ambiguous or, if
intended as stated, too carte blanche
for my taste.

Thanks to you and the rest of
the AWA team, the association is very
much alive and the journalhas become
amostinformativepublication on white-
water issues and the whitewater com-
munity. Spend the enclosed contribu-
tion to best advantage.

Sincerely,
Charles Peterson
Elizabeth, NJ

Dear Charles,

The constitution won. /forgot
to include the results. So what's new?

Writers Guidelines

American Whitewater wel-
comes submissions from its readers.
Proposedarticlesshouldrelateinsome
way to whitewater...river
conservation...expeditionary
boating...safety...interviews with river
personalities..paddling techniques. Our
readers are most interestedin new riv-
ers, not previously described in well-
known guidebooks. Most of our read-
ers are intermediateto advancedboat-

1 letters

" ers, they do notneedinstructionon how

to brace orroll, but they are interested
in innovative designs and styles. We
try to be receptiveto any and all ideas.

The readers of American
Whitewater are interested in
whitewater...unlike some boating maga-
zines we do not publish articlesregard-
ing flatwatercanoeingor seakayaking.

Submissions should be double
spaced and neat. Correct spelling and
grammar are appreciated.

Photos should be included
when appropriate. Black and white
prints or color slides are accepted. Photos
with pronounced color contrastsrepro-
duce best.

Storiesmustbe editedas nec-
essary to fit the format of American
Whitewater. Remember that even the
work of professional writers is usually
heavily edited before publication. The
editor of a major outdoor publication
recently revealed that he rarely deals
with amateur writers, not becausetheir
work is inferior, but because they are
unwilling to accept appropiate editing.
Expect to see some changes in your
story.

Story length should rarely
exceed 3000 words...twelve typed
pages..double spaced. The best sto-
ries have adistinctfocus or slant. This
aspect of the story should make it unique
and should catch the readers' interest.
The focus should be introduced in a
clear way at the beginningof the article.

It is often better not to use
chronological order in telling the story
of a river exploration. Our readers
rarely care about what kind of vehicle
was drivento the put-in or which inter-
states were traversed. Avoid extrane-
ous detailsandcliches. Openthe story
with an excitinganecdotethat will catch
the readers' interest, then fill in the
details later.

Humorous stories and articles
with a different point of view recieve
special consideration.

The editors and writers of
American Whitewater do not receive
financialcompensation Everyeffort will
be made to return submitted materials
but we can not guarantee their safety.

Unsratd Faliag Ldwisvisres'
Chind Vanglse

Rutbia Haiws & Daahiay
Taray Larah

U aedile pptae pplnkie

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquoterra, Extrosport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Woter Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner ond more.

Write for our FREE Cotalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

| WILDWATER DESIGNS

230 PENLLYN PIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422

_# 215-646-5034
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Hot whitewater filmsremains
thebest curefor midwinter blues

Start the 1989 paddling sea-
son off with a splash! The Sixth Na-
tional Paddling Film Festival willbe held
on February24 and 25 atthe University
of Kentucky Health Science Leaming
Centerin Lexington. Sponsoredby the
Bluegrass Wildwater Association and
Menasha Ridge Press, the Festival at-
tracts paddling enthusiasts from around
the country to share experiences in
person and on film.

The Festival begins Friday night
with a reception from 7 to 10. The
competition and viewing begins Satur-
day moming at 10 and continues through
5 that afternoon. Spectators are sure
to be entertained by the skills, exploits
and adventures of fellow paddlers, the
scenic beauty of the diverse waterways
represented, the thrill of competitive
paddling and the outrageoushumorous
entries.

The competition is open to
amateurs with prizes awarded in the
following categories: recreational/sce-
nic, racing, humor, safetylinstructional,
club entry and best paddling slide. Those
who make films professionally may enter
the Professional Competitive Exhibi-
tion.

Slide presentations, 8 mm/
super8mm film orvideo tape presenta-
tions are accepted. Presentations are
judged on creativity, photographic quality,
editing/pacing,content and use of sound/
music/narration.All presentations must
be less than 20 minutes in length. The
deadline for entries is February 20,
1989.

The Festival Party begins at
8pm and is held at an indoor swimming
pool. Winners are announced and
awards are presented. Swimming, drink-

ing and dancing follow and the BWA's 7|

own Women in Rubber will almost surely

make an appearance. Typically the
Party rages until the wee hours of the
moming, as whitewater enthusiasts
celebrate the arrival of the upcoming
paddling season.

e e

Those desiring additional in-
formation or entry forms should write to
the Bluegrass Wildwater Association,
po box 4231, Lexington, Kentucky 40504.

Rob Turanisapark ranger at the New River
Gorge National River. Naturally, he has
considerableexposure to whitewater boaters
and their liquid antics. But lest paddlers form
theimpression that all therecreational
opportunitieswithin the National River's
boundaries lie on the water, Rob offer sthe
followinginvitation to...

Surf some sandstone!

by Rob Turan

Somebody was doing some-
thing right when he designed this play-
pen. Cause he knew that eventually
someone wouldrealize just how funit is
to negotiatethose rapids andto climbto
the top of those cliffs. Of course, it
would take a while before the world got
tired of the hum-drum of day-to-day life
and decided to get off its butt and play,
and play, and play...

"lwas cranking on 'Desperate
But Not Serious' when I jumped on a
radical5.1 1 micro-edge into a lay-back
move and was looking at a 20-foot
screamer. ldeducedthenthatthe route
was both desperate and way serious."
River Rats, allow meto introduce youto
Crag Rats.

Within 20 minutes after the

day-long immersion in the wet world of
the New River and indulging in appro-
priate boating lingo with fellow argo-
nauts of whitewater mayhem, you can
be seduced into the contemplative and
serene world of hard core rock climb-
ing.

It is then that you too will per-
haps allow yourself to partake in this
other sub-dialect of the Englishtongue.
Climbers, like their boating partners in
craziness, seemtohaveaninnate need
to communicate withtheir peers speak-
ing their own unique dialect. Perhaps
they need to justify their suicidal (at
least as the rest of the world perceives
it) tendencies. Maybe they just don't
want to sound like tourists.

But enough of the language



transition. Let us look at the vertical
world of rock which even the most
hardcore of boaterscannot refrainfrom
peering at while drifting through the
pools between Upper Keeney and
Greyhound.

The rock of the New River
Gorge is truly world class. It is a very
compact sandstone resulting in a con-
sistently hard textured finish. The cliffs

range in size from 40 to 120 feet high

and feature an abundance of superb
finger and hand cracks.

These obvious lines were the
first to be climbed. Recent develop-
ment has concentrated on the faces

betweenthe cracks. These face climbs |

have proven to be as outstanding as
the cracks themselves.

There are currently over 750
routes at New River. As the rockitself is
very vertical there is not an ample supply
of beginner (easy) routes. However,
anyone who is in good physical condi-
tion (boater types) can quickly adapt to
the rock at New Riverby employingtop-
rope technique and cranking (climbing)
hard. All you really need are climbing
shoes, a harness, a rope, some slings
and a few carabineers for anchors.

Once you experiencethe other
prescribedNew Riveradrenalinfix (we'll
not get into BAS.E. jumping) of expo-
sure on the cliffs while looking at your
buddieswaitingin lineto run" Z, you'll
probablywantto sellthat old boat that's
been buried under the cobwebs in the
yard (you've been meaning to fix it up)
and spend a few bucks on lead gear.

And since some of you were
probably already experienced rock jocks
before turningonto boating, you can dig
the sack of hexes (what's a friend) out
of the back of the closet and try fitting
them into those awesome cracks. You
might even still have the old E.B.'s
(shoes).

Probablythe best place to get
the initial feel of the rock is atthe Bridge
Buttress Area. As you come out of
Teay's Landing on river right, it will be
the large expanse of rock onthe left just
before crossing the bridge structure.
Another clue will be all those people
running around in multi-colored under-
wear. Simply look around until you find

somethingyou like and walk around to
the leftto an obviousbreak inthe cliff to
get to the top to set up a top rope. Of
course, then you are hooked and will
want to explore other areas. Guide-

t-books can be purchased from Gauley

Expeditionslocated near The Pancake
House.

Since I'm more comfortable
with soloing 59 than trying to roll in
Middle Keeney, I could expound on the
existential virtues of spending every
spare momentexploring the infinite finger
pockets of New River Gorge rock for
umpteen more paragraphs.Butinstead
I will simply say that few places in the
world offer this kind of whitewater so
close to this kind of rock climbing.

So the next time you're in the
area, bring some gear and take off the
riveralittle early. Try outthe rock. You'll
like it. It willtake a little time to adjust to
the language, but that's okay. Crag
Rates and River Rats are really the
same type of people. They just con-
verse differently.

& awa briefs

If you would like more infor-
mation on rock climbing at New River,
contact:

Rob Turan

New River Gorge National River
Box 1189

Oak Hill, WV 25901

Skinner adds to family

AWA director Pete Skinner,
who frequently claims that balancing
time between his full-time job with the
New York attorney generals office and
his varied river conservation projects
requires 25 hours aday, must have dis-
covered a way to save time as well as
rivers.

Skinner's wife, Bonnie, gave
birthto 5 pound, 15 ounce William Skin-
ner on November 15. Mother and child
are both fine.

"Make sureit getsin American
Whitewater," Skinnersaid. "l don't have
time to send out announcements.'

Right, Pete.

Gravity Sports Films, Inc.

American Distributor of the best International

New Release!!!

adventure films and videotapes.Q

River Rescue: the video

by Les Bechdal & Anne R. Ford

The ultimate instructional video for whitewater safety
has arrived! If you're serious about whitewater,

this video is a must!

e have over 70 titles in our library in whitewater,
skiing, climbing, mountainbiking and boardsailing.|

Check your local outdoor retailer for our library

OR
call or write for our FREE catalog

(800)346-4884

100 Broadway Jersey City, MNJ 07306

Dealer Inquiries Welcome!
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FIeX|bIetra1 ning technlqu&s
contributestoUSdalom success

By Kent Ford

Manager Nantahala Outdoor Center
Instructional Program, 10-year mem-
ber US Whitewater team, 2-time World
champion, C- 7 team event

The US whitewater slalom team
has been very successfulin recent years,
winning best country award at several
World Championships, winning gold and
bronze medals at two Worlds in C-2,
and completely dominating the C-1 class
withthree or four boats in the top seven
since 1977.

Sometimesit seems that these
results have come againsttremendous
odds--beating the well-financed and
structured European teams. So it is
surprising that most American paddlers
wouldn'ttrade our systemfor any other
in the world.

The trademark of the US sys-
tem is its flexibility to allow individual
paddlers to train independently. This
format evolved not by purpose, but
because there hasn't been the kind of
government support that most Euro-
pean teams count on.

Ron Lugbill, USteam member
from 1975-81 and rookie team coach,
explains how important the differences
are:

"The fact that there hasn't been
so much (financial) support has made it
a little tougher for American paddlers,"
Lugbill said. "On the other hand, in the
Europeanfederations, whoeverhasthe
money controls the recipients...the
American paddlers are a lot freer, they
can arrange their equipment, travel,
andtrainingtosuittheirindividualneeds
instead of trying to fit into a group
situation."

This flexibility has given the
Americans the opportunity to take ad-
vantage of the frequent rules changes
and improved equipment of the seven-
tieswhile the largerorganizationsof the
Europeansare unable to adapt as quickly.

"Thereis a good healthy vari-

ety in our training methods, boat de-
signs and techniques that create more
possibility for improvement" Lugbill said.
"Paddlers are eager to 'try something
different--anduse it if it proves fasterby
the stopwatch."

Nowhere has this worked as
well as with the US C-1 class. The
undisputed leaders of this charge are
Jon Lugbill and David Hearn who have
placed 1-2 since 1979 and have won
the team event every year. The heri-
tage of open canoeing, and earlier US
designed boats like the Slipper and
Seagull helped inspire Hearn, Lugbill
and Robison conceive the Max series
of boats, now in its seventh version.

This flexibility has given the
Americans the opportunity to
take advantage of the frequent
rules changes and improved
equipment of the seventies
while the larger organizations
of the Europeans are unable to
adapt as quickly.

"For the last seven years, just
about all the C-1s in the world have
used our boats," Hearn said. "Max C-
Is are sold under license in 14 coun-
tries, and also in 3 or 4 Eastern Block
countries. When we show up at a race
there is a certain security in knowing
that the boat we are paddlingis the boat
everyone else is looking at to be pad-
dling the next year. We have switched
that around from ten years ago."

The Europeans have learned
to watch the Americans for other new
innovations in the sport. An example of
American innovation is the close cock-
pit C-2 now used by all higher levels of
the sport.

"Wedon' justtakeforgranted
that the foreigndesignis better, evenin

kayak," said Jon Lugbill. "This holds
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true fortechnique as well--forupstream
gates and pivoting (squirting, as it is
known by river runners now). The
Americans aren't necessarily better than
the Europeans now, but they definitely
got those skills from us."

The US selection system is
unique from many other countries and
seemsto have played a significantrole
in the development of a strong US
team. The main difference is US reluc-
tance to trim down its team size to a
select few thereby allowing its weaker
or younger paddlers the opportunityto
gain experience of competition.

Perhaps Jon and Ron Lugbill
haveproventhe worth ofthat approach,
having gainedvaluable experience while
placing third from last in 1975 before
their later successes.

And unlike most other teams
in the world, the US sticks to a definite
American manner of final team selec-
tion based on a one-weekend, winner-
takes-all trials format to pick the four
bestineachevent. Thereis nopercent-
age cut-off, no biases by coaches to
clutterthe athlete's goals--the best ath-
letes on that particular day of the trials
get to represent their country.

ltis notasystemsupported by
other countries. Jean Senelier, French
C-1 team member and 1981 bronze
medalist, points out the risk of choosing
a team based on a single day's per-
formance.

"I think that the best system
for selectionis by the coaches, without
competition," Senelier said. "They see
the athletes all year and are in good
position to judge the capacity of each
athlete. They are more likely to pick the
best paddler for the Worlds."

Still, the US selectionprocess
has produced many youthful team
members to be molded by coach Bill
Endicott. The winner-take-all philoso-
phy encourages young up-and-coming
paddlers to challenge the veterans on
the river knowing its their performance
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Many of the other countries
have a nationaltraining plan that every
prospectiveteam paddler is supposed
to follow. Paddlers aren't allowed the
flexibility to design their own program.

"While these plans are well
researched, they are not tailored to
individuals," Lugbill said. "They arebased
on research in other sports--primarily
running and swimming--which involve
different training principals.”

Currently, the most elaborate
structure for coaching canoesport is in
France. The Federation Francaise de
| Canoe Kayak (FFCK) reachesdownto
everypaddlerinevery littletown all over
France. The federation unites all the
water enthusiasts including all the newly
formed rafting organizations. Many
French team members are paid for

World championJon Lugbillis testimony to the success of the U.S. team's flexible

training program.

rather than their reputation that deter-
mines the outcome.

The young paddlers are in good
hands under Endicott. His four books
and hisattitudeof sharingallhe canfind
out about the sport's winners has made
him whitewater's leading authority.

"Bill helps me by helping me
get each year's plan down on paper to
achieve my goals,"” Hearn said. "His
biggest asset is the time he has in-
vested in the sport--he has the back-
ground of knowledge necessary to give
quality feedback. When Bili started
coaching, he took East Germany's Wulf

Reineke's advice to base training on -

time inthe boat. This leadto the first big
jump by the American's paddling all
yearlong. Nowwe find Europeanstrain-
ing with us in Costa Rica."

The 1987 training camp in
Costa Rica provided US coach Ron
Lugbillwithaninteresting dilemma: how
to balancethe differenttraining plans of
the 15 Americans, five Italians and two
Frenchmen.

“It is a little difficult to keep
things organized and controlling the
traffic onthe river, Lugbill said, ""but that
is part of the challenge, puttingtogether
a schedule that accommodates every-
one. Everyone wants to do at least
some of their workouts with the group

T since for sop many that was part of the

motivationin coming here. | sometimes

do envy the European coaches belng
let ttel
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AWA to New York's DEC:

Stop

More damage
on the
embattled
Bottom Moose

Paddlers noticed
something had changedto
the rapids on the Bottom
Moose River below Lower
Lyonsdale Falls during the
first Fall water release. In
early October, others con-
firmedit: Lyonsdale Associ-
ates, owner of the 2.1
megawatt hydro project at
the Burrows Paper Com-
pany facility, had eliminated
800 feet of Class Il rapids
to lower the river 4 feet and
thereby make more power
revenue (around $60,000
per year). In doing so, the
Company blew away over
62,100 cubic feet of rock
and created a straight
channel where once
sculpted boulders directed
the water into pleasant hy-
draulics and play waves.

Did Lyonsdale
have all their permits?
YES!

Were the permits
issued legally? NO!

For well over one
year, NY Audubon, AWA,
and other environ- mental
groups have been com-
plained that the NYS
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation has
been violating their own
laws in issuing permits for

"This lawsuit represents a major shift
In tactics for these groups long used to
seeking policy changes through less
adverserial channels. There comes a
time, however, when a pattern of
legalized river damage becomes
intolerable. No river segment will be
safe if "conservation” agencies
continue to break the law."

hydro projects without re-
quiring the developers pre-
pare environmental impact
statements (EISs). AWA
met with Commissioner
Jorling in the Spring of
1988 to seek redress and
he said the State EIS law
would be enforced. Jorling
apparently hasn't kept his
promise.

If this huge chan-
nelization project had been
treated like a dock permit
for Lake George (evaluated
for environmental signifi-
cance and noticed in the
DEC Environmental Notice
Bulletin), AWA and con-
cerned river lovers across
the state would have raised
a ruckus and an EIS might
have been required. If DEC
had issued a permit
afterward, AWA would
have fought long and hard
to stop the project. Sadly,
AWA found out too late--
and the Moose got mauled-
-again!

This insult to New
York’s river resources was

one too many. On Novem-
ber 21, AWA, American
Rivers, American Canoe
Association, the Kayak and
Canoe Club of New York
and NY Audubon Society
filed suit against the
Department to annul the
permit. Similar litigation on
the federal level is under
consideration as well.

AWA wants DEC and other
federal agenciesto start
obeying the law and fix the
mess on the Moose.

This lawsuit repre-
sents a major shiftin
tactics for these groups
long used to seeking policy
changes through less
adversarial channels. There
comes a time, however,
when a pattem of legalized
river damage becomes
intolerable. No river
segment will be safe if
""conservation' agencies
continue to break the law.

Prosecuting a law-
suit like this will demand
skilled professionals. DEC
will be representedby ex-

breaking the law!

periencedenvironmental
legal team in the Attorney
General's office. AWA's
cause on the Bottom
Moose was blessed by the
offer of the firm of
Whiteman, Osterman and
Hanna to take on the case
"pro bono." In particular, a
well known environmental
lawyer in the firm, Phil
Gitlen, agreed to carry on
the fight for the plaintiffs.
AWA's trusty lawyer, Chuck
McGraw in Washingtonis
evaluating our options for
federal forums.

The case is par-
ticularly important. Not only
has the Moose been
mauled by issuance of this
permit, but also other river
segments may have been
damaged in a similar
manner. Preliminary
research by Ron Dodson of
NY Audubon has revealed
that issuance of "modifica-
tions" to existing stream
disturbance permits in New
York without notification of
{he publi¢ has been
frequent. Hopefully, by next
summer, the DEC will be
forcedto require Lyonsdale
Associates to restore the
rapids to their former
character.
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Bottom Moose
release program
Improved for 1989

The first season of |

paddling the Bottom Moose
under the recreational plan
negotiated between Long
Lake Energy and the AWA
has drawn to a close with
record numbers of boaters
taking advantage of release
days to descendthe class
5 New York river.

Many paddlers re-
sponded to a questionnaire
mailed out in early summer.
We were seeking some
feedback on what worked
and what didn't work in
terms of our efforts to
make paddling the Bottom
Moose as enjoyable as
possible. Well, we do read
guestionnaireswhen they
come back and we'd like to
thank all the folks who took
the time to give their
comments.

A prime concern
this year was the confusion
over how to order an "op-
tional release”. The AWA
would like to thank Nanette
Burke and the rest of the
staff at Adirondack River
Outfitters for performing
yeoman's duty in fielding
calls for information and in
coordinating optional days.
This year it will be easier.
No longer will you have to
guess on Wednesday what
water levels will be on Sat-
urday as individual pad-
dlers will be able to
schedule optional weekend
releases directly from Long
Lake's offices in Port
Leyden, NY (315-348-
6873) up until 5 pm Friday.

Remember, we
only have the 10 scheduled
releases andthe 10
optional days so let's use
these scarce resources
fairly. When requesting a
release, try to ensure that
others in the paddling com-
munity know about it so we

| have good utilization of the
| release. Take the time to

notify ARO on the nearby
Black River of your plans
so that local paddlers can
join you on the river.

Another area of
concern was the "check-in,
check-out" procedure in-
sisted on by Long Lake as
a method of (1) enforcing
safety concerns and (2)
reducing their exposureto
liability. The general
consensus was that the
procedure was a pain in the
butt.

Ironically, Long
Lake's failure to keep boat-
ers out of project area
stretch of river on days
other than the 20 negoti-
ated dates may doom this
inconvenience.

When'the Moose
runs over five feet, enough
water spills over Long
Lake's dam to make the
dewatered stretch run-
nable. However, it was
Long Lake's contention that
paddler's could not take
advantage of high natural
flow unless it was a sched-
uled release date and
sought a clarification of
their license to that end.

The AWA filed op-

AWA director Bob Glanville on the Bottom Moose.

posing papers with FERC
and FERC determinedthat

+-Long Lake could not

abridge our right of access.
The effect of the ruling was
to leave Long Lake in the
position of requiring a
check-in on their release
days when no water is
siphoned off, but not during
those periods when they
were altering conditions of
the riverbed by generating
power.

Long Lake was
sensitive to this anamoly,
particularly since it was
costing them money to ad-
ministerthe check-in
process. That factor,
together with the success-
ful safety record of the past
season, will resultin Long

| Lake joining with the AWA

in recommending to FERC
that the check-in be
abolished.

Other significant
developments include: later
times for releases (now
they'll go from 12 pmto 7
pm instead of 10 amto 5
pm); availability of Fridays
and Mondays as optional
days on holiday weekends;
agreements that Long Lake
will step up its debris
removal efforts, undertake
significant replanting, to
work with us to modify the
weir at Ager's Falls to avoid
some of its present
recirculationandto
enhance the area below
Crystal by mitigating the in-
trusion of construction and

13
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Moosereleases...

by providing a path out of
the river at that point.

Like most new
programs we've had a few
operational kinks but we
are confident that many of
them can be worked out.
There will be a new
brochure with the 1989
release schedules printing
in the next month or so.
Paddling shops, outfitters
and clubs please notify us
so we can get themto you.
What we need to keep it
working is plenty of input so
keep the cards and letters
coming:

Adrianne and Eric Ryan
AWA Regional Conserva-
tion Representatives

325 West 82 #1

New York, NY 10024

After last-minute veto thr eat...
Regan SsgnsWV RiversBIll

It was the tail end
of a miserable 10-day anxi-
ety attack. After a pro-
longed 2-year struggle,
both the House and Senate
had passed the West
Virginia Rivers Bill on
October 16, sending the bill
to the president for signing.

Scouting down-
stream, all of us working on
the bill thought the last drop
(Presidential approval)
would be a straight shot.
After all, there was no
longer any opposition. Or
so we thought.

But the bill lay un-
signed on the President's
desk for 9 1/2 long days. If
Regan failed to sign the bill

by the end of the day on

/ WHITEWATER

EQUIPHMENT CATALDG

- S

October 26, the legislation
would be vetoed. Incred-
ible!

The rumor soon
became official. The De-
partment of Interior had
sent a letter to Regan. Its
message was--veto the bill.

Somebody was
playing politics with West
Virginia rivers. But who was
it and what was the angle?
We may never know. Every
West Virginiapolitician,
save one, supportedthe
bill. Only the governor,
Arch Moore, had not
jumped on the bandwagon.
Was Arch quietly trying to
kill it? No one knew. Even
groups which had earlier
opposed the bill, like the

National Rifle Association,
the State Dept. of Natural
Resources and the timber
companies were calling the
White House to support it.
Key supporters of George
Bush in West Virginia were
helping.

But the President
still had not signed the bill--
and time was running out.

Finally, late in the
day, the nightmare ended.
At 4:30 PM, my phone
rang. It was Congressman
Nick Rahall's staff. A
familiar voice said, "He did
it?”

The Gauley and
the Lower Meadow are now
part of a National Recrea-
tion Area, under National
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Park Service management;
and the Bluestone is West
Virginia's first wild and
scenicriver. Land along the
banks will be acquired for
public use. All three rivers
are permanently off-limits
to development.

This took three
years of hard work. The
idea was hatched by Con-
gressman Nick Rahall and
his energetic staff assis-
tant, Jim Zoia. Both are big
fans of West Virginia
whitewater. After two bruis-
ing battles with the Corps
of Engineers over a
proposed hydro project on
the Gauley, they decided to
put the river off-limits to
developmentfor ever, and
to add in the Lower
Meadow and Bluestone for
good measure.

Rahall and Zoia
got local political honchos
and businessmento back

the idea, including most of
the oultfitters. Dave Brown
of the Eastern Professional
River Oultfitters was a key
early advocate. Private
boaters eagerly jumped on
board. Then so.did local
environmental groups.

The bill got a fast
start. When it looked like a
sure winner, a local envi-
ronmental group persuaded
another Congressman to
add in the Greenbrier
River. But no political
groundwork had been laid
for the Greenbrier. It
providedto be a disaster..
With the addition of the
Greenbrier, the bill did pass
the House of Representa-
tives, but its momentum
slowed, then stopped.

Almost two years
passed before agreement
was reached to drop the
Greenbrier and the bill be-
gan to move again. Finally,

o P
ak

it passedthe Senate in
September.

Unfortunately, dur-
ing the long stall in the
Senate, the bill attracted
another problem. Trapping
interests noticedthat the
bill outlawed trapping in the
rivers it covered. They
pulled some strings in the
Senate to change that. But

| certain key leaders in the

House of Representatives
opposed trapping in wild
and scenic rivers. So when
the bill came back to the
House with the trapping
amendment, it stalled
again.

Finally, Congress-
man Rahall cooked up
some new legislative
language which made
everyone happy. The bill
passed the House and
Senate for the second time
and went to the White
House. The rest s history.

Little R ver Canyon anational park?

Alabama's DeSoto
State Park, home of the ex-
pert whitewater of the Little
River Canyon, could be-
come part of the national
park system if the federal
govemment follows the rec-
ommendation of Jim
Martin, director of the
Alabama Department of
Conservationand Natural
Resources.

Martin said Little
River Canyon, which is part
of DeSoto, was "something
unique and special.”" In a
recent meeting with a na-
tional park planner, he
suggestedlinking the
canyon with portions of
Weiss Lake in Cherokee
County and with the
abandoned Tennessee-

Alabama-Georgia Railroad
line, which runs from
Gadsden to the Georgia
line.

“I've always had a
strong feeling that with the
beautiful old railroad bed,
you could put a grader over
it, pack it, resurface it and
plank those bridges and
you would have one of the
most outstandingtrails for
hiking, biking and horses,"
Martin said.

Itis not clear if this
proposal will be in the best
interest of the paddling
community, but it could
improve the chances of the
canyon being preservedin
its natural state.

Much ©f the can-
yon is either owned or

leased by the state of
Alabama and mush of the
more scenic part is inside
DeSoto State Park. How-
ever, in the past, the State
has not provided enough
funds for proper enforce-
ment. Federal protection
might at least provide
better enforcement.

| conservation

Gauley
Flow
Fiasco

The Army Corps
of Engineers, Huntington
District, failed to manage
water supplies in the
Kanawha River drainage in
a manner which would
have allowed a decent fall
Gauley white water season.
As it was, there was only
one weekend of water over
2000 CFS. The first
weekend's releases were
cancelledentirely, and all
the rest were between
1100 and 1500 CFS.

Granted, 1988 has
been an extraordinarily dry
year. Although white water
recreationis an official
authorized purpose of the
Summersville Dam on the
Gauley, low flow augmen-
tation (pollution dilution) of
the Kanawha River in
Charlestonis a superior
purpose of water manage-
ment in the basin. If the
Kanawha falls below about
1920 CFS, then the EPA
apparently requires
industriesin Charlestonto
start curtailing operations.

please turn to next page

After careful
thought, the Directors of
AWA authorizedfellow
director, Bob Glanville, to
file an appeal to the New
York’s highest court of
our case against the
State for blocking access
to paddling onthe
Niagara Gorge.

Niagara Gorge Update

| courts below never fully

| Until a final decision is
reached, we believe law-
makers will be reluctant to

| Department to grant pad-

The ruling inthe

addressedthe important
issues raised by AWA.

order the State Parks

dlers access.
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There are three
major water storage facili-
ties in the Kanawha basin:
Summersville Dam on the
Gauley, Bluestone Dam on
the New and Sutton Dam
on the Elk. There is also a
series of locks and dams
above Charleston, which
have been demcnstratedto
have some capacity to
temporarily store and then
release water. The big
guestion: could the Corps
have managed this com-
plex system so as to allow
several weekends of 2000-
plus releases on the
Gauley?

According to the
AWA’s Steve Taylor, the
answer is almost certainly
"YES". Steveisinthe
process of examining the
flow management over the
summer, and his biggest
obstacle has been getting

the basic data from the
Corps. Steve is wellknown
by the Huntington Corps,
ever since he led the fight
to kill their plans for a "long
tunnel™ hydro project which
would have dewatered the
first third of the Gauley
below the dam.

One example of
the Corps mismanagement
is already clear. Claytor
Lake on the New is used
for hydro, and the outflows
from the Lake can be "cap-
tured" at Bluestone Lake
and then slowly released to
help assure minimum flows
at Charleston. This
procedure requires
Bluestone to be gradually
lowered below maximum
pool so it has the capacity
to hold the Claytor Lake
outflow. If Bluestone is not
lowered, the Claytor water
passes through Bluestone

Dam and is not captured.
For purposes of low flow
augmentation, most of this
water is "wasted."

If this water had
been captured, it would
have reduced the need to
release water from Sum-
mersviile Dam over the
summer. Well--you
guessed it-over this sum-

mer the Corps maintained
Sluestone at maximum
levelthe whole time. This
needlessly created a re-
guirement to use about four
weekends worth of Gauley
releases during midsum-
mer, so that when Septem-
ber came, all this water
was already gone.

AWA promotes
whitewater registry

At the present
time there is no national list
of whitewater rivers. In fact,
for most states, there is no
comprehensive database
identifying rivers in the
state. Federal and State
agencies analyzing the

availability and quality of
outdoor recreation opportu-
nities have little or no data
to work with so far as
whitewater recreation is
concerned. The absence of
this data leaves a signifi-
cant gap In government

w
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planning and in other
activities carried out by the
National Park Service, the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, the National
Park Service, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers,
the President's Commis-
sion on the Americans
Outdoors and in the work
of other Federal and State
agencies. Whitewater rivers
fall through this gap.

Lack of whitewater data

hampers protection
efforts

River conserva-
tionists are troubled by the
fact that Federal agencies
with authority to build, or
approve the building of,
dams and other water
projects are totally unaware
of the location, scarcity and
demand for whitewater
recreation opportunities.
Also, State agencies
issuing permits for water
projects usually do not
have this data.

When develop-
ment is proposed for a
popular whitewater river,
Federal and State agen-
cies, electric utilities and
private developers are all
unaware (or claimto be
unaware) that the section
involvedis a scare and
important public resource.
This lack of data has
severely hampered the
efforts of local canoe clubs
and national groupsto
protect whitewater river
segments.

Even whitewater
rivers of a very rare type
(those with Class IV
whitewater in the summer)
such as the Black Riverin
New York, the Housatonic
Riverin Connecticut and
the Savage Riverin
Maryland, have not been
recognized by State and
Federal agencies as

important outdoor recrea-
tion sites until long after
damaging developments
were proposed.

The database stage:

A computerized inventory
of significant whitewater
rivers

The first step
neededto deal with the
data and recognition
problemis to prepare a
nationwide inventory of
whitewater rivers. The
AWA, with the help of local
experts and volunteers
from throughout the
country, has prepared such
an inventory. It is based on
guidebooks and expert
judgement from those who
know the rivers first hand.

The inventory has
been entered into a
computer data base which
can be used for a variety of
purposes. It will be used by
AWA to quickly identify
whitewater rivers threat-
ened by hydropower
developments or other
potentialdamage. It may
also be possible to per-
suade the Park Service to
use the listin its State river
conservation efforts and to
update its Nationwide
Rivers Inventory (NRI) to
include and identify all
significant whitewaterriver
segments.

The EPA could tie
the data into its system for
monitoring trends in water
quality and land use along
rivers. Other agencies
(such as the Forest
Service, FERC, etc.) could
also use the database in
various ways.

The recognition stage:
An official register

AWA would also
like to use the inventory as
the basis for an official
register listing significant
whitewater rivers. We

propose that a Whitewater
Rivers Register—similarto
the National Register of
Historic Places--be estab-
lished and maintained by
the National Park Service.
The Register should
contain a list of all whitewa-
ter river segments which
provide significant recrea-
tional opportunities.

Aregister of this
kind would be a useful
planning tool for Federal
and State agencies in the
management of public
lands and for those
agencies (FERC, the Corps
of Engineers, the Soil
Conservation Service, EPA,
etc.) planning develop-
ments which affect water-
ways.

In the Outdoor
Recreation Act of 1963, the
Park Service was required
to "prepare and maintain a
continuing inventory and
evaluation of outdoor
recreation needs and
resources of the United
States". This job has never
been completed. An official
National Register for one
important type of outdoor
recreation resource--
whitewater rivers--would
certainly be a big step in
the right direction.

Eligibility for inclusion
onthe Register

Underthe AWA
proposal, to qualify for
inclusion on the National
Register a river would have
to have rapids classified as
i, IV, V or VI (using the
AWA rating scale) and be
used for whitewater
recreation. The river would
not have to be shownto
unpolluted, unique,
nationally important,
unusually scenic or even
entirely free-flowing.
However, there should be a
significantlocal level of

conservation

interest, including local
government interest, in
including the river on the
Register.
Adding rivers to the
official Register

Rivers would be
included on the National
Register by nomination.
Local governments and
private organizations, with
the consent of the State
Rivers Program Manager,
could nominate rivers for
the inclusion on the
Register.

If the Park Service
determinesthat a nomi-
nated river meets National
Register criteria and that
local and State govern-
ments will take reasonable
action to preserve its
recreational and scenic
characteristics, the river will
be added by publication of
a notice in the Federal
Register. Unlike the wild
and scenic rivers system,
an Act of Congress (with
the inevitable delays and
lobbying efforts) would not
be necessary.

It usedto be
necessary to pass a
Federal law to place a dam
on a free-flowing river.
Then Congress passed the
Federal Power Act to have
an agency make these
decisions in a less political
manner.

Thiswaswise atthe
time, just as it would now be
wise to permit the Park Serv-
ice, after local and State
government requests, to
make a decision that an
important  river resource
should be preserved and
protected (at least to some
extent). it should not be
necessary to pass a Federal
law in each case. Inclusion
on aNationalRegisterwould
be almost like a "license™to

please tumn to page 44
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S AWA Directors Elcction
Strong slate of candidates

to provide AWA leadership

Anita Adams
Princeton, WV

I am an ardent kayaker.
Being onariverwith friends, chal-
lenging myself and communing
with nature's elements...that's
Utopia. It's difficult to describe
the incredible affect whitewater
boating gives, but it can't be re-
placed. Therefore, | am deter-
minedto do all I can to keep our
freedomto paddle and to protect
America's rivers.

My first whitewaterriver
trip was in 1980 when I raftedthe
Rogue River in Oregon. | started
paddling in 1984 concentrating
mainly in slalom racing. While
racing, | enjoyed the opportunity
to kayak, C1, C2 and open boat.

L eadingusinto the next decade | the AWA needs to become more
visible. The AWA is an impor-
As an organization of volunteers, the | tant organization with a serious
AWA is Only as Strong as the individualswho Step mission and it needs everybody's
forward to donate their time and talents toward involvement. As a member of
realizing our goals of safety, river conservation AWA Boardof Directors, Iwould
and the promotion of whitewater sport. Fortu- be dedicatedto promoting AWA
nately, the AWA has been blessed with a h|$t0ry membersh|p and Working on river
of able leaders, and this year's candidates for conservation and recreation is-
AWA Board of Directors are no exceptions. sues. If we all want to continue
Drawn from both the eastern and west- getting our gradient fixes, sup-
ern boating communities, this year's candidates port of the AWA is critical. |
demonstrate the AWA's growth as a national would be honored to help the
whitewater organization. All are accomplished future of whitewater action by
paddlers with an awareness of our sport's con- participating on the AWA Board.
cerns developed by countless days on the river.
Study the resumes of all the candidates ;
andtakethetimetocompleteandreturnthe ballot Dan Givens
enclosedinthisissue. Votefor four of the sixand Boise, ID

mail the ballot by January 31, 1989. | began kay-

—_— aking eight years ago. Sinco

Now, I adventure in recreational kayaking and squirting. But IFat fine summer, my love forthe sport that offers the beauty
Ithink it's important we river enthusiasts, regardlessof craft, | of wilderness coupled with adrenaline filled excitement has
develop a cohesive, educated group. mmm With every passing season. _

My husband, "The Dale Adams" and 1| Althoughl have paddledclassfive water all overthe
kayak every chance we get. I've hadthe pleasure of boating | Facific Northwest, much of my paddling time is spent on one
in the midwest, southeast, east, west, Canada, Costa Riea | @ North America's most challenging and continuous class
and France. Off the river, | work full-time as a physical e runs, the North Fork of the Payette. Unfortunately, this
therapist. | am studying to become a registered EMM.T. and = powerful river (45 minutesfromdowntown Boise, ID) is under

I am CPR certified.

iFe threat of hydro-development.

The AWA is improving and growing every year. Bu It is my intentionto serve the AWA by furtheringthe




cause of river conservationto the best of my ability. trip with

While my profession is advertising, I'm aiso Head T friends on a
Kayak Instructor for Boise State University and Kingfisher | beautiful
Expeditions. In addition, while attending college, | was a | Eastern Si-
safety boaterfor Cascade River Co. My conservationefforts | erra  river.
include working in conjunction with Friends of the Payetteto | That first river
organize a television forum concerming proposed hydro- | tripimpressed
development projects on the North Fork of the Payette, and | me so much-
utilizing local media in televising reports on white-water | -we hadgreat
expeditions, kayaking classes, and local competitions. people, a full

Overthe last fouryears, | have witnessedoursport | moon,  hot
enjoyincrediblegrowth. Hamessing anddirectingthisgrowth | springs i ra-
towardincreased AWA membershipis a simple but vitalkey | lax in, & great
to both the AWA's future success and effectiveness. Asan | elacirical
AWA board member, one of my primary goals would be to | S o i
increase membership through effective promotion and ad- | vallny balaw
vertising. 5, a four-plus

Kayaking has enhancedmy life both physicallyand | earithguakea
mentally. I will indeed work hard to preserve its future so | and five

everyone can have a chance to enjoy its unique benefits. inches o
| srgsedall dir-
Sara Lawrence '/f;r?the night! bedinmingl Soon afterthatexaerience I moved
auspiciousbeginning! Soon afterthatexperience | move
Lotus, CA P g b

| from the city to the Sierras and began Worklng guiding and

A native Californian, | grew up in a small town | managing for commercial raft companies on the South Fork
namedOjai. My earliestmemories of whitewaterare of riding | American River. There | fellin love with the rolling foothills of
my horse up the Sespe gorge, a small steepseasonalcreek | the Western Sierraand have made my home near this river.
in the mountains behind our home. I have been working for El Dorado County Parks

Over the last eight years | have been a Bit more | and Recreation Division for the last three years, helping to
involvedwithrivers. My firstwhitewaterexperiencewasaraft | educate the privateboaters andenforcingthe River Manage-

The Best Boaters In The \Mqud
Are Coming To The USR‘, e

Colorful and functional paddling wear de- : _
signed by Champions Richard Fox and )= —

Davey Hearn for Wild-Water. Pl e g Ao
W) — /7.
Warm and flexible Avilastic and PVC drysuits - g ?,;,.-x' —F

from DryFashion A
< I . T
“F _

The best paddling gear is now available from e
Northwest River Supplies. See our complete " " .
line of equipment and accessories at your local y -
specialty shop or call or write for free 1988
catalog

1-800-635-5202 89 WORILDS

P.O. Box 9186 AWA Moscow, ID 83843 SAVAGE RIVER USA




My primary role hasbeento "marshaltheforces". To accom-
plishthis I've established a working relationship with several
conservation leaders and a network of regional clubs' con-
servation chairpersons. Frequently I've served as a commu-
nication link between these two groups.

As a director | would continue my conservation
efforts, which would ease the work load of Pope Barrow,
allowing himto pursue new options for controlling hydroma-
nia. In addition, I hope to contributeto American Whitewater,
since it has become our best marketing tool for attracting
new members. Lastly, | would continueto pursuethe thrill of
whitewater paddling. The satisfactionl get fromriver running
is what sustains most of my off-river paddling activities.

ment Plan on the South Fork American. It is a full-time job
where lam assistedbytwo seasonalrecreation aides. Ireally
enjoy my summers working on the river and spend my
winters skiing and gearing up for the next summer season.
Three years ago | helpedto organize and still chair
alocal "American Rivers" Chapter of Friends of the River. In
that time our chapter has organized many fund raising
events and contributes to the first and continuing success of
the American River Festival. | hope to be able to contribute
to AWA in various ways, especially providing it with a close
connectionto our western extremity. '

Tom McAndrew
Philadelphia, PA

From the time | §
began kayaking four years
ago, I've been involvedin -

' Harpo Sher

i Sacramento, CA
) R About

most of the major issues
that concerned paddlers
inthe Mid-Atlantic region.
I have directed some of
my energy towards boat
registration, river access,
and hard-boat quotas. The
majority of my efforts have
been in conservation.
Hydro projects

continue to endanger the

myself: 1 am 25
yearsoldandlhave
«4 been boating for
eight years. I live in
Sacramento, Cali-
fornia and 1 love
goingto whitewater
rodeos around the
west. | dig running
gnarly class V wa-
ter and squirt boat-

A

dwindli