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There are a lot
or good kayaks...

We should know. The staff at Dagger were
deeply involved in the design, testing, and
manufacture of many of today's best selling
kayaks. We likely had a hand in the boat
you paddle. And it's probably a good boat.

Two years ago, Dagger burst onto the
scene with a line-up of canoes that
revolutionized whitewater canoeing. This
winter, we'll be introducing our first kayak,
a whitewater playboat called the
Response. And we know it cannot be
merely good, it must be exceptional! And
we believe it's just that. You see, we've
combined designer Steve Scarborough's
technical wizardry with our wealth of
experience with kayaks. The Response
prototypes have been extensively tested by
our staff, and by the likes of former
Olympians, rodeo champions, instructors
from top East and West coast kayak

Testpaddling a wood-strip prototype o

e Response.

schools, noted hair boaters, and, not
unimportantly, novice kayakers. We played
on eddy lines, surfed waves, did spins in
holes. We practiced rolls, ran gates, and of
course, compared the Response to many
other kayaks. Without exception, the
reaction was an unequivocal thumbs up!
Whether you're a squirt-boater looking for
a good plastic creek boat, or a more sane
paddler looking for the best playboat
available, don't buy any kayak until you've
tried the Responsel

To find out more

about the ¥

Dagger

Response,

drop us a line =
and we'll send P.0. Box 1500
youthe latest o riman, Tennessee 37748
poop. 615/882-0404
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ldaho paddlers find a dynamite way to remove dangerous construction
debris from Payette River.

by Mark Torf
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American Whitewater editor John Porterfield interviews Jeff and Jim Snyder
on the future of squirtsport.

36 I'll Be Back...and Hopefully There Will Be Water

The Upper Deerfield Dries is a wonderful run when high water allows
adequate flows. Relicensing can make flows predictable.
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editor's forum

Dangerous ideas

There's a cold wind blowing
snow horizontally through the apple,
maple and white pines that define the
lower edge of our meadow. Snow is
plastered to the trees, out buildings,
andthe windows - not just on one side,
but all four sides of our log house. It's
been snowing all morning - the radio
reports say to watch out for blizzard
conditions - and my hopes for putting
the finishing touches on this edition of
the american whltewater are fading
with each inch of snow that falls. Soon,
I know, the power will be severed as a
tree somewhere along the power line's
climb up the mountain will topple In the
November gale winds. It's a sure bet.

The ice has been forming over the nearby Penobscot, Kennebec and
Kenduskeag Rivers for a few days now. Stern screw-ups produce ice cream
headachesthat lastfor more than afew seconds. It looks like Fll be spending a lot
of time on the bow for a while...

Soon only the tidal rips along the Maine coast will have boatable water.
The harbor seals, oblivious to the cold, shepard schools of fish towards the
playwave and eddyline that we call home during the frosty months. We keep out
of the way of the seals. Despite their playfulness, they are BIG and besides, they
can surf better.

It seems like only yesterday that Bill Hildreth was paddling a Silon. It
looked so sleek and graceful, the bow sailing over our heads, our jaws droppedin
awe as he probedthe depths, leaning dangerously upstream. Its actually been a
few years -three or four - since that day in the West River eddy when I knew that
I had to trade in the plastic tub for something new, something radical, something
dangerous.

With this issue of amerlcan whitewater we are introducing a few new
"dangerous" ideas. Look for a few articles from the West coast on butt surfing,
disintegratingbouldersand explodingartilleryshells. Visit Northern Appalachiafor
atour of the Upper Deerfield Drys and the fight going on there for water releases.
Gear up for an assault against the newest designer drug as part of a whitewater
assaultteamin "Kayak Corps." Check out the latestin equipment. Test your piety
inthe cult of the river gods. Sober up with Charlie Walbridge's Death Watch 1989
and Ethan Winston's accounts of California rafting deaths. Finally, to put things
back in perspective, do a sanity check withthe Snyder Brothers in an interview on
the present and future tense of squirt boating. Now, if | can just fi-
nis
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WHAT IS THE AMERICAN WHITEWATER AFFILIATION?

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organizationwith a membership
of over 1300 whitewaterboating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe club affiliates.
The AWA was organized in 1961 to protect and enhance the recreational enjoyment of
whitewater sports in America.

EDUCATION: Throughpublicationof a bi-monthlyjournal, the AWA providesinformation
and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
potential threats to whitewater river resources through its "River Watch™ system, pub-
lishes information on river conservation, works with governmentagencies to protectand
preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local groups
regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual awards to
individuals to recognize exceptional contributions to river conservation and an annual
"hydromania’ award to recognize the proposed hydroelectricpower project which woudl
be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests and festivals to raise funds for river
conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual Gauley
River Festivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation, other than at internationalracing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater accidents,
and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers (the Interna-
tional Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA Safety
Code.

ORGANIZATIONAND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri non-profit
corporationlaws in 1961 and maintains its principal mailing address at 146 N. Brockway,
Palatinellinois, 60067. AWA hasbeengranted tax exemptstatus by the Internal Revenue
Service under section 401(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The charter
includes the followingpurposes: encourage the exploration,enjoyment, and preservation
of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the wilderness char-
acter of waterways through conservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife, and related
resources; promote appreciationfor the recreational value of wilderness cruising and of
white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Except for membershipservices and the Executive Director
position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-monthly magazine, are
handled by volunteers.

AWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anita Adams Phyllis Horowitz Mac Thornton

Route 2, Box 614 PO Box 329 322 10th St. SE.

Princeton, WV 24740 Phoenicia, NY 12464 Washington, DC 20003

Pope Barrow Sara Lawrence Executive Director
136-13th Street, SE. 6660 Bacchi Risa Callaway

Washington, D.C. 20003 Lotus, CA 95651 PO Box 375
Bob Gedekoh Tom McAndrew Denver, NC 28037
Box 228, RD 4 5535 Ridge Ave. Treasurer
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Bob Gianville
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Diana Holder
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Pete Skinner
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W. Sand Lake, NY 12195
Keith Thompson
1171 N. 10th St.
Laramie, WY 82070
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JOIN THE
SQUIRT BOAT REVOLUTION

B We specialize in squirt boat con-
struction. Each squirt boat is custom-
built for the individual's size and
weight. Wild and crazy graphics are
available at no extra charge. Boats
come complete with mini-cell walls
and inside and outside seams.

M Among the designs available are
the Extra Jet, Prodigy. Jet, Surge
and Rage.

®Vacuum Bagged Epoxy/Kevlar
Squirt Boats $700.00.

Factory direct sales available if we
don't have a dealer in your area.

Quick delivery
C all or write for a free brochure
Dealer Inquiries Invited

WATAUGA LAMINATES
Rt. 4, Box 74
Banner Elk, NC 28604
704/963-4093
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Accolades

Dear Chris,

Accoladesareinorder. AWA’s
article "Desktop Environmentalist™ in
American Whitewater, Novemberl
December1989, is a wonderful and just
tribute to Pete Skinner. 1 tried to ex-
press the same thoughts and feelings
for Pete and his effort to save rivers at
a recent KKCNY meeting but fell far
short of the mark by comparison. Con-
gratulations on a job well done in sup-
port of this Loch Ness type dam-bust-
ing monster, rumored to eat cement
and rebar for breakfast, and a candi-
date for honorary membership into Ed
Abbey's Monkey Wrench Gang. The
article  was..."Greatlll...Greatlll...
Grrreat!ll”

Sincerely,
Charies Peterson
Elizabeth, NJ

Dagger Paddles

#1 Dagger Rd, P.O.Box 132
Long Creek, S.C. 29658

L 803-647-6958—

Computer nerd replies

DEAR EDITOR:

Reading your profile of me in
the last issue, | wonder if people out
there view me as some sort of key-
board crazy or paddling peril. Gosh, I'm
really kind of mellow... at least some of
the time. My wife Bonnie and two kids
really cool me out... at least some of the
time.

But the Perception Conserva-
tionist award means a great dealto me
- it's the only real award | have ever
receivedandthe one award (except for
the Nobel Prize...) which I could be the
proudest of.

Theplaguehangsprominently
in the kitchenand the prize money now
in AWA's river rescue fund earns more
river protection dividends. | hope Per-
ception continuesto make these awards
- it's one of the few tangible symbols
that someone else cares about all the

letters to awa— = ——=————

~sacrifices activist's make in fighting for
whitewater rivers.

And you'd think from the ar-
ticle lastissuethat  am a hydro hater of
the first order. The truth is that AWA
has rarely outright-opposed any hydro
project. We've justbeen opposedto the
designs which are ugly, intrude on our
paddling experience and steal white-
waterwhen we wantit. Agood designer
can put a hydro project underground,
not cuttrees, hide the intakes and adopt
awater release programwhich is mutu-
ally beneficial. I know a few such proj-
ects - some right here in New York.

Andfinally, most readers must
think I am the Lone Ranger, riding my
PC clone into the sunrise. Heck, the
real truth is that I spend much of my
hydro hassling time on the phone with
other activists, helping them fight the
good fight. AWA now has quite a bevy
of volunteer hydro hounds sniffing around
and biting the bad guys; together, they
are changing the face of hydro regula-
tion nationwide.

So at 2:00 AM. in front of the
video screen, | don't feel alone at all
anymore. In fact, the field is getting
pretty crowded. Maybe | can even
consider getting back to plain old pad-
dling again... at least some of the timel
But thanks to everyone for their kudos
and kind words.

Sincerely,
Peter Skinner
West Sand Lake, NY

Editor's Note: Peter is along-time AWA
Director,and isthe recipient of the 1989
Perception Conservationist of the Year
Award.

More Merrimack

Dear Mr. Koll,

I have just joined AWA and
was surprised when | read my first
issue of American Whitewater—it con-
tained two letters referring to a section
o the Merrimack River in Manchester,
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NH that | have paddled on numerous
occasions.

The impression created by one
of the letters is disturbing. The letter
would have readers believe that a truly
wonderful paddling area has been cre-
ated through the efforts of one, or a
few, dedicated individuals.

Afew years agothis section of
the river contained one of the “primo”
hydraulics in New England, and de-
pending on the water level it ranged
from an ideal training hole for side-
surfing skills to a real challenge for
expert boaters. There was concern when
abutments were placedinthe riverfor a
new bridge, but happilythe hole was as
good as ever. However, not long after
this, one individual gainedsupport from
a local paddling club to “improve" this
section of the river.

I can only assume that the
changes were made with good inten-
tions (and it's true that junk was taken
out of the river), but unfortunately the
endresultswere disastrous. The hole is
gone. The areais now no differentthan
dozensof placesthat offerafewsurfing
waves.

In this age when boaters are
constantly battling with governmental
and industrial hierarchies to preserve
paddlingareas, itis so sadto see aspot
destroyed because of the lack of coop-
eration and concern amongst the very
people who have the responsibility to
protect.

Sincerely,
John Clayton
Wilmot Flat, NH

Viva Rios Tropicales

Dear Chris,

This summer | experienced
the most wonderful paddlingadventure
of my fourteenyears of whitewaterkay-
aking thanks to the willingness of Rios
Tropicalesto go above and beyond the
expectations of a professionaloutfitter.
My traveling companion, Ed Bumpass
and I madethe tripshortly after reading

the letterby Bruce Hare. This letterwas -
contrary to what other paddlers who ]
have traveled to Costa Rica have re- |
ported. Since | have traveled exten- |
sively in Southern Mexico, Guatamala, -]
Honduras and Belize, expected Costa-
Rica to be similar to other Central

American countries. | dismissed Bruce's
concerns simply as unrealistic expecta-
tions.

What Ed and I foundin Costa
Ricawas like adream. The countrywas
beautiful, people were consistantly warm,
friendly and full of life, and our limited
command of Spanishwas never a bar-
rier. What 1 found amazing was that
everywhere we went, including the small
ttown of Cahuita, we were able to drink
the water and eat the fruits and vege-
tables. At all times we felt safe when
traveling, even when close to the Pan-
ama border.

Because of our work sched-
ules, Ed and I had to travel during the
littte summer, in between the rainy.
seasons. This is a time when tourist
travelis down andtherefore Rios Tropi-
cales did not offer any of its elevenday
kayakingpackages. RafaelGallo prom-
ised to put a special itinerary together
for us and although he was out of the
country, his partner, Femando Esqueval
worked with us to design our travel
plans. Rafael called me at home in
Michigan andthencontacted Fernando
to make sure that our arrangements
were confirmed.

We were able to paddle the
Rio Reventazon, the Rio Pacaure and
the General. The professionalism of
Rios Tropicales was of the highest quality.
In fact, it was dramatically better than
two popular U.S. oultfitters with which I
have traveled. Rios worked with our
hotel to manage our accomadations
when we were not on the river. Trans-

portation to and from the rivers was-|
comfortable and difficult shuttles were-|

handled smoothly. The equipment was.
in perfect condition. We were able to
paddleourfavoritekayaks, Aeroquatics
that were superbly outfitted. In fact, my:
rented AQ was oultfitted better than my:
own (which I modified as soon as |
returnedhome). Ourguide, VictorGallo

was pleasant, fun, able to set up camp i

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CAMOES = KATANS
RAPIDS « LAKES « DCEAMS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Pumo, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.

Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS
230PENLLYN PIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422
215-646-5034

';I'urn You old
Boating Gear

L t—

TheWhitewater Trader
A nationally distributed listing of classified
ads for used whitewater equipment.

e Recreational Boaters ®

e Commercial Outfitters ®

® Buy, Sdll or Trade ®
For advertising and subscription

information, contact:

THE WHITEWATER TRADER
Whitewater Service & Supply Co.
26 Wesser Creek Road
Bryson City, NC 28713
704-488-6525
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efficiently, and afantastic cook. In fact,

we have eaten at the best resort res- | |li - IV runs in wilderness areas and out

taurants throughout Central America
andneverhave wetastedameal asde-
lectable as Victor's chicken chacha-
lacka. Peter Heller, an expert paddler
joinedus. Inthe eveningswesat around
camp recalling jokes, solving brain
teasing puzzles and telling stories. Our
trip was like having five days of private
instruction from old friends while in
Paradise.

Ed and | are dreaming of our
return to Costa Rica. The friendships
we made through Rios Tropicales is
one of the most professional outfitters
with which we have paddled. The riv-
ers, warm water, sunshine, beautiful
mountains and ocean beaches, makes
Costa Rica the most desireable place
to paddle. Costa Rica is a friendly and
safe country deserving of its reputation
as the "Switzerland" of Central Amer-
ica.

Sincerely,
Marlene Gonet, Ed Bumpass
Ann Arbor, Ml

AWA Love/Hate

AWA has inaugurated a new
renewal program - reminder letters to
members who have somehow failedto
renew in time with a questionnaire about
amerlcan whitewater. The responses
we have received give us foodfor thought
and often warm our hearts. Directors
and interested whitewaterwriters, take
note!

Afriend from Connecticut wants
more articles focusing "sexual tech-
nique."

Joe from New Jersey asks for
more open boating articles in Class I -
Il whitewater.

Abooster from West Virginia
begs for forgiveness so he won't "miss
one issue."

Jim from D.C. begs for more
articles on Western permit-type rivers.

But Ken, a long time New
Yorker, demands the Journal “reduce

{he Hairl" and insertmore stuff on Class

West.

Charles from Cambridge tells
us he's "away sailing for months at a
time - my son missedthe renewal. Keep
it coming. 1 enjoy the new format and
improved articles."

International canoe expedition-
aire Bettyfrom New York wondersif we
“know there are whitewaterpaddlers on
our rivers other than kayakers?"

Dave from College Park coos:
"Iind the Journal much more informa-
tivethan any of the commercialpublica-
tions available."

Laurie from Knoxville whines
“Pleasedon'ttake myamerican white-
water away!"

The Saylors just moved to
Gaorgia and "sure doesn't want the
membership to lapse!”

Robert from Louisville says the
“Journal is great." but [he] forgot to
ranew because his new infant at home

S ——————————————————————
GET READY FOR THE CANOE SEASON
WITH ADK CANOE GUIDES
e

is "driving me nuts."

Finally, Dave from Rustburg
says "Your magazine is the bestl"

All of us volunteers at AWA
thank youfor caring enoughto renewin
spite of ourfailings and saying allthose
nicethings. We are alwaystryingharder
- its your comments and suggestions

that help keep us going.

Writer's Guidelines

American Whitewater wel-
comes submissions from its readers.
Proposed articlesshouldrelate in some
way to whitewater...river
conservation...expeditionary
boating...safety...interviews with river
personalities...paddling techniques. Our
readers are most interestedin new riv-
ers, not previously described in well-
known guidebooks. Most of our read-
ers are intermediateto advancedboat-

® Adirondack Canoe Waters - North Flow
More than 700 miles of canoe routes in the St. Lawrence/

Lake Champlain drainage basins, and more than 30 rivers
in the north and central Adirondack Park.

a Adlrondack Canoe Waters - South & West Flow
Covering the Black River, Mohawk River, and Upper
Hudson River basins. A must for whitewater paddlers.
To order, callthe Adirondack Mountain Club (518) 668-4447
VISAMASTERCARD ACCEPTED -

= /VHRSE PADDLE COMPANY

WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

with proven

e performance you demand
e durability you want

e value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & ouffittersin your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875

-

814-422-8844




PADDLERS!

oadd to your paddling enjoyment, CANOE would liketo
send you a FREE issue of CANOE magazine. CANOE is North
America’s #1 Resourcefor Canoeing and Kayaking— the
magazine that takesyou to thewild places, the
quiet places, the symphony of mountain and
river, the heat of competition...plusreviewsof
latest equipment, accessories, techniques,
fitness...and much more!

D% please send me my FREE issue of EANDE, and
enter my trial subscription — atotal of 6 issuesfor $14.97,
for which | will be billed. If | am not completely satisfied |
may simply write" cancel" on the ivoice and passmy sample fif |
issue on to afriend with no obligation.

M89C

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Pleaseallow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. Add $3 pe year for Canadian subscrip-
tions. Other foreign subscriptionsare $48 par year (airmail),cash payment in U.S. currency.

Call 1-800-MY-CANOE or d coupon to: CANOE
F wacazimi g magazfgne, PO Box 1074%, %egsbloytpes, If(l) 5%349.

1969 - 1989
20Years Of&Canoei ng

Kayaking Excitement

l  WHITEWATER KAYAKS

SEDA isthe onewith experience!
Writeor call for freecatalog
SEDA PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 997
Chula Vista, CA, 92012
Tel: 619/425-3223

*

B etters

ers, they do not needinstructionon how
to brace or roll, but they are interested
in innovative designs and styles. We
try to be receptive to any and all ideas.

The readers of American
Whitewater are interested in
whitewater...unlike some boating maga-
zines we do not publisharticles regard-
ing flatwater canoeing or sea kayaking.

Submissions should be double
spaced and neat. Correct spelling and
grammar are appreciated.

Photos should be included
when appropriate. Black and white
prints or color slides are accepted. Photos
with pronounced color contrasts repro-
duce best.

Storiesmustbe edited as nec-
essary to fit the format of American
Whitewater. Remember that even the
work of professional writers is usually
heavily edited before publication. The
editor of a major outdoor publication
recently revealed that he rarely deals
with amateurwriters, not because their
work is inferior, but because they are
unwilling to accept appropiate editing.
Expect to see some changes in your
story.

Story length should rarely
exceed 3000 words...twelve typed
pages..double spaced. The best sto-
ries have adistinctfocus or slant. This
aspect df the story should make it unique
and should catch the readers' interest.
The focus should be introduced in a
clearway at the beginning of the article.

It is often better not to use
chronological order in telling the story
of a river exploration. Our readers
rarely care about what kind of vehicle
was driven to the put-in or which inter-
states were traversed. Avoid extrane-
ous details andcliches. Openthe story
with an excitinganecdote that willcatch
the readers' interest, then fill in the
details later.

Humorousstories and articles
with a different point of view recieve
special consideration.

The editors and writers of
American Whitewater do not receive
financialcompensation.Everyeffortwill
| be made to return submitted materials
but we can not guarantee their safety.
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Bolinas Kayak Surf Contest invites paddlersto...

"Get Ya Boat Salty"

By Susan Norman

Brush Up on Your Surf Lingo, | of freestyle kayak competition and an
dudes eveningdinner, dance andauction. The

Fall is a
laid back, some-
times restless time
Of year for north-
efn—California

“most o the dam-
controlled Sierra
runoff has trickled |
away, and there |
are acouplemore f
months to wait | -
before the winter

rains bring the
coastalrivers up. So what's ahard-core
boater to do? Well, during the first
weekend in November, "surfs up" in
Bolinas, California for the annual "Get
Yer Boat Salty" Kayak Surf Contest.
An hour north of San Fran-
cisco, Bolinas is a small, picturesque-
coastal town known for a reclusive col-
lection of artists, 60's drop-outs, and
the young hippies of the 80's. The
dumpsters are painted paisley and-
wearing tie-dyed clothing eams you a
discount at the local bakery. Got the
picture? Highway signs marking the
existence of the town mysteriously dis-
appear soon after they are installed--
Bolinas' way of dis-
couragingtourists.
lfyoudon'tknown
where Bolinas is,
chances are you
won't find it - so
bring a map.
Never-
theless, for the
past five years, the
citizens of Bolinas
have enduredthe
invasion of "butt-
surfers™ who de-

scend upon the
town for two days

| annual freestyle surf event features
| standardkayak, high performancekayak

(squirt boats, slalom race boats, and
surf shoes), wave skis, and sea kayak
categories at the novice, intermediate
and expert level.

Despite 'THE QUAKE", its
damage andthetrafficsnarlsit created,
the event this past November brought
out nearly 100 entrants and was con-
sidered by all to be one of the best or-
ganized and most successful contests
since its inception. Mother Nature
seemed to make up for the havoc she
had recently wreaked by providing the
best surf in four years and spectacu-
larly warm, clear weather.

Another factor contributing to
thesuccessof this
year's event was
the standardization
of the judging cri-
teria. In general,
all butt surfers were
judged by this stan-
dard:
"The paddler who
performsthe most
_| radical maneuvers
| inafunctionaland
stylish manner, in
the critical sections
of the largest and
best-formed wave,
for the longest ride,
shall receive the highest score.”
The novice and intermediate

| paddlers were judged on a 10-point

scale, with 2 points possible for take-
off, 6 points possible for the overall
quality of the ride, and 2 points possible
for the finish moves. The expert kayak,
high performancekayak, and wave ski
classes were scored on a combination
of maneuver points (no maximum) and
a maximum of three style points. Ma-
neuvers included such radical moves
as round-house cutbacks, aerials and
re-entries, floaters, lip turns and face
rolls.



At the end of the first day of T

competition, 21 preliminary heats had
separated the truly grooved from the
grooveless. Despiteindividual perform-
ances, all attentionwas focused onthe
evening's festivities, the dinner-dance-
auction -the Californiaboating party of
the year. Over 200 contestants, friends
andonlookerswoofed-downadelicious
“high-carbo” catered dinner and rehy-
drated with a few Sierra Pale ales in
preparation of some fast and furious
auctioning.

The Bolinas Kayak Surf Con-
test, originated five years ago by Keith
Miller of California Canoe and Kayak,
serves as a fundraiser for Environmental
Travelling Companions (ETC). ETC now
organizes the event and nets from six
to seven-thousand dollarsin donations
derivedfromentrancefees and eleven-
thousand dollars in donated auction
merchandise. Now in its eleventhyear,
the ETC is one of the oldest non-profit
organizations in the country that serve
people with special needs by helping

DRAGONELY II
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them experience outdoor adventure.
ETC helps AIDS patients, the visually
handii,those recovering fromdrug
addiction, those affected by Multiple
Sclerosis--in short, anyone who is de-
velopmentally, economically or physi-
cally disabled. ETC outingsinvolvesea
kayaking, whitewaterrafting and nordic
skiing. In the words of one ETC staffer:
"handicapped people are remarkably
unfearful.”" Even quads on their first
whitewater rafting trip, their wheelchairs
strapped to the rowing frame, display
an incredible amount of faith, courage
andtrustin the hands of the ETC staff.

Perhaps the knowledge that
the proceeds of the auction were going
to a great cause helped loosen up
people's pockets a bit. More likely, bid-
ders just couldn't resist the impressive
array of items put up for bid. In any
event, the rapid-fire deliveryof auction-
eer John Mills and the flurry of hands
made short order of donated kayaks,
exotic river trips, paddling gear and
even leather jackets. At the end of the

By HYDRA TUF-LITE®

Prizewinningenders,
crispmaneuversanda
stableridearestandard
featuresd the
DragonflyIl.

Alighter hull, newthigh

bracesystemn, comfort-

ableseatand minicell

foamwallscompletethe
outfitting.

Experiencetheexcite-
ment o whitewaterina
Dragonfly II.

N
Fer our new catalog call or write:
HYDRA TUF-LITE™
5061 S. National Dr.
Knoxville, TN37914

buyingfrenzythe floor was cleared, the
lights turned low, and the pulse turned
up with live music.

The field of finalists, down 50
percent after the preliminary heats, pulled
out all the stops the next morning as
they tried to cram as many radical moves
as they could into each ride. A large
group of boaters, many eliminated in
the preliminary rounds, played next to
the competition area, cheering for their
friends in betweentheir own rides. There's
nothinglike abig, wet, saltywavebreak-
ing over your head to shake off the
fuzziness of last night's drinking and
dancing!

Nerves tightened as the field
narrowed. Three two-person judging
teams were kept busy with their bean-
counters, clicking off and calling outthe
moves as they saw them. "Good take-
off with bottom turn, cutback, round-
house cutback and 3601 Another
cutback..ANDOHMYGOD...DIDYOU
SEETHATBEAUTIFULFLOATERIIl...and

(800)-537-8888 or (615)522-8902.
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AECICdN

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582

5179-C Crater Lake Hwy.
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

=

WHITEWATER |

EQUIPMENT CATALOG

CASCADE OUTFITTE F.'

A Tri’e » of Quality River tquipremn
PO Box 209 ® Springfield, OR 97477
503 (747-2272)
Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238
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Another 360 and jeez! greatender! OK
- 1 got 11 points and I'd say at least 2 -
maybe 3 - for style, eh?"

At the end of the two-day
competition, many of the contest's old,
familiar names were stillthere - battling
for top honors. This year's winners
produced few surprises amongst the
long-term competitors. Current frees-
tyle kayak world champion Eric Has-
com of San Diego, captured the Expert
Kayakclass, KenKing of Marin, Califor-
nia once again taking top honors in the
wave ski division. In a major upset,
newcomer Doug Conners of Greenbury,
California in his first competition beat
out masterwave hounds Don Wells (di-
vision winner the last two years) and
Dick Wold for the high-performance
division title.

A winning weekend for all--
surf, sun, and good friends sharing the
knowledgethat they were helping out a
great cause. Recent events in the Bay
Areaheightenedthe challengethe ETC
organization and staff faced in pulling
off the event. Their office, damaged by
the quake, was closed for two of the |
three weeks leading up to the surf com-
petition. Despite a lack of computers
and telephone communications, the
major fundraising event went off with-
out a snag.

San Francisco area.

As one ETC staffer reflected,
the difficulties they had faced in organ-
izing the event were in many ways
similar to the difficulties handicapped
peoplefaceevery day. "Withthe quake,
allof the suddenthe details of everyday
life became very difficult and compli-
cated. For handicapped people, every
day is a quake. Simple actions we nor-
mallytakeforgrantedare for the handi-
capped everyday events."

With the help of funds raised
at this and other ETC events, the ETC

[ the quake in moving in and aroundthe

“mission of bringing the beauty and

challenge of the outdoorsto the handi-
capped will continue.

Togetinvolvedinnextyear's Get
Yer Boat Salty - The Bolinas Kayak
Surf Contest or to become an
ETC volunteer, contact ETC at
the followingaddress and phone
number:

ETC

4 Mason Center Building C

San Fransisco, CA 947123

415-474-7662

THE SEVENTH ANNUAL NATIONAL

Paddling

In past years, a few of the-
handicapped clients that have bene-
fited from ETC's programs take part in
the surf contest with a handful helping
out as ETC volunteers. None were able
to come this year, primarily due to the

- — —_—
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Film Festaval
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Last minute preparations are
underwayfor The Seventh AnnualNa-

added stress and difficulty created by

tional Paddling Film Festival. The

Y
D00 D000 0D0000

Film Festival is being held February
23rd and 24th at the University of Ken-
starting on Friday at 7pm.

The Only Thing
Between You & A Rall
May Be Your Boat
Noopen boat rollslikea Whitesell.

Why let thewrongboat limit your fun?

Call 404-325-5330 for our freevideo &

see what otherskeep trymgt0|m|tate

Mﬂi

2.362-A Dresden Dr. Atlanta, GA 30341

Ehpcialiring In
Squirt Boats

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

f

EW-
e

7780 Chamber HIll Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717-944-6320
Dealer Inquiries Invited




The film festival, sponsored
by the Bluegrass Wildwater Associa-
tion and by Menasha Ridge Press will
once againgatherpaddling enthusiasts
to view this year's crop of amateurand
professional whitewater films. Videos,
Super-8mm and 16 mm movies and
slides shows will be judged in the fol-
lowing categories: Recreational/scenic,
racing, humor, safety/instructional, hair
boating, club entry, and conservation.
The amateurcompetitionis judgedby a
distinguished panel paddling and film-
making personalities. Professional en-
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ter, 2nd Floor,
Lexington, Ken-
tucky. Easy to
find, the Health
Science Learn-

Learning Cen- ‘|

BROADWAY
(HARRODIBURG)

ST NWEHIA

ing Centeris on

Rose Street,
acrossfromthe
UniversityHos-
pital.

Bring
your down coat,
dancing shoes,
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tries are judged by a panel of paddlers | swimsuits and E El[] IC
representingboating clubs fromacross | boatinggearfor —
the country. atwo-day pool- M UNIY. o -
If you have a video, movie or | side party! 23 B ole
slide show to enter, you have until Who o|lE
February 17th to submit it to the BWA. | knows--you E
Writeto BWA at P.O. Box 4231 Lexing- | mayevencatch _-| Hr TATES CREEK -7 5
ton, Kentucky 40504foran officialentry | a glimpse of  The National Paddling Film Festival will be held at the
form and additionalentry information. | BWA’s — own  ynjyersity of Kentucky Health Science Learning Center,
The festival is found at the | WomeninRub-  2nq floor in Lexington, Kentucky.
University of Kentucky Health Science | ber!
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AW reviews new boat design

Prijon'sTopolino: fun in short package

By Tom McAndrew

There are lots of ways to gain
attention on the river. Exhibiting new
moves or new equipment usually will
get you noticed. However, if your goal
is to really tum heads, then you should
consider paddling a Prijon Topolino.

At a short 7'3" long, and with
its rounded hull, the Topolino shatters
most paddlers' sense of what a kayak
should look like. After getting over this
shock, our review team, and the pad-
dlers they encountered, made instant
evaluations about how the boat would
handle. Interestingly, many of these
opinions proved to be wrong.

Many felt the boat would not
surf well. Infact, sometimesit surfs too
well. While paddling downstream, the
Topolinoseemsto pause ateveryripple
and try to surf. On short, steep waves
the boat was extraodinary. It allowes
you to surf comfortably without having
to back off orlean wayback onthe stern

deck. On normal waves the boat per-
forms flawlessly. and some felt it was
the easiestboatthey'd ever paddledfor
back surfing. The short length and round
edges enabled paddlers to spin effort-
lessly on the top of waves to perform
this move. Only flat waves caused
problems, as the Topolino was apt to
slide off of them.

The boat surprised most people
with its hole playing abilities. It was
quite comfortable in most holes, and
perhapsthe best boat onthe market for
spinning at the edge of holes. This led
one reviewer to suggest that it was
perfect for teaching hole playing to
beginners. But before that becomes a
common practice it should be noted
that the Topolino's lack of any edges
makes it quite uncooperative in deep,
sticky holes.

The boat's short length caused
some to feelit would not ender well. In
fact, just as with surfing, sometimes it
enderedtoo well. At the edge of holes,

1%

or afterrunningadrop, youhavetolean
forward, or the boat will back ender.
Front enders are easy to achieve on
ender-waves. However, the short, blunt
nose of the Topolinoresists enderingat
pour-overs.

The boat tracked much better
than its size suggested. Correctingthe
boatwasquiteeasy, astheshort, round
design reacted quite quickly to any sweep
or draw stroke.

Alas, the prognosticators were
correct about some features. It was
practicallyimpossibleto acceleratethe
Topolino. When discussing this feature
one reviewer felt the boat should be
renamed the Tortellini. That's a bit harsh,
though the boat is slow.

The boat's short length and
poor speed suggested that it would be
a poor attainer. This provedto be true.
Frequently, the only way we could get
back upstreamwas to walk back on the
shore.

Perhaps the biggest surprise
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aboutthe boat was its spacious accom-
modations. Despiteits length, paddlers
over 6 feettall were able to comfortably
fit inside. An adjustable platform-style
footrest combined with the absence of
a centerfoam beam contributed to this
characteristic.

The foamseat, combinedwith
a back band, generated positive re-
views. The seat can be moved, but not
as easilyas many others onthe market.

The Topolinois abarrel of fun,
but it could get you intotrouble on some
waterways. The boat's design causes
river dynamics to be amplified--holes
seem bottomless, waves seem moun-
tainous. Thus, big rivers are quite a
chorein this boat. In additionthe boatis
not good at carving against the current,
which limits its effectiveness on both
big water and steep, technicalcreeks.

—-|
N.O.C.to hogt

I nter national raft
competition planned

Over 300 participants from 25
countries will converge upon the Nan-
tahala Outdoor Center March 15-26,
1990 for the first international whitewa-
ter rafting rally to be held in the United
States.

The Nantahala '90 Rally is
sponsoredby Project RAFT (Russians
and Americans For Teamwork) and will
be filled with competitions on rivers in
North Carolina, Tennessee and Geor-
gia.

Nantahala '90 is a continu-
ation of the popular annual Chuya Rally
held in the Altai Mountains of Siberia.
Initiated in 1979, the Chuya Rally was
opened to international competion in
1989through funding from the Soviet
Peace Fund with participants from 17
countries.

The Soviet Peace Fund pro-
posedthat in the interest of making the
Rally a more international event, the
1990 competition be held in the US.

For additionalinformationand
schedules, contact Ellen Barbbers at
the NO.C.

Alow volume stream, at low or
inedium levels, is the best environment
for this boat. On such a stream the
iesign will not hinder your perform-
aance, and will probably "amplify"" your
pleasure. Advanced paddlers may
axperience new thrills on familiar class

Il runs with this boat. However, they
probably won't want the Topolino as
their only boat.

If you're lookingforalot of fun,
iand a lot of notoriety, the Topolino
would be a great additionto your fleet.

However, ifyou're looking to really make
a mark, wait until later this year, when
Prijon starts selling a two cockpit ver-
sion of the Topolino. (This will be the
first K-2 whitewater boat on the mar-
ket) Then see if you can find a partner
to paddle the Russell Fork.

(Primary contributors to this
review were Elizabeth McAndrew, Bill
Pearlstein, and Rich Widmann. The
review teamranged in heightfrom 52"
to 510" and in weight from 125 Ibs. to
200 Ibs.)

Whitney ShieldsMemorial Fund
toassst river conservation

A number of folks have made
contributions to the Whitney Shields
IMemorial Fund in the memory of Whit-
ney Shields, who died in a boating
iaccident in September on the Lower
IMeadow in West Virginia.

Donations are being collected
through AWA and are earmarked for
preserving private boater access on
rivers Whitney Shields frequented, spe-
cifically the Great Falls section of the
Potomac River.

Contributersto the fund have
imen:

Jocelyn Hernreid, Cabin John, MD

Eric & Marjorie Edwards, Washing-
ton, DC

Sammis Property, McLean, VA

Jack & Gloria Michael

Katherine Haydn

The Van Vlaanderen Family

Anita & Dale Adams, Princeton, WV

Larry & Kay Gradick, Richmond Hill,
GA

Andy Bridge Germantown, MD

Wm. S. Shields College Park, MD

Doreen Gantz, Hollywood, MD

Dr. &Mrs. HarveyLazar, Silver Spring,
MD

Robert & Marsha
Baltimore, MD

Iris J. Davis, Gaithersburg, MD

Gillette Research Institute, Gaithers-

burg, MD (Nancy Richards)
Risa Shimoda and Forrest Callaway,
Denver, NC
Contributionsto the memorial
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J' 10th annual
E.O.R. festival

Raines, |

und can be sent to the following ad-
fress:
Whitney Shields Memorial Fund
American Whitewater Affiliation
46 North Brockway

| alatins, IL60067

' scheduled

The 10th annual Friends of
he River Foundation River Conference

+ and Festival will be held March 16-18,

1990 at Dominican College in San Rafael,
CA.

| Over 60 dynamic workshops
will be offeredduring the weekend ranging

| from such topics as Families and Riv-
ers, Recreational Boating, and Envi-
ronmental Concerns to Class V Pad-

{ diing. Prominent guest speakers will
also be featured.

The latest in new river equip-
| ment will also be on display while used
gear will be available at bargain rates.

Saturday's activities include an
active social schedule including a din-
ner, dance and auction.

To receive aninvitationto this
annualrendevous for the river commu-
nity, call Merlyn Storm, Conference
Coordinator, at (415)771-0400 or write
Friends of the River, Fort Mason Cen-
ter, San Francisco, CA 94123.



Byrneblunders:
Great Falls
remain open

by Mac Thornton

A clumsy attempt by the Na-
tional Park Service to cut off access to
the Potomac River for Great Falls pad-
dlers has been beaten back through
quick action by Washington, D.C. area
paddlers. The National Park Service

L i = ]

faux pas has left afootprint on the face
of John Byrne, a park superintendent
and longtime foe of whitewater pad-
dlers. |

Jurisdiction over Great Falls, _
a Class VI cataract just 15 miles from
the Whiie House, is a complicated matter.
The State of Maryland owns and con-
trols the river itself, but as a practical
matter, the National Park Service con-
trols access to the river on both banks
inthevicinityof Great Falls. John Byrne
is the NPS superintendent on the Vir-
giniaside of the river,and untilrecently,
veteran paddler Dick Stanton was NPS
superintendent on the Maryland side.

On September Ist, 1989,
Stanton retired.

On September. 4th, 1989, fol-
lowingayear of careful study, the State
of Maryland issued final regulations for
Great Falls paddlers. The regulations
require only that a paddler wishing to
run the Falls sign a registration form
which contains various disclosures about
the dangerof the rapidand the difficulty
of rescue. All parties to the rulemaking
proceeding (including paddlers) were
happy with this result, with the excep-
tion of Byrne.

On September8,1989, Byrne
made hisill-conceivedmove. With Dick
Stanton retired, Byme hoodwinkedthe
higher-ups in NPS into issuing a letter
to Marylandstatingthat accessfromall
NPSlandsfor GreatFalls paddlerswas
closed.

Tipped off the existence of the
then-secret letter, paddlers sprang into

MDBO36 CFR 1.5MDNM) which NPS
citedto supporttheir action. Asaresult,
NPS completely failed to follow the correct
legalproceduresforclosurerestrictions
onthe public. In addition, NPS lacksthe
legal authority to cut off a public right
granted by the State of Maryland on a
Maryland-owned resource.

Joined by the American Ca-
noe Association and the Canoe Cruis-
ers Association, the AWA fired off a
letter pointing out these legal deficien-
cies. The State of Maryland was a strong
ally. On November 3rd, a meeting was
held with the National Park Service
brass, andthey quickly scotched Byrme’s
plot. As a result, paddlers continue to
enjoy legal access to the Potomac from
NPS lands for the purpose of running
Great Falls. (The only exception is that
access forboaters is currently unlawful
on the Virginia side upstream of the
Falls. Paddlershave askedforachange
to this long-standing Bryne-produced
policy.)

Paddlers also voiced a num-
ber of complaints about the manage-
ment of the Virginia side park by Byrne,
including the fact that it took him three
yearsto erect a simple safety sign at a
deceptively benign put-in just above
| the Falls on the Virginia side. The lack
of such a signapparently contributedto

action. Although Byme is a lawyer, he

the death of a novice in 1986.

i
EM

failed to read the very regulation (- |

Interviews with the surviving
Iboating partner of the novice revealed
“hat the pair did not know they were
outting in the river just above the Falls.
In fact, all four boater drownings over
thelast 15 years at Great Falls involved
novices who did not run Great Falls
intentionally. Among paddlers who have
intentionally run the Falls, not a single
one has been drowned or seriously in-
jured since the Falls was first run in
1976. In fact, no closed-deck boater
has ever drowned on the Potornac River.

Naturally, these facts should
not lead paddlers to underestimatethe
danger of Great Falls. For further de-
tails, contact AWA Director Mac Thomton
(202) 543-4923.

American Rivers
head resigns

Kent Olsen has tendered his
resignation with American Rivers. Olsen
transformed American Rivers from a
small and relatively ineffective group of
river advocatesinto a powerful andre-
| spected conservation oreganization with
a 1.8 million dollar budget and a string
of river conservationvictories to match.
The AR. board is searching for a re-
placement. Any candidates?
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Proposed bombing range
threatens river corridors

Wendy Wilson

If you are planning
to go boating in Idaho, the
Wild River State, be sure to
bring your flak jacket. The
Air Force has unveiled a
proposalto do away with
the peace and tranquility of
the high desert rivers of
Southwesternldaho by ex-
panding a small, little
known military reserve
called the Saylor Creek
Bombing Range. At stake
are three of the finest
wilderness whitewater
rivers in the country, the
Bruneau, the Jarbidge and
the Owyhee, and the rec-
reational use of six million
acres of public lands.

These three wild
rivers have each been rec-
ommended for Federal
Wild & Scenic status by the
agencies that manage
them. They are known for
their class Il - V whitewater,
uniguely remote canyons
and solitude. The Bruneau,
the Jarbidge and the
Owhyee are closely
guarded secret retreats for
tight-lipped whitewater afi-
cionados in the Northwest.

The Air Force's fi-

nal proposal for shattering ~| square miles - including the ~

the silence will not be avail-
able for another year; what

~the public has heard so far
is alarming. The deserts of
Southwestern ldaho could
be transformed into a giant
Hollywood-like set for simu-
lating World War Ill. Live
missiles would be drilled
into the ground and armed

--supersonic warplanes

would ply the skies day and
night.

The Air Force is
scheduledto transfer 84 F-
4 warplanes from Califor-
nia's George Air Force
Base to Idaho's Mountain

| Home Air Force Base. The |

military says that along with
the planes will come new
pilot training requirements
to buzz, bomb and boom
the mile-high desert
plateaus adjacent to the
river canyons.

The initial public
outcry has been deafening,

one-thousand citizens at-
tended a series of public
hearingsin ldaho to voice
concern. The plan laid out
at the hearings included
160,000 acres of "impact
zones" or live-ammo
targets. Within these areas
all non-military use would
be prohibited. Over 7,000

| Bruneau, the Jarbidge and

the Owyhee River canyons

even to the Air Force. Over -
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- is proposed as a super-
sonic maneuver zone. The
military anticipates 13,000
supersonictraining mis-
sions per year flying as low
as 100 feet off the desert

" floor. The public was told
that river runners could still
float BETWEEN the target
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Toby Fleming photo

Open canoeists line boat down a rapid on the East Fork
Owyhee one of the Idaho desert rivers threatened by a
proposed Air Force bombing range.

areas if we still want to.

If you have ever
been in these canyons you
know the heart-stopping ef-
fects of “incidental™ sonic
booms which now happen
infrequently above 30,000
feet. Already hikers occa-
sionally find "dummy"
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Canyonlands on Main Owyhee.

bombs on the canyon floor,
strays from the existing
Saylor Creek Range miles
away. The sub-sonic acro-
batic maneuvers of the F-
111 jets already stationed
at Mountain Home Air
Force Base occasionally
remind startled river run-
ners of the awesome power
of the American military.

River runners, en-
vironmentalists and rural
residents share an underly-
ing concern that what the
military wants the military is
apt to get. But any land
withdrawal of more that
5,000 acres has to pass
muster before the entire
US. Congress. None of
Idaho's own congressional
delegationis willing to take
a stand against expansion
of the bombing range. The
politic position is that the
current proposal is too big
and probably needs
refinement. Those oppos-
ing the range expansion
believe that it is unneces-
sary and should be
scraped.

The ldaho White-
water Association (IWA)
expects the Saylor Creek
Bombing Range contro-
versy to be a major long-
term fight. An environ-
mental impact statement
will be prepared by a Cali-

'Ffom|a consulting firm under

the direction of the Tactical
Air Command with assis-
tance from the Bureau of
Land Management.
American Whitewater Affili-
ation members can keep
tabs on this process by
joining IWA. The $5 per
year IWA membershipcan
be sent to 5010 Bitter-
brush, Boise, Id., 83703.

Most importantly,
write your own representa-
tives in Congress about the
military take-over of the
American West.

America's high
desert Is subject to both
understatementand exag-
geration. Depending on
who you talk to these lands
are "nothing but jackrabbit
holes", or "America's
Serengeti”. To wilderness
river runners and desert
rats the canyons are some
of the most sacred and
valuable wildlands in the
nation. The canyons of the
BruneauwJarbidge and
Owhyee Rivers have been
the private Grand Canyons
of a lucky few. Our silence
has already been shat-
tered. Whatever the
outcome of the bombing
range expansion, the crush
of public scrutiny will leave

Idaho's little-known empty
quarter foreverchanged.

= Wild and Scenic sought
for WV's Cranberry

Congressman
Nick Rahall (D -W.Va.) has

i introduced legislation to

designate West Virginia's
Cranberry River as a
federal Wild and Scenic
River. A tributary of the
mighty Gauley River, the
Cranberry offers about 16
miles of heart-pumping
Class lll to V action, with

— gradients up to 100 feet per

mile.

The entire 33.4
mile length of the Cran-
berry has been previously
studied and found suitable
for Wild and Scenic
designation, which would
protect the Cranberry from
hydropower, mining,
timbering and otherinap-
propriate development.

Just last month,
the AWA participatedin a
coalition of 21 conservation
groups in asking for
designation of ten superla-
tive West Virginia whitewa-
ter rivers, the Cranberry
being one. House staffer
Jim Zoiathen came up with
the idea of linking designa-
tion for the Cranberryto a
bill traveling through Con-
gress carrying a provision
which would withdraw
about 11 acres of land from
the Cranberry Wilderness
Area. This well-known
Wilderness Area encom-
passes most of the
headwaters of the Cran-
berry.

The reason for the
proposed withdrawal of this
land is to allow for the con-
struction of a crushed lime
drum facility on the upper
part of the river. This facility
is desired by fishermenin
order to help counteractthe
effects of acid rain, which

has rendered the Cranberry
too acidic for fish. A similar
type of facility was com-
pletedthis past summer on
Dogway Run, a tributary of
the Cranberry. The Dogway
Run facility has reduced
the acidity of the Cran-
berry, but another facility is
needed to make the main
stem of the river suitable
for fish.

The State of West
Virginia estimates that the
Cranberry has the potential
for 800,000 user days for
fishermen.

If designated, the
Cranberry would be only
the second federal Wild
and Scenic River in the
Middle Atlantic states. The
only other designated river
is the lower part of West
Virginia's Bluestone River.
American Rivers, Inc. is
playing a key role in
promoting protection of the
Cranberry.

" River blocks"
ban upheld
on Saco

Arecent Maine
Supreme Court ruling af-
firmed a lower court deci-
sion knocking down at-
tempts by Maine state po-
lice and game wardensto
pull over canoeists and
searchingtheir canoes and
their person for illegal
drugs and illegally imported
liquor. River blocks along
the lower sections of the
Saco River in Maine had
civil libertarians up in arms
last year.
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Blue Ridgeriverspushed for Wild and Scenic

Paddlers are
seeking Wild and Scenic
designation for several
whitewatergems in George
Washington National Forest
and Jefferson National
Forest. Both National
Forests are located
primarily in the gorgeous
Blue Ridge Mountains of
Virginia, and both are due
to study rivers as a part of
their long-term manage-
ment plans.

Joined by the ACA
and the Canoe Cruisers
Association, the AWA is fo-
cusing on the following
streams in George Wash-
ington National Forest:

Bullpasture, Jackson, Back
Creek, Passage Creek,
Irish Creek, and the Lost/
Cacapon (W.V.).

The streamsin
Jefferson National Forest of
greatest interest include
Jennings Creek and
Whitetop Laurel Creek.
Typically, these streams
offer comparatively short
sections (2-6 miles) of
Class lI-lll water, occasion-
ally surgingto Class IV. It's
usually possible to run two
or more sections in a single
day.

As a practical mat-
ter, obtaining Wild and Sce-
nic protections for these

streamsis likely to be diffi-
cult. The river valleys of
Virginiawere settledin co-
lonial times, and the
National Forests ended up
with mostly ridgetop lands.
Most of the lands adjacent
to the rivers mentioned
above are privately owned,
and rural Virginians are
notoriously hostile to
allowing outside access or
control over local rivers.
Under archaic Virginia
common law, many moun-
tain streams are legally
""non-navigable," meaning
that boaters can be denied
access and permissionto
run such a river. These

problems are typical on
rivers such as the Piney,
Cowpasture, Jackson and
Back Creek.

Lovers of these
beautiful rivers are deter-
minedto press ahead any-
way, and some thought is
being given to legal chal-
lenges in state court on the
navigability issue. A
volunteer attorney is
needed. Contact: Mac
Thomton (202) 543-4923.

—~.Northwest

STAY WARM

Our Farmer Bill's are the best value farmer-style
wetsuit on the market today. These suits are 1st
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The NRS Felt-Sole Wet Shoe is best for traction on
slippery river bottoms. We've improved it with an
instep strap fastened with Velcro for a more secure
fi. Outside zipper and 5mm thick Nylon-2 neoprene
material, with vulcanized reinforcements toe and heel,
make it comfortable and functional. $41.50

Call us for full details and receive our full color
holiday and spring catalogs.
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National River Registry proposed!

Congressman
Pete Kostmayer of Penn-
sylvania has agreedto
introduce a bill in the United
States Congressto
establish a National Regis-
ter of Significant Scenic
and Recreational Rivers.
Details of the bill are not
available at this time, but
the bill is expectedto allow
state and local govern-
ments and private groups
to nominate rivers, water-
falls and similar areas for
inclusion on a National
Register.

The landmark leg-
islation has the potential of
providing the most signifi-
cant and effective method
of protecting whitewater riv-
ers ever offeredin the
United States.

The register would
be maintained by a Federal
agency such as the Park
Service. Unlike the Federal
Wild and Scenic Rivers
system, dams and other
forms of river abuse would
not be absolutely prohibited
in all circumstances for
rivers on the Register.
However, it would be much
more difficult to build a
project on one of these
rivers than on a river which
is not on the Register. The
Park Service would be au-
thorizedto require mini-
mum feasible mitigation for
any damages to scenic
values and recreational
opportunities at a regis-
tered river.

The Kostmayer
proposal is an entirely new
river conservation system,
but it is not a substitute for
the Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. Land acquisition
and Federal management

I['would not be involved.
{Including rivers on the

Register would not require
an act of Congress as does
~ederal Wild and Scenic
Jesignation.

In effect, National
Register Rivers would be
somparable to the baseball
Minor Leagues, a pool of
rivers with important, Fed-

erally recognized values
that would be prime
candidates to eventually
move up to the majors
(inclusionin the Wild and
Scenic system). Many reg-
istered rivers would never
make it to the majors, but
they would still enjoy a de-
gree of protection which is
unavailable today.
Paddlers are en-
couraged to voice support
-for the bill by writing Con-
gressman Peter Kost-
| mayer, US. House of Rep-
|_resentatives, Washington,
[ D.C, 20515. Offer your
[_support for his legislation
[that would protect Amer-
[-ica’s vanishing heritage of
- whitewater rivers. Contact
|- your own Congressperson
|_and Senators; ask themto
|- cosponsor and support the
[~ Kostmayer bill.
The AWA called
| for the introduction of a Na-
|_tional Register last year
[_when it introduced its
- ambitious National White-
[~ water Inventory.
- Using the logic
" that you first had to identify

what neededto be pro-
tected, AWA published its
inventory that included
every whitewater river in
the country. Completed
with the help of hundreds of
volunteers in 39 states and
a generous grant from
REL, the Seattle-based
outdoor equipmentcom-
pany, the inventory served

Potentially the most significant and
effective method of protecting
whitewater rivers ever offered in the
United States.

as the keystone of AWA’s
attempt to list and protect
our dwindling whitewater
resources.

The publishedin-
ventory was sent to a num-
ber of State and Federal
agencies with authority
over rivers and river
planning. Initially, the
inventory was a conscious-
raising effort--and now that
intent has hopefully borne
fruit.

Throughout 1989,
volunteer whitewater ex-
perts refined the informa-
tion in the inventory and
added river segments
previously overlooked. The
AWA inventory now has a
complete list of each
whitewater river segment in
the country, the general
location, the put-in and
take-out, the mileage, and
the whitewater difficulty
rating. The inventory has
been useful, but river con-
servationists and govern-
ment agencies working with
the data suggested that ad-
ditional information could
make the inventory an even
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nore valuable river
sonservation tool. Two new
eatures are now being
added.

Whitewater maps

First, computer-

generated maps have been
irawn for most major
vhitewater river systems.

| The maps are designedto
| 3nable readers less familiar

vith whitewater to more
sasily locate the important
~vhitewater river systemsin
sach state.
Local groups

Second, a project
s underwayto list the key
local river conservation

| “groups and boating

organizations currently
working on whitewater river
issues in each state.
Addresses will be provided
and, where possible, phone
numbers.

The inventory is
not a substitute for white-
water guidebooks; detailed
instructions for how to get
to the river or how to run
the river are not included.
Minimum and maximum
flow data and USGS gauge
locations for whitewater
runs are also not provided
in the current version. The
book does, however,
provide whitewater experts
and river conservationists
with a comprehensive
picture of all significant
whitewater recreation
opportunities in America.

Make sure all your
favoriie runs are includedin
the AWA National Inven-
tory. For your own copy of
the Inventory, send $15 to:
AWA Whitewater Inventory,
136-13th St.,, SE, Washing-
ton, D.C,, 20003.
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Dams used to be considered as
permanent...but now people are
saying," Tear them down!"

Dams must go-.

by Pope Barrow

The earliest envi-
ronmental fights were
almost always fights
against dams. Even the
Sierra Club got its start
when John Muir tried to
organize oppositionto
damming Yosemite Valley.
The names of many of the
historic battles still rattle
around in our memories.
"No Way Big A" bumper
stickers (used. in the victori-
ous battle against the Big A
Project on Maine's West
Branch of the Penobscot
River) are now collectors
items. Battles like the
disastrous effort to stop the

New Melones Dam on Cali-
fornia's Stanislaus stir sad-
der emotions. But ail these

fights had one thing in com-

mon. All were efforts to
stop construction of unwise
and environmentally
harmful projects.

DAM OWNERS NOW ON
THE DEFENSIVE

Suddenly, the tide
is beginning to turn.
Except for continuing
efforts by a small band of
misguided small power de-
velopers, funded by junk
bonds and subsidizedb

overpriced power contracts,

few new dams are being
built. Instead, a new kind of
warfare over dams is
replacing the old efforts to
stop dam construction. In-
credible as it may seem,
the enemy is on the defen-
sive. People are now
talking seriously about re-
moving existing dams! It's
hard to believe we have
come full circle in so short
atime, but it has hap-
pened. Like the Berlin wall,
the concrete walls which
blockadedthe free flows of
some American rivers may
be on the way out.

EARTHQUAKES AND
SABOTAGE NOT THE
ONLY ANSWER

Not long ago, the
only way to get rid of a dam
was to arrange for an
earthquake or an accident
of geology (as happened
with the Teton dam failure)
or to have a bunch of
vigilantes sneak in with
dynamite and blow it up (as
happened with Sunbeam
Dam on Idaho's famous
Salmon River). Events like
this were more Imaginary
than real.

Even the famed

QUALITY OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

SQUIRT BOATS, SEA KAYAKS,

EXPEDITION K-1 & C-1's

CAllboats vacuum b

sro— s SETEPEE

sgged with the best materials available. I
919-883-7410 - We deliver.

1310 Starr Dr., High Point, NC 27260. Designs by Wilderness Systems, Jess Whittamore, Wick Walker,
Tom McEwan and John Abbenhouse.



Monkey Wrench Gang
never pulled off a real dam
removal caper. But now
serious proposals are afloat
to legally tear down dams
and restore fisheries and
free flowing water. {

M E ELWHA

One of the most
exciting dam removal ideas
involves Washington
State's Elwha River. Built in
1913, the Elwha Dam--
which generates power for
a Japanese paper millin
nearby Port Angeles--
destroyed a legendary
Salmon run. The Elwha,
which flows north across
the Olympic Peninsulafrom
the wild highlands of
Olympic National Park, was
one of the few US. rivers
where all five Pacific

Vigilantes found a simple solution to the unwanted sunbeam Dam on Idaho's
Salmon River...they stopped by a night with a sack full of dynamite and blew the

dam to hell. Contemporar_yI dam busters have less dramatici but Iegali oEtions.

Featuring
a high speed hull than carves like a
slalom boat & spins like a play boat.

A high deck & extra large cockpit for
comfort & safety — the LAZER fits you! i

)Y 3 oot inc

P.O. Box 5207. Steamboat Springs. CO80477

Weriteor call for your nearest dealer (303)879-4371
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Salmon species spawned.
The river churned with
Chinook weighing over 100
pounds and annual runs of
275,000 pink salmon.

The Elwha offered
more than 75 miles of fabu-
lous fish habitat (as well as
outstanding whitewater).
That all ended with the con-
struction of the 100-foot
high Elwha Dam. Then in
1927 a second 200-foot
high dam was built 85
miles upstream. Now envi-
ronmentalists and the Na-
tional Park Service are ask-
ing that both dams be
taken down. Support is
growing for the idea in the
local community. At one
meeting of 100 concerned
citizens, 2 people defended
the dams, 20 demanded

- removal, and the rest called
| for bringing back the fish

H

any way possible.

Even the Con-
gress is now involved. On
June 12th of last year, at

the request of local Con-
gressman Al Swift, the-
powerful committee chair-
inan who controls electric
power legislationin the
House of Representatives,
John Dingell, called for an
investigation of the dam
removal idea at the Elwha.
Experts in the Government
/Accounting Office are now
finishing up this study.

THE KENNEBEC

A similar drama is
being played out on the
opposite end of the nation.
Fishermen and conserva-
tionists are asking for the
removal of the Augusta
Dam, one of 11 dams on
Maine's Kennebec River.

According to Lewis
Flaggs, a biologistin the
Maine Department of
Marine resources, before
the Augusta Dam was built,
the Kennebec probably
supported more anadro-
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mous fish- species that live §

at sea but spawn in fresh
water- than any other river
in the State. Historical ac-
counts describe huge runs
of 10 species, including
salmon, smelt, herring,
shad, striped bass, and
sturgeon.

Afterthe dam was
built in 1937, fish popula-
tions dropped precipitously.
Then came water pollution.
As pulp mills proliferatedin
the river's drainage, water
quality deteriorated dra-
matically. No fish could
survive. At one time, the
lower Kennebec was so
filthy that fumes stripped
paint off nearby houses
and cars. Pulp mills and
saw mills used the river as
a waste disposal system.
Fish spawning grounds
were choked with bark from
log drives and the oxygen
content of the water was
depleted, suffocating the
fish.

Then beginning in
1970 with the passage of
the Clean Water Act, the
Kennebec began to come
back to life. Pollution still
remains in the lower
stretches, but the river's
ecosystemis recovering.
Eagles, kingfishers, herons,
cormorants, and ospreys
are back. So are perch,
small and large mouth bass
and brook trout.

But bringing back
the Atlantic Salmon won't
be easy. Even dams with
state-of-the-art fish ladders
block 10% of the fish
migrating upstream, and
many new-bom smoits
trying to return to the sea
are inevitably chewedto
bits by power generation
turbines. To reduce this
damage at some dams, mi-
grating fish are scooped
out of the dam tailwaters

“and chauferred upstream in
huge tanks, like rock stars
on their way to a concert.
But these are half-baked
solutions. The only sure
way to bring these fish
back is to remove the
dams. And that is exactly
what is being proposed for

The American
Whitewater Affiliationpar-
ticipated in Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission
Relicensing hearings
throughout Maine this past
fall. The relicensing
hearings concerned the
Class II-lll East Outlet
segment of the headwaters
of the Kennebec River, and
the popular and challenging
Class llII-V Ripogenus Dam
-to - Debsconeagsection
of the West Branch of the
Penaobscot River.

AWA presented
testimony to Central Maine
Power and Kennebec
Water Power officials and a
handful of state regulatory
officials concerning water
releases and site improve-
ments for the East Outlet of
the Kennebec section. In
line with a stance taken by
the Maine Professional
River Outfitters (MEPRQ)
the AWA requesteda
minimum flow of 1200 cfs
from June 1st to October
1st for three hours a day,
between 10am and 1 pm
for the East Outlet seg-
ment. This position was
endorsedin principal by a
sparse turnout of local

| the Augusta Dam on the
Kennebec.

The Maine State
Planning Office is currently
reviewing the data on this
dam removal proposal
(FERC #2389).

The Elwha and the
Kennebec may be the first

boaters and local fisher-
men. The minimum flows
requested should not inter-
fere with early morning and

-. of many new free-flowing
| rivers to be reborn from the
| clogged riverine arteries

and the thousands of exist-
ing dams we have become

| accustomed to accepting
| as immortal.

Kennebec, Penobscot Rivers
AWA participatesin Maine
relicensing hearings

Scott Underhill photo
C-boater paddles Maine's scenic Kennebec River gorge.

early evening fishing for
trout, chub and landlocked
salmon. (This is one of
those scenic beginner-



through-intermediate runs
where one may see bald
eagles stalking and feeding
on fish and fowl.)

The FERC hearing
concerning the nationally
significant and recently
threatened West Branch of
the Penobscot River drew
larger crowds of local
boaters and other special
interest groups. The 26-
mile Class |-V "river of the
descendingrocks," known
for the bad-tempered
Cribwork Rapid and for
exceptional landlocked
salmon fishing, was threat-
ened by the Big-A dam
project. The proposal for
that dam would have
inundated the Cribwork and
four miles of Class Il - IV
gorge running. The
proposal was withdrawn by
the powetr/paper company

["under fire from local and

national environmental
groups; the proposal can
still be resubmitted by
Great North Nekoosa.

At the FERC reli-

| _censing hearing, AWA re-

guested daylight water
releases through McKay
Station seven days a week
at a level no less than 1800
CFS fromthe last weekend
in April to the 2nd weekend

[ in October. Notification of
| deep-gate tests which

divert 2400 cfs of flow
down a Class V gorge for
nearly a mile were re-
guested, along with

| notification of full-power

testing which unleash 3600
cfs - a lot of water for the
ledgy West Branch of the
Penobscot section.
Requested were

| improved access rights to

Phoin opuriary of Pead s Canoss. Sumsmegh|l PA

T"the put-in in Ripogenus

Gorge. Currently the
barbed wire-topped gate
that leads into the McKay
Station compound at the
put-in has been found
locked on Wednesdays and
after 4pm for the rest of the
week. AWA argued that
public safety for boaters as
well as fishermen was jeop-
ardized by the lock-out; the
gatekeeper position is
funded through fees paid
by commercial outfitters.

AWA requested
that Great Northern
Nekoosa, the dam operator
at the McKay Station

[~ generating site, prepare an

socio-economic study of
commercial and private
boating's affect on the
North Woods economy.

[ Maine's six-month boating
[ season attracted 35,000

conservation

commercial boater user
days - more than 50,300
rafters. That's in addition to
thousands of private boater
visits, countless fishermen,
and a plethora of canoe
outfitter customers, fishing
guides and paddling
schools who use the West
Branch and surrounding
tributaries that drain
MooseheadLake. By
comparison, the Gauley
River in West Virginia
attracts 28,600 boater user
days in a 21-day season,
providing West Virginia's
economy with over sixteen
million dollars in direct and

I indirect income from

commercial and private
boaters.

THE XL 13

MOHAWK'S NEW SOLO WHITEWATER OPEN PLAYBOAT

List Price
— $675.00
W Plus Freight

XL13

Length 133" Depth 15" Width 322" Weight55 Ibs. approx.

The XL 13's unique high-volume flared ends above the waterline create a boat that is extremely dry.
The sleek entry at and below the waterline results in a boat that is easy to paddle and quick to
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decks and PVC gunwale with aluminum inserts. This canoe is whitewater durable.
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Fatal whitewater accidents
mar Eagdean paddling season

During the late spring and -

summer o 1989theEast Coast enjoyed
the finest boating season d the past
decade It seemedlogicd that thenumber
d kayak and canoefatalitieswould be
higher than usud, but nothing pre-
pared mefor the avalanched reports
crossingmydesk.

By Charlie Walbridge
AWA Safety Chairman

tragecies which occur
when inexperience and
Enst weater mibx, thire were
seven fatalities involving
canoelsts and kayakers
from the mainstream
Eastern paddling commou-
nity. Simce there are no
othors that | know of from
thae West, the death toll s
about average fior the past
few years; it seems hi
tothoseof us whao Hveon
the East Coast mosthy
because these incidents
have 'F'T\'E'n'.l'l.'lu!t}' been
concenirated on the other
side of the country.

Since they in-
volve boaters who were properly
equipped, well-trained, and prepared
for theriversthey wereattemptingthese
events are especially unsettling. In
addition, therewereabout the number
d fatalitiesinthecommercial outfitting
sectorslast year, which was the worst
ever. I nformationontheseisdifficultto
comeby dueto the potential for litiga-
tion. In addition, | have received an
unprecedented number or near-miss
reports. Thisfrightensmebecauseclose
callsoften predict what isin storefor
therest of usdown theroad.

| am goingto concentratethis
report on Sx incidents involving pre-
pared paddlers and one which got
considerabl epresscoverageintheD.C.
area. Amidthefunof river runningand
thespeedy progressthat novicesusing
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good equipment can expect, we must
not reduce our respect for the river.
Everyonemust redize therisksinvolved
and act accordingly.

On May 7 Mimi LeBeau, a
student at Dartmouth College and a
national lyranked flat-water racer, was
killed on the West River in Vermont
whilepaddlingwithagroup d friends
fromthe Ledyard Canoe Club. Thegroup
had pulled into an eddy abovea huge
treetrunk which crested a strainer. As
shepulled out d theeddy sheflipped,
and wascarriedinto thetreeand pinned
under several feet d fast water. The
group was unable to assist her until
water wascut off at thedam, exposing
her body. Therewasafaint heartbest,
and resuscitation was attempted, but
shedied in the hospital soon after.

Thistragedy wasreportedina
previousissue. Jim Hedey o the Ap-
palachian Mountain Club looked into
this accident further and made a sig-
nificant discovery. It seemsthat Mimi,
after flipping, was ""hanging in"* up-
side down, as she had been taught,
awaiting a bow rescue. She was thus
totallyunawared’ her impendingcolli-
sion with the strainer and thus unable
to protect herself. Bow rescues are
appropriateinflatwater andininstruc-
tional settingsat play spots where the
runnout iscleanand help iswell pos-
tioned close by. They are not suitable
for general river running, especialyon
the West, which was bank-full due to
recent rains.

When thechoiceisbetweena
passiverescuewhereyouwaitfor help
and an active rescue where you help
yoursdlf, the active rescue is amost
aways the best choice even if it in-
volves swimming. Never be &fraid to
exit your boat if it will improve your
safety.

OnMay 17, in what wasproba:
bly oned the most incrediblecasesd



poor paddling judgement I've heard
about in along time, New Jersey pad-
dler Ken Kashuahara drowned in an
attempttorunalow damonthePequa-
nock River. Thisdirty, industrialized
creek haslittletorecommendit except
somesmall wavesandeddylineswhich
makeit atolerableafter work run. The
group portaged the first dam. Ken,

knownasa"'very go-for-itperson'", ex-
pressedtheopinionthat thedropcould
havebeen run. Abovethesecond dam

the river entersa concrete-walledsec-
tion; thegroup caught eddiesbehinda
pumphouseand waved Ken to shore,

but he continued over the8 drop. He
landed upright, but was sucked back
into the boil and pummeled. He was
out d reachd rescueropes, but even-
tually washed out without detectable
breathingor heartbeat. Hewasresusci-
tated, but died later in the hospital.

Thistyped disrespectfor dams
is surprisingly commonplace. The
members d my own club have had
close encounters with dams. This de-
spitethewarningsd their companions
and considerablecoveraged thedan-
gersd damsintheir training. One per-
sonsaidhe'*didnt believeitwasasbad
asitlooked". Theother said he'*wanted
to experienceit for himsdf*. They are
alivetoday because their friends took
thetimeto set up throw linesprior to
their run. Themord: if you're goingto
do something risky, at least get some
backup!

On July 9 Roger Stdlings, a
participant inaclinicat the Nantahala
OutdoorCenter, waskilledinwhat has
tobeonedf themostbizarreand unpre-
ventable accidents that I've ever en-
countered. His group was running a
classll sectiond theTuckasegee River
in North Caroling; he was running
through a wave train behind severd
other paddlerswhen hisboet got snegged
inahugeindustrial conveyor belt. This
heavy duty, 1 8widereinforcedrubber
device was probably discarded by an
upstream mining operation. Asisthe
casewithalot of dangerousriver trash,
it gavenowarningd its pressnce. Recant
highwater carried it downriver where
iswaited, flappingsilently beneaththe
surfaceinawavetrain, until it claimed

Ltsunsuspecting victim. Stallings boat

Fddedand hewasdragged completely
under weter; guidestook considerable
risks but wereunabl etoreachhimuntil

it wastoo late.

On July 17 Debbi Vorbeau, a
{amp counsdlor for the Arlington
County Parksand Recreetion Depart-
inent, waskilledinthe"Needles" sec-
tion of thePotomacRiver near Harper's
IFerry. The river, although high for
summe, wasatamoderaelevd, making
iherapidsasolid ClasslIl.

The party had just begun a
irip d several days above the rapid.
The victim's canoetipped intheupper
partd theNeedles shebecame wedged
between her canoeand an underwater
l.ogjam. The other eleven membersd
Ing party werescatteredover thewidth
and breadth d the river, clinging to
rocks and debris. They were pulled
from thewater by rescueworkersfrom
Harper's Ferry assisted by aMaryland
State Police Helicopter. This accident
received high-profile coverage from
inewspapersthroughout the D.C. area.

A shorttimeafter Debbi’s degth
I receivedacdlfromherfather.Hesaid
that hisdaughter wasan excdllent swim-
iner, but had no whitewater experi-
ince. Shehad beenaskedtocomealong
sisachaperonfor thecampers. Canoes
had been rented, but shewasgivenno
iraining which would have prepared
her for swimmingin ClassIII rapids.
The performanced therestd her group
suggests that shewasnota oneinbeing
unprepared; indeed, theressemsto have
been no "'river leader" on the scene
who evaluated thesituationand made
i:he decision to run or portage. The
alternative toswift water trainingwould
Inave been to begin their trip down-
stream of theconfluencewiththeShen-
nandoah wheretheriver isessentialy
Bat for somedistance. Thecounty will
not talk about the incident, so confir-
mation of these observations is not
possible.

On July 29 Kevin Huff, an
experienced open canoeist, was run-
ning the Lower Tellico River in East
Tenneseeat a very low flow. Hisgroup
ranfivemilesd ClassII-III water with-
out incident until they reached “Reader’s
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1 safety

Many d theseaccidents
indicateto methat we
may be approaching
thelimitsd our sport




safety

Rock”, aninnocent looking rapid with |
a huge undercut rock on theleft. Like

[putincident until they reached adrop
mown as'The Brinkd Disader”. There
many undercuts, it gets harder asthe | " Dolbaire missed an eddy and got caught

in a hole and thrashed for five to ten
| “minutes. Denisehad previoudy set up
Huff, paddling a Sunburst jthrowlineand laid it acrosshiscock-
outfittedwithair bagsandaPerception | pit, but despite the dangers lurking
saddle, missed hislineand was swept | downstreamJohnelected tostay in his
sidewaysinto the rock. Only a small | boetand continuetowork free. Finaly
pieced hisboatand hishandremained | he escaped; while trying to roll he
visible. After attempting to pull him | dammed againsta huge rock and bailed
free, his companion Jeff Wroblinski [~OUL. _
slashed the Sunburst's air bags, allow- Only 100 feet d fast-moving
ing thevictim and hisboat tosink deeper | Vit er separated him from thenext repid,
to where it could wash free. He was | ' Coming Home Sweet Jesus™, a class
under about five minutes; CPR was | V1 drop which is sedom run. Deen
darted; EMT's arrived, and hewastaken Tonko who had run first, moved out
toahospital wherehewaspronounced | d hiseddy to rescue him at consider-

water drops, making evasive action |
difficult.

dead.

Huff was probably trapped 1
by the buoyancy d hisbags. Slashing |
the bags was an excdllent exampleof |
quick thinking under pressure, and the
rescue was completed in good time.
The other boater in thé party was set-
ting up aZdrag when the boat came
free, indicatingahigh level d prepar-
edness. We can never becomecompla-
cent about known hazards, even on
easy rivers. It isagood placefor mar-
gina paddlerstowalk.

The’89 Gauley seasoninWest
Virginia occurred during a wet Sep-

tember, and therewasconsiderablepad- |

dling activity on surrounding rivers.

TheLower Meadow, aclassV-VI tribu- |

tay whichreachestheGauley justabove
Logt Paddle Rapid, is known for its
steepdropsand hugely undercut rocks
Inlessthanamonthit caimed thelife
d two highly skilled paddlers.

John Dolbaire, an employee
d the NantahalaOutdoor Center, was
anexpert paddler whohad run somed
the hardest creeksin theSoutheast. He
DeniseHandrich d Wisconsnand [2en
Tomko d Pittsburgh wereattempting
theL ower Meadow at 2500 cfson Sep-
tember 12; Gauley Festival Weekend.
Thisisan extremely high flow; to my
knowledge noone had tried it at more
than 1800 cfsand that run was appar-
ently pretty scary. Dean comparesthe
difficulty to the Upper Yough in the
"mid-thregs’”.

They had madetherunwith-

able personal risk. Dolbaire grabbed
| Dean'show andcould notor wouldnot
™move to the other end. Dean, an ex-
| tremely strong paddier, made little
headwayand eventualybroachedona
| rock. Had thisnot happened hewould
| have probably been killed also. John,

T"'who seemed beaten and disoriented,

wassmeptlnto 'Coming Home, Sweet
T Jesus. Deanfed sthatdropwas proba-

"bly unrunnable that day. Johnwasswept

[ 'intoahugerock, knowntobeseverdly
| undercut, where he disappeared. His
body was discovered milesdownstream
sfew dayslater.

Thegroup wasfully awared
thedangersd therun. Before putting
on they had discussed the water level
and thedifficulty d rescueunder these
conditions.Deanfed sthat theaccident
wastheresultd *'a classIll mistakein
Class VI water. | agree. There is no
clearer example o therisks d high-
level boating.

The next group wascomposd
d agroupd expertsfromWashington,
DC and oneCaliforniapaddlertouring
in thearea. TheMeadow wasrunning
at anear-optimumleve d 915 cfs. The
victim, Whitney Shields, had madethe
run four or fivetimes, he was consid-
eredoned thefinestboatersinthe D.C.
Area with dozensd runsover Great
Fallsunder hisbdlt. EricLindburg,who
pulled him out, had a smilar back-
ground; theother twowerenew tothe
river.

They were on thelower part
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of the run when they cameto a steep
rapid witha trashy line. After scouting,
they decidedtorunanother slotovera
medium-sized ledgeonriver left. Two
imembers o the party made the run
‘without incident; Shields pitoned and

jpinned vertically beneath the water.

q'Rescuewa& mmediately set up; usinga
itaglinefor support, Lindburgworked
Thisway downtotry toreleasetheboat.
Initially unsuccessful, he slipped and
fell, landing on the bow d the boat
‘whichwas not where he expectedit to
‘be. Hequickly clippedtheropeintothe
Joow, dlowingthekayak to bedidodged.
IOR was begun immediately, twelve
‘minutesby the dlock after the pin. An
impressivetime, but not fast enough.
The body was evacuated by local res-
Lcue workers who took hoursto reach
thedte

This accident, like the one
‘described above, had no clear cause
‘other than therisksd running high-
Tevel whitewater. Onething may have
‘contributed to it. Whitney Shieldswas
-paddlinga “Screaming Meanie”, a high-
“performance creek boat supposedly
“designed to resigt vertica pins. It is
“about hdf the volume o a Dancer,
"however, and | questionwhether aboat
-this small is a good choice for steep
Jreeks. Certainly thischoice may have
Jposedan added risk. Beyond that, | am
Jleft with the observationthat repeated
Jrunsd dassV-VI rapids may eventu-
ally catch up to you regardliessd your
-skxll
Many d these accidentsindi-

.caeto methat we may beapproaching
“thelimitsd our sport. Damstill kill;
-higher levelsoftenincreasedanger, and
-amdler boats add exposurein places
~where the increased risk is not we-
“icome. Or they may ssimply reaffirmthe
uncontrolled element d risk inherent
in the sport. Whichever philosophy you
prefer, the potential for tragedy exids.
Kegpitintheback d your mind when-
ever you are on theriver, just asyou
wouldwhendrivingyour car in heavy
traffic.
(Detailsare unavailableat thistime of the
death o a canoeist who died after being
pinned under "Keep Right" rock on Ten-

nessee' s Tellico.--Ed.)
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1989: atragic season
for California outfitters

By Ethan Winston

Four peoplediedinunrel ated
accidentson California riversin1989as
a result o whitewater boating acci-
dents. All four werepassengarsin paddle
rafts.

Springtimehigh water, tradi-
tionally considered the most danger-
oustimetoboat, wasafactorinonly the
April 1st drowningon the Cd Samon.
Twoother deeths, incredibly, occurred
at the same spot months apart in
Mestgrinder Rapid on the South Fork
American. Both accidentsinvolved foot
entrapment, washed-off lifejackets and
moderateriver flows.

A 43-year-old Modesto woman
on her firg raftingtrip becamethefourth
victim when shedied on the Goodwin
Damrund theStanidausRiverduring
very low flows.

Ca Salmon Drownings:
High Water Exposure

Bloomer Fdlsis located im-
mediately downstreamd put-inonthe
challengingCal SdmonRiver. Bloomer
Fdlsclaimeditsvictimafter acommer-
ad trip put onduring highflows.

Theriver wasrunningan esti-
mated 7,500 and 8000 cubic feet per
second(cfs), according toJack Darnall,
recregtion gaff officer for the Klamath
National Forest.

Even though most guidebooks
rate it a Class III/IV at lower flows,
somelocal boatersconsider Bloomer a
ClassV rapid at highflows, when the
rapid becomesa seriesd huge holes.

It was a cold, rainy day, ac-
cordingtoreportsmadeto theCdlifor-
niaDepartmentd Boatingand Water-
ways, with both air andwater tempera-
turesabout 50 degrees. TheCd Salmon
isinthenorthwestcomer d Cdifornia,

7aregion notori-

ous for wet
springs and
heavy rainsthat
cause dramatic
fluctuations in
river flows.

O the
threeraftsinthe
triponly thefirst
madeitthrough
without inci-
dent. The sscond
hit theholeand
stood on edge,
dumping six
passengers, in-
cludingthevic-
tim and guide.
The third dso §
didatubestad,
dumping still
more passen-
gers.

Outfit-
ter Jm Plimp-
ton, in a pre-
pared satement,
noted al three
Whitewater
Connection
guides on the

trip werehighly

skilled

boat Raftenters Meatgrinder Rapid on California's South Fork American.
hands who had Two foot-entrapment incidentsresulted in drownings in this rapid.

previously
worked the river in 1988. The victim
had aso run the Cal Salmonin 1938,
Plimpton noted. The guidein the vic-
tim's boat had five yearsboatingexpe-
rienceand seven yearssearchand res-
cueexperience, accordingto the state-
ment issued following the accident.
TheSiskiyou County Comer's
officesaid thevictim wasa36-year-old
maefrom Danville, Cdifornia

| The high flow had already

caused at least one other outfitter to
cance atripthat day, accordingtoJack
Darnall, whoischarged withsupervis-
ing recreationd uses d riversin the
Klamath National Forest.

Downstream d put-in, Bill
Wing, theowner d ancther outfitting
company watched with some d his
guidesas theill-fated tri plaunchedand
many d its passengersquickly spilled
into the swift-flowingcurrent.
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Plimpton’s Statement noted the
victim and his guide surfaced next to
each other and the guide tried to pull
himintotheeddy onriver right, butlost
his grip as the eddy line submerged
them both. The victim then continued
downstream towardaClassIV boulder
fieddd known asTheMaze

The roadside observers red -
ized thethreeraftswerenot goingtobe
ableto help rescue the victim. Quickly
drivinga hdf miledownstreamto the
Morehouse Creek Bridge, they prepared
to stagearescue.

"The guy floated around the
ao|," oned themrecalled. "Hewaant
makingany effort toswim. Oned the
guides hit him right across the chest
with a throw bag and the guy didn't
makeany effort to hangon.™

Knowingthevictim wasnow
likdly to swim the justdownstream
AirplaneTurn Rapid, anasty Class IV
boulder field and right-hand turn, Wing,
owner o Electric Rafting Company,
jumped in after him, even though he
waswearing jugt adry suitand nolife
jacket.

"lwas able to catch up with
him. Hewasdive, but totaly exhausted,”
Wing recalled. ""He muttered, 'Help

Wingtried toswvim thevictim
to shore but was unable to maintain
contactafter theneck gasket o hisown
dry suit blew out.

Wing managed to eddy out
but the victim continued downstream,
emerging from Airplanefacedown,ac-
cordingtoobservers.

Chili Bar Dr owni ng:
The Drowning Poal

TheWest's most heavily rafted
whitewater river wasthe scened two
deaths when drownings occurred in
May and AugustontheChili Bar runof
theSouth Fork American River.

Both victims drowned after
having a foot become ensnared at the
bottom d a nine-foot deep pool just
downstream d RhinoRock, locatedon
river rightapproximatel ytwo-thirdsd
the way throughM eatgrinder Rapid.

Meatgrinder—long, rocky and turbu-
lent—isarguably themogt difficult rapid
onthisstretchd theSouth Fork Ameri-
can, ariver whichmuchmoretypically
serves up short pool-drop rapids. At
thetimed bothaccidents, theriver was
flowing at about 1,750 cfs, considered
an average summertime flow on the
ClassII/III run. In both casestheforce
o theriver washed df thelife jacket of
theentrapped victimsbeforethebodies
were recovered.

The firgt drowning occurred
on Mother's Day as a two-réft trip o
privatehoat er s left Chili Bar and headed
intoMeatgrinder, one-half miledown-
stream.

The victim wasidentified by
the B Dorado County Corner's office
as a white female, age 31, from San
Francisco. Participantson thetrip said
she had little previousrafting experi-
enceand waswearinganold-style May
Wes (Class]) lifgjacket when she was
dumped from the boat near thetop o
therapid.

Both the victimand theguide
becameswimmersnear wheretheriver
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narrowsand swings toward the right
wadll, a second guide on the trip ex-
plained. The remaining people in the
boat were pitched intothewater when
thecaptain-lessboat hit a rock.

Astheswimmerswerepicked
up by the second boat in the trip and
other passingrafts, it took severd minutes
toredlizethat one personwasmissing.
Even when an empty PFD washed up
downstreamit wasn't readily obvious
there had been adrowning, according
to the second guide.

""Someone becoming en-
trapped and drowningisnot your auto-
métic reection,”” she said. 'You keep
thinking shewasaswimmerandsome-
one has picked her up."

During the rescueeffortsthere
was confusion over where the victim
waslast seen. Sometripparti cipantsin-
dicatedshewaslastseenontheleftside
d the river and search officias took
that to mean river left, without redliz-
ing trip participants were indicating
the left side while looking upstream,
accordingto Sheriff’s DeputyJohn Bell,
supervisord theriver patrol unit.

In past years, Eastern com- |
enviable safety records. Rafting fa-
lalities were normally associaled with
unguided private trips or the result
of natural causes as heard attacks.

Bui a wpate of fatalitles in
1989 has shocked oulfitters and lefi
them hoplng the year is a freakish
{-amomioty.

In Wesl Virginia, arguably
the center of Eastern whitewaler ac-
tivity, three commercial deaths were
reported in 1989 after accidents on

the Cheal, Bluesione and the lower |
Gauley. |

The stale of West Virginda
has filed charges against the oulfii-
ter invalved In the Bluestone ind-
dent. |

O the Upper Yough bn wesl- |
e Maryland, a commercial rafting |

i

Eastern outfitters also experience .
year of increased river fatalities |'

| cidents, it was higher than normal |

I

customer drowned after washing into |
the umderet st Lost and Found rapid.

On Tennessee's Dcoee, a |
rafter tumbled into the waler at the
river's first mapld and died after a
lengthy swim.

And on Quebes, Canada's
Monimorency River, a female com-
marcisl passenger died after experi-
encing a tenghy wwvim o frigid, earky-
season waber.,

If there was any common
denominator between the rash of se-

water levels. After several dry years,
the past whilewaler season saw ample
waler llumghnul the seasomn.,

At the time of the Upper
Yough, Bluestone, Gauley and
Montmorency [atalities, the rivers
were running above average levels




Search efforts were called off
at 9 p.m. that night. Thevictim's body
was discovered on river right and re-
trieved the next morningafter theriver
flow had been cut to about 350 cfs. Her
rightfoot wasentrapped, Bdl said, and
the body was recovered by using a
throwlinearound thedownstreamside
d the body and working the body
upstream on both sdes.

El Dorado Gount y officidshad
lesstosay about the August 6th Meatgrin-
der drowningbecaused pending liti-
gation concerning the death. Bdl and
other river patrol deputies have been
told by superiorsnot to comment on
thecase.

The comer's office identified
thevictim asa20-year-old womanfrom
Encino, Cdlifornia. She was a passen-
geronal.ibraExpeditionstripand was
gected from her positionin the right
front d theraft as the crew highsided
onRhinoRock. Fived thesevenpeople
intheraftweredumped.Ironicdly, the
raft struck Rhino Rock as the guide
tried to retreive a swimmer from an-
other raft, according to an officid re-
portfiled by the county withthe Cali-
fornia Department d Boating and
Weterways.

Both the victim's fiance and
brother werealso on thetrip.

Jon Osgood, owner d Libra
Expeditions, did not return phonecalls
made to him regardingthisstory.

Asin thefirst drowning, the
victim's lifejacket, thistimeadassIil/
V type, waswashed dff by theforced
water rushing over Rhino Rock and
into thedeep pool - thesame pool had
just claimed if's second victim in less
than three months. The lifgacket, ac-
cording to witnesses, surfaced amost
immediately, turned inside out with
thevictim's t-shirt wrapped aroundit.

Her body was recovered in
the same spot asthe firgt victim, this
timewith theleft foot entrapped.

The rescue effortswere vide-
otaped by Joe Yaggi, a videographer
workingfor theloca company d Repid
Shooters. He had beenfilminganother
outfitter's run through Meatgrinder
when the accident occurred.

Bureau of Land Management

officiasin October made thedecision
todynamitethethreefoot by fivefoot
boulder creating the foot entrapment
hazard, accordingtodmEicher,aBLM
outdoor recreation planner for the
Folsom Recreation Area.

"lts notour gameplantoblow
up every rapid on the river," Eicher
said."Butths spot had killed two people
under very different circumstances.™

Eicher said the BLM sought
and received permission from various
other agenciestodroptheriverflow to
20 cubicfeet per second and examined
what another officia had labeled"'the
drowning podl."

Dur i ng thet examination H cher
and otherstried todis odgethegranite
hazard with a prybar but were unsuc-
cessful. Rescueropesthat had snagged
againsttherock and brokewerevisible
during theexamination, he added.

The actual dynamiting was
doneon October18th by a PecificGas-
and Electriccrew. Four sticksd dyna-
mitewere used, Eicher said.

Stanislaus River: Undercut

A 43-year-old woman from
Modesto, taking her first commercid
raftingtrip, becameadrowningvictim
July 8 after apparently being trapped
against an undercut rock at thetop d
IronBax Rapid ontheStanidausRiver.

Theoutfitterinvol vedisGrest
Vdley Canoeand Raft o Riverbank.

TheGoodwin Damrund the
Stanislausisfound in the rolling foot-
hillsd theSierraandisbelow theonce-
popular Camp Niner un that wasflooded
by the New Melones Reservior in the
early 1980s

It'sasoaharder run, described
as a cdlassic drop-pooldrop river by
guide books, with numerousclass IV
rapidsand severa suggested portages
separated by stretchesd flat water.

Iron Bax, alsoknownas Middle
RAnbal, isnt evenarapid at flowsabove
800 cfs. At 550 cfs, thelevel theday o
thedrowning, it probably carries aClass
IH1 rating, according to Jm Sandner
the Army Corpd Engineers.

Two rocks emerge from the
center d the riverbed at that lower
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flow. Thefirst oneis undercut on the
backs de, thesecond rock very smooth
and vertica onitsupstreamface, crest-
ing an upstream water flow capabled

pinningsomeoneagaingt the upper rock,
Sandner explained.

Earlier reportssaying thevic-
timwas pinnedagainst “theironbax,”
an abandoned pieced mining equip-
ment in the riverbed, aren't true, ac-
cording to Sandner.

The boat carrying the victim
wasoned severd boatstoflipthatday
after tagging thefirst rock. The boat's
guidewaswashed up intothat under-
cut area behind that first rock.

"He had a sense d someone
dse being in that undercut area with
him,”" Sandner said. Theguideeventu-
dly flushed out onriver right around
the second rock and over theold min-
ing duice pontoon that gives|ron Bax
itsname.

About an hour after the acci-
dent the victim's PFD flushed out on
river left and the body later recovered
onriver rightin an eddy.

Sincethedrowning,theArmy
Corps has banned commercid rafting
on the Goodwin Dam section d the
Stanidausat levelsbelow 700 cfs. The
onlyrestrictians placed onpri vat e boat ers
by theArmyCorpisthatinflatablerafts
must beat |east11 feetinlength, kayaks
must be hard shelled and participants
must wear ahelmet and PFD.

Summariesd thesefour acci-
dents have been provided here not in
an effort to point fingers, but rather to
get theinformationout into the public
arena.|n each casethedetail sarefrom
officid reportsand hopefully unbiased
observers.

Are there conclusions to be
drawn from these incidents?We will
leavethetask o distillingsuch conclu-
sonstothereader, withabit d advice
thrown in. Perhaps we al need to ex-
aminethemargind safety availableto
uson each boating trip we take.

Ethan Winston manages Pacific Rver
Supplyandis along-timeactivist for Friends
o the River.



By Mark Torf

Road constructiondropped boul dersand sediment
into the South Fork d the Payette river during the 1989
floating season. The most significant impact to recreational
boatingwasalargenew boulder at aloca landmark--Blacka-
dar’s Rapidin thecanyonstretch. On October 26th, 1989 this
boulder was blown to bits, literally.

Road constructional ong the South Fork canyon has
been very difficult. A crooked, dusty and soft roadbed perched
200 feet abovetheriverbedisbeingimprovedtocreateanall-
wegther, two lane highway. Contractorsunder thedirection
d the Federa Highway Administration have excavated,
blasted, and filled long steep hillsidesin order to create a
stableroadbed. Thepsacess hascreated
asignificantfacelift for theviewsseen
onriver rightt hr ough thecanyon dretch.

The approximately 20-mile
road runsal ongtheriver-rightbank for
thelengthd theSouthFork river corri-
dor. Longknownas" TheShuttled No
Return™ for its treacherous, winding
road surface, it is a mgor east-west
routeand servesastheshuttlefor both
the South Fork and for the run on the
main Salmon.

The blasting and excavating
required to create theimproved high-
way hasbeenamgor concernfor area
boaters, as well as state and federal
wildlife and environmental agencies.
Inorder tomanagethisconcernfroma
variety o interests, the Federa High-
way Administration formed a River ; -
Protection Committee. Thiscommittee o == o
has met regularly for over a year in Wendy Wilson photo
order to monitor construction proce-  Boater approaches Blackadar's Rapid on the Payette. A boulder dumped into
dures, encourage responsibleexcava-  the river during road construction obstructed the drop and created a hazard
tion and blasting, and help minimize  that required removal.
theamount o debrisfallingdown the

Rob Lesser photo
Road construction along Idaho's Payette River
has dumped debris into the river bed.
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hillsdeinto the South Fork riverbed.
Two local boating organiza:
tions have been active in watchdog
ging the congtruction: Friendsd the—
Payette(FOP) and thel dahoWhitewa-
ter Associdion(IWA). A variety o Idahg
sateagenciesand federa agencieshave
also been represented: Department of
Water Resources, Divisond Environ.
mental Quality, Fish and Game, Envi«
ronmental Protection Agency, Depart-
ment o Lands, U.S Fish and Wildlife
Sarvice, TheCorpsd Engineers, Boise
County, and theU.S Forest Service.
Rock and constructiondebris
has fallen into the South Fork of the
Payette several times throughout the
course o the project. Boulders, con
cretebamer walls, metd culverts, and
rebar have been knocked or blasted
into the water. Thecommittee process
was designed to provide a forum for
quick resolution o these and other |
problems. At the September, 1989
mesting, theFriendsd the Payettebegen
asking for mitigationd impactsfrom
thefirst full constructionseason.
Spring and summer floating
through the area generated a range d
complaintsfrom boat er s concerningthe
depositeddebris. It wasdifficult toobtain

and is best known as the boater who
pioneered big water kayaking. From a
- higtorica standpoint, many thought the
rapid should beleftin thesamecondi-
tionas when Blackadar boated it.

A photographicsurvey d the
obstaclesand debriswas compiled by
Friends o the Payette. The photos
documented a host & new rocks and
debris adong the course o the road
construction, mostalongtheriverbank
withafew bouldersf ound inthemiddle.
These additions to the rapids were
considered by the committeeto be o
secondary concern. The situation in
Blackadar's Rapid, however, was dif-
ferent.

Theplandf actionconcerning
the new boulder in Blackadar's Rapid
wasdebated for months Viden thematter
weas finadly put to a decision, it was
~agreed to by a mgority, who saw the
boulder blastingasatest casefor han-
dlingfuture constructiondebrisprob-
lems.

Now wasthetimeto “put up
or shut up' for thecommittee. The FOP
and thelWA representativesasked the
Federad Highway Administration to
removethe offendingboulder in Blacka-

aconsensusamongsuchadiversegroup | dar's Repid, and the FHA agreed.

d river users-commercia boatmen, !

kayakers, canoeists, and rafters - but
most agreed that the biggest problem
was the new boulder in Blackadar's
Rapid. .

Some believed the new boul-
der was a safety hazard. The boulder
created arooster-tailinthecenterd the
main chute—forcing an additional move
that wasdifficultforintermediate boat-
es.

Many wanted the boulder
blown up because d thethreat d log
jamsfrom burned treesintheLowman
Complex upstream. The Lowman
Complex fires were one largest burns
inthecountry thispast year, withover
42000 acres turned to charcod. The
new boulder wasdeamed a “tree-catcher
boulder' —and no onewanted to seea
repeat of theaccident that provided the
rapid withits name.

Therapid hassignificanceasa
memorial to Walt Blackadar, a world-
renown kayaker from Salmon, 1daho
who drowned here, pinned under a
log. Blackadar, opened up many d the

Haul i ng therock out viaacable
wasimpractical, a move which might
even cause more damageto therapid.
Blasting the rock in place was sug-
gested astheonly viablemethod avail -
able. "Experts'" assured thecommittee
it could be surgically destroyed with-
out impactingsurroundingfeaturesin

therapid. Reuctartly, the boatinggroups
nodded approval.

Theconstructioncontractorat
first was unable to reach the boulder
unassisted. In order toclosely observe
thesurgery and to assist the construc-
tion team, a FOP representativeand a
|paddling partner volunteered to pro-
vide a kayak and assorted river safety
igear. Theteam was st; thewater was
swift, deepand cold. TheBoulder Bust-
iers asthey becameknown, included a
kayaker, a rafter and the project engi-
Ineer.

Straight out d an Aligtair
MacLean novd, the kayaker dressed
ffor theriver: helmet, dry suit, lifg acket,
and aknapsackdf plasticexplosives.A
idoubleextensionladder wasestablished

Idahoruns, wroteaplethorad articles

ifromshoreto thetarget boulder. Luck-
3

onriver explorationand conservation, |

ily, theladder just bridged theshalow
drop between the boulder and shore.
Pecking plagtic explosivein the knap-
sack and on belay from shore, one d
the Boulder Busters crawled out the
extension ladder to the boulder and
placed thecharges.

The Boulder Bustersbegan to
clear the area in preparation for the
blast. Viewers from the road surface
waited with a mixture o anticipation
and trepidation. Would only oneboul-
der bedestroyed?Would therapid be
harmed?Would theconstructioncrew
wait long enough to let the Boulder
Bugtersget out d harm's way?

Inonemassiveexplosion, the
boulder wasblastedinto thousandsd
tiny pieces. lonized. The dust cleared,
and the view through binocularsfrom
the roadway told the story: the rapid
was unharmed. Further examination
reveded that no water qualityimpacts
were seen.

In dl, the Boulder Bugters
operation was an enormous SUCCESS.
Thewhitewater community pressed the
Federal Highway Commission to fol-
llow through on its promises, and the
Administrationdid.

While these construction
iimpeacts were documented, eval uated
and resolved, thereis <till more con-
struction work to be done, and more
ftroublespots to monitor. Existingcon-
struction must be checked for signsd
erosion and long-term sedimentation.
A protection team will float the new
construction area this spring to evalu-
ate theseand other troublespots. Con-
struction will closely pass Lone Pine
lhpid, LittleFals, and SurpriseRapid.
(ZoncernisespecidlygreatatLonePine
lhpid, where the road must pass be-
tweenalargegeol ogical formationthat
holds up the neighboring hillsideand
theriver's edge. The hillside has a-
ready dipped someduetothe present
road, and thisadditional road construc-
tion has geologists, environmentalists
and river enthusiasts worried. The
whitewater community will be right
there, observing, participating, and when
dbsolutely necessary, Busgting.

Mark Torf isa kayaker from Boi se,
Idaho and theFriendsd the Payetterepre-
sentative t0 the South Fork of the Payette
River Protection Committee.
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QUIRT!

-----

An AWA interview
with the fabulous
Snyder brothers

by John Porterfield

A varialy of squirt moves: fop--
imystery move and blasiing a wave or
the Ottawa. Loft—Jeff Snyder
demonsirates pilow squirt on New
York's Hudson River, Photes by

MRS SWEADET)




It's been five yearssincethe pivot
turn metamorphosed into the stem squirt
and razor-edged boats replaced Tupper-
wareasthe newkid ontheblock. The““fad”’
asitwasinitially labeled bytheentrenched
big boat theorists outgrew its detractors
moniker intoatrueoffshoot o the sport o
whitewater boating. Boat manufacturers
came and went, boat and paddle designs
streamlined the dense boat concept, and
videos highlighting the new three-dimen-
sional world o whitewater boating with
dazzling displays o aquanastic ability.

Two years ago the SQUIRT
BOCOK hasreached theboating public--the
last guidepost measuring the blossoming
growth o the sport o squirt boating. In
thisintervieweditor JohnPorterfield spoke
individually with Jeffand fim Snyder to
find out their views d the progress, direc-
tion and future d the sport. Excerptshave
been edited from thoseinterviews.

AWA: From your perspective, inwhat
ways has the sport progressedin the
past two or threeyears?

JIM SNYDER: It hasprogressedquite
abit. Therearealot morepeopledoing
it, and most o theexpertshavegotten
alotbetter. Proof  thatistheexistence
d whitewater rodeos withsquirtevents.
There's a certain percentage d boats
who are willing to try squirt boating.
And oncethey havetried it, they will

get out consi stentlyenoughtogetgood

at it. Most peopleare in it with two
boats - a big boat and a squirt boat.

Squirting isa segment d the boating
society that has grown into itsdf - its
morea percentagegainthan afad.

JEFF SNYDER: There are a lot better
boat designs which dlow you to get
intolower volumewhilestill maintain
acomfort range. That combinationisa
recentadvancethat keepspeopleinter-
ested when they can do it reasonably.
Also, it's redlizedthat you haveto use
asmall boat for your weight. Oned my
brother's new designs, the Bigfoot, is
designedfor folkswithlarger fest, longer
legsand bigger knees- folksthat had to
do"'the painthing' before.

JIM SNYDER: | don't have the exact
figuresyet, but | thinkyouarewithins
to10 poundsd liftof neutral buoyancy

inaproperlychoppedsquirtboat. Now
wearetryingto get comfort built into
that performance range: Once New Wave
figured out that everyoneneeded abump
chop [for thefeet] and a weight chop,
thingsgot real exact in properlyfitting
the boat. The bump chop can vary
about an inch and a hdf at the mogt,
while the weight chop can vary up to
four inches.

AWA: How aboutadvancesinreading
underwater currents?

JIM SNYDER: The SQUIRT BOOK
hel ped squirtistsand non squirtistsdike
understand more about the undercur-
rentsand givesthem aformat tolearn
those currentswith.

JEFF SNYDER: The main facet that |
have learned about the subcurrentsis
that so much[of it] isal pillow action.
Before you get to the rock, al o the
water slowsup to astop. Ther€'s alot
moretimetherethat you would think.
That'show | get away withswimming
rapids for fun. All o the water goes
around the rocks. The only thing you
haveto keep away from is undercuts.
It's al [of the] pillow actionthat makes
it possible to swim over big drops -
that's what's doingit for you.

AWA: Jeff, how did yougetintoswim-
ming rapidsfor fun?

JEFFSNY DER: Someonesaw how ri-
diculously small my boat wasand told
methat if | learnedtoswim | wouldn't
havetobringtheboatalong. They were
right.

AWA: It seemsliketherearemoreand
more riverson which squirt boatingis
being done - especialy steep technical
runs.

JIM SNYDER: Thaeareawhdeleague
o people who are trying to make a
namefor themselvesby runningrealy
hairyruns intheir squirt boat, you know,
liketheRussll Fork- whatever's narly.
Therés amentalityamongst somefolks
that they haveto taketheir squirt boat
downsomethinglikethat toprovehow
good they are. Itisavaidtest - but its
extremely dangerous, and | think it is
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outd theredmd fun- unlessyouare
totally at easeinit. You could say that
running big water - like the Grand
Canyon - isasoin that relm o run-
ningthingsthat areamost teo hairyfor
littleboats, but | don't agreewith that.

You will alwaysrun into peoplewho
will give you an argument about what
they are doingisdifficultbeyond fun.

Whitney [Shields] and Eric [Lindberg]}

weredoing mystery movesoneday on
theChedt. A C-1 paddier who had never
seensquirt movesbeforetoldthemthat
what they weredoing[mysterymoves|

wastotally uncool. They got abig kick
out d that.

JEFFSNYDER: My personal favorites
arerunnin’ creeks, small scalestuff, but
bigwater isfuntoo. All o thelimitsare
getting pushed back in al directions-
itsanatural occurrence. Squirt boating
was a big shot in the arm as far as
kayakingisconcerned, it brought new
interest for the peoplewho have been
aroundlongenoughtomastertheart o

kayaking. The biggest thing squirt
boating did wasto givethesefolksthat
were redly getting quite good some-
whereto go.

AWA: Jm, having boated a lot with
Whitney Shidds, do you think hisdesth
on theLower Meadow iscausefor re-
evauating what should and what
shouldn't beruninlow volumeboats?

JIMSNYDER:No, notatall. Whenyou
areinasquirt boat, youcant befooled
into doing runs without thinking they
arerisky. You know that you arein a
risky positionwhenyouareinasquirt
boat.Its very obvioustoyou. Therésa
lack d naivety
d caculated risksat that point, which
isthesameasitisinany other boat. So
I don't think thereisany illusionabout
squirt boats being low and deadly, |
think its largely a matter o percent-
ages, therearex-numberd peopl ethat
are going to paddle over a 100 year
period, and therearex-number that are
going to diein that same time frame.
Hopefully this will have everybody
rethinking what they are doing, per-
haps making them morecautious. Most
ClassV runs that are run by experts
haveClassI runs throughthem. Whet's



hairy about themisthefact that if you
aredf thatline, you candie. If youare
blowndf that Classlllline, youshould
bere-evaluating what you aredoing. |

don't think peopledo that enough. As
far aswhat type d boat you want to
takewhere, | fed itisup to you toget
your assto thetakeout. You shouldn't

begoingonanyoned s say 0. That's
acommon mistake.

AWA: You both have been doingdlin-
icsaround thecountryand in Canada-
-wheredo you see the sport growing?

JEFFSNY DER: Thefirstaread growth
was around the South, then around
Pennsylvania. Thefast areas|'ve seen
arein theMidwest and Wes - Canada
isstarting to catch on too. | hear Japan
may be ordering a thousand boats or
0.

JIMSNYDER: A coupled interesting
thingshavebeen happening. Therehas
beenmoderategrowthinCanadaanda
biggrowthintheNorthwest. Therehas
been a relatively big growth in New
England, even though New England
hasbeeninitfor thelongrun anyway.
Coloradohardly hasany squirt boaters
at al - thereare probably lessthan 20
squirtboatersinal d Colorado. There
isagrowingcollectiond squirtboaters
intheNew Mexico- Arizonaarea, the
Rio Grandedrainage. Thereareasg-
nificant number o expertsdownthere.
The big water growth isnt what you
wouldexpect- thereprobably hasbeen
less than 100 squirt boatersdown the
GrandCanyon, eventhoughithasbeen
heavily recommended by every squirt
boater that has beendown there. Squirt-
ing growsfrom renegade boaterswho
jugt don't want to belong to the old,
locd hierarchy d who's expertsin the
bigboats. They wanttogooutand play
onther own thingand havechdleng-
ingfun.

AWA: What about new moves?

JEFFSNY DER: Thetrangitional screw-
upsaresomethingthat | smoothed out
over thesummer, possiblewiththelow
volume the T-Bird has allowed me to
getinto. Being ableto do those moves
withthreeor four strokeshasalsobeen

agod I've hit thisyear. I've come up
withalot  new teaching techniques
whichallowsfolkstogrowfaster. After
| was with you in Maine, John, | went
back to Canadaand € sewhereand the
back home. | was teachingafriend o

mine who was jugt starting to squirt,

andinthree, twohour sessionshe now
hasscrew-upson bothsides. | aminthe
processd organizingwhat|'ve learned
about teachingand puttingitall down
onpaper.Mogstd thenew movesl have
beenworking on center on swimming.
| swamSwallow Fals[TopY ough] this
year.

JIM SNYDER: I\ve seen the new moves,

which are always variations on old
moves, coming from arealm of confi-
dencethat theexpertshavegotteninto.
They havetried somuchd what there
istodo and have becomeconfidentin
that redm that the next thing comes
easily and naturally for them. It's not
like a terrible extension into an un-
known region - itsmorelikeapeaking
d ther abilities. People have been
smoothing things out, making them
efficient. Its ahugefiddd knowledge
tolearn about = 20 plus movesthat are
available - rapid running moves - a
hugeamounttolearn. Therearecertain
ways to do it right - its a process of

roundingout. You areseeking'* down-
time'* andarealwaysdiverted by good

aurfing! Thereareafew different redms
o expertisedevel oping. Oned themis
doingthehairy runsat very high water
- the Russll Fork, the Upper Yough,

theGauley-thetrulydeadly runs. That
is afrontier being pushed by experts
and they are surviving. Others are
pushingthelimitsd 'downtime'*, even
thoughat thispoint they ared | plateauing
outat 15 secondspl usbecausethey quit

looking for downtime. They aregetting
better accessto that redm, but [they]

aren't goingfor more. Soexitsarestart-
ingto become- cool - and thereisalot
d hands-only paddling beingdonein

the Southeast.

JEFF SNYDER: Swimming [whitewa-
terl may be the new sport o the 90’s,
man. It could totaly revolutionizethe
world d whitewater fun. They have
areadyfiguredout thesportin Europe,
sopeopleherecanfigureit out ontheir
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own. Its big in France in inflatable
boogie boards, and one guy, Andre
Perot, supposedly ran a river df o
Mount Everest. Equipment will redly
help people out once its established.
You have to worry about protection
modtly, and flexibility. Flippers, a
wraparound helmet = protectionlikea
turtleshdl. It's mostly knowing when
to breathe. Hotation is an old myth -
that'swhat wehave been going against
for thepastfiveyearswithsquirt boats.
You want to go down, not up. Weve
already seen up. One thing that's red
important: watch out how much fun
you are having, because swimming
whitewater hasan awesomeamount d
funpotential. Goat itfromaneducated
standpoint-lookatwhat otherfolksare
doing beforeyou just jump intheriver
with your flipperson.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The surgeon general
and Jeff Snyder do not recommend this
whitewater port for peoplewith a fear o
water or d holding their breath. Do not
swim whitewater alone or without adult
supervision!

AVWA: Many d thewhitewater rodeos
in boththeeast and thewest haveboth
surfaceboat and squirt boat classesd
competition. How do you feel about
that?

JIM SNYDER: It think its happening
largely becauseit givespeopleareason
to meet and check out new products.

Asfar as the squirt competition itsdf

goes, itsvery difficult to judge. Its proba-
bly astoughasjudging[ ocean] surfing.
Aslongaseverybodyisrelativelylight
spirited about it then there won't be
peopleprotestingabout the particulars
d judging. Butten yearsdowntheline
itsgot toget that way, everything will

probably besodetailed, because every-
body will be sonear eachotherthat you
haveto split hairson performance.

JEFF SNYDER: | think is something
that is naturally going to happen, be-
causewhenyou coordinatean event o
that magnitude [a whitewater rodeo]
youmightaswell makeitasdiversified
as possible to attract as many interest
groups as you can. In judging, "'the
matter d opinion™ part is the down-



side. It's tough to judge.

AWA: Do you think thereshould bea
universal judging schemeestablished?

JEFFSNYDER: Yeg, | think that inthe
future there will be - | have heard a
proposal for aWorld Cup tour -which
might start thisyear withthreeevents-
oneintheSouth, onein Colorado, and
one on the Wenatchee in the North-
west. Eventual lyit couldsevera events
a summer. Somebody needs to take
responsibility in organizing this tour
way in advance to line up dates and
placesfor thecompetition. Peoplethat
want to plantogo to theseeventsneed
to knowninadvance. Thecompetition
should besplitinto twodifferent cate-
gories-whereoneisdonetraditionally
- waves, holes, current, eddy lines, and
theother oneisdoneonflatwater with
aprop-aconeor buoythatisanchored,
and you work with that.

JIM SNYDER: It would beconvenient
if someonedid. Butl think thesportis
20 full o rebels and renegades that
whatever system it is it will be, and
rightfully so, subjecttoalot d second
guessing. It will be atrial by fire be-
causeyou arenot goingtotell alot o
squirtboatershow tojudgeif they think
they have a better idea. If you want to
judge folks on performance, the dual
eventsd flatwater and river workisa

good way d doingit.

AWA: Would this serve as a compul-
sory stagewith required moves?

JEFFSNYDER:Wdl, thereareacouple
d ways d going into that. | think
whatever is done it should leave the
dooropentocreativity. | thinkthereare
movesthat arehard that alotdf people
don't knowabout.Remainingperfectly
motionless or stagnant - that's realy
quiteahard trick todo - it isn't recog-
nizedtoday asit might beinthefuture.
| think going to the Cup-style event
would be good, and | think they will
comeup withamorecons stentsystem
for judging.

JIM SNYDER: Onceyou get intocom-
pulsaries, you start defining what
"perfect” is. That doesn't leave room

for growth and makes the sport rigid.

The competitionwill guidethesportin
thelong run. Theexpertsthat arewin-
ning competitions will be practicing
the movesthey get the most pointsfor
= and thiswill somewhat determinethe
competitivefutured thesport. | would
iend towards an open-ended system
ihat leavesalot d room for interpreta-
tion. What if long boatscameback in
and they werereally good with plenty
of style put intoit. Itshard to say how
it should go- I'm skeptical o apanel of

judgesthat will tell therestd ushowit
sihould bedone.

AWA: How should a point sygsemwork
in judgingsquirt events?

JIM SNYDER: | came up with arudi-
inentary set o rules and some folks
Inavetakenthat and donevariationson
it.Itsworkedout fairly wdl. Thereare
ithree criteria, judged 1-5 on each d
ihem. Thefirstisform, whichinvolves
ihetimingd cartwhee sand theclean-
inessd moves. You would start with5
jpoints, and lose points depending on
itheseverity and number d mistakes.
The second is aegthetics, which isthe
chance for the judge to say what he
llikes similartostylepoints.Thethirdis
complexity, or thedifficulty d themoves
Ibeing done. That 1-5 scaleisdelineated
for the different moves: 1 representsa
sternsquirt, 2iswork beingdonewith
thebow, 3representsthe trangtionmoves
- blasting transitions, cartwheels and
mystery moves, 4 indicatesa complex
seriesd transitionmoves, and 5 repre-
sentstransitionmoveswitha screw-up
indudewithinthetransitions. TheOcoee
Rodeo judgingworkedout well. | think
weshouldbuild onthe judgingcriteria
used there.

JEFFSNYDER: It would belikediving,
so many points for difficulty, and so
many pointsfor executionfor both the
flatwater and river events. The flatwa-
ter event is like the floor exercise in
gymnagtics-itsredly a provingground,
flatwater i sanoutstanding placetosay
"1cando thismove'" becauseif youcan
do it on flatwater, you can do it any-
where.

AWA: What would you belookingfor
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if you judginga squirt competition?

JEFF SNYDER: Onewould becreativ-
ity - what movesare put together and
how -basically theexecution. Another
would be how the moves are strung
together - the difficulty to going from
ime move into ancther. Transitiond
inoves are harder than movesthat are
consistently on one end. Past-vertical
inovesaretypicaly harder that vertical
inoves. Linkingdifficult movestogether
Is what separatesthebest from therest.
IBoet control is pretty easily seen - ver-
ticality in cartwhedls, clean should be
iredl clean. | don't think competition
ireelly needsto be picked apart for its
components = maybeit will get to that
imentually when there is more value
placed in thecontest - 1seeit now asa
chance to get out there people what a
great opportunity they have to have
ffun, and | don't dotoo bad at them.

JIM SNYDER: | wouldliketoseethree
or four moves that can be done per-
fectly. Well one thing | would make
sure d is the time limit. I've beenin
icompetitionswhere the squirt boaters
aresupposed to beout therefor twoor
more minutesdoing your thing. if you
area squirt boater you known that in
two minutes you will be dead to the
world. You won't be able to hear the
roar d the crowd because you are so
tired from everything you have been
doingfor the past two minutes. Thirty
seconds is far doser to appropriate,
you know. Think d typica playing
formats- youdon't gofor two minutes
straight, transitionafter thisafter that -
when you get tired you start screwing
up your moves unless you are red
efficent with your strokes. On theWorld
Cupcircuitidea, you need to pick sites
that offer the right water and crowd
access. Parking is important. The Po-
tomac in Washington, D.C. would be
anexcdlent choice, but you need spon-
sors, and the sponsors need an angle,
suchastelevison exposure, big crowds,
efc. to mekeit work. | think Wautaga
[Laminates] did agood jobd organiz-
ing the Ocoee Rodeo. They included a
tupperware class, and AWA helped
provideafegtival atmosphere. Maybe
AWA should take an active role in
promotingasquirtboatingWorld Cup.



I'll come back to the Deerfield.......
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But relicensing
can insure flows for
Upper Deerfield dries

By Ron Rathnow

My first experience with the
Deerfield River camein the spring d
1987. | had recently moved up toMas-
sachusettsfrom Kentucky, and likeall
northeasternboaters, | had been wait-
ingall winterfor theice tobreak and the
snow tomelt. Thisspring, not only did
the snow met and the ice bresk but
springrain-and plenty d it-drovethe
riversup fagt and hard throughout Newv
England. We dragged our boats out
from dusty basementsand dug them
out from under snowdriftsand headed

for the Monroe Bridge section of the ™

Upper Deerfield River.

Sur e enough, whenwearrived |

about3500cfs d smowmeltand runoff
was there to greet us, pouring over a
dam and down a normally dry river-
bed. It wasa lot more water than we
had anticipated or had evenimagined.
Beinganew riverfor me | wasanxious
to catch a glimpsed thedropson the
shuttle ride. The few views we saw
wereenoughtolet usknowthattherun
was going to be very interestingin-
deed.

We scrambled down a steep,
scrabble-lined bank below the dam to
the watersedgein Monroe Bridge. At
3500 cfs the rapids started immedi-
ately and werenearly continuous- one
ClassIIl - IV drop after another. Each
rapid got progressively tougher, with
moreand moredecisionsto makeand
halesto thread. Cruisngdownthrough
the phdanxesd waves bracingthrough
the holes and dodging pouroversbe-
cametheorder d theday. Whenitwas
over and another steepclimbout o the
gorge was behind me | thought how
lucky | wasto haveariver thisinviting
s0 closeto home. Imagine my chagrin

ly there will

when | found out that this section o
river rarely ever haswater init.

The Upper Dearfidd Drys, as
they areknownlocaly,isdry asabone
becausethewater isdivertedthrougha
cand to creste power at theBear Swvamp
Prgectimmediately downstreamd the
takeout. Asit turnedout, luck waswith
me that first year in the Berkshires.
Onceevery tenyearstheturbinesat the
Besr Swamp generating plant have to
be retooled, and todo so meant | etting
between 1,000 and 1,400 cfsdown the
dryway during the summer months.
1987 fdl into that ten-year cyde, and
releases started in July and ran into
September. Here was an excdlent,
chdlenging and very scenic run, only
45 minutesfrom home. | waspsyched!
It wasa pisser! It wasbitchin! Lifewas
good again- therewaswater, sunshine
and the rugged Berkshire Hills, jus a
hair south d the Green Mountainsin
Vermont.

Attheselowerleves, theriver
becameaclassic New Englandrun. The
boulders that had previoudy crested
hungry pouroversnowforced ustorun
erractic lines through technical rock

gardenswithadistinct sensed gradi-
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be water
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ent from top to bottom. Eddies were
deep, linesweretight and timewent by
far too quickly for al d us. But good
memoriesare hard to loose.

These days the Upper Deer-
field section in Monroe Bridge rarely
runs. The AWA isinvolvedin relicen-
singthehydro projectoperatedby New
England Power and monitored by the
Federd Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion. The AWA, assisted by and large
by locd boaters, isinvolved in an at-
tempt to schedulerecreational rel eases
onthisstretch. Thereareaso plansto
expandacommercid raftingventureif
additional releasescan be negotiated.

Above the Monroe Bridge
sectiontheDearfidd River ill has plenty
to offer whitewater boaters. Originat-
ingintheGreen Mountains d southern
Vemont, the Deerfidd drains south
towardsthe Connecticut River inMas-
sachusetts. The Eag Branch d the
Dearfidd begins on the dopesd the
Mount Snow Ski Area and is fed by
additiond ski resortsand smdl streams
asit flowstowardsits union with the
Wes Branch. AlthoughtheEagt Branch
isfarly tame, the West Branch should
givesteep creekerssomething to think



about. Tumblingoff theslopesd Pros-
pect Mountain into a Class V New
England run - big boulders, vertica
dropsand viewsthat resembleachair-
lift ride at one d the neighboring ski
resorts. Thereisevenardatively ssfe
runthroughal argecul vertat onepoint.
The West Branch continuesits break-
neck pace until the confluenced the
Deafidd River isreached in thequiet
community o Readsboro, Vermont.
Astheriver entersMassachu-
setts it forms Sherman Reservior, a
holding pooal for the Yankee Nuclear
Power Plant. Y ankee was thefirst nu-
clear power plant built in the United
States. Nestled quietly at thebased a
mountain, Y ankeestill produces power
for the northeast. The lower cooling
pool for the power plant iscreated by
the dam at the head d the Monroe
Bridge section. This dam aso diverts
thewater into the cand, very reminis-
cent d the Dries section d the New
River inWest Virginia Thecand then
carries the water down into the Bear
Swamp Pumped Storage Project. It is
thisstretchbetweentheMonroeBridge
Dam and the Bear Swamp Pumped

Relicensing

Storage Project that offersthe greatest
accessand potential for future white-
water boating.

Bdow the Bear Swamp Dam
the river runs Class | and II until it
reechesZoar Gap Rapid (ClasslID about
fivemilesdownstream. After Zoar Gap
theriver revertsback toaClassl and I1
natureuntil isjunctionwiththeRoute2
bridge. Not only isthisstretcha great
place to bring beginning boaters, it is
d so nationa ly knownfor excdlenttrout
fishing. Try not to antagonizethe an-
glersasthey areour dliesin theongo-
ingstruggleto keep our riversfreeflow-
ing.

Zoar Gap Rapid is worth a
day tripinitsdf. Very oftenwhen eve-
rythingel seis dry, therewill be water at
Zoar Gapastheresultd power gener-
ating releases upstream. Sdom gates
at this rapid attract racers for work-
outs on a year-round basis. There are
also good squirt linesand splat rocks
for low volume boaters. No shuttleis
required. Dueto thethermdly enhanced
water downstreamd the Y ankee Nu-
clear plant, Zoar Gap rarely freezes.
The radioactiveglow only lasts for a

made easy

The Amercan Whitews-
fer Affillalion has jusi bagun cir-

| sulatlontoallof e affiisted clube |

and ralicanging network mambors
asimpls “howto"” manualto guide |
paddiars through the process of
getting enhancemants at ofd hy- |
dre projects across the nation.
Entitiad “"Hydre Project Relfcen-
sing... The Tima Has Comea!"™ thia
claarly-writfen 10 page cookbook |
lays out the rules of the garne, the
schedule and lots of wamings
| mbout what not to do.
Along with this package
Is & full list of the scores of proj-
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| by state and river. This list pres- |
ents lofs of critical Information |
about each project Including is
focation, size, sge, cwner and |
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tavasted in getting from power com-
panies water mleases, batter notl-
fication, nicer changing faciiities,
scanic mitigation, etc. This guide
ia tha canterplece of AWA and New
York Awdubon s hydro ellcansing
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form,

You can gel free coples
from Ron Dodson, Noew
Auduben Society, Hollyhock Hol-

Selkirk, NY 12155. Or call him af

518-767-0051, 1

York |

few days- sodon't worry about it too
much. Besides. it will makeit easier for
thatintimatefrienddf yours tofind you
inthedark, if you get my drift.

Another run o interest to
advanced paddl ersflowsintotheDeer-
fidddowngream d the Zoar Gap, bdow
theintersectionwith Route2 TheCold
River packs four miles o ClassIII-V
fundownanarrow, technica riverbed.
Strictly natural flow, this runis defi-
nitely worthalook at if therehasbeen
steady raininthearea.

Like many other power proj-
ectsacrossthenation, reli censingnego-
tiationsareongoingfor theBear Swamp
Pumped Storage Project. As can be
expected, the AWA, locd paddling
groupsandacommercid raftinginter-
est have been directly involved in the
relicensing projectinanattempttogain
scheduled recrestiona rel easesandsite
improvementsfor the Monroe Bridge
Dam to Ber Swamp Dam run. With
any luck, we may see scheduled re-
leases on this section as early as this
summer. Show your support for in-
creased whitewater boating on the Upper
Deafidd by boatingit thisspring. Make
yourself known to the local residents
and to the power company as respon-
siblewhitewater boaters, and asaway
to help out the Berkshire Mountains
economy. Contact your AWA repre-
sentativeand loca paddling clubsin-
volved withtherelicensingeffort. If we
loosethisone, it will be1997beforewe
see any whitewater releases on this
section, and the year 2007 after that.

Regardless d what happens,
you can be sure d one thing: I'll be
back!

Relicensing Contac¢t

JJ Vdera 91 High Street, Fitchburg,
MA 01420. phone: (617)345-3068



Working
to restore
Deerfield
Dries

In a relicensing battle |
against New England Power Com- |
pany, a coalition of organizations I
have undertaken negotiations that |
should provide recreational water
releases for socioecomomic studies 1
on the upper siretches of the Deer-
field River. The coalition, boosted | dry, the water diverted around the | with canoe and kayak activities. Add
by a petition with over %00 signs- | riverbed and through a canal and | to that thousands of boaters who are

|

tures representing 62 whilewater 1 tubee structure. | elther lnvelved in other clubs orwho
interest includes such well The Upper Deerfield is are sirictly private boaters and you
known E:;l:mum as AWA, E mynlq.umhhuﬂﬂnmh#: | have a wealth of users for this new
American Rivers, ACA, The L5, | Virginia. Norman Simsof the Appa- | resoarce.

Whitewater Team, Appalachian | lachian Mountain Club says “no- | Commercial development of
Mountain Club, and local clubs | Where In the U.S. do you find this | these runs is intrinsically involved
suchas the Housalonic Area Canoe | quality of Class IV whitewater in r with the success in negoliating a good
and Kayak Squad (HACKS), The !n:hr]nnpfuﬂmﬂym:‘d: other | deal with the power company and
Merrimack Valley Paddlers, the , and so close to major urban areas.” I with FERC, according to Sims. Bruce
Kayak and Canoe Club of Boston, | There are four streiches directly | Leasels of the U.S. Whitewater Team
the Deerfield River Watershed As- | affected by the negotiations that offer | has founded a rafting company known
soclation, and Deerfield River Out- | Class 1 - IV whilewater, and two | 35 Zoar Outdoor Adventure Resort,
fitters Association. | additional runs, the West Branch of | Inc; he and Tom Foster of the Out-

Public hearings held by | the Deerfield and the nearby Cold 1 door Center of New England see alot
New England Fower and required I River-that offer Class TV - VI white- | of potential in rafting and Instroc-
by FERC were held in October in ; Water. 5ims says “almost no one | tonal use on the many streiches of
Readsboro, Vermont and In I knew of the whitewaler potential of | the Deerfield.
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts. The | the upper stretch of the Deerfield 10 | In the coming months nego-
hearings drew large crowds, tak- | years ago. Since 1964, the Upper Deer- | Hations are expected to determine
ing power company officials by | field [drys] at Monroe Bridge, the [ just whe will do the socio-scomonic
surprise. Negotiations are now | Caold, and the West Branch of Deer- I studied, and what schedule of recrea-
underway between the coalition I field have been mun. Some of the I Honal releases will occur. These wa-
and the power company that should | $ections of drys in Vermont haven’t | ter releases are predicted for April
determine the type of studiestobe ! even been explored yet.” | and May when sufficient water s
condacied and the schedule of water | With a close proximity to | available 1o schedule the releaseson |
releases for the four sections of | Albany and New York City, New | the weekends. On the Upper Deer-
dryways found in Vermont and |ank,ﬁ¢rl-un and Springfield, Mas- | field Drys section at Monroe Bridge,
Massachusetls, sachusetts, and Hartford, Connecti- | negotlations involve stepped releases

Mestled in a pocket valley 1 cut, S5ima feels this area of onex- I of 200 cfs starting at 900 cfs and end-
inthe foathills of the Green Moun- | plored whitewater offers a greater | ing somewhere around 3500 ofs
tains, The Deerfield river drops ! commercial and private whitewater We will keep you informed
thousands of feet in its course to | potentialthan even the many runs in | of the schedule of water releases —it
the Conmecticut River and is | West Virginda. “You don't usually | is important that you go and paddie
dammed eight or nine times along, | find this type of whitewater in New | thisriverduring the study phase! The
Ill'uu way. Some of these dams, in- I England, and rarely is il so close to | :mt bu;hrl that make use of the
cluding the U Deerfield #o many boaters.” ver and go on record, the better
in Monnse BﬂFE;: and the m I Inthe AMC alone, there are | whitewaler boater's chances are of
dryways in Vermont are normally | over 2400 active members involved | obtaining long term releases.

)
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Special serialized fiction feature

Chapter1: Doctor, it hurtswhen | dothis.

by Johnson Cerveau

AnC VW NSloe Wiks

that wasoff tothelek. . ."
gaveRaththe clue.

All o thecon-
dimentsand non-essen-
tial implementson the
table had by thistime
had become a map o
some stretch d river.
Throughlong acquaintance
withWington's standardsd

d themost dangerouscurrent. Thefor
balanced onaglazed carrotdicerepresented
an undercut rock, the celery adowned tree which
apparently was immediately behind the safe path around
the salt and pepper shakers, and the broken match a spot
wheresomeonewasforced to vacatether kayak. Hehad no
cluewhat thebutter knifebalanced ontheashtray signified.

Rath wouldn't sit with Wington at all except that
Generd Vetterling always appeared to be hanging around
actualy listeningto thisgoat tripe. Rath took a seet, unac-
knowledged by anyoneelse at thetable.

"'S then what did you do?" the Generd asked.
Rath had often seen Vetterlingin front & Congressor the
JointChiefswherehewashard eyesand angles. Herehewas
filled with wide-eyed fascination. He reminded Rath o
Beaver Cleaver.

Wington's lips gave one d his gap-toothed grins
that always stirred picturesd Charles Manson in Rath's
mind. "From thereon it wasfat city. | amost botched a
splatter move on this one rock, but that didn't amount to
anything." Here Winston seemingly broached his match-
gick on the salt shaker before sending it down past the
celery

*Ihad thi sclear shottothefdls'* RathsawWinston
move his match along the butter knife, *'so | paddled like
mad towardsthedrop and shot mysdf asfar out asl could.
| boofed that sucker good. Landed right-sideup in afoamy
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ustration by William Nealy, reprinted from Kayaks To Hell,

____courtesy of Menasha Ridge Press
poal of braln bubbles'” Herethematchstick
pegan itsdescent intotheash tray.

Rathhad nointerestin asking
— whatagplatter movewasand hoped
that none d the others at the
table did either. The associa-
tion with " splatter movie'
L intrigued him for aminute
and he liked the idea d
watching Beauregard dis-
assembled very quickly
and violently, hopefully
by someoneRath had put
up to the job. Rath dis-
missed thisas mere day-
dreaming and hoped to

“So what'd youdo
thisweskend, Rah? ' Startled,
Rath looked up from hismaca-

Before heredlized it Rath an-
swered, "My wifeand| played afew sets of
tennis and then went to a paty." He paused
briefly with the practiced air o a prep-school brown noser
beforecontinuing,"*in Georgetown."*

“Damn, Rath,"Winstonreplied,"Y ouspend more
timein Georgetown than anyonel know, outside o red-
tors"" Vetterling chuckled.

Rath brushed df the remark, thinkingd theyears
d accumulated memoshed saved. 'Well, you know. We
can't al have hobbies quite so... interesting as Captain
Wingon."

Vetterling jumped to Wington's defense. **No, boy
wecant. I've been places you should hopeto never ssein
your live, and | still would never dream d doing hdf the
duff Beautellsmeabout every Monday. Yau know, | wasin
Southeast Asia with Westmoreland. We didn't have any-
body doingany d that surfingstuff or anything like what
you sawinthat movie— but wehad peoplewhowantedonly
toget their jolliesout  risk. | can't say that | don't till fed
that way somdimed’  Vetterling's eyesglazed over, logtin
the pathwaysd his own unknowable memories. Winston
spoketo break the tension.

"'Oh, now Dukewestart you out thisweekend and
by theendd thesummeryou'llbegoi ngdownstuff thatyou
never woulda bdieved,

"Generd, weve got that 1 odock." Rath hated



hearing Winston call Vetterlingby the
nickname hed earned in Ada Rath
knew that if heever caled theGeneral
"Duke' hemightaswell applyforajob
at the Department d Transportation.

'S we do. So we do. Wall,
let's get going. Beau, I'll seeyou later.
Maybe you're right and sometimeI'll
take you up on your offer."

"'Anytime, Duke. | think you'd
beanatural."

They all got up toleave. Rath
hurryingtodump histrashwhile Vetter-
ling waited for Winston to collect his
map. Vetterling and Rath took off for
their meeting, whichWinstonassumed
would be in a Pentagon Black Area.
Rath, once out o sight of Winston,
begantotalkincessantlytotheGeneral.

Beausauntered tohisofficein
theL ogisticsand Suppliescorridorson
2West. Hisankleswereall right, but he
wished he werein laced hi-tops with
support rather than his dress shoes.
Sinceyesterday, thanksto several tab-
letsdf shoulder candy, hismuscleshad
improvedto the point whereit nolonger
pained himtocarry lightloadsor drive
thecar, but hewould still just as soon
takeit a little easy for the rest o the
afternoon.

Hejust beat hissecretaryback
fromlunch.

""Sharon,'” he told her, “I'm
goingtobe workingonthe RDFsupply
briefing this afternoon. Hold all cals
unlessthey're crucid."

Sharon was career civil serv-
ice with only twenty more years until
retirement. Wington's request meant
that she would have to take longer
phonemessages.Theslightsneerinher
assent gave Beau the clue that he'd
better do something nicefor her. "'Oh,
and l've got to leave early today, so
there's no pointin you hangingaround
past three-thirty."

Sharon nodded silently and
Beau knew that bureaucratic balance
and harmony had been restored.

Winston pulledthetop report
out o his IN box, highlighted some
random paragraphsinyellow, and | eft
it on his desk. He then made sure no
onewaslooking, closed hisofficedoor,
and started reading Outsidemagazine,
hoping against hopefor agood kayak-
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ing article. Winston had finished his

supply briefinglast week — aslong as |

he was caught up he had no qualms
about spending hisafternoonenjoying
himself.

Secondarily he was looking
for locationsfor his Civilian Leader-

ship — Outdoor Development project. |
Hed beentryingfor yearsto get brass {

at the Pentagon to approvea training,
moral e-buildingexercisefor non-mili-

tary personnel. The problem most of

themucky-mucksat the'Gon had was
that, having lived through Parris Is-
land, West Point, or the Army Ranger
Schooal, they couldn't seewhat good a
bunchd civiliansweregoingtogetout
o hiking through woods and taking

canoesdown riversunlessliveammo |
-with the proper commentary supplied

was bursting over their heads.

Aslongashecould haveRath
aong with him he might be willingto
I'litany o shameand failure. That would
|_betheend d Winston. Butheneededto
kicked them off under hisdesk. Hopes |
i the Administration changed parties to

accept theliveammo.
Winston unlaced hisshoesand

again dashed for finding, somewhere,
something meaningful on paddlingin

this issue, Beau wondered why rock

climbersand cross-country skiers got

al the press. It seemed an arbitrary |
+relationsliaisontotheJointChiefs. This

distinctionto him.

They wereall inagamewith |
gravity — that's what being outside
meant. Whether youragedagainstitby
going vertica on a ledge or used its’!
subtle gradations to navigate a river, |
what it got down to was that you put |

yoursdlf against the whole damned
planet.

impetus enough to improve.
Winston sat back and shud-

dered at the thought o how hed al-
most become pressed Beauregard at -
that seemingly minor slot moveabove
LittleSplat. Hed brushed it off, but it
was closer than he liked to come to |
beingin troublethisweekend. Theguys |
had watched and seen, and while he
could thrill Duke Vetterling with tales |

[ bravado, his fellow river runners
knew that he needed more practicein
- technical water. Witha satisfiedgrinhe
+looked at the clock on the wall and
| realized he had only three more hours
I-until hecould get outand try tososome
| shredding at O. Deck.

Rathwalked outd thecafete-
ria with Vetterling, checked hiswatch
{-and proceeded to LN404, the location
Idf his1:00 PM mesting.

Someday, he thought to him-
| sdf, hell put theadministrative noose
{around Winston's neck himsdf. He
+thought of his memos — shelf-feet of
| them, all jug waitingfor theright moment

| for Rathtogivethemover toJUMMP —
I the Joint Unified Military Materiels

Program. When added together and

by Rath, and without ever mentioning
Winston's name they would becomea

wait until thechaosthat reigned while

{-get away withit.

Winston was in Materielsin
| large part thanks to Rath. Previously
hed been on assignment as a public

brought Winston and Rath in more
constantcontactthan Rethcoul dstand.

Rath managed to get him a
promotion,andaraisebut at thecost o
putting him in Materiels. A resume-
grubber would have considered it an
-insult and left amost immediately.

1 Winston seemed to actually enjoy the
What's kayaking about? ]
Throwingyourself at thebiggest, most |
solid thing you could find — and miss- |
ing. They weren't caled ""drops" for
nothing. Somewhereinthegamewere, |
he knew, the seedsdf itsown destruc- +
tion. Whilehe could play thegame he |
would, and continuing to play wasi
I_withdrew like some engineer's night-

job more. Rath would not make the
same mistakeagain.

Rath deferentially allowed
Vetterlingto go through Securityfirst.
Rath then ran his own badge through
oned themany automaticcheckpoints
guarding the more secureareasd the
building. .Thebarrier in front o him

I-maredf asubway turnstileandallowed
him accessto what those in the Com-
pany caled the Black Area.

Farley, from State, had already
arrived and was testing his dides to
make sure that they came up in the
proper sequence, and that every spot
onthetablehad aset o hishandouts.

Rath thought o Farley theway
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good up-standing peopl ethink of other
good up-standing people. Rath admired
Farley's ability to givegood presenta-
tions. Farley admired Rath's ability to
suck up to anyone without being too
obvious. They often networked over
tennis.

"Farley" Rathsaid.

"Reth,”* Farley replied shak-
ing hishand.

Thesecurity door swungopen
and Klaus Ehrenberg camein, trailed
by two men Rath knew d as intdli-
genceoperatives. Quiteacoup o Far-
ley's to get Ehrenbergin on thisbrief-
ing.

Klausspokeinaheavy Savic
accent, whichconfoundedeveryonein
officid Washingtonand thePresssince
he had been in this country since the
aged twelve. Hissupportersignoredit
as a harmless affectation. His detra¢-
torstried to lure him into speaking in
what they beieved was a middle-
American accent lurking under years
d practiced, halted speech.

It was just one d the most
obviousthingsproving that unlike most
d the men in the President's Cabinet,
Ehrenberg actually had a personality.
Rath hated that.

"Klaus' greeted Rathextend-
ing hishand.

"Knock it off. Let'sget going
I've got thingstodo."

They dl sat down and with-
out further pleasantriesFarley clicked
hiscontrol box for thefirst dide.

"' Operation Cowabunga*, he
clicked for hissecond dide. It looked
likesomethingout d achemistry text-
book.

” 'Fazd, a designer drug.
Inhaling it produces a euphoric high
lasting fifteen to thirty minutes. Tota
sensed dation, power d control over
your environment, feglingyou can do
anything, Itleavesyou hungry for more.
Onebad sde-effect: It rotsyour mind,
starting in the cerebra cortex at the
gpeechcenters. Thefew long-term addicts
dill dive have dmost completdy lost
theability to talk.

"Magor Lopez, acommander
in the San Marcos air force, currently

adso the world's largest producer d' |

“aze. He has yet to begindistribution,

but...” Click"* reconnai ssance ndicates
capacity for well over fifteen metric
:ons o designer drug."

‘The kicker —Click—hedoes
talllegally. The PesceCorpsleft twenty
thousand tons d plagtic resin down
there in the early seventieswhen they
wanted to build small trinket factories
in the area to improve theloca econ-
amy. Thegoop was just gatheringdust
ina government warehouseuntil Lopez
got hooked up with a biochemist =
Click — who managed to turn the suff
intoan hallucinogen."

At this point Vetterling fig-
ured hed better say something: "o
that makesit legd 7"

"Nosir.What makesitlegal is
that it's not illegal. Its not a cocoa
derivative. Its not ontheDEA's list of
banned substances, and Congressian't
eventhinkingd lookingat it right now."

Vetterlingbegan laughing: “So
if he started puttingthisstuff intociga
rettes and guaranteed everyoneit de-
stroyed their brainshe wouldn't even
need to haveaSurgeon Gengrd's warn-
ing?"

Farley cleared his throat and
triedtogoon, hopinghewouldn't have
to answer that. Klaussaved him = sort
of.

"Any indication when hes
goingtogart distribution?'Klaus started
getting his hooksin.

Rath chimed in, *'we haven't
been abletoget an operativecloseenough
totheoperation to find out. However,
from our satellite surveillanced the
number o forkliftsentering hisware-
house, we estimatea current stock dof
twelvetons. Soon he just won't havea
choicebut to start moving product."*

Klauslooked at Vetterling, 1
start tounderstand what themilitaryis
doinghere."

"L ook, Klaus. Diplomaticini-
tiativeshavefailed. Lopezisout there
| on his own, with no governmental
| sanctionor authority. Hisown govern-
| mentisafraidd him. [ don't likegoing
| intoSan Marcoany morethanyou do,
| but given what weve got herel don't
| seealotd choices™

Talk tome Vetterling. What
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areyou saying?"

'We go into the jungle and
terminatetheMgor's command.”

Nobody in the room thought
thiswasabad idea.

Klaus looked to the fromt,
"Farley, what are our choices?’

“That'sreally what were here
to talk about. We need ideas. Lopez's
strongholdisinavaley. — Click — He
runstheair forceand hasradar set up
here, and here, with somed our own
SAMsright next door."

Klausnearly becameenraged.
'Who sold these people SAMs?”

"The previousadminigration,"
Vetterlingquietly reminded him.

’Oh, wdl, in that casa.™*

Farley continued, "*An airdrop
inthevicinityisout. Hehasthelndians
on hissde, they think of him assome
kindd godfather, Therés ari ng around
him about twenty mileswide, all dense
jungle™

'Youre notgivingusalotd
optionshere"

"Scretary Ehrenberg, asl sad,
therearen't alot d options. We need
idess™

"There's got to be something
wecandotodropasguaddownthere.

"Not unlessyou want thento
swim down twenty milesd whitewa-
ter™

Vetterling’s eyeswent wideand
Rath's right eyebrow arched. Smulta-
neoudy they both blurted, "Did you
say whitewater?”’

..... to be continued next issue. Stay on

edge!



River Gods cont.

o catastropheson''essy rivers” where
perhaps paying moreattentionwould
have prevented the mishap. You can
cal arun "uninteresting,”" "' unevent-

ful,” or “unchallenging” - but never
cal it easy. Those d you that don't

becomeone with the water both men-
tally and spiritually face the prospects
o disciplinaryactionfrom the''Lord of

H20.”

3. Never take the word of everybody
that you talk to. Group observation
before getting on the river tends to
downgrade the significanced a run;
group observationafter arun tendsto
heightentherisks. Different riversmean
different thingsto different people. Our
ClassHI may beaClass|V toyou-and
viceversa. Judgeby your ownopinion,
for only you will beforced tolivewith
i t Mogt paddlerswill giveyou an honest
answer to your question, but somecan't
resistthe temptationd acaptiveaudi-
ence. Watchout for the'" spinfactor" -

atype d round robin game that ver-
bally enhances or diminishes the dan-
gersd arunexponentiallyinan effort
to confuse you and dissuade you into
running flatwater for the rest o your
life.

4. Finally, never drag your boat! Boats
were made for the harmonious com-
promise d whitewater and paddier,
dlowingusto' dancedowntheriver."
Boetsare not meent tobebrutally dragged
over bouldersand ledge and through
theunderbrush.Intheeyesd theRiver
Gods, to shoulder theload isto honor
the deities. Besdes, who wants to be
thought d as a wimp. In a sport o
surviva, weall know (if | may borrow
this phrase) that "'"Red Men (Women)
Carry Their Boat and Drag Their Women
(Men)."

For thosethat thi nk thisguide-
lineinRiver Reigionisabitridiculous,
pay heed next time you load someone
ds='s boat backwards! For thosed you
whoareinterestedinitiatesor devoted

members d the cult d whitewater,
recognizingthe exisenced the River
Gods represents the respect that you
havefor theriver. Its not a battle be-
tweenyou and theriver; theriver, infi-
nitely more patient thanany o us, will
awayswin. It isa battle or challenge
within ourselves, executed within the
boundariesd respectinwhichwehold
theriver.

Whenon thewater, weareat
themercyd the"RiverGods" Fatehas
away d creating the unexpected, &-
ther for or against you. Sometimesyou
get trashed in THE HOLE and some-
times, asinmy casg, it let's you go. For
thefew o you that believein fate, we
ask you to pay proper homage to the
River Godsand totieyou boat on your
car facingforward. Maybe the ""River
Gods' will smileonyou next timewhen
you are someplaceyou shouldn't be.

Chris Wilcox is editor o the Merrimack
Valley Paddlers newsletter and pays hom-
agetothe rivergods throughout the north-
east.

The complete reference of every whitewater river system in America

Printed copies available for $15 from AWA Whitewater Inventory, 136- 13h St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also availablefor $7 on 5 7/4 inch floppy disc (requires ISM or ISM compatible computer with a hard drive and dBase /il

AWA National Whitewater Rlver Inventory
New 1990 edition updated to include:

‘River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers
.Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide
‘Includes mileage, access points and whitewater rating

Order your
copy today!

Please send me

Please send me

printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.
Total of §

copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory on floppy discs in dbase Il at $7 each.

Total of $
Enclosedis $
Name:
Street Address:;
City:
State and Zip:

i3



What the AWA can do for youl...

Why does the AWA need my |

membership, and whatdo I get fromit?

What does apaddlingclub get
fromits AWA membership?

Who benefits from AWA ac-
tivities? Read on for the answers to
these compelling and often-askedques-
tionsl

The American WhitewaterI

Affiliation was formedin 1957, incorpo-
ratedin '61. Asthe country's oldest and
most experienced organization com-
mittedto promoting whitewater boating
and conservation, it has a long history
of promoting paddling safety and unit-
ing boaters nationwide. The AWA is its
members: its survivalthrough the lean
years and through its current growth is
due to your involvement!

What YOU Get

What does your individual
membership get you? Briefly,

-You receive american white-
water, the best magazine available on
the issues involving whitewater boat-
ing.

-At your disposalis a national
network of legal and technical assis-
tants to assist members in fighting
hydromaniacs, polluters and river van-
dals or supporting local river concerns.
If you want information regarding a
particular river or run, you can get it.

Due to the growth of AWA
over the last couple of years, your

membership has enabled us to branch |

out a bit...
‘We have more members in
the West, and you can attend and help

with agrowing schedule of festivalsand |

competitions around the country.
-You can now getacopy dof the
Nationwide Inventory of Whitewater

Rivers, acontinuallyupdatedinventory .||

of whitewater runs nationwide. The
inventory is availablein hard copy or on
floppy disk in a format acceptable to
DBiIIL.

What AWA Gets

-Since the AWA is staffed

almost exclusively by volunteers, your |

membership dues and any donations
made for whitewater defense are used
with incredible efficiency.

‘We have benefitted from
whitewater-consciousbusinessessuch
as REI, Patagoniaand Perception which
see AWA’s role as a facilitator of pro-
tecting whitewater boating interests for

the private enthusiast. Every dollar |

counts.

‘We are excited about a grow-
ing number of members who have vol-
unteered material for use in american
whitewater, from feature articles and
briefs on new river runs, to press re-
leases on whitewater-relatedactivities.
Other forms of participation involve local
editorshipof the just-mentioned White-
water Inventory, a living document
which provides private boaters and those
in the decision-makingprocess the in-
formation needed to protect America's
whitewater runs.

*There's plenty of time and
energy spent at recent events spon-
soredbythe AWA, includingthe Gauley
Festival and the Ocoee Rodeo.

‘New members! Clearly our
strengthisin numbers. When someone
sees that we've accomplished a lot
lately and decidesto join the AWA, that
is a terrific vote of confidence!

What CLUBS Get

All it takes for your paddling
Clubto joinis for one personto pay the
ClubMembershipfee...easy as a Class
| float!

‘That person will receive
american whitewater, and your club
name and address willbe printedin up-
coming issues. We have had trouble
keeping the list up-to-date, but that is
now behind us. (Ok, don't trust us:
believe it when you see it.)

i

+n 1989 we will have a slate of
AWA Regional Coordinators through-
out the country, local paddlers that you
may already know and can call on for
help or information on any river issue.

Additionally, we will announce

f-inthe next issue the appointment of our

AWA International Connection Coordi-
nator, who will be available to assist

|| AWA clubs and individuals seeking in-

formation about paddling overseas.
What Else Could Clubs Get?

We want to provide our Affili-
ate Clubs andtheir members with serv-
ices they need. Here are some thoughts:

‘A toll-free whitewater assis-
tance hotline (not a hotline for localriver
levels) for help with any question or
problem that stumps your local re-
sources.

<A computer network of hy-
drologicalflowdata andriverlevelinfor-
mation.

‘Broad publicity for a project,
activity or accomplishment with mailing
labels provided by the AWA.

‘Establishment of a 'Clubs'
booth at the Gauley Festival for pro-
moting events and causes - even col-
laborating on upcoming projects or trips.

‘What else? Let us know what
you'd like the AWA to provideto Clubs.
We welcome your ideas.

Clubs Help the AWA
AWA Affiliates have often

'spread the word' on river safety and
preparedness by disseminating the

- Safety Code, which includes the Inter-

national Scale of River Difficulty. Addi-
tionally, several recent battles to pre-
serve whitewater runs have been ef-

| fected via clubs' rallying its members

and thereby accelerating momentum.
Club leaders can help out the

most by making sure members are kept

abreast of our accomplishments and



goals: if they think they are worthy and
seefittothemselves jointhe AWA, we'll
become that much stronger.

If You Think the AWA is Worth
It, Tell a Buddy

The AWA needs each mem-
ber to be a spokesperson, to educate
otherwhitewater lovers why we're here

andwhatwe havedoneto allowthemto
enjoy the rivers they run. Amodestcalll
to action can make a difference be-
tween the demise or vitalization of a
whitewater project.

The AWA is a unigue organi-
zation. We care about and fight for
celebrating and preserving safe white-
water recreation. We've been doing
this for well overthirty years, and we're

well into our second thirty. We are an
excited bunch of active paddlers - not
bureaucrats or former paddlers tumed
politicians - with a lot on our agenda.
Stay tuned...inl

If you have commentson Indi-
vidual or Club membership, contact
Director Anita Adams at Route 2, Box
614, Princeton, WV 24740, (304) 384-
9209.
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NEED PROTECTION

It's true. Your favorite river may be in danger soon.
What can you do?

Jointhe American Whitewater Affiliation—America's strongest voice for

whitewater.

AWA advocates whitewater sports, boating safety and the preservation
of whitewater rivers nationwide. Your annual membershipfee goes toward
AWA's important conservation and safety programs and includes your

subscription to American Whitewater, the bi-monthly magazine for people
who enjoy whitewater rivers.

JOIN AWA

i

1 £18
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Yes. | want to join AWA and receive my free subscription to American Whitewater,
Enclosed is my $15 ($18 Canada, $25 overseas)annual membership fee.
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| would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution to AWA's
Whitewater Defense Project. Enclosed is my donation for:

Clsis [ 20

] g25

Clip and mail to AWA, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067
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Don't disturb the River Gods

By Chri's Wilcox

It ssemslikeitsbeenagessince |
wehavehad any decent water to spesk |
d in New England. But | remember
back acoupled yearswheneverything
intheWhiteM ountainsd New Hamp-
shirewasat flood stageor damn close
toit. The East Branch d the Pemige-
wasset River in Lincoln was dowly
rising pastahighlevel d 25. Clear, ice
cold water rushed past thewood sus-
pensionbridgeat thenorma put-infor
the Eagt Branch run. The water hereis
soclear that it's deceptive- twofeet
water lookslikeitisbarely coveringthe
boulders, whenin redity there's plenty
d water - too much water for many
boaterson thisboul der-choked run.

Three d usdecided to carry
our boatsover threemilesup an aban-
doned narrow gaugelogging railroad
bed that now servesas a hiking and
cross country ski trail in the White
Mountain National Forest. Wetrudged
through the snow, shiftingour kayaks
from shoulder to shoulder, fording side
streams gushing with snowmelt and
runoff. Four-thousand foot peaks sur-
rounded us - it would be a long way
back if something went wrong.

Noned ushad ever run this
top section o the East Branch before.
We didn't even know anybody who
had run thisstretchat thishighaflow.
Weweresuresomeoneby now had run
it, but that didn't help us out much.

Finally we reached Franconia
B ook, our entrance pointinto the upper
East Branch. Slidingintoour boats, we
knew we werein for a Class V run.
Pecling out into the current, | had a
feelingthat thiswasaday | would not
soon forget.

Right after thefirst rapi d, t hi ngs
went from bad to worse. Whilepicking
a route through the congested boul-
ders, holes and pourovers, my bow
snagged amicroeddy, Spun mearound,
and deposited meinto what seemed to
be""the biggest hole | had ever seen.'

With what must have been a potent |

shotd adrenaline, | instantly reviewed

my situation, my brainat hyperspeed:

I codd bregthe...I had mmy
brace..thrashing up, down, up, doan...it
waes working...dmodt....thrash...I wes a-
most comfortable...no pani ¢ anyway ......Now
foran excgpeplan....

Before | could scull another
stroke, thehole (no, ths was THE HOLE)
asquickly asit devoured me released
me, gently popping mefreg, right-side
up, into the backwash. Wow.

At that moment, right there, |
knew there was no such thing as an
atheistin asousehole.

Therest d thetripdeveloped
into thereligiousexperiencel had pre-
dicted from the beginning. Every one
saw GOD that day - punishing,forgiv-
ing, protecting, demanding respect.
Safely in our vehiclesat theend d the
day, whiteassheets, weall paid silent
and verba homagetothe"River Gods™

When you begin paddling
whitewater, sooner or later you will
hear someone mentiontheexistenced
higher beingsi nthesamesentencewith
holes, strainers, and rouge ice flows.
M ost folks mention thisacknowledge-
ment d a higher being only to them-
selves. Then one day they get trashed,
and their paddling partnerscomment,
'Well Ant, you must have upset the
River Gods"* Mogtbeginnersdisregard
this warning, brushing it off as some
unknown form d hazing specific to
whitewater sport. There are the few
that go dl out, givingtheir heart and
their soul to the sport - thesefolksare
likely to heed theadviced their men-
tors and contemplatethe existence o
the River Gods.

Few paddlersthat | have met
aretruly religious- church on Sunday
alwayslooses out to boating on Sun-
day. Butalmostall aresuperstitiousby
nature, and somegotogreatlengthsto
follow a sacredly guarded routine be-
foreentering theriver.

| know some paddlers who
eat onlyfruit themorningbeforeatrip.
Another always brushes his teeth
immediately before settingfoot in his
boat Many haveacertainorderinwhich
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they put on their gear. One cult d
ooaters prays to the spirit JA for sun
and CHAC for rain. Some listen to
Little Feat or the Dead and pass the
peacepipearound, scatteringtheashes
in the source d their amusement in
hopesit will appeasethespirits. When
naturecdls, adl o the paddlers| know
mekesurenoned theirfertilizer makes
it back into the river - good environ-
mental sense-but mostly becausethey
fear it will anger the River Gods. For
some, it may alucky helmetor lifeves;
aGumby glued to the helmet, a wiffle
bl golf ball on their sprayskirt, even
thoughthey haven't goneforaswimin
years. For othersits a quiet moment
dong the riverbank, reflections o
thought i n reflectionsd whitewater. |
know o one paddler who even deeps
with his lucky teddy bear. Religious
peopleor not, weall manageto find a
minute to ourselves to collect our
thoughtson what istocome, even though
we may not beconsciousd doingit.

Okay, somed you know what
| am talking about, and most of you
probably think I'm justfull o sh__. But
out o respect for the interested few,
wdl, just jotdownsomed thetaboosof
“whitewater voodoo."

1 Never, never, never ever put any
boat on a vehicle facing backwards.
Evenif they don't all fitor areindanger
d fallingoff, itsbetter tomake twotrips
than to chance the wrath o this bad
karma. Being amost as old a rule as
whitewater boating itsdf, it not only
angersthe River Godsbut looks pretty
dumb as well. A good friend o ours
ignoresour pleascontinuoudy; we now
keep a close eye on her because we
know sheis paddlingagainsttheodds.

2 Never say ""its essy."" Besdes the
vanity & momentarily making you look
good in your own eyes, thisstatement
has a tendency to lower your concen-
trationlevel whichinvitesin the unex-
pected. It seemsweareawayshearing
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