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The American Whitewater Affiliation
and The Dagger Canoe Company
are pleased to announce the 1st annual

AWA /Dagger Paddle-a-thon

*Raise money for AWA's Whitewater Defense Project
eRaise money for your local AWA Affiliate Club

*Win valuable individual prizes
eBe eligible for even more valuable Grand Prizes

*Have one heck of a good time

Sound good? Here's all you have to do:

*Sign up local sponsors to contribute what ever amount

they choose per river hour paddled by you during June 1992.
e|_og your river time on the official entry form.
*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31,1992
e Receive your prizes!
*The three highest earning individual participants

will be Grand Price recipients.

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice

SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Elite Kevlar/Graphite Canoe or Kayak Paddle

THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Moonstone Polartech Pile Pullover with Dagger logo

INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-thon T-shirts, AWA lapel pins
and AWA Ender Club shirts

Proceeds to benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON
BEHALF O FA CURRENT AWA AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH
75%TOAWA'S WHITEWATER DEFENSE PROJECT AND 25% TO YOUR LOCAL AFFILIATECLUB
FOR USE IN ITS OWN CONSERVATION, SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Of course,
participants paddling on behalf of AWA Affiliate Clubs are also eligible for Individual and Grand Prizes.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
A WA
PO Box 85
Phoenicia, NY 12464
(914) 688-5569

_ Uagger
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SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LUINE OF GEAR FOR

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterro, Extrasport,
Voyogeurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Cotalog of River Geor.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYNPIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422
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The Morth Face
Lar@gony

Forum

You play...
yOu gotta pay

I'm miredin the deepest depths of
winter hereinupstate New York. Overnight
temperatures are supposed to dip below
zero. Over a foot of lake effect snow is
predicted during the next two days. And |
haven't touched a paddle for two months
now.

So how the hellam | supposedto
pen some witty perspective regarding the
boating scene?

You'll have to excuse me--I tend
to get cranky at this time of year. But to be
honest--I'm not 100% sure my cantankerous nature is a sole product of the weather.

Just a couple days ago, while editing the Briefs section, | came across a notice
that the state of PA was planning to levy a $3 or $4 put-in fee for the Lower Yough at
Ohiopyle State Park. Now granted, | haven't boated the Lower Yough in dose to a
decade--but 10 years from now when I'm pushing 50--I might want to go back.

Sincel learnedto boat along time ago on the Yough--I'm prettyfamiliarwith the
operation there. And what the state of PA plans to provide for the additional costisn't all
that more than what's currently in place.

| seems that the proposedfee is just another example of an ominoustrend. The
Feds want to tax our kayaks and canoes...states want to charge for the use of public
land...it seems that the government seems intent on preventing fun from being free.

I wouldn't complain if I thought the money would be dedicated to preserving
rivers or constructing support facilities for whitewater boaters. But | don't see that
happening. We're too small a segment of the recreation population. More than likely--our
dollars will be popped into some general fund to be wasted in who knows what way.

It's enough to make me cranky. Especially in January.

In this issue...

Now on to this issue. Lars Holbek has taken time from his travels to pen a
recapsule guide to the best rivers of Chile. It's appropriate...it's paddling season down
there. And while the rivers of Maine and British Columbiaare good for nothing but skating
atthis time of the year, we've got a couple of articles that will prep you for the upcoming
season. Finally, we have an interesting safety section in this issue. Charlie Walbridge
contributes his annualassessment of the year's fatal accidents while alsoincludedis one
of the first reports taken from our AWA safety surveys. Readit and enjoy. And remember,
Aprilis only a couple months away.

Managing Editor: Chris Koll, 25 South Street, Apt. 67, Marcellus, NY 13108

Editor: Bob Gedekoh, Box 228, RD 4, Elizabeth, PA 15037

Advertising Director: PhyllisHorowitz, Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464; (914)688-5569
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Address Changes: Keith Morgan, 2601 Tanglewood Dr., Durham, NC 27705
Missing Copies: Contact Phyllis Horowitz

American Whitewater is printed by EBSCO Media, Birmingham, AL. Allrightsreserved.



P URPOSE

membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe- |
dub affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protect and enhancethe recreational-
enjoyment of whitewater sports in America.

EDUCATION: Through publicationof a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides__

information and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
monitorspotentialthreatsto whitewaterriver resourcesthroughits "River Watch" system,
publishes informationon river conservation, works with government agenciesto protect
and preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local
groups regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual
awardsto individualsto recognize exceptional contributions to river conservationand an
annual"hydromania'"award to recognize the proposed hydroelectric power project which
woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contestsand festivals to raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
Gauley River Festivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater
boatersin the nation, other than at internationalracing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater __

accidents, and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers
(the InternationalScale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA
Safety Code. |

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri
non-profitcorporationlaws in 1961 and maintainsits principal mailing address at PO Box 7
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The -t
charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and
preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the -
wildernesscharacter of waterwaysthrough conservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife, ..
and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness _|
cruising and of white-water sports.

*

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a=r=
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ITY VWHITE MBS PRODUCTS
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Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

¢

Kayak Chile

Kayak trips for experts only. with no rafts to wait
for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (who have come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport International, 314 N. 20th St.,
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.
719-520-1784. 800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.

PROFESSIONALSTAFF: Exceptfor membershipservicesand the Executive I_

Director position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-monthly magazine,
are handled by volunteers.

U IRECTORS

Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837
Ric Alesch
8718 West Floyd Drive
Lakewood, CO 80227
Bill Baker
9420 West Ontario Drive
Littleton, CO 80123
Pope Barrow

Tom McAndrew
5535 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015
Pete Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Road
West Sand Lake, NY 12196
Mac Thornton

Susan Gentry
Route 2, 252
Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548
Dan Givens
300 South Straughan, #705
Boise, ID 83712
Bob Glanville
66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

136 13th Street SE Jack Hession 322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003 241 East Fifth Avenue Washington, DC 20003
Lee Belknap Anchorage, AK 99501 Charlie Walbridge
1400 Severn Road Bill Hildreth 230 Penllyn Pike

Richmond, VA 23229
Risa Shimoda Callaway

78 Beechwood Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

Penllyn, PA 19422
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

P.O. Box 375 Diana Holloran Phyllis Horowitz
Denver, NC 28037 Route 1, Box 90 P.O. Box 85

Bob Gedekoh Fairview Mountain Road Phoenicia, NY 12464

Box 228, RD 4 Reliance, TN 37369 (914) 688-5569

Elizabeth, PA 15037 Chris Koll
25 South Street, #C67

Marcellus, NY 13108
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WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

g HEW and GAULEY GORGES 9

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On U.S.'Route 60, 7 Mile
East of U.S. 19 intersection

1-800-950-2585




Richard Fox, Eight time World Champion in K-1 Slalom
and Designer of the Perception Reflex. ™



S ingle minded. Dedicated
o thie

by a pass :

[1'|1'-.|.'| I;.:llrflll.!Jl-_u:. ITLE Iy rI[l.l._!
companies lo strive [or

task at u.J.IIlj Dl].u_n

optimum perfcrmanca.

Al Perceplion/Aqualterra,

ihat

success demands focused
effort. From the outset
quality, performance and
innovation shaped the design
and construction of our white
water and tounng kayaks.
Today, that dedication defines
our role as the world's leader
in kayaking.

Pride in craftmanship
blended with patented, lead-
ing edge technology and a
nationwide network of
paddlesport dealers make
Perception/Aguaterra the
paddler's choice... for the
experienced F-—u:id]m Press
ing the limits of personal
performanca... for the casual
paddler, gliding leisurely
along water trails, taking in
the scenic beauty of the
outdoors... and for the
novice, working to master
basic paddling skills.

Call Perception, Inc. today
for the name and number of
tha Parcantipn/Agnatarra
dealer nearest you... people
FOCUSED oen helping you
get the most enjoyment from
yvour paddlesports adventure.

Perception, Inc.
1110 Powderswville Road
Easley, SC 28640

LETTERS

Thanks for WVRG

Amer-can '-'.Ihulawul&r wal-

| comes submissions from s readers. Pro-

posad arficles should relals in some way o |

whilewaber... rived consarvalion... expadi-
tlonary boabing...salety... Interdows wilth
rivar parsonaliies.  paddiing lechniques
Cuwr renders are most interasted in naw
rivars, nol proviously described In woll
known guidebooks,

Most of our readers are inberma-
diale o advanced boaters, they do nol
nead instruction on how 1o brace of rell, but
thay ane interested in iInnovative daesigns
and styles, We try 1o be receplive o any
and all ideas

The readars of American
Whitewaler are inferosted in whitewaber...
whillkie some boating magazines we do nol
pulblish articlas r-gurdlng Ratwalor cancs-
ing or sea knyaking

Submissiona should be doubla
spaced and neal. Stodes on Moppy disk
(WP5.0) are best Cored spelling and
grammar are appraciated.

Fholos should be incuded whan
appropriate. Black and white prints or color
slides are accepled. Pholos with pro-
nownced color conirasts reproduce bast,

Stories must ba edited as necas-
gary o fil tha farmal of Amarican
Whitewater. Ramambar that even the work

meajor ouldoot publication recantly revealad
that ha ransly deals with amabour writers,
not because their work is inderior.

—adiad balors publication. The-aduc ol a—

ot |

because [hey are nwilling ts secant |

appropiste editing. Expoct to saa Soma
changes in your story
Story length should ranshy axceed

spaced, The best stores have a disting |
focus or slant. This asped of the story |
should maks it unigue and should catch the |

renders” interest. The focus should be

of the articla,

itis ofien batier nol 1o use chrono- |

kopical orded in Teling The slory of a river
ENpICrEEoN. O TeEaTE rarsly sEhs absl
whiat kind of vehicle was driven 1o the put-

Dear AWA Members:

As noted in the last American
Whitewater, AWA is making grants of hun-
dreds or thousands of dollarsto whitewater
conservation groups all over the country.
We at the West Virginia Rivers Coalition
were granted the absolutely stupendous
sum of $50001 In addition to that, last year
AWA granted us $2000 and about 260
individual AWA members have joined
WVRC giving us another $10,500. The
grand total of support from AWA members
over the last 18 months is over $17,000!!!

Thatshould putto restforeverthe
notionsthat (1) paddlers are cheap, or (2)
they are not willing to financially support
effectiveriver protection efforts.

To the contrary, our organization
is living proof that AWA is now capable of
spawningand supportinga new major river
savingmovement. It was AWA peopleand
money which got us going. Just as a child
can never adequately thank a parent, so it
is with the debt we at WVRC owe to all of
you.

And as with an ambitious child,
we are determined not to disappoint you.
We WIll bring home permanent protection
for a goodly chunk of prime West Virginia

whitewater!

Mac Thornton
Chairman WVRC
Washington, D.C.

Gate Crashers

Dear Chris,

Asyou canseefromthe enclosed
newspaper dip, the saga of the Manches-

introduced in a clear way at the baginning ter, NH race site drags on. It is probably

significant that about a week before all the
gate wires were cut, an anonymous threat
wasrelayedto Mark Ciforowski, the person

~who developed the course--athreatin the

inorwhich interstates were taversed. Avoid |

axiransous details-and diches. Open-the

iy wedfe an SeEawy mreiikele bl g

chich the readers’ intarast, then fill in the
dotads latar
Husmonows siorkes and aricas with

spirit of the earlier anonymous obscene
letters Mark and some of the rest of us
receivedover the past several years. (Re:
AWA letters to editor severalissues ago).

The course was completed in

| September'91, and just a week beforethe

a_different point of viow_recieve special |

consideration.

first scheduled race (also in September),
the top 10 wires had been cut. The threat



—

LETTERS

received in October was to the effect that
the September vandalismwas just a warn-
ing, and now real damage would be done.
A week later--theweekend of Halloween--
allbut the upper gate wires were cut down.
Not likely a coincidence. The wires have
now beenrestrung and it is hoped that the
additionalvigilanceby the City of Manches-
ter authorities and increasing use and en-
thusiasm by the boating community will
protect the course in the future.

Yours,
Jim Sindelar
Hopkinton, NH

(Editor's note: It's absolutelyincredible to
me that this nonsense continues to hap-
pen. You like to think that the boating
community is kind of a large extended
family...and even though there may be
differences within the family--none of your
relations are actually asses. I know that
one group of boaters Yo there in New
Englandsuspects another group of boat-
ers for the vandalism. Let's hope that the
damage was actuallycreatedby a gang of
punk teenagers...and that the cops catch
them and cut theirhands off.)

unless they know how to incorporateit and

Help the clubs f

Dear Chris,

I live in the land of independents:
the Great AmericanWest. Now I don't have
anything against independence except
where it leads to apathy, which also runs
rampant out here (except where firearms
and multi-use public lands are concerned,
of course). Some friends and | started a
new dubin Salt Lake City. The Utah River
Runners Coalitionis up to 30 membersin
9 months. We are trying to get conserva-
tion, safetyandinstructionprograms going
but have widely differing viewpoints on
how to do things. Enough about our par-
ticular problems though.

It seemsto me that dub affiliation
in the American Whitewater Affiliation is
dwindlingin favor of individuals. The AWA
purpose statementreads"...provides tech-
nical advice to local groups regardingriver
management and river conservation...”
AWA does providealot of informationto its
members but that doesn't do any good

XIC SKIING

act onit. (I am not ruling out the possibility
thatthe "advice"isthere andl amtoo stupid
to abstractit.)

I have the feeling, however, that
there are other fledgling groups such as
ours looking for a little guidance, or better
yet, arole model. | would like to see AWA
affiliate dubs (large and small) who have
successful programs submit articles de-
scribingin detailhow their programs oper-
ate and what drives their members to be
involved, or even better, committed (but
notin the insane way like Gary and Carla).

Mark Venable
Salt Lake City, UT

(Editor's note: Valid comments, Mark.
The truthis, the AWA isnetworkedacross
the country to help clubs and other groups
withriver conservationissues through our
directors and regional coordinators. But
we don't have any active consultantsdedi-
catedinhelpingclubs organizetheirranks.
I've fieldedrecommendationnghatweprint
a regular club column to serve that pur-
pose--but I'd need a volunteer to gather
and edit the submittals. Suggestions?)
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Ortovox ava anche beacon ¥249 two for $449

BLACK DIAMOND SPECIALS

. reg. specid
. SonOf Crag Pack 9500 $59.00

2500 $14.95 |

i ARC Pak .5
ARC Pk 1 3250 $19.95
ARC Pk 2 4950 $29.95

ARC Pack 3 5850 $34.95

"WE SHIP KAYAKS'
Dagger - Mad River - Old Town
We-no-nah - Perception - I nfinity
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(TOURING - TELEMARK -SKA F'ING)
Tua Extreme /Expresso clemark ski “90 ¥299 SALE “199 SUIT
Black Diamond Toute Neige telemark ski “90 %205 SALE Y199 SPECIALS
Black DNamond Magrum Sauvage ski 90 %375 SALE %259 Eridanus ™
Kazama Chetback telemark ski "9 ¥270 SALE %249 ¥
Memell Macr i1ele bood 455 SALE %399 Mﬂpgrmﬂ ar: >
Voile Classic Cable binding %69.95 SALE %3 o
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Arva 4000 avalanche beacon 919 twofor $399 dry top *99

At MOUNTAIN GEAR, e deliver iha bast-in
products and service ai reaxonable prices,
Phone and mail orders accepied.

Call for nier hatest sl and outdonr Har Sheet,

(800)829-2009
MOUNTAIN GEAR

2002 N. Division,
Spokane, Wa. 99207
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|nside the Beltwau
Theundersideof river conservation

By D. THROAT

An eight-lane
interstate highway (known as
the "beltway? encircles
Washington, D.C. (stands for
Darkness and Confusion) like
animpenetrable moat
isolating the capitol from the
outside world. Inside this
terrifyinginferno! while the
rest of the nationlooks onin
horror, the ponderous wheels
of government slowly grind
away,

The worldinside the
beltwayis a cacophonous
Tower of Babel—inhabited by
politicians, bureaucrats, T V.
news casters, lobbyists,
lawyers, governmentcontrac-
tors, drug addicts, and special
interest groups.

Undeterredby this
horrific scene, and ever alert
to anythingand everything
affecting whitewater, AWA
volunteers keep a close watch
on events ofinterest to
whitewaterboaters.

The followingispart
of a continuing series of
reports frominside the
beltway.

RELICENSING DEADLINE
ARRIVES

The big deadline for
the relicensing of 237
hydroelectric power plants
came and went on December
31,1991. The day did not go
unnoticed by river conserva-
tion groups. AWA representa-
tive, Rich Bowers, partici-
pated in a spectacular press
conference marking the
event. The conference was
held on the last day of the
year on the plazain front of
the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission, just two
blocks north of the Capitolin
Washington, D.C. It was
covered by National Public
Radio, the New York Times,
several wire news services
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and a number of other
newspapers and six or seven
lalevision stations.
Even as Rich, and
Matt Huntington of American
Hivers, told the press corps
about this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, truck loads of
applications from power
ctompanies all over the nation,
more than 160 in all, began
prriving at the front door of
FERC. The applicationsare
rmw stacked in huge moun-
tains of boxes and papersin
the FERC document room.
"When these 237

plants were built, no attention
was given to the loss of
I sheries or boating opportuni-
fies or to the ecological
‘damage they could cause.
Under present law, however,
Bqual considerationmust be
given to the environment,
amen if that means that the
_n:lam should be removed,"
faid Rich in his statementto
i.hepress. Matt Huntington
Jadded that American Rivers
iand other environmental

roups are already proposing

.hattwo very destructive

dams be removed completely,
the Elwha Dam in Washing-
ton, and the Edwards Damin
Maine. He noted that all 237
dams combined provided only
2/10ths of 1% of the nation's
total energy supply. A
significant amount perhaps,
but not significant enough to
justify massive environmental
destruction.

Meanwhile, FERC's
chief relicensing official,
Thomas Russo, tried valiantly

to tell FERC's side of the
story. Russo argued that
there were no problemsin the
FERC relicensing process,
even though publicinvolve-
ment has been almost
completely eliminated.
According to Russo, “State
and Federal agencies have
had almost two years to
comment on these applica-
tions. That should take care of
everyone's concerns." When
asked what government
agencies were looking after
the concerns of non-con-
sumptive recreationalriver
users—such as canoeists and
kayakers —at the hundreds of
rivers not covered by the NPS
River Watch program, Russo
retreated to his office without
comment.

Under FERC's rules.

ﬂ public—AWA, American

Rivers, and other public-
interest groups included —are
entitled to one public meeting
at the start of the process (2
years ago in most cases). The
public now has a 60-day
period after the filing date to
voice their concerns {i.e by
the end of February 1992).
Thatis IT in terms of public
involvement, except for those
few groups and individuals
prepared to file the complex
papers needed for a full:

Relicensing couldmeanregularreleaseson NY's Beaver.



C ONSERVE

fledged "intervention”.

Needless to say,
AWA has a few relicensing
ideas of its own. Headed up
by Pete Skinner, AWA hired a
relicensing specialist, Rich
Bowers, to reviewed every
single application to deter-
mine if applicanthad looked
at the possibility of restoring
or creating additional
whitewater recreational
opportunities. AWA is
demanding that whitewater
recreation not be ignoredin
the relicensing process. If the
power companiesrefuse to
cooperate, AWA will intervene
in every case no matter what
it costs. "If we do not act
NOW, we will not have
another chance in our lifetime.
These licenses last for 30-50
years," according to Skinner.

Most of the plants
involved are located in the
northeast, the upper midwest
and the Southeast; New York
alone has 43 plants now
undergoing relicensing.

The 1991 relicensing
deadline is an unprecedented
opportunity for whitewater
boaters, but a very difficult
one to take advantage of.
Help is needed from boaters
in every State concerned.

FATE OF CRITICAL RIVER
WATCHPROGRAM STILL
IN DOUBT

Congressional
sources say that the fate of
the popular River Watch
Program, supervised by the
National Park Service, is in
deep trouble. The 1992
appropriationsfor River
Watch came through, but
strings were attached. The
Park Service was ordered to
justify the program to Con-
gress by April of 1992 or face
a funding cut-off.

The program has
always depended on annual
lobbying efforts by American
Whitewater and other groups
to get Congressional approval
to fund the park service
recreation experts workingin

the program. Now, this
funding is more endangered
than ever. The National
Hydropower Association, with
help from key Senate staffers,
is seeking to kill funding for
the entire program after the
1992 fiscal year.

The NPS River
Watch Programis the only
national program now
addressing non-consumptive
river recreation. Althoughit is
administered by the National
Park Service, it is not limited
to national park system rivers.
The program provides experts
on recreation to participate in
the licensing and relicensing
of hydropower projects on key
whitewater rivers (such as the
Deerfield, the Penobscot, and
the Pine) to study and
recommend improved
recreational opportunities.
Unfortunately, due to limited
budget authority, only a few of
the 200+ projects now
undergoing licensing or
relicensing are covered by the
program.

NATIONAL ENERGY BILL
SIDETRACKED FOR 1991

The gigantic national
energy bill, pushed by the
Bush administrationand
Democratic Senator Bennett
Johnston (LA), was put in cold
storage at near the end of the
1991 Congressional session.
This is very good news for
river conservationists since
the bill contained a number of
unwise provisions designedto
jump start new hydroelectric
power development and
bypass environmental review.

After being stalled in
the US. Senate since
springtime by the acrimonious
dispute over the Arctic Refuge
and auto fuel efficiency
standards, the bill finally
reached the Senate floor in
November where it was
filibustered to death by a
small band of Senators
wearing green hats. MDNM
Supporters of the bill promise
to bring the cadaver back

from the grave, but environ-
mentalists hope to see big
changesin the bill when and if
it does return.

The bill would have
exempted hydroelectric
projects of less than 5000
kilowatts from Federal
environmental requirements.
It would also remove the
authority that some Federal
agencies (like the forest
service) have to protect
Federallands threatened by
hydropower.

MICHIGAN RIVERS BILL-
MDBO CONTINUES TO
STRUGGLE

The bill to designate
14 rivers in Michigan as
national wild and scenic rivers
did not make it through the
Senate in 1991. It passed the
House of Representativesin
June of 1991, but local
Congressmen and Trout
Unlimited continue to oppose

the bill. TU wants legislative
language to allow fishery
restoration activities in the
newly designated rivers. Wild
and scenic river purists daim
that statutory language is not
necessary and have, so far,
won the battle.

Senator Riegleis a
stong supportor of the bill, but
Senator Levin is a question
mark. Meanwhile FERC
weighed in by testifying in the
Sanate in October of 1991
that the bill would conflict with
6 hydropower projects now
pending before FERC. With
all this confusion, prognosis
for Senate passage is
uncertain.

The Michiganrivers
bill includes several segments
of whitewater rivers: the
Black, tributaries of the
Ontonagon, the Paint, the
Pine, the Presque Isle, the
Sturgeon, and the Brule.

CHOOSING A WHITEWATER KAYAK?

Some still get VANHA designs just because he invented the
creek boat. Others appreciate the cross-over excellence of his
designs ... popular at instructional schools worldwide and a
runaway favorite of European rodeo winners. For you Ben
Franklin took the guesswork out with his 'for' & 'against' list ...

Why VANHA? | why Not?
UNIQUE ACCELERATORS deliver more power per stroke. Limited

imite
PRECISION CONTROL eliminates that sloppy loose feeling.

SMOOTH & SMART hull has an expanded “sweetspot". | Evailahiliy

Why NOW?

Reasons Not To

LIMITED EDITION, for those independently minded.
DARING CONCEPT - leave timid boats behind.

LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY - Bond with your new boat

or return within 30 days.

contact:

NOAH INTERNATIONAL

Rt. 4, Box 4638, Blairsville, GA 30512

for the better shops.
404/745-8899

Can't
Think
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HOUSE HEARINGS ON
LITTLE RIVER BILL

The Parks Subcom-
mittee of the House of
Representatives completed its
hearings of the landmark bill
proposed by Congressman
Tom Bevill of Alabama to
make the Little River Canyon
in northern Alabama a
National Preserve. Support
was not unanimous, but the
State, the Alabama Power
Company, and many national
and local environmental
groups gave the bill a thumbs
up.

This is one of the
best whitewater runs in
Alabama and boaters have
been strongly supportive of
Congress,an’s Bevill’s bill.
The bill would protect the very
scenic Little River Canyon
from hydroelectric power
developments and authorize
the transfer of thousands of
acres of Alabama Power

. Wetshoes
$24.50-$39.50

NRS Neoprene

__$75.00-$89.95 |

SH 3552250

Call for aFREE
1991 Water sportsCatalog

1-800-635-5202

PO Box 9186-1602 Moscow, ID 83843

“Company property to the

National Park Service, as well
as some State lands.

WHITEWATER TRAINING
SITE UP AND RUNNING

Not all the news
events take place INSIDE the
beltway. Only a few miles
from the beltway at
Dickerson, in the Maryland
suburbs, in an unusual
example of cooperation
between an electric utility and
whitewater boaters, the
Potomac Edison Power
Company has built a
whitewater training site for the
U.S. whitewater racing team.

The site is located in
the warm-water discharge
canal at the company's
thermal power plant in
Dickerson, Maryland. This
facility, which opened on
Thanksgiving of 1991, is the
only year-roundtraining site in
the United States similar to

Wetsuits |

Gloves

T the course athletes will be

racing on in Barcelonain this
year's Olympic competition.

The course is slightly
shorter than the Barcelona
raceway (900 feet long as
opposed to 1200 feet long)
and less steep (16 foot drop
as opposed to 24), but has
more volume (650 cfs versus
350 cfs). According to
Assistant Coach, Gordon
Bare "the character of the
water is typical of artificial
courses —very different from
natural river beds. It should
be ideal training for
Barcelona.".

The project is the
brainchild of two D.C. area
racers, John Anderson and
Scott Wilkinson, who built a
scale model of the course
with PEPCO's help. Ander-
son is looking for other sites,
possibly in New England or
New York, to replicate this
outstanding success. Sugges-
tions anyone?

i
FIS

| Pesigns

WILD AND SCENIC POS-
SIBLE FOR SESPE CREEK

Abill to designate
31.5 miles of Sespe Creekin
Southern Californiaas a
national wild and scenic river
passed the House of Repre-
sentatives late last year and is
set for actionin the Senate
Energy and natural Re-
sources Committee this
spring. Sespe Creek is a little-
known whitewater run, which
few boaters have been lucky
enough to catch when it is
high. According to Dr. Keith
Beck, who has been chasing
this creek for years, itis a
"real screamer". The river
designation is part of a larger
bill (H.R.2556 and S.1225) to
designate a wilderness area
in the Los Padres National
Forest (CA). With support
from both California Senators,
Cranston and Seymour,
prospects for the bill look
good.

Paddle
Jackets

Paddle Pants
o Wetsuits

e Econom .
Paddle Jackeit
and Pants

© e Sprayskirts
® Throw Bags

e Kayak Back
Straps

Paddlemitts

e Cockpit
Covers

Canoe Thigh
Straps

So Much
More.
. P.O. Box 3155
Boulder, CO. 80307
303-444-8495




AWA active in mid-Atlanticriver issues

By MAC THORNTON
AWA Vice President

1991 was another
busy year for the whitewater
conservation program of the
American Whitewater
Affiliation and our member
dubs in the Middle Atlantic
states. Here is a short
summary of what went down:

West Virginia Rivers
Caoalition. Thirty national,
regional and in-state groups
have joined forces to gain
designation of thirteen "crown
jewel" streams in
MonongahelaNational Forest
as federal Wild and Scenic
Rivers. In the enfire East,
there are now only 17
designatedrivers! Induded
on the target list are paddling
gems like the Smoke Hole
Canyon of the South Branch
Potomac, the Laurel, Shavers
and Dry Forks of the Cheat,

- the Cranberry and Williams,

and the infamous Blackwater
Canyon.

In the summer, the
U.S. Forest Service handed
WVRC a smashingvictory in
its report on eligibility, the first
stage of the designation
process. The report upped
the total miles eligible to
293.9, only 9.1 river miles
short of WVRC's goall!

In mid-November,
the Virginia Environmental
Endowment announced a
grant to WVRC of $30,0001
WVRC is now hiring a second
full time staff person and is
launching a major
membership campaign. Mid-
Atlantic paddlers will soon be
receiving a mailing giving an
opportunity to join WVRC.
Please join -- the political
might to get the job done
rests in the number of people

support!

Gaulev. The National
Park Service is formulating
plans for the Gauley River
National Recreation Area,
and AWA has met with and
explained paddler prioritiesto
the planners. AWA asked for
riverside access points to be
developed preferably near
Panther Creek (below Sweets
Falls) and at the AW put-in
(above Koontz Flume). AWA
also asked for primitive
camping along the rim
somewhere near Panther
Creek/Woods Ferry.

Paddlersare also
keeping an eye on a run-of-
the-river hydropower project
planned for Summersville
Dam. Currentplans would
not impact whitewater, except
for shifting the parking lot at
the dam downstream a couple
of hundred vards. -

who demonstrate their

Far Upper Gaubey.

A Rube Goldberg hydropower
project was planned for the
far upper Gauley (near
Bolair), which proposed to drill
through a mountain and divert
most of the Gauley flow into
the Elk River! Paddlers joined
with American Rivers, Inc. in
opposition, and this is one
time FERC made the right
call: another bozo hydro idea
bites the dust.

Lost/Cacapon. AWA
was one of the plaintiffs in
court challenges to a dam
boondoggle being promoted
for Kimsey Run, a major trib
of the Lost River. A localfat
cat wanted the government to
build a dam which would
create a sizeable lake on his
property, which he would
develop into another Deep
Creek Lake. However, the
justification for the
$10,000,000 dam was flood
control, and a flood control

. Presents
LI
= J;— e Whitewater Dancer lI
- i 7 ‘i Thisvideohas tall! Underwater
=== rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,

Hotwaveandhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-H stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of specialinterestto clubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP ARIVER. HI-Fl stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 2031693-8750
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‘- THE 1991 OCOEE

See for yourself wHy the most dynamic whitwater events ame growingin
number and size around the world!

Organizedby AWA, Man of Rubber and Ocoee Rafting, this year's Ocoee
Rodeo attracted west coast, east coast, and european boaters. The result
was high energy, from Kathy Bolyn's explosive enders, to Tom de Cuir's
gracefulno-paddle 720 pirouette!

Producer Paul Bonesteelhas assembledthe highlights into a montage of
playboat showmanship, accompaniedby original fusion/rock music. He
covers how the events work, have evolved, and are promoting the cause of
river protection, with flair and excitement. Order your copy today, a
bargain with a year'smember ship to AWA!

S AS S SRS S N e o e ——

ADDRESS
days

NAME
PHONE )

$US
Please send me a 1991 Ocoee Rodeo Video @ $19.95 each

S i g nmeup forayearsmembershipln e wrenewal
($20) Single____ or ($30) Family —— + ($15) Video =
Add $250 per video for shipping
TOTAL ENCLOSED

Clipand send witha check payableto AWA, P. QBox 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464



dam is kept nearly empty
most of the time. He wanted
a flood control dam kept full!!
A West Virginia state judge
saw the ruse and issued an
order killing the project. The
fat cat is appealing.

AWA is also
supporting the establishment
of Dr. George Constantz' Pine
Cabin Run Ecological Lab.
George is the leading voice
for restoration of river
ecosystem health in Eastern
West Virginia.

Upper
Youahioahenv. FERC blew
this one! Pennelec's hydro
dam at Deep Creek Lake
(source of summer Upper
Yough flows) was up for
relicensing, but FERC issued
a decision saying a license is
not required at all, since Deep
Creek and the Upper Yough
are not "navigable" under
federal law! FERC said the
river was too dangerous for
whitewater sport. A
remarkably stupid result. This

could be bad news, since if
the facility was subject to
being licensed, Pennelec had
a reason to make paddlers
happy by providing good
whitewater flows with lots of
advancenotice. Butit could
also be good news: FERC
has always gone out of its
way to shaft whitewater
paddling interests. The
situation is unclear.

AWA continues to
work with the State of
Maryland on potential controls
on flows, rafting regulations
issues, and fish habitat
studies (which could affect
flows in the future).

Savaae. AWA
continues to work with the
Army Corps of Engineers, the
State of Maryland and the
Upper Potomac River
Commission on getting more
whitewater releases on the
Savage. The Savage will be
the site of the U.S. Olympic
Team Trials next June.

James. AWA is

_RAFT
GUIDES

summer 1992 on the

Zoar Outdoor is looking for
class 4 raft guides for the

upper Deerfield River in
Western Mass. Send resume
to: Karen Blom, PO Box 245,
Charlemont MA 01339

[ assisting the Coastal

Canoeists' Charles Ware in
an effort to obtain Wild and
Scenic or other protected
status on the James River in
Richmond.

Alleahenv. Clarion

Mill Creek. AWA is assisting

the effort to obtain Wild and
Scenic designationsfor long
sections of these easy, scenic
sections of three streamsin
Northwestern Pennsylvania.

Group formed to
protect Potomic

Paddlersin the
Washington, D.C. area have
become increasingly upset
with tree-cutting and develop-
ment along 11 miles of the -
Virginia shoreline of the
Potomac River from Great
Falls to Chain Bridge. This
unique stretch (the Potomac
Gorge) currently offers an
astoundingly beautiful
wilderness (almost) ex-

....... ST

perience wholly within one of
the nation's largest urban
areas, in addition to rapids
from Class | to Class VI.

In order to tackle the
developmentissue head-on,
the AWA and Canoe Cruisers
Asso. announce the formation
of a new organization-- the
Potomac Gorge Preservation
Council (PGPC for short).
AWA and CCA dollars and
expertise will be tapped to get
PGPC off the ground.

In the last year,
severallandowners along the
Virginia shore between Little
Falls dam and Little Falls
have cut down trees to
improve their view and tossed
the trees in the river.
Unfortunately, the view works
both ways.

The most offensive
tree cutting apparently is the
work of none other than
Virginia Sen. Charles Robb.

ter.

WANTED
TO PURCHASE

Existing canoe livery
and/or rafting outfit-
Contact Daniel
Sherr, 249 Munsee
Way, Westfield, N.J.

908-232-3129

Not because you want to be different...

Because you wantto be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all five Dagger models.

Canoe Cowmpany, INc.

PO Box 1500, Harriman TN 37748

(615) 882-0404




B RIEFS

Portaging:

by CARROL WILSON

"You portage, You wussyl" pro-
daimedthet-shirt onanendangeredspeci-
men at one of eastern America's paddling
meccas a few years ago.

That tauntwas ringing in my ears
a few days later as | gingerly lowered my
boat off the dry side of a vertical ledge on
Tennessee's Tellico River. But so did the -
words of one of our most respected local |
paddlers," Once | aspired to be the best
kayaker in this part of the country. Later, |
decided that what | really wanted was to
become the oldest kayaker around here."

To portage of not to portage... if
you're a paddler, sooner or later, thatis the |
question. Not those arduous carries in
northern lake country that keep chiroprac-
tors in the well to do, or those sixty foot
waterfalls that even northeastern
tongue-lollies forego. | mean dass three,
four and five rapids that are a piece of cake
to some paddlers and extremely inappro-
priate for others.

Many view portaging as an un-
conditional surrender.

"If you portage two or more major
rapids, you shouldn't say you 'paddled it’,”
I onceheard somebodydeclare. Thissame
recklessopiner had cried foul after reading
the account of a kayak descent on North
Carolina'sferociousHorsepasture River, a
descentthathadindudedseveralportages.
Well, I have since seenthe rapidsbetween
the major waterfalls on the pell-mell
Horsepasture, and 'l concede that its first
descent was, in fact, quite an accomplish-
ment.

My own first portage occurred in
1980attremble-making Bull's Sluice onthe
Chatooga. | was one of only two in a party
of eight who chose, with considerable cha-
grin, the snake infested walk around the
Sluice on the Georgia side. As our trip
leader, the legendary Bunny Johns, came
over to help me with the carry, she said, "I
think you're wise to portage at this water
level."

It was just the salve my smarting
ego needed.

Such carefuldecisions begin with
scouting, which means they often beginin
the mind of someone else; an experienced
trip leader. The trip leader must shoulder

~i

Ty

- & -

the kind d good sensethat needs
to be developed and encouraged

The willingnesstoportage often enablesa paddler to see a stretchofriver they wouldn't
ordinarily experience. Hereaboatercarriesadifficultdrop onNew York's Bottom Moose.

scouting of any rapid that even one of the 7|

party may want to walk around. This
means scouting from the

bank above and below a rapid; eddy or
island scouting only as a last resort. It
should be a given that you scout from the

the responsibility to initiate and direct the

side of the river on which a portage is

12

| kinds of statements:

possible.A portionof theresponsibilityalso

| restsonthetrip leader to deflectand nullify
| group pressure in its many forms.

A leader should employ these
"There's no damn
shame in walking this one", or "Even expe-
riencedpaddlers have problemshere some-



“

times."

The leader ought to make a spe-
cial effortto defend an apprentice from the
scoffs of others in the group and attempts
to minimize the risk that a rapid may pose.
If arapidreallyis a piece of cake, say so; if
it's harder than it looks, make that known
too. If you believe the rapid in question is
comparable to something else your tyro
may have run, show him how the two are
related. Remember to offer assistance if
needed. We can all name a few places
where a solo portage can be more danger-
ous than the route on the river.

Of course, American "suemania”
aside, the decisiontorun or walk arounda
rapidis ultimately each individualboater's.
Mostgroup pressureis subtle, and only the
individual can resist it. Only you can disci-
pline yourself to do your own eyeballing,
withoutlooking aboutto see whois prepar-
ing to run the rapid and who isn't.

Only an individual can evaluate
his or her own ability, by asking, silently,
'Have | ever paddled another rapid almost
asdifficultas this?"If the answerisyes, and
the conditionsare right, youmay wantto go
for it. On the other hand, if it looks much
more difficult, carry. The final decision is,

and ought to be, agonizingly private.

Never portage a rapid without
looking at it first. You'll want to study the
featuresthattroubleyou. Asyoudo, you're
improving your water reading ability and
laying the basis for its successful negotia-
tionin the future.

Don't always be reassured by
group support. Numbers meanyou willbe
evacuated if you're injured, but numbers
can't preventevery conceivableinjury. You
paddle your own boat.

There is arapid known as Lower
Factory Falls on Alabama's Bear Creek
that, at a typical level of flow, is a sieve of
torrential undercuts. No amount of group
supportat the bottom of that cataract, which
is, to my mind, unrunable, could signifi-
cantly reduce the danger that it poses.

Most of us fear embarrassment
more than injury. Don't let your decision
making be too influenced by the dread of
ridicule.

If a rapidlooks as if it can be run
(or swum) safely, andyour leader tripleader
assures you that it is not particularly dan-
gerous, go right ahead when your turn
comes, even if you fear that you might be
baptized. This is how you will learn to
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Kayaking Excitement

WHITEWATER KAYAKS

accessory line

Chula Vista,

SEDA s the one with experience!
Writeor call for freecatalog
SEDA PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 997

Tel: 619/425-3223

CA, 92012

1%
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overcome performance anxiety and im-
prove your paddling skill.

Much has been written in recent
years about positive imaging in athletics.
In whitewater, this means visualizingyour-
self making the precise maneuvers that it
willtake to runarapid smoothly and safely.
Watchinga veteran paddler execute those
manuevers will help. Try visualizing; it
should be a part of your decision making
process. If you can't visualize yourself
making the necessary moves, you prob-
ably should not attempt the rapid. Of
course,sometimesyoumay be lucky; there
might be a safe sneak route as an alterna-
tive to a strenuous carry.

Remember, a portage is not an
unconditional surrender or even a defeat.
Adjust your attitudes before you hit the
river.

When I'm invited to paddle some
steep creek that | have never seen before,
| expect to do some portaging. Sometimes
I don't, but | always anticipate it.

And if | portage, | don't usually
qualify my experience by saying,”l didn't
really 'paddle’ that creek. | walked two of
the rapids."

Still alive, | tell the breathless tale.

AnincredibbRiver.. . The Narr ows of the Green
300 ¢fs of water pumping through a tight, undercut,
tree-filled gorge with a gradient that exceeds 500
feet per mile in sections.

Anincredible Summer.. .Summer of 1991
Forrest Callaway, Bo Eakens, Doug Wellman, and
other expert kayakers tackling the Dirty Dozen
rapids. David Simpson providing an awesome dis-
play of open boat steep creekin’. And Corran Ad-
dison running the Narrows without a paddiel

AnincredibleVideo. .. Green Summer

20 minutes of extremecreek boafng action on the
Narrows of the Green. All action, no talk.. .with
great music to add to the excitement!

For a VHS copy, send $21.95 plus $3.00 shipping
and handfing to;
Wayne Gentry
Rt. 2.252 Deer O eek Trall
Hoschton, GA 30548

(404) 654-2725



Gauley Fest
Coordinator ;
sought for 5

W o o e
1992 event - 7

The search for the 1992 Gauley
Festival Coordinator is on.

Volunteers willing to assume re-
sponsibility for this vital taskshouldcontact
executivedirector PhyllisHorowitzat (914)
688-55609.

The task is a massive one but the
Coordinatoris not without help. The Coor-
dinator will oversee a sizable staff that has
been developed over the past five years |
and will be assisted by former Coordina- Thebandsetsup forthe 7997 GauleyRiverFestival. TheA WA is seekinga Coordinator
tors. | to oversee preparation for this year's event.

The Gauley Festival has grown — — = 5 ==
|nt.o thg largest nonracingwhitewater gath- 7 Inadditiontoprovidinganevening | Although the demands are great,
ering in the world. Last year more than ' stfn for thousandsofpaddiers, the Gauley ‘ the rewardsfor AWA are significant. AWA
2,000 paddlers attendedthe Saturdaynight | peiva) raised more than $15,000 in @ | members are encouraged to volunteer.
affair during the height of the Gauley River single evening for AWA conservation ac- Barry Toscano servedas Coordi-
release season. livities. | nator for the record-settina 1991 festival.
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B RIEFS

Ohiopyleplansuser feesfor private boaters

The PennsylvaniaBureauof State
Parks is proposing a user fee of between
$3-4 for use of its put-in for the popular
Lower Youghiogheny River at Ohiopyle
State Parkby private boaters .

Currently, private boaters who
negotiate the entire run are required to

purchasea $1 shuttlebus token, however, T

boaters who choose the run the shorter
"Loop" section have not been charged.
Ostensibly, for these new fees
the Bureau will provide a reservation sys-
tem to assure a quality trip, comfort facili-
ties at launch sites, trip orientation and

Recycle your beat-up plastic boat

Perception has announcedit Re- -

cycle Program as an alternative to just
discarding worn-out boats.

Since 1985, Perceptionhas used
the plasticfromrecycledboatsin the manu-
facturing of seats, thigh-braces and other
industrial products and is now extending
the opportunity of participatingin their on-
going recycling effortsto the paddling pub-
lic.

All that is required from the con-
sumer or retailer is to ship the cut up boat
viaUPS -- Perceptionwill pay the shipping

~ charges. Perception will also accept any

brand of kayak into its Recycle Product as
long as it is constructed of linear plastic.

The program was developed as
part of Perception's committment to meet-
ing current environmental issues.

For any questions, call Paula
Sumpter, Shipping/Receiving Manager, at
(803) 859-7518.

safety programs for users, on-river emer-
gency services, ashuttle service and other
park provided services.

It is unclear how Pennsylvania
paddlers will react to the new charges--
particularly since most of the listed ser-
vices have already been provided by the
state.

However, the Bureauexpectsthe
new fees to generate upward to $200,000
ayear.

Per ception picks
Shimoda Callaway

Risa Shimoda Callaway, presi-
dent of the AWA Board of Directors, was
recently named as the National Marketing
Directorfor Perception, Inc. Her duties will
include strategic planning for the market-
ing of Perceptionand Aquaterra products,
supervisionof the regionalrepresentatives
and overseeing the Sales and Marketing

|_Department.
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SAFETY

Year-end accident summary

Whitewater fatalities down in 1991

From an accident perspective,
1991wasarelativelyquiet year. | received
reports d five fatalities among experi-
enced whitewater paddlers, alittle more
than hdf the number experienced during
the past few years. | attribute no great
meaning to this; fatalitiesoften comein
clustersand if acoupled near-misseshad
gone the other way the toll could have
beensignificantlyhigher. Perhapsthelow
water levelsexperiencedin many partsd
thecountry played a part. Informationon
many d theeventsdescribedisstill com-
ingin, and | welcomeanyonewith infor-
mationon thisand other incidentsto con-
tact me.

By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE
AWA Safety Chairman

Thefirst fatality d the year oc--

curred on May 15, on Section IV d the
ChattoogaRiver alongtheGeorgia/South
Carolinaborder. Thevictim, ChrisBooker,
wasastrong paddler comfortableingrade
IV+whitewater. Withtheriver runningat
2.3 (amedium-high level) augmented by
substantial side-streaminflow his group
made good progress, scouting and run-
ningeach drop in turn. Entering thefive
fadls, the stegpest and most demanding
partd therun, they ran thefirst two class
V rapids without incident. They were
scouting Crack in the Rock when one
member’s paddlefellinto theriver. Booker,
who hadn't really scouted thedrop, took
of after it through Center Crack.

At levelsover 1.6 Center Crack
hasavicioushole; loca sfamiliar with the
river either run Right Crack or portagethe
drop entirely. Booker wasstopped, pum-
meed, and had to exit hisboat. Gaininga
foothold on oned thelarge rockswhich
form the cracks, he attempted tograbhi s
boat asit wascarried past him. The boat
pulled him back into the hole, where he
was held under for a long time before
beingviolentlyflushedout somefiftyyards
downstream.

Hiscompanionsrusheddownthe
river,yellingat himtoswimtoshore. They
bdieve hewas conscious, but he did not
respond. Ashewashed intoJawbone Rapid
thegroup got back to their boatsand gave
chase, portaging the drops. Upon reach-
ingthelake, they beganathoroughsearch
d therapidsupstream.Finally,withdark-

ness falling, they began to paddle across
LakeTogaloo to thetake-out. They found
him floating, face down, where the lake
beginsto widen.

A series d miscalculations on
ChrisBooker's part created this tragedy.
He clearly did not know about Center
Crack’s evil reputationor hewould never
have attempted it without backup. Cer-
tainly nopaddleisworththatkind d risk;
agood breakdown sparetakesalot o the
pressuredf thegroup in thesesituations.
Oncefreed thehole, heagain put himsdlf
in gravedanger tryingto rescue hisboat.
Had he waited until hisgroup could set
some ropes downstream he could have
been extricated without
much danger. Locasreport
numerous rocks in the
runout d center crack; this
and the coroner's reports o head injury
could account for his dazed state upon
surfacing.

OnJunel8TomMcAssey, along-
time Alaskan outdoorsmanand astrong,
experiencedkayaker, died onahighwater
rund theLittleSusitnaRiver. This150ft/
mile, boulder strewnClassV runwasat 64

on the gauge, leaving slight margin for |

error and making rescue very difficult.
McAsxy, who had made the run 70 or
moretimesin the past four years, flipped
in "Death Ferry" rapid. Initially he held
onto hisgear, but was pummelled by the

huge rocksand current and soon became |

unresponsive. His companion, after sev-
eral attemptsat rescue, raced ahead tothe
takeout bridge for help. His body was
found 200 yardsupstream.

McAsxy apparently had some
health problemsincludingarthritisand a
recent back injury and may have been
taking painkillers. This, combined witha
pre-runbeer, could haveaffected hisabil -
ity to handletheriver that day. Theunre-

lenting difficulty d the run made rescue -

extremdly difficult, and such conditions
areawarningtoanyonenotintopformto
stay away. Doctors hypothesized that
laringospasm, a tightening d the throat
musclescaused by theingestiond small
amountsd water, lead to hisdeath.
Althoughtherunoff intheWest-
ern streams was disappointing over the
past season, therewasabrief spated high
water in Colorado. On Junel2 Joe Goff,
local expert very familiar with the run,
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wasrunning with agroup d comparable
paddlerson the" Numbers" section. With
theriver running at between3 1/2 and 4
feet (2200 cfs a medium-high levd), the
rapids become quite long and difficult.
Goff apparently tried to punch a hole at
the top left; he wascaught and violently
surfed beforebeingspit out. Hewasin the
set-up position, but never rolled.

Withmostd thegroupoccupied
playingtherapidsupstream, DougRegan
spotted him and chased him down,
snowplowing himand hisboat toshorein
thebrief breathingspacebetweenrapid #4
and #5. CPR began at once, but thevictim
had been under toolong. Intheabsenced
head injuries one cannot rule out some
typed laringospasmwhich madebreath-
ingimpossible.

On July 20 Mark Pyle, a BLM
Employee, wasmakinghisfirst rundown
Brown's Canyon. The water waslow; near-
ing the end d the runoff cyde Of by
himsdlf, heelected towarm upwith afew
rolls. In doingso, heinadvertently drifted
into an undercut rock at themouth o the
canyon and was pinned fast. His group
found him quickly, and brokethreeropes
trying to pull him free. Hewaslater res-
cued by acommercid outfitter, who used
better quality ropes, az-drag, and adiffer-
ent angleto do thejob.

On September 21 Ned Helmd ey,
a competent and aggressive 45 year old
boater, wastrying to beat the Gauley Fes-
tival crowds by taking a low-water trip
down the nearby New River Gorgewith
hiswifeand afewfriends. By puttinginat
Cunard, hesoon arrived at thepool above
Lower Railroad Rapid.

At the-1level foot thisdrop has
anumber d nasty undercutrocksexposed;
oned them figured in a drowningsome
yearsago. Y dlingover hisshoulder tothe
group to watch out for a downstream
pinning rock, he peded out and headed
down the left side. He became vertically
pinned at thebottom d thedrop; initially
he had an air pocket and could hold his
hands up, but then the boat shifted and
pulled him under.

Oncehispaddlefloated freg, the
group knew it was over. He was some
distance from shore and almost impos-
shle to reach. Ten minutes later guides
from Class V1 Expeditions arrived on the
scene oned their raftsferried out across
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aholeand clipped alineinto thestem d
Hemdey's kayak. Thirty minutes after
their arrival they wereabl eto pul | theboat
freg, but by thenit wastoo late.

Helrndey's most significant er-
ror was in not scouting the drop even
though there were life-threatening dan-
gers downstream. He thought he knew
wherehewasgoing, but clearly hedid not.
In addition, hewas abig man: 6' tall and
195 pounds. He was paddlinga low-vol-
umekayak whichwasextremely small for
hissize. | can't say whether abigger boat
might have avoided pinning, or if aless
snug fitting kayak might have permitted
hi mto escape. But both o things might
have improved his chances, and deserve
considerationby others.

1991 also featured a number o
near-misseswhich may giveall d ususe-
ful insights. On January 12 a group d
Tulsa, Oklahoma boaters arrived at the
Upper Mulberry River in Arkansas. Tem-
peraturesat the Wdf Pen put-inwerein
themid-thirties. David Reid waswearing
adry suitand rubber gloves, and paddied
akayak equippedwith avery tight'* man-
hole-styl€'" spray skirtwith heavy stripsd
rubber at the coaming and a pieced flat

MOHAWK XL SERIES

More paddling, less swimming. MOHAWK'S Whitewater
Playboats are very stable and very dry. Our Playboats are easy
to paddle and quick to accelerate. The round bilges which

nylonwebbing for agrabloop.

Flippingin ahole, hewasunable
to properly orient his paddle because d
the gloves. An uncomfortable situation
turned deadly when hislack o dexterity
resulted in an inability to locate and use
thegrabloop. Strugglingto popfreed the
kayak, he passed out.

Fortunately his buddies rallied
to hisaid. They got into their boats, ran
hi mdown, pushed hi mand his boat to
shore. They then dragged hi mout d the
boat, and struggled with a muddy bank
and fast currentto get him ontodry land.
Therehisfriends, hearinghim struggleto
breathe, cleared his clogged airway. At
this point Reid started to breatheon his
own. Hewasevacuated by open canoeto
theroad andfromtheretoahospital where
he was treated aggressively for two ful
days.

This is quite normal in near-
drowningevents. Doctorsbelievethat the
extremely cold water caused his trachea
andl ar ynx togointoseveremuscle Spasms,
making breathing impossible. He was
saved by the competenceand persistence
d hisfriends, who did what needed to be
done.

A New Generation of Whitewater Playhoats!

NORS " Currents" reported the
rescue d Jim Smith, who became verti-
cally pinned in anarrow dotin Tennessee’s
Piney River near Knoxville. He wascom-
pletely buried, and thewater pressed him
into his kayak and made breathing diffi-
cult. Histhree companionsset atagline
across the drop, pulling it snugly under
hischest. Using thisfor support, he was
ableto bringaknee up through thelarge
cockpit o hisInfinity kayak. After more
struggles he eventually got both feet out
and crouching on therim.

Thisisnot asessy asit sounds; as
heshiftedpositionghe air pockethis body
created would disappear. Fighting panic,
he would createanother pocket by hold-
ing hishandsover hisface Thisnaturally
madeit harder to work free. A ropewas
thrownto him, thetaglinewasloosened,
and he swung to shore. The group re-
trieved theboat by tyingaflat rock to the
middled alineacrosstheriver and sink-
ingit under the boat. By having theends
switch sides, a loop was created. They
werethus ableto lift the bow free. Smith
had to let go d his paddle early in the
accident, but wasableto paddleout on a
takedown sparethat someonehad thefore-

XL12

blend into flared sides, forward and aft, result in a canoe that

turnson adime, is stable-surfing and easy to roll. The
MOHAWK family of XL Playboats is the right choice for a
veteran expert daring to challenge Grade V Whitewater, or a
novice learning to paddle Grade Il Whitewater! We invite your

comparison with any other such canoe. Paddle a MOHAWK XL,

look it over, then make your purchase decision. If you can't try
an XL, talk to someone who owns one or has paddled it.

Durable Royalex hulls, Plastic decks, PVC gunnels with
aluminum reinforcement, Aluminum thwarts. Also available —
all wood trim including beautiful woodinlaid decks, white ash

gunwales with drain slots.

4 Mokawk Caroes

/= 963 N. Hwy. 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750,1407) 834-3233

XL13

X4 XL15

A shorter playboat - really quick turns.. .stable.. . dry

X’.12 funin low water rapids.. . use in Grade 14 Ill, and IV
Whitewater.
Our most popular playboat. .. the more you paddle
XL13 it the better you like it.. . paddlers thru 250 pounds
are paddling whitewater thru Grade V.. . really
stable.. .very, very dry.. .easy handling.
A short combination tandem and solo playboat.. .
XLM funin rapids, and easy to paddle between rapids.. .
more room.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.
Thetandem playboat.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.
Xl.15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable.. . A whitewater
tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .
Specs. Length Beam Depth Beam4"WL Weight Price'
XL12 12'3" 32" 15" 29" 54# $675
XL13 133" 32%" 15%" 29V." 56# $675
XL14 14'3" 32%" 15%" 30 60# $700
. XL15 154" 35" 15%" 32" 65# $725

'Add freight to price/subject to change

XL12, XLT3, WIS also availableat: Westemn Ganoeing

Box 115, Abbotsford, B.C., Canada Y25 4NS
Phone [604) 853-9320
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sight to bring. A textbook handlingd a
very dangeroussituation!

July 14 saw noted author and
paddler Sim Ray receive adisablingin-
jury onn North Carolinas Middle Green
Gorge.

Th's run, one d a handful o
upper-levelclassV + runsopenedupinthe
past few years, has been seeingincreased
use recently. Slim was part d a strong
group from the Nantahal aOutdoor Cen-
ter, many d whomweremakingtheirfi st
rundownthe Green under theguidanced
people familiar with the river. Taking
plenty d time to scout and cary, they
reached Sunshine Fallswithout incident.

Sim elected to run thisdifficult
double drop; he missed the left-to-right
boof move, slammed into rocks at the
bottomd thefirst15'ledge, pitoned for a
second, thenfell over. Hewasthensucked
back into the fallswhere hislower back
was caught between hisboat, whichwas
beingpusheddownby thefdl forced the
river, and a shallow rock beneath him.
Thisiswhere he received hisinjury. He
bailed out, and waspicked up by hiscom-
panionswith throw ropes. When he re-
ported aninability to movehislegshewas
immobilized in the water by his group.
Hepwassummoned; ahelicopter landed
in thegorge, and Slim was packaged and
carefully evacuated by EMT's.

At thistimehenolonger hasthe
use d hislegs, and is undergoing pro-
longed rehabilitation. A clear and fright-
ening indication d the possible conse-
quences d minor mistakes in extreme
whitewater.

Sim Ray was involved in an-
other rescuein June d thisyear in which
a boatman in a rescue clinic who had
severd carabinersclipped to hislifevest.
He became " clipped in" to the running
lineontheoutsided hisraft after acapsiz-
ing. The victim was then dragged some
distance underneath the raft down
Westwater Canyon until Slimwasableto
swim up to the raft and cut hi mfree.

We h ave had several people be-
comeclipped-into lineswhileparticipat-
ing in rescue clinics. | now fed that the
habit d wearing 'biners in thisway is
DANGEROUS and should be stopped.
Both Nantahala Outdoor Center and
Wildwater Designs sall small pouches
which can hold thishardware, pullies, and
afoldingsaw. Thepouchisthenclippedto
the end loop and stuffed inside a rescue
bag, whereit isready for immediateuse.
Thisgear can also be stuffed insideallife
jacket pocket.

All d theseincidents point out

theneed for added cautionon theriverin
the form o scouting and setting shore
based or boat-based back-up. We are see-
ingincreased evidencethat laringospasm
can cause " dry drownings” in turbulent
waeter without having thevictim held be-
neath thesurface. The'"'flush-drownings'

episodesmakeclear the difficultiesfaced

rescuing unconscious swimmers from a
kayak in difficult whitewater. But as the
near-misses show, prompt action by
trainedand determinedcompanionsCAN
makeadifference. Formal rescueand first
ad training, combined with determina-
tionand confidenceonthewater isthekey
to success.

AWA safety survey reveals
flood condition dangers

By DAVID WALLACE

Areyou: 1) 25-34 yearsold; 2)
ma e(mostly);3) beenboatingafew years,
and4) think you're pretty hot?Thenlisten
up, you fit our profilefor paddierswho
got into trouble during flood conditions.
One d our survey victims said his bad
judgement/over confidencewaspartially
due to "Billy Bad-Ass Syndrome™. | dso
describe it as the high “Balls to Brains
Ratio”.

In analyzing the data from
AWA'’s Close Calls and Serious|Injuries
Survey, we received somefascinating ac-

=

countsd river mishaps, and sometrends
becameapparent.Oned thesetrendswere
whitewaterincidentswhichoccurreddur-
ing flood conditions. Astherainy season
(andfloodseason)isuponus, itistimey to
passonsomed theseobservations.

From the AWA CloseCdlsSur-
vey, we received reports on 23 persons
involved in whitewater incidents which
occurred duringflood conditions. Al but
oneweremale, and thevast mgjority (20)
werepaddlingregular kayaks (2canoes, 1
raft). Although the magjority (74%)S vic-
timswere not injured (1death reported,
however), theseincidentswereserious. 18

IsYour River Trashed?
Then D o Something; About It During;..

National River

Cleanup Week
May 2 - 10, 1992

Join the crowd in a nationwide cleanup of more than
3,000 miles of the nation's waterways. We're letting
the nation know that riversare not trash dumps.
Get involved. Organize or participatein aclean-up
on an urban or wilderness river in your area.

For information on how you can get started, call

PHYLLIS HOROWITZ AT (914) 688-5569

Sponsored by
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peopleended up walkingout d theriver
after their accident (as opposed to com-
pleting their runs).

When asked about the type o
accident, over hdf (56%)o the respon-
dents chose"Long Svim'™ (Table1}; and
amosthdf (44%)d theincidentsoccurred
in ClassV whitewater (Table2). Thisisin
contrast to the experience/skill level o
the victims: most (61%)had only "Me-
dium" experience, and only 17%reported
a"H gh" level (and | dont mean mind-
altering substanced!) Incidents generaly
occurred in the East and Pacific North-
west, with the difficulty  most o the
riversbeingclassIiIor IV under ' normal"
flows. These incidents took place from
1986-1990, with9 occurringin1989and 10
in 1990.

FIVE-IN-A-HOLE

In the AWA Survey, personsin-
volvedinflood eventswereyounger over-
al in comparison to all survey victims,
Almogt hdf o flood victims were 20-29
yearsold (seefigure).ltisnot uncommon
thesedaysfor boaterswithonly2or 3 years
experience to be paddling class IV and
evenVrivers. Althoughtheir skillsmay be
good—hand rolls, skilled at playing—there
issomethingtobesaidfor " oldfashioned"

Table 1 \Witewater |naidents Wich
Qccurred During Flood Conditions
by Leadi ng Accident Typa [N=Z3)

dccident Type Percent__._
Long Eaim sah
| Recirculation 18
Gida Pina 13
Lage /Owbrin ]

river experienceover time. Onefloodinci-
dent ontheWataugaRiver in NorthCaro-
linaisagood story to useasanexample. |
cal it Fve-lln-A-Hole.

After aperiod o heavy rain the |

WataugaGorgesectionwasrunningvery

high. The party d fivekayakers, dl expe- |

rienced on the Gorge at "'norma" flows
met at the put-in bridge to find theriver
substantially abovethebridgeand rising.
Theylater foundout theriver wasrunning
9500 CFS For those unfamiliar, the

Watauga Gorgeisa creek type run, with |
low tomoderatel evel sgeneral ly300to 700 |

CFs.

Thegroupknew aGorgerunwas
out d the question, but wanted to run
something—"wehad driven all that way."

One person suggested the section above |

the Gorge (classII-II at normal flow) and

! said it would be "just a big flush." The
- groupwent upstreamtofind theriver big,
. brown, and runningbank tobank through
| the trees. They hadn't scouted much on

thedrive, but agreedtobecareful. They d |

| put on several boat |lengthsapart.

They soon realized how power-

| ful theriver wasthat day, and oned the

kayakersadmittedit was"like alocomo-
tiveout d control" —andonehenolonger
cared to beriding. Therewere no eddies,

| however, and the group soon cameto a
| horizonline acrosstheriver, bank tobank.

They watched as the first boater hit the
monster holeand disappeared.Inthefew
secondsto react, eech onetried to punch
theholeat adifferent place, butas onel ater
told me "we dl just had to endure our
own persona Whitewater Hell." Dancer
XT"Mystery Moves', violent cartwheels,
and deeprecirculationwere provided for
their "enjoyment”. Al five were out of
their boats and swimming a the same
time, and wereon their own tosavethem-
saves. One found that upon surfacing
from the hole his life jacket was com-
pletely unzipped, and only held onby the
waist tie.

Getting to shorerequired swim-
ming through treesand strainers, and the

Soeciakzing in
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groupwasverylucky that noonedrowned. |

Threed thekayakswrappedaroundtrees,
oned which the group initially thought
contained a person trapped in his boat.
Injuries included a didocated shoulder,
hyperextended knees, and numerous
bruises.

MORAL (- THE STORY

So gentle readers, what are the
lessons here? Riversin flood are not so
forgiving,and oftenplacemultiplepeople
at risk when things go bad. Severa sur-
veys reported multiple paddlersswi m
ming at the same time, often havingto
rescue themselves. A similar pattern o
eventswereinvolvedin many d theflood
reports:

1. Participantswere not familiar
with theriver inflood stage, and in some
cases, were not familiar with theriver at
al. Mord: Oned theWataugaFive-In-A-
Holegangtold methat hewould never get
on another river at very high flow unless
he was personally familiar with it, or he
knew he could scout everything. Thisis
good adviceto takehome-Riversat very
high flows can be exciting and fun, pro-
vided you avoid those Five-In-A-Holes

2 Participantswere not familiar

'!-'

Table 2 whitewater |ncidents mi ch
Cccurred During Plood Conditions by
Claas of Difficulty

FRitawnisr ClsEs Fuakar (%)
Clase i1 2o |
Clasa III s L[4}
| Class IV G LT
tll-ll ¥ - 10 [&4]
Claas Vi ¥ [13])

with everyone's paddling ability, and if

they could handletheriver. Somed the
survey respondents admitted not know-
ing everyone's skill level, and that these
paddlerswere not up to the difficulty of
theriver under flood conditions. In some
cases, rescuerschasi ng swimmersgot into
trouble, and ended up swimming them-
sdves. From one report on the Wilson
River inOregon, agroupd sevenkayakers
got togetherfor thisnormally ClassIII run
that was at 10,000 CFS and rising. Three
people ended up swimming--one for an
estimatedthreemiled Thegroupgot sepa-
rated, and all walked out except for one
person. One d the participants felt that
contributingfactorswerenotbeingsured

| everyone's paddling ability beforehand,

and having to rescue numerous swim-
mers. He felt that having to conduct a
rescue under those conditions and still
avoidtheriver hazards, increasedtheriver
difficulty by possibly aful class.

Mord: Oned theWilson partici-
pantssummed it up nicely: " Thisrun (at
flood) was better suited for people who
knew each other's boatingskills and hab-
its." Good advice.Riversatvery highflows
arenot thebest timeto meet new paddling
partners. You find yoursdlf, and possibly
thewholegroup, at the"Ragged Edge’* d
your ability tokeepthingstogether. Those
conditionsare not thetimefor surpriseson
abilities, or how people will react under
pressure.

3. Billy Bad-AssSyndrome. Now
maybe you don't consider yoursdlf this
way, but after analyzing the surveyswe
got theimpressionthat many d theflood
victimswereeither overconfidentin their
abilities, or severdly migudged the diffi-
culty o theriver at flood stage. Table 3
showsthat almost all (91.3%Yespondents
cited "Very High How", and over hdf
chose "Bad Hydraulic” as contributing
factorstotheir floodincident.Hey folks, if

Paddle with the best.

In fhis modaim day o of Rgh
technology. synithalic poddies
harve been evolving roplidly.

Wea honve shonved on the leading
ecige. confinualy tesfing,
upgrading our products. whikd
mifacuioLsly mainialning an
affordable pice. Our poddies ara
quite light ond durablea. Bofh
gualifies ofe aftainablo when you
comslicer thedr consinuchion.

Call or wilte for o catalog.
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Dogger Company, Inc.
Route 8, Box 204
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BAL BURGER
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Table 2  Contributing Factors in whitewater
Incidents which Cccurred buring Floea Condition

As Reported by awa survey Respondents

you're goingto the"BigWater Bdl," you
better know how to dance! When asked
about factorsthat initiated the flood inci-
dent, most said ""Bad Judgement (74%),
and "Lack o Experience”" (22%).One d
the Wataugaboaterstold me that he had
never redly been " trashed before Five-
In-A-Hole, and that their wholegroupfelt
that way. They had good skills, but not
necessarily theexperienceneeded that day,
or thewarningsignalsto avoid thesitua-
tion. Our oneflood-relatedkayak deathis
dueto many o thosefactors, as unfortu-
nately thevictim choseto run alow-head
dam.

Moral: Confidenceisabigpart o
our sport, but bewary d overconfidence.
Askyoursdlf if thewholegroup hasrealis-
ticaly evaluated therisk (and danger)in-
volved, and is everyone up to the chal-
lenge. Thisistruefor dl rivers, but espe-
cialyforvery highflows. Don't placeyour
partnersat added risk tryingtosaveyouif
you have no placebeing there.

4."Weve Driven Al ThisWay".
Atsomepoint, especialyif you're boating
rain-fed rivers, you'll get to ariver and it
will betoohigh. Youve probablydrivena
good distance and maybeyou have been
planningthisrunfor awhile.

Mord: Group pressure and de-
sire can often cloud good judgement in
this case. Try to have a backup river in

mind if you see that logsarefloating by |
andit's pouringdownrainonyou. If that |

challenging mountain river you've been

waiting to do istoo high, thenlook for a |

nicelargeriver withlessgradientfor some
safeGrand Canyon stylefun.

Boating on very high flows can
“Redline” the Funmeter, or can be your
own " Whitewater Hell"*—the choiceisup
to you. Try your hand on some d the
known bog-water runsin your area that
areconsidered "' fun" and "saf€", so you
can get thefed for big pushy water. Then
the next time the Ocoee is jamming at
15,000 CFs (asl caught itin1990) you can

mr : _- = |
" ¥8ad Hydeaukic - b -._-r'-—l'
ftl-'_l'l T ST ISuINY i, |
[ TR mpefal Badcus A
ikl (wbacls 3,4
lisy Wmadl Dam l_'-
| Fol i i {my 1.3
oLl Wk mor LY¥.8

say—Kowabungal SurfsUpl

[ Located directlv across from the private boater take-out on the
Lehigh River LI Pennsylvania's newest Patagonia dealer

[] Perception/Mad River Canoe/Wave Sport/C K.S./
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Looking to sample
some of the spiciest
whitewater in the
southern hemisphere?
Take a bite out of this...

CHILE PREPPER

" By LARS HOLBEK

INTRODUCTION

Since my first kayaking experience
in Chilein 1983, followed by a major explor-
atoy safari in 1985, | havewanted towritea
guide to Chilean rivers. While kayaking in
Chilenearlyeve Y year since, theexcitement of
writing a guideebbed astherealizationthat a
full-scalework would requireas much timeas
did AGuide To The Best Whitewater In The
State Of California, which | co-authored with
Chuck Sanley.

My hope is that the international
kayaker will, with this bare-bones summary,
be able to find his or her way to the riversof
Chile. For those familiar with my California
guide, the ratings hereinwill lean toward the
conservative. | hopethat thisinfirmation will
provide access to the world of Chilean
whitewater, and also keep boaters from em-
barking on rivers beyond their abilities.

For boatersinterested in easier wa-
ter, Chilehasmuch to offer. However, because
myown interestisindifficult water, thisguide
outlines primarily class IV-VI runs. Down-
stream from theruns described rivergradients
taper off quickly. Although Ihavelittleexperi-
encein theselower reaches of Chilean
rivers, | have talked with local boaters who
support my assumption that the rivers run
classIII-I to the Pacific Ocean.

High water snowmelt generally oc-
curs in December and Januay, with smaller
drainageriversto the south peaking even ear-
lier. As with the rest of the world, annual
precipitation can va'y dramatically, so check
with Chilean sources (perhapsthe consulate)
toascertainthat thereis adequate snowpackin
the year that you plan to paddiein Chile.
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MOTORLNGIN CHILE

Thereare numeroustransporta-
tionoptionsavailable.Itispossibleto hire
adriver and vehicleto shuttleyou about,
or takeacombinationd trains, taxis, and
buses to arrive at any river. |, however,
prefer renting a vehicle for the freedom
and convenience it provides. Car rentd
agencies abound in Santiago and larger
cities. Following extensive research into
the details, | now go exclusively to
RentAuto at 1439 Avenida Francisco
Bilbao. Suzuki mini-vansrented in 1988
for $600 per month, and are suitable for
fourwithminimal gear.In1990, werented
a Soviet Lada 4WD at $700 per month.
Boatersreport that pricesclimbed consid-
erably in 1991. The 4WD’s are great on
Chile'sroughroads, andtherai nguttersd
the Lada are brute strong; they won't
crumpleundera4-boatl oadliketheSuzuki
gutters. In 1990, petrol cost theequivalent
d US$1.50 per gallon.

Most o the Whitewater runs |

hereinareparalleledby roads, uponwhich

youwill accesstheput-ins. Themgjorityd - | map will work.

the runs are 10-15 kilometers (kms) in
length, makingthem short enoughtocon-
sider ashuttle method other

than a second car. Try walking, running,
biking, hitching, hiringlocas, horseback,
or that friend who didn't boat today.

Lhl ess otherwisenoted, dl roads
east o thePan Am Highway, uponwhich
we access the rivers, are either dirt or
gravel, ranging from good to deplorable.
Beforeyourentacar, checkthat therubber
sealson all doorsaretight and keep dust
out. On onetrip dust poured in through
gaps at such rate that 10 minutes was
sufficient to whiten our hair and add 20
yearstoour appearances! Cough, cough...

TALKIN’, S EEFIN, AN EATIN’

Chileansaresomed thefriendli- |

est and most hospitable people that I've | metersdominatethis

met anywhere, and have proven astrong
motive for repest vists. The better your
Spanish, caled Castellanoin Chile, the
moreyou'll get out d your trip and the
more you'll be able to interact with the
people. AsIlearnedwithindaysd myfirst
trip to Latin America in 1980, without
Spanishl amlost. Inadditionto tuning up
your kayakingprior toatrip, | alsosuggest
Spanishstudy.
Mostfarmersandranchers, upon
request, will allow you to camp on their
land. Around rivers good camping
abounds. Every town hassmall pensiones
and hotel s, shoul dyoudesireahot shower
and bed. Buy food in larger townsbefore

| ‘Santiago, extends1,300 kms south to the

| can standards. Doz-

TR ST tocampand boat, a6

selection in small country Goresis often |
meager.

~others cut through volcanic lava. River
| volumesrangefrom atyplcd 10,000-15,000
cfsontheMaipotoapiddly (yetsufficient)

1100+ cfsontheRioClaro, sited thebeau-

GEOGRAPHY AND MAPS

The scope d this guide begins |
‘with the Rio Aconcagua, 80 kmsnorth o

Rio Futaleufu, and covers 24 rivers.
The best maps| havefound are |
availableat Copec gas stationsand come |
asaseriesof 14, covering theentirecoun-
try from north to
south. These mapsare
the most up-to-date,
yet are ill far from
complete. Tiny dirt
roadsbetween moun-
tain villages aren't
marked;loca inquiry
is the key to success-
ful explorationd the
obscure. If you cant

| tiful Siete Tazas.

WRAP UP

That about coversit. Rent acar,
{-buy somemaps, shakel oosethat phonetic
Cagtellano, buy a little food and some
Chilean vino tinto and you're past the
crux. It's dl downstreamfrom here.

find theCopec maps,
most any Chile road

In the de-
scriptiond eachriver
I mention the town
nearest it and this #
town's distancefrom
Santiago. Thisisyour
referencecuefor eas-
By locating riverson
road maps.

The moun- s Te]
tains which feed the E.&
first sevenriverscov- ¥
ered, the Rio " %,
AconcaguatotheRio ;.,':',.-
Cachapod, are mas-
siveby North Ameri-

ens o (glaciated
Andean giants be-
tween 4,500-6,000

skyline. The rivers = ——
that carve and roar
outd thisruggedsec-
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Suren Holbek hikes into Rio Laja

tion o the Andes

“carry tonsd glacid silt and aregenerally i1

the largest volume and steepest rivers.
South d theRio Cachapod, fromthe Rio
Tinguiriricato the Rio Maule, we notea
steady decline in peak elevations, from
4,300 metersto 3,000 meters, aswell asa
| ess torrential character d river. Fromthe
Maule to the Futaleufu pesk elevations
continue to fal, with mountains 2,000
metershigh ararity.

Geology is varied throughout;
someriverscarvethrough granite, while

2

——

LOSRIOS

Lhl ess otherwise noted, | have
personally kayaked every river described
in BRIEF here. For each river | have esti-
mated thelength o therun, gradient (ex-
pressed as meters per kilometer except
wheregradient isnot available),and vol -
umeincfs.Shuttlesaregpproximately the
same distance as the run. Al gradients
listed, as well as most distances, were
checked on 1:50,000 military '8pe maps.



RIVERS NEAR SANTIAGO

* ACONCAGUA

TheRio Aconcaguasportsawild classvV+run
fromtheRioBlancothroughthenarrow canyond Salto
del Soldado. Wehad apushy 1,500 cfs, lotsd scouting,
and a portagearound asmall dam near km 4. Gradient
in this8 km stretchis 25 mpk.

Theabsolutecrux o thisrun, oned themost
severein Chile, is the Salto del Soldado. Class V-VI
drops tumble through a vertical gorge, which are
scoutablefrom railroad tunnel sabove, and thecanyon
endswith anearly dark passagethrough theeasy-but-
scary exit groove. Legend hasit a soldier jumped the
narrowest point of thewallson horseback. Check this
runout with care. It's crazy!

Below the narrows the canyon opens up for
romping classIV at 16 rnpk for the 15-20 kmsto Los
Andes, 80 kmsnorth o Santiago.

*MAPOCHO

TheRioMapochoistheriver thatruns through
Santiago (gag), but is cleaner and more interesting
abovethe city. From the confluencewith the Rio San
Franciscoisa5 km run to the paved bridge (road to
Farellones),which drops28rnpk and isclassIV-V at 500
cfs. Bdow thebridgeisanother classIV rund about 5
km to thebridge at El Arrayan.

*sMAIPO

TheRio Maipo, just southd Santiago, isabig
river in leaguewith the Bio or Futaleufu. The put-inis
atroad'send at El Manzanito wheretherei sahydroelec-
tricplant. Beow hereisan8km, classV run at 2,000 cfs
withadrop o 14mpk. Road scout thisoneand avoidthe
heinousclassVI lead-intothedeathgorgethatyou'll see
on theapproachdrive.

From theconfluenced the Rio Yeso beginsa
35+ km run, class IV-V, at 14 mpk, which is mostly
scoutablefrom the road. The biggest rapids are right
next to the road. A picnic area’5 kms below the Rio
Colorado providesagood take-out.

oVOLCAN

*YESO

The Rio Volcan enters the Maipo 3 kms up-
streamd theYeso confluence. FromtheBanosMorales
bridgeto the pueblo d Volcan plummetsaclass v+
riverwithportagesat 1,000cfs and agradient o 37 mpk.
It's tight and pushy with big, blind drops - experts
only!! FromVolcantothebridge4 kmsdownstreamis
aneasier class4-ish runwith agradient o 20-25 mpk.

TheRioYeso hasagreat4kmclassV runat 5
mpk. The steepest section is above and below the
bridge you cross enroute to the upper Maipo and
Volcan. Alittleupfromthisbridge, taketheroad onthe
left toward the Yeso dam. Put in whereconvenient.

COLORADO

TheRio Coloradoisthelast major tributary d
the Maipo described here. The put-in is at the check
stationalong theroad that ascendsthe Coloradocan-
yon. It had a7 km class|V run at 1,000 cfsat 23 rmpk
when | ran it in1983. Now, however, alandslide has
created ahuges evel km abovethetake-outwhich has
littleor nowarningbeforeit and evenlessd an escape

eddy.

IN1991, at least two kayakers ran the 3 meter
pourover at thetop d thesieveand swam under the
entirething!! Tracy Hartensteintellsmehewasunder
for 30-40 secondswhilespiralingthrough 30 metersd
dark underwater-world.H s boat never camethrough.
ABritsurvivedthesamenightmare, and hisboat made
it through. Tracy reportsadirt road that takesoff from
the main road ad dead-ends near the sieve. If you
insistondoingthisrun, scoutitwel.Withevery runin
this guide, you much approach it as if you know
nothing. Rivers change and guides cannot serve as
replacement for common sense and prudence. Learn
from Tracy’'s miraculous survival and don't let this
accident happen to you.

RIVERS OF THE CENTRAL VALLEY

oTINGUIRIRICA

TheRioTinguiriricasportsdsSkmsd runnable
whitewater. FromSan Fernando, 140kmsfrom Santiago,
take the road to Termas del Flaco, a commercia
warmspringsand mud bath75kmstotheS.E. About12
kmsdownstreamfromthetermasisabridgethat serves
asput-in. Theriver offers23kmsd classlV and V with
portages, and adropd 24 mpk. | hear that peoplehave
run from the Termas to thisbridge, however, on our
scout we saw numerousprmiages. The 23 km stretch
endsat thelast road access point. From thistake-out,
wherein 1985 lived aSenorawho madeuslunch, the
river easestoclassII and IV at 13 rnpk for thefinal 22
kms to Puente Negro.

In1986, afl ood devastatedthisriver and made
easer thislower 22 kms. | don't know what has hap-
pened to the upper 23 kms. From Puente Negro the
river easesto swift classIl and I for 15kms to thePan
Am Highway.



#TENO

Next wecometotheRio Tenoanditstributary
the Rio Claro, accessed afew kmsnorth o Curico, 200
kms from Santiago. Take the road to Romerd and
onward to Las Quenes. About 17 kms upstream from
LosQuenesi saspectacular gorge. By puttinginbelow
the obvioudy unrunnable cataractsyou can run afew
kmsof class V d unknowngradi entwithafew portages.
TheremaininglOkmsor sotoabridge4 kmsabovelos
Quenescontainsoccasional classllland IV andisrather
uninteresting.

TheRioClaro, not tobeconfused withthe Rio
Clarod SieteTazasfame, hasaclassIII-IV r un which
begins8-10kms upstreamfrom L osQuenes. Accessishy
4AWD that may be private. Gradient is unknown but
scemsin the 15 mpk rangeor less. | hear o Chilean
kayakers starting higher up and reporting more chal-
lenging rapids.

*CLARQ

At last wecometo thewonderful Siete Tazas
and adjacent Parque Ingles. Take the road to Molina
(turn-off 216 kms from Santiago) and follow signs to
SieteTazas, some60kms intothehills. Thetourist trail
downto thelower waterfallsd Siete Tazasisthetake-
out you'll use To find the put-in, a scant 500 meters
upstreamasthe rodent grovel s, walk back up theroad
andlaunch df intothebrushfollowingthepathd least
resistancewhile keeping ascloseto thecanyon rim as
possible. If thisisyour first timeand you're not with
someone who knows the way, a reconnaissanceisin
order. Althoughmany end uploweringtheir boat tothe
river abovetheinitial 8 meter waterfall, itispossbleto
clamber all theway down. Asmore people kayak here
the approachtrail becomesmorewaorn.

Looking upfrom thetake-out trail you seethe
fina twowaterfalls. Abovethesearefour dropsinthel-
2meter range. Theabove-mentioned8 meter dropisthe
first and i sportageabl eby boat-loweringand climbing.

Driveupto Parquelngles, at thevery least for
ameal fromSenoraRosai n her creeksiderestaurantand
hosteria. Her grandson Hugo may serveyou; | got to
know thefamily whilehanging out thereon abiketrip
in1990.

If you loved SieteTazas and want theultimate
in deep vertical gorgeswith drops up to 10 meters, |
suggest you scout the 3 kms stretch above the Parque
Ingles bridge that we call ""Ventidos Sdtos™ After
intensive scouting from both sidesd thisdeep gorge,
wefour-wheeled on river right to a point about 3kms
upstream, lowered our boatstooned thefewless-than-
overhangingaccesspoints, and ran 22 drops; 12 over 2
metershi gh and 10 under 2 metershigh. We made34
porteges, oned whichinvol vedl oweringour boatsinto
apool next to al2 meter fallswe deemed unsafe, and
then jumpingintothepool toclamber up theback of our
kayaks. So enthralled we were that we made the run
twice Withmorethanal owflow, wehad 50-100cfs, this
run could becomeartrap...

shfAITLE

TheRio Maulei smy nemisis.Many timesl've
tried todriveto the upper reachesd the most hydro-
devel opedriverin Chile only tobeturned back by lack
d proper documents. Findly, on abiketripin1990, |
cgoled my way past La Mina checkpoint without
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permits and awonderland unfolded before me. Nor-
mally permission to enter must be applied for two
weeksinadvanceat thegobernacionin Taca | suggest
applying on your way south and then making the
journey to Lagunadel Mauleon your way back north.

Once past La Mina carabinero checkpoint,
take-outfor arun | hope someday to do, look for the
mgjor drainageon river right at thebottomd thesteep
hill “CuestaLos Condores' asseenonyour Copec map.
Hike 20 minutes to hotspringsnear Rio Banosfor a
thermal treat. The bridge acrossthe Maule which ac-
cessesthehotspringsi sapotential put-infor therunto
La Mina Class V+!! Look for the 100 mpk section
upstream toward Laguna del Maule and other sur-
prises.



1991Update: GringoregularsY arodav, Dieter
and Rocket ranthestretchfrom theBanosbridgeonthe
hedsd a well organized French " expedition” to the
Maule. They report wild action that buildsand relaxes
in the20 kms they ran, aswell asa portagesomewhere
near theend.

*ANCOA

Find Linares on your map, 313 kms from
Santiago, and gateway to the artificialy flowing Rio
Ancoa Seen on Copec maps, the Ancoa has a small
drainage, and in the summer months d December
through February, runs low and clear after its early
springrunoff. Enter thetamperingmachine-man, blast-
ing a4 km tunnel through the mountain from theRio
Melado in the Maulesystem. Glacid mdt water flows
through this tunnel and bursts out into the trickling
Ancoa, sending800-1,000 cfsto downstreamirrigation
all summer. Whitewater typesand farmersbenefit, and
theresultisagreat11 kmlongclasslV and V runat 19

the east for Quilleco. They droveon to Canicura and
somewhereeast d here crossed theriver at the teke-
out. Now on river left, they passed through a private
gatedroveand upstreamonwhat Phil callsthedustiest
road hels seenin Chile.

He reportsclassIII and IV at the start, fol-
lowedby class V and portages, andendingwithcl asslV
abovethetake-out bridge. Hesaysthey had 800cfsand
that morewould be better. | couldn't accuragly locate
thisrun ontspa maps, hencehaveno gradientfigures.

‘E 3,-""!"5.. SN Lo

mpk. Theshuttle road isvery rough.

From Linares take the road that followsthe g -
Ancoa, rather thantheroughroad through Los Rabones. B -t
LasHornillas, wherethetunnel fromtheMelado gushes . -

into the Ancog, isthelogical put-in. Downstream, the -

firstdiversion damisalikely take-out, asisthe second
bridgeafew kmsdownstream.| alwaysdotwoportages
onthisrun.

eNUBLE

TheRio Nubleisapopular spring run among
intermediateChileanboaters. FromSan Carl os, 385krns
from Santiago, driveeast on theroad to San Fabian de
Alicio. | haveoncedonearunfromroad'send at theRio
LasSaucesconfluence to somewhereaboveSan Fabian
at perhaps800cfs. At thisflow therewereoccasi onalfun
class I rapids and the gradient seemed rather low,
maybe8 mpk. With higher flowsthe Chileansreport a
jucier run. The countrysi dei sbeautiful and good camp-
ing abounds.

Some467 kms south d SantiagothePan Am crossesjust
below the spectacul ar Salto de Lgaabeautiful waterfll
ontheRiol gjaWhiletoposshow theriver upstreamd

thisfalsrather flat and wide, an excdlent 4-5 km run
exigsat thebirthplaced theriver. From Los Angeles,
518 kmsfrom Santiago, drive up the road to Antuco.

East d Antuco, at the base d the fina climb to the
Lagunadelal ga you'll seeasmall reservoirintowhich
flowsthe free running Laja Drive on to the park en-
tranceafew kmsand ask how tofindthetrail totheL ga
birthplace, a sight worth seeing whether or not you
carry your boat 20 minutestorunthisclassV beaty. If

nooneisinthepark station, driveonanother kmor two
andlook for asignand turnout for thetrail. Gradientis
non-stop, thewater d sparkling quality.

¢DUQUECO

TheRioDuquecoisonel've never runandthis
information is gleaned from a description by Phil
DeReimer. Find Los Angdeson your map and look to
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sTHE RIO BIOBIO

By now you know that there's moreto Chile
thanthe Bio. From Los Angdles, 518kmsfromSantiago,
drivel7kmssouth onthe Pan Am totheroad to Santa
Barbara. Drive80 kmsto the Rio Queuco confluence,
thelower o severa possibletake-outs for the Bio.
Somefloat theBiofromthe RioLonquimay junctionto
the Queuco. Drawbacksarealong shuttleand krnsd
flatwater. In favor istheluxury o amulti-day trip. |
prefer to run the two canyons as separate one-days,
utilizingthehotspringsbetweenthecanyonsfor camp-
ing.

The upper sectionincludesthelLog Yak and



Seekmg support to save Chile's embattled Bio-Bio

Chilean delegation visits U.S. to combat dam

By POPE BARROW
In sarky Hovembar of | in the world, According o | Gonzalez announced | lsarmed, monoy can be ratsed
1901, AWA arranged for International Fivers Network, | that “progress was mads in | and dams ean somelimes bo
Chilgan environmanial only the Colorado River in awnkening financial instity. boaten back- aven at the last
setivist, Danisl Gonzalaz, to Grand Caryon is battor tons 1o tha many environ- micmsent- with tha right
coma from Conceplion, Chile, | known internationally for its montal cbjoctions 1o this dam, | combination of enthusiasm
to Washington, D.C. in an adveniuie cass whilowater including the possibility of and political savvy. Tha
effort 1o jump start opposition- | The Bia does offer some of soismic disturbance (there are | anthusiasm is thare, and the
Jboth in Chite and in the the most exciting whitewater, | Bctive volcances right next to | political savvy seems 1o be
United States--io the cembined with exctic wilder- | the dam site [), waler quality | developing quickly, Chileans
Dwarn project on the Blo-Bio nass scanery, 1o be found problema downstraam, have been operaling in a
River, anywhare in tha world. It truly | disruption of natfve democracy with pressure
Untl recently eforts | i ono ol the bast whitewater | Peheunche Indian culture and | group-type polilics for less
i Chile and elsawhers 1o deal | TUng in the workd sociaty, and the loss of & than B years. Bolore that they
with this disasirous project Steve Gates unique and valuable intorna: | were suppressed by a right-
have boon enthusiastc but reported that “the Chiloan visit | Uonal lourist attraction”, wing dictatorship, the
unocordinated and largedy was a HUGE succoss.” On the downalde, Pinochal Regime. With this
inetective. As & result of the | According to Gales, “the irip | the Chileans explainad to recant an experioncs of
Gonzalez vist, as well asthe | enablod two members of the | U.S, groups that the Pangue | repreasive politica and
one-haur long ESPN spedial Chilean organization Dam project on the Bio Bio s | domination by State institu-
an the Blo Bio (which was fighting the dam, Groupo being pushed by very tions, it is no easy ask for
aired nationwide in early Accion pot e Alto Bio-Blo powariul forces in Chile and | environmental groups 1o wage
November), interost the Bio | (GABE), to maka critical iace- Emmwmh war on poworul institutions
Bic's plight has suddonly to-face connections for the wary near approval by (such as Endessa) which
exploded. Even more exciting | first time with decision-makers IFE.TMIFC:-rdnm- have backing.
Is the fermation [spurred on in inernational financial Irtarnational financial instit- AWA remalns 100%
by the Gonzalez visit) of a Institutions and in soveral tions centarad in Ya committed to fighting thie Baa-
now centralizad organization American environ- | have boen resistant lo Bio project and will continue
in Washington, D.C. to maental ofganizations.” Some | review of the project. Daspite | to fund assistance for Chilsan
coordinate & more aggresshve | of those. . their best efforts, the two groups. However, in the final
and urgont international effort | including the Natural Re- Chileans and their Amarican | analysis, this project MUST
to help Chilsans stop con- sources Delense Cowncll, the | alllas falsd to pry loose from be baaten in Chila by Chik-
siruction of the dam. The new | Skera Club, Friends of the tha IFC the envirsamental 2ans.
organization is called Fiver Earth. and Greanpeace, have | assessment for the projsct. River Conservation
Consardation nermabional, oxhonsive sipertiss In That important documaent (s International ("FCIT will be
RCI is loosely affliated with internntional smvircrmantalf still siiting al the IFC, and at Bponsoeing trios o Chils in
the Internaticnal Fivars financs issos. Gates, s well | the offices ol the Endesza February to ralse money for
Natwork as the Chilean activists Company in Chila (the tha Bio Bio fight and 1o
Gonzalez was joined | beliove that this expertise s | gigantic electric company intarest influential individuals
in Washington by ancsher critically needad fo stop the | backdng the dam), totally in the river's unique scology
Chilean, Victoria Fulton- Bio Bio from being forever lost | unavailabls to public sorutiny. | and scenic values. Other
Vicuna. The two activists as a free flowing river, Another sciivitios are alzo on the
spent & week in the nation’s's The two Chileans cutcome of the Chilean’s vist | RCI's drawing boards at this
capitol promoting their cause | Herally ran themsedves 1o 0.C. was the realization by | time, including sponsoring a
and explaining the political ragged trying to further their U.S. groups that the Chileans | visit 1o the World Bank by
and practical problems they cause. Thay biitzed through have very few resources tribal lenders of the
face, AWA attorney, Steve daownbown Washington avalablo to them 1o pursue Pshuenche Indians who live
Goles spent countlass hours | Making innumerable impor- this fight. They have very lila | in the Bio Bio Valley, Anyone
supervising and organizing tant political contacts and moey, limiled nconss to tha wha would like 1o contribute
thin wonah of avants, prassing thair cass af the Chilean Congrass and almost | funds of volunteer assistance
Although AWA has | Workd Bank, the Infernational | no access 1o the Ghilean should contact Filver Conser-
tasedy been this deoply Financs Corporation (tha IFC | media. The TV, and naews- wation International at Sufts
invoheed In river conservation | 18 the arm of the World Bank | prind media sre both fotalhy 220, 1200 New Hampshire
outside the LS A, the Bio Bio | which is being asksdto fund | dominated by a pro-dam Ave, NW, Washington, DC.
ks a uniquely imponant rhver the project) and the U.S. media bitz being waged by 20036 as soon as possible.
fof the whitewaser community. | Treasury (which supervises Endassa
It has become the second LS. partidpation in the Waorld But as groups
Bonk and IFC). aitund tha world have

besl-Known whitewator river



Lava South rapids. The famous Rio Malla waterfall
plummetsintotheriver justabovelog Yak. Torunthis
stretch drive up fromthe hotsprings, crossthevolcani-
cally silted RioMallaonawoodenbridge, and continue
until the road comesback toriver levd. Thelower run
from the hotspringsto Rio Queuco encompasses the
One-Eyed Jack Canyon and site d thefirst proposed
dam. Boththeupper and lower runsarel5-20kmslong,
respectively. For the shuttle, a bike, second car, or
wllingess to"hoof it" aresuggested astraffic on this
rough road isinfrequent.

The average gradient throughout these two
runsisé mpk, although much steeper in sectionsd the
twoclassV canyons.

Lars Holbek photo

The Rio Cautin, approachedfrom Victoriaon
thePan AmHighway, some610kmsfromSantiago, has
agoodrund 13kmsat19mpk, providingenoughwater
flowsin theriver. Thethird and fourth kmscombined
drop 50 metersand in thisstretch exist complex rapids
and a portageor two.

Drivel0.5 kmseast d Curacautinto thetake-
out bridge, then13 kms further to aput-in at theend o
alongflat stretch that runs past Malacahuello, 5 kms
upstream. Tromp acrossafield and RR tracksto reach
thisput-in just abovewherethe rapidsbegin.

RIVERS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT

sPUCON

Pucon is the vacation spot for the Chilean
wedlthy. Insummer monthsthetownand surrounding
areaarecrowded with touristsmaking thescene. For a
cultural experience, and exposureto adensity d Chil-
ean beautties, enjoy an icecream on themain street and
watch the teenage courtingrituals.

From Freire, 6% kms from Santiago, and 23
kmssouth o Temuco, drivethe80kms d pavement to
Villaricaand then another 23 to Pucon.

The Rio Pucon has two runs worth doing.
Metrenehue bridge, on the road to Lago Caburga,
servesastake-out for the upper r un and put-infor the
lower run. Thelower run, perhaps8 kms, ends at the
ferry crossingd Balseo Quelhue, whichyou approach
ona2-km-longroad. Look for it 1.5 kmseast o Pucon
onyour left.

On river right, upstreamfromtheM etrenehue
bridge, driveadirt road 8-10 kmsand put in on flat
water abovetherapidsd theupper run. Therearedass
II-IV rapidsonthisstretch, aswell asaportagearound
Salto Mariman, some4 kmsabovethe take-out.

Now well into the beautiful and lush lake
region, exciting whitewater islessfrequent. For those
hungryfor ajungleriver with portagesaround incred-
ible50 meter waterfalls, with no poison oak or snakes,
the Rio Fuy awaits.

From Lanco, 794 kmsfrom Santiago, takethe
road to Panguipulli, drive around thelakeand on to
PuertoFuy onLago Pirehueico. The8kmsfrom Puerto
Fuy to the50 meter Salto Huilo Huilo havesomegood
playing,somerunnable waterfalls and portagesaround
somethat aren't.

For thejungleepicoptiond 7kmsat 43 mpk,
portageHuilo Huilo on theleft, paddleto the next 50
meter waterfall and portageon theright through bam-
boo. Portageand crashclass Vand VI toavertical gorge
surrounded by dense bamboo. Portage trails were
nonexistenton my run in1985, sowecarri edupand out
ontheright. Recent reportshaveit thatfishingtrailson
theleft servefor portaging, and the take-out bridgeis
afew kmsbeow. From thisbridgebeginsanicedass
III-IV runfor 4kmsdown tothebridgejust aboveLago
Panguipulli.

ePETROHUE

Between the Rio Fuy and the Rio Petrohue
fopo map research reveals little gradient on rivers
followinginto and out d thelakesin theregion. The
Rio Petrohue, however, hasexcdlent whitewater and
scenery. Dependingon water leve, one d the many
dropsformingthefinal waterfall at Saltosde Petrohue
is usually negotiable. Bevery careful here, as severd
fissuresin thelava plug carry deadly torrents.

From Puerto Varas, 1027 kmsfrom Santiago
and 17 kms north d Puerto Montt, follow the south
edged Lago Llanquihueto Lago Todos Los Santos,
put-infor the run. While gradient is unavailable, the
run is10 kms long, depending where you take out
below Saltosde Petrohue, and flowsin summer range
from 3,000 cfs to much more, depending on rainfall.
ThePetrohueisbigwater, with punchy play holesand
someyou'll want to missaltogether.

*CHAMIZA

TheRioChamiza flowsout d Lago Chapo, S0
kmseast d Puerto Montt. | once made a portage-fest
run from Lago Chapo to the H Salto bridge 8 kms
below. In the middleof thissection theriver drops50



*PUELO

eFUTALEUFU

metersin 1.5 kms. We hi ked out afew kmsabovethe
bridgethroughdensebamboo. A better run, reportedas
classlii by thosein our groupwhomadeit, departsfrom
the H Sdto bridge and has a take-out 11 kms down-
streamwheretheroad swi ngs close.

I know d only two groupswho have
run the Puelo. The first group, in the early
1980’s, flew in to Segundo Corrd. In 1991, a
group started on Lago Interior (I believe)from
the Argentine side, checked back into Chileat
animmigration post on thelake, and paddied
the river from sourceto sea Rapids are aleg-
edly uptoclassIV and | presumethat flat water
isabundant on this2-3 day trip.

SOUTH (F THE LAKE DISTRICT

TheRio Futadleufuisthegem o Chile
Big classV, interspersed with long stretchesd
flat water through beautiful country, character-
izethisriver.

Getting to Chaiten, gateway to the
Futaleufu,isan adventureinitself. Twooptions
now exig. The traditional is to drive hdf the
lengthd theidand d Chiloe to Chonchi and takethe
Transmarchillay ferry, which runs 3 days a week to
Chaitenonthemainland. A recentalternativeistodrive
the newly constructed CarreteraAustral, a2day jour-
ney with 3fjord crossingsaboardferries. Bothroutesare
great. | suggest driving the mainland routeontheway
down, catchingtheferry toChonchi ontheway back. To
assureyoursdaf and vehiclepassageontheferry, reserve
with Transmarchillay beforeyou leaveSantiago. Alter-
natively,leaveyour schedul eopenandtry reservingthe
ferry whenyou get to Chaiten.

FromChaitendriveout d your way toTermas
del Amarilloif you havetime, anice rustic hotsprings
resort. Back onthemainroad, crosstheferry at theLago
Y dchooutflowand driveontoPuerto Ramirez neer the
turnoff for Futaleufu. Drive up thisroad and crossthe
Futaleufu from river left to river right. A few, perhaps
as many as 5 kms before this bridge, is a roadside
campsite that we use as take-out for the lower run.
Continuing up river from this bridge about 15 kms
you'll cometoabridgeacrosstheRio/Azul andtheloca
schoolhouse. Rio Azul isa common take-out for the
upper runand put-infor thelower run. Ontheriverleft
sided theRio Azul isaprivateroad thatleadsdownto
a swinging bridge across the Futaleufu. This is the
easiest take-out sitefor the upper run that | know of.
Running the Rio Azul from the schoolhouse to the
Futdeufu isaniceway to start thelower run.

Driveontothetownd Futaleufu,crossingthe
Rio Espolon just west o town. Thisisagreat put-infor
the upper run and I've camped for days behind the
locked gate on land next to the Espolon.

Both the upper and lower "FU'" haveclassV+
that are portageable. To get afed for theimmenseness
d theriver, | recommendrunningfirstthelower section

before committing to the moreremoteupper section.
Topomapgradient for theFu issketchy. Total
distancefrom the Rio Espolon to thelower take-outis
about45kms. Flowsrangedfrom8,000-12,000 cfsonmy
runs. It's worth planningon spendingsometimeinthis

area
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Southd herel haverun nothing. Road access
isminimal, wildernessvast, bailout possibilitiesardu-
ous.

A final suggestion: Practice opening your
mind and heart, and maintaining apositive approach.
It will comeback toyouinChile Treattheland andits
inhabitantswith all the respect you want for yourself.
Andfinaly, pleaselet meknowd any runsyou dothat
are not in this guide, or variations on known ones.

Enjoy!!
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Special thanks fo Befh Rypins for her editing,

proofing,ideas, and use of her awesome Mac...
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GULF HAGAS

There's gotto be an easier way to get your

name in the newspaper than to run one of
Maine's most challenging steep creeks.




By JOHN FRACHELLA

The BANGOR DAILY read,
" SteepCreekin'. Expert CanoersJumpOff
Watery Cliffs Just for Fun”. That part
wasn't planned at dl. The photographer
just happened to bethere, hikingwith his
camera on a trail along the rim o the
gorge. Actualy,wedidn't want publicity
becausewedidn't want company.

For us, four boaterswastheideal
number for thistight, steeprun. Everyone
who's donethisriver agreesthat thetiny
eddiesd the steep, technical run can, at
best, accommodate four boatersin one
group at any onetime. More than that
would beacrowd. Period.

On the day we had originaly

planned to run Gulf Hagas, too many
uninvited (albeit fully qualified) boater
friends wanted to go along. From the
beginningwe had planned for agroup o
onlyfour: Courtney Parker, DougOliver,

Bob Dellert and mysdaf. Wehied tokeep |

our plansa secret, butit's hardtowithhold
informationfromthat ubi quitousboating
grapevine. Theotherswanted to go too.

Theorigina planwasto runthe
river onSunday, May 5, and despiteobjec-
tionsfrom us, five other boaters (nowfor
atotal d nine) assured usthey'd beat the
put-in. A very uncomfortable situation
began to devel op.

Inapredescentfitdf excitement,
Courtney, Doug and Bob made a last-
minutedecisiontodriveup thetwohours
fromBangorinthepouringrainon Friday
night, May 3 to check out theleve.

Thewater wasoneor twoinches
abovethetopd thefootingd theconcrete
bridgeabutment, anestimated 600cfs. We
weretold that when othershad runiitin
the past thewater level wasalittlelower.
This higher water was therefor, to us at
that point in history, an upper limit.

Theboysscouted thefirst couple
d drops, then headed for home. They
knew from what they'd seen that they
definitely didn't want any more than the
four df usin that gorge.

So, at 9 pm., with the ‘ol rain
pelting down, they stopped at a phone
boothinthed egpytownd Milotogiveme
acdl. ItwasDoug's voiceon the phone.
" Johnny weve decidedtochangetheplan.
Don't tell anyone, but we're gonna runit
tomorrowinsteadd Sunday. Theothersl|
be pissed, but itll beazoo in therewith
more than four boats." S0 beit.

The dice were cast, and our
friendswould probably not beour friends
anymore. Nonethd ess, wehad todowhat

wehad to do.

Weknewlongagowhat wewere
gettinginto with Gulf Hagas. The topo
map showsthewholerun to befivemiles
long. Thegorgesectionisfour mileslong
and threemeterswide. Intwomilesd that
section, theriver drops 200 feet per mile.

Atotal o 13othershad run Gulf
Hagas beforewedid, but wehad hiked it
plenty o timesover thelastdecade. Sx or
sevenyearsago, CharlieWal bridgescouted
it by walking up theentire gorge, swim-
ming in the pools at the bottom o each
dropand checkingoutthemanyrocksand
their pin potential.

| down and offered to guide the run with

the other boys on Sunday. | fdt better
about my friendsnot missing therun, but
| still didn't get much degp that night.

Thefour d us met early in the
morningand headed up north.

Gulf Hagas isthenamegiven to
the gorge created by the West Branch o
thePleasantRiver asit leavesitsoriginsat
Big Lyford and First West Branch Pond,
cutting itsway between Baker Mountain,
Gulf Hagas Mountain and ElephantMoun-
taininnorthcentral Mainenear Brownville
Junction.

None d the members o our
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Dave Andrews boofs off the right side of Billings Falls.

Many timesin previousyearswe
had wanted to run Gulf Hagas, but either
the water was way too high or way too
low. Thewindowd do-abilityhereisyery
narrow—maybeafewdaysinApril, maybe
afew daysin May, but nothing you can
plan for in advance, especidly if you're
travelingfrom adistance.

The water hererises and drops
woryr quickly. Charlie Walbridge never
did run Gulf Hagas because when the
water level wasright, hewasin Pennsyl-

£} |

vania. If he had tried to get to northern
Maine, the level would have changed =
toolow, toohigh, never thesametwodays
inarow.

So after the phonecdl, | rushed
around getting my gear together, while
that comfy feding d knowing| had one
more day gave way to fear, worry and
excitement.

| called MattLawler, athree-time
veterand Gulf Hagas, toverify that | was
doing the right thing. He camed me
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Bob Dellert caught in freo-fall al Bilings Fals on the

Gl Hagas.

group had ever run it before, and I think
we kind of wished Matt was going with us.
Cur girlfriends and wives came along to
take photos, and we said our goodbyes at
the put-in,

Thie run began at a bridge off the
acoesaroad above the Katahdin ron Warks,
There was one mile of flatwater from the
put-in to the first drop called Stair Falls,
Here the river split In two around an is-
Land

We opted for the river-left chan-
niel over three successive four- bo Ave-foot
vertical stairs into an eddy. Courtney led,
and he hit hard midway down the middle
step. Duu,a; waenk next, got buermed arowund
somehow and made a clean run back-
wards! Bob and [ followed Doug’s route,
anly we decided to run it forwards.

A couple hundred wyards
downriver thiere's an cjg,ht-im& ramp imbo
another eddy. Then the niext drop is a 12-
foot vertical beauty. Everyone had a fairly
clean run here, which put us inio asizable
ﬁ.‘l.:'l:l.' just above J-fool l:'!-i'l]ing_a Falls.

Aboeeus, on the rim of the BOTRE,
thi girls looked horrified. They shouted
for us ot to run this falls, probably be-
cause the up-river view they saw looked
whorse than the dowmn-rivier view I.ﬂ.f:inE s

Doug ran it First, r.ib',h.l dowmn the
tongue in the middle. Bob ran it far river

water ledgethat shothim way
over thefalsin aredly cool
arz, Courtney ran Doug's
route, but'got stuffed under-
water at thebottomof thefdls.
¥While wewaited for hisboat
ta resurface, Doug casually
incquired if anyone had seen
Caurtney inawhile. | ranthe
sarneroute, got stuffedalittle
myself and had to roll. The
girls wererelieved.

John Connolly and
the group that made the vir-
gin run five or 9x yearsago
decided to dub Billings
“Kazooti”, goecificalytocon-
fuse boatersand protect this
river from exploitation and
overuse. Another purposefor
this nickname was to deter
anysalf-sungherosthat could
die there. Thisisdefinitely no
placefor theunqualified. The
scarefactor is10 out o 10.

BdowBillingsthings
started happening very
quuckly withaseriesof smaller
drops — gx feet here, 10 feet
there—and preciouslittletime
bo get our heart rates back down or plan
our naxk move

The gorge walls started getting
steeper, taller and | otsclosertogether. The
sun wasn't getting inthere verymuch, and
huge, thick sheets d ice were clinging
eminously — scmetimes outintotheriver.
The ice was melting, and | couldn't help
bt think that if oned those big sheets
decided to ket go itwould probablylodge
underwater, creating a nasty strainer. |
tried not to dwell on that.

Butterm k Falswashdf amile
dewnatream from Billings, and it looked
pretty straight forward: anl18-footvertical
with a t0-degrse tilt into alarge keeper-
likes foam pile tHat weal | went under doing
full meltdowns infull-volumesteepcreek
boats,

Between Buttermilk and thetake-
out, things get even busier. Davey
Smallwosd, who ran Gulf Hagas thenext
day with Matt, commented, " Thereareso
mary rapids F.ere, you cant remember
them all. 1t°s eonstant, wild uff."”

Somewhereinthisstretchthere's
acrazy section called Jaws. It's hardtosay
how long it actudly is— maybeaquarter
mile, maybe a hdf mile. Herethe gorge
walls get even Steeper, darker, closer to-
gether and almost totally coveredwithice

For us, there were two portages

a2

right, boofing off an under-

in this section. One had a horrendous
undercut rock midstream, and the other
featureddl d theriver's volumerunning
headl onginto ahugeamorphousmassd

granitelocated in the center o a narrow,

steep chute.

On Sunday Matt's group opted
for threeportagesi n thissection, deciding
to forego a tight, curvy, boulder-strewn
(possibly undercut) stretch that we had
negotiated the previousday. Thissection
had turned out to betotally unscoutable,
and weweretruly relievedthat therewere
not nined usin thereat once.

Courtneyranitfirst. Wecouldn't
seehi mat al, but heard hi mshout from
below that he was dl right. The put-in
here(followinganesarlier portage)involved
pushing off arock shef halfway down a
waterfall, thenlaunchingsidewaysdown
ablind pitch. Babhadtoroll here(success-
fully) and afterwards confessed that he
had been dmost sure hewas gonna die.

Theentiresectionhad beenterri-
fying. Portageswe had considered man-
datory required ropingboatsdown sheer
rock faces and around tight corners to
avoid dippery ice

Bedk in my boat, in more than
onespot | found mysdf careeningaround
corners, dropping over six- to eight-foot
fallsand shooting down steep slots and
tongues. Often | would find the boys
waiting with outstretched arms to catch
anendloop or my cockpitrim. Wed cling
onto one another or one another's boat
until wed had time to catch our breath
and regain our nerve, only to then let go
again and takeyet another blind plunge.
Not agood placefor acrowd.

Hammond Street Pitch, thelast
rapid, consisted d aseriesd five- to six-
foot ledgeswith afinal chute that had a
vertical ledge on the river left side and
largeround bouldersalongtheright. In
themiddlelay ahugeflat boulder on edge
that looked ominoudlylikeacircular saw
blade. Weweread | lucky (skilled?)enough
to sneak around it.

During theentirerun that day |
had an uncomfortablefedingthat if any d
usgotintotroubletherewasvery littlethe
others could do to help. Evacuation o
bodieswoul dbeextremely dangerousand
difficult. Theres no mgjor road nearby,
and thewoodsthere aredeep and thick.

| tried to stay as positive and
focused as possible. | had to roll oncein
Jaws,and oncel had toswimout o avery
small holein avery easy section. | wasn't
paying attention, and this hole, although
small, wouldn't let go. Inretrospect, | fed
fortunatenot to havebrokenany bonesor



serioudyinjured mysdf anywhereon the
run.

The scenery was breathtaking.
Granite, huge pines, fir and a deep, dark
primordialforestall around. Butit's funny
= when you do a run like Gulf Hagas,
you're focusingonwhat's directlyinfront
d you, not exactly on the panorama

The Sunday run included Matt
Lawler, Davey Smallwood and Dave
Andrews. That's when Scott Haskell, the
BANGORDAILY photographerhappened
along. Hewasonhisown freerecreational
time, hikingwithhisown personal camera
and his own film. It was happenstance
that hewasthere, and | guesshewas pretey
freaked out when three boaters appeared
at thelipd thefirst 20-foot vertical drop-
- BillingsFals— with all intentiond tek-
ing the plunge.

And asif that weren't shocking
enough, the first guy over, Davey
Smallwood, got stuffed under the falls
intothe"”Roomd Doom' and thenswam
behind a huge curtain & water for 45
minutes while his buddies rescued him
with arope.

This is how BANGOR DAILY
reporter SteveKloehn recounted theinci-
dent:

David Smallwood paddiedhard,dig-
ging into the West Branch of the Pleasant
River as his cosad canoe raced towardsa 20-
foot vertical drop. At the precipice, he took one
last paddie. Then he wasairborne.

Smallwood arched back, almost |

touched hishelmet to the stern of the boat asit
angled towardstheroiling water at the foot of

thefalls. Hehithard, and thecold water rushed |

over him, filling hisnosedespite thenoseplugs.

In a moment he pooped back to the |

surfaced littlebit toofar totheright. Hisboat
was cauvght between atall standing waveand
aledge, moving fast towardstheledge. Before
he had a chance to get turned around,
Smallwoodwasagainst theledge, and he rolled
underwater. He brought himself up_easily
enough, only to be rolled again, still pinned
against the ledge. After his fourth foll, he
decided to bail out.

He tried to swim over the standing
wave, but it felt like he woul d be dragged under

until hewasat a placewherehecould climbto

safety
It was an hour before paddler, boat

and paddle were all back ashore wherethy
began. Smallwood was exhausted and shiver -
ing. He climbed back into his yellow canoe,
pushed itinto therushing river and headedfor

s el

but then so did alot o decked boaters.
Two kayakers, Bill Ddlam and
Paul Nicholazzo,executedGulf Hagaswith
one portage. They ran one d the two
sectionswecarried in Jawsand wound up
namingit Amok. Both agreed they would
never run Amok again. No punintended.
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Doug Oliver threads his way through a technical course below Buttermilk Falls.

the fallsagain.

O Billings Fdls, Davey says.
"Thisisnotredlyadifficultrun. It's pretty
hairy, but it's not difficult. Thedifficult
partsaretherapidsthat follow, aseriesd
smaller drops, six feet here, ten feet there
that leave a paddler very littlechance to
plan hisnext move. That's thegtuff that's
dangerous— rapid after rapid without a
bresk He commented that after steep
creeking in Wegt Virginiaand even after

| threemonthsin New Zealand, Gulf Hagas

thefalls, so he let himself be washed back into |
a cavern. There he pulled himself out of the |
| himthat theWataugaisnot aClassV-VI

water by wedging his body between two sheer
walls. Hiscompanionscould not see him, and
fromhiss position, hecould not raisehishead to
call them.

Eventually they got a rope to |

Smallwood, which he tied around his waist.
Fromtherehebeayed himself,likeamountain
climber, laterally across the face of the gorge

isthemost challengingstretchd water he
had ever tried.

How hard is the Gulf Hagas re-
dly? Matt Lawler, who has kayaked it
three times, and John Connally, who has
doneit twice (onceinaC-1 and oncein a
soloopenboat),had aminor disagreement
on thisquestion.

Matt thought at first that Gulf
Hagas was similar in difficulty to the
Watauga. But Johnwasquick to remind

run with two mandatory portages. 'Nuff
sad, | guess. But | don't know, having
never run the Watauga.

By theway, | saw avideo o part
d Connolly’s OC-1 run, and, asusudl, he
looked cadm, smooth and confident. He
had toroll at the bottom d BillingsFdls,

Whoshould try Gulf Hagas? My
impressionisthat Gulf Hagas isnotsome-
thingfor beginners, intermediatesor even
advanced paddlers—it's for afew experts
who have the absolute ability to make
their boats go where they want in life-
threatening situations, regardlessd the
circumstances.

To successfully make this run,
onemust bestrong, agile, intopcondition
and constantly aert. One must dso be
preparedto read difficultwater and make
decisionsin aflash. TheGulf Hagas de-
mandsat |east thesequdlifications. Mak-
ing this run was certainly the most chal-
lenging point in my persona boating ca-
reer.

Out d thedeepest respectfor dl
the Gulf Hagas veteransand in apprecia-
tion tothe many who hel ped mewith this
article, here's theknownlistd graduates:
Dave Andrews (K-I), Henry Mah (K-1),
|an Cameron{&-1}; Paul Nicholazzo(K-1),
John Connolly (C-1, OC-1), Doug Oliver
(K-1), Bill Dalam (K-1), Courtney Parker
(K-1), Bob Dédllert (K-1), JmPeppin (K-1),
Fergie (K-1), Dae Rafford (K-1), Paul
Fischer (C-1), Davey Smallwood (C-1) John
Frachdla (C-1), Dave Wood (K-1), Matt
Lawler (K-1).



The Great Whitewater Northu.

By ADAM SHANDRO

Around the first & August my
buddy, Breck Seiniger, and | grew weary
d scrapingdown thesameold riversover
and over again. We were anxiousto ex-
ploresome new water, but where?

Heading north seemed the obvi-
ouschoice.

After dl, British Columbia of-
fered almostamillion squarekilometersd
land and 843 rivers. Therewould becount-
lesssmall streamsand creeksfeedingthese
rivers, and most o these had never been
paddled. And so, after acoupled weeks
d planning,weloaded our boatsonto the
Toyotaand ventured forth.

The drive from Boiss |daho to
BCisnot abad one, abouttenhours, unless
d courseyou happento bedrivingin the
middle d the night. Then, with a little
luck, it can beaccomplishedin abit over
eight.

Weleft | daholatein theevening,
0, asthesun came up, wewere about to
crossthe Canadianborder. Wefilled the



tank, knowingthat thiswould bethelast
timewewould pay lessthan$150agallon
for ten days.

Crossing the border, we headed
for thetownd ChilliwakandtheChilliwak
river. The water was a bit low, but the
Canyonrunon the Chilliwak, with agra-
dientd 110fpm, wasstill awel comewarm
up. We put in a mid-morning and took
out at afish hatchery just after noon. | was
exhausted from the driveand the lack of
deep, but the feding o having paddied
my first river in BC gavemequiteaboost.

We stopped to buy some o
Chilliwak’sfamoussweetcorn, thendrove
towhat seemedto bethesocia hub d the
town, themdl. Inthecenterd theparking
|otamake-shiftskateboard ramphad been
erected. Here thelocd hot shotstried to
impresstheshoppers. Thisseemedalikely
placeto eat lunch, sowejoined thecrowd
watchingthe kids show off.

Aswesat eating our sandwiches
an enormous green van pulled up with a

C1 and aPyranha roto-bat ontop. And so
we first encountered Diesdl Dave a BC
boater who, in oneseason, had donemore
than 110 different BC rivers. Diesd was
familiarwithmostd thebetterrunsinthe
lower helf o BC, and, asluck would have
it, waslookingfor peopleto boat with for
the next four days. We quickly accepted
hisoffer.

We were very lucky in meeting
Davebecausetherearenodefinitiveguide
bookstothebetter runs in BC. Theseriesof
guides by Betty Pratt-Johnson tends to
overrateriversand concentratesprimarily
on thosewith aclass3+ to 4- reting.

The longer we taked to Diesd
Davethemore anxiouswe becametotackle
somed themore awesome BC whitewater,
and by mid-afternoonwe had plotted our
courseforthenextfew days and wereback
on theroad headed north.

After only afew hoursof driving,
that consumedwhat seemedtobemillions
d dollars worth d gas, we arrived in

L. |

Kedfes BC, aong the massive Fraser
River. TheFraser drainsnearly onefourth
of all thewater in BC. Theriver we had
decidedtorunthe next day wasatributary
d the mighty Fraser, the Nahatlatch. By
thetimewearrived at theriveritwasdark,
sowecouldn't scout, but Diesdl informed
usthat thisriver wason Indianland and
that nightwasagood timeto driveto the
campground.

Apparently during the day the
Indiansset up roadblocksonthedirt road
and collectasmall feefor the''rent" o the
road. Still exhausted from the drive,
wequickly pitchedour tentandfell adeep
tothegentleroar d the Nahatlatch.

Whenweawokewewererelieved
todiscover thatit wasnot raining. Weate
quickly, then headed to theheadwatersd
theNahatlatchCanyonat FrancesLake. It
would have been an uneventful shuttleif
Brick’s Corsica, piled high atop the van,
had not connected with alow lying tree
limb. Fortunately, the Corsica survived



thismisadventureunscathed and, within
afew minutes, wasloaded back onto its
rightful place, crowning thevehicle.

TheNahatlatchwassimply beau-
tiful. It's alwaysamusing to paddlefrom
aput-inonal akedirectly intowhat proves
tobethe most difficultrapid on ariver, in
thiscaseagemcalled theMesat Grinder. It
wasaredly only asolidclass4, but it was
powerful, with 3 sticky holes to punch.
Therest d the run through the 80 fpm
Canyonwasfilled with great surfingand
awesomeholeriding.

The Nahatlatch Canyon proved
tobeatypica BCrun, with giganticpines
reflectinghundredsd shadesd greenon
therushingwater. M osscovered thesteep
rocky walls, givingthe Canyon the atmo-
sphered asoftly padded chamber.

After afew moresteepdropsand
azillionsurfswe got back to camp. We
agreed that the Nahatlatch was a gresat
run, even more fun than the Chilliwak.
Now we were hooked, obsessedwith run-
ning as many BC riversas possible. And
0, weloaded thecarsand headed north
again.

As we continued our explora-
tions the rivers just kept getting better.
Thenext stop d our adventure wasto be
the Cariboo and Quesnel rivers, near
Likdy, BC, tothenorthof WilliamsLake.
Diesd estimatedthat it was alOhour drive
fromtheNahatlatch.Alonghaul, but luck
wasdefinitely with us. Not only did Die-
s know dl therivers, but hehad acabin
6 hours North d the Nahatlatch at 100
MileHouse. Thiswould makeafinemid-
way stopand Diesel mentionedthat there
wasagredt bar thereaswell.

Being only 17, | wasexcited, be-
cause| figured therewas no way | could
possibly get carded at abar thisfar north.

When wefinally arrived the bar
turned out to bealounge in a three bed-
roommotd, full d Indiansswappingfish-
ing storiesand shooting pool. They made
afew cracksabout my age, but that wasall
they said to me. Breck, Diesel and | sat
around talking about theawesomeday o
boatingand about theriversto bedonethe
next coupled days.

Beforewewent to Diesd's place
hewarned usthat many d theinhabitants
d thecabinsinthearega, includinghis, use
therailroad tracksasan outhouse. "Soif
you're uptherelayingcoil ,keepan eye out
for trains'* Diesd said.

That sounded likegood adviceto
me

Fortunately, we were all lucky
enough to survivethe peril d the tracks.
M orningcametooquickly, somethingtypi-
ca d BCinthesummer. Wechased dl the

crittersfrom the cabin that had joined us
for the night and onceagai nheaded north.

It was a beautiful mid-morning
whenwepulledinto Likdy. Davetook a
pictured meintheoldLikdy jal and we
consumedour usual 3mugsd coffee. The
best whitewater stretcheson the two riv-
erswewere going to do wereabout nine
m| eslong. Wefiguredif wegot goingwe
could do them both the same day.

Wesoondiscovered thatwewere
not alone.A group d ten boatersfromthe
Cagary boating club joined usin surfing
some holes on the Quesnel River. The
playingherewasawesome, remniscent o
|daho's Lochsa or theOcoee in Tennessee,
but 5 times bigger and uncrowded. We
spent all afternoon surfing and getting
brain douched on the Quesndl. The best
rapid was indisputably the Devil's Eye-
brow. al ong seriesof holesandwavesthat
seemed to last forever.

| could have spent the rest o
August surfing the very first hole. The
surfingspotscamein every sze, theonly
limitingfactor beingthesized one's bdls.
However, weweresurprised how forgiv-
ingtheseholeswere, relativetotheir size.

TheCagary boaterstold usthat
the Cariboowasjust asgood, so, without
hesitation, we headed for the put-in. For
thenext 35 minutes, Breck and | satinthe
back d apickupinhalingdust, beingtossed
about, andenjoyingthescenicdear cutted
mountainsides.

Between the Calgary crowd,
Breck, Diesd, and |, therewerecloseto 15
boaters. TheCariboo startsjust below an
unrunnable 23 foot river wide waterfall
with arecydeat the bottom which could
surf aschool bus. It wasamusingtowatch
the salmon trying futilely to leap these
fals.

AsBreck and | changed into our
boating gear we paused for a second to
survey theriver. It wasamazingto seeso
muchwater in mid-August. TheCariboo,
likemost BCrivers,wasglecid fed. And
0, despitethefact that theair temperature
was80, thewater wasicecold.

Therocky beachat theputinwas
acovered with the Calgary boaters. Asl
sat in my boat looking at the Canadian
kayakers, | noted some obvious differ-
ences between them and kayakersfrom
thestates. Themagjority o Canadianboat-
ers modd their paddling style after the
dalom racers. Almost every Canadian
boater seems to belong to some kind o
club. Apparently these clubsfrequently
organize trips to class three and four
rivers. Most Canadiansseemeeger toboat
with newcomers.

Therearead soafew smaller clus-
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tersd kayakersscattered about BC’s huge
wilderness. They run class four to six
riversonaregular basisand keeparather
low profile, but if you happentoruninto
them, evenonaclassfour liketheCariboo,
they areworth observingasthey surf and
ender. Watching them go will definitely
get your heart pumping.

In general, boating with the Cax
nadianswasagreat time. Whenyoudrive
asfar aseveryonedid toget to theseruns,
it's proof that you redly lovethe sport.

OnceontheCaribooldiscovered
that the rapids were almost identical to
those on the Quesnd, featuring huge
wavesand holes. Inspited thesize d our
group there was room for everyone. |
joined oned the Calgary boatersripping
up asteep wavein hisSabre, then, since
my squirt boat wasback at camp, | traded
boats with one d the Canadians and
squirtedin somed the hugeeddies.

And so we passed another su-
perb but exhausting day o kayaking in
BC. Diesdl and about hdf o the Cadgary
boaters had to head home to work, but
when we pulled into camp wefound an-
other group d boaters, thisone fromthe
boating club out & Vancouver. We st
around thecampfirethat night, tryingto
figureout what river to do next.

Wehad d| heard storiesabout a
river calledtheChilko. Diesd had told us
that this run should not be done by only
two boaters because the closest road was
24 milesfrom the most difficultstretch d
rapids. Fortunately for usthe BC boaters
decided to head therethe next day.

The next morning we made a
quick run on the Cariboo, then headed
towardstheChilko. We spent most o the
afternooncheckingoutthesightsand small
townsd BCthat wepassed alongtheway.
Theroutewascomplex; wehad tofind our
way through amazed logging roads. It
wasamost dark by thetimewepulled of
Highway 20 near thetownd AlexisCreek
on the Chilcotin River.

The campsite was at the
confluenced the Chilko and Taseko riv-
ers,whichgiveriseto theChilcotin. There
wasjustenoughlighttosee theChilko. Its
blue color waslike that o some tropical
paradise, perhapsin Hawaii or the South
Pacific. When the Chilko’s water mixed
with thesilty brown Taseko, it madeacool
contrast. We pitched our tent on a flat
plateau 50 feet abovetheriver, talkedwith
the BC boaters about the legendary and
amost mystical Chilko, and wenttodeep.

When | woke up the next day, it
sounded likethe river was running right
under my thermarest. After hearing 0
many great storiesabout thr Chilkol was




so excited that | couldn't even remember
what day it wes.

| did remember, however, that it
was Breck’s turn to make breakfast. It
seems like it wouldn't take a genius to
figureout that you can't cook pancakesin
asoup bowl without so much asaflipper!
We learned this lesson well; | spent the
next hour trying to scrape batter off the
bottomd the bowl.

By thetime Breck and | cleaned
up our breakfast messthe BCboaterswere
ready to get going. We threw our wet,
smelly gear into our bags and loaded the
cars. Theshuttlewasno problem because
two o the BC boatershad brought their
wives adong. The ridewas typical d BC
shuttles, a40 minutebounce down alog-
ging road to the put-in. It would have
been uneventful had theFord Vanloaded
withnine kayaksand elevenpeoplem ssed
the rock on the steep hill.

A bigif! Asit wasall nineboats
went torpedoi ngdff thetopd thevanand
diddownthesteepbank. Our second boat
launch d the expedition!

Thewater d the Chilko looked
even morebrilliantin thebright sunlight.
Theriver bedwasfull; weknew therapids
were going to be huge.

Thebest water on theChilkolies
about12 milesupfromthecamp. Sinceit
wasn't even noon, wehad all day to play.
Asl caught thefirsteddy | wasamazed by
thespeed d the current. Wesurfed every
wavewe could, warmingup for what we
knew would be awesomewhitewater be-
low.

Not three milesfrom the put-in
wecameto Bidwell, therun'shiggest rapid.
Hereaseriesd hugedynamicwavesended
in three wave/hole combinations that
madefor great surfing. It reminded med
the North Fork o the Payette, only safer. -

The infamous White Mile was
just around the corner. This continuous
wavetra n seemed togo on for morelike
sx milesthanonemile. A few bendslater
theentireriver narrowed and flowedinto
theLavaCanyon. Thislooked likesome-
thing out d Thidooked like something
out d National Geographic; the canyon
wallswere covered with huge geods.

Thewhitewater o BritishColum-
bia has been compared to that o Chile.
Chileisknownfor exoticrunsliketheBio-
Bio, Futaleafu, and the Fuy; but I'm con-
vinced that if the Chilko wasin Chile, it
would eadly rate with these legendary
rivers. The Chilko was one d the best
surfing rivers | have ever paddled and
eadsly oned themost beautiful.

The river was teeming with so
many salmon, and, in the two days we

—spent on the Chilko, we saw bears, rocky

mountain goats and more eagles than a
person could count.

On the second day, Breck and |
weredrifting back to camp watching the
eaglesfly. Onebadeaglel ost atail feather
and | watched it spiraling down towards
theriver. Asit got closer, | stuck out my
paddle and, miraculoudly, the feather
landed right on the blade. It seemed an
omen; | still havethat festher!

Breck and | were astired asever
whenaswe got df theChilkoand changed
into dry clothes. Weonly had acoupled
daysuntil wewere due back in Idaho, so
weloaded theToyotaand said goodbyeto
our Canadian boating friends. We were
sad to leave the Chilko, but we knew
someday wewould be back.

Beddes, no boating trip to BC
would becompletewithout astop to surf
ontheThompson River. Wemadeit there
the next day. | remembered Rob Lesser
saying that the Thompson's waveswere
somed the biggest he had ever tackled.
Weknew that when Rob said awavewas
hig, it would bebig!

Despitethefact that wewereex-
hausted, we spent an amazing day surf-

-ing, concentratingon twowaves, theFrog

and Lunch Stop. The Thompson is said
to beat itsbest in late summer and early
fal, when thelevel dropsto about 17,000
cfs.

Thetakeoutisatitsjunctionwith
theFraser, and 50, in asense, wehad come
fullcircle. Wetook our timechangingand
enjoyingonelast Canadian beer.

We knew it would be a while
before we would be back to BC, but we
were aready making plans. Out d BC’s
843rivers, we had donesix.

That left 837for thenext trip. BC
issaid to beoned the next great boating
frontiers, and with good reason. Between
the small forested canyons o the
Nahatlatch, the huge play holes on the
Cariboo and Quesndl, the massive wave
trainson the Chilko, and the phenomenal
surfing on the Thompson, BC has some-
thing for everyone.

The whole way back to Idaho,
Breck and | chattered about the riverswe
had paddled. Just before we got to the
border, Breckturnedtomeandsaid,” Man,
those BCriversbrokeour fun scale. Well
haveto pick up anew oneat REL.”

| could only agree!

Editor's Note: Adam Shadro (pictured above) isa hot young slalom racer and
hair boater from Boise, who started college this fall.
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AFFILIATES

ADK Genesee Valley
¢/o Scott Trude
3565 N. Creek Rd.
Palmyra, NY 14522
Adirondack Mountain Club
RR 3, Box 3055
Lake George, NY 12845
Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190
Allegheny Canoe Club
¢/o Walk Pilewski
755 W. Spring St.
Titusville, PA 16354
AMC Berkshire
¢/o Bill Cushwa
63 Silver Street
S. Hadley, MA 01075
AMC Delaware Valley
¢/o Eric Pavlak
Apt. X2-11 Hatfield Village
Hatfield, PA 719440
AMC New York
¢/o Maxine Grover
2 Secora Rd. #C5
S. Monsey, NY 10952
America Outdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901
Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts
¢/o Bill Perkins
P.O. Box 60
Erwin, TN 37650
Arkansas Valley Whitewater
Club
P.O. Box 593
Salida, CO 81201
Ashville YMCA Kayak Club
¢/o Chuck Hines
5 Holly Hill Ct.
Ashville, NC 28806
Beartooth Paddlers
¢/o Ron Lodders
1124 Sunnyside #103E
Billings, MT 59101
Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201
Bluegrass Wildwater
Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544
Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128
Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out Canoe Club
¢/o Fred Vaughn
Box 15
McConnell, WV 25633
California Kayak Friends
14252 Culver Dr. #A-199
Irvine, CA 92714
Canoe Club of Harrisburg
¢/o John Ressler
180 Andersontown Rd.
Dover, PA 17315
Canoe Cruisers Associa-
tion
P.O. Box 572
Arlington, VA 22216
Carolina Canoe Club
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605
Central Georgia River
Runners
P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208
Champaign Canoeing
¢/o Keech T. LeClair
Brayton Park, Beach Rd.
Ossining, NY 10562
Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
¢/o Marge Cline
1343 N. Portage
Palatine, IL 60067
Club Adventure
¢/o Adventure Quest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091
Coastal Canoeists
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204
Colorado Rocky Mtn.
School
¢/o Bob Campbell
1493 Rd. 106 '
Carbondale, CO 871623
Colorado Whitewater
Association
¢/o Jon Allen
217 Canyonside Drive
Salina Star Route
Boulder, CO 80302
Ctl. lll. Whitewater Club
2502 Willow Street
Pekin, IL 61554
E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club
P.O. Box 5774
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774
Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606
Garden State Canoe Club
¢/o Linda Gorman
170 Stahl’'s Way
N. Plainfield, NJ 07060

A

Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

GLOP.
¢/o James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, /L 60690
Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club
P.O. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 27043
Guadalupe River Paddlers
¢/o Betty Wallls
37 Chapatrrel
New Braunfels, TX 78130
Headwaters Paddling
Assoc.

Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 69715
Hong Kong Snakes Kayak
Club
22 Bushy Hill Rd.
Simsbury, CT 06070
Hoosier Canoe Club
¢/o Dave Ellis
4770 N. Kessler Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208
Housatonic Canoe & Kayak
704 Kent Rd.
Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754
Ichthyological Assoc. Inc.
¢/o John Homa, Jr.

50 Ludlowville Rd.
Lansing, NY 14882
Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
¢/o Ron Watters
Box 8118, ISU
Pocatello, D 83209
Idaho Whitewater Assoc.
5010 Bitterbush
Boise, ID 83703
Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston
¢/o Peter Cogan
Landmark College
Putney, VT 05341
Kayaking I-1V
¢/o Schumacher
471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550
KCCNY
¢/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524
Keelhaulers Canoe Club
¢/o Jane Allinson
375 Erieview
Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
KNIK Canoers & Kayakers
¢/o Bob Wemple
2627 Ingra
Anchorage, AK 99508

Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
P.O. Box 26254
Lansing, Ml 48909
Leaping Lounge Lizards
¢/o Rick Norman
3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107
Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 2726
Lehigh Valley, PA 18001
Lower Columbia Canoe
Club
22800 S. Unger Rd.
Colton, OR 97017
Meramec River Canoe Club
¢/o Earl Biffle
26 Lake Road
Fenton, MO 63026
Merrimack Valley Paddlers
¢/o George May
157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak
P.O. Box 027868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040
Minnesota Canoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Mohawk Canoe Club
2108 Nottingham Way
Trenton, NJ 08619-3032
Monoco Canoe Club
¢/o Frank Cancellieri
861 Colts Neck Rd.
Freehold Twp., NJ 07728
National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O. Box C
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
NORS
¢/o Mary McCurdy
Box 6847
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
North Texas River Runners
215 Lakeshore Dr.
Haxahachie, TX 75165
Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091
Nova Riverunners
P.O.Box 1729
Chickaloon, AK 99674
ORGT
¢/o S. Beaumont
SAC-0110 Georgia Tech
Atlanta, GA 30332




Outdoor Adventure
Program
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000
Outdoor Centre of New
England
8 Pleasant St,
Millers Falls, MA 01349
Ozark Wilderness Water-
ways
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112
Perception Kayak Club
¢/o Perceptioninc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640
PhiladelphiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 79728
Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
¢/o Kathleen Laurin
20 Manitou Ter.
Manitou Springs, CO 80829-
1742
Richmond Raft Co.
¢/o Stuart Bateman
11048 Warwick Blvd.
Newport News, VA 23601

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435
River Touring Section
¢/o Patrick Murphy
411 E. Las Flores Dir.
Altadena, CA 97001
Rockin “R”

1405 Gruene Rd.
New Braunfels, TX 78130-
3334
Sebago Canoe Club
¢/o Richard Schneider
1751 67th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11204
SierraClub Alaska
¢/o Jack Hession
241 E. 5th Ave. #205
Anchorage, AK 99501
SierraClub LornaPrieta
¢/o Dave Kim
3309 Oxford Lane
San Jose, CA 95117
SierraClub RTS
¢/o Lynne Van Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

SierraNevada WW Club
¢/o Charlie Albright
7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506
Texas Whitewater Assoc.
Box 5429
Austin, TX 78763
Three Rivers Paddling Club
¢/o Paul Kammer
400 6th St.
Beaver Falls, PA 75870
Tight Skirt Sprayskirts
P.O. Box 8
Ohiopyle, PA 15470
Toledo River Gang
¢/o Mike Sidell
626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551
Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 5771
Winston-Salem, NC 27113
U. of Maine at Machias
Library
9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654
University of Tennessee
Student Activities Office
343 University Center
Knoxville, TN 37996

resources. You can help.

Name:

Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
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Valdez Alpine Club
¢/o Andrew Embick
P.O. Box 1889
Valdez, AK 99686
West Virginia Wildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 8413
S. Charleston, WV 25303
Western CarolinaPaddlers
¢/o Chris Newcomb
Route 1, Box 522
Candler, NC 28715
Wildcat Canoe Club
¢/o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032
Zoar Outdoor
P.O. Box 245
Charlemont, MA 01339

Your $20 member-

ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Plus--every
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Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscriptionto American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety. ,

Address:

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464
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EnD NOTES

An insulted Gary relinquishes spot

Just theother day, agirl...I mean
lady...| mean awoman paddler called me
an anachronism.

Naturally, | wasinsulted.

"Hel," | said."l don't evenlook
likeaspider."

Sinceshejustlaughedin myface,
| figgered maybel had mistook her mean-
ing. So | looked up theword.

"..out d time..outdated...” the
dictionary read.

| didn't fed so bad, them. | d-
waysfiggered | wasjust asold-fashioned
kindd guy.

But I've got to confess--oldfash-
ioned boaterslike me are a dying breed.
It's damned hard to impress modern
girls..l meanladies..| meanwomenwhen
you're not politically correct. Conse-
quently-our rate d reproduction is way
down.

Now| knowal ot o you™ enlight-

ened" paddlersmight applaud that pros-
pect.

"Getridd old Gary and hisilk! It
would be good for the sport!*

Well, okay then. I'll relinquish
my spot in End Notesthisissue. Bill Hay
will take my place. And who knows—if
you "modern" paddlers have your way,
maybe Phil Donahue can write the next
column.

Help save civilization...
Don't clean your airbags

By BILL HAY

It's been arough fall. There has
been norainin the Eat forcingthou-
sandsd boatersonto the Gauley and
Ocoee. My paddling lifehasbeen rough,
too. Recently, on the Gauley, | destroyed
thebow d my boat doing enders. That
wasthesameday | carried an open boat
in at Panther Creek.

| know, | know. Such behavior
isinexcusable. Interestingly, however,
the broken boat |ad to anew scientific
discovery.

Beforedoing arepair, | took out
theair bags. | noted that they were
encrusted with athick, dippery, brown
substance, so | decided to clean them.
First, however, | began to wonder about
the biological characteristicsd this
browndime.

Beingd the samescientific
ability asJerry Fawell, | decided |
needed an expert. So, | called abiologist
friend d mineand he gracioudy agreed
todoalabanalysisd thebrowndime
for me. | sent a sampleover.

Thelab report arrived several
dayslater. " The specimenconsstsd
90%dehydrated primordial coze, 5%
human sweat smelling d abject terror,
and 4%other noxioussubstanceswhich
discretion prohibitsdetailingfurther.
Theremainingl26onsistsd tracesdf

neoprene, polypropylene, athlete's foot
fungus, peanut butter, and cheddar
cheese. What toxic wastedump did this
samplecomefrom?*

| could account for dl d this
except thefirst ingredient. What, for
heaven's sake, was" dehydrated
primoridal ooze?' A quick call to my
scientist friend cleared thingsup.

"Wadl, Bill, dehydrated primor-
dial oozeis, to put it smply, the stuff
fromwhichal lifeevolved. Itisthe
dried form d thebasic building blocks
d life. It consistsd’ theaminoacids
fromwhich all proteinsevolved. It
containsdl theingedientsfor the
development d morecomplex formsd
life, likesquirt boaters.

"Mixturessimilar to thishave
been concocted and used in laboratory
experimentsfor years'" he continued.
"But yoursseemsto have occcurred
naturally."

"Why isit sodippery?'|
wondered.

"Wdl, the cozeitsdf isencased
in aprotectivecoveringd immense
strength. That iswhat isso dippery. We
semany examplesd protectivedevices
that aredippery."

Thisfact had profound meta-
physical implications.

"Doesthedime haveany
ecological significance?'| alsoinquired.

"Certainly; given the human
race's potential to completely destroy
lifeon thisplanet. In thecase d nuclear
holocaust, environmental collapse, or a
cosmicwhimper, promordial ooze
might well betheonly survivinglife
form. Complex lifewould then haveto
evolveanew.

"Wheredid you get this stuff?"
he asked innocently.

"Wdl," | mused, "on the
Gauley, Chest, Y ough, Payette, Boise,
Lochsa, Arkansas, James, Potomac...”

"Bill," hetried tointerrupt.

"New, Meadow, JohnsCreek,
Nolichucky, French Broad, Watauga,
LittleSalmon...”

"Bill...”

" North Anna, Passage Creek,
Tohickon, ShaversFork, Cranberry...."

Click.

Although my friendshipwith
the biologist wassomewhat strained by
thisconversation, he had impressed a
clear moral principleon my mind.
Never, ever clean theair bagsin your
boa The continued existenced the
planet Earthisat stake.



AWA T-Shirts...AWA river hats...Embroidered patches...waterproof decals

Wear your colors

Show yourself as a part of the AWA river
gang. All shirts are high-quality 50/50 cotton
blend while AWA hats are perfect for
concealing those just-off-the-river

hairstyles. Our patches are great for
recycling ripped jeans while waterproof
decals on the bottom of your boat demon-
strates your loyalties as you swim to shore.

Order your gear here

item cost size total
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (S,M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00112.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve (M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
AWA River Caps 8.00
AWA Embroidered patches 100
AWA Waterproof Decals .50
Please add 2.50 postage per order for shirts and hats total order

mail check to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

The complete reference of every whitewater river system in America

AWA National Whitewater River Inventor
New 7990 edition updated to include: | Order your !

‘River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers |
copy today! |

‘Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide |
Includes mileage, access points and whitewater rating —3

e ———

Printed copies available for $15 from AWA Whitewater Inventory, 136-13h St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also available for $7 on 5 1/4 inch floppy disc (requires /BMor ISM compatible computer with a hard drive and dBase 111

Please send me printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.
Total of §
Please send me copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory on floppy discs in dbase Wl at $7 each.
Total of §
Enclosed is $
Name:,
Street Address:
City:
State and Zip:
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