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| first met Jack at alocal paddling club
mesting, early in my kayakingcareer. He
wasquitean imposingsight. Hisjacket
wasfestooned with all sortsof awe-inspir-
ing patchesand pinsthat had been be-
stowed upon him by variousorgani zations
and agencies. Jack boasted of his
whitewater credentia's; he had graduated
from the Whitewater | and IT school sof-
fered by the AYH, he had variousand sun-
dry Red Crosscertifications, he had taken
innumerablelifesaving, CFR and advanced
first aid coursesand hewasan ACA certi-
fied whitewater instructor. Jack talked a
damned good game. | wasunderstandably
impressed with Jack

That wasback inthedaysbeforel
knew better.

My next encounter with Jack, a month
later on the Cheat River, wasarevelation. |
waspaddling with agroup o friends, most
of uswerenovices, so weweretaking our
timeand being careful. WWe came upon
Jack and hisparty in an eddy about haf
way downtheriver. Actudly describing
Jack'sgroup as"aparty" seemsa bit incon-
gruous, sincethey were having anything
but agoodtime.

Swimshead beentaken, paddleshad
beenlost, boats were being duct taped and
everyone wasshivering. A coupledf mem-
bersdo Jack's group had already started
thelong hike out of the Cheat Canyon. It
wasclear that Jack and hisfriendswere
totally intimidated by the river. Thisstruck
measodd, sincethey wereall outfitted
withgobsdf state of theart safety and res-
cue equipmentand they all had fancy
patchesand pinsontheir PFDs... justlike
Jack.

Eventhough most of thefolksinmy
group were neophytes, we offered to
paddleout withthem. We spent the rest of
the day chasinggear, boats, and terrified
boatersdowntheriver. It wasquitethe
Yad Sde. Jack and hiscompadresseemed
incapabledf helping themselves.

By theend of theday | had cometo
two conclusions. Thefirst wasthat, even
thoughJack and hisbuddieshad been
boatingalong time, they weren't very
good.

But then again, neither werewe. Nev-
ertheless, our group had agood day onthe
river. They did not.

Whichled to my second conclusion..
that Jack's biggest problemwasnot so
much hislack of ability, but rather hislack

And, unfortunately, incompetent.

I'm sure you've met some of these
peopletoo.

They collectfirst aid, safety andin-
structional certificationslikemagicalt o-
kens.

Surdly if they takeenoughfirst aid
courses, they won't panic when someone
getshurt. Surely if they take enough
safety courses, no onewill drownwhen
they areontheriver. And surely if they
havebeen certifiedtoinstructin
whitewater boating, they won't misstheir
roll at the bottom of Big Nasty. Un
fortunately, it just ain't so. Becausewhen
it comesto river running, badges, patches
andfancy piecesd paper are nosubsti-
tutefor experience,common senseand
guts. Somefolkshaveit, and somefolks
never will.

Over theyearslve had the privilege of
paddling with and, by observation,learn-
ingfrom somedf the best whitewater

of confidence. Thesad factisthat Jack
wasredlly frightened of whitewater. He
could hand roll in alake, but he could not
river roll in aclinch. He could demon-
strate aZ drag, but he could not effec-
tively nudgea runaway boat into an eddy.
He could diagram arapid, predictingthe
locationdof every eddy line, hydraulicand
bail, but he could not bring himself to
chaseaswimmer throughawavetrain
when he could not seethe pool at the bot-
tom.

| felt sorry for Jack. | redized that all
Jack's bragging, pins, patchesand creden-
tidlswerejust part of an elaboratedefense
mechanism... afutileattempt to mask his
insecuritiesand apprehensions.

Over theyears|'ve encountered alot
of other "experts' like Jack. Many were
"teaching" othersto boat. Otherswere
"leading" saf ety seminars.

They areanintenselot. Wdl meaning.

boaters inthe country... Mike Fentress,
Wic Waker, Rob Lesser, Jeff Snyder, Risa
and Woody Callaway... toname just afew.
Believe me, these people have expert cre-
dentids... though they may not be docu-
mented on piecesadf paper.

On the Upper Yough I've watched
John Reaganferry a hdf drowned swim-
mer toshore onthe brink of Nationa
Fdls. I'veseen Roger Zbd throw himsdf
intothe maw at Lost and Foundto deliver
apetrified kayaker from certaindeath on
theface of TombstoneRock. They
weren't wearingany ornate patchesand
they didn't use any elaborate equipment.
They relied upon their strength, skill and,
most importantly, their personal willing-
nesstolay it onthelinefor someonein
trouble.

So now we havecometo the portion
of thiseditorial that isgoingto get meinto
trouble. If | had any sense | would stop
right now.
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But, what the hell! Sometimesa man's
got to do what a man knowshe probably
shouldn't do. So, heregoes!

Inan editorialinthelatest issue of
Paddler, Jeffrey Y eager, the Executive Di-
rector o the American Canoe Association,
defendsthe ACA whitewater instruction
certification process, sayingthat " certifica-
tionasan ACA instructor iswidely ac-
cepted asa credibleindicationd a
person's paddling and teachingskills.”

Widl, | hateto disillusionyou, Mr.

Y eager, but not wherel live. Therearetoo
many ACA instructorsout therelike Jack,
who sat through the requisite course...

held on classthree water... but who can
not competently paddle classfour
whitewater and aretotally incapable of ne-
gotiating classfive.

Mr. Yeager arguesthat " crediblena
tional certification" likethat offered by the
ACA wiill"safeguard the public”.

WAEL.. maybe.. But that dependson
what we mean by "credibl€". That depends
on who wiill set the standardsand how
strictly they will be enforced. And that de-
pendson whether the processwill be so
"credible" that truly expert boaterswill
bother to takethe timeto completethe
process.

1993: Our 29th year under the same ownership & management

Miohawk Canoes

QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

MOHAWKS NEW VIPERS

WINNER 1992 OPEN CANOENATIONALS
Men's Short Boat Slalom Royalex Class.

Two high performance whitewater playboats that experts will love, but
forgiving enough for many novices to paddle. Extremely dry, quick to

accelerate, superb maneuverability and beautiful styling. Steep creeks,
big water, side-surfing, tight technical rivers - THESE BOATS DO IT ALL.

Consideringthe current state of theart
of paddlesports, | personalywould ques-
tion any standardsthat certify individuals
asinstructorsand/or saf ety expertswho
can not confidantly and safely paddleclass
V water.

Now | redlly wouldn't have paid much
attentionto all of this, except for thefact
that Mr. Y eager announced, in the same
editorial, that the ACA hasreceiveda
$63,000grant fromthe Coast Guard to ex-
pand their instructional program. They
plan to use part of thismoney to hireafull
timedirector of instruction and safety.
Sincethat's my tax money, | hopethey
choosewisdy. Becausetherearealot of
"experts’ out therewith excellent " creden-
tids'. FolkslikeJack.

Thi sisn't thefirst grant the ACA has
received fromthe Coast Guard. Some of
thismoney was used to producel egiti-
mate, abeit basic, whitewater safety films.
But some of it wasused to enlightenus re-
garding mattersthat seemto meabit less
than profound.

Likethefact that we should wear our
life preserverswhen we paddle Gore Can-
yon. And that we should not stand upin
our canoeson the Gauley. Or drink acase
of beer beforewe start down the Green

NOTED PADDLERS CHOOSE VIPERS!!!
"The Viper 11 has greater control, better acceleration and gets me
into smaller eddies than any boat I've ever paddled.
— David **Psycho™* Simpson (Steep Creek Pioneer)

"The mest agile playboat I've ever paddled.
— Jeff Richards (Winner 1992 Ocoee Rodeo)
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Dont get mewrong. | don't haveany-
thing against the ACA; over theyears
they've donealot of goodwork. And |
supposethereisaplacefor formalized
whitewater instruction and
"credentiaing”. Alot of folkslikeJack
take comfortinthe process. | do get con-
cerned when somedf theselessthan com-
petent individual susethese" credentials'
to assumepositionsd leadershipwithin
the whitewater community.

I'll grantthat atruly "credible" certifi-
cation of professionalsmight be
desireable. Althoughit seemsto methat
the ACA and the Coast Guard should give
someserious considerationtothelega
ramificationsof such professional
credentialing. Forinstance, who might be
held responsible when one of these" certi-
fied" professional instructorsmakesamis-
takethat leadsto a seriousinjury to one of
hisor her students?

But, irrespective of what the ACA
does, let's be honest. Intheend, theriver
wiill determinewho the expertsare. And
theriver doesn't givea damn about fancy
diplomasand patchessewn on PFDs,

Bob Gedekoh

OUTFITTING BUILT AND
DESIGNEDBY FRANK HUBBARD
ThighStraps sLacing Kits sSaddles sKnee Pads

— Now Available In Kit Form —
Separady o Factory Ingdled in Manank Whitewater Playboats

Mohawk Canoes

- 963 N. Hwy. 427, Lon

MODEL LENGTH BEAM DEPTH APPROX. WT.
VIPER W 11'6” 26.25 15.50 4
VIPER 12 12'6" 27.25 15.50 49
XL11 114" 2 15 45
XL 13 13'3" 30 15.5 55
XL 14 143" 32.5 15.5 80
XL 15 15'4" 35 155 (65]

FL 32750, (407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292
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Boat Alone?

Dear Editor,

It hasbeenan interesting
year for afew of my friendson
theriver. Onefriend broached
under Second Helpingonthe
Ocoee. He waspaddlingwitha
companionwho had taken a
swimout of hisC-1 at Broken
Nosejust upriver. Inthe
searchfor thelost paddle, my
friend suddenly found himsdf
droppingover theledgeside-
waysontoarock. Asaresult
hewasthere by himsdlf, under-
water, out of sight, with only
thear pocket formed fromwa-
ter rushingover hishead d-
lowing himto breathe. Ac-
cordingt~hisstory, it was
over five minutes beforeany-
oneevenredized hewasthere.

Onthesameriver the
weekend beforeanother friend
pinned/broached hisboat just
above Double Suck ineasy

classll water. Inthi s case, the
boat folded, breakingmy
friend'sleg. Not fully redizing
what had happened, he popped
hisspray skirt to escapethe
boat, only tofind himsdf
trappedin asinking boat. Un-
der water infast current, he
was unableto breatheand
mentally began to preparefor
death. Fortunately he wasnot
aone. Hispaddlingcompan-
ionwasabletowadeto him
and hold hishead abovewater
until thefour or five other pad-
dlersneeded to work his boat
out of thepinarrived. In both
cases complacency wasapri-
mary contributorto the acci-
dent.

Th s past weekend | had
the pleasured enjoyingagreat
trip to the Upper Yough and
Gauley on Festival weekend.
On both rivers,| observed
boaterspaddling alone. Mogt
everyonewould agreethatitis
hard to be aloneon the Gauley
or the Yough on Festival week-
end, butit only takes oneto

13077 HWY 19W BRYSON

WHITEWATER CATALOG

800 367-3521

FAX 704 488-2498

WHITEWATER GEAR (€ MORE!) FROM THE EXPERTS

CITY,

N

28713

three minutesto drown. When
you areaone, no oneiswatch-
ing for you and time passes
very quickly. Oncesomeone
noticesa boater in trouble,
how long doesit taketo set up
rescue on big, technical
whitewater? Eventhat week-
end our group of four kayaks
wasoften separated by several
minutesfrom other boaters
(until wetried to play insome
little holeor surf any wave).
Paddlingaloneisthe ultimate
complacency.

My concernover thisissue
ispart selfishand part benevo-
lent. Partly | believethatthi s
sort of behaviorisGod'splan
for natural selection. My self-

| ishinterestisthat if boaters

continueto exhibit behavior
which contributesto near
drowning, injury and death,
that our discussionsaf river
rightswill be changedto wor-
riesover river legidation, and
I will not be ableto paddlethe
good stuff. Governmentsare
good at nothingif not over re-

~actionsand protecting us from

ourselves. Just ask the Friends
of the Yough. My benevolent
wishisthat wedl continueto
havethe right to paddiewhen
and wherewe want, to take
chanceswefed wecan
handle. andto taketherisks
that both makethe sport fun
and perhapsdeadly. To keep
theserightswherewe have
them now, we must exhibit
and emphasize responsible be-
havior and awarenessd the
fearsand perspectivesd those
not familiar with our sport. It
would be disappointingfor the
effortsof AWA intheareaof
river rightsto be eroded by
complacent attitudesand irre-
sponsiblebehavior on our riv-
ers.

Anonymous
Atlanta

Editor's Reply

For reasonsthat are well
Fnown to my friends, | have
decided not to say much
about thisinteresting letter.
Instead | have asked our
safety expert, Charlie
Walbridge to comment onthe
risks of boating alone. How-
ever, | cannot resist the
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LETTERS.... ...

temptation to point out that
iNAWA’s recent survey of the
last 100 whitewater canoe

| and kayaking fatalities, only

4 involved solo paddling.
WALBRIDGE REPLIES

Dear Anonymous,

Thanksfor aninteresting
letter. Unfortunately, safetyis
not always a matter of distin-
guishing black fromwhite.
Boating with othersisa wise
precaution, but not a guar-
antee of safety. You've
pointed out that, evenina
group, paddlierscanfind
themselvesin serioustrouble.
We'd all probably be even
“safer” running only classl
rapids, or better yet, staying
at home and watching TV
football. While your concern
isextremely reasonable,
there arefew paddlers who
have never bent various
commonsenserules. The
trick isto be sure that such
“shortcuts” don't lead to di-
saster.

Safety "rules" are guide-
lines which wefollow to
minimize risk. Paddling
aloneis dangerous because
thereis no backupinthe
event of trouble. Few of us
are s0 good that we don't
need the help occasionally.
Paddling witha group
means that assistancewill be
nearby, reducing some d the
risks of river running. But
someriversare so difficuli
that rescueisnot a sure
thing, and paddlers aretruly
"ontheir own" inmajor
drops. At other timesa runis
well below a paddier's proven
ability and the chance of a
mishapisminimal. Deciding
to runsoloineither of these
circumstancescertainly in-
creases the seriousness d the
trip. But ¢ done properly, the
chance of misfortuneis mini-
mal.

When ignoring a rule as
basic asthe one recommend-
ing group travel, paddlers
must be careful tofollow the
other recommendations of
the AWA Safety Code. Their
physical condition must be
excellent, and their gear
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LETTERS

must beingood repair. The
river must withintheir abil-
ity and, zopefully, familiar to
them. Weather and water
conditions must befavorable,
and most important, the
boater'slevd o alertness
must beturned up toits high-
est level. A mishap might be
fatal, and will almost cer-
tainly resultinlost gear. The
decisiontorunariver alone
isakintoadecisiontoruna
very difficutt rapid witha
group. Both are calculated
risks of the most serious
kind, since they leavealmost
no marginfor error.

| have tried, but never
much enjoyed, solo paddling.
Onthe few occasionsthat I've
paddied a river by myself the
added stressmadethetrip
uncomfortable,and there
was no one along to sharethe
fun. Nonetheless, itisa
unigue challenge that may
appeal to other properly pre-
pared boaters. Complacency
Isreally one of the greatest

| Presents

e L
T

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Big Sandy
HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min.

hazard for any experienced

Whitewater Dancer If

Thisvideo hasit all! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hot wave and hole surfing,Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

boater. Analert, prepared ex-
pert @ ofter. safer by himself
than the group boater who
isn’t paying attention. For all
paddlersthetask of deciding
of where, when, what, and
withwhomto run i Svery
personal, | fear theefforts o
government agencies and
other self-appointed experts
who would make these deci-
sionsfor us.

CharlieWalbridge
AWA Safety Chairperson

Tothe Editor:
| wasintroducedto your
magazinethisyear by the sales
peopleat Mountain Gear in
Spokane, Washington. | was
very impressed by a number of
thi rgs your magazinepre-

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of specialinterestto clubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon ‘90
Get into The Grand Canyon.
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

See the big drops and an

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork at

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022,2031693-8750

sented that othersdid not,
mainly a magazineabout and
for kayakers. Thefact that you
touted river conservationasa
mainfocusjust addedtoitsap-
peal. Havingjust returned
fromwhat | consider to bethe
ultimateriver trip, 20 daysin
the Grand Canyon on the Colo-
rado, | wasquitedismayed to
read"It's No Fic-A-Nic Boo
Boo... AY dlowstoneAdven-
ture'. By the very printingof

thi s articleyou promotetheil-
legal usedf this river. Though
your circulationmay not be

| large, therewill bethosewho

readthi s articleand makethe
connectionthat itisokay to
runthisriver, aslongasyou
don't get caught. Arent weas
aprominent member of the
boating community respon-
siblefor livingwithin the regu-
lationsthat are set forth, even
if wedon't likethem. Andif
wecan't livewith them,
shouldn't wetry tochange
them throughlegitimate
means, and not by promoting
renegade boaterswho choose
todirtydl our names. | cer-
tainly hopethat you will use
better judgementin the pub-
lishing of upcomingarticlesof
thi s natureand may "Thomas"
bejailedthe next time heintro-
ducesnew boaterstothe
Y elowstone!

Seeyd ontheriversinthe
Wes,

Doug England

Tri-Cities, Washington

Editor's Reply:

IFI believed that the Park
Servicehad legitimateenvi-
ronmental concerns that led
themto prohibit kayaking on
the Yellowstone, | certainly
would not encourageanyone
to violate their regulations. |
treasure Yellowstone Park
too, and do not wish to seeit
harmed. But the Park Service
has nhever presented any con-
vincing ecologicjustification
for their regulations.

Prominent western boat-
ershavetried for a number
of yearsto negotiatean ac-
cessagreement with park of-
ficials, but they have refused
to cooperate.

| suspect that the Park
Servicewill never changeits
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palicy unlessthereisintense
publicand political pressure
fromthe boating community.
But theonly way to mobilize
boatersinregard to thisissue
is to educate them about the
spectacular whitewater on
the Yellowstone River... ie. tO
kt themknow what ihey are
missing.

If people like Thomas
didn't take othersdown the
river, and if people like
Marcus Whiting didn't write
zbout these clandestinetrips,
and if I didn’t publishthese
articles, most boaterswould
tfrot know or careabout the
YellowstoneRiver. Then,the
Park Service could haveits
way forever.

| just wish| knew who
Thomas was. Maybel could
ttalk himinto taking me
along on hisnext forbidden
2XCUTSTON.

Bob Gedekoh

EVENTS/ RELEASES

CALENDAR NEEDED

Dear Sir

I am writing to makeasug-
gestionfor acolumnin your
magazine. | lovereadingtrip
reportson dam rel easer uns
but feel frustrated sometimes
when oneiswithin driving dis
tance (which isanywhereon
theeast coast) and | didn't
know about it. Asanew
boater I'm just getting intothe
loop. My local club, CCA, lists
damreleasestreamsinthe
Washington, D.C. area, but not
outsidethe mid-Atlanticarea
Sowhat I'd loveto seein your
magazinewould bea calendar
type columnthat listed upcom-
ing dam releases. I'm sure
most people on your staff
know what's coming up. If not
you could request theinfo
fromyour readers. Thisnew
column could be especidly
helpful to old-timers,if
relicensingcreates new recre-
ational releases. | hopeyou
takethis into consideration.

Sincerely,
Rob Theodore
TakomaPark, Maryland




...the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraft!

NO HARD PARTS!

First made for video boats on the Tully River
in Australia in 1986, the SHREDDER has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat- |

water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch "%
their limits...hole punching and &
wave surfing] S8

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy
I_duty” does not mean

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
18" x 28°| The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for

a bulky frame. Have

been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in

Pennsylvania.......98%

\ domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES..... — -
** floor *» D-rings ** rope
*¢ splash screen = '
p foot stirrups Air tight Inﬂatables
SHREDDERS * RAFTS
STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS + ACCESSORE
* length=12'4" e« color = black
* width = 58" * weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - 329~ 8663

- - M
* tube diameters available = 18.5", 20", 21 Box 36 Ohiopyle, Pa 13

* neoprene/nylon

ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $980.00 & UP
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LETTERS
Editor's Reply

| wholeheartedlyagree
that such a column would be
awelcome addition to Ameri-
canWhitewater. | try to pub-
lishasmuchinformation as
possibleabout release dates,
and also about various
whitewater events sponsored
by local clubs, etc. Unfortu-
nately | don't get as many
announcementsas you might
expect, and, more often than
not, they comeintoolateto
beincluded inthe appropri-
ateissue.

Mo readersdon't under -
stand that, becausethisisa
small low budget publication
produced by volunteers, our
deadlines precede our publi-
cationdateby at leasta
month and a Baff. That
means, for instance, that the
deadlinefor thisissue was
November 15.

Sometimes folks get nad
at us becausethey think we
intentionally ignored their
announcements, when, in
fact, wereceived themtoo
latefor publication.

Wewill continue to publi-
cize releasesand eventsas ||
much as possible... all we ask
i sthat sponsorsand those 7
theknow' send their
annoncements at |least two
months inadvance.

SUPPORT AWA NOW!

Dear Editor:

| just receivedand re-
viewed AWA’s Financial Re-
view and Quarterly Update.
Impressive. Vay impressive.
The American Whitewater Af-
filiation continuestoincrease
conservationawareness, stay
ahead of budget and, mostim-
portantly, protect (and even
RECLAIM) whitewater rivers.

Perhapsmost amazingis
that dlthi s work isdone by
VOLUNTEERS Thejourna
you are now readingisedited ||
and produced on avolunteer
basis. The Gauley and Ocoee
Fegtivaswhich produced
nearly $47,000for conservation
effortswere produced by vol-

unteers. Read any issuedf the
AWA journal and you will wit-

nessthe access, conservation,

saf ety and lobbyingeffortsput
forth by thisoutstanding orga-
nization.

Theonly disturbingpiece
of informationin the Quarterly
Updatewasthedeclinein
membership. Duesfromen-
lightenedmembersremain
AWA’s |argest and most impor-
tant source of revenue. Every
kayaker, rafter and open
boater | know complainsabout
dams, accessproblems, etc.
Whilethey are whining, the
AWA staff of VOLUNTEERSIs
sacrificingtheir eveningsand
weekendsfor therest of us.

If your membershiphas

| lapsed, writeacheck today.
| Purchasemembershipsfor you

paddling buddiesthi s Chrigt-
mas; buy onefor your G2 com-
paniononVaentinesDay. The
AWA istruly thevoiced al
paddiers;itisOUR organiza-
tion. If youandall your river
friendscontributea FRAC-
TION of what the AWA staff
contributes,wewill be assured
of quality whitewaterfor the
rest o ourlives.

Special thanksto Risa
Cdlaway, Rich Bowers, Phyllis
Horowitz, Bob Gedekoh, Pope
Barrow, Susan Gentry and Jim
Scott and the entireextraordi-
nary AWA crew!

Sincerely,
Mark White
Salt LakeCity, Utah

Editor'sReply:
Now thisisthekind f let-

| ter that makes my day.
| Thanks for the complements,

Mark.

Volunteerssurely do
spend anincredibleamount
o time making the AWA a po-

| tent, productiveorganiza-

tion. And we do get frus-
trated that S0 many boaters
areunwilling to"put their
money wheretheir mouths
are"'. Weunderstand that
theseare hard times for some
of our members; but the $20
member ship fee certainly
isn't all that much, especially
sinceit includessixissuesd
thismagazine.

Wetry to keep our solici-
tation of membersto a mini-
mum. Anumber of the
larger conservation organi-
zationstowhich | belong
start sending me member-
ship renewal forms within
three months of my annual
donation. Thesemailings
continueat monthly inter-
vals; | éffer wonder what
percentage of their budgetis
spent on solicitation.

The AWA Board hasre-
Sgted thistypeof fund rais-
ing; so when your receivea
renewal noticefromus, it re-
allyistimeto renew. Send-
ing several renewal "remind-
ers' wastesour preciousre-
sources, pleasedon't ignore
our initial noticeand please
don't let your membership
lapse.
And, of course, asa vol-
unteer organization, we
don’t just need money. As
piring writersareneeded to
fill the pagesd thismaga-
Zine, politically concerned
boatersare needed to work
om a number of local and na-
tional issues and, of course,
we always need volunteersto
work at thefestivalsand ro-
deos.

If your have thetime or
theenergy to help, check the
addresseslisted at the begin-
ning o eachissueand drop
theappropriateeditor, re-
gional coordinator or conser-
vation director a line. Well
be happy to put you to work.

AWAMNOC
CONNECTION

QUESTIONED

Totheeditor,

Hatsoff tothe recentarticle
about the Talulah. However |
could not help but noticethat
dl o theboaters, regardlessof
the organization they wererep-
resenting-had on N.OC. bibs.
What gives? Are ANA surveys
beingturnedintofreeadvertis-
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ingfor outdoor retailers?

With only twelve boaters
nvolved inthetestr un, the
bibsseem morelikeachance
for somefreeadvertisingthan
for "recognitiondf fellow pad-
ders'.

Pleaseexplain.

Sincerely,

Steve Edwards

Rome, Georgia

Editor's reply:

According to Rich Bow-
ers, our Conservation Direc-
tor, thefolksfromN.O.C.
wereincluded inthe
Tallulah run at the request of
the power company... not the
AWA. The power company
apparently felt that the
N.O.C. safety expertisewould
be anasset, and, according to
Rich, they wereright. The
N.O.C. folksturned out to be
strong, productivemembers
o theteam. The power com=
pany alsoinsisted uponthe
bibs, 0 that they could iden-
tify the boatersf roma dis-
tance.

By the way, | went back
and reviewed the pictures.
Ononly one of the six pic-
tureswe published could |
decipher the N.O.C. logo.

| visited the N.O.C. once,
for about fifteer. minutes, ten
yearsago. It seemed likea
nice place.

Hateto disappoint you...
but.. no conspiracy herel

Bob Gedekoh
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PURPOSE...:..

The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our mission isto conserve
America’s whitewater resources
and to enhance opportunitiesto
safely enjoy them.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isanational
or ganization with a member ship
of over 3000 individual
whitewater boating enthusiasts
and moret han 100 local
paddling club affiliates.

EDUCATION: Through publica-
tion of the magazine, American
Whitewater, and by other means, the
AWA providesinformationand educa
tion about whitewater rivers, boating

Don't be sticky...

Let $20 find a holein your pocket;

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
fo American Whitewater.. B § Bo®st semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

river

| safety, technique, and equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acomplete nationd inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetoloca groups, workswith
government agencies,and —when
necessary — takeslegd actionto pre-
vent river abuse.

EVENTS AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation,including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Ten-
nesseeand theannual Gauley River
Fedtival in West Virginia, thelargest
gatheringdf whitewater boatersinthe
nation.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling
safety, publishesreportson
whitewater accidents,and maintains
both a uniform national ranking sys-
temfor whitewater rivers(theInterna-

Plus--every

| tiona Scaled Whitewater Difficulty)

aswell asaninternationally recog-
nized whitewater safety code.

RIVER ACCESS:. Toassurepublic
accessto whitewater riversAWA ar-
rangesfor river accessthrough private
landsby negotiationor purchase,
seeksto protect theright of public
passage on al riversand streamsnavi-
gableby kayak or canoe, and resists
unjustified restrictionson government-
managed whitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis-
souri non-profit corporationlawsin
1961 and maintainsitsprincipal ra | -
ingaddressat FO Box 85, Phoenicia,
NY 12464. The phone numberis914
688-5569. AWA istax exempt under
section501(c)(3) of thelnternal Rev-
enue Code.

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes | want tojoin the ANWA and receivea subscriptionto American Whitewater . I'veenclosed my taxdeductible
contribution of $20.00($25 Canada, $30 over seas) to help conser ve our whitewater resour cesand promoteriver safety.

THAATIE,

———

Address,

— —————

—

| would liketo make an additional contributionto AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project as indicated below.

AWA member ship dues
WDP contribution............
Total amount

Mail to AWA. 120, Box 85, Phoenicia
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MY

| would beinterested in workingas an AWA volunteer.

|20



Numerous Rafting Fatalaties Mar '93
Season

Seven Perish in Kayaks
The 1993 Whitewater Accident Summary

by Charlie Walbridge
AWA Safety Chairperson

Until | started compilingthisreport to-
gether | hadthefedlingthat it had beena
reasonablysafeyear for river runners. De-
spite high water level sthroughout the
country"only" seven kayakersdrowned.
Thisisdightly below average. Thereare
three canoeaccidentsin my files, totalling
fivefataities. All were caused by inexperi-
ence, two specifically by carel essness
around low-head dams. But what caught
me by surprisewasan unexpectedlylarge
number of rafting deaths, totalling twenty!
I've knownfor sometimethat many West-
ern stateshaveasignificant number of ac-
cidentseachyear involvinginflatables
which the paddling community never
hearsabout. | suspect that theaccountsin
my handsarejust thetip o theiceberg;
the real numbersmay wel be muchlarger.

Previousissues of American
Whitewater described fatalitieson the
Futeleufu in Chile, the Middle Fork of the
Snoqualomie in Washington, and the Ar-
royo Vdlein Californiaduringthefirst
three monthsof the year. Later areport
surfaced of aJanuary mishap on Tonto
Creek,aclassIIIrunin Centra Arizona
Loca boatersconsider thisrun small and
tight. It's normally r un at 500-1500 cfs, but
1993wasawet year in Arizona Theday of
the accident the river wasrunningat
20,000cfs, anear flood levd. Thetwo
boatersputin on Rye Creek, atributary
which entersjust abovea narrow gorge.
Withinminutesof hitting Tonto Creek
both were swimming, after being
cartwheeled in ahole. One man madeit to
shore. Thebody of thevictim, Wedey
Hal, wasrecoveredtwo dayslater amost
ten milesdownstream. The condition of
the body suggestsa flush drowning.

Thescene now shiftseastward. On
March 11agroup of kayakerswereat-
tempting Section IV of the ChatoogaRiver
in Georgia The gauge read 2.0', a moder-
ately highlevd. The group wasexperi-
enced, but most were not familiar with the
river. Troublestruck at the beginning of
the ClassIV-V "Five Fals' Section. Mike
Wilsonran Entrance Rapid way toofar left

| and flippedinalargehole. It's believed he

hit his head thereand wasstunned by the
impact. After afew wesak roll attempts
both heand hisboat drifted, upsidedown,
mto Corkscrew Rapid.

Rescuingan unconsciouspersonin
pushy classIV-V rapidsisextremdly diffi-
cult. Onemember of the party reached the
victim's boat and attemptedtoflipit u p
right, but had to eddy out to avoid being
washed into the drop below. Thegroup
gave chase, but had to move cautiously be-
caused thedifficulty of the rapids. An-
other personranthe next drop, but be-
came caught in aholefor several minutes.
Thevictim, still in hisboat, washed
through Crack-in-theRock, Jawbone,and
Sockem-Dograpids. Therest of group,
paddlingthe poolsand portaging the
drops, found the kayak upright in an eddy
below, empty, but with thesprayskirtstill
attached. The body wasrecovered ashort
distancedownstream.

TheBlizzard of '93 brought several
feet of snow to the mountainsof West Vir-
ginia, and riversthereran at near flood
level sthroughout March. On March 26 the
Potomac wasat fifteen feet, afoot below

flood stage, turning a classII-1II float into
awild, bigwaterrun Four peopleina
single 11 foot raft entered the
Shennandoah at Millville, West Virginia
which wasal so extremely high. Just below
the confluencewith the Potomacthe raft
capsizedin ahugewave. All handswore
lifevestsand had some whitewater expe-
rience, but their tiny craft wasno match
for such hugewater. This, combined with
theimmensewidth of theriver and the
lack of a backup boat, set thescenefor a
tragedy. Two peopleeventualy managed
to swimto shore; the rest were swept
downstream for miles. They werespotted
by law enforcement personnel at dusk; a
helicopter wascalled, and the downdraft
wasused to blow the raft to shore. One
man, Craig Gibson, wasin bad shapeand
later died; the othersweretreated for hy-
pothermiaand rel eased.

March 31saw agroup of inexperi-
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enced youngstersget into moretrouble
than they bargainedfor on Catskill Creek
Althoughthe temperaturewas60 degrees
and theweather sunny, the river wasr un
ning bank-full and most of the ground was
still covered with snow. The party con-
sisted of six high school kids inthreeca-
noes. Jeans and work bootscomprised the
uniformof theday; nolifevests, flotation,
or cold weather gear wasused. Withina
haf mile one of the boatswrapped. Two
boysweretrapped for sometime, and it
took the State Policeawhileto effecta
rescue. One boy drowned, the other was
hospitalizedfor hypothermia.
Despiteconsiderableeducation ef-
forts, Pennsylvaniareporteditsshare of
wild anticsaround dams. On April 18th
three paddlersintwo boatsreturnedtoa
low-head dam on Middle Creek afterr un
ningthecreek and carrying thedam ear-
lierintheday. One nan ranit success-
fully, but the second capsizedand was
caught inthe hydraulic. A third person
waded out to the victimand extended his
hand. Hewasyanked off hisfeetinto the
hydraulic. Eventuallythetwo were
flushed out. One person, Anthony Long,

wasunconsciouswith no breathing or
| pulse.

What's Up?

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
~"upon Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite hoating
spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "up" too! Find out for sure
where the best conditionsare by
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure.

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call toll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and rivet
gauge lists. We'll mail you details o i
you have a fax number handy, we'll far
you everything you need to call ouf
Waterline gauge phone right now fof
today's river levels

1-800-945-3376




SAFETY

Thethird member of the party started
CPR, and kept Long diveuntil rescueve-
hiclesarrived. For their questionable
judgement the trio was charged with negli-
gent operationof aboat by the Pa Fish
Commission.

On May 28thtwo fishermen, report-
edly fortifiedwithacohol, attemptedto
“jump” the 55 high Holtwood Damina
small powerboat. Both men died when
their boat crashedinto rocksat the base o
thedrop. Their bodieswererecovered a
week |ater.

Cdiforniastill possesesa number of
steep, unrun riverswith the potential for
multi-day tri ps. The dangersinvolved were
brought forcefully homewith the death of
Jaroslav Mach, a Czechimmigrant livingin
the San Francisco Bay area. Mach, onedf
thestrongest boatersinthestate, was part
o ateam of three expert kayakers looking
for afirst descent onthe North Fork of
TheMidde Ed, athirty milestretch flow-
ing out of the YdlaBolly Wildernesstothe
north. With gradientsin someareas ap-
proaching 200feet per milein a3000 foot
deep canyon,thi s wasclearly aserious un-
dertaking.

After adifficult bushwhack to the put-

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LIME OF GEAR FOR
CAMOES » KATAKS
RAPIDS » LAKES « OCEAMS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, ond Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYNPIKE. PENLLYN.PA 19422
E ?Iﬁﬁi%

inthegroupran a brief stretch of river and
camped for the night. They weremidway
through their second day when they en-
countered a steep, obstructed boul der
rapid. One member of the team banged
down arocky sneak; another preparedto
carry. Mach ran the middlechuteand
pinnedverticaly in afivefoot drop. The
spot wascompletely inaccessibleand res
cuewasout of the question. Mach
struggled, but could not work free.
Afterfour or five minutesthe pinned
kayak brokeloose, plunged over adown-
stream waterfall,and driftedintoa pool
upsidedownwith Mach stillinsideit. One
of hiscompanionsjumpedinto thewater,
grabbed the boat, and wrestled Mach free.
Hethen pulled hi monto amidstream
rock. CFR was begun and continued for
over an hour with no effect. Realizing that
Mach could not be revived, the two survi-
vorscarried hisbody wel abovethewa
terlineand placed himin hisdeeping bag.
They then stashed their boatson shore
and began a grueling (20 miles+) walkout,
camping at the top of thegorge. They met
Forest Service personnel the next day and
reported the accident. Thebody wasre-
covered thefollowingmorning by

helecopter.

Utah's Cataract canyon wasthescene
of three deathsthi s past summer. On April
27, withtheriver runningat 19,000 cfs, a
privateraft hit Little Niagara Rock, gect-
ing several passengers. One man
reboardedimmediately; another had to be
chased down. Thisput the party out of po-
sitionfor the next rapid, Satan's Gut. The
raft flipped ina huge pourover, puttingev-
eryoneinthewater agai n. One manswam
toshore; another clungto theraft,and a
third was washed downstream through
two morerapids. Other boatsin the party
gavechase, thevictimwasfoundfloating
inan eddy, face up, withno vita signs.
CPR wasinitiated but was unsuccessful.

On May 29,1993the Coloradoin Cata

| ract Canyon hadrisento67,700cfs. The

average peak flow is45,000 cfs; atthi s

leve theriver isextremely largeand
pushy. A motorizedtouring grouptravel-
ling down the Green River arrivedat the
confluence. They wereexpectedtoturn
upstreamat the Colorado River junction,
but apparently one boat became confused
and accidently motored past warning signs
into Cataract Canyon. Theboat, a19 jet
boat, capsizedinabig holein Little

Servingthe
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of thefamousGlider,
Viking, Swift, Tango and VVagabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and

Call today for our 40 pagebar gain-packedcatalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Td: 6191336 2444
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Niagara Rapid. No onewaswearinglife
vests, althoughthelone survivor managed
tograbaseat cushion and swamto shore.
Two othersare missingand presumed
dead. A commercia outfitter saw the
wrecked boat and notifiedthe Park Ser-
vice, who rescued thesurvivor early that
evening.

Stanley Hollister, 50, wasa noted
outdoorsman and " aquanaut who swam
riverswearing two wet suits, flippersand
amask. He had previoudy swum the Cata
ract Canyon successfully at the record
flow of 110,000cfs! OnJune 3, with the
river at 65,000cfs, he madeanother at-
tempt. Dedlining offersof helpfrom com-
mercial outfitters, he entered the canyon
aone. No onesaw what happened. His
body wasfound floatingin an eddy at the
base of Rapid 24. Therewasampleevi-
dencedf ahead injury which may have
contributed to hisdeath.

Colorado had a spate o raftingacci-
dentsthi s past summer.

Exceptfor asingleoutfitter's client, al
werereportedto be experienced boatmen.
May 26 saw a man drown after hisraft
flippedin Dead Cow Rapidson the Eagle
River. Although pulledin by asecond
boat, he didn't survive. Theother peoplein
hisboat ended up on amid-streamisland
and had to be rescued by volunteer
firefighters.

On May 30 a raft guideand kayak in-
structor drowned after hisraft capsizedon
the Colorado River near Glenwood
Springs. Inlate June another man died &f-
ter fallingout of acommerciallyguided
raft ontheArkansasRiver near Royd
Gorge. At the sametimeafourthman
drowned after overturningin Warm
Springs Rapid on the Yampa. Finaly,On
July 1, ariver guidefdl out of hisraft at
Pineview Fallson the Poudre River, made
it to shore, then collapsed. Detailson al
incidentsare sketchy; my mainsource of
infoisnewspaper clippingssent by AWA
regional coordinator Rick Alesch. High
water wasamgjor factor inall of thesein-
cidents.

June 14 saw Colorado'slone kayaking
fatality. A groupincluding Tennessean
Gary Stack., 43, was running the
Uncompagre River near Ouray, Colorado
asawarm-up for alater triponthe
Animas. Thisisasmall,trashy classIV-V
run which The Floater's Guideto Colo-
rado describesas " unpleasant looking”.
Evenat highwater there'slotsof rocks
and brush. Stacksbailed out of hisboat in
asteep rapid and probably hit hishead. A
linewasthrown towithintwofeet of him
but hedidn't react.

Heand hisboat floated almost amile,
then both washed into a bad strainer. His
group reacted quickly. One personflagged

downacar and rodetothesite dof the
strainer. With difficulty hegot onthelog
and pulled Stacksfree. Thevictimthen
floatedfreefor 30 yards until abystander
instreet clotheswadedinto theicy water
and got H mto shore. CFR wasstarted,
without success.

In Alaskajust south of Anchorage, a
single-boat raft party of fiveattemptedthe
Sixmile River onJune 6. Thelevel wasex-
tremely high; most other boatershad
stopped runningit. Helmetswerenot
used; only two membersdf the party had
wet or dry suits. Theraft flippedinan area
known as"The Waterfdls'. Three people
inthe party madeit to shore; afourth
clungto adliff for an hour beforebeing
rescued by firefighters.

Thevictim, Jonathan Hayes, was
caught in astrainer between hisraft and
thelog, head underwater. Two kayakers
who werein the areascouting another
river saw the mishapand initiated the res-
cue. They found one man dazed and dis-
oriented witha head injury. One kayaker
stayed with theinjured man whilethe
other continued downstream. Hefound
thevictim, pulled him free, and adminis-
tered CPR without success.

Heavy summer rainskept Wisconan's
Wadf River running much higher than
usualthi s year. This, combined with inex-
perience, resulted in two rent-a-raft fatali-
ties. Todd Watson died on July 31 follow-
ingaviolent upsetin8' high, ClassIV Big
Smokey Falls. Someonesaw hi mswim-
ming below the drop and extendeda
paddle, but he could not hold on. On June
27 David Dover waspart of achurch
group running theriver inrental rafts. En-
tering classIII Boy Scout Rapid, hisboat
becamestuck. He got out to help pushit
loose, and in the process hisfoot became
stuck between rocks. Severd peopletried
to keep hishead above water without suc-
cess; hislifejacket came off inthestruggle
tosavehislife. Locd raft rental companies
have been criticizedfor providinginad-
eguate talk-upsand tolerating drinking on
theriver. Ariverisnot an amusement
park, and needsto be treated with more
respect.

Dillon fallson Oregon's Deschutes
Riverisabad classVI drop on apopular
gradeII-III run. On July 9 agroup of two
men and three childrenin two cheaprafts
got lost on theway to the put-inand inad-
vertently launched upstream of thisdrop.
Their gear, though minima ,wassufficient
for the easy ClassII water they expected
to encounter. They ran thefalsdespite
huge"danger" signsposted on shore. Al-
though wearing "horsecollar” lifevests,
the adultsdid not survive. Thechildren
were washed out, battered and bruised.
Oneclungto an underwaterledgeon the
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riverbank for three hoursbeforebeing
pulled to safety. | can only guessthat their
low body weight relativeto theflotationin
their lifevestssaved their life.

The Upper, Upper Salt Riverin Ari-
zonaisaseriousstretch of classIv-v
whitewater flowing through the White
Mountain Apachereservationin Northern
Arizona. Theareahas been closedto boat-
ing by the Tribe becausedf numerousac-
cidents. Theflow was 200 cfs, well under
the 350-1500cfsrangeat which theriver is
normally attempted. Theriver wasex-
tremely rocky, and in one drop Kayaker
Jeff Berkenshaw broachedand pinned. A
linewasthrownto him, but, ashetriedto
get out of hisboat, hewassucked down
into an underwater cavern. Thegroup was
later cited by the Apache Tribefor illegd
boating.

TheSalt wasthesite of several other
drownings. On March 26 Dr. JamesWilson
and Dr. FnisTaylor, paddlinga canoe,
drowned whileattempting tor un aflood
control structurein Tempe, Arizona. Thi s
soundslikealow-headdam with a barrier
placed below thedrop to intensify the hy-
draulic. Theriver isoftendry at thistime
of year, but on that day wascarrying5,700
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SAFETY

cfs. Therest of theriverisClassl. Thepair
wasspotted goingover thedam by astate
highway employeewhocalled 911. The
pair's lifejacketswere ripped off the bod-
ies, making recoveryoperationsdifficult.
An accompanying canoe saw what hed
happened and wasableto reach shore
safely.

QuartziteFalls isthe biggest drop on
the Upper Salt River. On May 23rd the
river wasflowingat 1900 cfs, makingthe
drop asolid ClassVvith abig keeper hole
ontheleft. A loneraft carryingthree "ex-
perienced" paddlersgot caughtinthe hole.
One man wase€ ected, theother two, Cdli-
forniansRichard Panich and Jerry
Buckhold, held onto the boat and were
recirculated until they drowned. Although
theSaltisapopularrun, thisisthefirst
death atthi s site. | havetowonder if en-
tanglementwithlinesattached to the raft
might haveplayed a role. Thelonesurvivor
wastrappedfor two days until spotted by
a helicopter, whichwasin the areasearch-
ingfor the body of araft guidewho had
falenintothe water whiledeepingin his
boat the previousday. Alcohol consump-
tion could have playedaroleinthi s sec-
ondcalamity.

Theabovematerial ontheSalt, and the
Tonto Creek information, was kindly pro-
vided to me By Rob Reiterman, a Tempe
area paddler. Hespoketolocal boaters,
collected newspaper articles, and re-
searched flowsfor AWA.

On September4th it wasdeja vu on
North Carolinas popular NantahalaRiver.
Jason Allgood was paddlinga canoe when
hisboat capsized abovethefind drop of
NantahalaFdls. Floatingtheriverinthe
classic"feet-fird" position, hewasdriven
deep into the bottom holewhere hisfoot
became caught under aledge. Despitethe
desperateeffortsof boatersand NOC em-
ployees, he could not be saved. Atagline
offered the best chance of success, but |
suspect river traffic would have made
setupdffiaut.

for growing outdoor center. Respon-
shlefor overal rafting operationson 3
rivers, guide hiring and ongoing
training, record keeping and customer
service. Candidates should possess
extensverafting and trip leading
experienceon class |V rivers, strong
manageria and peopleskillsand
ability to work independently. Send
resumeand referencesto:

Zoar Outdoor, P O Box 245,

Charlemont MA 01339

O ————
RAFTING/RIVER MANAGER

Thisaccident isan erie repetition of
onewhichoccurredat thesane sitein
1990; examinationdf the runnout in low
water showed severa possibleentrap-
ment sites. Previoudy the undercutledge
had beenfilledwith stones. The Forest
Service, workingwithlocal outfitters,
filledthe creviceswith concretesoon af -
ter theincident.

Riverslikethe Nantahal apresent
uniquechallengesfor river managers.
Whileit's often desirableto correct some
dangerousconditions, it's quiteimpossible
tomakean entireriver risk free. Paddlers
must accept the responsibility to deal with
these dangersthemsalves; that's part of
the challenge which makesriverssointer-
esting. Wed so notethat theclassic swim-
ming position, whilegenerallya good ides,
may pose problemsinsteep drops. Tuck-
ingintoa ball, or even bendingyour legs,
may reducetherisk of foot entrapment.
Under no circumstances should asvim-
mer consider standing up in deep, fast cur-
rent.

Lastly, on October 9 Jason Campbell,
amaintenanceemployeedf araft outfit-
ter, died onthe Russall Fork River while
attemptingtorunit with someaf hisco-
workers. ThisclassVrunisprobably the
most seriousrafting adventure'inthe
East. Themgjor rapidsaresteep, techni-
cal, and studded with undercut rocks Any
swim here must be considered life-threat-
ening. After their raft flippedin Maze
Rapid, Campbell wasswept under arock
and becameentangledin the debriscol-
lectedthere. Histwo co-workersswamto
safety, and, assisted by others, workedfor
overthirty minutestofree him.

Theyear wasnot without its positive
moments. Severa savesweremadeas
boatersreacted quickly to an assortment
of dangeroussituations.

Greg Williamsreported an unusual
rescueon the Knife River near Duluth,
Minnesotaon April 3. Hisgroup came
around abend only tofind anicedam; the
first boater ran up on theice; thesecond
broached and the paddler wassucked un-
derneath. After astruggle, they let her
float under theice, adistanced 40" They
grabbed her onthe other sideand began
mouth to mouth. In afew minutesshe be-
gan breathingagain, and shewasactually
ableto get back in her boat and finishthe
run. On April 9 Nancy Peteraf, a Philadel-
phiaCanoe Club Member, | ost conscious-
nessand stopped breathingafter being
caught in apourover at the base of "'the
Haystacks',aclassIV boulder drop. For-
tunately she washed out of thereversa
and wasimmediately picked up by a pad-
dler who began mouth-to-mouth.

In mid-April alocal paddler appropri-

ately knownas"Boomer" suffered a com-

American Whitewater thuay | Feruaty

[ pound fracture of both anklesafter smash-
ingintoarock at the baseof a30' water-
fall on West Virginias North Fork of the

| Blackwater. Hisfriendscarriedhi mtoan
abandonedrailroad bed wherehe could be
evacuated by ambulance.

InJune David Hoover flipped on New
York’s Black River and got washed intoan
eddy which recirculates agai nst an under-
cut cliff. Thisspot, knownasthe Wailing
Wall, isnotorious. Hiscompanionswere
ableto get a rescue bag to him, pullinghim
intothe maincurrent where he could
swin free. He was picked up downstream
by another member of the group.

TheOcoee was, as usua, an exciting
placet hi s summer. OnJuly 16 a paddler
wast rapped in hisboat after broachingon
arock at thetop of DoubleSuck. Theboat
wrapped completely, leavingthevictimin
terriblepain, barely ableto keegp hishead
abovewater. Whilesomefriendsheld his
head abovewater, a rescueteam beganto
form. Asthey pulled upstreamon oneend
d the boat, one rescuer lifted thestern
overthepinrock Hesuffered abroken
leg.

A few weekslater another paddler
pinned end to end between two rocksat
Sliceand Dice. Hegot caught with oneleg
in hisboat, and the other legout. Asthe
boat disappeared beneaththe water, he
becamehard tospat. It took sometimefor
other boatersto notice his predi cament.
Findly a kayaker paddled out, ran hisboat

| ontoa nearby rock, and held thevictim's

| head abovewater. Gradualy thegroup

wasabletofreethetrappedlegand trans-

fer thevictimintoawaitingraft Getting
the boat free, however, provedto bemore
difficult. Complacency and inattention
contributed to both accidents,and could

| havebeen prevented by a higherleve of

alertnesson the part of the paddlers.

Insummary, it seemsthat many pad-
dlershavegotten the messagethet bad
t hi ngs can happento good boaters. Con+
sidering the high flowsof 93, | wasex-
pecting more trouble. Theincreased num-
ber of raftingaccidentsreflects the grow-
ing popularity of paddlesports in general
and commercial raftingin particular.

Many of these peopleget involved
withthesport with littleor no training and
margina equipment. Their judgementis
poor, and they can't copewith thesort of
mishapspaddlersmust expect. Many raft-
ing accidentsinvolveonly one boet; the
lack of backup frequentlyturned a
managabl esituationinto something more
serious.

Asadways, thesestatisticsidentify
problemswhich the boating community
needsto addressduringthe coming year,
principallythrough new educational
initiatives.




Hydropower Threatens

North Fork Payette

|daho River sUnited and Friends
of thePayette Lead Opposition

Idaho RiversUnited and the Friendsof the Payette have
Kicked off a campaignto passfedera legidationto protect the
North Fork of the Payette River from being destroyed by a hy-
dropower project proposed by Gem Irrigation Digtrict. Thetwo
river conservationgroupsare joiningforcesto securethe passage
o HR. 233- The North Fork PayetteRiver ProtectionAct.

The North Fork isconsidered to be one of the best classIV-V
whitewater riversin the nation.

"We hoped the statelaw would be enoughto stop thisterrible
project, butit's not. Gam Irrigationisforgingaheadin complete
disregard d thewill of the peopleof Idaho. Their refusa to drop
the project isindefensible,"said Li z Paul of Idaho RiversUnited.

"|dahoanslovetherapidsand waterfallsdf the North Fork of
the Payette. They hang out their car windowsto catchaglimpse
asthey drive Highway 55, they picnic and fish at Big Eddy, they
stop and takevideosd the kayakers. They loveit, and the only
way to protectit fromthe greedy grasp of GemIrrigationisto
passa hill in Congress,” continued Paul.

"Theproject would drain the river nearly dry and wipe out
traditional uses. The water would go downadrain at Smith's
Ferry and explodeback i nto theriver at Banks," Paul explained.

THINK NEW FOR' 93

DONSERVE | e

2300 cfswould be diverted into the 13.5 milelong tunnel if the
projectiscompleted. Only 200 cfswould beleftintheriver chan-
nd... far toolittletoallow recreational boating.

Threeyearsago ldaho citizensorganized arecord breaking
campaign and convincedtheir state legidatureto passalaw ban-
ning hydropower from the North Fork Payette. However, federal
law allows ahydro project to belicensed evenif state law prohib-
itsit.

Under federa law, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC), retainsultimateauthority to licensea hydropower
projectand to condemn privateland if necessary. FERC isre-
quiredto "consider” thewishesof thestatein river protectionbut
isnot obligated to adheretothem. Gem Irrigationhopestotake
advantaged thi s loophole.

H.R. 233, sponsored by CongressmanLarry LaRocco (D-
Id), would establish afederal hydropower ban on the North Fork
Payettebetweens SmithsFerry and Banks. It would not add the
North Fork to the Wild and Scenic Riverssystem.

Idaho RiversUnited isa statewideriver conservation organi-
zationwith amembershipof 1,000. Friendsof the Payetteisa
volunteer organizationbased in Boise.

Whet Yau Gan Do

Writea Personal Noteto the ldaho Congressional Delegation
urgingtheir support of HR. 233.

*Mentionthat the residentsaof the state of Idaho havealready
registered their determination to protect the North Fork Payette
through passagecof the State Comprehensive Plan.

*Mentionthat thethreat to the river comesfrom Gem
Irrigation's proposal to divert water from
theriver.

*Ask themto call for acommittee
hearingon the bill and to do al they can
tofacilitateits passagethrough the House

think smali. Thinkquick! Thinkspinning & surfing. Think agile.
THINK,., OUT

ON

THE
EDGE!

Thinksteep... Total control

Think again... think smaller.
Think spin control, flying endersand linked 360's!
Think hand-surfing and pirouettes!

Think choul @we ry-
thing you love

Think
i e Valatals
whitewater casceing Jﬁﬂ lﬁl’-.
& kayaking Tl

and you have to. . . " Fromthe NInds of Paddlers”

PO Box 1500, Harriman, TN 37748 615/882-0404
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and Senateand on to the President’s desk.

Idaho Congressional Delegation

Senator Larry Craig, U.S. Senate
302 Hrt Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-2752

Senator Dirk-Kempthorne,U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-6142

RepresentativeMichad Crapo
437 Cannon House Bldg.,
Washington, D.C. 20515
202-225-5531

RepresentativelL arry LaRocco
1117 Longworth House Bldg.
Washington,D.C. 20515
202-225-6611

Additiona informationregardingt hi s
situationisavailablefromthe Friendsof
the Payette, p.o. box 633, Boise, Idaho
83701 or from Liz Paul at 208-343-7481.1
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North Carolina May Purchase Land Along Green

excerpted from an articleby Harrison Metzger in the Hendersonville TimesNews

The North Carolina Wildlife ResourcesCom-
mission isnegotiatingwith Duke Power to pur-
chaseabout 5,700acres o gamelands aongthe

"Our desireisto seethat the next
owner of the propertyisalsocommittedto
preservingthat beautiful areadownthere,”

Green River. Thelands, whichincludethe rugged “Our desire is 16 5€€  Greensaid. Company officiasmet with the
gorge knownto boatersas the Narrows, WildlifeCommissionat its October meetingin
stretchesfrom below Dukes TuxedoPower  that the next owner of  anexchangewhich Greendescribed as”pretty
Plant to near lake Adger. thepropertyis also positive”. _

The Narrowsof the Greenisan extremely ] Dukesasking pricefor thetract of
difficult whitewater r un that has gained an inter- committed e land has not been made public, but asource
national reputation. It also harborsa number of ; saidthat the property has been appraised at
rareplants and animals. preserving that $2million. o

The North CarolinaHeritageTrust, which area down TheWildlife Commissiontold Sate
holdsthe purse stringsfor state land purchases, staffersto go ahead a’d to purchasethe
considerstheland a'"natural heritage priority ther a-- land, accordingto chairmanJohn Lenz. The

areabecause o itsrare plants, animal sand habi-
tas', accordingto LindaPearsall, Program Di-
rector.

Duke decided inlate summer that it will not need theland for
hydroel ectric power generation. Thecompany offeredtheland
tothestate sothat itswild and unspoiled character could be

Commission will seek funding in May through
the N.C. Naturd Heritage Trust, afund estab-
lished to purchase environmentallyvauablesites.

The N.C. Wildlife Commissionhassaid that it will not attempt
torestrict or develop accessto theriver if the salegoesthrough.
Duke Power hassaid that they will continue the rel easesfrom the

maintained. according to company spokesperson May Katherine  damat Tuxedo that permit boating on the Grem.

Green.

. AMERICA'SFUNNIEST
PADDLING HOME
VIDEOS

REWARD: $300

Gentry Video Productionswantsto
include your funniest, most outrageous
home paddling video in our upcoming
video - America's Funniest Paddling
Home Videos. Send ws a gmmm of theclip
and you could win the $300 prize for the
Funniest Paddling Video Clip. If your clip
ischosen to beincluded in thevideo, you
will win afreevideo. Weknow you've
captured somegreat momentson video,
and now you can shar e them with
paddler'severywhere. Include your name,
address, phone, and a brief descripiton

| along with theclip. Wewill return all

| entries. Socomeon, send it in! Deadline

T

Gentry Video Productions
646 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548

| Phone/fax (706) 654-2725

WV N

HELP
WANTED

Volunteers and
organizations who
care about the
quality o their
streams and aquatic
habitat to clean up

NATIONAL

CLEANUP WEEK
15,000 raibes of

MAY 14-21. 1994 waterways during

NATIONAL RIVER

CLEANUP WEEK,
May 14-21, 1994.
Call 1-800-524-4814

for information on how you can get involved.

America Outdoors, American Canoe Association,
American Rivers, American Whitewater Affiliation,
Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of | leclamation,
National Association of Canoe Liveriesand Outfitters,
and United States Forest Service.
Coordinated nationally by America Outdoors.

American Whitewater ‘P January / February



An eight-lane interstate high-
way (known as the "beltway") en-
circles Washington, D.C.* like an
poisonous snake protecting the
capitol from the reality outside.
Inside this terrifying inferno,
while the rest of the nation looks
on in horror, the ponderous
wheels of government slowly
grind away.

The world inside the beltway
is a cacophonous Tower of Ba-
bel— inhabited by politicians, bu-
reaucrats, T.V. news casters, lob-
byists, lawyers, government con-
tractors, drug addicts, and spe-
cial interest groups.

Undeterred by this horrific
scene, and ever alert to anything
and everything affecting
whitewater, AWA beltway insid-
ers keep a close watch on events
of interest to whitewater boaters.
The following is part of a con-

tinuing series of reports from the

INSIDE THE BELTWAY

sideand outside the betway, as

9H begins, river conservation

ognoscenti arein atesty mood. In-
ternal squabblingisbubblingup
throughtheveneer o unity normally
pasted over thevariousgroupsaround
thenation working onriver-rdatedis
sues.

Oneinsder element, likeadesper-
aterescuesquad, istryingto adminis-
ter politica CPR to theamost coma
tosewild and scenicriversAct.

Another group, composed mostly
of scienceand ecology freaks, isact-
ing like ageneticengineeringlab, try-
ing to create a new speciesdf Federd
river protectionlegidation.

Oddly enough, both groupsare be-
ing treated by "old guard" river conser-
vationistsas uncouth, disruptive
gangbangerswho just can't sit ill in
class.

The Rescue Squad

Thegroup attemptingto rescuethe
wild and scenic riversact from
| oblivionisled by apersistentand
| dedicated coteried experts. These
| are peoplewho have been working
| for yearsinapainstaking way to add
| new riversto thesystem, one by one.
| Thisgroup believesthat thelaw
| shouldbeflexibleenoughtoworkina
widevariety of river conservation con-
| texts, includingthecontect o private
| land.

Recently, they attemptedtoin-
| cludeasegment d the Farmington

Tariffville Gorge) in thewild and sce-
nic system. With 55%df the land con-
cerned in privateownership,thi s was
no easy task.

The privateland ownershipissueis
adifficult onefor wild and scenicad-
vocatesacrossthe country. Opponents
o Farmington River designationhad
dready succeededin killing off the
proposal to includea M assachusetts
segment o the Farmington,aswell as
segmentsaf the Pemigewasett River
not far away.

When riversflow through private
lands, theargument isoften madethat
theowner's right to use or abusehis
riversde land asheseesfitisassa
cred astheright to own assault rifles.
Thewild and scenicriversAct ispor-
trayed asincons stent with that right.
Landowndersoften cometo believe
that thewild and scenicdesignation
could potentially resultin the condem-
nation o their property.

The Farmington River hill, intro-
duced by Congressivoman Johnson
and by Connecticut Senator

+Lieberman, contai ned specific provi-

- sionsto counter these arguments. The
| bill prohibited condemnationaf pri-
I~vatelandsand dearly mandated that a

“Tcouncil of local people- not the na-
_,_tional park service-would managethe
“river corridor.

Thebill even went sofar asto state

" that boundariesneed not belimited to
| the narrow 1/4 mileriver corridor usu-
] dly covered by wild and scenicdesig-

nation. Theareaunder protection

| River in Connecticut (upstream of the "'could belarger or smaller astheneed

AmericanWhitewater v January / February
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dictated, accordingto thelocal plan.

Al thi s novety,inventiveness,inge-
nuity, and quirkyness wasjust too
much for the crusty traditionalistsnow
standingguard insidethe beltway to
insurethat local rabble rousersand riff
raff do not maketheir way intothe s
cred wild and scenictomb.

American Riversdispatched their
mosgt prestigiouslobbyist to stop the
FarmingtonRiver bill initstracks.
They were successful, at | east tempo-
rarily. After American Riverstestified
in both the House and Senateagainst
thebill, the bill wasderailedfor the
timebeing.

Thisunfortunateresult sent the
wild and scenic CPR squad into parox-
yansd frustration.

Asdf thi s writing the Farmington
bill istill inlimbo. It will be consid-
eredagainearly in 1994. If itisde-
feated, the messageto river advocates
acrossthe nationwill be clear forget
about protectingriversflowing
through privatelandsunder thefederal
wild and scenicriver system,

Onthe other hand-if thebill is
passed without significantalteration, it
might be possible to administer CPR to
thewild and scenicsystemona
broader basis- and includeother pri-
vateland riversunder its protective
umbrella.

If you want to help protect the
Farmington from new water projects,
and keep thewild and scenic riversAct
diveasan optionfor other private
land rivers, writeto Congressman
Bruce Vento, Senator Dde Bumpers,
and Kevin Coyle (President of Ameri-
can Rivers) asking them to support
H.R.2813and S1332 asintroduced.
CongressmanVento and Senator
Bumberscan bereachedat theU.S.
Captiol, Washington, D.C. 20515.

For copiesd the Farmington hill,
write American Whitewater at
Fenton &, Suite 910, Slver Spring, MD
20910 or the Farmington River Water-
shed Associationat 749 Hopemeadow
Rd, Simsbury CT 06070
(203-658-4442).

The Bioengineers

Meanwhile, amidst dl thisfuss
about whether weshouldtry tojama
new enginein the rusty old chassisof
thewild and scenicriversact, some
river conservationist expertsare work-

ing on another strategy altogether.
What they want isa new vehicle.

Thisgroupisled by Bab Doppelt
of the Pacific Rivers Council and sup-
ported vigoroudy by American
Whitewater, River Network, Trout Un-
limited and the Nationd Wildlife Fed-
eration.

Recognizingthat thewild and sce-
nicriversAct wasdesigned 25years
ago, not asan all_purpose river con-
servationtool, but only asaway to
stop Federal dam building, thi s group
took afresh look at what river conser-
vationshould beabout in 1994.

They concludedthat damswere
not the only problem that riversface
inthe90s.

They concluded that Federa own-
ership and park service management
of anarrow corridor wastoo limiteda
way to addresstheriver conserva
tionsneedsadf the1990s

They concludedthat protectinga
few isolated river ssgmentscannot
solvethe multitude of ecologica
abuses now being sufferedby entire

river systems.

They concludedthat riversare in-
extricably entwined withtheir water-
sheds, and that headwatersand down-
streamarreasare ecologicdlylinked,
not isolated ribbonsaof water.

They concluded that financia in-
centives, local empowermentand lo-
cal responsibility are the only waysto
deal withthe palitical opposition
which inevitably developswhenthe
Federal bureaucracy ispromotedas
the answer to river conservation prob-
lems, and the only way to gain protec-
tionfor largenumbersdf rivers.

They concluded that making every
river conservation decisionsubjectto
an Act o Congresswas backwards.
River abusersshould haveto seek an
Act of Congressto destroy ariver, not
the other way around.

They concluded that rura
communites often want to protect and
restoretheir waterways, but that jobs
areusudly seenasresultingonly from
development and development is
synonomouswith alteringand degrad-

WHITEWATER PADDLERS :

Tandem

C-2 OR R-2 ?77?

THIS NIMBLE INFLATABL.'

ICANOE WILL BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS IV, CATC
EDDIES, HANDLE LOWER FLOWS...

RUGGED HYPALON SELF-BAIL CONSTRUCTION

Perfect for Day Trips /Ideal for Wilderness Runs
Tracks Great in Flatwater, Lakes and Ponds
LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE - SMALL BUNDLE FITS

CAR TRUNK. PICK-UP, 4X4, CAMPER, RV, AIRPLANE

All you'need to be... somewhere ©n A River
L 1-800-280-SO.

INFLATABLES

507 N. 13th S. #409,

PHONE:314-436-0016
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S. Louis MO 63103
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ing river systems, not restoringthem.

Findly, they concluded that
Americasriver systemsneed restora
tionasmuch asthey need protection.
River systemsthroughoutthe nation,
likedl freshwater agquaticecosystems,
arenearing astate o tota collapse.

It becameclear tothi s groupsthat
no amount d CFR onthewild and sce-
nic riverssystem could providethe
typed river conservation and restora-
tion neededinthe 1990s.

Sothey developeda new approach
and arenow promotingalegidative
proposal toget it moving

Their bill |scdledtheR|verand
Weatershed Protectionand Restoration
Ad (RWPRA). Copiescan beobtained
from American Whitewater, Pacific
RiversCouncil, River Network, Trout
Unlimited, the Nationd Wildife Fed-
eration, River Federation, or theClean
Weater Network

Under the RAVHRA proposal, any
loca government or loca group with
theability to carry out ariver conser-
vation strategy can ask the Federa En-

b T

cally and visudly dimulating trips.

Dars®

Costa Rica Whitewater '9

| aRicaisboth akayak adventurer's
‘ wonderlandand ardaxing tropicd vaca
jon. Class| to VI whitewater riversflow
to theseafrom 12,000 foot mountains. The
tropicd flora, exoticwildife, and wonderful rivers

accentuated by waterfdls makefor both physi-

You'll paddlestretchesd dassic whitewater,
play in mile-high ender spotsand surf the perfect
hole- without seeing another paddler or raft on the river. Comforteblehotd
accommodationsand quality mealsare pro-
vided onalltrips Qr guidesare experienced
internationd paddlersand somed the best
whitewater ingtructorsin thefidd.

Expert, advanced and intermediatetripsare
scheduled for October and November. Experi-
encethewarmth o a CodtaRican fdl.Join us
for alifetimesworth d paddling opportunities.

Contact asfor a free cdor booklet about
Costa Rica and our other paddiing adventures.

vironmental Agency to register their
river and watershed area. The request
must comethrough aState agency
designated by the Governor.

Thelocd strategy for river restora:
tion or protectionmust be cond stent
with nationd river and watershed pro-
tection and restorationstandardsset
by the Nationa Academy o Sciences,
but otherwise it can be anything con-
tributingto the protection or restora
tiond theriver.

Thesdtrategy could beassmpleas
cdeaningup trash or ascomplex asre-
storing the entire aguiatic ecosystem.

Unlessthe BPA find thestrategy
incond stent with the nationa stan-
dards, BPA isrequired to register the
river and watershed covered by thegp
plication.

Onceregigered, ariver ispro-
tectedfromdll Federd and State ac-
tionswhich areinconsstent with the
locdl river restorationand protection
Strategy.

Inaddition, Federa fundingfrom
exiging EPA and Department o Agri-

Warmth
Mile-high Ender Spots
Tropical Paradise

Waterfalls * Smalt Groups
Class | fo VI Whitewater...

MO Box 246, Bryson City, NC 28713 » Phone/Fax TO4MGEE-6150

Worldwide E-Nail, CompuServe T1604, 1240
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culture programs, and from anew
fund, will beavailabletolocd authori-
tiescarry out their river and watershed
Strategy.

Even better, the hill providest ht,
for regigtered riversand watersheds,
exigingfundingfor Soil and Water
ConsarvationServiceprojectswill be
redirectedto projectswhichfurther
theriver restorationand protection
strategy,instead df being used for de-
structive projectsasisnow thecasein
SO Many aress.

Thisfunding could be substantid,
largeenough to createlocd jobsin
river restoration. In someinstances,in
Oregonfor example,thi s isaready
taking place, with locd peopleam-
ployed in river restorationprojects.
The bill could gart smilar projects
acrossthenation.

Adetaled explanationdf thepro-
posed River and Watershed Protection
and Regtoration Adt, and legidative
language, can be obtained from Amei-
can Whitewater at Fenton &,
Suite 910, Silver Spring, MD 20910. If
th's soundslikeagood ideato you,
writeto Congressman Garry Studds at
237 CHOB, U.S Housed Representa:
tive, Weeh, DC. 20615asking himto
introducethebill.

National Heritage
Area Conogpt
Emeages

Whiletheinsde-the-Bdtway river
conservation community debatesthe
relativemeritsd the GFR or biotech
answer, politiciansar e pushingahead
on athirdtrack with yet another idea:
the Nationa Heritge Areaconcept.

Anavaanched billshasbeenin-
troducedin Congressin recent years
to establishriver valley national heri-
tageareas. Oneexampleisthehill to
establishthe Quinebaugand Shetucket
River Vdley Nationd Heritage Areain
Conecticut. Another isthe bill to estab-
lishthe Cache LaPoudre Basn Areain
Colorado.

Accordingto the Nationa Trust for
HistoricPreservation,asmany as14
separate heritageareasare now under
consderation in Congress, many of
whichinvolveriver aress.
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The Nationd Heritage areaconcept
doesnot yet havethefull attention of
theriver conservationcommunity or
thesupport of the scientific commu-
nity. But it doesseem to beattractive
to another community — politicians.

Politicianssee the Nationa Heri-
tage Areaconceptasaway to blend
their desireto be FOR river and water-
shed protectionat the sametime FOR
jobs, tourismand community develop-
ment. River conservationistsshould
takenae.

UPCOMING
SEMINARS

March 2627,1994 2nd Annua North-
west River RunnersConference, OR-
EGON, presented by Northwest Rafters
Association,contact Al Ainsworth (503)
246-0386.

April 57,1994 Nationa Summit on
Outdoor Recreation, Washington, DC,
hosted by the Outdoor Recreation Codi-
tion of America, contact (303) 4443353.

April 19-22,1994 Riverswithout
Boundaries, Grand Junction, CO, Ameri-
can River Management Society, contact
(510) 6555844.

June 2-5.1994 Appalachian Riversand
Watershed Symposium presented by the
West VirginiaRivers Codlition, contact
Roger Harrison (304) 472-0025.1

WHITEWATER

EQUIPHMENMT CATALOG

fﬁfr

CASCADE OUTFITTERS

= 51 Quakry River Equ prre
PO Box 209 ® Springfield, OR 97477
S0, (747-2272)

253) MUSIC RIVER
Original Whitewater Songs and River Ballads

Take a wild whitewater ride down MUSIC RIVER! From "White-

water Woman" to "Talkin' Canoe Blues," the songs on this hot new
cassette are really making waves! Get in on the action by sending
check or money order for-$10.00 + $1.50 s&h
(TN res. add 8.25% sales tax) to:

MUSIC RIVER, INC. _
Dept C, P. O. Box 53545
Knoxville, TN 37950 ~
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The Gambler it 3 very Rst. ompact kayalc. It asymmetrical

¥ tull provides speed, stability and contrel in tight
desoents and waterfall jumping. An excellent chaice for

women & imaller paddiers, steep ek experts, -..

i omans
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The Hurricane redefines the .n‘n;t:..

artof play boating with ity PR .'-I-,m
latom style quack transition
hull and widetw volume stern. Resistance freespmmng,

L = ...H_

instantaneous enders and unbelievable eoge contral make For aFree Gatalog Contact
{1 Uhe ultimate rodeo hole and wave furfiag boat. WILDWASSER SPORT [ISA, INC.
PO Box 4617, Boulder, (0 80306
Elements of the Prijon advantage: pHoNE: (303)444-23367 Fi: (303) Lik-1315
High performance in every design =1
' « Fevluionary e and manufammngmﬂmlidhﬁl-h
The strongest PIasTic equalied by none ——
i * Furope's unrivalled manufacturer with 30+ yeam experience i‘
=== — = e
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Z3V1 ANNIVERSARY OF

M ENAT
SCENIC

In November American Riv-
ersheld afour day seminar cel-
ebratingthe 25th Anniversary
of the Nationd Wildand Sce-
nic RiversAdt. Thiswasdefi-
nitely "the conferenceto at-
tend" for seriousriver conser-
vationists!

Theoverdl themewas
"TheFut ure of Americas Riv-
ers'. Morethan 600 represen-
tativesdf river conservation
and recreation interests, gov-
ernmental agencies, and others
attended the conference.

Workshopsconcentrated
on coalitionbuilding,
grassroots advocacy, and river
science, technology, and edu-
cation.

Whiletheconferencewas
successfulinitself, thered
"coup" for theriver movement
cameduring the final banquet.
Actor Michad Keaton presided
asMagter o Ceremonies,and
both Vice President Al Gore
and MikeHarcourt, Premier of
British Columbia, made re-
marks.

Perception River Conser-
vationist o theyear Ric Care-
less narrated asuperb dide
presentationentitied
“Tatshenshini Wild". Music by

ONAL WILD AND
RIVERS ACT

CONSERVATION

' AWA Hydropower
Program Update

“Projectsaffectingriver recreation

—_—

Open House— AWA Conservation
Office-Pope Barrow, Steve Taylor-
AWA; Bruce Carpenter-New York
Rivers United; Gordon Bare- Asst.
| Coach U.S.Whitewater Team

Mason Williamsenhancedt hi s
fine production.

The AWA, River Federa
tion and the Center for Water-
shed Protection hosted an
open houseat their new of-

ficesin suburban Silver Spring

just prior tothi s conference.
Morethan 50 peopleattended
the open house,including
many whitewater advocates.

A Northern Idaho Rivers
dideshow, prepared by |daho
RiversUnited, showcasedthis
open house and highlighted
upcominglobbying effortsto
protect such outstanding riv-
ersasthe North Fork Payette
and Mesdow Crek..

’ Dam Reorm I nitiated

! InJune of thi s year the AWA, American Rivers, Trout Unlim-

| ited and variousstate and federal agenciesmet withthenewly a p
pointed Federal Energy Regulatory Commissionersto discuss

I~ new strategiesfor improvingriversimpounded by hydroelectric

dams.

Under the guidanceof ChairwomanElizabethMoler, FERCis
| attemptingto addressthe environmental and recreational dam
| agetoour rivers, stemmingfrom existing and proposed dam

projects(a FERC project may often includeseveral dans).
| On September 15, FERC enacted several administrativer e
formsdedling directly with requestspresentedtoit at thisJune
meeting, and beganto solicit public comment on two proposed
[~ policy changesalso addressed at that time.

Immediate policy reformstargeted one of AWA's top priority
issuesin thisprocess: how to get more peopleinvolvedin new
and relicensed dam projects.

Themost critical of the many changeswiill providefor written
publiccommentsor meetingson all licensed projects. Until now,
only thosefew projectswarranting afull Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) received thisattention. Thiswill dlow boaters,
fishingand local interests, and other river usersto register their
concernsnoticed early in the process, when it will havethe great-
est impact.

FERC also requested public comment on two major policy

| changes:.

FERC asked whetherit should consider the cumulativeim-
pactsd al hydro projectsinariver basin, even when their li-
censesexpireat differenttimes.

Secondly, FERC asked for publicinput onthedesign o a
| policy dealing with old, abandonedor derelict dams- apolicy to
avoid afederd or stateversion of the S&L bailout for abandoned
hydroprojects.

BCC Conservation Raft

The Birmingham CanoeClub has putitsconservationrdt to
good usein variousriver clean-upsand asasafety platform. The
accompanying photo showsthe BCC raft aidingin arecovery ef-
fort onaclassV drop onthe North Alabamariverthi s past year.
AWA donations hel ped purchasethe raft for the BCC.H

The Hydropower industry has mounted a seriouscampaignto
| flood FERC with lettersopposing both of these actions, claiming
that these will kill thefutureof their industry. Overthelastfew
monthsthe AWA and others have pursued an equdly seriouscru-
sade. Thisisacritical issue. If the Hydroindustry can sabotage
early effortsat change,it may gain permanentsupport at the
Commissionlevel. Forinformationon how you can help, call
Rich Bowersa (301) 589-9453.

- RECREATION ISSUES

TALLULAH GORGE (GA): AWA met with GeorgiaPower and
local clubsin September and early October to continuediscus-
sionson releasesforthi s river bypass. With the recent retraction
of GA Dept. of Natural Resource oppositionto whitewater boat-

| ing, and with staff recommendationsto the GeorgiaPower board
of directors, boating representativesl ook for a nini numaof four
weekend rel easesas early as next summer or fall. Boatersre-
quested 20 yearly rel easesand negotiationsare continuing.

ST. LOUISRIVER (MN): AWA Ned final commentsregarding

] I recrestion impactsfrom 5 damson the . Louisand Cloquet riv-

American Whitewater v January | February
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ers. The FERC hasdetermined
that these projectswill signifi-
cantlyimpact the quality o hu-
man life, and i sundertaking a
full Environmental |mpact
Statement (EIS). ThisEISpro-
cesswiill be perhapsthe most
in-depthlook taken towards
recregtioninthe Mid-Wes re-
gion. AWA’s commentsre-
flectedthi s regional approach,
thenfocused on boatingonthe
St. Loui s and Cloquet rivers.
Specificrecreationissues. the
<. Louisishometothe Na
tional Whitewater Center, of-
fersclassI-III whitewater
abovethe project and class1v-
V downstream through Jay
CookeState Park. The Cloquet
offersmulti-day canoeing op-
portunities.

KERN RIVER (CA): South-
ern CdiforniaEdison has ob-
jectedto requestsfor further
whitewater studies, and plans
to use"existing"information.
Inredlity, nosuch dataexists!
AWA and commercial interests
havereiterated the need to un-
dertakeformal studiesonboat-

Evér y“o_ne D&eer ves a-Ta“;te 6f
Sout hern
Fried
Creekin’

Thisvideo is45 minutesof extreme paddling
on some of the South's most outr ageouscr eeks
andrivers. Featuresthe Tdlico, Watauga,
Overflow Creek,the Whitewater, the Toxaway,
and forbidden Mysery Cresk. Paddlersinclude
Dave'Psycho’ Simpson, Nolan Whitesell, Forrest
Callaway, Russ Kullmar, and Kent Wigington.
Thevideo climaxeswith first descentsof Triple
Fal | s and 50-foot Coon Dog Fallson Mystery
Creek. Music and narration add to your enjoy-
ment of the unbelievableaction!

Send $26.95 plus $3.00 shipping/handling to:

Gentry Video Productions
646 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548
(706) 654-2725

(WA) by Rich Bowers

ingthi s 15mile bypassed Wild
and Scenic river. Specificin-
formation on optimal flow lev-
els, duration of flows, and
value of recreation are needed
to effectively balanceapplicant
clamsof lost power genera
tion.

NISQUALLY RIVER (WA):
In mid-November the AWA or-
chestrated, with TakomaCity
Light and other river organiza-
tionsand agencies,aflow re-
|easeto determine: rannability
of the21 mile bypassares;
critical flowsfor ramping; con-
tinuousflowsfor fish and aes-
thetics; anadromous fish pro-
tection; timed rel easesfor

Pete Flannagan and Mike Dad:m-r examine LaGrande Powerhouse
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downstream recrestion; recre-
ational and accessissuesaong
the popular lower river
(McKenna); ariver restoration
and mitigationfund; and a dam
decommissioningfund (For
moreinformationpleasesee
Washington State update).

PEMIGEWASSET (NH): Af-
ter compilingrecreation sur-
veys(includingfootagetaken
by a hidden cameraon the dam
itself) Public Service of New
Hampshire hassubmittedthi s
informationto the FERC.
Boater groups, including the
AWA and the Merrimack Val-
ley Paddlers, are submitting
additional (and final) com-

mentsto offset the skewedre-
sults of the company's phone
survey. An ElSisalsosched-
uledfor the Pemi.

WHITE SALMON (WA):
The FERC has agreed to pre-
pare an ElSfor the White
Sdmon river, including investi-
gation of apossibledamre-
moval option. Thisoption, as
well asan EIS, wasspecifically
requested by the AWA (and 15
other groups) over ayear ago.
The Condit Projectistheonly
impoundment on this National
Wild and Scenictributary of
the Columbia, and removal
would provideincreased
whitewater recreationaswell
asafully restoredriver from
headwatersto confluence.
FERC'’s decisionfollowsthe
recent support offered by the
Dept. of the Interior regarding
removal of twodamson
Washington's Elwha River.

KENNEBEC (ME): On No-
vember 15-17, ANVA members
participatedin sitevisitsto ob-
Sserveenvironmental/recre-

' The Ultimate -'Ii'ayaking Experience

For experienced
paddlers!

B among the first to paddle
the raging whitewater of
tropical North Queensland.
More exhilarating
whitewater than you would
normally experience i none
entire season!

N0 FREEZING CONDITIONS ...

northern hemisphere behind
- NO wetsuits or paddling
cags required herein tropical
North Queensland.

] EIEEIII‘IEEE! PRISTINE WILDERNESS ...

We supply kayaks, guides,
food, accommodation, tents
and transport within

ustralia

Paddle the untamed torrents
amongpristineWorldHeritage

e R Aot e

whitewater on earth.——

CALL US TODAY ...

Comtact us ioday to leam
miore about this wild snd we
tropical holiday of alifetime!

For completedetail s, contact:
EXPLORE KAYAK
Bodo Lenitschek

61 /0
| Fax: 6170322248 -

; ;  P.QBox 53 Manunda,
™ |cywatersg The e —

uﬁ}ﬁnﬁ

%

TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND - AUSTHALM
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ational conditionsat 10 darns
onthe Kennebec. This river
has atotal of 14 dams fromits
headwaterstoitsmouth. The
FERC hasdeterminedto un-
dertakeafull EISonthese
projectsaso. The AWA is
deeply involvedinthe
Moosehead and Moxie
projects, which have
whitewater recreational ben-
efits,aswel astheimmediate
downstream Wyman site.

[Note: Inrecent history it
has been almost impossibleto
convince FERC to conductan
EIS. Amongtheissuesout-
lined by the AWA and other
members of the National Hy-
dropower Coalitionwasthe
need to completemore of
thesein-depth studies. Origi-
naly, only 14 EIS’s were
scheduledfor the " Classof
'93", atotal of 160 projectsand
morethan 200 dams. Thetrick
now isto bird-dog these stud-
iesand besurethey measure
up tothe needsand cumulative
impactsaffectingtheinvolved
watersheds.|ll

ALASKA!

WHITEWATER OUTFITTERS

Wilderness Kayak Expeditions
Fly-Insand Day Trips
Rentds, Instruction
Raft Supported Trips

907-349-4588

3732 EncoreCirde
Anchorege AK 99507

‘;HHQE Alﬂﬁl’(ﬂ

Specializing in canoe instruction and guided
canoetripson Interior Alaska River

Box 81750, Fairbanks, AK 99708

(907) 479-518

voriteriversand streams.

by Rich Bowers

Ski conditionshavegener-
aly been pretty poor inthe
Mid-Atlanticregionfor several
years. Sol wassurprised and
delighted when| heard that six
inchesof snow hadfalenin
Pittsburghduringthefirst
week in November.

| wasinspired. Butlike

WHI
FLIRA

P#d!e With Alaska's Besf
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ACCESS....... O —

River AccessisaHot Issue! Andthe AWA’s new river access

program has been busy with several specificand important accessproblemsaround
the country, aswdl asgenerd strategic planning, fund-raisingand other necessary
considerationsfor astrong and effective approach. Updateswill be providedin
each American Whitewater to keep boatersup-to-date on accessaffecting their fa-
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Yalde s, Alaska WRER

many boaterswho alsoski, my
preski shape up consisted pri-
marily of rentingvideosand
letting my mind takethelead.
Cutting edge stuff of course,
sincel can't hopeever to ski at
that level. Soit wasthat last
week | rented atapecalled
"TheBlizzard of AAAHSY”

EYSATER,
T TRIMS

KREYSTOMNE
RAFT & KAYAR
AIWENTURES, INC,

AN, Bow |E86Y
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CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BR

Inthelast journal, AWA reported receivingan important grant, $40,000 provided
by the Outdoor Allianceto kick-start our effortsto purchasecritical accesslandsor
| easements. We areseeking now to hireafull time access coordinator to work out
d our ConservationOffice, with primary respons bilityto coordinateand work with
local boatersand clubson whitewater access (see included job description).

While our accesswork a soincludesHydro involvement, this will continueto be
= Updated in aseparate report.

Liability ConcernsLimit AdventureSports

Stuck between thefootage
of forty foot dropsand cliffside
carnage (soundfamiliar?) and
ahard-rock sound track, the
dialogueconsisted mostly of
skiers lamentinghow lawyers
and insurancecompanieshave
destroyedthe ruggedindividu-
alism associatedwith the

CUsSTOM
PADDLES
AND
REPAIRS

(615) 986-9387 ' 4



foundingof thiscountry.
Sadly, theseskiers had solved
thi s dilemna by travelingto Eu-
ropetoski ontheedge.

Thi s struck afamiliar
chord,sincel had just returned
fromdiscussingliability issues
at the Climber's Rendezvousin
JoshuaTree NP. | attended
thi s meeting,asmallerscale
Gauley Festival for climbers,
becauseitssponsor, the Ac-
cess Fund in Boulder, CO, has
aready tackled many of theis
suesthat the AWA predictswiill
affect boatersin thefuture.

The ClimbersAccessFund
hastakenthelead on climber
liabilityand, in thelast few
years, has purchasedcritical
areaswhich faced access re-
grictions. It wasmy intention
to study their techniques, so
that the AWA can be ready
when boatersfacesimilar ac-
cesscrises.

Ligbility issuesarethe
samefor both boatingand
cdimbinginterests. Liablity
concernsoftenresultin restric-
tion or closure of resources.
Moreand moreliability
convernsthreatento hit our
walletsintheform of user
fees, bonds, and/or insurance.

Other adventure sport li-
ability problemsare hauntingly
similartoours. Anarticlein
the December OUTSIDE maga
zZine, " Accountantson Bday"
stated that "It's expected that
the Park Service will eventu-
dly extend the (search and res-
cue) programinto other high-
risk sports-such askayaking
and solobackpacking.” Thi s
proposed program would re-
quirethoseinvolvedin adven-
ture sportsto pay for or subsi-
dizerescueservicesprovided
by the Park Service.

Boaters, climbers, hikers
and skiers dl share the conse-
quencesd federd, state and
local agency decisions, and pri-
vatelandowner concerns.
Each of theseactivitiesaread
versdly effected by accidents
which happento those outside
of thesport (lost hikersand
drownedswimmers),and dl
arediscriminatedagainst due
to costsand concernsover the
"generd public safety”.

Last year, the Nationd

i
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192 ft. Spillway-LaGrande Dam-Nisqually River (WA)

Photo by Randolph Pierce. Rocket Put-In?

Park Service (NPS) spent $35 -

million for search and rescue
effortsnationwide, not includ-
ing military costssuch ashdli-
copters. Leadingtheway was
Denali Nationd Park, which
spent approximately$206,000
for 23 climbing rescues (1992
wastheir most disastrous
year).

The NPShas no budget for
search and rescue, so these
costscomeout of administra-
tive or program budgets.

Giventhesestatistics,its
not hard to understand why
the NPS islooking at theissue
of recovered cost. The Budget
and Policy peopleinthe De-
partment of the Interior have
issued adirectiveto address
this, but not yet mandatedit
for 1994. What's coming out of
dlthis? Lotsdf plansthat
don't includeinput from you,
the outdoor user. For agen-
cies, higtorically under-funded
and under-staffed,it isoften
simplertojust closearesource
than to manageit for al use(a
primeexampleisthe Lower
Y ellowstone Canyon closure
by the NPS). Other op-
tionsincludeproviding proof
of insurance, posting a bond,
or paying additional user fees.
Each hasitsown prosand
cons:

*|nsurance— In Europe
you can pay aslittleas$40 an-
nually for search and rescue
insurance, but that isin asoci-
ety without an over abundance
of ambulancechasers. Figures
tossedaroundin the USgo as
high as$300 annually, per per-
son. And right now, noinsur-
ance company offerscoverage
for search and rescue, thecli-
ent baseisjust toosmal. (This
attitudecould changequickly
if dl outdoor sportsarein-
cluded).

If insurancewereavail-
able, the costsassociatedwith
search and rescuemight climb
dragtically. Forinstance, if
onedidocatesone's shoulder
running a canyon and hasal-
ready paid for insurance, there
isabetter chancehe/she wvill
want to be"beamed out by he-
licopter rather than hikeor
continueto paddle.

*Bonds — Bondsare avail-
able, but again costs are pro-
hibitive. Bondsto cover
backcountry evacuationscan
range up to $5,000. Whilethis
figure comesfrom climbing
evacuations, boaters can ex-

" pect to pay inthe sameneigh-

borhood. Whilethi s could
proveasmpleoperation
(merely running acreditcard
approval beforeyou boat), the

American Whitewater VJanuary | February
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amount of coveragecould seri-
oudly affect the growing num-
ber of participantsand thefu-
ture of all outdoor recrestion.
*User Fees — Outdoor us-
ersaredready seeingin-
creasesinfeesacrossthe
country, and it seemsthis
trend will continue. Agencies
arenow looking at special use
permitsto alowthemtotarget
resource usersfor these costs.
Sofar, thequestionfor boaters
ishow to: make these equi-
table;include usersin manage-
ment planning; and target fees
back to the resource (Lower
Y ough-L etchworthGorge,
etc.).

Boatersare well aware of
the problemsassociatedwith
the Special Use Permitin ef-
fect onthe Grand Canyon (un-
balanced | otteriesfor commer-
cial/private, and only oneu p
date reflecting use changes
sinceitsfirstinstalation).
Thispermit isseen by many
agenciesasthe"blueprint"for
permitsin other areas.

Certainly the AWA hopes
that, unlikesome radical ski-
ers, paddlerswill not beforced
to goto Europeto boatinthe
future. And so, the AWA has
decided not tosit onthisissue,
but to get involvedin the pro-
cessearlyon. Inthis way, we
havea better chanceto stave
off these costs, or, if imple-
mented, can be assured they
areequitableand directed
back to the resource.

Our access programiscur-
rently focused on specific
whitewater issues, working
withlocal landowners, influ-
encing hydro decisions, culti-
vating communicationswith
agencies, and purchasingcriti-
cal accessland - but thisis
only asmall part of the equa-
tion. In many ways, liability is
anissued incredible complex-
ity, and may never be atered
without changing theentirele-
gd structure of today's society.
Itiscertainly animportant is
suewhich will need the con-
centrated effortsof al boaters.

Help usaddressyour con-
cernsand implementyour sug-
gestions, or planto get your
passport and shots ealy!.



WASHINGTON STATE
ACCESS UPDATE

uringtheweek of November 15, such notablesasPresi

dent Clinton, Ross Perot, ChinesePresident Jiang Zemin,

and AWA ConservationDirector Rich Bowersconverged
onthi s city to participatein highlevel negotiations.

Whilethe AWA wasnot invitedto weighin on NAFTA or the
AdaPecific Forum setting, Rich wasinvolved with weighty mat-
tersclosertothe heartfor northwesternboaters.

O primary concern wasthe opportunity to openthe
Niually River canyontowhitewaterenthusiasts. The Nisqually,
likeitssister watersheds, the Carbonand Puydlup, hasits head-
watersonMt. Rainier,and each carvesout amagnificent canyon
with advanced whitewater.

O thethree, only the Carbon hasescaped dam projects
which totally destroy theserapids, and eventhiss river isoffered
No permanent protection.

The Puyallup, ascaled down, classIV version of the Carbon,
has been drained by a Puget Sound project and hasbeen avail-
ableunder natural highflow only two or threetimesin thelast
few years.

Tothebest of our knowledge, theclassV, 21 mileNiually
canyon hasnever beenr un, dueto TakomaCity and Light's ac-
cessrestrictions. Theproject's management has provided only
infrequentand uncontrolledflood rel easessince1912. Recent so-
nar readingsal so indicatethat good whitewater may lay under
the LaGrande impoundment, with at | east one 10 to 25foot wa
terfall.

After ayear or mored negotiation, AWA effortsresultedin
visud flowsaf 400,600,800, and 1000 cfs. being rel eased to de-
termine: the boatability of theriver bypass; ramping ratesand
nh ni numflows; anadromous fi sh protection;and timed rel eases
for downstream recreational ong the popular McKenna run

Theresult-afantastically beautiful canyonr un reveal ed, and
another opportunity for boatersto win back whitewater re-
sourceslost for decades.

While Takomastrongly resi sted these studi es, the November
testswerefirst-rateinterms o informationgathered. However,
thefutureof boatingthiscanyonisstill in question, dueto liabil-
ity and lake drawdown concerns.

Whilelakedrawdown isavaidlocal concern (createslarge
dust accumulationin townsupstreamof the project), whitewater
rel easescould be scheduled during high lakelevel periods. Rec-
reationrel easescould al so facilitatea more controlled draw-
down schedul e, perhapsalleviating the dust concern.

Sofar, no one hasdetermined how many releaseswould be
appropriate,or for how long - informationcritical to determining
how whitewater rel easescould be provided.

Takomaarguesthat sincethe put-in, take-out and entirecan-
yon liewithintheir project boundaries, that their liahility con-
cernsoutweigh any public usedf thi s canyon.

The AWA takesthe oppositeview. SinceTakomacontrolsall
accesstothispublicriver resource, and their dam eliminatesany
natural access by boat, they must actively providefor public ac-
cess. Thispositionisstrongly enforced by the Washington State
RecreationStatute.

Thenextstep isto set up an actual whitewater test and get
boatsinthewater. Thiswill determineflow ratesand timing, and

howthi s affectsor supplementsother concernsontheriver. Behind: Nisqually River ,Photo by Rich Bowers; Top to Bottom:

The AWA wiill continueto pursuerecreationinthi s canyon, and Nisqually River Gorge "Before”, Photo by Randolph Pierce; Nisqually
to addresstheliability and access concernswhich are more uni- River Bypass 'After" Photo by Rich Bowers; Def. of an undercu,
versal inscope. Nisqually River Bypass ,Photo by Randolph Pierce
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SULTAN AND MIDDLE FORK
NOOKSACK RIVERS (WA)

Equally important discussionswere held with project manag-
ersd the Jackson Project on the Sultan River, and with consult-
antsfor the proposed hydro development on the Middle Fork of
the Nooksack.

Sultan River

The Sultan Riverisa16+mile, classIV-V runinthe
Skykomish river basin. Unfortunately, the Jackson project dewa-
tersalmost all of thi s river,and there seemsto be noway tore-
leasewater for recreation. Whileadownstreamdiversiondam
suppliesminimumflowsfor fisheries, an upstream siteimpounds
al water except during unusualy highflows. Theriver hasbeen
unrunnable for thelast threeyears.

It would bedifficultto retro-fit the dam to supply recreation
releasesand the damwill not be re-licensed until the year 2011.
Boatersmay call the projectsiteto find out current water condi-
tionsduring periodsof high water; accesstotheriverisnot re-
stricted atthi s time.

Middle Fork Nooksack River

TheNooksack isanother story. Whileit, too, isaclassV run,
perhapssix to eight miles long, the applicant proposingto builda
power development onthe Town of Bellingham'’s water supply
hasactively sought boater involvement. The proposed project
would raisetheimpoundmentleve by four feet, thusincreasing
head and €liminating about 100 yards of whitewater, and would
movethe boatingseason forward into thelate spring/early sum-
mer. However, until the devel oper contacted local boaters,thi s
river had not beenrun.

It may betoo early totell, but perhapsthi s isone project
which may benefit awiderangeof interests- creating power from
an exigtingsite, providing enhancedfish passage, and offering an-
other whitewater jewd for the state of Washington.

OTHER ACCESSUPDATES

Trinity River (CA): Privatelandownershave been locking
gatesto the put-in on the South Fork and the Hawkins Bar to
Sdyer section, both below Burnt Ranch Gorge. AWA plansto
meet with membersadf the Six RiversPaddlingClubin December
toset ajointstrategy.

Both: Gary Korb above diversion Dam,Middle Fork Nooksack (WA),
photos by Mike Deckert

Smith River (CA): The AWA isgearing up to lobby the Dept.
of Interior for appropriationsto purchasean unimproved 49 acre
parcel of land on the North Fork of the Smith. The Forest Ser-
vice, withlocal communitysupport inthe Six Riversarea, has
proposed acquisitionfor thelast two yearsunder the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, without success. Theparcel straddles
the only road inthe areaand controlspublicaccessto theriver.
ThisisCongressman Hamburg's district.

Lower Youghiogheny (PA): After years of impasseon thisis
sue, the AWA istentatively optimistic that private boater access
tothe Yough will soon improve.

Thisisprimarily dueto the hard work of new AWA Board
member Barry Tuscano and thelocal Friendsaf the Yough

. AWA ACA, and FOY haveattended numerous meetings
on thisissue, thelast with Deputy Director Grace, Pennsylvania
DER. Atthi s meetingthe Deputy Director wasreceptiveto mak-
ing reservations voluntary duringthe week.

Whilet hi sisperhapsa weak endorsementof boater needs, he
alsostated that as policy, State Parksshould encourage having
qudifiedboatersontherivertoimproveoveral safety. Heof-
feredto work withlocal managementto relax current regula
tions,

A decisionisexpected soon, sincethe park will begin taking
reservationsfor the 1994 season on January 1.

Riversin State Parks (WV): In early October, the AWA's Rich
Bowersand Roger Harrison of the West Virginia Rivers Codlition
(WVRC) met with Al Dean, Director of WV State Parks.

Atissue werethe accessrestrictionsactually initiated and ru-
mored to beinitiated by park managersat Vdley Fals, Audra,
and Blackwater State Parks. Onerumor held that puttingin, tak-
ing-out, and portagingwasgoingto be prohibited to boatersin ev-
ery stateparkin WV.

Mr. Dean wasa quiter helful in sortingthisout. Nostatelaw
now currently existsthat setsstate parkland off-limitsto river ac-
cess. Deanalso stated that state parkshavean obligationto a-
low boater to scout, and that there could be no restrictionsfor
portagingd Vdley Falls, dueto considerationsof potential lega
liability. Dean alsoinformed the AWA and WVRC that state recre-
ation lawswould be reviewedin the near-futureand that boater
commentswould be solicited..
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the mumber one threat to =

Youar Mama

Aikldress

City -

State ————Zip —  Brief description of access problem or opportunity, and potentia
Phone No. (W)= (H) resource;

Primary boating activity: (please circle one) — [ =% =3
KI C1 OC S Rit Other

Canyou recommendother boatersinvolved withthi s |ssue’>_ -
i ACCESSTHREAT OR OPPORTUNITY: Name = -
Nameof River: Address _

) thone No. (W/H) F -
' Threatened segment(s): Club Affiliation?

State:CountiesS me,. HOW can the American Whitewater Affiliationhelpin this
situation?

Type of Recreation Resource- (pleasecircle)
Class | 1 mmvV v+

Potential popularity of river areaif accesswere
avalable  Low Medium  High
_ Name of Devel oper, Agency, Utility or other L andowner

Pope Barmow Joe Gredner Josr Plliam

1994 AWA Board of Director sElection
Six CandidatesNominated to Decison Making Body

Six candidateshave been submitted by the AWA ExecutiveCommitteefor approval by the general
membershipfor inclusonontheBoard o Directors.
Their biographiesand statementswere published in the November/December issue of thi s maga-
zinefor your consideration.
Pleaseindicate your approval or disapprova onthe enclosed ballot and returnit to the AWA, Box
85, Phoenicia, New Y ork 12464.
Candidatesrequirea minimumof 50%approval from the membershipto be namedto the Board.
Ballots must be postmarked by February 20,1994.

Bdlot- 1994 AWA Board of DirectorsElection

— — [Approve DlSﬂ)erd Raurn w Fd)ruay 20,1%4
PoéeB to AWA, Box 85, Phenicia,
arrow
| JoeGreiner | 7 N.Y. 12464
L | JoePulliam [
Ron Stewart
— BarryTuscano |

Barry Tuscano
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FLOWS MAY i

BE CUT BACK+
ON UPPER YOUGH

by Pope Barrow

The PennsylvaniaEl ectric Company has submitted an applica-
tionto the Maryland Department of Natural Resourcesfor a new
permitto operatethe Deep Creek Projectin Garrett County,
Maryland. The project controlsthe artificial flowson Maryland's
Upper Y oughiogheny River that havemadetheat river oneof the
nation's premier whitewater I uns.

Theexisting Federal licensefor the Deegp Creek Project ex-
pired on December 31,1993. No new Federal licensewill beis
sued becausethe project has beenfound subject to State, not
Federal, jurisdiction. Afird State permitisexpectedto beissued
sometimeearly in 1994. The permit will control flowsinthe river
for at least the next 3 years— and maybefor aslongas14 years.

The proposed new permit, first unveiledin August of 1993,
wasa BIG disappointmentto whitewater boaters.

The permit, as proposed in August, would do alot for fisher-
ies, and probablyimprovepower revenuesaswell. But these ben-
efitswould comeat the expenseof whitewater recreationoppor-
tunities.

Boatershave enjoyed the power generationflowsonthe U p
per Yough for morethan adecade. Thanksto excellent coopera
tionfrom the power company, water wasscheduled and predict-
able. Releaseson Fridaysand Mondays, plusone Saturday a
month, from April through October were almost a certainty ex-
ceptinthedriest of times. Phone notificationof forecast rel eases,
provided aweek ahead of time, allowed boatersand raft compa
niesto plantorun theriver on acertain day. Theexact hourly
schedulewasal so provided by phoneontheday o therelease. In
thelast few years, rel easeswere 3 hourslonginstead of 2 hours,
greetly improvingthe boatability of theriver.

It wasahappy arrangement. But it all appearedto be coming
toan end under the proposed new permit floated out for public
review in Augus.

How didthi s happen ?

Asbest wecantell, fisheriesadvocateswithin Maryland DNR
have been dreaming of makingthe Upper Yough into atrout fish-
ery, and have not been too concerned about the effectstheir
schemesto bringt hi s about may have on whitewater recreation.

Currently, most of the Upper Yough issuitable only for warm
water fish. Trout need cool water, and the Yough has never been
much of atrout stream because, on hot cloudlesssummer days,
trout smply cook, especially in the shallow, wide, shadel esssec-
tionsdownstream of HoyesRun. Inthi s portion of the river there
isasmall cold water refugelocated at the base of the Deep Creek
projectwhere enough cold water |eaksfrom the bottom of the
reservoirto keep afew trout dliveon stressful summer days.

| Sometrout can also survivethe heat inafew tributariesand in
| some poolsat the mouth of tributaries.

As DNR fisheriesadvocatessaw it, having artificial cold water
flowson hot days could expand the limited cold water refuge
now existingin theriver, improvingthe chancesfor trout surviva
in hot, low-flow periods. The new permit seemed to Maryland

| DNR fisheriesadvocatesto be a perfect opportunityfor an ex-
| perimentalong theselines.

That isexactly what the August version of the proposed new
permit did. It required Penn Electo refrigeratethe river whenever
necessary to prevent trout from parboiling. " Temperatureen-
hancement" rel easeswoul d haveto occur whenever natural flows
arelessthan 100 cfsand the temperaturein the section between
the dam and Sang Runisexpected to reach 25 degreesC. Since
there was no provision for advance noticeof thereleases, no
boaters(other than the most alert locals) could usethe flows to
run theriver.

In additionto "temperatureenhancementflows’, the proposed
permit required minimum flowsto improvefish habitat. These
would also reduce the amount of water availablefor scheduled
generation- and for whitewater.

Theproposed permit had athird damagingfeature. It would
shift thelakefilling and emptying dates alowing more generation
to occurinthelatefal and early spring when power ratesare
higher. Thiswould improve power revenues but shorten the boat-
ing season on both endsand reducethe amount of water avail-
ablefor summer whitewater aswell.

Al o thesechangeswould diminish whitewater recreationo p
portunities. The proposal could resultin dramatically reduced
flowsfor whitewater duringalmost al of the April through Octo-
ber boating season. The customary 3 hour rel easeswould be
much lessreliable, and the August Upper Yough racerelease
could beathing of the past. Under the proposed new permit,
power rel easeswhich could be used for whitewaterwould be 33%6
fewer than the historical average. Rel easesusabl e by whitewater
would be especidly hard to come by in certain months: April
(76%fewer), September (52%fewer) and October (51%f ewer).

Theprocesswhichled tothi s result wasflawed fromthestart.
Maryland State officia snegotiated for morethan ayear with the
PennsylvaniaElectric Company to decide how the projectshould
be operatedafter the Federal permit expired. But until thefirst
week of December 1993, no commercial or noncommercial
whitewater interestswereinvited to participatein any of the
studiesor detailed discussionsregardingthe effectsaf the pro-
posed permit.

American Whitewater made repeated and persistent effortsto
becomeinvolved, but AWA’s requestswere rejected until Decent-
ber of 1993 when, finally, some hopeful signsbegan to appear.

After the proposed permit was published, it wasturned over
to aState hearingofficer, RebeccaQuinn. Ms. Quinnwanted all
thefactsonthetableand invited boatersto meet faceto face
wvith DNR and Penn Elec. Findly, in early December,shewas
abletoarrangea mesting.

At the December meeting, commercial boatersand noncom-
mercid boaters(represented by AWA) wereableto explaintheir
concernsabout the proposed permit and ask for changesto re-
ducethe permit's negativeimpacts on whitewater recreation.

Whilethe outcomeisgtill uncertainAs of thi s writing, boaters
are now engaged in an exchangeof informationand ideaswith
Penn Elec and areincreasingly optimisticthat thefinal permit
will bea bigimprovement over the disastrousproposal published
inAugust of 1993. 1
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FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS
Dagger, Millbrook Boatsand

OhiopyleRi s ScoreBigfor
AWA

by Phyllis Horowitz

A mgjor, never ending aspect of non-profit work is
fundraising. AWA isno exception— the Whitewater Defense
Projectisone hungry animd to feed.

During 1993three membersof the whitewater industry took
mattersinto their own hands. Through separate programs Dag-
ger, Millbrook Boatsand Ohiopyle Printshel ped AWA raised-
most $7,000for whitewater conservation! Their effortsprovethat
no event or concept istoosmall to bed value. Alittlebit here
and alittlebit there can add up significantly.

AWA applaudstheinitiative, generosity and commitment of
such goodfriends. Hereiswhat they didfor us.

AWA/DAGGER PADDLE-A-THON

Now initssecond year,thisannual event garnered $3,983from
itsparticipants. The paddlerswent al out to gather sponsors, as
they vied

for thefantasticgrand prizesdonated by Dagger Canoe Com-

panl%ussell Groh of Frederick, Marylandwon the Dagger canoe or
kayak of hischoice; Heidi Domeisen of MarsHill, North Carolina
wasa closesecondto receivea Dagger wood kayak paddleand
Kerry Deardorff of Chicago,lllinois(last year's First Grand Prize
winner!) earned himself a Dagger Quintus paddie.

All Paddle-A-Thoncompetitorsreceived aspecial edition
Neely T-shirt commemorating their effort on behalf of AWA, and
some also received AWA productsas prizes.

Even better, a number of AWA Affiliate Clubsbenefitted from
theevent. AsPaddie-A-Thon rulesspecify, AWA donatesto Affili-
ate Clubs 25%0df the event's proceedsgenerated by their partici-
patingmembers. Thi s year, Western CarolinaPaddlers, Chicago
Whitewater Association, Adobe Whitewater Club and, Merrimack
Vdley Paddlerswere awarded prizemoney for local projects.
The BluegrassWildwater Association wasalsodigible, but gra:
cioudy waivedthe donation.

AWA thanks Dagger for itssupport with the Paddle-A-Thon.
Indeed, without Dagger'sgreat prizes, there would be no event!

Accordingto Dagger President (and new AWA Director) Joe
Pulliam, "Were excited to havebeen a part of the Paddie-A-Thon
right fromthedart. Thi s programisanother exampleof AWA’s
creativity and ability to make something out of nothing. Dagger
donated $1,400in prizes, which becamea$4,000 addition to
Whitewater Defense Program coffers. Speskingfor both Dagger
and AWA, I'd liketo thank everyonewho participated.”

MILLBROOK BOATSRAFFLE

New Hampshire custom boat designer and owner of Millbrook
Boats, John Kazimierezyk, isavery energetic man. As an open
boat national champion, Kaz thought he could combine hisboat-
making skills and visibility on the racing circuit with hiscommit-
ment to whitewater conservationto raisealittle money for AWA.

In 1991 he put together araffleto benefit AWA and did very
wdl. But thisyear hewent all out. Assumingtotal responsibility

Left to Right: John Kazimierczyk and Millbrook Boats Raffle winners
Tom Gillmore, Greg Phillips and Don Sperry after the Farmington
Slalom Drawing

for the fundraiser, he again offered a Millbrook canoeas Grand
Prize, but then went onto personally solicit additional valuable
prizesfrom Fine Line Paddles, Riversport, Zoar Outdoor, Budda
Bear, Mitchdl Paddles, VVoyageur, All Outdoors, Rapidstyle, Coun-
try Canoeist, Mountain State Canoe & Kayak and Clarke Out-
doors!

Throughoutthe 1993 racing season, Kaz could befound
hawking raffleticketsin between hispace-setting runs. It paid
off bighme. By thetimethe winnerswere drawvn on October 17
at the Farmington Salomin New Boston, Massachusetts, $1,886
had beenraised for AWA.

Kaz washappy to share hismotivationfor producingthe
reffle:

"Theriversweenjoy paddling ar e in danger of being destroyed
forever. Every day some bozo comesup with ahairbrainedidea
that will crippleariver welove. Theproceedsfromthis raffle,
even though they seem small, will helpinthefight for river pro-
tection. Heck, if every manufacturerdid the same, theresults
would beastronomical. Thefight could bewon. Thebozos
wouldnt stand a chance.

ThanksKaz forthi s valiant effort. Andthanksto al thespon-
sors who gave what they could to support the event.

OHIOPYLE PRINT TAG SHIRTS

Scott Bortree of Ohiopyle Printshasbeenalong-timesyrnpa-
thizer withwhitewater conservation and accessissues. He made
ahabit of giving AWA some nice breakson T-shirt production
over theyears. But still hewanted to do more.

In early 1993, he devised an innovativeplan. Ohiopyle Prints
designed two AWA “tag shirts" to besold by membersaf its
dedler network. For each tag shirt regularly sold, AWA would re-
ceive$l; for eachshirt sold at the Gauley Festival,$6.

The proceedsadded up nicely. OhiopylePrintstag shirts net-
ted AWA $1,093for about hdf ayear'sworth of sales. Thispro-
gramisongoing and isagreat exampleof something being both
good for businessand good for whitewater at thesametime.
Thanks, Scott, for caring.

Scott pointsout thatt hi s programis not only ongoing, but
should be rapidly expandingin thefuture. "Werelooking for
new dealersall thetime. Thereare many out therewhofee as
we do about AWA. Thereareanumber of river groups, but asa
whitewater enthusiast, ANA iSTIIE organizationto support.”

Perhapsyou might be ableto help out AWA inasimilar way?
Maybeyou have some creativenew slant of your own? AWA Ex-
ecutive Director PhyllisHorowitz would be morethan happy to
work with you in launchingyour project. AWA isalsowillingto
offer whatever support isrequired..
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BIM RELEASESFLAWED ARKANSASMANAGEMENT PLAN

by Bill Baker Creek ecosystem;it appearsto actually advocate the construction

The Bureau of Land Management has released the Draft Re- of twodams; and it treats noncommercial boatersas subservient
source Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement tothe commercid interests. Inaddition, the Draft containssev-
for the Royd Gorge ResourceArea Thisareaisapproximately eral contradictory statementsdf fact; itignoresvitaly important
320 mileslong, 250 miles wide, and includesthe ArkansasRiver. information; and it violatesprovisionsdf federal law.

Initspresentform, the Draft is unacceptabl efor thefollowing Toreceiveacopy o the Draft, contact the BLM’s Canon City
reasons: it fallsto protect the Arkansas River fromthetwodams  District Office@ (719)275-0631.
proposed by ColoradoSprings; it failsto addresstheissueof Please send your commeius (beforeJanuary I to Dave
nonpointsource pollution;it failsto adequately protect the Ar- Taliaferro, RMP Project Manager, Bureau of Land Management,
kansas River ecosystem; it failsto properly protect the Beaver Canon City District Office, PO Box 1171, Canon City, GO 81212.

ANNOUNCEMENT
OF AWA STAFF JOB

Pogtion Title: AccessProgram
Coordinator

Category: Fall time

L ocation: Silver Spring,MD (AWA
Conservation Program Office)

Responsibilities:

Primary: Coordinate AWA River Access
Program, devel opingand implementing
strategic plan toimproverecreational river
access under supervisionof Conservation
Program Director. Work includesland ac-
quisition, research, problem solving
through networkingand negotiation, writ-
ing arti clesand gatheringinformationfrom
local contacts. |mprove communications
with board members, regional coordina
torsand local volunteers. Somelobbying
and fundraisinginvolved.

Secondary.. Assist Conservation Pro-
gram Director in al aspects of river con-
servationwork (publications, communica
tionsmembership development, litigation
support, and research).

Qualifications: Bachelorsdegree. Vd-
unteer or staff experiencein environmen-
tal, outdoor recreation,or relatedfields.
Stronginterest in outdoor recreation, espe-
cialy whitewater sports, preferred. Con-
siderationwvill be given to communications
skills, computer skills (word processing,
database management,and communica
tions), and ability to functionindepen-
dently in decentralized
non_bureaucratic_type environment.

Sdary: Entry level, commesuratewith
qualifications.

ToApply: Sendaletter, resume, and
referencesto thefollowingaddress before
January 31,1994. The positionisavailable
immediately and applicationswill be
screened asthey comein.

AL quality |:r.|||r|lmj;_ e, Fvennwhone

AWA ConservationProgram Director
8460 Fenton Street, Suite 910
Silver Spring, MD 20910

AWAIi's anegual opportunity
employer. i
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New England EL.O.W. Recelves

“Outstanding River Advocate

American Rivers

Thedirectorsof New En-
gland FL.OW., acodlition of
whitewater boating groups,
have received the Outstanding
River AdvocateAward from
thenational conservation
group American Rivers.

Theaward wasmade at
TheFutureof AmericasRivers
conferencein Arlington, Vir-

g ni 3, whichwassponsored by
American Riversin conjunc-
tionwithsix federal agencies
and other conservation organi-
zations.

The Outgtanding River Ad
vocate Award recognizesthe
effortsof New England
FL.OW. towinrecreational
whitewater releasesonthe
DeerfieddRiverinwestern
Massachusettsand southern
Vermont.

Thedirectorsof FL.OW.

" recently concludeda three-

Sivermng Rg Box 5. Brispn

year negotiationwith New En-
gland Power Co. that will pro-
vide32 summertime
whitewater releaseson the
Monroe Bridgesection of the
Deerfield River, and 106 sched-
uled rel easeson the Fife Brook
sectiondf theriver. There
were previoudy noscheduled
boatingflowsontheriver.
Asaresult of theagree-
ment, acommercid raftingin-
dustry hasflourishedonthe
Deerfield,and privatekayakers
and canoeistsnow havereli-
ableand excitingsummer
whitewater to paddie.
FL.OW., Friendsfor the
Liberation Of Whitewater,isa
codlitionaof the major paddling
groupsin New Englandinclud-
ing the American Canoe Aso-

| ciation, Appalachian Mountain

" Award from

-_CI ub, AmericanWhitewater Af-

filiation, Kayak and Canoe
Club of Boston, Housatonic
AreaCanoeand Kayak Club,
MerrimacVdley Paddlers, and
the Rhode Idand Canoe Club.
In addition, representatives of
theU.S. Whitewater Team,
American Rivers, and the
Deerfidd River Outfitters are
membersof the FL.OW. board
of directors.
Thecodlitionwasformed
in 1989to represent boaters
duringtherelicensingd hy-
dropower damsonthe
Deerfield River. FLOW. has
taken stepsto improve boating
and conservation on the Mill-
ersRiver and theLittleRiverin
western Massachusetts, The
Ashuelot and Souhegan Rivers
in New Hampshire, and the
Wes Riverin Vermont. In

~Maine, FL.OW. hasentered

Siler vt

paddles for the enthusiast
- .

il Iﬁi

eyl MO 26713 708 a88.9542
5 o |

L1 -—-I

the hydropower
relicensing projects
on the Kennebecand
Penobscot Rivers,
and on Moxie
Stream.

American
Rivers thelargest
river conservation
group inthe nation,
sponsoredthe con-
ferenceto celebrate
the 25th anniversary
of theenactment of
the National Wid
and Scenic Rivers
System. About 700
personsfrom across
the country attended

inArlington.
Thedirec-
torsof New England
FL.OW. include:
Tom Christopher,
Jim Dowd, Tom
Foster, Joan
Hildreth, Bl|
Hildreth, Rick
Hudson, Bruce
Lessels, Chuck
Peabody, Norman
Sims, and John J.
Valera.ll

.

r,
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_LOSETWOFORES

AFPPEAL
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The Tenth U8, Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals
has denied a request by
an environmental copli-
tiom, led by the Environ-
mental Defense Fund, (o
imtervene in a lavwsuit
between metropolitan
Deaver water providers
and the Environmental
Protection Agency.

Brief Chronology of
Two Forks Dam

LR Deriver Wiker Lhe-
partment granted water
rights at the confluence of
South Platte and North
Fork

JEEL: Dy constnsction
right-of vy gronded

JEEEE Disnaver Water
B Endtisdes paermit np=
plication under section 494

themeetingsNov. 47

ol thet Clesan Wader Act

LIS (rovemior
Romer grants appeoval for

_TwoForksgoahead

LB Corps of Engi-
neers OK's construction

34 Environmental
Protecthon Agency an-
noumsees inlenton (o me-
view the project, signaing
a possihde veto

112V EPA Adminis-
trator William Rellly sus-
taina the EPA vetn, citing
violation of Clean Water
Act - less damaging altes-
nalies wene avaklnlide

1ERE]: Metropalitan wie
ter providers fle suit to
oo vielo

MR E ] Emvironmen:
Ll Diefense Pumd, Colo-
o Ervironmental Can-
e, Nuthonal Awdubon So-
ciety, mnd American Eivers
fili= a motbon o intervens
on the sade of the EFA

LA LR, Deistriet
Lo dendes molion to in-
ierven:

LLEVEE: 115, Cioat of
Appezals dendes motion to
imtervencll






October 16 and 17 morethan  torshad mixed opinionsabout thisevent,  the pond came ashoreand madetheir

: Austria. and by the end of the competitionmost mark! The Britishinvadedwith splat hel-
00 compelntors from ustna, agreed it should not have been included. metsand UnionJacks. They surprisedal

Canada, Germany, Great Brit-  Asfor spectators,inaword, theeventwas ~ asthey blasted pourovers, swiped rocks,

—— Boring!! Five hoursdf ferrying, surfing and cartwheeled on center stage.
d, Itdy, ‘HHL New Z@m and eddy hopping was, as one spectator But two wordsbest describedthe ac-

i Y i put it, worset han watching Goreand tionat Torpedo,"WaynesWorld". Wayne
SO.‘/ma’ a)an’ Snitzerland and the Perot debate NAFTA. Gentry was Mr. Consistent and hit the only
United States, descended on Followingthe"NAFTA debate’..aka  major down time; hecleanly led the pack

; the Freestyle Competition.., theaction by the end of thefirst day.
DlleUOWIl, N md.the Ocoee River for moved down stream to Torpedo, for the Whilethelittle boats weresinkin’ at
the 1993 Wald Whitewater Rodeo, squirt competition Torpedo, the open boatswereflyin’ at Hell

. . Themystery cult included squirtists Hole. 15men and 2 women worethe col-
Meddlist eventsincluded K-1 surfece from Japan, Germany, Canada, Gresat Brit-  orsof Switzerland, Great Britain, Ger-

omen dnandtheUS Althoughtheoverdllevd  many, Canadaand the United States.
for both men mq W ’,001’ Gl of competition wasnot as high asthat at Thanks to the cooperationaof the TVA, the
urfaceand mens K1 squurt. the Ocoee Rodeo, the boysfrom across facilitiesat Hell Holeweresuperb. Spec-

"Exhibitionevents”, which did not re-
quiretherepresentationd at least five
countries,included C-1 squirt and
women's K-1 squirt.

Besidessporting an international flair,
the World Rodeo wasquitedifferent from
previousArnerican Rodeos. Thesurface
competitions; K-1, C-1, and OC-1; con-
sisted of two events: Hole Riding (at Hell
Hole) and Freestyle Through a Rapid
(judged on acoursejust below thedam at
Entrance). Holeridingwasweightedto
70% of thetotal score.

The Freestyle course wasddlineated
with numbersand conesontop of rocks
just above eddiesthat competitorstriedto
catch. Boatersattained, ferried, and
surfed back and forth acrosstheriver,
scramblingto catch the designatededdies.
The moredifficult moveswererewarded
with morepoints. For example, a back
ferry or back surf earned four points,
whileafront ferry or surf merited only
two. Nolimitwasplaced ontimeor the
number of attemptsutilized to makea
move. Thecompetitorwiththe highest
point total won. Elapsedtimewouldonly
be consideredto break atie between com-
petitorsfinishing with the same number of
points.

Freestyle Through a Rapid wasin- F £
cludedinthe competitionat theinsistence b
of the Europeancompetitors,whoargued e
that the World Whitewater Rodeo Cham-
pionshould beableto do morethan just
rideahole. From theonset U.S competi- ol
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tators werepermitted to watchfromthe
bridge. Contestantsand spectators were
a so given accessto theriver left bank
throughthe TVA gate, and the TVA even
designated a contestant areato include
changing tentsand latrinefacilities. To
topt hi ngs off, chiropractorsand massage
therapistswereon hand towork on sore
muscles.

Following the open canoefinal sthe
party wasrockin’ back at Ocoee Rafting.
Over $7,000 wasraisedfor AWA from the
silent auction, raffleand gatefee. $1,000
m the proceedsd the Ocoee Rodeoand
the World Championshipsisalsobeing
givento the Park Service to clean up the
graffiti along Hwy. 64 and the Ocoee River.

Conservation remainsthe goal of
wrhitewater rodeo, not only inthe United
Saates, but acrossthe globe. Representa-
tives fromall countrieshad agreedt et
half of al donationswouldgoto river con-
=ervation. Thegeneral principal isthat
whitewater rodeo, unlikeany other sport
irs the world, will not offer prizemoney to
a few winners, but instead benefit the envi-
rcnment and the paddling community asa
whole

Hdl Holewasthesite of all theaction
onSunday. Theformat wasabit different
thanthat @ the Ocoee Rodeo. TheK-1
surface eventswere broken into heats,
with8to 10 boatersper heat. Each boater
made 3oneminute rideswiththeir best
two ridescounting. Thetop eight then ad-
vanced to the head to head finals.

Ancther differencewasin theformat
for judging. To adequatelyexplainthis
judging systemwould requirean articlein
and of itself. In brief, the new system as-
signed point valuesto each possiblefacet
of holeridingto alow judgesto objec-
tively scoreeach move. Judge#1 evalu-
ated flat and elevated spinsand awarded
pointsfor hand movesand syle. Judge#2
scored entranceand exit moves, added
pointsfor hand use, and d so eval uated
style. Theother two judgesscored Polish
enders, Whip-its, Wingovers,and
Mctwists..

Yes surfaceboatersare now talking
inacult languagetoo. Trandated,an
ender is"Polish” whenthetip of the boat
passesover the boater's head. A “Whip-it”
isavertica cartwheel with the deck paral-
lel tothe current. Whip-its ar e usualy ac-

complished inthe center of ahole. A
“McTwist” isalow angle (up to 900) ender
that usestheshoulder of aholeand a
"Wingover"isa Mctwist using a duffek.
Got that??

Althoughthe judging system objec-
tively scored al these moves, many com-
petitorsfelt thesystem did not adequately
reward difficult entrance movesor the abil-
ity to executedifficult moveswhileremain-
inginthe hole. Otherscomplainedthat no
individua judgeevauatedtherideasa
whole.

But, al thingsconsidered, most every-
oneagreed that thejudgesdid on excellent
job! Special thanksgo to Jennifer Wiger
for coordinatingjudging and to Frank
Meyer for hisdevelopmentof thesurface
boat judgingsystem. Those displeased
with the judging are being encouragedto
suggestimprovementsto the planning
committee for the next event.

Theonly downsideto the competition
resultedfrom alack of time. In order to
completethe competitionthe men's K-1
squirtfinalsat Hell Holewasbased ona
singleone minuteride.. instead of the
planned best 2 out of 3rides. Becauseof
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timelimitationsthe "exhibitionevents’
could not competeat Hdl Holeat dll.

L ater the steeringcommitteemembers
for both the Ocoee Rodeo and the 1995
World Championship Rodeoagreed that in
thef ut ure thesmaller eventswould not be
cut short again.

Squirt boat hole riding had been
droppedfrom the Ocoee Rodeofor the
past two yearsbecausefew fed that hole
ridingisthe best format to judgesqui rt
boating. 1t wasadded to the World Cham-
pionshipsd theinsistenceof the British.
Theriversin Britainand Europehavefew
deep eddiesand most squi rt boating
acrossthe Atlanticisdonesurfing holes.
Hdl Hole provedto be aBritish mate, as
al three Brits blasted up inthe standings
duringthe competitionthere

The headto headfinalsfor the K-1 sur-
face eventssettled the questionof who
would be the 1993World Champions. The
excitementd the head to head shootout
wasa bit anti-climatic. Thelong day had
takenitstol| asboaterswere unableto
match their spectacular preliminaryruns.
Nonethel ess,the crowd went wild as boat-
ersgaveittheirdl. Thehomecourt ad-
vantageseemedto tip thescalesinfavor
of theU.S. Easternwomen at Hell Hole.
Although, Britain'sBrigit Thomasand
VictoriaYoungaswell as Germany's
SandraSchmidt al soseemed to find the
sweet spot. Inthe men's event Jan Kellner
wasthe only non-yankee doodleto makea

showingat Hell Hole. That cameasno
surprise, however, sinceJan had finished
thirdat the 1991 Ocoee Rodeo and wasthe
1991 World Champion.

When the dust settled Eric Jackson
edged out Dan Gavere inthe men's com-
petition, while Roxanne McDonough held
off the British invasion and Brigit Thomas.
But the competitionat Hell Holerepre-
sented only 70% of thetotal score, the rest
wasdetermined by the" FreestyleThrough
a Rapid" competition.

Following thefi rd s, the scene moved
to Sunburst Rafting for dinner and the
awardsceremony. Whenthe pointswere
totaledthe U.S. had swept the men'sK-1
event, and like baseball'sMr. October,
Jackson isalso the name of whitewater's
Mr. October. Yes EricJacksonrolled up
ontop, followed by Scott Shipley, Shane
Benedict,and Jan KdIner. Brigit Thomas
emerged the women's World Champion,
followed by Roxanne McDonough, Susan
Gentry, and SandraSchmidt.

Dde Johnson held off the Canadian
chargefrom Mark Schriver and Paul Ma
son to becomethe Open Canoe World
Champion. WhileAlan Braswell wonthe
C-1 eventfollowed by New Zealand's
Donad Calder and Scott Shoup. Lee
Bonfiglio edged out Britain'sRobert
Campbell and Wayne Gentry to win the K-
1squirt World Championship.

Monday Ocoee Rafting hosted a plan-
ning meeting for the 1995 World
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Whitewnter Rodeo. Countrics represenied
included Canada, Grest Britain, Germany,
Japan and the U.S Germany wassel ected
asthesitefor the 1995 Worlds. The Ger-
nans will determinethe exact site, but the
ElISCand in Augsberg,a man madefacil-
ity, was mentioned asthe most likely con-
tender. A PreeWorldsin Germany isalso
planned for the summer of 19%4.

Asteering committeewith onerepre-
sentativefrom Canada, Great Britain, Ger-
many, Japan, and the United Stateswas
formed and will work out issueson judg-
ing and how best to minimize host country
advantagewith respect to practicingat the
sitepriortothe Worlds.

Whitewater Rodeo continuesto
presentagreat resource for conservation.
Somearguethat rodeoswill only cause
over crowded play holesto see moreac-
tion. No doubt play holeswill see greater
activity, but the capacity of riverstosup
port the private boating sector isby no
meansspent. Inadditionto conservation,
rodeo sponsorshipcould be used toim-
provefacilities,aswell asto build "urban
canals', or even" create” play holeson ex-
iging rivers.

No doubt large scal e sponsorship will
be sought similar to World Cup skiingfor
bothindividuasand events. Largecrowds
will bea key factor in convincingsponsors
that whitewater rodeo isagood advertis-
inginvestment. TV coveragewiill be an-
other key ingredient. To maintainspecta-
tor interest event formats will haveto be
action packed and provideimmediate
feedback vialargescore boardsand time
clocks. Onesuggestedformat changewas
thedimination of the headto headfinds.

A number of whitewater manufactur-
ershaveclearly taken rodeoto heart. Per-
ception designedthe PirouetteSS, Dagger
designedthe Transition,and Pyrahna
madeimprovementsto the Stunt Bat for
the competition. ThePrijon Hurricane
wasthe other boat of choicefor contes-
tants. Sponsorship, no doubt played a ma
jor rolein determiningwhich boat acon-
testant paddied. Still all four, manufactur-
ershad boatsinthefirds. Itisgratifying
to see manufacturersturning out new de-
signs, dlowing the sport to pushitslimits.

If dl goeswell Whitewater Rodeo
shouldtake off likesport climbing. Butit
will takelotsof hard work.

Thosewho want thesport to grow and
becomealegitimateWorld Cup or Olym+-
pic event shouldvolunteer their timeand
energy by contactingrodeo organizers.

The 1994 Ocoee Rodeoi s scheduled
forthell" & 12™ of June. Susan Gentry
will, onceagain, be the organizer. Inter-
ested volunteers may contact her at 646
Deer Creek Tral , Hoschton, GA 30543. 1

I
Photo Credits for The World
Championship Rodeo: page 34, photos
by Rudolph Lopez; page 35-38, photos by
Sandi Loftis

1993 Whitewater RBodeo World Championship Results

K- Women
1) BrigetThomas GBR
2) Dawn Benner US(W)
3) Nancy Wiley US(W) |
gl; Sandra Schmidt GER
RoxanneMcDonough US(E)
6) Susan Gentry TIS(E
7) Janet Wiey Us(W)
8) Louise Wigmore GBR
K-1 Women
1) RoxanneMcDonough US(E)
2) Briget Thomas GBR
3) Susan Gentry US(E)
4) Hannah Swvayze US(E)
5) Sandra Schmidt GER
6) Risa Callaway osiw)
7) Karen Elaine Mann US(E)
8) Victoria Young GBR
K-1 Women
Iy Briget Thomas GBR
7} RoxanneMcDonough US(E) |
A} Susan Gentry US(E) :
43 SandraSchmidt GER
Gl Hannah Swayze US(E)
& Dawn Benner US(W)
71 Karen ElaineMann US(E)
Bl RisaShimodaCallaway US{W)

Freestvle Through A Rapid : 30%
1) Lee Bonfiglio
Edo Etexbesria ESP
3) Scott Shipley Us(W)
4) EricJackson US(W)
5) Bob McDonough RS
6) CorranAddison US(E)
7) Werner Moritz GER
8) ShaneBenedict US(E)
Hell Hole : 70%
K-1 Men
1) EricJackson US(W)
2) DanGavere US(W)
3) ShaneBenedict US(E)
4)  Jan Kdlner GER
5) Scott Shipley Us(W)
6) Mak Lyle US(E)
7) BobMcDonough US(E)
8) CorranAddison US(E)
Qverall
K-1 Men
1) EricJackson US(W)
2) Scott Shipley US(W)
3) ShaneBenedict US(E)
4) Jan Kéellner GER
5) BobMcDonough US(E)
6) Lee Bonfiglio US(W)
7) DanGavere TS
8) Corran Addison US(E)
OC-1
1) DaeJohnson
23 Mark Schriver CAN
3) Paul Mason CAN
1) AlanBraswell US(E)
2) Donald Calder N2 D
3) Scott Shoup US(E)
Mens K-1 Squirt
1) LeeBonfiglio
2) Robert Campbell GBR
3) WayneGentry US(E)
Exhibition Events
irt (W
1) Susan Gentry US(E)
2| Sandra Schmidt GER
3) RisaShimodaCallaway US[W)
WORLD WHITEWATER RODEO
SPONSOR LIST
Premier
Chums
Dagger
Euro Kayaks
Mohawk
New Wave
Ocoee Rafting Inc.
Patagonia

Prijer: Wildwasser Sport

Pyranha: Impex International

Roger Scott's Outdoor Sports Center
Sunburst

Wild-Weater

World AthleticHealth Care Committee
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Gentry Video Productions
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Mountain Surf

Nantahala Outdoor Center
Ohiopyle Prints

Rio Tropicales

Rei-Atlanta
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SouthernTrailsInc.
Stohlquist/Colorado Kayak
Team Edge Ouitfitting
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ack in my callege days hitchhildng
‘ was considered o respectablde mode
of trnsporiation. The avernge
hitehing time to my homme n
Centerville, Tennesses from Nashville was
three s, Thie Ladd s ook two
hours- Inchading & stop in Wrighey, [ cookd
even befter the three howr time i my ride
il ot Dt mose T a2 thee imberseetion of
Highwrays 100 and 70,

1 did mot have an sitomobile. The bus
was dirty. Hitchhiking was exciting! Bug
even betier, it was cheap,

Thoss days are ancent history. In this
country respectable penogele simply do nol
hitchhike, Thumbing has beoome a kst
desperate act, reserved to those souls who
are dovam on thelr luck:

Think absoust the kst hitehblker you
SR SLATWRNG AL &N CRIFARGE TUp o an ne
tersinie highway. The bedragubed gure
was, no dhoubst, flthy and pathetic.

Bust hitchhiking sthll & imporiant, cur-
rency to thosecanoeistswho put ona
river or stream without stationing ave-
hicleat thetakeou..... avoiding elaborate
and time consuming shuttl earrangements:

Voila Theart of hitching hasbeen
resurrected. And, whenthe hitchhiker isa
boater, nosocial stigmaseemsto beat-
tached. Infact, catchingarideamong
paddlersseemsto haveattained a unique
status.

But needingto hitchhikeand beinga
hitcher aretwo differentthi rgs. There
are, o course, demonicdriversout there
who would gladly mutilatethe body of
anyonewho offershisor her thumb. But
we aretalking about risk taking here, and
getting up thecouragetostand ontheside
o theroad and plead isnot so different
than body surfing a ClassIV rapid. Asin
many endeavors, thinking ahead i simpor-
tant. Themind can not be disengagedto
succeed in hitchhiking.

Onceaboater decidesto hitchhike
certaintechniquesmust be put into place.
To pretend that avehiclewill stopfor a
motionless, passivehumanbeingiswish-
ful thinking. To bea hitchhiker one must
act likea personwhoistruly intent on get-
tingaride. Theaobjectiveismaketheon-
comingdriver wantto stop. A limpthumb
islikealimp handshake.

& [ﬂ‘_t -i-""- Calwiiasn

| N 1 e
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Canoeingand being wet are oneand
thesame. But how onelooksisnot so im-
portant asactions. Forget about the cha-
radewherethe hitcher partially exposes
an attractive calf and ankle. Sexisnhas
no more placein the day-to-day business
of ridesolicitationt han indiscriminateof-
ficeromance. Tosucceed in ridegetting
body languageisimportant, but of adiffer-
ent sort.

Making eye contact withthedriveris
mandatory. Thethumb-the universal sym-
bol-must be raised in a confident pose.
The head must rotatequickly, just asthe
vehicleapproaches. When, and hopefully
not if, thedriver stops, approachtheve-
hiclewithaquick step. Nottoofast
though, or the driver may fedl threatened.
And not too dow, thismay be perceivedas
indifference-and away theridewillgoina
cloud of dust.

Enter the stopped vehiclewith the
samereverenceasthefaithful enter anim-
pressiveGothic cathedral. Remember that
Americans continueto attach aeeriesg-
nificancetotheinternd combustionen-
gine. Payingacomplimenttothedriver's
tastein vehiclesisawaysin order.

Questionsabout maintenancehistory
wiill never be misinterpreted as beingtoo
persond. Inaland wherea humanbeing's
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valueis measured by the make, model and
year of vehicleownership, conversation
about servicerecords, fuel economy and
Ipms i Sde rigueur.

If there areothersinadditiontothe
driver, offerto getinthe back seat. Never
sitin or on anyone's lap without aninvita-
tion. Evenif theinvitationisgiven,try to
bereserved. A strangevehiclecan bea
dangerousplace, so watch out for fish-
hooks, chainsaws and sharp objects.

Somehitchhikersintroducethem-
selves, butthi s practiceiscontroversial.
Doitif it seemslikethethingtodo. Be
careful withthe subject of politics, unless
you areinapickupwith bullhornsonthe
front and a Confederateflag on the back.
Thenyou know what to say and how to
sayit.

A gunrack behindthe driverisan-
other giveaway. Pay closeattentionto
bumper stickers. Professingallegianceto
the school of the driver's choice some-
timeshelps. Talking sportsisawaysa
good opener. Ecologyand religionareno-
nos, unlessyou are sure.

Be careful about lettingthe driver dic-
tatethesubject. Of coursetherideris
obliged to disclosewhy any personwith
walking around sense would besofoolish
astovoluntarily paddleany kind of craft

&
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Class V-V kayak hips to h e Bio-Bio, Fuy, Manso,
and Fulaleufy Rivers in Chile and Argentina.
Run h e Bio-Bio while the dam remains unbuilt.
Call, fax, or write far free KAYAK CHILE KIT.

Sport International
212W . Cheyenne Mountain Boulevard
Colorado Springs, C 0 80906 USA.
Phone: 719-579-8759. Fox: 719-576-6238.
Tollfree in US. 1-800-779-1784.

KAYAK CHILE

L] |

NEW '93 CANOE
Descender

TheRapid Solutionto your
shortboat dilemma. Shorter,
Lighter & Quicker

READY -TO-PLAY

s [,

2362P Dresden Drive, NE, Atlanta, GA 30341

down foaming, rushingwhitewater-which
surely seems to any non-paddler asacer-
taininstrument of death. Otherwisetake
chargeand keep the conversationmoving.

Ontheinitial entry intothevehicle
some perfunctory remark should be made
about concernover gettingtheinterior of
thevehiclewet. However if thedriver was
aertenoughto noticeahemet, lifejacket,
and booties, it will not makeany differ-
enceanyway. Besides, whowould want
toridewith a personwho did not notice
such essentials?

Being politeisthe key. Th s sounds
sillytosay, but oncel picked up twolong
haired kayakers wearing earringsgoing
back to the put-in on the Ocoee River.
They never uttered oneword 6 me but
kept up arapid-fire conservationbetween
themselves. | told themthat | wasstop
pingat Hero's Right Rapid. After they got
out, | continued onto the put-in. Later on
theriver | thought | saw one d them give
me an obscenegesture, but | ignored hi m

| haveawayslooked forward to get-
tingarideonthe Ocoee. Peoplethere
seemto be predictable. Women by them-
salvessmile asthoughthey aredoing
something adventuresome and wicked.
Paddlersfrom Atlantahavethelatestin
canoeing gear and want to tell al about it

Qutdoor Recreation Program
presents

WHTBHTER WORLSHOP!

Satisfaction Guaranteed! T e
Gl tOdayN grrrt L%aa'(l')ei;ttplg;veat our ._ _nj'lthﬂi.f = Ep‘:'“m

4043255330 Mnawedcdeys || ool FGgRD
704488 2386 Nantahaa R om0 POCESSPETS !
- || =Emiroomenial [ssues ., RS L |
owEupment e
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and how muchthey paidfor it.
Fisherpersons never seemto haveany fish
withthem. Rangersand other government
employeesalmost never give rides, mak-
ing excusesto the citizenfor whom they
work that regulations prohibit passengers.

It has beenrumored that the authori-
tieswould liketo cut out the sacred prac-
ticedf hitchingon the Ocoee. They have
put up a new sign banningstopping, load-
ing or standing by the take-out exit. The
explanationiswith the 1996 Olympics in
the offingthat continuingto permit hitch-
hikingwould be dangerous. Moredanger-
oust han hundredsaof unnecessary shuttle
vehiclestraversing the highway? Perhaps
the Olympic Commiittee considershitchers
likestreet people-tobe removedfromthe
sight of televisioncameras.

Getting rideson the Ocoee, Hiwassee
and, to acertainextent, the Tellicoiseasy.
It isthe Cumberland Plateau, however,
that separatesthe really good hitchers
from the amateurs.

Gettingridesfromthelocalstherein
winter isan art form, requiring transfers
fromvehicletovehicle. Whenthe days
areshort, thestakes go up. On the next
triponthe Obed River try coming upfrom
Nemo bridgewith adeer hunter, then wait
in Wartburg for acoal truck. Hopefully
the cab will haveenough spaceinside.

But if perchancethedriver onthefina leg
of thejourney isthe same person who
brokeinto your car back at the put-in, be
careful.

Sometimesl enjoy gettingarideas
muchastherivertripitsef. Ontherivera
paddleris, for themost part, alone. Even
the best tandemteams havegiven up talk-
ingto each other. But driverswill often
sharethe most unusual and personal
things. Asalawyer, I try to giveasmuch
legal adviceaspossibleto, insomesmall
way, repay thedriver. Once our canoetrip
washeld up for alongtimewhenadriver
mademestay in hiscar and opineabout
hischild support payments. And | do not
practicedomesticrelationslaw anymore!

if milling around put-insand take-outs
isfunfor you, you will probably enjoy
hitchingaride. Mo paddlershavethein-
nate resourceful nessand intelligenceto
developtheskill of hitchingin notimeat
dl. Don't beshy. Remember, hitchhiking
promotesthe conservation of resources.

It promotesgoodwill among men and
women. And it satisfiesthelust for adven-
ture in us all.

Sothe next timetheshuttleisbeing
organized, volunteer to hitcharide.
Proudly show off askill to your friends
thet they never knew you hed.



"Wecamet 0 paddlethe
Bio Bio, not totrash it!"|
screamed. Jorge, our Chileanvan
driver, had just taken our green bags
o garbageand hurled them over the
cliff into the Bio Bio canyon. Jorge
shrugged hisshouldersand mumbled
somethingin Spanish.

"What did hesay, Pope?"

Pope Barrow, the only oneof us
who couldtranslate,said, " Jorgesays
what differencedoesit make? All of
thiswill soon be under water any-
way." | had noretort. Jorge's pessi-
mism wasa bit premature, but time
isrunningout.

Back: Scouting One-EyedJack with a
Caterpillar; Top Front: Pope Barrow, Lost Yak
; Below: Pope Barrow, Lost Yak ;Photos by
Mac Thornton



ToimaginetheBio Bio, take
the Class45 Upper Gauley and
multiply everything timesthree
— water volume, length, the
szed therocks, the depth of
the canyon. Add asmoking vol-
cano, ancient araucaria trees
lining the canyon rimslike para-
solsand scoresof waterfalls
pouringinfromthesides, one
of these 150feet high! Whet
youve gotisoned the most
gorgeous and enjoyable
whitewater riverson Earth.
Theflowsaverageabout two
thirdsdf that of the Colorado
river in the Grand Canyon, but
the BioBioistentimesassteep
— with an average gradient of
50 per mile.

Chileéslongest river, the BiOg
Bio, isClassZ-1 as it
drainsa high Andean val-
ley. Butwhentheriver
meetsJugbuster rapid at
thehead of Nirreco can-
yon,thi ngs pick up dra:
maticaly and stay that
way for the next 26 miles.
Paddlersusudly divide
the big stuff intothree
sections, each achaleng-
ing day's adventure;
Nirreco Canyon, the Hur+
dred Falls("Cien Saltos”)
section,and the Royd
Flush Gorge. Sadly, the
first of five proposed hy-
drodamsonthe BioBio
iscurrently being con-
structedinthe Roya
Flush Gorge.

Our small self-supported tripfrom
the D.C. areahad cometo Chileto ex-
periencefirst hand what the
whitewater world may lose. Pope,
who had led AWA’s important crusade
against the BioBio dans, had found
and hired our Chileandriver and avan.
Our group a soincluded whitewater
team assistant coach Gordon Bare,
guidebook gur u Ed Gertler and Emmy
Truckenmiller, a gty good sport,
beingthe only woman to join our dis-
reputablegroup of over-40 paddiers.
After Pope unsuccessfully tried to do
usinon various Class5 escapadesin
the Maipo River watershed, hees-
corted usup along Class6 gravel road
to our accommodationsat the Bio Bio.

Never onefor luxury, Popedepos-

Back: Pangue Darn-scars on hillside; Top:
Mac Thornton at Jug buster Bottom: Callaqui
Volcano in background

ited usin afarmyard owned by aman
named Victorino. Thisfarmyard was
oned the only flat spotsin proximity
tothe Bio Bio's whitewater. Onear -
ticlel had read onthe Bio Biospoke
dreamily of beingawakened by exotic
birdcdls. | cantell youthat theau-
thor o that articledid not camp where
wecamped. After aneveningd sam-
pling Chile's high-brow cabernet
sauvignon, | wasassaulted at 430 am
by theeall of multicoloredbirds with
red combsontheir heads. They
waked up to our tents, carefully pos-
tioned themsdlveseighteeninches
from ow heads, and screechedinan
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ungodly fashion.
“ER-er, ER-er,
ERRRRRRRIII”
Yes | admitthat |
threw rocksat them. But | did
NOT redly deservethe nick-
name Popeassignedto me:
"assisinode pollos’ — chicken
killer.
Thecampwasa
scatological wonderland: after
__thechickenstook their leave,
the pigsarrived, followed by the
goats. Thismenageriepre-
tended to nibbleonthegrass,
but they wereredly plottingto
W gobble up our breakfastswhen
d weturned our backs. They
circledour group like buzzards,
continually gaugingtheir
chancesd procuringamed.
Andthey left their calling
cardseverywhere.

We cooked our medls
and didthedishesasbest
we could; someadf usin
thethroesof
Montezuma’s revenge.
Theadvantagesof camp-
ing herewere: 1. theprice
wasright, aboutadollar a
day, 2. therewasa hot
spring next totheriver
just over the bank and 3.
wewerelocated at the
point where Niecco ends
and theHundred Fls
sectionbegins.

Hundred Falsisthe
best sectionto get accus-
tomed to the power o the
BioBio,soweputinjust

off thefarmyardonthefirst day. Al-

though we scouted alot of therapids,
they weremostly big water Class4s
with some hidden holes.

The next day | wasawakenedat
430am (again),and | laidin my deep-
ing bagfor 3 hours, tossed afew rocks
at thegallos, and contemplatedthe
day ahead. That day weran Nirreco
— the hardest section. Paddling
Nirreco with littleforeknowledged
the rapidsaccompaniedonly by my
usual West Virginiapaddlingbuddies
added considerably to the challenge

1 andthetension.

Eric Legper kindly hauled ustothe
top and we headed for Jugbuster. A
year prior to our trip, thisrapid be-
came moredifficult when alandslide



THRASHING & TRASHING ON THE EID BID

blockedthe usual left hand route. The
right sidefeaturedan intimidating
dropintoadoat, followed by acarom
totheright. The move waan't redly
that hard, but therewasa heavy pen-
alty for being off line.

Just downstream df Jugbuster we
found what might have caused the
landdide: aseismictesting station con-
structed by ENDESA, the Chilean elec-
tric utility. That meantthatthi swas
the proposed site of thegigantic Ralco
dam, whichwill, if it isconstructed,
dewater dl o what wewereabout to
paddle, further downin Nirecco can-
yon.
The Bio eased off for abit and we
rounded acorner for afull view of the
imposing Calagui volcano. Soonwe
cameto another bend in theriver and
westopped to scout the Milky Way, a
deceptively powerful rock garden
whereit'seasy to getlost.

Thiswasfollowed by Lot Yak,
wherewed| paused to watch Pope's
rin  After negotiating azig-zag ap-
proach, Pope reached an eddy above
thecrux move, apoint at whichtwo
massive currentsconverge. Which
way to brace? Popeguessed wrong
and flipped. It wasfortunate that he
rolled immediately intheturbulent wa:
ter, since not far below the Bio Bio
crashedintothe maglstromof Lava
South.

LavaSouth is much moreintimi-
datingthanitsnorthern brotherinthe
Grand Canyon. Heremost of the Bio's
flow smashed off the hideousriver left
wadl. Themiddleroute wasguarded
by amammoth pourover. Butat m e
ditm flows, atight and steep sneak
routewasopenonthefar right. We
took that sneak without much dither.

Theinfamous Cydopsand eight
other challenging rapidsfollowed,
most with offset holes, diagona waves
or both. Findly, we paddleduptothe
hot spring at camp and eagerly jumped
in.

We spent thethird day recuperat-
ingwith an easy second cruiseonthe
Hundred FallsSection. Then, on our
fourthday, we headed for the Royd
Flush Gorge. The Gorgestarted with
some Class3s, includingthe Ace
Thenthewallsclosed in at the Suicide
King ascreaming rightturn, acrash
1Ehrough awave, thenout. Smpleand

un

The Queen wasa big boul der gar-

denwhichwer an downtheleft, know-
ing that the infamousand awesome
One-EyedJack wasnext.

Aswe paddled up tothe Jack, omi-
nous, big ydlow signshanging from
therockswarned usd "PELIGRO'—
danger. Astheroar fromtheJackin-
creased, wegazed up the
mountainsides. They had been
stripped of their lush vegetation by
theindustriousAmerican yellow
antlike machines, the Caterpillars. The
result was huge, ugly scarson both
sidesdf theriver. Oned thebigants
rolled amulti-ton boulder into the
river just downstream. Whenthey
spotted us, thankfully, they stopped.

Here, ENDESA had cleared every-
th rg down to the bedrock for the 370-
foottdl Pangue Dam, whichwill flood
Royd Flush Gorge, and dewater the
river for milesbelow. Usudly thefirst
stage of hydroproject constructionin-
volvesthedigging of thediversontun-
nel, but herethetask of preparingthe
tunnel was being put off while
ENDESA cleared thesitedf thedam.
Bent on creating as much devastation
asquickly aspossible, ENDESA’s de-
mordizing strategy was apparently
amed at those of uswho just could
not bdievethat Chilewasabout to
damitscounterparttothe Yosemite
Vdley or the Grand Canyon.

Therewereseveral potentia
routesat One-Eyed Jack, nonedof them
easy, but at thelevd we saw thecom-
paratively easy sneak wasdown the
far left. Weweregladtotakeit.

TheTenrapidlocated just down-
stream changed daily asrockswere
rolledintotheriver. It had become
quitedifficulttor un and even more
difficult and dangerousto scout. One
could not becertainthat all the Cater-
pillarshave stopped work, and the hill-
sideswere ungtabledidesdf loose
rock and dirt.

At Tentheoneimperativewasto
avoid the giganticand powerful eddy
at the bottom left. Wemanagedthi s
by blasting through a wave/hole onthe
left center, then charging right ashard
asposshble

Morelong, enjoyablerapidsfol-
lowed until we reachedaswinging
footbridgeand theend of our Bio Bio
adventure. That night we headedfor a
cheap hotel in Santa Barbara, where
thenot-so-exotic bird lifestakingthe
dleysdlowed medeep until 5:30.
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Whileit may not beappropriatefor
Gingo Americansto dictatepalicytoa
much smaller Latin country, itislegiti-
matefor ustoassist the Chileanenvi-
ronmental community to learnfrom
and to avoid the mistakeswe have
madein the United States.
Dammingthe Bio Bioistheequivaent
of John Muir’s losing battleto save
Hetch Hetchy, and David Brower’s los-
ing battleat Glen Canyon. Thelong
term tourist potentia of the Bio Bio
hasbeenignored So hasthefated
5,000 Mapuche nativeslivinginthetra-
ditional manner. Itisasolegitimate
for usto lobby our OAMN government
and the World Bank in Washington to
keep U.S tax dollarsfrom being used
to support the project.

AWA hasbeen actively supporting
the Chileangroup Groupode Action
por Bio Bio (GABB) with logistical and
financial support. AWA haslobbied
the World Bank toforestall funding as-
sistancefromtheU.S and theinterna-
tional community. AWA hassup-
ported Steve Gatesand hi . yeoman ef-
fortsunder the banner of River Con-
servation International .

At thispoint, ENDEA isdill win-
ning thefight, dthoughwe have come
very closeto closing the project down.
In December 1992, ENDESA received
,acommitmentfor a$70 million loan
from the World Bank, but no money
hasbeen turned over tothemyet,
largely dueto lawsuitsopposingthe
dams.

Two lawsuitshave beenragingin
the Chilean courts, one concerning
downstream water rights, and the sec-
ond a chalengeunder the Chilean con-
gtitution. GABB and itsalliesinitidly
wonthewater rightssuitin June, but
in September ENDESA came out on
top when the water ministry changed
itsviewsand the casewasappealedto
the Chilean SupremeCourt. Thesec-
ondsuitisdill pending, and thereis
some chanced success.

While ENDESA isdetermined to
trash the Bio Biofor red, asPope
states, “AWA will continueto help
fightthedam util theconcreteis
poured.” Anyonewho wishesmorein-
formationor to contributeto saving
the Bio Bio should contact River Con+
servation I nternational ,1200 New
HampshireAve NW, Washington,
D.C, (202) 463-4378. Financid assis
tanceisgreatly appreciated..



LR LA R R R R RN

Top: At the Shuttle for the North Fork of the Boise River. Roy Piskadlo and Mark White load their
boats. Photo by Grant Arnaral; Below: Deserted at he Put-in for the North Fork of the Boise,
Where's your drytop , Mark? Photo by Mark White




It wasaWednesday night in
mid-June; the peak d 1daho

river runningseeson. | had vis-
ited the Whitewater Statefive
consecutive extended week-

ends, testing thelimits o nmy
new employer'spaience.

Grant Amaral, who hed recently
written a comprehens veguidebook to
Idaho rivers, wasonthephone. He
seemed anxious." Mr k, | need accom-
plices"

"Isitworthmissiiwork?'| asked.

"Of course.™

"Couldit bedangerous?'l contin-
ued.

“Of course.™

After agreeingto joinin something
which | assumed revolvedaround
flowing water, Grant explained what
hehad in mind. For severa years, he
had been eyeingthe upper stretchesof
the Boise River's North Fork The
fopo mapsshowed some"interesting”
gradient and we knew that adequate
water tumbled downtheriver bed
sincethelower North Fork isafairly
popularclassIV run

The North Fork o the Boise River
drainsthewest sided the rugged
SawtoothMountains. Itisfed by frigid
melting snows, peskingin early June

anddryingtoagd| streamby late
Jduly. Inheavy snow years, the upper
North Fork Boise may reach 1,500 cu-
bicfeet per second; arespectabl eflow
for asteepapinecreek

Before our phone conversation
wasover, | had committed mysdf and
Roy, afdlow Sdt Laker and friend, to
join Grant and crew at some out of the
way meadow which supposedly re-
sembled anairstrip. Andso, inspiteof
semi-important obligations, Roy, Mis-
ter Coffeeand | found ourselveshead-
ing north 24 hourslater.

Somewherein thesouthern Idaho
desert, my eyeswere burningand my
head hurt. 250 milesremainedin our
midnight trek, so | had another java
fix. Roy, whoisananomay and can
livewithout sleepfor weeks, wastell-
ing war stories; somethingabout cow-
girlsonrollerblades. | can't redly re-
member the details.

After threehoursdf shallowdeep
my colleaguewas cheerfully stuffing
hisfrostcovered deepingbag.

"It's abeautiful day" he announced

But | didn't want day, | wanted
night...and moredeep. Inspitedf at-
temptsto takerefuge by burrowing
intothe depthsaof my insufficiently-
warm bag, Roy prodded me out and
soonweweredriving again.

Westoppedat the Lowman, Idaho
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Above: Grant Amaral, author of a popular
guidebook to Idaho, tackles the North Fork of
the Boise. Photo by Mark White

PancakeHouse/Liquor Store/Post Of-
fice/Taxidermy Shop for a pot of cof-
feeand stack of cakes. Underthe
blank stares of once-livingbears, bob-
catsand mountainlions, Roy and |
gorged onfrisbeesize hotcakesand
fermented orangejuice. Aftertopping
off our meal with several cupsaof what
thewaitresscalled 'black gold, we
paid our bill and continuedon.

After a short post-breskfast drive
and some cregtive navigation, we
found ourselvesat the Warm Springs
International Airstrip. Theairstrip
lacked certain amenitieswhich most
pilotswould consider necessary (a
windsock and a paved stripfor ex-
ample), but thescenery madeupfor it.
Instead of baggage portersto greet us,
wewere met by two white-taileddeer
and acuriouscoyote. No white cour-
tesy paging phoneshere.

We had been instructedio beat the
airstripnolatert han 9:00 am. Inno
uncertainterms Grant had told uswe
would beleft if wewerelate. \We casu-
dly rolledup at 8:58. Grant waspoint-



ingat hi s watch and looking quite con-
cerned.

"It's best to keep them guessing”
Roy observed.
| agreed.

Asscheduled, our air shuttlecame
buzzing into the pinefilled valley at
9:00. An unassuming pilot jumped out
of histiny planeand greeted us. He
explained hedidn't have muchtime
sincehewas booked to drop supplies
off foraMiddle Fork Salmontrip.

Weloaded Grant and Dawn's boats
intothesmall plane'sfusdlage; they
bardy fit. It wasevidentthat aful
length, 132" kayak could not have
madethi s particularshuttle. Fortu-
nately, wewereal paddling short
boatsthat day. One pilot, two passen-
gers, apair of boatsand paddlesfilled
the planeto thegills. Onceloaded,the
propeller crankedand dust flew. The
plane bombed down the runway and
with the high pitched whinedf some
giant insect, becameairborneand dis-
appeared over the horizon.

Roy and | had twenty minutesto
assembleour haphazardly packed gear
and preparefor our flight. It wasat
that moment we redlized we had
brought nofood for lunch; or for the
next day, should thetrip become
longert han planned. Nor did we bring
stow floatsto carry dry clothes, emer-
gency deegping bagsandthelike. Oh
wadll, at least we wouldn't haveto
worry about extraweight.

The planecameback for round
two and wewere ready; or sowe
thought. Likeour predecessors, we
loaded our gear and piledin. Thepilot
sat infront, Roy behind himwithmein

theback. Thekayak tipsrattied
againgt theingtrumentsand thetails
bounced on the plane's control cables.

Aswevibrated downthedirt run-
way | wasthinkingtheengine of my
Volkswagen sounded mestiert hen the
one whichwas (hopefully) going to
propel usover amountain range. Get-
ting the planeairborne seemed un-
likely, but the pilot was unconcerned.
Soonwe werelooking down on the
jaggedridgetops o the Sawtooths.

Theview wasspectacular. Asl
anxioudy scanned thelandscapefor a
glimpse of theriver, Roy burned
througharoll of Kodachrome. This
wasdefinitely theclassiest river
shuttlewehad undertaken. Drivingto
river put-inswould now seem murn-
dane.

Welanded in alarge, verdant
meadow rightinthe heart d the
Sawtoothrange. Humans are evi-
dently arare commodity, or annoy-
ance, depending on how one may view
thestuation, since browsingdeer
camewithinacurious20feet of the
diencraft, kayaksand paddlers.

Aswewaved to our departing pilot
friend, it dawned on methat my new
dry topwassittinginthecar. Afrantic
search through my gear confirmedthe
sad redlity of abaretorsoand very
cold day ahead.

Grant explainedthat the areals ge-
ography presentsan interesting Catch-
22. A crude, high-altitude road ac-
cessesthe spot wherewe had landed.
However, theroad liesunder a blanket
o snow until Augudt, at whichtime
theriver becomestoolow tor un.
Hence, thereisnoway to runth's
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Roy Piskadlo on the North Fork of the Boise.
Photo by Mark White

early-seasonriver without an aerial
shuttle.

At the put-in wefound theriver to
be crystal-clear, fast flowingand very,
very cold. Jokesregarding blueskin,
hypothermia and death were volleyed
about aswesuited upfor theriver.
(Wdl, they suited yp— watched.) Bv-
eryonelaughed except meas| thought
of my sorely missed dry top. AsGrant
didintotheriver of meltedsnow, he
observedthat helikeshisbeer about
ten degreeswarmert han thefrigid wa:
ter. Daintily, | touched theriver. My
breath quickenedand my skin tight-
ened.

"Ohmy God,thi s iscold!" echoed
up and downthevdley.

Thefirg fivemilestheriver
dropped an average of 60feet. Ween-
countered no significant rapids, but
many fallentrees. e cregtively
limboed under or ski-jumped over dl
but one big ponderosapine, which
sent usscramblingon the bank

Midway throughther un we
stoppedonagH| idandtodine.
Wi, everyoneelsedined. Beingfood-
less, Roy and | pitifully begged for
handouts. From our lunch spot, we
couldlook up asidecanyonand see
snow whichhad diddownintothe
river duringthewinter. Withonly a
life jacket to shield my goose-bumped
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skin, | shivered at the thought of get-
tingback inthewater.

Shortly after lunch, theriver's gra:
dient and volumeincreased. The rmr
yon narrowed and, asaresult, more
bouldersfound theirway intotheriver
bed. Thecongested nat ure of theriver
offered awatery playground of chutes,
dides, twigting dropsand waves. The
|t three mileswascontinuousfun,
droppingan averaged 180feet per
mile

Themost excitingrapid ontherun
had afairly long classIV prelude. It re-
dly got booming with aseriesof three
tofivefoot pourovers. A sheer granite
wadl ontheleft sent theriver veering,
but provided aquasi-eddy along the
right bank | ferried acrossafast cur-
rent and took refugebehindafalen
tree.

Fromthat vantage| could seethe
rest of thegroup plunging downthe
whitestaircase. Thegradient
creschendoed, climaxing in acrux
move, aski-jump intoasmall pool
bounded by an ancientlog that defi-
antly spannedtheriver. Not wanting
to portagewhat would otherwisebea
completerun, | squeezed under next to
theright bank.

A stheshadowslengthenedand the
sun sank low, so toodid my body tem-
perature. Littlesleep,toofew scraps
for lunchand overexposuretoicy wa
ter had takentheir toll. | wantedto be
donewith the North Fork of the Boise
River. Fortunately my wish wassoon
granted when werounded a bend and
spotted our shuttlevehicle.

On our way back to civilization, we
againfound ourselvesat Lowman,
Idaho. Tocelebrateour successwe
decided a cohol consumptionwasin
order. Wesearched our pockets, pad-
dling gear and under the car seats, fi-
nally takingstock of our financial situ-
ation. 9x thirsty kayakers with $1.24
betweenus

| wastold to spend our fortune
wisdy. | picked up abottledf my fa-
vorite brew and waked up to the cash-
ier.

"Thetll be$1.31, plesse.”

“Uh, | guesswe can't buy this' | ex-
plained.

The cashier listened to my pathetic
sagaof agloriousfirs descent, the tri-
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Back in theparking lot, under the by Mark White
suspiciousstares of resident loggers,

thesix of usshared asingle beer and
toastedthe North Fork of the Boise

River. A444

"Makes Kevlar Grunge Plates Obsolete!"

0 ABS Bow & Stern Protection

o Custom Molded

o Easy to Install

o Available for most Whitewater Canoes

0 $45 - Includes Bow & Stern Plates,
adhesive, instructionsand shipping

First Ledge

12011 Lee Dr.

Spotsylvania, Va. 22553
(703) 972-1489
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Ploneer
Whitewater
Enthusiast and
Naturalist Dies

North Carolinian
Frank Bell Was 95

Excerpts fromanarticle by Harrison
Metzger iNthe Hendersonville Times-
News and an obituary by Gordon Grant
published inthe newsletter of the West-
eMCarolina Paddlers.

Frank D. Bdl of Tuxedo, North Caro-
lina, thefounder of CampsMondaminand
Green Coveand a pioneering
outdoorsmanand whitewater enthusiast,
died recently at theage of 95.

Aveteran of the Army Air Corpsdur-
ing World Wer |, Bdll founded Camp
Mondaminfor boysin 1922 and Camp
GreenCovefor girlsin 1945,

Bdl was known by the nickname
"Chief" to the thousands of youngsters
who attended hiscamps over the years.
He espousedthe philosophy that coopera-
tionisbetter than competition.

Bdl'sinfluenceextended worldwide
becausechildrenfromal | over the United
Statesand from other countriescameto
attend hi s camps, according to Frank
Schell, aformer camper and counsel or at
Camp Mondamin.

Schell estimatest hat at least 20 sum-
mer campsacross the nation have been
started by peopletrained by Bdll.

Bdl iscreditedwith makingthefirst
canoetrip down several riversin the
southern Appaachians. In1923, he
paddledthe French Broad River from
Hendersonville to the Mississippi by way
of the Tennesseeand Ohio Rivers. The
largest rapid on the French Broad, located
upstream of thetown of Hot Springs, is
named in hishonor.

Many former campershavetestifiedto
theinfluenceBdl had ontheir lives,in-
cludingJohn Burton, past president of the

Nantahala Outdoor Center and an Olympic

canoeistinthe 1972 games.

Burtonsaid recently that Bell was"a
gft. Hehad atremendousinfluenceon
about four generationsd people. Hehad
thet wonderful combination of wisdom
and forthrightnessand great compassion,
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Hewasonedf akind.”

OlympiansJamie McEwan and John
Burton, G2 World ChampionsLecky amd
Fritz Haller, present G | Junior Team
members David and Andrew Bdl fhis
grandsons) and many other Nationd Team
members, both past and present, passed
through the Mondamin Camp program.

I nstitutionslikethe NantahalaOut-
door Center, the Nationa Outdoor L eader-
ship School and Outward Bound have
been staffed andrun by individualswho
passed through Bell's camp programs.

Bdl had retired ascamp director in
1972 but he continued tolead an activelife
intohi s late80s. Heand hiswife, Cdla,
took araftingtrip onthe MiddleFork of
the SAmon just ten yearsago.

A memorial paddlefor Bdl washeld
on November 20 on the French Broad
River. A memoria servicewasconducted
thefollowing cey.

PATAGONIA, INC.
COMMITMENT TO
WHITEWATER

Patagonia, Inc. and founder Yvon
Chouinard have once again affirmedtheir
deep commitment to whitewater recre-
ation and conservation througha 1993
award of $5,000to AWA’s Whitewater De-
fense Project.

Thi sisthefourthinaseries of gener-
ousgrantsreceivedfromths leader inthe
outdoor recreationalindustry.

AWA Director Pete Skinner pointsout
how theinitial $10,000grant received from
Patagoniaback in 1987 revived afinan-
cidly depleted AWA.

"You wouldn't have recognized usback
then,” recalls Skinner. "Wewereso broke.
Patagonianot only transfused usbut redly
got usgoing. That early grantservedto
spearhead the wholerelicensingeffort —
firstin New Y ork and then throughoutthe
nation."

Paddlerseverywhereare grateful to

| Patagoniafor their dedicationto preserv-
| ing the great outdoors.
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If you need a hat, get a hat. If you need a helmet, you need a

LO-BLO ) VISOR

303-449-8599

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

Aew
oy

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrlsburg, PA 17111

717-944-6320
Dealer Inquilries Invited
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AWA PLANS SUMMER RIVER FESTIVALS

by TomChristopher

New England L ocations Secured

The AWA isannouncingthe develop
ment of two major river festivalsto be
heldin New England in the summer of
1994.

Thesefestivaswill be patterned after
thesuccessful Gauley Fest, attractingand
securingvendorsof whitewater equip-
ment, boats, and apparel for presentation
to the boatingcommunity and the general
public. Bot hfestival siteswill belocated
at riversidelocationswhichwill provide
vendorswith an opportunityto display
and demonstratetheir equipment under
actual river conditions.

AWA haslong recognizedthe needfor
providing the boating community withthe
opportunity to participatein the joy and
celebration of riversin different regionsof
the country. Timeand distance prevents

many peoplefrom getting to the Gauley,
so the AWA has decidedto bring thefesti-
val s to the people.

194 will initiatea mgjor planningand
developmenteffort by the AWA in spon-
soring these events, and amajor shiftinfo-
custoasoincludelocal residents,service
organizations,and environmental groups
that also haveastrong regional interestin
preservingriver resources. Tothisend,
the AWA isembarking on acoursethat
will build alliances, devel op partnerships,
and makelotsof local and regional friends
that can participatejointlyin river and
conservationissuesinthefuture. Itisthe
first time that AWA willincludeexhibits
fromlocal watershedand conservation
groupsaspart of ariverfestival.

Theeventswill be held on the

CANYONS

CREEKS
Washington Offer sSome Of The CountriesPremier
Whitewater Secrets
x Spectacular Class4-5 Canyons
* Narrow Basalt Gorges
* Old Growth Forests

Le us be your guidesto some of the most spectacular whitewater in the known universe. Plunge down steep creekslined
with towering old growth forests leading into incredible basalt gorges overgrown with lush temperaterain forest vegeta-
rion. We speciaizein fully guided tours, complete or partial outfitting, and rental sfor group or individual adventures.

& FALLS

Le us help you explore the magic of Washington.

Outdoor Adventure Centre

412 Garfield St. Tacoma, WA 98444
(206) 535-5057

Washington Awaits Your Arrival!
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T Kennebec River onthefourth of July

weekend and the Deerfidld River on Au-
gust 6thand 7th, 1994.

The Kennebec
Rive Fest

Thefirst annual Kennebec River Fest
will be held onthelong weekend of July
4th, 1994. Thiswill giveeveryonea
chanceto get there, enjoy acoupleof days
of paddling, and till havean extraday to
drivehome. Alsolocatedinthisregionare
the Penobscot River, the Dead River,
Kennebec's East outletsection, and the
JacquesCartier (three hoursaway).

The River Rat
410 Garfield St Tacoma
(206) 535-2855




Thefestival site will belocated on
Route 201 at Wilderness Ouitfitters
Kennebec Baseaong the Kennebec River
inthe Forks, Mane

The AWA and the commercial outfit-
ters of RAFT MAINEar e working to-
gether to promotet hi s event throughout
theregionand New Englandin an effort to
attract peopletothefestivitiesand help
bol ster the faltering economy inthi s part
of westernMaine.

Locd outfittersand privateboaterson
the Kennebec haveawayshad good rela-
tions. With relicensingnow approaching
the many damson the Kennebec, it makes
senseto build strong alliances with all
peoplewho must share river resources.

Th s fetival will be an opportunity to
work on a project together and will hope-
fully pavetheway for understandingand
participation on future projectsand issues.

Champion Paper Company of
Bucksport, Maine hasofferedto help
sponsor, promoteand underwritethe cost
of developingthi s event with AWA.

They haveal so agreed to provideseri-
ousprizemoney for the developmentof
Citizen'sRaceson thelower Kennebecin
an effort to bring peopletothi s areaand
increaselocal participation

Championiscurrently sponsoring the
U.S Whitewater Team in preparationfor
the next Olympicsand isexpandingtheir
effortstolocal and regiona eventsthat
citizensfromall walksdf life can enjoy
and participate.

Above: Tom Christopher playing in "Dragon's
Tooth" on the Deerfield.

Right - David Benhaim dropping into "Magic"
on the Kennebec

| The Deerfidd
River Fet

Thefird annual DeerfiddRiver Fest
will be held on August 6th and 7th, 1994.
Thanks to the negotiated rel easesbetween
the New England Power Company and
New England HLOW, we now haverdliable
whitewater on the Monroe Bridgeand
Zoar Ggp sectionsof the Dearfidd River
throughoutthesummer. Thisriver pro-
videsall classesdf boatersand canoeists
(1-4), amarvelousresource o whitewater
when most riversrundry, anditisvery
closeto major populationcentersinthe
northesst.

AWA aong with New England

ciation, and the Charlemont River Fest
Committee areworking together to de-
velop and promotet hi s event, not only for
the boating community, but dsotoinclude
many family events, children'sactivities,
and environmental exhibits.

Thefegtiva site will belocated on
Route 2 next to Zoar Outdoor Ouitfitters
besidethe DearfieddRiver. Aswiththe
Kennebec, there will be an opportunityfor
vendorsto actualy demonstratetheir
productsonthewater.

TheLion's Club and Kiwanis will be
assisting and developingeventst hat help
generatef unds for their charitableactivi-
ties, and the AWA isin the processof de-
L-velopinga uniqueracefor al levelsof par-
ticipants.

TheDeerfield River wasthe 1993site
for both the open Canoeand Kayak and
Wildwater Championships. Thesuccess
of theseeventsand the support and coop
eration of the New England Power Com-
pany hasprovidedt hi s economicaly de-
pressedregion withalevel o economic
opportunity that was badly needed. Locd
support for boatingactivitiesin thetown
of Charlemont have been enthusiasticand
gratefully appreciated by the boating pub-
" lic.
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FLOW, the Deerfield Watershed Asso- [ |

Fegtival Planning

TheAWA and all the other groupsin-
volvedinthese activitiesare eagerly look-
ing forwardto thesummer of *94" and
hopeto makethesefestivals" Gauley
Sized" and" Gauley Successful” from
thestart.

Vendor listsare being compiledand
peopleare being contacted that do not
normally travel to the Gauley to exhibit
becauseof thetimeand distancefactors.
Our phoneisalready ringing.

Sowhentheriversrundry inyour
neighborhood, the only place to beisin

_New England next summer. Reliable

whitewater, warm daysand cool nights
makeit the perfect placeto spend your va-
cationin' Summer 94"

Look for moreinformationtofollowin
thecomingissuesof the AWA Journal.
Wl tell you wheretostay, whereto est,
listlocal outfittersfor their services, and
other important detail sthat you will need
to planyour trip..

NBEW VENDORS— FOR MORE IN-
FORMATION

CONTACT:

TomJ. Christopher
931 Union Street, Rear
Leominster, MA 01453
(508) 534-9447
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New Video Highlight's Bob's Hole Rodeo

reviewed by Bob Gedekoh

Nearly adecadeago Randy Piercewas
afixtureonthe eastern boatingscene...
guidingand paddlingthe Chatooga, New,
Gauley and Upper Yough. Hispaddling
skills and congeniality made him a popul ar
individua and hispresencehasbeen
missed since he"disappeared” several
yearsago.

It seemed Randy had entered the
Never Never Land of "Wonder whatever
happenedto..." Detailsweresketchy, but
rumor hadit that, like many other accom-
plished boaters, he wassomewherewest
of the Rockies. But where?

Therecentddivery of acopy of Bob's
WHole Videoansweredthi s riddle. Randy
Pierceisdiveand wdl andlivingin Se-
attle, directingand producingwhitewater
videos. And doing adamned good job at it,
t 00.

Pierceshot Bob's Hole Video during
the 1993 Bob's Hole Rodeo, sponsored by
the Oregon Kayak and Canoe Clubonthe
Clackamas River near Portland, Oregon.
Thevideo, whichisof exceptional techni-
cal qudlity, featuresperformanceshby many
of thearistocracy of recreational and com-
petitive boating: Eric Jackson, Boband
RoxanneMcDonough, Scott Shipley, Su-
san Gentry, Rob Lesser, Dan Gavere, Sadra
Schmidt, ChrisSpelius, Bob McDougall
and Nancy Wiley, to namejust afew.

After an excitingintroductory se-
quence, thevideo coversday one's
downriver and slalom races, briefly ex-
plaining the rulesand scoring of each
event and effectively demonstratingthe
varied classesdof boatsrepresented.

Thevideo then turns to the squirt com-
petition, featuring boatersworking the
eddy linesaswell assurfing the big stuff.
Thecamerazooms infor "up closeand
persona" coveragedf first placewinners
Susan Gentry and LeeBonfiglio, capturing
the exertional essenced their perfor-
mances.

But the highlight o thevideoisclearly
the coveraged thefreestylecompetition.
Hedd on thesecond day at Joe Bob'sHole
because Bob's Hole wasflushed out by
high water, thefreestylecompetitionwas
anything but tame. WitnessRisa
Callaway’s wild and wooly ride; isRisa
playingwith Joe Bab, or isJoe Bob playing
with Risa?Just watchingthi ssequencel eft
megaspingfor ar.

And Callway isnot the only one
treated to atumultuousordesl in Joe
Bob'sturbulence. Whilemany of the com-
petitorsmanage astoundingtricks,from
time totimethey nearly d| losecontrol
and find themselvesat the mercy of the
hole. That many are ableto incorporate
these unexpected dunkings into their rou-
tinesbearswitnesstotheir expertise.

Dont blink... or youwill miss men's
third placefinisher Scott Shipley's hand
rollsin the midst of themaelstrom. Sec-
ond placewinner Rick Williamsdemon-
stratessomeincredibledight of hand,
whilelocal paddler Lee Bonfiglioclearly
earns hisfirst prizewith an arsenal of
crispand concisestuts.

Themusicisenergetic, but non-obtru-
sive. The narration,alternating between
Pierceand Rose Jaffe, includesamoder-

ate amount of basicinformationthat
should explain the proceedingsto those
unfamiliar with whitewater sports. The
camerawork issolid and professionadl; the
footage at Joe Bob'swasshot froma par-
ticularly favorablevantagepoint.

Thi s videoshould certainly please
those who competed et last year's event
and should be a welcome primer for those
who hopeto competethereinthefuture.
Asfor therest of ussofasurfers,it pro-
videsan excellent opportunity to watch
the Big Dogsin action. Piercehascap-
tured thethrill and excitementof Bob's
Hole... hisvideoiswell worth alook... but
don't try to duplicatethi s action at home
in your bathtub!

Bob WHole Video (26.95) isavalable
from Wildside |mages, 8314 Greanwood Ave.
N, #3900, Sesitle, Waehington 98103.1

U. KINGS*GORE CANYON*RUSSELL FK*GRAND CANYON

CHROMNICLES

And Theaeés More...

renown river runners.
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Have You Heard About

The Ultimate

CLASSV
GUIDEBOOK

This Book Includes...

- A coast-to-coast parade of extraordinary rivers
- Complete trip logistics and descriptions

- Hilarious misadventures and stunning photos by

A peek at the cutting edge d paddlesport today..!
-R chard Penny, aut hor
The Whitewaier Sourcebook

Order today: Send $13.95 T $2 s/h to Swiftwater
Publishing Co., PO Bax 3031, Port| and, OR 97208
Dealer Inquiries: 503/292-5756

«AONYS D8 X008 SOVL.HINOANOSINNND « HINTH LNENB -

*CATARACT*REVENTAZON®*CAL SALMON®AND MOREN"
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BRIEFS

by Phyllis Horowitz

Theroad homefrom the Gauley isd-
wayslong. Painfullylong. Andsomedf us
are crankier travellersthan others. So, it
wasmuchto my companion'srelief, when
| popped my new MUSC RIVER tapeinto
the cassetteplayer and actually started
chuckling over asong entitled “Talkin’ Ca
noeBlues'.

For those of you who didn't catch
Brant Miller's performanceat the Gauley
Festival this September, MUSC RIVER is
aprofessional quality collectionaf 11
original whitewater songsand river bal-
ladscel ebratingpaddlingand theriver ex-
perience. Theofferingswerewritten by
two whitewater types— Brant Millerand
Tom Joy — and recordedin Nashvillein
July,1993.

A cutelittlecollectionitistoo, with
definiteappeal to river buffs. Brant
Miller's musiciscatchy, and he'sa capable
musicianand vocalist. Thelyricsby Tom
Joy are straightforward and occasionally a
bit corny, but more often humorous. Like,
for instance, "When You Pulled Out with
Your Dagger (YouLeft A BlueHolein My
Heart)". Thetitle here speaksfor itsdlf.

And amidst the light, humorousnum-
bers, you'l al so encounter afew surprises.
"Runsand Riffles’ isa pleasant, down-
homemountaininstrumental. Thestrong,
lovely voice of Jenny Ringle al so adds bal-
anceand harmony to some of the selec-
tions.

If you enjoy whitewater and the many
facetsd river life, youll probably appreci-
aeMUSC RIVER.

Yau canorder aMUSIC RIVER cas-
sette by sending your check or money or-
der for $9.95 plus$1.50 shipping to Music
River,Inc., PO. Box 53545, Knoxville, TN

37950. Tennesseeresidentspleaseadd
825%0salestax. M

Original Whitewater Songs & River Ballads

PUBLISHER RECALLS WHITEWATER
BOCK

StackpoleBooks of Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvaniahasannouncedtherecall
of their book, A Paddler'sGuide of U.S. R ver s West because"someaf the
informationisinaccurate’.

Anyone who purchased this book may receiveafull refund by returningit
to Stackpol e Books, 5056 Ritter Road, M echanicsburg, Pa 17055. (717) 796-
04111

NEWTH GHBRACES AVAILABLE FOR
LAZER, EXTREME

Wave Sports, Inc., Steamboat Springs, Col orado, hasannouncedthe avail-
ability of anew thigh bracesystemfor their Lazer and Extreme kayaks. The
newly designedthigh bracesare now standard equi pment on these models.
Paddlerswith the old bracingsystem who wish to reoutfit their boats may ob-
tainthe new system of bracesat cost fromthe manufacturer.

Contact Chan Zwanzig, \Wave Sports, Box 5207, Steamboat Springs, Colo-
rado 80477 or cal (303) 87/94371..

7

Quality
Innovation
Service

i
S ~A
(301) 746-5389

Second ski n Pile®
tights, vests, and
one-piece suits

‘Upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.O. BOX 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
21531
call for
Free Catalog

)

Stnywmj

(Csasquatchﬂdns@ Manufactured in the =
s

United States by Mountain Surf; 1nc.
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Completeyourwhitewaterlibrary

withan AWA publication

AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 beek/7 disk ($2.90 postage)
*Revisad listingd every whitewater river
nationwide
eRiver mapsfor allU S rivers
*ncludes mileage, access points, ratings
TheRiversaof Chile
By Lars Holbek, $5 ($1 postage)
® A guideto morethan 20 Chileanrivers

Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
Guideto Hydropower

By John D. Escheverria, Pope Barrowand Richard
Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95paper $17.95($2.90

P"Sf‘lﬁ) .
® A study o whitewater'smost seriousthreat
AWA Safety Codes

1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.15
eThe original criteriad boatingsafety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464
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PATCHES
DECALS
POSTERS

LICENSES

NUIA LA

E TheWidert he Better $10SS $12.501 S ﬁf_ﬁ
Bdd Look: Closeout LS Medium onl

Super Heavy, Super Szed T-shirts(M,L,XL)..
Nav Logo, SSonly, Grapeor Forest $15

NMEPIUNSLLES

AWA River $10 e$L —
AWA License Plate Frames: $6 (postage$l)

1 ANA Embroidered Paiches. $2

ANA Waterproof Decals. $.50

|
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AFFILIATES

ADK Genesee Chapter
d oJerry Hargrave

47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

ADK Schenectady

/o Mike Sherin

12 Van Brummel Lane
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

AdobeWhitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuguerque,NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
¢/o MikeZabre

A Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Connecticut Chapter
d oJan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC New York

d oTrudy L. Wood
41W. 9%6th ., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMC SE. Mass.
doMark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

& 1—...

T AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

American Swan Boat
Association

¢/o Glen F. Green
312 Duff Avenue
‘Wenonah, NJ08090

Appal achian Paddling
Enthusiasts

do YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

ArkansasVadley
Whitewater Club

| PO. Box 593

Salida, CO 81201

AtlantaWhitewater Club
PO. Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating
Society
@0 Kari n Papenhausen

918 E. Knapp #5
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Bigs, MT59104

Established

Includesinventory, ral list,software,

Padalesport

fixturesand much more.

Business.

g A\Iﬁ
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BalaCynwyd, PA 19004

Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951

Birmingham, AL 35201

e

Bluegrass Wildwater
AssoC.

P.O. Box 4231
Lexington,KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave
Oakdale, MN 55128

Buck RidgeSki Club
PO. Box 179

Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg

/o Mary Klane

RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers
Association

/o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

CarolinaCanoeClub
PO. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605 |

Central GeorgiaRiver
Runners

P.O. Box 6663
Macon, GA 31208

ChicagoWhitewater
Assoc.

c/o Marge Cline
1343 N. Portage
Palatine, IL 60067

Chota Canoe Club
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

ClubAdventure

c/o AdventureQuest
PO. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastal CanoeistsInc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mtn.
School

&% Bob Campbell
1493 Rd. 106
Carbondale, CO 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315
Englewood, CO 80155-
4315

E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774 |

FoothillsCanoe Club
PO. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State Canoe Club
©/o Tony Baroni

| RR2,Box 8704-C

Milford, PA 18337

GeorgiaCanoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

G.LO.P.

efo James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2676
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21041-
1841

Guadalupe River Paddlers
&0 Betty Walls

1781 SpyglassDrive, #1553
Austin, TX 787467914

Headwaters Paddling
ASsOC.

Box 1392
Bozeman,MT 59715

Hoosier Canoe Club
&/ DaveEllis

4770N. Kessler Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Housatonic AreaCanoe &
Kayak Squad

e/ E.J. McCarthy

RR 3B80-A

West Comwall, CT 06796

HuntsvilleCanoe Club
P.O. Box 161056
Huntsville, AL 35802

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, ID 83209

Kansas City Whitewater
Club

¢/o G. RebeccaStark
5600 Kenwood Avenue

| KansasCity, MO 64110

Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston

d o Peter Cogan

Box 123

Putney, VT 05346

Kayakingl-N

/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

¢/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524
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Keelhaulers Canoe Club
1Yo Jane Allinson

375 Erieview

Sheffield L ake, OH 44064
Lansing Oar & Paddle
Club

+Yo Jay Hanks

2.0. Box 26254

Lansing, M| 48909

Raping LoungeLl zards
/o Rick Norman
3437E. Green St.

Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard Canoe Club
Bax 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Valey Canoe Club
PO. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower ColumbiaCanoe
Club

1714 SE 52nd Avenue
Portland,OR 97215

Meramec River Canoe
Club

soEalB i e

% Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley
Paddlers

#o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03064

Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak

PO. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

MinnesotaCanoe Assoc.
PO. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 56414

Missouri Whitewater
AsoC.

¢/o DaleBrown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue.
#11

<. Loui s, MO 63112

Mohawk Canoe Club
15Andreal ane
Trenton, NJ 08619

National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR

| P.O.BoxC

Narrowsburg, NY 12764

NORS

¢/o Mary McCurdy
Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO
80904

Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091



Ontario VVoyageurs Kayak
Club

PO. Box 41
AdelaidePost Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C
2H8

Canada

Outdoor Adventure
Program

Bldg. 2807

Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000

Outdoor Centre of New
England

10 Pleasant St.
MillersFd |'s, MA 01349

Ozark Wilderness
Waterways

P.O. Box 16032
KansasCity, MO 64112

Paddling Bares
PO. Box 22
Milltown, NJ08850-0022

Perception Kayak Club
&/e Perception Inc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640

Philadel phiaCanoe Club
4900 RidgeAve
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Pikes Peak Whitewater
Club

¢/o Sarah Dentoni

610 North Cascade #6
Colorado Springs, CO
80903-3229

Rhode Island Canoe
Association

c¢/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 838
Telluride, 00 81435

River Touring Section
SierraClub - Angeles
Chapter

c/o DaveEwoldt
9624 SaludaAvenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

Roanoke County Parks &
Rec.

c/o Bill Sgrinia

1206 Kessler M i Road
Salem, VA 24153

Sequoia Paddling Club
PO. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

Sierra Club Loma Prieta
efe DaveKim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

| SierraClubRTS WestV i aWildwater
&/o LynneVan Ness Assoc.
159 Southwind Drive PO. Box 8413

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 S Charleston, WV 25303

Wildeat Canoe Club

¢/o Michagl Ranstead
3425E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032

AFFILIATES

SierraNevadaWw Club Western Carolina Willamette Kayak & Zoar Valley Paddling Club

/0 Charlie Albright Paddlers Canoe Club @6 David W. Brown

7500 Gladstone Drive c/o ChrisNewcomb P.O. Box 1062 1196 Cain Road

Reno, NV 89506 Route 1, Box 522 Corvallis, OR 97339 Angola, NY 14006

Spokane Canceand Kayak | Candler, NC 28715

Club

PO. Box 819 W o T
Spokane WA, -

99210

Texas Whitewater
Assoc.

P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

ThreeRivers
Paddling Club

c/o Barry Adams
811 Smokey Wood
Drive

Pittsburgh, PA
15218

Toledo River Gang
c/o MikeSidell

626 Louisiana
Avenue
Perrysburg, OH
43551

Triad River
Runners

P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem,
NC 27114-4094

U. of Maineat
Machias
Library

9 O'Brien Ave.
Machias, ME
04654

University of
Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking
Club

2106 Andy Holt
Avenue
Knoxville, TN
37996-2900

University of Uah
Outdoor
Recreation

Program
Building 420
Sat Lake, UT
84112

Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY
40232

Steamboat €
Colorado 80
(303) 879-43;:"1

Waterline

¢/o Irv Tolles
36 Bay Street
Manchester, NH
03104-3003
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The \Whitewater World of
Jonathan Katz

Meg the Cast

Thisisthethird of a
seriesof articlesby Jonathan

Katz reportingon the nefarious -

whitewater activities of
McBride, Omaha and company.

For those who missed
thefirst two installments,
published in our Septemberl
Octobe and November1
December issues, we
reintroduceour princpals.

Dr. Theodore “Bam
Bam” McBride Nobd Prize
Winning Professor of
Recreational Chemidry at Yale,
inventor of Rapid in a Can (900
cfsof water for threehours...
just $29.95), whitewater
biathlon competitor (“A hell of
apaddler but alousy shot.")

Ken Omaha Beer
swilling, dope smoking sanitary
landfill rat assassin, hair boater
and whitewater biathlon
champion. Can shoot theeye
out of arat at S0feet. ("A pig
on land, but paddleslikethe
Marquis de Sade")

Arden Tygart- Exotic
river goddess currently serving
as Omahds publicist and
Playmate of the Month.

|
+Wéd suffered miserably from the crap

o Keystone, gettingdrunk and de-
pressed. It was Friday night of Labor Day
weekend and we had no placeto paddie.

Thebrewer had given Omahaa
| KeyCard, goodfor al thefree beer he
could drink for ayear. It waspart of his
i fee for boofing hisopen boat off the up-
per deck intothe box seats at YankeeSta-
I dium "Drinkall youwant," theytold him,
"Youcan't hurt is." On thecontrary.

I eweresittingin the Depoat,
" WSNiIIing Omahds endlesssupply
i

thvisy teresw. 0 e Les laihgoners: adicl

| wore ol ol Kdneys, [T Sl iadse

| thetr beer Raphil in - the Can—it makes you

[ pissClassFive. _ o

Each of uswasgettingtoxicin his

ownway. McBride had thegiggles

| Omahawasspiking hisbrew with Old

I Outhousewhisky, getting crushed. Hed
havetosleepit off inhisvanagain. | was

I nus ngmy third draft, watching Mark

] Chopper,who sat staring out the window
drinking water asusua. Chopper drank
only water evenwhenhewasina bab-

I blingfrenzy. Tonight hesat silent, abad
sign. His officid titleisGrand Dragon,

| Applied Physics Divison, McBride-
Omaha Chemical Company. Unofficialy
he's a weathervane for trouble, and when
he'squietastormis brewing. | kept my

| eveon him.

Eventually we started bitching about

theboycott onthe Lower Yough. A bunch

I o kayak jockeysfrom Pennsylvania had

| beenprotesting the user fees that the

Commonwedthwas extortingfrom boat-

ers, and they were keeping usoff agood

river withwater init. They sangand

| marchedand carried signslikerefugees

AmericanWhitewater VJanuary/ February

THE RAID
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fromthe Sixties, and there was no way
we could bring ourselvesto crosstheir
picket line. Sometimesyou gotta do
what's right, evenif it hurts, and boycott-
ing the Yough waslike punishing your
woman by withholdingsex. Sowegriped,
and reminisced about the yearswe spent
not eatinggrapes, and talked about how it
would probably last forever.

| wassucking on my beer when Chop-
per shifted hisbulk andlooked medead in
theeye. "Let's blockadethe Yough," he

__said.

— e o P ———

~“If we can’t paddle,
“nobody paddies:”

Trouble blewintotheroom, out of the
south.

Chopper hopped out of hischairand
vaultedthebar. Hesfivefeetten, 290,a
littlelightert han when he played nose
tacklefor the Seahawks, and he could
move spooky fast. The bartender saw
him coming and disappeared. Chopper
erased the special sfromtheblackboard
and beganto draw and talk simulta-
neoudly. Hesketchedthelayout of the
Put-in Pool and EntranceRapid. "Well
mount an attack in depth,” hesad He
didn't shut up for fifteen minutesand we
just sat thereinaweand listened.

Chopper had donetimeinthe United
States Army, the National Football League,
and the Ku Klux Klan beforeheld taken
up physicsand whitewater. He bled para-
military. By thetimehestopped talking
wewerehookedon hisidealike junkies
oncrack Weweregoingtofreethe
Y oughiogheny River come hell or low wa-



v
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ter. Chopper summed up: "The ordi-
nanceisinstock. | needtwo daystorig
thesatellite uplink. Well meet Sunday
night, 11:23 p.m., two and seven tenths
milessouth of Mill Run on State Route
3Bl Any questions?'

Omaha lifted hisheadfromthetable
whereit had falen."| know wherewe can
get ahelicopter gunship,”

heslurred McBride pushed him back
downand gavethe marchingorder. "We
havethe equipmentand we havethe de-
sire. Tell Arden we want full mediacover-
age. Let'sdo it." Wewenttowork.

Nobody dept, but by nineam. Mon
day wewereholed up inthe basement of a
Cleveland chemi st named Moose Gun-
smith, oned McBride’s drug buddies.
They'd splita Nobe or something and
greeted each other likelonglost lovers.
"My hardwareisyour hardware," Gun-
smithsaid. "Just get meon line," Chopper
replied, planting hismass ininfront of
Gunsmith'scomputer.

By rights Chopper should have been
exhausted. Hed spent two hoursscuba
divingin EntranceRapid, installing the
explosiveswhilethree o usferried back
andforth acrossthe Put-in Pool, rigging
thegrapplinghooksand the net. Someof
Chopper's biker buddies—Rabid Dogs
M.K.C.—set up the minicameras while
Ardenpaintedabig graffitisignonthe
boaters' changing house. It read: DOWN
WITH USER FEESI NORAFTING TO-
DAY! Wesneakedin, did the deed,

 they were scared.

et P
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The guidefiguredit out quick enough.
He jumped into the middleof hisrdt bran-
dishing hisriver knife, dashing at theline.
The customerssaw hi mpull the bladeand
screamedevenlouder. Thenasecond raft
hitthe net next tothem, and two more
piled intothemfromtherear. Somebody
fell overboard. Someone else jumped and
triedto boardtheraft behindhi m People
inthe second raft were fightingto keep

-

A MECICaN

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

w
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sneaked out, and saw nobody, no cops, no
rangers, nolaw.

Back in Gunsmith's basement Chop
per tunedintheTV. signal fromthe
minicams. "They're transmittinga
narrowcast to asatellite channel that nor-
mdly carries stock quotations. The
market's closed for Labor Day so well
borrowit. Nobody'sgoingto care.”

Thevideo cameinloud and clear. We
could seethewhole rapid, and read
Arden'sgraffiti, but thefishingline barri-
cadewed davedto build wasinvishblein
themorning sunshine. Ardenworkedthe
phones, callingradioand T'V. stations,
newspapers, even People Magazine, telling
anyone whowouldlistenthat the Na
tional Whitewater Alliancewas going to
"Block the Yodk." Therest of uswatched
withour feet up asthefirst boatloads of
raftersenteredthewater. They were
pretty blondegirlsall padded upintheir
wetsuits, PFD’s and helmets, ready for a
day of screamsand thrills onthe mighty
river. They'd paid seventy five dollars
apiece. They paddied aroundin circlesfor
afew minutesand thentheir guide
steered themtoward Entrance Rapid.

About thirty feetfromthetop o the
dropthetwo girlsinthefront seats sud-
denly swayed backwards, dropped their
paddlesand started batting at theair with
their hands. Theraft dowedto astopand
the occupantsstarted to scream. They
wereensnaredin aweb of four poundtest
fishinglinethat they could barely see, and
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LEVSURE

EUROPEAN

KAYAK

TOUR-1994

Specially for the American
whitewater enthusiasts,KSE is
organizing a kayak adventure on
the most famous whitewater rivers

of Europe.This unmissable trip
lakes place over two weeks in June,
during which time we visit:

FRANCE
ITALY
SWITZERLAND
SLOVENIA
& AUSTRIA

For further information about this
unique opportunity contact:

Kano Ski Europe (KSE)
Hoofdstraat 202, 6024 AB Budel
The Netherlands

Tel: 00-31 2521 11369 or
00-31 4950 18497
Fax: 00-31 4950 18462




fromgettingtangledin theweb, and they
al highsded upstream, capsizingtheir raft
ontopaof them. Now therewereadozen
people bobbingin thewater, yelingand
screaming, bonking each other with
paddiesand gettingrun over by still more
raftsthat were bearingdown onthesite of
thewreckage. It waschaos, glorious
chaos, and thesix of usin Gunsmith's
basement stared bugeyed at the monitors
and laughed likelunatics.

Eventually the guideshauled most of
the swimmersinto variousraftsand
paddled back to shore. Thecrewswere
hopelessly mixed up. Thepark rangers
stopped boardingnew rafts, and a huge
logjam of customersand raftsready to
launch backed up into theparking | ot.
Peoplewerepointing at Arden'ssignand
shakingtheir heads. It was11:30 am. and
not asingleraft had gonedowntheriver.
Theblockade wasworking.

Findly agroup of guidespaddied one
raft back acrossthe pool and started hack-
ing away at thenet withtheir knives.
They had cleared away most of it, and
were festoonedwith monofilament, when
their raft went"pop” and the bow tube de-
flated. They had hit asharpenedgrappling
hook wed anchoredin theriver onthe
other side df the net, andit hadimpaled
their raft. They werestuck fast, leaking
ar andtaking water. Whenthey finaly
shook their raft loose, and saw the hook
and thedamage, they sworevile oaths.

Thecops showed up, and started inter-
viewing peopleand collectingfishing line.
Wewerewatchingfor thelocal TV station
but we couldr’t see their truck, or any
other media. Moreraftsfull of guides
werenow paddlingback and forth across
the flatwater looking for trouble. They
foundfive moregrappling hooksand
popped two morerafts. Th s took haf an
hour and the parking | ot wastotally
jammed with would-be rafterswaitingfor
their day ontheriver. People started ask-
ingfor refunds. Themood in Ohiopyle
turned ugly.

In Cleveland McBrideordered out for

pizza.

Choppersatinfront o histermina and
didn't move. His eyesgleamed. He
drooledinanticipation. He knew what
was coming. By about 2:00 the guideshad
scoured thewhole flatwater approachto
Entrance. Nothing bad happenedto them.
They wereready totry again.

They launched threerafts. Thefirst
onecrossedtothelip of therapid. "Time
toapply some physicsto these people,”
Chopper said, and hit some keysonthe
computer. Bam! Bam! Two minesdeio-
nated, oneat thetop of therapid, the
other hafway down. Loud bangs, black
smoke, consternation, panic, retreat.

They approachedagainand Bam!
BamBam!! Three morewent off, solid
blasts, likea twelvegaugeat closerange.
Suddenly copswere everywhere, guns
out, rushingaroundlooking for someone
toshoot. But of coursetheonly deserving
targetsweredrinking Keystone in a base-
mentin Cleveland.

Now we could see on thescreensthat
peoplewerestartingto takethe blockade
serioudly. Guides passedout vouchers
and money. Customersstripped off their
wetsuits inthe parking lot, [eft themin
stinking heapsand headed for their cars.
The biggest rafting day of theyear had be-
comeafinancia disaster. Itwas3:30 pm.
and nobody had gonedownriver al day.
Theguides, the cops, the rangersand the
customerswereadll pissed off and disori-
ented.

Theguideskepttrying. Theriver sat
wide openinfront of them, beggingto be
descended. Eachtimethey went nearit
Chopper set off somemines. Findly,after
nineteen explosions,heranout, just as
the commercia rafters mounted their final
assal t. They loaded up half adozen rafts
and headed downstream. They must have
sensed we were out of ammo, or figured
that the blastsweresmall and couldn't
hurt them. They looked determinedand
they paddled hard.

Chopper hit hiskeyboardagain. We
watched the monitorsand nothing hep
pened. Noflash, no blast, no smoke, no
geyser of water. \We knew what wed in-
stalledin thesmall hoursd the morning
and we knew wewere defeated. Gloomily
wewatched asthe rafts headed for En-
trance, tor un the blockade.

Suddenly copsand raftersstarted run-
ninginto thewater, blowingtheir whistles
and wavingtheir armslike madmen.
"Comeback! Comeback!" they yelled. Mi-
raculously

thelead raft turned around, paddling
swiftly againstthe current back tothe
launchpoint. Theother raftsfollowed be-
hindit likelittleduckies. Thecrews
jumped out and crowded around aranger
whowasreadingfrom asheet of paper he
heldin hishand. Our mikesweren't that
good. We would havetraded Omahas
KeyCard to hear what hewas saying.

Chopper smiled and turnedto us. "Its
over," hesaid.

"l sent themafax." Heprintedit out
and handeditto me.

Itwasvery short. Itsad: 'Thereisa
hundred poundsdof C-4in Cucumber.”

McBridewasfurious. " Chopperyou
maniac! A hundred poundsdf C<4 will Eill
people!! Youll messup thewhole rgoid!!"

"Don't worry,” Chopper'svoicetried to
be soothing.

"I won't set it off, and they won't find it."
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"Why not, dammit?” McBridede-
manded.

"Becauseitisn't there."

On Labor Day, 1993, nobody ranthe
Loop. The mighty Yough rested.

Wesat upwellinto the night, drinking
and watchingthe sceneat Ohiopyle. The
placecrawled withlaw enforcement.
They brought in bomb sniffing dogs. One
by one they found our minicams, and we
gradualy lost touch with the goingson.
Findlyweswitched toloca TV to await
the coverage. Wefiguredto bethelead
story, but there was nothing. Wewaited
for thesports. Silence.

Not aword about our heroics. Nota
word about the blockade, or thethou-
sands of raft customerswho'd been
turned back fromtheriver. It waslikeit
never happened. Disappointed, wefi-
nally slept.

In the morning we bought every paper
we could get our handson. Wegot not
onedrop of ink. McBridewent berserk.
“Where the hell isour coverage?Were big
news, dammit!” Omahahad ahorrible
hangover and fell on hisface tryingto
grab Arden. Chopper disappearedon his
Harley, sayinghe wasgoing out for arun
withsome of theDogs Only Arden,
McBride’s publicist, wasfunctional. "Il
go find out what happened.” She packed
herself intoapink Spandex minidress,
headed for Philadel phia

Two dayslater she came back to
M cBride-Omahaheadquartersand made
her report. "l interviewedthesports edi-
tor of the Philadel phialnquirer and got
nowhere. Sol took h mout drinking,
The next morningin my hotel room |
showed him our videotapesand thefax
Chopper sent. Findly hebrokedownand
gavemeths."

She handed me apiececf paper,a
xerox on Commonwesdthof Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Conserva
tion letterhead. 1t read asfollows:

The alleged blockade of commercial
rafting on the Lower Youghiogheny
River on Labor Day, 1993 never
occurred. Nor has the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania acted to censor or
suppress the news of any such
incident. The Commonwealth
remains dedicated to the principles
of Liberty adopted by our forefathers.
All persons who conspireto disrupt
normal raft traffic at Ohiopyle will be
fined and imprisoned, and forfeit their
boats to the StateJ

CopyrightJ. Katz 1993
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DEALERS

ALABAMA
Alabama Small Boats, Maylene, 800 874-5272

ALASKA
Wild Alaska Rivers, Anchorage, 907 344-9453

ARIZONA
Wotersedge, Tucson, 800 999-RAFT

CALIFORNIA
The Boat People, Son Jose, 408 258-7971
Long Beach Water Sports, Long Beach, 310 432-0187
Pacific River Supply, El Sobronte, 510 223-3675
Whitewater Outlet, San Rafael, 415 721-0708

COLORADO
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-0133
Colorado Kayak, Buena Vista, 800 535-3565
Four Corners River Sports, Durango, 800 426-7637
Down The River Equip. Co., Wheat Ridge, 303 467-9489
Phoenix Raft Equipment, Grond Junction, 303 243-4424

IDAHO
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchum, 208 726-8818
Idaho Whitewater Unftd., Meridian, 208 888-3008
Canyon Whitewater, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932

Riverwear, Twin Falls, 208 736-8714

River 1, Inc, Challis, 208 879-5300
NorthwestRiver Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202

Idaho River Sports, Boise, 208 336-4844

MONTANA
Trailhead, Missoula, 406 543-6966

NEVADA
SierraNevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-0164

NEW YORK
Wear On Earth, Potsdam, 315 265-3178

OREGON
Cascade Ouffitters, Springfield, 800 223-RAFT
Alder Creek Supply, Portland, 503 285-0464

SOUTH CAROUNA
Chattooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9083

TEXAS
Canoesport Texas, Inc., Houston, 713 660-7000

WASHINGTON
REL, All Stores, 800 999-4REI
The River Rat, Tacoma, 206 535-2855
Swiftwater, Seattle, 206 547-3377
Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871

WYOMING
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474

CANADA
Totem Outdoor Ouffitter, Calgary, AB, 403 264-6363

NEW BRUNSWICK
Eastern Outdoors, Brunswick, 506 634-1530

THAILAND
Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket, 6676-212-172

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE
Support Your Local Dealer

YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER = THANK YOU

Wed liketo think the use of the latest technology

and innovative design made usthe
best seller. But, the
credit goesto
al you AIREheads who have supported us through the years
and told your friends about AIRE. About our catarafts.
About our rafts. About our
inflatable kayaks

and seakayaks. Thanks.

:

83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (800)701-AIRE

o
=

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AW, BOISE, IDAH

(e}




s ] =
o T
i
'ﬁlﬁl L !
L ]
-~
e

-,

cmericom whitewater

R o, S

e

AWA Journal
PO Box 85
Phoenicia, NY 12464

Address Correction Requested

el T R

=L
o

My,

.

NON- PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

| PERMIT #622

|_NEWARK OHIQ




