from WfBM
-the spirit of whitewater-

.Small Dry Storage Bag
131/2"

x 161/2" nickel plated brass (rustproof) turnbuckle closures.

Patented flow molded stiffener-guaranteed watertight! Compartment
divider
only $16.50

.Medium Capacity Storage Bag

18" x 22" same features as our smaller bag above only larger capacity.
only $18.50

.Double Wall Camera Bag
Isolated inflatable compartments on either side of storage chamber insures impact resistance as well as water tightness.
only $26.50
See your local HYDRA dealer or send check or money order to
HYDRA,P.O.Box 669, Athens, TN 37303. Please enclose $1.00
for shipping.
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Dear Fellow AWA Members:
Help, won't you please send me your
-I
rn writings, drawings, black and white, and
color photographs. The AWA Journal is
the voice of the American Whitewater
paddling community and I need input.
Send stories and p h o t o s a n d story
requirements/queries to:
Dave McCourtney-AWA Editor
Box 273
Powell Butte, Oregon 97753
If you haven't heard yet, I'm the new
editor of AWA. The one thing I can do
within my power is to promise a journal
on time. Right now I don't have a backlog of stories, or photos, or insight into
the makings of AWA, but I can guarantee
you I will learn quickly. I can'tadd lotsof
color, or ads, or fancy editorial slants
unless you help me. I'm new to AWA and
I'm still learning.

JJ

You'll find I have a different approach
than Bart to subjects, layouts, ideas for
format, and content. I would like to jazz
up the AWA Journal and make it jump
out at ya. I think Bart Jackson hasdonea
tremendous job with the journal and
kept it going when many abandoned
him, supported him. He has kept the
journal going in good and bad times.
Lastly, I would like to spark debate
w i t h our readers, controversy, and
thoughtful exchange. You will see from
the Grand Canyon story I would like to
create a forum for a variety of subjects.
Also, in the Mishaps in N.A. Mountaineering, we often need to step back and
laugh at ourselves once in awhile. Let's
hear from you.
Sincerely,

AWA M E E n N G JAN. BOARD REPORT
A meeting of the AWA Board of Directors was held in Chicago in January.
Many decisions concerning the future
d i r e c t i o n s a n d g o a l s of AWA w e r e
reached. The biggest step taken was the
hiring of Weaver Executive Services to
process the bunches of mail that AWA
receives. This, in effect, has created a
National Office for our organization,
something that has been needed for
years. A second decision reached was
that the dues structure and fees of AWA
needed t o be revamped; hence t h e
Board O.K.'d an increase in yearly dues
and added other categories of membership as well. And, thirdly, it was agreed
upon unanimously that a change in the
Journal's editor be made. A complete
copy of the minutes of this meeting is
available to any interested member by
requesting one from m e and enclosing a
SASE.
Before continuing o n about what is to
come, let me reflect just a bit on what has

been. The Journal's timeliness and
content is no doubt of utmost importance to all. As this has always been an
all-volunteer organization and no single
one of us has the time necessary to do all
that is needed, you, our members, have
sometimes suffered. Several people
working behind thescenes in their spare
time, have literally held thisorganization
together for the past four or five years.
All members are in their debt for the
many unselfish hours the following have
devoted to AWA:
Phil Vogel, who has served as Executive Director, through three moves and
as many job changes, faithfully, as time
permitted, did the necessary paperwork
facilitating address changes, membes'
questions, product orders, etc., etc., etc.
Bart Jackson stepped in as editor
when things went askew in that department and for several years has produced
the most provocative whitewater publication in the country.
Vol. XXIX, No. 2

Pete Skinner computerized the membership list, and also expedites things at
the typesetters, printers and mailing.
Ken Horwitz actively pursued a new
member recruitment campaign last
year, and as a result our membership is
now higher in numbers than ever before.
Dave Smallwood, has been "keeper of
the Safety Codes" for innumerable years
and fills all requests for them.
Ricke Richardson, a non-paddler by
the way, served as ourtreasurerwhen no
one else would do the job. She has
recently been replaced by Claire Gesalman, a most efficient lady with the
numbes and checkbook, who does a
super job figuring out where the money
goes.
Burt Uhr, has offered to take over the
duties of Ad manager and is presently
doing a great job in this department.
Fred Young, has been faithfully sending out the product orders for us for the
past year.
Other Board members have lent their
support via written communication and
contributions to the Journal.
Should you happen to bump into any
of these people in your journeys, remember to say thanks; they all deserve it.
Now, to introduce a few new faces to
the AWA scene. First, selected by the
Board to fill the position of Editor is Dave
McCourtney. Hailing from Powell Butte,
Oregon, Dave founded, edited, and
published River Runner Magazine for
two years. He is a journalism teacher,
and also runs a guide service on northwestern rivers. He paddles rafts and drift
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boats, does some kayaking, and spends
time mountain climbing and skiing as
well. The Board feels confident of his
ability to continue to produce the Journal in the manner to which we have all
become accustomed.
The ballots cast by AWA members
were counted by a small group of Chicago AWA members and the tabulated
results are as follows:
Fred Young ..................... .I04
Jim Stohlquist .................... .96
Keith Thompson.. .................93
Tom McCloud ....................
.80
Mike Beard. .......................72
John Barton.. .....................63
Ron Reardon ..................... .53
Steve Harris .......................
46
Thus the top five will serve as AWA
Directors for the next 3 years. All who
were willing to run for tha Board also
deserve thanks, not just the winners.
As the year unfolds, I hope each of you
will think about AWA as you paddle
rivers around the world, and communicate with us about your experiences.
For, only by this exchange, can whitewater enthusiasts keep each other
posted. We can all learn from each other,
and that's what this Journal is all about.
Marge Cline
President of AWA

GET THE

The 1980 revised edition of t h e AWA Safety
Code is now available. This revision includes the
new system of universal river signals combined
with the excellent text of the past codes and
is a MUST for all whitewater boaters.
For your FREE COPY send a stamped, selfaddressed envelope to: AWA SAFETY CODE,
Box 1261, Jefferson City, MO 65102.
Write for price quotes on quantity purchases of
50 t o 5,000 codes. Pre-payment i s now required
before codes will be shipped.

""FLUVIAL
m
m

OCOEE RIVER RELEASE
INFORMATION
Listed below are the recreational
water release days for the Ocoee River in
1984. The information provided is accurate, but should you wish to update this
information you can call the TVA Citizens Action Line at (800) 251-9242.
Information t o t h e Ocoee Outfitters
dated 12/8/83 indicates that TVA is
attempting to require users to pay a fee
starting at $2+ per head and escalating
to $5+ per head over the 35-year life of
the project. The State is seeking other
ways to pay back the $7.4 million to the
U.S. Treasury without requiring user
fees for that purpose; Commissioner
Howell is arguing for a user fee of
probably less than $1 to be used for the
maintenance of recreation facilities
instead.

Oct. 1bNov. 4 Saturday and Sunday8 hours.
by Stan Stor

RECREATIONAL WATER
RELEASE DAYS (BASED O N
1984 CALENDAR)
Month Date (Hours per day)
March 23(8), 25(8), 31(8)

June

1(6), 2(8), 3(8), 4(6), 7(6), 8(6),
9(8), l o @ ) , 11(6), 14(6), 15(6),
16(10), 17(10), 18(6), 21(6),
22(6), 23(10), 24(10), 25(6),
28(6), 29(6), 30(10)

Sept.

1(10), 2(10), 3(8), 8(10), 9(10),
15(10), 16(10), 22(8), 23(8),
29(8), 30(8)

Nov.

3(8),4(8)

Dates, Days & No. of Hours
Mar. 24-May 28 Saturday and Sunday 8 hours; plus Monday on Memorial Day
Weekend-8 hours.
June 1-11 Thursday, Friday and Monday-6 hours; Saturday and Sunday-8
hours.
June 14-Aug. 27 Thursday, Friday and
Monday-6 hours; Saturday and Sunday-10 hours; plus Wednesday, July
4th-8 hours.
Aug. 31-Sept. 3 (Labor Day Weekend)
Friday-6 hours; Saturday and Sunday
-10 hours; Monday-8 hours.
Sept. 8-16 Saturday and Sunday-10
hours.
Sept. 22-30 Saturday and Sunday-8
hours.
Oct. 1-12 Monday thru Friday are schduled for planned maintenance; though
the weekend is not scheduled for this
maintenance, it is assumed that there
will be no water release on the 6th and
7th.
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NEWS
THE SECOND ANNUAL
POTOMAC PADDLE-A-THON
TO BE HELD I N
WASHINGTON, D.C. ON
JUNE 2, 1984
The American Rivers Conservation
Council (ARCC) and the U.S. Whitewater Team are once again sponsoring
the 1984 Potomac Paddle-a-thon on
June 2. Last year, 100 participants
paddled 6 to 13 miles and raised almost
$5,000 from their sponsors for the ARCC
and the U.S. Team. In 1984, organizers
hope that we can double that amount for
ARCC, the sole voice in Washington
lobbying for our free-flowing rivers, and
for the Team, our top whitewater canoeists and kayakers representing the U.S.
in international competition. Thanks to
all for last years' success!
The 1984 Paddle-a-thon is a kick-off
to ARCC's American Rivers Month, a
month-long, nationwide celebration of
our rivers. The site is a lazy stretch of the
Potomac River i n Washington, D.C.
Features of this years' Paddle-a-thon are
prizes for the most prolific fund raisers,
and entertainment and refreshments for
all.
If you'd like to help, call ARCCat (202)
547-6900. If you'd like to participate, or
sponsor a paddler, look f o r further
details in upcoming months!!

PHILADELPHIA CANOE 81
KAYAK RACE
Date: Sunday, June 17, 1984.
Mass Start: 11 A.M.
Rules: ACA/USCA rules apply.
Trophies/Medals: l s t , 2nd, 3rd (all
races)
Ribbons: 4th, 5th, 6th (4 mile race)
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What's Flowing in

The Boatina

Communitv

Date: Sunday, June 17, 1984.
Mass Start: 11 A.M.
Rules: ACA/USCA rules apply.
Trophies/Medals: l s t , 2nd, 3rd (all
races).
Ribbons: 4th, 5th, 6th (4 mile race).
Distance: 11 mile race, 4 mile race.
Course: Schuykill River (all races finishing at the Philadelphia Canoe Club).
Registration: $3.00/person (if postmarked no laterthan June 1) $5.50day
of race.
Classes: Distance 11 miles
K-1MO-One-Man ICF Kayak
C-2MO-Two-Man ICF Canoe
C-2-Men's Comp Cruising
C-2W-Women's Comp Cruising
C-2J-Junior Comp Cruising
C-2MA-Master's Comp Cruising
C-1-Single Canoe
K-1-Downriver/Wildwater Kayak
C-2AR-Aluminum Racing Canoe-(includes Comp Cruiser hull)
Classes: Distance 4 miles (to attract
non-marathon racers)
K-1 SL-Slalom Kayak (sex &age handicap)
C-2ST-Standard Canoe (sex & age
handicap)
C-2REC-Recreation/Short Canoe (s&a
hancp)
C-2A-Aluminum Standard Canoe(sex & age handicap)- (excludes
Comp Cruiser hull)
Total: 66 trophies, 21 ribbons

Pennslyvania Association of Canoeing
and Kayaking
Scott Lee, President
P.O. Box 753
Wellsboro, PA 16901

SAVE THE

GAULEY
&
TUOLUMNE
With a tax free contribution to AWA's
River Funds - Claire Gesalman, 6301
Hillcrest PI., Alexandria, VA 22312.
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Write the A WA Editor at Box 273, Powell
Butte, OR 97753. I f you don't wish your
letter to be published, then say directly
SO.

Dear Friends,
Just by chance I have got in my hands
your prospectus, from which I have got
to know about the existence of your
organization AWA. You write in it, you
want to learn about the life on wild rivers
all over the world. Therefore I send you
some basic information from our country, which is faraway and small-from
Czechoslowakia.
Riding on the rivers in our country can
be divided into two basic groups:
canoeing on the quiet water-this
may not be of interest for you.
canoeing on the wild water-expression "Whitewater" is new for me.
There are two sorts of riding on wild
water-whitewater.
racing canoeing-water slalom and
downriver.
water tourism, which includes all
other ways of riding canoe on the wild
river.
I want to write about the later sort of
riding, because it becomes more and
more popular in the last time. Its forms
are different from a few weeks longdistance journeys to down-river racing
on the short very difficult sections of
rivers, often o n t h e very frontier of
human possibilities WWV-WWVI.
There are many water tourists in
Czechoslowakia. Most of them are on a
very high technical and physical level.
Special competitions are organized for
them during the year on some Czecho-

slowakian rivers every weekend from
March till October. Everybody can try
his skill there and also improve his
riding. Competitions are called "Watter
touristic rides of efficiency" and are
divided into three grades of difficultyaccording to the length of the track and
its burdensomeness. The length of the
track is between 8-20 km and there are
3-4 check points on it, each of which
consist of 3-6 goals, which are overcoming and raced on points similary as
in water slalom. There are given only the
maximum time limit to be given the
possibility perceiving beauty of nature.
I n t h e end everybody gets resulting
number of his bad points to know, how
many fehlers he did. This competitions
serve to everybody perfectionly master
his boat to stop, turn, avoid the danger,
eskymo-roll etc. on the most difficulty
rivers.
Competitions are very favorite, there
are 80 competitions a year in Czechoslowakia and participation in each is
100-300 boats. Some of them is international- mentioned in the calendar
ICF-and take placeon them watermans
f r o m German Democratic Republik,
Poland, West Germany, Austria etc.
Besides competitions are existing of
course other forms riding on the water.
The family trips on thequieter rivers with
open boats or riding on inflate boats.
Inflate boats are used only very seldom
because for the rivers in Czechoslowakia are not fitted. Rivers in Czechoslowakia may be characterized as big creek
and in their upper parts are wild and
difficult for riding. They are passable
only in spring or in the time of permanence rains, from May to October exacti n g wattermans are refer o n deflate
watter from barriers-at competitions.
Vol. XXIX. No. 2

Bela River in Eastern Czechoslovakia.

Hammer Creek Race in Southern Czechoslovakia.
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For extra experienced ones are arranging campaigns in abroad. Every
year in Rumania, Karpaty Mountains,
unique in the other European countries,
Austria, Switzerland, Italien, France,
Espania and in Scandinavian countries.
I want mention yet about aquatic
armaments-boats and paddles themselves-and sometimes are better then
the ones from factory production.
I hope, that my brief information
together with some photographies from
wild water in Czechoslowakia will be for
you interesting similary as was for me
prospectus about AWA. I would like to
get to know more details about your
magazine and activities.
If you would be interested in more
information or photographs about the
life on rivers in the middle of Europe,
write please on address:
J. Sup
Vojtesska 6
Praha 1, 110 00
Czechoslowakia

vauviree weeK In so rn.
I

Innovative Whitewater Equipment

"Largest Mail Order White water Outfit in the U.S. "
*Two Day Delivery
*Advanced Designs, Hi-Tec Equipment
*Guide Services, Kayak School
*Excellent Prices

PO Box 291 P

Buena Vista, Colorado

8121 1
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ana Delleve me, tnls aream IS really justlrlea. Bur, as you all Know, m e -'canyon IS
subject to very strict restrictions.
I think it is really important that the whitewater paddlers aspiring forthis wonderful
journey to t:>eaware of the permit system presently ruling the access of the river. Here
is a copy 01 i an information letter I obtained from the Park Service some 2 years ago:
.. .,..!.~.
-.
....~.,....,
"In 1979 rne lvarronal rarK servtce comprerea, ana me former Secretary of the
Interior approved, the Colorado River Management Plan. T hat plan included
provisions to eliminate motor-powered cra ft from the Colora do River by 1985;
.,,.-m^..^:-l
r.
vlvll~ra~~
and
l a l non-commercial
establish total use levels and allocate use betheell b
users; set guidelines for managing commercial and non-commercial permits:
establish environmental protection requirements; set health, sanitation and boating
safety measures: initiate an information and education program; and establish an
impact monitoring program.
Response to thie nlen
n ~ l m ; n + + n A in, o Pnnnrnnrinnnl e m ~ m A m a n +
t11
h o lI J0Lq l
rsaz* ruukacltenarcu
a
azltcn#untIGtrItn
LV
National Park Ser vice Appropriations Act. The amendment set use at a minimum (3f
1978 levels, requilred
operators be retainel
. . that an economic. base
. . for. commercial
*
..
. * d,
and mandated conrmuea moror use on rne rlver aurlng rne prererrea use season, May
through Septem
The current pl
other provisions
Motorized trip
During the remalrwar 01 t r w year, wow rrwwr artu oar lrlps are arloweu tu laurlcrl
within the following guidelines. Commercial use is set at 106,156 user days from May
A limit o
! $9 Senternher
.. - - .-. - -. .?fY
- -, and
-. . - 9
-,344
- . . 1- -1-.s Cfav~
-~-, - from
.. - . . 0ctnher
- - .. - . . .I . to- .A.n .r .i .l 317
- ..........-f. .150
mercial
passengers
may
launch
per
day
from
May
1
to
September
30.
For
the
corn
remisinder of the year, only one commercial trip will be allowed to launch.
N cmcornmercial
days from
April 16 to .October
15; and
- . use
. is~.set at 43,920
. . user
...
-. .
...
10,530 user days durrng the remalncier ot me year. Thls user day guldellne, based on
histor,ic trip size and management plan trip length requirements, computes to 220
nonccmmercial trips per year. New trips are scheduled in December of each year
from a wafting list maintained at the River Subdistrict Office.
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trips, using aerial photography, vegetation transects and other means t o
sure the possible impacts of the new allocations. Monitoring results could
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indicate a need for management action. If so, consideration will begiven to modifying
the plan. The National Park Service will seek input from the public on a continuing
basis and specifically when changes in the plan are being considered."
On paper, the numbers don't look too bad. Throughout the year, non-commercial
users have about 32% of the usage of the Canyon. But for the period of May to
September, it drops to 29%for the non-commercial. Let's go further in our analysis. As
a private trip candidate, what is your share?
A private trip, with raft support takes 2 weeks in average using up 14 user days per
person.
The rest of the commercial outfitters use 42 foot rigs. They run a trip in 6 days.
This means for a given amount of user days allotment, the commercial outfitters send
almost 2% more people in the canyon than the non-commercial. This brings your
share down to approximately 12%%.
Then, what is not written in the above letter: if you want to paddle the Colorado
during the months of July or August, which are the most favorable, you will find the
private users share down to something between 5 and 10%.
No matter how you turn it around, the private user gets "screwed".
As you can see, approximately 220 private trips can be launched per year. A private
trip leader can have up to 15 people in his party. The number of applications received
by the Park Service presently have built up a "theoretical" waiting list of over 10years
long. "Theoretical" because of loss of interest of certain applicants during the waiting
period and deletion by the Park Service of the applications when a candidate listed on
a private trip with another trip leader during this period. Discouraging, isn't it?

That's exactly what thecommercial outfitters want. Discourage you so that you sign
up in their trips. A private trip of 2 weeks with a 2 raft support runs $300 per person at
the most. Last year, an outfitter charged $800 for a similar trip. The week trips on
motor rigs can run up to $1500 a piece. Don't you think its worth fighting for the "equal
opportunity" for the rights to run the river?
An outfitter can sell his permit rights to another outfitter. This year, 2 transactions
took place at $1 million a piece. If you have a permit as a private trip leader, and for
some reason, you cannot make it personally at thescheduled date, you can postpone
your trip once. But under no circumstances can you pass on your permit to somebody
else.
As you can see, the system was originally thought for environmental protection. It
still fulfills this function. But it works perfectly to shuffle huge profits in the accounts
of a handfufl of outfitters. Under otherwords, your tax dollar is used to manage public
land you don't have the equal right to use than theones who use this public land just
for their profit. It wasn't certainly meant that way, but it's surely the way it works now.
What can you, as a paddler, do against such a system? There are several actions
possible, which without guaranteeing any result are still better than sitting back and
doing nothing.
1. Write your congressman or representative expressing your indignation on such
a system.
2. Write to the National Park Service and let them know how you feel. Most of the
rangers are sharing your opinion.
3. Apply for a permit. You will get a number in the waiting list which will seem
discouraging, but there are always cancellations and applicants who lose their right
because they were on a trip with another leader, or applicants who forget to prove
their interest during the yearly renewal period. Finally, the moreapplicants, the better
the cards for the bargaining organizations kike NORS or ARCC.
14
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4. Join a river sport organization like NORS or ARCC. They have been fighting
against the system since day 1 and are present at all meetings and hearings
concerning the river usage. It has already been noticed that the number of customers
for the commercial trips hss considerably decreased. According to NORS, it is at a
level of 50% of what it was in 1978. Presently they do not fill their allotments of user
days. This versus increases in applications could motivatethe Park Service to change
the proportions between "commercials" and "privates".
5. Finally, and this is a hard recommendation-don't sign up in a commercial trip.
River management systems prepared by the river runners' organization:
Several systems have been proposed in the past by the organizations representing
the private users. The latest proposal by NORS and backed by the Sierra Club is the
following:
Everybody agrees that a permit system is necessary to prevent overcrowding and to
conserve as much as possible the natural integrity of the Grand Canyon.
Everyone who wants to go on a river trip in the Grand Canyon should apply for a
permit. When the permit is granted, it is up to each individual to join a privatetrip with
other river runners or to hire an outfitter to have all the trip organization problems
taken care of.
If this seems unrealistic, why is it working for other outdoor activities: elk hunting
rights or climbing of certain mountains or peaks. Everyone applies and the ones who
get permits are free to form their own crew or to hire a guide or outfitter.
This would probably mean tough days for some of thecompanies running raft trips
on the Colorado. But I don't see any reason why public land regulations should be
formed for the profit of just a few sharks.

ORGANIZATION OF A PRIVATE TRIP
On a commercial trip, you leave the organization activity to the outfitter. Your only
challenge is on the river. The 42 foot motor rigs propose the least challenge for its
rider. An oar powered raft rider at least has to bail in the rapids. A motor raft customer
is on afloating outdoor "Hyatt Regency". The only thing he has to bring tothetripare
a few clothes, and a toothbrush (if it is omitted, the outfitter will have an extra one).
Everything else is provided by the outfitter. All kind of challenge is eliminated.
On a private trip, everyone is part oftheorganization. When paddling is over and the
group lands on the beach, everyone is needed to set camp, unload the raft, cook or
take any other of the numerous duties required by community life.
Before the trip, everyone has to participate in the preparation of theexpedition and
put everything into place afterwards. You meet challenge on the river andashore. It is
a complete adventure.
Food:
For each week of the trip, a menu has to be defined and be packed with respect to
the chronological order. Dehydrated freeze dried and cans are the main substanceof
the canyon paddler. It is amazing how this kind of food can vary if well prepared.
Garbage:
Is a real problem since it has to be hauled out. It can get very voluminous if you don't
take some measures to reduce it. We smashed all the cans and burned whatever was
burnable and hauled out just the ashes. However, we had 2 large bags and 2 burlap
sacks filled with garbage.

FOUR CORNERS MARINE
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Human Waste:
Have to be hauled out also. We drove out with 4 full shit boxes. One of the rafts was
full of shit.
Fire:
Open fires are prohibited. If you use a fire, use a pan and throw the ashes in the
garbage. We did all our cooking on gas or propane stoves.
Hygiene:
Not to neglect. The last thing you want to have is somebody in the party getting sick.
So the dishes are washed carefully and rinsed in Clorox. It is safer also to treat the
water you pick at the various springs or in the river.
River runners qualifications and safety:
Last but not least, thoughts about running the Colorado. Although my
recommendations may be essentially turned to the high water level we had during our
trip, I think it would apply at a lesser degree for a lower level.
The first realization when running the Canyon is of course, a scenery which is
unique in the world, but i f you paddle you have to take a few things into consideration
before you can put in. You need to be in good physical shape. 280 miles or 230 if you
take out at Diamond Creek is a long way and it demands physical fitness to the last
day. Not to neglect that the hikes in theside canyons which were absolutely worth it
are part of your energy expenditures. The Colorado has a pool-drop system but at a
scale you are not used to. The width on the rapids can be as much as 200 feet. The
pools are extremely swirly, essentially after the rapids and I can imagine a swim was
extremely critical. This requires a close to 100% roll. Other foolproof criteria is the
water temperature which reaches 48" in August.
Then, always paddle by groups of 3 or more. I don't see much use of a throw rope,
but I had one in my boat. At the water level we ran it, the helmet is practically useless
also but it does not constitute a big handicap to wear it.
Finally, more than anywhere else, teamwork is essential. It is not a trip for
individualists. Here more than anywhere eke, the following rule applies: One for all,
all for one.
These are a few rules or tips, nobody really checks on you whether you follow them,
but as a kayaker and a nature conservationist, one is convinced you will observe these
rules.

GRANDCANYONUPDATE
As of January 1983, 3100 private
boater names made up the exclusive
Grand Canyon list. 220 summer season
launches are granted each year. But
things have changed for 1983, the National Park Service will allow people On
the waiting list t o call and toke up
vacancy. The bad news is the vacancy
fill UP period is December 1, 1983 to
January 15, 1984. Sorry, YOU missed
1983-84 vacancy call in, but if you get on
the waiting list then you can pick up on
the vacancy call in. Write to: Grand
Canyon Nat'l. Park, c/o River Unit, P.O.
Box 129, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023.
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WHOLE RIVER CATALOG
Access to Gear
THE WHOLE RIVER CATALOG, published three times a year in AMERICAN
WHITEWATER, is an AWA service designed to link up our readers with the best and
most convenient sources of boating supply, instruction, and general whitewater
paraphenalia. Prices for a full year's participation in the catalog range from only $40
to $90, depending on type of listing. If you know asupplierwho would like toappear
in the Whole River Catalog, just send the firm's name and address to A WA, Whole
River Catalog, Box 1483, Hagerstown, MD 21741-1483 and request further details.
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BOAT MFGRS.
1. The Blue Hole Canoe Co.
Sunbright, TN 37782, (615) 628-2116
Tough, RoyalexlABS open boats with
engineered outfitting
2. Hydra
P . O . BOX 669, Athens, T N 37303
Hydra rotomolded kayaks and whitewater
accessories
3. David E. Brown
Great Falls Canoe and Kayak Repalr
9328 Old Court House Road
Vienna. V A 22180
4. John R. Sweet
Buckhout
118
. - . .S.
. -.
- .... St., State College, PA 16801

6.

7.

8.

I

P.O.Box 686
Llberty,X 29657

10.
... Wildwater
.. .. -..-.-. .Racino
.-....2, Kavaks
- --,

custom
Boat buildino materials and suoolies:
..
built boats
Mad River Canoe I n c
P.O. Box 610Z, Mad River Green.
Waitsfield. VT 05673
Quality canoes of Royalex, fiberglass
& Kevlar-49
Mitchell Paddles
Canaan, NH 03741, (603) 523-7004
Paddles, Pyranha Kayaks and paddling
accessories
Natural Designs
4849 W. Marginal Way S.W.
Seattle, W A 98106 (206) 935-3998
OUTRAGE Playboats, POLARIS Sea Kayaks.
Without a doubt the standard of excellence.
Whitewater Fabrications, Inc.
Box 8216
Roanoke, V A 24104
(703) 982-2729

:

1

whitewater equipment
for the discerning paddler

(814 ) 238-8062

5.

Whitewater boatslcustom mfg. of fiberreinforced plastics

312 Duff Ave., Wenonah, NJ 08090
Ultralight racing Kayaks; European Prijons,
Darts;iacing paddles

BLADE & ACCESSORY MFGR.
11. California Rivers
21001 Geyserville Ave., Geyserville, C A 95441
Dragon Fly Designs drybags & Res-Q-Ropes

13. Mitchell Paddles
Canaan. NH 03741, (603) 523-7004

BLACKADAR BOATING is located near many of the premier scenic & whitewater rivers in the
countrv
Main Salmon &
~-Selwav. We offer the verv best boatino &
, includino
~
- the Middle Fork.
camping gear fr& manufacturers'such as Sierra West. herm mare st, ~ a & w i ; ~ sAvon,
,
H ~ E ,
Perception. Easy Rider, Extrasport. Stearns, Smoker, Carlisle, Yakima, Ouik-N-Easy. Surfer
House and many, many more. You will find our prices very reasonable & our service quick &
reliable. Our 1983 catalog is free & we're sure you'll like what you find inside. In fact, we
guarantee it.
~~

~
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SHOP BY MAIL

1-208-756-4452

1-208-756-3958
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Paddles Pyranha Kayaks and paddlfng
accessorfes

14. VOYAGEUR'S LTD.Waterproof Storage & Flotation Ekgs
for Canoeing Kayaking
Sailing Hunting

Box 409
Gardner. KN 66030

(913) 764-7755

15. Whetstone Photography
Hwy 76. Box 85
Long Creek. SC 29658

16.

Quality River Gear by Mail
Write For Free Catalog

2 3 0 Penllyn Pike
Penllyn, PA 19422

I

(215)
CM-5034

17. Wildwater Racing Kayaks
312 Duff Ave. Wenonah, NJ 08090
Ultral~ghtracrng kayaks. European Pr~lons.
Darts. racfng paddles

RETAIL SALES
18. Adams & Sons Spring Co.
Box 07882. Columbus, OH 43207
19. Appalachian Trail Outfitters
Maln & Oakland Ave.. Doylestown, PA 18901
Supplies of quality outdoor equrpment
20. Blackadar Boating Supply
Box 1170, Salmon. ID 83467. (208) 756-3958
Catalog!Retail sales o f boating equipment
21. Boats & Paddles
C/OBill & Ann Sweeney
Box 441. Madison, NJ 07940
Wh~tewatercanoes. kayaks. Accessor~es:sales.
rentals, trips, classes
22. Boulder Whitewater Supply
2510 N. 47th St.. Boulder. CO 80301
Specializing i n sales 8 ~nstructionf n
kavaks & canoes

,CANOE CORNER
CANOES, KAYAKS,
CANOE CAMPING
EQUIPMENT and CROSSCOUNTRY SKIS
-JIM SPETA, 1321 Ogden Ave.
Downers Grove, i L 60515

24. Canoe House
520 S. Greenbay Ave.. Gillette. WI 54124
Retarl sales of canoes. kayaks & outdoor
equ~pment
25. Canoes Etc.
630 E. Polk. Morton. I L 61550
Canoe and Kayak sales: long line accessories
26. Cantrell Canoe Sales, Rental
Rt. 1. Box 292A, Hinton, WV 25951

27. Clavey Equipment
30 Pamarion Way, Unit M. Novato. CA 94947
(415) 883-8826
Top quality rafting equipment and rentals.
Free product newsletter.
Grand Canyon Youth Expeditions, Inc.
Rt. #4, Box 755, Flagstaff, AZ 86001
River expeditions and kayak raft sales
28. Expeditions IncJGrand Canyon Youth
Expeditions
625 N. Beaver St.. Flagstaff. AZ 86001
(602) 774-8176 or 779-3769
River trips and kayak-raft equipment sales.
29. High Country
1120 Montgomery N.E. Albuquerque.
NM 87111 (505) 296-4600
Canoes. Kayaks. Rafts & AccessoriesSales. Rentals, Instruction & Tours
30. McLain's Paddling Supply
A.R. McLain, 345 Bretcoe Dr., Green Bay.
WI 54302
(414) 468-6604
Paddling and construction supplies
31. Paddlers' Supply House
1597 Alexandria Dr.. 4A. Lexlngton, K Y 40504
Serving the d~scrfminatingwildwater paddler &
wilderness tripper
32. River Runners' Emporium
1209 W. Main St., Durham. NC 27701
(919) 688-2001
Whitewater. backpacking. sales & rental.
clinics & trips
33. Rowlett's Inc.
1904 Staoles Mill Rd.. Richmond. VA 23230
~owlett's-~rchmondb
largest canoe dealer
34. Wet Dreams Products Co.
Box 2229. Van Nuys. CA 91404
(213) 997-7577
Natfonwrde servfce by ma11order catalog
sales

LIVERIES & OUTFITTERS
35. Adventure Trek
Box 10942. Knoxville. TN 37919, (615) 690-6478
Whitewater outfitters. olus canoeing,
. backpacking, summer camps
36. Alaska Rivers Co.
Box 827. Cooper Landing, AK 99572
Ouffitting lor rafts. kayaks & canoes in
Alaska
37. Boats & Paddles
c/o Bill 8 Ann Sweeney. Box 441.
Madson. NJ 07940
Whitewater canoes. kayaks, accessories, sales.
rentals. trios. classes
38. Class VI River Runners
Box 78. Lanslng W VA 25862
(304) 574-0704
Wh~tewaterr a f t ~ n gon the East s best rwers
39 Class VI Whitewater
, 84109
3474 S. 2300 E #2, Salt Lake C ~ t y UT
40. Commanche Outfitters
1801 W Mlssourl S t . Mldland. TX 79201
Sportfng goods dealer
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42. Grand Canyon Youth Expeditions, Inc.
R. Rt. #4. Box 755. Flagstaff, AZ 86001
River expeditions and kayaklraft sales
43. Great Adventures West, Inc.
820 Central Ave.. Gt. Falls. MT 59401
Outdoor specialty store.
44. James River Basin Canoe Livery
RFD #4, Box 125
Lexington. V A 24450
(703) 261-7334
45. Nantahala Outdoor Center
U.S. 19W, Box 41A. Bryson City. NC 28713
Canoeing, kayaking, rafting trips, instruction,
rentals and sales. Free catalog.
46. Natural Designs
4849 W Mara~nalWav SW. Seattle. W A 98106
(206) 935-3968
Outrage and Polaris kayaks, Dan Ruuska,
designerlbuilder
47. New England Whitewater Center. Inc.
Box 15. The Forks. ME 04985 1207) 663-4455
whitewater schoolraftfng trfps-~errnebec.
Lower Dead. Penobscot
48. Northern Whltewater Expeditions
Box 100. The Forks. ME 04985 (207) 663-2271
Whitewater raft~ng:N. Y.-Hudson. Moose.
Maine-Kerinebec. Penobscot
49. Outdoor Outfitters
Dan Hammock. 3203 Richmond Rd., Texarkana
TX 75503
50. P-A-R Canoe Outfitters
9504 Truscon Dr., Houston. TX 77080
(713) 465-4116
Featuring Blue Hole Canoes: everything
for canoeinglkayaking
51. River Paths Outfitters
RD#I. B O X 1 5 8
Confluence, PA 15424
(814) 395-3136

*

53. River Runners' Emporium
1209 W. Main St.. Durham. NC 27701
(919) 688-2001
Whitewater, backpacking, sales & rentals,
clinics & trips
54. Salmon River Outfitters
P.O. Box 307, Columbia, CA 95310
(209) 532-2766
Raft support, kayak rental & instruction.
55. Sandpiper Whltewater Guides
Box i l j 5 2 . Zephyr Cove. Nevada 89448
(702) 588-4074
56. Santiam Outfitters
c / o Hande Hus, 1595 Cottaqe
- St N.E
Salem. OR 97303
Whitewater kavaks. rafts. sales. rentals, lessons
& accessorfes
57. Sierra Whitewater Expeditions
Box 2273, Placev~ile.C A 95667
58. Sobek Expeditions
Box 761. Angels' Camp. C A 95222
(209) 736-4524
59. Steamboat Canoe Outfitters
P.O. Box 28. Branford. FI 32008. (904) 935-1471
60. Swiftwater
6569 4th N.E.. Seattle. W A 98115
Sales and rentals of river rafts and accessories,
lessons and guided trips.
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61. Watersports Outfitters
Box 818. Redmond. OR 97756
(503) 923-0706
Rafts, kayaks, accessories, catalog and retail
shop
62. Wayfarer of the Ozarks, Inc.
Star Rt 1. Ozark, AR 72949. (501) 667-4998
Complete outfftt~ngMulberry Rfver, rentals.
shuttles
63. West Virginia River Adventures
Box 95. H ~ c oWVA 25854. (304) 658-5277
Paddle powered raftfng on W Va s New Rfver
64. Whitewater Sports
307 NE 71st St Seattle. W A 981 15
65. Wildwater Ex~editionsUnlimited, Inc.
P.O. Box 55, i Riverfront St.. Thurmond. WVA
25936. 1304)
,~~, 469-2551
The rapfd transft system for the New River
66. Whitewater Unlimited
Box 1224
Flagstaff, A Z 86002
67. World of Whitewater
Box 708, Big Bar. C A 96010. (916) 623-6588
Exciting whitewater raft trips on upper
California rivers

I
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GEN'L CAMPING SUPPLIES
68. Commanche Outfitters
1801 W . M~ssouriSt., Midland. TX 79201
Sportfng goods dealer
69. Dahia Motor Co.
c / o Jack Akers. 4800 E . Colfax Ave..
Denver. CO 80220
New deal used cars
70. Robbins, Inc.
Box 4536. Modesto. C A 95352. (209) 529-6913
Mountain oaraohernalia
71. Wiggers Canoe & Kayak Sales
RD #4. Rt. 426 North. Corrv. PA 16407
Canoes. kayaks, tents. backpackfng and qualfty
accessor~es
72. Wild River Outfitters
11 1 S. Witchduck Rd. Virginia Beach. V A 23451
(804) 497-4890
- - ~ i r g i n i a ' scanoeinglbackpacking specialist
staffed by knowledgeable folks

.~
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PUBLICATIONS &
INSTRUCTION
73. Canoe Magazine
Htghland MIII, Camden, ME 04843
The magazfne of self-propelled water
travel
74. Leisure Enterprises
8 Pleasant S t . M~llerFalls, M A 01349
Instructfonal G u ~ d e"Recreatfonal Whitewater Canoemg". 55 75 pp

/ Paddling Portraits-,

1
I

75.

I
I

Limited Edition Color
Lithographs - 15" x 20"

Artist Hoyt Reel
Possum Point Prod.

Box 134
Dumfries, VA 22026

19

Whitewater instruction riverfront camp
on the Youghiogheny

Nantahala Outdoor Center
Highway 19W, Box 41, Bryson City, NC 28713
Canoe & kayak instruction, adventure travel
trips

79. Roy L. Mahnesrnith
215 S. Chestnut. Kewanee. IL 61443
ACA- open canoe & kayak instructor
80. S A C 0 Bound
Rt. 302, Box 113, Ctr. Conway, NH 03813
Whitewater school, raft trips, shop, canoe trips

River Runners Magazine
Box 2047
Vista, C A 92083
(619 ) 744-7 170
For the whitewater paddlerlrowing
enthusiast, 6 issues, $9-6 tirneslyr.

Riversport "School of Paddling"
Box 100. Ohiopyle. PA 15470

READER RESPONSE FORM
AWA Business Affiliates from our Whole River Catalog are your best bet for
equipment and river services. If you would like more information about their
products and what they do for you, separate this form and mail it to:
AWA, Box, 272, West Sand Lake, NY 12196
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Steamflow Prospects for the
Rocky Mountain Area
by Keith Thompson

From the snowpack accumulations
and streamflow forecasts so far this year
(March l s t ) , the central and southern
parts of the Rockies look like the best
places to be for high flows this spring,
and probably also for most any lateseason boating. The storms of the early
winter season seem to have stuck close
t o a path across extreme southern
Idaho, northwestern and eastern Utah,
and central Colorado. They left behind a
mountain snowpack of 1% to 2% times
the normal by early March, and
streamflows for that area are predicted
to be well above average. The abundant
snowpack fades rapidly to the north,
though. Unless weather patterns
c h a n g e d r a s t i c a l l y d u r i n g t h e late
winter, northern Idaho, Montana, and
Vol. XXIX, No. 2

n o r t h w e s t e r n W y o m i n g rivers w i l l
probably see a short boating season,
with early flows slightly below average
a n d later flows well below average.
Central Idaho seems to have fared a little
better, with near normal flows predicted.
Here is a sampling of forecasted
streamflows f o r some of the betterknown rivers of the region (shown as
percent of average streamflow):
Colorado:
Yampa River at Dinosaur.. . . . . . . 126%
Arkansas R. at Salida . . . . . . . . . . . 140%
New Mexico:
Rio Grande R. below
Albuquerque . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145%
Utah:
Colorado R. near Cisco . . . . . . . . 166OIo
Green R. at Green River . . . . . . 148%

. ...

.

..

San Juan R. near Bluff.. ........ 133%
Idaho:
Salmon R. at Whitebird ......... 112%
Middle Fork Salmon R. .... near 110%
Clearwater R. (includes Selway,
Lochsa, and Clearwater) ....... 80%
Wyoming:
Snake R. at Alpine.. ............. 86%
Shoshone R. at Cody ............ 75%
Montana:
Yellowstone R. near Gardiner .... 82%
Gallatin R. at Gallatin
Gateway ...................... 92%
Clarks Fk. Yellowstone at
Belfry.. ....................... 72%
Flathead R. at Flathead Lake ..... 73%
I n Washington- Oregon Cascades,
that feeds t h e western WashingtonOregon rivers, snowpack is 135% above
normal. Snowpack is way above normal
for Snake River, Rogue, Deschutes,
Owyhee, John Day. A wet spring should
provide lots of water for the Illinois and
Crooked River, premier Class V rivers in

-
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AYAK, PADDLE, OR R A F T
THE G R A N D CANYON
(or O t h e r r l v e r s l

spJ

E THE

Write:
FOR-Colorado Plateau
Box 3 3 8
Moab. Utah 8 4 5 3 2
Commercially-operated >nd licensed
raftlpaddle trips and Kayak support
on Grand Canvon.
. . Cataract. Green,
San Juan, Dolores, A T SPECI AL
LOW PRICES, AS B E N E F I T to

MONTANA RACES
Here are a couple local events scheduled for May: the Bigfork Whitewater
Festival, held on the Swam River's Class
IV "Mad Mile" at Bigfork, Montana, is
scheduled for the weekend of May 1920. The fourth annual festival is sponsored by the Bigfork Chamber of Commerce, and usually includes an exciting
"giant slalom" race, 25-mile team triatholon, and a big barbecue. Contact
the Bigfork Chamber of Commerce, Box
237, Bigfork, M T 5991 1. T h e annual
Gallatin Get-together, held on the Class
I l l - I V Gallatin River below B i g Sky,
Montana, is scheduled for Memorial Day
weekend. It consists of another "giant
Slalom" race (in this case, sort of a gran
prix race set over a wild-water-length
course) and a hole-riding contest. A
good time is guaranteed. There is also
an ACA-sanctioned race on the Gallatin
in July, but the date hasn't been set
definitely, and another on the Stillwater
near Absarokee which also remains to
be scheduled. I'll let you know about
those soon, as they should have dates
shortly.
Sincerely,
Keith Thompson
1032 Ave. E.
Billings, MT 59102

"We ONLY book River
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or il~.ci.rI Intm,,t\. Ptwr's isLVhitcwatrxr. No cost to you.
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FRIENDS OF THE RIVER,
in i t s effort to protect the ~ o l o r a d o ,
from "peaking power" and other
enerqv development.
801-259-7008

FREE

For Immediate Service

707-882-2258
and our Brochure

FOUR CORNERS K A YAK SCHOOL
Nancy Wiley and staff can get 1st timers started or can help
experts get r i d o f that bad habit. Equipment rentals and
sales. Package deals can include instructions. Free catalog.

Box 379, Durango, Colorado 81301
22
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Mishaps In
First Annual Report Of The Mishaps Commifitee
Of The North American Climbers Coalition
(Editors Note: Not intended as serious reading.)

Involuntary Argument, N o Helmet
Oregon, Portland, Stark Street
On June 13, 1982, John Tymer (32)
returned to his home late in theevening.
His wive, Karen Lee, was waiting up in
the living room and demanded t o know
where he had been. When Tymer said
that he had just returned from Mt. Hood,
Mrs. Tymer countered that she had met
his climbing partner earlier that evening
in the supermarket. Accusing him of
sneaking around, she then grabbed his
rock hammer and struck him on the
head, opening a large gash. Hearing
shouts, a neighbor summoned police to
the scene. When the police arrived, they
found Mr. Tyrner huddled in a corner of
the kitchen, protecting himself with a
rucksack and Karen Lee nearby, throwing chocks and wedges at him. After
calming the pair, Mr.Tymerwastaken to
Portland Community General Hospital,
where he was treated and released. The
f o l l o w i n g day, Mrs. Tymer filed for
divorce. (Source: Portland Herald, June
14, 1982).
Analysis:
"Been climbing" is generally accepted
as a poor alibi or cover for anything,
e s p e c i a l l y c l a n d e s t i n e l o v e affairs.
(Source: Miss Karen Lee Martin)
Unfamiliar With Conditions, Fall O n
Linoleum
Hamilton, Ontario, Al's Place, Beech
Street
On July 10, George Schlep and Jack
Tomson, two West Virginians, were returning from a weekend of climbing at
B o n E c h o i n Ontario. Thirsty, they
stopped for a few beers at a popular blue
collar bar in Hamilton. Both had several
drinks and later agreed they were feeling
good when Schlep told Tomson that he
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thought "these Canucks are all right
guys." According to Tomson, Schlep
became increasingly friendly and boistrous with additional beers and then
approached a table of Canadians who
were quietly drinking.
Slapping one of the men o n the back,
Schlep declared, "Hi ya pal, you from
here?" The shocked Canadian replied,
"No, I'm visiting from Montreal." Schlep
laughed and bellowed, "Yeah? Well,
come on down south and drink with us
anytime. You frogs are okay i n my
book!" Schlep q u i c k l y disappeared
behind the men as they sprang up from
their seats. When Tomson and several
bystanders managed to break the group
apart, Schlep was found face down on
the floor, unconscious, with a broken
jaw. One of the Canadians told Tomson,
"He seems to have slipped." Schlep was
rushed to Hamilton General Hospital
and admitted in fair condition. (Source:
Jack Tomson)
Analysis:
There is an obvious lesson in cultural
sensitivity here for climbers traveling in
other countries, even those as close as
that of o u r Canadian neighbors.
(Soruce: Jean-Claude Bouvier)
Forced Bivouac, Inadequate Protection
Wyoming, Tetons
On the morning of March 4, 1982, Jon
Neber and Susan Shifly were preparing
to hike out of Granite Canyon where
they had been camping and climbing.
Neber explains the circumstances:
We had enjoyed two days of great
weather and decided to begin hiking out
after doing a morning gully climb up

Housetop Mountain's east side, an easy
route. Halfway t h r o u g h the climb, a
s t o r n h i t f r o m t h e west w h e r e we
couldn't see it coming. It was bad. We
struggled back to camp by about 3 p.m.
and decided to wait until the following
morning to hike out. It snowed hard all
night and by the morning of March 5,
two or three feet had fallen. We had no
snowshoes. We also had minimal storm
gear and knew we had to sit tight. I
shoveled snow off the tent all day.
N o t h i n g improved b y t h e second
morning, the 6th, but we headed out
anyway. After struggling three or four
miles that day we were forced to bivouac
without food. It was very cold. We had
the tent but the poles had been lost, so
we just wrapped it around. That provided no protection, so I dug asnowcave
with my ice axe and we crawled in. That
night, Sue began t o show signs of
hypothermia. I decided I had to warm
her any way possible and remembered
someone saying that making love burned a lot of calories. It seemed to work,
although she wasn't too enthusiastic
about the idea. But we made it through
the night, and the next morning were
met by a rescue party coming to search
for us.
B o t h Neber and Shifly sustained
m i n o r frostbite o n their extremities.
Based on medical tests, a district court
in December 1982 ruled that Neber was
the father of Shifly's baby and must
make c h i l d care payments. (Source:
John Neber)
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Analysis:
Both Neber and Shifly learned a hard
lesson. Inadequate protection has probably caused problems for countless
other climbers. (Source: Janice Shen,
Jackson Planned Parenthood Association)
P o o r Decision, Unfamiliar W i t h Tra ditions, N o Helmet
N e w York, Shawangunks, C a m p i n g
Road
On August 5, three lthaca climbers,
Ted Clinch, Todd Silverman, and B o b
Clark, were drinking in a New Paltz bar
after arriving for a weekend of climbing
at the Shawangunks. At 11:45, Clark told
Clinch and Silverman that, because it
was his first visit to the cliffs, he wanted
to be fresh for climbing the following
morning. Clark then drove u p to "family
camping" a popular dirt side road near
the cliff where climbers are allowed t o
sleep. Clark parked the car, bedded
down on the shoulder of the road. About
1.30 a.m., Clark was run over and severely injured by the car of two Connecticut
climbers returning from N e w Paltz.
(Source: New York State Police)
Analysis:
T w o standard Shawangunks p r o cedures, if they were followed, might
have prevented this mishap. Had Clark
remained and drank into the wee hours,
as is usual for many Gunkers, he would
have avoided that nearly tragic encounter. Also, veteran family campers
usually bed down behind or between
vehicles t o shield themselves f r o m
drunken climbers arriving late to avoid
drunken climbers. (Source: B. Medely)
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NEW PRODUCT

JET1
Even
Noah
didn't
expect
such
radical
improvement by
shortening
their p o p u l a r 11-foot kayak design
another foot. The handmade 10-foot Jeti
kayak has only been out a few months
and its sweeping acceptance led Noah
Company to also produce it in rotomolded plastic. It's not as rushed a
decision as it looks, since Noah was
experimenting w i t h designs t h e last
seven years to find the optimum shape
of a boat which would eliminate the
weight burden.
At around 30 pounds, Jeti is not only
the lightest boat on the plastic market,
but is the easiest to learn in and offers
the best control, most safety, and unprecedented comfort.
Noah Company will market some of
the boats directiy and will appoint a
national, or at least west coast, distributor as well. They are so confident
about t h i s boat that their marketing
campaign includes a $10 offer for not
buying a Jeti kayak.
Vol. XXIX, No. 2

It's nice to see that the sport is developing i n t h e direction which w i l l
attract more beginners, especially since
the price is expected to be less than
$500.
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NEW PRODUCT

(EASLEY, SOUTH CAROLINA)-Laura Sargent takes her Aquaterra Blazer through
its paces o n the world famous Chattooga River. The Blazer is fast, rugged AND
responsive-all at an affordable price.

BLAZER
(EASLEY, SOUTH CAROLINA)- Introducing Aquaterra, a fresh, new, freet h i n k i n g contender o n t h e b o a t i n g
scene...
" At Aquaterra we understand that
each individual w h o comes i n t o t h e
sport of solo boating does so for his or
her very o w n reasons," says Chris
Jensen, general manager.
"Some people are looking for ripsnorting, toe-curling adventure. They
want to take on the challenges of whitewater-either to prove their own mettle
or just to get away from all of life's
trappings, to 'get down to what is really
real."
"Some people want to travel, to ex-

plore. Still others want to experience
one-on-one the vastness and power of
the open seas."
"At Aquaterra we know that people
don't run a river or go sea touring forthe
same reasons they go jogging or play
handball. The need for the 'sport'comes
from a deeper level. The reward of the
sport is far richer."
"We have two boats ill our line right
now-Blazer for river running and Chinook for open water kayaking."
The Blazer is a medium-low volume
whitewater playboat. Rotationally
molded for strength and durability. Its
long, sleek waterline and shallow-arch
bottom provide superior tracking and
stability; yet it surfs, turns and plays like
a pro.
Vol. XXIX, No. 2

NEW PRODUCT

PERCEPTION INTRODUCES
RIVER MITTS
New River Mitts from Perception are
designed especially for the all-weather
whitewater kayaker. A unique velcro
closure fits securely around most K-1
paddle shafts, snugly enought to keep
cold air and spray away from hands.
Borglite pile creates a layer of warm
air next to skin which allows the paddler
to maintain greater flexibility in hands
and fingers, even in every cold water.
The outer shell of the River Mitts is a
durable blue nylon, highlighted with
silver graphics.
"Trial runs have proved the River Mitts
to be very effective in protecting the
paddler's hands from the cramping and
numbness of cold water kayaking," said
Perception marketing director Joe Pulliam. "We're pleased to be adding this
fine product, designed exclusively for
Perception, to our line of kayaks and
whitewater accessories."
Suggested retail $21.95.
Vol. XXIX. No. 2

EDDY -

T H E AREA DOWNSTREAM OF
A N OBSTRUCTION WHERE THE WATER
T E N D S TO FLOW BACK U P S T R E A M ,
T H E N IN h C I R C U L A R M O T I O N .

...

"Dam the Corps Not the Gauley" &
"Paddle Till You Puke"

5 0 / 5 0 T-shirts.
M. L , XL, Red, Black or Orange.
$1 t o C.F.G.R. $7.50 ppd. Ohio folks add 6% tax.
New Frontier, P.O. Box 941,
Cambridge, Ohio 43725

: Rivers of Surprise
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Rakaposhi. Hunza. Karakorum. Nanga Parbat. Gilgit. Indus. Ultar. Hopar,
Hispar and Batura...These are magic
names for trekkers and mountain climbers, magnets that year after year draw
the best from around the world to meet
their challenges. For river- runners
though, northern Pakistan remained
untested. The challenges had not been
met.
I first felt the pull of the lndus and its
tributaries several years ago, but not
until the fall of 1979 was the last barrier
hurdled and the lndus reached. I was a
participant on an expedition organized
by SOBEK Expeditions of Angels Camp,
California. We had decided to meet the
lndus head-on, to attempt to navigate
the toughest section of river that we
knew of. The effort was noble, but the
river was king. The lndus whipped us,
intimidating and overwhelming us into
portages, lining, capsizes, general defeat. And whetted our appetites for
more.

In our travels around Pakistan after
the first lndus attempt, several other
rivers proposed themselves as candidates for exploration. Their names did
not have the awesome ring of lndus
though. A return bout was what we really
wanted, so our attentions focused o n
using the Hunza and Gilgit Rivers as
avenues to the main event.
Later I was back as leader of another
SOBEK-sponsored exploratory, tackling a 250-mile stretch of whitewater
from Baltit on the Hunza RivertoThakot
on the Indus.
With the benefit of prior experience
and plenty of stateside prep time, the
last minute details in Rawalpindi fell
neatly and conveniently i n t o place.
Permits, food, equipment, road transport, flights, passport registration and
schedules presented few problems.
Then I wason board aflightto Gilgitwith
the group, happy to be on the way, and
wondering why I should be happy t o
return after the intimidation of t h e
previous year.
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The Hunza was first on the agenda.
We expected a small, fast-dropping
river, rocky but runnable. First views of
the river on the way to our put-in confirmed this, and even as we unloaded our
equipment and began organizing and
rigging, the river next to us looked small.
The scale of the landscape held some
surprises though, and when a 70-foot
safety line I was testing only went a
quarter of the way across the river, some
quick reevaluations followed. 20,000'
peaks and crystal clear air had tricked
our senses into a scaling-down of everything we saw. An effort was required to
put the river in its proper perspective.
Having made the effort, holes, waves,
and currents grew. The Hunza looked
more exciting.
The focus o n the river grew even
clearer when we launched our three
Avon Professionals and headed downstream. The current wasswift, the rapids
difficult and the penalties high. Potential
wrap rocks, flip holes and tight maneuvers were everywhere. The Hunza was
a time-consuming river, the rapids
demanding more scouting time than
actual river time. And although for the
oarsmen the rowing was exciting, for
everyone else in the boats things were a
bit dull. For two days we cheated everything, skimming along the shore, catching little bridges between holes, ducking
behind rocks, and generally avoiding
the river's pitfalls. Mistakes could have
led to severe problems, but because we
were proceeding with caution and rowing well, the trip was uneventful.
Waking t o the sight of Rakaposhi
(25,550') glistening in the early morning
sun just miles away can make the uneventful special. To be working downstream, dealing with another river not so
different from so many others, to round
a bend and stare into the throat of a
glacier or up a peak some four vertical
miles overhead, or to startle and idling
local, to float by a mountain hamletsurprise-this is Pakistan! We had not
come those thousands of miles just for
whitewater.
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Whitewater Raftina on the lndus River in
Pakistan.

jet^, backed by axtenswe rotomolded

1s the LIGHTEST plast~c
kayak made. The des~gnnot only performs, but 1s actually comfortable . . .
COMFORTABLE! Stable hullandeasyexit cockpit mean SAFETY. Jeti promises
todofor kayaking whatshortskisdidfor
skiing. ..open thesport toamuch wider
oarticioation. For exoerts. Jeti is an
excltlng mnovallon, for begmners. Jet1
lsan open ~nvltatlon"What look novtces
an hour, they learn after 5 minutes in a
Jefi." say the best kayak instructors. "I
am one class better."say intermediate
paddlers. "The ultimate balle1,:'experts
claim. Even Noah's popular 11-foot
designs had to step aside. Slip into
something more comfortable.. . Jeti.
experience

I

If, after testing Jeti at a participating
dealer vou buv a olastic com~etitor.
sendfor%l~ l o n o s h c o m ~ a nmut.3.
y,
box 1 9 3 b . bwson city. nc 2 8 7 1 3 Free Brochure

The third day brought a portage and
some excitement. The time on the river
was a little tougher, with boats filling
with water and a near flip. We portaged
to avoid a double rapid, which was conceivably runnable in two separate sections, but which held enormous, permanent penaltiesthat dissuaded us from
the water route. We covered all of three
kilometers. Things were bogging down.
The Hunza is cold and glacial, dingy
grey and deceptively strong. The landscapes are stark earth tones, brown,
grey, black, streaks of ochre and alabaster. Looming snow-dappled peaks
and refreshing oases of green save the
views from grandiose boredom. The
banks are embellished with fruit trees,
willows, poplars, maize and vegetable
fields wherever water seeps down from
t h e s n o w f i e l d s . T h e area is a h i g h
altitude desert, receiving only 4" of rain
a year, so the land is dry and bleak where
there is no seepage. Chilly mornings
give way to warm days. In the afternoon
the high peaks often gather a cloud
cover, the winds come up and it is cold
out on the river.
Short river days, monotonous scenery, and careful river - running were
beginning to lull us. The runs got a little
sloppier, a little more daring. The Hunza
lay back and waited t o surprise us.
Instead we surprised ourselves. The
miles began to flow by. By the end of the
fifth day we were camped at the confluence of the Gilgit and Hunza, ready to
tackle leg two of the journey.

The turquoise Gilgit was enfolded b y
the grey swirls of the Hunza, the sun
sank behind distant peaks in a fiery
display of its glory, alpenglow turned the
mountain snows phosphorescent, the
sand cushioned and warmed us. A
perfect evening. When a glowing, undulating caterpillar of enormous dimensions appeared in the darkening a mile
back up the Hunza, it hardly seemed out
of place. When the caterpillar metamorphosed into a vast torchlight procession
winding its way into the hills we began to
wonder. And when, well after dark, the
pinpoints of light showered down the
hillsides i n a meteoric display, o u r
su.rprise and enjoyment gave way t o
curiosity. The explanation of the pyrotechnic fantasy was worthy of theawe it
had evoked in us: This was a celebration
of the Aga Khan's birthday! The Aga
Khan? Yes, the people of the Hunza
Valley regard the Aga Khan as their
spiritual leader, maintaining their o w n
separate sect of Mohammedism. October 20 is one of their principal festival
days, with a traditional torchlight procession. Perfect...
The Gilgit. A much bigger river, but
m i l d . We s i g h t - r u n , d o s o m e s h o r t
scouts, and have fun. There is big stuff
out there but we handle it with no more
than some near-problems hardly worth
counting. After lunch we scout a oneobstacle rapid with a turbulent entry, a
huge pour-over rock covering virtually
all of the river. We try to sneak left
around the rock, a delicate movedown a
five-foot-wide channel and in behind a
rock by shore. I volunteer to g o first, and
as I drift into the rapid realize that m y
scouting had been a bit perfunctory. The
approach moves down the far left do not
look so simple now. After taking a
couple small drops I am forced t o make a
quick decision, whether to run through a
hole just above the pour-over or to take
its right corner then cut back t o the left
of the rock. I settled on the latter, mistakenly. Unable to get back left, I caught
the edge of the pour-over, dropped five
feet into a keeper hydraulic, and stayed
there.
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The boat had not flipped, but was
being sucked down, thrashed and
roundly abused. We high-sided, shifted
our weight, pulled at the oars. On shore
a safety throw-line was hurled towards
us, but missed. Then, as we appeared to
pull free, the water decided to finish with
us. The upstream tube sank from sight,
and we were over. The usual post-flip
excitement was increased by the sight of
t h e upside- down boat s t i l l sloshing
around in the hydraulic. w e began to
formulate wild ideas on how we could
attach something to the boat to pull it
out. Fortunately, the river saved us that
difficulty by deciding tospit the poor Pro
back out. These Pakistani rivers never
dished out quite what we expected.
A couple of hours of easy river led up
to our first taste of the Indus'power. This
river is in scale with the huge landscape
around it; it is proportioned to accommodate four mile differences in elevation. When its power is demonstrated
by a drop, it is intimidating. Ten-footdeep waves or holes are the rule, much
larger and totally unforgiving drops are
n o t unusual. Our boats were totally
dwarfed, and any hint of casualness
vanished.

We had seen this stretch of river the
previous year when we had ended our
trip a couple of days below the Gilgitlndus confluence. We knew enough to
lend us some assurance, but too much
to allow for confidence. Just below the
point at which we had taken out the
previous year was the Raikhot Gorge, a
fearsome narrowing of the 40,000 cfs of
the lndus into a fifty-foot-wide space
with a drop of many feet over a distance
of only a couple hundred yards. Awesome! We camped at the old take-out
and walked down to the gorge to get a
glimpse of the water before inalterably
committing ourselves to run it.
What we saw was as expected, except
for one detail. It looked runnable. We
used a bridge spanning the gorge to
scout the mess from both sides, and
what was there looked surprisingly
possible. Three drops, the first seeping
right to left in a long series of gargantuan waves, the second just a set of
mammoth wave-holes which no boat we
knew of could survive, and the third of Vwave on the left of the river leading to a
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tight pullover for lunch and reconnaissance on the lndus River.
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madhouse of turbulence which we all
preferred to avoid. The possible run was
a messy, fast, dangerous sneak through
some rocks on the left of the first drop,
negotiating some small holes on the left
side of the second thrasher, then using a
downstream ferry right to bust through
the side of the V-wave just before its
apex and pull hard away from the maelstrom. The penalties were nightmarish.
Number Three was not so bad, but if o n
flushing out of the rocks on the left of
Number One we were unable to make
the very dicey move to the far left, it was
goodbye and off down the middle of
Number Two, a sure,flip.
After a not-so-sound night's sleep, we
did a quick scout of a large rapid down
by our camp and headed off to our
chosen pull-in above the gorge, a halfmile away. Thirty seconds later I was
upside-down underneath my boat, my
leg caught between two rather unyielding objects. I wrenched it loose, leaving
my shoe behind, pulled myself from
under the boat and managed to get
myself and it to shore. The passengers
also got quickly ashore. Once again,
surprise! Having cut behind a hole a
split-second sooner than the boat in
front of me, I had been swept right into a
rock wall. I couldn't recover from the
rebound before the next set of holes.
Once out of the cold water, my leg
looked bad and felt worse. A murky
bruise was already appearing all along
the shin, and my calf muscle was charley-horsing violently and painfully. As
soon as I was ready to get back in the
boat, someone else rowed me across to
our pre-gorge pull-in.
In the clear light of day, with the reality
of rowing the gorge imminent, the run
through Number One looked tougher,
the penalties less thinkable. We looked
and thought, thought and looked, finally
deciding to portage my boat since I was
in no kind of rowing shape anyway. The
other two could then think about the
Raikhot Gorge with a safety boat in
mind, not much consolation since the
recovery time between One, Two and
Three was minimal. Eventually we all
portaged Number One. Enough time
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and activity had returned my leg to life,
so I rowed.
There was no way to portage Two and
Three; sheer gorge walls pinched down
to river level. I left, and the horrible
sensation of being pushed out into the
central disaster area was overwhelming.
My boat and both of theothers wereable
to fight the force of the holes pushing u s
off the side to the maw and stay out of
trouble. Trying to bail between two and
Three was an experience unmatched i n
my ten years of world-wide boating. The
force of currents underneath the boat
was immense, swells, boils, eddies,
current lines and basic c r a z y water
bobbed the boat like the proverbial cork.
I fought to keep off the wall, sure that the
boat would be driven up against it and
flipped. This power in the gentlest water
of Raikhot put the turmoil down the
m i d d l e o n a level b e y o n d c o m p r e hension.
Number Three went smoothly, as
planned. The lndus was not going to get
us with the obvious. We kept o n downriver, managing at least t o foul o f f
whatever curves the river threw us,
staying out of trouble. The river was
magnificent, everything we had hoped.
The whitewater was huge, heart- stoppingly so, but manageable. Nanga Parbat (26,660') stayed in view for a day and
a half, its summit four and a half vertical
miles above us! Beautiful basalt gorges,
dripping green moss waterfalls, serene
stretches of relaxing water, hot springs,
and lots of fascinating people. We met
everyone from the local administrator to
the village children, sharing food, joking
in English and sign language, generally
appreciating the absurdity of our presence o n this river i n the middle o f
Pakistan.
Although we had t h o u g h t that w e
would be the first negotiating this
stretch of the Indus, just before the trip
we had met a gentleman in Gilgit who
claimed to have been with a Czechoslovak expedition a few years previously.
He described to us something resembling a huge 37' pontoon raft with wooden
decking, powered by both motor and
oars, which would dwarf our puny 15-
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footers. His story was laced with potential problems, including a flip and a
wrap, as well as taking a month to do a
section we had alloted ten days for.
There was enough in i t to make us
believe, and enough strange loose
connections to make us doubt. One
thing he told us did stick however, and
that was specific warning about three
trouble spots. Our informant was a Mr.
Baig; his account of the bad spots was
jokingly labelled Baig's Book of Biggies,
our waterproof guide to the Indus. BBB
#I was the Raikhot Gorge, behind us. #2
and #3 were somewhere ahead, and the
thought of them capsizing and wrapping
a pontoon schooner like the one he had
described was discomforting.
At least it gave us something to talk
about. The Book and its translations
from the original Urdu into French,
German and English were a good source
of creative inspiration. Doubts or belief
in the previous expedition, and speculation about #'s 2 and 3 provided us with a
focus other than the lndus itself. When
we negotiated a particularly sticky run
down the left of an island, requiring
hours of scouting and a few tricky
moves, it seemed as though we had
found #2 and conquered it. Yeah. The
location seemed about right from the
BBB description. The problem was
trying to look at the rapid from the
perspective of a different water level and
a 37' boat to decide whether there could
really have been a flip there. We concluded that the big boat could not have
made the same tight cuts we did, would
have been forced to the center of the
island drop, and might have flipped.
Therefore, this rapid must be BBB #2.
So the real #2 caught us by surprise. It
was ridiculous, impossible, the whole
river plunging steeply through a series
of boat-destroying holes before shooting over and around Hotel Rock, an
obstruction the size of a two-story townhouse. We portaged, and had a measure
of our humility restored to us. After the
portage, the river calmed down, and we
drifted and enjoyed. We encountered a
ferry-boat made of sticks lashed onto
cowskins tied off and inflated, and spent
some time rowing these rickety craft
Vol. XXIX, No. 2

while the local oarsmen experienced the
pleasure of rowing with our modern,
well-designed equipment. A couple
pleasant days went by before #3.
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C a p t a i n Sohail rowing John Yost,
author, in the stern.

Photos by Jim Slade and Richard Bangs.
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Rafting on the lndus below the towering Karakorum
Mountains.

BBB #3 had been give a place
name. With that information we could
talk to the men along theshore to narrow
down exactly where this rapid would
appear. It was widely compared t o
Raikhot and other such horrors, so we
expected the worse. What we got was a
fairly easy cheat down the left, complete
with a choice of possible routes. The
middle looked messy, but temptingly
runnable. With our take-out only a mile
below in flat water, the big stuff in the
center, our last shot at the power of the
Indus, drew more interest that it might
normally. I snuck m y boat safely down
the left to allow another boatman to try
the middle.
He pulled on his full wetsuit, doubletied his boat, cautioned his passengers
and pushed off. The spot at which he

wanted to enter was center-left, a bridge
between two long, steep holes. Once o n
the water he didn't find it. A g o o d ten feet
right of the slot, he hit the first wave a n d
tipped over. The benevolent river swept
him left around the rather frightening
large waves at the bottom right of the
r a p i d . We recovered t h e b o a t a n d
people, rowed a few minutes down stream, and the lndus encounter was
over.
The fight was a fairer one this time,
and we even won a few rounds, but the
judges unanimously agreed that t h e
lndus won o n points. If I can get a
rematch, I'd be glad to accept it. Not so
much for the action in the water, but for
the magic of the Karakorum, of Hunza,
Rakaposhi, Nanga Parbat, of the rivers
and the glacier.
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A New Revolution In C-1 Paddling

Introducing the first high-performance, rotomoldcd,
river-running C-l for the river lover in you! Fast and sturdy,
Perception's GyraMaxTM meets the river's tough demands of
speed. strength and stability.
Fast for catching eddies. Great for pop ups and playing
holes. But not too grabby. Super easy t o rail, or even hand roll.
7 h e GyraMaxTM is a collaborative effort between Perception's Bill Masters and David Hearn, well-known designer of
the famed "Max" C-l series. The unique combination of
Hearn's design ideas and Perception's GyraflowTM molding
process gives paddlers a new mode for exploring their paddling
capabilities.
GyraMaxrM is the sixth boat design for Hearn, following
the world-class Max 11. SuperMax. UltraMax, CudaMax and
BatMax.
Hearn has 13 times captured the national championships
in wildwater and slalom canoeing, has been three times world
silver medalist, and in 1982 won the Pan Am gold medal. In ad-

dition. Hearn is the only American ever t o win the Europa
Cup, the most coveted title in European whitewater racing.
G y n M u T M performance f e a t u m ineludc:
Tapered, flat bottom for fast acceleration and stability
Sharp rails at the ends for carving turns and maneuverability
Ends are gently upturned and low in volume-great for
catching eddies and doing pop ups.
Volume-82 gallons 0 1 0 liters)
Length-12 ft. 8 in. (3.86melers)
Width-27 in. /69 cm.)
See your nearest Perception dealer for more information
about this great new decked canoe o r contact Perception, P.O.
B o x 686, Liberty, SC, 29657. (803) 859-7518.
Join the revolution in C-1 paddling! kt the world f m m a
GyrnMsxTM. In addition to the excitement you'll find, yoo'll
know that part of the profits from each GynMaxTM sold will
go to the U.S. Whltevstcr Team.
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For more ~nformat~on
contact Percept~on.
lnc P 0 Box 686. L~berty.SC 29657 [803) 859-7518

BILLS BAGS
Another high quality product from Northwest River Supplies

Free Catalog
P.O. Box 9 186,v~oscow,
Idaho 83843 208-882-2383

AWA Journal
P.O. Box 1483
Hagerstown, MD 21741-1483
Address Correction Requested

NON-PROFIT
BULK RATE
Permit No. 9
West Sand Lake
NY 12196

