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How many rivers did L T last eiar £

What was your total river mileage?!

Whio was on that trip to Colorado?

Where is the put-in really at?

What is the gradient of the Gauley?

When was your first run on the Roguc!

If the answers to these and many other
guestions about past river trips are
starting to become more than just a

little
vague over time, then you need a

Wl Dream to stimulate your memaory.,

Additional Titles

Footnotes
...atrail diatry

TdeMarks

...a Ski touring diary

Only $5.95 ca.

.. ariverdiary.

by Ed Puterbaugh
Crystal Publications

plus 31.00 for Shapping
Quantity discounts available!
Dealer Inguiries Welcome.

Satisfaction guarantecd o1

your money back!

Send Your Order To:

Crystal Publications
3361 Carriage Lane Dept.-1A
Lexington, Ky, 40502

Yes, 1 need a Wet Dream to help stimulate my memory. 1.
Send memy copy today alongwith the ather titles| have checked below. :
(Pleaseindicate quantity in the boxes) |

|

Wet Dreams Footnotes TeleMarks |

1

|

MC VISA Chek Sign.: II

Card Number Exp. l:
Quantity Name: |'

. 1

T‘:_ Price Address |
ipping ) |
Tex _ City/State: !
Total e Zip: Phone: |
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SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

& FULL LINE OF GLAR FOR
CANOES = KATARS
RAPIDS « LAKES = DCEANS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extraspor!,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

—
FIND OUT WHAT
WORLD CLASS
STANDARDS ARE.

From White Water
to Ocean Touring

Entry

400°°
L(?E\éel to
Expert 1200°°

Since 1973

For more information, give
us a call.
Toll free 1-800-354-0190.

editor's forum

I'm composing these opening
lines in early January. It's difficult to
concentrate upon whitewater. Just
24 hours ago, afairly typicalnorthern
Mew York winter storm dumped
nearly six feet of snow over an area
just 40 miles north of here duringthe
course of a single day.

I know that area well. The Moose
Hiver flows through the middle of it.
fmd I'll be skiing in near-by Old
Forge this weekend.

Boating and skiing go hand in
hand up here in northern New York.
fou couldn't find two more compat-
ible activities designedfor the maso-
chistic sportsman.

By the end of October, after a full
geason of bracing and rolling, my
shoulders are shot. The simple mo-
ton of raising my arm to comb my
hairor pick my nosecauses my joints
i3 ache. But by mid November, New
York ski areas are cranking up the
spew guns and I'm outdoors again.

Then in early March, after four
months of skiing, another part of my
body starts to betray me. My bat-
1ered knees wobble with every step.
But just when I'm about to be con-
gignedto awheelchair, theriversice
out and it's time to boat again.

Between my wrecked knees and
arthritic shoulders, | figure I'm
crippled 100% of the year. Thank
God for a combination like boating
and skiing where an invalid can pre-
tend to remain a healthy specimen.

So long as | can keep my sea-
sons andinjuries separate, | should
be allright. Justdon't tempt me with
January boating in Costa Rica or
skiing the Andes in July.

Although the weather may have
relegated boating to the bottom of
your priority list, take time neces-
sary to study the proposed
changes in the AWA Constitution
and complete the enclosed ballot
for the AWA Board of Directors
election. The constitutional
changes are required to continue
AWA's expanding national role
while a dynamic collection of lead-
ers is essential for the AWA to
maintain its momentum as
America's foremost whitewater ad-
vocate.

Conservation: Pope Barrow
Safety: Charlie Walbridge

27705

American Whitewater Staff

Editor: Chris Koll, 6 Farnham St., Cazenovia, NY 13035 (315)655-3159
Membership Director: Marge Weaver, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067 |
Advertlsing Director: Phyllis Horowitz W(914)679-2300 H(914)688-7401

Address Changes: Keith Morgan, 2601 Tanglewood Dr., Durham, NC

Missing Copies: Contact Peter Skinner, Box 272, W. Sand Lake, NY 12195
American Whitewater is printed by the Hi-Neighbor, Cazenovia,NY. Laser
printing by Syracuse Computer Store. All rights reserved.




. R VERSPORT

i% 213 Yough Street
:,-?-;‘ﬁ Confluence. PA 15424
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i (814) 395-5744
THE One d the top whiiewater schools in the
AMER|CAN country. Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.
WHITEWATER as well as experts.
Friendly instructors, small classes, excellent
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equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp

combine to provide the perfect setting for sampietely custom- -

11 learning whitewater skills. Students are L] “"-" m:t;;c::dnpad_-ré

BOARD OF DIRECTORS [ carefully placed in small classes according to

] W kil level, paddling interest and age. We
uarantee your satisfaction, Ask about our 5

S ) Canoes by Whiteselt, Ltd.

1986-1988 il % : (404) 325-5330, Box 9839. Atlanta. GA 30319
President

Marge Cline
1343 North Portage
Palatine, IL 60067 e
Pope Barrow jre-tudndig
136-13th Street, SE. NN _p '

& P.O. Box 1647
' Washington, D.C. 20003 ROGUE WILDERNESS, ING. g, pass, OR 97526

TOM 5TUL

One to four day whitewater rafting irips
Salmon and steethead fishing

Rich Lewis GROUP KAYAK SUPPORT TRIpg (%07 4799584
1304 Chinook Trall on the permit section of the
Frankfort, KY 40601 “Wild & Scenic’ Rogue River, ==
Keith Thompson A Comaiene Line af _ e -f_-\.__ L
1171 N. 10th Street || River Running Rental Equipment available 3t TRMTARTTR SEORLS),

Laramie, WY 82070
Phyllis Horowitz
P.O. Box 329
Phoenicia, NY 12464

1982-1985
Ken Horowitz
P.O. Box 88108
Seattle, WA 98188
Peter N. Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Rd.
W. Sand Lake, NY 12195
Ron Walters
Idaho State University WE SPECIALIZE IN SQUIRT KAYAKS
Box 8118 The Pro Jet by New Wave is ilj stock in sizes from fuII‘tt') an T‘T cut. We carry only the
Pocatello, ID 83209 Saiable hoats i Sock inaud the Gurge. the Feier and the Aero-Be C.1 we s tork
Executive Director surface boats including. Dancers. Dancer XT's. Mirages. Gyra-Maxs. AeroQuatics. Fits.
Risa Callaway ;r}ciglz;ggionﬂys. Call us for a price on a new deck boat delivered anywhere east o the
P.O. Box 375 — -
Denver, NC 28037 BOB TAYLCR S
Treasurer
Claire Gesalman APPOMATT(S?S(N R,\LXES COmINC.
6301 HiI_Icrest Place Farmville. Virginia 23901
~ Alexandria, VA 22312 || Phone 804-392-6645
Open Tuesday-Saturday
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EAECADE ICH..I‘TFITTEFI.S

+ Qualiy N EEEE

PO Box 209 ® Sprmgfleld OR 97477
503 (747-2272)

Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238

Test yourself
with the best!

Canadass fi NBnd finest adult whitewater 5choal.
(establishedin 1972}, provides highly [Emsamsl
instruction from [REEINEN to expert levels N both
whitewater kayaking and open canoeng —leading
to EEEIES recognized WONTWAOE. Located on the
NASESEEES River, near Algonquin Park, MK C offers
all the comforts ¢ a IS resoft-including
Felicious meals S pg vvith BIESNEEE hospitality
—as well as excursions to the nearty and fast-
moving waters d t he EBEIEES FEtawawa and
Ottawa Rivers

Our classes are small [a 1:5 ratio), and our currents
clean, warm and uncrowded.

Rates start at Weekends: $92.00; Five
Days: $140. 00(U.S.), subject to currency
exchange. Book early to avoid disappoint-
ment.

Fr more informationand appiication form. [EEsE
write for our brochure.

2 Tuna Court, I Mifls, Dntano, M3A 3L1

{416) 447 8845,

After June 1st: Barry's Bay, Ont., P.O.
Box 635, KOJ 1B0 (613)756 3620
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letters

Editor,

Your "Steep Creek Secrets" article [

in the July/August 87 issue is, in my
opinion, the best whitewaterarticle I've
ever read. I love creek running and am
somewhat dismayed at the lack of such
articlesinthe "high dollar, colorpublica-
tions." lwouldbe interested in purchas-
ing any back issues with such articles
on Class IV-VI hair runs or first de-
scents. | have enclosed the $15 for a
subscription and am gxpecting more
creek articles in future issues.

Thanks,

David

(editor's note: Dave's complementary
note was forwarded to me by our sub-
scription office, and it didn't include his
name or address. But wherever you
are, Dave, rest assured we're deter-
mined to continue covering the cutting
edge of whitewater sport.)

Dear Chris,

Your three feature articles trans-
formed the November/Decemberissue
of American Whitewater into an early
X-mas present.

I thoroughly enjoyed each superbly
written story and your juxtaposition of
the Stephen Craneexcerptsintothe NI-
AGARAI article was very effective.

My compliments and best wishes for
a happy holiday season.

Norm Fairhurst

Dear Chris,

Wonderful. I really support the ideaof a
paid executive director's position. As
some of youknow, I outlinedthe idea of
the positionin aproposalthatprepared
some years ago.

Obviously, I'm delighted with the
concept, and I have felt for sometime

1 that in this day and age a paid director—

is essential if our organizationis to grow
and meet the needs of the boating

community.

By all means, you have my vote of
approval.

By the way, the Blackadar biogra-
phy on which I've been working for the
past four years is nearing completion.
AWA played animportantrole in his life,

|_and I haven't overlooked those contri-

butions in the text.
Yours Aye,

Ron Watters
Pocatello, Idaho
B —

Chris:

Don't change a thing. I'm referringto
the direction | want the AWA magazine
to pursue.

The large magazineis great, too. By
the way, | hope your EDITORSHIP is
lifetime.

Kent Iggulden
Hamburg, NY
P ——

Amarican Whitewater
latters policy

American Whitewater Invites
comments from lts readership.
Your opinlons regarding the
magazine, |t contents or Ns
ganeral editarlal policles am so-
lcltad,

In addition, Amarican Whits-
water aspires 1o be a sounding
board for the whitewater commu-
nity. This column Is dedicated to
Bct a8 & clearinghousa for your
rafllecilon®s upen whitewater
salely, conservation, aquipmant
and trends.

Faal frea to drop me a line at 6
Farnham Strest, Cazenovia, HY
13235, Bravity s approclated, but
il tha subject demands a novel,
kot tha words fly. I'l make an
honest affort to print all letters on
any legitimate subject.

Hopa to hear from more of
you-




awa briefs

Access to Niagara
Gorgerestricted,;

legal action pending

On September 16, 1987 the New
York Stata Office of Parks and recrea-
tion invited public comment on a pro-
posed regulation that would prohibit
boateraccessfrom Parkpropertytothe
rapids of the Niagara Gorge. Since the
Office owns or controls virtually all land
affording access to the rapids, the
adoptionof sucharegulationeffectively
would exclude boaters from the Niag-
ara Gorge.

The Office receivedcommentsfrom
several persons. All opposed the regu-
lation. After a superficial review of the
comments, conducted without benefit
of advice irom anyone having any
whitewaterexpertise,on November 10,
1987 the Office adoptedthe prohibition.

On December 11, 1987 a lawsuit
wasbroughttoset asidethatregulation.
We are in the process of presentingthe
matter to the Court for resolution and
are very optimistic. Either way, the
matter should be resolved within the
next several months. -- Bob Glanville

Recreational
paddling on
Savage River
limited during
competitions

Two primary issues will effect casual
recreational use of the Savage River
duringthe 1988 dressrehearsalandthe
1989 World Championships:traffic and
safety.

During the events there will be a
traffic management plan in place to
safely and efficiently accommodate
athletes, volunteers and spectators.
The Savage River road is narrow and
easily congested. Team vehicles from
the competing nations must be accom-
modated, as well as the busses which
will convey volunteers and spectators
into the site. Therefore, the road along

the Savage from Bloomingtonto Spring
Lick Road will be restricted to race-
related vehicles and residents.

The section along the slalomcourse
will be completely restricted except to
emergency vehicles and wildwater
team's shuttle vehicles (only during
wildwater training and competition).
This is not a casual decision; members
o the organizing committee from the
State Police, the Departmentof Natural
Resources, and the State Highway
Administration, among others have
participated in this decision.

Safety is an additional, and more
critical, concern. The Savage is a nar-
row river, with tight eddies and limited
sight lines upstream. Wildwater com-
petitors will be making intense use of
the limited water, and the potential
contact betweena wildwaterC-2 racing
downstream and a cruising kayak
headed upstream to play or peel out
could be fatal.

The safety suggestions of the AWA
and ACA would alleviate this problem,
but those guidelines are often forgotten
in the excitement of the moment. The
State of Maryland has assumedsignifi-
santfinancial andlogisticalresponsibili-
ties for the 1988 and 1989 events, and
the concern over the potentialfor acci-
dents is high. Specialinsurance cover-
age is being sought, and will
undoubtedly limit the use of the river
courseto those connected with the
event.

Traffic and safety management will
restrict the casual recreationalboaters'
use of the Savage during the 1988 and
1989 contests, but that does not mean
that all paddling opportunities must be
foregone.

Whitewater Championshipsis sym-
pathetic to the recreational paddlers
who have few opportunities to paddle
the Savage. There wiilbe, asthere have
been all along, incidental water re-
leases as part of the Upper Potomac
Basin water management plan. White-
water Championshipswilltryto arrange
for these releases to be scheduled on
weekends, and will make the schedule
information available to those clubs
requesting it.

: e
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KAYAKS
FOR THE CONNOISSEUR

A FULL RANGE OF
KAYAKS @& ACCESSORIES
featuring designs by
TOMDERRER
One d Americas Leading Designers

Now also produced
on the East Coast

~ Please send $2.00 for our
complete information package.

East & Lake Michigan write:
LAMINEX INDUSTRIES
Bldg. 4 Thompsons Point
Portland. ME 04102
(207) 7752800

West o Lake Michigan write:
EDDYLINE KAYAKS
Paine Fied S.. Bldg. 302
Everett. WA 98204

! = 2065 743-9252
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Qeﬁ .%Cf‘ Rainbow Colors
N With This
Guarantee:

“If you find a boat
exactly like yours, the
next oneison ug"'*

Treat Yourself
to a Boat
Designed With
You in Mind!

New 1988 Colors Available
At 1987 Prices Now!

Send for our all New Brochure

Include $1.00 for postage and
receive an exciting kayaking poster.

noah international
71 Maple Springs Road - Bryson City, NC 28713 ® (704)488-386
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Housatonic's
Bull Bridge

Gorge
Whitewater
Threatened
by Hydro

Bulls Bridge Gorge on
the Connecticut's Housa-
tonic River is only two
hours north of New York
City and a hour and a half
west of Hartford, but for
years its 75 fest/mile of
gradient and four major
drops (Class IlI-V) were
well-kept secrets in the
paddling world.

Hidden out of view from
Route 7 and only runnable
when high flows caused
water to spill over a dam at
the head of the gorge, this
section of the Housatonic
attracted little attention
from New England pad-
dlers. Recently, as the
number of boaters in the
northwest corner of Con-
necticut has grown, Bulls
Bridge has received greater
use.

But just as paddlers
have begun to "discover"
Bulls Bridge, a proposal by
Northeast Utilities (NU) to
expandthe powerplant at
the top of the gorge
threatens to greatly reduce
the availability of runnable
water levels in the gorge.

Currently the NU power-
house can handle a flow of
1,250 cfs. This water is di-
verted out of the riverbed at
the head of the gorge and
into a canal. The water is
returned to the river
through a powerhouse

Boater plunges through the middle of Housatonic's big drops. The Connecticuttriveris
threatened by hydro development.

To strengthen its position,
the club is considering filing
with FERC for intervenor
status with regard to the

about two miles down-
stream.

Whenever river flows
are greater than 1,250 cfs,

water flows over the dam, expansion.

down the natural riverbed, In addition, North Ameri-
and is available for pad- can Whitewater Expedi-
dling. Currently, this occurs | tions, a rafting company,
approximately 139 days has proposed buying

releases from NU to
facilitate commercial rafting
trips. This proposalhas met
with considerable opposition
from the local COMmmMERELE
which is against any commers
cial activity in the gorge area.

each year, of which 94 are
at levels suitable for
boating (500 cfs or more).
NU proposes to increase
the capacity of its power-
house to 2,750 cfs which
would reduce runnable

water levels in the gorgeto | Thenet effect hasbeen to
31 days each year. generateagreat deal of

The Housatonic Area controver sy surrounding the
Canoe and Kayak Squad area
(HACKS) has proposedto For further information on
NU that they schedule the gtatusof thegor ge, contact

regular recreational
releases to compensate for
the reduced natural flows in
the river. So far, this has
met with a very lukewarm
response from the utility.

Doug Gordon, HACKS Presi-
dent (672-0293). For informa-

tion em river conditions, com=
tact Clarke Outdoors (672-

6365).

9

"Dry" dam
prapased

in one of the strangest
twists yet in the Auburn
Bam saga, the Army Corps
of Engineers has proposed
building a damin the
canyon above Sacramento
which would not actually
hold any water. The "dry"
dam might be filled to the
brim in a big rainstorm, but
would then drain within
about two weeks.

For Sacramento,
desiring more flood
protection, and for environ-
mentalists wanting o
preserve fhe American
River canyons, a "dry" dam
may b6 the best proposition
fo result from the Auburn
Bam confroversy. A dry
dam would provide flood
control, but since it would



"Dry" dam proposed...Poudre project opposed

only fill briefly, it would not
significantly damage the
canyonlands behind the
dam. There are obstacles
to this proposal, however,
including the cost of the
concrete dam large enough
to hold back water from a
flood of the magnitude
expected to occur once in
200 years.

Neither have the
proponents of a large multi-
purpose Auburn Dam given
up. The new Corps report
shows higher figures for the
dam's flood control
benefits, and that along
with new federal cost
sharing policies which are
more favorable to flood
control, has renewed their
hopes for federal money for
a multi-purpose dam. Pro-
ponents envision the dam
providing cheap water and
power and vastly increased
land values in the foothills,
although there is little
credible evidence to
support that vision.

Proponents continue to
argue that because nearly
$300 million was "sunk” into

| the Auburn foundation,

another $1 billion should
follow it. El Dorado and
Placer Counties, where the
reservoir would have been,

'=compla|n that they would

I receive no benefits from a
"dry" dam.

Friends of the River has
|_proposed that federal lands
[~ which were set aside for
Auburn Dam be designated
as a National Recreation
Area, to be managed as a
fee area by the National
Park Service or State Parks
and Recreation.

Only iron-clad protec-
tions for the upper Ameri-
can River canyons and the
flows in the Lower Ameri-
can can lead to endorse-
ment of the dry dam
proposal by F.O.R. and
other environmentalists.
I_Congressional authorization
of a dry dam would have to
be accompanied by an
NRA and the dam would
have to be designed to
prevent enlargement or
conversion to a canyon de-
stroying, multi-purpose
dam.

'Massive power project
planned on Colorado's Poudre

The Northern Colorado
Water Conservancy District
is moving rapidly and ag-
gressively toward building
the Poudre Power Project.
The proposed project would
destroy the scenic beauty
and rugged wonders of the
Lower Poudre Canyon, one
of the most popular
recreation areas in Colo-
rado.

The proposed 1,250
acre Grey Mountain
Reservoir would flood 7.4
miles of the Poudre
mainstem to just below the
tiny burg of Poudre Park.
About 36 homes would be
inundated; 12.9 miles of
highway would have to be
relocated along the high,
jagged mountains south of
the reservoir; a highly used
Wild Trout Area would be
destroyed; habitats for bald
eagles and other species
would be disrupted and
Northern Colorado's most

T popular kayaking and

rafting runs would be
sliminated.

Northern District docu-
nents say that Grey
lulountain Reservoir
probably would have no
recreational use due to
iluctuating water levels and
steep, rocky banks. Water
levels could fluctuate 25-60
ieet on a weekly basis and
nccasionally drop down 200
leet. The fluctuations would
leave dirty bathtub-like
rings around the shore.

The Greyrock Trall
would also be drastically
and adversely affected.
'Nith more than 43,100
recreation visitor days a
tear, the 3-mile trail is the
most popular in northern
iColorado and one of only a
lew used all year long. If
Ihe Poudre Power Project
is built, large portions of the
irail would be destroyed
iand surrounding wilderness
:areas would be replaced by

b £ o

g, -

The explosion of small-hydro threatens many of America's whitewater resorces like this

section of the Housatonic located at Connecticut's Bull Bridge Gorge.

in industrial complex.
Disrupted would be habitats
lor many rare animals,
including bears, mountain
lions and bighorn sheep.
The environmentally dis-
| ruptive project would
consist of three areas. The
main dam, crossing
rHighway 14 four miles west
|-of Ted's Place, would stand
|-400 feet high and 1,300
[“long across the crest. A 20-
[ megawatt conventional
{-hydroelectric plant would
. be located at the dam.
|- Inthe large bowl-
|shaped meadow below the

[~Greyrock summit, the water

district wants to construct a
forebay consisting of a dam
and two dikes that would



No deals on Poudre...Low flying planes at Woodal Shoals?

have a 53, 000acre-feet
storage capacity. The dam
would be 370 feet tall and
4, 000feet long at the crest.
The dikes would be 370
and 140 feet tall, with crest
lengths running 2, 000and
1, 000feet. About 212 acres
would be flooded.

Accompanying these al-
terations would be an
industrial complex: power
station, surge chambers,
access tunnels, switchyard,
spillway, shafts, tunnels
and conduits..

In connection with this
pumped storage project, a
second dam would haveto
be constructed on the
Poudre mainstem in the
area what is now the
Greyrock Trail Bridge. This
would create a reservoirto
act as an afterbay for the
pumped storage project.

Supporters of damming
the Poudre frequently and
inaccurately claim that a
compromise was made on
the federal Wild and Scenic
legislation that in 1986
gave perpetual protection
to the upper 75 miles of the
Poudre River. This status
made the Poudre the first
federally protected river In
Colorado. The lower
boundary of the designated
area s at the east end of
Poudre Park, where the
high-water level of Grey
Mountain Reservoir would
be set.

However, the only com-
promise made in 1986 was
that in return for designa-
tion of the upper 75 miles,
a Lower Canyon Reservoir
could be built if the project
stood onits own merlts.
Under no circumstances

did proponents of the
Upper River designation
grant Northern Colorado a
carteblancheopportunity
to develop the Lower
Canyon at will. Colorado
citizens retain the right to
examine and oppose the
merlts of any proposed
Poudre projects.

To coordinate opposl-
tlon to the Poudre Power
Project, Friends of the
Poudre has been organ-
ized. The group intends to
analyze the FERC study
and stop the project at that
1 level, gain support against
the Poudre Power Project
among citizens and
governmental agencies in
| the Northern District,
changethe non-represen-
| tative nature of the North-

ern District and the
Authority, and develop a

network of local and

| national groups to oppose

the project.
Officers of FOTP are

| Gary Kimsey, president,

221-2957; Dale Hursh, vice

| president, 224-3681 ; Kate

Hoffman, treasurer, 493-
1492; Chris and Shaun
Green, secretaries, 221 -
0377; Sandy Lamberg, co-
ordinator. 484-6688.

Airport near
Chattooga?

Plans are afoot for a
Clayton/Rabun County
airport to be constructed
adjacent to the Chattooga
Wild and Scenic River
Corridor on what is now
U.S. Forest Service land.

Boaters are urged to write
their congressmento nip
this intrusive presencein
the bud.

TheBest BoatersIn The World
Are Coming To The USA!

Colorful and functional paddling wear de-
signed by Champions Richard Fox and o T

Davey Hearn for Wild-Water. /_u ] ;_
@ =7 7

Warm and erX|bIe Avilastic arn i ts i

The best paddling gear is now available from

Northwest River Supplies. See our complete
line of equipment and accessories at your local ' S
specialty shop or call or write for free 1988

catalog 1\1'1_ I'fh we
Hﬂ@r

1-800-635-5202 89 WORLDS

P.0.Box 9186 AWA Moscow, ID 83843 SAVAGE RIVER USA




Successful
fund raising
assists
resistance
on Savage

By Angus Phillips
Reprinted from The Wash-
ington Post

Washington-area
paddlers, worried that the
region's top whitewater
racing stream may be
jeopardized by a hydroelec-
tric project, have raised a
$15,000 defense fund to
save the Savage River.

The paddlers say a
planned $2 million power
project could threaten
recreational use of the
river.

The cold, boisterous

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT
SEDA PRODUCTS

Savage River hydro opponents load up for battle

Savage in far western
Maryland is the designated
site of the 1989 world
whitewater championships,
the first such champion-
ships to be staged in the
United States.

Construction of the
hydroelectric facility is not
scheduled to begin until
1990, so the international
races wouldn't be affected.

But the paddlers say the
outcome of their battle
could define boater's rights
on other popular rivers
currently being eyed for
use by hydro developers,
including the Youghiogheny
in Pennsylvania, the busi-
est whitewater river in the
East.

The Savage developer,
John L. Reed of Fort
Washington, Md., says he
has no wish to interfere

introduces

MASTER from PYRANHA

with whitewater boating.
But the paddlers say they
want written assurances
and Reed has declined.

The dispute is being
played out before the
Federal Regulatory
Commission (FERC), which
is considering Reed's
application. The paddlers
say if they don't get the
assurancesthey want
through FERC, they'll use
their war chestto carry
their fight as far as they
can, even to Congress.

It's a classic confronta-
tion between recreational
and business interests over
use of a public resource.
Here's the background:

In 1952, a small dam
was buift on the Savage by
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to control flow on a 5
112-mile stretch leading to

Vil
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Paddling instruction, rapid—running

the Potomac. Since then,
as an unexpectedside
benefit, occasional releases
of water from the dam have
provided high sport for
whitewater enthusiastsin
the narrow, rocky, forest-
lined gorge.

The best paddling
occurs three to six times a
year, paddlers said, when
the Corps releases water at
a thunderous rate of about
1,000 cubic feet per
second. In recent years,
boaters have been notified
in advance of the releases
and they have scheduled
forays to race or practice in
the fast water.

So popular has the
racing stretch grown that
Maryland's Department of
Natural Resources spent
$1 million upgrading
streamside facilities for the
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Sleek, fast, maneuverable, modern asymmetrical design
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Prospects bright for Savage

upcoming world champion-
ships.

Meanwhile, in January,
members of Washington's
Canoe Cruisers Association
(CCA), the nation's largest
paddling club, learned that
Reed Hydroelectric Corp.
was seeking federal
approvalfor a 3.2-mega-
watt generator at the dam
to produce electricity for
sale to public utilities.

CCA members Mac
Thornton and Steve Taylor
felt the development could
imperil recreational use of
the river and formed the
Savage River Defense
Fund.

Taylor, an engineer,
said that since the genera-
tor can only use 50-300
cubic feet per second of
water, releases at the
higher rate paddlers need

would be water down the
drain for the hydroelectric
generator.

Taylor said the defense
fund wants a promise that
Reed Hydroelectric won't
try to shape water-release
policy for its financial
advantage at the expense
of boaters. Taylor's
feasibility studies indicated
the project's profit margins
are tight and he foresees
financial pressures on
Reed to husband water
resources for maximum
profit.

The defense fund asked
Reed to sign a memo
pledging not to interfere
with the 1988 pre-world
championships or 1989
championships; not to
reduce opportunities for
whitewater sport in general,
and not to seek to alter

water releases in a way
that might harm whitewater
recreation.

Reed's attorney, William
J. Madden, said the
company agreed to the first
two requests. But as for
future assurances, he said,
"They want us to give up
our First Amendment right
to petition the government
for change. We don't know
what's going to happen in
the distant future. Twenty
years from now, whitewater
recreation may be just a
distant memory."

Madden said Reed
Hydroelectric is perfectly
happy with current level,s
of water releases at the
Savage and has no inten-
tion to seek changes.

And he said Reed
assured FERC, Maryland's
Department of Natural

Resources and the Upper
Potomac River Commission
that it can live with current
water release policies,
including releases for
whitewater recreation.

But, said defense fund
member Mac Thornton,
"What people say in order
to get approval and what
they do after they have it
can be two different things.
We want somethingin
writing."

So, evidently, do legions
of his fellow boaters, who
bought more than 4,000
raffle tickets for the fund-
raiser last weekend at the
RE1 outdoor equipment
store in College Park.

Dozens of top paddlers
were at hand at the
drawing, including four-time
world champion Jon Lugbill,
who said he has been
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Savage River update...Klamath Falls wins dubious award

paddling the Savage since |
1974 and wants to make

sure he can canoe there 15 |
years from now.

"It marks the first time [N |
river conservation history |
that we've had the money |
we needed ahead of time." |
| e il i e — |
The defense fundseta |
goal of $12,000, Thornton
said, but with donations of
$1,000 each from REI and
the American Rivers Con-
servation Council to start
with, plus more than
$12,000 from the
weekend's raffle, it's gone
far over the top.
That alone was note-
worthy, said one member
of the defense fund. “It
marks the first time in river
conservation history," he
said, "that we've had the
money we needed ahead of
tlme

Klarnath Fails, Oregon recelved
the dublous distinetion of belng
named the winner of ihe 18587

Img environmentel et
A ceriiffcate of the award (s
being forwarded to the mayor of the

AWA delines hydromanis a8 “s
compulsive desime to build hydro-
aleciric power wilth owd
regard lo envircnmaerial damage. "
The award (5 given to the developer
of the hydrosleciric power project
axhibiting the highas! degree of in-
soangitivity fo o nefursl river envi-
ronmant. The winnsr s salectod
from candidales nominated by
canoe clubs, envirenmantal organi-

e e ST T T
Klamath Falls named 1987 Hydromaniac

zotions and the geneml public.

Tha 1887T award to Klarmath Falls
recognizas the damage (haet the Sal
Caves Profect will do fo scare and
valuable whitewster rosources, (o an
exceptional wikd ralnbow troul Hahary,
o culivral and scological resources
and o the piciuresque scanery of tha
river.

A¢cording te AWA Direclor Pope
Barrow, & numbar of harmiul
were norminaled, buf fhe Salf Caves
Projact was o claar winmer, in making
the award, AWA cited the profect’'s
massive and irreversible damage lo
natural resources, the audacily of
fnancing such an obvious boon-
dogghe with tax frea bonds, snd (he
blzarre concept that the permanant
loss of Unlgie dnd serrce rivar
recraation can be mitlgated by the
cansiruction of ski slopes,
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Hetch-Hetchy viability confirmed...Conservational comments:

Studies
continuefor

Yosemite
reclamation

This summer Interior
Secretary Donald Hodel
raised the possibility of
abandoning
O’Shaughnessy Dam and
restoring Hetch-Hetchy
Valley--now buried under a
reservoirin Yosemite
National Park. Hodel’s idea
met with a storm of
criticismfrom Bay Area
political leaders who
believed that Hetch-Hetchy
water users would have to
find replacement water
supplies.

area.

I cluding FOR. andthe
Sierra Club) embraced the
concept--quietly pointing
out that San Francisco's
water supply would not be
compromised. San
Francisco's Tuolumne River
aqueduct system could be
reconfigured to continue
Tuolumne River deliveries
to the Hetch-Hetchy service

This fall, the US.
Bureau of Reclamation,
working under a contract
with the National Park
Service, released a report
on water and power
replacement concepts for
the Hetch-Hetchy system.
The report confirmed the
conceptual viability of the
F.O.R. and Sierra Club
analysis. The Hetch-Hetchy
systemis a water and

[ operated to optimize water

yields instead of power
production, O’Shaughnessy
Dam would not be needed.

According to Hodel, “the
preliminary analysis is en-
couraging to me and
suggests that we may yet
be able to move forward
with a plan which provides
an alternate water and
power supply in an eco-
nomic fashion."

After analyzing the com-
ments that it expects to
receive on the draft
concept report, the
Department hopes to
conduct a full scale
feasibility analysis. The full
scale analysis will provide
detailed operational models
and cost estimates needed
for an informed public
discussion about the Hetch-

Small hydro
emerges as

foremost
menace

The following are

| excerpts from the inaugural
| speech of the annual

| Distinguished Lecture
Series at Unity College,
presented by W. Kent
Olson, president of
American Rivers.

My topic is extinction.
The most famous example
Is that of the dinosaurs.
Whole genera vanished
and scientists seem unable
to explain precisely how.
One school of thought is
that early mammals ate the
reptiles' eggs. Accordingto

National Lampoon,
though, the Moral Maiority___
has a plausble theory

power system currently Hetchy restoration pro-
being operated to optimize

P’U'ﬂ'ﬂ'f ravanuas. B i wann

While the political storm_ |
was swirling,.a number of !

"We said there warn't no home like —

EDIDN'T SET OUT TO
create the OTmate kayak school.
It yus1 happened. Tiriginally our
inlent was to create the ultimale

wilderness lodge, Kavaking was
T & Lt

a raft, after all. Other places do
seem so cramped up and smothery,
but a raft don’t. You feel miahty
free and easy and comfortable on a

raft."”

N, W Y W N L TS IS |

FORKS OF SALMON, CAI IFORNIA 96031
Mewage number 707-444-3044, or
ask operator for: Forks of Saimon Toll Station 4772

OTTERBAR LODGE'_

GET READY FOR THE CANOE SEASON

--Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn
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More than 700 miles of canoe routes in the St. Lawrence/
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Free-flowing rivers: Dinosaurs of 21st century?

based on a "fundamentalist T

call of a literal interpretation
of the fossil record":

“It's pretty obvious if you
just examine the remains of
the dinosaurs," claims
Reverend X, the
movement's organizing
chairman. "Dig down into
the older sediments and
you'll see that the dino-
saurs were pretty well off
until the end of the Meso-
zoic. They were decent,
moral creatures, just going
about their daily business.
But look at the end of the
Mesozoic and you begin to
see evidence of a stunning
moral decline.

"Bones of wives and
children all alone, with the
philandering husband's
bones nowhere in sight.
Heaps of fossilized,
unhatched, aborted dino-
saur eggs. Males and
females of different species
living together in unnatural
defiance of biblical law.
Researchers have even
excavated entire orgies--
hundreds of animals with
their bone intertwinedin
lewd positions. Immorality
was rampant!"

Today we face in this
country a less dramatic set
of extinctions, that of rivers.
The nation's free-flowing
rivers are disappearing,
being convertedto motion-
less lagoons. The rate at
which our riverine re-
sources are being irreversi-
bly altered far exceeds the
rate at which even a
modest sample of natural
rivers can be saved. Of the
nation's 3.5 million miles of
rivers, some 500,000 to
600,000 miles, 14to 17
percent, lie stilled behind
dams, never to be rivers
again. By contrast, only
17,000 miles, less than 0.5
percent, are protected
legally from development.

The Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, legislated
by Congress in 1968,
provides the strongest
statutory protection
available under American
law. Dams are forbidden,
stream-sidedevelopment is
limited, and essential
aesthetic values are main-
tained. But this systemis
underfulfilled. Sixty thou-
sand river miles, represent-
ing 1,,500 rivers or seg-
ments, are eligible to be
considered for protection.

But only 7,000 miles have

all. (Maine is one of the
notable exceptions, with a
strong law of its own.)

Thus many streams of
enormous local and
regional significance face
extinction. Their destruction
will be the nation's loss. For
their multiple values--as
aesthetic, recreational,
ecological, cultural, and
utilitarian resources--give
our community rivers a
special place in the mosaic
of natural landscapes and
mann-made environments
that define the American

BoaterapproachesFunnelonNY's BottomMoose. The sec-
ondhalf of the BootomMoose's classic class 5runhasbeen
permanently altereredby a low-hydroproject,

been designated so far,
comprising 66 rivers or
segments. Even if conser-
vationists can bring the
systemto full complement
by the end of the century,
the achievement may come
at the expense of many of
the remaining three million
river miles not contem-
plated for inclusion in the
system, because many of
these excluded rivers are
already under threat. Some
of them will be converted ir-
revocably before conserva-
tionists act.

Although 28 states have
river protection statutes,
some of them are toothless
and few states use them at

continent.

My introduction to rivers
came in 1975.1 had gone
with five friends to do a
photographic and essay
calender about the St.
John,, then threatened with
two big dams. We had one
Mad River canoe in the
flotilla, and although it was
far and away the best craft
on the water, we unwittingly
manned it with two of our
worst canoeists. They were
nailed by a sweeper not
fifteen minutes after putting
in on the remote upper
reaches.

They had forgottento tie
in their gear. Their sleeping
bags got dunked, their

dignity was soaked, and a
couple of expensive Nikons
went for a swim. But those
happenings weren't
anything comparedto the
most critical loss, that of
our special first aid kit
consisting of a few bottles
of Johnny Walker Red,
some Jack Daniels, ataste
of Smirnoff, and two cases
of Budweiser--some $60
worth of valuable wilder-
ness medicine. The real
tragedy was that my two
friends didn't go to the
bottom too.

As | was standing at the
river's edge one evening,
several days later, brushing
my teeth and watching the
sunset, a camper from
another group we'd not
seen before came over
beside me. He, too, was
watching dusk come on,
and at first he was silent, in
the manner of native Maine
people. Then he turnedto
me and said, "Say, you
heah 'bout them dumb fel-
las lost the booze on the
uppah rivah?"

Conservationists cannot
and should not lay claim to
every undeveloped river.
Some rivers ought to be
developed, while some
ought to be preserved in
near-naturalcondition. But
right now, no one in
government or the conser-
vation community is af-
firmatively choosing which
to protect and which to give
over deliberately--rather
than accidentally or by
default as is now the case--
to utilitarian purposes.

In the two-year period
from 1984 through 1985 the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), the
agency that licenses hydro-
electric dams, receive appli-
cationstobuild551 new dams.

please turn topage 48



The AWA Is working!

Take a look around you, the
signs are everywhere:

«the AWA sponsors the most
successful Gauley Festival in
history.

*AWA director Pope Barrowis
named Perception's "1987
River Conservationist of the
Year."

sthe AWA revises its interna-
tionally recognized Safety
Code.

sthe AWA, with the help of
AmericanRivers, launchesits

 Hydro Early-Warning Sys-

tem.
eAmerican Whitewater, the

| journal of the AWA, adopts an

improved full-sized format.

Your $15 membership contri-
bution entitles youto a year of
American Whitewater and
helps the AWA save rivers.

There's noquestion, the AWA
IS an organization on the
move. Getconnectedwithour
energy.

= Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. /'ve enclosed my tax- E'
deductablecontributionof$15 ($1 8 Canada, $25 overseas)to help conserve our whitewaterresourcesand =

= promote river safety. -

| | |

= Name: n

u ]

| |
~_ Address: .
— — [ !
= T |
_: Mail to Marge Weaver, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067 u
| §
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__safety lines

Litigation:
the new whitewater danger

By Charlie Walbridge

AWA Safety Chairman
The author is indebted to Mac
Thortnon, Richard Ellis and the Eastern
Professional River Outfitters Associa-
tion for helping to educate his non-legal
mind.

Anyone conmecied with competitive

athletics and adventure sports knows that
the problemof lawsuitshasincreaseddra-
matically over thepast decade. When| first
took thejob as AWA Safety Chairman, my
job was primarily to educate the average
paddler about the risks connected with
whitewater. During the past few years, |
have often been asked how paddiers can
avoid litigation. With all the talk about
lawsuits, it's important to know what the
risksredly are.

Liability if legalesefor responsibility.

A person can be held financially respon- |

siblefor the consequencesof their actions
regardless of intent. A person must exer-
cisethecarethat aprudent person usually
employs. A person who either actsor fails
toact correctly by thisstandardissaidtobe
negligent, and can be held liablefor dam-
ages.

There are different standards of care
based on how you hold yoursdlf out to the
public. A professional guide, for example,
can expect to be held to avery strict stan-
dard. A recreational boater paddling casu-

dly with friends, on the other hand, is—

relatively immune.

Under standing largeawards

populationof lawyers, whoin truecapital-

market areas’ by breaking new lega
ground. Most cases are taken on acontin-

will take a percentage of the total award.

cases to continue.

court judgments, and wonder how any
sensible person could support them. To
giveyou anidea of how they arearrived at,

1%

lei's take the :ug.-",u'.'uh-.-tiul “wrongiul

i“death” of a30-year old married electrician

with three preschool-aged children:

Hissalary is$40,000 per year; over the
next 20yearshisfamily will lose$800,000
in wages aone. If his heirs sue success-
fully, they canexpect toreceiveat least this
amountin actual losses. Extramoney will
be awarded for such intangible values as
"lossaof companionship' and "'grief.”" The
courts also award punitive damages in
cases of extreme misconduct, which can
greatly increase the award. When spread
over many years, the potential for huge
financial losses exist even when dealing
with ordinary people.

Average people are also more vulner-
able to lawsuits than they might think.
True, it takes almost $200,000in assetsto
make it worthwhile to sue, but when you
total up the value of your home, car and
savings, you may be closer to that figure
than you think. Furthermore, many of us
have substantial personal liability insur-
ance through our homeowners policies.
Thisisnot abad idea, becausethe wst of
hiring alawyerfor evenasimpledefenseis

|_squite substantial.

When someone believesthat they have

suffered damage, their case falls into sev-
i-=ral categories. If there has been little

As the increasing number of lawsits
will attest, negligence isnot alwayscutand -|
dried. The United States has avery large |
| =ase will probably be settled out of court.
ist fashion are seeking to " broaden their
{=alled nuisance suit) will often be settled
+-quickly to avoid legal expenses, which
gentfeebasis, whichmeansthat thelawyer -

<Jamage and evidenceis scanty, nolawyer
will be willing to take the case. If thereis
seriousdamageand excellentevidence, the

Sight damage and good evidence (the so-

oday 1 un atleast$100 per hour of lawyer's

| “ime and often double or triple that. The
Moreand morepeopl earebeingexposedto |
this concept through television advertis- -
ing, and i would expect thegrowthincourt -

cases Which most frequently go to trial
tnvolve serious damages combined with
zvidence whichthedefendantfeelscan be

+contested.
People are often surprised at thesize of |

It's important to realize that each case

[ becomes acomplex poker gamewith lots
I—d maneuvering. What one side considers
—an open and shut case the other side may



consider aweak one. During the " discov-
ery" phased theproceedings, all theprin-
cipals of the case are interviewed under
oath. As the case unfolds, strategies are
developed and pressure to settle may or
may hot increase.

At the mal, questioning will often be
intense and unpleasant. Cases are often
settled during trials, asthejury's reaction
becomes apparent. The huge expense of
litigation has caused many insurance
companiestocut their losses and settlefor
sums which, though large, are less than
projected legal fees.

Reducing your risks

The concept of huge financial losses
rightfully frightens many people. But not
all of usare equally vulnerable. Onprivate
paddlingtrips, theburdendf responsibility
rests with the individual. We know of no
casewhereapersononaclubpaddlingtrip
hasbeen suedafter an accident,andsuspect
thatit's unlikely exceptinthecaseof gross
misconduct.

The law recognizesthe concept of the
""common adventurer;' individual s band-
ing together and sharing the risks, with
each person taking full responsibility for
the consequences of their actions. The
AWA Safety Codewasrecently revised to
support thisconcept, avital onein asport
like ours which depends so much on the
individual's skill and judgement.

Clubs need to recognizethat the tradi-
tional idea of atrip leader” leaves the
leader and the organization he represents
exposed tolawsuits. Unlessthose running
thetripsarefully preparedto assumelegal
responsibilityfor thepeopl ethey are' | ead-
ing." the AWA recommends that theclubs
state up front that their eventsarerun as
**common adventures™ and that individual
participantsare fully responsible both for
determiningtheir fitnessfor theoutingand
for their actionson the water.

Forms developed by the Three Rivers
Paddling Clubof Pittsburghand theCanoe
Cruiser's Association of Washington to
convey thismessage to their membership
are appended to this article. While they
should bereviewedby anattorney familiar
with thelawsin your state. they represent
considerablethought onthepart of several
paddlinglawyersand serveasagood place
to start.

Many paddlers are unhappy with the
toneof therevisedsafety codeand withthe
" common adventurer™ concept. They feel

that it creates an " every man for himself'
approachwhichiscontrary to therules of
mutual support which is central to safe
paddling. They feel that the format in
which the |eader screens the participants
and exercises considerable authority is
best for all participants. And they may be
ignorantof thelegal pitfallsthey ar e creat-
ing for themselves.

If they are not comfortable with the
legal risks, there's no reason not to con-
tinue. But thefact is that paddlesport has
changedover thepast few decades. Froma
trip planner's standpoint, the biggest dif-
ferenceis that we havegone from inexpe-
rienced groupsdependanton theskillsof a
few experts to well-trained parties of
roughly equa abilities.

The"leaders” role has gradually been
reduced, and many tripswhichlist aleader
are, infact, commonadventureroutings. It
shouldalsoberealizedthat mutual support
is gtill important. It's still appropriateto
question participants about their experi-
ence, just as you would on any trip with
peopleyoudon't know.

A personwho knows theriver can still
act as mp coordinator, arranging starting
times, shuttles and other logistics. On the
water the more skilled boaters will con-
tinue to assist the less skilled as they al-
wayshave. Rescues and informal arrange-
ments to assist wesker paddlerswill con-
tinue as aways.

But if theseproceduresarecodified and
theleaderisgivenresponsibilitytoseethat
they are followed, the court may decide
that he or sheisresponsiblein theevent of
trouble. The lack of structure. may take
somegetting used to, but in practicemany
clubtripsalready follow lessformal proce-
dures.

Liability and instruction

Basicinstructionandguided (i.e.: by a
tripleader) trips do not lend themselves
well to the* common adventurer™ format,
sincetheparticipantsdo not havetheexpe-
rienceneeded tomaketheir owndecisions.
Whenyou holdyoursdlf out asan “instruc-
tor” or“leader,” youshould beaware of the
standardsand proceduresrequired by your
situation and follow them.

The American Canoe Associationhas
developed aprogramfor training instruc-
tors and a format for running their pro-
grams. The guidelinesthey lay down are
extremely useful. It's my feeling thatin a
club program beginners should receive

1%

extensivebasicinstruction. They can then
participatein common adventurer tripsat
their own level, continuing to learn from
other paddl erswhileassumingresponsibil-
ity for their decisionsin easy water.

Insurance isyour first line of defense.
Even though therisksof lawsuitsarerela
tively small for instruction and trips pro-
vided by non-profit organizationsthrough
unpaidleaders and teachers, liability cov-
erageis still agood idea. The American
Canoe Association provides reasonably-
priced insurance both for its certified in-
structorsandfor racesand other eventsrun
by its certified clubs.

For more information on membership
andprecisequalificationsfor theinsurance
program. write the ACA at PO Box 1900,
Newington, VA 22122. For thoseunableto
locate on-water coverage, personal liabil-
ity insurance protection can be purchased
as part of a homeowner's policy. A few
clubs have been able to find insurance
through local agencies, but it tends to be
expensive,

The second line of defenseis agood
liability release, which should be written
by an attorney familiar with the laws of
your state. The best format is an "Ac-
knowledgement of Risk and Agreement
Not to Sue” In it, the participant recog-
nizes that there is an uncontrollableele-
ment of danger in whitewatersport, listing
someof itsrisks.

Therelease should specifically release
the organizers, instructors and leaders
from liability for all accidentsincluding
negligence. Contrary to popular belief,
most states permit a person to sign away
their right to sue. The participantsshould
certify that they are able swimmers, in
good health and willingtowear alifejacket
and follow the instructions of the group
leader. This pieceof paper can resultin a
casebeing thrownout initsearliest stages.
and is worth the trouble.

Liability for professional guides

Eventhoughriver running can never be
made risk free, professional outfittersare
held to a stricter standard than private
groups. Lawsuits will center around the
"standard of care" in the industry as a
whole. Professional guides need to be
awareof what their competitionis doing.
and redlize that if they deviate from the
norms (such as by running riversat unusu-
alyhighwaterlevel s) they may have prob-
lems if someone gets hurt.



Deviation from published standards,
such as government regul ations, associa-
tion requirementsand your own operating
guidelinesis called negligence per se. If
you've violatedyour ownrules, you'll lose
the case. It's important not to writedown
any ruleswhichyoudon't intendtofollow,
suchastheextensive''rulesfortripleaders™
publishedby someclubs. TheAWA Safety
Code was written to pass on advice by
couching it in terms of individual, rather

thanaleader's, responsibility. Anoutfitter
can only do this in a limited way, and
thereforeis more exposed.

Oneissuethat comesup oftenisthat of
guidesor instructors who work for outfit-
tersas"‘independent contractors.” Notonly
are you not covered by workman's com-
pensation in the event of personal injury,
but you may not be covered by the
outfitter's insuranceafter an accident! For
thoseof uswith no assetsbut an old car and

abeat-up boat, thismay befine. Butif you
ownahomeand have savings, watchout! If

youaren't going tobeon thepayroll,insist
onseeingacopy of theoutfitter'sinsurance
policy. Most ""weekend warriors" are bet-
ter off as employees.

I ssuesin liability

Many of the horror stories you read
aboutlawsuitsare based on several unfor-

CLUB STATEMENT OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY

In response to the crisis with liability in-
surance and to clarify the relationship be-
tween the club and its members, the officers
of the Canoe Cruiser's Association of Wash-
ington, D.C. have proposed these materials
regarding the conduct of their trips. The in-
tent is to make the individual participant.
and not the tripleader, rcsponsiblc for judg-
ing the qualifications of individual members
and assuming responsibility for their safety.
To do so is not only unreasonable, but in-
vites I|t|gat|on which could threaten the ex-
istence of &= T

This material coincides closely with what !
have heard from afher exnrta it} Tl
and describes ciosely (17 way most clubs rum
their trips. Although thisisonly adraft, | am
publishing it to assist organizations in their
efforts to deal with the problems posed by
the treat of litigation. Please check with your
organization's legal counsel for a fina word
on thesuitability of this material for your ap-
plication.

The material is in two parts: an annual
waiver which would be included with mem-
bership renewal, and a description of infor-
mation to beincluded with the trip schedule.
PROPOSED ANNUAL WAIVER

IY

(Please mmm m vy T a0 T S
DESIRING TO JOIN MY FELLOW PAD-
DLERS IN THE CANOE CRUISERS AS-
SOCIATION (CCA), DO HERERY DE-
CLARE THAT | FULLY BNBERSANE
AND ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING
FACTS OF LIFE ON THE RIVER:

(1) Canoeing, kayaking, or rafting, par-
ticularly on whitewater rivers, cxposes par-
ticipants to various safety hazards

(2) No one but mysdf is responsible for
my safety when | choose to challenge my
capabilitics by running a particular river, or a
particular rapid;

(3) 1 expect to assist my fellow paddlersto
the best oI my own persona skill and ability

if they appear m need such assistance —but
only so long as 1 can do so, in my owm judg-
ment, without significant danger io myself. |
further understand that this docs not imply
any LEGAL duty for me to do so, nor for
anyonc €lse to render such assistance to me.

NOW THEREFORE, INTENDING TO
BE LEGALLY BOUND, | HEREBY
WAIVE, for myself and for anyone else
claiming through me, my right to sue the
CCA, its officers, trip coordinators or
leaders, or any of my fellow paddlers, for
any injuries to my person or my equipment
wh . in preparation for,
yroip ‘ransit [0 mm fx(\”“ aC( A outing. This
walver appiies to any negligent act or omis-
sion, and to any intentional act intended to
promote my safety or well-being.

This waiver is given in the interest of per-
mitting the CCA to exist and to serve the
paddling community, and to enable myself
and my fellow paddlers to feel free to donate
their services 1o improving the sport and to
iclp in training those less skilled Man
ourselves without fear of liability.

MY WAIVER IS GIVEN IN EX-
CHANGE FOR SIMILAR WAIVERS TO
BE GRANTED ON MY BEHALF BY
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CCA.

SIGNED, this day of

*

Signature of pareni if any applicant & mmeer
18 years of mmes




tunate trends. Oneis "strict negligence." |

Thisismost commonly afactor in product
liability cases, and is a rea worry for
anyone who sells sporting equipment.
Althoughsomefault onthepart of amanu-
facturerislegally requiredtowinacase. in
practiceit may not work that way.

Sympatheticjuriessee businessmenand
their insurers as wedthy "fat cats' and
havemadeawardsbased oninjury without
regard to evidence. There is a lawsuit
pending against a major kayak company
whoseboat performedflawlesdy; theindi-
vidual paddlingit wasinthewrongplaceat
the wrong time.

Thecost of insuringagai nst accidentsfor
productsdecadesold has put many helmet
manufacturersout of businessand caused

pricesdf othersto skyrocket. Lawyersare |

skilled in putting together juries who are
likely to agree with this concept. Some
casesareoverturnedor reduced on appeal ,
but others stand.

Joint and severalliability is another is-
sue. Formerly if you contributed at al to
yourinjury,even sslittleas 1%, youcould
notrecover. That law wasunfair, andtoday
damages can be apportioned according to
the percentageaf fault of each parties.

But if oneparty can't pay, theotherswho
wereatfaultmust pay thisshareinaddition
totheirown. Thisiswhy parksandnational
forestsrequireliability insurance; aguide
may be penniless and the company may
have few assets, leaving the government
holding the bag.

Lawyers love to get the government
involved, it's the deepest pocket of al!
Although | know o no successful suit
against the government resulting from
adventure sport activities, people keep
trying. The red risk is that recreational
areascould be closed tothegeneral public,
or that certainactivitiesbebanned.. Today
it is an issue for little leagues and other
youthgroups, but wewell may beimpacted
morein thefuture.

Dealingwith a lawsuit

If you areinvolvedin asituation which
may result in litigation, there are some
guiddlines. First, treat peopleasyouwould
want to be treated yourself. This means
communicatingdirectly and honestly with
the survivors and relatives. Although it's
difficulttofacetheloved onesof someone
who hasdied, they need to hear what hap-
pened and to sense that you care. Many
lawsuits have their origins in rude or

—

houghtless treatment. Be especially
sareful what you say tothepress. Reporters
ion'tunderstand whitewater,andwill have
ro qual ms about making you look bad to

. ge& a good story. Organizations should

iesignate a single press spokesman, and
refer all questions to him. Nothing will
maeke agrouplook worsethan abarrageof
conflicting stories.

Most clubs, outfittersand groups will
want to investigate an accident. The best
way istointerview each person separately
and to have each person writedown their
recollections soon after the incident. The
investigator can use this raw materia to
figureout what really went on.

Thisinformationcan besubpoenaed by
the victim's attorney. Call your lawyer
immediately and ask himtoinstructyouin
writing to investigatethe accident"'in an-
ticipation of litigation." The report then
becomes™ attorney work product™ whichis
protected from opposition.

It isimportant to avoid " outragefac-
tors" in the days following an accident.
Lack of concern, rudeness to the victim's
family, lying about thecircumstancessur-
roundingtheaccident or destroying paper-
work can not only lead peopleto sue, but
will hurt your case.

Everything you do contributesto your
imagein acourt battle, and this perception
is extremely important. If you do some-
thing unethical the jurors will get angry.
and will be more likely to bring back a
larger award. Good legal advice and a
humane approach to the situation, how-
ever, will go along way towards making
things better.
please turn topage 49
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17 current boat designs to
choose from including; The NEW
"Extra Jet', "Jet",” “Mobims
Thruster", "Fit", "Extra",
" Mopho", "Extrabat".

We specialize in SQUI RT BOAT
construction custom built for
the individuals size and
wei ght. GRAPHI CS ARE FREE

KEVLAR BOATS only $625.00

Kits available for considerable

| ess; vacuum bagged boat s
consi derably nore.

$50 shipping max. to West Coast
Factory direct sales available

if we dc nct have a dealer in
your area.

WATAUGA LAM NATES
RT. 4 BOX 74
BANNER ELK, NC 28604
704-963- 4093



Proposed changes in the AWA Constitution

The AWA is in the midst of a revitali-
zation. After years of learning the rules
of the game, we're becoming a signifi-
cant factor in national river conserva-
tion; our safety code has recently been
updated; American Whitewater is gain-
ing new popularity with its improved
format.

Withall the changes within the organi-
zation, the rules by which the AWA is
administered are in need of a review.
Thefollowingdocumentis theproposed
amended constitution. Please consider
thechangesandvotetoacceptorreject
theamendmentsontheattachedballot.

[Brackets] indicate deletions proposed
bythe Board of Directors. Underlinesin-
dicate proposed new langauge.

1. NAME

The name of this organization is the
American Whitewater Affiliation. The
initials are AWA.

2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of the American White-
water Affiliation is to:
a. Encourage the exploration, enjoy-
ment, and preservation of American
recreational waterways for man pow-
ered craft;
b. Protect the wilderness character of
waterways through conservation of
water, forests, parks, wildlife, and re-
lated resources;
¢. Promote safety and proficiency in all
aspects of white-water activities such
as the navigation of moving water,
teaching, teamwork leadership, and
equipment design, by publishing and
demonstrating developments in these
and related fields;
d. Promote appreciationforthe recrea-
tional value of wilderness cruising and
of white-water sports.

3. MEMBERSHIP.

Member shipin thisaffiliation isopen to
all individuals interested in the recrea-
tional useof Americanwaterwayswhowill
subscribeto the above pur poses.

4, AFFILIATEDCLUBS

All clubsor organizationswhich share
theabovepurposeareinvitedto affiliateas
member clubs.

| nor more than 25 individuals who are

5. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The powers, duties and responsibili- |
ties of proper management of the af-
fairs of this organizationshallbe vested
in a Board of Directors, to be electedto
staggered terms by the affiliated clubs
andtheindividualdue-payingmembers
of the organization. The Board of Direc-

tors shall consist of [9] not less than 9

each membersin good standing of the

organization. The Board of Directors |
shall specify the number of membersto |

serve on the Board before each elec-

of -

cluding conference calls. Votina and

r
g | Jep! polig. I
mail.

Explanation: The provisions now in the
second paragraph of item 5, dealing
with the nomination process and geo-
graphicaldiversity, are handled in item
6 below. A new paragraph is added
because it is often necessary for the
Boardto vote or take other action when

10 Honorarv Board Members. Honor-

it is impossible for many members to
meetin person. In this situation,confer-

__arvBoard Members shallbe individuals |
5 | [ al -

experience. or other aualifications. are

ence calls, telephone polling of Board
members, or letters to each Board
member need to be used.

the Board. Honorarv Board Members

The Board of Directors shall be as-

hall be nonvotin

Explanation: The changes above are
designedtoallow the Board of Directors
toexpandthe number of membersupto
25 and to allow the appointment of
specially qualified individuals to serve
as nonvoting Honorary Board Mem-
bers.

[In orderto assure representationon
the Board of Directors for all members
of the organization, the Nominating
Committee shall always include within
the slate of nominees for the Board at
least one, but not more thantwo, candi-
dates from each of the following major
geographicalareas of the United States
of America: Northeastern States,
Middle Atlantic States, Southeastern-
Southwestern States, Great Lakes
States, Midwestern and Mountain
States, Pacific States. A candidate
from the dominion of Canada may be
nominated if the size of the Canadian
membership makes this seem desir-
able in the judgment of the Nominating
Committee. The number (one ortwo) of
nominations made for each area shall
be based upon the number of AWA
members in each area as determined
by the most recent membershiplist, and
upon a consideration of the number of
Board members from each region who
will remain on the Board for the follow-

sisted by a four-member executive
committee composed of the President,
Vice-president, Secretary, and the
Executive Director for the organization.
The executive Director shall be chair-
man of the Executive Committee. The
Executive Committee shall be in ses-
sion at all times, and shall exercise all
powers of the Board of Directors, sub-
ject only to such restrictions as the full
Board may from time to time impose.
The Board, as a full Board orthrough
its Executive Committee, shall have the
power to manage all of the business
affairs of the organization; to elect or
appoint [such] officers or committee
chairmen [as are called for by this
Constitution and the By-Laws]; to fill all
vacanciesonthe Board, orany commit-
tee, orinany office if any whenthe same
occur;toremovefromoffice any officer,
Director, or committee member for
good cause shown; to appoint the Edi-
tor of the official publication of the or-
ganization; and to do any act reasona-
bly necessary to the attainment of the
purposes of the organization.

ltem 6. Nominating [Committee] [t
LBoard Members

[The Nominating Committee shall
consist of the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, and Secretary of the Board of Di-
L_rectors, the then editor of the official

ing year.]

| journal of the organization, the then



Executive Director of the organization,
and five due-paying membersselected
by the Board of Directors from the
general membership with those five
membersbeing selectedso astorepre-
sent a cross-section of the United
States and Canada. The President of
the Board of Directors shall serve as
Chairman of the Nominating Commit-
tee and shall be responsible for seeing
that it commences its work with dis-
patch and concludes it with efficiency.]

[The first order of business of each
incoming Board of Directors shallbe to,
first, hold its organizational meeting,
and then appoint the five members of
the Nominating Committee.  The
Nominating Committee may accept
writtensuggestionsfornomineesto the
Board of Directors from any individual
members or affiliated club, but the final
determination of the slate of candidates
shall be the sole decision of the Nomi-
nating Committee, subject only to the
regional representation requirements
of Article 5 of this Constitution.]

their_bacl I ificati |
2nd a orinted ballot to be used for the |
aestions from anv member or affiliate |

fornominations. To the extentoossible., |

areas throughout the United States, -}
The Board should be aenerallv repre- |

The Executive Director shall be
Chairman pro tem of the organizational
meeting of each new Board.

[A slate of 10 nominees for the next
upcoming vacancies on the Board of
Directors shall be nominated by the
Nominating Committee, andthe names
of the individuals, their addresses, and
a brief summary of their backgrounds
andqualificationsshall be presented by
the Committeetothe Editor intime tobe
included in the Fall issue of the official
journal, along with a printed ballot for
the use of the members and affiliates.
The Chairman of the Nominating Com-

mittee shall publish a deadline for the
submission of all nominations from all
sources.]

Explanation: The rewrite of item 6
makesitpossibletoholdelectionswhen
necessary to fill vacancies and make it
possible for the Board to nominate new
members without first establishing a
separate nominating committee. (The
Board could still have a nominating
committee if it wanted.) The changes
also allow the Board to have more or
less than 10 nominees for the vacan-
cies.

This will simplify the nominating
process, allow for an expanded Board,
and make it easier to develop a list of
nominees to fill vacancies. Each Board
of Directors should have enough geo-
graphic diversity to generally (but not
strictly) mirror the membership of the
organization. The changes also recog-
nizethat thereis no fongerafallissue of
the journal.

[Item 7. Initial Nominating Commit-

| tee]

[There is hereby created an Initial
Nominating Committeeto serve onlyfor
the yearin whichthisconstitutionis first
adopted, andto be thereafter automati-
cally dissolved. This Initial Nominating
Committee shall be composed of the
following personsin office at the time of
adoption:thethen Executive Secretary,
the members of the old Advisory Com-
mittee, the Editor of the official journal,
the Membership Chairman, the Busi-
ness Manager, the Trip Planning Chair-
man, and the Safety Chairman.]

[This Initial Nominating Committee
shallhave asitschalrmanthe Executive
Secretary, and shall present its initial
slate of 12 nomineesforthe 9 members
oftheinitiatlBoard of Directorsintime so
that the slate, the ballot, and the sum-
mary of qualifications of each nominee
can be published in the journal].

Explanation: ftem 7 is obsolete.
Item 8. Officers

The Board of Directors shall elect
thefollowing officers of the organization
from the members of the Board; a
President, Vice-president, and Secre-
tary. The Board shall likewise appoint

fromthe generaldues-paying member-
ship, thefollowing additional officers, an
Executive Director, an Editor of the
official journal, a Treasurer, and such
other officers, committee chairmen,
arid agents of the organization as the
Board deems advisable.

The Executive Director shall be the
administrative head of the organization
andshallcoordinatethe activities of the
various officers and committees. He gr
she shall serve as general manager of
the business of the organization, and
[as the Chairman] ghall chair the Ex-
ecutive Committee. _The Board may

delegate additional authorities and
functionstothe Executive Directorand,
notwithstanding anv other provision of
yrertopavcom-~ensatiorio the Execuy-
Jive Director (and to anv support staff
hict E - =
employ with the approval of the Boarg)

Explanation: AWA needs to bettercoor-
dinate its activities through an Execu-
tive Director. The Executive Director
could be male or female and would
needtospendatleast 25 percent of his
or her working day on the job of manag-
ing AWA in a professionalway. This is
not possible with a purely volunteer
Executive Director. The change allows
the payment of a salaryto an Executive
Director and to any staff which the
Executive Director may need.

The Treasurer shall receive all funds
and manage all finances of the organi-
zation and shall be responsible for
keeping the books and records of ac-
counts, in accordance with generally
accepted accounting procedures. All
other officers or committees shall have
such powers and obligations as the
Board may delegate to them. Any
member may be both a director and an
appointed officers of the organization,
so long as he is a due-paying member
in good standing. A member of the
Nominating Committee may be nomi-
nated for a position on the Board of
Directors.

9. VACANCIES

Any vacancy in any office, or on any
committee, or on the Board, whether it
be occasionedby the inability, disquali-
fication, removal, resignation or death




of any officer, Director, or committee
membershallbefilledforthe remainder
of the unexpired term by appointment
by the Board of Directors, the replace-
ment to be selected from the due-pay-
ing members of the organization.

10. TERMS OF OFFICE

Directors shall hold office for a term
of four (4) years|, exceptthat four (4) of
the members of the first Board of Direc-
torselectedunderthisplanshallhold of-
fice for aterm of two (2) years. The five
members of the Board who receive the
highest number of votes shall serve for
the four year terms. Thereafter all
Directors will be elected for 4-year
terms.].

Explanation: Phrase is obsolete.

Terms dof office will begin on' January 1
and end on December 31. All other
officers and committee members shall
be [immediately appointed or] deemed
reappointed by the incoming Board of
Directorstoserve untilthe nextBoardis
elected, unless sooner removed.

Explanation: Each new Board should
not have to act to reappoint existing
committees and officers.

Any Director, officer, or committee
member may be electedor appointedto
successive terms in different offices.

11. REMOVAL.

Any Director may be removed from
office only by the affirmative vote of all
of the remaining Directors. Any officer,
appointee or committee member may
be removed from office by the Board of
Directors onthe affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the members thencompromis-
ing the Board of Directors, except that
the Editor of the official publication may
only be removed by a three-fourths
vote.

In all cases of removal from any of-
fice, the party to be removed shall re-
ceivefifteen days notice in writing of the
pending motion to remove and of the
specific reasons why removal is being
considered. A written letter from the
President, or Vice-president of the
Board, properly stamped and ad-
dressed to the last known address of

the party in question, shallbe sufficient
notice, providedthatitis mailed at least
18 days in advance of the final action of
the Board. Withinthatfifteenday period
the party whose removal is being con-
sidered may mailto the Board of Direc-
tors a written statement in oppositionor
explanation. At any time after the expi-
rationof thefifteenday periodthe Board
may act on the motion to remove, and
shall immediately notify the party in
guestionin writing of the decision of the
Board, and, if removalis ordered, of the
name and address of his successor.
Upon being duly removed from office it
shall be the duty of the party so re-
moved to immediately forward to his
successor all files and materials of his
office.

12. FINANCE.

This organizationshall at alitimes be
a non-profit organization dedicated to
the purposes set forth in this
Constitutionand no person ororganiza-
tion shall ever profit by or through this
organization. Allmoneyreceivedbythe
organizationfromany source whatever
shall be used for the circulation and
publication of the official journal, for
membership processing services, for
conservation and education purposes,
or for specific contributions toward
whitewater sport and river conserva-

and QIhE[ QEEQ’!ZI@QE Qf Ihe —QLQE[I!ZE:
|tion and the Treasurer mav also reim-
burse officers or members for ordinary
expenses incurred in furthering the
purposes of the organization, upon
presentation of [vouchers] recaords of

Ihe expenses.

Explanation: For an explanation of the
paid Executive Director provision, see
above. The Treasurer should be au-
thorized to reimburse for expenses for
which receipts can be provided.

The Board may authorize specialitems
of expense if it believes that the pur-
poses df the organization will thereby
be furthered, without penalizing the
regular programs of the organization.
Upon the winding up and dissolution
of this corporation, after paying or ade-
quately providing for the debts and
obligations of the corporation, the re-
maining assets shall be distributedto a

tion. The Treasurer may gav salaries |
——

| reasonable provisions for the receipt

ronprofit fund, foundation or corpora-
sion, which is organized and operated,
exclusively for charitable, educational,
and/or scientific purposes related to
whitewater or to river conservation and
which has established its tax exempt
status under section 501(¢)(3) of the
Intemal Revenue Code. If this corpora-
tion hods any assets in trust, such
assets shall be disposed of in such
manneras may be directedby decree of
the superior court of the countyin which
this corporation's principal office is lo-
cated, upon petition therefor by the At-
torney General or by any person con-
cerned in the liquidation.

13. VOTING.

Each individual who is a due-paying
member for the current year, in good
standing, shall be entitled to one vote
foreach of the Directorsto be electedat
the [annual] election, and shall be en-
titted to one vote in any election to
amend the Constitution. Every fully af-
filiated club or organization, as agroup,
shall have two votes for each of the
Directors to be elected at the [annual]
election, and two votes on any election
to amend this Constitution, such two
votesto be cast for the affiliated club or
organization only by its duly appointed
representative.

Votes may not be cumulated. The
Board of Directors shall make fair and

and counting of ballots in all election so
as to guarantee that all votes cast are
properly counted and the election duly
certified. Each ballot must state on its
face the date by which it must be re-
ceived in order to be counted. Ballots
received afterthat date will be rejected.
The Board, at its option, may providein
the By-Laws for special or junior
classes of affiliates, payinglesserdues,
with restricted voting privileges.

14. QUALIFICATIONFOR OFFICE.

No person shall hold any office or be
nominated, appointed or electedto any
office unless he is a bona fide due-
paying member of the AWA. Failure to
keep his dues currently paidup shallbe
amandatory ground for removal of any
officer or director.

15. CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT
In the event that no elections are
held, or that final tabulation of ballotsis



incomplete on January 1, or if for any .

reason the new members of the Board
of Directors are not ready to assume
office onJanuary 1, or in the event that
any office, appointed position, or com-
mittee assignment is not properly filled
by the time the incumbent's term ex-
pires, then the incumbent shall hold
overin officeandbefullyempoweredto
act and discharge the duties of the
office until a successor has been duly
elected, appointed, or qualified.

16. AMENDMENTS.

Amendments to this Constitution |

must first be approvedby a majority of
the Board of Directors, andpublishedin
the official journal along with the
Board's explanation of the same. Inthe
same issue of the journal a baliot may
be published for use by the members.
Amendments shall pass if two-thirds of
the ballots actually received back from
the members and affiliates are in favor
of the amendments proposed. The
ballotsshallstatethe date by whichthey
mustbe receivedin ordertobecounted.
Any group of affiliatesor members may
submit proposed amendments to the
Board with a petition that they be sub-
mitted to the membership.

WHITEWATER
SERVICE &

ﬁ' SUPPLY CO.

An Affordable Way
to Sell or Repair
Your Used Equipment

e Whitewater Trader

A clearing house, in
newsletter form, for used
whitewater equipment.

® Repair Services

- Raft/Canoe/Kayak

- Custom Outfitting

- Custom Gear to your
specifications

- Complete line of repair
parts

Write or call for information
20 Wesser Cr. Rd.

Bryson City, NC 28713
(704)488-6525
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We know you'retired of being wet and cold. That's why we made aone piece dry suit,
a two piece dry suit and a dry paddling jacket just for you! The material we use in all
our quality dry paddling outfits is Avylon® and all our seams are high frequency welded
and have a lifetime guarantee. The soft, stretchy neck and wrist seals are comfortable,
adjustable and replaceable, and designed to seal in the warmth and seal out the wet
and cold. Sopaddle in BERMUDES and keep the water in the river —whereit belongs!

Ask for Bermudes Drysuits at your local canoe dealer.

Bermudes, USA Inc. ® 51 Milina Drive ® Easthampton, NY 11937 ® 516-324-8585

The T-Slalom s a favorite among beginners and experts alike. Its design
characteristics allow quick spinning, good playing, and easy rolling. And the
blowmolded hull has four times the tear-strengthof roto-molded boats. New this
year from Prijon is the T-Canyon. This shorter new boat is perfectly designed for
extreme descents and its unique high performancehull promotes fast spinning,
excellent playing, and easy learnina
The T-Slalom and the T-Casyon. Tewl drive Ihrl'n hd-r Bl e canslul; you may

— find you need a Fai-Eayak | g-vlq-_

o ﬂﬂsp;r :

I For morelnformatlon or your nearestdealer Call: 303-444-2336

Wildlwasser Spors LUSAL Ine.
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 AWA Ié_bard of DirectorsElection

Meet of the candidates: )

A

An organlzation is only as strung as the leader-
shipfts directorsprovide. Forthe AWAto continue it
role as a national advocate for whitewater safety,
conservation and recreation, the selection of a dy=
namic Board of Directorsis a critical necessity,

Serving as a member of the board is often a
thankless chore. Directors receive no remuneration
and are expectedto shoulder a specific responsibil-
ily—whether it be coordinating membership, fund
raising, the Gauley Festival, American Whitewater.

Ing thelr wo-year lerms. If [s not simply an honorary
position.
Therefore, selection of candidates should be
based upon thelr abliity fo gelting vital joba done.
The following profiles are included to Introduce
“you fo the nominees to the Board. Scrufinize e |
individual resumes and take part in selecting the
peaople who wiii lead the AWA into the next decade.
Making your decisions will be no easy task. AN of
| the candidateson the slate are uniquely talented in- _|
dividuals. In addition, this year's baffot includes
many of the nation's foremost whltewaterpaddlers.
Although fhe possession of expert boating skills is |
certainly not essential to make valuable contribu-
yaar's candidafes represant the culling edge of our
art,
lﬂ'nrynur cemvaniance, 8 pre-sddressed balof is al-
tached with this issue. Piease vote for six of theeight
candidates, place a stamp on the card, anddrop #in
the mail no later than April 15, 1988.

Bob Gedekoh
Elizabeth, Pennsylvania

The comraderie...the wilderness experience...the free-
dom to challenge one's own personal limits. This is the
essence of whitewater boating. River running is an integral
part of my lifestyle. But after seven years of kayaking, I'm
starting to get worried.

Worried about regulations that could limit our access to
the rivers. Worried about hydroelectricprojectsthat threaten
some of the best whitewater in the United States. Worried
aboutthe increasing number of recreationalboaters who are
dying every year.

Most of all, I'm worried about the apathy of many of the
boaters Imeet. Unlesswhitewaterenthusiasts bandtogether
now, we stand to lose a great deal...and soon. The AWA is
the most effective voice we have. Butthe membershipof the
AWA has been embarrassingly small. If electedto the AWA
board, 1 would consider an innovative membership drive a
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I have boated class five water in Alaska, Canada, Califor-
‘nifa, Arizona, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, Colorado as well as
throughouttheAppalachians.lknowboatersfromall overthe
‘Zountry and have been sensitized to their concerns. As past
‘Thairperson of Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Paddling Club, 1led
the oppositionto smallboat registration in our state...a battle
“which we won. I have been politically involved in the struggle
fo keep the Upper Youghiogheny accessible to whitewater
BHoaters and | have volunteered at several Gauley Festivals.
As a physician, safety is a particular concern of mine. lam
member of the Wilderness Medical Society. | lecture at
whitewater safety courses andteach CPR to private boaters
ind commercialguides. More and more private landowners,
“state and national park officials and other bureaucrats are
irguing that boaters should be denied the right to challenge
difficult whitewater because of the fear of litigation. A better
safety record might alleviate their fears. We should also work
foward legislative reformsthat would limit the liability of these
“Tndividuals, thereby protecting our right to adventure.
During the past year and a half, | have contributedseveral
sarticlesto River Runner and American Whitewater. Anim-
portant function of American Whitewater is to introduce
boaters 10 new rivers, thereby diminishing the crowding on the




old standbys. Exploratory self-contained kayaking is my—|
speC|aI area of interest and | am always happy to share my--
experience with others.

The future of our sport will be decided within the nex}
decade. If elected | willdo my best to make the AWA an everl
more effective voice for all whitewater enthusiasts.

See you on the river.

Bob Glanville
Glenwood, New York

isafety efforts on a national scale. 1 believe that my local and
regional experience in such matters has prepared me forthat

T iask.

Diana Holder

. Roanoke, Virginia

My name is Diana
Holder and 1 live in

I'

Roanoke, Virginia. Myfor-
mer roommate, AWA ex-
ecutive director Risa Call-
away, and | picked
Roanoke out on the map
as a good place to live in
order to boat the water |
iked and | moved from
Atlanta. | am a DE Under-
writer and Loan Consult-
ant for Dominion Bank-
shares and also teach
Finance at New River
Community College. '

I have boatedfor going [
on four years although 1
have been involved with
whitewater since 1979. |
grew up about 20 minutes
from the Ocoee River in
Cleveland, Tennessee. |
worked weekends for Ocoee Outdoors as a photographer
and, of course, all my friends rafted.
Althoughl workedfor an oultfitter, I knew kayaking was for

I have been a member of the AWA since I firstheard of the
organization in 1982. | am pleased to have supported and
gratefulto have benefitted fromthe AWA's river preservatior
and whitewatersafety efforts and find American Whitewater
to be one of the most interestingand useful periodic whitewa-
ter publications available. The first obligation of any member
of the AWA Board of Directorsis, in my view, to continue ard
enhance these efforts. I hope to be given the opportunity ta
do that.

While I live and practice law in WesternNew York, | paddlea
principallyin West VirginiaandWestern Maryland. lalso have
boated throughoutthe East and on many rivers in the Wesi
I am a co-director of our local paddling club and have, for &
number of years, been involved in organizing training ses-
sions, river trips, newsletters and other club activities. On a
regionallevel, I am currently involved in efforts to preservi
and enhance for paddlers severalrivers in New York State,
including the Genesee River in the Letchworth Gorge, the
Salmon Riverin NorthernNew York and the NiagaraRiverirn
the Niagara Gorge. Through these efforts | have becoma
acquainted with and developed a working relationship with
numerousindividuals, both within and without the AWA, wha
are involved in river conservation and whitewater safety
efforts. As a member of the AWA Board of Directors | would
hope to participate in river conservation and whitewater

me. | was attracted to its individual aspects. | now prefer
paddling squirtboats, particularlymy Surge. Although I have
boatedclassIV and Vwater all over the East andin Colorado,
my favorite place is the Upper Yough. I would do that every
day, if possible.

I feel like 1 would be a great asset to the AWA with my
backgroundin Finance and my personalemphasis on safety.
Iwork hard at everything | start and would do so forthe AWA.

I am particularly concernedwith the rapid expansionof the
sport and feel like helping to develop a national safety
guidelineis up my alley. I experienceda near-death situation
in March of 1987 when I pinned on the Watauga, and that
incidentemphasizedto me that althoughthere is no guaran-
tee that someonecan save your life--it's nice to know that the
ability exists among the people you choose to paddle with. 1
was one of the lucky ones. I'd like to work to increase the
safety awareness of other paddlers so that other accident
victims could be as fortunate.

Eric Magneson
Lotus, California

My induction into the world of whitewater began during my
early teenyears in the mid-seventies when my family began
makingfrequentraft tripsdown the StanislausRiver. I quickly



cal spell of flowing water
and developed a keen
sense of appreciationfor
the wilderness and pri-
mal beauty of a pristine
river canyon. My initia-
tion with the Stanislaus
was profound and pro-
phetic in two respects: |
knew thatl wantedrivers
to forever be a part of my
life; and, that with the
eventual damming of the
Stanislaus,  was going to have to become an environmental
activist in order to insure the former.

From 1984 to the present, | have assumed the role of
directorof Sierra Kayak School. Duringmy tenure at SKS, the
kayakschoolhas undergoneconsiderableexpansionyethas
maintained its stalwart integrity in offering high quality in-
struction in awide variety of courses. SKS has been an inno-
vative developer of new and authoritative programs which
reflectthe growing concerns andtrends of the sport. We offer
specialized instruction by experts in slalom racing, hot-
dogging and squirt boating. | take special pride, however, in
being the first western kayak school to develop its own
comprehensive kayak safety and rescue program. This

succumbed to the magi--

[ intensive 2-day course is taught by kayakers from a variety

of emergency medical and swiftwater rescue backgrounds
and, among otherthings, providesparticipants with hands on
training in dealing with simulated "real life" kayaking emer-
gencies.

Basically, | would like to helpthe AWA in any way | can.
| already have an on goinginterestin the areaof kayaksafety
andrescueandamgreatlyinterestedin furtheringthe promo-
tion, development and standardization of kayak safety pro-
grams and techniques.

I am presently involved with the organization of the first
annual American River Festival. This Festival is modeled
after the well-knownGauley Festivaland Animas River Days
andwillhopefullybe as successfulinproviding alarge portion
of river runners with a good time as well as raise money for
riverconservation. The AWA could have apresencehere and
gain good exposure to the western boating scene.

As far as conservation, | have a very close working
relationship with Friends of the River, a very large and
effective national river conservation organization based
nearby in Sacramento.

Lastbut not least, I could help facilitate the AWA gaining
alargerpresencein boatingretail stores, kayak clubs, and of
course to our own students of the Sierra Kayak School.
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John Porterfield
Manchester, New Hampshire

A New England native, | started whitewater kayaking in
1973 atthe tenderage of 13. Inspired by 1972 Olympic Trials
held at Tariffville Gorge on the Farmington River in Connecti-
cut, |1 saved my pennies and purchased a club-produced
coffinboat (rememberthe ones with the overlappingseams)
andset odtto conquertherapids. Olderlocalboatersenrolled
me into the "crash and bum" school of kayaking, and I
welcomed their sage advice after spending as much time
swimming next to my boat as in it.

Today, in a squirt boat and in search of the cartwheel, |
spend most of my free time paddling throughout the North-
east. An aspiring writer and budding squirtist, | decided to
keep track of my runs throughout Eastern New York State,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshireand
Maine. Those same "crash and burn" colleagues from my
early days were fans of high water, and the data I collected
from outings on those high-level runs (combined with some
less-intense runs at medium and low water) added up to the
potential for a whitewater guidebook. In 1986 opportunity
arose through Menasha Ridge Press to co-author Appala-
chian Whitewater, Volume lll, The Northern Mountains,
a project which hit the shelves of outfitting shops and
bookstores this past June. In addition to editorial pursuits, |
have managed to make bi-annual adventuresto West Vir-
ginia to paddle the Gauley, the New, and the Cheat, forays

into Tennesseeand North Carolinatoexplore the Nolichucky
and battlethe crowds onthe Ocoee, and weekday afternoon
runs on the Upper Yough on the long drive back to New
England. Canada has also been a favorite summer play-
ground, with big water runs on the Ottawa and the Rouge.
Westernpaddling has beenmostlyconfinedto Colorado, with
runsonthe Arkansas,RoaringFork, Taylorandthe Colorado.
Utah paddling through Westwater and Cataract Canyons
added red silt and sunburn to my paddling experiences.
Laminterestedin developing a marketable product that is
designedto create astrong link between local paddling clubs
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San FranciscoCronicle " Whenever the craft takes on water, thedisplacement. ..

( ﬁ ELF-BAILING KAYAK

1 & 2 man modelsavailable

emptiesitout almost immediately.”

River Runner M agazine “A design which could set standardsin inflatable performance.”

Forget about any watercraft you've been in.

Picture yoursdf floating on an air mattress,
then hit by a wave. The water rushes off, leav-
ing thismattress highand dry - simple displac-
ment. Now lace this mattressto a kayak tube
and you have Padillac.

Padillac floor is laced, above the water line,
the full length o the boat leaving grommet
holes open to drain the water.

Consider the possibilities, a boat that emp-
tiesitsdf instantly. No more pulling df in tight
spots to empty the boat o water. Never again

will you have to manuver a sluggish swamped
boat. The ease d storage and stability it has
over a rigid boat makes Padillac the ultimate
craft.

Padillac is built with some d the toughest
materials known today. The core fabric is
manufactured for bullet proof vests. Thisvirtu-
aly indestructible fabric is then coated both
sides with abrasion resistant Hypalon® That
meansit can stand up to daily beating against
rocks. Commercia raft guides depend on this
kind o performanceyear after year.

Writeor cal for fabric sample & informative pamphl et.

P.O.Box Z » Kernville, CA 93238

(619) 376-3225
AsK about our other self-bailing and standard rafts.
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and the AWA. This product, a hationwide computer network
for the collection of timely river level information, would be
linked through modems to a central collection point (the
AWA) which would then "publish"regional river level reports
in computer data and taped voice formats. All that would be
requiredfrom each club would be a willing memberwho was
computer and modem-equipped, who would dial up an AWA
number, connect to a modem-equipped PC, and send the
latest river information. They in turn would collect data from
other regions, to aid in planningtrips. The AWA would benefit
intwo ways: i theservice wasattachedto amembershipfee,
extra revenue would be generated. If a “free service," the
AWA would become “the source" for up-to-date river level
information. Either way, the AWA gains valuable exposure
and creates awarenessin the paddling community.
Although I am not a racer, | have been involved with the
establishment of a slalom (and squirt!) training course onthe
Merrimack River in Manchester, New Hampshire. Assisting
C-1 racer Mark Ciborowski, we have managed to gain the
cooperation of the State of New Hampshire, the City of
Manchester, the Army Corps of Engineers, the Army Re-
serve and a handful of construction companies to construct
the 1/4 milecourse. We havetraded ACAtax write-offsforthe
purchase, trucking andplacementof 35 boulders and a high-
tensioncable, which areexpectedtobe inplace thissummer.
We have also sponsoredslalomraces and hot-dog contests
at this site for the Manchester Riverfest Celebration over the

East three ¥ears.

Ron Rathnow
Ambherst, Massachusetts

My primary interests at this time are squirting and recrea-
tional paddling. I have beenwhitewaterboatingforfive years.
My first year was as an open boater and the last four as a
kayaker. I have onlyboatedin the United States andall of that
has been east of the Mississippi from Alabamato Maine.

College and previous job experience has given me a
strong background in environmental and conservation sci-
ence. l am also the author of The Great American Rivers
Flip Map Series which is published by Menasha Ridge
Press. Currentlythis series consistsof six guides and covers
seven rivers. These rivers are the Ocoee, Nantahala, Chat-
tooga Section IV, New River Gorge, Lower Yough, West
Branchof the Penobscot andthe Kennebec Gorge. lamalso
working with John Porterfield (Co-author of Appalachian
Wildwater HlI) on a whitewater video of New Englandrivers.
Recently lwasselectedto become amemberof Perception's
Consumer Advisory Board and am currently helping them
with product testing.

I am 34 years old and married. Priorto moving to Massa-
chusetts a year ago, 1 lived in Kentucky. As a result of my
books I have developed numerous contacts with outfitters,
raft companies, and otherboatersingeneral. Presently, lam
working for Eastern Mountain Sports in Amherst, Massachu-
setts.

My motivationfor preserving rivers and helping other river

KAYAK AND RAFT TRIPS
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1310 Starr Dr., High Point, NC 27260.
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related activities should be fairly obvious. | think that | can be
a strong asset to the AWA.

Bo Shelby
Corvallis, Oregon

I have been running rivers for almost twenty years. During
that time, paddling has provided for some of the best things
in my life--fine friends, great adventures, and the chance to
travel throughout the "Lower 48," Canada, Alaska, Mexico,
Central America, New Zealand, Pakistan and India. How
lucky can one guy be?

As a professor at Oregon State University, | work on
resource management issues, often specifically related to
river management. My research has taken me to river
systems throughout the western states, Alaska, and several
foreign countries, including several years of work in the
Grand Canyon. The places are different, but the issue is
always the same: How can we make sure that future genera-
tions have the incredible opportunities we have had?

This is a tough question, but AWA is dedicated to finding
gcod answersandproviding aforumforsharingexperiences.
I'd like to help. Paddling has given med a lot, and this is a
chance to give something back.

Peter Skinner
West Sand Lake, New York

For more than a decade, | have alternately tried to keep
AWA afloatandto make it anactive and modern organization.
Keeping AWA going has meantlicking azillionenvelopesand
trekking bags of journalsto the post office. Othertimes it has
been begging otherstodo what they couldto help us. The list

| seems endless. In fact, 1 think | have done just about

everything once for AWA.

Although I often thought AWA was a hopeless cause, we
muddled through. And now, finally, a bright light has dawned
on AWA's horizon. The new directors have truly put their
shoulderstothe grindstone. The Gauley Festival successes,
ourfinancial stability, the new Journal, the new Safety Code,
oursubstantial riverconservationagendaare but afew of the
tangible examples of a very gll¥@ AWA. If the upcoming
membership campaign bears real fruit, I'll be really over-
joyed. These successes make my decade of tribulations a
good investment. | do hope you agree.

AWA's foundation is strong now. Others now do the
envelope licking, permitting me toexercise myfirstlove--river
conservation. Because my workaday job involves environ-
mental advocacy, | get to apply these skills at night for AWA
to help stop dams across the country--especially in the
Northeast. I wantto focus most of my AWA time on that area
if re-elected. Next, I wouldlike to develop the skills neededto
create arivercorridorlandtrust network and therebyfacilitate
permanent river access and protection on a regional and
eventually national level.

Working with AWA has changed my life. Great new people
now bear much of the load and great new candidates have
come forward to propel us forward into the next decade with
vigor. I'd be honored to be amongthat group for anotherterm
and be part of the new AWA that will truly change the world
of paddling.
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Squirt boating

Everybody has their own opinion
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Squirt boats. Therazor-thin crafts may
proveto be the most significant develop-
ment in whitewater paddling since the in-
troduction of plastic kayaks.

The signs of their proliferation are
everywhere: new custom kayak manufac-
turers with squirt boats as their featured
models are springing up over the East;
squirtrel atedslang wordsarecreepinginto
the paddling vernacular, vehicles with
eight boats loaded side-by-side on roof
racks are showing up a the put-ins of
popularruns.

Canoe magazine even listed a" squirt -

boat" category in its annual buyers guide.
Now that's really going mainstream.

But surprising, despitetherapid growth
of thiswhitewatersubgroup, preciouslittle
print has appeared in nationa publications
concerning the activity. Oh, there's been
plenty of casual alusions to squirting-- .
sidebars and small bits of columns--but
when have you read a lead story dealing
with the squirt scene?

Why the apparent lack of publicity?
Perhapsit's becausewritersstill f i ddiffi-
culty pinning down exactly what squirting
isall about. What is the attractionof pad-
dling akayak that is damned uncomfort-
able to fit into, unforgiving in squirrelly
water andrequiresawholenew set of skills
to master?

What followsisaspecial sectionoutlin-

(Top and middle) A Jet by Watauga
Laminates squirts on NY's Moose
River. (Right) Squirt action on the

GauleyinaPro Magnumby New\Wave.

they clarify the attributes of squirting is
another question.

What does become apparent is that
many so-called "squirtists” believe the
activity hascertainmetaphysical qualities.
Someof you may find that alittletoughto
swallow.

| know | do--and I've been paddling
squirt boatsfor over four years. But while
| don't pretend to understand the supposed
Zen-likecharacteristicsof squirting, | do

know why | paddle low volume boats--

3x

-ing different aspectsof squirting. Whether -

-they're faster (at least the full-length

models), they can turn faster withthepivot,
and finally you have abetter feel for what
the water's doing.

That's why | likesquirt boating--here's
what others haveto say:
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Once a cottage industry, |
Squirt boat manufacturinggrows with sport

Thefirst boatsused for squirting weren't actually squirt boats.

Back in theearly part of the decade when Jess Wittemore, Phil Coleman, Jim Snyder and other i
Friendsvillepaddlersdiscovered the tendency of thestem of alow-volumekayak to dive when crossing am
eddy line at aparticular angle--they weren't actually paddling squirt boats. -

No. in theearly days, Friendsville paddlerslearned the rudiments of submerged kayaking in
squirtable boats--mostly sharp-edged racing machines--than true squirt boats.

But that soon changed. Early “squirtists” weren't concerned with racing anyway, just
the boat's ability to stand on end and pirouette down the river. So, some of the
Friendsvilleboys beganto tinker with the contemporary designs.

They "hogged" the back end down--removing the rocker of the stem sa 1l
entireback edgedf theboat woulddlicei nt o thewater...scooped out whol esite " ttemoreboat started at
chunksof volume..shortened the length. ; e months, then

Squirt boats were bor n. tretched tosix, then ayear.
Somewhere dong the

It wasn't long before other paddlers, passing through line, thegreat Americandream
Friendsvilleand noticing the early "'squirtists” at play. __ailed. Wittemore's company
wanted totakepartinthegame. Theonly difficulty — —— sulfered financial set-backs, pro-
was, where could they acquire their own toys? : duczionslowed, thenstopped.Some

The only place to buy one of these custom arders remain unfilled today.
boatswasto haveWittemore, Snyder or Cole- Portunately for the progress of
man whip you up a kayak off one of their E sport,” other boat builders
particular molds. A cottege mastry—w n to take up the dack. New
developed. Wave Kayaks, headed by John Sclueiner,

soonbecamethecountry's leading producer

of squirt kayaks, rolling out designsby Wit-
temore, Snyder and himself.

Perception aso jumped on the band wagon
with its Sabre. The Sabre didn't provide the custom-
ized fit or high performancedf aglass boat, but offered a

p}gﬁd ?l?gl?{/nﬁ{ YLS@G?{NO ﬁo?ﬁ%%oarr'&?hacompmi esemerged

tohelp supply the growing demand for squirt boats. WataugaLami-
gaites, owned by Chase Ambler, buildsitsown designsand boatsby Snyder
_whileWildemess Systems, headed by Andy Zimmerman and John Sheppard.

offer its own boaks and W iflcmors s SUrge.

Additional
designs  like
the Blaster and
tht Surge [ol-
lowed, and the
back orders for a
‘Jesse boat™ swelled.

The waiting timefor a

Emergency Room doctorsin real ldfe,
operated the first quasi-cempany
named Sabre Sports. Wittemise
served as thecompany's prinei-
pal employee, creating and
building many of the initial
squirt boat designssuch az—
the Falcon and the Silon.

pENY=-=¥Willemore
Laminates--and
guickly became
e toast of the
squirting
world.

(Above)Wilderness Systems now builds the §
Witternore-designed Surge (Right)

New WaveKayaks offers the nation's widestt
product line of custom-built squirt kayaks |
featuring eye-catching graphics.
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North Carolina boat builders
enter squirt-boating market

Andy Zimmermanof WildernessSystemsisonly joking when hecallsHigh Point, North Carolina'* the boat-buil ding capitol of the

world.”

His claim to that distinction is based on the presenceof a major .
fiberglasscabincrui sermanufacturerintownrather thanhis produc- -
tion of squirt and sea kayaks. ; -

But with Wilderness System owned by Zimmerman and = %
John Sheppard in High Point, and Watauga Laminates e
A T

headed up by ChaseAmbleroverin Banner Elk--North
Carolinais threatening to become the squirt boat-
building center of the nation.

The two companies share common roots. NP
Spurred by theexploding number of North i -
Carolinawhitewater boatersand grow- T _1";_‘.

ing demandfor squirt kayaks, both : - 4 ;
companies started production e e

in early 1987 and enjoyed - —
immediate success. Z ‘ " sl -
In both cases, % ‘E -

much of theirinitial i I & ‘
sdles depended e .
Sewe ANECPES
duction ]

of popu-
lar squirt
designs

high -

lighted with

cosmic metal- -

flake finishes. ] —
ST

Zimmerman and
Ambler concur that
outrageous cosmetics
are part-and-parcel of the
squirt boating phenomenon.
"Squirt boaters want wild

looking boats,” Ambler said.
"They're not interestedin having a plain-janeblue boat."

Zirnmerman notes that the physche of the squirt boater demands
aunique appearing craft.

"I'm one of the original flashes--I always wanted to be different.”
Zimmerman said. "It's like in rock climbing..people used to be real
conservative,but now youseeflashy tightsandfloral chalk bags. Fashionhas
hit the paddling community and everybody wantsto make a statement."

But whilethe eye-catching graphicsfirst draw attention to the creations of
thetwocompanies,it's thesolid designsand quality constructionthat continueto
rack up saes.

Wilderness Systems features the Femer, designed by Sheppard, as well as the
Surge in its stable of squirt boats. The Surge is a full-length boat, and like al of
Wittemore’s designs, isknown for itsexceptional speed. But Zimmermanis particularly
proud of the Femer's initial success.

"Wedid real well withitfor thefirst year,” Zimmerman said. " it's just starting to take off.
It's a good stem squirting boat but it has some additional volume up front. It's 11-7 long. 6
tremendoudy stable, and still has good speed.” - "

WhileWilderness's early claim to famemay be squirt boats, it aso buildstheWhiteBear, a v
cruisingK-1 design by Tom McEwan for " creeking, expeditions or big water'* and the Blackwater.
Wick walker's superb cruising C-1 design knownfor its many "'hair'* descents.
In addition to whitewater boats, Wilderness is finding another market in the production of sea
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kayaks.

" Squirt and sea kayaks are now neck :

and neck and by next year. seakayakswill
probably own thebigger shareof our busi-
ness"" Zimmerman said." The Eastis just
now catching up with the West coast in
termsof sea kayaking popularity. It's ap-
pealingtoalarger groupdf people. ltcanbe
dangerous, butit canal sobevery safe...it's
less intimidating than whitewater.

"But whitewater is where we got our
start...we don't plan to ignore that ele-
ment."

Watauga Laminatesbegan production
in September of 1986. Ambler had negoti-
ated for the rights to the Jet, a Snyder
design, the year before. After building
some boats for himself and friends, Am-
bler entered the business full-time and
hasn't looked back.

"I don't know if thedemand for boatsis
increasing across the industry,” Ambler
said. "but | do know there's been an in-
crease in demand for our boats. We're
looking at major growth. We're averaging
four or fiveboatsaweek and buildingmore
and more.”

Along with the Jet. Wataugabuildsthe
ExtraJet and Mobius Thruster--bothsquirt
designs—aongwiththeFit andthe A ssault.
In addition, approximately 30 percent of
Watauga's sales arerace boats...”We pro-
ducevirtually every wildwater and daom
boat available,” Ambler claims.

While the Jet remains Watauga's lead-
ingseller, AmblerexpectstheExtraJet--an
updated version with dlterations by
Watauga--to assume the top position this
yesr.

"The ExtraJet isreally anew design,”
Ambler said. ""We took a Jet plug and
knockedout volumewhereit realy wasn't
needed and thenrel ocatedvolumewhereit
was. The result is a boat with about the
same volume as aJet but with more room
for the paddier.”

Ambler continues to work on new de-
signs. His next boat may be something a
little less radical than the minimalism of -
fered in the Jet.

"We're looking at aboat with alittle
more volume,” Ambler said, ' something
morestable. We're lookingto build a boat
that will squirt, but aboat peoplearegoing
to be willingto take on the Upper Gauley.
Wed give up some squirting ability for
added comfort and stability."

SQUIRTING: an american whitewater

Despitethesimilaritiesin their product .

lines, how thetwo companiesgo about the
marketing aspectsof their businessdiffers
significantly.

Watauga has taken the grass roots ap-
proach: Want a boat? Give Ambler acall
with your specificationsand they'll build
youonespecia.Whiletherearenineor ten
dedlersthat doinventory Wataugakayaks,
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the real good boaters. We did a couple of
outdoor retail showsin February last year
and had built some beautiful samples to
exhibit. It didn't take much to convince
retailers that fiberglass boats are coming
back in."

Despitethelack of direct sales, availa-
bility of Wilderness Systems boats |ooks
good. Zimmerman hasworked toestablish

A Jet, built by Watauga Laminates, is recognizable by its spectaculargraphics.
_———————————

75 percent of all sales aredirect.

Not surprisingly, most of those phone
callscomefromtheEastcoast. But Ambler
sees a heartening growth of squirt boat
salesto pointswest.

"Interest is picking up in the West,"”
Ambler said. "They're finding out that
when spring water |eaves, the squirt boat
gives them something to do in low water.
The mgjority of our sales remain on the
East coast, but we're shipping more and
more to Oregon and Cdlifornia.”

Wilderness Systemshas taken an oppo-
site tack, distributing boats only through
approved dedlers.

"We only sell our boats through white-
water retail shops” Zimmerman said.
"Our marketing is done strictly through
shops. We'll answer any questions a con-
sumer might ask if hecallsusand we'll let
them demo boats, but al our sales are to
retail outlets.

"There's been abig void in whitewater
shops. They haven't been ableto cater to

~abroad network of dealers.

"We're selling boats in retail storesin
every state on the East coast and also in
Cdlifornia and Michigan,” Zimmerman
said, "athough the East coast remains our
primary market.”

And leading that marketisthegrowth of
whitewater boating right in the state of
North Carolina.

"Whitewater boating is exploding
here,” Zimmerman said." Every mgjor city
in North Carolina has a great whitewater
shop. In some states, you have to travel
milestofind astorethat sellsboating gear.
It's just agreat statefor outdoorrecreation.

"North Carolina has an outdoor ori-
entedpopul ation--thearea is very stimulat-
ingwithavariety of activities: rock climb-
ing, paddling... And the N.O.C. hashad a
tremendous influence. | grew up hanging
out therenineor ten years ago, surfing the
fals. They attract so many new-comers

please turn to page 47
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A Grand
squirting
river trip

By Zygmund W. Furmaniuk, Jr.

Thefist thing that struck me was that
though we werein thedesert, thewaterwas
bitingly cold. We were afew miles below
the Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado
River. Thenext thingthat struck me, much
tobothmy horror andfascination, wasthat
| had beensurroundedby abeachedflotilla
of kayaks scarcely bigger than skate-
boards. | lacedmy lifejacket just a little bit
tighter and thanked my personal vision of
the sacred that | would be on araft.

Forrest Callaway and Risa Shimoda
Callaway had organized this--thefirst all-
squirt boat descent of the Colorado River
throughtheGrand Canyon. Eighteen boat-
ers who decided the best route to a good
timewasvia220-some-oddmilesof water |
between the put-in and take-out. |

My significant other. Judy Morrison, |

wasaninvitee.l, decidedlynot qualifiedto
navigate the Colorado, found mysdf in-
vited dong for theraft ride. What follows
aremy persona observationson thetrek.

The Colorado follows a monotonous
pattern: long flat stretches before a rela-
tively shortdropthatwouldgladly swallow
you forever, followed by adeep, still pool.
With the major exceptionsof Crystal and
Lava, there's very little possibility of hit-
ting the Canyon on your way down.
Comforting...if you're wiped out, at least
you're pretty certain that if you keepyour
head about you you'll wash into a calm
place.

The conventional wisdom on theriver
says that if you're going down the Grand
you'd better have abig boat. The conven-
tional wisdom also saysthat therearerap-
ids which will challenge you no matter
what you paddle, but that therearen't alot
of good play places. The description usu-
aly ends up saying that it's a good thing
that the Canyon is so aesthetically pleas-
ing, because most of the trip is spent on

Deep within the canyon walls, AWA executive director Risa Caflaway executes

a bow squirt.

Toring flatwater.

But that's the wisdom for pig boats, the
plastic Dancers, Jetis and Dragonflies,
rext to which a squirt boat starts to look
like afiberglasspotatochip. Squirters have
2 different wisdom, and we were here to
iestit.

Almost every inch of the Canyonisa
superb squirt locale. Easternriversare by
mnd large shallow. Sure, you can find the
clear, powerful eddylines that squirting

will sometimes stub the nose of your boat
on ariver bed (qor worse). It's not that bad.
of course. Squirting wasborn and grew up
in the East. But depth does become agreat
concern whenyou're trying to go vertical.

If anything, the Colorado had more
dynamic eddylines that the group of boat-
ers assembled could have envisioned in
their wildest dreams. Most paddlers are
accustomed to eddys close to shore, in
proximity to arock or hole. On the Colo-

requires, but east of the Mississippi you

rado, the volumeof water and contoursof
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unseen terrain make the convoluted cur-
rents amost everywhere. It takes some
getting used to--but right in the middl e of
the river you're likely to run into the

"swirlies." I

The"swirlies” becameboth the greatest
merriment and the greatest fear of the our
group. The" swirlies" werevarioudy shift-
ing, confusing currents mysterioudy ap-
pearing on what should have been stillwa-
ter, or moderately-sized whirlpools. Wit-
nessing asquirt boater caughtin thevortex

of a"swirlie™ was like watching a person |

slam dancing next to acliff.

It wasn't long into the trip before |
noticed that squirt boating is kayaking
played out on the Edge. | don't mean the
edgeof your boat or theedge of your seat,
but theedge of skill and quitepossibly the

J |

A gt

o B

—

edge of sanity. You know these maniacs
must know what they're doing, but
still... they're on theedge. And sometimes
edgework results in dlipping over to the
other side...

Surprisingfew peoplein thegroupfell
off the precipice. When they did, though,
the results where dramatic. One woman
negotiated Bedrock Rapidand then, spend-
ing a few minutes on the Edge, pointing
towardsthe sky inone of the™ swirlies," got |
tossed over the edge by the river. She
becameamotein nature’s vacuumcleaner,
disappearing beneath the surfaceforfiveor
six secondsthat actually | asted an eternity.
In the end she emerged unscathed and
continued paddling.

She wasn't quite as fortunate further

entire trip was her kayak (minus her)
gjected straightupout of the river--awhale
breaching the surface--catchingair before
coming back, barely missing her in the
water.

Do not get me wrong--it's not all fear.
Timeaftertimel wouldseesmiling boaters
squirtiig down tongues into rapids. The
most graceful boaters being ableto switch
_ fromabow to astem squirt with the same

effortless motion normally reserved for
Mikhail Baryshnikov. How can you not
have fun? The sheer joy of the activity
would be apparent to al but ablind man.
Oneof thethings that began to astound
me was how quickly you begin to pick up
the slang: mystery moves, rocket moves,

downriver. The scariest thing | saw the

surfing, blasting,stemsquirts, bow pivots-

n

| -thelistgoeson. A coupledf daysintothis

andyousuddenly realizethat all that any of
thisis describing are the various ways of
either staying on thewater, or altering your
course either above or below thesurface.
There were those who got their kicks
from the multitude of waves, and spent
what have totalled hours placidly surfing
on the surface of standing waves. There
were those who spent their time trying to
fly,ridingair abovethewater for aslong as
they could. And there were the U-boat
commanders who mushed and mystery
moved their ways down theriver.
Compared to these, themoretraditional
activitiesof trying to blast through holes
and thenever-endingsearchfor cleanlines

| through messy water seemed anti-climac-

tic.

Anti-climax is not something you do
with acraft thesizeof asquirt boat. Some-
thingcalled the “inverse volume principle”
comes into play here. This briefly stated.
says that thesmaller your boat, the more
control you havein rough water. Note that
| don't say the morecontrol the boat has--
I mean the more control the paddler has.

Thesquirt boat is small, and therefore
moremaneuverable,amost to afault. The
paddler sitsin thewater,not on topof it. In

(Above)What is
_squirtboaters called:apack?..a
herd?...a hoard?...a school?.,;
pod? (Left)Blasting on a glass
‘canyon wave, i
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The" whys"'

of squirting

according to Snyder

By Jim Snyder

A haf dozenyearsand afew hundred
squirtboatsdownthelinefromthedawnof
squirt boating, experts everywhere are
starting toask avery key question: “Why?"

Indeed, why Iook for trouble? Isn't
there something low about these moves
done under the table? Aren’t there rocks
down there? Do they
redly intend to do |
those things in squirt §
boats?

As an avid squirt
boater. | thirk I can
shed some light on
these questions.

It may be useful to
point out someof the
significant similari-
ties and differences
between squirt boat-
ing and normal kay-
aking (or canoeing).
Let mefirst touch on
somesimilarities.

Both forms of
boating are effected
by what | cal the
" Great Equalizers” of
thewhitewaterworld.
The first great equal-
izerin thesport isthe
fact that no matter
what kind of boat or
rapid you may be running, you should be
prepared to swim. Swimming is a red
possibility, regardliess of the type of boat
you prefer to paddle. But as squirt boats
have been called glorified life jackets, |
guesssguirtboatin’ isglorifiedswimming-
-whether you're in or out of the boat.

Thesecond great equalizercommon to
dl in the sport has to be the thrill we all
pursueregardlessaf the paddlingmodewe
prefer. The bottom line in boating is--if
you're havingfun, you're ultimately doing
as good as any expert. From this aspect,
novices are often more successful that
experts. No matter theframeof reference,
thegoal isawaysthesame: a precious few
moments of perfect timing that we can
claim as our doing. After all, theriver is
just sort of there. isn't it? The goal can be

had by all who try correctly.

But aresquirt boatscorrect?Well, there
are some technical questions to debate.
Squirt boats steer faster and have more
density than' beachball" boats--character-
istics which makes them preferable by
some peoplefor even big Grand Canyon

MYSTERY MOVE-Jim Snyder's head reemerges from the depths

type whitewater. Another safety factor is
theway squirt boatscan surf monster holes
with superior control by blasting them,
whichmeanstosurf themstraightonlikea
wave. Squirt boats find many more play
spotsthan surface boatscan. But even the
fact that squirt boatscan provide hours of
funonflatwatershoul dbelaid asidedebat-
ing the question. ""Why?'

The urge to submerge comes from
somewherebelow. Amphibosityisaspiri-
tualy rewarding experience. It's a privi-
legeto minglesuccessfully with aforceas
powerful as ariver. The fact that squirt
boaterssacrificeso muchfor their sportis
evidencedf somerewards. By now every-
one knows that asquirt boater's feet hurt
nearly as much as those of a C-boater.
Ridinginal ow squirtboatrequireslooking
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up a al the antique kayaks that tend to
collect around " poker chip" boats (in case
an imminent disaster needs witnessing).
Oftensquirt play spotsdon't jivewel with
neighboring normal play spots. The
clashes usually end up with squirt space
being encroacheduponfrom above. Some-
timesin a squirt boat
| you fed very, very
= small. The river can
~ | womponyouroyal.

So why isit that
when squirtists turn
on to agood" mystery
spot™ they attack it
like a feeding frenzy
in ashark tank? Only
total exhaustion can
dow their hot pursuit.
__ I They arelikearat hit-
B ting abuttonfor posi-
tive reinforcement;
unableto stop indulg-
ing to a point beyond
control; victims of
causes beyond their
reckoning.

The real reasons
areeasy tofind. First,
there's the little
known fact that our
biological clocks are
wound by centrifu-
gally-triggered mechanisms. Spinning
around creates a cheap, legal, dizzy buzz.
Thii sensationistheresultof running back
your biological odometer. These dervish-
esgue delights are actually better for you
than a bushel of sprouts.

The most potent incentive, though, is
freedom. Freedom of expression. freedom
of motion, and the freedom to get tired
whenwewant. Squirtboatsare muchmore
exhaugting than average kayaks. After a
hardday of play practice, most squirt boat-
ersaresotired that they could get mugged
and still chalk it up asafun day. This, of
course, isasideeffect of thecorrolary that
" Ti eisgreater thanmoney.” Squirt boat-
ersknow that freedomis worth any price.

| thirk we should give squirt boaters
their space (about twenty feet indiameter).
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In return, they can providevaluableprobe
informationand entertainment. It may be
hard torelateto thosefrom another dimen-
sion but if you treat them like they are
weird they may disappear after a while.
Much of this sport revolves around the
critical need of having something to talk
about. Squirt boating fillsthisneed andl ets
everyonecomeup with plenty of reasonsto
support their opinion, either pro or con.

Finally,1'd like to mentionthereasons
| usetovalidatemy presenceunderwater.lt
is (1)Fun, (2)Cubic, (3)Awesome,
(4)Challenging, (5)Humbling, (6)Excit-
ing, (7)Cool, (8)Hot, (9)New, and again
(10)Fun. Irealize thatmost of thesecriteria
areintangible, but they constitutethedefi-
nitionof theforcethat keepsthisrat button

happy.
Pleasedon't pity or praiseme; I'm just

initfor therideandI've aready been paid

infull. Infact,I mightoweby now. There's

now doubt that squirt kayaking will con-

tinue to raise controversy because it is
neither fish or fowl but an indescribable
intermediate. It makes mesink tomy stom-

ach, at least. | think that living with an

unfettered imagination has let me realize
that shipsarekeptin aharbor but not meant
to stay there.

The Squirt Book: a review

By Mac Thornton

Watching paddlers at the
Gauley's famed Pillow Rock
rapid has aways been enter-
taining, asintermediatesdes-
perately try to avoid being
splatted on the rock which
gives the rapid its name. But
now, since the invention of
squirt boating, one can watch
a paddler "rock splat” that
rock, leaning upstream on
purpose, then "cartwhed
downstream, then sink both
endsof theboat and disappear
completely (a "mystery
move'™), only topop up50feet
downstream with a "black
attack” (attacking the world
from the black of underwa-
ter). Wow!

The best surface boater
can only operate in two di-
mensions, like driving a
sports car. The squirt boater
livesinthreedimensions,like
flying astunt airplane.
Squirt boating isno longer
just a series of "mystery
moves" to the paddling pub-

lic, now that The Sauirt Book

has "blasted" onto the pad-
dling scene. Author Jm
Snyder, inventor of many
squirt moves and witness to
theinvention of many others,
gives us everything: thetech-
nique, the history, as well as
thephilosophy of " squirtech.™

To use the term "*"'inven-

tions for squirt boatsand the

variousmovesisexactly what
happened. Squirt boating was
named and nurtured in the
crucible of the Friendsville,
Maryland-Albright, West
Virginiaareabeginning about
1981. Whiletheremay not be
gold in these hills, the fabu-
lous Upper Y oughiogheny
and oldstandby Cheat Canyon
are located here. And when
thewaterishigh, thechalleng-
ing Big Sandy and dozens of
small steep creeks become
runnable. No wonder this is
probably the #1 area in the
country for boat and paddle
design, and for thevery latest
and mogt difficult paddling
techniques.

Sincesquirt movestend to
bebuilt upononeancther,and
often combine basic moves,
Snyder describes each move
in the order in which the
moves were actually in-
vented. Often, hecan identify
the specific person and spe-
cificmonth andyear of amile-
stone in squirt boating his-
tory. For example, the term
"squirt" first occurred to Phil
Coleman at the top of Tear
Drop Rapidin the Cheat Can-
yon. Heleaned upstreamexit-
ing an eddy and waspropelled
down the rapid like a bar of
soap squeezed out of your
hands in a shower. The term
"squirt” seemed right and it
stuck.

Although squirt boating
technique is extraordinarily
difficultto put into words, the
descriptionsof the moves are
generaly clear, with explana-
tions of the physics, too. In
other words, Snyder gives the
"why" amoveworksaswell as
the "how." His insights into
themechanicsof rivercurrents
are sureto amaze.

But the book is made an
effective teaching tool by the
detailed drawings of William
Nealy. Nealy isnot just acar-
toonist with aparticularly off-
beat sense of humor. (Don't
get me wrong—I love it--it's
my sense of humor exactly).
Drawingon therangedf illus-
tration technique and insight
displayed in his own book,
Kayak, Nealy's visual render-
ings of squirt technique are
absolutely brilliant. Many of
the drawings are in four di-
mensions, i..e., they include
time. And the classic Nedly-
esque humor is here also. One
cartoon features a wild-eyed
squirtist cleanly slicing araft
intwowith his thin,sharpboat.
Theturkeysin theraft are as-
tonished, but the raft guideis
portrayed smiling with silent
admiration.

The book has a sobering
side, too. The Sauirt Book is
dedicated to squirt boater Al-
len Connelly, who was run-
ning the lower Gauley at

L

20,000 CFS in March 198
when he literally vanished
fromhisgroupinthevicinity
of Stairstep Rapid. Whenthe
water wes turned off at the
dam the next day, he was
found one miledownstream,
still in his boat, drowned.
Snyder felt the loss deeply
and personally, and musesif
he too is a "terminal
squirtist™..living "on bor-
rowed time." The book ac-
knowledges that squirting
does involve somewhat
greater risks than surface
kayaking. Thisis ashort but
vauable discussion for all
potential squirtists.

As we climb into
Snyder's wafer-thin boat
with him and run through all
the basic moves, we aso
climbinto his head. In many
respects, thisisthehard part.
Squirtechisnot justaboating
technique; it's asport which
reflects the attitudes, life-
style and philosophy of the
Friendsville-Albright boat-
ers.

"Charc" is akey concept.
defined as" changingac” or
"the angle of attack of a
boatss long axis as it en-
counterslocal currents//fea-
tures.” ""Charc” also applies
directly to people, i.e., "bad
charc” or "clean up your

please turn to page 47




"Never eat leftover lizard..."

There are plenty

of lessons

to be learned

on an Arctic river
like the Horton...

the least of which

IS the proper

culinary
preparation
of a reptile

About Bill Hoyt...

The author, Bl Hoyt of BufTalo, WY,
5@ 14-year member of the New York
State Assembly. Hoyt's avid [nterest
in whitewater canoelng carries over
tohis respomsdble posithons on lssues
af river conservatbon before the NY
leglslature. And as chalrman of the
Energy Commlttes, NY paddlers are
blessed with a volee of reason when
laws effecting hydro-electric devel-
opmienl come before the slale gov-
ermmenl.

Hoyt is presently heading up a
eonsortium of concerned clilzens op-
posing a proposed Bydro project on
the Genesee's Leféhworth Gorge
and also provided asistsnce in open-
ing sccess to the Nisgura Gorge for
whitewater paddlers.

Relaxingaroundthecookfire, the Arcticcanoeistsponderthe contents of the pots.

Therewas no evidenced man on Hor-
ton Lake. | browsed aroundnearitsshorein
a canoe, looking for firewood, and later
wandered back into theinterior. searching
for deadfall. The air was till and theday
was quiet. No waveslapped at the shore.

It was hot, 91 degrees, thefirst of four
90-degree days we would experience. The
sky was cloudless. There were some
mosquitos, but not the menacing hordes
thatI hadexpectedherein Canada’s North-
west Territories,onefull degreedf latitude
north of the Arctic Circle.

My only companion, and | heard him
beforel saw him, wasawhite tundrawolf.
A large, shaggy brute, it splashed acrossa
shallow creek. turned, sat on its haunches
200 yardsaway and stared & our campsite
for more than anhour. Therewerenosigns
of campfiresset by previouscanoeists, no
bits of human debris, not even an old
Eskimo tent ring. "'l wasright,” | said to
myself."No oneelseishere™ My goal of
atotally isolated wilderness canoe trip--a
two-week journey with friends--had be-
wmeareality.

Despite the quietuded my walk into
the Barren Lands, our paddling group of
eight was not without its rambunctious
joys. Fred Seidl. dean of the State Univer-
sity of Buffalo's School o Social Work
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and aninveterateguitarist, sang to all who
svouldlisten (thewolf didn't; it wasover a
ridge by themiddleof the chorus):

I do not know how to make souffle,

My blintzeswill never be great.

And JuliaChildwouldn't gowild

With my squab under glasson her plate.
But this| know inthe kitchen,
ftwaslearnedintheschool of hard knocks.
Never eat |eftover lizard,

You'd be better off munching old socks.
Never eat |eftover lizard,

It does not keep well at all.

f¢ will rot in a matter of hours

And lead to your declineand fall.

Now rattlesnake lasts quite a long time..
And even road runner'sOK.

But never eat leftover lizard

You'll be signing your future away.

Onthemorning of July 17, withacry of

" On to the polar sea," we pushed our four
aluminum Grumman canoes into the wa-

tersof Horton Lake and commenced what
we hoped would be a trip north for the

lengthof the Horton River, 375 milesinto

the Canadian Arctic. We had camped at

that lake. 50 miles north of Great Near

Lake, for two days of fishing, sorting out

gear and getting thelay of theland. To get



there, we had takencommercial airlinesto
atown called Norman Wells and then two
flightson Nahanni Air, acharter company
on theMackenzie River.

Our brigade of paddlers consisted of
myself; Seidl; Peter Raymont,sfilmmaker
from Toronto; Eric Poggenpohl, a profes-
sional photographer from Amherst, Mass.;
Roger Vaughan of Oxford, Md., an author
on assignment with Poggenpohl for the
Washington Post; Steve Lunsford, arare-
book dealer from North Vancouver, British
Columbia; and two other Buffalonians--
Bill Fleming, aphysician, and imMagav-
em, an atorney. All were membersof the
Erie Basin Sons of Ahab, aloosaly knit
groupof 60 or 70 American and Canadian
canoeistswho over the years had paddled
theriversandlakesof thearcticwatershed.
Four of us had experience paddling in the
North (thiswasmy seventhtrip); theothers
were eager and enthusiastic journeymen.

TheHortonisthenorthem-mostriverin
continental Canada. | solated andremote, it
flows northwest into Franklin Bay on the
Arctic Ocean. Only two or three canoe
groups paddieit each summer. Ingmar
Remmler, of Arctic Waterways in Ste-

vensville, Ont., is an exception. He rafts
125 miles of the river each July. Larry
Osgood, a former Buffaloniannow living
in Ottawa, paddled the Horton in 1974; it
was his river journal we used as a guide-
book for our trip.

The Horton River valley abounds with
wildlife. Along the way, we saw grizzly
bearsand wolves,caribousand musk oxen,
bald and golden eagles. It is not a white-
water river--it dropsonly 1,200 feetinits
flow to the sea Rather, the Horton is an
intimateriver with forgiving gravel bars.
Itscourseisbordered by black sprucetrees
towithin30milesaof theArcticOcean. But
just 100 yards back from the river the
tundra begins--muskeg bogs and pothole
lakes, stretching bleakly for hundreds of
milesin al directions.

Because the Horton lies north of the
rocky CanadianShield, it doesnot encoun-
ter Precambrian rock asit twistsand turns
its way to the Arctic Ocean. It dlides
through braided gravel bars and scree-lit-
tered limestone banks, interrupted fre-
quently by small riffles and swifts, a
paddler's joy.

Its gentleflow did not increase appre-

ciably as wemoved downstream; July was
dry, and the lack of rain had choked off
several tributaries. Thewater wasclearand
turquoise; wecoul dseeindividualgrayling
15 feet below the surface.

Seventy milesfrom the ocean the Hor-
tonturns turbid, and thereforeunfishable,
as sulfurousrivulets drainfrom the Smok-
ing Hillsnearby. As theriver movesnorth,
thevalley flattensout and theadjacenthills
becomemore prominent. Verdant terraces
covered with spruce, willows, aspen and
lichengivethevalley anIrish ook, particu-
larly after the morning sun has melted
away thefog.

The Canadian Arctic hasfascinatedme
foryears. | haveread about it, accumul ated
books on it, corresponded with its inhabi-
tants, collected its art and artifacts, and
made every possible excuse to visit it as
frequently as possible. I'm probably the
only personin New Y ork Statetosubscribe
toNews/North, aweekly newspaperout of
Y ellowknife, which | get a month late. |
oncewrotetoformerPrimeMinister Pierre
Trudeau, suggesting that Canadaproclaim
anational holiday on the birthday of poet
Robert Service. (The author of "' The Spell



of theYukon," Servicehasbeencalledthe '

Canadian Rudyard Kipling.) So my mo-
tives for going "'north of 60" were plain:
Thesheer pleasuredf beingintheArcticis
itsown reward. Also, after six monthsin |
Albany. with al of its caterwauling and
jabbering,astintinthe Northislikebreath-
ing pure oxygen.

Once we left Horton Lake, our life for
the next 16 days would be lived out in .
canoes and tents. Our days followed a
pattern. We awoke at 7 and | eft the camp-
site at 9:30 or 10. Wetook an hour off for
lunch, and usually made camp by 6in the
evening. It wasapleasant,wmpanionable |
existence. Everyone had a role top per-
form; experienced and unexperienced
alike pitched in with remarkably little di-
rection.

Canoeing, especialy long-distance |
wildernesscanoeing with its emphasis on
20-miledays. is not intellectually taxing,
Rhythmical ,steady, plodding, thejobisto
get from point A to point B without major
mishap. Cold wesather and rainstormsare |
vexations, but not unbearable ones. Head
winds become the real enemy--they can
keepyouinyour tentfor daysonendinthe
northernlatitudes. Portages, of any length.
havenovirtueandshouldbe avoidedatany |
cost.

On our 10th day we came uponour first
and only rapids--aset of eight that stepped
down for 30 miles through a low-walled
limestonecanyon. Wetook twodaysto run
them. | have been shooting whitewater all
my life, and never have completely mas-
tered theskill. My stomachalwaysheaves
abit asthecanoeisdrawn into the smoot|

tongue of current above the first drop._| |

"Dancing horses™ the natives used to call
thefoaming waters. Thoughthey werenot |
difficult by the standards of the South
Nahanni River or the Coppermine River
(both in Canada's Northwest Temtories), |
westill approached therapidswithcaution.
Wescouted each onein turn, and portaged |
our packs and gear around several before
attempting the canoerun. ]

There were no mishaps, except that |
Lunsford and Seidl swampedseveral times |
because their spray cover didn't fit their
canoe. Theweather continued tobeexcep-
tionally hot, so the 45-degreewater posed
no threat of hypothermia.

The Arctic paddlers enjoy unusually
warm weather as they drift through a
rugged gorge on the Horton.

We were 110 miles north of Horton |

Lake before the wind changed. "'A tail
wind,” Vaughan yelped upon emerging
from histent that morning. "Wecansail."
LIntil then we had either paddied with no
wind at all or faced aslighthead windfrom
the northwest. Now the wind had swung
wround to the south, and our " great experi-
mlent" could takeplace: sailing intheBar-
ren Lands.

Vaughan and Poggenpohl, both experi-
enced in racing ocean sailboats, took
charge. Vaughanhadbrought along aspin-
naker. Welashed our four canoestogether
st thegunwal es with bungee cords, and he
rigged amast--al16-foot black sprucepole
s2cured toaseatinonedof theinsidecanoes.
%\ mm lines ("not ropes, Hoyt," they
riminded me) every whichway aroundour
“gquadramaran” and set sail, using our
raddlesin the stem as rudders..

| was alittle skeptical about the whole
usiness. What would Jack London have
#aid? A sleek multistriped product of the
DuPont Corp. fluttering through the Bar-
rans--it Seemed toviolatecaste. But on the
cther hand,every yard wesailedwasayard
wredidn't haveto paddie.

We sdiled contently north, a 10-knot
Ereeze at our backs, eating peanut butter
snd jelly sandwiches and telling heroic
rales of our youth. We saw no animals
during this 40-mile stint, our one day of
=ailing. Even thearcticterns,usualy fear-
Izss, swooped a good distance away from
Lhis frightening apparition.

On July 30 at about 4 p.m. we reached
Coal Creek. Wehad paddled25milessince
breakfast. Herel expected to fulfill one of

my goal sfor thetrip: tofind theremainsof
the cabin in which explorer Vihjalmur
Stefansson had lived during the winter of
1911-12.

Stefanssonisoneof my heros. Bornin
Manitoba in 1979, he grew up in North
Dakota. He entered Harvard University as
adivinity student, but soon fell under the
spell of Frederic Ward Putnam in the an-
thropology department.

Explorer, scientist, Eskimo linguist.
teacher and anthropologist. Stefansson
first went to the Arctic in 1906; after that.
he lived there almost continuously until
1917. Hecaused astir with his book ™ The
Friendly Arctic" by asserting that the
North was not brutal and inhospitable, as
most believed, but decently manageable
for thosewho took thetime tostudy native
waysof dress, travel, diet and housing. He
thwrized that the" blond" Eskimosadf the
western Arcticwereinfact offspringof the
Vikings who had migrated westward to
CoronationGulf inthedaysfollowing Leif
Ericsson’s explorations. Stefansson was
highly individualistic, both in his
fieldwork and in print. He was a splendid
loner.

Inhisjournal, Osgood noted that heand
two companionshad spent aday searching
before they found the explorer's hut. His
descriptionof itslocation was vague, and
Stefansson's own book "' Living With the
Eskimo" aso left some doubt about the
site. Nevertheless, | wasconfident that we
wuld find it. Coa Creek was mostly dry
because of lack of rain. We beached the
canoes and headed inward.

After wehad walkedfor an hour, Luns-




ford found the cabin--or, to be exact, the
baseboardsand uprights that remained. It
wason thenorthbank of Coal Creek, 1.000
yards upstream from the Horton River.
This was an exciting moment. Here
Stefanssonand his nativecompanions had
"wintered over" 75 years ago. They had
used this 8-by-12-foot log hut as a base
campfor hunting and exploring. Ther ui ns
suggested that it was double-walled and
thicklyinsulated.lt evenhad afl agpol eout
front. A narrow, gravelike indentation
indicated aconvenience: anicebox setinto
the permafrost.

Neighboring black spruce trees were
cut off four feet above the ground, imply-
ing that the cabin had been built after the
f i t deep snowfall. Stefansson had posi-
tioneditfacing southto catch what meager
sunlight thearctic winter permitted. It was
built only a short distance from an older
course, now dry, of Coa Creek. So
Stefanssonwoul dhavehad quick accessby
snowshoe to the Horton River, where he
could cut holesthroughtheicefor fishing.

| poked around in the moss and pine
needlesthatcoveredthedirtfloorandcame
upwithadiscardedtobaccotin, brownwith
rust and battered with time, that had been
fashioned into a candleholder. Raymont
proclaimed it an old tin can--""they're all
over theNorth" --buttomeit wasanimpor-
tantartifact, only ashadel essval uable than
the Rosettastone.

Dinnerinthebushisasolemnoccasion.
After wehad paddledforsix toeight hours,
God help the cook who screws up; fortu-
nately, it's difficulttodamagefreeze-dried
food. We've come along way since the
'60s and ’70s, when camping-food pack-
agers aimed their products at fearful sur-
vivalists. Now you can buy dozensof deli-
cious entrees, including avast assortment
of gourmet camping foods. And a good
spice kit almost always guarantees suc-
cess.

Our group had high culinary standards-
-wedemanded better than thegranolabars,
acorns and bark you see hikers eating on
the Appalachian Trail. Canoes, after dl,
can carry more food than backpacks.
Three-alarm chili with homemade corn
bread, shrimp Newburg, tinned ham with
cherry sauce and wild rice, and chicken
curry with five separate condiments were
all four-starmeals. Linguini, beef strogan-
off and turkey tetrazzini were aclose sec-
ond. Fish were plentiful, and we supple-
mented many meals with grayling. One
day, while we were still on Horton Lake,

Atjourneys end: Arctic paddlers posebeforetheirfloatplanenear wherethe Horton

dumps into the Arctic Ocean.

we caught a half-dozen trout, including a
shonstrous 25-pounder. We ate like kings
that night, and fish chowder livened up the
aext several lunches.

The only real gastronomic disaster
zamme on our 14th night. The weather had
urned sour, andall day wefoughta20 mph
fleed wind that brought intermittent rain.
“Theair temperaturehoveredinthemid-40s
and the river was just as cold. Despite a
decent current, we weremaking very little
progress. Very discouraging. Sowepulled
off theriver,looking forward toawarming
fireand a grand spaghetti dinner.

It was not to be. Even though | had
wriple-wrapped it back in Buffalo, the spa-
ghetti was soaked. What we had was one
giant massof pasta. My comrades' advice
on how to restoreit was less than subtle.
“The rain, and the complaints, increased
steadily. Then the soup burned and, worst
of al, we were running short on bourbon.
The final indignity came when the dinner
ient blew down on our heads. Exasperated,
Raymont grabbed the ax, dammed the
huge hunk of spaghetti down on an over-
iurned canoe and whacked the pasta into
pieces. Not stylish but practical.

Finally, we ate our dinner and went to
fled--but not for long. A gust of wind
ilickeduponedf the unsecured canoesand
blew it 30feetinto theriver. Wearinglong
_ohns, we piled frantically into the other
<anoes and retrieved it. We missed our
sedtime story, a nightly reading from
Algernon Blackwood's northern classic
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"TheWindigo." Ithad beenal ong evening.

We paddled 300 milesin 16 days, butin
theend wefell short by several daysof our
goal of Franklin Bay and the ArcticOcean.
We flew back to civilization on another
chartered plane.

The Horton is a magnificent river--
intimate, isolated, uninhabited. It isfull of
vivid memoriesfor me: fatigueand resto-
ration,laughter and loneliness,delightand
despondency. But mainly it aboundswith
thejoy of beingwith good friendsonagreat
adventure.

Around one of our last campfires,
Seidl--this summer's Robert Service--re-
turned to hisfavoritequirky folk song.

Now, fresh lizard's dandy for dinner
Served with kumquatsand wild rice,
And poached lizard's tasty in pastry,
And even smoked lizard isnice.

Bul eat it the day that you kill it,

Or bury it deep in a hole;

For leftover lizard getsrancid,

And could poison the heartiest soul.



Bad breaksin CodaRica

Getting hurt in aforeign
country presentsan
unusual array of
hardships..but where else
would you be served
bananasin the
ambulance?

by OliviaBarton

| was running out of air and out of
choices. My kayak had flipped upside
downin theturbulentwhitewater of Costa
Ricas Rio Reventazon. My paddle
dragged beneath me, scraping the rocky
river bottom.

Ashard asl struggled, | couldn't pull it
to the surface above the surging waves.
Therewasnocalm eddy downstream, only
more rocks and swift current.

If I couldn't roll up pretty soon. | would
have to push myself free of the boat, to

1 comeupfor air and facetheconsequences.

Late October is the end of the rainy
seasoninCostaRica. It's agood timetor un
rivers in this Central American country
where the water is warm and the scenery
spectacular.

I'd planned a vacation here to kayak
three riversin agroup of 14 experienced
paddlersfrom theSouth and Midwest. Two
expertsfrom North Carolinawould be our
river guides. aCostaRican outfitterwould
providethe boatsand raft support.

| knew we would run riversthat carve
intorugged mountain gorgeswherewater-
falls tumble through lush green jungle.
We'd see volcanoes. iguanas and parrots
and maybe monkeys, all from an exciting
whitewater roller coaster.

But, | didn't count on adramaticriver
rescue that would land me in a hospital
where almost no one spoke English.

Modeling a low-volume PFD for the
leg? Nt quite. Olivia awaits rescue
while perched on areck in themiddle
of the Rio Reventazon.

My friendsthought | wasnutstogoin
the first place. What about insurgents?
What if you get hijacked? What about
snakes?What if you get hurt?

Costa Rica hasno army and its presi-
dent, Oscar Arias, just won the Nobel
Peace Prizefor his peace plan for Central
America Therewaslittlechance of being
seized by insurgents. About as much
chanceof being hijacked.

And there was little chance of stum-
bling upon one of Costa Rica's deadliest
snakes, the Fer-de-Lance. In thefour days
wespent paddlingtheRioGeneral . wesaw
only onesnake--aboaconstrictor wrapped
around atreelimb hanging over theriver.
He seemed content to mind his own busi-



ness.

Besides, the Rio General made good
one its promises. The rapids were chal-
lenging, but fun And, thejunglewithits
waterfalls and weird sounds was exotic
and eerie.

I never worried about insurgents or

again, but | wasbouncing backward against
the chop.

Seconds later, | wasslappedover again,
this time against therocks. | tried desper-
aely to pull the paddleup, but theriver just
sucked it down in the wave troughs.

Out of air, | popped the sprayskirt that

called out for help.

It was just beforenoon. | would spend
asmall eternity--more than two hourson
that rock beforemy fellow boaterswould
be able to rescue me. It would be seven
hoursbeforel reached ahospital.

Eric Nies, onedf thetrip leaders, was

snakes. But, with any outdoor
sport, there's alwaysarisk of
getting hurt.

I'd even joked aboutit with
my w-workers. 1'd left my
rent check at the office and
asked them tomail it if some-
thing happened to me.

On the morning we drove
to the Rio Reventazon,| kid-
dingly told my friend Cathy
Weil where 1I'd hidden my
jewelry. Shelaughed. But, she
wasalittle nervouslikel was.

Stuff.

From the dirt mountain-§
road leading to the put-in, the
Reventazon looked like a
muddy torrent racing down a
deep green gorge toward the
Atlantic Ocean. From far
away, we could see thecrash-
ing waves.

The thick maze of jungle
that tangled the river banks
offered no refuge and seem-
ingly, no way out. |

There were 16 of usin |l
kayaks, plus araft which car-
ried lunch, tworaft guidesand
a group o Chinese people
from San Jose who'd never
been whitewater rafting.

Once em the river, mes

Costa Rican rivers like the Rio Reventazon offer Tush tropical
scenery. Unfortunately, they are difficult to evacuate.

among the first to reach me
with a first aid kit. He and
Tom Massing, a physician's
assistant from Washington
D.C., gingerly did my leg
into a knee-high inflatable
bag. The pressuredf the beg
eased the pain.

For the next few hours,
Tomkept thebaginflated and
kept mecompany ontherock,
dong with our mutual D.C.
friend Ed Gilliland. We told
some jokes.

Meanwhile, the raft with
the Chinese people came
flying down the river. |
shouted to the raft guides.
Chuck Champe and Mara
L overidge, hoping they could
| paddieover. | figured theraft
was my only way out.

But Chuck and Marawere
having problems with the
Chinese who were excited
and frightened. They
couldn't make them under-
stand in English or Spanish
that they should paddle.

The raft careened past me

and disappeared.

By now, our group was
spread out up and down the

river, The other group leader,
Mary Hipsher, had chased

would be committed for the
next 12 miles.

| felt thenagging fear of the unknown
creep into a pit in my stomach as |
squeezed intothecockpit of thesleek, red
kayak.

At first, the river seemed to be just
continuous, smacking waves. We fol-
lowed each other one a a time, staying
close to theright bank.

We'd paddled maybe a quarter mile
when the river suddenly got steeper and
rockier. forming bigger drops, bigger
holes, bigger waves.

My heart was pounding when | got
knocked upside down. | held my breath
and reached my paddle for the surface.
With a broad sweep, | rolled upright

sealed meinto thecockpit. Water gushedin
asl kicked my way out of the boat and came

up gasping.

Downstream, the river broke into two
channelsaroundasmall rocky idand. | hung
onto the boat and tried to push it to shore.
But the current was much too powerful. It
slammed me feet first into therocks.

What | saw whenl lookeddown made me
let go of the boat. It quickly disappeared
downriver.

My left foot dangledlimply. Theimpact
with therockshad brokenmy ankle.| stared
atitindisbelief. Fighting theurgetocry, |
crawled onto the nearest exposed rock and
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after . my boat. She would
spend the next few hours downstream

with two otherswho went to tell her what
happened.

My friend Cathy had also taken aspill
and lost her boat. She was badly shaken.
but safe on the right bank. Most of the
other kayakersmanaged toland safely on
my island.

From there, Eric began organizing the
rescueeffort which included thedifficult
task of getting theraft back upstream and
theuncertaintask of finding away out of
thegorge.

About haf amile or so downstream,
Chuck and Mara finaly pulled the raft
over to the right bank and deposited the
Chinesein the jungle. Chuck sent Mara



back threugh #%¢ dense undergrowith W
find s:path badk w the pus-in. Eric, msan-
while, had gorre 6 exglese the lefi side.

Her tegs scratched and scraped, Mara
climbed up to anarrow dirt mad whereshe
Foufid 4 mhan walling with asmal| boy ad
ahorse.

"They lived clese by in ashack. The
man said there wasma way back. But. he
saidiher oad led to a sseall town. | askedif
he hadan ox-cart," said Mara, who speaks
fluent Spamish.

He éidn’t havé mm ox-cart, but he had
seenn same, men down the road picking
bananas and owitivating pejibeye, a red
fruit. One of thesh ked atruck. Hisname
was Eduardo.

He would {sks me to Turrialba, the
nearest iowa Wherel could getacab to the
hospital in $es Jose: No problem, he told
Mara.

The problem was getting me off the
island. The raft could only be moved up-
stream’ a few yards at a time because the
eurrem was 5o strong andt he raft got stuck
in holes.

"Wehad & keep climbing over trees.
Some msm willi machetes helped us clear
out the jungle se we could carry the raft
up,” said Catltty.,

| was relieved when 1ceuld finally see
the Nft.By this time, | wasfeeling punchy
and dehydrated.

I showed my ftierds how to wawve with-
out getting tiwéd if you're ever in mparade
or swanded em a rivet. My friend Lois
Sparks who marched in New York's
Macy's parade. saaght me this;

Elbow, elbow, wrist, wrist. Elbow, el-
bow wrist, wrist.

Twas auts. The tropiesl sun and the pain
wer e working @ me. | didn’t know what
was going to happen to me.

When #he raft was lined up even with
the idand, the guys took turns making a
cheir with their @i and carried mecare-
fully over the ropes to t he raft. Then, they
pulled the raft withrepes to theright bank.

It was there I gulped down a bunch of
fruit juice andmet and his brother,
Befnardo:

Their skirts W open to the waist and
stained from work, They wore wide-
brimmed hats and moustaches.

Eduardo dreve the iruck, withonedf the
Chirese wmmem up front. Shed had
encugh of theTiver. Bematdo climbedinto

the wooden Hatbed with me, proppod up |
Cathy, Mara |

against the ceb, aleng with
and tht banamas. |

Thewinding road out of thegorgewas |

rocky andsteep. Atonepoint, Cathy's eyes

_jugt about popped out. "Don't look," she

told me. ""We're going over awaterfall.”

The water showered off acliff and ran
over the road. | could see the stream
throughthedatsin theflatbed as thetruck
clambered over some boulders.

Near therim of thegorge, wecametoa
[ittle towncalled Tucurrique. That's where
Bemardo got off with thebananas. He lived
there. Thetownhad afew small housesand
astore. Thereweredogsandchildren play-
ing along thedirt road and men on horse-
back.

MLady, you're going to have
to move, This is where we put

~— the fragile baggage."'

We continued'on, past fields of sugar

»one Where two screws and pin now held

ny ankletogether.
Thenursecamequickly, greetingmein

he only Spanish | could understand,

“Buenos dias."

"Pain," | toldher."I'm inalot of pan."
"Peepee?' she asked, holding up the
sedpan. "'Poo poo?” | shook my head. We
weren't getting anywherefast and theache
was becoming unbearable.

I motioned to thecloset for my daypack
which contained a Spani sh phrasebook for
travellers. The cover boasted. 1200
phrases--2000 useful words." Surely pain
is auseful word.

| thumbed to the doctor section and

| Foud it. “Tengo un dolor agui. | have a
| _panhere

The nurse's eyes widened and she

i dashed from the room.

cane and coffee plantations. We forded a |

tributary of theReventazon.| shutmy eyes.

I'm not surehow faritwastoTurrialba. #

It took us almost two hours to get there.
Eduardodidn't wantany money. | insisted.
For thegas, Maratold him
Weleft Cathy and the Chinese woman

in Turrialba. They would wait for the oth-
ersto get off theriver.

Marabargainedwithacabdriver totake
us to thehospital, another twohours away
in San Jose. It wasstarting toget dark. I'd
had nothing for the pain.

The hospital emergency room wasado-
it-yourself sort of place. Rafagl Gallo, our
CostaRican outfitter, met usthere. Heand
Mara had to carry me in and whedl me
downto X-ray. Therewasn't an orderlyin
sight.

Mara, who's about fivefeet tall and 100
pounds, lifted me onto the X-ray table
while Rafael held meleg.

TheX-ray wasbad news. Theanklewas
broken in three places. Circulation was
being cut-off, thedoctortol dmein Spanish
with Rafael trandating. | needed surgery
within the hour. 1t'd been almost eight
hours since the accident. | had barely
enoughtimeto call home.

The hospital room was pitchdark when
thethrobbingin my leftleg wokemefrom
a deep. drugged sleep. | fumbled around
thenightstandfor thelight and squinted at
my watch. It was4 am.

| pressed a button. hoping it would
bring a nurse. The pain was deep in the
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Later in themorning | got afew phone

| calls. Mom and Dad. My boss, Congress-

man Tom Bevill and his wife Lou. My
friend Brian O’Malley whowantedtosign
my cast, "'l break for rocks™

Then, the phonerang and aman with a
Britishaccent explained to methat hewas
on vacation at the beach in Costa Rica.
He'd caught somekind of virus and had a
stomachache and a headache. What did |
advise?

"Who do you think you're talking to?*
| asked hi m " Thedoctor,"” hereplied.

"I'm thepatient. | brokemy ankleinthe
Rio Reventazon and cameout on abanana
truck. How did you get me?" | asked.

"They told meto cal this hospital and
ask for someone who spoke English.”" he
sighed.

Thechaplainwastheonly personl met
in two days at the hospital who spoke
English. She brought me the New Testa-
ment in Englishand Spanish. Her comment
onmy injury was ""Suchislife

Later, Rafael. Eric and Mary brought
meaT-shirt.It says: "Suchislifein Costa
Rica" | woreit home.

Going through customsin Miami, an
arline employee who was pushing my
wheelchair backed me up against a wall
whilehe went to get my luggage.

A few minuteslater, a skycap cameup
and said, ""Lady, you're going to have to
move. This is where we put the fragile

baggage.”
Suchislife.



NC boats cont.

through their rafting. advertising, their
catalog and outdoor travel programs. It's a
real class act--incrediblefor the sport.”

Ambler also has a deep affection for
North Carolina—-and it's easy to under-
stand why. HiS shopislocatedright on the
banks of the Watauga, one of the South's
premier class5rums.

"Thisareais definitely on theedge d
the backwoods,” Ambler concedes..but
right on the cutting edge of boat building
technology and design.

Grand river cont.

this sense, there's not much difference
between squirtersand those mountaineers
who climb cliffs with nothing other than
chalk dust, lycratightsandclimbingshoes-
-you're reducing everything to bareessen-
tials. It's between your athleticability and
theriver's savagecaprice.

Sure, the boats are brightly paintedin
metal flakewith col orsthat would never be
found in nature (for some reason purple
and orange tones seem to be a favorite
among squirtboaters). Emerging asthehot
accessory are aerodynamic bicycling hel-
mets painted in metal flake to match the
paddler's boat design. All sub-cultures
strive todefinetheir ownidentity, toseize
upon something which distinguishes them
totheoutsideworld. Squirtershaveseized
uponoutrageousequipment astheirinstru- |
ments. In this sense squirting is like be-
longing to a punk street gang.

Punks or athletes?It's redly both sides
of thecoin. Both groupslive by their wits
ontherazor edgeof what they they thinkis
possibleand what theworld aroundthemis
doggedly saying can't bedone. Bothsides
a so crave the respectability which popu-
larity brings. But while the athleteis al-
ready laudedin our soci ety, punksbecame
respectableonly when Billy Idol brought
them into the mainstream. Most squirters
seethemselvesasBillyldols, takingsome-
thing most people thought wasjust aweird
offshoot and bringingit to the attention of
the masses by sheer brilliance.

It's this audacity, this athletic willing-
ness to take chances and defy the tradi-
tional wisdom of a boat as something that
you want to alwaysseeridingontop of the
water, that really sets squirting apart.

To the participantsin the Canyon trip.

-of their status as a boating subculture--a
celebration of their own wild achieve-
ments. It served as arite of passage for
squirting.  Undoubtedly, there will be
more, but for thetimebeing, thechallenge
issuedwasmet. Now it's timeto scopeout
the next set of impossibilities.

Squirt review cont.

prehensible, but there are some true mys-
tery moves in the philosophy department.
Someexamples:

""Oblivion charcs aways leave you
short of your goal becauseoblivion, by its
very nature, isunobtainable.”

"A river isasymbol of thetimefunction
applied to thestablefactorsof anenviron-
ment. It teaches us to pursuetheinfiite
detail while accepting the perfect flaw.”

Thankfully, Snyder advises the reader
not to et such philosophical gems™getin
your way. They're only wordsandiit's only
water."

waterborne barnstormers seem to haver
acquired firs and gills. In squirting, the
boater** can becomedizzy with potential as
water, air andmetal flakecombineinsurre-
alistic scenarios.” And remember, "The
power of thecharc isall that counts."

the expedition representeda confirmation
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Thefeeling that dominatesthe book is |,
the sheer joy of the stunt pilot. Thesé |
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Olson cont...

(Atthebeginning of theperiod, 162 hydro-
electric plants were aready under con-
struction.) In 1986 FERC received 27 new
applications. The numbers do not include
the requests to refurbish some of the
nation's 60, 000existing dams. The recent
spate of proposal sarisesfromamendments
tothe Federal Power Actthat, among other
things, giveprivatedevel operstherightsof
eminentdomai nand providefederal subsi-
diesfor hydro projects. Without such arti-
ficial price supports, furnishedby the tax-
payer, many proposed dams would be un-
economicand would thereforenot bebuilt.

The laws governing hydroelectricity
arecomplex and thetechnical issuesoften
incomprehensible. Consequently, some
basic issues get obscured, including
whether a proposed dam might have irre-
versible effects on the ecological, aes-
thetic, cultural, historical, archeological,
and recreational qualitiesof theriver. Nor
does the FERC application process ade-
quately eval uatetheeconomicbenefitsof a
river kept in its natural condition, even if
the river supports commercia activity
such asrafting.

WhileFERC isthe agency that formally
sanctionsthepermanental terationof many
of our remaining natural waterways, there
isnoequival entagency whosesolemission
istosafeguardthem. Thisabsenceof abal-
anced oversight is unusual in anation that
otherwise cherishes its natural resources.
The national timber crop is watched over
by the United States Forest Service, our
park lands by the National Park Service,
our agrarian estate by the Soil Conserva
tionService, our endangered speciesby the
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the public
property by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. Even the oceans and air have their
own stewards, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administrationand theEnvi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

Conservationists,ironically, are part of
the problem. Larger non-profit organiza-
tionshavetended to giveriversshort shrift.
And local groups have understandably
concentratedonly onsel ectedriverswithin
a limited geographic domain. We at
American Rivers, a national organization
devoted exclusively to protecting free-
flowingrivers, freely admit our frustration
at not being able to develop atruly trans-
national programto preservein perpetuity
a modest number of our country's finest
rivers, whetherimportant to acommunity,

dtate, region, or the nation as awhole, and
whether significant for ecologic, recrea-
tional, geologic, historic, cultural, scenic
O economic reasons.

Conservationistsmust renew theeffort
to designate Wild and Scenic Rivers, to
fulfill thesystemat 60, 000miles. And we
mustinitiateaseparatesystemaimedat the
3millionmiles never envisioned for such
designation, the unprotected community
rivers. To preserveamodest sampleof the
latter across Americawill requirethe ac-
tionof every state. in acoordinated nation-
wideeffort to establishaTranscontinental
Community Rivers system. Unlike the
Wildand ScenicRiverssystem, whichwas
created to preserve nationally important
rivers, the Community Rivers system
wouldencouragetheprotectionof selected
streamsof local and regional significance,
howeverlargeor small, wildor docile. The
ideaisto complement theWild and Scenic
River system by crisscrossing the nation
with a network of community rivers pro-
tected from overdevel opment.

American Rivers lists
endangered rivers

American Rivers, one of the country's
respected river conservation organiza-
tions, hasincludedfour notablewhitewater
streamsinits annual ten most endangered
riverslist.

Includedon thelist are:

--Oregon's Klamath River where a
$500 million hydroelectric power dam
proposed by the City of Klamath Falls
threatenstheoutstandingyear-roundboat-
ing and rafting.

--California's American River where
the Army Corpsof Engineersproposesthe
building of ahuge"dry" dam aspart of a
flood control program. Althoughthe Corps
insists the dam would only be filled in
times of flood, American Rivers suspects
the proposed single-purposedam could be
easily upgraded to a multi-purpose dam
whichwouldinundate40 milesof canyon.

--Colorado's Animas River where a
hugeirrigationproject would divert much
of theflow of the Animas and of thedown-
stream San Juan River.

--New York's Black River where sev-
eral proposed hydroelectric plants till
threatento destroy one of thefew North-
eastern stretchesof summer whitewater.

American Riversalso named an honor-
able mention list of endangered rivers
which includes considerableother signifi-
cant whitewater runs. Making the honor-
able mention list are New York's
Oswegatchie and Genesee; Californias
Smithand Lower Kern; Idaho's Snakeand
SouthFork of the Payette; West Virginia's
Gauley; Colorado's Yampa; Michigan's
Crystal; and New Mexico's Rio Chama.
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AMERICAN CANOE ASSOCATION
SAFETY COMMITTEE ACCIDENT REPORT

Please mail to: ACA, Box 248, Lorton, VA, 22079. Atten: Safety Chairman.

[0 FATAL ACCIDENT

Tnformation on Victim:

H NEAR MISS

Information on the River:

Run River Before?

Partner (if any)

Difficulty (I-V1)

MName Name of Kiver
N County

Height Weight Section

LT s Level: Low Med High Hood

Physical Condition Weather.

Swimming Ability Flow ft/els at

Paddling Experience Temp: Water Air

Conditions at site

Information on Boat:

Type Boat

Information on Gear.

Item:

(K-1, C-1, C-2, Open Canoe, Raft;
Paddle or Oar, etc. Be specific!)

Victim PFD

Victim Welsuit

Length Model
“Mgnulaiurer

eaaiinn: T Silpusie O Timbprealy

O p— ] AT |

Any modilications?

Ownership:  Own Boat

Rented

Check appropriate phrases:

O Private trip

Club sponsored trip
School sponsored trip
Commercial trip

Inadequate equipment
Equipment failure
Lack of rescuc equip.
licalth problem

a00c oOo

FaddTing alone
FFFFD not worn
Wind and waves
No running lights
Bad weather
Hypolhcrmia
Alcohol abuse
Drug abuse

[0 Boat overloaded
for conditions

ooOgOgOoco

7 Bia OHTeT Gear

Borrowed

Victim Helmet
Group Throwline

Group First Aid

<
&
z
o

o o0Oo0ooo
B OO0OO0Oo

Stolen Comment on any equipment failure.

0 Training trip
O Daytrip
O Overnight trip
O Expedition
[0 Head injury:
O No helmet
0 Helmet worn
O Lack 8 AT rescue
skills
O WEsgwme group

rescue training

O Collision w/olher
craft

8 Collision w/fixed
object

0O Swamping

0 Capsizing

000 gaagooodd

0O Pow planning
[0 Bad judgement
C Inexperience
D Inadeauate skills
Flush-drowning
Kan low i
Recirculated in hole
Pinned in strainer
Pinned in [l
Foot entrapient
Lincounter with mees
Undereut rock involved

Group sizc loo small

Absence of rescue equip.
Group sizc oo large

AM/PM

Other info: Date of accident

Leader's Name

Party Size

Person Filing Report

Address

Phone Number

Use this form to help gather information. Although it alone is helpful, written statementsare
more useful to the work of the Committee.
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Adirondack Mt. Club Schenectady
¢/0 Ken Robbins

21 Beechwood Dr.

Burnt Hills. NY 12027

Altegheny Canoe Club
¢/0 Walt Pilewski

755 W Spring St.
Titusville, PA 16354

Antioch Kayak Club

¢/0 Karl Mahle

P.E. Dept Antioch College
Yeliow Spring. OH 45387

Appatachian Mt. Club
Connecticut Chapter
¢/o0 Richard Ploski

29 Hardwick Rd
Farestwifle; CT 06010

Appalachlan Mt. Club

NY-NO. J Chap. Canoe Comm.
% Braley. 64 Lupine Way
Stirling, NJ 07980

Ashvllle YMCA Kayak Club
c’/0 Charles Hines

30 Woodfin St.

Ashviile, NC 28801

Beartooth Paddler's Socilety
¢/0 Keith Thompson

1171 N. 10 St.

Laramie, WY 82070

Beartooth Paddler's Society
€70 Michael Maxwell

4440 Toyon Dr

Billings. MT 59106

Birmingham Canoe Club
BOx 951
Birmingham. AL 35201

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave
St Paui, MN 55119

Buck Rldge Skl Club
c/0 Jay E Bradbury
1024 Carolyn Cr

WiEsl Chester, PA 19380

Canoe Club 01 Gr. Harrisburg
c/o0 Walt Sieger

2747 N 4th st

Harrishurg, PA 17110

Canoe Cruisers Assoc. of
Greater Washington, D.C. Inc.
P.O Box 572

Arlington. VA 22216

Castillo. Larry
2224 SW 24 St
Miami, Fia 33145

Chicago Whitewater Association
c/o Marge Ctine

1343 No Portage

Palantine, 1L 60067

Clinton River Canoe School
23705 Audrey
Warren. M1 48091

Coastal Canoeists, Inc.
P O Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Whitewater Assoc.
7600 E Arapahoe
Englewood, CO 80112

Dragonfly Designs
Bcx 468T
Geyserville, CA 95441

Eastern Montana College
Outdoor Program

¢/0 Mark Polakoff Box 570
Billings, MT 59101

Explorer Post 2001
¢/0 James A. Hasse
11627 So. Arbor Dr.
Houston. TX 77089

Explorer Post 999

c/0 R. Steve Thomas, Jr.
3509 W. Colonial Dr.
Hopewell, VA 23860

Farmington Hills P&R Canoe &
Kayak

c/o David Justus

31555 Eleven Mile Rd
Farmington Hills, M| 48018

Foothill Canoe Club
PO Box 10664 F S
Greenville, SC 29603

Furman, Dr. Richard
702 State Farm Rd
Boone. NC 28607

G.LO.P.

c/o James Tibensky
1510 Lombard Ave
Berwyn, ILL 60402

Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
PO Box 7023
Atlanta. GA 30357

Hoosier Canoe Club
c/o0 Jerry Schoditsch
6418 Bramshaw Rd.
Indianapolis. IN 46220

Idaho Alpine Club
P O Box 2885
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

Idaho State University
Qutdoor Prog.

c/0 Ron Watters

Box 8118 ISU
Pocatello, ID 83209

Idaho Whitewater Assoc.
c/0 Rob Lesser

1812 N. 21st

Boise. ID 83702

KCCNY

mma Phyllis Horowitz
PO Box 329
Phoriecia, NY 12464

Keel-Hauler Canoe Club
B O Box 30094
Middleburg Hgts OH 44130

Kennebec Sewer Runners
¢/0 Paul FEm=ian

RFD #1 Box 5240
Skowhegan, ME 04976

Keyston Raft and Kayak Adv.
Box 1486
valdez, AK 99686

Ledyard Canoe Club
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH 03755

Lower Columbia Canoe Club
Box 40210
Portland, OR 97240

Mason-Dixon Canoe Cruisers
¢/0 Ron Shanhoitz

222 Pheasant Trail
Hagerstown, MD 21740

Meramec River Canoe Club
Earl C Biffle

26 Lake Rd

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o James Jackson

38 Beebe Lane
Merrimack, NH 03054

Metropolitan Canoe
& Kayak Club

c/o N.A. Payne

Box 1868

Brooklyn. NY 11202

Minnesota Canoe Assoc., Inc.
Box 14207 University Station
Minneapolis. MN 55414

Monocacy Canoe Club
Box 1083
Frederick, MD 21701

Monoco Canoe Club, Inc.
¢/0 Tom Buckard

456 Steuben Ave.

Forked River, NJ 08731

National Org. River Sports

c o Mary McCurdy, Ed

Box 6847

Colorado Springs. CO 80934

New Waves Kayak Club
Smith, Morgan

2644 Bonnie Brae
Casper, WY 82601

Mornoco Canoe Club, Inc.
c¢/o Tom Buckard

301 Qakdale St

Toms River, NJ 08757

Northern Arizona Paddlers Club
c/0 James Rolf

PO Box 1224

Flagstaff, AZ 86002

Northern New York Paddlers
Rox 228
Schenectady. NY 12308

Northern Vermont Canoe Cruisers
mmm Alan Roberts

Box 826 Wetlington 57
Coichester, VT 05446

Ozark Wilderness Waterways
Club

PC HEE 16072

Kansas Citv. M €4112

Outdoor Adventure Club
c o Rodman 2 TOETOWE
2845 Liberty Eliterton R
Dayton OH 45418

Penobscot Paddle & Chowder Soc
mmm Adrion Humphreys

20 Forest Ave

Orono, ME 04473

Philadelphia Canoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave
Philadeiphia. PA 19128

Raw Strength & Courage Kayake
Jerry Gluck

1230 Astro Dr #B2022

Ann Arbor, M| 48103-6165

Redwood Paddlers
¢/o John Farison
6794 Clara Lane
Foreslville. CA 95436

Rutgers Univ. Outdoor CI.
P O Box 231

¢/o Robert Markley

New Brunswick, NJ 083903

Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter
c/o David Kim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose CA 95117

Telluride Navy
P.O. Box 888
Telluride. CO 81435

Tenn Valley Canoe Club
Box 11125
Chattanooga. TN 37401

Tennessee Valley Authority
Forestry Library
Norris. TN 37828

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
Box 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Toledo River Gang
¢/o Jim Hock

320 Cyril St.
Toledo. OH

Triad River Runners

912 Bellview St

c/0 Glenn Creamer
Winston-Salem, NC 27103

U of M Outdoor Prog.
U of Montana. UC 164
Missoula, MT 59812

U-Wisconsin Hoofers Ciub
c/o Mike Sklavos

379N Jackson #3
Janesville, Wt 53545

Upper Delaware NS & RR
Box C
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Valdez Alpine Club

c/o Andrew Embick MD
P.O Box 1889

Valdez, AK 99686

WIMPS

c/o Bill Wang

66 Stat! Rd
Rochester. NY 14624

W-PAFB Outdoor
Adventurers Club

c/0 @@l D Jablove
2845 Liverty-Eiierton Rd
Dayton OH 45418

Wanda Canoe Club
¢'o F Trautmann
15 Beveridpe Rd
Mahwah NJ 07430

Wasatch Min Club

co i)

3155 Fghrana Dr

Salt Lake City, Bl 84106

Washington Kayak Club
PO Box 24263
Seattle. WA 98124

Wild-Water Rafting Club
Box 1523
York, PA 17405-1523

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
P.O Box 1062
Corvallis, OR 97331

WIlImington Trail Club
Box 1184
Witmington, DE 19899

ZC.P.F. and CK.C.
C70 Robert W Smith
10422 Tomkinson Dt
Scotts, MI 49088
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1110 Powderpeile Rood,
bashey, South Comnling 2900
{(B03) B59-7518
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