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There are a lot
or good kayaks...

—

Test paddling a wood-strip prototype of the Response.

We should know. The staff at Dagger were
deeply involved in the design, testing, and
manufacture of many of today's best selling
kayaks. We likely had a hand in the boat
you paddle. And it's probably a good boat.

Two years ago, Dagger burst onto the
scene with a line-up of canoes that
revolutionized whitewater canoeing. This
winter, we'll be introducing our first kayak,
a whitewater playboat called the
Response. And we know it cannot be
merely good, it must be exceptional! And
we believe it's just that. You see, we've
combined designer Steve Scarborough's
technical wizardry with our wealth of
experience with kayaks. The Response
prototypes have been extensively tested by
our staff, and by the likes of former
Olympians, rodeo champions, instructors
from top East and West coast kayak

schools, noted hair boaters, and, not
unimportantly, novice kayakers. We played
on eddy lines, surfed waves, did spins in
holes. We practiced rolls, ran gates, and of
course, compared the Response to many
other kayaks. Without exception, the
reaction was an unequivocal thumbs up!
Whether you're a squirt-boater looking for
a good plastic creek boat, or a more sane
paddler looking for the best playboat
available, don't buy any kayak until you've
tried the Response!

To find out more
about the

Dagger
Response, i3
drop us aline —_—

and we'll send

e P.O. Box 1500
you the latest  pariman, Tennessee 37748
poop. 615/882-0404
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FERC staff:
brain dead?

This news clipping recently
crossed my desk. Honest.

"Pin the Dam on the River"
was a game invented by the lawyers in
FERC's Hydroelectric Litigration Sec-
tion during their annual Christmas party.

According to eyewitnesses, the
game was played before a large mural
of a wilderness forest scene with a
whitewater river coursing through the
forest. Participants were blindfolded and
given a pin with a small paper dam
attached. Then, they were spun around
three times and pointed in the direction of the mural.

The FERC employee who got his or her dam closestto the river was the
winner.

I'm sure the FERC people have a rational explanation for this episode:

"Well, the Wild Turkey flowed like a Gauley release. Some of ourfolks got
drunker ‘n Hootie Owls and exercised badjudgment. But, boys willbe boys. We're
sure you wouldn't want us to get riled just because some of the guys made a joke
that was in questionable taste...”

Hell, why not? Sack the sonsabitches!

Any person stupid enough to be caught in such a compromising action
has got to be brain dead or hopped-up on very weird drugs. We don't needthem
fiilling public office.

These people are makingthe decisionsthat determine final uses of river
resources. A joke of this manner demonstrates a predisposition of opinion.

What would happen if a judge presiding over litigation involving a racial
matter was overheard making derisive remarks about Blacks? Or if an arbiter in
a sex-discrimination issue voiced demeaning comments about women?

The guilty FERC staffers should enjoy the same kind of reaction

After atwo issue hiatus, I'm back as editor. But then you probably didn't
notice | was gone. Bob Gedekoh and John Porterfieldturned in steller perform-

| “ancesin my place. American Whitewater remainedthe best semi-professional
whitewater magazine in the world.

The arrangement worked so well we're going to continue it. Bob, John
and I willtake turns as issue editors while I will serve as managing editor for every

Tedition--determining design, supervising production and making final editorial
i—decisions.
- —————|
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WHAT IS AMERICAN WHITEWATER ?

m e American Whitewater Affiliation(AWA) is anational organizationwitha membershipof
over 1300 whitewaterboating enthusiastsand more than50 local canoe club affiliates. The
AWA was organizedin 1961 to protectand enhance the recreationalenjoymentof whitewa-
ter sports in America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides information
and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and equipment.
CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors | |
potential threats to whitewaterriver resourcesthroughits "'River Watch" system, publishes
informationon river conservation, works with governmentagencies to protectand preserve
free-flowingwhitewaterrivers, and providestechnicaladvice to local groupsregarding river
management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual awards to individuals to
recognize exceptional contributions to river conservation and an annual "hydromania"
award torecognize the proposed hydroelectricpower project whichwoudl be most destruc-
tive of whitewater.

—___I. — e ———— —

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests and festivals to raise funds for river
conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual Gauley River
Festival in Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater boaters in the
nation, other than at international racing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety. publishes reports on whitewater accidents.and
maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers (he International
Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA Safety Code.

— e e e e e e e e e e e S e — e — —

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri **on-profit I |
corporation laws in 1961 and maintainsits principal mailing address at 146 N. Brockway,
Palatine iiinois, 60067. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the InternalRevenue |
Service under section401(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. Thecharterincludes
the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and preservation of Ameri-
can recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the wilderness character of
waterways through conservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife, and related resources;
promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness cruising and of white-water
sports.

i
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PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Except for membership services and the Executive Director

position, all AWA operations, includingpublicationof the bi-monthlymagazine, are handled
| by volunteers.

—
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Godly authority

Dear Chris,

Just an afterthought from the
Nov/Dec’s ""Salt Caves Refuseto Die,"
article. Was it my imaginationthat on a
PBS program done on the migration
upstream of salmon that when given
the choice to take an originalriverbed(!
believe it was on a Washington State
river) or take a newly dug canal route
skirting the dam blocking the original
river, lhe salmon stayed in the main
river below the dam. Many died as they
spenttoomuchtime attemptingto swim
upstream. Has the state of Oregon not
brought up subjects like this to FERC?

Who gives FERC such godly
authority to override the wishes of the
taxpayers who pay their salaries? I know
much is being done legally to prevent
much of what they're doing such as
relicensing and construction of dams,
but can we not fight for changes in the
FERC itself? Under whose direct au-
thority do they get their power?

Thanks. Great job with the
newsletter.

Sincerely,
Katrina Peterson
Chillicothe, OH

No sexism

To the Editor:

I read with disgust the letter
entitled "Sexist Pig Unmasked" and
your reply in the Nov/Decissue. Appar-
ently 1 must not have read the issue
involved carefully as I'm sure 1 would
have felt as outraged as the writer's
non-kayakingfriend did--what a terrible
example was sent to the nonpaddling
community. First of all, there are many
female boaters, especially in N. Caro-
lina; secondly, there is no excuse for
sexism--blatant or otherwise, anywhere.

You can be sure that if any
further material of thiskindis published
and I see it, I will no longer be an AWA
member or supporter.

I can't believe thisissue s still
alive and well in 1989.

Laura L. Helfman, M.D.
Sylva, NC

(Editor's reply: American Whitewater
does not condone sexism. Had you
carefully read the reply to the letter in
question, you would have noted that |
consider Gary Carlson's columns to
present a characterture of the male
whitewater paddler--a portrayal that
exposes macho stereotypes to ridicule.

Ipersonally think Gary dwells
too much on thedrinking habits of white-
water boaters. But if | get letters from
citizens concerned about drug abuse,
Il tell them the same thing I'm telling
you:Gary’'scharacteris no more rooted
in reality than Archie Bunker. Archie
was a sexist and a bigot--/ hated him.
But | still laughed at him once a week.
And onceinawhilehe causedmetore-
examine some of my own attitudes.

| appreciate your sensitivity
regarding this issue. But lhopeyou can
cut me a little slack. /f you were able to
read the issue in question without
immediately detecting the material as
offensively sexist, | also might have
difficulty identifying it.--c. koll)

Funny talk

Dear Editor,

Welll'd just like to take a smid-
gen of time to respond to ole Gary's
funny little story about the eager fish.

Now, that ole Gary gave me a
stir when he mentioned that us South-
erners talk funny. I'litell yall, there ain't
nuthin like paddling with a Southener. |
ain’t no literary genius, but I know we

don't talk funny down here in Georgia. |

People's like to get aburr in their back-
side when folk poke fun at a man's
speech.

EDIDN'T SETOUTTO
create TN DNNSEENE kayak WS
It just happened Originally mur
intent was to create the [INTREE
wilderness lodge. Kayaking wam
something we [ for fun. So much fun, infact
we now ffier the best insiructional program avail-
able Everythung r= il class
Our physical plant mmmsms of 40 acres completely
surrounded by wilderness Private ponds Bl mstric:
lion, private beaches and % ofa mile of private nver
front on the emerald green California Salmon River
arc all located on the property
Our msmmmmms are well-known experts. our equip-
ment the Rl [ENEMSINEN by Perception) and our
lodge boasts mmmmmms e including a
cious finl tub and Sauna and private decks off of

each rmomm Our teaching technique STrossrs Salely,
the proper stroke and an easy-lo-learn “roll™
formula

We are dedicated to making ifiis once of the great
vacation expenences B vour hfe Color brochure
available Personal size classes DEEINREE /nter-
mediate, Advanced

()TTER BAR LODGE

} ORKS OF SALMON, CALIFORNIA 96031
(916) 462-4772

watauga
LAaminales

JOIN THE
SQUIRT BOAT REVOLUTION

W e specialize in squirt boat con-
struction. Each squirt boat is custom-
built for the individual's size and
weight. Wild and crazy graphics are
available at no extra charge Boats
come complete with mini-cell walls
and inside and outside seams

® Among the designs available are
the Extra Jet, Prodigy. Jet. Surge
and Rage.

Vacuum Bagged Epoxy/Keviar
Squirt Boats $700.00.

Factory direct sales available if we
don't have a dealer 1n your area

Quick delivery
C al | or write for a free brochure
Dealer Inquiries Invited

WATAUGA LAMINATES
Rt. 4, Box 74
Banner Elk, NC 28604
704/963-4093




Patagonia Paddling Jacketsare multi-purpose but
they are far more than modified raincoats. Each
garment, even when new, haslived a previouslifetime
and knows therigorsd high adventure. Withanearly
50/50 mix of waterproof stretch and non-stretch
fabrics, the Stretch Sidewinder Top providesthe
protectionof a paddling jacket combined with
incrediblefreedom o movement; the jacket moves
whereyou do. Thedesign o apaddiing insulation
layer should besimple, if not spartan. TheSynchilla®
Paddling Pullover fits perfectly under your outer shell.
Findly. the Patagonia Skull TCap stretches snuelv

over vour head k- keep cold water out; the smooth,
waterproof coating repelswater to keep evaporative
cooling to an absolute minimum.

patagonia
For afree color catalog, the name o your nearest dealer, or
informationon our technical clothes. layerinesvstems and

sportswear, write Bax 8900, Dept. 724P12, Bozeman, MT 59715
or call 1-800-523-9597.

JET Snyder blasting afis:

P e
Photo: Kevin O'Brien

blished in 1984, P ia’s envi I tithing program donates 10% of the company’s &
pretax profits to preserving and restoring thenatural environment Sewrnchalla
Patagonia®, Synchilla® and Y-Joint™ are trademarks of Patagonia, Inc. Paddling Pullouer
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I'd like for my man Garyto put
on his coveralls and head on down
south to the Ocoee in Tennessee. We
could do some squarting and blast some
hawls. Then at the take out, we could
eat some fried chicken, turnip greens,
tata salad, andrink afew Black Labels.

Asforthe story about the thirty
poundsalmon, Idon't believe alick of it;
cause ain't no fish gets as big as the
ones grown down south.

Oh yeah, don't ferget to bring
you a4x4 pickemup fruck, we liketo go
fourwheelin after a day on the river!

Now Gary my friend, if you
believe all Southerners talk like interbred
banjo players from the backwoods of
the Chatooga, perhaps you also be-
lieve that your readers think you sold
your squirt boat as a lure.

If you do everhappento make
it down to the rivers of the deep south,
don't forget your bows and
arrows...someone may want you to
"squeal like a pig."

Yall come back now, ya here.
Frank W. Lawson
Atlanta, GA

(editor'sreply: Man, it's Gary'sissueto
catch heat. But Frank, Gary didntindi-
cate that Southern boaters are stupid..he
just said they talk funny.

Idon‘tknowwhoGarypaddled
with on the Gauley--but | paddled with
Woody Callaway and Dale Adams,
husbands of AWA directors. And they
both talk funny.

Butcometothinkofit, Ipaddle
with Mike Bush. He's from southern
Ohio and he talks funny. Jeff Snyder is
from West Virginia, and he talks funny,
too-even when he's not talking about
swimming over waterfalls. And boaters
from New England...they talk real funny.
And California boaters...they talk way
funny, dude.

As a matter of fact, it seems
like all boaters talk funny except those
from upstate New York. | wonder why
that is.--c.koll)

.........

Dear AWA,

Now that the new decade has
arrived, and with it a new season, |

kmow | will certainly make new mis- 7|

ttakes, but I refuse to repeat errors of
my past. The epic run of the Haute
Montmoroncie last May in Canada
represents one such error, and I would
like to add this cautionary tale to the
ever-increasinglore of BoneheadBoat-
ing Stories.

We entered Quebec last May
in driving rains, after being stripsearched
at the border...nah, that's nottrue at all.
The driving rains finished before we
arrived, but the rivers were screaming.
Our Canadian guide, who has since
moved to North Carolina (we put a
bounty on his head) steered us to the
Haute Montmorencie. The water was
cold and high, our guide was the latter.

After an hour walk--indrysuits,
with boats--to a lake leading to a paltry
beaver dam, not a seething river, we
trudged back to our cars. R'was 2:30;
we found the real put-in at 3:30. Now
what? An unknownriver, a rising wind,
a2-hourwalk (to alake!) behind us...we
put on. What the hell.

What we found was a beauti-
ful stream, quickly changing fromclass
H to IV, that abruptly stopped at two
class VI waterfalls. We had read the
guidebook, sort of (it was in French),
and didn't expect a problem, but in this
case, it was a huge problem: no port-
agetrail. Still, how longcoulda 1//4 mile
portage take? For the next two hours,
we dragged, pushed, and pulled our
boats and ourselves through a forest
that had seeminglybeen involvedin an
earthquakefollowed by a tomado-every
tree was sideways, and in our way. It's
true. And two feet of snow was on the
ground. And we were tired and cold.
And we were suddenly, officially, un-
guestionably boneheads. Again.

By the time we emerged from
the forest, we were exhausted. 1 fin-
ished the portage on my hands and
knees, but at least that was better than
The Mighty Edge, looking less than

]

ITS A RAPID
EDUCATION!

Canada's first and finest aduft white-
water school offers individual instructiors
from beginner to expert levels in both
whitewater kayaking and open canoe-
ing - leading to diplomas recognized
world-wide.

Located on the Madawaska River, near
Algonquin Park, MKC provides dl equip-
ment and transportation during the
oourse, as well as the creature comfortl
of a vacation resort, including delicious
meds served up with old-world
hospitality.

And better yet, our rivers are dean,
warmm end uncrowded. Guaranteed daily
water releases from Ontario Hydro
make the Madawaska a whitewater

paradise.
Directors Claudia and Dirk would like tct
welcome you to join us.

For your free brochure, write:

Box 635, Barry's Bay, Ont. KQJ 1BO
or cal

Summer (613) 756-3620

Winter (416) 447-8845

MADAWASK A
KalNu ¢eNTRE




mighty, who had put a hole in his new
drysuit. Edge also neatly summarized
the run when we finallytook out at dusk:
"Horrendous."

No pictures commemoratethis
semi-tragic, semi-comic story. Rather,
it has become part of Bonehead His-

i the thumb. I'm sure youkayak scum of
the lower climes have designated a
name for our special boating brand.
How about letting your boatingbuds up
north know what it is called?? The au-
tumnal equinox has passed and we're
in the dark.

tory, never again t6 be repeatedin the |

1980's. The questionis, "What will the |

1990's bring?"
We'll find out.

Sincerely,

Peter A. Cogan

Putney, VT

Pete is the president of the Kayak and
Canoe Club of Boston.

(Editor's reply: Don'* feel bad, Pete.

When [ was in Quebec last spring, | =

tried and failed to find the put-in to the
Haute Montmerencie. 1 guess that makes
me a bonehead shuttle driver.)

Alaska report
Dear AWA,
So..it ended up here a few
weeks early. Last run on Six Mile Creek

was on 10-6 and it was a great high
water run--solid V. But there is 5 feet of

snow at the top of AlyeskaSkiResortat | |

2,900' here in Glrdwood, just 40 miles

south of Anchorage and my boat has a -

skiff of white solid stuff laying onitthere
on my deck. It's hard for me to put it
under the house, but it's gettingtime to
shovelthe deck.

Luckily we have some photos
to show for the season. Photos of our-
selves (yah!)in Six Mile, CanyonCreek,
Little Susitna River and Ship Creek--all
solid V rivers. Lots of fine memories of
great hack, tallenders, shorts and san-
dals. Indeed, we had lots of sun and
with eight class IH-V+ rivers within a
day's drive, along withthe midnight sun
let us be more than just weekend war-
riors. What a great summer it wasi

But the one memento that all
of us have Is this small callous. It's on
the control hand...you know...the sec-
ondknuckle onthe paddlershaftside of

Michael Polzin
Girdwood, AK

(Editor's reply: Becausethatcommon
hardening of the skin is caused by
boating, it is universally known as a
marine callous. Except when it occurs
to a female boater: then it is called a
marina callous.--c. koli}

Alaska boaters at play last summer.

___AWA "the best"
Dear Chris,

Our organization is the best.
The semi-professional journal, Amerl-
canWhitewater, isthebest. Icussthe
mailbox each day I don't receive an
issue. | will continue to renew my
membership over the years.

My New Years resolutionwas
to become more involved in river activ-
ist issues. As whitewaterpaddlers, we
all have a duty to our sport to protect

[dur natural playgrounds. | scan each
| new issue of American Whitewater

searching for river issues and people to
contact regarding those riverissues so
hat | can fire up my typewriterand lend
1 hand. Upon mailing a stack of corre-
spondence, 1 get a warmfeeling know-
ng that I am giving back some of what
-herivers have been givingme. Let's all
of us that paddle whitewater and love
the environment we use fight those
seeking to destroy our natural resources
through unnecessary development. Their
greed could cause all of us great hard-
ship.

Sincerely,
Larry Demster
Worthington, OH

(editor's note: A true professional proba-
bly develops a blase attitude toward
lauditory letters like your's, Larry. Which
is further proof that we're only semi-
pros here at American Whitewater,
because ! still fove getting them. But,
anyway, congratulations on your atti-
tude, You mightwantto check the list of
AW Regional Coordinators printed in
this issue. Your Regional Coordinator
can helpyou channel yourenergy inthe

| most effective direction.

~_Another convert

To whom it may concern,

Please subscribe e to AWA.
I've seen your magazine a humber of
times and find it more interesting than
River Runner and Canoe. I've been
paddling for sevenyears steady herein
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. I've
been slalomracing for three years and
belong to ACA-USCKT. I've taken pic-
tures of different drops on most all
midwest rivers we run. If anyone on
your staff is looking for information, let
me know and maybe I can help.

Happy paddling
Lloyd Larson
Stevens Point, WI
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Coordinators
r epresent
every region

Sometime during the course
of 1990, an American Whitewater rep-
resentative will paddle practically every
mile of whitewater in the country...

That goal would have been
impossible before this year. But with
the establishment of the American
Whitewater Regional Coordinator Net-
work, an American Whitewater pres-
ence will be evident in every area and
every whitewater river in the nation.

Every region has its unique
problems. Access. Protection from dams
or pollution. User quotas. Permit sys-
tems. The scheduling of water releases.
The purpose of the Regional Coordina-
tor systemis to provide American White-
water with the grass-roots link to the
problems facing paddlers regardless of
their location.

With the addition of a body of
representatives who are also active
boaters, every American Whitewater
member will now have the opportunity
to meet or paddle with part of the
American Whitewater staff. We're trying
to become more accessible.

Seek out your local Regional
Coordinator. Let himknow what Ameri-
can Whitewater needs to do for you.

Ohiopylehosts
O.C. Nationals

The 1990 Whitewater Open
Canoe NationalChampionshipsin both
downriver and slalom will be contested
July 10-13 on the Lower Youghiogheny
River at Pennsylvania's Ohiopyle State
Park.

The races will be sponsored
by the Benscreek Canoe Club. Volun-
teers who wish to assist with the event
should contact race chairman Bruce
Penrod at (814)487-4164.

ﬁ

AWA Regional Coordinators

name iddread
Ric Alesch 8718 West Floyd Drive

Lakewood, CO 80227
Jane Allinson 375 Erieview

Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
Chase Ambler Route 4 Box 74

Banner Elk, NC 28604
Lynn Aycock 807 Sibley Ave.

Richmond, VA 23227
Lee Belknap 1400 Severn Rd.

Richmond, VA 23229
Roger Belson Box 526

Henniker, NH 03242
David Brown c¢/o HYDRA

5061 S. National Dr.

Knoxville, Tn 37914
Chris Cook 6919 SE Yamhill St.

Portland, OR 97215
Tom Cowden Box 5429

Austin, TX 78763
Sharon Cupp 6003 37th Ave. SW

Seattle, WA 98126
Greg Doggett 122 Courtside Drive

Ashland, VA 23005
Ann Fairhurst 11968 Taylor Wells Road

Chardon, OH 44024
103 Texas Ave.
Bangor, ME 04401
2616 242nd Ave. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027

John Frachella

Jim Greenleaf

Bill Hildreth 78 Beechwood, ST.
Cohasset, MA 02025
Chuck Hines 5 Holly Hill Ct.
Asheville, NC 28806
E.J. McCarthy RR 380-A
West Cornwall, CT 06796
Sandy Neily P.O. Box 1173
Greenville, ME 04441
Ron Stewart Williams Island Ferry Rd.
P.O. Box 1337
Chattanooga, TN 37401
John Tansil 704 Normal Ave.
Cape Girardeau, MP 63701
Barry Tuscano RD 1 Box32
Bolivar, PA 15923
Dan Valens 161 Tuckaway Lane
Elkton, OR 97436
Carol Volk 3586 Bethel Rd. SE

Port Orchard, WA 98366

Andy Warshaw P.O. Box 941755
Atlanta, GA 30341
Rick Williams 22014 SE 268

Maple Valley, WA 98038
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Romer's Canyon helmet: full-face protection

Romer takes head protection
one step further with their new helmet,
the Canyon.

The helmetfits the headon an
Internal suspension system. Several
research foundations have stated that
this offers the best diffusion of impact.
The inside of the shellis furtherpadded
to offer further protection.

The most striking feature is
the chin guard. It too is padded and
attaches near the ears, like a motor-
cycle helmet. This offers significant
facialprotection. Frontalbumpsshould

be repulsedorsubstantiallydiminished.

The facial protection is great,
but is needed? Well, every year a few
stories surface of paddlerswith broken
jaws orfacialinjuries. Frequentlythese
injuries occur on steep creeks, when
paddlers flip and wash over shallow
ledges orcreek beds. Thus, this helmet
would most benefit paddlers who fre-

guent steep creeks and/or those who
make first descents.

On more moderate waterways
the helmet continues to offer great
protection. However, it severely limits
communication with other paddlers. The

chin guard muffles speech and hides
facialexpression. Fortunatelythe guard
Is removable and optional. Anddespite
the absence of ear holes,you can hear
your companions without difficulty.
--By TOM McANDREW

Stoneycreek Redezvous scheduled

The 5th annual Stonycreek
Rendezvous, sponsored by the Ben-
screek Canoe Club of Johnstown, PA,
has been scheduledforthe weekendof
March 31, 1990.

Formerly known as the Ston-
eycreek Whitewater Weekend, last year's
eventattractedmorethan300paddlers
to the Johnstown area to paddle the
whitewater of the Stoneycreek water-
shed. Withadequatewaterlevels, eight

separate whitewaterruns ranging from
class Il to class V will be available.

A traditional river celebration
is plannedfor Saturday night with food,
drink, prizes and whitewater videos.

The Benscreek Canoe Club
promotes the annual event in an effort
to secure recreationalreleasesfroman
upstream reservoir on the Stoney. For
further information, contact Bruce Penrod
at (814)487-4164.

QUALITY OUTDOOR

EQUIPMENT

Designs by Wilderness Systems, Wick Walker, Richard Fox, Tom McEwan, John Abbenhouse
and Harrie Tieken; all boats vacuum bagged with the best materials available.

Wildarness Systems, 241 Woodbine St., High Point, N

Squirt boats
Sea kayaks

il F

C 2798

Expedition K-1 & G1's
Boating accessories
Custom helmets

0--Dealars eall (919)883-74910




Five directors
named to
AWA Board

The American Whitewater
membership approved by a wide mar-
gin all Board of Directors candidates
presented for conflrmation.

Newly namedtothe board are
Jack Hession of Anchorage, AK; so and
so of whereewer, CO; and Chris Koll of
Fabius, NY.

Pope Barrow of Washington,
DC and Phyllis Horowitz of Phoenicia,
NY were also returned to the Board for
another two year term.

All the candidates polled an
unprecedented approval rating of over
90%.

American Whitewater director and media darling Pope Barrow speaks at last
year's dedication of the Gauley River Recreation Area. Barrow spearheaded
AWA support of the legislation preserving the Gauley corridor.

Reservations required for

Kayakers and canoeists run-
ning Pennsylvania'sLower Youghiogh-
eny River this year have the option of
phoning in advance for launch time
reservations under a pilot project initi-
ated by Douglas Hoehn, the new Park
Operations Supervisor at Ohiopyle State
Park. Launch permits will also be re-
quired for all hard boaters utilizing the
Lower Youghiogheny under the new
system.

As in the past private hard boaters
will still be entitled to 10% of the total

daily launches on the river. Forty per- -

cent of the launches are allocated to
private rafters and fifty percent to
commercial rafters. The hard boat quota
was reached only one time during the
past paddling season. However, the
thirty hard boat per hour quota has
resulted in considerable congestion at
the put-in during busy summer week-
ends the last two seasons.

The pilot project was initiated
by Hoehn (pronouncedHane) because
of complaints from out of town boaters
who wanted only to run the Loop (first
two miles of the river) instead of the
whole river. Out of town boaters had
also complainedthat they often had to

_owe Yough

wait until late in the day to gain access || preferto make boatingdecisionsin the

to the river, thereby delaying their de-
parture for home.

Hoehn's original pilot regula-
tions were modified after receiving an
icy reception at the January meeting of
the Three Rivers Paddling Clubin Pitts-
burgh. Hoehnhadbeen askedto attend
the meeting to present his plan after

club members learned circuitously about

the changes. Club members specifi-
cally objected to the fact that the pilot
project had been initiated without any

input from local boaters. They were

also upsetthat TRPC's 1989 petition to
Arthur Davis, the Secretary of the Pa.

Department of EnvironmentalResources |

, addressingthe same issues, had ap-
parently been ignored. That petition
hadthe officialsupport of boththe AWA
and the American Canoe Association.

Local boaters who utilize the
Lower Youghiogheny complained that
the new system would drastically limit
their access to the river and that the
telephonereservationsystemwouldbe

L unwieldy and inconvenient. They ar-

guedthat most Pittsburghareaboaters
do not plan their trips to the Lower
Yough weeks in advance, but that they

12

morning, when local gauging informa-
tion becomes available.

Hoehnlistenedpatientlytothe
complaints of TRPC members and re-
sponded by asking TRPC's Tom Irwin,
who is also an active and well-known
ACA member, to organize a meetingat
Ohiopyle with representatives of major
whitewater clubs so that a compromise
might be reached.

Attending this three hour Janu-
ary meeting were Hoehn, Irwin, Ed Gertler
of Washington, D.C.’s Canoe Cruisers
Association, Charley Walbridge of the
PhiladelphiaCanoe Club, Steve Ingals
of Ohio's Keelhaulers, Mike Boyd of the
Conewago Canoe Club, Bob Allen of
the Baltimore Canoe Club and Bob
Gedekoh of the AWA.

After the meeting the proposed
regulations were modified so that only
one-half of the hard boat quota will be
availableby phonereservation, the rest
willbe first come first serve. Itis hoped
that out of town boaters will utilize the
phone system, while local boaters will
take the first come first serve spots.

Hoehn also agreed to "end" the
hard boat quota day at 3 pm., allowing
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additional boaters the opportunity to
put on and run the Loop or the entire
river after that time. This had been an
integral part of TRPC’s 1989 petition,
and was considered a major conces-
sion to local boaters, who will now be
able to avoidthe quota system and the
congestion on the river by putting on
afterthree. Itis believedthat by shifting
utilization of the river by local hard boaters
il later in the day, conditions on the
river earlier in the day will also be im-
proved.

Those attending the January |

meeting with Hoehn were generally

pleased with the new park superinten- |

dent's willingness to compromise and
his expressed desire to maximize the
utilization of the river by all sectors of
the boating community. During the
past several paddling seasons the at-
mosphere at Ohiopyle State Park has
deteriorated, and there have been a
number of confrontations between
boaters and the park staff. k is hoped
that Hoehn's appointment and his
modified pilot project will help to reduce

tension at Ohiopyle this year.

Hoehn, who comes to Ohi-
opyie from Pennsylvania's Delaware
Canal-Stover State Park, has a gocd
reputation with eastern Pennsylvania
boaters, who found him supportive,

| particularly in regard to his manage-

ment of the Tohickan Creek. But there
is little doubt that dealing with the situ-

| ation onthe Lower Youghiogheny, one

of the nation's most heavily utilized day
use rivers, will be an even greater chal-
lenge.

Other portions of the pilot
proposal of particular note to hard boater
include the mandate that all boaters be
off the Loop by sunset and that those
paddlingthe entire river arrive at Bruner

| Run before the departure of the last

shuttle bus. This time willbe posted at
the put-in.

Boaterswishingonlytopaddle
the Loop before 3:00 p.m. will be per-
mitted to do so if they have a launch
permit.

Finally, anyone paddling the
river at any time is now expected to

obtaina permit at the put-inorsignin at
the launch ff it is not manned.

Hoehn has repeatedly empha-
sized that the new regulations are part
of a pilot projectwhich may be modified
or discontinued if the situation at the
park becomes unmanageable.

The pilot project regulations
pertainingto hard boaters are reprinted
here in entirety.

Pilot Proposal Regulations
Pertainingto Private Hard Boaters

All hardboaters will be required to
have a launch permit prior to putting on the
river. Alaunchpermitfor access duringquota
hours of 8:W a.m. to 3:W p.m. will be avail-
able through either of two methods, PRIOR
RESERVATIONBY TELEPHONE or FIRST
COME FIRST SERVE LAUNCH RESERVA-
TION AT THE LAUNCHAREA ON THE DAY
OF LAUNCH. As in 1989 launch times will be
8:00 to 9:00, 9:00 to 10:00, 10:00 to 11:00,
11:001o 12:00, 72:00 1o 1:00, 1:00t0 2:00 and
2:W to 3:00. A launch window will be as-
signed rather than a specific launch time.

Of the 30 launch spaces available
in each launch window 15 spaces will be
available to the boater wishing to make prior

A New Generation of Whitewater Playhoats!
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. stable...dry

XL13 XL14
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gunwales with drain slots.
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The tandem playboat.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.. .
Xl.15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable... A whitewater
tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .
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reservations. Persons making prior reserva-
tions will be requiredto check in at the launch
area no less than ene-half hour prior to the
start of the launch window. A roster of all
personscoveredby the permitwill berequired
at thattime. If a person with a prior reserva-
tions should arrive after the checkin time, or
notatall, the reservationwillbe cancelled and
these spaces added to the first come first
serve spaces for thatlaunch window. Aboater
arriving late may reapply for a launch time
upon his reaching the launch area contact
stationif times are still availablefirst come first
serve.

When telephoning the park office
for reservations a caller will be limited to
makingreservations for only five launchdates
per call. This limiting is needed to help ease
thelength of such a telephone call. Inaddition,
an individual may only reserve a maximum of
five slots in any one launch date. Clubs or
organizations may reserve up to fifteen
spaces per launchtimeif confirmedwithin two
weeks of the launch date. This confirmation
mustbe doneinwritingon clubletterheadand
shouldstate thereservationsareneededfor a
dub or organization sponsored outing, and
that the club or organizationis non-profit for
the purposes of this outing.

Fifteen first come first serve
spaces, plus no shows, will be available for

each launch window. Boaters wishing to
reserve one of these spaces will be required
to complete a launch permit and supply a
roster of all persons covered by that permit.
Forms, pens and paper willbe availableatthe
launch contact stations. Permits will be is-
sued for specificlaunchwindows and mustbe
used during those time frames.

Hardboaters, whether they wishto
utilize the Loop or make the full trip to Bruner
Run, after 3:00 pm,, willnotbecountedin the
daily quotas. The 3:15launchtime willbe the
lastscheduled launch time for inflatable boat-
ers making the full trip to Bruner Run due to
the shuttle schedule. All boaters must be off
the river at sunset. The exacttime of sunset
will be posted prominently at the launch.
Boaters must reach the Bruner Run take out
prior to the last shuttie bus leaving the area.
The time of the last shuttle bus will also be
posted prominently at the launch. This time
may vary. Itisthe hard boaters'responsibility
to see that they can reach Bruner Run by this
last shuttle if they choose to make the com-
pleterun. The Loopis availableto all boaters
between 8:00am. and 3:00 p.m. daily without
a bus token but requires a launch permit and
a launch time. After 3:00 p.m. the Loop is
available to all boaters. A bus token is not
needed but the boater must exit the river by
sunset

WANT TOBE A RAFT GUIDE? ; e

Call our River Guide Hotline (717) 443-9728

1!

1=

o
CALL US TODAY!  _#
(717) 443-9532

All boat launches will require a
permit. For time periods after the dose of the
launch contact station or for other periods
whenthe launchis notmanned this permit will
bein the form of a sign-upsheet at the launch
contactstation. This sheet will be attached to
aclipboard andwill requirethe boater'sname,
city , state, time of launch, type of craft, desti-
nation (Loop or Bruner Run), and for in-
flatablethe number in each craft.

Allhard boatlaunchesduringquota
hours will be controlled by rosters completed
by the permit holders. Individual boaters will
be checked against these rosters when
launching. Bus tokens will be available until
the lastscheduled quotalaunchtime. Tokens
may be purchasedin advance for use thatday
or on subsequent days.

Unjustifiable failures to complete
the sign-up sheetprior tolaunch, failure to exit
the river by sunset, or failure to reach Bruner
Run prior to the last posted shuttle bus depar-
ture time will be considered violations of the
Pa. CriminalCode. Park rangerswillexercise
discretionin the matter of issuing citations.

If at any time during this pilot proj-
ect conditionsshould becomeunmanageable
due to the implementation of these changes,
the pilot projectmay be suspended, modified
or terminated at the direction of the park su-
perintendent.

Kayaking

LEARN NBW SKILLS
IMPROVE OLD SKILLS

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists d two-day
basic or intermediate clinics. ACA certified ~
instructors, classroom sessions, whitewater
movies, equipment, shuttles, wet suits,
overnight camping, and plenty o

river fun are dl included!
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AWA movesto protect morewhitewater

By MAC THORNTON

Eastern whitewa-
ter conservationiststook
their cue from residents of
Berlin, who ended the year
of 1989 chipping away at a
hated, dam-like structure.
What was the Berlin Wall
anyway, but kind of a dam?
Like the Berliners, 1989
was the year that the AWA
went on the offense, the
goal being to gain positive
protection for numerous
whitewater rivers.

AWA helped pre-
pare a massive report for
MonongahelaNational For-
est, asking or permanent
"Wild and Scenic" status
for 10 superlative whitewa-
ter segments. Similar
reports were prepared and
presented to George
Washington National Forest
(eight rivers) and Jefferson
National Forest (two rivers).

AWA helpedde-
feat a second hydro
proposal for the Savage,
and now there is an all-out
effortto get Congress to
declare the Savage "off-
limits" to hydromania
forever.

Several AWA
members stood in the
drizzle at Summersville
Dam on September 16 to
participate in the dedication
of the Gauley National
Recreational Area, forever
protecting the Gauley, and
naming the first Wild and
Scenic river in the Middle
Atlantic: the lower part of
the Bluestone. AWA
worked hard to get this
legislation enacted.

Great Falls Access
Rights

Following a year of |

intense negotiations with

Popular Smoke Hole run on S. Branch

the paddling community,
the state of Maryland
issued final regulations on
September 4 for paddling
the Great Falls of the
Potomac. Basically, a
written registration is re-
quired of each Great Falls
paddler, acknowledging
that he or she understands
that the Falls is Class VI,
and that rescue is very
difficult. This regulation was
agreeableto paddlers as
an alternative to closing the
Falls entirely. In fact,
registration was favored by
all parties except National
Park Service (NPS) official
John Byrne, who opposed
allowing any Great Falls
paddlers.

16

However, NPS
controls all practical land
access to the Falls. On
September 8, at Byrne's
behest, the NPS issued a
secret letter to Maryland
stating that all access to
the Potomac from NPS
land was closedto Great
Falls paddlers.

Alerted, Washing-
ton area paddlers sprang
into action. Paddlers dem-
onstratedto NPS brass
that Byrne's actions were
unlawful under NPS
regulations, and urged that
NPS access policies should
be made consistent with

| the new Maryland registra- |

tion law. The latest word is
that the NPS is leaning

toward agreeing with AWA.

Also, Byrne has been
"transferred out of his job;
he has been reassigned to
the Appalachian Trail Au-
thority, where he will no
longer be able to pester
paddlers.

Savage

For the second
time in less than a year,
paddlers have defeated a
proposed hydropower
project on the Savage. On
July 14, Synergics, Inc.
surrendered its preliminary
permit from FERC, appar-
ently convinced by docu-
ments submitted by the
Savage River Defense
Fund that the project was
not profitable at current
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energy prices, and that
paddlers were preparedto
wage a costly legal and
political battle to save the
Savage.

At year's end,
paddlers are mounting a
campaign to convince Con-
gresswomen Beverly Byron
to sponsor a bill declaring
the Savage "off-limits"to
hydro, once and for all.
Western Marylanders are
supporting this effort, and
canvassing efforts are
underway. If you live in
Maryland, please write
Beverly Byron in support of
this effort ¢/0 2430
Rayburn Bldg., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20515.

MonongaheiaNational
Forest Rivers

In the most ambi-
tious Middle Atlantic white-
water conservation project
in history, the AWA helped

THE PR ISIN

assemble a group of 21
conservation organizations
to sponsor a movement to
get 10 West Virginia
whitewater rivers perma-
nently protected as Wild
and Scenic: two Potomac
tributaries, five Cheat
tributaries and three
Gauley tributaries.

Allied with AWA
are five other national con-
servation organizationsand
severalwest Virginia
groups. MNF is now
formulating its river study
plans, and paddlers have
been at MNF headquarters
in Elkins, WV negotiating
for all premium whitewater
segments.

MNF will have to
complete its studies, make
recommendationsto Con-
gress, and Congress will
have to act favorably. It's a
long road.

George Washington and | pose any of the Corps' typi-
Jefferson Nat. Forests. cal gamesmanship.
Paddlers did not Greenbriar.
stop with the Monongahela The Corps is also
National Forest streams. halfway through a flood

Documents were prepared
to the two national forests
located in Virginia asking
for Wild and Scenic studies
of atotal of 10 classic Blue
Ridge barnburner stream

control study on the Green-
briar, and is focussed on a
dam between Cass and
Marlinton, WV. However,
the Corps has run out of
funding for this study, and

segments. paddlers are working to
Cheat Basin. deny them further money.
The Army Corps Lost/Cacapon.

of Engineers s currently
engaged in a flood control
study for the entire Cheat
Basin, and is focussed on
an earlier study suggesting
five dams on five whitewa-
ter streams: Gandy Creek,
Laurel Fork, Glady Fork,
Shavers Fork and Dry Fork.
The reconnaissance study
is due in June 1990--and
AWA will have that study

Paddlers are sup-
porting the Cacapon River
Committee and other valley
residentsin opposing a
boondoggle dam on
Kimsey Run, an important
tributary which enters the
Lost River near Lost City,
WV. This is a classic pork
barrel story: operatingin
secret, a rich landowner-
county pol gets the federal
government committedto
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build a lake, greatly in-
creasing the value of his
adjacent lands.

Belatedly, a sturdy
group of citizens formed to
oppose the dam. With help
from paddler Steve Taylor,
the citizen group demol-
ished the engineering and
economic justifications put
forth by the government for
the dam. Pressure forced a
public meeting. Some 400
people opposedthe dam;
only one citizen spoke in
favor of it. State and
federal pols have startedto
get cold feet, but construc-
tions plans continue. Stay
tuned...

Lower Yough Access

AWA assisted the
Three Rivers Paddling Club
of Pittsburgh in petitioning
Pennsylvaniafor changes
in Lower Yough manage-
ment. The latest inside
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FOREST, ONLY MINUTES AWAY
HIWASSEE

word from AWA director
Tom McAndrew is that the
following changes are
probable for 1990: (1) the
overall quota of 192 private
hardboaters per day will not
be liberalized, as we had
asked, (2) a telephone res-
ervation system will be put
in place for hardboaters,
and (3) "Loop" runs will be
permitted all day, but will
be counted againstthe 192
guota. Note that the 192
guota was not reached on
any day in 1989, although it
was reached on six days in
1988.

Upper Yough Access

Acting several

years too late, the State of
Maryland finally put
regulations in place limiting
raft use on the "Upper™: a

| maximum of 72 raft

passengers were allowed
er day, divided among 12

companies. These regula-
tions have several flaws,
but are due to be reworked
in 1990 after a team from
Penn State Universlty
releases its recreation ca-
pacity study of the Upper
Yough.

In addition, AWA'’s
Rich Bowers successfully
worked on Maryland legis-
lation removing the upper
limit on state-owned acre-
age in Garrett County. The
express purpose of this bill
was to facilitate state pur-
chases of land in the Upper

Yough corridor. However, it
remains to be seenhow  *
aggressive the State will be
in actually acquiring title to
the land.
Upper Yough Relicensing
Pennsylvania
Electric's license to operate -
Deep Creek Lake Dam

(source of Upper Yough

flows) expires in 1993, and
the relicensing proceedings
are underway. AWA
Directors Pete Skinner,
Pope Barrow and Mac
Thornton spoke at public
meetings in Garrett County
on the project, and submit-
ted written requests for im-
provements in whitewater
release management. Pad-
dlers want: (1) better ad-
vance notice of releases,
(2) more releases on week-
ends and Fridays, and (3)
more releases of three
hours or longer, even if this
means a fewer total
number of releases.
James

AWA has assisted
the Coastal Canoeistsin
battlingthree hydro
projects on the James in
downtown Richmond. Two
projects have been killed
off. The remaining appli-

RIVERS. NUMEROUS HIKING
TRAILS AND OTHER NATURE
ACTIVITIES. VOLLEYBALL,
HORSESHOES, AND GAME ROOM
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION).
DINER AND SERVICE STATION,
GROCERY STORE CLOSE.

Specialists in Water Sports Apparel
Featuring...

AMERICAN EXPRESS %
VISA ACCEPTED

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: P
(615) 338-2161 OR 78
(615) 338-2103 S

S

E!Z

2

m\\

+~COLORADO
KAYAK

POBox 3059 Buena Vista, Colorado 81211

Drysuits
Paddle Jackets
Hi-Tec Accessories

oy

RT. 1 BOX 99
RELIANCE, TN 37369

»

Send for free color catalogwith dealer
nearest you. 1 (800)535-3565
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cant is the City of
Richmonditself, which is
studying repairs and modifi-
cations to the Hollywood-
Belle Isle Dam (with the fa-
cility on the island itself).
This would probably
dewater Hollywood and
Cemetery Rapids, two of
the best rapids on the river.

Russell Fork

AWA is spear-

headingintervention in
FERC proceedings
regarding installationof a
hydropower project at
Flanagan Dam on Virginia's
Pound River. This damis
the source of fall whitewa-
ter flows on the Russell
Fork. AWA's intervention
was joined by Eastern Pro-
fessionalRiver Oultfitters
and the county government
of Pike County, KY, where
paddlers take out on the
Russell Fork run.

conserve

River advocacy mede eas
AWA "I nstant Expert" Program

River conser-
vationists aged 16 and up:
do dam builders and river
abusers kick sand in your
face? Do you feel like a
skinny 120 pound weak-
ling? Is a muscle-bound
government bureaucracy
humiliating you in public?

Stop being
the whipping-boy! Build im-
pressive river conservation
power fast using the new
AWA INSTANT EXPERT
PROGRAM.

The AWA
INSTANT EXPERT PRO-
GRAM is guaranteedto

| build anyone's river conser-
I vation skills to a formidable

level overnight!

After finish-
ing the AWA course, river
abusers will tremble in
their bulldozers. Your fan
mail will be cratedto you in
dump trucks.

No matter
how little you know, this
program will make you the
biggest expert in your
neighborhood. its guaran-
teed.

Best of
all...the AWA INSTANT
EXPERT PROGRAM can

make you into a powerful
river expert with little or no
effort on your part. All you
need is 6th grade reading

skills and the ability to bluff.

The secret of
the proven AWA program is
statistics. Quoting statistics
blows away the opposition.
Using statistics makes you
look smart--even if you
arn't! The more you use,
the smarter you seem to
be.

Government
experts know this simple
trick. That is why they
always try to dazzle people
with their dam building
propaganda. But it won't
work if you have your own
arsenal of powerful river
conservationstatistics.

Based on

GET READY FOR THE CANOE SEASON
WITH ADK CANOE GUIDES
Wi D

in the north and central Adirondack Park.

a Adirondack Canoe Waters - South & West Flow
Covering the Black River, Mohawk River, and Upper
Hudson River basins. A must for whitewater paddlers.

Adirondack Canoe Waters - North Flow
More than 700 miles of canoe routes in the St. Lawrence/
Lake Champlain drainage basins, and more than 30 rivers

—

|

| LEARN-TO-KAYAK

To order, call the Adirondack Mountain Club (518) 668-4447 A
ADK VISAMASTERCARD ACCEPTED ot

WEEK

Aweek d kayak instruction in aresort

—— vacation aimosphere could be just the
bresk you need. Activeand fun-filled,
——— our quality 5-day programemphasizes
{ ”ﬂﬁSEFAHHZFCO\APANY learningat onesown pacewhile

having agrest time!

WHITEWATER Adult beginner and intermediate
coursesincludekayak, paddling gear,
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES oy e ey Pt
with proven recreational facilities, instructionand

river shuttles.
Season: Mon-Fri;June-August
Cost: $389 (5335US)
,CouplesRate: $359 (¢309 US)

Wilderness

e performance you demand
e durability you want
e value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:
RD 1. Spring Mills, PA 16875 814-422-8844

7 Tours

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario KQJ1C0

CANADA ‘613' 646-2291

1%
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conserve

this proven technique,
AWA river conservation
specialists have developed
a short course of river
conservation facts. Memo-
rize one or two of these
and mention themin casual
conversation at you next
canoe club meeting. You
will be amazed at the
response! You will be
elected Conservation
Chairman for Life. If you
memorize them all, you will
be invitedto TV talk shows.
Once you
master the AWA River
Conservation Facts. the
Army Corps of Engineers
and the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission will
no longer sneer and dump
your letters and protestsin
the nearest trash bin. No,
sir. As a Certified AWA
River Conservation Expert,

seriously.

Hereis all
you need to know to get
started:

Subject: Scarcity of White-
water

Statistic: Less than 1% of
U.S. river miles offer
whitewater (@ 34,000 mi).
Less than 2,000U.S. rivers
have class 11+ rapids
Source: American White-
water, Nationwide White-
water Inventory (1990
edition)

Subject: River mileage
free-flowing, dammed, etc.
Statistics:

-3,500,000river miles were
once free-flowing (U.S. To-
tal).

*500,00 to 600,000 miles
(14to 170 of total) now
behind dams

are in wild and scenic sys-
tem

*Only 2% of U.S. river mile-
age still sufficiently undam-
mend, undeveloped, and
clean to possibly qualify for
inclusion in wild and scenic
system.

‘Only 312 significant
streams in the lower 48
States are still free-flowing
and undevelopedin their
entireties (0.4%the total
U.S. river mileage).
Source: National Park
Service. Also W. Kent
Olsen in Appalachia,
Summer 1987.

Subject: Wild and scenic
rivers

Statistic: 300 new wild and
scenic rivers would amount
to only 2% of total river
milesin U.S. 90% of
existing wild and scenic

existing national forests,
parks, and other Federal
lands.

Source: Kent Olsen at 1988
American Rivers confer-
ence.

Subject: Demand for out-
door recreation

Statistic: 86% of American
people want more outdoor
recreation.

Source: National Georgra-
pic Survey in 1987 for
Presidents Commission on
Americans Outdoors.

Subject: importance of
Tourism

Statistic: In the year 2,000
tourism will be the #7 in-
dustry in the U.S.

Source: Pat Noonan report-
ing at 1988 American
Rivers Conference on 1987
findings of Prsidents
Commission on Americans

+7,300 miles (0.2%of total)

WILDWATER]|
DESIGNS

| Kayaks, Canoes,and Accessories |
for Rapids, Lakes and Oceans.
Free Catalogue.215-646-5034
230 Penllyn Pike, Penllyn, PA 194

pAGGER
AINTIS

1 Dagger Rd.—P.0. Box 109

Lang Creak, SC 2“553

T l"l.'—l.'
i303) G47-08

river milage is within

Prizewinning ender,
crisp maneuversand a
stableride are standard
featuresd the
DRAGONFLY II.

A lighter hull, new
thigh brace system,
comfortableseat and
minicell foam walls
complete the outfitting.

Experience the excite-
ment o whitewater in a
DRAGONFLY II.

Cdl or writefor your
catalog today!

HYDRA

BETTER BY DESIGN




Chirality
and-Sernce; CatHor-a FREE

with
canoeing and kayaking
equipment, clothing, rafts,
catarafts, wetsuits and much
much more!

1-800-635-5202

Outdoors.

Subject: Hydropower:
Number of existing plants
Statistic: 1,523 hydro-
power projects are operat-
ing under FERC license or
exemption. (This is 53% of
the total developed
hydroelectric capacity.)
There are 750 Army Corps
of Engineers or Bureau of
Reclamation dams.
Hundreds of private unli-
censed hydropower
projects also exist, and
thousands of power
facilities and other dams
were built throughout the
U.S. by the the Soil Con-
servation Service and oth-
ers. The total number of
dams in the US. is
conservatively estimated to
be 60,000.

Source: Hydroelectric
Power Resources of the

For thequal ity water gports
equipment you're looking

for, look to

River
Supplies

:We can offer vou;

Natural Rivers and the
| Public Trust, W.Kent Olsen
[ (1989)

Subject: U.S. Hydropoweir
potential

Statistic: 49 % of the
nation's theoretical hydro:

| power potential has been;
or is currently being-
developed. Of the remain-
ing theoretical potential,
75% is at large-scale sites:
Source: Hydroelectric
Power Resources of the
United States, FERC 1988

Subject: Hydropower

{ growth trends
Statistic: Between 1978
and 7985, 6,500 applica-
tions were filed with FE|

| for new hydroelectricoowar

| projects, mostly for small

| projects. Between 1984

| and 1988 the number of

™United States, FERC 198%

hydroelectric plants operat-
ing in the U.S. grew from
1546 to over 2010, more
than a 30% increasein 4
years. In 1977, FERC re-
ceived 25 applications for

| licenses; by 1985 320 were

filed. In 1978 only 36 appli-
cations for preliminary per-
| mits were filed, but 3 years
later the number jumped to
1,856.
Source: FERC, Hydroelec-
tric Power Resources of the
United States (1988);
FERC Monitor (VI, No. 19;

west

pip eitn b =iy Valua

1880 -Spring-Cataiog-fited
walarproo! bags,

Or write: PO Box 9186, Dept. 0450 Moscow, ID 83843

| Sep 18, 1986); M.A. Proett,
| Cumulative Impacts, 11

Harv. Env. LR. 82 (1987)
| Subject: Energy from small
hydro projects.

Statistic: If all financially
and environmentally
feasible small (i.e. less than
100 megawatts) power-

plants which can be built in
L

the future are actually built,
they would generate yearly
the same amount of energy
as 1 medium-sized coal-
fired powerplant This equal
@ 0.11% of our current
fossil fuel usage. Even if
existing environmentallimi-
tations were repealed only
0.28% of current fossil fuel
usage would be replaced
by these plants.

Source: FERC, PURPA
Benefits at New Dams and
Diversions,Final Staff Re-
port (July 1988); Com-
ments of S.Taylor in Final
Report.

Subject: Electric power
Statistic: 8 % of U.S.
energy is generated by
hydropower. (5% oil, 11%
natural gas, 19% nuclear,
55% coal, and 2% other
sources)

Source: Edison Electric

How can a se-
cluded class IlI-1V stream
that runs about 1,000 cfs
on the hottest of the
summer dog days be de-
scribed as "the last great
secret river in New Eng-
land"? Especially when the
run boasts four miles of
continuous whitewater
action and is located only
30 minutes from downtown

| Hartford, CT.

The Little River is

{ arare gemin central New
{ Englandthat has remained
{ virtually unknown.

The problem is

! that the Little is controlled
i by Northeast Utilities.
* Releases are scheduled

only to meet peak power

demands.

Paddlers would
normally schedule their rec-

- reation around the re-

leases. But not only does

n

Thesecret Little River

NU refuse to forward
release information, but
they've even gone so far as
frustrating potential
paddlers by extending bo-
gus releasetimes.

The Housatonic
Area Canoe and Kayak
Squad (HACKS) has been
attempting to convince NU
that scheduled water
releases or at least
accurate release forecasts
are appropriate for sharing
a public resource.

Paddlers can help
open the Little. Tell your
legislators that the Hydro-
Electric Fairness Act (HR
1069) denies paddlers their
right to voice an opinion
how a river resource should
be utilized. Secondly,
contact Northeast Utilities
directly. Write attention to
Don Wirth, PO Box 270,
Hartford, CT 06141-0270.
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Knowing when to bail out...

"Roll or die" philosophy
can lead paddlers into trouble

By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE
AWA Safety Chairman

Over the past twenty years,
the Eskimo Rdll has evolved from a
stunt performed by afew expertstoa
bascskill for any kayaker seriousabout
paddling whitewater. Rolling permits
a fast recovery from flips, allowing
beginnerstolearnfagter, intermediates
to play moreaggressively, and experts
to attempt rapids which they would
never afford to swim.

As rolling be-
camecommonplace, the
pressureto perform in-
creased. A cult-likedle-
giance has grown up
around theideathat you
should never, ever swim.
Many expertsboast that
they have gone years
without missing a roll.
Unfortunady, somehave
even ""hungin™ solong
that they have evenlost
consciousness; others
have been carried into
strainers or undercut
rocks and pinned. But the
"roll at al costs” philoso-
phy has deer limits, which
| an going to explore.

I'm not going
argue theimportanced a bombproof
roll for thehard-coreexpertin danger-
ous places where swimming can't be
considered an option. Nor am | going
to minimize the tremendous advan-
tagesarall posesfor any paddler seek-
ing safe, enjoyableriver trips. You are
usually safer insideyour boat than out
o it, especiadlyincoldwater. A fastroll
is the safest possible way to recover
fromaflip, andit's usudly worth making
several triestocome up.

But therearerisksto hanging
upside down for long periods while
your boat flushesuncontrollablydown
arapid. You can becarriedintoa pin-
ningsituation that you cannot see, much
lesspreparefor.

X

KNOWING WHEN TO BAIL OUT

No kayak or canoe, no matter
how well constructed, can beexpected
to hold its shape when exposed to the
full forced awhitewater river. When
thesecraft collgpse, theownerisindes-
perate trouble. Most paddlers know
thesensationd brushingand banging
rockswhilehangingupsidedown and
organizing a roll. Brigf scrapes and
impactsare not usually dangerousto
those who are properly trained and
equipped.Tucking forward, " Hanging
in"*, and coming back up despitethese
distractions is extremey satisfying;
everyone has their own stories about
how they prevailed despite consider-
ableabuse.

But whenyour canoeor kayak
is actualy being held against an ob-
struction, thedanger d pinningissg-
nificant. Here stubbornness can work
against you: wait toolongand you can
becometrapped. You want tokick free
before bailing out ceasesto be an op-
tion.

Fortunately, boats seldom
"splat and wrap'’; there are usualy
several seconds between first contact
and the moment whenthehull catches
thefull forced thecurrent, ** settlesin’™,
and collapses. The sensation d  your
boat "hanging'" when in contact with
anaobstructionmeansthat youareat the
edged trouble. Over thepast decadea
number o paddlers, many with con-
siderableexperience, havediedin pin-
ning accidents. Some might have been
savedif they had used thisbrief *"win-
dow" to escape their boat rather than
hangingon until it wastoo late.

Deciding to leave a canoe or
kayak at theright timeisnoteasy. After
years d learning to fight panic and
handle yourself under water, a deci-
sion to bail out goesagainst thegrain.

Many factors enter into the
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decision. In general, pinning is more
likely on tight, technical streams. Big
water is often less obstructed, leaving
more time to safely organize a roll.
What lies downstream is important,
particularly in steepor obstructeddrops.
A paddler in the middled aflooded
river, a dass VI rapid, or any other
placewhererescueisdifficultisgoing
to be a lot more reluctant to wet exit
than a person who gets snagged in
more moderateplaces. Somespotsare
known to be extremely hazardous to
swimmers(suchasleftcrack on Section
IV o theChatooga) and thisfiguresin

the decision. There have been cases |

where paddlers, escapinga pinned boet,
became caught in undercut rocks be-
low. Rapidsof thisnatureareintol erant
o error, and portagingisa reasonable
alternative for those unsure d their
ability toroll up.

Since the decision to gect is
often made in an instant, your boat
should beoutfitted so you can get out
quickly. Since paddlershold themsdlves

mthewboatswﬂhmusclevower the[_e Illm mg{ﬂm—_m;m;mm i

is no excuse for outfitting which is
excessvey tight. Low-volumeboatspin
more quickly, and thiscautionapplies
doubly to them! if you don't swim
much, wet exits should be practiced
occasiondly to test your gear. if you
"hang up'* on something,fix it at oncel
Alotd paddlersarereluctant
tobail out becausethey aren't comfort-
ablesvimmingin rapids. A rescuecour se
which teaches these skills or informal
practicei naknownrapid onasummer
day will help you become more com-
fortablein thewater, makingyour snvim

| eader totake

HEADS UP PI NS

Broaching on a rock while upright is
lesshazardousthan being caught “head-
down', but thesituationmust betreated
with great respect. Leaning into the
rock can make your craft seem decep-
tively stable, but in strong current the
balance can shift without much warn-
ing. Remember thedrowning of Mark

paddlers, in Cdifornias Giant Gap of
theNorth American. Mark died killed
whiletryingtowigglefreed an "'em-
barrassng” pin that turned on him
suddenly. Once the boat flipped and
folded he wasin serioustrouble.
Thisis no placeto linger. To
maintai nyour position, thehull d your
boat must beangled hard downstream
so that the water passescleanly under
it. But beware! Theforced the water
can gradually pull the boat over until
the upstream edge catches, at which
point thecurrent will grab thehull and

L wrapit.

Thereisal soatendency,inthe
cae d downed trees, for a boat to

|_gradually be sucked down underneath

thetrunk. Thebest coursed actionisto
get clear quickly, fending off the rock
with your hands. If thisdoesn't work,
get out d your boat and hop out onto
theobstruction quickly. Thisisharder
for kayakersthancanoeists,butequally
important. You can extricate your boat
and launchfrom there.

WILDWASSER SPOHAT LS

- POBOX 4617,1800 COMMERCE ST
BOULDER, COLORADO 80306

i . (303) 444-2336

WHITEWATER

EQUIFMENT CATALOG

féﬁw"

r'\_-:lv-\_ l:";-':i'l plepdd, IR FF4FF
503 (747237
L Toll-Free Cirder Ling 1-B00-27

t:ASC.hDE DL.ITFITTEHS

7u8_)
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ik |ll el 1Be wiode Bl limmis] vour Tun
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CAUTIONSON BOW RESCUES

A bow rescueismadewhena
paddler putshi s bowina positionwhere
an overturned boater can grab it and
pull himself upright. Onceused almost
exclusvely asaflatwater drill, thistech-
nigueisnow being used ontheriver to
hel pnovicesrecoverquicklyfromflips.
When used by competentinstructorsin
superviseddrillsin therunnout d deep,
unobstructed rapidsit certainly works.
But | wouldn't useit to support begin-
ners on typical river trips when this
assistance may be a while in coming
and where &l the dangers lurking
downstream are not known.

This past season a young
woman paddling with experienced
friendsflipped on an eddyline abovea
downed tree. Although shehad norall
thesituation, whiletense, wasnot over-
whelming. She did, however, hang
upsidedown, waitingfor abow rescue
asshehad been instructed.

Shenever saw theobstacleand,
having no chance to protect hersdf,
waspinmed fast. Had she bailed out of
the boat at once she could have taker:
evasiveactionby swimming toonesidiz
or pushing off with her feet. If acolli
sion with the strainer seemed immi |
nent, she could have swum head-firg
for the obstacleand climbed up on it
with her arms. Scary techniques, to be
sure, but thealternativeisbeingsucked
under the water.

Swimmingin riversis part of i
the sport, and everyone needsto fearn l
how todoit. Novicesespeciallyneed ts
know what todowhen they find them

=
JimDiehl & Utica, NY opted to swim after flipping at the top drop of Knife's Edge
rap

RIVERSPORT |
213 Yough Street '

_Confluence. PA 15424

{B14) 385-574%

One of-the top whitewater schools in the
country. Riversport offers a safe yet

challenging experience for first-time beginners. +

as well as experts.

Friendly instructors. small classes, excellent
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
lear ning whitewater skills. Students are
carefully placed in small classes according to
kill level, paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about our
special clinicsand group rates.

SEDA s the one with experience!
Writear call for freecatalog
SEDA PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 997
Chula Vista, CA, 92012
Tel: 619/425-3223

M.
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safety

salvesin theriver, since they will fre-
quently capsize and have to bail out.
They should be taught theimportance
of gettingaway from their boat, how to
drift safelyinrapids, and how toswim
themselvesto shoreif thereis no res-
cuer handy.

Practicing these skills are a
sgnificant aspect o their training. |

would not encourageastudenttohang ]
upside-downinakayak inariver waiting
for helpunlessl wasquitesurel could
get to him promptly, and had a good
idead thedangerswhichlay below. |

would also beawarethat peoplehave
had their handsbroken by therescuers
bow during thesemaneuvers,and plan
my approach accordingly.

Lehigh River []

[] Located directly across from the private boater take-out on the
Quality outdoor equipment & clothing at value prices
Bl Perception/Mad River Canoe/Wave Sport/C.K.S./

Stohiquist/Extraspori/Body Glove/Teva/Sidewinder/Silver
Creek/Tha North Face/Cannondale/

BLUE MOUNTAIN

Mew Balanca/Rossignol

SPORTS & WEAR

34 SUSQUEHANNA ST. * JIM THORPE, PA 18229

\
Gu‘xﬂe' ﬁ.,-;i‘a'
oe®

717/325-4421

WYeér

John Diller
Rd #2, Box 210
Swanton, M D 21561

DISCOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE-

=-CALL OR WRITE FUR A FREE CATALUI-

10940 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070
(216) T7T9=4545

i~ Cugom Built Kayaks &

e High tech vacuum-
bagged canoeand kayaks

e Beautifully hand-
crafted wood paddle

_ racing
(30D 2454327 a1 directf r ommanufacturer

KEEL-HAULERS OUTFITTERS

=-FERCEFTION-HYDRA-PRIIMN-HARMONY -MOHAWE-
YA KIMA=BODY GLOVE-BERMLUDES-HELLY HANSEN
=KOEATAT-SILVER CREEK-EXTRASPORT-SEDA-

Canoes

e \Whitewater and
flatwater

e Recreational and

Another accident which em-
phasi zedthei mportanced bas cswift-
water survival training occurred last
summer when ayoungwomean drowned
inaneasy classlI rapid onthe Potomac
near Harper's ferry. Althoughastrong
swimmer, she had no whitewater in-
structionprior tomaking ther un. After
flipping she became pinned between
her canoeanasubmerged log. Hadshe
been properly instructed shewould have
swum away from her canoe, and drifted
downstream to safety on her back, feet
first. Unfortunately, no onewasaong
that day to givethat instruction.

ROPE RESCUE FROM HOLES

Ropes may be thrown to a paddier
who, while upright, is unableto break
free d areversa. They can then exit
their boatand get pulled tosafety. This
past Fal an expert paddler wascaught
in just suchaplaceupstreamd aClass
VI drop during a high water run on
West Virginias Lower Meadow River.
A member d his group redlized the
danger he was in and threw a rope
acrossthebow d hisboat. Hechosenot
to useit, and although helater got free
d the holehewastooexhaustedtorall
up and subsequently died in thedrop
below.

Hindsightisalwaysperfect. If
hehedrd | ed up, wed never haveknown
about his problem with the hole. Had
he taken the rope and bailed out, his
boat and paddlewould have been car-
ried downstream to an uncertainfate.
The decision in this case depends on
ones persond philosophy d risk, and
many o us, after reading this, might
opt for therope.

PRACTICING TOLERANCE

Becausetherearetimeswhen
rollingisnot thebest dternative, | fed
it is dlly to emphasize the idea that
rollingis the only reasonablealterna-
tive when training. Even experts are
seldom confronted with **must roll*
situations. The advantages o rolling
aredear enough without heaping abuse
on swimmers. Far better to teach the
swimmingand sdf rescueskills thatall
d us, no matter how skilled, will need
fromtimeto time.
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NEED PROTECTION

It's true. Your favorite river may be in danger soon.
What can you do?

Join the American Whitewater Affiliation--America's strongest voice for
whitewater.

AWA advocates whitewater sports, boating safety and the preservation
of whitewater rivers nationwide. Your annual membership fee goes toward
AWA's important conservation and safety programs and includes your

subscription to the bi-monthly magazine for people
who enjoy whitewater rivers.

JOIN AWA

[ ————— e ——— — — — —

Yes. | want to join AWA and receivemy free subscription to American Whitewater, |
Enclosed is my $15 ($18 Canada, $25 overseas)annual membership fee. |

I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution to AWA's
Whitewater Defense Project. Enclosed is my donation for:

810 [Js15 [Jso0 [Oe2s [ss0

Clip and mail to AWA, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067
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|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM f - WHITE WATER PRODUCTS”
BUILT BOATS = D

i AMerican

welding & mfg.

4 Aluminum rowing frames, camp
u: E' kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

n Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and

wu;_ et FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582

5179-C Crater Lake Hwy.
Central Point, OR 97502

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.

Harrisburg, PA 17111

Snaciakizing In 717-944-6320 Call or Write for our
Squirt Boats Dealer Inqulrles Invited Free River Equipment Catalog

-_—




Be a slave to fashion

l]' AWA river gear identifles you
as a member of the bizarre
subculture known as a white-
waler addict. Buy a shirt ar hat
today. See how quickly
friands and family shun you.

Order your gear here

size total
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (S,M) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00112.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve {M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00112.00
AWA River Caps 8.00
AWA Embroidered Patches 1.00
AWA Waterproof Decals 50
total order

mail order with check to AWA, PO Box 375, Denver, NC 28037--NC residents add 5% sales tax

The complete reference of every whitewater river system in America

AWA National Whitewater River Inventory
New 1990 edition updated to include: Order your

-River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers —r ¥
.Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide c.upy‘ tudHYI |
JIncludes mileage, access points and whitewater rating
Printed copies available for $15 from AWA Whitewater Inventory, 136-13th St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also availablefor $7 on 5 1/4 inch floppy disc (requires /BMor IBM compatible computer witha hard drive and dBase 11

Pleasesendme ______ printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.
Total of $
; Please send me coples of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory on floppy discs in dbase Wl at $7 each.
[ ] Total of §
Enclosed is §

Street Address;

City:

State and Zip:




Whither thou goest......cucuu..

Oregon’'s plentiful whitewater made
Jim Goddard's decision
to follow his heart
an easy one

ByIMGODDARDand
GRACIE MOSCHEL GODDARD

Preude

The antiquated telephone
rangat 1:00a.m. in JimGoddard's
Davis, West Virginia hotel room
Hewas off, alone, on anannual ski
weekend. Hisfiancee, Gracie Mos-
chel, nearly 2000 milesawayin &
Louis, wasontheline.

" How would you like to
moveto Portland, Oregon?" Gra-
cie’s voice practically bristled with
delight.

Jim’s mind went into over-
driveas hewiped the deep from his
eyesand tried to remember histwo
paddling and hiking vacationsin
the Pacific Northwest. Theboating
hed been magnificent and the hik-
ing was breathtaking. Jimhed come
| back east with the distinct impres-
Jim and Gracie Goddard enjoy a whitewater honeymoon son that if you weren't living in

— West By Gad Virginia, the North-
west was the placeto be

Gracie excitedly described
her impending job transfer while
Jimtried to remember what he hed
heard about the job market for engi-
neersin Portland.

““Portland....ahhh....
Oregon....sounds good to me"*, Jim
replied, realizing that their long-
distancecourtship might finally be
comingtoitslogical conclusion...in
| oned the ultimate playgroundsd
| the United States.
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.....especially if there's whitewater

Northwest Passage

It hasbeentwoyearssncewe

relocated to Portland. For those who
haveforgottentheir gradeschool geog-

raphy, Oregon and Washington are

located just northd theCdiforniaHair
Scene and jud alittle too far west o
Idaho for eastern boatersto accessby
car. Theeastern three-quarters d both
statesconsistd high, dry plains, which
meet the Cascadesabout 150 milesfrom
the Pecific coadt.

Wehavediscoveredthatthere

are many terrible temptations which

testthefidelityd northwesternboaters

to their sport. Witness the sad fate d
Mark Singleton, featured on the cover
d Jm Snyder's Squirt Book. Mak's
kayak isgatheringdust under an ever
growingpiled windsurfingparapher-
ndia

Same d the worlds best
boardsailing isin the Columnbia Gorge,
the border between Washington and
Oregon, just an hour east o Portland.

But evenif you are not a po-
tential boardhead, you might fall vic-

tim to the year-round skiing on the

dopesd Mt. Hood, eevation 11,239,
also an hour's drive from Portland.
And if you are not tempted by the

opportunity to ski on a 9 inch base

with nolift lines, you might decideto
free your heelsand try cross country
skiing in the backcountry nearby. The
cover is good from October through
April onor around any d the 10,000+
foot pesks nearby: Mt. Ranier, Mt.
Adams, Mt. Bachelor or Mt. St. Helens.

Those boaterswho don't like.

e

Gracie Goddard explores new whitewater om Oregon’s White Salmon River.

snow mightfall victimtotheocean, one
hour tothewest. Surf andsea kayaking
are popular here, and you canfill your
e bt ne by fiehing or S
diving. For thosewhoprefer solidfoot-
ing, hiking providesaccesstocaender

quality panoramasondliffshighabove

thecrashing surf.

Andwehaven't evenaddressed
the issue d backpacking, mountain
biking, rock climbing..

Wi, thesecommentsare not

fishing or scuba

spoiled Oregoniansto those unableto
shareour paradise. Rather they repre-
gent the passionate love song d two
relocated eastern kayakerswhobecome

moreenthralledwiththePacificNorth- |

ivest every day.

But let's talk about whitewa-
fer.

Thefirst thingwenoticedhere
isthatthe'*freezinglevel"isthecritical
fopic in most "'what's running' tele-
phone cdls, rather than the location

intended to be the mdicioustauntsd -

“and amount o recent rainfal. Thisis
because the Cascades steal water from
the wet Pacific winds and storeit, not
by theinch, but by the foot, as snow.
The Cascades store more potentia
whitewater in this form than 10000
Summersville Dams, and the Army
Corpsdoes not control thevalves.
Therunoff fluctuates, depend-
ingon thedevation at which freezing,
or, moretothepoint, melting,isoccur-
ring. This brings up a second point,
water temperaturevariesfromicecr eam



headachecold to just pl easantly numb-
ing. Drysuits arethenorm year round.
Only on thewarmest daysd summer
on familiar rivers do northwestern
boaters dare forsake their drysuits for
neopreneand paddling jackets.
Another surprising character-
isticof northwesternboatingighat you

canactually seethroughthewater. We-

know that thiswill be difficultfor those
back east to believe, but water doesn't
haveto be opaque, and rocks do not
haveto beorange. Rockscan be visu-
dly stimulating in their natural hues,
without mineacid coametics especidly
when coiffured with toupeesd moss
and algae.

The pool-drop riversaroundsi.

Portland open their banksinvitingly to
the technica (scared o big water?)
boatersfrom back east. The only com-
plicationisthat treescan be and usu-
mallyare anywhereinthestream. These
|- strainerstake somegetting used to.
Whitewater Menu

So letsget specific. Wheredo
we boat, and what isgood? That isa
tough question since during our first
months here we paddlied 20 different
riverswithout repeatingone And, then:

Whenyou cometo visit us, |leaveyour

homeand pick up acopy d theSoggy
Sneakersguideto Oregon whitewater.

aremany morewe haveyet to paddid |

" copy d Whitewater West Virginia at’

Jim Goddard photo
Bruce Warner challengesthe steep gradient of the Upper, Upper White Salmon.
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some d our favorites..some morsels
from the enticing whitewater banquet
available to northwesternboaters.
TheWhite Salmon
The Upper, Upper sectiond
I “his river featuresdassctecm cd waeter.
i Start with aline-your-boat-down-put-
:n, followed by steep staircase drops
with unpleasant consequencesfor those
|- -whase concentration lgpses, runnable
waterfdls..and unrunnablewaterfals.
E All d this culminates in the Zig Zag
Canyon, a section not deemed part o
| the run by the authors d the Soggy
“Sneekersguide, for reasonsd liability.
This section is more intense
than the Upper Y ough, and it remains

| -

Until then we will describtheprovinced aneliteclassd boaters.
mmBruce Warner, one d these dlite, gra-

cioudy led imdown thisriver for the
firgt timelast June.

TheWhiteSamoniscaptured
between two sheer Columbian basalt
walls. Springsflowing from the cliffs
augmentthevolumeconsiderably. The
cdear water lulls the paddier, amost
into astate d hypnosis. Theriver is
deceptivesncethe volumeand power
d theriver ssem minimal.

Jmdiscoveredthisfirst-hand
as he followed Bruce down a non-de-
scriptdiagonal ledge. Uponhittingan
innocent looking boil at thefoot of the
drop, Jim was catapulted twenty feet
laterdly into an undercut basalt wall
where thousandsd projectingfingers
tore at his shoulder. As he dowly
inched hisway out d thisdilemma, he
spotted Brucein an eddy below, smil-
ing. He had seen the same thing hap-
pentodl thefirgt timersonthisriver.
I BdowtheZigZag Canyonlies
| the Upper WhiteSalmon Only therapid

jugt below the put-inisasdifficult as

what lies upstream. A fourteen foaot,

doglegwaterfall used tobeconsidered
| the only portage on the river. How-
ever, paddlinglegend Harvey Shapiro’s
pioneering backward plunge over the
drop has paved the way for more con-
ventional assaultson thismenace.

Not far downstream refts
suspended from a cable signa the
beginningd thecommercidly paddied
sectiond the White Salmon. Theriver
isoned our most popular raftingriv-
ers, snceit runs throughout the sum-
mer when othershavelost their flow.
51m_—mﬂ1_e busiest dag.

thetota number d raftsontheriveris




no greater than the number pinned in
Entrance Rapid on the Lower Yough
during any random fifteen minute inter-
val.

Thegradienthereis90feet per
mile, but for the most part it isevenly
distributed. Thereare, however, afew
steep dropsfeaturing ender spots that
coulddistract aboater for anentireday.

TheBreitenbush

Harvey Shapirointroduced us
to theBreitenbush..oned thoserivers
whoseintimateand breathtakingbeauty
seemsasurpriseevery timewepaddle
it. The towering forest o fir trees,
carpeted by luxuriousmossesand ferns,
is moreimpressive than any botanical
garden. Theriver lives up to its envi-
ronment.

Choose your put-in depend-
ingonthekarmad theday. Anserpen-
tinechannel early intherun calledthe
Slot collectstreesand logs. Theseare
usually avoidable but are very intimi-
dating. Otherwise, theriver's pool drop
character makes eastern boatersfeel at
home.

Some d the river's steeper
dropscanelevateone's pul setoaerobic
levels. And to top thingsoff, thereisa
commune turned resort just abovethe
put-in, blessed with natural hot springs.

TheClackamas

This is Oregon's answer to
Pennsylvania's Lower Y oughiogheny.
Although numerous portions o this
river arerunnable, thesectionfromthe
ThreeLynx power stationtoBob’s Hole
is the most popular. Your run here
might betainted by thesight d another
boating party somewhereon theriver,
an unusua occurrencehereintheNorth-
west.

TheClackamas’s broad nature
isfunneled into narrow, sloping drops
withbigwaves, followedby unpredict-
ablesquirlies. Theriver alsoissprinkled
with remnants of the ared's volcanic
past. One particular rapid has lured
many an unwary boater into arecircu-
lating eddy, where the escape o last
resortinvolvesclimbingastrategically
placed chain ladder up a diff face.

Attheendd thisrun liesBdds
Hole, a seething white trough formed
atthebase df aslopingshelf justbeyond
a series of surfable waves. The hole
resemblesBigNasty onWest Virginia’s
Cheat at low water, and is more than
many boaterscareto tackle. Theexis-

tenced thisrapid, and itsproximity to
the road, has helped create a unique
hybrid paddler, onethat will spend his
or her entire river career writhing 200
yardsdf thisfabledspot. Thisisalsothe
sitedf theannual Bob’s HoleRodeo, an
event that hasattracted and challenged
mostd theBigNameWesternBoaters.
TheWind

TheWind could easily become
aPortland kayakers favorite, bei ng only
an hour from homeand navigableover
awideranged flows. We have spent
many memorabledays with our new
found paddling acquaintanceson this
premieresectiondf whitewater. Com-
parablein difficulty to the West Vir-
giniaBigSandy, theWindfeaturesonly
one small refuge of calm water in the
entirefirst haf of therun.

After anicewarm-up, theriver
buildstoacrescendodf technical,steep
drops. Good river reading skillsand
quick reflexes are a must, as boaters
dodge rocksand holes, choosingfrom
amyriadd routes, notall o whichare
truly desireable. The rapids here are
long by northwestern standards and
they tend to flow together. The steep
canyonwallsgo unnoticed aspaddlers
concentrateon the matter at hand.

3

Rodeoriding at Bob's Holeon the ClackamasRiver.

Jim Goddard photo

The second hdf o Wind is
moresoothingand playful. Disconcert-
ingistheevidenced man's intrusion
into thewilderness, unfortunate clearcuts
studded with thestumpsaf oncemag-
nificent trees. But not far downstream,
aglorious waterfall
cascadesfromthesidetotheedged the
river, makingit easy toignoretheminor
devastation above.

The take-out is identified by
the remnants o a bridge washed out
longago. ThisalsoservesastheWind's
crude gauge. The water level is not
measured by feet, inchesor cfshere but
rather by the number of ties showing
abovethe water.

A New Home

Aswe mentioned before, these
arejust afew o themagnificentrivers
we havediscovered near our new north-
westernhome The variety and thebeauty
d the rivers here seems endless..we
hope this sampler will answer some
our old eastern friends queries about
what we've been up to sincewe made
the move. Were more than satisfied
with the whitewater we have found,
and were looking forward to experi-
encingnew northwesternriversfor years
tocome.



Back

In the

Future

A Yankee kayaker in a French king's court

By CHRIS KOLL

asafter midnight when| crosseda narrow bridgeover the
4 Fraver River and entered thehamlet of Beford. Thevillage
was already adleep and the mist from a steady autumn rain

settled over thedarkened houseslike a thick comforter.

| wasaboutto park my truck onthequietstreet, crawl intothe
back and wait for morning when | spotted ahead the distinctivered
beacon d neon that promised a backcountry tavern.

'What thehdl,”” | saidaloud. “1t’s till early.” And | pulled
intothegravel lot o theBeford Inn.

n hour earlier, | had left Watertown, NY, cuttingeast across
i A e Tug Hill before rgjoining the Black River upstream at
: towville. Crossing the Bladk, | plunged northeast over de-
serted roadsinto thefoothillsdf the Adirondacks. | had to backtrack
twice beforefinding the unmarked turn to Belford.

| was responding to a unique invitation from NiagaraMo-
hawk—ourloca publicutility—tojoinasel ectedcross-sectionof central
New York boatersto''test'" thefeasibility d whitewater paddlingon
asectiond the Beaver normally dewatered by the Taylorvillehydro-
dectric project.

There are abunch of dewatered sectionsonthe Beaver. I nfact,
during thetumultuous 25-mile stretchwherethe Beaver tumblesdown
nearly 1,000 feet out d the Adirondack highlands, theriver isblocked
by 12 hydroel ectricdams.

The dams are built at the heads d mgor drops or long
stretchesd rapidsand funnel thewater into huge, steel tubes, 10-feet
indiameter. Thetubes, knownaspenstocks, parall €l theriverback into
thetrees, collectingthe power d compressed water rollingdownhill,
until releasingtheriver at agenerating station.

Some penstocksrun for only afew hundred yards. Some
stretchfor several miles. But in either scenario, theresultisthesame:
aoncewild river reducedtoatrickle.

All o theeight hydro plantsoperated by Niagara-Mohawk
areupfor relicensinginl993. Part d theprocessrequirestheutility to
consider how theriver can be usedfor recreationaswell asgenerating
power.

S0, Ni-Moasked us, would you mind playing ' guineapig"
for a day whilewe released varyingflowsback into theriver?
Sure.
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~ hetwogentssittingat theend of thebar lookedup |

‘aslentered theroom, qui cklyascertainedthat | was
~ O lessinterest than theirbeers, and redirected their
attention to their draughts.

After thebartender poured meacoldone, | wan-
dered about the rambling inn. A wide room, empty except
for a pool table and a juke box, was adjacent to the bar.
Additional dining areas, now dark and deserted, lay be-
yond.

Theexpansivetavernspoked better times.| imag-
ined the place when Belford was a boisterouslittle town,
flushwith activity from logging. Back then therooms must
have been almost too small to hold the broad shouldered
Friday night crowd. | pictured the Inn full o smoke and
shouting voices..

What a magnificent country this must have been.
Tohaveseen theBeaver—if only once—beforeit wasfettered
behind achaind dams. 1,000 feetin25miles. Togoback in
time--justonce...

Shaking off my reverie, | regained my stool at the

bar and ordered anather libation. Thedoor totheinn blew -

open. A pair o couplesentered and greeted the bartender.
The men went into the other room to play pool while the
women settled three stoolsdown and chatted merrily.

Pretending to study a poster on thewall announc-
inganapproaching"'BigBuck” contest, | secretly examined
thewomen. | took asipd my drink, and looked again. My
eyeslingered. Returningtomy drink, | drained theglassand
turned back again.

Wham! All went black and | remembered nomore.

—tke-alone in an empty fidd to the gray sky d

early daezn, My boat and paddling gear lay strewn

around me, but therewas no sign d my truck.

What had happened?

Had an escort d one d the comely lasses noticed my
unseemly glancesand applied a pod cueto the back d my head?

Or had I simplyimbibedonedrantoomany, fallen from
my stool in adrunken stupor, and been deposited in thisisolate
meadow by the disgusted proprietor d the Inn?

My headache promoted either possihbility. But in any
case, wherewasmytruck? | rasetomy fest and staggered down
arutted cart pathinwhat ssemed to bethedirectiond thetown.

ks sathwas littered with frequent land minesd horse
_ B manure and led down to the Beaver. The river was
~swolkem, Spilling over its banks.
"Odd," | muttered to mysdlf.” The damat Stillwater
controls flows. It should beamaximumd 500 ds™
| folowed the river downstream. My congternation
grew with every mile. Where was Belford? Where was my
truck? | passd frequent rapids, narrow tumbling dropsroaring
in flood. | reasoned: this drop has to e Bdford, High Fallsar
Beaver Falls...but wher earethehydr o projects?Wherearethe

houses?Wherearetheroadsand bridges?Wherethehell am
1?

e

With every footstep, | grew more desperate, but what |
could | do but trudgedownstream? Finally, | rounded abend to

Brad Vromanphoto

Back in the present, Barry Robinson plunges down a steep
chutein one of drops of the Taylorville section of New York's
Beaver River.

find a collectiond rough dwellings perdhed on the banks d the
Beaver. Now Twas reallyconfused--thiswasn't Croghanor Beaver
Fallsor any d the other half dozen littletowns lining the Beaver.
| couldn't exactlytell why, but it didn't look likeany backcountry
village! had ever encountered.

What wasit that appeared 5o 0dd? Not the unpainted,
rough planking of the shelters. Not the wood split shakes that
shingled the roofs. And certainly not the privies tucked away
behindeachhouse. No—anyboater familiarwiththe Appalachians
has seen similar sights.

Then | realized what ssemed 9 strange: not oneaban-
doned automobilerested on blocksinthe yardsd thevillage. And
not a single satellitedish scanned the heavens beside the houses.
Wheream|1? Whereismy truck?

| saggered toward the village. Down at theedge d the
water,a solitaryfiguredressed ina light blue morning coat with
| white breeches fished the Beaver.

""Hey,” laccostedhim;" lappeartobea littlel ost. Could
- you tell me1ust wherethe hdl | am?"

Thegentlemanturned asde fromhisangling, cas mea
\Mtherlng glance, and replied"

"Tuesen Castomille, tuidiot!"

o
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Steve Massaro photo

Boat-scouting at the top of a drop on the Beaver.

Castowille! That was name given one d the region's
firg settlements by its earliest French settlers, back in the early
1800's.

““What isthis, somekind o reenactment, huh?"* | said.
" That's why you're wearing thoseodd clothes. You're dressed for
the period.”

"Odd dothes™ sputtered the Frenchman, staring with
disbelief at my Patagonia pile sweater and pants,” It is| wearing
odd clothes? It is you wearing odd clothes! Tu resemblea~ une
chenille pailu™ (you resemblea hairy cater pillar--editor)
| knew then that something was amiss.

g | happensall thetimein the movies. Timewarps. Time

_ __‘I‘&Eﬁs Time travel. Peggy Sue, Michael J. Fox,
% Caplain Kirkand H.G. Wells. Back tothefuture.

| couldn't explainit. Somehow, | had been transported
back in timeto the early nineteenth century.

My situation could have been wor se. Theregionaround
the Beaver had been settled by French aristocrats fleeing the
revolutionin their homeland. They had purchased largetractsof
land and lived in relative leisure by selling pieces o their vast
holdings, one chunk at atime.

My fishing acquaintance proved tobeanemigre Count,
and after accepting my unusual attire, he becamemy benefactor.

| needed one. Despitemny 20tk century educationat one
o the nation's finest football factories,| wasremarkablyunskilled.
[ couldn't farm. | waslousy with anaxe. | couldn't cook without
amicrowave. And | couldn't build without power tools.

| was reduced to performing menial chores for the
Count. | padded his canoe, cleaned his fish and shoveled his
stables. I lived in adrafty hut behind his comfortablelodge. | ate
the scrapsfrom histable. It was alifestyle asdestituteas that of
any raft guide.

eve
The author leans into a pillow in the middle of a tight chute.
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Bernie Wooten "boofs" the boil over a ledge of the Beaver River.

Until one fateful night changed my life..

Joseph Bonaparte, Napoleon's older brother, the former
king d Spain, owned an sumptuous estate at Lake Bonaparte,
about 20 milestothenorth. Heoccasionallyvisited the area forthe
fishingand tovisit hismistress. Learning that Josephwould pass
through Castoruillethenext month, the Count prompted hatched
plansto providethe monarch a welcome, well, fit for aking.

Every member o the the Count's daff plunged into
staging the celebration. | wasin charged the bar.

Unfortunately, the Count's wine cdlar was in a sd
stated affairs. His supply d grapebrought from Francehad long
vanishedand thelocal vintageborea strong similarity tovinegar.

What to do? At last, my 20th century training peid
dividends.

In the village, a French mason produced lime for his
mortar by baking commonlimestone. | capturedaby product o the
process--CO2--and released gasinatightly corked barre of fresh
spring water. Voila-—1 had created my own version of seltzer.

Mixing the seltzer with the Count's dubious grape, |
introduced the world's first wine cooler. | hedd my breath as the
King took along pull o thedrink, his glass garnished by atiny

colorful cocktail umbrellal had created by festooning long twigs |

with sumac leaves.

The King wrinkled his nose as the bubblestickied his
sinuses, and announced:

““Cette boisson est delicieuse! Emploie le Bouffon.”
(Thisis good stuff. Employthe buffoon--editor).

My fortunewas made. The beveragewasthetoast o the
festivities. | was about to become an Adirondack kayaker in a
expatriot King's court.

—
Brad Vrornan photo

C-boater leans to avoid a potential pin.
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~myrtruck wasto disappear 150 yearsin the future. The
= King was demanding. He paid top dollar for every
bottle, but constantly called for more production. | hired a staff.

Limestonewasin abundance. We stripped away a Sde
hill and quarried more than we needed.

Fud for the firewasno problem. Treeswere everywhere.
We clear-cut swathes through the woods.

| even found a cheap sourceof bottles--soeconomical |
didn't bother to reuse the empties. We developed the first non-
returnable.

Finally, | had leisuretimetoexploretheriver.

My boating gear was still in the meadow where | had
abandoned it. One by one, | conquered the wild sectionsd the
Beaver.

There was the easy rapids above Stillwater...Moshier
Falls, a wild three-mile section d sheer drops and tight, con-
dricted channels..Eagle Falls, perhapsthe most challenginghalf-
mile of boatable water in New York—a 45-degree, 30-yard dide
intoatiny pod followed byaten foot drop, another ten foat drop
and then a fifteen foat drop, all with challenging class1V lead-
ins...Soft Maple Falls..the 25-foot Effley Falls...Elmer Falls...a
continuous mile d class IV at Taylorville..the cataract at
Belfort...High Fallsand finally Beaver Falls.

The Beaver fdl in spurts. Sectionsd gut-wrenching
whitewater wereseparated by long, pladd pools I'd drift the podls
and fish for supper whilethe stunning Adirondack sceney passd
by on both banksd the river.

Shuttle was easy. | simply rode a horse dragging my
boat behind. I'd go upstreamas far as felt like paddling and then
throwmy boat i nthewater. The horsewould find her way backto
the barn unaided.

My Frenchcompatriotsdid not understand my infatu-
ation with whitewater. They considered rapids a dangerousob-

ished a plant upstream on the Beaver, near where |
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struction that necessitated a portage.

Their attitude was in some degree a product o the
untimelydeathd PierrePharoux,the surveyor whe first explored
the region, mapping the boundariesd the settlement.

Several yearshefore, Pharouxhadattempted tocrossthe
Black River near the present site o Watertown after several days
of hard rain. Hehad previously forded theriver at the same spot
manytimes, using long polesto pushawooden raft across. But on
that occasion, the poles failed to reach bottom o the swollen
stream. The raft careened out of control downriver before finally
plunging over the 20-foot cascade known asthe Great Falls.

The French would not under stand that 200 years inthe
future, rational people would actually payto put on the Blackin
rafts just 100 yards below the Great Falls.

Despitemyidiosyncracies,it wasaneasylife. And little
by little, I used 20th century technology to make my existence
more comfortable.

Webuilt asmall penstock.First weused water power to
mechanicallyturn large ceiling fansto cool the houseduring hot
summer days. Then, after paying an exorbitant amount for some
fine copper wire, | fashioneda crude generator.

Ifelt alittleguilty...usingtheriverto power generation,
After all, it was the sameissue | had ragged Ni-Mo about, 150
yearsin the future. But | had to have power.

Not for light. Candleswere adequate.

Not for heat. With five fireplacesthat roared continu-
oudly, my cabin remained snug and warm.

But the Adirondackinsects...the mosquitos and black
flies. I had to do something.

My French employees called my latest invention “un
machin pour tuer |esinsectes.”

They couldn’t wrap their tongues around “’bug-zap-
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rolled by. The business prospered. I boated every
:._' __.s[u]..and spent the evenings gathered withmyempl oyees,

g ~mwaiching themoon riseover theriver, roasting passen-
ger pigeons on a spit over a barbecue, digracted only by an
occasional moth's fiery dance o deathin the zapper.

Then a fateful day. I paddied home one afternoon to be
greeted at river edge by my friend the Count, the sheriffand a fat
Yankee businessman.

| had been dispossessed.

" Themoney, my friend,themoney--itisshort.” saidthe
Count.

"White cod," said the Yankee. "' This river is white
(ml ’//

| clutched my head. What had I done? My interference
had altered the course d history. The responsibility was mine.
That damn bug-zapper.

| swooned.

s = “¥.Wake up'" Chris, wakeup."
"I—I Pete Skinner stood at theopen door of my truck. |

had been asleep in the front seat, my feet sticking
out thedoor.

'You must have had a hard night,"* Skinner said
solicitoudly. "I had a heckuva timewaking you."

| blinked, thenquickly looked about. My truck was
parked beside an imposing sguare building. Mounted in
front wasasign that read "" Taylorville Station."

| remained unusually quiet as the other paddlers
arrived. Barry Robinsonfrom Albany, Chris Roberts, Brad
Vromanand BernieWooten from Utica, SteveM assarofrom
Watertown, a pair of C-boatersfrom Rochesterand several
othersl didn't know. By thetimeEd Kiesa, theriver yuppie,
rolled in—a shiny new Sabre mounted on histurbo Volvo—
we numbered twelve.

It must have been some bizarre dream, | kept

saying to myself.But | couldn't shakethevivid impression
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Brad Vroman photo

that | had been here before. | couldn't dismissadepressing

sensed personal responsibility. Thisplant washerebecause
o me.

[ | followed the others to a wide garagebehind the

facility. Jamie, a good old boy from Ni-Mo, dressed in

Carharts for theoccasion, gaveusabriefingover coffeeand

doughnuts:

'In order for us to judge what flows are most
appropriatefor whitewater, wed likeyoutorunthestretch
four times. Well alter theflow withevery run. Thereachis
| only about a milelong, and wefigured eachrunwould take
aboutan hour. Aftereachtrip, we'd likeyoutofill outaques-
tionnairesowecanget your input astotheconditionsat that
particular flow.

"WEell havealittlespread hereafterthesecondrun,
| so youll get something to eat. And well shuttle you and
i your boatsbacktothetop aftereachrunsoyoucanjustleave
your vehicleshere"

ar
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My companionsbuzzed withexcitement. Thiswas
proving to beonehell d adeal. Shuttle. Lunch. And a new
river withwater ondemand. My spiritslifted. Heck, it was
adream.

i bounced about in the back of the truck as the

pickup drove up a narrow dirt road through the

trees to the dam at the head o the run. The sun
broke through the cloudsand brightened the red and yel-
lows o the hardwoods. It was a beautiful Adirondack
autumn morning.

Theroad ended at afairly unobtrusive dam that
stretched betweenacoupled islands. Anopen gatespilled
atorrentd water intoatiny pool that emptiedimmediately
into the first drop. We rushed to unload boats and zip
drysuits.

For thefollowingfivehours, | lived another sort of
dream—adream o a perfect day on thetrip.

The Beaver was an intimate river. The channel
running from the opening pool was only four feet wide,
rushing downaconstricted slideinto a nasty undercut.

We put in just below where theriver widened to
fifteen feet, bounced through several standing waves, and
eddied above thefirst significant obstacle.

A large pour-over rock dominated the middle of
theriver formingan imposing hydraulic. We surfed across
the pillow in front o the rock and dropped into the eddy
below, hooting with delight and stroking for the next hori-
zonline.

Asweapproached, itbecameapparent that Jamie's
scheduledf an hour-longrunmight beputin jeopardy. This
was a serious drop. We jumped out on the right to take a
look.

The Beaver funneled down a 45-degree dide, rat-
ingdownal00-foot pitchbeforeculminating withawicked
holewherethefast water hit collidedwiththebottom paool.
Theslidewasnot entirelysmooth, but punctuated by ledges

where out boats dropped abruptly a 7
foot or twoat atime. Our boatsaccel er- SRR LLsTFLTs By T=B (T8 ([« R¥[s 1Ty
e Tha- '“l’h’ﬂl".l'mﬁ*r#i‘f—

fetched as it may seam, appears 1o
hold some hestorical vatldity.

in the late 1700, French refu-

ated toafearful paceand thenslammed

through the hydraulic. it
Sittingin an eddy at the bot-

tom, justout reachof thehole, Barryand

| tried to adopt aninsouciant demeanor-

The hole had been toying with me--leadingmein.
| flipped again and the boat was tossed end over end. The
hydraulicripped me violently from the boat.

Unfortunately, | wasunsuccessful inremovingmy
lifgjacket and drowning myself before popping to the sur-
face. My compatriots joyfully rained abuse upon me.

Twomorememorableclass4 dropsfollowed. Both
were tight, technical, challenging. Then an easy lead-out
featuringa seriesd easy play hydraulics.

Weloaded the boatsand ran theriver twice more.
Thethird runfeatured themost water. Predictably, it wasthe
best rund theday.

To test the river's suitability for rafting, we had
brought my 13-foot Campways, and after runningadropin
our hardboats, sel ected crewsscampered back over therocks
to man theinflatable.

It wasamusing to watch aninveteratecol lectiond
kayakersfightfor positionsintheraft. Skinner, whoclaimed
to have never beforeridden in a raft, usually claimed the
front tube.

He occupied that position when Massaro, a com-
mercial raft guide, maneuvered theraft through theriver's
final mgor rapid. Kiesaand | also possessed commercial
experience, and we manned the remaining slots.

Skinner squealed with delight as the Campways
pitched down a steep 15-foot slide into a short pool below.
But Peter, unschooled in the difficulty of water currently
negotiated by raft, clearly anticipated Massaroto beach the
raft beforea seriesd abrupt five-foot ledges that followed.

As the three o us dug in toward the next drop,
Skinner turned anxioudly:

"No. No. Not thewaterfall!"* Thenhedoveinto the
middled theboat asthe raft plunged over the precipice.

Weall experienced particular delight as Skinner—
the man who had at one time or another terrified us dl,
leading us blindly down some horrible rapid—slunk away
from the raft as we bailed at the bottom.

Our callsfollowed him:

**No. No. Not thewaterfal."

| knew after thethird run that

— my day was done. Although the run
wias less thana milelong, | feltas if | had
|.'|.1rn|'.|'||.1L-|.-1J a l::-nE streich of river. The
others were done in as well. Yot wa

~thekind of attitudethat said, 'Well, of ~ B#88 tid estabiish & town named —p_ i the final hydraulic, surfing

course I'm going to jump in this hy-

then go right ahead.""

Casiorville at the present site of the

> ; o Willage of BamverFalle,
draulic. Butif youreally wanttogofirst, The drowning of Plerre

and sarfing.

was in a reflectivemood as |

Butafter half aminute, | feltaswm my boat. | realized
if my bluff had beencalled. Hell, | could —S@eeribad as reported In histarcal -

my dream had been somesort

—documents.

never play poker, either. | slid into the Jossph

hole.

Atfirstl thought | wasinforan
easy ride. The hole was smooth—pre-
dictable. | lifted my paddle above my
head and smiled at theboys. But then|”
caught anedgeand when | rolled back
up, my paddle was gone.

ousied King of Spaln, did own a

flahing lodge at what |8 now Known

as Lake Bonaparte.

——The-vermacily- ol the remaln—

—dar ol Mo Koll's story Wil e o to—
tha readar (o |udge.

of subconscious warning,..

Maybe | hadn't single-handedlhy
atterod-the-course-of history teading ta
{he L{nmrnir.E of this wonderful river,
but | shared the n:-.'|]:|un.-:i.'l:li'|i.|::.-'.

All thetimes| failed to extin-
EIJ:.‘\-I'I an wnnecessary I'.Eht, drove i
truck at 70 mph, procrastinated in put-

Bonaparte, the

]



ting up storm windows, neglected
to recyclethat bottle, when | was
too damn lazy to do all the easy
little things to conserve our re-
sources| was contributing to the
erectiond thosefacilitiesand the
lossof theriver.

Asweall did.

But | felt betterafter run-
ning the Beaver. Through relicen-
sing, maybel help taking partin
changing thefuture.

I cinched down the last
knot and turned toenter thetruck
when my foot slipped over aglass
object, haf buried in thedirt.

It was an ancient bottle.
Its raised lettering was still leg-
ible."* Adirondack WineCooler."

| tossed it in the back of
the truck. Time to turn it in for
deposit.
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Like a staircase of water, the Beaver River tumbles off the Adiron-

N800 dackplateauto the Black Rivervalley. Unfortunately, the entire 25-milestretch
- of flowing river is either dewatered or drowned behind dams. As the diagram
11 indicates, most of the Beaver's milder gradient is buried forever behind hydro

1500

dams while reaches of high gradient are entirely bypassed by penstocks

— However, since last autumn's test descent of the Bea-
feee ! ver, the AWA has continuedto negotiate with Niagara-Mohawk
Z | for recreational waterreleasesin currently dewateredreaches of
G l1a00 the river. In recent discussions, Ni-Mo officials haven't denied
s | SOFT MAPLE EL 1286.4 that the potential for recreation
; __ exists in reacheslike Taylorville,
2 oo 1 but have expressed concerns
3 o EFFLEY FALLS EL 1163 over how to allow paddlers ac-
‘E 'I-\'f!-
(7]

cess without exposing the utility
fo liability.

The AWA will continue
to work with Ni-Mo to establisha
workable solutionthat allows pad-
dlers back on the Beaver on a
regularbasis.

The Taylorville reachof
the Beaver is just one example
ef hew the AWA's ambitous River
Relicensing Program can improve
the state of paddling across the
nation. Dozens of other hydro
sites up for relicensing in the
next five years have a similar
potentialfor revitalized whitewa-
ter flows.
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Was this one the portage?

(Top) Bob Boch at "La Catarata Grande™-the second falls in the second gorge.

(Bottom) Bob at second ledge of first falls.

By CHRIS LEA

Darkness comes early in the
canyond theRioPacuare. Itistheend
d avery difficult first day's paddling
on the Pacuare' Amba" (upper Pac-
uare). Withdaylight dwindling wehave
exited avery difficult gorgeand found
asuitableopen, grassy placein which
tocamp. After acold dinner, webuild
afireon thebeach.

The late December Costa Ri-
can nightisnot at al chilly, but, with
thesundownalready, itseemstobethe
only thing to do; besides, it may ward
of ditheringterciopeos. Thefire pro-
vokes us to stare into it; staring pro-
vokes thinking..today's canyon has had
continually hairy paddling - long,
boulder-choked rapidsand several big
and dangerousdrops. Our sourcessay
we may haveancther difficult canyon
tomorrow - this one may include two
mandatory portages. Weareabit wor-
ried. We have managed to paddle ev-
ery drop today, but somewereaboutat
thelimitd what wed care to attempt
on thisremote, seldom-paddied river.
Consideringwhat the runnable rapids
have been like, we wonder how bad a
CogtaRican " mandatory portage'” can
be Consideringthissectiond river has
been run perhapsfiveor six timesbe-
foreand we have but avaguedescrip-
tiond itsdifficulties, wewonder what
wecanexpect. Eventualy, wechasethe
giant wood roaches of our deeping
bagsand turnin.

It is December, 1986. Bill
Webster, Bob Book, and | havecometo
CogtaRica to paddle. Itismy first trip
here, while they each have been here
once before to paddle the more stan-
dard runs, suchasthemiddleReventa-
zon andthe lower Pacuare | haveknown
Bill for anumber d yearsfrom climb-
ing. He eventually moved to North
Carolinaand got into a kayak; severa
yearslater, | gottired d sittingaround
when it rained and started paddling
aso. | had alwaystrusted Bill's judge-
ment in outdoor pursuits; after dl, he

or this one?
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had sdlected the Chest Canyon, theNew |
River Gorge, and Chattooga Section 4
as good, fun runs for me when | had

had two months o paddling experi-

ence. So when he suggested a sdif-
planned trip to CostaRica to try some
difficultriversno one, including most
paddlerswho had beento thecountry,

seemed toknow muchabout, | quickly
signedon. | drovefrom D.C. toChape

Hill to meet Bill. We met Bdb, another

Carolina kayaker, in Miami. On the
planeto San Jose, we attempted to put
the finishing practice touches on our

last minutereviewsd ol dcollegeSpan-
ishtexts. Theflightattendantswerenot
impressed, but we could now hold a
meaningful conversationwith any four-
year-old in thecountry.

InSan Joss, we met CodaRiean
river guides Oswaldoand Mario and,
an American, Mark. They had aday off,
and wedroveto Turrialba, aCarribean
sope town which may someday be-
cometheFriendsvilled Central Amer-
ica A few milesoutsided town, we
put in at the Angosturabridgefor the

onishoretoscoutadifficultrapidonthe
upper Pacuare, when they scared up a
gerciopelo. Terciopelos, alsoknownas
velvet snakesor ferde-lance, are very

‘or this one?

Catiesectiond thelower Reventazon-
abig water run much like the Gauley,
but steeper and morecontinuous. The
water washig; play spotsand scenery
were excdlent. Oswaldo, Mark, Bill,
Badb, and | had agreat day. Marioaso
had aday. Without ariver rall, hehad
performed a series d heroic swims,
includinga particul arly awesome one
through Lava Central, Codta Rica’s
answer to Fillow Rock. That evening,
planswerelaid tosmuggleMarioand
his kayak into the Hotel Europals in-
door pool for someclandestinerolling
lessons. Thiswould beinreturnfor his
storiesabout Peruvian women.

After savera Reventazontrips,
weasked about the upper Pacuare, al5
mile long Class 5 section above the
popular and sceniclower commercidly-
run section. Oswaldo had made one
tripdowniit:

"You go through twocanyons,
man, and al d thereal hard rapidsare
in thecanyons. You haveto maketwo
mandatory portagesat somefallsin the
sacond canyon Yau might want to meke
somemoreportages, and, when you're
downinthere, youwanttoscoutevery-
thing."” |
Mark had an anecdote from |

histrip. Thegrouphadbeengettingout |

Bob Boch enters opening rapid of the first gorge.

large, very aggressive, and very poi-

sonous Central American vipers. This
snake, whichMark described asbeing
as thick as his upper arm, bolted into
theriver and swam toward a kayaker
paked in an eddy. Fortunately, the
current sweptit onthroughtheClass5
drop. Thinking they had withessed the
reptile's demise, thegroup paddiedthe
drop to find the snake waiting calmly
on arock at the bottom o the rapid.
Ancther Costa Rican paddler, Rafadl
Gallo, waseven lessthrilled about the
upper Pacuare; he had been swept under
an undercut and said he had amost
diedonit.

We planned a three day, 30
mile trip on the river. The upper Pac-
uare sectionendsat thelower Pacuare
put-in, deep in theriver's canyon. The
poor access here makesit logistically
desireabl eto continuedown thescenic
and more mellow lower river, but we
would have to pack food, water, and
camping gear for three days. Noned
ushad paddied carryingovernightgear
inour boats, and weweren't surewhat
anextral5 poundsin thesternsd our
kayaksmight do to our maneuverabil-
ity onariver wherewewereobviously
going to need lotsd it. Oswaldo was
goingtotry tojonus, if hedidn't need
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towork. But hedid not meet usat the
rendevousoutside Turrialba. Without
his firsthand knowledge o the river
and his fluency in the country's lan-
guage, we knew we had even mored
an adventure coming.

We had one car availablefor
theshuttleand had hired Mateis, aloca
manfrom near Turrialba, todriveusto
the put-inand pick us up at thelower
Pacuaretake-outat thehighwaybridge
near Siquirres 3dayslater. Mateis made
alivinggrowing coffes, runninga popo=
ria (smdl general store), and running
shuttlesfor oned thecommercia out-
fitters, and hecoachedasoccer team, as
well.Hewasa jovid sortwhospokeno
English, but seemed to delight in our
our rathersimpli sticdescriptionsd life
in “los Estados Unidos™ paddlingon
the" RioCheat and Rio Nuevo,”” and, of
course, Mario's swims.

After about an hour o dirt
road driving, we descended into the
Pacuare canyon at a group d houses
aongtheriver called Bgo Pacuare. We
checked the government gauge just
upstream from the put-in bridge.
Oswaldo had said not to consider the
trip if the water were above a certain
level. Naturally, not oned usremem-
bered what level he had mentioned.



But theriver looked lowand gentleasit
poured through a small rock garden
bd ow thebridge-maybeeventoolow
tobefun, wethought. L ater, wewereto
be quite grateful for no more water
than this.

After "adios" and "'suerte’
from Mateis, we paddleddownstream.
For severd miles, thePacuaredid little
to confirm the seriousness o its de-
scriptions. Easy rock gardensled into
blue-greenpoolsd clean, warmwater.
Wewereinacanyonperhapsasdeepas
theNew River Gorge, butitssideswere
ometimesdensely-forested, sometimes
pasture. Theoccasiond cattledrinking
in the river and small shacks high on
thecanyon's sideswereremindersthat,
for al their mystery, riversweconsder
exoticareoftenlesswild than somed
our own.

After about an hour's paddie,
thingschanged dramatically. ThePac-
uare twisted intoa narrow gorgewithin
the main canyon and dropped out d
sight. A shore scout showed the river
flowing left through a complex rock
garden, then turning right over severa
narrow chutesbeforetheflow converged
in a narrow channel against a sheer
rock wall and powered through two
big holes. We eddy-hopped through
the first hdf d the rapid, picked a
careful line through the dots, then
cranked the lower drops to the pool
bdow. It wasour firsttasted paddling
Class4-5rapidswithl oadedboats.One
needed to paddleaggressivelyto keep
from boggingdown. Turnsintoeddies
could be made more exciting by the
threat d the stern getting swept on
downriverbeforeonecleared theeddy-
ling, and big drops threatened to cap-
tureor backender boats paddied with
lessthanfull authority.

‘Wow, that wasapretty good
one™”

Yeah, let's get reedly; thiscould
bethat first canyon Oswaldowastal k-
ing about."

But thegorgeopened up, and
the Pacuare flowed on through more
easy miles asif had never just been
throughabig, violent rapid.

We cameto severa swinging
footbridges, meaning that we had ar-
rived at Bgo Pacuare. We had not
paddliedin acircle; thissettlement and
the one from which we had started
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shared the same name, as do many
other Codta Rican townsin the same
area - apparently for no other reason
than to confuse aready lost gringo
paddlers. We had a quick lunch just
past Bgo Pacuare2 Theeasy river was
beginning to worry us; it was getting
intoafteroon,and we had beenthrough
only one difficult rapid. We till had

| twowholecanyonsd difficultboating

somewhereahead. We paddied on.

The river began to steepen,
and therapidsbegantoget moreinter-
esting. Eventudly, they built up to a
seriesd solid class 4s that had to be
boat scouted carefully toavoid pinning
possibilities on rocks and occasond
logs. But they weren't dowingusdown
much. Then, about mid-afternoon, the
river approached another seep-walled,
densgly-jungled gorge. Huge volcanic
boulderschoked itschannd asit poured
through a very obstructed, and obvi-
oudy very difficult, rapid.

A socout from amidstream rock
showed a line through the first drop,
but theremainderd thelongrapidwas
a garden o steep chutes, undercuts,
and small eddies. The rapid was very
technical,and thechannelizationd the
water by the huger ocks medethedrops
quitepowerful, aswell, anobservation
madeall themoreobviousby thediffi-
culties  paddling loaded kayaks
through them.

"l think wereinit now!"

"Yeah, paddling withall this
gear sucks. That washard!™*

"L ooks like another big one.
Thismust be the hard stuff."

Anotherlong, blindrapidfol-
lowed. | got out ontheleft bank tolook.
Suddenly remembering Mark's story
d terciopelos and their fondness for
Class5 water, | picked up my paddle
and banged rocks ahead o me as |
waked..... here, snake...look out,
seke"' | waan't kidding. Thiswas no
placeto get hit.

But theleft bank steepened to
ashort diff before | could see down-
stream to what was obvioudy the big
stuff. | would have to dimb above it
and thrash through the vegetationabove
to see much from thisside. Acrossthe
river was alarge shorelineeddy, from
whichonecould moreeesily wak down
stream, alongtheright bank. Itwasjust
abovewhat |ooked likealong, difficult
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section, andacoupled easy dropsand
chutes led toit. | chose the threats d

iFaryingabove Class5 rapidsover those
of Class6 snakesand jungle. Bill and
IBdbhad al sogottenout ontheleft bank
fo look. | told them | was going to
jpaddledownawaysand ook fromthe
rright sde. They watched as | crossed
ithrough the initial drops and turned
iinto the eddy.

| suddenly redlizedt hi ngs were
inotgoingto bethat easy. Not anti ci pat-
iing the momentum o thesternd my
lloaded kayak, | had entered theeddy a
Ihit toocasualy and wasnow indanger
of dlipping out the downstream end.
IPaddling hard, | looked over my shoul-
der. If T were swept down trying to
imeke the eddy, there were ugly rocks
iand chutesimmediatelybelow. Yet the
weight d the boat madeit difficult to
accd erate upstreamand safely intothe
«eddy. | quickly figuredthat | might not
mekeit and had better do something
dse before tiring mysdf out. | peded
lbeck out into the main current.

The first drop was complex,
but | had guessed the best channd.
Things got worse from there, as the
idropsgot moredifficult, and weredose
ienoughtogether that | didn't daremess
up trying to eddy out againfor a boat
scout. As| paddled oned the hardest
rapidsl'd doneuptothattime, without
scoutingand under lessthanideal con-
ditions, | redlized that Bill and Bab
werent evenin their boats yet. Some-
how itdidn't seem that crazy, as| was
makingit.| cameover aparticularly big
dropandholeand sawthecurrenthead
for a huge undercut rock. It poured
aroundtherock's right side betweenit
and the right bank, which was now a
sheer rock wadl. | suddenly remem-
bered that somewhereon thisriver were
two mandatory portages....

"Man, | betterstop....that falls
could be around thecorner....”

| fought for the leftside eddy
abovethe hugeundercut and carefully
ferriedinfront o ittoaneddy onriver
right to peek around thecorner and see
wherel'd have been headed.....

A long pool extended for
hundredsd feet.

| gotoutd theboat and dimbed
tothetopd thehugerock tosignal Bill
and Bab through. They didn't need it.
Apparently they must have taken my
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decisionto carry ondown aloneasan |

indicatord thecasuanessd therapid
and werenow fallowingmy lire through

it. For this unintentional solo probe |

incident, welater referredto thislong,
complex Class5 as''Log Paddler."
Paddlingdownthepool wasa
welcome bresk for the moment, but
therewas aconvincing horizon line at
itsend. Looking from theleft shore, we
saw avery different problem.
Therapidwasshort, but quite
intense. It was actualy two four-foot
falsinquick successon. Thefirstledge
wasriverwideand droppedintoan un-

avoidablehole. A largetreetrunk was

sunk into thedrop from theright side.
Theobviousproblemwasto punchthe
hole, perhaps the most powerful we
had yet seenontheriver, withoutbeing
sucked beack in, backendered, or flipped
or otherwiselosngdignment. Thiswas
unthinkable, as the second drop was
only two boat lengthsfurther and re-
quired an immediate decision to run
one d three channelsformed by two
potential pinning rocks inthedropand
the shorelines. We looked hard for
branchesprotruding from the sunken

tree. Thedrop looked clear, but it was |
powerful enough that thereseemed to |
be little chance d rescue from an en- |
i—left shore.

Bill mede hisdecision quickly.+
A crack bardly a kayek width in the |
rocksalongtheleft shoreaffordedadry |
dide bypass to the first ledge. From|
there, one could enter the left o the

trapment.

threechannd sin thesecond drop, which
demanded merely bracing a difficult
pillow of theleft bank, then paddling
pastan undercut-looking dliff. *'It's the
"Webster Shesk,"" hechortled, and did
down thechuteand droppeddownthe
second ledgeintoan eddy.

Baband | continuedtolook at
themaindrop.Wewereeachobvioudy

thisdrop, but neither was committing
to try it first. Findly | settled on a
reasonable plan. The outflow from the:
first drop headed mostly directly at the

left rock, an evil looking, stump-shaped |

thing that begged for somethingto pin.

MakingBill'sroutedowntheleftchan-—
nel after runningthemaindropseemed |
impossibly tight, but if a padd| er ams: |

over thefirst drop cleanand angled ta

theright, hemightferryforwardand to

—r—t

heright and makethecenterot  th h
il of this one?

gy T

an immedi atedecis onwould beneeded
after punchingthehole. | decided togo
forit beforethinkingaboutittoomuch.
[ told Bab.

"OK,, I'mgonnatryit, if you
hold a throw bag."

“O.K.” He got the rope and
into position betweenthedropsonthe

’Uh.....| forget, whichend do
you hold?"*

preciating the gallows humor in this
situation. But hewaan't kidding. When
you haven't practicedinawhile....

"Billl!!"" But hewas my safety
boat and couldn't hear anyway. It was
gettinglate. After aquick remediation,
Bdb and | were as ready as we were
goingtobe

Fortunately, theentrancewas
a pool, and | was able to paddle the

| duggish boat up to speed. The hole
desirousd watching an experimental |
probe test the unknown variables of |

barely dowed me, and | plowed out
being pushed dightly broads detoward
the stumplike rock. Staring the beast
down as | was pushed toward it, |
cranked for the center slot.
Closer...closr...got it! | saw my body
would clear the rock and turned for-
i~ward to drop between the rocks into
saner waters.

| gave thumbsup to Bab, but
maybeit looked too close. He took the
- Webster Snesk. We later would learn
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[that it was herethat Rafael had briefly

idi sappeared from the surfaceworld.
Fedt, flat water led on, but the
river was not going to give much. An
even moredefinitive horizonwasahead.
Two men stood on the shore at the
‘brink. Gettingout tolook on theright,

i“wefound asurrea scene.

The Pacuare raced a hundred

| feet from the double ledge-fallsalong
| -thesheer left wall, compressed to bardy
| looked over at him, not ap- |

akayak lengthwide, and droppedover
avertica twelvefoot fallsinto a pool
lined by diffs, formingagreat amphi-
theater. The hydraulic below thefals
boiled up in blue-white foam twenty
feet beyondthedrop. Thetwolocason
therock shdf at thetopd thefdlswere
fishermenwho had evidently madetheir
way tothisspot downfromsomepath
through the jungle above through a
break in the diffs to the river. Long
polescut from saplings, with netsfas-

[_tenedtotheends, extendedoutover the
| fals Amazed, we watched fish attempt

huge legps up the fdls - dl that we
witnessed failed to meke it, and one
ended upinthenetand washauledin.

Thiscould havebeenacandi-
date for a ""mandatory portage."" But

| those were supposed to bein the sec-
i-ond canyon, and thislooked runnable.
The hole below looked like the worse

thingtobecaughtinsouthd Sock-em-
Dog, but the strategy seemed smple:
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paddielikehdl over thedropand paddie
like hdl after the drop. After the last
drops, | wasfedingpretty stoked. This
oneseemedreasonabl e, incomparison,
and | didn't mind being the white rat
again. As speed, speed, speed prom-
ised to beacritical factor, we portaged
our gear around thedrop torunit with
empty boats. Shoutingtothefishermen
across theriver, | pointed to the fdls
and madepaddlingarm motions. They
grinnedand pulled their polesinfor us.
This was not Appaachia; these guys
were glad totradesomefishingtimefor
what promised to be good entertain-
ment. Then again, how often did kay-
aks passby here?

Wanting a long runway for
this takeoff, | started some sixty feet
upstream from the horizon. | took off
down the acceleratingwater. A small
wave dowed me dightly, then | was
quickly plungingover.

Just as quickly, | was upside
down.

'What hit me?” wasleft un-
answered, as''I'm dead medt,"* became
thecentral thought d my now under-
water world. | was being thrashed
around. | had earlier decided that flip-
ping precluded any chanced leaving
the holein theboat. Without trying to
rall, | gectedtoface my destiny, some-
whereinwhichl washopingfor arope.

Wmng choice Surfacing, | saw
that | wasin an eddy against the left
sidediff. Theeddy eventuallyfed back
into the fals, but, with some effort, |
was able to keep mysdf and my boat
against the wall. The drop had been
deceptively difficult. The narrow dot
and the long, straight raceway above
the falls had accelerated the river to
speedsnotencounteredonmost water-
fals(whicharemuchwider),makingit
nearly impossibleto outpaddietheriver
and clear the drop enough to avoid a
violent backender and flip. Fortunately,
it had a so been deceptivelyforgiving;
theholehad aleftwardkick towardthe
temporary refuge d the eddy. One
needed only to be patient, roll up, and
paddle across the backwash to safety.
But | was now out d my boat, which
wasalsofilled with water, since | had
removed thestorageair bagstoportage
the gear. Bill and Bdb were across the
river and could do little, for the mo-
ment. Upstream werethefalls. Trying

to swim or be pulled out across the
downstream beil had therisk o being
pulled into the hole. That Ieft up, but
therewasthe matter o asheer dliff.

Almogt sheer. In the back o
theeddy, achimney-sizedcrack led up
aboatlengthtothefishermenand saf et y.
They werechatteri ngtoeach other and
at me, notsured what to maked this.
| emptiedthekayak asbest | couldand
pushedit up the crack, with much ef-
fort. Eventualy, oned the fishermen
reachedthegrabl oopand tied itto their
polewithapieced wire. Both pulled,
and | chimneyed and pushed up the
dlipperycrackfrom below, thankful for
theyearsspent climbing.

Suddenlya red kayak hull was
bobbingintheeddy. Babrolled up,and
dug out a throw bag, having run the
falstogetittome

" Thanks. Thisisgupid.” | tied
theropetothelower grabloop, climbed
pest theboat to thefishermenand hel ped
thempull it totheledgeabovethefals.
Emptying the boat and viewing the
steepwallsupstreamand downstream,
| sawthat anotherrunover thefalswas
'going to be the best way out d there,
but | would beenteringthecurrentonly
about twenty feet abovethedrop.

'Wll, it's realy not that bad,
and | want todo it anyway.....”

| shook handswithand thanked
my benefactors. They thenlookedonin
ia@mazement, as the neoprene-, nylon-,
iand plastic-clad warrior climbedin his
boat for another battle with theriver. |
peded out, got just afew swift strokes,
iand wasdropping over again....

The results were not surpris-
ing, but | rolled up and paddled across
theboil. | turned to waveto thefisher-
men.

“Muchas gracias! Adiod"*

"'Gringoslocos

"Hey, think that's a'manda-
tory portage?*

"Hesaid they weresupposed
tobewaterfdls..”

"But thisisonly thefirst can-
yon, unlessyou countthat first rapidat
thestart o thetrip."

Thewaningafternoonandnot
knowing how much further thisgorge
continued suspended this speculation
for the moment. Bill had paddied on
ahead to look at the next drop. When
Boband | reached him, hewasready to
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‘This one doesn't look that
bad from here"*

Hepaddled off downtherapid,
whichwas, onceagain, oned thelong
and technica type. | followed him
partway, thencaught aneddy behind a
r ock and watched. Hesuddenly dropped
from view, but | caught sight of his
helmet somewherebel ow. Bobarrived.

"LooksOK. Bill madetl

Following, we discovered a
potent reactionary waveat the bottom
d thedrop whereBill had disappeared.
A saving brace was necessary. At the
bottom, Bill confessed that it hadn't
looked so hard from above.

‘Well, we better stop. Looks
like were stuck in this gorge for the
night. See any flat spots between the
boulders?"

"No, waitaminute...”” While
the others were examining the not so-
promisingshoreline, | decided to peek
ahead at the next drop and paddied
down the pool. It took some frantic
waving and yelling to get them away
from the hunt for acampsite.

"Look!"

The nextdrop wastrivia and
led into another pool at the end d
which, thegorgewidened. Theleftside
d thecanyonwasagrassy pasture.\We
were out d the first canyon! With a
plushsand beech todegp on, wecouldn't
have been happier had the Hotel Eu-
ropaappeared along theriver. We set
up camp and built thefire.

Morning comes early year-
roundat thislatitude.About5am,, itis
fully light and we areeating breakfast.
Wearestill uncertaind what toexpect
ahead. Wehaveobvioudy justfished
oned thetwodifficult"'cayod’ The
bigfallsinthegorgejust upstream,and
perhaps the dangerous double ledge
aboveitseemlikepossible’ mandatory
portage™ candidates. But they werein
thefirst gorgeweencounteredand, a-
though quite serious, were manage-
able. Weassume someonewould have
paddled them before, if wecould. The
thought o asimilarlydifficultcanyon,
withacoupled evenworsedrops, isan
uneasy one. The only certain thing is
the uncertainty downstream. We start
downstream.

After a moderately difficult
rapid, the Pacuare moderatesand flows



Chris entertains the local rug rats at the lower Pacuare take-out.

“and gear and severa little girls are
subjecting himtoateapartyinespanol.
Hisvocabularyin thearead common
dtchen items has increased dramati-
ddly.
Mateis arrives. Un hombre
‘sueno, he has even washed our filthy
rentd car! Hewantsthe details o our
xdventures. Rememberingour talesd
Mario on the Reventazon, he particu-
larly wantsto know who swam. | laugh.
Yo."

‘Donde?"*

“En lacatarata grande!” Mateis
laughs. In San Jose, we run into Mark:
“How wasthetrip?*

"' Awesome! ™

"How much did you have to
carry?’

‘Well, weraneverything...we

through easy rapidsin the open can- T figured out-aboutashard aseachof the

yon. A mileor two pass.

The canyon walls abruptly
narrow, and a line o huge boulders
block theview ahead. Bob probesahead,
boat scouting. Itisahard rapid, adiffi-
cultlabyrinthd rocksandwater. Bobis

othersdifficult, but wearegetting used
to the rhythm o following the leader
from boulder to boulder. Thereis al-
waysaviewtoasafeeddy toencourage
usonward - for the moment. Working
our way down thegorge, welosetraclk

confidently weaving through it and
getting further ahead. | park behind a |
rock. Bill is getting behind, so | wait;
Bob will wait ahead, | figure.

Bill flipsin adrop. Watching
him drift upside down toward alarge
rock, I'm suddenly worrying.

"Getit, getit, IT!

Herollsupand putsinafew
quick strokes, clearingtherock.

""Good placefor aroll."

'Yeah, | don't like the way
thisboat handles. Thisstuff istoohard
to befloundering around in.**

“Bob’s on ahead. Guess hell
wait; | thi rk webetter stick dosethrough

o the number o rapids.

"This isit"" WelookatBill.He
pointsto theleft bank. Thereisaroad,
o sorts.

‘The put-in for the lower
Pacuare. | remember it. Were done
Well beout thisafternoon!*'

Itisonly 9am. Wecruisethe
poolsand easy rapidsd the suddenly
much tamer Pacuare. It is a relaxing
day of gresat scenery, wildlifewatching,
and other diversions with which the
upper river would simply havenot put
up. The gorges are steep-walled and
wild-lookingwhen entered, but there
arenoned theblind channel sthrough

this stuff."

Weca ch up to Bdosomewhere |
in the next rapid. It isanother biggie-
screaming turnspast menacing under-
cutslead into eight foot wide dotsand
sudden drops. Another short pool leads
into more d the same. It is now clear
that we are in the second canyon. Al-
though we are still boat-scouting, we
are watching for thefallswhich could
be anywhere ahead. Bob is paddling
confidently and remains our probe.
Suddenly, I'm realizing that this isa
blast-that thingsmightrarelygetmuch

huge boulders nor steep downward
plungesd theriver whichkept thegrip
factor high on the Pacuare* Arriba**
in mid-afternoon, wearriveat
thehighway bridge neer Siquirres, whera
theriver reaches the coastal plain. Wa
need togetMateis’ phonenumber tol t:
him know we are out a day early. Bill
and | walk totown tofind aphoneand
fathom the mysteries of Costa Rican
directory assistance. We leave Bab to
watch the gear; this sentenceshim ta

hours o boundless attention from the |

local rug rat population. When we re-

better. Each rapid isa new mazeto be_!

| turn, they havecommandeered our boals

——didn't know where wewere supposed
| tocarry.....

' heshakeshishead."* Crazy
mothers.

We spend Christmas at the
beach, then return to Turrialba for more
funontheReventazon.OnNew Year's
Eve, Boband | gofor asecond tripon
the upper Pacuare- thistimeasaday
trip. Bill passesbut drivesustotheput-
in. Mateis will pick usupinhistruck at
theend.

The trip goes quickly and
smoothly. Westop to scout only afew

i times. Even in light boats and with

knowledge d the river, we are im-
pressed with thedifficulty.Bobalmost
loses his paddle. Having neglected to
bring our breakdown paddle, we are
sobered by thethought of havingtotry
towalkout of here. Atthedoubleledge,

| I walk. It's been enough.

"You're not even gonna run
thefamous Webster Sneak?'

‘When theriver godsgiveyou
one, you sometimesgot to show your
r

The big falls are downright
fun. There's a different audience this
time. Wetill get flipped every time.

Afteralonglunchbreak, were
off down the second canyonandoutin
lessthaneighthours. Holdingontoour
boatsintheback of Mateis’ pickup, we
have to laugh. With two runs within
twoweeks, we probably know theupper
Pacuare better than anyone. Itll bea
while before the commercial rafting
toursstart here.




Costa Rica facts

The Upper Pacuare,
al15 milesectionwith much
Class5, isdescribedin May-
fiedldand Gallo’s 'The Riv-
ersd CogaRica™ Itliesim-
mediately above the popu-
lar lower Pacuarerun (Class
2-3, with some4), and most
paddlers will want to con-
tinueonthelowerriver,fora
2-3 day, D miletripbecause
d thedifficulty of exitingthe
canyon after the upper sec-
tion and the beauty d the
lower river. This requires
paddlingboatsthroughcon-
tinuous technical Class 5
rapids with overnight sup-
plies. Boaters can probably
take only a bivvy bag and
deep in a light sweater, at
most seasons. The upper river
canbepaddledinaday by a
stronggroup, but thiswould
be pushingit, if nooneknows
theriver,asmostd thediffi-
culty is concentrated at the
endd thetrip, and onemust
carry boats or arrange ani-
md transportation 2 miles
up aroad (of sorts)out d a
1200 foot deep canyon after
therun.

Mog o therunis
shownontheCogaRica topo
map seriesTucumauequad-
rangle, with the put-in and
shuttleroad to Bgo Pacuare
1onthePejibaye quadrangle.
These maps are fairly accu-
rate and informative and
show theentirerun's gradi-
ent at 75-80 feet per mile
Much d the run is quite
moderate (Class 1-3 rock
gardensand pools). Thetwo
difficult gorgesareesch about
amilelongand reach about
100 feet per mile, with the
difficultrapidsbeingcaused
more by narrowing and
congestion (with hugeboul -
ders) d the main canyon,
rather thanby agreat increese
ingradient.Itisimportantto

__UPPER PACUARE

remember that thesedifficult
sections are, infact, pool-drop,
making for some very steep
rapids. The run should be
rnadeinrelativelylow water
fusualy after mid-Decem-
ber); rapid ratingsgiven in
this description are for low
to mediumleves. Theupper
Pacuare hasbeen compared
to the Wataugagorgein dif-
ficulty, character, and total
length d the difficult sec-
lions, although the overal
length and remoteness for
the Pacuarerun aregreater.
TheMayfidd-Galo
guide accurately stresses the
seriousness df therun; how-
ever,onepartd thedescrip-
iion seemsmid eading,com-
pared tO our experiences.
'Where they describe a first
izanyon d many rapids, we
found only asingledifficult
rapid, and they do not de-
i ke thethird canyon, which
lisquitesignificant.
Theriveriseasy for
about 45 minutes past the

jput-in; an abruptly-aPpear-

iing, long Class4 5isaland-
inar k. If thisprovestoomuch,
one should paddle another
ffew easy milesto takeout at
ithe footbridges at Bgo Pac-
uare?, sincetherei smuchof
thesameor harder ahead. A
rroad (probably temble and

likely notdriveable)exitsthe |

icanyon on theleft here,
After Bgo Pacuare
2 therapidsincreesetoClass
4. About where the map
showsthe Rio Pacayitasen-
teringthePacuareontheleft,
theriver entersthefirst diffi-
cult gorge, which will proba:
bly be obvious. It isa mile
long, althoughit will proba:
bly seemmuchlonger. There
arebmgor rapids-all canbe
consgderedClass 5(or harder).
Allow ampletimefor scout-

ingand carrying. Thegorge |
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| begins withalong, technica
two-part entrancergpid, with
a brief moving pooal in the
middle. Lost Paddler, another
long, blind section, is next.
After apool isthefirg "'fdls*
| - the double ledge. Thisis
Class 56 and may be the
most dangerousspot on the
| river. The leftside Webster
Snesk is an honorable op-
tion, especidlyif thewateris
up. Next is the second falls,
edled " Jumping Bobo” by
Mayfield and Gallo, after the
fish which attempt to leap
up it. Thistwelvefoot drop
am ber un in reesonebl esafety
im low water (most d you
| can expect toflip here), but
the hole below could be
awfully grimif thewat er were
up. Afinal longdifficultrapid
completesthefirst gorge.
Severd moderate

Eoband friend in a very informal Costa Rica restaurante.

milesleed tothesecond gorge,

which is east o the words
"*Alto Corozal” onthe Tucur-
rique map. Here, we counted
ten rapids, all separated by
short poolsand all hard Class
4or harder. Thesedropsare
not as powerful as those d
the first gorge, but they
seemed evenmoreblindand
technicad. The end o this
gorgeistheendd theupper
Pacuare, withabad road to
the left (no motor vehicles)
leadingout d thecanyon.

Hopefully, this
description will help inter-
ested and strong paddlersin
experiencingwhat Mayfield
and Gallo accurately call "'one
d the world's great white-
water tressures” Then again,
you could ignore this and
thebook and maybehavean
even better time.



Kayak Corps

Special serialized fiction feature

Chapter 2 Becauseweneed theeggs

Our story sofar:

Captain Beau Winston hast
luxury of a jobat the Pentagon that
allows him to sit around most o
the time, read " Outside” maga-
Zine, and daydream o kayaking.
His boss, General Vetterling, a
career milita Y officer, isenthralled
by Beau's talesd paddlingderring-
do. Rath, a shadowy person some-
where in civilian government with

agmda,dmhk&sv\ﬁnston Rath, like Vetter-
ling, is well-aware d Beau's kayaking
fixation. When Rath and Vetterling dis-
cover that the only path to adrug king-
pin's processing plant isthrough twenty
milesof whitewater, they both begin to get
ideas. Thoughit's far fromlikely thetwo
d them get the sameideas....

Vetterlingand Rath burstinto
Wington's office so fast Beau barely’
had time to stash hismagazine. He
did not havetimeto put on hisshoes.

Vetterlingspewed forthinthe
kind o staccatomilitary-equivaentd
spoken English that heused whenever
big things were afoot. Rath smiled
and stayed inside himsdf — keeping
silent and working through his own
calculusd cause
and effect.

Winston’s head wasspinning
and hethought momentarily thatif he
closed hiseyesand wishedred ly hard
he might be able to wind up back
home. V etterlingwassmiling--well...
Winston had no problems with that.
Rath smiling meant that somebody,
somewherewasabout to bestuck like
apig-- and Beau never
fancied hmsdf asasided chitlins.

As nearly asBeau could make
out the US Government was asking if
he thought it was possible to paddle
downsomeriver in Central America

Rath caught sight d Sharon
looking into thetill-opendoor to the
office and trying to figure out what

Hustration by William Nealy, reprinted rom Kayaks
To Hell, courtesy of Menasha Ridge Press

was going on. Politely he closed the
door. The sound d it shutting dis-
tracted Vetterliig.
3 Using the brief break in the
excitement, Beau casudly slipped his
feet into hisshoes.

Vetterlingofferedtheobvious
solution”Look, Beau. Why don't you
follow usdownstairsand well goover
thisthing?"*

"'Sre" Hegot up and waked
with them towardsthedoor to hisof-
fice

They weredmost out the door
when Rath noticed Winston had un-
laced shoes.

Perhaps it was the fact that
Winston was about to do something
Reth nesded that madehim, with utmost
tact and discretion, tap Wingon's shoul-
der and tdl him, softly, that his shoe-
laceswere untied, so as not to embar-
rasshiminfrontd the General. Win-
gon, sosubtly natified, cdled out, 'Wait
up, Duke. Gottalacethese shoes™

Rath vowed hed never do a
favor for Winstonagain.

They led him down thecorri-
dor throughinto the Black Area, with
Vetterlingsigning asescort on a need-
to-know basis. They emergedin Room
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Beautookaquicklookaround
theroomandsaw itfilled withcivilians
n three-piece suits. ""Guys want to
ork in a bank, why don't they just
gooutan' doit?" Winstonthought.
W Suddenly, one d the faces broke
throughthethinbarrierseparating
| thethreatening from thefamiliar.
"Hey, .. | know you...

=4 Youre theSecretary o Sate""

'Why yes. Yes| an'
Klaus said, reveling in a celebrity
recognitionthat did not often come
Cabinet members.

Beau now hoped they
wouldn't shoot him to keep whatever
they wanted quiet.

Beforehim, on thewall wasa
map d some place caled San Marco.
Beau figured thiswas probably the place
they wereinterested in, but wasready
to be proven wrong.

Vetterlingwasall excited, ‘See
that river, Beau? Can you paddleit,
Beau?

Huh?'

'Wdll, it's amitetoughtotell
fromthismap. All | knowisthat there's
water there."

Oned thespooks nexttoKlaus
spokefor thefirgt time.

'What kind of informationdo
you need, Captain?'

'Well, something more de-
tailed.”

‘Would a three-dimensional
enhanced scand theentireareahdp?"

Later Beeu would marvel that
at thispoint hestill had not thought that
he might bedreaming. "*Sure""

Later Rathwould recall that it
took al d hisenergy nottosay'Would
you likeustobuild oneinthecafeteria
for you?' 'With your permission,
Gengd?" Vetterlingnodded and the
spook rose, moving with the kind o
unearthly certainty that Winston had

Kayak Corpa is the creation of
Johnson Cerveau. Johnson has
contributed to American Whitewa-
ter in the past under a different
ST
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only seen among people who either
knew exactly what they weredoing, or
mercifully had no cluewhat they were
doing. "Captan? Hesaid, holding
the door open for Winston. They l€ft.

"Fine young man, | like him
dready," Klaussaid after thedoor had
closed. Rath bit histongueand started
hoping that Secretary Ehrenberg did
not become as enamored o kayaking
talesas Vetterling.

The spook led Beau to yet
another aread the Pentagon hed not
yet been privileged to be grantedaccess
to. Thecircuitousroute led to a door
with acypherlock. Goingthroughthe
door, Beau saw asix-foatinflated Gumby
holdinga sign that said: 'Welcome to
TerrainAnalyss. You might not know
how you got here — but we can sure
show you how toleave.""

"Friendly guys, aren't they?"
Beau said. It wasthefirst words hed
felt comfortable exchanging with the
spook.

"Lack o discipling'* wasthe
only response.

He needed to be signed in,
and then administered the usual se-
crecy oath, but with Ehrenberg's flunky
vouchingfor his need to know things
moved quicker than hed ever seenin
thegovernment.

Thespook left himin thecare
of aduty officer whoescortedhimtoa
roomevenfurther back, crammedwith
display terminalsthat looked like they
might beabletogivehimafull-body X-
ray.

Twomen werethere. Theone
withhorn-rimmedglassesapproached
him. Y ou're Winston? Boy you must
rate. Wegot word you werecoming."'

" Captain, thesemenwill help
you with your smulation.” Heabruptly
left. Winston wondered what kind o
magazines he had.

""Hi, I'm Percy." Saidtheman
with horn-rimmed glasses.

"Harold." The other laconi-
cally rgjoined.

"Just cal meBeau, guys™ Beeu
saunteredover tothebank of terminals.

‘What's goin’ on here?*

Unceremonioudly the pair sat
himinfrontd one. Haroldsigned onto
the computer through three or four

iKayak Corps im

layersd password security. Winston
wondered how he could keev al o
those passwords straight in his mind
when he used the word KAYAK on
everything from his bank card to his
filing cabinet.

Percy gave Beau the begin-
ni ng drivinglessonwhileHarold worked
a another terminal.

"Now, thisjoystick Just point
itinthedirectionyouwanttogo, andit
will automatically moveyou aongthe
river. The path o theriver is here'"
indicating a winding column in blue
across the upper part d the multi-
windowed display. 'Your speed is
about 2 milesan hour. Wecan change
that if you want."

Beau played with it momen-
tarily moving the joygtick to and fro,
watching in joyous delirium as the
scenery swayed to match his caprice.
Thechild-likewonder d flight, evenif
only smulated, wasrelease. If only he
could do thisin hisboat...

"Hot damn! Thisisthe best
videogamel'veever played. Canl get
oned thesefor home?*

Thetwo analystslooked at each
other, wonderingif hefell within their
arcaneguidelines.

"That wasa joke"

"Oh' they said, and then
laughed.

Beau didn't get toseeflowing
water, soit was hard to make the leap
from screen to river running. Hewas
left with static recreationsd different
parts d the river based on processed
satellite pictures. He wondered if the
system somewherecontainedanimage
d hisbackyard.

Thefirstfour and ahdf miles
seemed boring — flatswithout obstacles
--and Winston began to wonder if his
being herewere not completely super-
fluous,if thequestionwassotrivial that
anybodywho'd botheredtolook could
havegiven an answer.

At the five mile mark al o
that changed.

It started out with aseriesd
ledges.

Theirregular stepsseemed at
thisscdetobelikeastaircase made by
giant children, who had seenstairsbut
did not care for their regular incre-
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ments. Hebrought the scaledown and
saw theindividual drops. Thefirstfew
seemed small compared to the ones
hed run elsewhere. The later ones
seemed holefilled.

They were salted with boul-
ders—bigboulders. Lotsd 'em, with
white pillowsthat madetheriverscape
look more like a mogul fidd than a
stretchd water.

Beau saw six or sevend those
— and they werethe mgjor ones. Com-
ing out o the dtaircase there was a
screaming jogtotheleft astheriver cut
throughachasm. Losingittherewould
rake him along the chasm'’s rock face.

"*Harold?"

“Yes.”

‘What kindd rockisthat?"

"Basdt.”

“Is it smooth or rough?"*

“Think of sandpaper."’

Beau had a visond himsdf
tryingtoroll whilebeingscrapedalong
abead o nails. Itdid not pleasehim.

It looked a lot like the Jaw-
boneand Sock-em-Dogone-twopunch
ntheChattooga. Hed lostitthereonce,
acoupleof yearsago, and wasresol ved
tonotdosoagain.

When helost it theriver was
runningat 2000cfs. |nthesuperstitious
logic of people who had bad experi-
ences, hecompulsively needed to know
theflow rate.

Haroldbroughtupamenuon
hisscreenand itlooked to Beeu likehe
selectedan optionlabelled "Hydrody-
namics”.

'Watershed's about 200square
kilometers.”

“What's that in miles?"

Harold's lips curled with a
dightly visbletraced disdain. ""Hg-
ureabout 75 square miles.""

“That’s it? What's that mean
for adischargerate? 20 cfs?'

Harold took a second or two
to convert: **1500 cfs minimum. Usu-
aly 3200 cfs during the rainy season.
Recorded highd 8000in1982duringa
hurricane."

Beau whistled low.
heaven."

"Excuseme?’ It was Percy.

"Therés alotd actionhere™

"Yes, theabundant rainfal and

“Hog



mountai nous conditions make for ex-
treme hydrodynamicdifferentialsina
relatively confined space.

Beau shook hishead and said,
'Y ou meanthere'slotsd whitewater."

Percy nodded hishead vigor-
ously,'Yes. Thatwouldbeoned the
geographica manifestations."

Giddy withthe redizationthere
wassomething here Beau zoomed for-
wardwithhisjoygick and sawwhat he
thought was a hole. A hole after a
congtrictionwithaledgedff totheright
— withwater comingintoit from three
sides.

""Can we-resolve that a little
better?"

"Sure™

Harold worked his fast for-
ward magicand brought thesceneinto
sharp focus. Ingtantly Beau was sus-
pended above the rapid. Fom the
location d The boulders and ledges,
andfromthestillsd foamand curls, he
sworethat water flowed intothisfrom
threesdes, creatingtheaquati cequiva
lentd acuisinart.

Two lines seemed like dtatic
noda points. The effect from above
wastoflattenout thedrop. Tomakeit
look asthoughit weretrivial, abathtub
oddity. Beau knew better.

“Lordy, lordy, how would you
do that?"

Hehad Harold bringhispoint
d viewdowntoriver level. Approach-
ing thedrop hesaw theworld drop to
oblivion, with the blueflow o ariver
coming out somewhere near the van-
ishing point. He allowed himsdf to
approach the drop, tensing himsdf as
though prepared to takeas much pur-
chasefrom his paddleas fluidand Snew
would yidd, and fet sensesreding as
hecontinuedsnaking al ongtheriver at
hispreviousspeed inaimpossibleroller
coagter illusond computer graphics.

The computer didn't behave
theway water did. Hefdt noned its
reactionagainsthim, and thisthwarted
hisown instinctsand reflexes.

In red life he might now be
stuck, or circulating, or decapitated.

Noned t hese prospect sthrilled
him.

Here-ranthescene, lookingat
it from a viewpoint six feet above the

position. He saw more than he had
previously — themicroeddieshecould
probably catch, the channels between
thelumpsd rock and maotion.

Anodd sensed elationbegan
to fall over him — yes. Ariverlikethis
comes along oncein alifetime, and a
drop like this maybe less often than
that. Inthepitd hisstomachhefeltthe
empty gnawing that might be either
excitement or dry heaves—themystical
ground betweenmovingto performan
at and theact itsdlf.

Hispadmsstarted swestingand
his breeth becameunevenand hewanted
inothingsomuch astostand there— on
that ledge scouting that rapid, before
«climbing back into his boat and run-
ningit.

Beau did not yet know the
routehewoul dtake—anddoubtlesshe
woulddiscussitfor hourswithsomed
his buddiesbeforethey got toseeit.

But whowashekidding. His
chancesd ever seeingthisriver in the
flesh were about as likely as him ever
getting Eluenberg's job.

Hereturned to thescreen. A
pair o waterfallswere the next mgor
drops. It wastestament tothe power o
thedrophed jugt seenthat hesloughed
them of without a big worry. Two
separaefalls t hr ough agorge— atwenty
footdrop intowhet looked likethestill
water d a pooal, and an eighteenfoot
dropintoturbulence. Henoted that the
left sideout d thesecond drop looked
alot cleaner, but made a note to check
it out again. At thetwenty milemark a
bright orange cluster d buildingsap-
pearedafew hundredyardsinlandand
asmdl, tinny buzzer started goingoff.

‘"Target reeched."” Flashedon
hisscreen.

‘Target? What target?”” He
thoughtaloud.

"Never mind about that now,
Beau'" It wasRath. Soengrossed
had he been in the video never-never

land that he had not noticed Rathand |

| to be continued next issue!
Rath sat back with cool eyes, |

Vetterlingenter the room.

steepling his hands and asking, "Isit
paddieable?"

Vetterlingwaslessrestrained,
""Could you doit? Huh?
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ground, on the riverbank = scouting -

Winston wassoengrossed in
reveriethat hedidn't register theques-
tionfor afew heartbests.

""Oddsare. Sure. You scout-
ing your winter vacationor something?'

Vetterling laughed and Rath
grimaced.

'Yesh, Beau. Somethinglike
ml

"Waitaminute. Whatareyou
tryingtodo here, bringsomeguysin?"
He thought for a minute. ""Soy stuff,
huh?”

Ves'

‘Well what about the rest o
the way down?”

“Unnecessary. At mission
completionwell beabletochopperin
apick-up squad." Vetterling seemed
certain. That wasenough for Beau.

Hed be practicing on the
Potomac Falsfor hours, working this
through his head.

“I'm till on thisoperation—
right?’

O course”

™ think you can paddleit."
Seeing thebeam in Vetterlingand the
smirkin Rath he hastened to add " But
we need tolook at somethings. One—
| don't haveaclear view d the gorge.
We need to look at that somehow.™

""Okay, Bea. You'reincharge.
Tel uswhat you need."

""Give me a couple d days.
Two: I'm goingto need a passto access
this place™ Rath nodded and it was
waiting in Sharon's in-box that after-
noon.

That night Beau dept poorly.
Images o destruction floated in his
mind like so much flotsam = inter-
mixed with visonsd theriver, d stand-
ing, d scouting that one rapid, o
wondering what he would do and
whether it wasat al possble.

He awoke convinced that
keeping hisreservationsaboutthehole
to himsdf was not the smartest thing
hed ever done.



end notes

_lround here, roll sessionsare serious

Pool session

By GARY CARLSON

Thefirsttimel heard someone
mention the possibility d losing his
rall, | thought he was talking about
switching to a light beer or joining a
Nutri-System program or something.

It had never occurred to me
that one's Eskimoroll mightinexplica-
bly disgppear—likemoney in your pocket
duringanights debaucheryinabar—
over thecoursed awinter.

Granted, up herein northern
New Y ork, paddlersfacealengthy lay-
off during thewinter months. But| had
awaysfiguredthatrollingakayak was
like drinking shots o cheap whiskey:
you never redly likedoing it but you
never forget how it's done.

Anyway, ever since | heard
that someboatersdoindeed lose their
roll, akernel d doubt wassowninthe
Bak Forty o my mind. It usualy
springs to life during. a day in mid
March with the snow till piled high
alongthebanksd theriver, ice chunks
bobbingin the water and thetempera-
ture hovering just abovefreezing.

I'll waddledown to the put-
in, layered deep with pileand sealedin
adrysuit, lookingsomethinglikeablue
Pillsbury doughboy. After diding the
boat into the river, thefirst splash d
water in the face reminds me what a
bitch it would beto svim. And then|
think, Jeez—whatif I've lost my roll?

Of course, sooner or later I'll
flip, and it's surprising how 38-degree
water induces you to get upright. 111
roll sofast my hair staysdry under my
helmet.

But this year, just to put my
mindtorest, | crashedalocal paddling
club’s midwinter roll session. My plan
wastoloosenup withadozenrollsand
then maybe offer somesagecounsel to
thenovicespresent ontheintricaciesd
righting a flipped kayak. Besdes-I
figured goofingaroundanindoor pool
might be fun. Launch afew boats df
the three-meter board. Squirt in the
deep end. Check out what the locd
women paddlers actualy look like
underneath the camouflaged a wet:
suit or paddle jacket.

business, mister.

Roy Koober, the club's roll
session coordinator, held openthedoor
ms | dragged my boat into the pool's
locker room.

'Were awayshappy to wel-
come new facesto our s=ssons™™ Roy
said. ''But..ahhh...now did you ever
get SO many scratcheson thebottom of
yemum boat?Somed them ook red deep.
rake it right into the showersand I'll
fetch a scrub brush to clean out that
igound-in dirt. And could you replace
those patches with some fresh duct

»

Royj a red meas| hosed down
theboat.

A stream d filthy water flowed
rPom thecockpitdf my boat. Init floated
a veritabletimecapsuled theprevious
summer’s paddlinghistory: crumpled
Snickers wrappers, aflattened beer can,
a neoprenebootie, Skod tins, anempty
aspirin bottle—al mixed with thesand
of New Y ork, West Virginia Maryland
and Canadianrivers.

| joined theclubat poolside as
Roy led stretching exercises. | felt on
foreignground. The only stretching |
was familiar with was with tie-down
bungees...thetruth...and with my damn
spray skirt that seemsto shrink at the
waist each year.

S | sat on a stack d club
boats, waiting for the membersto fin-
ish. | noticed that the hulls were as
smooth asa baby's behind.

“Teez,” | said to Koober, after
had finished his exercises, "'you guys
must buy new boatsevery year. There
an't ascratch on thesebabies.™

'‘Well, d coursenat,”" Koober
said. 'We're careful not to drag the
boats on the concrete, or run into the
sided thepoal.”

""No, no. | meanfrom bangin’
onrocks™

"Yes..wdl, wehopetoplana
tripdownariver thisyear. But only f
our group can advance from the ex-
tended paddleto thescrew rall."

Holy amoked! | wondered what
kind o roll I used. And whetherit was
good enough to takeon ariver. | fig:
gered it must be oned those screwy
rolls—cuz everybody saysit looks ter-
rible when| come up.

My musings were suddenly

I should have knownBefler — interrupted.
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"Gay, I'm getting ready to
roll,’”” Koober announced. 'Would you
Fand me my gear?"*

Gear?What gear do you need
ia practicerolling. A sprayskirt?

'l liketo be fully outfitted,”
Koober explained. ""For example, this
wetsuit top is essential —the water is
cold—bardy 70 degrees. A canvasspray-
skirt likethisis particularly suited for
pool sessons—it doesn't react to the
ehlorine like a neoprene skirt. These
goggles alow me to observe my tech-
niquefromunderwater.Also, foratrue
simulationd actual conditions, its vital
to wear alifg acketand helmet. And of
course, | don't believea paddler could
survive apool sessonwithout hisnose
plugs.”

Looking likehewasequipped
1o tacklea early-springhair run, Koo-
ber did into hisboat.

""Now, could you join mein
thewater and really rock theend of my
Imat whilel roll?l believeagood rock-
ing makes the roll practically authen-
tic.”

Widl, | jumpedin, grabbedthe
rternend o hisboat, and gavehim my
best class IV shaking. Koober flipped
and attemptedasinglerall. Hispaddle
sliced straight down. Ingtantly, he aban-
Joned his paddle and flaled at the
surface.

Later, after | had assistedhim
:ndumping hisboat, Kooberaddressed
ais problem.

"I'm going to get a new boat
for rolling season next year," Koober
;aid. "1 think| read in Canoe Magazine
that therollabilitydf my model o kayak
it al that great.

"'Oh, by theway, if youwant
to try a few rolls, you better get out
there now,”" Koober said. 'Were dl
going to play a version o dead fish
water poloin a few minutes. Let me
lend you my sprayskirt.”

As Koober pulled the spray-
skirt down over his hips, it became
immediately apparent he had neglected
to tightly secure his shorts. The shorts
dropped to Koober's anklesal ongwith
the sprayskirt.

| quickly turned away and |l eft
the building. If | had lost my roll, |
certainly wasn't goingtofindit there.

Besides, one glimpse o the

: disrobed Koober convinced me  the

water was too cold.
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