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Otter Madness

by Bob Gedekoh

Madame Courmier was not havinga
very good day.

Bu, then again, neither wasL

Madame and | wereembroiledin our
fourth telephoneconversation of the after-
noon, aconversationt et wasbecoming
lesscordid by the second.

"It ees nod my fauld!" Madameex-
clamed emphatically, for at | east thefifti-
ethtime.

Whet was not Madame'sfault wast hat
my friendsand | had spent 12 hours pacing
the muddy banksof a black fly infested
lake, waitingfor afloat planeto transport
usinto theheadwaters of the Romaine
River.

"l do nod get paid enuff to pud upwid
dis sauce," Madameresponded tartly to my
persistent and indignantinquiries.

Madameisa crusty old French Cana-

di an who holdscourt in the remoteseaside
villagedf Harve St. Pierre. Madame
handlesthe reservationsfor Alexandair, a
Hiny air servicet hat charters flights intothe
wildsdf Quebec's Laurentian Plateau. |

had used Alexandair’s servicesfour times
beforeto accessthe Magpie, &. Jean, Ro-
maineand Aquanus rivers. My departure
had never been delayed moret han an hour
or two on any of those occasions.

But even| hadto concedet hat thecir-
cumstancest hi s timewereexceptional.
That had been apparent from the moment
wedroveinto Harve St. Pierre, the swan
song d theroadthet parallelsthe north
coastof the Gl f of &. Laurence. Instead
of the relaxed ambiencethat | had cometo
expect, wefound clustersaof French Cana-
dianswith tear stained facesengagedin
hushed, but intense, discussions.

Sincenonedf our party spokeFrench
atenthaswel asMadame Courmier
speaksHY i sh, ittook usawhileto ascer-
tain what was causingsuch distress. But
when wemanaged to piecethe puzzleto
gether, the picturewasvery disconcerting.

Sadly, ontheday beforeour arivd ,
fivelocal miners had perishedin aplane
crash lessthan twenty fivemilesaway. Not
surprisingly, nearly every one of the eight
hundred residentsof Harve St. Pierrewas
either related to or friendswith one of the
victims,

Theonly good newswast hat the plane
that had gonedown belongedtotheother
sd| charterserviceinthevillage. The
bad newsthet we hed contractedtoflyin
an Otter, thesame model and vintageas
theonethat had crashed.

b

It wasunnerving, but wedidn't want
to cancel our plans. We hadn't spent two
daysdriving morethan 2000 milesjust to
turn around and go home. Our vacations
wereschedul ed, we had already lost a
day. Now wehad just ninedaysleftto
paddiethe 150 milesof breathtakingscen-
ery and whitewater that make the Ro-
maine onedf Canada's most excitingwil-
dernessadventures. Having paddled the
Romainebefore, | thought we could finish
theriverin ninedays, but not less.

So, dthough wefelt badly about the
catastrophe, we neededtogetirnto our
put-inasquickly aspossible.

Sowherewasour Otter?

M adame Courmier maintained from
that thedeayhad nothingto do with the
crash. Sheassured mein no uncertain
termsthet our Otter wasnot being used to
evacuatebodies.

“Zee Oftter eez in Sept Idefor rou-
tineingpection,” shesaid duringmy
first call. It wasbeing held hostageby a
persnickety federal aviationinspector,
sheexplained.| askedif it was the
sameindividua who had inspected the
other, ill-fated, Otter. That might ex-
plainwhy he wasfedling persnickety.

“Zee planecannot leaveSept Ide
until weget a part,” Madamesaid dur-
ing our second chat. Animportant part,
Madameassured me

“Likeawing," | speculated, sarcasti-
cally. Madamewasnot amused.

During thethird call Madame ex-
plainedt hat the pilot had taken off from
Sept Ide, then turned back becauseof a
technical problem "Youwood not vant
tofly in her if sheeez not safe," Ma
dameobservedwryly. It washard to ar-
guewiththat.

Aterriblestamblowinginfrom
thewest wasblamedfor the ddlay dur-
ing my fourthcdl. But Madameas-
sured met hat if the pilot could beat the
stamto Harve St. Pierre, they would
try tofly usintothe river at daybreak
the next morning. Unfortunately that
would necessitateflyingtothe north-
west, directlyintothe storm.

Althoughthesky wascleart hat
evening, the radioreportsconfirmed
Madames weather prognostication.
Portions of Montrea and Quebec City
had been extensively damaged by high
windsand flashfloods. Noneof uswere
concerned about survivingthestarmin
our kayaks. Wewere, however, alittle
concerned about survivingitinthe Ot-
ter. We spent asleeplessnight camped
by thelake, swatting mosguitoes.

Thebush pilot, ReneTanguay, ar-
rived at 4 a.m. withthe grey light of
dawn, urging us, in French, to hurry. He
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gestured to the west; menacing storm
cloudswerealready spilling over the hori-
zon. Withinafew minutesour kayaksand
gear wereloaded and we were.. we
hoped.. on our way.

| hed flown with Reneseveral times
and | had never seen hi mlook worried be-
fore. Like most bush pilotshe had pro-
jected aroguishbragdaccio. But not today.
Thi s wasnot the carefree Renel had come
to expect. Th S wasasolemn, anxious
Rene.

No doubt one of Reneé's friendshad
been pilotingthe planet hat crashed But
therewasmoreto hisdemeanort han that.
Rene used pantomime to explainthat he
woulddo hisbest to get usin, but that if
thewesather gottoo bad, wewould haveto
returnto Harve St Pierre. Havingflown
with hi min turbulent conditions, | knew
that hewasaskillful pilot. | trusted his
judgement; if Renesaid we neededtoturn
back, hewould meet no resistancefrom
me.

Ottersar e stocky and cumbersome;
they look andfeel lunky. They seeminor-
dinatelysolid and heavy; it isapparent that
they would not glidevery far in the event
of alossdof power. And they haveonly one
engine.

That Ottersare capable of flight at all
seemsto defy thelaws of physics.

They areasoincredibly naisy... there
can be no conversationin an Otterin
flight. & coursethefact
that Rene, manningthe
controlsinthe pilot's sedt,
and |, peering out the win-
dow from the copilot'sseat,
spoke differentlanguages
made meaningful communi-
cationimpossibleanyway.

A swetaxied acrossthe
laketo preparetotakeoff, |
peered over my shoulder at
my partnersin adventure,
straddlingthe kayaksand
gear inthefuselage. None
of themhad flowninan Ot-
ter or paddled in Quebec
before, and | couldtdl by
their facesthat they were
wonderingwhat the hell |
had gottenthem into.

I'm certainRichie
Hugheswasthinking about
hisnew wife, Debbie, and
Charlie Pettygrovewas
thinking about hiswife,
Inger, who wasexpecting
their third child. I could not
be sure what bachelor
Ricky Blizzardwasthinking
about... probably hisfavor-
itewarmsouthern river...
the Green Narrows. No

“Otterly Mad!!" The Chariot of the River
Gods! Photo by Charlie Pettygrove

doubt they were all wonderingif they had
adequatelifeinsuranceand if they would
ever seetheir loveobjectsagain.

Renedowly turned the plane, kicked
theengineintofull tilt boogieand off we
roared acrossthelake. It waslikeridingin
the bowelsof agiganticchainsaw. By the
timewecleared thewater every jaw was
clenched and every knucklewas blanched.
It'samazingtherewasadry seat inthe
house!

Even on abreezeless sunny afternoon
flying over the Laurentianwildernessisan
overwhelmingexperience. Bush pilotsfly
with atopographic map in one hand, using
natural landmarksto navigate. Thisisby
no meansesasy, the plateau isa confusing
mosaic of mountain ranges, bogs, cliffs,
lakesand rivers. Onceaway fromthe
coast thereisvirtualy no evidencedf civi-

CFS DROPPING 200 FEET.
PHOTO BY CHARLIE PETTYGROVE

THE GRAND CHUTE OF THE ROMAINE...20,000+

lization. Therearelots of beaverand
moose and bear and even wolves, but
therearen't any people. Thi s isaharsh
land of terrible splendor.

TheLaurentian Plateau definitely does
not look like good placeto go crashing
downinto.

We hed been al oft fifteen minutes
whenwe punchedthroughthefirst col-
umn of storm clouds. The Otter immedi-
ately bounced in the turbulenceaswe
wereswallowed by aviscousgray mist.
Rene camly allowedthe Otter tolosealti-
tude until we dropped below thecloud. |
wasrelieved to seetheearth again, a-
though | couldn't help but notet hat it was
considerably closer than before.

Had Renes initid maneuver beenall
that wasrequiredto dodgethestorm, |
would have consideredtheflight unevent-
ful. Infact, it wasanything but. The Otter
lurched up and down ﬁom sidetoside
in responseto vicious of wind. Rene
wasdoing hisbest to circumvent the pil-
lars and curtainsof dark, swirlingthunder-
heads. As weflew further and furtherinto
thestormfront Renewasforced to de-
scend more and morein order to maintain
eye contact with theground.

At the sametime he washegotiating
thi s tumultuousmaze projectingfrom
above, hewaswinding hisway througha
geologiclabyrinth projecting from below.
Soon we wereflying between mountain
topsand cliffs. Morethan
oncel held my eyesclosed
for several secondsbe-
causel couldn't bear to
look.

Renegesturedtohisal-
timeter... it read 600...
meters? | leaned forward
for abetter look. My worst
fearswereconfirmed.. it
wasfeet!

| didn't needtobere-
mindedthat many of the
mountaintops of the
Laurentians soar to more
t han 2000f eet He wavered
hishandinthe universa
signfor "iffy". Weflew into
still another wall of clouds
and Reneshook hishead
and sent the Otter into a
swift arc. | assumedthat he
had given up; that wewere
heading back to Harve S.
Pierre. That wasfinemy
me. | looked over nmy
shoulder at the others, |
couldtell at aglancethat it
wasfine by them too.
Thesewerenot happy
campers.

Byth stimel had com-
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pletely lostdl sense of direction. Fortu-
nately, Rene had not. Suddenly he mo-
tioned toward anarrow cleftin thest orm
front. Witha nod he nosed the Otter
throughthi s portal and crested a ridge of
mountains. A largeribbon of water mean-

dered acrossthe plateau one thousand feet

below.
It wastoogoodto betrue... but Rene
wassmilingbroadly... yes.. it wasthe Ro-

The Sophisticated and high-tech air terminal
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L

At quality paddling shops, evenvwhirne

&l Harve 51 Flarrs
Photo by Charlie Pettygrove

rnaine! | turned againand gestured to the
others. One by onethey got my message
and started to beam. The Good Ship Lolli-
pop never sailed witha happier crew.

Wefollowedthe Romaine upstream
through itsserpentinecanyon, past the
rapidsand fallsthat would entertainand
amaze usfor the next ninedays. Thewalls
of the canyonloomed on either side; for a
moment | felt likeIndianaJonesin ascene
cutfromRai der s of thelLost Ark.

When we reached theflat water that
marked our point of embarkation, Rene
banked the planetightly, pulled back on
thethrottleand sent the Otter swooping
downtowardtheriver. Heleveled the
planejust before we touched down; our
landing was smoothert han any | haveever
experiencedinajumbojet. Withina
minute he had beached the Otter and, in
deferenceto the unsettledwesather, was
hurriedly tossingour gear out the door.

Five minuteslater the Otter wasempty
and Renewasready to head back to town.
Thest or mcloudswereswirling around
the canyon and they weredarkert han
ever. Wethanked Rene profusdly; he had
gotten usto our destinationalive and,
moreimportantly, he had salvaged our va
cation. Wewished him luck on theflight
homeand hoped hewouldn't need it. And
wetipped him $50. Consideringthecir-
cumstances,it washardly enough. But he
nodded hisapproval, climbedintothe Ot-
ter and wasgone.

After the plane disappearedinto the
st or mwestood silently on the banksof
the Romaine, collecting our thoughtsand
regaining our composures. Wewere 150
milesfrom civilizationand therewasno
way out but downtheriver. Reneand Ma
dame had donetheir jobs;, therest wasup
tous

In retrospect, our expeditionon the
Romainewasa rousingsuccess. We
paddled plenty of booming whitewater
and caught nativetrout by thescore. We
reverently drifted by verdant
mountainsidesand precipitouscliffsand
camped besidethe Grande Chute, afalls
wherethe 20,000+ cfs Romaine plummets
hundredsof feet.

Theriver wasmemorable, but the
flight to the put-in wasa hard act to fol-
low. So now, when we reminisceabout
our Canadianadventure, the conversation
inevitably turnsto our ridein the Otter. It
will bealongtimebeforeany of usforgets

that journey!.
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FIRST GRAND PRIZE:  Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice
SECOND GRAND PRIZE:  Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters
THIRD GRAND PRIZE: ~ Schlegel Duralene Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES:  AWA/Dagger Paddl-a-thon T-shirts

AWA lapel pins and AWA License plate frames

Enteringis easy and fun!
¢ Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993

eLog your river time on the official entry form

*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31, 1994

*Receive your prizes!

*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
ry
*AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569

Proceeds to benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALFOFA CURRENTAWA

AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH 75% TOAWA'S WDPAND 25%FOR YOUR CLUB'S USE IN

ITS CONSERVATION. SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligible for Individual and Grand Prizes.
'
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Whitewaler for

Everyone?

Dear Editor,

| must take objectionto
Chuck Massey'sletter inthe
November/December iSsue.
Theideathat "rafting compa
niesare not our adlies* and
“whitewater boatingisnot for
the masses' isdependenton
one's perspective. If you con-
sider that rafting companiesof-
fer aconsumer service then
their numbersreflect public
demand. Mr. Massey's attitude
seemsto bethet accessto
whitewater should be con-
trolled by physical prowess
and personal dedicationtothe
soort. An attitudethat reminds
meaof the preservationists
whoseanswer to the over-
crowding of our Nationa
Parksistolimit accessto only
thosewho can hikein. A

13077 HWY
WHITEWATER CATALOG

800 367-3521

FAX 704 488-2498

1YW BEATSON

pretty salf righteousattitude
that totally ignoresthe rights
of thedderly, handicapped
and disadvantagedwho can
not affordthe timeand equi p-
ment required An attitudetFet
will betotally indefensibleto
the general public; who, by the
way, aretherightful ownersof
our rivers.

If instead, youlook &t river
usagein termsof safety, envi-
ronmental impact and equal
accessyou will find it amuch
more defensibleposition. A
position which rafting compa
nieswill beforced to compro-
mise withfor their ownsdif-in-
terest. Thecompetitionbe-
tween outfittersmakesover-
crowdingas much anissueto
themasto the hard boaters.
Economicsurviva isatop pri-
ority so rather than wasting en-
ergy on confrontation, realize
that aforced dly ispreferable
to an entrenched enemy.

Whilel sympathizewith
Mr. Massey'sfeelingsover the

NANTAHALA OUTDOOR CENTER |

L

(1T Tarll

WHITEWATER GEAR (& MORE!) FROM THE EXPERTS |

lossof river running asan ex-
perienceshared with justafew
friends, timeshavechanged. |
first experiencedthe Gauley in
theearly 70saspart of agen-
erations-oldfamily traditionof
float fishing and camping trips.
It wasstill atimewhenyou
could spendt hree or four days
ontheriver without seeing an-
other livingsoul. Pure Scream-
ing Hell wasonceknownas
Two Pint Shoals; thereason
being obviouswithal uni num
canoesand wooden john
boats. But, what wasoncea
family secret isnot a" Nationa
Treasure'" and we must con-
sole ourselveswith beingone
of the privilegedfew.

Sincerdly,
Charley Friddell
___ Hugheston, West Virginia__

New River Jel Skiers

Defended

Dear Stuart Thompson,

| respond to your letter in
the November1 December edi-
tion of American Whitewater.
While | do agr ee with your
poi nt of t he impact of ex-
haust f unes produced by the
jet skis, the noise pollution
and, not least of al, thesafety
issue, we must consider the
possiblerepercussionsof at-
temptingto ban" certaintypes
of river craft" from accessing
what in reality belongsto al of
us.

The problemisin setting
precedents. Inthesameissue
of American Whitewater was
aletter concerningthe Vdley
Flls State Park Rangerswho
werestopping kayakers from
usingtheriverin kayaksafter
araft descent wastel evised.
They too could start torestrict
river usageto only alimited
type of craft. Either publicac-
cessispermitted (and | see no
reasonto ever restrict that) or
itisnot. If anindividua (Va
nillalce, for example) isirre
sponsible, then heshould be
thrown off the river- but you
can not stop responsibleriver
runnersfromusingtheriver.

Agoodfriend of minewas

American Whitewater v March/April 1994

one o thesafety boatersfor
this first (jet ski) descent, and
wasvery impressed withthe
skill and attitudesof the riders,
except for Vanilla | ce, who ap-
parently wasout of control and
apest. Whilel would never
useajet ski mysdf, | would

d S0 never usean oar raft, but
thet doesn't meanthat | should
be ableto stop those people
fromusingwhat isrightfully
theirs. And onthepollutionis
sue- the exhaust emitted by the
skis isnomina comparedto
that of the cars passing over
the New River Bridge, or that
o themotorrigs onthe Grand
Canyon- whichisoneof the
most controlled riversinthe
world. Pleaseconsiderthi s be-
fore continuingyour present
courseof action.

Sincerdly,
Corran Addison
Asheville, North Carolina

(Look for photosand a
brief article regarding
jetskiersontheNew in
thisissue of American
Whitewater.)

Editor'sReply

Both of the lettersabove

addressthe fact that we ofien
find ourselvesina decidedly
paradoxical position. Onone
hand we assert our right to
paddle our canoesand kay-
aks whenever and wherever
we please. Then We ask for
restrictionsthat would limit
the accessd others(rowdy
commercial rafters and ram-
bunctious jet skiers, for ex-
ample) tothevery same
whitewater resources.

I think thecritical ques
tionthat weneed toaskin
these situationsisthis, "o |
want to limit other groups
fromusing theriver because
they aregoing to harm the
resource, or ismy opposition
purely a matter of self-inter-
e?

We should bewilling to
sharetheriverswithothers
who have a genuine appre-
ciationd their beauty and



Olympians Scott Shipley and Eric Jackson Photo by Ed Michael

Dagger has the boat to take you there.

We added excitement to the paddling world with our canoes
and kayaks. And with the best-of-the-best working with us, -
Dagger keeps pushing the limits on what can be done, further
than anyone dreamed just a few years ago.

Now five time World Champion Jon Lughill has teamed up
with us and created the Cascade...an exciting new C-1. The
Cascade joins the Vortex- our comfortable and roomy white
water kayak designed especially for larger paddlers - the
Ocoee - a white water canoe designed with Frankie Hubbard
and the Caption.

Wherever you dream to go!

In Oct '93 Olympians Erle Jackson and Scott Shipley
finished 1-2 in the 1993 World Whitewater Rodeo
Championships in Dagger's newest hoat -the Transition.
Dagger's canoes and kayaks are designed to truly take you
where you may have only dreamed of going. And to see
Dagger boats in action give us a call or write. Our catalog
is free and our new video is only $5.00.

When you think about everything you love about canoe-
ing & kayaking you have to think...

P.0. Box 1500
a! 1! ZE ., Harriman, TN 37748

615-882-0404

e
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and after areview it wasdeter-

mined that inventory and staff

costs madethe programsfi-

nancially difficult to support.

Further, becaused thetechni-

cal natured whitewater pad-
_dling and becausea mgority of
| rentersarebeginnersinthe
! gport, wefelt that the cus-
tomer would be better served
rentingfromlocal outfitters
thet providedhandsoninstruc-
tion

Additionaly,REI never
considered droppingits moun-
taineering and climbing prod-
ucts, and over the past several
yearshasworked actively
withinthe climbingindustry to
try to minimizethe negativeas-
pectsdf liability concerns.

Our positioninthi s area
wasmisinterpreted by aquote
inaJuneissued the \&|
Street Jour nal that led read-
ersto bdieveliability concerns
werethe primary factorsin our
decisions. Thank youfor d-
lowing meto clarifythi s issue.

challenge. But, at the same
time, we must beready toop-
pose thosewho would depre-
ciateor damage our
whitewater resources.

Bob Gedekoh

REI Minimizes

Liability Concerns

- Dear Editor,

Thi s letter isin responseto
anarticletitled"Lawsuits
Threaten Whitewater Recre-
ation"thet appearedinyour
September1October issue.

Whileliability suitsarea
concernthroughoutthe out-
door industry,thi sisnot the
reasonREI decidedto stop
rentingwhitewater kayaks.
Only three of our storeswere
offering whitewater rentals,

Presents

Whitewater Dancer Il

This video hasit all! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hotwave andhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of specialinteresttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Set into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-F| stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
glayboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 203/693-8750

Sincerdly,

Dan Ducich

Chief Financia Officer

Recreationa
Equipment,Inc.

Editor's Reply

One of our sourcesin
preparingthearticlewas, in
fact, the pieceinthe Wall
Sreet Journal. Weareglad
to hear that REl isworking to
limit theill effectsthat theli-
ability crisisishaving on
outdoor recreation.

It'sinteresting to hear
that one of the reasons REI
stopped renting whitewater
boatswas because they didn't
want to compete with local
outfitters who provided simi-
lar services.I hopethat
doesn't mean that REl isare
going to stop sending me
cataloguesbecausethereare
shoe and clothing storesin
my neighborhood!

Bob Gedekoh

A Woman's Place?!?

Dear Editor,

| wasjust browsing
throughthe November/Decem-
berissue. My attentionwas
drawnto the Upper Gauley
Raceresults. C1- Women...
Heidi Domeisen.. 85:09,

fﬁj"‘}"

o

| cnsg&ngEyIFrTTEns

Equp e

Certainly Ms Domeisen
must realizetheimpactsheis
havingon maereadersaf this
Journal. Wecanacceptarun
ontheUpper Gauley. Wecan
swallowtheraceentry. But
thefinal blow of the C-1 was
uncalled for.

Ms Domiesen must con-
sider another craft.

Sincerdly,
Dr. CH.B. Noonan

P.S. Doyouthink Heidi
wouldlead afirst-timer
through Pillow Rock?

Editor'sReply

| know how youfed. Ev-
ery year Kara Ruppel and
AliceVernon dust meat the
Upper Yough Race. My ego
canonly hope that this
Domeisen woman limits her
hair racing to the Gauley!

Bob Gedekoh

WHITEWATER

ECHAPHMENT CATALOG

PO Box 209 e Springfield, OR 97477

503 (747-2272)

B
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First made for video boa

in Australla in 1986, the%

great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat-

wave surfing! 'LTE; -

e are committed to
remise that "heavy
duty" does.not mean,
HEAVY........the
SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
18" x 28"! The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES.....
== floor =+ D-rings s rOpe
= splash screen  +- foot stirrups Air ﬁght Inﬂﬂtﬂhles
SHREDDERS - RAETC oo
STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS * ACCE
= length = 124" - color = black 68
» width = 58" » weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - U?Z?lr wst?wn
* tube diameters available = 18.5", 207, 21" Box 36 Ohiopy
» neoprene/nylon ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM 5980.00 & UP
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nl HE cTﬂRs e CANOE AND KAYAK FLOTATION
o - SERLERMARRALARAREARA S SAFETY AND EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Anita Adams Bob Glanville l%/lz%c{/lzhﬁng%n « Wiiirewater OUTFITTING
Star Route 1, Box 46 66 Deer Run -1/2 12th Street RPROOF CAVERA BAGs
Edmond, WV 25837 Glenwood, NY 14069 Washington, DC 20003 WAT;‘MT CARE AND RE:MR
Ric Alesch Joe Grelner Barry Tuscano
14262 West Warren Place 404 Stacy Street RD 1, Box 32 DRy STORAGE BAGS
Lakewood, 00 80228 Raleigh, NC 27607 Bolivar, PA 15923 Kavak SPRAY SKIRTS
»,
Bill Baker Bill Hildreth Charlie Walbridge — Extrasporr PFD’s
2953 Birch Street 78 Beechwood Street 230 PenllynPike Boor Guove
Denver, CO 80207 Cohasset, MA 02025 Penllyn, PA 19422 Goanen Koves
Pope Bharmw Lars Holbek Teiuie Racxs
136 13th Street SE Box 63 E—
Washington,DC 20003 Coloma, CA 95613 AWR DFFICERS Awc Mons
Lee Belknap Diana Hofloran V;ce Preslideln!.t? Ma:c Thormn In High
1308 Maryland Avenue Route1, Box 90 ™
Glen Eller, VA 23060 Fairview Mountain Road Secretary: Anita Adams Performance
Reliance. TN 37369 Treasurer: Jim Scott
Riza Shimoda Callrwar anoe
PO. Box 375 Joe Pulliam AWA STAFF
Denver, NC 28037 P.0. Box 1500 Prwvilis B. Horowitz. Execulive Dirsclos m
X X Harriman, TN 37748 P.0. Box 85
Tom Christopher e Kavak Gear.
931 Union Street Rear Jim Scott Phoenicia, NY 12464 Y
Leominster, MA 01453 3715 Jocelyn Street NW (914) 688-5569 i
Bob Gedekoh Washington, BC 20015 Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director | CALL FOR ';REE COLOR CATALOG O
Box 228,RD 4 Pete Skinner 8630 Fentpn Street, Suite 910, OVER 400 PRODUCTS
Elizabeth, PA 15037 Box 272, Snyder Road Silver Spring, MD 20910 1-800-843-8985
West Sand Lake, NY 12196 Phone (301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121 :
Susan Gentry
646 Deer Creek Trail Ron Stewart
Hoschton, GA 30548 P.O. Box 1337 PO. BOX 207AW
Chattanooga, TN 37401 WAITSFIELD * VERMONT 05673

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyie,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

HEW «n GAULEY GORGES

RIVER RUNNERS*INC

On US. Route 60, ¥4 Mile
Eastof U.S. 19 Intersectior

‘AU VIVE
P.O. Box &5
Twin Lakes, CO
¥ 81251
o Phone/FAX (719) 486-1295
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG

1-800-950-2585
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PURPBSE........

The America.n
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our mission isto conserve
America swhitewater resour ces
and to enhance oppor tunitiesto
safely enjoy them.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isa national
organization with a membership
of over 3000 individua
whitewater boating enthusiasts

and more than 100 local
paddling club affiliates.

EDUCATION: Through publice:
tionof themagazine, American
Whitewater, and by other means, the
AWA providesinformationand educa-
tionabout whitewater rivers, boating
safety, technique, and equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA rarta s

acompletenationa inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishesinformationon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetoloca groups, workswith
government agencies, and —when
necessary — takeslegd actionto pre-
vent river abuse.

EVENTS. AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalstoraise
fundsfor river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Ten-
nesseeand theannual Gauley River
Festivd in Wedt Virginia, thelargest
gathering of whitewater boatersinthe
nation.

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safety, publishesreportson
whitewater accidents,and maintains
botha uniform nationa rankingsys-
temfor whitewater rivers(thelnterna
tiona Scale df Whitewater Difficulty)
aswdl asan internationally recog-

nized whitewater saf ety code.

RIVER ACCESS:. Toassurepublic
accesstowhitewater riversAWA ar-
rangesfor river accessthrough private
lands by negotiation or purchase,
seeksto protect theright of public pas-
sageondl riversand streamsnavi-
gable by kayak or canoe, and resists
unjustified restrictionson government-
managed whitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis-
ouri non-profitcorporationlawsin
1961 and maintainsits principa mail-
ing addressat PO Box 85, Phoenicia,
NY 12464. Thephone numberis914
688-5669. AWA Istax exempt under
section501(c)(3) of theInterna Rev-
enue Cack.

Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pockeg,i

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription

river

to American Whitewater..

professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Plus--every

.the best semi-

Join the AWA today and receive American Whltewater at home

Yes | want tojoin the AWA and receivea subscriptionto American Whitewater . I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00($25 Canada, $30over seas) to help conser veour whitewater resour cesand promoteriver safety.

Name

Address

| would liketo makean additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated bel ow.

AWA member ship dues...........ccuu... $20.00
WDP contribution........c.coreeenreiene. $
Total amount .......ceeeereceeeerrrecereenens $

]

Mail 1o AWA, 1M.0O)

Phax 55, Phoemiea,

NY 12464

| would beinter ested in'working asan AWA volunteer.

American Whitewater v March/April 1994
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What's Up?

Water level readings from selectec:
North American river level gauges are:
"up" on Waterline

Water levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "up"too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by
calling Waterline while you're ptanning
your next river adventure

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week,

Call toll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or il
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everything you need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for

today's river levels.

1-800-945-3376

CAMPING,
CLIMBING,

BACKPACHING,

FREE DISCOUNT CATALOG

Eureka. Jansport, Sierra Designs,
Slumberjack, Cannondale, Peak 1,
Chouinard. Lifa, Optimus, Lowe,
= Weolrkh, Columbio
¥ Comp Trails, MSA

The Morth Faoce

hudl

The Art of Winter Paddling

i

e, h
David Hablewitz i

Winter paddlingismoreart t han sci-
ence. Westher conditionsand water lev-
elscan be unpredictable,and usudly the
best of the one comeswiththeworst of
theother. Butif you wanttotry winter
paddling, with alittle preparationyoucan
turn acold, dreary weekendinto a god- a
send. Someaf the requisitesinclude: Eo

1.The 5 essentials: boat, pfd, helmet, paddle, and
sprayskirt.(Open boaters need 4: boat, pfd, helmet,
and 2 x 1/2 paddles.)

2.Drytop, drysuit, or wetsuit and paddling jacket.
(remember: wet=cold)

3.Insulative layers. 1-3 layers in some combination of
thermalunderwear and outerwear, usually made of
Polypropylene,Pelartec 200, or some other warm-
when-wet material. NEVER COTTON. Insulative
headgear (absolute necessity), neoprene booties and
pogies or gloves.

4.A dependable roll or a full drysuit. (wet=cold=nofun)
5.An insatiable lust for padding.

6.Several friends who also have all of the above.

7.The Weather Channel.

Itisalsoagood ideato carry a breakdown paddleand awell stocked dry bag. Some
dry pile, firestartersand matchesand afirst aid kit may proveinval uableif someone
goesfor an unexpectedswim. Some hedonistseven carry thermosesfilled with hot co-
coaor coffee.

Onceoutfitted be preparedfor thetimeof your life. Winter and early springst or ns
bring high water andt hi s isthe only time many creeksare runnable. Evenwith severa
inchesdf rain,some of the best creeksare only runnable for aday or so. Remember,
they emm betough aswell. Timingiseverything. It helpsto havealenientsick leave
policy at work

Inthewinter, thoser uns that are crowded in summer becomeremoteadventures.
The crowds have moved on to ski lift linesand tropical beaches. Gonearetherafts, hi-
bernatinguntil next season. Eventhefishermenretreat for thewinter. Or perhapsthey
justtradein their wadersand fishing polefor ammo and rifle. Theovercrowded parking
lotsbecomedesol ate, savethefew hardcore boatersthat form asinner circle within an
dready-fraternalsport. Tothese peoplethe summer is"the off season”.

Asthe massdf humanity retreatsfor the season, the wildlifetakes over. Deer, bea
ver, and even bear might beseen. Theair isoften clear enough to see 50 milesor more
and great viewsabound runningshuttle, sincetheleavesare off thetrees. Forthose
willingto bravethe cold to pay homagetothe "rivergods’, winter paddling offersatruly
religiousexperience.
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Takes a Licking....
And Keeps on Tricking!

by John Frachella

idsummer... and
2500 cfs onthe
Wes Branch.

Heavenfor Mark, alocal freelance
photographer, and me, just another
adrenalin junkie, swept along by the
rush of the mighty Penobscot River.
Wewererunning Abol Repid. Mt
Katahdin, Maine€stallest and most ma-
jestic peak, loomed in the background.
Abol isonedf thoserapidsthat looks
ClassII fromtheroad. But hidden
rock ledgesand long, sticky holes

CUSTOM

GRAPHITE
" ----PADDLES |
| .

\_,---_,-h/ﬁ-’} KAYAK &

CANO|E

MADE TO YOUR SPECS,
LENGTH
1= WEIGHT |

i STRENGTH

1692 SECOND SI. PIKE
RICHBORO, PA 18954
215-598-3669

makeit asolid classIl with ClassV
conseguences.

Asusua we were pretty noncha:
lant, just whistling our way through
theturbulence. Thenonedf the holes
near thetop of therapid sucked me
back intoitsmaw and flipped me. No
bigdedl, | thought, but when | wentfor
my roll | couldn't get up.

(E e

Wierd. My left wrist felt
likeit waspinned tomy side. |
couldn’'t move my hand. |
tugged and pulled, but my hand
seemed to be stuck tomy waist.
| was getting smacked around
ontheledgesand | wasrunning
out of air. SMimmingwasa
distinct possibility... but |
wasn't ready togiveup yet. My
right hand, the only onestill
free, clenched my cherished,
custom-made Doug Wellman
paddle. Stubbornly, | told
mysalf tohold on.

-

But thingswere gettingpretty
grim. Inafind desperatemove, |
tucked my head to my waist, grabbed
theeaff of my paddling jacket with my
teethand rippedwithal | my nnght.

| wasreleased My left hand in
dinctivelywent for my T gripand |
rolled upright.

Gasp! Mark wassoonat my side
with questions. "What happened? Yau
never missyour roll!"

| didn't haveaclue. | wasgrateful
that | had not been hurt but, for thelife
of me, | couldn't figureout what had
caused the probleminthefirg place.
Neither could Mark He shrugged and
headed downstream.

Somedf our friendswere onshore
just below therapid, sittingaround on
asmall beach. Mark paddied over to
say helloand | followed, still dazed |
got out tostretch and bail and one of
my friendshanded mea beer.

Tenminuteslater | saw avery
strangeth g Thereonthesided my
lifevest wasmy watch, which | usually
wear over the cuff of my longdeeved
paddlingjacket. But now the watch
was hangingfrom the safety carabinier
that | keep onthevest.

Thetimepieceisadivewatchwith
holesal| up and downthestrap. One
sided thestrap had separated from
thewatch and thewholeaffair just
dangledfrom the carabinier, looking
innocent. | soon redlized what had
caused my problemintherapid; | had
handcuffed mysdf with my watch! It
wasaonein athousand chance.. and
just my luck!

Wl | &till wear awatch onthe
river, but I'vereplaced my lifevest
carabinierwith oned thosefancy
locking typesthat won't open sponta:
neoudy at inopportunetimes.

I've been boating for twenty years
but I never ceaseto beamazed at how
easly | get mydf intotrouble. And
it'sawaysstupidlittlet hi ngs that trip
me up.

Likeawatchband! Makesmewon-
der, what's next?

John Frachellaisan AWA
Regional Coordinator from
Bangor, Mainewho paddles a
C-1. Heisalsothedesigner of
the Viper, a popular squirt/
cruising G1.
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SCHEME HATCHED FOR
NEW CHATTO0GA ROAD

iscussionsare being

held betweentheUS

Forest Service, the
GeorgiaPower Company and
othersregardingthe possible
constructionof anew road
into Tugaloo Lake. The need
for sucharoad, if any, isgtillin
question.

The Chattooga,firs made
notoriousin thefi | 'Ddiver-
ance", isoneof thesoutheast's
most treasured whitewater
runs. Theriver hasbeendesig-
nated a National Wild and Sce-

eral damsonthe Deefidd.

nic River and 2/3 of theland on
both banksisunder U.S. For-
est Service management. The
famous Five Fallssection of
thelower Chattoogaisalsoa
botanicallyrich areawithim-
portant wildlifehabitat.

Plansfor the new road
would severely impact the
naturd character of thi s area
by making it possiblefor thou-
sands of peopleto easily come
upinto pristineportionsof the
river which are now accessible
only by boat or raft.

The Nationa Hydropower Reform Codlition wasformedto
bringboaters, fishermen, and other pro-river groupstogetherto
speak withinasingle unified voice.

The Coadlitionisinvolvedin dozensof hydropower
relicensings throughoutthe nation, many of which, likethe

Currently, kayakers and
rafterspaddleout fromtheend
of the whitewater fun across
the flatwater of Tugaloo Lake,
achorewhichfew boatersand
ever fewer rafters relish, espe-
cially when a headwindis
blowing. A road penetrating
intotheroadless areaon the
Georgiaside of the river would
eliminatethischore, but theen-
vironmental trade offshave
somefansd the Chattooga
worried.

Threeyearsago, asimilar
plan waspromoted to builda
road onU.S. Forest Service
land intotheriver on the South
Carolinasideof theriver, but
that schemewasshelved due
tothe negative environmental
effectsof overcrowding.

The uninhabitedmountains
aroundthelakeserveasa

PARTYTIME ON THE
DEERFIELD IN 1994

American Whitewaterand New England HLOW have sched-
uled ariver festival for the Deerfield River in Massachusettson
August 6 of thisyear. Thefestival event will be afund raiserfor
A.OW and AWA. Both groupshave participatedin the National
Hydropower Reform Coditionin alengthy effort toreacha
settlement with New England Power on therelicensingof sev-

Herédstheschedule:

June 45weekend

June 26 Sunday

July 410 weekend

July 17 Sunday

July 23-24weekend

July 30-31 weekend

Augud 6-7 weekend (Festival Weskend)
August 20-21 weekend

buffer between civilizationand
theriver, thefores, andthe
wildlife. Some observersfear
thet aroadintothi s areawould
resultin theintensiverecre-
ational developmentof private
property located near the lake
and river. Profitsfor some, but
abig changefor theriverine
environment.

Asa participant in the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Com-
missionrelicensng of Georgia
Power's North GeorgiaProject,
AWA and|ocal boating clubs
(such asthe Atlanta
Whitewater Club and the Geor-
giaCanoeing Association) have

| asked for morepublic review

and environmental analysis of
the company's plansregarding
the proposedroad and for
more opportunity for boaterin-
put. B

Salmon and Sacandagain New York and Talulah Fallsin Geor-
gia, offer the prospect of vastly improved whitewater flowson
key whitewaterrivers.

Some relicensing negotiationshavetaken on a combativefla
vor, but otherslikethe Deerfield haveinvolved power companies
with a rational forward-looking management willingto discuss
river restorationand environmental amenitieswith river users
and river appreciatorsof al kinds.

While no permanent settlement has yet been penned for the
Deerfield, prospectsaregood that a settlement will be finalized
laterinthespringif adisagreement between Trout Unlimited
and other coalition memberscan beresolved.

Thefind settlementisexpectedto providefor 32 release days
each year with varying flows between 900-1100 c.f.s, and with
Saturday releasesd five hours.

Meanwhile, New England Power hasannouncedthe 1994 re-
leaseschedul efor the Monroe Bridge section. Each rel easewill
be 900 c.f.s. for four hoursapiece.

Augud 27-28weekend
September 4 Sunday
September 17 Saturday
October 2 Sunday
October 8 Saturday

TheAugust 6 Deerfield River Festival wiill featuremusic, re-
freshments, equipment displays, and much more. It will belo-
cated in the openfield onthewest end of Charlemontdirectly
acrossfrom Zoar Outdoor.

New England Power Co. will a so provide106 scheduled re-
leaseson the Fife Brook section of the Deerfield River, whichin-
cludesthe Zoar Ggp rapid. Thisincludesevery Saturday and Sun-
day between April 18to September 18. [

For moreexact timesand flows, cal the Deerfield River Flow
informationline, (413) 6258414, the evening before. B
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CONSERVATION

AWA EXPWNS HOW TO
TEST THE WATERS

AWA's ConservationPr ogr amDirector hasbeen sellingthe
benefitsof whitewaterto dam builders, fishery experts, and elec-
tric utilitiesaround the country.

Rich Bowers, AWA Conservation Pr ogr amDirector, recently
rel eased a paper entitled"A Nutsand BoltsApproachto
Whitewater Recreation Studies' and hasbeen afeatured speaker
at aconferenceson river restorationand dam safety.

Recently, at the San Francisco In-Stream Flow Seminar, Bow-
ersexplainedthe how "varied flows' contributeto river restora-
tion. Accordingto Bowers, just havingatricklerun out the bot-
tom of adamto keep afew fish divedoesnot qudify asriver res-
toration.

Bowersaddressed the benefitsdf el evated flow rel eases(often
usableby whitewater boaters) in river restorationefforts. Healso
unveiled his paper on how to conduct a successful whitewater
flow test on bypassed river reacheswhich have never before been
boated.

For years, the sciencedf river restoration has been gauged a-
most exclusively by the restorationof fish speciesand fishery
habitat. Fishery managementin thesesituationshas usualy de-
pended onidentifyingminimumflows. Often these projectshave
targeted asinglepopul ar speciesaf fish, frequently anon native

Serving the
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat

RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of the famousGlider,

Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond.

@r SEDA open and decked recregtional canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Qr SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensivelineof whitewater and

flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalogand dealer near est you.
SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave.,, National City, CA 91950

Tel: 6191336 2444

species. In someinstances, these effortshavehad disastrous ef-
fectson native species.

In many situati onsthelimited minimumflow approachto river

restorati on has disappointed those who would liketo seerivers
returnto amorenatural pattern of flowswith awider rangecf
benefitsfor all kinds of aquaticlifeas well as outdoor recreation
such as kayaking and canoeing.

The December 1993 San Franciscoworkshop (co-sponsored
by EA Engineering, Scienceand Technology and the National
Park Service) highlighted the growth of knowledge, and redirec-
tion of focus, regardingriver restoration effortstoday.

Bowersfocused on the benefitsprovided by downstream rec-
reationto theoveral goa of river restoration. He discussed the
way natural stream ecosystemsystemsare maintained by differ-
ent magnitudesaf flow, occurringat different times and dueto
different reasons.

According to Bowers*“Artificially varied flowsar e sometimes
theonly processavailablefor restoringnatural processesdown-
stream of hydroelectricdams.”

Theworkshopwasattended by many of individualswhoare
responsiblefor setting river policy. Theseincludedfedera and
statefish and wildlife agenciesand numerousdevel operswho
control dam operationsaround the country.

Copiesaf Bowers paper, “A Nutsand BoltsApproachto
Whitewater RecreationStudies', areavailableby calingthe ANVA
ConservationPr ogr amOfficed (301) 589-9453..

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

& FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CAMOES « KAYAKS
RAPIDS = LAKES « DCOEAMS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyogeurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYNPIKE.PENLLYN, PA 19422

215-646-5034
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HYDRO UPDATE

by AWA Staff

Insomeways, 1993wasa
good year for whitewaterriv-
ers. Thegreatest boost came
for thoseriverscontrolledby
hydropower dans.

Conditionson dam con-
trolled riversbegan to look
promisingwhen the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) took a new ook
at itsmandateto managerivers
inthe publicinterest address-
ing several importantissuesfor
thefirsttime:

¢ unwanted and unsafe
dams(de commissioning) o
watershed management versus
project-by-projectreview o re-
jection of uneconomical
projects

e refusal tolicense new
damswith unacceptablees-
theticeffects(i.e. too ugly 1)

FERC watcherscredit the
agency's new attitudeto
FERC’s new Chairperson,
ElizabethMoler. Ms. Moler
seemsto havean unusuallyfor-
ward-looking approachfor a
FERC Commissioner. In addi-
tion, she has been open to sug-
gestionsfrom awide range of
riverinterests.

Withthi s changein the
regulatory tide, whitewater rec-
reation advocateshad some
sweet victoriesin 1993. Indica
tionsarethat access and recre-
ationflowswill be soonre-
storedtoriverssuch asthe
Dearfidd (MA), Tallulah (GA),
the Sacandaga and the
Mongaup (NY).

Recreational improvements
at these projectshave come
about becausedf the new atti-
tudesat FERC and because of
agrowing recognition (by el ec-
tric utility companiesand State
agencies) of theimportanced
downstreamriver use—its
economicbenefitsand its
growthin popularity. Thi s has
led to a better understanding of
thevauesassociated with river
use. However, thereisstill
work to bedoneinthisares,
and recognitionisafar cry from
either fair or usgful policies.

Thekey to much of thi s suc-
cesswasa poolingof resources
among river recreationand
conservationinterests, and the
growth of the newly named
"National Hydropower Reform
Codlition".

Thiscoalitionismade up of
over 19 nationd, regional and
locd grassrootsgroupswork-
ing onimprovingour rivers.
AWA holdsthe primary respon-
shility for recreational im-
provements, but our success
has been aided by other organi-
zations, especialy American
Rivers

AmericanRiversprovided
key leadershipfor the Codition
and hasraised virtuadly dl of
thefundsfor morethana
dozen participatinggroups. In
addition, American Riversof-
fered officespace, administra:
tive support, credibilityand ex-
pertiseto early AWA efforts.
For the AWA, thi s hasresulted
in approximately $40,000 in
grants, over athree year period,
from foundationssuch as
George Gund, Carolyn, Surdna,
and the Pew Charitable Trusts.

Trout Unlimited isanother
nationa coalitionmember of-
feringstrongsupport for river
recreation. Whilefishingand
boatingsometimesseemto
conflict, the combinedefforts
o Trout Unlimited at the na-
tiona level with AWA and oth-
erscould resultin better ac-
cess, better acceptanced river
recreation, and in many cases,
more balancedflowswhich will
enhanceboth fishingand boat-
in

gOn aregional level, New En-
gland H.OW has contributed
significantly to the National Hy-
dropower Reform Codlition ef-
fort by coordinatingthevarious
organizationsin New England.
Onerewarding effortisadraft
agreement with New England
Power to restorefishery flows
onthe Deerfieddaswell as
whitewater rel easeson the Fife
Brook and Monroe Bridge sec-
tionsdf thisriver. (Seethear-
ticleelsewhereinthi sissuean-
nouncing thei nteri mrelease

scheduleand river festival.)
The Nationa Hydropower
Reform Codlitionisnow gear-
ing up for more mgjor battles
with hydropowerin 1994,
Many of these will be waged
on nationally recognized
whitewater resourcessuch as
the North Fork Payette (ID),
the Clavey (CA), the Kennebec
(ME), and the Upper
Youghiogheny (MD).
Hereisar un down onsome
of the"hot" issuesin hy-
dropower for 1994:

MOKELUVINE (CGA)

In a precedent-settingdeci-
sion, FERC dismissedtheap
plication for the Devil's Nose
water supply/hydro project on
the North Fork Mokelumne
River in Cdifornia

FERC took thi s unusual ac-
tion because, anong other rea
sons, "Theneed for the project
isquestionable..”

Thisisan excitingdevelop
ment becauseriver interests
for years have unsuccessfully
attemptedto havelicensesde-
ni ed which weremarginal,or
totally without merit. Inthe
past, FERCissuedthelicense
and let the projectflounderin
itsown economic mess, often
wrecking the affected water-
way in the process.

Accordingto AWA’s Rich
Bowers, "We now haveatrack
recordfor denial of other smi-
lar uneconomicprojects
acrossthe country."

Theapplicant, Amador
County, has spent 13yearsand
approximately $2 milliondol-
larsonthis projectsofar. Ina
December meeting beforethe
FERC, Amador admitted that
they did not havefundsto un-
dertake required environmen-
tal and recreational studies.
They alsoadmitted that hydro
developmentwasincidental,
and that they sought a water

PLUNGE!

GrasinVideo Productions!

PLUNGE! brings vou 45 minules
warse— o g g steep creckin_on Little -

N

River Canyon, the Bear, the Cullasgja:
and the Horsepasture.

M . 5. Only $26.95 plus $3 shipping
; A& Gentry Video
646 Deer Creek
Trail,
Hoschion, A
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supply sourcefor thefuture,
eventhoughthi s water would
not be needed for another
thrty years!

AWA, Friendsof the River,
and the Foothill Conservancy
in Cdiforniaactively opposed
Devil's Nose project dueto
concernsover how the County
would pay for damageto the
river, given that they couldn't
even affordto study the possi-
bility of damages.

In addition, potential access
and recreational damage
would have occurred on the
Electra, Middle Bar, and upper
Bear Creek runs of the
Mokdumne.

Thefightisnot yet over. On
January 12, the County voted
toappea FERC’s decision. In
addition, recreation onthe
Mokdumneisstill threatened
by projectsunder Pacific Gas
and Electric, and East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District.

CARMEL RIVER [CA)

A proposed Army Corpsof
Engineersplanto builda Newv
Los Padres Dam and expand
theexistingReservairisinthe
worksfor the Carmel Riverin
Cdifornia

Thedamisunder study to
provideadditiona water sup
ply for the Monterey Peninsula
Cost of the project isestimated
at $100 million, and plans
wouldflood the existing
whitewaterr un, Native Ameri-
can cultural sites, and poten-
tidly harmfishery resources.

The Carme isa coastal
river which Cdiforniaboaters
paddlein winter whenthings
arefrozeninthe Sierrasand
highflowsarefrequent aong
the Cdiforniacoast.

For moreinformation, con-
tact AWA regional coordinator
Susan Schefule at (408) 459-
7978.

NORTH FORK
PAYETTE [ID)

For many, the North Fork
of the Payettein western Idaho
isconsideredone of best
whitewater river in the nation.
Aswith many boatingrivers,
outstanding gradient (125feet
per mile for 15 miles between

Smiths Ferry and Banks) and
water velocity havealso at-
tracted numerous hydropower
interests.

Thecurrently proposed
Gam IrrigationProject would
createal35miletunne inth's

area, withthe capacity to carry

all of theriver inanormal year.

[n short, the aestheticand rec-
reational aspectsd theriver

would be goneforever.

The North Fork isnow pro-
tected by the Payette River
Plan, a State protectionen-
actedin 1991 which designates
thissectionasa recrestional
river. However, FERC holds
the cardson hydroelectric
power licenses. And FERCis
makingit clear that it will NOT
defer to Stateauthority.

CONSERVATION

With the State plan beingig-
nored by FERC, the only way
to protect the North Fork isby
anAct of Congress.

Fortunately, | daho Con-
gressmanLarry LaRoceco has
introducedabill, HR. 233,
whichwould havethe effect of
banning hydropower on the 25
milesection between
CarbartonBridgeand Banks. It

WANTED: ACA CERTIFIED CANOE &
KAYAK INSTRUCTORS

ZOAR OUTDOOR, LOCATED ON THE DEERFIELD RIVER

IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTSIS SEEKING QUALIFIED

WHITEWATER INSTRUCTORS FOR THE 1994 SEASON!
PLEASE SEND RESUMESTO: ZOAR OUTDOOR

PO BOX245

CHARLEMONT, MA 01339

NATIONAL

Kiver-

CLEANP WEEK

MAY 14-21, 1994

NATIONAL RIVER

CLEANUP WEEK,
May 14-21, 1994.
Call 1-800-524-4814

for information on how you can get involved.

America Outdoors, American Canoe Association,
American Rivers, American Whitewater Affiliation,
Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation,
National Association ofCanoe Liveries and Outfitters,

and United States Fores¢ Seruice.
Coordinated nationally by America Outdoors.
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15,000 miles of
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doesnot placethe North Fork
inthe Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, or include any other
management restrictions, but
it appliescertain key provi-
sionsof the Wild and Scenic
RiversAct to the North Fork
of the Payette.

HR. 233 had been sched-
uled for hearingsduring Feb-
ruary. It needsthe support of
dl boaterswhoare interested
in protectinga whitewater
river of this caliber.

What Yau Gan Do.
Asimpleletter or fax ex-
plainingwhy the LaRocco bill
(H.R. 233) iscritical to
whitewater interests, and ask-
ingfor support, wouldbea
big hdlp. L ettersshould be ad-
dressed to Idaho Senators
Dirk Kempthorneand Larry
Craig,and to Congressman
BruceVentowith copiessent
to Congressman LaRocco,
thanking himfor hisleader-
shiponthisissue.

Addresses:

Senator Larry Craig, US
Senate, Washington, DC 20510
Fax No. (202) 2242752.

Senator Dirk Kempthorne,
US Senate, Washington, DC
20510 Fax No. (202) 224-5893

CongressmanLarry
LaRocco, USHousedf Repre-
sentatives, Washington, DC
20105 Fax No. (202) 2281213

Congressman BruceVento,
USHouseof Representatives,

Washington, DC 20105 Fax No.

(202) 2261213

For moreinformationcon-
tact AWA & (301) 589-9453 or
Idaho RiversUniteda (208)
343-7481.

CLAVEY RIVER (GA)

When boatersdream of the
perfect river, they dreamdf a
river likethe Clavey.

Dropping 7,000feet in 48

A Celebration to benefit access
and conservation efforts on
the Arkansas and other
Rivers in Colorado.

’a;v/

ﬁl“

4-10 pm

Saturday, July 9, 1994
River Park, Salida, Colorado

MUSIC
VIDEOS

SWAP MEET

sponsored by

American Whitewater Affiliation
Colorado White \Water Association

FOOD & BEVERAGE WHITEWATER MARKETPLACE
SILENT AUCTION

miles, the Claveyisthe quint-
essential SierraclassIVV de-
cent. Itisalsothelast free
flowingtributary of the Wild
and Scenic Tuolumne, and a
CdliforniaWild Trout Stream
In other words, an almost per-
fect wild river.

Sadly, the Turlock Irriga
tion District (TID) isstudying
a$707 millionClavey River
Projectwith consistsaof 5
dams, 2 reservoirs, apower
plant, tunnels, transmission
lines, and roads.

TID hasspent $8.6 million
onstudiesto date. Thesestud-
iesaretypica of onescom-
pleted from a biased view-
point, and haveactually stated
that the project will enhance
thewildfishery,sincerainbow
trout prefer zerovelocity wa
ter flows!

Tofind out how you can
help savethe Clavey, call AWA
at (301) 589- 9453 or the
Tuolomne River Preservation
Trust at (209) 634-5460.

/

BOAT DEMOS
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MONGAUP

TheKayak and CanoeClub
of New York, and the AWA,
haverequested that FERC con-
duct new studiesto determine
thefeasibility and safety of in-
creasing releaseson New
York's Mongaup River totwo
turbinerel eases.

Testsconductedduring
1990 determined that two tur-
bine rel easesprovided better
whitewater recreation. How-
ever, certain officiasin the Na
tional Park Service bdlievethat
thi slevel could push novice
boaterson the downstream
Ddaware Riverintothe
"Mongaup Wave', aclassll
rapid. FERC initially agreed
withthi s conclusion, despite
the conflictingdocumentation.

A morerecent FERC deci-
sion reversestheprior deci-
sionand agreeswith boating
interestswho considered the
1990 studies"flawed." Accord-
ingto FERC, new testing Wl
be completedin thefuture. Ob-
jectionsby the NPS and the
Upper Delaware Council have
delayed scheduling of these
tests.

DAM REMOVAL
ADDRESSED
FOR OVER
1,800DAMS

OnJanuary 19, the Nationa
Hydropower Reform Coadlition
urged the FERC to adopt tough
now policieson damswhich
are nolonger wanted,are
uneconomical,or are unsafe.
The Codlitionincludesthe
AWA and 18 other national and
regiond organizations. The
new policiescould affect over
1,800existingdans and all fu-
ture non-federd damsunder
FERC regulatory contral.

According to AWA Conser-
vation Director, Rich Bowers,
"Dam decommissioningisnot
atheoretical problem.Itis
here now, today!"

Severd projects, now seek-
ing new licenses, present dam
decommissioning concerns
and will directly affect



whitewater riverssuch as
Moxie Stream (ME), Pine (WD),
White Salmon (WA) and the
James(VA).

Recently, thelicenseed the
Moxie Project, Central Maine
Power,sgndleditsdesireto
abandon the project. To pro-
tect locdl lakeinterests, thelo-
cal community (population -
1000) hasvoted to seek either
apower or non power license.
Thequestion, however, is
"How canthistown protect en-
vironmental,recreational ,and
safety concerns?”

In September of 1993 FERC
issued a Noticeof Inquiry re-
garding Dam Decommission-
ing. Theinquiry was prompted
dueto hundredsof damsseek-
ing new licenses. Many of
these damsare between50 and
100yearsold. Hundreds, if not
thousands,df hydropower de-
velopersand river conserva
tionistshave respondedto the
Noticed Inquiry withtheir
suggestionsasto what todo
about old dams.

Decommissioning can mean
discontinuingenergy produc-
tion, removing or breaching
the project, restoration of the
river to anatural condition,
and any measurein between.

FRENCH
HERQINE
RESCUES
LOIRE

Inastunningvictory for Eu-
ropean river conservationists,
the French government an-
nouncedin January that it was
abandoningplansto damthe
Loire River. Instead the gov-
ernmentannouncedaplanto
adopt anon-structural flood
control management program
and demolishtwo existing
dams.

According to Leonard Sklar
of International River Network
in Berkley, Cdifornia, thisde-
cisionsignalstheend of the

"aged dambuilding”anda
recognitionby governments
and engineersaroundthe
worldthat structural flood con-
trol has"faledtostop floods
while contributingto the de-
struction of river ecosystems’.
SKlar said that the French gov-
ernment learned an important

lesson fromthe devastating
floodson the Mississippilast
summer and from morerecent
winter floodingin Europe.
Thecampaignto savethe
Loire, thelongest river in
France, wasspearhead by
Europe's most celebratedriver

conservationist, ChristineJean.

CONSERVATION

Chrigtineisa housewifeand a
passionate, crusadingecolo-
gist. Shefounded Loire Vivante
(Living Loire) in 1986 to com-
bat an ambitiousplanto con-
trol and "domesticate' the en-
tireLoire River valey andits
tributariesin southwestern
France.

2 PERSON CANOE 7 2 PERSON RAFT?

WHITEWATER PADDLERS: THIS NIMBLE, INFLATABLE CANOE WILL
BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS IV, CATCH EDDIES,
HANDLE LOWER FLOWS...

SOLO AND TANDEM INFLATABLES
12 AND 16 FOOT MODELS
SELF BAIL AVAILABLE

THE TOUGHEST HYPALON CONSTRUCTION

[ —
SOAR INFLATABL ES

507 N. 13th St. #409 ST.LOUIS, MO 63103
PHONE: 314-436-0016 FAX: 314-436-2332

PERFECT FOR DAY TRIPS, EXTENDED CAMPING TRIPS
AND WILDERNESS EXPLORATION

SUPERIOR TRACKING IN FLATWATER

IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS, SENIORS, FAMILIES AND FISHERMAN

LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE

SEND $11.95, CHECK OR M.O.,TO RECEIVE OUR EXCITING, 22-MINUTE
PROMOTIONAL VIDEO
"SOAR:IT'S A SWEET RIDE"
OR

CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG
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: Hunning sat of Space and Wlll:r"'
- W have T dav itineraries on wme ol &lncdo

o2
T NOVA
Alaska's Guidesto Alaska's Rivers

Since1975
For information call 907-745-5753 or Fax 907- 745-5754
P.0. Box 1129 Chickaloon, AK 99674

TheLoire servesasthe migratory route
for spawning Samonand a havenfor
bird., otters, beavers, eel, and trout, not to
mention kayakersand touristsfrom
aroundtheworld. Origindly, at least 7
new damswere proposed to be con-
structed on theLoire anditstributaries,
together with numerous other structure
"improvements'. Theseschemeswould
haveresultedin the completedestruction
the entireecologica balance df theriver

system.

Thediminutive but persistent Christine
Jean, and her volunteer troops, succeeded
in bringingthisdestructive programtoan
end and - inthe process- capturingthe
imagination of the French environmental
movement inaway that no other environ-
mental i ssuein recent yearshasdone. At
one point duringthe campaignin 1989,
Christinebrought 10,000 marcherstothe
remotevillage of Le Puy to demonstrate
against the prged.

New Wh|tewater

Costa Rica Whitewater '94

'H ostaRica isboth akayak adventurer's

wonderland and ardaxing tropicd vaca- Warmth

tion. Class | to VI whitewater riversflow Mile-high Ender Spots
to theseafrom 12,000foot mountains. The i
tropical flora,exoticwildlife and wonderful rivers Tropical Paradise

accentuated by waterfals, makefor both physi-
eally and visually gimulatingtrips.

You'll paddlestretchesof dassic whitewater,
play in mile-highender spotsand surf the perfect
hole- without seeing another paddler or raft on the river. Comfortable hotel

\j:ss accommodationsand quaity medsare pro-

vided on &l trips. Our guidesare experienced
@ .

kO 0A RgEr A e thebest
o

Waterfalls « Small Groups
Class | to ' Whitewater...

Expert, advanced and intermediatetripsare
scheduledfor October and November. Experi-
encethewarmth of a CogtaRican fdl.Join us
foralifetimesworth of paddlingopportunities.

Contact usfor a free color booklet about
Costa Rica and our other paddiing adventures.

south this fall.

PO Box 246, Bryson Ciry, NC 28713 + Phone/Fax TO4MES-6195

Worldwide E-Mail, CompuServe 71604,1240
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Appear In
Michigan and
Maryland

A new man-made 70-foot wide, classIl
rapid, completewith surfingwaves, turns,
eddiesand holesmay soon appear on the
Red Cedar Riverin Williamston, Michigan
(pop. 2,922), just 15miles east of Lansing.

If approved by the City Council (hear-
ing set for January 24), rock construction
would start in the spring of thisyear and
befinished by early summer. A whitewater
study pandl, including the Lansing Oar and
Paddle Club, originated and devel oped the
whitewater rapidsproposal.

Asimilar projectisalso under consid-
erationfor Broolunont Damin Maryland,
upstream of Little Falson the Potomac
wherea consortium of Federal and State
agenciesisconsideringrelocationand re-
constructiondf theineffectivefish ladder
at Brookmont Dam. Here the basic objec-
tiveistoimprovefish passage. Theold
fish ladder, located toofar theriver's main
channel, never attracted migratingfish. It
a so presented a hazard to boaters.

Loca Potomac River paddlers,and a
new conservation group, the Potomac



River Conservancy,have asked the agen-
ciestoinvestigatethefeasibility of design-
ing the new fish ladder so that it would
haveadud purpose: awhitewater rapid
dlowingdownstream passage by canoes,
kayaks, and raftsas well asprovidinga
more natural appearingfish ladder. The
extra benefitwould be areductioninthe
dangeroushazar ds to boatersposed by
Brookrnont Dam.

In both the Michigan and Maryland

PRISHY

The Gumbler i 2 werw Bnf comaact kavak |6 aovemetyical

situations,abreached or collapsed damin
need of reconstructioncould berepaired
in away which would simultaneoudly im-
proveafishery and recreational boating.

On Michigan's Red Cedar River, during

1976, high water collapsed a forty-foot
sectiond adam onthe Red Cedar River.
Thedamwasoriginally built in 1840. The
downtown devel opment authority in
Williamston hasdiscussedplansto re-
build the dam and restore theformer river

E;l

descents and waterfall jemping. An excellent choice for
wamen & smaller paddiers, teep creek experts,
and beginnery of every grade
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CONSERVATION

level for year. However, the Dept. of Natu-
ra Resourceshasthe final say, and isseek-
ingto ensureprotectionfor fish, wildlife
and shore land.

Boaters have offered an economical
dual purposeanswer to rebuildingthe dam,
constructionof asmall-scaleversion of the
whitewater race courseswhich were built
in South Bend, Indiana, and Wausau, Wis
consin. In additionto providinga
whitewater resource, thisplan could save
approximately $150,000 over dam recon-
struction, would restore the impoundment
toitsorigina leve, and contributeamu-
nicipal park for Williamston.

John Anderson, the Bethesda, Maryland,
architectwho designedthe Dickerson
whitewater race coursein Maryland, has
been helping with the design of the Michi-
gan project, aswell asencouragingthe
State and Federal agenciesinvolved with
the Brookmont Dam remodelingto buildin
awhitewater boat passage.

Extensive
Nantahala River
Project Slated

TheU.S Forest Servicehasannounced
thedetailsdf aplanto'rehabilitatethe
NantahalaRiver corridor in Western North
CarolinaAccordingto Michael Wilkins,
District Ranger for the Wayah Ranger Dis-
trict a Draft Environmental Assessment for
the project has been compl eted and isnow
available for publicreview and comments.

TheForest Service has expressed a pref-
erencefor Alternative2 describedinthe
Draft EIS. Thi s Alternativeinvolvesnumer-
ouschangesto the Nantahala River Launch
Site, the take out and other areasa ong the
river.

At thelaunchsite, the Forest Service
plansto ingtd | flush toiletsand changing
room facilitieswith drinkingwater, rede-
sign thelaunch pool areato reduceexisting
erosion and upstreamsedimentandtodis-
perse use, stabilizethe banksof Rowlin
Creek; build an observation deck, and place
sgnsand an informationkiosk on Highway
19,

Acrossthefromthe current launchsite,
other improvementsare proposedinclud-
ingacommercial raft launchingfacility,a
new toilet/changing roomfacility,and a
bridge to accessthe areafrom State Road
1310.

Variousimprovementsare a so pro-
posedfor Patton’s Run Overlook, Ferebee
Memorid Picnic Area, and at thetakeout
Site.
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CONSERVATIO

Thecommercial take out would beex- |

panded and paved and a takeout deck
would be constructed. Therewill also be

an 11-14foot wide walkway with turnouts |
“reconstructedtral fromthebeachingaea

andst eps downtothe River from the

commercial takeout to the beachingarea

aboveNantahala Falls, barriers along

Highway 19 as well as an observation

areg, anaurd stoneandwood seating

area, and asmall platformareafor com-

Eelrci al photographersal inview of the
S

B ~Tbuilt abovethe beachi ngarea. In addition

"I_Joa\/ed parking area, atakeout ramp,anda_|
“"takeout deck.

["wall, and a paved parking areawould be

there would beroad improvementsa ong
_|_Highway 19 (includingaturninglane) anda

1 tothe NantahalaFallswakway.
Plansalso call for reconstructionof the &
|_exi stingtakeout at Silvermine Creek witha

Copiesd theDdt BSareavalablefrom |
| the Wayah Ranger District, US Forest Sarviog B |

Theriverbank near the Falls would be Soen Roed, FranKklin, NC 28734.1

stabilized by constructinganatura rock

——

M

“ RIVERSPORT
213 Yough Street
Confluence. PA 15424
(814)395-5744

One of the top whitewater schools m the
country Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging expenence for first-time beginners
as well as experts

Friendly Instructors,small classes, excellent
equipment and a beautiful nverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills Studentsare
carefully placed m small classes according to
skill level. paddling Interest and age We
guarantee your satisfaction Ask about dur
special clinics and group rates

Above: South Fork Smith River
Photo by Rich Bower

Rivers Nationa Forest, and other local en-
vironmentalintereststo develop astrategy
on protectingaccessto the Smith

The Smith River hasbeendesignateda

A | Recreationa River withina Nationa Rec-

reation Area. However,the only publicac-
cesstothi s resourceisacross privateland,
a59-acreparcel completely surrounded by
" Nationa Forest.
Forty-nineacresareavailablefor sale
by the owner. Theproblemliesinthat the
USFShas not includedthispurchase in
Land and Water Conservation appropria-
tionsthrough 1995. The ownerishbeing
pressedtosell for development, andthi s
opportunity may belost for good.
AWA isworking withthe USFS'’s recre-
ationofficein DC, with the regiond office
in San Francisco, and Senator Hamburg's

. staff to appropriateemergency fundingfor

th's purchase.

AWA isasolooking intothe possibility
of raising privatef unds to purchaseth s
parcel withan eventual resaletothe
USFS Thi s actionwould provideriver ac-
cessfor kayaking, canoeing, swimming,
andfishing.

Anyoneinterestedin helpingwith this
purchaseisurged to contact AWA at (301)
58094531

'REI Bankrolls
River

Conservation___
Efforts

The Sesttle-based cooperative outdoor
gear store, Recreationa Equipment Inc

T (REI) continuesto betheleading (often

the ONLY) funding sourcefor small grass

| rootsriver conservation organizations

| throughoutthe country.

Access North Fork
Smith River (GA)
Threatened

In December, ANA Conservation pro-
gr amDirector, Rich Bowers, met with For-
est Service personnel (USFS) inthe Six

For almost a decade REI has provided
small but critical seed money grantstoa

+ -carefully selected group of grassroots

river conservation organizations.

Last year, REI gaveapproximately
$75,000 to 70separatelocal groupsin-
volvedin river restorationand conserve
tionwork

With afew more good corporateciti-
zenslike RE, river conservationistscould
really make some progress!

Many of the groups receivinggrantsin
1993 weredirectly involvedin effortsto
preserveand protect important
whitewater rivers,including: the

American Whitewater v March/April 1994



Y dlowstone(WY), South Fork Yuba(CA),
Locust Fork (AL), Potomac (MD), and nu-
merouscreeksand streamsin West Vir-
ginia, Idahoand elsewhere.

REl isexpected o expandfundingfor
thi s essential and effectiveprogramfor
1994. In'HA river access will— for the first
time— beanissuefor which grantswill
betargeted.

Last year moret han $14,000 was given
to effortsaddressinghydro projects,
$10,000for lobbying on riverissues,
$11,000f or state river programs, $12,000
for Wild and Scenic efforts, an another
$28,000 for Omnibus Wid and Scenic pro-

grams.

REI selects projectsfor funding
through apanel of expertsfrom national
recreationand conservationorganiza-
tions, including American Rivers(which
providesdl administrativesupport),
American Whitewater Affiliation,
Audubon, River Network, and several oth-
ers.

Anyoneinterestedin being considered
for agrant should contact Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453for further information..

[TEE L ....................

by Rich Bowers

RIVER ACCESS UPDATE

AGREEMENT REACHEDON
LOWER YOUCHIOCHENY

Negotiationsto end the reservationfee
onthe Lower Yough (PA), havefinally be-
guntoyield asolutiontothi s long and ugly
dispute. Over thelast two years, the Lower
Yough reservationfee hasattracted na
tional attentionfrom whitewater boaters.

After numerousmeetings, representa-
tivesof the AWA, ACA, Friends of the
Lower Yough, commercial interests, and
the PA Bureau of State Parks haveagreed
on thefollowinginterim 1994 system: -On
non-holiday weekdayswhen theshuttle
operates, unguided boaterswill havethe
option of either making areservationfora

specifictime, or usingtheriver onafree,
spaceavailablebasis. Wak on access
timeswill belimited to two hoursbefore
launch. -Thereare no changesfor week-
end and holiday proceduresused during
1993, except that the 3:15 non-guided, in-
flatablelaunch time has been eliminated.

-No cost wak-onswiill continuewhen
the shuttleisnot operating, and during
nonquota hours. A sigh up sheet will be
required.

-For 1994, atemporary feereduction is
in placefor annual permits, reducingthis
feefrom$25to $15.

Qutdoar Adventure Center. - —

__"T;/I?jtewﬁtef

- i

allengers “Inc.

B,

included.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AAK FCR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYER!

__CALL US TODAY
(717) 443-9532

WHITEWATER Cr:aL!..u..ngEﬁ'E GUIDE SCHOOL

— LEARN WITH THE PROS =

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day s on easy whitewater.
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ACCESS

-As in 1993, hard-boatersputting on &f-
ter 3:00 Pm do not requirea permit.

“The main concernfor boaterswith
thisreservationsystem has beenthat the
feesinglesout and discriminatesagai nst
boaters’, reports Rich Bowers, AWA Cor-
servation Director. "Whilethi sinterim
plan doesnot eliminatediscrimination, it
movest hi s fee closer towardsa true reser-
vationfee, and providesboatersand park
personnel a seasoninwhichtowork to-
gether on a permanent, and mutually ac-
ceptablesystem”.

How well these two entitiescan get
dong will bethecrifical test asto
whether, & season'send, we haveawork-
ablesolution or more picket lines. There-
sponsibilityforthi s outcomeisnot dis-
criminatory, it liesequally between park
personnel and river usersof dl types.

Mestingdates havea ready been estab-
lished for August, and awhitewater advi-
sory panel will be reestablished, to deter-
minethesuccess o thisinterim plan

In August, decisionswiill be made
hopefully to expand the weekday system
toweekends, and tolook at other critical
issueson the Yough: r unni ng Ohiopyle
Falls; quota breakouts between commer-
cia raft rentalsand private boaters; and
differentiating between commercia

= AL

LENOIR CITY, TN.
(615) 906-3367 iy
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE B

inflatables and self-owned inflatables (in-
cludingduckiesithrill- seekers, etc.).

Thi s interimsolution highlightsthe
needfor PA State Parksto includeriver us-
ersinfutureissueswhich affect them,

Past journal editorialshave dealt with
concernsover boater accessat West
Virginia’s Vdley Fallsand Blackwater
State Parks,and morerecently, concerns
at AudraState Park onthe Middle Fork of
the Tygart.

Theseproblemsmay bed anend.

Roger Harrison of the West Virginia
RiversCoditionreportsthat Vdley Falls
Park Superintendent, Al Dean, has
downplayed the problem "We haveno
problemswith kayakersrunning the river
aslong asthey put in and takeout outside
of park property",said Dean. After some
discussionon safety and stateliability, Mr.
Dean conceded that, "It would be XK for
boatersto stop and scout Vdley Falls
priortorunningit; wejust don't want folks

WHITEWATER CUTHITERS

whilea the sametimealowingboatersto
recognizePark concernswith managinga
river withincredibleuselevels.

For moreinformation, call Barry
Toscanoat 412-6764713.1

Boater's Access In Wed
VirgniaStatePar ks

I to becarryingtheir boats up and downthe

river unning thefallsnumeroustimes.”
TheStateliability situationwasquickly

| recognizedby WV State Park admni stra
| torsin apreviousOctober meeting with
| WVRC and AWA.

Theproblemsat Blackwater State Park

| developed when expert boaters began en-
| tering the Upper Blackwater from a popu-
i lar overlook. The problemwasresolved
| with a reasonablecompromise- boaters
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| now useadiscreet, primitivetrail from the
i other sideof theriver.

Worriesat AudraState Park seemto be

| unsubstantiated. Kevin Wdlfe AudraState
i Park Superintendent, saysboatersarewe -
"] comeat hispark. "Althoughtheriveris
" usudly only runnable in April and May,

itions
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boatersare freeto accesstheriver at
Audra State Park anytimeof theyear," says
Wolfe

Inan effort to gain some consistency by
which the parksare managed regarding
boating and access, the West Virginia Riv-
ersCadlition and AWA haveinitiated nego-
tiationswith the Stateto draft a clear, con-
sistent policy for al parksregardingboat-
ersrightsto access riversfrom park prop-
erty, travel through waterswithinpark
boundaries, and to scout difficult rapids
from park property.

Addt policyisexpectedinthenext
few months. For more information,contact
AWA at (301) 589-9453.8

Georgia Access Update

The case determining the navigability
of Georgias ArmucheeCreek is now drag-
gingintoitsfourthyear. And each year the
situationseemsto deteriorate.

Initial hearingsin April of 1991 ruledin
favor of influential landownerswith hold-
ingson both sides of the creek. The court
found that sincethe river wasnot navi-
gableby everyone(farmers, local resi-
dents, etc.) it should betreated asnon
navigableand, therefore, closed to public
access.

Landownerswere ableto prevent boat-
ersfrom obtainingajury trial. Boatersfelt
that a jury would have been moreimpar-
tid onthi sissuethan ajudge.

Thedisputewas expected to be back
beforethe State Supreme Court in thefall
of 1994, but recent eventsmakethisun-
likely.

Frustrated by theinterminablelegal
wrangling, the GeorgiaCanoeing Associa
tion hasspearheaded an effort to pass
Statelegidationto clarify the right of com-
mon passage whilesimultaneoudy offer-
ing protectionfor stream sidelandowners.

Virginia's " Partners In River Access” Program

TheVirginia Dept. of Gameand In-
land Fisheries, and the Dept. of Conser-
vation and Recreation, have announced
anew programto improveriver access,
specificallywithinthe hydro relicensing
process.

Thisprogram, to befindizedina
Memorandumaf Agreement, would
work vith hydro applicantsto provide
enhanced recreational opportunitiesin
the James River Basin. Cf primary im-

Theproposed bill, entitled “The Geor-
giaFamily River Act", isa cooperativeef-
fort between the GeorgiaDepartment of
Natural Resources(theagency withjuris-
diction over river access) and the Georgia
Canoeing Association.

Despitetheeffortsaof afull timelobby-
ig, and severd river tripsfor critical deci-
sion makers, considerableoppositionto
the hill hassurfaced. The GeorgiaFarm
Bureau, the Cattlemen's Association,and
other businessrepresentativesmounted a
campaign to derail the bill. They suc-
ceeded in convincing State Senatorsthat
the bill would resultin excessivedamage
to stream side property.

The campaign against the bill seems
dsoto have cooled theenthusiasm of the
State DNR

Theresult, sofar, isthat six sectionsof
six rivershave been closed. and morear e
threatened.

For moreinformation,contact AWA re-
giona coordinator Andy Warshaw, (404)
3736533.

portancewould be acquiring additional
river accesssites.

A draft agreement with Appalachian
Power Company would offer aseries of
cooperativelyfunded accesssiteswhich
would mitigate access problemscaused by
hydropower projects,and the absenceof
publicly owned accesssites onthe James,
New and RoanokeRivers.

Thisemphasison accessis based on re-

ACCESS

Route 299 along the Wild& Scenic Trinity River -
N. California Photo by Rich Bowers

New landownerson thewesternside of
the Wid and Scenic South Fork of the
Trinity have gated and locked the heavily
used "Low Bridge River Access' road.

Thisbridgewasoriginally builtin 1947,
and isused extensively by boaters, fisher-
men, and swimmers. Other river access
sitesarerare dueto thesteep river can-
yon.
Nearly all boaters usethi s bridge, -
tther asthe take-out for the challenging
‘Bears' run, or theeasier "Low Bridge
Run".

Theeastern bank is primarily owned by
the Forest Service, andt hi s agency hasex-
Jpressed an interest in providingalternate
accessontheir property. However, the
landownershavethreatened legd actionif
tthisi sdone, and such an undertaking
would take many yearsto approve, fund
and build.

In December, ANWA met withtheSix
IRivers Paddling Club, the USFS, and other
llocd paddlingintereststolook at waysto
iremedyt hi s situation. Theoptionsarefew.
If negotiationscannot resolvet hi s situa-
ition, the only option remaining may beliti-
jgation.

Sincethe State of Cdiforniaownsfee
tittetotheriver bed, and apublictrust
easement to the highwater mark, litiga-
tion may besuccessful. Gating and posting
thi s bridgemay al so open thelandowners
torisk of liability under the Californiarec-
reation statute. Litigation however, is
never acheap solution.

For moreinformation, contact AWA at
(301) 589-9453, or Dave Kruger at (707)
22958,

sultsfrom a 1992 Outdoors Survey,
which determined that five of thetop fif-
teen activitieswithinthe statear e water-
based, and requireaccess considerations.
Fully 89% of those surveyedstated that it
wasimportant to them to haveoutdoor
recreation opportunities.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Regiona Coordinator CharlesWare, &
(804) 231-0118.
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NEW WATERSHED PROGRAM UNDERWAY

INWASHINGTON STATE

The RiversCoundil of Washington (formerly the
Northwes RiversCouncil) hasannounced a new
6-year objective“to create a mutually supportive
network of 62 water shed communitiesthat
investsthe social and political will of local
peoplein a sustainabler dationshipwith ther

natural ecosysem" .

The RiversCouncil of
Washingtonisarenovationand
reinvigoration of theformer
Northwest RiversCoundil. It
will be morefocused onthe
riverswithin Washingtonand
bringssome new energy tothe
organization.

Joy Huber, the new Execu-
tive Director, bringssome 20
yearsdf grassroots organizing
experience. BrookeMartic, a
newly minted lawyer withan
extensive hydropower back-
ground, isan whitewater avid
boater.

The Council, likeother
statewidegroupsin New Y ork,
West Virginia, and Idaho, is
composed of peoplewilling
and abletodothe
hardgrassroots work whichis
necessary to makeriver con-
servation aredlity. RCW, like
other effective Statewideriver
groupsincludesa hedthy

sprinklingof whitewater boat-
ers, together with abroad
spectrum of other concerned
individuals.

Thewatershedapproach
beingtaken by ROW isinsync
with the strategiesnow coming
totheforefrontfor river con-
servationat the national level.
(Seethearticleelsawherein
thi s issueon the proposed
River and Watershed Protec-
tionand Restoration A ct)

Anyonewithan interestin
Washingtonriver should join
RCW. Tolearn moreabout the
organization,givethemacall
at (206) 2834988, W

| < RN % h-SHHN)
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| Royal Robbins Retums to
| West Virginia

AWA hasarranged for the noted rock climber, kayaker,
and outdoor clothing manufacturer, Roya Robbins to return
toWest Virginiaasthe keynotespeaker @ the upcoming Ap-
palachian RiversAnd Watershed Symposumon June 3.

Robbins washor n in Point Pleasant, West Virginia, but
eamed hisfameonthesmoothrock cliffsaf Haf Domein
Y osemiteNational Park Asoneof Americas premier rock
climbersand kayakers, hisachievementsinclude many first
ascentsand descentsthroughout the world.

Robbins isan inspirational speaker. Hisaddresswill deal
with successasastate of mind, and with development of an
attitudet hat anyone can useto climbthe mountainsd their
choice, real or metaphorical.

Included in hisdlidepresentationare photosof thefirst
ascent of Ff Domeandal threefacesdf El Capitanin
Yosemite National Park, aswell asmoret han 25first de-
scentson riversin Californiaand Chile, including the head-
watersof the San Joaquin, the Kern, and the K ngs.

Mr. Robbins isa So recognized asthe owner of the Royd
Robbins Company, amanufacturer and distributor of ex-
tremely high quality outdoor gear and clothing.

Thesymposium, to be held on June 2through5, on
Shared Perspectivesand Sharing Solutionswasarranged by
the West VirginiaRiversCodlitionand the Wes Virginia
Dept. of Commerce, Labor, and Environmental Resources. It
issponsored by AWA and a number of West Virginiaand na
tional river conservation organizations.

Thesymposiumisexpected to bring together various
river intereststo discussissuesand sol utionsto problems
facingthe riversand watershedsof AppaachiaThemesin-
cludewater quality and quantity, biodiversity, tourismand
recreation, people (thehuman elementin rivers), and river
and watershed management.

For registrationinformation, contact Debbie Wise, WV
Divisonadf Forestry, PO Box 6125, Morgantown, WV, 26506-
6125, (304) 2933721 x 445. For moreinformation, seethear-
ticleelsewhereinthi s megezine.

Arkansas Plan Will Not
Protect Resource

OnJanuary 7, ANA criticizedt he new Bureau of Land Manege:
ment (BLM) plan and Environmenta I mpact Statement (EIS) for
the Arkansas Riverin Colorado.

Other organizations,includingthe ColoradoWhite Ve e Aso-
ciation (QWWA), d so faulted the plan. Extensivecommentswere
submitted by Bill Baker on behaf of the OAMNVA.

According to AWA Conservation Program Director, Rich Bow-
ers, the plan "will not adequately protect the resource, recognize
privateboaterinterestson theriver, or addressthe BLM’sownr e
cent recreation policy goas (Recreation 2000)".

The Arkansasisonedf the nation's mostimportant whitewater
resources. Itisoned the most heavily used recrezational riversin
the nation, providing 8 separater uns and over 109 miles of
whitewater.

AWA objected to the new BLM plan (and the accompanying
EIS) noting at | east 7 deficiencies. The plan and El Sfail to:

1.Provide quality outdoor recreationopportunitieswhilepro-
tecting sensitiveresourcesfrom mining in the headwaters; ero-
sionfrom logging; overgrazing and irrigation practi ces; and off-
road vehicleuse.

2 Offerthe ArkansasWild and Scenicstatus, even thought he
Wid and Scenic Study Report, an appendixto the plan, deter-
mined that " Segments 1,2,3, and 4 are digibleand suitablefor
wild and sceni cdesignation.” The plan doesrecommenddesigna-
tionof the Arkansasasa Nationd RecreationArea

3 Recommend the Royd Gorgeareafor Wild and Scenic digi-
bility.

4. Adequatdly protect the Beaver Creek watershed. 5. Protect
the Arkansasfromits most pressing threat today - the proposed
Princeton Dam and Elephant Rock Reservoir projects. Without
specificlanguageto protect the Arkansasfrom dans, NRA st at us
isnot enoughto protectt hi s resource.

6. Balanceriver use or enhancerecreationa opportunitiesfor
noncommercialriver users. Without this balance, the draft fails
to managethe existing problemsor f ut ure needsaf the resource.

7. Provideaccessto Segment One, *the Numbers'.

For moreinformation, contact RichBowersd (301) 639-9453,
or Bill Baker at (303) 3396321

NEWTAX ON BOATING GEAR POSSBLE

Editorial by Rich Bowers, AWA Conservation Program Director

A" Summit on Outdoor Rec-
reation” will be heldin Wash
ington, DC. inApril of ths
year to di scuss issuesfacing
outdoor recreationistsinthe
United States. A key issueto
bekickedaround at hi s event
will beaschemeto imposea
new excisetax on all outdoor
equipment; tents, backpacks,
binoculars, boat s, paddles, and
similaritems.

Thetax would be paid by
retailerssallingoutdoor equip-

ment. Theideaisto providea
largeand stablesource of
fundingfor government pro-
gramsrun by Stateand Federal
Fishand Wildlifeagenciesto
improvewildlifediversity and
habitat. Themoney would be
used for "non game* wildlife
Species programs, naturet our -
ism, fishand wildlifeinforma-
tion, and wildlifehabitat acqui -
gtion.

Government programsto
supportwildlifespecieswhich

are hunted or fished (such as user groupsthought that the
ducks, deer, and hatchery ideawas headedfor oblivion
trout) are currentlyfunded by But not yet apparently.

taxeson huntingand fishing Supporters of the new tax

equipment.

Whenthe excisetax was
first presented to the outdoor
communitya last year's Reno
Outdoor Equipment Show,
many questionswereraised
about the proposal. Att hat
time tax proponentsdid not
have answers to theseques-
tions, and many retailersand

AmericanWhitewater v March/April 1994

areexertingenormouspoliti-
cal pressuretofind new
sources of fundingfor non
gamewildlifeprograms. A re-
centletter from the Interna-
tiona Associationd Fish &
WildifeAgenciesnmade it very
clearthat the outdoor equip-
ment tax isfar fromadead is-
sue. continued next page



AMERICAN WHITEWATER AFFILIATION

1993 RIVER ACCESS SURVEY

River access problems are rapldly becoming the number one threal to
recreation.

for boaters.
-rmhhlrlﬂ returning it to the AWA.

Brief description al access probdem or opportunity, and potential

FESTHINTT

]
Your Mame
Adidress _ -
City _ e E
Samie i L
o Mo, (W) {H) #
Primary boating activity: (please circle one)
Kl C1 0OC 59 Haft Othier

ACCESS THREAT OR OPPORTUNITY:
Mame of River:

Threstened segment(sl
Siade Lot

T‘_u'tu.‘ of Recreation Resounee
Class | 0 IV ¥V Vs

- [ e circle )

Potestial popubariy of fiver ares il access wene
nvalkshle: Lirw Medium  High

Name of Developer, Agency, Litillly or other Landowner

Lan you recommend other boaters imeobved with this issge?
e

Aulress

City, State, Zip

Phome Mo, (WIH)

Club AfMilistion?

How can the American Whitewster Affiltnthon help in this
situmtion? _

Few user groups have been
pluggedinto the political equa
tion by the proponentsadf the
tax, yet thetax would directly
affect dl outdoor users, includ-
ing recreational boaters. Al-
though paid by retailers, the
tax will beimmediately passed
dongto purchasers.

Boater groupsdo not op-
pose new excisetaxesper se.
Nor do boatersarguethat wild-
lifeisunimportant to our
sport. Butthi s tax needsto be
redesigned fromthe ground up
if itisgoingto gainthe support
of AWA or any other user
group. The present scheme has
numerous drawbacks.

Wildifeviewing and diver-
sity arean important portion of
theoveral river experiencefor
boaters, but pressing problems
such asaccess, river restora-
tion, recreation flows, water-
shed management and hydro
impactshaveamorecritical
and immediatei mpact on our
sport. As proposed, thistax
will divert needed funds away
fromtheseimportant issues.

Issuessuch asaccessand
flow managementfor recre-
ation are now dealt with
mostly by nonprofit groups
like AWA. Fundingfor their

P N N i s i B S A S S—! (— R | E— —E— .

programscomesfrom dona-
tionsof membersand, increas-
ingly, fromthe outdoor indus-
try.

y Money for river conserva
tionand river accesswork is
very hard to come by these
days, especidly in the case of
recreationalissues. Retailers
and equipment manufacturers,
like the PatagoniaCompany,
RE.., and the Conservation
Alliance (aconsortiumaof over
2 dozen outdoor companies),
havebeen almost the sole
sourced dollarsfor groups
like AWA. Without their help,
we could not carry on our
work advocating theinterests
of whitewater boaters.

The proposed excisetax
woulddivert thismoney into
the Federal Treasury.

Onethefundsareinthe
Treasury, the next questionis
wheredoesit gofromthere?
Theanswer seemsto be that
anything not used to reduce
the deficit or siphoned off to
cover bureaucratic costswill
wind upinthe budgetsof State
and Federa wildlifeagencies.

Stateand Federal wildlife
agenciesgeneraly do not ad-
dressthe needsdf recrestional
boaters. Infact, thereisnored

advaocatefor recreational river
usersin any State government
(with the excepiion of one
Stateemployeein Cdlifornia),
and only asmall groupin the
Nationa Park Service ad-
dressesthe needsdf the boat-
ing community at the Federal
level.

Unfortunatelysome of the
agenciesto befunded by the
proposed tax Gin Stateslike
West Virginiaand Maryland,
just to nametwo) havefre-
quentlyopposedboating
groups. Theanimosity has
been particularly acutein
caseswhereboatershavead-
vocated wild and scenicriver
studiesor whitewater flowsat
hydroelectricdams. Unless
boaterscan be madetofed
more welcomeon theriver by
these agencies, funding their
effortsto protect non game
wildlifeat our expenseseems
likea bad investment.

Therearetechnical prob-
lemswith thet ax aswell.
Somesports, likewhitewater,
aregear intensive. Some, like
bird watching,do not involve
the purchasedf much equip
ment. The proposedtax would
havedisproporti onateeffect
on different activities. Boaters
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wiill wind up paying amuch
larger portion than|esscostly
outdoor activities, eventhose
directly linked to wildlife view-
ing.

WHAT CAN BOATERS
DO?

At thispoint, the exciset ax
isstill inaplanning stage. Un+
fortunately, it isbeing planned
without input from thosewho
will pay thetax. Boatersneed
to beawared theissueandits
possibleimpactson our sport.
Discussthisissuewith other
boaters, retailersin your area,
and governmentrepresenta-
tivesbothlocally and in Wash
ington, DC.

AWA wiill continueto keep
our membersinformed. of
changesindirection, or intent.

The upcoming April "'Sum-
mit on Outdoor Recrestion™ is
the next step for tax advo-
cates. At the Summit aclear
pictured thetax should
emergeand weshould beable
totell whereitisheaded and
whether the concernsof
whitewater boaterswill be ad-
dressed. B
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LOCKOUT AT
TOHICKON CREEK ?

ach year, on two week

ends, asmall, obscure

tributary of the Dela-
ware, just above New Hope,
PA, istransformedinto a
whitewater mecca Thewater-
way isTohickon Creek Each
year, onceinthefal and once
in the spring, schedul ed draw-
downsdf LakeNockamixon &t-
tract hundredsof boatersto
Tohickon Creek, Ral ph Stover
State Park, and the nearby
town o Point Pleasant.

Now the Bucks County
Tourist Commission hasplans
toincreasethe number of re-
leasesby 3 days. Depending
onwater availability, releases
fromthelakeon 8 weekends
eachfdl, 8 moreeach spring,
and 6 weekdaysin thesummer
could beprovidedfor
whitewater.

Tohickon isclosetothe
Philadelphiaurban area, and,
with 38 additional releasesa
year, the creek could offera
dependable,intermediate
(classIII+) resourcefor boat-
ersinthe Mid-Atlanticarea
Reliablewhitewater of this
caiberishardtocomeby in
the Philadelphiaregion.

Add thisad| upand you be-
ginto get thefeelingthat boat-
ersmay bestriking gold on
Tohickon Creek.

Maybesomeoneisstriking
gold, but the current plan may
proveto beatotal bust for
boaters. Why ? Incredibly, the
plan suggeststhat privateboat-
ersmay not bewelcomeat
scheduled rel eases!

Asnow drafted, the plan
statesthat "The Tohickon plan
doesnotinterferewith existing
private boater use of the
creek...", since"...the Tohickon
isused by privateboaters after
heavy rains,and during the res-
ervoirreleases.. Thosetwo
datesof releasewould till re-

main available,and of course
therewould be nointerference
with runningthe creek on natu-
ra highflowsfromrain, which
requireno reservoir release.”

Thekey to the puzzleseems
to bea noncompetitivedesl
struck by the Tourism board
with onelocal raftingcompany,
Tohickon Whitewater. Under
the plan, the company will con-
trol shuttles, parking and, pos-
shly the key river access
points.

TheTourism boardisex-
pecting big bucksintourist
visitation,basingtheir eco-
nomic projectionson
whitewater dollarsgenerated

on the Lower Youghiogheny,
the Gauley, and the Ocoee. Ac-
cordingtothe plan"A success-
ful operationon the Tohickon
would involvegrossreceipts
of over $2 millionper
year...Thetotal benefittothe
county would be near $6 mil-
lionin new economic activity."

Th s involvessomeserious
optimism. The3.5milerun,
and the upstream4.7 mile sec-
tion could never riva the
Y ough, Ocoee, or Gauley. Itis
too short, too tame, and too
sdl.

However, if approved, the
Tohickon may betheriva of
any river anywhereinthe

ACCESS

| worldin terms of congestion.

TheTourismboard planstoa-
low Tohickon Whitewater to
provide300 commercid réets
per day.

For moreinformation, con-
tact Rich Bowersat (301) 589-
9453, or CharlieWabridgeat
Wildwater Designs(215) 646
5034. You can alsowriteto ex-
pressyour viewsto thefollow-
ing address:

BucksCounty Tourist Cont
mission, Inc., 152 Svamp
Road, Doylestown, PA 18901,
or PennsylvaniaState Parks,
Degpt. of Environmental Re-
sources, PO Box 8551, Harris
burg, PA, 17105-6640. &
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Belinda Sanda of
Backpacker's Pantry Inc.
representing The
Conservation Alfiance-
presents Rich Bowers, AWA
with a $40,000 check to
support AWA’s River Access
Program!



by Chris Koll

rom the small pool below, 1 couldn't see my new wifie unitil _f-., X
the bliunt nose of her creek boat poked over the lip of the
drop, Caron was about to take her second plunge in the span of
20 hours,
Bait as she launched fnom the smooth tongue of green water, Caron's
boat twisted to the left at a slight angle into the foam at the base of the falls,
The high-volume Mountain Bat endered instantaneously back into the
drop and a curtain of water enveloped her. Caron slammed against the face
of the falls and when her boat emerged from the hydraulic, Caron dangled
half ot of the keyhole cockpit
AL the edge of the pood, a couple of boat lengiths from the falls, the river
dropped over a jJagged 20-foot slide. As | watched, Caron chung to a boulder
at the brink of the slide and vainly attermpted to hanl her boat out of the cur-




“Maybe,” | thought at that instant,
“planning a paddling pary on the Bot-
tom Moose the moming after your

T SUCIT anor,iaea...

But then, what elsecan you do on
aday when the best whitewater runin
New Yok isup?

We had planned for ceremony to
be heldin Old Forge—a quaint little
village in the central Adirondacks. Lo-
cated 10 minutesfromthe Moosg, an
hour from the Hudson River Gorge,
and secondsaway from our favorite
ski area, Old Forge served asour
weekend home.

And sincewescheduledthe event
forthe afternoonof Haloween—at the
tal end of thefall water releaseseason
on the Bottom Moose—we wererea
sonably assured that our many pad-
dlingfriendswould be particularly en-
couraged to attend...they wouldn't
haveto blow off an entireweekend of
boatingto attend thewedding.

Mog of thosesame paddlerswere
sittingintheeddy, dready loiteringat
the bottom of dide, or peering over the
edgedf the 18-foot Agers Fdls as
Caron played tug-of-war with theriver
for her boat. The group was under-
standably dow torespond. Afterthe
reception, araft company busshuttled
the celebrantsaround Old Forgefrom
bistroto bistro until thefestivities

Left: Crystal - Bottom Moose
Me, note approach of the ledges leading to
final drop Photo by James Swedenberg
Above: Pete Skinner...the Godfather of the
Moose...charges Crystal Falls.

Photo by Jon Gellman

Right: Barry Robinson in the Funnel...Bottom
Moose. Photo by C. Kaoll

played out earlyinthe morning. Asa
consegquence, most of the boatersill
sported distinctly green complexions.

Besides, didn't thosevowsl| had
takenincludea promiseto " protect”?I
figured it wasmy responsibilityto give
Caron ahand. And if shewashed over
thedide, I'd probably haveto return
dl theweddinggifts...

| quickly paddied over.

"My spray skirt popped off," Caron
pantedas| approached.

"Holdon. I'll berightthere," | said,
beaching my boat on the rock.

"l canget it," shesaid, sill engaged
inthefruitlessstruggle.

"Let megd ve you ahand."

"I candoit nysel f!*

Itwasmy firstlessonin beinga
husband.

Caron escaped from theexperience
with only a black eye caused when her

paddlericochettedinto her face.

| didn't fareaswell. When Caron
returnedfromthepaddling trip, my in-
lawsimmediatelyassumed her daugh-
ter had married a wife-beater.

The 30-or-soboaterswho shared
the Bottom Moose with uson that No-
vember first, 1992 probably repre-
sentedthelargest number of paddlers
toever navigatethat section o river
onasingleday.

Which,initsown right, isassur-
prisngasthefact that | finaly got
married. Afteradl,theBottom Moose
isachalenging classIV-V runthat fea-
tures dependableflowsduringthe
springandfall, an easy shuttle, some
breathtaking scenery and alively
nearby resort community (asour wed-
ding guestscould attest) with anum-
ber of funky Adirondack restaurants
andtaverns.
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asmucha paddlingdestinationasthe Gauley,
Russdll Fork or Dead Riversduring their sched-
uled releases.

Nat that I'm complaining, mind you. Since our
wedding, Caron and | have built our own week-
end homein Old Forge. Andit's rather comfort-
ablehaving your own private classIV-V runjust
minutesfrom a warm shower and acold beer. In
fact, during the entire 1993 spring rel ease sched-
ule (while Caron was pregnant with our new
daughter), | only had to sharetheriver withfour
other boaers.

But asthefuture of continued releasesmay
depend en usedf theriver, | realize | need to
openthedoors of my homeriver to new pad-
dlers. My only hopeisthat—like polite house
guests—tlhey won't stay toolong.

Jeez..ligentome To hear metalk, youd
think | was somecantankerouslocal bornonthe
Moose...that | owned the banksdf theriver...and
that I was thefirst to exploreitsmagnificent
drops.

That isn't the caseét all.

Infact, the Bottom Moasewasfirst runby a
group of Albany, NY paddlersback in 1979. |
didn't seetheriver until thespringof 1982 during
my first season of boating.

ActualUy, | ended up onthe Moase by acci-
dent. | had driventothe Adirondacks from
northcentral Pennsylvaniawith every intention of
running the class3 Hudson River Gorge. It was
purely by chancethat | turned on to an unpaved
road off NY Route28 late Friday night to catcha
few hours of deep.

I was awakened the next morning by the
sound of ia car pullingin besideme. Thenthe
sound of another..and another. And when | was
finally able to untanglemysdf fromthedeeping
bag and gaze up out of thewindow— saw they
all carried kayaks.

Therewasatad of 17 boatersafter everyone
had arrived. | had never met any of them—but |
recognized nameslike PeteSkinner and Risa
Shimoda from the pagesadf Canoe. | just pre-
tendedto be part of thegroup and tagged dong
withtheshuttle.

We put in 11 miles abovethe Bottom ranthe
class4 section knownasthe Lower Moose | was
clearly out of my league—even onthe Lower sec-

Left: Mike' Duggan boofing Crystal's final drop

Photo by.lames Swedenberg

Right: Me- leaning wrong way at boof at Crystal's final
drop. Photo by James Swedenberg
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green s TN B si@ached a horizon linewhere
theriver dropped away inacloud of mist. | didn't
know it then—but the bridge marked theend of
the Lower Moose and the beginningof the Bottom.
Likethe other boaters, | beached my boat by an
old stone wall and scrambled out to take al ook

What | saw wasstunning.

The river rushed over a10-foot dideand
slammed against alarge boulder, creating a pillow
fronte3 by a hydraulic. Mot of thewater escaped
totheletintoasmall eddy, but at theend of the
eddy tlhe river dropped again—this timeina45-
foot descent down a sheer 60-degreedide.

From thetop of thefirst drop| couldn'tseethe
bottom of thedlideso | scrambled around the right
side. Theview from that perspectivewasn't any
morereassuring. Theriver coursed downtherock
facein ashallow sheet of water, eruptingin
roostettails asit rushed over small ledges, then
smashed into the pool below. At the base, adeadly
looking hydraulicformed from shoreto shore.

“This can't bedone,"”| said to mysdf. But no
soonel had that thought crossed my mind, that |
glanced up to see Skinner launching himsdf into
thetongue of thefirst drop.

W& scouted every major drop from that point
on...and at every mgjor drop | found mysdf think-
ing, “No way...this can't bedone." But the hollow
feding in my stomachtold methat my new pad-
dling partners didn't share my opinion.

Itsvasat arapid called Knife Edgewhen |
found mysdf standing next to Skinner. Below us
theriver narrowed to 20 feet and dropped over a
ten foot U-shaped ledgeinto afoamy cauldron,
thenflushed over asecond 10-foat drop. At thelip
of thedrop, aski-jump rock produced atiny
tongue that might enable a boater to boof the
worst o thetop hade—but theapproachwas
blind..,

The first boater through shot through the
duice effortlesdy.

Skiinner turned his head, grinned, and said:

"It sort of redefineswhat isrunnable, eh?"

It certainly did for me. Becausedthough| was
ableta sneak afew o therapids, | actualyr an
most of the dropson the Bottom Moose that day.
And dthough| redized that it waspureluck that

. ——y enabled meto survivewith just asingleswimand

e no permanent damage, | went back to Pennsylva-

S B S nia and my normal hauntsin Wes Virginiaa
B . X . changed paddier.
T - E — h ' The Lower Yough just didn't seemintimidating
j 3 :-""#___.. _ anymore.
e -_“_. _-‘h\:".‘:ﬂh—i
E e R -l-.i. I *'
L N SO - e
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Above: Pete Skinner at Powerline on the
Bottom Moose
Below: Funnel- Bottom Moose

Ironicaly, ayear later my career
moved meta central New York., With
the Moose only 90 minutesaway, it be-
camemy homeriver.

But although| boated the Bottom
Mooseas many astentimesayear, |
never again encountereda group of
paddlersaslargeasthatfirg day.

Over theyearsthereweresome
changesto theriver. In 1985, a paddler
attempted to punch throughthetop
holeat Knife Edge, was pulled from
hisboat and flushedinto an undercut
inthe middleof thesecond ledge.

Hisbody remained wedged inthe
rocksfor four weekswhilelocd val-
unteer firemen poked and prodded
with pikesand grappling hooks. In
desperation,they blew aholeinthe
sheer rock wal o theriver bankinan
attempt to siphon away someof the
flow.

Nothingworked until Ben
Woodard, agtateforest ranger whois
asoawhitewater boater, gaveit atry.
Benretrieved thebody inte f an hour.

Fortunately, the new channel
blownintherock created a perfect
sneak routearound therapid. It's now
an easy class4 move.

But in 1986 came another
change--andthi s dteration didn't
maketherivereasiertorun. The Long
LekeHydroelectric Corp. succeeded
in buildinga power project that dewa-
tered the Bottom'sfinal milesaong
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withfour o theriver's best rapids.

Skinner and the AWA did not let
the project go uncontested. And aspart
of itslicensesettlement, Long Lake
agreed to spill water back intotheriver
for recreational purposeson 20 days
duringtheyear eight Sundaysin suc-
cession gartingthethird Sunday in
April, thefirst two Sundaysin October;
and 10 optional Saturdaysor Sundays
between April and October.

That might sound simpleenough.
But just becausethe power company
agreedtolet theriver flow on aspe-
cificday didn't guaranteet hat theriver
wasrunnable. The project doesn't
storewater —it just usesthe naturd
flow. Soif the river wasn't running at a
decent levd —usudly figuredat be-
tween 3 and 4.5 onthe McKeever
gauge— therel easeday waswasted.

Maybeit wasthelack of spontane-
ity of thesystem. Or perhapspredicting
optimal levelson rel ease dates proved
too difficult, But whatever the reason,
every year, fewer paddlersseemed to
show up onthe Bottom.

And after awhile, the processeven
seemed to complicatedfor me. I'd just
boat the Lower Moose—and maybe
runthefirst e f of the Bottomas
wedl —taking out at Lyonsdale above
theproject.

To be perfectly honest, at first | was
ambivalentabout missngtherapidsin
thesecond  f of the Bottorm—known
toloca boatersasthe Bottom Bottom
For along time, they scared meto
death.

Now, | never minded AgersFalls.
Despitemy wife's misfortunethere—
Agersremainsasinnocuousasal8
foot freefall can be. It'sbeen run
frontwards, backwardsand sideways.
But the rapidsdownstream —
Shurform, Powerlineand Crystal —
filled mewith dread, even after years
ontheriver.

Shurformstarts whenarocky is
land dividestheriverin hdf. Onthe
rightside, thedropstarts withanar-
row duice. Midway downtheduicea
reactionwavefrom theidand pushes
you right, wherethe river drops30feet
aver P yardsaround ajumbledf car-
sized pinning rocks. However, if the
boater isableto punchthroughthere-
actionwaveand movetotheleft, heis
rocketed down ashallow slidebefore
negotiating afinal dot.
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It's only asinglemove—but the
consequencesof failureare ugly.

Powerlinebeginsaroundthe next
bend. It's actually ajoyful class4
rapid—100 yardsof compressed chan-
nel with steep chutesand hydraulic
obstacles. Normdly, an advanced
boater would greet Powerlinewitha
hoot and hdller—if only Crystd didnt
begin 20 yardsdownstreamfromthe
final hole...

s arphuably the most spec-
IECTAT Funmable pid W he Norh-
east. Spread over an eighth mile, the
river drops 50 feet in aseriesof four
ledges.

Thefina dropisthecrux move.
On theleft theriver thundersin a20-
foot cataract over jagged boulders.
But ontheright, thereisadideintoan
eddy, thenaski jump rock they en-
ablesyou to boof 10feet down onto
theaerated pillow o asubmerged .
boulder.

At the bottom, you realizeyou've
fdlenintoaminiaturegorge. Sheer
rock wallsdf Adirondack graniteflank
both sidesdf theriver, framing the
multi-tiered cascadedf water from
which you have descended. And
abovethediffs, densestandsof cedar
treesenclosethe canyonwithagreen

canopy.

No, dthough il thought of the
Bottom' Bottom with trepidation—it
waseasy to understandwhy | had to
keep coming back

O course, duringthefall of 1993, |
didn't havemuch o achoice. It was
boat the Bottom Moose—or not boat
aall.

With anew baby inthe house, and
Caron dtill recoveringfrom the ddliv-
ery, taking off for a Gauley weekend
washot an option. Fortunatdly, | had
theMoosehd f an hour away.

Starting on Columbus Day week-
end, thesmalldamontheNton
Chain of Lakesisopened wide, dump-
ingan extrad00 cfsintothe Middle
Branchof theMoose Theextrawater,
combined withnormal flowsonthe
South and North Branchesof theriver,
produce predictabl eoptimal level sfor
the Bottom Moose during thefinal
threeweekends of October.

Now if therewould be peopleto
paddiewith...

| expectedfour or five boatersto
show up the Sunday after Columbus

Generdly speaking, optimal water
levels(between 3 and 4.5 onthe
McKeever gauge) are encountered
through early May and the second Oc-
tober Sunday.

Therearealso 10 optional dates
which are generaly scheduledfor Oc-
tober weekendsstarting on Columbus
Day.
High water can render the Bottom

Moaose dangerousat any timeduring
theseason. However, thefirst haf of
the Bottom Mooseiscommonly run at
levelsup to 5.5 and can be combined
witha Lower Moosetrip at high water.

Boaterswhowishto runthe Bot-
tom Moose mustsigninwiththe
power company before puttingon.
During rel ease days, a power company
representativeisat the Agers Flsin-
takesitestartingat 10am. Sgnindur-
ingtheshuttle.

Theauthor isusudly aware of pad-
dling planson the Bottom Mooseand

«Can be reached during theeveningat

(15) BH2-HHET,

Day. Soit wasquiteasurpriseto seea
dozen vehiclesbearing kayaksand ca
noeswaiting at the put-in.

Therewere20-some paddlers
ready to challengethe Bottom and, ex-
ceptfor afew familiar regulars, most
werefreshfaces.

Thedmilarity of thesceneto my
fird run—some 10yearsinthe past—
wasstriking. But unlikemy first expe-
rience on the Bottom Moosg, there
waslittletrepidationamongthese
newcomers. Mog of them quickly
sized up therapids, watched afew
probesnegotiatethelines, and cleanly
followed the sameroutes.

And noned themr an for homed-
ter therun, not to returnfor severa
years. Mog were back thefollowing
weekend...and for theweekend after
that. And by thetimeOctober ended,
the Bottom Moase had witnessed its
busiest month in history.

Hopefully, M oose Season hasbeen
bormn.

MOOSE FACTS

Releaseson the Bottom Moosear e
scheduledfor eight Sundaysin succes-
sion beginningthethird Sunday in
April and thefird two Sundaysin Oc-
tober.

Above: Cresting Ager Falls on the Bottom
Moose

Below: Emeritus Editor Chris Koll with
newbomn daughter Carly Ann.

"An Attentive Baby Sitter!"
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"TheFloodof'93

by Lee Roberts

havenoticedit. . . the old-fashioned

orcelaindoll securedin her chinacup
board. Nearlythesizeof athree-yearold,
dressedinginghamand lace. Alittlegirl
doll with aluminousface and golden curls
inringletsand eyeslikerobins eggs. Sara
isreally proud of it; understandably so, for
itissurely avauableantique. Sara
wouldnt part withitfor theworld.

But | wishsheld get rid of it.

Notthat | findit unattractive. Inaway
it'svery pretty. But | waswith Sarawhen
shefoundit, though| know a bit more
about it than she does.

Quiteabit more.

Andsowhen| sitin Sara's house,
watchingTV or makingsmall talk, | fedl its
eyesonme, staring throughtheglass. And
try asl might, | can't shakethefedingthat
it's reachingout throughtret lockeddoor,
pulling me backwardstoward sometime
and placethet 1'd just assoon forget.

I'll tell you why, it you promise not to
laugh.

Saracame by thedoll early last spring
whilesheand Jack and | werekayakingin
central Wes Virginia It wastheevening
of Friday, March 13th, to be exact, when
we drove up from Baltimore,anxiousto
paddlesomeseldomrun stream. The
gaugeat Parsonson the Cheat was8.4 feet
and risingand theweathermanpromiseda
balmy spring weekend, onethat would

I:you‘ve beento Saras houseyou must

snap the spell of winter.

How eeriethoseearly spring dayscan
be-thetrees barren against the sky, the
groundlifelessexcept for an occasional
skunk cabbagepoking its nosethrough the
dead leaves, tryingto get ajump on the com-
petition. At night the coonsand possums
wander stupidly about on the backcountry
roads, looking for sex, but more often find-
ing the ultimatefulfillment under thewheels
of aspeeding pickup.

Ontheway we decidedtor un the
Shaver's Fork, the Cheat'smost inaccessible
tributary. It wassaid to be aspectacular
springr un and none of ushad doneit be-
fore. Wedidn't get to Elkins until nearly 9
pm.; Jack hed alateclassand Sarahad to
find asitter for her dogs. It waswell past
ten by thetimeweleft Sard's pickup at the
takeoutin Bowden. Weedlectedtodriveon
for awhiletoward the kayaker's put-in up
on Cheat Mountain. That way wed get an
early start ontheriver.

| wasgetting drowsy aswe negotiated
the serpentinecowpath that masqueradesas
aroad on the Randolf County map, so Jack
told ghoststoriesto keep meawake. Afull
moon hovered abovethe mountaintopsas
thefog settledintothevadleys. Soon Jack's
talesturned ghastly and perverse..fil Sara
got redly scared and lost her temper and
putastoptoit.

Asour elevation increased we noticed
somesizeable driftsin thewoodsand soon
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thie snow crepd out onto the road. |
alippeedd the Cherokes into four sheel
drive. Even so, wi started to spln and
alihe.

We wene halfway down o steep grade
when we hit some ioe and, like o foold, 1
oroed the brakes. Sara let out 5 seresch

m"r 1l Jark nearly jumped through the wind-

ahileld befom: | negained my senses and

staried (o pump the podal. We came to a
halt wherethe road turnsabruptly tothe

left, just afoot shy of theedgeof a diff.
Needlessto say, there were no guardrails.
Sara's kayak rocketed off theroof of the
Cherokeeand sailed over the hood, disap-
pearing over the edge of the precipice.

Fortunately the bow linewastied to
my bumper and, after we regained our
composure, we hauled her boat up from
the abyssand securedit again. We de-
cided we had comefar enough and vowed
to pull over and camp at the next suitable
spot. And so we pitched our tentsabout a
quarter of a miledown theroad, shivering
aswestruggledto drivethe stakesintothe
ground, still frozen just afew inchesbe ow
thesurface. Afew minutesand alot of
cursing later we climbed into our sleeping
bagsand soon wewereasl eep.

Thesky abovewasstill clear whenwe
bedded down, so | wassurprisedto be
aroused by the sound of rainon ny roof.
Thewind waswhistlingthrough thetrees.
It wasone hdll of astorm; soon thewater
seeped through the seamsof my tent and
beforelongit waslapping at the edge of
my thennarest mattress. Redizingthat my
s eeping bag would soon be soaked, |
cursed the weatherman and decided to
makea dash for the Cherokee.

By thetimel got there | wasdrenched.
| found adry sweater lying on the back
seat and tried tosleep, but | couldn't get
comfortable. Thewindowglasssteamed
with condensationand the rain sounded
likearoller coaster runningover the roof
of thecar. | thrashedabout, finally recog-
nizing what waswrong. Rai nor norain,
therewasno denyingit; | had totakea
leak. | grabbed theflashlight and stepped
outinto thestorm.

| started back to the car after | fin-
ished, but stopped when | heard theroar
of rushingwater. Somelightswere blink-
ing through thetreesfromthevalley be-
low. | surmised that we must have nearly
reachedthe point wheretheroadtrail s
downthe mountainto theleve of the
river...our put in...and | wassurprisedthet
we hadn't noticed thelightswhen we had
pitched our tents.

The Shaver's Fork was making a ter-
ribleracket; it wassurdly inflood, and |
wonderedif wewould dare kayak it at all.

Ignoringthe storm, | decided to hike
downtheroad. | was aready drenched
and | wanted to takealook at theriver
and thelights. | had never heard that any-
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onelived dong the Shaver's Fork and
there was no mention of atown ontheto-
pographic maps.

It wasquiteawaysdownthe moun-
tdn nearlyamile, andthefurther |
dloshed, thelouder the clamour. Theroad
forked, thelarger branch zigzagging back
up Cheat Mountain, whileasmaller
branch, nearly overgrown,trailed off to-
ward theswollenriver.

| followed that road about a quarter of
amile now thesound of theriver was
desfening. | felt a chill; someonehad
walked acrossmy grave. My instincts
wereto turn back, but | forced mysdf on,
telling mysdf there wasnothingtofear.

Findly | reached arickety wood
bridgethat spanned the Shaver's Fork, one
that | would never crossed with the Chero-
kee, even on asummer day withtheriver
runningat atrickle. Now thefloodwaters
wereripping at the pilingsand splashing -
over thedeck, causingthe wholeaffair to
vibrate.

| started across but theinfrastructure
let out a groan and thedeck seemedto
shiftasthe water poured around my feet.
| directed my light over theedge. The
river had a viscious demeanor; the caul-
dron under me boiled furioudy, ragingas
it struggledtotear the bridgeaway. |
caught aglimpseof aterrifieddoe, strug-
glingto keep her head abovewater asshe
wasswept dongto certaindeath.

For atimel stood transfixed, then |
gingerly backed off the bridge. When |
wassure of my footing |l paused to survey
thelightsacrosstheriver.

Therewere morethan | expected, per-
hapsnot enoughto cal atown, but at |east
avillageby Randolf County standards.
The homesweretiny, del apidated shan-
ties. Thelightsinsideflickered,suggesting
that the houseswere not illuminated by
electricity but rather by gasflameor wood
fires. | checked my watch; it wasafter
midnight. Consideringthe hour | wassur-
prisedtoseeany lightsat dl.

Thetownwasbuilt onaflood plain
and | could seethat if theriver rose much
morethe homeswouldbelost. That's
probably why thelightsare on, | thought.
No doubt they're keeping an eyeon the
flood.

| spotted a building downstream,
larger and morebrightly lit than the oth-
ers. Atfirstl thoughtit wasachurch, but
then | heard thewhinedf fiddlesand saw
silouettes whirling and spinningthrough
thewindows. Apparently it wasa commu-
nity hall, perhapsagrange. Insidethey
weredancingup astorm, creatinga
ruckussoloud that | could hear it across
theraging river.

Thebuildingseemedto pulsateintime
tothemusic,an old Appaacianredl, and |
surmisedthat every man, woman and
childin town must have beenthere.

How couldthey besofoolish, | won-
dered, and thenit hit me. They had appar-
ently beeninthere solongthat they were
obliviousto the danger outside.

It wasupto metowarnthem. |
checkedthe bridge; the water waseven
higher than before. Morethan afoot of
water wasstreaming over thedeck. The
span groaned and swayed and | knew that
it wasnow or never. | mustered my cour-
ageand charged across, the water sucking
at my feet and then my anklesand findly
my knees. | could hear the beamssplinter.
Certainthat the bridge wasabout to col-
lapse, | ran evenfaster.

When | reachedthe other sidel
pausedto catch my breathand | looked
back justin timeto seethe bridgefoldinto
the maglstrom. It wasgonein aninstant.
Unsatiated, the Shaver's Fork continuedto
riseeven faster than before. | was
tempted to head for higher ground but
then | saw the river spilling over itsbanks,
coming closer and closer to the commu-
nity hall.

| sloshed through the mud toward the
brightly lit building, the music ever louder
ahead, thefloodwatersever |louder behind.
| didn't hesitatewhen | reached the door
but burst through, not for amoment con-
sideringthe consequencesd my intrusion.
Thedoor dammed behind me

Asl staggered to the center of the
floor, covered with mud, the music came
toajarring halt and the dancersgasped
and stepped backward, eyeing me with
surpriseand suspicion. They stared asif |
werefrom outer space, their eyescoming
torest on my flashlight asif it werea
loaded gun.

| didn't take much timeto look around
but | remember therewereno electric
lights, just lanterns,and there wasa blaze
in the bigstonefireplaceat thefar end of
thehall. The peoplewerestrangely clad;
the mentall and rawbonedin buckskin,
the women diminutivein coarsewoolen
dressesand shawls. | wonderedif it wasa
costumebdl. Theyounger childrenwere
huddled in acomer napping on blankets
spread over thefloor, whilethe older chil-
drensat infront of thefire, staring wide-
eyed at me, the mysterious intruder.

| don't know why but one childin par-
ticular caught my eye. Ablue-eyed girl,
perhapsfour yearsold, standing alone,
sucking her thumb. Differentfromthe
others-pale, fragile, and somber. Shewas
wearingagingham dressdecorated with
laceand she had long blond hair in ring-
lets. In her arms she clutched aporcelain
doll, not quite her size, but in every other
respect her twin.

For an instant she held me with her
gaze. Thenl rememberedwhy | was
there.

"Theresaflood coming,” | shouted,
"theriver'srising fast.”

They looked asif they didn't under-
stand aword | said. | triedagain

"Flashflood...it's swept the bridge
away and this placeisnext. Head for
higher ground!"

Noneof themstirred. | rantothe door
and pulled it openso they could seefor
themselves. Twofeet of water immedi-
ately swamped thefloor, but they just
stood there, up totheir knees, withtheir
mouthsagape. Thewater swirledaround
theroomand extinguishedthefirewitha
terriblehissingsound. Thechildrenand
thewomen started to scream.

| directed my light back throughthe
door and then | saw it coming, agreat
black swell of water, twenty feet high. |
turned toward thevillagers...I will never
forget thesurpriseand theterror in those
facesasthe delugecrashed throughthe
wall.

Thebuildingfilledin a matter of sec-
onds. One by onethelightswent out and
soon | wastreading water with my head
bouncingoff the ceiling. | could hear the
shrieks of thewomanand childrenand the
shouts of themen. Suddenly the roof was
torn away and the whol e building was
swept off itsfoundation. | wastumbling,
over and over, intheicy black water.

Lightning flashed as| surfaced and the
face of achild appeared before me-the
littlegirl withthe ginghamdress. | lunged
and grabbed her but she wascold and stiff
and, asshe wastom from my hands, | real-
ized that | had not held thechild at all,
only her porcelain doll.

Then| wasdrawvn under again. | had
to struggleto surfaceevenfor an instant.
Unableto direct my course, | bobbed
downriver at an unbelievablepace. |
coughed and sputtered but couldn't catch
my breath. Finaly | wasswept againsta
fallentree.

| clutchedthe branches, tryingto save
myself, but thefloodwaterssucked at my
legsand pulled medown with amerciless
forcethat | could never hopeto overcome.

KAYAK GIE

Class IV-V kayak hips to h e Bio-Bio, Fuy, Manso,
and Fulaleufu Rivers in Chile and Argentina.
Run h e Bio-Bio while h e dam remains unbuilt.
Call, fax, or write for free KAYAK CHILE KIT.

Sport International

212W. Cheyenne Mountain Boulevard
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 USA.
Phone: 719-579-8759. Fax: 719-576-6238.
Tollfree in U.S. 1-800-779-1784.
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My strengt h wasgoingfast.

It wasso damned cold. | finally real-
izedit wasfutileto struggleand with that
knowledgecameastrangefeding of relief.
| let go of thetreeand disappeared be-
neaththesurface. My will tolivewas
gone.

| feltthefrigid water streaming into
my lungs, and | thought" So this isit." as
thedarknessswallowedme.

And then | wasn't thinking anymore.

When| cametoit wasearly morning
and | was in my sleepingbaginside my
tent. My bagwasdry and thefloor was
dry, and, as| scrambled to put on my
shoes, | discoveredthey weredry aswell.
| crawledout intotheopenair. Therehed
beenaheavyfrog, butthesky wascrysta
clear and thesun wasal ready risingover
Cheat Mountain

How had | gotten back to thetent, |
wondered, and then, how could the
groundbesodry? Theleavescrackled be-
neath ny feet...as if there hadn't beenany
rain atdl. |started tocal Saraand Jack,
but the sound caught in my throat. | redl-
ized somethingwasterribly wrong.

| randownthet road asfast asl could,
trying tofigure out what the hell wasgoing
on. | turned downthefork that ledtothe
river; themad waseven worset han | re-
membered.

When | reached the Shaver's Fork |
stopped dead. Theriver wasrunning at a
moderatelevel, thewater gurglingonthe
rocks, not with one-twentieth thefury of
the night before. The bridgeand thetown
weregone.dl that remainedweret he
abutmentsand afew foundationson the
oppositeshore. Downstream | could see
the column of stonethat had beenthe
chimney of the community hall, al | t hat
waslefttomark itspassing.

Therewasno mud, no debris, no
clothing, no bodies. Nothingto bear wit-
nessto the catastrophethat | had experi-
enced.

| sat on aboulder,stunned, my mind
spinning.

And then| saw therusty historical
marker, peeping through the thicket along
theroad. | readthesignsevera timesbe-
forel understood.

BEMIS

On March 13,1793 thelog
ging town o Bemis and itsin-
habitants wer e swept away by a
flash flood o theShaver's Fark
River. Therewereno known
survivors.

I

EDIDN'T SETOUT TO
create the ulumate kdyak Sl
It g happened Originally mum
intent_was to create the ultimate
= LT
something we did just for fun Sa rnuch'fun. infact,
we now offer the best instructional program avail-
able Everything m first class
Our physical plant comsrts of 40 acres completely
surrounded hy wilderness Private ponds Bl instruc-
tion, private beaches and % of a mile of private nver
front on the emerald green Calhiforma Salmon River
are all located on the property
Our nstructors are well-known experts, our eyuip-
mem the Sl [ENENSINEN by Perception) and our
fodge boasts numerous amenties including a spa-
cious hot tub and Sauna and private decks off of
each room. Our teaching techmiyue sTresses salels
the proper stroke and an eacy-lo-learn "roll"
formula
We are dedicated to making this one of the great
vacation expenences of vour hfe Color brochure
available Perwnal size claws Beginming, Inter-
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FORKS O F SALMON, CALIFORNIA 96031
(916) 462-4772
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| didn't run the Shaver's Forkt hat day,
nor havel since. | told Saraand Jack t hat
| hadn't lept well and that | was under the
weather. But | wastherewhen they came
off theriverthat afternoon, dragging their
boatsupthe hill tothecars in Bowden,
teasing mefor wimping out.

“You should have comeaong," Jack
announced. "It wasapieceof cake. Not
half as hard asthe guidebookimplies."

"Nodoubt," | muttered, staring att he
murky water below.

"And wait til yousee what | found,"
Sarasai d, reachinginto the cockpit of her
boat.

| felt asudden chill; someone had
walked across nmy grave.

| didn't needtolook. | knew what she
had even beforesheheldit up.

Theother survivor of thefl ood of ‘93,
A porcelaindoll, dressedin gingham and
lace, withgoldencurlsin ringletsand eyes
likerobins’ eggs.l
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Story by Gregg Lawley
Photos by Gregg Lawley,
D mMcClaran, and
David Kalange

ﬁ! we neared the end of my second suc
cessful expedition down of Meadow

Creek | reflected upon to the observations

that Larry had made a bew hours earier. Wih
Dian waving the video cameara in his face,
Larry Daum had descnbad Meadow Creek as
the agony and the atstasy of cresk nens. "l
has portages from Hall, ncradible whitewater,
and, without a doubt, 15 one of the most

beautiful pkaces any ol us has ever seen,”




iﬁ.ﬁ“?”-..--.'---"-‘----...---i---i-II;'ﬁsmgy

Larry went onto comparethec e
dar and fern covered hillsdewe had
just wrestled our boatsacrossto afan-
tasy forest that might beinhabited by
dves. My own recollectionsdf that
difficult portagefocusrf on the sweat
gtinging my eyesand the voracious
horsefliesthat dwaysseemed to
know when both my handswere occu-
pied.
Meadow Creek, amgor tributary
o the Sdway River in north-central
Idaho, flows43 milesthrough one of
thelargest defacto wildernessareas
Ieft in the country. The most impres-
sivestatisticaboutthi s creek isthe
vertical drop, for the runnable 38 miles
theaverageis106' per mile. Just be-
low the confluence with East Meadow
Creek, intheupper canyon, the water
plummets440' in twomiles. Donsaid
thi s section reminded him of plunging
down an chdlengingd ope at adown-
hill ski area.. inakayak!

Meadow Creek isathreetofive
day, sdf contained, steep creekr un

that isasgood asanythingin the coun- |

try. Spectacularscenery, truly wild
wildlife, and innumerablegranite boul-
der bed rapidsmakefor anincredible
adventure. Thedifficult portagesand
thebushy boat drag to the put-inare
theonly negativeaspectstothi s trip.
Thepriced admissionintothi s wil-
dernessDisneyland ishigh, but the
payoffsare“ocooh soo sweet”.

Ifirgd paddied Meadow Creekin
mid June of '92with David Kaange,
another paddler from McCall, Idaho.
To my knowledge, our's wasthe sec-
ond descent. Thefirgt had been made
by another party of Idaho boatersa
coupledf weeksbefore: Grant Amaral,
Dawn Benner, Jim Ciarddli, Craig
Stoenner and Tony Brennan. Based
ontheir verba reports,| anticipated
that Meadow Creek would bed  cullt,
but runnable. David and | didn't have
much timeso our'swasa rushed af-
fair. Wetook only 2!/2 daysto paddie
and portage 38 miles. Duringthi s first
trip| vowed to returnand spend more
timesavoringthisawesomecreek,
which flowsthrough what may bethe
mogt pristine major watershed left in
thestate o 1daho.

Thegroupthat | draftedfor my '93
trip conssted of Don McClaran, Larry
Daum, Troy Merrill and mysdlf. Dur-

Left: Lower Meadow Creek Gorge
Photo by Don McClaran

Above: Boater David Kalange, Lower
Meadow Creek gorge

Photo by Gregg Lawley

ing the spring and summer of '93 cen-
tral |daho saw much higher flowsthan
usual inmost al rivers. Closeto nor-
ma snowfdl inthewinter coupled
with an extremely rainy springand
early summer left Meadow Creek flow-
ing too high through May and June. H-
naly, by early July, thewater volume
in Meedow Creek droppedtowhat |
considered asanelevd. Sooff we
went on what | hoped would be
Gregg's Excdllent AdventureRxt
-Two.

Don'sfather in law, Binx Sandahl,
had agreed to helpus with the shuttle.
He wasat the Granite Springs camp-
ground when we were packing and or-
ganizing our kayaksfor thetrip. His
comment that our plastic boatswere
thefunniest looking backpackshe had
ever seengot a big laughfromthefour
of us

My second kayak dragging trip
down the heavily forested dopeto the
creek was, if anything, more hideous

| thenthefirst. Boatersattemptingthi s

routeto the middiesection of the
meadowsshould come prepared with
long pants, bug juice, and a piece of
webbingfor atow line. Wefinally got
tothecreek at dark, whereupon we
weretreatedto afour hour thunder
and lightingshow that madesleepim-
possible.

Our magjor goa the next morning
wastoget dl of our wet gear into our
boats, then beat feet downto an old
trapper'scabinlocated towardsthe
northend of themeadows. Since
Larry and Don had decided that my In-
vader wasthe principal gear boat of
the expedition, and becauseit had
been my ideato purchasethefresh,
wholesamon that we hadn't had the
daylight or the energy to cook the
night before, | waselectedtolugit to
thecabin.

Havingalarge, dimy fish diding
aroundinsideny boat seemed para-
doxicd; | thoughthefish weresup-
posedto beinthecreek

The cooking facilitiesat thecabin
were bound to be more appropriate
for gourmet cooking t han anything |
had onboard, so it didn't take muchto
convincemeto head for thecabin.
Knowingthe energy needed to portage
our boatsaround thefirst steepboul-

American Whitewater v March/April 1994



der choked section of the canyon, we
didn't hesitateto gorgeourselveson
fresh Samon, potato's and onions.
Thecharacter of thi s creek
changesdramatically about a mile be-
low the cabin. Thestream roundsa
rightt urn and disappearsintoa pile of
logsand rocks. Just ontheother side
of thelogsthe gradient accel eratesto
about 200feet per mile. Thewhole
sceneispretty ominous. Thecarry
aroundt hi s messwasn't nearly asdam-
aging psychologicaly the second time
asthefirst, becausethis timel knew

that therewasbig fun ahead. Sittingin -

theeddy at thebottom o thefirst
runnable section, my buddingexcite-
ment hit the skids when Larry and |
spotted Troy's empty boat careening
downthroughtherocks. Thi s wasmy
firstinklingthat maybethis type of
paddling was alittle bit moret han
Troy had bargainedfor. We collected
hisgear, got him back together,and
proceeded on, cautioudy.

Thesmilesontheir faceg ust got
bigger and bigger asmy paddling com-
panionsexperienced onetight, techni-
cd rapid after another. Wefound a
pleasant campsite, jus asit wasget-
tirg dark. It wasLarry’st urnto cook
dinner and between histagty tostados
and histrademark Doggaritas(avery
flavorful combination o Tequilaand
Pink Lemonade) we hit the sack full
and satisfied.

The next day weweretreated to
more great whitewater and excellent
scenery. After awhileyou get compla-
cent onthe 100 per mile sectionsuntil
steeper stuff comesup. And comeup
it does. Therapidsinthethreemile
stretch below the confluencewith the
East Fork of Meadow Creek aresome
kind of steep.

The creek doesafull 180 degree
turnandit's one big drop after another
dl around thebend. Mog d these
rapids have potential pendties. On
my firsttrip David and | stood tall and

_ranthis entiresection. Onmy second

run| wasalittlemore cautiousand

Left: Boater David Kalange,
Upper Meadow Creek gorge
Photo by Gregg Lawley

Below: Portager David
Kalange, Lower Meadow
Creek, Second Boulder Pile
Portage

Photo Gregg Lawley

| dected to portage one particularly

treacherousrapidthat rearsits ugly
head not far below Meadow Creek
Thisisavery impressivepieced
whitewater and definitely one of the
mogt difficultrunnable rapidson the
run. My enthusiasmforthis dropwas
tempered by watching Troy makea
mad swimfor an eddy after getbng
fouled up in the big pourover,j ust
aboveit. Thelargebouldersthat com-
pletely block the channel hereare bad
enough, but the congested approach
ramp isguarded by acorkscrewing
-holethat keepsonefrom taking a di-

rectlineover theledge. Therest o
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thelinethroughthi s monsterisex-
ceedingly deviousand not for thefaint
of heart.

Aswe dropped deeper and deeper
into the canyon | wasmoreand more
impressed. Meadow Creek isdefi-
nitely one o the"Best Places’. The
adventurous American paddler doesn't
havetogo outsidethebordersdf this
country to find pristine, wild riversto
paddie.

Aswe approached the confluence
with Schwar Creek Larry suddenly
started paddling hard for theleft bank.
I couldn't figureout what waswrong.
He proceededto climb out of hisboat
and, after dumping, heexamined the
bottom very intently. He had been
complainingabout excessiveleakage
for most of theday, but | hadn't
thought too much about it.

Oops, therewasand| too obvious
reasonfor thewater in hisboat-asix
inchgash! Thiswasdefinitey not
good

Westill had twenty plusmilesof
very rocky creek to runand wewerea
long way wherefrom nowhere. Welo-
cated an excellent campsitenot far be-
lowt hi s spot and started to discuss
our options.

Over dinner and doggaritas we
cameto theconclusionthat Larry
would try to get hisboat dry inthe
morning and givethe ripagood duct
taping. Thenwewould see what hep-
pened. "Stuck in Meadow Creek with
theripped boat blues' becameLarry's
lament

Ultimately, he managed to com-
pletethetripin fine form. But hisduct
taping job forced himto shoulder his
boat on the portages, rathert han drag-
gingliketherest of us.

The next morning Troy and |
launched ahead of Don and Larry to
get downstream and set up to video. |
wasleadingand redlizedtoolatet hat
theinnocuouslooking little chutet hat
I had chosenwas blocked by asmall
log, bridged betweentherocksat the
bottom. Atfirst | thought! could jump
over it ontheright, but at thelast in-
stantthe nose of my boat acted likeit
had an anchor. “Whumph”, my chest
slammed up againgt thelog. My imme-
diatereactionwasto tip over and paw
my way under. Mercifully, thi S maneu-
ver worked and, after getting my
loaded boat to shore, | waked back up
the bank and informed Don that |

would be needing the breakdown
paddie.

I had neglectedto hangonto mine
in my hasteto escapethelog. After
what seemed an eternity Don got the
breakdown together. Whilel waited |
conjured up terriblescenariosregard-
ing thedestiny of my paddle. | wasin
abigsweat to get downstreamand see
if | couldfindit.

| didn't pay any attentionto the
breakdown; | just gotin my boat and

started out of the eddy.

"Whod" Tret right sidestrokewas
okay, but therewassomething very
wrongwithmy left stroke. It just
dicedthroughthewater. It took a
minutefor thisto registerand | almost
flipped beforel got back tothe eddy
and took stock of my situation | was
relieved to discoverthet Don had inad-
vertently set the paddlefor left handed
control. Oncel got the paddleriddie
solved | wasableto cruise downthe
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Above: Larry Daum about to take the plunge,

The Nozzle, Lower Meadow Creek

Photo Don McClaran

Right: David Kalange just below the Nozzle,
Lower Meadow Creek Photo Gregg Lawley

NEW ' 93CANOE
Descende

TheRapid Solution toyour
shortboat dilemma. Shorter,
Lighter & Quicker

[E———— ™ =Sy
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Sdidfaction Guaranteed!
Cdl today or Try a Test Driveat our
Nantahala Outpost

404-3255330 Atanta weekdays

152356 i

IIGZF Dvesadedn Detve. NE. Allassin, U4 300G 1

river about aquarter mileto where
Don, Larry, Troy and, oh yes, ny
paddle, werewaiting. | wasglad that
my bout with brainlock seemedto be
over.

Themiddlesection of Meadow
Creek doesnot containany big rapids.
Thereis, however, one short section
with ahdf adozen bedrock typedrops
inamossy littlegorge. That getsthe
fun meter cranked up onceagain.

Also, thereare somereally impressive
cedar grovesaongths section of
Meadow Creek. Thesehugetreesap-
pear to have escaped thewildfiresthat
havehad such animpactin other areas
o the Sdway drainage.

Wanderingaround in these magjes-
tic groveswill impresseven the most
jaded treehugger-there are someredly
majestictreesinthi s canyon.

At about thetwot hi rds mark one
findsthe Meadow Creek Guard Sta:
tion. Thisold ranger station hasa
great deal of historical significance and
itisoned thefinest examplesdf
backcountry architectureto befound
intheWes. The buildingswereorigi-
naly built in the1920sand they were
fully restoredinthemid 80's. The
grassy areasaround the buildings
makeagreat campsite.

The only drawback to campingin
thegrassaround the cabin isthefamily
o deer that havetaken up permanent
residence. They areso tamethat they
arepesky. Othert han theold trapper's
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cabininthe upper meadows, these
Forest Service buildingsare the only
structuresto beseeninthi s entire

e.

Thefinal day on Meadow Creek
starts out very mellow. But knowl-
edged what followsdownstream
prompted meto try to get the group
onthewater at early hour. | met only
limited success. Larry wasagrest guy
to haveonthetrip, but his ideadf an
early start was" anytime before noon”.
| knew that oncewestarted into the
lower gorgewe were committedto
finishingtherun. Therejus aren't
many placesto campinthi s section.

| also did my best to impressupon
Troy the necessity of catching critical
eddiesinth s section! Not far below
the Guard Station we chased a cow
and a caf Mooseout of the creek,
thenacow and cdf Elk! Meadow
Creek redly doeshaveawedth of

“wildlife

It isfortuitousthat the first five or
six milesbelow the Guard Station are
easy, because, asthegorgestartsto
closein, it getsmorespectacular,
Grovesadf toweringtrees, colorful
mossand fernsand, if youareredly
quiet and sneaky, maybe even some of
Larry’s elves. Thereare plenty of
gnarly, rapidsto dedl with later on and
it isaluxuryto beabletolean back
and soak up alargedose of Meadow
Creek'sremarkablescenery.

Now, about those big rapids. The
big guff starts off with two boulder
pile rapids, featuring numerouslogs
andimpressivegradient. I've portaged
thesetwo on theright and on theleft.
Theleft isbetter. Both carries are diif-
ficult thrashes, but on theleft you can
pick your spot to returnto the water,
rathert hen being “cliffed out". After
these two gruntsthe rapidscontinue
to comefast and furiousfor the next
fiveor six miles. Thislower gorge
containsevery variety of dropyou
couldimagine.

There are complex boulder gar-
dens, steep chutes, low waterfalls, and
last, but not least, the Nozzle. Thisis
the namewegaveto the big plunging
pourover that isone of thelast rapids
beforethe SimsCampground. This
plungeisabout tenfeetintoavery
deep aerated poal. It'sbigfun. Unfor-
tunately, thereareafew short por-
tagesinthi s section, but they aren't



toobad. Inthelast milesabovethe
SlimsCampground you fedl likeyouve
been transportedto acreek inthe
coast ranged British Columbia... lush
and green, with afeding of remote-
nessand inaccessibility. Thislower
sectionisvery demanding. The
kayaking isdifficult, diverseandtirirg
When the Sdway finally comesinto
view, itisawe comesite.

| encourage strong competent
groupsto take up the challengedf
Meadow Creek Duetothedrainage's
precariousland use designation,
Meadow Creek isin desperate need of
akayaking constituencythat iswilling
tovoiceit's supportfor thistruly pre-
ciousgem. Atthelower water levels
that | recommend boatersdon't have
to besupermen. They needto beex-
periencedin dedlingwith situations
that may come up in avery remote, in-
accessi blewildernessenvironment.

Partiesattemptingthisrun are defi-
nitely onthereown! Sdf rescueisthe
only optionhere. Inthecanyonat the
end of the meadowstherearefew
placeswhereahelicopter could land.
Kayakers hereareasisolated asitis
possibleto beinthelower 48 states.
Becareful.

Dont attempt Meadow Creek just
for the excellent whitewater; go there
rather for theexperienced usingyour
kayak to transportyou down a creek
that will Smply amazeand entertain
you beyond bdlief. The physical de-
mandsaf arun down Meadow Creek
arehigh, but thereisn't afiner
multiday, steep creek r un anywhere.

ACTION-ALERT

The Meadow Creek drainageiscur-
rently involvedin multipleland use
designationstudies. Itisat the center
of acontroversia "Wilderness'debate
involving the remaining roadless lands
intheSated Idaho. Thisdrainageis
thelargest non-roaded, non "wilder-
nessdesignated' pieced red estate
leftinthe entirestate. The present
governor doesn't want any of thiswa
tershed to bedesignated as"wilder-
ness' because of someagreementshe
madewith theloggingindustry back in
thelate 70s CongressmanLarry
LaRocco hasrecommendedthat most
of thedrainage be declared wilderness
in hispending wildernesshill. Therest
o theldaho congressional delegation

| istill sitting onthefence.

THIS AREA S| MPLYHASTO
BE SET ASIDE ASWILDERNESS
Meadow Creek isdill sowild that it
just screamsout to be preserved.

In addition to the wildernessnego-
tiationsthat are pending, the Nez
Perce Nationd Forest isin the process
of studying Meedow Creek for suitabil-
ity asan additionto the Federal Wild
and Scenic Riverssystem. Thestudy
team hasannounced that their recom-
mendationswill be out sometimein
early ‘95.

Theindividua in charge df these
studiesis Ranger Jerry Bird, Sdway
Ranger Didrict, HCR75, Box 91,
Kooskia, 1daho83539. Ak tobe
placed on hismailinglist for the*Cur-
rents' newd etter (not thesameasthe
NORSmagazine), whichthey are pub-
lishingto inform the publicinformed
about thestudy process. Thisflier will
include updated information regarding
theprogressd the planning team and
will tell you who to submit comments
to.

In referenceto the Wildernessdes-
ignation legidation, the addresses of
theldaho Congressiond delegation
are

Senator Larry Craig

U.S. Senate, 302 Hart Building
750 West Bannock, Rm. 149
Washington D.C. 20510

Boise, ID. 83702

202-334-2752

208-342-7985

Senator Dirk Kempthorne
U.S. Senate

750 West Bannock, Rm. 338
Washington D.C. 20510
Boise, ID. 83702
202-224-6142

208334-1776

RepresentativeMichad Crapo
437 Cannon House Building
750 West Bannock, Rm. 444
Washington D.C. 20510

Boise, ID. 83702

202-225-5531

208-334-1953

RepresentativeLarry LaRocco
1117 Longworth House Building
750 West Bannock, Rm. 136
Washington D.C. 20510

Boise, ID. 83702

202-225-6611

208-343-3300

Ultimately the best source d infor-
métion is probably Idaho Rivers
United. ThisBoisebased group dedls
wth river conservationissues
throughout the entirestate of 1daho.
Their addressis |daho RiversUnited,
PO. Box 633, Boiss, ID. 83701

Boatersinterested in running

~Meedow Creek should include $4.00.
IRU wiill then send themadetailedtrip
descriptionwritten by Gregg Lawley
that presentsa broad data base aswell
asthelogigtical considerationsthat
need to be addressed by prospective
Meedow Creekers.ll
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Jack Moss and Paul Butler in the Grand
Canyon of the Elwha

ompeting
wththe
roar of the
river | shout
to Carol, "Catch theeddy
on theleft after thefirst
drop. We haveto scout
Nightmare" Then |
plummet over thefirst
drop and amstopped cold
in a powerful riverwide
hole. | pull hard and man-
ageto escape, muscling

intothesmall eddy. Mike

isdready there, trying to

make roomfor me

- | & Rthe

mon ~un gagllj

A Reprieve from
]e)pam/nation? STORY
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"WOW! | didn't evenseethat
hole"

"l didn't either,” Mikereplies. We
anxioudy stareat the horizonline,
waiting for Caral. | turn downstream
and amterrified by what | see. The
river falls over a huge drop; most of
thewater crashesintotheleft wal,
then disappearsfrom view. Weare
past the point of no return. Therecan
be no turning back or portaging, just
commitment to the Elwha, disappear-
ing downstreambetween smooth
black wals.

Carol comesintoviewand | give
her the"paddle hard" signd. She
crashesright through the hole, but is
blown by theeddy. Wewatch asshe
becomesour involuntary probe, ca-
reening dff the cushion and disappear-
inginto Nightmare. WWesee her next

'| assheflips going throughthelower
drop. Thankfully,sherolls up.

I'm enviousthat she hasthe rapid
behind her. | follow her lead and go
high on the cushion against thel eft
wadl. Asl comeover theedgel see
that I'm narrowly skirtingagigantic
hole.

"YAHOOO!"

Mikefollowswith an exciting back-
wardsr un through the bottom chute.
Westop for lunch onarock thesizeof
amotor homein themiddlied the
river.

Weareintheheart of the
"Grand Canyon o the Elwhd' in
Woashington's Olympic Nationa Park,
oneof the most beautiful placeson the
planet. Asweeat lunch | imegine50-
pound salmon making their way up
"Nightmare'ontheir journey to

" i

S T O R Y

T spawn. Unfortunately for thesalmon

mankind has sefishly blocked thissa
credjourney. Althoughthe Elwhahas
oned the few pristinewatersheds
suitable for spawninglarge numbersof
fish in the entire Northwest, we con-
tinueto allow twoillegad damsto deny
the passagedf salmon. Thesetwo
damsare used to supply a percentage
o power to apaper mill in Port Ange-
les.

| museto mysdf, thetimehascome
to prioritize. What do wewant
samon, or afew megawattsof power
generated at an enormouscost?

Below: Paul Butler runs a sticky hole
on the Elwha
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I kﬂﬂw Whﬂ.t I Wﬂ.“t. Lacular, Frassy mesdow sur-
ded by d d dant
| WANT SALMON! roundiby decr andavercen
1 P On th ilentl
(Aryoneowning missiles Lo e
please contact me. Or, better aboutinmy stomach. | kmow

yet, reed the"Elwha .
Update', below.)

Thisisthesecondday of our
three-day expedition. Y esterday we
toted the boats8.5 milesto thefirst
spot thetral meetstheriver. This
morning we have only come25 miles,
but weve cleared the most dangerous
part o thecanyon Wespend therest
of theday in aremarkabl eplayground.

Wer un "Pebbles' and "Bam Bam”,
acoupled big, anusingdrops,and
cary thelower part of thebigdideat
theend of thecanyon. Heretheriver
opensupinto"Geyser Vdley", dimin-
ishingto ClassII. We campin aspec-

from prewioms tripsthat "Goblin's

Gate' isjust amiledownstream.

It marksthe beginning of "Rica

Canyon," ademanding 2 ml es of
ClassIVandV boating.

Soon after passing through
"Goblin'sGate' werre committedto
thecanyon. Wedingtothewadlstry
ing to scout thefina 8 foot drop of the
approach, and we pray thereisn't a
treeinit. | caculatethat withmy
loaded boat I'll hit the bottom drop
with so much momentumthat | will
blast throughany hole.

| clear the upper drop and set ny
angleforagood launch. . . paddle
hard... harder... faster... Off thelip | go,
flying right into thefoamy maw. | hit

( Quality (Bl Force jacket) ]
ﬂgﬁﬁiﬂ Innovation
\]}) Service

(301) 746-5389
second skin Pile®
tights, vests, and

one-piece suits

call

*  "Upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.O. BOX 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
21531

Free Catalog

for

S T O R Y

it perfectly, but I'm il stopped dead.
| dig deep, grab somewater and pull
free.

"YEAH!"

We pull in to scout the next drop. .
. aClassV+ boulder pilewithasmall
by-passontheright wecdl the" Secret
Chute." Thechuteisjust wideenough
for akayak, so you must hold your
paddle straight as you drop down an 8-
foot dide, disappearing intothefoam,
then popping up whiletheriver triesto
pushyouintoawal.

Thisismy favoritedropin Rica
Canyonand | linger, savoringthe
dancel've just shared with avery spe-
cia river. Movingonthroughthere-
maining rapids, we hit the upper end
of LakeMillsandtheriver diesams
erableand sudden death.

Atthe head of thelake Carol hi kes
up thetrail to get thetruck asl tow
her boat acrossthelake. Astrong
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Mountain Surf, Inc.

-2

head wind and whitecapsslow my
progressand my hatredfor LakeMills
and the GlinesCanyon Dam has never
been so strong!

ELWHA UPDATE:

The Elwhaand GlinesCanyon
damsblock anadromousfish passage
tomoret han 70 upstream miles of
pristine habitat. 1n 1992, Congress
passed the Elwha River Ecosystem
and FisheriesRestoration Act.

Itisa powerful act becauseitisan
agreement reached by ALL involved
parties—the dam"owners," theloca
mill that usesthe hydropower, the
ElwhaTribe, fish interests, Federdl,
Stateand Locd governments, and en-
vironmentaists. Thegod of theAdtis
the"Full restorationd the Elwha
River ecosystern and native anadro-
mous fisheries"

In October '93, the Secretary of In-
terior released its Draft Report detail-
ing how restorationcan be achieved.
Some excerptsfromthe Draft Report:

*The remova of the Elwhaand
GlinesCanyon damsistheonly alter-
native that would resultinthe"ful res-
toration of the Elwha River ecosystem
and native anadromous fisheries'as
prescribed by the Elwha River Ecosys-
tem and FisheriesRestoration Act.”

**"Removd of the Elwhaand
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Glines Canyon dams, whileprotecting
water usersand accomplishingfish
and habitat restoration,isfeasible.
Thecost tofully restorethe Elwha
River ecosystem and nativefisheries
aregenerdly on a par with restoration
activitieselsawhereintheregion”

" Because it isanegotiated
solutionrather than alitigated deci-
sion, the ElwhaRiver Ecosystemand
FisheriesRestorationAct providesa
rare"win-win" opportunity for all a -
fected parties.”

Not only would dam removal pro-
vide upstream passagefor sdmon—it
would provide downstream passage
for whitewater boaters! What agrand
opportunity we haveio 'apologize’ to
our Earth by restoringthe Elwha!

So please, Speak up for recreation
and the environment—drop a note to
your legidatorsand to Secretary of the
Interior Bruce Babbittin Washington,
D.C.——ask themto comeup withthe
money to removethe Elwhadams!'l

U. KINGS*GORE CANYON*RUSSELL FK*GRAND CANYON

*PA ETTE*PACUARE* TUMWATER® CHFI;T *CHERRY CR*®

b BhL il L]

CHROMNICLES Have You Heard Aot

The Ultimate

CLASSV
GUIDEBOOK

This Book Includes...

- A coast-to-coast parade d extraordinary rivers
- Complete trip logidtics and descriptions

And TherésMore...
- Hilarious missdventures and sunning photos by
renown river runners,

A peek ar the cutting edge O paddlesport today..!
-Richard Penny, author

The Whitewater . Sourc:e_book

Order today: Send $13.95 T $2 s/h to Swiftwater
Publishing . , POBox 3031, Portland, OR 97208
Dealer Inquiries. 503/292-5756

« ACONYS DIRLX0E SOVL.HANOA « NOSINNND . HINYH LNHNE .

*CATARACT*REVENTAZON*CAL SALMON*AND MORE!!*

CANYONS
CREEKS

& FALLS
Wasnhington Offers Some Of The CountriesPremier

Whitewater Secrets

* Spectacular Class4-5 Canyons

* Narrow Basalt Gorges

* Old Growth Forests

Let us be your guidesto some of the most spectacul ar whitewater in the known universe. Plungedown steep creekslined
with towering old growth forestsleading into incrediblebasalt gorges overgrown with lush temperaterain forest vegeta-
sion. We specializein fully guided tours, completeor partial outfitting, and rentalsfor group or individual adventures.

Le us help you explore the magic of Washington.

Outdoor Adventure Centre
412 Garfield St. Tacoma, WA 98444

(206)535-5057 Washington Awaits Your Arrival!
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Mama Told Ve
Not to Come

Two Daysonthe NewHaven

by Chuck Kern

y friend, Mike, ison the oppo-

siteshore makingan accor-

dion motion with hishands
and shrugging hisshoulders. Thisishis
first day onthe New Haven, butitis
our secondrun. The ClassV+ rapid
that heisintelligently portaging while |
scoutisToaster Fdls afifteenfoot ver-
tical plungeinto a pool whichisonly
fivefeet deegp, eveninthe"right” spot
Tofind that sweet spot onemust main-
tain control whiledropping off thean-
cient six foot dam... built ontop of the
shelf that leadsto the brink of thefdls.
Thenaboofisin order.

Mikeissigndingt hat thewater has

comeup significantly Sinceour morn-
ing descent. | ampainfully awareof
thatfact asl try to decidewhether |
will beableto duplicatemy perfect

morningrun of Toaster. Asthede
monsaf uncertainty play in my head, |
thi nk back afew yearstonmy first de-
scent of thi s section o the New Har
ven, ar un that hassincebecamea
playgroundto my brotherand me.

Peoplewho paddle whitewater
learn at different paces. Astheambi-
tiousnovice beginsto paddie difficult
whitewater, thereisone experience
that he or sheisbound to encounter. |
amspeaking of situationswhere,
knowingly or otherwise, peopleend
upin over their heeds.

Many will not admit to making
suchablunder, saying, "Wdl, | was
near the edge, butin control thewhole
time;" but deep down the knowledge
isthere.

Some peopleare coaxed and pres-

The First decent of Lost Legs on the New Haven

suredinto thesesituationsby better
boaters. Commonisthesituation
wherethe ClassV paddler convinces
himsdf that hisClassIV friend can
handlea moredifficult run, because
that iswherethe moreskilled boater
wantsto paddle. This, however,isa
story about some paddlersgettinginto
thedegpend...dl by themsealves.

A few springsago my brother Wil-
lieand | weredecent ClassIV squirt
boaters. We hadn'tfelt the need to
paddleour plastickayaksmuchinthe
year or two since we bought our glit-
terylittleboats.

Onthi s warm Sunday in April,
however,weloaded our dusty old
Dancerson top of the car and took our
mother and dog dong to find some

whitewater closer to home. Vermont
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doesnot havealot of great squirt runs,
tosay theleast.

Wedrovetothe First Branch of the
WhiteRiver, aClassIII-IVrun that we
hed read about in the guide book.
Whenwearrived, thelittlestream
looked S0 unexcitingthat we didn't
eventaketheboatsdff thecar. Wede-
cided that wewould drive over the
Green Mountainsto asectionof the
New Haven River near Bristol, Vea-
mont. Wewerefamiliar withthi s sec-
tion of the New Haven becauseit runs
right along the Lincoln Ggp Road just
beforeit meets Route17. The pools
and flat rocksare popular with swim-
mersand picnickersinthe heat of our
short Vermont summers.

Aswedrovedowly upstream
aong the Newv Haven, we could hardly
believeour eyes. Thebubblinglittle
stream of summer had turnedinto a
rowdy, churningmess. Thiswasa
steep, technica ClassIV-V river. We
remained undaunted; hey, if wecould
run thebig ClasslV rapidsd the Ot-
tawa, the Hudson, and the Black in our
littlesquirt boats, we could certainly
handlethi s in Dancers.

Paddling thefirst hdf mileof Class
T and IV rapids, we bothfelt in con-
trol, despiteafew rollsintheicy
snowmelt, which we attributedto our
readjustment to surfacecraft. Atthe
firgt difficult rapid our support crew of
Moather and dog werewaiting. Willie
paddled throughthe sl ot and madethe
hard rightt urn to finishthe second
drop, just likewe had planned. | en-
tered alittlehigher and hit asub-
merged rock that spun mearound,
sending methrough the remaining
drop backwards, bracingfranticaly.

Thiswas, by nomeans,amgjorin
cident; but | knew that more danger-
ousand difficult rapidslay down-
stream. | asked Willieto wait whilel
ranto the car and dug through our
paddliing gear until | found a couple o
throwbagsthat had never seenthein-
sdedf akayak Natthatthey hadn't
beenused. Wefound that they made
excedlent clotheslines. My mother
flashed meastrangelook aswe
stuffed the bagsinto our boatsand
headed downstream into the continu-
ous, technica ClasslV rapids.

Inthe next quarter milewetook
turns leading, learningfrom each
other's mistakes. Theriver seemed

forgiving. Despite our blunders, we
werehavingfun. Thenext big rapid
featured aseriesof smooth, 45degree
didesthat we have since cometo call
Lost Legs Thisisabeautiful rapid
tthat becomesa ClassV whenthereis
enough water to makethe holes beefy.
I punched through the corner of the
first holeinto an eddy, justintimeto
turn and see Willieplop into the sticky
Ihydraulic. After forty-fivesecondsand
some high powered paddling, he
Jjoined mein the eddy, huffingand
puffing. Nat about to makethesame
misteketwice, he blasted straight
through the second hole.
Thistimeit wasny turn. Willie
watched me battle my way out of the
Ihdlewith a satisfied grin on hisface.
After we both cleared thefind dide, |
stopped to empty my lesky old
Dancer. Williedidn't seemestop and
ccontinued into the next sectiond con-
tinuousClassIV. | wasdow getting
Iback into my boat; feeling accom-
plished, yet wary of what lay ahead.
Paddlingintothe next rapid, |
could see Williestandingup inthe
middled theriver. Hewasdragginga
Iboat full of water to shore. Pulling
intoan eddy near him, | saw that his
Dancer was bent almost ninety de-
grees. He explainedthat he had
Ibroached on a midstream rock and
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Left: The Author on the
brink at Toaster

Below: Chuck Kern
paddles Sick 'em Dogger
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hed exited the boat ashefdt if tartto | plannedto boof off of. T feltliketo beperchedthere, not want-
bend. Thebestthingthd I, hisinspira: My paddlehad hooked aroundthe | ingtolet goof my paddle, asthe cur-

tiona big brother, could come up with
was, “At least it's not your squirt boat.”

After apeptalk to reassureour
support crew (and ourselves)we lev-
eledtheboat toitsoriginal shapewith
the help of atreeand continued cau-
tioudy downstream.

We exited the river well abovethe
big ClassV+ waterfal that we now cal
ToasterFdls. Wehad deemedthis
rapid unrunable without even getting
out of thecar. Wewaked downstream
toscout thelast quarter miled rapids,
knowing that thi s sectionwould bethe
most difficult. Thi s stretch contained
threegreat ClassIV+ rapidsthat mer-
ited aClassV becausethey were
stacked so neetly ontop of onean-
other. Thesethreerapidsare now
called Sick-em Dogger, Squared Off,

and MamaTried. Two of thesenames ~

camefromtheanticsof ourfird de-
scent.

Aswe scrambled around scouting
the steep boulder garden that is Sick-
em Dogger, our half blind littledog
barked incessantly at usfrom the road
above.

Weignored the dog and Willieset
safety with hisropewhilel went back
tomy boat. | madeit over to river | eft
andranacleandot. Then, migudging
theforceof the current, | failed to
makea planned ninety degreeturn. As
aconsequencel dammed intoarock
and flipped. After missngarollinthe
shallow water, | found mysdf upside
down ontop of thevery rock | had

upstream side of therock and | was
facing the current with my boat ontop
of me. | tried to retrievethe paddle
with onehand, but it wasjammed. |
can dill remember very dlearly what it

renttried to pry meaway. Findly,re-
leasing my hold onthe paddie, |
pushed off of therock and miracu-
loudy handrolled as| floated clear of

the pourover.

0 Custom Molded
o Easy to Install

"Makes Kevlar Grunge Plates Obsolete!"

1o ABS Bow & Stern Protection

o0 Available for most Whitewater Canoes
0 $45 - Includes Bow & Stern Plates,
adhesive, instructions and shipping

First Ledge
12011 Lee D.
Spotsylvania, Va. 22553

(703) 972-1489

atent pending
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| bounced out of control through
thelast drop of Sick-em Dogger and
flipped again. Not trustingmy
handroll and knowing that Squared Off

wasabout two boat |lengthsaway, | got

out fast, found afoot hold, and stood
up.

Thedog hadn't stopped yapping
thewholetimeand my normally un-

derstandingand patient Mother wasas | ==

whiteasaghost. After hef an hour of
unsuccessful searchingfor my paddie,
Willieput in below thefirstslot and
ran most of Sick-em Dogger.

Squared Off isasix foot vertical
ledge. Most of thewater dropsintoa
nasty corner ontherightside. |
watched Willie driveleftintothe big
deep pool and decided it wastoo good
topassup. Willie tossed mehis
paddlewithout getting out hisboat
and | mam the drop without incident.

Our Mother waswaitingwhenwe
got out just aboveMamaTried. For
the first time in years she was trying to
convinceustoget off of ariver while
our hidesweredill intact. A little
shook up and without apaddle, | was
quick to comply.

MamaTriedisagreat little ClassV
that looksalotworset hanitis Willie
had agood runat MamaTried, then hit
alogand bruised hissideina ClassIv
called"Hipshot"jus abovethe Route
17 bridge.

Driving homethat day we chat-
tered about thelessonsthat New Ha
ven had taught us. Wenamed afew
rapidsand decided that weshould
definitely work up to the Newv Haven
beforereturningtorunit again. We
specul ated about whether T oaster
would ever berun.

ThesedaysWillieand | goto the
New Havento play. Sometimeswe
play follow the leader, trying new lines
and catchingtiny eddiesinthe middle
of thedropsthat onceintimidated us.
Sometimeswe race downthe river
without catchingany eddiesat dl, just
toget our blood pumping. Taking
friendsdown thisriver that | haveen-
joyed soimmensely and seeingtheir
grins isoned my greatest joys.

Willieand | have explored more
riversover theyears, somed them
moredifficult, but the New Haven will
dwayshaveavery special placein my
memory.

Back at Toaster,| amgiving Mike

b
-
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T thesignd that | amgoing tor un, de-
spitemy uncertainties. | lineup on my
marker waveand paddleintotheslot

intheoldmilldam Thelandingonthe | Above: Willie Kem tackles Vermont's

shdf seemssoft and beforel figureout  Toaster Falls
Below: The Brothers Kem

howfast | amgoing, | pencil over the
fallswith notimeto boof.
"Thisonesgonna hurt," Ithinkas |
my ten foot long boat plungesverti-
caly intohalf asmuchwater. The
“~padded bulkhead of my modern creek
| boat protects my ankles, but my knees
| slam intothe braceswith enoughforce
—tomakemelimp.
Pedlingmy glassesout of myeye |
sockets, | seethat #he front of my boat
isbent upat aridiculousangle. | look
T"up at Mike on the shore and, for amo-
ment, helooksalot like my Mom.
And, onceagain, | hear thedog

NEW HAVEN RIVER, BRISTOL, VERMONT
Where to go - Just northeast of Bristol on Rte. 17, is a white church by a
narmow bridge. This is the take oul. To scout the fver and locate a put-in,
L __cross the bridge and tum right towards Lincoln. All of the mpidscanbe
ser, from the road and there areanumber of pull-offs. \We génerally launch
about o mile upstream, but for a warm-up, there i a put-in higher up which
mdcks some Class ILand [0 when there is enough - water,

— Whentogo=The New Haven useally rons from the end of te Ml —
through the end of April from snowmelt. Heavy rains at other tme of the
year can also bring it up to nunable levels.

Levels - We have run from Toaster to U take out at fairdy low levels. We

— have also o the New Haven at flood stage This is very demenading and for —
experts ondy, There s no gage, so use your best judgment.
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DONORS..... .| —
1993 AWA HONOR ROLL

Whet abanner year 1993 has beenfor AWA, the Whitewater
DefenseProject and the AccessFund! Thanksto the generosity
of our friends, membersand supporters, we raised almost
$15,000in WDP contributionsand $60,000in major grants. This
impressive transfusion of fundshasallowed usto plan bigfor

LS

Attainers
($500r
Mare

Edward 8. Acton
Barbaraand Alan August
Betty Lou Bailey
BethA. Baker
KenBarnes

Les and Susan Bechdel
Beck & Miyakawa
Andy Beers
GlennBelongie
KaeBdyo

Peter R Bernstein
GeorgeJ. Blackham
Ricky Blizzard

Dr. and Mrs. Philip Bobrow
Nancy and Michad
Bockelie

May Margaret Boswell
Mikeand Kahy Bragg
Scott Butts
RisaShimoda Callaway
Larry Cdof

Bob Card
LonnieCarden

DanaD. Chalfant
JamesL. Corey

Kim Corn

Christopher Davis
Kerry Deardorff
Elizabeth F. Dixon
Fred and Helen Dorrough
Leilani Drayer

Gordon S. Edwards
Douglas Feick
PatriciaFlannagan
John Flinn

FrancisA. Forte, MD.
Miched French

Benno Friedman
David Frierson

Robert S Gannon
John Gilrein

Barry D. Graham
Glenn A. Grampp
Robert Harkness

Bob Harvey
BruceHayes
MikeHedly

Dr. and Mrs Ronald W.
Hems

Margeand Bill Hone
Richard L. Hopley
Andy Huber

John James

John and Carolyn Jentzer
Ron Johnson

DG. Jones

EllisF. Jones

Jm and Suzetta Large
Harold R. Letton, Jr.
Dave Logan

Tom Logan

Joseph Lombard

Jim McCarthy

Sam McCleskey, Jr.
JamesMcEwan
Chuck Meyer

Thor Mickelson

Bert Minerley

Bill Morse

Mary Moser

David Niederriter
David Nordhoff
NovaRiverunners Inc.
D.J O'Neill
DouglasPalmer

John Peeler

Karl H. Peters

Caral Preisig

Tom Quarles

Robert E. Rensch
Ivan Rezanka

Matt Rock

Rocky Mountain Oyster
Newspaper

Michael Ryanand Linda
Joyce

John R. Saverteig

Bill and Kary Scarborough
Steven Sedlacek
Kathy A. Sercu

Tim Shanahan
Shaull's Whitewater
Experience

Steve Shimek

Scott Skidmore
William P. Smith
John Kdly Survant
CharlesE. Taylor
TREX/Lost Creek
Outfitters

Steven and GayleVest
LloydJ. Vye

Duanne Wagner
David Walaceand Betsy
Frick

Henry Wallace
DouglasWarwick
Peter L. Weingarten
Bill Wdls

Bob Wemple

Steve White

T. DouglasWilson, Jr.
Byron and ChrisWork
Clay Wright

Andy Zimet

The AWA Directorsand $df wouldliketotake amomentto
thank everyonewho helped during the past year — regardlessof
sized gft. Thereare many morenot listed herewho helped
bringuscloserto our goas. Therearealso many who gavethe
giftof time. No matter how you stood behind us, AWA appreci-

atesyour contributionand votedf confidence!
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Mare

Steven Adler

BrianM. Aubin
SteveBarnett

Guy Dean Bateman
Harold Bencowitz

Bill Bevins

Bill and Lindsay Blauvelt
Rich Bowers

Jack Boyczuk
Charlesand Nancy Brabec
Patrick A. Brennaman
Alan and Suzanne Bresser
Scott Bridgeham

Larry Brocious

Matt Butcher
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Bob Cadwell
ThomasJ. Christopher
Bob and LindaCooley
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Terry and Karen Curtin
Rex Dalrymple
Stephen Demetriou
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Andrew Embick, MD.
Peter Ferguson
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Edward Gertler
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BoyceGreer
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ChristopherHazlitt
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Biil Herring, M.D.

AJd Hill

Bill Holt

William Huber
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Steve Hylkema
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David K. Joyce
Britan A. Kilbourne
Hayden and JoellenKing
Warren Koch

Leapin Lounge Li zards
Nancy J. Lemmon

Jim Low
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| Phil Montgomery
William C. Ned
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Perception Kayak Club
Robert Picut

Leonard Bl Prosniiz
Daniel Pyatt

The River Rat

Norm Rehnand Marlete
Schroeder

3arry Robinson

John Ropes, Jr.

3ric and Adrianne Ryan
Keith Schloss

i[ary Schranz
Ji Scott

David Smalley

Moary Smith, II

Todd Smith

Ridk Starr

.Jm Stevenson

Stracka Construction
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Mac Thornton

CharlesH. Tompkins, 111
Craig Underwood
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Majaand LewisWagman
Keith Wold

$1,0000r
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AppalachianRiver Alliance
IBM Corporation
Ericand Adrianne Ryan

$2000r
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Guy Dean Bateman
CanoeCruisers
Association

Coada Canoeists
Loma PrietaPaddlers
Peter Sholander
Mowry Smith, III
SierraClub RTS (Tujunga)
Viking Canoe Club
1993 WWOC Nationals
Committee

$500 or
Mae

BluegrassWildwater
Association

Chicago Whitewater
Association

Joel and Naomi Freedman
OhiopylePrints
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Patagonia, Inc.

Major
Foundation
Grants

Outdoor Industr
Conservation Alliance
Pew CharitableTrusts
Surdna Foundation

Other Club
Donations

CarolinaCanoeClub
Chota Canoe Club

East Tennessee
Whitewater Club
GeorgiaCanoeing
Association

HACKS

Philadel phiaCanoe Club
SierraClub (Pleasant Hill)
Zoar Vdley Paddling Club



Tr
e
DEALERS

ALABAMA
Alabama Small Book, Maylene, 800 874-5272

ALASKA
Wild Alaska Riven, Anchorage. 907 344-9453

ARIZONA
Watersedge, Tucson, 800 999-RAFT

CALFORNIA
The Boot People, San Jose, 408 258-7971
Long Beach Water Sports, Long Beach, 310 432-0187
Pacific River Supply, Bl Sabrante, 510 223-3675
Whitewater Outlet, San Rafael, 415 721-0708

COLORADO
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-0133
Colorado Kayak, Buena Vista, 800 535-3565
Four Corners River Sports, Durango, 800 426-7637
Down The River Equip. Co, Wheat Ridge, 303 467-9489
Phoenix Raft Equipment, Grand Junction, 303 243-4424

IDAHO
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchum, 208 724-8818
Idaho Whitewater Unltd., Meridian, 208 888-3008
Canyon Whitewater, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932

Riverwear, Twin Falls, 208 736-8714

River 1, Inc., Challis, 208 879-5300
Northwest River Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202

Idaho River Sports, Boise, 208 336-4844

MONTANA
Trailhead, Missoula, 406 543-6966

NEVADA
Sierra Nevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-0164

NEW YORK
Wear On Earth, Potsdam, 315 265-3178

OREGON
Cascade Outfitters, Springfield, 800 223-RAFT
Alder Creek Supply, Portland, 503 285-0464

SOUTH CAROLINA
Chattooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9083

TEXAS
Canoesport Texas, Inc., Houston, 713 660-7000

WASHINGTON
RE!, All Stores, 800 999-4REI
The River Rat, Tacoma, 206 535-2855
Swiftwoter, Seatle, 206 547-3377
Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871

WYOMING
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474

CANADA
Totem Outdoor Outfitter, Calgary, AB, 403 264-6363

NEW BRUNSWICK
Eastern Outdoors, Brunswick, 506 634-1530

THAILAND
Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket, 6676-212-172

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE
Support Your Local Dealer

YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER « THANK YOU

Wed liketo think the use of the latest technology

and innovative design made usthe

best seller. But. the

credit goes io
al you AIREheads who have supported usthrough the years

and told your friends about AIRE. About our catarafts.

About our rafts. About our

=

inflatable kayaks

and seakayaks. Thanks.

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AW, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (800) 701-AIRE
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West Virginia to Host Appalachian
Rivers Symposium

An Appalachian Rivers and Watershed Symposium hasbeen scheduled

forJune3-5,1994a WestV i aUniversity’s Mountainlair i n
Morgantown. The host for the symposium isthe Division of Forestry of the
WestV i aUniversity. Theprincipal topicstobecovered arewater
quality and quantity, river ecology, river and watershed management and
recreation. Field trips will include visits to mine acid drainage treatment
sites, waste water treatment systems, areas of riparian destruction, restora-
tion and protection, water quality monitoring stations, and river accessar-
easamenabl e to fishing, swimming, canoeing, rafting and kayaking,

Featured speakerswill include Roderick Nash, aleading scholar on wil-
dernessand river conservationand author of Wildernessinthe Ameri-
can Mind. Royal Robbins, aprominent adventurer and outdoor business
entrepreneur will bethe keynote speaker on Friday. The West Virginia Riv-
ersCoalition, who iscosponsoring the conference with the West Virginia
Department of Commerce, L abor and Environmental Resources, will host a
reception Friday night that will include an art exhibit and arafflefor Mad
River Canoe. A galabanquet will be held in the Mountainlair ballroom Sat-
urday night.

For registration information send apostcard with your name, address
and telephone number to Debbie Wise, WVU Divisionof Forestry, p.o. box
6125, Morgantown, WY. 26506-61250r call (304) 293-3721 ext. 4451

Ocoee Races Scheduled

The AtlantaWhitewater Club hasannounced that the Ocoee Double Header
and Olympic Festival Regiond Tri d s will be held April 2 and 3 onthe Ocoee River
in Ducktown, Tennessee. Atlanta Whitewater Club President Beth Wilson said that
the club hasalong-standing commitment to support whitewater athletes.

Thefirst annual Ocoeespring racefor bothdaom and wildwater wasin 1978.
Since that time, the race has becomemorepolished with theassistanced the
Ocoee Regiond Canoeand Kayak Association and the Nantahala Outdoor Center.
Last year over 120 racers competed and seven countrieswere representedin the
two day event.

Thi s year's race will be particularly important since it will serve asan Olympic
Festival Regional Trial and will allow whitewater athl etesa chanceto warm up on
thewatersto be usedin the 1996 Olympics.

"Racersfromdl over the country and the international field will beatthi s
event becauset hi s isthesited the 1996 Olympics,” said Mike Larimer, Olympic
Coachfor the AtlantaCenter of Excellence, aco-sponsor of theevat.

Gomell Slates Fall Creek Slalom

Adaom racefor open boats, decked canoesand kayakswill be held on Fal
Cresk inIthaca, New Yark on Sunday, April 10 at 10am. Registration packetsand
informationar e available from Barry Butterfield at (607) 659-5389 or by writing to
the Fall Creek Slalom at Cornell, Cornell Outdoor Education, TeagleHall, Ithaca,
New York 14853.R

Potomac Whitewater
Festival Slated

The Fifth Annua Potomac Whitewater
Festival hasbeendlatedfor May 22 and 23.
Theevent, co-sponsored by the Bethesda
Center of Excdllence (BCE) and the Na
tional Organization of Whitewater Rodeos
(NOWR), will feature both surfaceand
squirt boat competitions,an open boat
competitionand a downriver sprint.

Preregistration isrecommendedfor
the competition and for the banquet to be
held on Saturday night. Lat e registration
wiill occur on themorningof May 22 at the
Great Fdl Park in Virginia.

Additional information and registra-
tion forms are available from Norwood
Scott (703) 892-69150r from Ricky
Rodriguez (703) 790-9180..

Symposum on Youth
| ngruction
Announced

Thefirst Symposium on Y outh Instruc-
tionwill be held on March 11-13at the
Nantahala Outdoor Center in Bryson City,
NC. Severd well-known instructors and
coachesfrom both the United Statesand
abroad will conveneto share their expertise
and develop teaching strategiesfor thefu-
ture.

"Wearevery pleasedto bethelocation
forthi s symposium,”

saysGordon Black, NOC. Head of In+
struction. "Speakerswiill be traveling from
dl over theworldfor theevent and weare
dl going tolearn alot.”

"Many great youth programshave
started around the country,” commentsRisa
Shimoda Cdlaway, organizer of the event.
"Qutsidedf theracing network, thereisno
mechanism for crosspollinating the experi-
encesaf theprogramfounders, whoareall
quiteinspiring! Boththe speakersand those
who haveindicated aninterestin attending
are equally excited about learning from
eachother.”

Guestswiillinclude Wayne Dickert and
Maylon Hanold, former membersof the U.S.
Sdom Team; Richard Fox, fivetimeworld
championin slalom; Tom Long, Founder of
the CascadeKayak Schoal; Shelley Johnson,
Director of the Maine Sport Outdoor
Schoal; and Gordon Grant, former NOC.
Head of Instruction and member of the
Asheville YMCA ACESProgram.

The cost of the programwill be $140;
thi s willincludeshared cabinlodging and
medls.

Contactthe NOC. ProgramsOffice &
(704) 488-6737for additional information. |
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BRIEFS

by David Hablewitz

Beingwith paddlersnot yet ready for
the challenged the Upper Gauley, we
chosethe New River onthe Sunday after
Gauley Fetival. Not surprisingly, there
werevery few other paddierson theriver
that day. Infact, wesaw no other boaters,
includingrafts, until thelast insignificant
rapid beforethe bridge.

Actualy,we could smell them before
anythingelse. Thedistinct odor of burn-
ingoail. It remindedmeadf thetimewe
weresurfing at the beach and jetskiers
cameand hounded us. Sureenough,as
we rounded the corner we saw several
Jetskiers eddy-hopping upstream, moving
through the rapidslike slmongoingto
spawn. Wecautiously rantherapid, keep-
ingour distance.

While my friendscontinued, disgusted
with thewholeaffair, my disgust wastem-
pered by curiosity when | noticed the
movie cameraspoised on the boulderson
theside. | pulledintoan eddy nexttoa
Jjetskier and alargeraftwith gascans
strapped totheair chambers. | struck up
aconversation with the jetskier besideme.

Later | learned he wasthe men's world
champion sit-down jetskier. Also present
werethe men's stand-up world champ,
women's stand-upworld champand arap
musician undeservingd any free public-
ity. Theskier told me hewould never do
the New on hisown ski, leaningit over to
reveal hugegougesinitshull. They made
thescarsinmy kayak look likelittlenicks.

| hopedthat other jetskiers will feel
thi s way too and stay away.

I learnedfromonedf the photogra-
phersthat The Discovery Channel re-
ceived a special permit fromthe park ser-
vicetofilmthis first (and hopefully last)
ascent/descent of theriver. They were
given permissionon thisday specifically
becausedf thelack of commercial and pri-
vat e boatersexpected onthe New during
the Gauley Fegtival.

Giventhefact that most whitewater
riversar e either too low volume, haveput-
inslocated agood hikefrom the parking
lot, or are closgly regulated, | don't expect
we will see them on theriver again any-
timesoon. Thetruetest will be how The
Discovery Channel presentsthe whole&f-
fair. | wastold the episodewouldair
sometimein January of February.

Editorsnote: Seethe Lettersto the
Editor Section of thisissueand the No-

vember/December issuefor moreon
this.
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BRIEFS

TheSecond Annual Northwest River Coalitionand the University of Oregon's Display space isavailablefor authors,
RunnersConferencehas been scheduled Outdoor Program. Featuredspeakerswill | clubs, rescueclinics,commercial retailers
for April 13at the University of Oregonin | includeformer state senator John and organizations.
Eugene. Themeetingishilledas"A public | Kitzhaber, aboater, physicianand guber- For informationand areservationform
recreational river runnersconference natorial candidate, and VerneHuser, ana- | contact the University of Oregon Outdoor
amed at increasing thevishility of the tionally known river advocateand outdoor | Program Office at 503-346-4365 or Al
noncommercial boater and at providing writer. Ainsworth at 503-246-0386.1

an open forum to help build a coalition

among public recreational boaters, manag-

ing agencies, el ected officia sand environ- {“
'uk{-ﬂ

mental organizations." %
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Sand 512 50 Chack or M0 1o SALAMANDER |
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P.O. Box 2895, Seal Baach, CA 90740
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4/23-24 North IdahoFest.
WillieAccola 208882-2333

4/30-5/1 Bob's Hole Rodeo YOUR #1 REASON TO DEMAND
Cindy Scherrer 5032850464

75 Lochsa Rodeo THEWORLD’S #1 SPRAYSKIRT

Amy Smith 406 728-7609

514-15 CoosaRiver Fest.
LonnieCarden 205 272-1207

521-22 Big Fork Fest.
Kdly Mull 406 752-1168

521-22 Potomac Festiva
Norwood Scott 703-892-6915 FROM THE PUT-IN

B11.12 Ocoee Rodkn TO THE TAKE-OUT, IT
SusanGentry 706654-2725

6/24-26 Animas River Days
L. McGlothlin 303259-3893

7/2-4 Gallatin WW Fest.
Guw Erb  406587-7575
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91718 American River FOR YOUR LOCAL DEALER CONTACT: <Seals 619-376-2794

Susan Debret 916 626-3435
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BRIEFS

OQuestions & Answers

About the River and Watershed Protection
and Restoration Act

Whet isthe purpose df this bill?

To providea new, unique mechanismto empower
ocd river andwatershed conservation advocates,

communities, busi nessesandlandownersto protect and re-
storeaquatic resourceva uesinrivers and watershedsaof im-
portanceto them. Thebill providesa meansfor theselocal
conservationiststo tailor and integratelocd, state and fed-
eral incentiveand regulatory tool sfor the benefit of rivers
andwatershedsadf both highand low quality.

What isin thebill that will helplocd river and
watershed conservationists?

Thebill provideslocal, grassroots conservationistsa

mechanism that givesstate and federal authority to
their own protectionand restoration strategies.
Thisworksthrough placement of watershedor river ona
Nationd River and Watershed Registry. Placementonthe
registry will allow local conservationiststo obtain federd
funding, techni cal assi stancefrom federal and state aguatic
resourceagencies, and protectionfrom activitiesthat arein-
consistentwith theriver or watershed conservationstrat-

ey.
How doest hi s mechanismwork?

Toget awatershedor river placed ontheregistry,a

state, local government, watershed council, or local
citizensmay nominate awatershed, river, or river segment
of interest for registry inclusionto the Environmenta Pro-
tection Agency (EPA). The nomination mustincludeamap
of thewatershed, adescription of the protectionor restora
tionstrategy for the watershed, description of the aguatic
vauesthat areto beprotected or restored by thestrategy, a
description of thetypesd assi stance needed to implement
thedtrategy, and proof that the nominating entity hasthe
authority to carry-out thestrategy. Followingfull public re-
view and comment on the nominationand careful review by
the appropriatestate agency, EPA must placethewater-
shed onthe registry unlessthe agency determinesthe nomi-
nationto beinadequate.

What distinguishesthe Regigtry hill from the Wild and
Scenic RiversAd and the Clean Water Adt?

ﬂ\emﬁld and Scenic RiversAct gives protectionfor
gh qudity rivers. The Cleen Water Act isafederd
and state regul atory program controllingdischarge of pol-
lutionintoall watersof the United Statesfor the purpose of
protectingand restoring all waters. Generdly, both of
these programsare “top-down”, federal mandates. In con-
trast, the Registry hill providesa'bottom-up”,local conser-
vationist-driven river and watershed conservation program.
Unlikethe Wild and Scenic RiversAct, the Registry hill d-
lowsfor restorationdf rivers. Further,the Registry bill em-
phasizesprotectionof riversand watersheds, not just riv-
ersand adjacent riparian areas. Unlikethe Cleen Water
Act, the Regigtry bill isnot aregulatory approachto con-
servingriversand watersheds. Itislargely aplanning, local
cooperation, and financia incentivedrivenapproachto
river protection. It isalso entirely voluntary. Findly,the
Regigtry bill emphasizeswatershed protectionand restora
tion, rather than direct control of pollution enteringwater-
waysand wetlandsasdoesthe current Clean Water Act.

Arent state river protection programsalready doing
what thebill proposestodo?

Afew statesdo havesmall but rdatively effective

river conservation programs, such as South Caroling,
Oregon, and Massachusetts, most datesdo not. No state
hasatruly vigorous, comprehensiveriver conservation
program. Although the Registry bill doesnot providefor
such acomprehensiveprogrameither, it will invigorateand
improve existing programs, and it will foster state pro-
granswherethereare now none. Why? Becaused the
bill's Registry conservation mechanism and thefundingit
offers.

| Why was FPA chosen asthefederal agency to
administer thelaw?

By virtue of EPA’s considerableexperiencewith

watershed managementand water quality programs,
BPA isprobably best suited to administeringthi s program.
However the Regidry hill a soincludessignificant coordi-
nation and consultationrolesfor thelnterior and Soil Con-
servation Service.
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How much will implementationdf thebill cost?

Thebill authorizes$13 millionto beinvestedinthi s program. Thi s figureis

based on anticipated need of several hundred thousand dollarsfor thefed-
era agenciesto begin programimplementationand severa million dollarsininitial
grantsto loca watershed councilsand other digible entitiesto commenceconser-
vation activitieson approved registry riversand watersheds. |t i santicipated that
additional fundingwill be requiredtofuel the Registry programsin each state once
the programhitsful stride.

What ar e prudent and feasibleadternative determinations?

Thi s provision of the bill providesfederal protectionto astrategy developed

by local communitiesand conservationiststhat has been approved and
placed onthe Regidry. It providesa mechanism to help ensurethat federaly and
state permitted or funded activitiesdo not adversely affect implementationof the
protectionand restoration strategies. For example, developersaf aproposed new,
federdly-permitteddam that would adversely affect implementationof awater-
shed strategy would haveto provethat therewas no prudent and feasiblealterna-
tivetodamconstruction Upon public notice and comment and review of the
devel oper'sapplication, EPA may determinethat a prudent and feasibleaternative
doesexist and deny thefederal permits, disdlowingthedam.

What dotheterms"feasible” and " prudent”redly mean?

Thesetermshave been devel oped and used for many yearsin other federd

programs, such asthe Federa Highway Act, the Nationa Environmenta
Policy Act,and the Clean Water Ad. Agenciesimplementingthesetermsweigh
carefully severd factors, including rel ative costsassoci ated with variousalterna-
tivesand environmenta valuesto beadversely affected by theaternativeap-
proaches, before making these determinations. We envision similar application of
thesetermsinthis bill.

What isthe purpose of watershed protectionand restoration
standards?

Thehill directsBEPA to contractwith the Nationa Academy of Sciencesto

devel op watershed protectionand restorationstandards. The proposed stan-
dardswould besubjecttoful peer and public review. The purposed thesestan-
dardsisto ensurethat protectionand restorationstrategiesare scientificaly
sound, ensurequality control onimplementationdf thestrategies,andto help
guide"feasibleand prudent alternative' decisionsfor activitiespotentially posing
an adverseimpact on thestrategy.

How will the Registry programbe financed?
The bill proposesthree methodsof funding the registry program:

1) establishment of a new State Revolving Fund for the program;

2) establishment of ariver and watershedstamp program, model ed after thefed-
eral Duck Stamp program, with revenuestransferred back throughto thestates
from whichthe stampsweresold; and

3) re-allocationof somefunds from severa existing programs.

Doesthishill authorizefederal land acquisition,condemnation, or land
usecontrol ?

No, thebill doesnot authorizeany of these, nor doesit modify, in any way,
existingregulatory authoritiesof locdl, state, and federal agencies.
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“QUALITY WHITE WATER PRODUCTS"

welding

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

& mfg.

TOUR-1994

Specially for the American
whitewater enthusiasts,KSE is
organizing a kayak adventure on
the most famous whitewater rivers
of Europe.This unmissable trip
|rokes place over two weeks in June,
during which time we visit:
FRANCE
ITALY
SWITZERLAND
SLOVENIA
& AUSTRIA

For further information about this
unique opportunity contact:

Kano Ski Europe (KSE)
Hoofdstraat 202, 6024 AB Budel
The Netherlands

Tel: 00-31 2521 11369 or
00-31 4950 18497

iiil 00-31 4950 18462



FIRST

by Jonathan Katz

Kennebec Gorge takeout...,
"Hallelujah, I am saved!!"

Bam Bam McBride and
accomplices had taken me
on my maiden voyage down
the "big, friendly four" of
Maine, and it had been a
tough day on the river. I'd
gone bye-bye in Goodbye
Hole and fallen off the
Highway into Maytag,
where | got cleaned and
pressed, then cleaned and
jerked. Now every aching
fiber of my being craved
Advil, and all McBride and
his river-addled sidekicks
wanted to do was lounge
around, drink Keystone
beer and talk about Ken
Omaha. The Great One had
missing for two weeks and
people were earnestly
worried.

"l can't imagine Omahagettingthat
hung up about any womean, even
Arden. Hésjug toobigapig,"said
P.T.,McBride-Omaha Chemicd
Company's Resident Professor of
Tropical Medicine.

PT. spent half her timetreating
river injuries and the other hdf curing
thesocial diseasesOmahakept catch-
ing. Shed killed morecrabsthana
Maryland fisherman, but now that
Kenny hed disappeared, her business
wasdow. If shecalled Ken Omahaa
porker,it wasn't aninsult, but adiag-
nosis.

McBridedisagreed. "Kenny knows
Arden'sspecia. She'ssmart, pretty,
resourceful, stacked, horny,and a
dam good paddler. That'sarare
bird."

McBrideunderstood hispartner,
and knew how muchit hurt hi mwhen
thevoluptuousMs. Tygart rodeoff on
the back of Mak Chopper's Harley-
Davidson after the Ohiopyleraid.
Chopper said he preferred explosives
to women—"they're safer"—but held
madeno effort to resist Arden'sad-
vances. Shesimply switched men,
likea kayaker changingfromaglass
boat to plagtic. Chopperwas130
pounds heavier than Omaha, but
Arden never complained.

Shea so never complained about
Chopper'swhitewater skills, which
wasasurprise. Omahawasairuly
masterful open boater, powerful,
graceful, el egant, addight to watch.
Chopper, on theother hand, wasdan-
geroudy mediocre. He packed his290
poundsintoa Crossfire,nearly sinking
it.

"| paddle a Crossfirebecausel like
thename,” hesaid. "It reminds me of
my nightswiththeKlan.” Whatever
the reason, he could squirt the bow sit-
ting stilland hisroll wasoccasional at
best.

"I don't havearoll becausel don't
need aroll," Chopper sad.

DESCENT?

"Oh my God, doeshe havearall,”
Arden replied, andt hat about summed
up their relationship.

So Ken Omahawasthe odd nan
out, and hetook it hard. Normaly a
happy dr unk, dwayswilling to flash
hisincomparableskills with the
paddleand the nine millimeter auto-
matic, Kenny became depressed, with-
drawn, silent. Hestopped drinking
and shooting, then he stopped boating
and talking. Findly hestopped com-
ingaround. Nobody had seen hi mfor
weeksand hewas missed.

Moose Gunsmith had beenthelast
of McBride's crew to see Omaha, and
herecaledtheir conversation. "He
kept talking about doing somethingto
win Arden back, something spectacu-
lar, paddling some humongousrapid
that had never beenrun in an open ca
noebefore. Hecdledit 'dropping the
big one’, but hewould never come
right out and say which oneit was. He
did say it wasn't Big Splat on the
Sandy and it wasn't Great Fl I s."

"Thoseget doneall thetime,"
McBridereplied. "Hdl, he's boated
both of thosewith hisgunson.”

"Maybehés going to do Niagara
Gorge,"said P.T."He usedto talk
about the Niagaraalot.”

"That's beendonetoo. Roland
Hardsell openboated it in 1987 and
madeavideo."

"Maybe hes goingto runthe Fals,
I mused.

"That's aridiculousidea,' said
McBride

"Noitsnot,"” said P.T. "Notfor Ken
Omaha it isn't."

McBride cdled meat work three
dayslater. "Omahaleft aphone mes-
sagefor Arden. Hetold her to meet
hi mat NiagaraFalstomorrow after-
noon at 3:00 or e sehell runthe Fls™

"Shels going, isn't she?' | asked.

"No, she'snot. She'sin CostaRica,
on assignment modding wetsuits.
Shelstotadlly out of reach.”

American Whitewater VMarch/April 1994



My memory flashed to Niagara paddlefor shore, save himsdf. But camerasa him, and through theLuna

Falls, thetacky honeymoonsuites you cannot save aman bent on his IdandstotheFdls.

with heart-shaped bathtubsand mir- own destruction. Omahashot no Running now, we chased him, trail-
rored ceilings,the newlywedsgroping | more, but he paddledfast and hard. ing throw ropesand other uselessres-
each other in public, theawesome, Thesift currentand pounding cuegear, pleadingwith himto stop.
crushing vertical drop of the Falls, whitewater swept him past Greenls- | But he dug hisbladeintotheraging
"Hecan't dothat," | said, "Hell kill land, under the pedestrianwalkway water and pulled harder and harder,
hinsel f." wherethe startled tourists pointed strokingfast and well for thevery cen-

"Weve got to stop him. Grabwho-
ever youcan and meet mein Upper oot e S T -
RepidsPark & ninetomorrow." m

Thenext day wesearchedthe et~ . -~ OOF IS IN
t own of Niagara Fdls. Wetried dl the THE PEHFDHMANGE

hotel's, which was useless because
Omahalivesin hisvan. Wescoured
the park and combed thewoodson
Goat Idand. We checked dl the bars
and al the usua placeswherethebar-
reldropperslaunch. Weevencalled
bothspeciesdf police, Americanand
Canadian Nobody found Omahaor
sighted a mysteriousstranger witha
Dagger Impulse balanced on hishead.

Threeo'clock cameand went with
nosign of Omaha Webegantofed
likewe'd been had and totalk about
going over to the Canadiansidefor
somereal beer. Chopper wasacting
apologeticfor dl thetroublehed
caused, and for drivingOmahaand his
endlesssupply of free Keystoneaway
fromus.

"I'm sorry | ever met Arden," he
said,"l washappierdl done" Wede-
cidedtopackitin alongdrivefora
falsealarm, or for oned Omahas
practical jokes.

Asweturnedtoleave Chopper
took onelast glance over hisshoul der
at the heavy rapidsthat mark theap-
proachtothe lip of Niagara Fdls. Sud-
denly heydled and hitthedeck. The
bullet whined overhead and the crack
of the automaticsounded abovethe
roar of therapids. Then| saw theca
noe. Omahawasinthemiddledf the
river in the biggest water, nearly ahun-
dred yardsaway. Hewaspaddling
hard and purposefullytowardthe
brink of thefdls. | couldseethegun
in hishand.

"Hetried to kill me," cried Chop
per, belly crawlingtoward theriver.

"No hedidn’t. That wasawarning
shot. If hewantedto hecould puta
bullet up your nostril," McBride re-
plied

We crawledtowardthe riverbank
screaming, begging him to eddy out,
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ter o thethunderingdrop. Atthelast
moment heturned and waved his
paddieover hishead and we heard his
final scream:
"AAAAARRRRRDENNNN!®
Then hedidoverthe Fls

Omahds canoeran straight over
thedrop and downthefaced the Fals
in perfect form, Omahaleaning back
with hispaddle held in both hands
over hi's head. Hafway down Omaha
jammed has paddleinto the water.
Theboat lurched to therightand
snapped around upstream. 1t hungfor
asecond, suspended vertically against
the plummetingfroth of the giant wa
terfall.

Incredibly, ascant second away
frominescapablecollisonwith the
bruteforced Nature, Omahahed
caught an eddy!

Then Omahapeeled out and
dropped. Hiscanoehit the ungodly
churning mael stromat the bottom of
the American Fallsand disappeared.
Omahain hisorangelifejacket
recirculated once, twice. Bothtimes
heflaled hisarms, swimming, or, per-
hapswavingto us. Thetorrent sucked

hi mdown again and we saw hi mno
more. Hisempty boat flushed out ten
minuteslater and wasrecovered, in-
tact, by the Mad of theMigt.

Omahds body was gone.

After thepolicefinished question-
ing uswe made our way back to
McBride-Omaha Headquarters. We
loweredthe flag to half-staff and set
towork gettingrid of thetwenty
casesdf Keystonestockpiledin
Omahds office. We neededtodrink
it beforethe brewer reclamedit, and
we needed totdk our way through
thetragedy. Wedecided that
Omahds gestureto Arden tran-
scended romance. Weagreedthat his
fina whitewaterr un had been truly
magnificent,aspectacular,heroic de-
mise. But wewerestuck on theques-
tion of whether to grant Omeahacredit
for afirst descent.

McBride wasadamant. "In order
toget creditfor afirst descent you
havetosurvive. It's mandatory. If
you dieontheway down it doesn't
count."

Chopper violently disagreed. "He
lived. Hewasdiveat thebottom. We
saw him waveto uswhile hewasget-

ting trashed. That man madethefirst
open boat descent of NiagaraFdls
and hedeservesall thecreditinthe
world."

| tried to placatethem. “Take a
middleground. Give him creditfor
running the rapid, but not for finishing
theriver." But reasoningwiththem
wasliketryingto reasonwith a couple
of rutting bucks. After awhilel gave
up and went back towork on Omahas
beer.

We put Omahds canoe up on
blocksin thelobby, and spray-painted
aeulogy onthehull. Itread:

KENNETH OMAHA
1951-19%4
DRINKER, BOATER, MARKSMAN,
LOVER
CQLASSSIX QUY

Wealsofoundasilver lininginthe
cloud. Onedf thetouristshad a
camcorder and captured Omahasfi-
nal r un onvideotape. Wesent it df to
Keysone. They're goingto releaseit
asanother commercid. Any day now
they should ddliver the next shipment
o beer.

Guidelines for Contributors

The editorial staff of American Whitewater carefully reviewsdl|
material submitted for publication. We are particularlyinterested
in receivingfull length featurearticles, conservation and club news,
articlespertainingto whitewater safety and short, humorous
pieces.

Articlesshouldfit our established format;
that is, they should be stylistically pattered to
fit into our Features, AWA Briefs, Conservation
Currents, Safety Lines, Big Swimsor End Notes
sections. Exceptional photographs and
whitewater cartoons areal so welcomed.

If possiblearticles should be submitted us-
ing Wordperfect 50 on a5 1/4" singlesided
flexibledisc. Pleaseusethestandard
Wordperfect default settings; do not alter the
marginor spacing parameters. Send a printed
copy of thearticleaswell.

Those without accessto a word processor
may submit their articles neatly typed and
doublespaced.

Photosshould be submitted intheform of
color or black and white prints. Keepyour
originals and send usduplicatesif possible; we
can not guaranteethe saf e return of your pic-
tures. If you want usto return your pictures,

includeasdlf addressed stamped envelope
withyour submission. If you havedlides,itis
best to have prints madeand to mail these in-
stead. Because we publishin black and white,
photoswithalot of contrast work best.

AmericanWhitewater Featurearticles
should relateto some aspect of whitewater
boating. Pleasedo not submit articles pertain-
ing to seakayaking or flatwater. The best fea-
tures haveadefiniteslant... or theme. Theyare
not merely chronol ogical recountingsof river
trips.

Open the story with an eye catchinglead,
perhaps by tellingan interestinganecdote. Dia
logue should be used to heighten the reader's
interest. Don' just tell usabout theriver...tell
usabout the peopleon theriver... develop
them ascharacters. Feature articlesshould not
bewritteninthestyleof alocal club newslet-
ter.

If you are writing about a commonly
paddledriver, your story should betold froma
unique perspective. Articlesabout difficult, in-
frequently paddled or exotic riversare given goe
cial consideration Featurestoriesdo not have
to beabout a specificriver. Articlesabout pad-
dlingtechniques, the river environment and river
personalitiesar e also accepted. Piecesthat in-
corporate humor ar e especially welcome.

Dont beafraidtolet your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to pokealittlefun at
panr=elL.. and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only whenitisab-
solutely necessary to effectively tell astory;itis
not our intent to intentionally offend our more
sensitive membersand readers.

Pleasecheck all facts carefully, particularly
those regardingindividuals, government agen-
ciesand corporationsinvolvedin river access
and environmental matters. Youarelegaly re-
sponsiblefor theaccuracy of such material.
Makesure namesare spelled correctly and river
gradientsand distancesar e correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion of
the editorstofit our format, length and style.
Expect to see changesin your article.

The American Whitewater Affiliation isa
non-profit volunteer organization;the editors
and contributors to American Whitewaterar e
not reimbursed. W
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