Adventurev f:un servationvic cmfﬂafewv River Stories [95 NewsSTaniiPrice ==

Races, A
astivals! W

MOROCCO,
KAYAKING



DAGGER. BUILT ON THE BELIEF THAT
YOU CAN DNLY
CREATE SOMETHING . CUTTING-EDGE

WHAT

THE EDGE

ACTUALLY LOOKS LIKE.




amercen whltewater

=

e p a r t m e n t s Journal of the American Whitewaler

Yolema X1, Mo.2

FOMUM o “+ " F e at ur e s

H ASad Farewell

Black Canyon o the Gunnison
LEtters v 6
Events 12 Searching for Water:
B 2001 Season Takes Hold A Morocco Kavaking Adventure
B New NOWR Logo Arrives by Dunbiar Hardy > e

® New School, Flips, Tips & Tricks

DIreCtor's CU..vvvvevveriiieeiineeninneesrnes 20
by Rich Bowers
CONSEIVALION & uurreiresveiirreerssninnnnneees 54

B Whitewater Accident on the LaGrande Canyon of the
Nisqually River, WA

B How Much Wood Does a Paddler Chuck?

B Stripmine/Power plant threatens West Virginia's
Middle Fork River and Otter Creek

B Hydropower Relicensing in western North Carolina Cheated on the Cheat Canyon
LTl by V. Star Mitchell
ACCESS  wevrreaeesrrarrenieareeieaeenns 63 Survivor Episode 3

e ]

B Boaters Beat Mountain States Legal Foundation!

m_Cautious Ootimism for Gail Norton The Lyon King
by Bobby “Zoncdogg™ Miller - 50
SafEty F sy rFEExssBETEAIRE T VR IEEANEEARE RN R Eg A notha’ Perq)ectlve

B River Accidents, June 29 - December 31, 2000, by Jessie Townsdin 3¢

N L Y40 (o= P — 84 i

B’ The Friend from Hell
H Riding the Bull
M Old Guys Acting Young

[ ] B Biace Cenyon of the Gunnison, Photo by Dunbar Hardy®:
TERTTE01 WTeel) Photo by Tanya Shuman®;

BriefS e o B89 [ier1 usidier photo by Dunbar Hardy©

= North Branch Potomac Releases -

Publication Title: American Whitewater
Issue Date: March/April 2001

- T T T - . 7 Statement & Freguency: Published bimonthly
1 ‘ :? Authorized Organization's Name and Address:
wnllEWEIEr Lu“e Tmu hlﬂ A TLI I LIS LY 9'4 American \\';ii?\i'zatern
P.0). I 636

Margretville, NY 12455
= e

American Whitewater v March « April 2001



A Sad Farewell

Afew months ago Rich Bowers, Executive
Director and former Conservation Director
of American Whitewater, told ushewould be
resigning in April. After being an important
part of our organization for almost tenyears,
Richwill be moving to the Pacific Northwest
where his wife Stephanie has been named
Development Director of Western Washing-
ton University.

While thisisa terrible loss for American
Whitewater, it isawonderful opportunity for
Rich and Stephanie to pursue new opportu-
nities and grand adventures in on our west-
ern shores. Movingcan beastraumatic asthe
lossd aclosefamily member. Forthosed us
who have come to know Rich and work with
him for the past ten years, thislossis magni-
fied by the fact that it will bevery difficult to
findsomeone talented enoughtofollowin his
footsteps.

When Rich first arrived at American
Whitewater we had already been in existence
for over thirty years, first asaloose collection
of whitewater clubs from around the coun-
try, then as a bona-fide boating organization
incorporated as a formal entity, in, o al
places, the State of Missouri. In those early
years, Directorswould get together for meet-
ingsthat included an overly-generoussupply
o beer, loud arguments, and occasionaly
some pushingand shoving. Thereweretimes
whentheorganizationwas sodestitutethat it
wasaforegone conclusion thatitwould cease
to exist.

By some miracle, Pete Skinner, Pope Bar-
row, and others managed to keep AW solvent.
American Whitewater volunteers wrote the
playbook on using the dam relicensing pro-
cess to obtain whitewater releases. When
some400 damscameupfor relicensinginthe
"Class o 93," it became obvious that there
wasnoway that volunteerscould handlethis
amount of work. Enter Rich Bowers, our first
Conservation Director and full-time em-
ployee.

For the next three years, working out of
Washington, D. C., Rich tore into hydro-
power relicensing like awest Texastornado,
whirling aroundthecountry fromone project
toanother, making surewe had apresencein
every major relicensing important to boat-
ers. Itdidn't matterif itwerethe Penobscotin
Maine, the Nisqually in Washington State, or
theTallulah in Georgia, Richwasthere chal-
lenging public utilities, meeting boaters, and
building partnerships with constituencies
that could help carry the enormous load o
relicensing. During histenure, AW becamea
Steering Committee member of the Hydro-

flower Reform Codlition in Washington, D.
i., and Rich played adominant rolein devel-
nping new policy initiatives for hydropower
seform within the Federal Energy Licensing
Commission.

A tall man and naturally gre-
garious, Rich cut animposing fig-
urewhen dealing with public util-
riy officials. He had the critical
thinking skills to challenge their
dogma and set them back on their
fieelswhen it was appropriate. His
rictories on the Tallulah and
Nisqually were monumental. But
in hisearly yearsit washis ability
‘v getlocal boaterstoorganizethat
wwas themark of his valueto Ameri-
ran Whitewater. Even though AW
fiad beenaround for many years, it
was Rich Bowers who raised the
profile of the organization to the
point where other people, not just
boaters, Started to take notice of
ivho we are and what we do. In
f994hewasthe firstrepresentative
nftheboating community to estify
in frontofthe FERC ataroundtable
{9 determinetheCommission’'sau-
thoritytoorder thedecommission-
ing of dams.

SsssssEERRsEssRERReRRRERRRERRERERRRNEEEN

American Whitewater has never been a
heavily endowed organization. There are no
cushy expenseaccountsfor travelingor meals,
and there are no lavish hotel rooms or fancy
rented cars. We are an organization that is
driven by passion and commitment and we
existonthecheap. Rich Bowersaccepted this
life-style for the benefit of our cause. He
stayed with friends on the road, often sleep-
ingonsomeone's couch or floor, hisonly vice
being a gluttonous addiction to Coke.

By 1996 our Board realized that AW needed
more help if we were going to continue to
chasethewaggingtail of therelicensing dog,
so Rich was named Executive Director, with
the mission to build American Whitewater
into a cohesive, financialy stable, nonprofit
organization. Soon we had staff peoplework-
ing on conservation, access, events and
operations...giving AW a strong national
profile.

Under Rich's watchful eye American
Whitewater's membership grew significantly
and foundation grants began to flow. Rich
continuedtotravel, visiting charitable foun-
dations, attendingindustry trade shows, and
goingto AW festivals, telling peoplewhat AV
doesto preserve whitewater. It doesn't mat-
terwhereyoutravel inthewhitewaterworld,
people know who Rich Bowersisand what he
has meant to American Whitewater.

It strikesmeasstrange how thingsinlife
work out. When Rich first cameto American
Whitewater, there was no employee manual
or detailed description of what his responsi-
bilitieswereto be. But Rich had a passion for
boating and would have killed togetajobin
conservation. He has since been a tireless
workhorse. Rich's passion and vision have
made uswhat we are today and what we will
bein thefuture.

Occasionally we come across extraordi-
nary people. People who make a difference
withwhat they dowith their livesand people
who make the world a better place. Rich
Bowersisone of those rare people. Histime
at American Whitewater hasset astandard d
excellence for al o those who will follow in
hisfootsteps. Heis, quite simply, the best!

Best wishes to Rich, Stephanieand their
daughter Dannaasthey embark ontheir next
great adventure.

Tom Christopher

AW Board Member
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Sop Buying Gold!

Dear Sir,

| personally found the action recom-
mended the November/December Americar
Whitewater opposing the gold mining activ-
ity threatening the Napo River watershed to
beabit lame. While certainly commendable
to support the local C-PAN effort, the actiori
isall too North American— writealetter and
tell somebody else to take care of the prob-
lem. Amore proactive solution is not to buy
anything gold. The minersonly do our dirt)
work for us each time westep up to the sale:
counter and purchase agolden trinket. And,
yes, | recognize there are industrial uses ol
gold where the individual can have only a
marginal impact.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles Buccola

Louisville, Kentucky

Editor's reply: Sounds reasonable to me.
I, for one, do not have a single gold trinket to
my name. | spend all my extra money on
trinkets made of neoprene, gortex, Kevlar,
graphite and plastic!

Compromise...Not
Confrontation

Dear Editor,

Being an unbiased (I hope) paddier of
many years, | would like to offer my opinion
on the Virginia Chute confrontation on the
Potomac described in a recent letter to the
editor.

In the interest of everyone's safety the
rescue clinic should have pulled their ropes
as soon as they saw another group of boats
coming.

Thepaddlersshoul d havepolitely paddled
through, eddying out if possibleto thank the
rescue clinic for acknowledging them.

The rescue group should have politely
asked them to stay clear of the area where
they were practicing, (sincethey were there
first anyway).

The paddlers then could continue down
river or hang out and learn some free safety
techniques (and maybe offer a few o their
own), then play in the hole.

River relationswould have mutually im-
proved for both parties.
Good Luck
Paddle Hard, Brace Soft
Francis Mauory
Athens, GA

Hammer tothe
Hammer!

Dear Bob,

In ltaly they say "Basta," when they have
had enough. | read inyour July/Augustissue
apiece (aletter totheeditor) called 'Putting
the hammer down.' Bastal For years| have
watched, heard and read references to the
onekayak manufacturer whom theauthor of
the letter, Tom, seems not to want to men-
tion. If you're going to hammer someone |
think you should be more up front. How-
ever, perhapsthereisno need to mentionthe
name, for people like Tom have made the
controversial sexist promotion that he writes
about synonymous with the name, Riot.

| would like to put the hammer on the
hammer. Itisexactly peoplelikeTom and all
those who have complained about Riot and
Corran in particular, that have given them
exactly the image to succeed in salesto the
white water world. Why, do they do well?
Because the youth d today's boating world
(beingalarge portion o it),seesthecontro-
versy, they understand that Riot stands for
rebellion, controversial, lewd, who cares at-
titude, not following suit, and hell, if they
paddletheir boatsthey will sharethat image.
In turn that will separate them, from Tom's
crowd, righteous dude!

Tom bought a Hammer, why Tom? Be-
cause it was a good-looking boat, not! |
suggest image Tom, you bought a radical
design that you thought would set you up
with the radical look. Or did Riot have
tasteful advertising back then?

| find it ironic Tom would support Per-
ception, when they claim to be 'fuzzy' from
the drugs they supposedly took in the 70s.
Ironic that he supports Dagger when they
use extremely pretty women and teenage
girls in their full-page ads. So they have
clothes on, it's just appealing to different
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male audiences. Ironic he supports Wave
Sports, and they claim to have created the
future of the sport. Well that's alie. The
future does not exist yet, so how could you
have created it. What are they, Omnipotent?
| suppose the Harmony ad with the half-
naked male with the full breasts is OK, be-
cause he's male?

In short it seems Tom supports drug
users, tasteful sexual advertising (tasteful to
him that is), and false advertising making
statements about the impossible, but he is
against up front sexua advertising that is
distasteful tohim. Surely wearedealingwith
just preference here.

It's not that | support the Riot methods
or Riot or Corran, infact | would be happy to
see them less successful for my own sdlfish
reasons. Theonly way that'sgoingto happen
however isif al those who outwardly com-
plainabout Riotand Corran, toput it bluntly,
"'Shut up." Seriously, you will be passively
causing their demiseand the demise of their
image that sells so very well for them, so
much so they have not had to change their
advertising ways for years. While | do not
suppose Riot and or Corrans thoughts d
women based solely ontheir advertising, | do
guess they are clever marketers.

The only thing that will stop Riots style
d advertising, isto stop feeding in to their
image. If you say nothing, then in time they
will goaway, but what arethechancesof that,
Tom? You would have a better chance d
selling that hammer, good luck!

Oh well, at |east we have the Riot image
to discover the dos and don'ts of the white
water businessworld. Wewill do our best to
beandact totheopposite of Riot and win our
clients on performance and honesty. | only
hope that works haf as well as Riots image
which isbacked and supported by even those
who do not like them. Ironicisit not?

Peter Spiers
Bliss-stick kayaks
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Please Bl this carefally HENI sending us vour
articles and photos! Thisisavolunteer publication.
please cooperate and help us out. Do not send us
your material without a release - signed by all
authors and photographers (ateched)!!!

Theeditoria staff of American Whitewater care-
fully reviewsall material submitted for publication.
We are particularly interested in receiving full-
length feature articles, conservation and club news,
specia event announcements, articles pertaining to
whitewater safety and short, humorous pieces.

Articles should fit our established format; that
is, they should bestylistically pattered tofitinto our
Features, AW Briefs, River Voices. Conservation
Currents, Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes sec-
tions. Exceptiona photographs and whitewater car-
toons are also welcomed.

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-112-inch computer disk. (MicrosoftWord if pos-
sible - others accepted.) Please do not alter the
margins or spacing parameters: use the standard
default settings. Send a printed copy of thearticleas
well.

Those without access to aword processor may
submit their articles typed. Please double space.

Photos may be submitted as slides, black or
white prints, orcolorprints. Keepyourorlglnalsand

Guidelines for Contributors

B uS duplicates if possible: we SEENS ZUATAT-
tee the safe return of your pictures. If you il us
to return your pictures, include a self-addressed
stamped envelopewith your submission. Because
we publish in black and white, photoswith alot of
contrast work best.

American Whitewater feature articles should
relateto some aspect ofwhitewater boating. Please
do not submit articles pertaining to sea kayaking
or flat water. The best features have a definite
slant... or theme. They arenot merely chronologi-
cal recountings o river trips.

Open thestory with an eye-catching lead, per-
haps by telling an interesting anecdote. Dialogue
should be used to heighten the reader's interest.
Don'tjust tell usabout theriver... tell us about the
people on theriver... develop them as characters.
Feature articles should not bewritten in the style
o aloca club newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonly paddled
river, your story should be told from a unique
perspective. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic rivers are given special consid-
eration. But wearealso interested inwell written,
unusual articles pertaining to Class III and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
about aspecific river. Articlesabout paddling tech-
nlques theriver environmentand river personall-

ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate
humor are especially welcome. Open boating and
rafting stories are welcome.

Don't be afraid to let your personality shine
through and don't be afraid to poke a little fun at
yourself ... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it is abso-
lutely necessary to effectively tell astory; it is not
our intent to offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check al facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, gov rnment agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. You are legally respon-
siblefor theaccuracy of such material. Makesure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion of the
editorstofit our format, length, and style. Expect
toseechangesinyourarticle. /fyou don't want us
toedityour article, don't sendif toud Because of
our deadlines you will not be able to review the
editorial changes we make prior to publication.

American Whitewater is nonprofit; theeditors
and contributorstoAmerican Whitewafer are not
reimbursed. On rare occasions, by prearrange-
ment, professional writers receive a small hono-
rarium when they submit stories at our request.
Generally, our contributors do not expect pay-
ment, since most are members of AW, which isa
volunteer conservation and safety organization.

||.|.|.|.|.|.|.---|.|.------a||||.---------||||r----|-|.n-o-o--oo-oocoo--o-oa

~ Release For Publication

| hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewater magazine.

B | understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors

discretion.

| understand that | will not be paid for my work.

| accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformation included in my
submission. | have not libeled or slandered any individual, corporation or

agency in thiswork.

| understand that al or some of my work may be reprinted at somefuture

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| promise that this material has not been and will not soon be published
another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are

clear and unrestricted.

| understand that once this material is printed in American Whitewafer
itmay be reprinted or reproduced inother publicationsif | wish, providing
| notify them that it has already appeared in American Whitewater.

Your gift can:

Promote whitewater safety

Support the world's leading whitewater organization

| understand that the contents of American Whitewater Magazine,

web site.

Signed

includingmy contribution, will bearchived ontheAmericanWhitewater

—
Date

and graphic artist(s).

Thisrelease must besigned by al | the contributing author(s), photographer(s)

You cansvearive forevd...
... by planning a gift for

Secure permanent access to rivers for generations to come
Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river

Will
bequests
stocks

real estate
insurance

trusts

Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, 8245 Mentor Road, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.
Please use regular first class postage....

Not certified mail.

Please direct inquiriesto Ken Ransford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800, or by e-mail at ransford@csn.net.
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Our mission is to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater (AW) is a national
organization with a membershin Consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessary-.
takes legal action to prevent river abuse.
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RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant to theguidelinespub-
lished initsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river access through private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right of public
passage on al rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resists unjustified restrictions on
government managedwhitewater riversand works
with governmentagenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, and by other means. Ameri-
can Whitewater, ( AW) provides information and
education aboutwhitewater rivers, boatingsafety,
technique and eguipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishes reports on whitewater accidents, maintains
auniform national rankingsystemforwhitewater
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rivers (thelnternational Scale of Whitewater Dif-
ficulty) and publishesand disseminatesthe inter-
nationally recognized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizessporting events, con-
testsand festivalsto raisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia (thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
in the nation), the Arkansas River Festival in
Colorado, the Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
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pal mailing address at 1430 Fenwick Lane, Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589 9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.
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of this publicafion.

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of American
Whitewater are those o the individual authors. They do not necessarily
represent those of the Directors o American Whitewater or the editors

On occasion American Whitewater publishes officia organizational
policy statements drafted and appreved by The Board of Directors. These

pollcy statements will be clearly identified.
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» H. Abbot, Events Manager

By Jayne

The 2001 Season TakesHold

It's been busy around here at the American Whitewater Events
Officeastheseason seemsto beabout ready tokick intofull steamand
it's only January. Looking ahead to the spring, it's going to be an
incredible new year for the sport of freestyle kayaking. NOWR has
been busy adding new events to its menu (see the schedule for
specifics) aswe seek to expand the possibilities for local kayakersto
participate in the competitive end of the sport. In early April, the
calendar is chock full of events, from high profile competitions like
the US Freestyle Team Trials, Kern and New River Rodeos to the 2™
Annual Tennessee Paddle—Racefor the Obed and 3 Annual Tallulah
Festival, among many other new and existing events.

TEVA OREGON CUP

The Oregon Cup is set to take off this year on May 5-12 with
$20,000 in cash and prizes provided from Teva, the events title
sponsor. The event has been redesigned to include raft racesand a
boaterX downriver race and is expected to take the west coast by
storm. TheeventwindsuponMay 12with a supreme party and awards
ceremony, videos, live music, outdoor industry manufacturer booths
and special guestsrepresentinglocal environmental groups, all cour-
tesy of Teva

The event supports American Whitewater's Northwest Rivers
Conservation and Access Fund, Pacific Rivers Council and Boy Scout
Troop 252. 1n 2001, the event will be supporting alobbying effort in
the Oregon Legislature aswell.

$20,000 Cash and Prizesto be awarded include $10,000 for pro
kayakers, $5,000 for pro raftersand $5,000 in merchandise to other
classes. For more information on the event, go to www.okcc.org.
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v Theinaugural OcoeeWhitewater
Games will be held on Tennessee's
Ocoee River between Cleveland and
Ducktown on May 17-20,2001. For
the first time ever, American
Whitewater's Ocoee Rodeo and the
United States Whitewater Slalom Team Trials will be held simulta-
neously onthesameriver venueasoneall-star event. Thislate-spring
competition will ensure warm weather and exciting whitewater for
spectators as well as the expected 300-400 athletes who will be
competing for prestigious spots on the U.S. National Whitewater
Slalom Team and/or National titles, pointsand a$5,000 cash pursein
the whitewater rodeo competitions asthe first of four eventsin the
Gorge Whitewater Series.

Just downstream, the U.S. Whitewater Slalom Team Trialswill pit
current Olympians against other top up-and-coming athl etesas each
man, woman, and junior vie for a spot on the prestigious World
Championship team. Cutting edge boat design and precise control
and speed challenge the concept of man vs. nature through twenty
slalom gates. The winners, making up the U.S Team, will return to
compete on the Ocoee September 21-23 in whitewater's premier
event, the prestigious Slalom World Championships.

The event is co-produced by American Whitewater and
OcoeeWhitewater.com, a project of the Copper Basin Economic
Development Association (CBEDA). For more information, go to
www.ocoeewhitewater.com.

IGORGE

WWHITEWATER SERIES
Takes Professional Kayaking to the Next Level

Agiant step wastaken thiswinter for whitewater kayakers across
the country. American Whitewater and Octagon Marketing, owner
of the Subaru Gorge Games, have created the Gorge Whitewater
Series. The Series is the extension of last year's highly successful
Outdoorplay Freestyle Championshipsand will be comprised o four
professional whitewater kayaking events held around the country.
The Serieswill culminatein thechampionship crowning event at the
2001 Subaru Gorge Gamesin Hood River, Oregon, in July. Thetotal
cash purse for the Series is $32,500 made up of a $5,000 purse
availableat each of theearlier events, $10,000 availableat the Gorge
Gamesand $7,500 availablefor theoverall champions. Purseswill be
divided between pro men and women competitors.

Each event in the Series will offer competitors and spectators
alike a variety of kayaking disciplines, including extreme racing,
down river racing, down river freestyleand holeriding freestyle. The
Series events will include the following:

Ocoee Whitewater Games May 18-20
Potomac Whitewater Festival June 1-3
Animas River Days June 8-10

Subaru Gorge Games July 14-22

"Weare extremely excited to beinvolved with the Gorge Games,"
said Rich Bowers, Executive Director of American\Whitewater. "Gain-
ing national attention for river conversation issues is American
Whitewater's mission and working with the Gorge Games team will
be very rewardingfor our members and the paddling community in
general."

"We saw this as an excellent opportunity to expand the Subaru
Gorge Game's involvement with the sport of kayaking and support
American Whitewater's efforts in river conservation,” commented
Rufus Frost, Director of Adventure Sports for Octagon. "We liked
what Outdoor Play started last year and saw it as a great fit for our
plansto build a series of feeder eventsin each Subaru Gorge Games
competitive category.”

The Gorge Whitewater Series welcomes the support of our na
tional promotional partners; Hooked on the Outdoors and Paddler
Magazine, as well as premier industry sponsor Lotus Designs. In
addition, loca marketing plans are being drafted to ensure that
everyone knows when the Gorge Whitewater Series is coming to
town.

Octagonisthesportsand entertainment division o thelnterpublic
Group of Companies (NYSE:IPG), oned theworld's largest advertis-
ing and marketing communicationsgroups. Octagon offers clients
marketing-led expertiseacrossall major disciplinesthat makeupthe
sports and entertainment market including athlete representation,
event management, consultancy, property representation, merchan-
dising, and TV rightssalesand production. Only threeyearssinceits
inception, Octagon employs over 1,200 people in 41 officesin 19
countries.

American Whitewater v March e April 2001



E v

£

ILE R R B R EEENEERNEEEEEEEEENEENENEENENNEREE RN NN EEEEENENNEERENNNENENENRERENRNNENNERNNNNENNH. ]

After two months and nearly
twodozenentriesthe new NOWR
logo makes is ready to make it's
mark on freestyle kayaking. Tom
Palmer, thekayakingfarmerfrom
Schooley's Mountain, New Jer-
sey, submitted the winning de-
sign.

Tomis52yearsold, livesona
farmand considersthe Tohickon
his home river, but frankly ad-
mits to hanging out with Ken
SandersandfriendsattheRiver's

NEW NOWR LOGO ARR

End near Ohiopyle, PAwhen there

is good water. T s favirile play e

river isthe Upper Y ough, whether
he's playing it or it's playing him.
Tom isan artist and hasother logo
works within_the industry, the

VES! =&

Jeff Goold

Joey Hall
Charles Hall
Eetu Ahtiainen
Brenda Ernst
Kasey Moore

"WS" logo for ¥ Sport-Tom s
abigsupporter of American White-
water and hasagreed to donate his
logo winnings ($200) to American
Whitewater's conservation pro-
grams. THANK YOU TOM!
Tomisavailablefor customlogo

Marna Powell
Brandon Bassett
Sean Beyer
Matt Hasenbalg

E- ma|I theeventsoffloefor more
info amwwevents@aol.com or
call Tom directly 908-852-5934
(daytimeonly).

Thanksto Tom and to al the
other logo contest entrants:

hl‘m SLﬁnnI._H.TPSlT‘tPS & Tricks e« Edited by Sam Drevo
Solat Wheels

[ —
by Eric Southwick

Asplat wheel isacartwheel wherethe hull o the boat isagainst
theupstreamsurfacedf asolid object likearock. Beforeattempting
a splat wheel you must be able to recognize splat rocks and its
surroundings. Thisisextremely important. Thewater surround-
ing the splat rock should be deep and the current above not too
powerful. You should be ableto differentiate between a rock that
isundercut,and onethat isnot. If you know thedifference, read on.
Otherwiseask someonewho doesso they can point out the hazards

and risks.

Approach your chosen splat rock from upstream, floating side-
ways. Asyou advance upon the rock, look for the seam linewhich is
created by the pillow. On the seam line, initiate a stern squirt with
a powerful back or forward sweep. Asthesternsinksintothe seam,
the bow will lift intotheair against the rock. Makesureto keepyour
weight forward for stabilization and rotation. Reach around for a
reverse sweep looking in the same direction you are twisting. To
complete the cartwheel, keep switching back and forward sweeps.
Usingmomentum, continuethespinningenergy inorder toperform
multiple ends.

If you do pin, roll around and pull yourself up ontherock side. If
you're on the edge of the rock, place the blade in the downstream
current and pull while wiggling your hips to set your boat free.

Splat wheels are super fun and make river running more enjoy-
able. Havefun and be safe!

Eric Southwick expcuting splal whesl Phofos by Tasya Shuman
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2001 SCHEDULE OF RIVER EVENTS

Presented by AMERICAN WHITEWATER
Celebrating whitewater rivers across the country

AMERICAN WHITEWATER FESTIVALS

Tallulah Festival April 7 Tallulah, GA Mary Beth Bundrick ~ 706-754-4318 info@tallulahfallsgeorgia.com
Tennessee Paddle 2K April 6-8 Wartburg, TN Dale Robinson 865-909-2622 daler@tennesseepaddle.com
Stoney Creek Rendezvous April 21-22 Johnstown, PA Steve Podratsky 814-266-9595 spodratsky@aol.com

French Broad River Festival May 11-13 Asheville, NC Chris Donochod 828-236-1209 www.frenchbroadriverfest.com
Salmon River Whitewater Festival July 7-8 Pulaski, NY Dan Murn 315-Z98-6475 dmurn@pacs.cnyric org
Black River Festival July 28-29 Watertown, NY Chris Kol 315-652-8397 cko11i234@aol.com
Deerfield Festival August 4 Charlemont, MA Mike Coleman coiemanm@beaconarch.com
"Don't Call This a Festival River Rendezvous™ September1-2 Belfort, NY/Beaver River Chris Koll 315-652-8397 ckot112340aol.com

Gauley Festival September 22 Summersville, W Phyllis Horowitz 914-586-2355 whiteh2o@catskill.net

Russell Fork Rendezvous October 1-8 Haysi, VA Brent Austin 859-278-2011 surfin@kymtnnet.org

Moose River Festival October 13 ? Old Forge, NY Chris Koll 315-652-8397 ckofl1234@aol.com

Gorge Whitewater Series, in partnership with American Whitewater - $32,500 Pro Cash Purse!
Amulti-disciplinary event series crowning the best paddlers in the country! Overall winners purse of $7,500!

(Ocoee Whitewater Games ($5,000) May 18-20 Ducktown, TN American Whitewater Events 828-645-5299 www.ocosewhitewater.com
(Potomac Whitewater Festival ($5,000)  June 1-3 Great Falls, VA Pervis Major www.potomacfest.com
(Animas River Days ($5,000) June 8-10 Durango, @ Four Corners Riversports 970-259-3893  info@riversports.com
(Subaru Gorge Games ($10,000) July 14-22 Hood River, OR Subaru Gorge Games ~ 541-386-7774 Www.gorgegames.com

American Whitewater Cascade Series
Aseries of premier level races from mild(er) to wilder held across the country.

Tennessee Paddle - Race for the Obed ~ April 7 Wartburg, TN David Benton 865-220-0956 dbenton@icx.net

Canyon Creek Extreme Race May 9 Clark County, WA Keith Jensen 503-285-0464 acks@teteport.com

French Broad River Race May 12 Asheville, NC Chris Donochod B2H-236- 1214 W ITIRC Do v asLCom
Great Falls Race June 2 Great Falls, VA wany polomaciest com
Colorado Creekin’ Festival June 23-24 Durango, G Taylor Beavers iT0-385-5750 tylorbeaversiahotmail

Black River Race July 28-29 Watertown, NY Chris Koll J15-652-8357 clol KM @Eanl com

Gore Canyon Race August 23-25 Kremmling, GO Paul Tefft Ir0-923-3055 gl Bl g s o s Lo
Animal Upper Gauley Race September 24 Summersville, W Donnie Hudspeth sl R e B Pesd@peranh net

Ohiopyle Falls Race Sept/Oct ? Ohiopyle, PA American Whitewater 3015888453 ey amaricamshitesater ang
Russell Fork Race October 6 ? Haysi, VA Brent Austin G06-2T8-20M surfin@ineminned.org

Moose River Race October 13 ? Old Forge, NY Chris Koll 31 5-652.83097 clool i M@l oo

RiversLiv 2001 NOWR Series- Presented by American Whitewater

San Diego Paddle Surf Festival March 31 - April 1 La Jolla, CA Preston Holmes B58-£53-2200 [ #id fii
Gilman Falls Rodeo April 14 Old Town, ME Peter Lataille 07 -BE2- 252 Creak
Styrofoam Cup Intercollegiate Reg. Champ April 14-15 Bryson City. NC Will Leverette B28-TT1-3770 tyrodoar
open to college students and juniors only

Kern River Festival/Teva Cup ($2.000 purse) April 20-22 Kernvitle, CA Terry Valle 818-340-3083 tvalle@ix.netcom.com
Tariffville Whitewater Rodeo April 21 Tariftville, CT Michael Phelan 413-748-3469 mpriverbaol.com
Trinity River Freestyle Rodeo April 28-29 Big Flat, CA David Steinhauser 530-623-6293 splash@trinityrrverrafting.com
New River Rodeo April 28-29 McCoy, VA Chris Smith email only chris@riversway org
Teva Oregon Cup / May 5-12 ($20,000 in Cash and Prizes)

Maupin Daze May 5-6 Maupin, OR Dave Slover 541-395-2201 allstar8teleport.com
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Northwest River Supplies, Inc..

=

. 800.635.5202

Sﬁliﬁﬂ slaer

Our goal isto build and
distribute gear that allows you to
engage the hYdraulic world, fully and
without hesitation. "

e-mail: nrs@nrsweb.com

on line: www.nrsweb.com

on earth: 2009 S. Main ST
Moscow, ID 83843




Boater and Rafter Xcross May 7 Maupin, OR

Canyon Creek Kayak & Raft Extreme Race May 9 Clark County, WA

Bob's Hole Rodeo & Raft Slalom  May 11-12 Estacada, OR
Coosa River Whitewater Festival May 11-13 Wetumpka, AL
Wyoming Whitewater Championship May 26-27 Jackson Hole, WY
Wenatchee River Rodeo May 27 Leavenworth, WA
Bigfork Whitewater Festival June 1-3 Bigfork, MT
Boise County Throwdown June 8-10 Boise, @
Headwaters Championship / FIBARK June 14-17 Salida. GO
Colorado Creekin’ Festival (waterfall rodeo) June 23-24 Durango, GO
Skyfest July 7-8 Index, WA
Black River Rodeo (non-pro only) July 28 Watertown. NY
Wausau Freestyle Kayak Championship ~ August 25-26 Wausau, Wi
Ottawa River Rodeo September 1-2 Bryson, QB
Canyon Doors Rodeo September 25-26  Fayetteville, WV
Kootenay Rodeo Cancelled
Get Yer Boat Salty Surf Contest October 20-21 Oakland, CA

OTHER EVENTS

Futaleufu River Appreciation Festival

March 2-3

Futaleufu, Chile

IR Triple Crown/US Freestyle Team Trials March 31-April 7 NC and TN
Cheat River Festival and Race May 4-6 Albright, WV
Mountain Sports Festival June 1-3 Asheville, NC
World Freestyte Championships June 25-Julyl  Sorte, Spain
American River Festival September 7-9 Placervifle, CA
Export A - A Whitewater Rodeo Challenge October 6-77 Bryson, QB

1TH AviviUAL

Hat Springs, NC
May 11-13, 2001

FRENCH BROAD /4

It

DIVER FESTIVAL GO

Event to Benefit AWA & Manna Food Bank

FAYAE Abvi (AL POELE PUN-RATT PACC-SILENT AUCTIRY
PATTLC-YIPEOS-WHTTCWATCR (LiniC-TOM-GEAR-Liv T MUSIC

At least 10 Bands featuring THE BLUE RAGS,
CHUCK BRODSKY, THE HOLIDAY RAMBLERS
And Many Morel MUSIC Starts Friday at 5:00!
OC-1 Clinic with WORLD CHAMPION ELI HELBERT

For Info Cdl (828) 236-1209 or 253-4011 or
Check out our website for registration, ticket & Band info

WWW._FrenchBroadRiverFest. COM

Dave Slover
Keith Jensen
Keith Jensen
Lonnie Carden
Aaron Pruzan
Chris Joosse
Mike Dezanni
Sam Goff
Susan Dempgey
Taylor ieamems
Julie Albright
Nancy Weal
Julie Walraven
Paul Sevcik

541-395-2201
503-285-0464
503-285-0464
334-272-0952
307-733-2471
206-484-1274
406-892-2674
208-368-9837
719-539-4686
970-385-5750
206-782-4566
315-788-2538
715-845-5664
416-222-2223

Backeountry Ski & Sports 304-574-4005

Elaine Baden

Jodie Deignan

Kerry Manier

Livis Rabaneda

Paul Sevcik

510-893-7833

Penstock Productions LLC ~ 828-268-0676

304-329-3621

416-222-2223

allstar@teleport.com
acks@teleport.com
acks@teleport.com
knewton@beilsouth.net
jacksonholekayak@wyoming.com
chrisjo@wolfenet.com
bigforkwhitewater@hotmail.com
W boisecountythicedown org
misan@amigo.nel 0
larphor heavirabdal i Codi
[ES@U.WasTIMgom.equ
fishinsp@hotmail.com
design@dwavenet
paul@equinoxadventures.com

www.hcski.com’

CalKayak@aol.com

info@futafriends.org
www.penstockproductions.com
foc@cheat.org
www.mountainsportsfestival.com
WWw. rocroi.com/wwcfreestyle
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We'll teach
you the skills
you need to

~ handle emer-
2 gencies on the
river. Our
courses are
held all over
North
Americaand
around the
world. Call or
log on for the
course nearest
you.

When only
the best will

1.|1'|.




14" Annual
New River Rodeo

April 28 & 29, 2001

Competitor check-in: April 27, 6:00pm

Location:
New River, Big Falls Rapid, outside of Blacksburg, VA

All ages and skill [evels welcome!
Senior, Junior, Masters
Beginner, Sport, Expert, Pro
Hole Riding and Squirt Competitions

For information, email:

chris@rversway.org

' An American Whitewater Fundraiser

* Tons of Outdoor Gear
v Live Entertainment

v Kids Area

» Silent Auction

Call (304} 329-3621 or information about
he Cheat River Festivalor visit us at wiw.Chealorg |, Soum e 2sonermiers
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For information and to register online 8
www.potomaciest.com |
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Ocoee Wl'titewater Games

(TN) Ma'gr'z1 8-20
Potomac Whitewater Festival
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WERNER PREMIUM WHITEWATER PADDLES

The most complete line of Premium Carbon
and Fiberglasskayak paddles.




Final Cut

By Rich Bowers

After nine plus years, this is my fina
article as Executive Director for American
Whitewater. Following a long-held dream to
liveasafamily in the West, my family and |
aremovingto Bellingham, Washington, home
to the San Juan Islands, Mt. Baker, and the
entire undiscovered territory (for me) that
makes up British Columbia. My wifewill be
working at Western Washington University,
and |, amazingly, find myself the "trailing
spouse,” free to paddle, ski (or board if my
daughter has her way),and generally makea
nuisance of myself in a new area.

Looking back over the past near-decade of
activity, | am proud to have been a part o
what American Whitewaterhasaccomplished.
When | started with American Whitewater in
early 1992, | wastheonly full-time employee
in our history. Today, we have ten full and
part-time paddlersworking on rivers, access,
and events, and we expect to increasethisin
the coming months. In 1992, our member-
shipwasjust hitting the 2,000 mark, and has
grown to more than 8,000 today. Back then,
American Whitewater received no support
fromenvironmental foundations. Today, our
successful work of restoring rivers generates
foundation support for nearly one quarter of
our annua revenue. Early on, American
Whitewater was a small annoyance to a few
developers. Today, the organization and our
membership are seen as a major force for
river restoration, and the leaders in river
access.

American Whitewater was a successful
conservationvoicelong beforel got here. But
our ability to address river issues expanded
dramatically whenwehired full-time experts
like Rich (Rainey) Hoffman, John Gangemi,
and Jason Robertson. If you look at the his-
tory of river conservation inthiscountry,you
will seethe hand of paddlers inalmost every
issue. If you look at whitewater river efforts,
you will see employees;, membersand volun-
teersfrom American Whitewater fully repre-
sented. American Whitewater’s legacy of river
restoration over the past nineyears hasbeen
incredible, and | am very happy to have been
apart o this.

At the 1992 Gauley Festival board meet-
ing (my first as an employee), the directors
voted unanimously to establish acommittee
to address the growing problem with river
access. Thisledtothepublishingof the Ameri-
can Whitewater River Access Policy in 1996,
and the start of our current River Access
Program. As predicted then, access remains
oned the higgest prioritiesimpacting river
users and our Access Program has become a
cornerstone o our mission and goals.

What was truefor whitewater in 1992 is
true now:

*“Rivers are their own best motivator”

*“Work to develop coalitions among all

river users"

*" everagethe hell out of everyonewho

can help us reach our goals’

These beliefs, stated in my first article as
an employee, have shaped our efforts over
the years and we have been enormously
successful in reaching the goalswe have set
for ourselves. Especidly the third point.
Over the years, American Whitewater has
been ableto"leverage the hell" out of devel-
opers, agencies, river managers, volunteers,
and others. The result is better river flow,
improved access, new runs, improved local
economic growth, and the understanding
by al that paddlers are an effective and
dramatic benefit for rivers. While | have
playedapartinthis, itisour board, staff, and
volunteers that turned this into a reality.

Iwanttothank everyonefor allowing me
to have the best job in theworld! It's been
a pleasure to work with American
Whitewater, first because we got so much
done, but equally due to the great people |
have met andworkedwith, thegreat experi-
ences|'veenjoyed, and thegreat riversthat
| have been involved with. Inall of my time
at American Whitewater, | have found pad-
dlersto be the very best of people. Honest,
driven, precise, and committed. It hasbeen
areal pleasure to work with al of you, and
to represent you on so many important
efforts.

Unmatchaed v i
Guiding, ;
Service and
Value...

Check ourr =
Website #&r =
Details ﬁ

Before signing off, there are a few people
who played a key role in setting me on my
course. | need to thank each o my board of
directors, who, to a man or woman, are the
most dedicated, focused, and rabid river people
| have ever met. To my staff, whoarethe most
effective river crusaders | know, who have
been just a great team, and with whom |
enjoyed every working (boating and skiing)
day. | want to recognize the efforts of Pete
Skinner and Pope Barrow whointroduced me
to hydro work and my role as Conservation
Director, and whose cantankerous style with
developers(I'mbeing nicehere) paved my way
for so many early victories.

Finaly, | want to thank Pope Barrow for
being my mentor in those early years, and for
continuing to set the bar for river conserva-
tion. When | think of great river people, |
think of Pope's singular focus, hisunwavering
work ethicfor rivers, and hisability to quickly
determine the right course o action. Pope
breathes, drinks, and lives rivers, and he is
dedicated to making sure everyone one else
lives rivers too! Thanks, Pope, for your help,
guidence, humor, and ahility to keep thefun
in rivers.

When first hired, | said that "Asafather, |
havearesponsibility to my daughter to guar-
antee that she has the same or greater (pad-
dling) opportunities, whether she decides to
use them or not." Thanks to the efforts of so
many, | leave believing that we made a differ-
ence, that rivers are better for our work, and
that we had alot of fun doing this!

SYOTR.

immerse yourself in Costd Rical

g+ November - December - January
a Fr Intermediate, Advanced and Expert
Trips

“Contact Phil Coleman at 888 513 2808

rforestw@sol.racsa.co.cr
www.rforeshrv.com

RainForest World
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WHEN YOU

Rhyme with

A LITTLE
BREATHING the River
Foom Whiteweater Series
\ MAE - 406 M
Prodea
FROM

Yokerz!™ ZrdWind™ AsPok” are registered hodemarks of Yokerz LOC, Fugena, Oregan.
Chek your outdoor and poddle sports stores or an the insamet ot www. yokorz.com
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wave and hole sUffing; Cimsy ¥ wipes—
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PAPPA JOHN CREACH! HI-Flstereo 55 Min.
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. l innertube rusr of Lava Falls, mitht some really wild tunes.
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me all Of thebig gnarly drops on these 4 great rivers allﬁn R
onetape! HEH stereo 43 Ml s
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' W HoWto Modify a- Sabre | |

All you need to turn a Sabre_into The hottest plastic play:boaf

in the worlal With-action footage and frilly PUITAGEOUS tunes
HI-FI stereo 4OMin.  (Appliesto most plastic boatil)
7

Toget copy, in VHS, send a check or money order Tl BOO-TR3I-4/84
for $19. 95 each, plug $4.00 shipping and handling to:

mtiadventurewear.com
SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
1808 Old Meadow Rd., Apt. 803, McLean, VA 22102
l (703) 734-8995
| ==
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"Heaven on earth iy
with adetour
through Hell

By Major Tim Kelley
AW Board Member

Phals by L
Biack Camyon Rational Park

Curtis had set a blistering pace the whole day, but | was determined to keep
up on the last carry. But when [ crested the false summit pain finally over-
whelmed pride, and 1 set my kayak down. The cramps in my shoulders and a
bruised hip had demanded a short pause. After a few minutes, | wiped the
sweal from my eves and shouldered the boat one Last time. | was physically
spent and emotionally soaring when | topped the final crest and finished the
mile plus climb up Chukar Trail. Heaven on earth with a detour through hell
best deseribed the . . . indescribable images that filled my head and dulled the
pain. For 8-1/2 hours, we had paddled, portaged and climbed 15 plus miles of
the most physically demanding terrain [ had ever “kayaked.” | had finally mage _
it down the Black Canyon of the Gunanison. > i
Curtis and | didn't talk much as we waited for the other b in our gr ] -
finish the hike. The journey seemed a blur. The Black Canyon was every bit
the challenge 1 had expected, mentally as well as physically. The run required
a level of commitment greater than any river | had done,
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e remote setting
this deep wil-
derness canyon
was just the sur-
face of the com-
mitment. The Class 111, VI,
and V rapidswere nameless
dropswith consequences
far exceeding that nor-
mally associated with their
difficulty. Sievesor si-
phonswere acommon
hazard in most rapids.
Tacklingtherunina
single day magnified all of
this. The features of the
canyon and the river were
like no place | had ever
been. Waterfalls poured
through holes cawed in
massive boulders and dis-
appeared. Boulder piles
swallowed the river whole
likeitwasatiny creek.
The giant talus, groves of
poison ivy, and mid-day
heat made the portages
pure torture. The Black
Canyon was mind bog-
gling!

Curtis Burge and John Banker had
shown me down the Black Canyonin
early September along with the "Boyz
o the Nez Perce Van." Eight is prob-
ably too large a party for this run, but
quick scouts, conservative boating, and
1,000 cfs made the run fast and for the
most part epic free. Our only close call
came when one of the Nez Perce Boyz
dropped his boat aswewere al portag-
ing the second Class V rapid.

| had finished the portage and was
in my boat waiting for John or Curtis
to give me Beta on the Class IV drop
that lurked just around the house-
sized boulder that blocked my view. |
heard a boat slam into rock and some-
oneyelled, "Grab the boat!" A few sec-
onds later the boat flushed by. | looked
to Curtis for quick beta, "Hug river-
right and catch the next eddy .. . river-
right SEIVE just below the eddy. . .
run theriver-left channel." A couple
guys had throw bags out and shore
safety set on the two-story boulder
above me. | peeled out and saw the
boat stuck in the horseshoe hydraulic
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of the 4-foot drop | was about to run. |
hesitated upon seeing the boat and lost
what little speed | had. | knew | was
going to get backendered so | went for
ascrew-up. The river godswere kind,
and | pulled it off, landing next to the
eddy. | watched the helpless boat mys-
tery in the hole and surface 3 or 4 sec-
onds later on the boil-line. Each cycle
the boat looked like it was going to
flush into the river right channel and
disappear into the sieve. | finally
nudged it off the boil-line with my bow
and nudged it into the eddy with a
hand shove as | drifted toward the river
right sieve. Making the left channel
was easier than | thought and in the
end, no harm—no foul.

Float bags and luck had saved the
boat. Itwasour only miscue that day,
but made clear how small the margin
for error wason arun this remote. It
reminded usthat the little things were
what caused problems on tripslike
this. Staying focused for the Class Vs
was easy. Fighting the complacency
brought on by fatigue adds to the dan-
gersd thisrun.

The hazards o the Black
Canyon were magnified in
1997 by Chuck Kern's
death. | met Chuck in
1989 while he was attend-
ing St. Lawrence Univer-
sity, in upstate, NY. | had
sold him a Jet and gained a
brother. (Jet: Jim Snyder
squirt boat design before
the Pro Jet, T-Bird and Big
Foot; Dancersand Lazers
still ruled the surface, and
Fun Forever was the hot-
test video.) Over the next
eight years | watched
Chuck become one o the
best paddlers in the coun-
try. Hisdeath and severa
others of 1997 put an ex-
clamation mark behind the
objective dangers o
whitewater. (SeeMar /Apr
'98 AW Journal for the de-
tails of thisaccident.)

Since Chuck's death |
.1.'; r seldom paddled without
b thinking about himin
someway. Not about his
death or the dangers of

paddling, but the pure joy we shared
paddling with each other for eight
years. Squirting the Ottawaand
Gauley from top to bottom; running
new lines on the Bottom-Bottom
Moose; doing laps on the Narrows of
the Green; my Bachelor Party on Gore
Canyon at 3,000 cfs, knowing only
where to put-in and take-out. His
death had |eft avoid much greater
than the loss of a paddling partner.

So the Black Canyon had become a
lot more than just awilderness ClassV
trip to me. Chuck's death added to my
connection with this special place.
Each time | visited the canyon, | left
wanting to discover more o its past,
more o its hidden secrets.

1969 may stir memories of Apollo
Eleven, the"Miracle Mets," or the
Beatles breakup, but my memories of
1969 are of a5year-old boy's fishing
trip with his grandpa. That wasthe
first o many tripsto the ancestral
lands of the Ute Indians they called
Tomichi, known now asthe Black Can-
yon o the Gunnison. The Canyon has
captured my attention ever since.

Grandpawas afly-fisherman. As
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soan S | could cast afly in the water
inslead of thewillows on the bank, |
graduated from grasshopper to appren-
tice flv-fisherman. The only thing
(;randpa complained about more than
hail fishermen, was Texansand taxes.
Every summer we fished the tributar-
iez of the Gunnison.

(zrzndpa was hardened by the de-
presziam of Southern Colorado's dust
howl. Hewas rough around the edges
and had abark that was more intimi-
dating than the portages in the canyon.
He was as mysterious to a young boy as
the Black Canyon itself. Each timewe
went fishing, | uncovered more o his
secrets and felt aspecial bond no one
¢lae shared. Each timel visit the can-
vor, | discover more o itsdark secrets
and {2/l deeper under its spell.

zr=ndpadied of cancer in 1991.
The summer before his death we spent
a week together reliving those magical
trips. | had orderssending me to Ko-
rea and we knew thiswould be our last
time together. Laughs, lies, and with
tears in my eyes, | said goodbye to the
man who spawned my passion for the
outdoors with afly rod and the love
nnly = grandpa and grandson can
share.

Memnories o Grandpaand those
fishing trips had surfaced when |
watched trout rise for their evening
meal in the calm pools. That evening
the =k7 had al the makings of a mag-

nificent sunset as | said goodbye
to Curtisand the boyz. | didn't
want the day to end, so | drove to
Sunset View and watched the light
show from the South Rim. The
gold ribbon o “Tomichi” traced its
path west into thesun. | smiled
remembering how Grandpa had
led me to believe the Black Can-
yon was the Grand Canyon.

| was alone, but Grandpa and
Chuck were there with mein
spirit. The brilliant colors faded to
black, and | |eft the park that
night having discovered some of
the inner canyon's secretsand re-
discovered that rivers had more to
offer than ClassV drops. The Black
Canyon will always be my Grand
Canyon.

Three weeks after the Labor
Day run and a couple of chiroprac-
tic visits later, | was back for another
one-day journey through the Black
Canyon. Thistime Scott Sullivan and
Dunbar Hardy joined me. It wastheir
first trip and secretly | hoped | would
recognize the start of the portagesand
the easiest routes through the maze o
talus and dense patches of poison ivy.
Dunbar needs little introduction to AW
readers. Heisthe paddle school direc-
tor at Four Corners Riversportsin
Durango, QO and a talented writer and
photographer who paddles the world.

Scott was one of Chuck's best
friends. They traveled together work-
ing as Technical Repsfor Perception.
They were charter members o the ro-
deo circuit. Chuck had competed in
the 1995 World Squirt Championships
in Germany and had made both the
U.S. Squirt Team and the Freestyle
Team for the 1997 Worlds. Scott was
the Squirt Team alternate and
struggled with the decision to
paddle in Chuck's place. We had
talked about it at Chuck's wake,
which was held afew days before
theWorlds. | felt, as did everyone
who knew Chuck, that he would
have wanted Scott to paddle in his
place. Scott finished ™. As Chuck
would have said, "Good one!" Scott
and | talked a lot about Chuck the
night before our run. We knew he
would bewith usin the canyon.

My first run now seemed like a

guided tour. Route finding both on
and off the river wasthe intimidation
factor thistime. The water level had
dropped to 740 cfsand | wondered how
thiswould change the rapids. | won-
dered what the names o the rapids
were. | had worn out the pages o Colo-
rado Riversand Creeks (CRCII) and
used their website,

www.kavakin8col orado.com, to access
topographical maps. | read every old
guidebook and article | could find that
mentioned the Black Canyon, and |
even posted inquiries about the rapid
names on Mountainbuzz.com.

All this produced the names of just
three rapidsand their locations. |
vaguely remembered the sequence of
the Class IV and V rapids interspersed
between my known reference points.
But by far the most important beta for
this run was knowing the best way to
portage the " unrunable" drops/sec-
tions. So much so that CRC II devoted
13 o itstext and a detailed illustration
to explaining the best way to portage
the"Unrunables." To Quote CRCII,
“The proper attitudesto havefor this
long carry are resignation and indigna-
tion—just carry and don't look back.

If you set your mind to it, it's not so
bad. The river sieves out about four
timesin the 213 of a mile below the wa-
terfall. Wasted time and a harder por-
tage will greet you if you stay at river
level and contemplate boating."

Short runable sections exist be-
tween the giant sieves that completely
swallow the river in this 213 of a mile.
Smaller sieves and siphons, however,
lay hidden throughout this section.
One of these claimed Chuck's life.

They are almost undetectable at cer-
tain levelsand many can only be iden-
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tified from downstream looking back
up river. Although we spoke little of
Chuck aswe paddled, he was with s all
day. | fdlt him in the confidencel
gained as | recognized the horizon
lines d the big drops; in the whispe-
that reminded me to keep my guard up
al day; and in thevoicethat said stap,
look, and enjoy this awesomeplace.
During thefirst major portage | ottern
set my boat down and walked to the
highest vantage to look down on the
river below. The river drops 360 feel
per milethrough the sievesand over
60-foot boulders. Words can't describe
thesightsand sounds d the earth's
basement.

My preoccupation with finding the
namesd rapids at some point changed
tofinding out all | could about the cais
yon and its history. As| paddied with
Scott and Dunbar, I'm sure my
recountings d early exploration may
have been a bit boring, but they were
polite about it and at least pretended o
listen. You have the option o foregn
ing this historical information...l
won't know. But if you skip it, you will
be missing some wild tales d wild
times indeed.

The Birth of the
Canyon

It was largely because d its unique
combination of geological features that
the Black Canyon was preserved in it
wild state. It's one d the few Colorada
canyonsthat defeated the railroads. Al
though the upper Canyon was tame
by the Gunnison Diversion Project, ev-
erything below East Portal remains a5
it was 100 years ago. Theerosion af
100 yearsin this canyon totals about
oneinch. The Park's website, http:/
www.nps.gov/blca/webvc/geology ex-
plains the basic geological history of
the canvon. The Visitors Center bonk-
store has even more and is accessihie
through the website.

A couple notes d special interest:
Pegmatite makes up al the light col-
ored bandsin the canyon walls. This
was once hot magma that forced its
wav into the cracks within the meli-
morphic rock and cooled. The Pegima-
tite in Painted Wal cooled into ths
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The Uncompahgre Utes

The Gunnison drainage was part o
the ancestral lands of the Uncompahgre
Ute Indian. They called the area
Tomichi, which roughly translated
means “land of high cliffs and planty wa-
ter.” During the spring, summer, and
fall, the Utes lived on the rim of the
Black Canyon. By hunting and gathering
the Spartan resources of the area, they
managed to narrowly escape starvation.

Working with natural resources did
nat always guarantec eléegant results.

The Utes often constructed their shelters,
called wickiups, by piling brush around a
cone of poles. Unfortunately, wickiups
looked little different from loose clumps
of brush, causing the Utes to go downin
history as “the builders of bad loclges”

shapes of bwo dragons, making it the
casiest reference point in the canyon (o
identify, Painted Wall, the highest cliff
in Colorado, marks that the worst of
the portages are over. The best camp
sites for this run are found along the
river in the shadow of Painted Wall.

What is especially intriguing about
the geology though, is that some of the
rock making up the floor of the Inner
Canyon is over 1.75 billion years old. It
is called Basement Rock because no
other rock lies below it. The Gunnison
has exposed the earth’s very soul. To
quote Ed Lucera, “a place for Soul
Boating.” The Black Canyon is more
than a majestic wilderness chasm with
Class IV-Y drops, horrendous porfages,
and poison vy that grows over 5 feet
tall. When you paddle into the Marrows
vou feel “it."

The slanting rays of sunlight
scarcely penetrate this deep and narrow
canyon's dark gray walls of schist and
gneiss, hence, "Black Canyon.” Visitors
to the rim inevitably experience vertigo
looking down. BHut that is nothing
compared to that of those on the bot-
tom looking up. The giant boulders
vl step om and boof off are
unimaginably old, and the isolation
only enhances the sense of prehistonic
times. This is intimidating and has
kept all but the most determaned from
passing through its walls,
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The Black Canyon was of no special
significance to the Utesand although
trails existed into the canyon, there is
no hard evidence of the Indiansin the
inner canyon. The Indiansdidn't even
mention the canyon to the Spanish ex-
plores.

Early Exploration
Western Colorado

Spanish explorers arrived in 1765.
CPT Jaun Maria de Riveraled asilver-
seeking expedition into the region. He
carved his name on acottonwood tree
where the Uncompahgre River joins
the Gunnison. In 1776 the
Dominguez-Escal ante expedition, seek-
ing asafer route from Santa Fe to the
West Coast missions, passed through
the area. Father Escalante made the
first detailed study o the region, but
missed the Black Canyon all together.
He found Riveras inscription near
present day Delta, CO. Father
Escalante named the Tomichi, the " San
Javier."

In 1809 two trappers, Samual
Spender and John Workman, entered
the region from the east and are cred-
ited with "discovering" the Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison. Trapping and
hunting flourished in the Gunnison
Basin until the 1840swhen European
fashions shifted to new designs.

CPT John W. Gunnison

In 1853, CPT John William
Gunnison, led his expedition through
Colorado. The expedition's mission
wasto survey between the 38 & 39t
parallels and determine the feasibility
of atranscontinental railroad along
this line. They reached the Front Range
by August and constructed a wagon
road over the “Sangre De Cristo Pass,"
present day LeVeta Pass. They then
climbed over Chochetopa Pass and
down into present day Gunnison, CO.
They intersected Tomichi Creek and
followed it to the present day Gunnison
River. CPT Gunnison mistook the
present day Gunnison River for the
Grand River (present day Colorado
River). The expedition continued west
and cut awagon road asit went. Near
Blue MesaDam, they entered the Black

Canyon. Here horses and wagons were
lowered over cliffs using ropes. After
just afew days Gunnison determined
thisimpractical and climbed out df the
canyon and passed completely around
the 90-mile obstacle.

By October the expedition contin-
ued into Utah. Gunnison split off a de-
tachment of twelve men from the main
body, and under his command left to
explore Sevier Lake. Two days|ater

Gunnison was killed along with eight
others in a morning ambush by a band
o Paiute Indians seeking revengefor
the killing of their chief. Four men
from the detachment escaped death
and made it back to the main element
of the expedition.

Gunnison had concluded that the
routes along the 38" parallel were not
suitable for atranscontinental railroad.
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The information he gathered
throughout his career was helpful in
the future development of the west.

He recommended a route along the
41" parallel he had traveled in 1850 as
the preferred route through the Rocky
Mountains. His expedition built the
first road connecting the Front Range
to the Western Slope. The river he
mistook as the Colorado was given
Gunnison's hame. The Town of
Gunnison was established in 1873, and
acounty was also named after him.

A botanist named Kreutzfeldt, who
had been on many expeditions, painted
adifferent picture of Gunnison than
one might expect. Kreutzfeldt referred
to Gunnison in his diary as"our upper-
most scoundrel," "our ass o a captain,”
"the old dog," and worse. Kreutzfeldt
was one of those killed with Gunnison.
Thiswas highlighted in"Vanguard for
Expansion, Army Engineersin the
Trans-Mississippi West 1819-1879"
written by Frank N. Schubert, US
Army Historian. | mention this not to
discredit Gunnison, but highlight
group dynamics. | have no doubt that
army captains in 1853 got along with
tree huggers about the same as they do
today. Group dynamicswere critical
for al the early explorationsdof the can-
yon. That fact remains just astrue for
trips even today.

Early Exploration of
The Black Canyon

Ferdinand V. Hayden surveyed and
mapped Western Colorado. Hayden
had also explored and surveyed the
Yellowstone region. Hissurvey, its
photographs and painting, directly im-
pacted on Y ellowstone becoming the
nation's first National Park in 1872. In
1874 the Middle Division o the
Hayden survey skirted the north rim of
the Black Canyon, establishing several
survey stations. An unidentified geolo-
gist was lowered 1000 feet into the
canyon and commented that "no man
could go further and live" The
Hayden survey believed the Canyon in-
accessible.

By August 1882, the Denver and Rio
Grande Railroad reached Cimarron. In
December the railroad sent Byron H.
Bryant to explore and survey the Black

Canyon. Bryant and his crew worked ~ Colorado lands onto an Eastern Utah

from the north starting just below
Cimarron. They expected to complete
the survey in 20 days. Climbing up
and down the few accessible gullies,
they were only able to partially com-
plete the job from the north rim be-
cause sheer cliffsand open water made
the task impossible. It took them 10
daysto move to the south rim, and all
but three of the crew quit. Bryant and
three men completed the survey by
March. The survey concluded that us-
ing the Canyon for a railway linewas
not feasible. The railway line was
routed over Cerro Summit and on to
Montrose.

Settling of the
Uncompahgre Valley

After the Meeker Massacre in 1879
by the White River Utes and the death
of Uncompahgre Chief Ouray in 1880,
the Ute Indians were forced from their

reservation. The Uncompahgre Valley
was now opened to settlement.
Montrose became atown in 1882. By
1884 demand for water far exceeded
supply. The Uncompahgre could not
irrigate 30,000 acres, much less the
100,000-acre irrigation demand the
homesteaders placed on the basin.
This resulted in numerous foreclosures
and farmers having to abandon their
land for lack of water. Those who
stayed began considering the diversion
of Gunnison water into their own val-
ley by means of tunnels or canals.

A French gold miner and dirt
farmer named F.C. Lauzon shared this
ideawith Lynn Monroe, the Editor of
the "Montrose Enterprise," who real-
ized the valley's economy wastied to
water. The two began a campaign to
make thisareality. Thiswasthe start
o the Gunnison Diversion Project as it
became known. This campaign led to
thefirst recorded attempt to pass
through the inner canyon.

This 15 Fellows surveying
Pt.44, and Torrence Falls
is in the background
Photo courtesy of the
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1900—FIRST
ATTEMPTED PASGAGE
OF THE INNER CANYON

By 1900 no one had yet traversed
the length of the Inner Canyon. Five
volunteers planned to survey the Black
Canyon to determine if the diversion
tunnel wasfeasible. The volunteers in-
cluded William W. Torrence, superin-
tendent o the Montrose Electric Light
and Power Company; John E. Pelton, a
wealthy landowner and |ake resort pro-
prietor; J. A Curtis,

Curtis, who was considered the tender-
foot by the group and made the butt of
many jokes. Curtis had been surveying
the Canyon from the Rim all that sum-
mer and was essential to determining
thefeasibility of the project.

The two boats they used were made
of stout oak frames bound with iron
and covered with canvas. They each
weighed 400 Ibs empty and were
named the City of Montroseand the
John C. Bell after a Colorado congress-
man from the Western Slope. Cargo
included provisionsfor a month, cam-

style, they signaled by revolver shots
that the expedition was under way
from the mouth of Cimarron River.
Low water forced them to shoulder the
boats, making only three-quarters o a
mile thefirst day. On the second day,
about two miles below the Cimarron
junction, the John C. Bell was being
lined through a rapid when both bow
and stern broached. The force of the
water fragmented the boat and it sank
with most o the provisions and equip-
ment. Only the blankets were saved as
they floated down stream. Wet and de-
jected, the crew cooked dinner and
dried out over adriftwood fire. The
next day they traveled 11 milesin the
remaining boat and linked up with a
support party who came down from the
rim. At thispoint al five men left the
canyon. Pelton went to Denver and
convinced Senator E.O. Wolcott to in-
troduce a bill into the U.S. Senate to
appropriate the funds for the tunnel.
Thiswas an election year and the poli-
tics o Western Colorado irrigation
heavily influenced the Democratic
Party's legislative agenda.

They returned to the river on 25
September. They would make only
four more milesin the next week. The
remaining boat was used mainly to
cross the river when travel along that
bank was no longer pos-

Delta County Sur-
veyor and Civil En-
gineer; M.F. Hovey,
farmer and former
miner; E.B. Ander-
son, a rancher. All
were married and
had children except
Torrence. Hovey
was the oldest at 55,
al but Torrence
were over 47, which
was the life expect-
ancy in 1900.
Pelton had the
most river experi-
ence and by most
accountswas the
leader. Hehad ex-
plored the Y ukon before the gold
strikes and boated in the rivers of the
West from the headwaters of the Co-
lumbiato the Rio Grande. All the oth-
erswere hardened frontiersmen except

eras, surveying instruments, including
an aneroid barometer, compass,
surveyor's chain, and notebooks, all
stored in waterproof tins.

On 5 September, in true western

sible. They used a"strid-
ing" technique, with one
man standing in the cen-
ter of the boat with along
pike to keep the boat
from crashing into rocks.
Only one accident hap-
pened during the jour-
ney. Hovey waslining
the boat when he lost his
footing and fell 30 feet
from a boulder, landing
on his head. He suffered
asevere laceration. An-
other close call happened
at the beginning of the
last four miles of the trip.
Curtis and Anderson were
in the boat and the other
three were lining it down river stern
first. Oned the men in the boat sig-
naled to drop the line because he be-
lieved they could handle the boat
alone. The current caught the boat
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and all aboard were headed for a big
drop. Curtis, the "tenderfoot,” jumped
out o the boat onto a rock and grabbed
the boat, holding it until aline could
secure it.

Thisfinal week was hell. One day
they were only able to move 1,500 feet.
The canyon amazed them with the
signsd its power. In places, driftwood
was 42 feet high and high water marks
on the cliffswere even higher. One
boulder was of special note. Thewater
had cut aholein arock. The holewas
but an entrance into a bowl that would
hold 8 to 10 men. Water exited from a
hole in the bottom.

They had almost reached the Nar-
rows (The Narrows is just below Bal-
anced Rock View on the north rim.)
and despite the determination of any
first descent party, they realized that
they did not have the means or meth-
ods to proceed. Torrence appears to
have taken charge at this point. Helo-
cated a steep ravine near the Narrows
on the North Rim. They ateal the re-
maining food and the next morning
they left the"Falls of Sorrow," a rocky
cascade about a quarter mile upstream
from the Narrows. Everything was left
behind. One paper reported, "Bidding
farewell to the boat was the saddest
part o the day.”

Thiswas likely staged. Once the de-
cision was made to abandon the expedi-
tion, | would have been dancing a jig.
Carrying a 40-plus pound kayak in this
terrain was more than | wanted, let
alone a 400-pound rig that was almost
useless. Torrence, however, may have
been inspired by the challenge of afirst
"descent." Hewrotein hisjournal,
"With our present equipment we can
go no farther. The Black Canyon is not
impenetrable. If | get out o this scrape
alive, | shall come back."

By most accounts Torrence was
flamboyant, energetic, and, at 29, felt
invincible. The goa o this expedition
wasto raiseinterest in the project and
determine the feasibility and best loca-
tion for the diversion project. The
Chasm Wallsmade it clear a tunnel was
theonly option. The issue remaining
was to determine the most cost-effec-
tive location and design. The expedi-
tion and the exaggerated accounts o
thetrip did gain political and financial

backing from the Colorado State legis-
lature and U.S. Congress. Pelton’s trip
to Denver in the middle of the expedi-
tion was clearly planned to gain politi-
cd attention and secure funding a
month before elections.

Friends and relatives tracking the
group's progress had feared the worst
when they didn't see any activity on
the river while the group was climbing
out of the canyon. Accounts o the
climb out vary from source to source,
but most likely it wasalong day to
the north rim. The draw they climbed
out of isvery steep and Torrence was
probably the only reason they were
able to negotiate two large boulders
that block the route. Once atop the
north rim they hiked 15-miles to the
nearest ranch. They arrived back in
Montrose on 1 October.

1901—SUCCESSFUL
PASSAGE (- THE
INNER CANYON

The exaggerations of the 1900 expe-
dition had provided the political hype
needed to make the Gunnison Diver-
sion Project aviable reclamation
project. Abraham Lincoln Fellowswas
the resident Hydrographer for the
USGS. Based out of Denver, hewasin
charge of hydrographicand irrigation
studies and surveysin Colorado and
adjoining states. He was directed to
conduct a detailed survey to determine
the geologica structure of the pro-
posed tunnel area, the potential con-
struction difficulties, and the probable
cost of the project. The state also ap-
pointed Fellowsto determine the site
of thetunnel. Inthe summer o 1901,
Fellows along with six others began to
survey the terrain between the
Uncompahgre and the Gunnison,
which was known as the Verna Mesa.

Fellows decided to run the river for
an up-close examination of the canyon
from itsfloor. An old trapper and
hunter of the area named Moccasin
Bill told Fellowsthat although there
were Indian trails down into the can-
yon, it was impossible for mortal man
to go through and live. Bill had ven-

tured about half way through and knew
that no man could go further.

Fellows returned to Denver at the
end of July in preparation for the trip.
Hewrote, "It was under these far from
encouraging conditions and with the
prophecy heard from al sources that |
would be killed if I undertook the trip.
In Denver | arranged all routine work
and set my affairsin order, and then
left, upon August 37, for the scene of
my future labors, - and possibly to
eternal rest."

Likethe 1900 trip, accounts o this
expedition vary in detail, many exag-
gerating to gain notoriety for the di-
version project. (Theprimary sources
d the following account are from Fel-
lows' records that included a manu-
script he used for aslide show he gave
long into his later years. Fellowsillus-
trated these lectures with 3"x 4" glass
lanternslides that were made from his
original film. They areall hand col-
ored and can be found with the rest o
Fellows' recordsin the Western His-
tory Department of the Denver Public
Library. The other source is Dr. Rich-
ard G. Beidleman's article, "The
Gunnison River Diversion Project”,
Colorado Magazine, Julyl1959. Dr
Beidleman was a professor at Colorado
College, Colorado Springs, CO. He ex-
tensively researched newspaper and
magazine articles, books, and govern-
ment documents. | obtained thisar-
ticlefrom the Western State University
Library in Gunnison, CO.)

Fellows planned to travel light, tak-
ing only the most essential equipment
and supplies. Hewanted only one as-
sistant to come along. A volunteer
who was a good swimmer, strong and
athletic; strictly temperate and a good
companion; unmarried and familiar
with the country.. He hoped Torrence
would volunteer, and he did. Torrence
was 30 and Fellows 36. The two
formed a solid team, although after the
trip neither seemsto credit the other
much. Fellowswas the exact opposite
of the flamboyant Torrence, who did
things from the " seat-of-his-pants.”
Fellows was meticulous in business,
and in life never missing a detail. The
dynamics o this did not seem to effect
the expedition, but did seem to effect
their relationship for years after.
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The planning was heavily influenced
by the lessons of the previous year's
trip. They decided to usea4’x 6' rub-
ber air mattress, subdivided into sev-
eral airtight compartments. Ropes
were attached for lashingsand to hang
onto. Thiswould also serve as a bed
at night. Other equipment included
one of thefirst Kodak roll film cam-
eras, basic survey instruments, provi-
sions, blankets, and “...longies so we
would have something dry tosleep in
at night." The equipment was encased
into three rubber bags weighing about
35 pounds each. These were lashed to
the mattress or portaged on ashoul-
der. They also used two 600-foot silk
ropes, life preservers, and hunting
knives.

They planned to go right over the
rim near the Narrows, but at the last
minute took the train over Cerro Sum-
mit and down to the Cimarron River.
Fellowswrote, “ The conductor kindly
stopped the train upon the exact spot
where | told him we wished to get off.

Awoman traveler was
heard to remark to
her companion that
shewas glad the con-
ductor had put those
two tramps off the
train." | guessriver
runners have aways
been considered less
than desirable.

At 3:00 p.m. on
August 127 they
started down what
Fellows called, '(The
Grand Canyon o the
Gunnison." They fre-
quently swam
through deep water,
and walked along
bouldersthat formed
thetalus o the can-
yonwalls. Fellows
wrote, "Easy walking
was never to be found
unless it wasavery
few feet upon some
gravel bar. Occasion-
aly on these barswe
found bear tracks.
Wewould proceed
along oneside o the
river until we cameto
apoint where it was absolutely neces-
sary either to cross, or to swim for

some distance out into the stream,
making as rapid progress as we could.
We rested only when it was too dark to
travel."

By the 14" they had passed the
wreck o the John C. Bell and that
evening linked up with AW. Dillon at
the mouth of Trail Gulch. Dillon wasa
member o the Vernal Mesa survey
crew that was still mapping the area.
Fellows arranged for Dillon to bring
suppliesto three pointsalong the can-
yon. Dillon was instructed to wait at
each spot until the two arrived, or
there was no hope that they would ever
arrive. They stayed at this camp for
two nights as Dillon went to Montrose
for fresh supplies and new shoes. The
sharp rock and water had ruined the
ones they were wearing.

Fellowswrote, "We were more than
glad of achancetorest. Wetried to
fish, but there were no fish because of
cyanide used in the stamp millsat Lake
City. Also, because of that we had to
rely on side springs for drinking wa
ter."

They parted company with Dillon
the morning of the 16% day five of the
trip. Dillon carried out several rolls of
film and Fellows' notes. Fellows noted
that at this point the character of the
canyon started to change. "The geo-
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logical formation was a gneiss and
micaschist, and the apparently vertical
cliffs, instead of being met with occa-
sionally, now became almost continu-
ous. At timeswe would traverse along
reaches looking like mill pondswith
the sky and canyon walls reflected in
the depths of the blue water, but again
wewould come to rapids and water
falsasturbulent asthe waters of
Lodore. The canyon walls seemed to be
hemming usin from the outer world."

They portaged Flat Rock Falls at
noon on the 16™ and camped about a
half mile above the Narrows. (Flat
Rock isthefirst ClassV rapid below
East Portal. Some refer to it as Day
Wrecker.) Fellowswrote, "On the
morning of the I7™ we again started
out upon what we expected would be
the most perilous portion o our jour-
ney. Others had been asfar, but no one
had ever gone far beyond. We made an
early start for we expected the day to be
a hard one, and about 11 o'clock that
morning we reached the point were
Pelton’s Party |eft the second boat. We
found a piece o rope still fastened to
the rocks and some of the provisions
and supplies they |eft. Their leader had
told methat it wasimpossible for a
man to pass through the gorge and
live."

Fellowsand Torrence found a cache
o fruit left from the previous summer
and according to Torrence, "We opened
cans enough to satisfy our hunger and
went on."

The 1900 trip is generally consid-
ered to have been lead by Pelton, but it
seemsthat Fellowswould have made
some reference to his companion,
Torrence, who had, after all, also been
on thefirst expedition. Thistone runs
throughout Fellows' records, most di-
rectly in the following comment that
refers to the greeting the two men re-
ceived upon completing the trip. "We,
or rather Mr. Torrence, was received
with open arms upon his return to
Montrose, and neither of uswill ever
regret thetrip." This could just be Fel-
lows formal tone, but | think Fellows
may have been a bit jealous of the press
Torrence received, not just from the lo-
cal papers, but also from several maga-
zZine articles.

Fellows daughters later expressed
quite a bit of unhappiness at the status
that Torrence was given by Dr.
Beidleman and otherswith respect to
the history o the project. The dynam-
ics o any expedition, but especialy a
first descent, brings out the best and
worst in group members. Partners end
either best friends or . . .part ways.

In contrast, Fellows speaks very
highly of Dillon for the support he
gavethe expedition. Fellowswrote,
"These orderswere faithfully followed,
and it was largely due to the devoted
assistance of this man (Dillon) that the
exploration was a success.”" | think
Torrence and Fellows probably worked
well together and developed a strong
bond during the run, but personalities
and personal agendas fractured thisin
theyears that followed. Group dynam-
icsfor arun like this are asimportant
as paddling skills. This may explain
why many paddlers prefer to paddle
with aselect few.

The details of the 17 are exagger-
ated in most accounts. The Bravado
version goes something like this: The
two solemnly said goodbye to each
other and jumped into the swirling wa
ters and disappeared under the rocks;
Fellowsfirst, followed ten minutes
later by Torrence and the raft. When
Torrence cameinto view below the
slide, Fellows pulled him out by the
collar onto arock. The men hysteri-
cally locked arms, laughing, and Fel-
lows cried, "Who says the Black Can-
yon is impassable!"

Dr Beidleman's version: "Where the
first expedition had given up at the
Falls of Sorrow, Torrence and Fellows
jump into the swirling waters, shout-
ing 'goodbye' to each other, and went
over the falls, both coming out alive
but exhausted on a projecting rock in
the calmer waters below. They lay
there for hours, recovering their
strength and senses."

Fellows own account was much
less exaggerated and probably closer
the truth. "When about noon, we
reached the lowest point attained by
earlier explorers and saw before us the
mighty jaws, past which there was no
escape, afeeling of nervousness and
dread came over mefor the last time.
Right then | made the only discourag-

ing speech that was made during the
entire trip, and | said to Torrence,
‘Will, your last chance to go out isto
theright. You can make it if you wish,
but if we cross the river at this point
thereis no return; we must go on.'
Torrence said, 'Here goes nothing!'
And he commenced to pull off his coat.
Nothing further wassaid. We swam
theriver, reaching asimilar point of
rocks on the other side, but still above
thegorge. Through the narrow open-
ing where the water was of unknown
depth and velocity, and below which it
was believed there were high falls, we
saw a bonfire kindled by Dillon an a
huge rock below the jaws of the can-
yon. He had come down by a most pre-
cipitous path for our encouragement.
Againwe plunged into the foaming wa
ter and in afew minuteswe had passed
through the jaws o the gorge and were
safe among enormous boulders below."

The narrows are 40 feet across, and
was originally selected as the point of
diversion for the tunnel. They initialy
planned to build a dam across the
gorge and take the water through a
very large tunnel and develop power
with the surpluswater. Thiswasavery
plausible plan and had many pointsin
itsfavor. The plan changed because
the canals necessary to carry water
were too costly.

Torrence and Fellows lunched on
food Dillon had brought down to
"Whirlpool Rapids' and continued on
around 1:00 p.m. Fellowswrote, "We
were soon obliged to cross the river
again, where we clamber along gigan-
tic boulders, often as large as a good-
sized house, the peculiar characteristic
o which wasthat the nearer the water
the larger and more impassable the
boulders seemed to be. In conse-
guencewe kept ascending the side of
the talus until, when darkness fell, we
were along way above the water. We
made camp under a huge shelving rock
against which the roaring o the river
reverberated and echoed like demons
howling over their prey.

"On the morning o the T8™, we
hoped that our greatest difficulties
were passed, but we were doomed to
disappointment, for on that day we en-
countered some of the most trying ex-
periences o thetrip. At the very start
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we came to agorge where gigantic
boulders had fatter in from the cliffs,
the water flowing 100 feet or more be-
neath these boulders. They were
packed closely enough, however, so
that they formed a dam in high water.
The boulders were smooth and pol-
ished to such an extent that it was only
with the greatest difficulty they could
be surmounted. It took ussix hoursto
traverse less than a quarter of a mile.
At times it would be necessary for one
of usto climb on the shoulders of the
other, clamber to the top of some huge
rock and draw our supplies up and the
other man by means d a rope which
we carried with us. Again on the other
side there might be a deep pool where
we were obliged to swim, into which
the water boiled from the cavesabove

and sucked out again through the crev-

ices between the boulders below. In
one d these pools | was drawn com-
pletely under the water in an eddy. |
fully expected to be drawn into the
crevices of the rock below, but by dint
of the hardest kind of swimming, suc-
ceeded in getting into still water. At
thistime Torrencefelt that he would
not see me again."

"All things have an end however,
and about 1 or 2 o'clock we passed this
gorge and emerged to where the can-
yon opened out to aslight degree.
Here we met an experience most un-
usual to hunters or explorers. To ap-
preciate the situation you must under-
stand that we were out o provisions,
having lost or spoiled those with which
we had been supplied. Wewere hun-
gry, and sick, and exhausted, and were
losing flesh, as we had throughout the

trip. [Torrence reported to have lost
+3 POUNAs. T At W9 crilical SEEgE,
while climbing along the side dof the
canyon thirty or forty feet above the
stream, | stepped out from behind a
large rock to a spot where there were
some small bushes. As| forced my way
through these bushes, up sprang two
young mountain sheep which appar-
ently had fallen asleep and which | had
come within three feet of stepping
upon. Onedf them was so dazed that
it sprang over the cliff and broke its
shoulder upon the rocks below. Itwas
hard on the poor sheep, but our salva-
tion. Though the game laws df Colo-
rado forbade one from having any por-
tion of a mountain sheep in possession,
a hind quarter wasimmediately added
to our supply and a good portion was
cooked and eaten.”

There isa picture at the Denver
Public Library in the Fellows collection
o Torrence holding the dead sheep.
While eating the sheep Fellows re-
flected on afal he had taken earlier in
thetrip. "I had fallen 20 feet, but so
fortunate, if it might be so called, asto
land in a bed of wild gooseberry
bushes, which kept me from breaking
any bones, but had other unpleasant
features as | spent some time picking
thorns out o my clothesand body.
Those thorns didn't seem so bad now."

Soon after this they came to what
Fellows called, "the most beautiful part
of the entire canyon.” The river
pitches down over a succession o falls,
which Fellows named in honor o his
companion, Torrence Fals. (Thisis
just upstream from Transit Point 44.)
Fellows pined, "At the foot of Torrence

Falls isa beautiful little grove of cot-
torwoud trees, and there we found
shelter from the rain that wasfalling,
building afire and making ourselves as
comfortable as possible. We were com-
pelled to move on soon, and so until
dark trudged along through the rain,
crossing the river a number o timesin
the hope that we might be able to
reach the mouth o Red Rock Canyon
where we expected Dillon to meet us
again. Inthis, however, we were disap-
pointed and darkness came upon us
when we were still a mile abovethe
longed-for spot. We camped for the
night under the sheltering cliffs, put-
ting up our rubber sacks to keep off
the rain, and making an enormousfire
out of driftwood."

On the morning of the 19*, the
eighth day, it wasstill raining. At
about 10 o'clock, they reached Red
Rock Canyon, where Dillon waswait-
ing for them. Red Rock Canyon isjust
short of the park's western boundary.
Fellows wrote, "He had come up the
river about three-quarters of a mile
and met us, and | was glad, indeed, to
turn my pack over to him for atime.
By noon we were at the camp which he
had made at the mouth of Red Rock
Canyon and he was soon busily en-
gaged in cooking usagood dinner. It
rained al that afternoon and was still
cloudy the next morning. We were se-
riously tempted to leave the canyon,
for we had passed through al the most
important part o it, and | hardly ex-
pected to be able to obtain any infor-
mation of value below. But the fever
was upon us, and we thought it would
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be agreat pity when wewere so
fully equipped not to go entirely
through the canyon. Moreover
there were still some doubtful
points that needed to be cleared
up."

They left Red Rock Canyon
packing only alunch. Fellowses-
timated that they had about 8
miles to move down river to reach
aranch house. The river com-
pletely filled the bottom o the
gorge and they had to swim most
o theway. This dowed move-
ment and the distance to the
ranch was considerably greater.
Fellowswrote, "That night we
camped without bedding and
without food or water upon a
bleak hillside. Having passed
through all of the canyon that was
o any interest to usand having
reached a horse trail, we decided
we had gone far enough and directed
our course toward Delta."

The next morning the two came
across acamp of men cutting hay who
gave them afeast of cold oatmeal and
pie. They hired aride into Deltaand
took the train into Montrose, arriving
around 1:00 p.m. Fellowswrote, "We
were strange looking objects. Our
clothing and shoes were ragged and
worn and with a luxuriant growth o
beard and a covering of dirt acquired in
the last few milesd our trip...."
These men had portaged and swam
over thirty milesin nine days. They
were bruised from head to toe and each
lost over ten pounds. The jawsd the
canyon had let them pass.

Fellows later wrote in areport to his
boss, "During the year past | have
grown a good deal more than ayear
older. Some df the thingsthat | have
gone through have been enough to age
aman rapidly. | have made a good
many friends and acquaintances, and
upon the whole think that | can look
back upon the year with satisfaction. |
can not say that | am much richer in
thisworld's goods, and perhaps not in
the goods o the next, but | have had a
fairly good time and may have done
some good."

Fellows lobbied to become the Colo-
rado State Engineer, but he was never
selected. Hewas deeply staked to the

o,
w ‘!

Rasits :--n.‘:l‘n M Luires,
Pricke, try Crolar Hilfdy 0¥

Progressive Eraideathat reclamation
was good for the country, and he
clashed with Interior Secretary Newell
on the carrying out of the principal.
He eventually resigned from the
project in 1905, shortly after tunnel
construction began. Hedied in 1921.
Torrence reportedly moved back to NY.
See the side bar for details of the diver-
sion project that was the first of many
to steal the power of western slope riv-

Paddling the
Black Canyon

This betais based on two runs, one
at 1,000 cfsand the other at 740 cfs.
Paul Tefft's video, Meltdown Madness,
has excellent footage of several drops.
The water level in the video was higher
than a 1,000 cfs. Thefirst two miles of
therun are easy Class1I and ITI. Enjoy
theview! Flat Rock Rapid, thefirst
ClassV, isabout two miles below the
put-in. The river bends back to the
right slightly and disappearsinto a
small maze of boulders. Scout river
right from atop the massive Flat un-
dercut boulder. The right hand por-
tageisvery easy. Therearesieveson
river left which come into play if you
missyour lineor lose control in the
entrance drop.

John Banker called this drop
Day Wrecker. It could easily be
that. Curtisand | decided to run
it. The entrance was hidden from
our view aswe scouted from river
right. John and the "Nez Perce
Warriors" set safety for us. | was
impressed they made quick deci-
sionsand didn't wait to see how
our runsturned out before mak-
ing their own decisions. | went
first and was very surprised to
find the approach was a 6 to 8 foot
drop into a mean diagonal hole.
At 1,000 cfsthis grabbed my tail
and tried to backender me. After
the diagonal | made a 90-degree
move back to the right between
two large boulders. This channel
flushed into the giant Flat Rock. |
moved back left to avoid the un-
dercut and finished in the pool
below.
The water was pushy at 1,000 cfs
and thisline is undoubtedly harder at
higher levels. Thisisthe most techni-
ca ClassV above the long portage. My
run wasn't perfect, but | wasable to
maintain control and make the moves.
| was psyched! | didn't see Curtis' run,
but he said that he had backendered in
the diagonal, made a quick roll, and
got back on ling, running the rest
clean.

Flat Rock was easier at 740. Scott,
Dunbar and | al had clean runs. Run-
ning thiswith a loaded boat would
make it much tougher.

The next two horizon lines were
Class I + drops that John and Curtis
recognized, sowe paddled-on. | didn't
remember these drops on my second
run with Scott and Dunbar, so we
scouted.

The ClassV where we almost lost
the boat during thefirst run isthe next
rapid. Itisariver widedrop with 3dis-
tinct ledges. Each ledge has adiagonal
hole that flushesto river right and
drainsinto a nasty sieve. Curtissaid it
was runable, but we all quickly decided
to carry on river right. It looked easier
than Flat Rock, but more difficult to
scout and the margin for error seemed
much less.

| wanted alittle more time to scout
thisoneif | was going to runit. That
wasn't in the cards for a fast one day
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run. It's against my nature to walk a
drop that | know | can do, but paddling
the Black Canyon in aday is not about
ego or the challenge o each individual
rapid. We focused on speed and con-
servative boating. This rapid looks
much harder at 1,000 cfsthan 740.
The portage on river right ismore o a
pain than Flat Rock, but nothing like
what awaits downstream.

The next significant rapid iswhat
we considered a mandatory portage at
740 and 1,000 cfs. Two giant boulders
block the river. Water pours through a
small slot in the center of theriver,
which is not wide enough for a boat.
The majority of thewater goes through
ablind slot on river left, that we
couldn't scout. Itwasashort river
right portage.

A massive boulder in the center of
the river marks the last big drop before
the Narrows. Thisisa decep-
tively tough Class IV drop with

sheer and only 40 feet apart. The 1900
expedition never made it past the Nar-
rows. This means the"Fals of Sor-
row" are just above the Narrows.
Ranger Paul Zaegner, the park's au-
thority on this, concurs. He believes
the"Falls of Sorrow" are a quarter mile
above the Narrows. The Narrows are
directly below Balanced Rock View on
the North rim. There is a photograph
of the Falls of Sorrow, but | couldn't
recognize it as any specific drop above
the Narrows. Maybe I'll figure it out
next year.

Below the Narrows you start to see
the colored bands of Painted Wall. As|
paddled through the deep moving
pools o the Narrows, Curtis told me
about the next Class V that was just be-
yond the horizon line. We scouted
from river left and found a three-ledge
drop with nasty holes that flushed river
right into giant undercut boulders and
asieve. Curtissaid thisrapid had
spanked more than afew. | felt really
good about the lineat 1,000 cfs. The
first two ledges were the crux, and
therewas little room for error. The
|ast ledge/hole, although mean, didn't
have consequences.

Curtis and the Boyz set safety,
which was not easy. Doubt started to
surface as | paddled into the last eddy
above the drop. Theview o the en-
trance was blocked from shore, so |
didn't get agood look. The horizon
line hid the drop until the last second.
As | paddied forward, just afew feet
from thelip, the correct route came
intoview. | adjusted my line and ran
clean. The current was more chaotic
and stronger than | anticipated. | was
clean over the second ledge, but lost
my line in the chaos of the boail, and
headed for the meat o the third hole.

The water was surging out the back of
the hole, breaking the bail line. | was
able to bridge the holeand land on the
surge. Letting thewater grab arail, |
rocketed through the chaos like it was
planned.

This rapid requires a more precise
line than Flat Rock. At higher levels
I'm sure this becomes very pushy with
much meaner holes. Curtis decided
not to run it. We talked about his deci-

sion over lunch. | wondered if | was
taking too many chances? | had felt
good about my lines and theway | had
been paddling all day. It shocked me
when Curtis didn't run it. He had run
much harder rapids and had run this
one before, but said he just didn't fed
"inthe zone." Curtissaid he didn't feel
| was in over my head, which

two possible lines. Itiseasy to
scout and portage on river right.
The picture of Torrence scouting
this drop 100 years ago is exactly
asit lookstoday. These ledges
are pretty straightforward; how-
ever, the hydraulicsare sticky.
We passed through the Nar-
rows or the "Jaws of the Canyon"
as Fellows called them. Herethe
Canyon walls on both sides are

settled my doubts.

| wondered what Chuck
thought? Our group dynamics
and individual decision making
made that trip avesome. It was
essential for aquick saferun. It
gave us all confidence and trust
in each other's judgment. Eight
isahuge group for this run, but
the way we moved in buddy
teamsand teams of four made
our numbers manageable.

The lines in this same rapid
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were much harder to hit at 740 cfs (my
second trip). | hit the entrance drop
head on at thislevel. The second ledge
was really nasty and clean only on the
far left. | wasabit too closeto the
boulder that guarded this line and had
to let go o my paddiewith one hand.
The eddy line just below the drop spun
me backwards. The third drop was
much tamer so with a little ad-lib, |
backed it down safely. Dunbar went
next. He chose adlightly different line
and ran thefirst drop much cleaner.
He wasa bit further right in the second
drop and the hole started to munch. It
surfed him immediately to river
right. He used every trick to
maintain control as he slammed
into agiant boulder. Hewas

able towork free and avoid the
sieve, but washed into the un-
dercut. It wasmore likeacave

at thislevel, and hewasable to
role without incident. Having
seen two less-than-stellar-runs,
Scott opted for the far left line
and joined usin the pool below.

This Class V rapid empties
into afast moving pool just be-
fore the 18-foot waterfall. The
waterfall lands in a pool about
100 yards above thefirst major
portage.

We scouted the waterfall from
river left. Therewere three
chutesat these levelsthat ap-
pear "runable.” The center one
appeared to have the cleanest
landing. John Banker ran this
oneat 1,000 cfs. He had just
enough water to clear thelip,
but no chance for a boof. He
went deep but clean. Others,
however, have reported a piton
rock deep in thisdrop.

Thefar-left chuteis not inviting
with ashallow landing. Everyoneelse
ran the right chute boofing left. This
lineisactually in the very center o the
drop and the most obvious. Of the
seven runson this lineat 1,000 cfs, no
one hit rock.

At 740 cfsthere wasvery little water
over thefalls, so you must land almost
flat. Scott and | both had dean runs
and soft landings. Dunbar, having had
one too many flat landings, chose to

portage.

Dunbar wrote in the March/April
2000 AW Journal about recovering
from the broken back he suffered run-
ning awaterfal in Ecuador. That ar-
ticle reminded me o my own mortal-
ity. | had broken my back in 1993
when my parachute collapsed at just
under 100 feet. Dunbar and | had
talked a little about our accidents the
previous night; about lying in a hospi-
tal bed not knowing how bad the in-
jury really was, about facing the men-
tal demonsd self-doubt, and about
how specid lifeis. Facing my own
mortality had changed my lifeand put

things into perspective. It reminded
me how special the passions o life are,
but that they are just a part o life, and
notal o it. | couldn't help but reflect
onwhat Chuck might think...

The start of "The Portage” sewed as
our lunch stop. Theview in both di-
rectionswastruly breath taking. The
adrenaline from the last two rapids
combined with the view made this my
favorite location in the Canyon. |
looked down at the river, which disap-
peared under a boulder pilelikeit was

asmall creek. Framed in the distance
was Painted Wall, the Dragons' tails
just visible. The black shadows cast by
the south rim made the scene surreal.
My thoughts drifted to Chuck. .. a
more magnificent cathedral | could not
imagine.

For the past three years | had felt a
void when | paddled. Here, closeto the
spot where Chuck Kern died, | found
closure. | talked with Chuck aong the
portage and told him about my little
girl. Beforethetrip | wasn't sure how
| would feel in the canyon, but never
expected it would be so positive. Scott

and | didn't talk about hisfeelings

much, but | think hefelt the same.
My mind was soaring when we
started the portage, but reality soon
brought me back to earth, or
rather, hell. Missy Sullivan watched
our dow progress through binocu-
lars from the South Rim. 100 years
earlier, concerned family had
looked for Torrence and the other
four members o the 1900 party.

We covered the two-thirds of mile

of thefirst major portagein alittle

over two hours. Missy commented
later on our "snails pace” Thereis
no real trail. The talus, heat, and
poison ivy combined to kick my
assl. It wasn't hard to relate to what
Fellows and Torrence must have
felt. 1 moved ahead o Scott and

Dunbar hoping to find the best

route. | often would climb too

closeto the diff faceand haveto
back track.
On my first trip | had followed

John Banker. He had taken me on

quite an odyssey, crossing the river

twice and crawling over giant boul-

dersand through caves. It was

cooler and avoided most o the poi-
son ivy. Thiswas not an easy route to
find and I'm not sureat what level this
route becomes unsafe. Curtis had fol-
lowed the route suggested in CRC 11
and madeit in an hour and change.
That guy isan animal. I've been
warned not to go mountain biking with
him.

We washed at theend of thislegina
pool beforewe crossed the river for a
shorter, but no less precipitous por-
tage. We lowered by rope down a steep
dope to run aClass IV drop back to
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river right. Next we portaged abeaul:-
ful waterfall that poursonto rocks. To
me thisis the most beautiful drop. It is
pictured twice in CRCII. I'm not cer-
tain where Transit Point 44 was, bul
thiscould likely be Torrence Fal::

We put on just below this and ran
down past the best camping sites,
which are the beacheswith cottorwid
groves under the Painted Wall, just be-
low SOB Gully. Not having yet spent a
night in the Canyon; next year I'n plan
ning adow two-day run. Exploremsre
o the run and do alittlefly fishin" with
Grandpa.

Closet Rapid was next. A continuos
Class1IV that was possibly the most en
joyable df the run. Shortly after Closet
isthe last portage, generally done 1
river |eft. The last portage is pretty easy.

| don't know much about this last
section. | have heard that some al the
drops have been run. The charactes+#
thissection reminded me alittle of the
mazeson Great Fallsd the Potomac. |
caution anyone thinking d runnimgt:

The last few rapids after thisfimat
portage reminded me d the Upper
Yough. From hereitisagood hatir il
hard paddling on ClassII-IIT water
mixed with some o the best fishing in
Colorado. Thetake-out isat the
Chukar Trail beach, which you can't ' i'th-: canyon all ex-
miss. Thisisthe put-in for the 12-mile erice ¥ soul, and memories.
Gunny Gorge Run. Chukar isamile A TEhe : et 1, and a four count

hike on anice trail that climbs about i, an : a e wil rise. Eventually, all

2000 feet. Y s mefde into'one, anga river.runs throdgh'it. The river
The Black Canyon d the Gunnison is = ERaT M AR 1 TR T2 1) ¢ [ - F’ reatTiood a_uq:l Tuns over :rm,l-n. from

no longer adark mysterious place to ithe basement of time. Oft gome of the rocks are timeless

me. It's not a cemetery or burial Faindrops. Under the rocks are the words, imii some of-the

G IR TR I M CER RS Sea s are theirs. | am haunted by waters.”
spend time with Grandpaand Chuck, _ 3
cathedral with paintings that dwarf the “I've said I told you all T know. If you push me far enough,
Sistine Chapel. Everyoneshould find a all | re ]11.' know is that he was a fine fisherman.”

space like this; beyond the rapids, be- 3
yond waterfalls. A journey that exactsa “You know more than that, he was beautiful.”
demanding price, for a priceless state of
mind. m“‘i’g.:a. he was beautiful. He should Bave been. You taught

.

“It is thﬂ"-llr.' we live with and love and should know who
elude us.’

About the author: Major Tim Kelley
is a newly elected member of the
AW Board of Directors. Agraduate
of West Point and an Army Ranger,
Tim is currently stationedin
Colorado Springs, not far from the
ranch country where he was raised.
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THE GUNNISON DIVERSION PROJECT:

The Politics of Reclamation and Water Diversion

In DIESE Ouray, MBEEESE and Delta Counties
financed an overland survey by Richard Winerah
and Walter H. Fleming (the present tunnel fol-
lowed this survey). The two concluded that water
could be diverted from the Gunnison River. The
uncertainty of construction costs made it next to
impossible to secure funds from the State legisla-
ture from 1894-99. In 1900. Western Colorado
Representative John C. Bel and John F. Shaford of
Denver promoted the irrigation and diversion
eroj ectsin Washington. Senator E.H. Newlands of

evadaalso supported these projects. Bell intro-
duced a hill that would have the federal govern-
ment build the project and alow the citizens to
repay the costs over time. The bill was tabled for
thesession, but was included | ater in theNewlands
Act, which authorized the U.S. government to get
into the reclamation business. (Newlands later
became the Secretary of the Interior.)

The 1900 expedition was the shot in the arm
the Gunnison Diversion Project needed. Theexag-
gerated tales of the adventure captured the inter-
est of votersand politicians. Combined with engi-
neers declaring that a tunnel was feasible, condi-
tionswere set for success on the political stage at
both the state and national levels. Newly elected
State Representative Mead Hammond of Paonia
and C.T. Rawalt of Gunnison County introduced
house Bill No. 195 in April 1901 to the Colorado
legislature. It proposed to construct, maintain.
and operate State Canal No. 3 in Montrose and
Delta Counties: the creation of a board of control;
theused convict labor in constructingtheproject;
the issuance o certificates of indebtedness gpro-
viding for the sale of water) and making an appro-
priation for construction.

The Bill asked for $50,000, but the Finance
Committee annroved only $25.000. The Proiect
was finaly “funded.”

This was almost identical to the 1899 State
Senate Bill No. 310. Bill No. 310 had asked for
$75,000 to cover the cost of construction. It was
tabled because of insufficientfundsand the project
was deemed impractical. 1'm sureengineers knew
these were ridiculously low estimates, but higher
estimateswould havecertainly doomed the project
in the legislature.

Meanwhile U.S. Congressman John C. Bell,
who's bill had been tabled the previous year, was
making every effort to make this project apriority
with the New Reclamation Service in Washington
D. C. Asaresult, the USGS authorized an addi-
tional $4.000 to conduct adetailed survey todeter-
mine the geological structure of the proposed
tunnel area, the potential construction difficul-
ties, and the probable cost of the project.

The Tunnel

AL. Fellows reported the tunnel feasible after
he and Torrence completed their passage of the
inner Canyon in 1901. John" Tenderfoot" Curtis of
the 1900 expedition, who was now the Deputy
State Engineer, was given thetask of determining
the best ocation for the tunnel. The plan was to
run a tunnel from the vicinity of Serpent Point
(below Painted Wall) diagonally Southwest to 4
miles northeast of Montrose. Aspur tunnel would
extend upstream to the Narrows, where adamwas
to be placed. This would dlow the system to
gravity feed. In November 1901 the state began
constructing a road to the West Portal. Tunnel
construction on the West Portal began in Decem-
ber. The State had only approved 925.000 for the
project, so construction stopped within a year.

In June 1902 the federal Reclamation Act had
been passed. The Gunnison Diversion Tunnel was
onear thefirst five projects taken up by the Recla-
mation Service.

The USGS continued its surveysto determine
the best location for the tunnel. "Extremely cold

WEEE stopped Eopegraphical mapping @ the
i . % Larcl . { wad e e
to convince the Secretary of the Interior to ap-
prove the project.

Surveys continued in 1903 and that winter
therewas areconsideration of the location of the
tunnel. The Upper Location, asit became known,
was thesame asthesite proposed in 1894 and had
been recommended again in 1900. The Upper
Location was finaly selected in May 1904. The
following reasonswere sited: it had easier access
to the canyon portal; it reduced construction -
shorter tunnel length; no large dam at the Nar-
rows or spur tunnel down to Serpent Point: re-
quired fewer miles o canal; and it increased the
amount of land that could beirrigated. OnJune?7,
1904 the Secretary of the Interior set aside
$2,500,000for the*“Uncompahgre Valley Project.”

Road construction started in July and would
connect both endsof thetunnel. Thefinal six-mile
stretch that ends at East Portal exceeded 23%
gradein places. (Thisroad isstill in use today. It
was upgraded for the construction of the Crystal
Dam and the maximum grade was reduced to
16%. It will smoke your brakes if you're not
careful.) Tunnel work began in January 1905. The
contractors experienced financia difficultiesand
by the end of May 1905 the contract was sus-
pended. The Reclamation Service made the deci-
sion to serve as the general contractor for the
completion of the project.

he difficulties and dangers of construction
equaled those experienced by the canzon expedi-
tions. Crews worked round-the-clock on one of
three shifts. The rough bore of the tunnel was
completed in July 1909 and the official oBeni_n of
thetunnel happened in Septemberwith President
Taft in attendance. Fellowsand Torrencewerein
attendanceaswas Captain Gunnison'scousinfrom
New York. The first water was turned into the
tunnel on July 6, 1910 and the East Portal diver-
sion dam wasfinished in January 1912.

The intake is seven feet below low water line
and the tunnel capacity is now 1100 cfs. It is
30,582 feet long and falls 2.20 feet per 1000 feet.
Theareadf theirrigation project is146,000 acres.
Theoriginal scopedf theproject wascompletedin
1923 and cost $6,715,074.41, about half of which
was for the tunnel. By 1938 project expansion
brought the total cost to $8,976,484. Userswere
originally charged $35 per acre for water rights.
In 1979 the cost was dropped to $13 per acre. As
of 1993 this price remained unchanged.

The Taylor Park Dam on the Ta?llor River, a
tributary tothe Gunnison, wascompletedin 1937
aspart of thissystem. The Blue MesaDam at the
entranceto the Black Canyon was constructed in
1965. Its storage is coordinated with the Taylor
Park Reservoir to optimize fishing, wildlife, and
recreation benefits. Morrow Ponit Dam at
Cimarron and Crystal Damabovetheintakeof the
Gunnison Tunnel storewater for the Uncompahgre
Valey Water Users Association (UVWUA), as well
asfor other projectsincluding the Central Project
inArizonaand California. The Blue Mesa, Morrow
Point and Crystal Dams now work asasingle unit
and are known asthe Curecanti unit. The Ridgway
Reservoir on the Uncompahgre River was con-
structed in the 1980s and also stores some water
for the UVWUA.

(Thoseinterested in the detail sof thisground
breaking diversion project that shaped Western

diversion prﬁ{' ectsfor thelast century should read |

Volume 8, Number 4, Journal of the Western
SlopeFall 1993"Moving Da{(i ntheUncompahgre"
from Mesa State College. You can obtain a copy
from the Black Canyon Visitors Center.)

BETA PERMIT:

Black Canyon of the Gunison has been a Na
tional ParksinceOctober 1999. Over half the Park
is aWilderness Area and requires a backcountry
permit. The permit is aformal registration for
anyonevisiting the WildernessArea. Thereisno
fee. You can obtain a permit from the Visitors
Center on the S. Rim, at the East Portal drop box
which isright next to the put-in, or phone (970)
249-1915. You checkout with theVisitors Center
or call upon completion of your trip. The permit
alsoservesasrescueinsurance. If thePark hasto
rescuesomeone inyour party thereisnocharge if
you haveapermit, proper equi pment and have not
consumed alcohol or drugs. You can check with
the Visitors Center, a park ranger, or read the
bulletin board at the East Portal put-in for other
park regulations regarding the wilderness area.

Difficulty:

The characteristics of this river are best de-
scribed asGiant boulderssitting onsmaller rocks.
Inaword, sieve. ClassVwith mandatory portages
is what "Colorado Rivers and Creeks" rates the
run. Thisisaserious run that requires solid Class
V skills, with the discipline to boat conservative
lines. Missing an eddy or messin upga%urlinecan
quickly becomeaterminal mistake. Paddling with
lack o control will put you and your group in
danger.

~ Running theriver isactually theeasiest part of
this trip. Portage and poison ivy are the trade-
marksof thisrun. Steeptalusfields. dense patches
of poison ivy, and hot weather combine for one of
theworst mandatory portages in the lower 48. It
isasmall priceto pay,though, to paddle ClassVin
one of the most breathtakin([; placesin theworld.
Making this runin aday will test your endurance
and guarantee a sore shoulder, back and Ieg
muscles for even the most fit. Being in gool
paddling sh;oe isonly half the battle here. Run-
ning drops after portaging for two hourswill also
effect your paddling ability. If you areinagroup
paddling this for thefirst time, definitely plan to
make this an overnight trip.

Water Levels:

The river is dam controlled. Levels are re-
ported by the Gunnison below East Portal gage. A
ranger poststhecurrentwater level each morning
at the East Portal bulletin board.

The Run:

14 milesfrom East Portal to Chukar Trail or 28
miles to Gunnison Forks.
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I Story ana Pﬁotos By lunﬁar Haray

Wash't really sureifthiswasagooa ded, asthadn't — I
brushed up on my Islamic. | could tell that Mohammed, in his non- ' ’

existent English, wished that wewould conclude our bartering, as he
was very eager to watch our exploitswith the kayaks. Soon enough
the deal was done— three camelsfor the day to carry our kayaksfor
5 diahrams (equal to about $10). We were going boating in the
middle of the Sahara Desert in Northern Africa

The very word—Morocco—filled my mind with visions of
sweeping sand dunes, beautiful coastline, and funkily dressed
folks not speaking my language. | had to look onamap tofind it;
and there it was, at ajuncture of continents. Moroccan culture
isinfluenced by Africato thesouth, thelslamic Middle East, and
Europetothenorth. Further sniffingaround revealed rumorsof
big mountainswith someskiing, surfing on Atlantic swells, and
challenging riversinadramatic setting. With enoughadventure
options before me, | rapidly made plans and headed across the
ocean with my kayak in tow.

All foreign adventures beginin theinternational terminal o
theairport. Thegangconsisted of myself, Dustin Knapp, Brennan
Guth, Land Heflin, Brad Ludden, and Stephen Byrd. We immedi-
atelyfelttheabsurdity o thisadventure aswedragged our boatsinto
lineat the Roya Air Moroc counter. Peoplesimply stared at usand
began speaking excitedly to each other in Islamic. None of usknew a
word of the language, and we concluded that these people had
probably never seen kayaks before. Nor did they know that a s
culturally-ignorantgroup of maleswould be exploring their homein
search of whitewater.

It is a helpless and humbling feeling to lose something that is
deemed essential. However, that iswhat we all felt aswe arrived in
Marrakech and our boats filled with al of our paddling gear were — .
nowhere to befound. The utter absence of any knowledge o their H '!
language became obvious as | tried to describe to the airport i
workersexactly what our lost luggagewas. | think | humored and
entertained them morethan actually helping our cause. It took
about 5daysfor all of our boatsand gear to show up. | think the
workersmight have gotten theidea with theboats, but they said
somethingabout needing water and being inadrought. What-
ever. ..

Awhole new country sprawled out before us, and the map
filled mewith excitement and curiosity. We packed everyone
and our boatsinto our landcruiser and then braved the insane
traffic of Marrakech to makeitintothe mountains. Quickly we
realized that al of the road signswere in Arabic and we had no
ideawhere the hell wewere going and how wewere going to get
there. Trying to ask for directions was pointless without any

Amarican e Lvaler v Marrh ".‘1:.'.':._"3_1]
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knowledge of the language, so we just decided to keep driving.

We headed towards the mountains, which loomed tantalizingly
in the distance. Aswe got closer we saw glimmers of white snow
coating the peaks, and our excitement grew. Not even sure of what
thespeed limitwas, weincreased it inanticipation of what wewere
sure to find. Some hard-to-pronounce rivers had been recom-
mended to me from various friends o friends in some bar in
Kathmandu a few years before. | even had scribbled notes and a
rough map on a cocktail napkin at the advice of a Spanish
paddler. That isall wewere going off of; we could figure out the
rest aswe went.

Daysd driving had worn usdown. Mostly scouting out very
low water to dry riverbeds iswhat redly did usin. Our spirits
sunk and we felt aimless and foolish wandering around this
faraway country with these dumb looking multicolored things

on our roof and no boatable water to be found. | tried to rise
above it all and take in the culture and enjoy the scenery, but
somehow couldn't avoid the crankiness that comes from not
having expectations met. We squabbled, we sulked, we drove, and
we became more desperate, wondering if wewould even boat at all.

In the midst of our frustrating desert driving adventure we
found a real oasiswith water —whitewater. The Oum er Rbia River
does not roll off thetongue, but it doesroll through a beautiful rural
valley. We followed the river up itsvalley and watched the gradient
increase as we climbed to its headwaters. Our spirits soared and our
greasy unbathed noses pressed against the dusty car windows as we
drooled at our first sight o Moroccan rapids.

The put-in was ultimately obtained by hiking our boats up-
stream along a well-worn trail used by local goat herders. We

walked upstream as far as we could before we ran out of water.
Yeah, ran out. Thisriver was spring fed and comes pouring right
out o thebase dof a2,000foot cliff. Multiple channelsran out the
base of the cliff and then joined together into asingle channel
containingacouple hundred CFSdf boatable water. Next toall
of these channelson either bank were thatched tearooms. The
locals literally chilled out here in the shade sipping tea and
listening tothesounds of therunningwater. O coursewehad
to visit with the locals for a bit, having some tea before we
could focus on paddling.

The Oum er RbiaRiver at itssourceisabeautifully unique
setting, and the difficulty of whitewater isto be respected as
well. Putting in, the constant current carried me swiftly past
the rows of tea hutswith cheering locals. | was unable to stop
in this constricted beginning section, and the ledges came one
after another as| boogied my way through thisfirst section of the
river. We were thrilled to get wet, pleased with the quality of the
water, and in awe of the beauty of the setting. After multiple runs
through thistop section we made our way downstream through more
rapids. That nightwesleptalong sidetheriver under asky full of stars.
Itwasafamiliar feeling inaforeign place - fatigued from playing hard,
warm in my sleeping bag, the glow d afire on me, and the sound of a
river flowing past my feet: a good night.

After spending time in the Oum er Rbia drainage, we decided to
venture over thetop of theHigh AtlasM ountainsand seewhat wason the
other side. The town of Ouzazzarate is unique in its whitewashed
stuccoed architecture,and its palm treelined streetson theverge of the
Sahara Desert. We hung out here on the main street at acafé drinking

Brad Ludden and Brennan Guth. Oum er Rbia River.

Camping at the take-out, Lower Oum er Rbia River.



tea, watching the scene and, in turn, being watched by others. We didn
blend, and we had ceased trying.

Slicing through the south side o the AtlasMountains wasa river we
wereon our way to check out, the DadesGorge. Another road paralleled
theriverinthelower section,and thenit climbed steeply away from the
river as the canyon walls closed in. As we climbed up seemingly
endless switchbacks, the river abruptly exited from the sheer
sandstonecliffwallsand begantosnake itsway outintotherolling
desert land downstream. Again, the river looked low, but for our
now anxious tastes it was indeed enough water to float our boats.
The Dades Gorge wasa crack through rock; sheer walls rose over
2,500feet directly out of theriver. In some placesno more than
three boat lengths separated the canyon walls. Aswe rounded one
last bend in the gorge, rays of sunlight beamed down on us and
illuminated the water below. The feeling of floating felt so pro-
nounced aswe peered high above usat the rim o the gorgeand the
puffy Moroccan clouds beyond.

Our curiosity carried usdirectly out into the middle of the desert.
We sought out the highest sand dune in Morocco, and found it to be
over 800 feet high. The dune's name was Erg Chebbia, and invoked
imagesad camelsand desert wanderers dressed in turbansand billowy
cloaks. Thisiswhere we met Mohammed and made our dedl for the
camelsto get tothetop o theseduneswith our kayaksin tow. Yeah,
werodecamels,anddlidour boatsdownthedunes, but theabsolute
stillness and spaciousness o this part of the Northern Sahara
Desert was humbling. Never had | felt such peace, never had
there seemed to me such endlessness to any outdoor scenery.

Sometimes the search is about seeking and not redly
finding anything. | left the country exhausted and expanded
fromall that | had experiencedand seen. Moroccoisacountry
full o diverse culture and scenery yet sometimeslow on the
water. | donot regret theeffort spent to get there or todrag my
boat around.

| am again appreciative to the following companies for
their support - Necky Kayaks, Werner Paddles, KAVU, Lidds
Helmets, Lotus Designs, Snapdragon Designs, 5.10 Shoes.
Watershed Drybags, Salamander Paddling Gear, Powerbar,

Chaco Sandals, and Smith Sunglasses.

Dunbar Hardy isaworld traveler and the Paddle School
Director for Four Corners Riversportsin Durango, Colorado.
Heisalsoan ACA Instructor Trainer and a freelance photogra-
pherlwriter. Contact him directly at www.dunbar hardv.com

Endless shopping,
sidewalk in Marrakesh.

Stephen Byrd, Brad Ludden and
Dustin Knapp scouting the
Ourika River, Morocco.

Brad Ludden and Stephen Byrd, Dades River Gorge, Morocco
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JULY 2,2000

Bz U. Star Mitchell

“You’ll never
beat theriuer,
theriuer Lets
you go."

On July 2, 2000, 1 beat all odds and
cheated the river out of one more sacrificial
death—mine. After breaking the C-1 vertebra
of my neck in an awful thrashing, the river
turned me loose. In the past few years, the
rivers have not always been so merciful. In-
deed, the rivers have been greedy, taking
more boaters' lives than usual.

The 4th of July weekend started out fine.
| met Jamie Deehan (OC-1) at the Urbana,
Maryland parking lot on July 1st. Jamie was
accompanied by 15 workmen from his land-
scaping crew and three kayakers, Eric
Gervais, Scott Valcon, and me. We drove to
the lower Youghiogheny River and were
joined by Jeff Davis (0C-1). Jamie's land-
scaping crew was in five rubber rafts, with
one man paddling solo in a rubber ducky.

The hardboaters' job was to shepherd the
rafts down the river.

The following day, Jeff Davis and | set
out to do the Cheat Canyon. The water level
was 1'56." | was pleased with this water level,
feeling it would not be a serious challenge.
But | would have preferred more paddlers
accompanying us. My prayers were an-
swered when Bob Opachko pulled into the
parking lot with his kayak. The three of us

set out under a clear blue sky and a tempera-

ture just right for paddling.

We covered about eight miles, and it had
all seemed easy. We came to Lower Coli-
seum, also called Pete Morgan's Rapid
(Class IV). | saw Bob already through the
rapid, downstream on far river-right. |
stayed behind Jeff on river-left/center and
waited in an eddy, watching him vanish
down a chute between two boulders. Unfor-
tunately, I let down my guard. | was tired. |
suppose | had become complacent. | came
out of the eddy to follow Jeff's path. Too
late, | realized that | was not on line. This

was more of a challenge than | had expected.

The velocity of the water was intense.
The chute was narrow. | had not gotten as
psyched for this as | should have. | was too
far right. It was too late.

| flipped the way a boater flips in any fast,
high velocity rapid. Like an automobile acci-
dent, it has happened before you see it com-
ing. My instincts must have been with me
since | was "kissing the deck" as my Percep-
tion helmet met a boulder with an impact
that seemed like an 80-mile-an-hour head-
on-collision. The pain in the lower back of
my head was excruciating, and lights flashed
before my eyes. My face was driven down
into my deck, jamming my teeth into the un-
derside of my upper lip and chipping off my
left front tooth.

| didn't know then, but a jerk from a roll
attempt probably would have paralyzed me
for life. The acute pain told me one thing—
just get out of that boat. | popped my spray
skirt and wet-exited. (Later, in the hospital,
no doctor could believe that | did not lose
consciousness from a blow so intense that it
fractured my first cervical vertebra on both
sides.) | have always been accused of hav-
ing a hard head, now apparently literally as
well as figuratively.

My usual instinct to grab the boat and
hang on to my paddle were gone. Somehow,
I knew | could not deal with these items. |
don't know where the paddle went. (Bob
later found it jammed in a rock near where |
had flipped.) When | surfaced my boat was
tagging behind me like a forgotten dog. |
shoved it away. Pain told me only one thing
could be saved —me.

My old fashioned (12 year old) high float
Extrasport PFD (with total shoulder cover-
age) rode high around the sides of my full
cover Pro-tec helmet and kept my head up
straight. | touched my hand to my mouth
and saw blood on my fingers. A recirculating
eddy on river-right tried to jam me under an
undercut rock. | shoved at the rock and
pushed myself away. Then Bob was there in
his kayak, offering me his stern grab-loop. |
reached for it, but the grab-loop was set too
far up from the end of the stern. | could
have kicked. | could have lunged. | could
have grabbed it, but pain told me, don't;
don't reach out! To the best of my memory,
from the time | wet-exited my boat and sur-
faced, | never turned my head left or right.

A hip-rope from Jeff, thrown from his
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boat, came at me. | missed. Jeff jumped out
of his boat, hopped onto a rock ledge, yelling
"Rope!", and threw again. This time |
caught the rope, put it over my right shoul-
der, and Jeff pulled me out of the river onto
aledge. My lower body was still in the wa-
ter; my upper body was out of the water. |
was lying on my side, still holding onto the
rope, my head held straight by my arm and
the shoulder pad of my old fashioned life
jacket. Jeff asked if | was OK. My answer
was, "No, I'm not." | said | had suffered
something like a whiplash.

I could see up-river where my unruly
boat was mischievously playing in an eddy
while Bob struggled to capture her. | saw a
group of kayakers in an eddy. Their gazes
were fixed on me. Even from the distance, |
could see that they had looks of concern as |
continued to just lie half in the river and mo-
tionless. We had seen very few other people
all day, some of whom were now ahead of
us. | was happy to see this group. | knew
we were going to need them.

Going around and around in a whirlpool
about twenty feet away, | saw my favorite
water bottle and asthma inhaler. My request
to Jeff to go after these two items was met
by a stern reprimand from him. With me ly-
ing on the side of the river with a possible
spine injury, saving those two items was an
absurdity, he retorted. | guess my asthma
inhaler drowned, but later in the day, on the
way to the hospital, I saw my beloved water
bottle in the van and thanked Jeff for retriev-
ing it after all. He just gave a disgusted
growl concerning my "value system.”

The other kayak group joined us. From
that point on, time and people became a blur
to me. The other group of kayakers eddied-
out around us. The group consisted of
Bruce Berman, Dan Dunnwoid, Ted Ludwig,
Mike Mariani, and Robin Morris. As | lay in
the water, Jeff asked me to move my ex-
tremities. Although everything seemed to
work, Jeff suspected that | might have a
spine injury.

| remember a stern command from Jeff
when he and Bruce started to lift me up out
of the water. "Wrap your arms tightly
around your head," he directed, "Your neck

may be broken!" | wrapped my two arms
tightly around my helmeted head, and like a
forklift pulling up concrete, Jeff and Bruce
gently lifted me straight up out of the water,
and sat me down on the rock ledge by the
riverside.

| asked Jeff to put both of his hands on
the sides of my head and gently lift up. |
look back at this as something that might
have been dangerous, but Jeff obliged me
and gently pulled up on both sides of my
head. Like being put in traction, it made me
feel better. Who knows, maybe he set the
vertebra back into place.

Then Bruce began a neurological exam.
He poked me; he prodded me; he checked
my pupils; he touched my spine up and
down. There was a definite center of pain on
my neck at the base of my skull that indi-
cated a soft tissue injury or a fracture. | con-
tinued to maintain that | thought | had had
something equivalent to a whiplash, but Jeff
and Bruce agreed this should be treated as a
fracture.

Jeff and Bruce had never met before.
Jeff is by trade a carpenter. Bruce is an art-
ist and furniture designer. Fortunately for
me, the two men have had a great deal of
training in wilderness survival and river
safety. Jeff is an instructor and the chairman
for the River Safety Committee of the Canoe
Cruisers Assaciation for Greater Washington,
D.C., a certified instructor trainer in Swift
Water Rescue & Safety for American Canoe
Association, previously a first aid & CPR in-
structor for the Carpenters' District Council,
and certified in Wilderness First Aid. Bruce
is the current director of education and
former president of Three Rivers Paddling
Club. He is also a business partner with Tom
McEwan in the Calleva Mexico River Trips—
he does river guiding and kayak instructing
in Mexico.

The Cheat Canyon is truly a wilderness.
There is no road or railroad along this deep-
set, raging river. Quickly, the two men began
to improvise. Both have since told me that it
was a unique experience and unusual for two
strangers to just meet upon the riverside and
work so well together to create a lifesaving,
masterpiece device. Jeff later told me they

had worked together like "two people with
one brain, while doing something that neither
had ever done before.”

Bruce pulled part of the foam wall out of
his kayak. He also retrieved from his boat
his trusty saw. Like soul mates, they began
to make a stabilizing collar for my neck. One
would carve the foam and try the device to
my neck. | would whine and moan about the
collar hurting or digging in at a certain loca-
tion. The two men adjusted the fit, evaluated
the work, took turns making cuts, and, in the
end, determined slots were needed for my
ears. They duck-taped the neck collar to my
high-float life jacket, locked the zipper up
with duck tape, took an ace bandage out of
my first aid kit, tied it around the newly
crafted masterwork and safety-pinned it to
my jacket. My neck was now held securely
and completely immobile. | asked for some
aspirin from my first aid kit. The consensus
was that | should take Advil or Motrin, but |
stuck with the Bayer aspirin that | carry and
downed two. About an hour had elapsed
since | was injured.

Jeff and Bruce had discussed someone
paddling out and calling for a helicopter. But
since the accident had happened about 5:75
p.m., they felt it was doubtful that a helicop-
ter could get there before dark. Even if it
could, we did not know if it would be able to
retrieve me from that part of the rugged can-
yon.

The next hurdle was how to get me out
of there. Along Class 1ll rapid lay below us,
followed by two to three miles of tricky river.
There was only one canoe in the group—
Jeff's 13'8" solo. Jeff first tried to get me to
take a normal kneeling position in his limited
bow space. This was just not going to work
for me. The position was killing my knees
and | wasn't stable. Bruce, a kayaker, said,
"Sit." My legs placed over the airbag just
didn't work. So the two men let air out of the
front airbag. With help, I slid my legs under
the airbag and sat with my back against
Jeff's saddle. Jeff was left with a heavy, bur-
densome load, no room to swing his paddle
for crosshow draws, and no room to bail wa-
ter.

Just before we pushed off, | asked,
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"Shouldn't | be wearing a helmet?" My own
full-cover Perception helmet would not fit
over my new collar. Mike Mariani graciously
handed me his Grateful Head helmet and took
mine. We readjusted every strap on Mike's
helmet to fit my head. Afterwards, it must
have taken poor Mike at least 30 minutes to
readjust his helmet.

The little boat, the carpenter, and | began
our treacherous river descent. We slammed
over rocks that beat my poor bottom and
caused me to yell out in agonizing pain. |
apologized to Jeff for my bellowing.

A large boulder loomed before us. Jeff
gave out an exasperated groan that told me
what | feared might happen, we were going
to flip. A swim for me could have meant
death with a capital "D." | wasn't sure the
borrowed helmet would even stay on my
head in turbulent water. | would need to
work my legs out from under that airbag,
then swim, then hopefully, be saved again. |
grabbed the thwart in front of me, pulled up
on the left side with all of my might, and
tilted my weight and body into the rock. |
didn't want to be dead weight leaning the
wrong way. The boat piled broadside onto
the boulder. We slid off, still right side up. |
breathed a sigh of relief. Later, Jeff claimed
he never thought we were going to flip. The
sound he made as we approached that rock,
however, made me fear we might.

Bob, Dan, and Robin led the way down
the river, trying to find the easiest route,
stopping to see that we had safely made each
rapid. Jeff labored under the oppressive load
in his boat. The rapids were quickly filling
the boat with water. | asked Jeff if he could
bail. He said, "No, not with you sitting
there."

"The boat's so full of water, we're going
to sink to the bottom of the river," | wailed!
Jeff gave me the bailer. | had little room and
chose not to make big motions, but | did
manage to bail whenever we came to calm
water. |tried to give as much assistance as |
could—leaning into eddies, etc.—but, of
course, it was Jeff's bull strength and exper-
tise that got us down the river in his little
solo canoe. He's a prince of a man!

Without a paddler, my kayak needed to
be transported down the river. In adifficult,

technical river, towing a boat is never an
easy task. Bruce put my spray skirt on my
boat to keep as much water out as possible
and jammed the paddle through the top of
the spray skirt. Then he began towing her
with his webbing and carabiner. No luck!
The boat got hung up in the rapids and
rocks. Bruce had to release my kayak and
lost both his webbing and carabiner. Jeff
yelled to them, "Just leave the boat if you
can't get her down the river! We've got to
go on or else break into two groups!" Bruce
told us to go ahead and that he, Mike, and
Ted would get the boat down the river, which
they did manage to do.

I've never been happier to see a take-out
than when we arrived at Jenkinsburg Bridge.
Mike Mariani's girlfriend, Melanie
Wellington, a pediatrician, greeted us there.
Robin and Melanie walked me up the rough
beam and dirt steps. Melanie started to ask
me some questions to get an idea of my
mental state. Melanie and Robin helped me
get out of my wet river clothes, leaving my
collar and life jacket intact. | didn't want the
hospital to cut off my best rubber-fuzzies.

After the boats were loaded on my GMC
van, Jeff, Bob, and | started the take-out
"goat trail" road around the mountains. That
morning when we had deposited my vehicle
at the take-out, we had seen an abandoned
automobile hanging on the side of the un-
fenced dirt road. From my vantage point in
the front passenger's seat, | saw that the au-
tomobile had now flipped off the side of the
road and rolled down the mountain. The
drive to the Albright Bridge put-in takes
about 50 minutes. We wanted to retrieve
Bob's car so he could lead us to the Univer-
sity of West Virginia's Ruby Memorial Hospi-
tal in Morgantown. After retrieving Bob's car
at Albright, we drove to Kingwood, WV to
pick up my purse and Marylu Davis (Jeff's
wife) at the Heldreth Motel.

From the time we left the Cheat take-out
until the time we arrived at the hospital in
Morgantown, we had probably driven about
60 miles. The accident happened around
5:15 p.m., but we did not arrive at the hospi-
tal until about 9:00 p.m. The hospital admit-
ted me at once. They only asked to see my
driver's license. A swarm of doctors and

nurses gathered around me. First they tried
to lay me down with my "home-made" collar
and life jacket. That was met with blood cur-
dling screams of distress from me. They
saw that wasn't going to work.

They started cutting my collar off. 1
loudly protested repeatedly, "Please don't cut
my life jacket off; you can get it off without
cutting!" They obliged me, and gently re-
moved the life jacket. As the next layer of
polypro was cut off, | was glad it was my
oldest one. They put some kind of heavy-
duty support on my neck and a board behind
me and lowered me to a horizontal position.

Then it began: endless questions, neuro-
logical exams, poking, prodding, sticking me
with probes, x-rays, and CAT scans. | think
every intern/resident in the entire hospital
came to interview me and ask the same
questions. My view of the world was hori-
zontal. Peripheral vision was limited to the
rolling of my eyes. There were so many doc-
tors, nurses, and "people” around, | had
trouble remembering them or their names.
All were extremely kind and attentive. After
numerous tests, Dr. Joseph L. Voelker came
in and told me | had fractured my G-1 verte-
bra on both sides. He told me | was exceed-
ingly lucky, since this injury usually results in
death or complete paralysis from the neck
down.

| later heard a staff member exclaim to
someone in the hall, "She walked in!"

A female staff member was working over
me and needed to reach across, thus putting
her arm pit in my face. She apologized for
her behavior. | responded with, "Oh, | hope |
don't smell, we paddlers usually stink to high
heaven when we come off ariver." The male
staff member standing to my right said, "We
wish all of our patients came in out of a river.
Most of them reek of alcohol, vomit, and mo-
tor oil." It was a grand relief to me to know
that there were other people who smelled
worse than paddlers just out of the river.

Jeff, Marylu, and Bob were allowed in to
visit me. | discussed with Marylu the possi-
bility that I might be transported back home
to the D.C. area, but | had also been told that
I might need surgery that night! The doctors
were interested in Jeff's wilderness training
and the methods he had used to save me

American Whitewater v March * April 2001



from paralysis. In reality, the Styrofoam col-
lar attached to my life jacket was similar to
the halo and vest | was later put in. Jeff and
Bob talked to the doctors about what they
had done on the river, and the interested
hospital staff gathered around and listened to
Jeff and examined the Styrofoam collar.

Jeff called my daughter in Maryland at
about 10:20 p.m. to tell her about my acci-
dent. Deneva said that she and her sister-in-
law would drive to Morgantown the following
day. It was pushing 12:00 p.m. when Jeff,
Marylu, and Bob bid me farewell. | found
myself, "Alone, alone, all, all alone, alone on
a wide, wide sea, and never a saint in heaven
took pity on my soul in agony." Being alone
in a hospital, with a broken neck, miles and
hours from your home, is being very, very
alone!

Then a doctor came in and began asking
me the same questions that | had already an-
swered three or more times. | became tired
and cross. He wanted to do a chest x-ray
and a rectal exam! | refused. He made a
phone call to someone about an "uncoopera-
tive patient." He said | needed a chest x-ray
in case | had inhaled some water. He didn't
explain the need for a rectal exam! | knew
that | had not inhaled any water at either end,
but I compromised and let him do the chest
x-ray to get rid of him.

The hospital staff debated the alterna-
tives of flying in a surgeon from Nashville, to
a halo and vest, to some kind of collar. The
decision for treatment finally settled on a
halo and vest. After this decision was made,
I was placed in a nice private room; the staff
kindly handed me a telephone and helped me
make a long distance phone call to my
daughter. It was about 1 a.m. Deneva did
not have a clue as to how to get to
Morgantown, WV. | was in some sort of bed
that reminded me of lying in sand. The
nurse told me that | was to lie there like a log
and not move. Throughout the night, | was
repeatedly awakened and asked if | knew
where | was. | repeatedly made them happy
by telling them I was in the Ruby Memorial
Hospital in Morgantown, WV.

Although I had on a large, strong collar,
and was out of my mind by pain and sleeping
medication, apparently | flunked "not mov-

ing." The next morning one of the neurolo-
gists, who had seen me the night before,
came in and exclaimed, "Your head is turned
to the left!" He un-velcroed my collar and
with two strong, warm hands turned my
head straight and re-velcroed the collar.

Later in the day, three men and two
women entered my room with the torture de-
vice—the halo. The three men—Dr. Voelker,
the male nurse, and "halo technician” (|
think) — stood at the foot of the bed and su-
pervised while the two women screwed four
screws into my skull. Two screws went into
my forehead just above my eyebrows and
two screws into the left and right side of my
head just above the middle of my ears. The
screws attached the halo that went around
the front of my head. The halo was then at-
tached by bars to a large, heavy, fur-lined
vest. The entire device weighted five pounds
or more, but felt like five hundred.

In the middle of all of this, my daughter,
Deneva and her sister-in-law, Ellen, walked
into the room. Ellen exclaimed, "Aren't you
going to put her to sleep?" The answer was,
"No, we gave her a double dose of Dilaudid."
Adouble dose of "donkey dung"! | felt every
twist of every thread of those four screws
grinding up my flesh and going into my
skulll Ellen screamed, "All the Dilaudid in
the hospital wouldn't be enough for me to
have screws cranked into my head." The
visitors were so "grossed out," they left the
room, fled the hospital, and went outside the
building to wait until the "torture device" had
been applied.

The following day, the doctor made my
day by coming in and retightening the four
screws. |told him I thought I had endured
all the pain that I could, and now he was
cranking the screws even deeper into my
brains. That afternoon, my daughter and |
left Morgantown in my van for the three-hout
trip back to Bethesda, MD. | spent the next
eleven weeks in the halo as a virtual invalid.

I relied upon home health aides, and food
brought by friends and members of my
church.

I was unable to lie down and spent those
eleven weeks sitting up in a bolster in bed all
day and all night. My misery was utterly im-
measurable. Before the removal of the halo,

my local doctor, Dr. John T. Stinson, has to
retighten the four halo screws twice. | now
know what it must feel like to have an arrow
go into your skull. No friend or family mem-
ber would ever remain in the room with me
when those screws were being put in, tight-
ened, or removed!

Even with good health insurance, my
medical expenses have been in the thou-
sands. When the vertebra heals completely, |
face months of physical therapy. |am told
by Dr. Stinson that | should have a 100% re-
covery. Despite my ordeal, pain and suffer-
ing, | am grateful to God first and foremost
for my life and the continued use of my ex-
tremities. | am most grateful to my talented
and knowledgeable river friends, particularly
Jeff Davis and Bruce Berman with their out-
standing skills in wilderness survival. There
was no rescue squad, no paramedic, and no
helicopter available, just fellow boaters well-
trained in river safety and first aid skills. | am
grateful to all of the caring doctors (Drs. Jo-
seph L.Voelker, Michael Cunningham, Jeffry
J. Pilney, Charles Whiteman, and Vickie L.
Williams), nurses, and staff at Ruby Memo-
rial Hospital in Morgantown, WV, and to all
of the many people who helped me after | re-
turned home.

I don't know how much of my good luck
or how many of my nine lives I've used up,
but this is the second time in my life that |
have broken vertebrae in my back. The first
time was when | was 28 years old and a
bucking stallion threw me and fell on top of
me. In my dreams, when | have flashbacks,
I've briefly given consideration to taking up
knitting and crocheting, but next season will
probably find me on the river.

When my father was in his mid-eighties,
he was mugged, pistol whipped, and left for
dead in a puddle of blood. I later asked him,
"Dad, why do you think you didn't die?"
Puffing on a cigar, he stoically answered,
"Hard to kill." He lived to be 92.
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Disaster on the Rio Hollin
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Standing at baggage claim in the
Quito airport, staring sullenly at my
kayak paddle, | was beginning to
think that the brutal Canadian winter
wasn't so bad after all. When the
flight began my boat and paddle had
been taped together. But there | wasin
the capital city of Ecuador, one kayak
short o agood time. And asif communicat-
ingwith airlines isn't hard enough, | had the added bo-
nus d speaking not aword d Spanish. If | thought my
frustration and helplessness was going to be soothed p
away by the tropical climate and exotic landscape, | Za
couldn't have been morewrong.
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The next few dayswere frustrating for myself and my Cana- ____ s 5
dian companion, Billy. After many wasted hours oftracking
down my boit, | wasfinally reunited with it at the ainport. Then
it was dff to the bus station to purchase tickets for the bouncy five-
hour journey to Tena, the paddling Mecca of Ecuador.

We arrived in town sweaty, tired, and happy to be there. We
quickly realized that the only motivation for foreigners to visit
Tenawaswhitewater. It'sasmall, dirty town with few attractive
hotels and only a couple of restaurants. Since paddlers first prior-
ity isn't to go first class anyway, Billy and | were as happy as pigsin
mud. Hotel Camba Huasi is the place to stay, and it isalso the
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base for the renowned rafting company
Rios Ecuador. It wasalso the easiest
place to organize your day. You sign
up for the river of your choice, decide
the ETD, and the taxi picksyou up va-
let style. The drivers know exactly
where the put-ins and take-outs are,
how long the run will take, and best of
al theshuttlesareall set rates. So af-
ter being molested all day on the river
you don't get further abused by the taxi
driver!

With all o the town's simplicities,
its one unpredictable element wasthe
water. River levels fluctuate drastically
inthe rainforest even if it issunny. It
seemed to me that every day | paddled
the water would suddenly turn brown,
rise afoot and turn into a sketchy class
IV. Atthispointinmy career | had
only been paddling for ayear, so |
wisely chose class III/IV rivers and, of
course, preferred boating at a control-
|able speed. The Rio Hollin (pro-
nounced Hogeen) is atwo-day, class
1II/1V trip. It hasa creekish fed with a
few bigger drops. This description is of
course subject to speculation as | only
experienced half of the river.

We put the trip dff for afew days be-
cause the weather was questionable,
but after teaming up with two more
Canucks and three Americans we de-
cided to giveit ashot. Bill and |
packed enough food for three meals,
our sleeping bags, a set o dry clothes,
and a tarp we shared with Sean and
Brock, the two Canadians. Andrew and
Keisha brought a tent, awatermelon,
and nothing else. Scott, the third
American shared our tarp, though |
can't remember what else he carried.
Without planning completed, we were
ready to embark on our journey. At5
the next morning we loaded up a
couple of taxis for the two hour drive
tothe put-in. Itwasabrilliantly clear
and sunny day. Playful as cats waiting
to pounce, we raced each other to the
water.

Thefirst day was a lovely experi-
ence. Monkeyshung in the trees, birds
were chirping, and the water sang its
song. Wescouted afew things, but
there waslittle anxiety. Afew hours
later, asfatigue began to set in, we

started looking forward to the camp-
site. The river runs through densefor-
est, so thereis only one tiny beach to
camp on. Wewere told we couldn't
missit, but weall had our eyes peeled
anyway. Andrew finally realized how
much extraweight he was pulling and
decided to ditch the watermelon he
was proudly lugging. None of us could
understand what he was thinking in
thefirst place.

Just before dusk we spotted our nest
for the evening. We had heard tales of
the river coming up overnight so we
tied our boats high on the bank just to
be on the safe side. We set up camp,
and brought out the tunaand avocado.
While savoring these great sandwiches
| felt adrop on my head, then another.
Alightly spitting rain quickly turned
into asteady drizzle. The temperature
began to fall and Billy and | took ref-
uge under the tarp, snug in our sleep-
ing bags. We tossed and turned all
night asit rained nonstop.

We awoke to find the water three
feet higher up the shore and many
shades darker than the previous night.
A marked change had come over our
group. Billy was not his usual eager
self, but instead troubled and thought-
ful; | wasscared half to death. We had
planned to meet our shuttle at 2pm at
the take-out, so even after watching
the 10 foot logsfloat down the swollen
river, we still decided to pack up and
set off.

*MISTAKE #1*

My gutsfelt like they were tied into
knots, but still | didn't listen to my in-
stincts. | wastotally unprepared to
run acontinuous ClassVin my small,
edgy boat and knew that this mon-
strosity of a river was ready to take
prisoners. There were no eddies, no
visible rocks, and therefore nowhere to
stop. | did my best to dodge some
massive holesand even felt some nau-
sea from going up and down continu-
ous eight-foot swells.

After about an hour my biggest fear
was realized. | roseto the peak of a
huge wave just in timeto see that it led
into aginormous hole. Before | knew
it | was upside down. | think | flushed
out quite quickly, but in the terror o it

al I couldn't find the surface in order
toroll. (Later |l wastold that | had
been pushed against a rock wall). After
afew roll attempts | bailed. Assoon as
my head popped up Bill wasthere,
frantically yelling at me to grab his
boat. | struggled to hold onto him
with my paddle as we attempted to
ferry back to river right. "No matter
what happens, don't let go!" Bill
screamed. But even as he spoke we
were sucked into a hole and | was faced
with asplit-second decision. If he
flipped and we got worked | wouldn't
be able to hold on. Luckily I didn't
have the chance to make that decision
because my feet were quickly sucked
down into the green water, pulling us
free.

After afew testing minutesof nar-
rowly escaping the snarling jaws of
other nasty holes, Billy got usacross
and we eddied out behind a bush that
the others had found. Sean and Brock
had tried to catch up to my boat, but
wisely gave up for self-preservation's
sake. With my boat en route to the
Amazon wedl sat, holding onto a
bush, contemplating our next move.
We hmmed and haad for alittle while,
though after the piranha jumped onto
Keisha's boat we hmmed and haad a
little bit faster. Finaly we noticed that
the bush was quickly becoming sub-
merged and that pretty much made up
our mindsfor us.

We set up a rope system to scale the
muddy cliff. About 20 feet abovethe
river wefound aflat area. Usingthe
edges o our paddle blades (which com-
pare surprisingly well to a machete),
we cut down branches from palm trees
to create a makeshift floor. It wasrain-
ing again by now, so weset up the tarp
and | crawled into my sleeping bag
fully geared and colder than an Alaskan
nudist colony. At this point accommo-
dations were looking grim, so Sean and
Brock decided to head downstream to
the take-out and arrange a rescue.
*MISTAKE #2*

They sacrificed al of their gear, in-
cluding food and dry clothing, for
buoyancy.
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*MISTAKE #3*

So there was the plan. They would
return to Tenathat evening and orga-
nize a raft to pick us up the next day.
The five of uswho remained shared a
puny meal to ration our food, had a
couple o shotsd rum to keep warm,
spooned all afternoon, and waited out
the evening. Asyou might imagine
there wasn't much sleep to be had. By
mid-morning Keisha, Andrew, and
Scott couldn't wait any longer even
though the level hadn't dropped. They
left al of their belonging in our care
and set off downstream aswell. And
then there were two.

*MISTAKE #4*

Billy and | sat for two more days
with nothing but two mangosand a
bottle o rum. We contemplated life
and many other existential topics to
keep us distracted from our true pre-
dicament. By the third day we had had
enough. We didn't know what had
happened to the others or why no one
had comefor us. By thistime we had
pulled out Brock's video camera to
record obscenitiesand curses for those
who had ditched us. The water had
dropped alittle and now showed a hint
o green. We sat on the bank looking
upstream for any glimpse o human ac-
tivity.

Finally we came to the conclusion
that we would have to rescue ourselves.
Bill tied athermarest to the back of his
boat for me to hang on to. We were
just entering the water when Bill
thought he saw something moving up-
stream. | told him that he was halluci-
nating and warned him not to get over-
excited. Asyou can see, by this point |
had |ost all hope. However, moments
later | was able to make out what
looked like a yellow butterfly moving
down the river towards us.

Yes, Adam and Jeff had come to the
rescue. Sin (without) raft, they had
made a different rescue plan. Four
others had volunteered to hikein and
they were going to meet me further
down river. | held onto Billy and we
paddled just afew minutes down-
stream. There, Adam and Jeff pulled
out some food and clothes they had re-
trieved from our hotel room. Aftera
brief feast | loaded all of the items ev-

eryone had abandoned into a huge dry
bag. Approximately 100 pounds of
gear —mostly wet—was mine for the
hike. | wasto wait there until the oth-
ersarrived, but Billy had to continue
on with the other two to reach the
take-out before dark. Wewere both
hesitant to separate, but there seemed
to be no alternative.

*MISTAKE #5*

| watched Billy until he was out of
sight and waited for about an hour.
The hike was to take approximately
three hours, but | allowed mysdf six
because of thegear. Itwaslpmand |
figured | could make it to the road by
dark. | thought | would meet up with
the others on the way, so | set off on
what was supposed to be the trail. |
climbed the gorge for about two hours,
knowing | couldn't stop despite my ex-
haustion. | continued on for another
hour until | emerged into asmall
clear-cut area. Had | just followed a
trail to adead end? There | sat on a
tree stump and broke down in tears.
Who knows how long | would have re-
mained there or what | might have
done if | hadn't noticed a chicken wan-
der intotheclearing. "Waita
minute," | thought to myself, " chick-
ensdon't just roam around the
jungle."

With new found optimism | got up
and located a new trail at the other end
o the clear-cut. It lead though the
forest for afew kilometers before pass-
ing asmall farm. Relievedto see hu-
mans but still Spanishless, | was only
able to glean from our conversation
that | wason the right track. | contin-
ued on, calling out frequently in case
the otherswere in the near vicinity.
Several minutes later | heard someone
reply in English. Asit turnsout, the
rescuers had ended up too far down-
stream and had to back track to find
me. We skipped the small talk and fi-
nally made it to the road after atotal of
seven hours on foot.

It was 9 pm when we returned to
Tenaand met the others at the hotel.
Aswe swapped stories it seemed like
everyone had been in someking of a
harrowing situation. Sean and Brock
had only made it afew hundred meters
downstream after leaving usthat first

day. Brock got stuck in a huge hole that
had exhausted him, but luckily he had
enough skill to exit it in his boat. He
knew that he probably would have
drowned if he had swum, because the wa-
ter was too fast and unpredictable for
Sean to chase after him. They huddled
together under their boatsall night with
no food or dry clothes.

Scott swam and lost his boat shortly
after heand the other two left us. Andrew
and Keisha decided to |leave Scott to walk
himself out o the junglewhile they con-
tinued downstream, but they ended up
walking most of the river anyway. Scott
hiked for eleven hourswith no shoes or
water. At one point he realized he was
getting disoriented and wisely decided to
get back to the river rather than get lost
inthejungle. Finaly hefound afew huts
and got one of the villagersto hike him
out. If you ask me, he had it the worst of
anyone.

Because the expensive rescue was split
between Scott, Billy and I, our funds were
nearly tapped. After afew short dayson
the beach Billy and | headed home.

| hope otherswill learn from our mis-
takes. It isalwaysagood idea to paddle
with people you know and can rely on.
And remember: in a bad situation on the
river, waysstick together. Several
minds are better than one...especialy in
the jungle!

Editor's Note: Tiffany Manchester is the Ca-
nadian National Freestyle Champion. Tiffany
Manchester works for Wilderness Tours in
Ontario.
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TV

By Bobby "Inmﬁnm Mllie:

Mew York is a very famous stale,

Mo, it is mot famoas for Ningara Falls or
qew York City, 1t certainly is not fa
masus for its pathetic Yankee basehall
team, who have hought, not won, the
last few World Senies,

New York's brue claim to Bame is
that on Saturday, Uctober 14%, 2004,
Mew Y ork's very own Moose River

wo b E-DEN -0 E whath the Great
One, only to smack laid down
o ik lime and lime again. As vou al
ow, the Dogg 5 all about equs il

o
have the

T|_'-||_|:.'=l.
apporiunily, 2o o rapid or line was
spared

But, when | talk aboul laving the
Smackdown on every drog P | reallv do
mean it! Onee | had done all the drops
an the Bottom Moose, | hightatled on
over (o the confluence of the Black and
Moose Rivers. Here, the Black River
talls ower a large and previoushy unmn
cataract known as Lyons Falls

Who else should make the first de-
scent of this SIK drop but the DOGG!
Afler all. vour can | send a cal on a mis
spin Hke thas. There o wilmness (his
eeenl was Pal Hamling Jim Starrett, Jefd
Smith, Bob Bonnel, Gary MeMichael,
Bill Blawvell, and a few Moozies
up al the local gentleman’s club the
nighl before
occasion, oneg nol to be missed,

I prcked
This was a momenious

There were two [ines evident, one
on each side Thie left lime
wer a 15-toot dam into a langde
cascade, 2 10 feet. It looked

runable from the mght hank, but we

of the river
Wil

| ¥
LR

sere far aveay from the drop, The lelt
hank fad a aclory wath a concrele wall
Lhat |-'|'-_||I|.||. i rC'""-I seoint on Lhal

Lighe o Liwe river

e righit Line wenl over Ui same

dam before funneling over o 20-foo8

Zone ﬂurgg. |
launching a

SIKY off I o
\ Lyons Falls /
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From

there il was a cascade into a 35-40 oot
sheer falls, We probed somse logs in

the top falls and they were destroved

by the roostertall. Then | probed some |
logs off the cascade into the bottom
talls; all of these had good lines
unsure of the depth of the pool below
thi bottoam falls due to the choppiness
of the waler and lack of hail. However,

falls imto a large roostertail,

| was

| decided a wicke d hail 2l roke Wik b

take care of amy depth concerns, The
r|}'_||'! lirie il winiild b
I wealked up the risch face fo disciess

few biwys im
-Illl.
Dhpgit became a little wormied al this
point. | was afraid that they wooldn't
let me mun the drop, or even worse
send me to the slamimier tor a trp
gdown to Cell Block D=0b-Dauble L)
Hiowever, the COHES W e Just I-"'L“"I-.;
for an “injured person” that had been
reported Lo b fear one
SEEINE no

 and then n
blue coming o rain on my party

slralegds oliced &

of thi Ewnl |
dams inpures, Uhe cops kel
thoir area

AL this point, my comrades wery
droviing? restless so | told them, =17
miake this easy for vouw. 11 just run
the drop,” | suited up and prepared to
check Lyon Falls into the Smackdown

2001

EEEE’

Hotel. The staging eddy was swirling,
which had mealittleworried. | knew
that | needed to be confident if | was

going to lay the smack down. | turned

| self-defense straight to offense and
| busted right out of the eddy and onto

the cascade. | rode over a 5-foot drop
and onto the lip of thefalswhere |
proceeded to stick aSIK bitch-slap d a
boof stroke (OhYesh! It was
SCHWWWEEEEET!!!)!

| launched way out and fell 35-40

| feet before impact and emerged un-

scathed and fired up! | received many
high fives and chest bumps from my

comrades and some sloppy kisses from
the chicas. My buddies volunteered to

carry my boat for me, but | would have |

none of that. | climbed up the rock
face back to the cars, where | dropped a
People's Elbow on my Micro 230 to
show my appreciation to al the
MILLIONS......and MILLIONS o the
Dogg's fans.

| asked Jeff, who had videoed my
SIK run, if | could watch it. He agreed
but, to my chagrin, he had accidentally
taped over it when the group con-
vinced him on to video me climbing
the rock face (in case | fell). | should
have delivered a severe pistol whipping
to thewholelot of them, but | wasin
too good of a mood.

Don't cry for me Argentina, this
gives me an excuse to open a can o
whoopass on Lyon's Fallsagain next
year,

Besides, | had more important
things on my mind. | was so hungry
that | could have eaten the south end
of anorthbound squirrel. Everyone
shared this sentiment so we headed off
to stuff ourselves at alocal beanery be-
'ore heading over to the Moose Fest.
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Another

Story by Jessie Townsdin

Perspective

The plan for the weekend
was to go sailing. But plans
change —that's the best part
of making them. Saturday
morning Josie, Josh (Fish)
and | woke up to find a per-
fectly silent lake on a sunny
65-degree day. So when Gus
called up with kayaking on his
mind, we were up for it.
Josie and | have never tried
whitewater kayaking. All we
really knew about it was that
our buddies, Gus and Fish,

are crazy about it. Kayaking
to them is like snowboarding
to us. Ahh, the thrill of wa-
ter—frozen, fluffy or wet.

The three of us rode to
meet Gussy in downtown In-
ternational Falls, Minnesota.
As we pulled up to the gas
station we spied Gus in his
pickup, kayak on top, ready to
go. Fish decided to ride shot-
gun with Gus, so Josie and |
followed them out of the
parking lot, stereo jamming.

As we turned into the lake
we got another treat: our
friend, Jen pulled in behind
us. She arrived in good spir-
its, carrying spirits. We all
piled into the little motorboat,
totaling five people, two kay-
aks, and assorted gear. Five
minutes into the ride we real-
ized that the current plan
wasn't working. We couldn't
even get the boat to plane
out. Fish decided that we
needed to jettison some of
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our load, so we tied the kay-
aks to his trusty rope and let
them ride behind the motor-
boat. They seemed to me like
they were enjoying them-
selves.

Thirty minutes into the
trip, still gliding through calm
water, | thought there was no
way we would reach any
whitewater. When | told Fish,
he just gave me a sly smile.
"Fifteen minutes," he prom-
ised. After 45 minutes on



-,

,‘-I' BT ding out in the Tacon

rideto theriver.
Photo by Jessie Townsdin

Rainy Lake, we entered a
channel bordered with cat-
tails. Sure enough, just
around the corner we en-
countered a set of rapids.
Finally we got to see Gus
and Fish play in the
whitewater. Around here it is
such a rare sight that those of
us on shore were almost as
excited as the two intrepid
boaters. Fish had warned us
that he goes into a different
mode when he's kayaking.

Left to right: Jen, josh, Josie&
Gus. Taking the kayaks for a

As he geared up | began to
see what he was talking
about. How can you not
switch gears when you throw
yourself into swirling
whitewater? | could tell Gus
and Fish were in their ele-
ment.

Their excitement was in-
fectious as they carried their
kayaks to the top of the rapid.
It was almost the same feel-
ing | get strapping into my
board at the top of the moun-

Tosh

Fhain by Josie Townsdin

Leftto right: Jen, Josh, Gus, Jessie& Josie.
Photo by dosteTownstdin

tain. | don't have the techni-
cal terms to describe how
they played in the river, but it
took strength, quick thinking
and experience. The more
they frolicked the more awe-
some it was to watch. Fish
drilled Gus for struggling on
his first run. As Gus said, "
can't believe I'm getting
spanked by this podunk
river!" | know they've ridden
more challenging rapids than
these, but getting so close
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and watching their enjoyment
and excitement was a treat for
me.
On the way back, kayaks
in tow, we passed a boat of
fishermen. We waved to
them and Fish says, "They're
fishin’ ... we're boatin’ . . .
we're all doin’ cool things."
That was the prime kayaking
quote for the day. That night
we had a warm meal, afire, a
sauna and spirits —the per-
fect end to a fantastic day.



Whitewater
Acadent on the
La Grande Canyon
of the
Niggually River, WA

A tragic kayaking accident occurred on the La
Grande Canyon o the Nisqualy on December 2,
2000. Chris Ringsven became pinned in hisboat in
arapid referred to as Hammer Slammer. Detailed
accounts o the accident and rescue are circulating
on-line at Boater talk http://boatertalk.com/
HyperNews/get/BT/22254.html. Charlie Walbridge,
Safety Editor for American Whitewater, conducted
an investigation of the accident that lead to Chris
Ringsven's tragic death on the Nisqually (see acci-
dent report in thisissue). Charliehas been conduct-
ing whitewater accident reports since 1974.

For many of the 22 boaters present on the Nisqually that day, the
accident had a dramatic impact. We all regret that this accident
occurred. Although Charlieor myself did not know Chris personally,
our contactsintheaftermathwith friendsand family indicate that he
was truly a remarkable person.

TheNisqually hasbeenahighly publicizedwhitewater restoration
success story. In the relicensing phase there was considerable
resistance to whitewater releases into the La Grande Canyon of the
Nisqually due to access difficulties, perceived risks, and liability
concerns. American Whitewater felt the access and whitewater
difficulties were no different than those encountered by paddiers on
free-flowing rivers. American Whitewater felt that, ultimately, the
decision to paddle the La Grande Canyon should be made by indi-
vidual boaters notautility or afederal agency. Inthenewlicense, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) required Tacoma
Public Utilities to conduct a three-year evaluation of whitewater
releases. FERC required the utility to provide four weekend days
scheduled between November 5= and December 5= annually.

Many boaters, concerned that the recent accident will terminate
whitewater releases, have indicated their desire to provide input on
the future of whitewater releases on the Nisqually River. American
Whitewater welcomes this input. We feel it's important in the
aftermath of thisaccident to obtain al theinformation we can about
thisspecificincidentand thefuture ofwhitewater releasesintotheLa
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Boater running Hammer Slammer rapid on La Grande Canyon of the Nisqually.
Photo Justin States.

November 18, 2000 whitewater release from Tacoma's facility into the La
Grande Canyon of the Nisqually. Photo Justin States.

Grande Canyon o the Nisqually aswell asfuture efforts by American
Whitewater to restore flowsto Class V-V rivers dewatered by hydro-
power projects. Athorough report can help the boating community
be better informed about the hazards on the Nisqually, Hammer
Slammer rapid in particular, areview of risksassociated with boating
Class1V-Vwhitewater, and areview of rescue techniquesfor al o us
placed in a similar situation. It's only logical that the whitewater
releases on the Nisqualy will be heavily scrutinized. American
Whitewater feelsthisscrutiny iswarranted. However, we do not feel
the accident should result in an immediate decision to terminate
futurewhitewater releases on the Nisqually prior to resultsfromthe
accident report.

For the past three years boaters participating in the scheduled
releaseshavecompl etedsuweyseval uatingthequality of the Nisqually.
These responses along with other information have been filed in
annual reports to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. This
marks the third and final year of reporting to FERC. American
Whitewater, TacomaPublic Utilities, and FERC will makeadetermi-
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nation on the future of whitewater releases on the Nisqually. This
accident will factor into that decision.

For those d you that have paddled the La Grande Canyon o the
Nisqually during onedf thescheduled releasesin the past threeyears
please take the time to respond to the questions below. Your
statementscan provideval uableinput for thisthird year of thereport.
Y our statements will also provide valuable input regarding the risks
associated with whitewater paddling as we continue working to
obtain releases on other rivers where dams regulate flows for
whitewater recreation.

e How many times haveyou boated the La Grande Canyon o the
Nisqually?

e Please rate the difficulty o the La Grande Canyon o the
Nisqually using theinternational scale ofwhitewater difficulty.

¢ Do you think whitewater releases should continue on the La
Grande Canyon o the Nisqually?

¢ Do you have a preferencefor when whitewater releases should
occur on the La Grande Canyon o the Nisqually? (please
indicate by calendar month)

e Would you boat/return to boat the La Grande Canyon o the
Nisqually?

e What steps doyou think could betaken toavoid accidentsinthe
future?

¢ Should American Whitewater continue to work on releaseson
rivers rated Class IV? ClassV?

¢ Your comments on risks associated with the whitewater boat-
ing.

Please forward your response to John Gangemi

Postal address:

John Gangemi

482 Electric Avenue

Bigfork, MT 59911

Email: <cminer@digisys.net>

Thank you for your response.
Your input isvery much appreciated.

Background on the Nisqually
Whitewater Releases:

The releasesarethe outcome of asix year hydropower relicensing
effort by AmericanWhitewater to get an annual schedul eof whitewater
releases in the bypass channel for Washington's La Grande Canyon,
al.7 milespectacular ClassIV and V river with its headwaterslocated
onMount Rainier. Prior tothislicensecondition, and except for dam
maintenance and flood conditions, the LaGrande Canyon had been
dewatered since 1912, the year the dam was built.

As a result o the relicensing proceeding, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) ordered Tacoma Public Utilities
(TPU) to release whitewater flows o 800 and 1,000 cfs on four
consecutiveweekend daysbetween November 157 and December 157
annually. TPU hasworked with American Whitewater each year since
1998 to schedule the weekends for these releases. Due to concerns
over access and a preconceived lack of demand for this whitewater
resource, the FERC required an initial three year monitoring study

™

A Tribute to Chris Ringsven

by Hal Crimmel

ChrisRingsven drowned on the Nisqually River on Decem-
ber 2, 2000, while running Hammer Slammer, during one of
Tacoma Power's scheduled releases from LaGrande Dam.
Chris's boat pinned on a rock. His companions were able to
attach a line to the boat and pull it free, but Chris did not
surface. He was found floating downstream without his
lifejacket, just above the next drop. He washed through this
and several other drops before hewas pulled onto arock. CPR
was administered without success.

Those who paddled with Chris Ringsven knew him as an
enthusiastic and talented, yet cautious paddler. Perhaps for
thisreason, hearing the newsdf hisdeath was at onceshocking
and sobering.

Chris grew up in Minnesota, where he excelled in nordic
skiing, cross-country, and music. Hewent on to attend Will-
iamsCollege, onedf thetopliberal artscollegesinthecountry.
After graduation he began coaching skiing, and took up pad-

continued [
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inthis30year license. Thisyear marks the third year of that study.
After each release boaters are asked to complete a short evaluation
form to document their experience on the run. Results of the
evaluation form are the basis for reports submitted to FERC. Based
on the recommendations in the fina report, FERC will issue a
decision regardingwhitewater releasesfor the remaining 27 yearsin
the project license.

Whitewater boating in the La Grande Canyon has been highly
regulated by TPU. Boaters must sign awaiver prior to entering the
canyon. During thefirst year of the releases, boaterswere required
towatch avideo o paddlers running each rapid in the canyon. This
was not required in years two and three because some of the rapids
had changed dramatically during aflood in thewinter of 1997.

In 1998, seventy-seven boaters paddled the canyon. 1n 1999, use
dropped to nine paddlers. This year the combination o a phone
reservation system and lack of paddling opportunities elsewhere lead
to an increase in use with sixty-four paddlers entering the canyon.

For morebackgroundabout the LaGrande Canyon of the Nisqually
and American Whitewater's efforts in the relicensing process visit

http://www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/ and "
www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/96/.

Big Picture:

American Whitewater's conservation program has successfully
opened numerous Class| through ClassVriver sections dewatered by
hydropower operations. Utilitiesaretypically reluctant to open Class
1V and ClassV reaches for whitewater recreation due to perceptions
of risk and exposure to liability. Most states have recreational use
statutes that protect privatelandholderssuch as utilities from liabil-
ity. American Whitewater works closely with utilities pointing out
the difference between perceived risk verses actual. American
Whitewater also works with utilities developing release waivers and
educating the boating public about the difficulty of a particular run
so paddlers can make an informed decision prior to electing to boat
arun.

Unfortunately, some entities may attempt to use thistragic acci-
dent to further their own personal agenda; i.e., monopolize water
resources solely for power generation and profit. These entities will
likely portray the Nisqually accident as the norm for whitewater
boating. Interestingly,the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's
accident database does not support this claim. FERC's database
reveals that the greatest number of deaths at hydropower facilities
occur on project reservoirsbut few, if any, utility operators propose
to drain the reservoirs to eliminate thisrisk. Likewise, the accident
ontheNisquallyshould nottrigger auniversal cessation of whitewater
flows at al hydropower projects with Class IV-V whitewater nor
should American Whitewater cease their effortsto open new runsin
this difficulty range. Risk and liability on rivers where flow is regu-
lated by hydropower projects should not be treated any differently
than adjacent free flowing rivers. The tragic accident certainly war-
rants introspection and careful thought regarding which rivers to
focus American Whitewater's conservation efforts. In thelong run
thiswill ultimately make our conservation program stronger.

American Whitewater just completed a five-year study to deter-
minetherisk of drowning fromwhitewater boating (availableon-line
at http://www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/29/). We col-
lected usedatafrom 30 whitewater rivers d various difficultiesfrom
across the country. The result: less than 1 fatality per 100,000
whitewater user days. Whilewhitewater boating does have risksit is
far lessdangerousthan many other activities. Infact, thestudy finds
that thefatality rate for whitewater recreation is15times lower than
driving and twice as safe as bicycling. It is also much safer than
recreational boating asawhole.

A Tributecontinued from page 49

dling in earnest. With his sights set on a teaching career, he
earned a teaching certificate in music at the University of
Minnesota.

Chris was a terrific athlete, and seemed to thrive on the
challenges kayaking offered, whether seal launching off snow-
driftsto drop twenty feet into a pool on the Stewart River, or
surfing cold April snowmelt on the Kettle. But aboveall, hewas
asafe paddler, oneyou could count on to help scout arapid or
pull you out of theriver. Hewas the type of companion on and
off the river we all want. And those of you who knew him know
that hewasthe type of person and paddler who brought out the
best in people. Asa friend, Chris could be honest and blunt,
capabledf confessing hisown desireto bethebest ontheriver,
but alsounafraidtotell metoloosen upand enjoy myself sothat
he might see meat my best. Heasked no moreof othersthan he
did o himself.

His competitive nature and keen insights were comple-
mented by a goofy sense of humor that made him alot o fun.
Whether directing the school choir or running shuttle while
wearing Billy Bob teeth, or giggling hysterically while
backsurfing a wave, and trying to plant kisses on the cheeks of
other paddlers surfing with him, Chris sure made us laugh.

He frequently spoke df his desire to secure a teaching job
that would alow him towork with young people—and tospend
timeintheoutdoorsdoingthethingsheloved. Thoughwewere
all sadtosee Chrisset out for Washington State, we knew hewas
making a new life for himself in the mountains. The reports
trickled back— Chris skiing, paddling dozens of new rivers,
settling in to his new school, where the students had taken to
calling him "Sven." Hewas an optimist who had realized his
dreams. May weall be so fortunate.

Asthe bad news spread through the Washington and Minne-
sotapaddling communities, many o usfeltdisbelief, becausehe
was such a capable and cautious paddler. A mistake, poor
judgment, fatigue, carelessness, thewrong boat, lack of safety
gear, insanely high water —any one of these might have made
hisdeath alittleeasier tounderstand, and perhapsalittieeasier
toaccept. Butinstead, weareleft shocked by thelossof afriend,
and sobered by an awareness of our own vulnerability and the
knowledge that moving water can be so merciless. Hiscompan-
ionswerewell-equippedfor rescueandselflessintheir attempts
tosavehim, andwecanask for nomorethan that. Chris'sdeath
reminds us that paddling difficult rivers isinherently risky. It
reminds us that a few inches or a few minutes are al that
separate usfromalungful o air oralungful of water, alifetime
or an eternity.

Hisdeath will cast ashadow acrossour lives. But perhapsit
can reflect some d hislight aswell, by helping usall to revisit
the risksfound on difficult rivers, and ensuring that each of us
iscapable o providing the very best in safety to otherson the
river, every day. Chriswould have wanted no less. Let us hope
his memory can continue to brighten our lives, as we try to
make the best of the gift of each day on the water and off.

The Minnesota and Washington paddling communities will
greatly miss Chris.
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How Much Wood Doesa Paddler Chuck?

By Kevin Colburn

Strainers, filters, sweepers, wood, log sieves, log jams, timber, do
you havea chill running down your spineyet? At every blind corner
or blind drop we shutter alittle and worry about a hiding log. Logs
giveusnightmares. Logsarethe predators o paddliers and wetreat
them how our ancestorsinthiscountry treated wolvesand mountain
lions. They aregenerally disliked, their importance totheecosystem
is completely misunderstood, they are removed whenever possible,
and if oneisever implicated in theinjury or death o ahumanitis
ceremoniouslv destroyed.

Stream adjacent (o older clearcul. The
sawed logs are part of former road
crassing. Pheto John Gangemi.

We are not the first to pull logs from rivers. If you had been a
paddier 300 yearsago it would have been avery different experience.
Therewould have been more beaver damsthan you canimagine, and
large numbersof logsscattered all throughout the creeksand rivers.

and killed all the beaver and on the heels ol the irappers were loggers.
Laogiders cull all Uhe trees that sould have one day fallen tmlo the fiver
and built splash damsin steep creeks. These damswould hold ba:

floating logs and then would be dynamited to flush the logs dowsi-

streams persisted into the 1980s when it was still mandated that
loggersremoveall thelogsfromstreamsas part of cleaning up their
mess.

Three hundred yearsago most US riverswould have been rich
withfish and salamandersand other crittersaf astoundingdiversity
and numbers. The banks would have been densely vegetated in
almost every part of thecountry, and where there were trees, there
would betreesinstreams. The riversand streamswould flood, but
the stream and floodplain ecosvstems were adapted to flooding.

— Salmon and other fishwould ride the floodsto the ocean, nutrient

rich sediments would be deposited on the floodplains, and the
vegetation would flourish. There would be a constant cycle of
natural disturbance that would create a river system that offered a
large diversity o habitats for al kinds o species of plants and
animals.

The European fear and hatred of thingswild put an end to this
amazingly rich and strong balance of natural forcesand many river
systemsfell apart. Of the many damaging things our ancestors did
to rivers, the worst was probably the removal of riparian (stream-
side) vegetation through logging, grazing, and development. A
related impact that may be equally important was the removal of
wood from streams.

It turnsout that logs haveincredible ecologicaly importancein
many river systems. Logs trap sediment that would otherwise be
washed downstream. They areafood source to aquaticinsectsand
trap leaves and other important nutrient sources like salmon
carcasses. Logscreate poolsand overhead cover that act ascritical
fish habitat. Logs dissipate stream energy that would otherwise
potentially cause erosion to the bed and banks o the stream. Logs
can createand maintainislandsand gravel barsthat increase habitat
complexity. When logs are removed streams tend to become
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simpler. They will cut off meanders, have long uniform riffles, begin
to down-cut and erode laterally, and will lose much of their
biodiversity.

Obviously in most whitewater rivers complexity and erosion are
not bigissuesbecause d thelarge bouldersand bedrock that formthe
relatively stable bed, banks, and opportunities for fun. This is
because whitewater riversaretypicaly steep and therefore havewhat
ecologistscall ahightransport capacity. Thissimply meansthatthey
efficiently carry sediment and logs and anything else (us) through
thearea. When our riversflatten out, thewater dows and sediment
dropsout of the water. Logstoo are deposited on these floodplains.
Logstypicaly enter whitewater rivers through random events like
windthrow, mortality and decay, landslides, and avalanches. They
will typically be removed by random events like floods, but may
actually stay in the stream reach for long periods o time.

The dynamics of logsindlightly flatter streams arevery different
andlessrandom. Floodplainsarefairly flat areasadjacent toastream
or river. Theseareascan betiny little grovesin mountain streamsor
massiveexpansesalongbig rivers. If you areon astream and seethat
thebanksare made of fine materialslikesand, gravel, or cobbles, and
the land next to the channel isflat you are probably looking at a
floodplain. Floodplain rivers often meander and have afairly large
amount of natural erosion and deposition. Logs most often enter
these systemswhen the river undercuts the banks and causes trees
tofal. Logsalsocanwash downfrom upstream reachesduring high
water. Logsintheseareasareincredibly important tothestream and
its inhabitants.

There is also a hig difference in the role of logs in hig rivers
comparedtosmall creeks. Logsgenerally stay wherethey fal in very
small streams that are unable to move big logs. In medium-sized
streamslogsaregeneraly found individually andin jamsthat can be
full spanning. In large rivers, logs are generaly found in large
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accumulations on islands and on the inside of meanders. In small
streams one log can be very important, but in bigger rivers it is
usually the accumulationsthat are critical.

So what does all this scientific knowledge tell us paddlers?

Hopefully it will influence our actions on the streams where we
paddle. As regular users of these creeks and rivers we have an
important stewardship role. The sciencetellsusthat our sport may
have evolved under unnaturally safe and easy conditions. It tellsus
that as our rivers recover from past abuse we are likely to see an
increasing number of logsinour rivers. River restoration effortsare
likely to become more common. These programswill likely include
the artificial placement of wood in rivers. It tells us, perhaps most
importantly, that weshoul d seriously consider the negative ecologi-
cal impacts of removing wood. If you are considering removing a
strainer from afloodplain stream you will likely damage the stream.
Removal o logsfromsteeper riverswith bedrock or boul der channels
will have much lessof anegative effect, but that log may have oneday
washed downstream whereit is needed or be serving an important
ecological function in that mountain stream.

If we as boaters cherish and respect these rivers then we have an
ethical obligationtoconsider andlessen our impactsonthem. Whenwe
arelooking at strainers with pragmatism and disdain we should weigh
theadvantagesthat that |og providesthestreamwith our ownsituation.
Inshort, thestream's heal th should be considered beforeour whimsical
urge to spend afew seconds paddling afew feet of river. Surely thereis
a set d continuums o ecological importance and another set that
definesthelog relativeto paddlers. Some combinationsof factorstell us
weshouldnot removethelog, otherstell isitismoreokay. Hereisashot
at outliningthesecontinuumsinasort o key. Thinkabout thesethings
if you are considering removing astrainer.
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DO NOt REMOVE LOJ.....cvvveerrivvisnsiesevemmmnsnrevisssssssesssssnns Ly onenecseermme e snssasesssissieiens More OK to Remove Log
Ecological Considerations
Sand, Gravel, CODDIE BaNKS........cceirevecerieeercnsiresierersereremeesesesetsens stssestssssssssstssisssenssssssssssssssssescaseatatsstassassessasssassasses Bedrock Banks
Floodplain Adjacent t0 ChannEl CliffS....urvcriniiniccscrnisciiene vt sss s erassars st ssssssassesesses Adjacent to Channel
Log Trapping SEAiMENt ........cuverrmerinimnmnrierienissesiersesissesssiesans S e ettt bbb Log Above Water Level
LogisLargeand LoNg .....cccccerereriiissmicsiniiecsssenenssnssnsesassesnes Do et b s Log isSmall and Short
Stream has Endangered SPeCieS ..., Do et No Endangered Species
NO Riparian Vegetation ..........ccccceeinirercmercremermeismssssssiiisiesesenans Do e et Dense Riparian Vegetation
Heavily Impacted Watershed .........cocovemnieerennneneerserereersiesenessenss BB oivereiiiereieseereserirenerernensapesesenseasansesanens Intact Forested Watershed
Paddling Consderations
LOG IS ODVIOUS ....ceurreereecarnees e isisersssesesesmsesessesesssnsessassnsenss Do e s bbb e LogisHidden
Log isAvoidableWhile Paddling ......c.cocoveeeevcemeecsiciscseininisneccinenns e L e e Log is Unavoidable
LOQ iS EASIY POMAGEM .eoovverereirerireseseeseireasessessersesssesemseieesersssssss ssssssassassssssssisssesessassssssssssasssesssessesssinns Log isImpossible to Portage
Log Unlikely to Entrap Paddler ........cocoeverecrrnienseecscrereercrreccansenses Do oottt b Log Likely to Entrap Paddler
Login Seldom Paddled ReaCh ..., Do s e b Login Popular Reach
ClASSV ...ceceeeeriisresirssssins st sasesssesseasisssesossstonssstsssatesanes B i ————————— Class I/111
WIHAEINESS ....cercrreeecrceiecee s casa s reas e Urban

Mogt paddiers have a strong environmental ethic and respect and even love rivers. We pride ourselves on
approaching Nature on Nature'sterms, not Man's. If we wish to paddieon Man'sterms perhapswe can negotiate with
Disney World, Dollywood,and Six Flagsto open their whitewater canyonsto paddlers. However, if wewish to paddie
on Nature'stermswewill haveto negotiatewith Nature, in our heartsand in Nature'swhitewater canyons. Letscome
to that tablewe | informed with ethicsand caring and consideration. Letsleavethe audacity so inherent in humans
behind and work out an agreement that leadsto riversfunctioning up totheir potential and paddlerssafely exploring
theirs.
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Strip mine/power plant threatens
West Virginia’s Middle Fork River and
Otter Creek

Wilderness waterways could be hit by more acid precipitation

By Nathan Fetty

A proposal for a strip mine, combined with a 225
megawati power pland, could adversely impact the
Middle Fork River in north-central West Virginia, a
popular whitewater boating run. In addition,
particulates from the power plant could create
problems for streams in the Dolly Sods and Ofter
Creek wilderness areas of the Monongahela National
Forest,

The project would be at Anker Energy’s Upshur Froperty site i
Upshur County, West Virginia, where Island Creck Coal mined in e
1950s with devastating acid mine drainage (AMD) a3 a result. Strip
pines in this area have killed both the Middle Fork and Buckhannan
Hi'."-.‘l' with AMILD,
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Anker's plan would allow the company to burn coal and ackd-
producing shale on-site for the power plant with crushed limestone to
neulralize the acid, The resulting by-product, a higthhy alkaline ityash,
wouibd be used as backiill to reclaim the stripped land to ik approxs-
male original conlour, Also, Anker claims that it can barrni a lurge pile
o achd-producing waste material left behind by previous mining
e ralions

In addition, the power plant would be a “cogeneration” faciliby,
where (he excess sLearm we siild b wed bo poswer an adjacent mmanufac-
puring facility. However, the plan could still go forward even if N
manifacturing plant opens on the site, Uiherwise the sieam may
l\.||-_|r||-| be released inko the l||:|I'.||".|""|I-| re, Itke that ol a comventional
penwer plant
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InFall o 1999, Anker approached several environmental groups

to share the company's plan and solicit feedback. While Anker's
openness about the proposal was refreshing, West Virginia Rivers
Coalition, along with W.Va. Highlands Conservancy, Mountaineer
Chapter-Trout Unlimitedand local citizensspoke in oppositiontothe
strip mine permit at a public hearing in Buckhannon, W.Va. last
March.

Among our questionsand
coneerns

Although theminingand power generation plansaresaid to be
new technology, thisismore experimentation onasitethat is
highly susceptible to AMD problems. This is unacceptable,
especialy when trout streams and boating runs like Tenmile
Creek of Buckhannon, Right Fork of the Middle Fork and Otter
Creek are likely to be impacted.

Although the flyash used to negate AMD would be highly
akaline, that doesn't mean it is without problems. Precise
calculations for flyash application are difficult. If the flyash
leaksorisover-applied, that could spell troubl efor downstream
drinking water supplies. Wedon't know the public's cost to pay
for treating increased iron, manganese, and hardness in drink-
ing water supplies. The City of Buckhannon isalready paying
additionally totreatwater for problemsstemming from Upshur
Property.

P P T I
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EPA recently considered regulating flyash and other coal
combustion wastes as hazardous. These wastes can cause fish
kills and amphibian deformities. Also, such waste materials
contain concentrated levels of heavy metals like arsenic, lead
and cadmium, radioactive elements, cancer causing organic
compounds and other contaminants. The Hoosier Environ-
mental Council (Indiana) has found 63 cases of power plant
wastes contaminating ground and surface water supplies be-
yond any use. Over 38 research studies have documented
deformities, hormonal problems, genetic damage, and deathin
plants, fish, amphibians, reptilesand/or mammals from power
plant wastes.

There are special concernswith mercury emissions from coal-
fired power plants. Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that con-
taminates food supplies, especially fish. Such a poisonous
substance will likely become a bigger issue with coal-fired
power plantsas regulators begin to recognize problemshbeyond
acid precipitation. Coal-fired power plantsarethelargest source
of mercury pollution.

The power plantwould require2-1/2 tonsd limestonefor every
ton of fuel. That limestone will likely come from quarries in
eastern West Virginia, where such extraction can be intensely
damaging to land, groundwater supplies, and surface water.
This encourages extraction of one nonrenewable resource to
enableextraction of another nonrenewableresource. Addition-
aly, an upgraded highway has been proposed along the Middle
Fork to truck in the limestone.
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The Dally Sods and Otter Creek wilderness areas in the
Monongahela National Forest are already at acid precipitation
thresholds. The Uphsur County plant, whichisinthe wind path
o thesesensitiveareas, could push the health of these streams

over the edge.

Anker officias have noted that the manufacturing facility
could provide upwards of 500 jobs, which isakey factor inlocal
officials support of the plan. The company has noted that the
jobswould, ideally, be high-paying, high-skilled, and that the
manufacturingfacility would beenvironmentally friendly. But
there is no guarantee that any o these goalswill be realized.

Currently, Anker hashired anindependent consultant selected by
theenvironmental community toeval uatethestrip mining proposal,
before the strip mine permit isgranted or denied. Similar studiesof
theair pollution permitand the economicfeasibility of Anker's plan
to sell electricity to the power grid are being looked into. Well be
tracking developmentsin the coming months and calling on boaters
tospeak up for thesewonderful rivers and streams, and the commu-
nities and recreation they support.

Nathan Fetty is a program associate with West Virginia Rivers
Coalition, a statewide river conservation organization. For more infor-
mation, visit their Web site at www. wyrivers.orgor call (304) 637-
7201.

Hydropower Relicensing in westem North Carolina

In January, Duke Power (formerly Nantahala Power and Light) invited input on proposed studies for
hydropower projects on the East Branch, West Branch and mainstem of the Tuckaseegee River aswell
as the Nantahala River in western North Carolina. American Whitewater along with local paddling
groups filed comments on the proposed studies most notably the location, design and execution of
whitewater controlled flow studies. These projects dewater or regulate flow on ten whitewater reaches
some o which have never or rarely been paddied dueto project operations. The study phaseallows us
toidentify optimum flowsfor whitewater recreation. Theseflowscan then be plugged intofuture project
operationsfor the next 30 to 50 years. All of thisis contingent onyou, the future user o this resource
lending a hand in the relicense efforts. We need boaterswith local knowledge to attend meetings and
filecomments. Contact John Gangemi to see how you can assist with thiseffort, 406-837-3155; email:
jgangemi@digisys.net.

Roadless Victory!

Congratulations!
President Clinton signed
the Record of Decison
for the Roadless Palicy,
protecting nearly 60
millionacresofour
National Forests—that is
bigger than all ofour
national parks combined!
American Whitewater
supported thiseffortin
large part because we
viewed thisasa river
protection and recreation
Initiative. The
headwaters of many of
our nations premiere
whitewater runsare
situatedin roadless areas
which up until now
lacked formal protection
fromroad building and
timber harvest.

Thishugeand historic victory would not have been possible without al the hard work and dedication
of activists throughout the United States. Secretary o Agriculture, Dan Glickman said, "Never before
havethe American peopleso actively participated in helping to decide how their publiclandsshould be
managed. Thefact that morethan1.5 millioncommentswere received from Americansshow that these
truly aredl d the people'slands, not just afew, and they care deeply about how they are cared for.” In
fact, nearly 1,000 American Whitewater members submitted comments supporting the roadless plan,
which Executive Director Rich Bowersand Access Director Jason Robertson presented to Forest Chief
Dombeck in a private ceremony last summer.

Inventoried Roadless Areaswill be protected not only from new roads, but alsocommercial logging will
be prohibited! Thisisa massiveimprovement over the first draft of the proposal, and Chief Dombeck
specifically said the Forest Service had responded to the tremendous humber o public comments. In
total, 58.5millionacresd our National Forestswill be protected. Thisprotection directly benefitsour
rivers and streams and the quality of your paddling experience. This translates into clean water,
aesthetics, and wilderness adventures.

President Bush hasthreatened to overturn thisdecision or find waystoweakenit; however it isapparent
that such adecision would require extensive public input and lead to aprotracted legal battle. Thefact
that 1in 250 people in America commented on this planisreally impressive and creates astrong legal
argument that the decision is NEPA compliant.
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Boaters Beat
Mountain States Legal Foundation!

By Jason Robertson-& R. Lodders
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6]t is abundantly dear that
the plaintiffscannot show that
the 4ream accesslaw hasno
public purposeand, in point of

fact: nlaintiffs have not made

any real effort to do so0.2?
Judge Lovell

On January 4th, 2001 U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell
dismissed acase challenging publicrecreational rightson Montana's
rivers and streams. Thisisa huge win for boaters and fishermen!

The casewas brought by the Mountain States Legal Foundation,
and challenged a 1985 law allowing recreational access below the
high water mark on all rivers and streams.

The Mountain States Legal Foundation was established in 1977
with initial funding provided by beer baron Joseph Coors. The
organization's first president was James Watt, the highly controver-
sid Interior Secretary under Ronald Reagan. JamesWatt hasbeen in
the news lately because of his close ties to the Bush nominee for
Interior Secretary, Colorado Attorney General Gale Norton. MSLF
receives significant funding from nearly 200 corporate and right-
wing foundations, including the Coors-run Castle Rock Foundation.
Interestingly, Judge Lovell was also a Reagan appointee.

The suit focused on the part o the law allowing public use d
nonnavigable rivers. In order towin, the plaintiffs had to prove that
the state acted irrationally and arbitrarily, and beyond the public
interest. However, in his decision, Lowell stated, "It is abundantly
clear that the plaintiffscannot show that thestream accesslaw hasno
public purposeand, in point of fact, plaintiffs have not made any real
effort to do so."

Judge Lovell said the state provided plenty of obvious, rational
reasons for the law, including sewing the public's desire to use
waterways for recreation, promoting tourism and the economy, and
managing Montana's natural resources and wildlife.

The day after the decision, The Missoulian newspaper reported
that attorney's for the plaintiffswould likely appeal thecasetothe9th
Circuit Court of Appeals. However, Lovell issued such a resounding
defeat to the MSLFthat weanticipate plaintiffswill decide not torisk
thesignificant cost of appeal. American Whitewater will continue to
follow thisand post updatesif the appeal moves forward.

Higory of the Decigon

Ashort rendition o the lega history of the Stream Access Law
may be helpful in understanding Judge Lovell's decision. This
remarkable piece of legislation was conceived by Article IX Section
3(3) of Montana's1972 Constitution, which provided that al surface
waterswithin the State are the property o the peopleand subject to
their beneficia uses.

The specificsubstance o the Stream AccessLaw was outlined by
theMontanaSupreme Court intwodecisions rendered in 1984 when
the Montana Coalition for Stream Accesssued two private property
owners that had attempted to close stretches dof the Dearborn and
Beaverhead Rivers. Those decisions, Curran and Hildreth, declared
that any surfacewaters capable of recreational use may beso used by
the public without regard to streambed ownership, and that the
public enjoyed adominant easement up the highwater marksdf the
river in order to facilitate such recreational uses.

In 1985, the Montana Legislature codified much o the law
announced by the Supreme Court when it enacted the Stream
Access Law as sections 23-2-301, et seq. of the Montana Code
Annotated.

Several property owners, including Harrison Saunders (one of
thenamed plaintiffsinthefederal case pending before JudgeL ovell),
immediately challenged the constitutionality of the recently en-
acted statute in Galt v. State  Montana. Although the Montana
Supreme Court struck certain minor provisions o thelaw, it upheld
the most important provisions of the Stream AccessLaw as consti-
tutional under both the Montana and federal Constitutions. Most
importantly, the plaintiffs failed to appeal this decision tothe U. S.
Supreme Court.

American Whitewater v March e April 2001
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In the case filed before Judge Lovell in the United Stated District
Court (Madisonv.Montana),the plaintiffs are privatelandownerswith
property on the Stillwater River, the Ruby River, and O'Dell Creek.
They alleged that the Stream Access Law violates substantive due
processrightsunder the 14th Amendment o theU.S. Constitutionand
similar rights protected under 42 USC 1983 because it constitutes a
taking of private property or liberty rightsby permitting public use of
their privateproperty. They alsoalleged that theActisunconstitution-
ally vague because it neither prohibits nor permits portage rights
around natural obstacles on their property.

Judge Lovell dismissed plaintiffs cause of action inadecision that
sets forth no less than four independent grounds for rejecting the
landowner's challenge to Montana's Stream Access Law. Judge Lovell
accepted both the substantive arguments advanced by the State o
Montanaand the technical grounds for dismissal asserted by interve-
nors like the Montana Coalition for Stream Access. If any one d the
four holdingsin JudgeL ovell'sdecisionisaffirmed onappeal, Montana's
model |egislation protecting recreational accessto riversand streams
will have the approval of both state and federal courts.

On thesubstantivearguments, Judge Lovell first reconfigured the
landowner's claims, properly identifying them as claims under the
Takings Clause of the Fifth Amendment, which is applicable to the
States under the 14th Amendment. The Court held that the landown-
erscould not meet thestandards for showing aviol ation of theTakings
Clause and specifically held that: "It isabundantly clear that Plaintiffs
cannot show that the Stream Access Lav has no public purpose, and
inpoint d fact Plaintiffs have not made any real effort soto do.....Itis
even doubtful whether the Stream AccessLaw resultsinatakinginthe
first place, given thatit relates primarily topublic activitiesonapublic
way, i.e., the recreational use of Montana's surface waters."

Judge Lovell also rejected the arguments on vagueness by cor-
rectly characterizing themasclaimfor relief based onthefact that M
T was enacted about portaging around natural obstacles, and the
landowners had failed to plead that such obstacles even existed onthe
sections of rivers over which they claimed ownership.

JudgeLovel thenreinforced hisdecision onthesubstantive merits
by articulatingno less than three independent technical reasonswhy
the landowners' lawsuit (and any futuresimilar challenges) must be
dismissed.

First, the Court held that any such suits were now barred by the
Statutedf Limitationssincethelandownershad been on notice d any
alleged "taking" since at least 1985, the year in which the legislation
was enacted by the Montana Legislature.

Secondly, Judge Lovel held that since the Montana Supreme
Court had aready ruled on the issue of constitutionality in Galt,
HarrisonSaunders(andall similarly situated landowners)were barred
from relitigating the issue by res judicata.

Finally, the Court held that the landownerscould not seek redress
infedera district courtafter the MontanaSupreme Court had decided
the issue because federalism doctrines precluded review o state
judicial decisions.

Judge Lovell's decision is strongly worded, well supported and
based on several independent groundswhich would permit the Ninth
Circuittoaffirmdismissal of thelandownersattempt todismantlethis
important piece o legislation. We are optimistic that Montana's
Stream Access Law will remain aviable model for important legisla
tion in other states protecting the rights of paddlers and other
recreational usersd the priceless rivers and streams of America.

If you had trouble getting to the river, let us know. Use this form to report access
problemsso that AW can convince legislatorsand government authoritieswhereand
when river accessis a problem. If you have met an irate landowner, noticed signs
forbiddingaccess, or werestopped by alandowner, barbed wirefenceor alocked gete,
tell usabout it on thisform. If several boatersare arrested or involved, only 1form > %"fgfeg %V%dﬁlbg%%ﬁm
should befilled out per incident naming a boater availablefor future contact. 520 Closdly gwemmmt agenoy
. 521 Feded
River State 1. Trespass Ticket, warning or arrestfor: 522  Sae
. 110  Tregpesson private property 523 Locd
Daed incident 120  Tregpesson public property 530  Highwater closure
130  Crimind tregpassarest
Acosss code categories: Ligt beow or circlethe cat- 140  Qvil trespass lawsuit 6. Nav accsssfess
egories, multiplecategoriesare ok. 610  Chaged by privatelandowner
2 RJbIICAooeS Cledost;/r(? e law 620 Charged by government agency
Brief descriptiond incident: 2 1 1 by BLM 8%% State
212  Denied by Forest Savice 623 Locd
i
- € 7. Dan controlledrivers
230  Deid ty locd authority ;]2-8 \l/vag tlétrg%‘ildr t rortoolit
e . ncons OW:.t00 mucnhortoolitie
3. Injury from man-madeobstacles i
Boater contact f 1 Barbed wireor fence 730 Nonoticed releases
Address 320  Low heed dam 8. Lawsuitsand legidation _
Qly etc 811  Nawlegidation to block river access
Phone 4. Obdades running river, SCOUt :uﬂor portaging 812  Lawslitsto block access
emall 2218 chec\)/r\nre n treeon odingaocess 821 jislation to enable river access.
Landowner/Agency/Sheriff contact (if known) blocking 822 Lawaiistoencvie
Adles o Weigiommne s moemc,
Gty efc 440  Vehidetowed, ticketed, or vanddized @csn ‘ e
Pnorgla 450  Threatsor actsof violence rensiord@osn.net
ema

Access is a constan! struggle. The AW Access Committee needs your NEIN,
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Cautious Optimism for Gall Norton

By Jason Robertson

With the new Bush administration settlingin, we are beginning to learn more about Gale Norton, his
nomineefor the Director's position in the Department o the Interior (DOI). The Interior Department
overseesthe National Park Service (NPS), fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau o Indian Affairs (BIA), Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), Officeof Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Minerals
Management Service, US Geol ogical Survey (USGS), Bureau d Reclamation, and Rivers Trailsand
Conservation Assistance program (RTCA). We are cautioudy optimistic about working with Norton;
however we do have somereal concernsabout how her leadership may effect river conservationand access

over the next severa years.

In general we know that Norton has a strongly conservative
ideological bent, sharpintellect, and personableworking style. Norton
is very familiar with water law and was appointed by the Senior
President Bush to the Western Water Policy Commission and also
served asAssociate Solicitor for Conservation and Wildlifedf theU.S
Department of the Interior.

Nortonisastrong proponent of stateand private property rights,
and will likely encourage greater participation by state and local
governmentsin management decisions. This means that American
Whitewater regional volunteers will probably have a great opportu-

nity to play a larger role in the decision-making process in their
backyards.

Norton worked at the anti-environmental Mountain States Legal
Foundation where she spent four years before being elected to two
terms as Colorado's attorney general. The Mountain States Lega
Foundation is the same group that recently lost the Montana case
described earlier in thisissue of the American Whitewater Journal
challenging the state's Stream Access Law. Norton's close affiliation
with the Mountain State Legal Foundation was mirrored by her
affiliation with such other extreme "property rights" groups as the
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Legal Advisory Council for Defenders of Property Rights. It is this
connection to strict private property rights advocates that most
concerns American Whitewater because these are the same groups
that regularly challenge the public's ability to float, portage, and
recreate on the nation's rivers.

Assenior counsel for thelaw firm of Brownstein, Hyatt & Farber,
Nortonwasapaid lobbyist and professed expertise in awide range of
issuesincluding: Civil Justice Reform, Environmental Law, Federal-
ism, Government Agencies, Mass Torts, Product Liability, Property
Rights, Regulation of Business, State/Federal Relations, Takings of
Private Property for Public Use, Telecommunications, Tort Reform,
and Water Law.

Asthe Colorado Attorney General, Norton wasa strong advocate
for thestate's" self-audit" law. Thislaw allowscompaniesto conduct
voluntary audits to determine whether they are complying with
environmental requirements and gives businesses immunity from
litigation andfinesif they report theviolationsand correctthem. The
federal EPA does not support these self-audit laws.

Oned thefirstissues Norton faced as Colorado Attorney General
wascleaning up the Superfund siteat Rocky Mountain Arsenal. From
her work on this project Norton concluded, "First, the states arethe
only viable entities to police Federal facilities for environmental
violations, because the EPA cannot enforce effectively against its
sister Federal agencies. And second, private partiesshould insist on
environmental compliance at Federal facilities, because cleanup
standards should be the samefor everyone."

In 1997 Norton submitted testimony to Congress supporting the
Animas-LaPlataProject in Colorado. Many river conservation groups
opposed this plan to dam the Animas River, which was passed in

" infofikayakmexico. com
B00-653-6221

WHY A

wWater & fond tlvmes

October 2000 asarider ontheappropriations bill. Norton advocated
that the state hasa treaty obligationwith the Utetribesto build the
dam and provide resewed water rights, thereby protecting the
existingwater distribution network for ranchersinthebasin. Norton
dismissed proposed alternatives and environmental concerns on
legal grounds.

Avyear later in 1998, Norton helped found and chair the Coalition
of Republican Environmental Activists (CREA)stating, "Wesupport
market-oriented, property rights-based, locally controlledsol utions."
CREA had many conservative luminaries on its board including
Senators Craig, Murkowski, and Representative Chenowith. A
grassroots group called Republicans for Environmental Protection
(REP) quickly dismissed thisnew thinktank asa" greenscam organi-
zation."

In January 2001, Congress held hearings on Norton's nomina-
tion. WhiletheSierraCluband WildernessSociety protested Norton's
nomination, she received thesupport o the National Parks Conser-
vation Association (NPCA).

Based on our conversationswith theincoming Bush administra-
tionand Congress, weexpect Nortonwill seek greater fundingfor the
National Parksand will support protecting these national treasures.
However, we are concerned about the possibility that the National
Monuments Clinton established may not receive the protection they
too deserve. Wearealso very interested in learning whether Norton
will support our funding goals for the USGS streamgaging network.

In summary, we approach Norton with cautious optimism. A lot
hinges on the people she selects to help her lead the different
agencieswithin the Department of Interior, and their commitment
to protecting America's rivers from devel opment.

We want you in our skirts!

-
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The Second HAf d the 2000 Season
!une 29, - December 31,2000

By Charlie Walbridge
AW Safety Editor

Thesecond half o the2000 pad-
dling season was a busy one for
tracking whitewater accidents.
During the last sx months there
were 13 kayak, 4 canoe, and 14
raftingfatalitiesreportedto Ameri-
can Whitewater. This brings the
U.S totalsthisyear to17 kayak, 11
canoe, and 21 rafting deaths. The
kayak number is high, reflecting
the growth o thesport in the last
five years. Seven o these deaths
were in Class V whitewater. The
number d reported accidents also
reflects increased use of the
Internet, which hadimproved com-
munication between paddlers na-
tionwide. Information comes to
us from posts to rec.boats.paddle
or boatertalk.com, as well as
through e-mailssent to the safety
editor. I'd liketo thank our most
dedicated correspondents, Kevin
Sulewski, Kathy Streletzky, Aida
Parkinson, Paul Shelp, Slim Ray,
LeeBelknap, Jason Robertson, Tim
Kdly, and Bob Gedekoh. These
folks scan these sites and forward
relevant material. AW members
also mail us press clippings that
report deaths occurring outside
the paddling community. These
"low tech," but valuable effortsare
oftenaccompanied by descriptions
of the accident sites, often on riv-
ersseldom paddled by experienced
whitewater enthusiasts.

Kayak Accidents

O the thirteen most recent kayaking
deaths, six of thevictimswere rather inexpe-
rienced, and six were experts who died run-
ning Class V whitewater. The risks for
whitewater kayakers seem to be greatest for
those at the highest and lowest extremes of
skill. Letslook at the Class V deathsfirst:

On July T0™ Mike Barker, 35, astrong
Class V boater who had recently moved to
Seattlefrom Tennessee, drowned ontheCas-
cade RiverinWashington State. ThisClassV
run starts off fast. Barker became caught in
a hole at the bottom o the first rapid and
recirculated for a long time. Then, debili-
tated from his battleswith the hole, he was
carried by a fast-moving wave train into
BridgeWreck Rapid. There hewashed intoa
nasty collection o rusting I-beamsand rebar
at midstream and disappeared. Thisisthe
same spot that claimed another paddler last
year. Clay Wright commented that it looks
like there's a safe run-out here when scout-
ing from the top, but that the river is much
more continuous herethanyou'd anticipate.
Asthewater level dropped over the next few
days, rescuerscould seeBarker's body. Even-
tually they were able to make the recovery.

Gore Canyon, apopular ClassVrunon
the Upper Colorado, had not seen a fatality
until this year. But in early August there
were two deathsin two days! On August 1%,
the river was running at a moderate 1,120
cfs. Mark Gober, whowaswith thevictim's
party but had decided to wak out, watched
his group from the railroad bed as they at-
tempted Kirschbaum Rapid. Hisdescription
follows: A kayaker, running third inagroup
of four, ran a different chute and slammed
into an underwater rope that had strung
itself across the chute. He was violently
peeled from hisboat and forcedtoswim. The
two paddlers below chased himand hisgear.
Matt Classon, 27, ran next. He, too, hit the
rope hard. Hisboat floated free, but hisbody
did not.

Gober's group made an extensivesearch
o theentirearea, checking eddiesand prob-
ing the upstream faces o rock. Inthe pro-
cessthey found a pinned kayak, (not belong-
ing to their party). Thinking that their
friend could be pinned underneath it, they
pulled it free using a Z-drag. They found
nothing. Eventually they paddied out and
notifiedauthorities. Rescuersbeganasearch
early the next morning, and Classon's body
wasfound milesdownstream, near the take-

out. Hishelmet had been torn off and he had
aserious head wound.

Thisisnot thefirst death resulting from
an abandoned throw rope in ariver. There
was much speculation on Mountainbuzz.com
about the source o the rope. Apparently it
had nothing to do with the pinned kayak.
Fortunately, agroup of boaters who ran the
river later were able to remove this hazard-
ous rope. If your rope becomes snagged,
spare noeffortsto removeit. Theropecan be
cut very close to the point of entanglement
and left in place asalast resort.

The next day Christopher Delaney, 34,
astrong Class V paddler who had run Gore
Canyon over 30 times, died running Gore
Rapid. Gore Rapid is a continuous Class V
with a long run out, closely followed by a
Class IV called Pyrite. Postings on
Mountainbuzz.com by John Kacik and Tom
Boyd's article in the Daily Trail described
Delaney's accident.

On Wednesday, August 2, Kacik's group
met up with Delaney and Brad White at the
put-in to Gore. The flow was 1,250 cfs.
Kacik'sgroup o three had spentthemorning
talkingtothe Grand County SheriffsDepart-
ment, Grand County Search and Rescue, and
the BLM about the death on Tuesday, August
1. They decided to paddle Gore Canyon with
Delaney and White to try and remove any
throw bagsthey couldfind. Inadditiontothe
throw bag in Kirschbaum, Kacik had spotted
onein Pyrite the day before.

Kacik and another paddler entered Gore
rapid and eddied out onriver left below Deci-
sion Rock, theusual placetowait for the rest
of the group. Delaney was next, he ran the
right-side pencil drop, the "sneak line"
through Gore Rapid. Heflipped ashepaddled
back into the main flow of the current and
went over Decision Rock. Hedid not attempt
aroll, and his paddle surfaced away from his
boat below Decision Rock.

Kacik realized Delaney was still in his
boat upside down and they attempted to
rescue Delaney through the rest of Gore
Rapid, into Scissors, and Pyrite. Theywerein
contactwith hisboat through portionsdf the
chase, but were unable to right the boat.
After Pyrite, they managed to stop Delaney's
boat, drag himout of the boat onto the rocky
shore, and began CPR immediately. Delaney
was unresponsive. They sent for help, andall
lent a hand with CPR until the paramedics
and search and rescue arrived.

The Grand County Sheriffs Department
listedthecausedf death as drowning. Delaney
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hasonly minor headinjuries, and Brad Whitedidn't noticeany
damageto helmet or head that would appear fatal. Whitedid,
however, mention that Delaney had cracked his mountain
bike helmet i nacrash twoweeksbefore the kayakingaccident.
If Delaney had suffered aconcussion, it might have made him
susceptible to asecond head injury.

The Green River Gorge near Hendersonville, North
Carolina is one of the East's classic ClassV runs. Like Gore
Canyon, there had never been adeath here until thisyear. An
excellent report written by Bryan Jenningsand Rob Barnham
tellswhat happened: Witt Mills, 29, wasastrong paddler from
Oregon who had family and friends in North Carolina. On
August 87 he attempted to run the Green with a strong,
experienced group. At "Chiefs" the group elected to run a
popular right-hand sneak. The move consistsd aleft-to-right
boof off arock. Millsmissed themoveandwasthrownintothe
left channel. Here a strong jet o water drove him into an
undercut rock. Millspinned vertically, his high volume creek
boat completely submerged. Thishappened at about 1:30 PM.

This spot was not easy for rescuers to reach. Several
boaters tried to approach from downstream by paddling into
a hole and reaching out with their paddlies. Another boater,
who was setting safety from shore, began throwing his rope
within seconds o the pin. Mills hand reached up severa
times in the first few minutes. He was unable to catch the
rope, and hishand soon went under for thelast time. Minutes——
later his life vest was pulled from his body, followed by the
sprayskirt, float bags, and some foam outfitting from his
kayak.

Onedf thepaddlerswent toget help. Hereached thetake-
out and called 911 from a cell phone. Afterwards, he led a
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group of paddlersinto thegorgeviaahiking
trail, then upstream to the accident site.
While he was gone, the rest o the group
continued their extrication attempts. Mills
body and boat were not visible, but thegroup
knew wherehewas. Much later, at 3:00 PM,
they managed to snag Mills' armwith arope.
They pulled, but were unableto hold it above
thesurfacefor morethan afew seconds. This
continued without success until the rescue
squad arrived at 4:00 PM. One paddler, in
training to bea paramedic, had set upaCPR
station on some flat rocks on river right.
Another acted as downstream safety.

Now the release passed and the river
dropped. Mills and his boat were clearly
visible. Afteranintensediscussion, the group
convinced the rescue squad that they knew
what they were doing and should be allowed
to continue their efforts. They first tried
setting a rope under Mills torsoand pulling.
That didn't work. Then they belayed a pad-
dler into an eddy near the boat. This"eddy"
had been aholeduringthefull release. Next,
they attached aline to the kayak's security
loop. Now, using a z-drag, 10-12 people
quickly pulled the boat free. Mill's body
floated free, and they quickly grabbed him
and pulled ashore. It took a team of 36
rescuers from several units several hoursto
carry the body up asteep trail leading out of
the gorgetothe road. Peoplewho examined
the boat |ater are pretty sure it folded, trap-
ping Millsinside.

On November 5% Dan Dunlap, author
o "World Whitewater," died during a rescue
attempt on Ecuador's Pilaton River. Details
are still sketchy. The accident reportedly
occurred at a15foot, ClassVI drop. Dunlap
was found in waist-deep water in a cave on
river left downstream. Aropewaslowered to
him, and hetied himself in at thewaist. He
died during the haul-up that followed. An
autopsy reported the cause of death as head
injuries sustained during the swim.

Some people suggested that the haul-up
itself might have caused the death. While
thiswas clearly not true, suspending some-
onefromaropetied off at thewaist can cause
serious damage. The rope typically rides up
under the victim's armpits, resulting in
breathingdifficultiesandinternal injuries. A
young paddler wasinjured thisway during a
haul-up in Ernie's Canyon ayear ago. At best
itisavery uncomfortablewagtogo. Vertica
rescue skills are not often taught in the
standard two-day river rescueclass, but here
is one idea worth remembering: use a sit
harness to support people when raising or
lowering them. When a rope is lowered to
you, know how to tie yourself in correctly!
You can construct asit harness from rope or
webbing pretty easily. Many of us wear a
waist-loop which could be modified for this
purpose, or you can cut up a throw line.
Alternatively, you can buy aPFD with abuilt-
in climbing harness, or take a lightweight

climber's sit harnessalong.

American Whitewater has worked
hard over the past decadetoopen upstretches
o river closed because of dams and diver-
sions. Oned these, LaGrande Canyon df the
Nisgually in eastern Washington State, isan
outstanding Class V run through a scenic
sheer-walled gorge. Unfortunately, therewas
afatality during a scheduled release on De-
cember 2™, Darren Albright, a member of
the party who played akey rolein the rescue
attempt, wrote adetailed account of theday's
events. Hewas paddlingwith ChrisRingsven,
27, astrong Class V paddler, and four other
peoplethat day. They got out toscout "Ham-
mer Slammer," thefirst mgjor drop. Every-
one decided to take the most conservative
right-hand line. Albright and another pad-
dler set up safety while Ringsven made his
run. His line appeared good until he hit a
hidden rock towardsthe bottom of the drop.
He stopped dead, then disappeared under
water.

Albright, whowaswearing arescuevest,
clipped intoathrow line held by hisbuddies
and leapt from shore to where Ringsven's
boat was pinned. He was able to brush
Ringsven's body and grab the boat before
being carried awvay. Heswung in to shore,
got out of the water, and made a second
jump. The boat shifted on impact, pushing
the bow out of the water, and Albright was
again washed downstream immediately.
Swinging to shore, he took a second throw
line from his friends and made his third
jump. Hebrushed past Ringsven's body again,
then somehow found ashallow rock with his
feet. Heclipped thesecond lineinto the bow
grab loop, then lifted the bow up while his
friends pulled from shore. The boat came
loose. They had freed Ringsven in about two
minutes, an outstanding pieced rescuework.

As the boat surfaced, Albright released
hisrescue harnessandfloatedinthecurrent,
searching for Ringsven. He brushed the
cockpit, but itwasempty. Hesaw alifejacket
near the cockpit and grabbed it. Therewas
no oneinside. Swimming into the eddy, he
struck Ringsven's body. He grabbed
Ringsven's arm, but could not hold on. Then
he saw Ringsven disappear over the horizon
lineinto the next rapid. Running alongside
the river, Albright headed downstream.
Forced into thewater by acliff, he swam the
bottom part of the next rapid, straining to
maintain visual contact. By this time
Ringsven's body was being carried into yet
another drop. Albright swam to shoreasone
d hisgroup charged past inakayak. Albright
worked along the shore, but was once again
forced into the water by cliff walls. At about
thistime asecond paddler hustled past him.
Everyonewalked around ClassV Triple Falls,
just below here. As Albright rounded a cor-
ner he could see his two friends performing
CPR on a midstream rock.

After assisting with CPR for about 20

minutes, Albright began asteep climbtothe
canyon rim to get help. He reached the
highway, flagged a car, and reached a phone
where he called 911. Dam officials shut off
the water, and rescue squads were called to
thescene. Meanwhile, a paramedicwho was
boating with another party arrived and pro-
nounced Ringsven dead. Soon after hisbody
was removed from the river by a military
helicopter.

Although the rock was not visible, boat-
ers who had run the canyon previously re-
ported hitting it hard and even sticking to it
momentarily. Albright examined the rock
with the flow shut off and says it was defi-
nitely undercut. Heal so looked at Ringsven's
boat, which had a soccer-ball sized dent on
oneside. Hebelievesthat the pressure d the
water probably collapsed the hull, making a
wet exit impossible. Everyonewho has read
theaccount hasbeenimpressed by thegroup's
aggressive attempts at rescue. They came
close to succeeding.

Herearethefatalities
involving inexperienced
paddlers

On 4™ of July weekend the Macomb,
Michigan Daily reported three kayak acci-
dentsoccurringonthenearby ClintonRiver,
whichwas running high dueto recent rains.
All involved inexperienced people in rented
boats. On July 2™ Frank Vanluven, 40, was
horsing around with friends on a flatwater
stretch o the river near Pontiac when his
kayak capsized. He was not wearing a life
vest, and did not resurface. OnJuly 3= James
Gentz, 56, drowned after attempting toruna
low head dam at the Yates Cider Mill near
Oakland, Michigan. There was a fatality at
thisspot in 1999, but despitethistragedy no
portage paths or new warning signs were
constructed. OnJuly 4™ awomanin her 20s
drowned after her kayak was pushed against
adowned tree by fast current and capsized.
Her boyfriend wasable to swim to shore, but
she was pinned under water.

According to local paddiers posting to
rec.boats.paddle, al of these fatalities in-
volved sit-on top kayaks. The river itself is
Class| at best during normal summer flows,
and isoften tooshallow tofloat acanoe. The
Oakland, Michigan Free Press reports that
the popularity of kayaking on the Clinton
River has grown during the past few years.
Many stores near the river rent kayaks for
$10 per hour. Because o changing water
levels, these operations may need to develop
policies to cut off rentals when the river
becomes too high. Renters adso need to
become more aware o the dangers they'll
encounter when paddling on rivers.

Inexperience also claimed alifein New
England. On July T&™ two Hartford, Con-
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necticut firefighters were paddling a two-
person kayak onthe Tarrifville Gorgesection
of the Farmington River, ashort drive from
the city. Thissection, which has Class I+
rapids, wasrunningat 1,690 cfs,an unusually
highflowfor July. Suddenly, their K-2flipped
in "heavy current." One man made it to
shore, but Fernando Garcia, 37, disappeared
from view. Both men had pfd's with them,
but the survivor was unsure if Garcia had
been wearing his. The Hartford Courant
described the massive search that followed,
involving 100 people, ahelicopter, diveteams,
and a hovercraft. Evening arrived and the
body had not been found.

M Inthe middle of August, north central
New Jersey was hit by a"onein a lifetime"
thunderstorm that dropped 14" o rain in a
single day. The area suffered the highest
water in decades. Homesflooded, power was
lost, damsbroke, hillsslidintohighways, and
bridges washed out. According to the New-
ark, NJ Sar-Ledger,as the skies cleared on
August 5% Charles Weaver, 58, decided to
paddie the swollen Muscanetcong River near
Hacketstown, NJ. Weaver, who had been an
outstanding high school football player and
worked as a guidance counselor at a local
school. Anxious for a high water run, he
ignored his wife's pleas for caution and
launched atWarren Glen. Four mileslater he
washed over an 8' high dam at Finesvilleand
was caught in the hydraulic below. Con-
struction workersheard him callingfor help
andthrew himarope, but hewasbeingwildly
thrashed and could not grab hold. Witnesses
saw Weaver's life vest pulled off before he
disappearedfor thelasttime. Flooding down-
stream hampered efforts to find him. Four
days later his body was found at Milford, on
theDelawareRiver, roughly eight milesdown-
stream. His boat was found in the brush a
short distance below the dam.

Ed Gertler's "Garden State Canoeing"
calls the "Musky" a Class 11+, suitable for
someonelikeMr. Weaver, whohad been boat-
ingabout ayear. Butaloca paddier reported
that the level that day was seven feet about
optimum. The river was extremely powerful
and pushy, with very few eddies. Our corre-
spondent had no desire to paddle it. Even if
Weaver had seen the dam or known it was
there, he would have had no trouble getting
toshore. And although boating solo is not a
goodidea, I'm not sureanother paddlerwould
have helped much. Oncea personwent over
the dam, they were on their own.

B On this same day, August 15", Doug
Wivell, 25, alocal teacher andwrestling coach,
took hisbrand-new kayak toatidal section of
the Rappahanock River near Tappahannock,
Virginia. Witnesses saw him working near
shore, making several successful rolls. Later
they found him floating upside down in four
feet of water. The Richmond Times-Dispatch
reported that his feet had become caught in
the boat, preventing a successful wet exit.
While not strictly speaking awhitewater ac-
cident, thistragedy isdf interest to most river

kayakers. Most of us, at some time or an-
other, practicerollsin local flatwater. Nov-
icesand thosetesting new equipment should
not do thisalone. Someone should stand in
the water nearby, ready to assist. Awet exit
should be tried before attempting to roll
with a new boat or sprayskirt.

We also received more
information on severd
accidentswhich happened
earlier thisyear:

B Joe Okoniewski reported that
Michael Brown, 26, a kayak instructor for
Alpena, Michigan, died in a Class IV+ rapid
on Ontario's Upper Goulais River on April
29*, The incident occurred at an 8' high
river-wide ledge which he ran after a brief
scout. At low levels the hole it creates is
backed up by rocks and becomes extremely
nasty. It stopped him cold and surfed him
violently. Brownwasabig man, six feet tall
andweighing over 200 pounds. Hehad some
difficulty exiting his small, low-volume
playboat. Hisfriends, who were still scout-
ing the drop, tried to reach him with throw
ropes. After 15 minutes they succeeded in
snagging him and pulling him to shore,
unconscious. CPR, directed by adoctor who
was in the party, was not successful.

B We also received more details on
the unfortunate drowning death of Billy
Danforththat occurred onJunel7*. Hewas
paddling Idaho's Class IV-V Teton River at
low water with his girlfriend and another
paddler when he pinned badly end-to-end in
anarrow chute. Water washed over himand
helost consciousness. The violent current
quickly tore all the gear off his upper body.
His companions, after attempting to reach
himwith throw ropes, wadedout andtried to
gettohisboat by leapingontoit. Thecurrent
was too strong, and neither one could hold
on.

After several attempts, Danforth's time
had clearly run out. Hisgirlfriend stayed at
the scene while the other paddler hiked out
to get help. During hishike out, Danforth's
boat broke loose and floated downstream.
Rescue squads spotted his body in a logjam
nine hours later, but it got awvay from them
as they attempted to recover it. He was
finally recovered aweek later.

Canoe Accidents

We also received information on four
fatal canoeing accidents in the last six
months, giving us a total of eleven for the
year. Asusual, most involved inexperienced
people. While this is nowhere near a com-
plete accounting o river fatalities among
canoeistsnationwide, it doesgiveusasample
of what's happening.

Late in the afternoon of July 2™ Alex
Kitchen, 28, and his canoeing partner

swamped and capsized their canoe in Holly-
wood Rapids on the James River in Rich-
mond, Virginia. Charles Ware, a long time
member of the Coastal Canoeists, who sent
press clippings from the Richmond Times-
Digpatch, said the pair's boat pinned on
"Bradshaw's Rock.” As they surveyed their
predicament, a young man called for help.
Heapparently could not swim, and wasswept
off hisfeet while wading. The two canoeists
swam out and pulled himto safety.

Afew hourslater they attempted towade
out to the canoe to recover their car keys,
which were in a backpack tied to the boat.
During this effort, Kitchen's foot became
caught ontheriver bottom. Hisfriendtried
to help him, but Kitchen slowly lost his
balance and was pushed under water. His
friend grabbed hold of Kitchen's lifevest, but
it came off in his hands. Seconds later his
friend was swept away by the current. The
body was recovered by firefightersfrom the
Richmond Fire Department's River Rescue
Team an hour or so later.

@ On July 9" kayakers found the body of
a43year-old manwho had disappeared after
his canoe flipped on the Colorado River the
previous day. His partner made it to shore
and reported him missing. Neither manwas
wearing alifevest.

Loca newspapers reported that the
family of 37 year-old ChrisKulcheski became
concerned when hissquare-stern motorized
canoe was found floating upright on the
Lower Delaware River near Easton, Pennsyl-
vaniawithout him. Hewastaking alongsolo
trip down asection he had done many times.
He had called his family on July 30, hours
beforethe empty boat was spotted. Hisdog,
a shepherd mix, was still riding inside the
canoewhen it ran up against the Pennsylva-
niashore. Amassivesearch ensued, covering
theriver for milesdownstream. State Troop-
ers told Gene Berliner, alocal paddler, that
therewereanumber of empty beer bottlesin
the bottom of the boat. They suspect that
alcohol might have contributed to thistrag-

y.

W Phillip Gibbs, 67, aretired Lynchburg
doctor, was duck hunting on December 17™
with a lifelong friend. As reported in the
Roanoke, VirginiaTimes,they launchedtheir
canoe on Virginia's Maury River. The boat
suddenly capsized in fast current, putting
both men in the water. His partner at-
temptedarescue, thenswamfor shore. Gibbs
waswearing an approved "float coat" but no
cold weather gear. Hewas pulled from the
river by the local rescue squad after floating
downstream for 45 minutes. The cause of
death: hypothermia.

Rafting Accidents

The year 2000 was atough year for pro-
fessional outfitters. O the 25 U.S rafting
accidents that were reported to us, 9 were
guided and 2 were rental guests. Fived the
victims were under the age of 18. The two
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rental fatalities occurred at Dimple Rapidon |

the Lower Youghiogheny in Pennsylvania,
where a huge controversy erupted. There
were two morecommercial rafting deathsin
CostaRica, for atotal of four reported from
that country thisyear. Commercial rafting
toursare normally quite safe, and | suspect
this was probably an unexplained statistical
"spike." Nonetheless, it clearly pointsoutthe
risks of whitewater, even in awell managed,
supervised setting.

Three of the commercial deaths involv-
ingyoung peopleoccurredonwestern rivers.

B On July 8" Taylor Vetch, 10, drowned
after hewasthrown fromarafton the South
Fork of the American River near Lotus, Cali-
fornia. Itwasthefirstcommercial fatality on
thissectioninfifteenyears. The"Newswatch”
web site reported that the accident occurred
in Class I1I Meatgrinder Rapid, which aloca
paddler noted was quite bony due to low
releases from the dam. The raft hit a rock,
throwing Veitch and several othersinto the
river. The otherssurfaced quickly, but Tay-
lor did not. Guidessaw himgointotheriver.
The others surfaced quickly, but Taylor did
not. Guides saw him go into the water, but
wereunabletofind him. Hewaslocated afew
hours later by rescue squads, after the water
wasturned off. Hislifevest had beentorn off,
and afoot was caught between two rocks. It
wasaclear case of foot entrapment.

B On July 26™ a 12 year old boy slipped
away after hisraft flipped after strikingarock

on the Class III "Frog Rock" section of |

Colorado's Arkansas River. The flow was a
modest 700-cfs. Few detail sweresupplied by
the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area
press release. The body was recovered the
following day after an upstream dam reduced
the flow to 200 cfs.

OnJuly 28 Bobby Cheung, 13, drowned
on Washington's Nooksack River. He was
part of a Chinese youth group from the Se-
attlearea. TheAssociated Pressreported that
he fell out d the raft when it hit a rock and
washed under the boat. Thissuggeststo me
that the raft might have been pinned. The
guide's efforts at CPR failed.

T h eChafeeCounty Timesreported that
Larry Weber, 49, drowned after alarge wave
threw four guided rafters into the water on
theArkansas River's Pine Creek Canyon. The
flow was a low 876-cfs through this Class V
rapid, which doesnot receive much commer-
cia traffic. Guides and safety kayakers res-
cuedthreeoftheswimmers, but Weber caught
his leg and was held under water for 4-5
minutes. Guides picked him up quickly and
began CPR, which was, unfortunately, inef-
fective.

B We have sketchy reports of two non-
commercial deaths. OnJuly 7= Shane Dun-
ning, 26 died after hissmall raft flipped on a
Class1I section of Montana's Flathead River.
According to an AW member who saw TV
news reports, the pair were not wearing life
vests.

On July 23 John Cronk, 68, drowned
on Washington's Nisqually River while tak-
ing part in a tour organized by alocal land
trust. The Associated Press reported that he
fell out when his raft hit a log, and became
pinned on the logjam. The force o the
current pulled off hislife vest.

B Phil Meyer, a paddler working for the
Rainforest Outward Bound School in Costa
Rica, sent word that there were two more
commercia rafting deaths during the sum-
mer. On July 267 three rafts flipped while
running the Penas Blancas River. The cor-
rect line in the rapid had changed due to
recent earthquakes, and water levels were
high. All but one client swam the rapid
successfully, but one man, Jerry Probst, 50,
suffered asevere blow tothefront of hishead
which may have left him helpless in the
water. On September 28™ B.K. Basran, a30-
year-old Canadian woman, fell out of her raft
on the Rio Naranjo. When she was pulled
back in the boat, she was dead. Shewas no
longer wearing her helmet and had suffered
asevere head injury. Helmets with good fit
and function arevital for any type o serious
whitewater, and hopefully local outfitters
will be checking their gear and implement-

Y ou

are at
reduce 1t. _

ing any changes which could reduce the |

chance of future tragedies.

Dimple Rapid, on the Y oughiogheny
RiverinWestern Pennsylvania, wasthescene
of three deathsduring the 2000 season, mak-
ing it theworst year on record for this popu-
lar river. On September 7" Stewart Hill, 63,
fell out of araft at Class ITT+ Dimple Rapid,
oned thousandstoswim hereeachyear. He

floated the rest of the rapid, but was unre- |

sponsive to rescue efforts by guides. When
they got him to shore, hewas dead. Guides

werebaffledbecausethisrelatively mildswim |
had such atragic result. Lessthan ten days |

|ater, on September 16™a church group from
Central Pennsylvania rented raftsand duckies
for atrip down the river. At Dimple Rapid,
Andrea Yedly, 16, rammed Dimple Rock and
flipped her rented double duck. Her partner
washed free, but she disappeared. Her life

vest bobbed tothesurfaceshortly after. Guides |

made an extensive search o the area, then
radioed for help. Search dogs alerted in the
vicinity d Dimple Rock, suggesting that she
wastrapped there. The river level was lowered
overnight by the US Corps o Engineers in
Confluence, FA to aid in the search. The next
morning her body was pulled from under the
leftside d Dimple Rock by veteran river guide
Scott Downs.

With two deaths occurring at Dimplein so
short atime and a third happening earlier in
the summer, there was great public concern.

Extensivecoveraged these deathsinthe Pitts- |

burgh Post Gazette by Larry Walsh, areporter
very familiar with boating on the Yough,
brought this issue before awide audience.
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Relativesd the deceased said that they wanted
DimpleRock blown up beforeit killed someone
else.  Dr. Philip Reilly, the Fayette County
Coroner who had decided to hold an inquest on
al three deaths, initially voiced public support
for this drastic step.

Theideaappalled the paddling community.
Loca outfittersand AW Safety Committee reps
felt that thisaction, aside from being contrary
to the preservation goals o the Park, could
make this rapid even more dangerous. Cur-
rently the pillow on Dimple Rock pushes pad-
dlersaway from anumber o other big rockson
river left. Some of these are undercut. If the
rock were removed, river runners would be
carried towards these hazards. Many felt that
fillinginthe undercut upstreamfaced therock
with concrete made better sense, but lega ex-
perts warned any modifications could also ex-
pose the State of Pennsylvania to legal lighility
where none had existed before,

To gain a better understanding of options
available to him, Park Manager Doug Hoehn
created a safety focus group made up o park
managers, outfitters, and paddlers. Personnel
from the New River Gorge, the U.S. Corps of
Engineers, the PA Fish and Boat Commission,
and DCNR management from Harrisburgwere
aso invited to attend. In mid-November he
arranged to have the Corps d Engineers drop
the river level asfar aspossible. With the river
running at 0.7 feet and the water crystal clear,
| joined agroup d rangersand guidesoneclear,
sunny morning to haveacloselook. You could
seethe sunlight reflecting out from under the
left corner o Dimple Rock. Fromthe river left
shorewewereabletowade out and probe under
the rock with along pole. We then swam out
and looked underneath the rock with a diver's
mask.

Wegot an eyeful! Dimple Rock sitson the
edge o arock outcropping. It overhangs the
current by four to six feet over much o its
width, topping outanirregular "room" roughly
four feet high. Even at 0.7 feet, the roof d the
"room" isafoot below the surface d the river.
At 3.5feet, when the water startstowash onto
the top o Dimple Rock, the "room" is under
roughly 7 feet of water. The space is so large
that the trees removed after a 1996 drowning
almost certainly did not fill it. The water was
murky at that time, which iswhy no one got a
clear view o this area. | believe that most
rafterswhoflip abovethe rock stay in the pillow
and are washed to the right and safety. An
unfortunate few get washed deep, and end up
under the rock. They are unable towork their
way out thesidesand back to the surface before
running out o air but are later washed free.

At the focus group meeting a few weeks
later the group discussed all aspects o river
safety for commercial and private paddliers on
the Lower Yough. We looked at the accident
rates for guided, rental, and private paddlers.
We determined accidents have occurred over
the past two decades. Prior to the 2000 season,
Dimplewas considered just one o several dan-
gerous places on the river. The three recent
fatalities, which made this the worst year for

drowninginthehistory d the Yough, increased
the total number of people killed in Dimple
Rapid by 50%.

We also learned that Dimple may not be
the only rock in this area that's undercut.
Scott Downs, who has been guiding on the
river for many years, said that Washover Rock,
totheright of Dimple, isbadly undercut, asare
several other rocks just downstream. It is
possible that some, or al o the victims were
held under by other rocks, so "fixing" Dimple
might not solve the problem. Modifications
have been tried at other rivers, with varying
success. Paddlers emphasized to park person-
nel thedifficultydf doingsomething thatworks,
the possibility o creating an unexpected addi-
tional hazard, and the need to do the job right.

After these discussions, a consensus was
reached:

First, an improved education program
should beinitiated, including: 1) Strongerword-
ing of the risks d river running in the park
safety video, 2) Signs warning of danger at
Dimple Rock at the put-in and at the top o the
rapid. These should describethe danger, indi-
cate that people havedied at thislocation, and
recommend scouting and portaging when in
doubt. 3) Handouts for rental rafters on the
dangers o Dimple Rapid, and 4) Improved
guide safety training, including an evaluation
ofwhether gear can bepre-positionedat known
hazardous sites.

Second, that there should bestepstakento
facilitate portaging. The group supported cre-
ation df aportagetrail at thetop d therapid on
river right. Mr. Hoehn reported that there are
issues of land ownership and endangered spe-
ciesat thissite, but that these problems should
not be insurmountable.

Third, we agreed that the rock should not
be removed, both for esthetic reasons and be-
causeit might cause peopletowash into other
dangerous rocks downstream o Dimple. We
asofelt that the Park should study the feasibil-
ity o filling the undercut section of Dimple
Rock, using contractswith the Corpsd Engi-
neers and the State Highway Department. |t
should benoted that evenif asolution isfound,
water levels would not dlow anything to be
done until the fall of 2001. In the meantime,
the rest o the safety program should go for-
ward.

Thismeeting wasgood preparation for the
coroner's inquest, held on November 287 in
the Uniontown, FA courthouse. Dr. Philip
Reilly has examined other Yough River deaths
with an eye towards improving safety. Mogt of
the day was devoted to gathering testimony
from peoplewho werethere. Family members
o all three victims were represented, and the
Ohiopyle State Park ranger daff was there in
force. | wasasked by the Coroner to testify as
an outside expert, and wasableto answer some
questions on PFD testing, river modification,
and other issues. Afterwards, Doug Hoehn
presented the recommendations o the focus
group. Inthe end, the coroner's jury adopted
his recommendations in their findings, com-
mending the focus group for their efforts in

planningimprovedsafety measuresforthe2001
Season.

Although removing Dimple Rock never
seemed likeagood ideg, the issue of filling the
undercut aroused strong passions in the pad-
dling community. After requesting comments
on severa Internet forums, my e-mails were
sharply divided on theissue. Inwhat hasto be
the most appalling example o insensitivity |
have ever encountered, some paddliers sent
what amounted to hate e-mails to he grieving
Yedy family memberswho joined on-line dis-
cussions. | haveoften been shocked at what is
said on-line after accidents by people on these
forums. Remember that e-mails are a very
public form of expression, so be careful what
you say. | hope to see more responsible com-
munication in the future.

On October I57 a man drowned after
faling out o a raft on West Virginia® Gauley
River. Itwasthe last trip of the last day o the
season. Heand hiscrew had been surfing ahole
near the take-out with one of the company's
most experiencedguides. Althoughpulled back
aboard almost instantly, he was gagging and
trying to reach an inhaler that he carried. The
crew rushed him to shore, but resuscitation
effortswere not effective. Thisman reportedly
had a history o asthma, a fact which was not
shared with hisguide. Thisisthesecond death
on the Gauley to involveasthmatics in the past
few years, and in both cases they were rescued
after short swims only tosuccumb to breathing
problems. Clearly something about asthma
that makesswimming in whitewater treacher-
ous, and those suffering from it should think
twice before running whitewater. Asa mini-
mum, guests should notify their guide o this
and any other medical condition which might
effect their ability to participate.

I'd like to thank everyone who sent the e-
mails, news clippings, and Internet postings
that form the basis o this report. Thissum-
mary would not be possiblewithout you! Read-
ers are encouraged to send us this material in
thefuture. Don't worry, wedon't mind getting
duplicate submissions. Besureto let usknow
if your name or any other information con-
tained in areport should be kept confidential.
Pleasesend it to Charlie Walbridge, AV Safety
Editor, Rt. 1, Box A43B, Bruceton Mills, WV
26525; Phone 304-379-9002; E-mail:
ccwalbridge@cs.com.

American Whitewater v March ¢ April 2001



Prologue

It's a bright sunny day. Two friends load an
old aluminum canoe and head for the pastoral
retreat of alocal pond. Thefishing poles are
along for the ride. The faded orange horse-collar
lifejackets will make great backrests as they bask
in thesun.

In another part of the country, a group of
kayakers set shuttle. They've paddied this Class
ILI-IH section o the river successfully many
times. They'll end their day by having dinner at
thelocal eatery and discussing paddling plans
for the following weekend.

Five expert paddlers are scouting one of the
many Class V+ drops that they'll encounter to-
day. They'll be comforted by the close teamwork
as they eddy hop down this remote river.

Big water, big river, that's how these friends
spend their time together. They load up the rafts
and head out for aweekend of fun. They'll camp,
tell stories by awarm, glowing fire, and share

1 lots of laughsabout the day's events.

* These arefour very different groups, butin
| H the past few years all of them have ended a day
k on the water with a tragic, unexpected drown-

ing.
Introduction

The goals d this study were to gain a better
understanding of why drownings happen, what
preventive measures could be taken to decrease
them, and develop a greater understanding of
where our boating safety efforts should be fo-
cused. Specifically, thisstudy examines com-
parative risk factors for non-motorized boating
human powered accidents for kayakers, canoe-
ists, and rafters. To answer these questions,
American Whitewater? studied hundreds of acci-
dent reports fromAmerican Whitewater Journal
(Journal) articles® and the United States Coast
Guard's (USCG)Boater Accident Reports (BAR's)
dating from 1995-1998.

American Whitewater requested the accident
reports from Bruce Schmidt, Statistician with
the USCG Office of Recreational Boating Safety,
in thespring o 1999. When we received the
electronic files, we understood why it took more
than six monthsto collect and send this data. To
ensure the confidentiality of the victims and
their families, Mr. Schmidt had to meticulously
review all records so that references to names or
other identifying information could be removed.
American Whitewater commends Mr. Schmidt
and the USCG for working to provide uswith
this information.

The data American Whitewater received was
actually based on BAR’s submitted to the Coast
Guard. Under the Boater Safety Act of 1971,
state Boating Lav Administrators are required
to complete a BAR on all boating accidents and
submit the form to the USCG. This information
isthen entered into a Coast Guard database.
Each accident isassigned a record number and
containsthe date of the accident, cause of the
accident, location, water conditions, personal
flotation device (PFD) use, alcohol use, vessd
type (kayak/canoe or inflatables),and a narrative
of theaccident.

Reporting of Non-Motorized Human Pow-
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American Whitewater Boating Non-Motorized Human Pow

Safety Report 1995-1998

By Jennifer L. Plyler, Ph.D.!

ered Boating Accidents

Although all state Boating Lav Administra-
torsare required by Law to complete a BAR on
all water-related accidents, thisisn't aways
done. Figure 1 indicatesthat from 1995 to 1998,
an average of 14% F&F of whitewater water-re-
|ated fatalities were reported in theJournal but
not to the USCG via BAR forms. Some were high
profile accidents involving top paddliersin the
whitewater sport whose deaths were widely re-
ported in the mainstream press. Although the
Journal includes only whitewater accident re-
portsand asmall percent o the total number of
boating accidents compiled by the USCG, it still
has the most detailed and accurate reports.

Although the Coast Guard has the most
comprehensive database of water-related acci-
dents, their accuracy varies widely. Their infor-
mation was often incomplete, contradictory, and
inaccurate when cross-referenced with detailed
whitewater reports submitted by Charlie
Walbridge, American Whitewater's Safety Edi-
tor.

I'n many cases, the USCG's recordsfailed to
providea clear description in the narrative for
the accident! For example, many narratives read
that the "boat capsized” but never explained
why.

Many accidents occurred in cold water (be-
low 50 degrees Fahrenheit) but thiswas not
listed asa " cause" per se. Consequently, it was
difficult to conclude the role cold water played
in accidentsfor al boat types. Lack of PFDswas
not specifically listed asa cause in the narrative.
However, on average between 1995 and 1998
over 50% (86) of all accident victims were not
wearing PFDs. Although the lack of PFD use was
not apparently an issue for kayakers
(whitewater, recreational, or sea), it wasa major
cause of canoe accidents on flatwater. The role
of lack of PFD played for rafterswas unknown
due to lack of information available.

Determining boat types from the BARs was
often difficult. Under vessdl type, canoes and
kayakswere lumped together, and "inflatable”
was a catchall category. There were even in-
stances where the accident appeared to involve a
motorboat instead of a non-motorized human
powered boat as reported. American Whitewater
had to search the narratives closely to determine
the exact vessdl type, and was not dways able to
do so. In these cases, the vessel types were coded
as"unknown."

Another areaof concern was the descriptive
terms for water conditions. The USCG defines
water typesas:

e Cam (waveslessthan 6")

e Choppy (waves6"-2)

* Rough (waves2'-6')

¢ VVery rough (waves= than 6')

These categories are more adequate and are
more applicable to ocean or lake conditions than
to moving water or rivers.

The narratives did not always match water
conditions listed or conditions were not re-
ported. For example, the name of the body of
water may be listed alake, but under "water
condition” it was defined as choppy, and in the

il

ered Boating

narrative, the water conditions were described
asa"cam lake." In these cases. American
Whitewater extrapolated the water conditions
from the narratives based on the author's
knowledge of certain riversand lakes.

For whitewater, the USCG could adopt ac-
cepted and applicable class ratings used by
American Whitewater. Recognized under the
American Whitewater "Whitewater Safety Code"
(SeeAppendix), the organization has been in-
strumental in developing and maintaining an
International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty (See
Appendix). The scale isthe International bench-
mark for evaluating whitewater difficulty. It
ranges from Class |, described as occasional
riffles, consisting of low, regular wave patterns
to Class VI, ariver at the upper end of navigabil-
ity for expert boaters containing obstacles that
significantly increase risks.

It would beidedl if the Boating Safety Ad-
ministrators used the American Whitewater
Class I-VI rating systemsto classify accidentson -
whitewater rivers when some of the USCG data
is specific to whitewater vessels (i.e., kayaks, ca-
noes, and inflatables). According to Rich Bow-
ers, Executive Director, "American Whitewater
is committed to working with the USCG and
Boating Safety Administratorsto ensure that
more descriptive and accurate set of categories
areincluded in the BAR’s.”

Despite the pitfallswithin the USCG data, it
isthe single most comprehensive database of
boating accidents. Thus, the USCG database for
1995-1998 supplemented hy water-related acci-
dents reported in theJournal, and a similar
study by Joan Maybe described in River Safety
Report 79857951 forms the basis for this re-
port and the analysis that follows. American
Whitewater's intent is to provide general infor-
mation on boating fatalities, boater profiles, and
recommendations for safety programming.

Non-motorized Human Powered
Paddlesport Trends®

Nan-motorized human powered boating
trends provide a context for analyzing the safety
record of paddlesport participants. We can use
this information to help us understand why
some boating accidents occur, who islikely to
be involved, and what can be done to prevent
them. If we know how many people participate
in canoeing, kayaking, and rafting, then we can
have a better understanding of what the number
of deathstells us.

Through anecdotal information and observa-
tions, we know that paddle sportsare increasing
in popularity. Just ask boaterswho have been
around awhile and they will confirm that rivers
are more crowded than ever.

For this report it's important to note is that
the total number o participants for kayaks, ca-
noes, and rafters has remained relatively stable
since 1995 but for some segments, the number
o enthusiasts has changed (Table 1). There are
more kayak enthusiasts than ever before and the
number of rafting enthusiasts' has increased
since 1998 after a significant decline between
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In 1999, rafters had 8.8 million and 1.7 mil-
lion participants and enthusiasts respectively.
However, the number o enthusiasts represents
an over 50% decline from 1995-1998 (3.8 million
to1.7 million-Table1) (ORCA, 1999).

O thetotal number o boatersin 1999,
roughly 4.2 million were considered enthusiasts
(ORCA, 1999). O the 4.2 million, the number of
kayaking enthusiastswas estimated at 600,000;
canoe. 2.1 million: and raft, 1.7 million. Accord-
ing to Jason Robertson, American Whitewater Ac-
cess Director, of the roughly 2.7 million canoe
and kayak enthusiasts (600,000 + 2.1 million),
approximately 720,000 are whitewater paddlers.

Overall Non-Motorized Human Powered
Boating Related Fatality Trends

Figure 2 indicates that prior to 1995, the fre-
quency of drowningstended to spike every two to
three years but remained relatively stable over
the years. However, since 1996, non-motorized
human powered boating deaths have been in-
creasing annually. Thisrise could reflect an in-
crease in popularity and corresponding increase
in the number o enthusiastsin the sport in the
Gt 1n 1epOTING o6 evi dated b the mumber
d reports received on popular Internet
newsgroups such as rec.boats.paddle.

Fhe problem is Bhat Bhe dafa supplied does
not breakout fatahtles for parficipants and ems
Hrusiasts: Bul me sam make some statements
about fatallty trends using the total number of
fatalities for both of these groups.

Isthe recent increase in fatalities signifi-
cant?Yesand no. Any drowning is one too
many. However, the total number d deaths re-
lated to non-motorized human powered vessels
was 168 out of 32 million participants in 1998, a
less than one-tenth of one percent death rate.

Isthe recent increase in fatalities significant
among enthusiasts? Again, yes and no. The total
number of enthusiasts has decreased from 7.8
million in 1995 to 4.2 million in 1999 and the
total number of fatalities hasincreased slightly
in recent years.

The number of kayak enthusiasts hasin-
creased almost 50% from 2.6 million in 1995 to
5.1 million participantsin 1999 while their
death rates have remained stable. The number
of canoe enthusiasts has decreased from 3.6
million in 1995 to 2.1in 1999 but the number
of fatalities hasincreased. Finaly, the number
of rafting enthusiasts has decreased from 3.8
million to 1.7 million in 1999 and their fatality
numbers are decreasing (ORCA, 1999 and SGMA
and the USFS, 1995). The trends demonstrate
that the safety record for kayakers and rafters
are good but canoeists are facing some chal-
lenges. However, the numbers (total number of
enthusiasts versus the number o deaths for
each vessel type) show that death ratesfor en-
thusiasts for all boat types is negligible. Even
when the total number of whitewater enthusi-
asts (720,000) is compared to the total number
o deaths (for enthusiasts and participants), the
death rateisstill miniscule.

Nevertheless, [his recent growth in fatalities
should be awake-up call for al paddiers given
that many of these deaths were preventable by
wearing PFDs, assessing water conditions more
closely, or by using proper clothing.

Where and When Fatalities Occur

‘Most water-related aceidents ommmm
spring or summer for al vessel types (Table4)
This fact has remained unchanged since the
1970s.

California, Colorado, and Washington State
had the greatest number of accidents from 1995
101998 (Table5). These states have a higher
number o whitewater rivers, have extended
ranoff seasons due tg and have

longer paddling seasons. Although a connection

to cold water was not substantiated by the data,
it isworth noting that riversin these states are
also fed by snowmelt throughout the year.

Causes and Contributing Factors of
Non-Motorized Human Powered
Boating Fatalities-Introduction

It isimportant to make the distinction be-
tween contributing factors and causes through-
out this report. Cold water, improper PFD use,
and whitewater are contributing factors but they
are not a primary cause of accidents based on
the data. They do, however, make a situation
worse. In whitewater accidents, failureor im-
proper use o aPFD and exposure to cold water
are most often listed as contributing factors not
primary causes. For example, a paddler may
drown in cold water but the primary cause o
the accident could bea strainer or aviolent
storm. The cold water may have hampered res-
cue attempts or limited the paddler's ability to
save himself but the cold water did not cause the
accident.

Causes of Non-Motorized Human
Powered Boating Accidents

According to the narratives, the primary

causes of all non-motorized human powered
boating fatalities from 1995-1998 were (Table 5:

|owSWATRPt6' JEL e Btigh b & (35St €6
6w people or boats B pass through, Examples

include Fallen Trees, debris, mw jumbles of ~oul
ders’

hea\7y[ K O P R ST T B Rle.

*Being caught and held inalarge hydraulic.
Ahydraulic is created when water flows over an
_H_E;%ect and creating a recwculatmg upstream

eneath fhe water's stitface:

In addltlon to these causes, many boatswere
described as " capsized" but it was unclear asto
what caused the boal to furn over. Thus, mamy
accident causes mms really " ynknown." BUt based
m he Farrafives. TrowTing 2 frome
could have been caused by health probl ems, al-
cohal, and lack of PFD use.

Some people believe that water-related fa-

talities in non-motorized human-powered boats

Table 1. Number of Kayak, Canoe, and Rafting
Participantsand Enthusasisr_ 1994-1995 1998, and 1999

—

L 1994-1995 : 1998 1999 =3
Vessel Type | Participants | Enthusiasts | Participants | Enthusiasts | Participants | Enthusiasts
Kayak 26 million | 400,000 | 4.2 million 400,000 5.1 million 600,000
- Canoe 14.1 million | 3.6 million | 18.1 million | 2.9 million | 17.5 million 2.1 million
Raft 152 million | 38 million | 9.7 million 1.1 million | 8.8 million 1.7 million
Total | 318 million | 7.8 million | 32 milion | 44 milion | 31.4 million | 4.2 million |
Table 2. Best-selling boat categoriesin 1999 according to Table 3. Hottest segmentsof the market for 1998-1999 accor dingte
manufacturersand retailers manufacturersand retailers ratings
Boat Category Retall Manufacturer I | Retailer | Manufacturer |
Recr eational kayaks 39% 11.5% Raling [ Ras [
Recr eational canoes 29.2% 18.9% H'-"ul:-u v '.'T A L 1S
: Recreatsonal kaywhs | ¥ 0% | [i0.9% | 735% |
Sea/touring kayaks 10.4% 12.9% Vrhdtewster kayaks |23 % 76 | iai] 1% |
Whitewater kayaks 10.4% 49% [ Bewowring kayaks | (04% | 2007 | 149% | TR |
Inflatables 3.2% 8.2% Recrestieasicanees | E2% | 7% [ W% |00 4% |
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Himwever, Uha data bells us & very dallerent sbory.
From 1985 o 1998, the percent of drownings on
whitewaler verigs waler were mearly ool
Figume 4. Acchlerils are jus] as HEely 1o ocour
o labwaler &8 whalewiler

I comnrasl. boadmg-related Sealhs i the
ordih W re lI"_'Ill:.“III”!.' e 1P other waled
condiiinm. despile (he inoreased popislanity @
sea kayaking. When accidents dsd occur on sall
waler, the majorily of DAaldees wirne catised by
sfvene sl olten unerpechod chunges (n weakhsr

condilanm. iach &8 hagh whnds, waves, oF laght-
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Contributing Factors to Non-Motorized
Human Powered Boating Accidents

_Ingeneral, PFD misuse or no use appears to
be a major contributing factor in water related
fatalities. On the average, 50% (86) of all victims
from 1995 to 1998 failed to wear a PFD, or used
it improperly (Figure3). Although the lack of
PFD use was not apparently an issue for
kayakers (whitewater, recreational, or sea), it
was amajor cause of canoe accidentson
flatwater. Therole of lack of PFD played for
safterswas unknown due to lack of information
available.

Fatalities involving PFD misuse, the victims
tell into one of three categories of groups:

*PFDs were not found on thevictimor in
the vessel,

*PFDs were in thevessel but not worn, or

*PFDs were in such poor condition that they
svere useless.

Deaths resulting from PFD misuse or non-
use are preventable. In fact, deaths related to
PFD nonuse continue to rise! According to Rich
Bowers, American Whitewater Executive Direc-
tor, thisincrease"could be attributed to better
reporting of accidents, but whatever the case, no
one should ever boat in any water conditions
without a PFD."

With the advancements in cold water pad-
dling equipment and clothing, one would expect
adeclinein thefrequency of boating accidents
in cold water (<50 degrees Fahrenheit). How-
ever, the number of fatalitiesin cold water has

IR

remained unchanged since 1970s. Figure 5 indi-
catesthat cold water conditions could have been
acontributing factor in roughly one-third of all
water-related accidents from 1995 to 1998. It is
disturbing that thisfigureis essentialy un-
changed compared to Maybe's (1992) earlier
findings for specific boat types (i.e., kayak, ca-
noe, and noncommercial rafts) given the ad-
vancements in cold water boating equipment.

For more information on how to avoid fac-
torscontributing to and causes of non-motor-
ized human powered boating accidents, please
see the Appendix.

Impact of Reporting on Determining
Causes and Contributing Factors

Sketchy reporting o the causes and contrib-
uting factorswas evident in my general analysis
of boating accidents. Further compounding the
analysiswas that many of the causes and factors
could be interconnected. For example, PFD use
was associated with vessel type as demonstrated
with the canoe accident victim profile that fol-
lows. In other words, canoe-drowning victimsin
general failed to wear lifejackets. OF thevictims
paddling unknown vessel types from 1995 to
1998, an average of 80% (31) did not wear a
PFD! Accurate reporting of vessel type could
have further substantiated or refuted my analy-
sisof the following boater profiles.

The general data presents a broad picture of
boating fatalities, but aswe explore further, a
clearer image of accident victims emerges.

Non-Motorized Human Powered Boater
Profiles

Perhaps the most compelling information
that theJournal, USCG data and Maybe's (1992)
report gives usisa clear description of whois
involved in boating related fatalities, which in
turn points to several areasto focus future
safety program efforts.

The four scenarios described in the prologue
represent the unique demographics of those
perishing on our waterways.

Canoeists

Clearly, canoe fatalities occur more fre-
quently than accidents involving kayaks (Figure
6). Although deaths among canoe victims have
not returned to the high point observed in 1977,
they have been on the rise since 1995. Given
that there were 17.5 million canoe participants
in 1999 and that recreational canoeswere the
top-selling boatsin 1999, we can probably ex-
pect to see an increase in canoe accidentsin the
next several years (ORCA, 1999 and Paddle
sports Business, 1999).

The inexperience of canoevictims is clear
when you realize that the primary cause of ca
noe-related accidents was failure to wear a
lifejacket (Figure7). The typical USCG narrative
reads, "Vessel capsized on small pond. Victim
was not wearing a PFD." An average of 50% (38)
of thevictims paddling canoes during 1995 to
1998, and nearly 90% (57) in 1997 and 1998
failed towear a PFD. The narratives supported
that PFD nonuse was the actual cause of most
drowningsinvolving canoes, rather than just a
contributing factor.

Canoe accidents usually occur on flatwater
(Figures8 and 9). The typical accident scenario
involved afishing trip; afamily outing; or a day
of swimming on a pond, lake, or placid river.
Whitewater was essentially a non-issue among
victimsof canoe accidents. In fact, only asmall
number (11) of canoe accidents occurred in
whitewater.

Exposure to cold water isoften a contribut-
ing factor in canoeing fatalities. From 1995 to
1998, cold water conditions were associated with
roughly 30% (13) of canoe accidents (Figure
10). Inexperienced boaters rarely invest in cold
water paddling gear or may be unawarethat it is
available.

Kayakers
The Missing Link

It isimportant to note that thereisamajor
gap in the accident reports for kayaks. We do
not have information on drownings involving
recreational kayaks (i.e., Keowees, Swifty, Cross-
over, and other flatwater kayaks) since the BAR
report does not break down kayaks by type. Yet,

Table4. Deathsfor timeof year and vessel type

[Vessel Type | 1995 [ 199 997 | 1|
| Kayak “Summer | Spring Speing Sumrmer
Canoe Suinmer S-]JI'II'IE_ 5-1.||11.E|_-|:_l i S !
| Noncommereial & Emener Suammer Surnmer Summer |
Commercial Spring Surmmes Summes | Summer
| Unknownnown Siammer Siarnimed Spﬂnﬂ - _Sj-ﬂ.l‘q!.
Table5 Most frequently reported accident locations (Stat€) by vessel type
1995 19% 1997 1998
Kayak Cdifornia New Jersey Colorado Georgia
Montana Tennessee California-
Wyoming Washington
Canoe Wisconsin Massachusetts New Y ork Alaska
Cdifornia Washington Oregon
Missouri
Noncommercial | Multiplestates' | North Carolina | Multiplestates California
Oregon
New Mexico
Commercial Cdlifornia Multiplestates | Multiplestates Cdlifornia
Unknownnown Minnesota Colorado Maine Florida
Washington Maryland Virginia Vermont

" Multiplestates indicatethat five or more states had the same number of accidents
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~ thisisan important market segment comprising
thefirst and third best selling boat categories ac-
- cording to retailersand manufacturers respec-
tively in 1999.

Charlie Walbridge, American Whitewater
Safety Editor concludesthat there are one or
two recreational flatwater kayak deaths per year
but pointsout that thisis afairly safe group
given the estimated total number of flatwater
kayakers. Thus, they are not addressed in detail
but mentioned asa"missing link."

Kayakers can be divided into three catego-
ries: sea kavakers, recreational whitewater boat-
ers, and expert whitewater paddlers.

Sea Kayakers

Sea kayaking accidents accounted for less
than 5% (7)o the boating accidents from 1995-
1998 and the accident rate has remained rela-
tively stable. When sea kayakerswere involved in
a boating accident, the cause was usually attrib-
_uted to bad weather or sudden, unexpected
changes in weather conditions. Although adverse
‘weather conditions can cause wave swells, ocean
conditions per se were not a contributing factor
or the cause of sea kayaking accidents. In other
words, paddling on the ocean is relatively safe if
one can avoid unsafe weather conditions.

While sea kayaking has increased in popular-
ity, theaccident rates have remained relatively
flat. According to Paddle sports Business (1999),
sea kayak purchases comprised roughly one-
third of al kayak dollar salesin 1999 and 1998.
However, the risein number o participants has
not resulted in an increasein sea kayaking acci-
dents. The same cannot be said for recreational
kayakers and expert kayakers.

Lee Moyer, President of Pacific Water Sports,
Seattle, WA, offered his explanation of the exem-
plary safety record of sea kayakers. He explained
that based on his experience, " Sea kayakers are
people who want to know how to avoid danger-
ous situations not overcome them."

Recreational Whitewater

Kayakers

Recreational whitewater kayakers are best
described as people who have likely taken a pad-
dling and/or safety class, belong to awhitewater
organization, and have paddled for 1-5 years.

Recreational kayakersare considered enthusi-
astsif they have paddled ten plustimes ayear
according to ORCA (1999). | would qudify this
definition and say that recreational whitewater
kayakers easily exceed the ORCA’s minimum
paddle days and typicaly paddie ClassII-IV riv-
ersyear-round. For American Whitewater mem-
bers, more than 33% paddle between 25 and 50
daysannually, with more than 25% paddling
over 50 days ayear explains Rich Bowers, Ex-
ecutive Director (Table7).

Accidentsinvolving kayakersare on the rise
and have been since 1995 (Figure11).Thisis
not surprising since therewas a 50% (2.6 mil-
lion to 5.1 million and 400,000 to 600,000 re-
spectively) increase in kayaking participants and
enthusiastsfrom 1995-1999 (Table If; and that
retailers and manufacturers rated whitewater
boats asone o the hottest market segment
(Table 3). Based on market trends, sales of
whitewater boatswill remain strong even
though thissegment of the market isgrowing
at aslower rate than recreational and sea/tour-
ing kayaks.

The major causes of recreational whitewater
kayaking deaths from 1995-1998 were strainers,
sieves (aspecia type of strainer where a congre-
gation o bouldersallows water to pass through
but larger objectssuch as people and boats can-
not pass), and being caught and held in large
hydraulics. Getting into these dangerous situa-
tions may have been the result of inexperience
or poor judgment, but the data only absolutely
confirms a few instances where thiswas the
case.

Unlike sea kayakers and canoeists,
whitewater was involved in most accidents
among recreational kayakers. For example, from
1995-1998, on the average, 60% (17) of the acci-
dentsinvolving all kayakers, the majority of
which are recreational boaters, occurred in
whitewater (Figure 9). For kayakers, paddling
whitewater increases the likelihood o being in-
volved in a boating fatality but poor physical
shape and the strenuous activity associated with
paddling whitewater may also be a deadly com-
bination, not the whitewater itself, according to
Charlie Walbridge.

A high percentage of whitewater kayakers
wear PFDs (Figure 7). On the average between
1995-1998, only 20% (7) of the accidentsin-

volved kayakers who were not wearinga PFD. In
these cases, PFD nonusewas not a cause, only a
contributing factor. If the paddlers had been
wearing PFD’s, their proper use might have
saved their lives.

Another contributing factor to recreational
whitewater kayak accidents was exposure to cold
water. From 1995-1998, 25% (8) o all kayaking
accidents occurred in cold water (Figure11).
Despite the availability of and vast improve-
mentsin cold water paddling equipment, frigid
waters still present a challenge and a danger for
recreational whitewater kayakers.

Expert Whitewater Kayakers: A

Class Unto Themselves

All expert boating victims were very experi-
enced by virtue of being regarded as paddlers
who had reached the upper echelon of the sport.
Many paddle 100 days or more per year. Almost
all expert boating accidents occurred in ClassV
whitewater. Asindicated in the American
Whitewater river rating system, ClassV rivers
are more complex and dangerous than the Class
IIT'and IV riverswhere most recreational boat-
ing accidents occurred. In many cases, the dan-
gers of Class V boating are known but the mar-
gin for error is much smaller when compared to
a Class I1I river. Even small mistakes can cost an
expert paddler hislife. i

The 1990swere plagued by a number of
widely publicized deaths of expert kayakers on
Class V rivers. Concerns about extreme kayaking
have been expressed. But is this just media hype,
or istherereally some substance behind it?

In reality, deaths among expert kayakers
comprised an average of 4% (8) of the total
number of non-motorized human powered boat-
ing fatalities from 1995 to 1998 (Figure11).
However, when compared to the total number of
deaths among kayakers across all water condi-
tions (whitewater, flatwater, and ocean), the
percentage jumps to 25%. Further analysisre-
veals that among whitewater kayakers, experts
comprised 33%, or one-third of all fatalities.
Thisistrue of no other boat type.

In examining the narratives of these acci-
dents, undercut rocks and sieves appeared to be
the major cause. These causes appear to differ
from canoeists and sea kayakers. But are some
of the same causes associated with accidentsin-

Table6. Mot frequently reported primary esmses of accidentshby vessdl type

Table 7. Frequency (%) of paddling days reported
annually by American Whitewater member ship

How many days a Year do | Percentaae
you paddle (days)?
less than 5 1.40%
6-10 7.80%
11-25 24.80%
2550 37.40%
Over 50 28.70%

Vessel Type | 1995 \ 1996 \ 1997 | 1998
_Kayak | Strainer/sieve Low head | Unknown/ Strained
damiundeiogn EMEPE NN TN T
pinned in water
Canoe Unknown/ Unknown/strainer/ | Alcohol/no PFD Unknown/
hyperthermia/ flood no PFD
Large hole
Noncommercial | Flood/pinned in Floodfoot Unknowr/strainer/c Flood
water entrapment am
Commercial Flood Undercut/flood/health | Unknown/strainer/ Strainer/
problems undercut flood
Unknown Unknown/ Unknown/health Unknown/ Unknown/
Capsizing problems/capsizing t%os Zi ng! low head
weather damn —i

ol

Figure 1. Frequency (%) of Accident Reporting
by USCG, AW, and Both Organizations
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olving recreational whitewater kayakers?If not,
Irow are these elite boaters different from their
~ecreational counterparts?

In the ClassV boating accidents, small judg-
rent errorsare often fatal. All it takes isa mo-
imentary lapse o attention or a missed strokefor
disaster to strike! The irony isthat disaster may
strike an experienced boater who has paddled
the same river ahundred times.

Media hype?The numberstells us otherwise.
Expert paddlers are drowning more frequently
when compared to whitewater kayakersin gen-
ral but in the context of 720,000 whitewater
roaters, their numbers are negligible.

Inflatables snoncommercial and
commercia

Commercial and noncommercial inflatable
ratalities comprise asmall percentage o the
overall water-related deaths (Figurell). But
some interesting points related rafters are worth
oting.!® For example, noncommercial and com-
nercial inflatable deaths accounted for lessthan
0% (8)d thetotal number of non-motorized
human powered fatalities in 1995 and 1996 (Fig-
me 12). This percentage decreased to less than
10% (7)in 1997 and 1998. From 1995 to 1998,
.he combined number of commercial and non-
<ommercial rafting fatalitieswas |less than half
'38) the number of inflatable fataities (noncom-

LI ercial) reported in 1985 and 1986 (Maybe,

1992)11. These numbers are encouraging.

Rafting fatalities, commercial and noncom-
mercial aike, almost alwaysoccur in whitewater
(Figure 13). In fact, six of the reported
drownings on commercia rafting trips during
the time period 1995-1998 were on whitewater.
Thisfigure dropped from 100% (6)to approxi-
mately 80% (8)for noncommercial raft trips
during the same time period.

Several factors contributed to rafting fatali-
ties. On noncommercial rafting trips, PFD use
hit alow point in 1985 with half (40) o the vic-
timsfailing to wear a life preserver. This num-
ber fell to 2in 1995 but rose dightly to 4 again
in 1998 (Figure 14).

In contrast, PFD use among victims on com-
mercial raft tripsisastounding. In 1996 and
1998, al eleven victims were properly outfitted
with alifejacket. In 1997, only one o thevic-
timsfailed to wear a PFD.

Deathsin cold water may be on therise
among commercial rafters (Figurel5). In 1995,
three of the commercial raft victims drowned in
cold water. This number decreased to onein
1998. In contrast, noncommercial raft victims
succumbing in cold water averaged less than
fivein 1995 to 1996, decreased to onein 1996,
and increased to five in 1998. Again, cold water
may be a contributing factor or may compound
the danger of long swims (especially for older
people) on commercial and noncommercial in-
flatable accidents but is not necessarily the
cause. However, due to the low numbers, it is
difficult to establish trends.

But rafters' diligence seems to be compro-
mised in other areas o river safety. For example,
based on the narratives in the USCG database,
deaths of commercia rafters were often caused
by running rivers during high water or flood
stage. The same can be said for victims on non-
commercial raft trips. In addition, rafting in
flood conditionsincreases the likelihood of tak-
ing along swim in cold water where rescue may
be difficult.

With the number d rafting participants ris-
ing over 8.8 million in 1999 (ORCA,1999), we
can expect to see an increase in commercial
rafting fatalities, reflecting the growing popular-
ity of the sport. Ouitfitters are now providing a
wider choice o river trips to accommodate the
increased demand instead of simply providing
traditional seasonal runs. In summary, the close
supervision of experienced guidesand their con-
stant emphasis on safety makes commercial
river runnersthe most diligent in proper PFD
use based on the accident reports studied.

Wrap-up and Summary

The most significant information yielded
from this study wasthat there are groups of ac-
cident victims with distinct and contrasting
characteristics. On the one hand, we have sea
kayakerswho, despite the increase in popularity
o thesport, are infrequent victims of accidents.
Their accident numbers have remained rela-
tively stable from 1995-1998. When accidents do
occur, they can be directly attributed to poor
weather conditions.

Canoe accidents have been rising since 1995
despitethe drop in the number of participants.
However, with canoeists comprising over 55%

(17,5 million) of the number of paddling partici-

pantsin 1999 (ORCA, 1999), we would expect to
see more boating accidents among this group
than any other. Inexperience playsamajor role
in the drownings o these boaters given that the
primary cause o death is PFD nonuse or mis-
use.

Recrestional whitewater kayakersand expert
whitewater kayakers are experiencing an in-
crease in accidents but for slightly different rea
sons. Further, the number o participants and
enthusiasts isincreasing in both segments.

For inflatables, commercial and noncom-
mercial alike, we have seen an explosion m the
rafting industry but accident rates are steady
and relatively low compared to canoeistsand
kayakers.

What makes the difference? Several factors
seem clear. Let's compare applesand apples. Sea
kayaking issimilar to rafting and whitewater
kayaking in that there's been a steady Increase
in the number o participants over the past five

ears.

Y Why arewhitewater kayakers and inflatables
more prone to accidents than sea kayakers?The
answer iswhitewater and its built-in dangers.
But inflatables are paddled in whitewater, and
both inflatables and whitewater kayaksare used
in ClassII-V rivers.

What makes inflatable and sea kayak acci-
dent rates lower than whitewater kayakers?Al-
though commercial outfitters have expanded the
number o riversviablefor commercial trips,
kayakersstill have access to more difficult and
dangerous rivers year round. In other words, the
number of more difficult rivers kayakers paddle
may account for the difference in their safety
records from rafters.

In general, the trends show that the number
o participants is remaining the same but fatali-
ties haveincreased in recent years. For enthusi-
asts, their numbers have decreased and the total
number o fatalities (enthusiasts numbers are
not recorded separately so based on total num-
ber o deaths) has increased. The safety records
o kayakersand rafters are positive while canoe-
ists are faced with some challenges. When the
number o fatalitiesis compared to the number
d participants, enthusiasts, and whitewater
boaters, across ALL boat types, the death rates
are negligible.
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Many canoeists, kayakers, and rafters could
benefit from a"Paddling 101" course where the
importance o wearing a PFD and proper cloth-

cluded with this safety report (See Appendix).
Boaters can also take precautions to avoid
 causesand contributing factors listed in this
reporl

The good news is that we have a good way to
reach the whitewater paddler community. For
examvle. based on the 1999 American Whitewa-
ter membership survey™, American Whitewater
has access to more than 80,000 boaters through
an established network of affiliations. In addi-
tion, about one in six boaters belong to asingle
whitewater club, and many others are members
of multiple clubs. These local paddling clubsal-
ready provide safety courses and publish news-
letterswith this information for their members.

The segment of the population that doesn't
belong to a paddling club or organization pre-
sents agreater challenge. How do we reach ca-
sual boaters launching old aluminum canoes or
store bought inflatables with basic safety infor-
mation?And isit a reasonable goal for a
"whitewater" organization to educate them?

Absolutely! American Whitewater's safety
mission clearly states, “.... American Whitewater
provides information and education about
whitewater rivers, boating safety... American

__ Whitewater promotes paddling safety...”

American Whitewater isin an ideal position to
be aleader in non-motorized human-powered
boating safety.

mation, one-third of the whitewater kayaking
accident victims may be expert boaters.

Next Steps for American
Whitewater

Thisreport suggests four steps that Ameri-
can Whitewater can complete in order to con-
tinue itsleadership rolein boating safety:

1. Persuade the Coast Guard to change the
BAR form to list vessel types as follows: com-
mercial and noncommercial inflatables, canoes,
and kayaks. Moving water conditions should be
based on the American Whitewater Class ratings
system, or simply listed as"no current," "fast
current," and "whitewater rapids.”

2. Improve detailed reporting of all water-
related accidents to American Whitewater and
the USCG and improve training for investigat-
ing officers so that these accidents can be re-
ported more accurately and with more detail.

3. Strengthen American Whitewater's part-
nershipwith the America Canoe Association,
USCG, local paddling clubs, paddling equipment
manufacturers, and otherswho are interested in
elevating the issue of paddling safety.

4. Develoy safety vrograms to reach three
very distinct audiences with slightly different
messages (expert kayakers, recreational kayakers
and rafters, and casual canoeists).

please contact Jennifer Plyler at
pls98@erols.com/301.349.5101 or Charlie
Walbridge at ccwalhridge@cs.com/304.379.9002.

| wish to thank the USCG, especially Bruce
Schmidt, Statistician; Charlie Walbridge, Ameri-
can Whitewater Safety Editor; Lee Belknap,
American Whitewater Safety Chair; Rich Bow-
ers, American Whitewater Executive Director;
Jason Robertson, American Whitewater Access
Director; Phyllis Horowitz, American
Whitewater Administrative Director; Brian
Chitwood, Confluence; Lee Moyer, Pacific Water
Sports; and Holly Decker and Lee Ann Caral,
Perception for their support and cooperation in
working on this safety report.
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"Whitewater 1S defined as any body d water
with current (Classl) to ClassMVl while flatwater
is defined as having no current.

" Inflatablesare defined as either commercial
raft trips where a guide from an outfitter is paid
to captain the boat or a noncommercial inflat-
able, which isaraft guided by a private indi-
vidual without the services o an outfitter.

™ Due to the low number o inflatable fatali-
ties, it isdifficult to establish "trends" per se.

B Commercial rafting fatalities were unavail-
ablefor 1977 and 1984-1986 and non commer-
cia rafting fatalities were unavailable for 1977
and 1984.

= American Whitewater Membership Survey,
September, 1999. Random mailing to more than
2300 memberswith areturn rate of approxi-
mately 25%.
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ATERICAN WHITEWATER
SEEKS MARKETING
CONSULTANT

We could use your help launching our access,
conservation and safety programs into the new mil-
lennium. We are seeking an individual who can help
us put together "the total package." Someone ac-
complished in direct mail, advertising, event promo-
tion, product and membership development would
be agreat place to start. Your familiarity with
whitewater and our organization isa definite plus —
that's why we're putting this opportunity out to our
readership first. Thiswould hopefully turninto an
ongoing consulting relationship with American
Whitewater.

Please send your preposals to:

Nick Lipkowski
American Whitewater
1430 Fenwick Lane

Crossroads

Silver Spring, MD 20910
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The Friend
from Hell

By Duke Wavewalker

Part 1

It's astormy Friday afternoon, damp and
chilly withastiffwind that invadesyour clothes
and makes you shudder. The late sky is dim-
ming asthesun, well hidden hy storm clouds,
marcheswest. Theworkweek isdone. There's
cash in your wallet. Friday night is fast ap-
proaching.

You sit on the couch and click the remote
control."Oprah" invades your home. For grins,
you turn the CD player onand Frank Zappa’s
"Apostrophy" comesto life. Frank and Oprah,
what a couple.

Crack acold beer and the phonerings. It's
thegirlfriend. Uh-oh. She's had a bad day and
insists on coming over to expound on every
detail fromstart tofinish, about...something.
You're already doing it. Practicing. Nodding
and saying, "Yes, dear, that's terrible...etc.,
etc." Likeyou want to hear it. You tell her to
pick up a pizzaon the way and she hangs up.
Looks like one of those nights is about to
begin.

The News comes on and along with it, the
weather forecast. You marvel aboutthecareer
o being aTV weatherman. Stand infront of a
screenthat doesn't really existand make vari-
ous sweeping arm motions. You find yourself
standing on the couch, practicing. The info
provided in the marine forecast shows that
the surf has built. The gear, in its ever-ready
status o fully packed, waits in the garage.
Early AV riseand shineistheplan. A possible
Coyote escape may be required.

Shearrives. No pizza. No videos. No beer.
What the hell isthis? She has not had a good
day. And by thelook on her face, adistinct air
o disgust, and curt manner you know thisis
not going to beafun evening on the couch—
or anywhere else under your roof.

And she has cramps. Fangs, claws, and
string warts are on the way.

You are now aprisoner inyour own home,
a hostage held by a bad tempered creature
with 2 X chromosomes. You can just imagine
how good the Tehran Embassy hostages had
it. They only had to listen to Radical Islamic
Fundamentalists for 400 some-odd days. Like
those famous hostages, you hopefor arescue.
The situation is getting desperate. You look
about theroomfor away, animplement to use

in either an escape or suicide attempt. Chew
through the plaster and bolt? Club yourself
to death with a back issue o Rolling Stone?

"Did you hear what | said?What did | just

o

A white van roars up to the front of the
house, itsstereo blasting the Sex Pistolsand
its pilot jumps out, slamming the door be-
hind him. Bounding up thefront steps, he's
insideinaflash, liketherewasno door at all.
Amazing!

He flops on the couch near your girl-
friend and tosses a can of Bud across the
room to you. He pops his beer open and puts
hisfeetuponthelobster pot coffeetable. Not
aword has comefrom himyet. Theroomis
silent. If the now seething anger pent up
inside your girlfriend were suddenly con-
verted toatomic radiation, it would be"We-
come to Chernobyl."

He looks at her and slowly breaks intoa
grin, sensingthat histiming was, asusual, a
surgical strike, asmart bomb that found its
mark. She bristles. You are now biting your
liptosuppressamaniacal laugh thatisbarely
confinable.

"Hi, Babe, did | interrupt something, a
private party perhaps?'Hethen turnsto you
andgrinsagain. Hetakesasip of hisbeer and
gives the thumbs up. One work is spoken,
quietly and evenly toned; a key word that
finalizes this daring and dangerous hostage
rescue.

"Bonnet."

The incredible surf of Bonnet Point is
going off. Right now. You stare back at him
and dowly alow a smile to creep onto your
face. Mission accomplished. You hear the
sound of the bathroom door slamandWhat's
Her Nameis gonefor the moment. You run
for it out the back door.

Inabout three minutesflat you both have
the boats and gear loaded on the van. Pit
crew precision and accuracy, nothing has
been forgotten. Both empty Bud cans now
empty and flattened under the heels, have
been strategically placed under her wind-
shield wipers.

It's totally dark now asyou roar off to surf
Bonnet Point. You know al things at this

moment, asif thoughts are puzzlepiecesand
they fall into place. Bigwaves, aclearing sky
with abright moon, cold onesat the Willows
later. Perfection isin your grasp.

Aquirk in the thought process kicks up
"Girlfriend." You know youwon't see her for
some time after this night, maybe not ever
again. After suiting up and paddling out to
thegreenwater beyond the break, you raft up
foramoment. You then thank your friend for
the rescue and admire his keen sense of
timing.

“ITey, no problem, Dude. I'm the Friend
From Hell!"

Part 2

Somewhere else, abrief timelater, acouple
isreaching critical mass. Helooksforward to
aweekend together, reading the paper over
coffee in her East Side townhouse. She, a
budding creek boater armed with aroll and a
positiveattitude,dreamsofthe Monroe Bridge
section of the Deerfield. Sunny weather, war
ter and her new RICA acquaintances. A fun
gang. Get out of thecity. Away from another
smothering weekend, the inner city heat,
and a boyfriend that tries to overwhelm and
POSSESS.

They dine on Friday night at a swanky
place. He's forgotten his wallet. Again. Her
cashisgoing. That wasfor the Deerfield. She
mentions this. He turns on her.

"Waddya mean you're going kayaking
again?lsthisgonna bea habit?1 don't like
this.”

She'sstartingto notice how hisdictioniis
getting worse, his possessiveness growing
and his shredding o her friends and activi-
tiesgets moreand moreout of lineeveryday.

"I'm not spending another weekend in
this city. | want to get out to the country.
Come along or stay behind."

"Thissport of yours isstupid. What's the
purpose? Spend money on this junk and do
crazy thingsthat can get you killed. Who are
those losers, anyway?"'

"They're my friends. Don't you dare call
them losers!"

They stormout df therestaurantand head
to her place. Shewishes hewould just leave.
Now he's being nice again. The subject o
kayaking is lurking in the shadows, unmen-
tioned, notforgotten. Her gear, already packed
waits by the door, her boat and paddie stand-
ing in the stairwell outside like silent sen-
tries. When she walked past, the paddle
seemed to stand a bit straighter and almost
saluteher. When he walked past, theboat slid
along the wall, aimost knocking him back
down the stairs.

Five past six, the alarm doesn't go off.
While she enjoyed her solitude of sleep, he
switched it off, an effort to control her time,
her life, and her boating.

Shedreamson—of someoneelse. Notthe
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jerk who's residing here on borrowed time,
but a prince on awhite horse. At six fifteen
the door, though locked, opens. She awakes
with astart. Peering out the bedroom door-
way, she sees a shadowy figure. Out in the
hall, her boat isgone. Thieves! Burglars! She
moves to wake her lover (?) and suddenly
stops. Her gear bags are gone.

Turningdowlysoasnottowake S***head,
she draws the shade. A white van, festooned
with kayaks, is parked on the sidewalk.

She noticesher boat isthere, her paddie,
too. Getting up, slowly and quietly, she pulls
on jeans and a sweatshirt. By the door she
steps into her sandals. She eases the door
shut and treads down thestairs. Opening the
passenger door to thiswhite van, she jumps
in. The driver hands her acoffee.

"Thanks. Where did you learn to pick
locks like that?"

"No questions, no lies, I'm your Friend
From Hdl!"

Part 3

The archtypical Friday night had come
and passed in the usual fashion. Home from
work, shower, send out for a pizzaand havea
coupledf beers. Out tothegarageandload up
the boats, pack the gear and do the mental
checklist one more time. Give it the once
over again.

Atonefromthe next room meansacall is
incoming. Grabbingthe cordlessandsitting
back at the desk, feet up he addresses the
caller.

Bad news. Can't go tomorrow. Girlfriend
dumped him.

"Just be at McDonald's at 6:30.”

"Gotta settle up on thingswith her."

"Did she take your boat?"

"No."

"Then be there."

Jump to the morning. The rendezvous is
complete, theadditional gear stowed and the
van heads north to this guy's first Class IV.
He's shaken in the confidence department.
Big water, big change at home.

" She even took the cat."

"Youdidn't like it anyway."

The passenger is rattling away. Subjects
are narrow: the river and what to do about
the girlfriend.

"Hey, she's an ex-girlfriend now. Not to
worry."

Three hour ride. Seems like three days
with aradiothat only playsRush Limbaugh.
Pretend to drift out of range. That works and
it fades.

Itisabeautiful sunny day in latesummer.
It is adequate water and a nice comfy Class
IV—foryou. Foryour buddy it's sheer terror,
but he runs clean linesthrough the big stuff
like a pro. Cool. At one point you're both in
thesame eddy. Hestartsabout hisgirlfriend.
You point to a raft laden with cute female
passengers. Heisn't encouraged.

Thetake-outapproachesasthe water starts
to drop, asuresign that the power company
issticking to their agreementsto the letter.
You changeclothes, tiedowntheboats, crack
acold one and head to camp. A stop in the

village produces grub and some scotch.

Thetentsare up, thefireisgoingand the
driver prepares the food. Looks like a lot of
just the two o us. Feel like cooking. Save
some extrafor aquick breakfast. Get on early
tomorrow.

Just as dinner is about ready, a Jeep fes-
tooned with female raft customers pulls in.
Amidst asea dof smilingfacesyou notice they
brought a cooler of their own. Cool.

The night goes on and the Earth turns.

Early AM. The Jeep returnsto retrieve a
straggler. Ahonk of the hornisall it takesas
ascantily clad blond raft bunny dashes from
tent to vehicle is no time flat. No words are
spoken as breakfast is reheated on the stove
and the coffee starts perking away.

Later at the put-in, two boatersslideinto
thewater, warm upand head downtothefirst
playwave.

"I'm Psyched to boat today."

"Sleep well?"

"Yeah, you?"

Agrin shootsfrom ear to ear. Agrin that
transcribesamillionwords. Agrinthat every
guy knowsthe meaningof. Y et notaword out
of him. He peals out o the eddy and grabs a
wave, carving the face in fine form. Still
grinning. Then he hears the words, one in
particular lurches out.

"Still thinking about your girlfriend?"

"What girlfriend?"

That'swhat Friends From Hell are for!

Riding the

By April Lewandowski

"Hey, babe, will you throw me my skirt?"
Marcy took hold of the thick neoprene with
her mouth and slid the sprayskirt off theline.
Andy grabbed the paddling gear from her arms
and threw it into the back o the silver-grey
Toyota; the thick plastic made a clunking
noise.

"Woohoo,it suredid rain alot last night,"
Andy said with alittle too much excitement for
sixinthemorning. Theair outsidewascrisp.
"Bet the oI’ Chattooga's running at least 3.6
feet. What do you think?" Marcy cradled her
mug of warm coffee and nodded sleepily.

"I'm sureit's at least running 2.6. Think
that’1l be high enough for Kip?' sherepliedas
she placed the dry bag and the sandwiches in
the back.

It was thefirst of thewinter paddling days.
October had gone by dowly and warmly for
that matter. The coldest day had been in the

high 50s. But sometime around Thursday, a
coldfront had moved in bringing highsin the
30s, rain, and high water. Marcy didn't par-
ticularly like the cold weather paddling—five
layersof clothes restricted her from fine, pre-
cise movements and turns, and shefelt al the
layers made her look fat. She much preferred
sunny, warm daysadf skinny dipping paddling,
the days when she would only wearing the
necessities—a lifgjacket, sprayskirt and hel-
met. Andy liked those days, too.

She and Andy met on a beginner's kayak
clinic she taught the year before. Andy was
hardly a beginner; he been running the
Nantahalaand playingat the Falls, but hisroll
wasn't al that reliable. Andy showed upat the
clinic on Saturday, aday later than the other
folks, and he had “punk” written al over him.
He loaded his boat onto the trailer without
asking, stripping df hisshirt toflash hiscata-

ull

log of trendy tattoos: Greek lettersand Ying-
yang symbols. She covered Andy with a thick
blanket o expectations: he would be a smart-
ass, wanting to play in holes and surf waves,
skillsthey weren't teachingtheothersyet, and
he would challenge the leadership o women
paddiers.

But he proved her al wrong. True, his
tattoos were trendy, and his pierced nipple
surely reflected somewhimsical decision after
onetoo many beers. But Andy proved himself
to be nothing that Marcy had expected. He
coached unintrusively, helping some o the
more able paddlerswith their eddy turnsand
pee outs. Infact, she had been embarrassed to
fed the dlight fluttering in her chest every
time she heard his boisterous laugh.

"Alright,we'regoodtogo." Andy slammed
his door tight. "How ya feding?' Marcy
noticed hisenthusiasm shook the littletruck;
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hissmileand voice held theexcitement of akid
with a new Happy Med toy. His eyes bright-
ened as he bellowed out a hardy laugh.

"Good, good. Not too bad," Marcy said,
hoping her grogginesswould disguiseher ten-
sion as she leaned over to change the radio
station. Andy placed his hand on her back,
running his fingers gently to the nape o her
neck, caressingthe soft skin that was hidden by
her brown hair.

"How'sthis?" Marcy asked, settlingon the
local NPR station and sitting upright, guiding
Andy's hand down to her side.

"Great. You'll probably have to change it
whenwe pickup Kip. Hehatesthe news," Andy
replied.

Andy learned hisroll infive minutes, maybe
ten. Butit took Marcy six monthstoget aroll
asgood as theoneAndy picked up instantly. "It
must be your boat," Marcy said, hoping he
wouldn't get too cocky from his newly accom-
plished skill. "I just haveagood teacher,” Andy
flashedawidesmile. Marcy noddedwith agree-
ment asshe shoved him over. Herolled again.
"Yen, agreat teacher," he said blowing water
from his mouth and cracking awide smile.

"Wannat y ahand roll?* Marcy asked not
thinking Andy would live up to the task, or at
least not t y it so fast. He tossed his paddie
toward the shore and leaned over. He almost
made it up onthefirst go except hishead came
up too soon, pulling him down quickly toward
her. Marcy grabbed him under the arms to
right him, only she didn't let go when he
regained his balance. "You held on too long,"
she muttered to herself as she moved over to
work with Dean on his roll.

Thetruck rumbled into the driveway, the
gravel pelting it sounded like a machine gun
openingfire. “I'llgoget Kip. Canyou movethe
stuff to make room?" Kip, al six feet four
inchesd him, stumbled out of the door carry-
ing his paddling bag. Marcy tossed Andy's
clothestotheback bed and dlid over toward the
middle, the gearshift making it impossible to
stretch out her legs.

"Hey, baby," Kip kissed her on the check.
Hisbreath reeked of reefersand beer. Marcy's
eyesrolled over toward Andy as he gave her a
yeah-1-know-shrug.

"You doing alright today, Kip?"

"Babe, I'll be doing a hell-of-a lot better
onceweget on that badass water. You hear me
Andy?' Kip said spitting into his Gatorade
bottle.

Andy nodded and pressed his body against
hers, "Yeah, | hear ya man. We should have
some big water today."

"Yeagh, and oI’ Marcy gonna get some hig
water today. You gonna run the Bull aren't
you?"' Kip reached down to change the radio
station.

Marcy pretended to sip her hazelnut Java,
"I don't know, Kip. The Bull really freaked me
lasttime." Shehated to admit it—Bull Sluice,
the Class V rapid, the rapid she had run 100
times, ripped her up. Shetook the upper ledge

©

alittle too far river left and the drop spun her
out in the top of the hole upside down. The
Bull bucked her and left her no chance but to
spend afew seconds of eternity in the thrash-
ing, churning ride of the wave upside down.
Somehow her paddle had gotten away from
her when she flipped. Then the hydraulics
ripped her body away from thefront her boat
slamming her against theback deck each time
shetried to pop the grab loop of her skirt.

She rubbed her right cheek thinking back
tothe nasty bruiseshe got from the bull-ride.
There were times when the Bull got down
right spiteful —the Bull had drowned seven
others before. She had been lucky; it had
merely kicked her in the jaw and given her a
good scare. Today with the high water she
suspected the Bull might trample her. She
just didn't know.

"Heck, you can runit Marce. You've done
it before," Andy assured her as he pushed up
his deeve; the Toyota hiccuped as he shifted
into fourth.

He was right. In fact, they ran the Bull
together on one o their first paddling dates.
Marcy stockpiled the nerve to actualy call
him, toask him casually if hewanted to paddle.
Just paddie, she thought. There's nothing
wrong with just paddling. She paddied with
guys al the time. "So you want to go?" she
asked asif hewould realy lieto her. Perhaps
there was realy nothing to it. Andy had
wanted to paddle some bigger water and she
offeredtotake him down the Chattooga, where
she worked al summer as a raft guide. He
went. They went. And she thought of how
guys measure the worth o relationships on
the" hangoutscale." Good relationships mean
doingstuff together rather thanspendingtime
ingood conversation. Theywould just paddle.

They paddied hard. The afternoon was
spent surfing holes, toppling over waves,
splashing around in the warm August water.
But in between runs, in the quiet stillnessand
sdow o the smooth stretches o river, they
talked. The usual — parents and friends, what
brought them to Western, boats and padales,
and futuregoas. Then they talked of God and
religion, and of dreams and fantasies. They
talked of running classfivesonly to makewild,
passionate loveonshoreafter each rapid. Talk
came unusually easy for Marcy. She found
herself disclosing more to Andy than she
wanted. But heasked questionsand listened;
he made her feel safe.

"Hey Marcy you're so fine you're so fine
you blow my mind. Hey Marcy. Hey, hey, hey
Marcy," Kip belted out hisversion of the 80s
tuneas he danced around in hisseat, inching
his way into Marcy's personal space.

"What areyou on?"sheasked ashehugged
her. Shefelt thesandpaper scratchinessd his
unshaven neck and smelt the pinescent of his
deodorant.

"We're going to the river! Yehaw!” Kip
rolled down the window and shouted at the
cattle. They didn't seem to caretoo much and

continued to graze. She pushed Kip back to
his side of the seat. Luckily the drive from
Cullowhee to Clayton, GA, was only about an
hour. It had been at least 20 minutes.

"Only forty more minutes and well get
this boy to the water," Andy seemed to sing
out.

"Thank God," Marcy sighed as she looked
for something to read. Finding an old S¥fva
Herald and the Tovota's Owner's Manual, she
decided to read up on "Fluid replacement."”

Paddling was an addiction. Alcohol. Co-
caine. Ecstasy. All good stuff, but nothing
could beat good, old-fashioned adrenaline. It
was a natural rush, achemical made by your
own body and thrill-induced. It was cheaper
and, best of al, it was not illegal to get it or
have too much o it, and you didn't get hang-
overs or flashbacks either. Marcy and Andy
had it bad. And Kip had it worst of al. They
would run almost any river or creek at any
level just for the thrill and just because they
could.

"Marce, didyou get my skirt?" Andy asked.
Kip had his Leatherman out trying to fix the
clasp on his noseplugs.

"Yeah. Remember, | handed it to you
before we left.”

"You sure?"

"Yeah. Youthrew itinthetruck yourself."

"Hey, now," Kipinterjected, "I don't want
to see you two lovebirds fighting,” he said
ending in smacking kissing noises.

Andy pulled over to the side of the road
andranaround back. "I guessyouwereright."
Marcy stationed herself to the middle o the
seat careful not to brush either of the twomen
next to her and flipped through therest of the
manual.

"Hey, Andy, give a stop at the BP down
here," Kip said.

"Sure, man."

The old truck clicked down a gear and
halted to astop.

“I'll beback." Kip'sold jeansclungtohis
tight butt and hisbroad shoulders sat stacked
like a cross above his torso.

"Did you redly have to check for your
skirt?" she asked somewhat hesitantly, swat-
ting at the imaginary fly inside the cab.

"Yegh. | didn't remember putting it in.
Did you get our dy bag, too?" Andy asked
casually turning the engine off asthey waited
for Kip.

"Yegh. It's there. | got it from the base-
ment this morning,” Marcy said in a mono-
tone voice looking at the section on brake
repair.

"Hey therelittle campers, how 'bout some
Sam Adams? Two-fifty. Said she had an
overstock or something,” Kipinterjected. His
presencewasas uncomfortableasif hehad laid
hislong body down acrossthetop of Marcy and
Andy's, hogging al the space and squishing
their legs.

"Thanks." Marcy dumped her cold coffee
out the door and grabbed a bottle of Sam
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Adams. Andy glanced at the bottle and rapped
his hands on the steering wheel to a song he
must have been playing in his head.

Kip kept going off about the good dedl he
had scored at the BP, two packs of Sam Adams,
apack of PaleAle and two of thelast bottles of
Newcastle al for twelve bucks. Even so, a
silence hung stale inside the truck until they
pulledintothe put-injust abovethe 76 Bridge.

"Hey, Andy," she said grabbing the loop of
his jeans before he got out, "I might just run
shuttle today."

Andy sat down, putting his hand on her
knee and grasping the lobe d her ear between
histhumbandforefinger. Atremor of electric-
ity pulsed through her body and she bowed her
head asif in prayer.

"You know," he said, walking his hands
down thesidesof her face, eventualy finding
a resting spot on the zipper pull of her blue
fleece. The crackling o the plastic zipper
coming undone caused her heart to pound
harder."l wasthinkingwe might let Kippaddle
out a head o us and scout the rapids." He
grabbed her leg and dlid it over his.

"l was hoping so, too," she said letting his
cold fingertipsfind sanctuary inthewarmth of
her stomach. She clasped her hands on his,
squeezed them and gently pushed him away.

"Me, t0o," she whispered to herself again
as she left the truck to unload her gear.

"Buckaroos, are you ready for some hig,
crazy water? Wegotsomebigwater. Yessirree,
the oI’ Kipper's gonna paddle some big ol’
water today." Kip'svoice echoedinthe parking
lot and seemed to dance on the treetops.

Andy grabbed his Mr. Clean. "You ready,
Marce?' heasked ashe headed toward thetrail .

"Yeah, I'll be there in aminute,” she told
him. Shealso told herself she'd at least get all
thegear outandif shedidn't fedl ready by then,
she just wouldn't go. Kip was running laps
around the parking lot; he looked like an
Olympic runner taking avictory lap after the
race. Hisshaggy blond hair fell rhythmically
in his chiseled, surfer-like face.

"Hey Marcy, you coming?"

She almost said "No," but was forced to
follow Kip as he carried her kayak down the
trail to meet up with Andy.

"We got the Bull first thing. You ready?"

She hadn't forgotten and she wished they
would stop asking her if she was ready. The
Bull was thefirst thing indeed. Sheimagined
herself running it, putting it just above,
stretched out and loose, hitting her line just
right. She saw herself landing from the first
ledge to ride the froth and to miss Decapita-
tion rock. All she had to dowashit theline. If
shehitthelineshewould stay ontheriver and
hang through the next Class1V-Vrapids, Cork-
screw, Jaw Bone, and Sock 'em Dog. If she
missed, she would eddy out and know better
than to violate her intuition next time.

Andy popped his skirt right on his boat,
therubber randsealed likea plastic Tupperware
container. She could seethesilhouette df his

muscular shoulders even through the cover-
ing o his red spray jacket. His body moved
gracefully as he did into the water catching
the eddy just above the Bull.

She thought o their first time at the
Chattooga. They ran Section Four, al the
rapids, and had paddled the two-mile stretch
o Tugaloo Lake to make it to their shuttle.
"One more time," Andy seemed to suggest,
tying the boatswith aquick, agile enthusiasm.
Marcy had just shook her head "yes," thinking
to herself how she would run it with him as
many times as he wanted. It was the edge of
dusk: the forest horizon slowly swallowed the
sun as they walked their boats down the path
to run the Bull for the second time that day.
Andy encouraged her to run it first. She did
and Andy followed her to shore with gliding
smoothly through the roaring rapid.

"You got it, Andy," she cheered loudly and
heturned around and winked at her. The mist
o water rose between them, blurring her vi-
sion of him. She could smell the mustiness of
her river clothes. Kip placed adry bag in the
back of his Necky.

After that second run on their first day,
Andy pulled his boat quickly to shore. He
yanked Marcy's boat by the grab loops and
saddled himself on the deck of her boat cra-
dling her torso with hiswet legs. "Thanks,"
shesaid like hewas doing her afavor, and she
reached out her hand to grab his thigh. He
moved forward, hiskneesdigging into thedirt
ashestraddled the boat. Hestretched out his
hands to undo her helmet. Her long wet
tresses fel around her neck as he flung the
round plastic helmet into thetrees. "I'll get it
later," he said breathing through his nose as
he nudged hischintowardshers. "Right now,"
his lips pressed against the pulse of her neck,
"we don't" she pulled him closer, "need," he
looked her in the eyes, "helmets." Marcy
nodded in agreement seeming to suggest that
they didn't need any o their gear for that
matter. She unbuckled Andy's helmet and
tossed it into the woods.

Andy looked back and gave a good-luck
waveand the fast water gnawed at the edge of
his bow, turningit little too far right into the
current. Marcy yanked her waving hand down
and attempted to snap on her spray skirt. It
popped off. Andy's boat rolled as he came off
the ledge. " Shit! Come on," the rubber rand
was refusing to seal. She yelled at Kip, who
wassitting off thetrail takingasmoke, "Andy's
down!" Shewatched the red boat churningin
the top hole and she hoped Andy had enough
gutsto hangwith it till the water would push
him out so hecould roll. "Comeon," shetried
to coerce her spray skirt into stretching just a
littlefurther. Assheglanced up she could see
the fist of water holding the bright red boat
against the rock; Kipwas booking it down the
trail.

If Andy had stayed in his boat hewould be
pinned against therock. If hehad bailed at the

top hestill might still be recirculating. Marcy
didn't know and she didn't have time to wait
around tosee. Because her boatwasalready in
the top eddy, shewould have to run the Bull.
She hoped that Andy had gotten pushed out o
the hydraulic or managed to escape from his
boat just before it pinned.

She scraped the grainy beach as she did
into the eddy. Her boat seemed to peel out
without her having to think too hard and she
set her line effortlessly. The fury of the water
crashed beside her asshedropped intothefirst
hole. The Bull waskicking and snarling. She
focused on the red boat down below. Punch-
ing with every inch of force inside her, she
rodethebucking Bull for what seemed likethe
full eight seconds. It's rage maddening with
every forward stroke. She saw the red boat,
still upside down and held in place by the fist
o water.

"He's down there," Kip hollered and
pointed toward the bobbing blue lifgjacket in
the eddy behind the rock. Marcy paddied
furiously to the body. The crisp wind slapped
against her face causing her eyestotear. She
flipped from her boat; the chill of the water
seized her breath. She grabbed him under his
arms, flipped him right side up and swam for
shore. His body seemed heavy as she lugged
him onto the sand. Kip paddlied over and
grabbed her paddie and boat.

She unfastened his lifgjacket. Her tan
hands tilted his head as she leaned forward
hoping to hear him breathe. Sherepositioned
the head. Andy's body convulsed, shaking
violently as he began to wheeze spew vomit. It
was as if al the water he had swallowed was
erupting from within him. Rolling him over
on his side, Marcy cleared his airway, trying
not to noticethat her abdomen felt like some-
one was piercing it with shards d hot iron.
Andy's chest roseonitsown, Marcy'sfell asshe
breathed out.

Kip sat in the eddy, ready to ferry across
theriver toget help need be. Themorningsun
ran itsfingers acrossthewaves. Thesloshing
water hummed in the background as the red
boat rocked in the unsteady motion o the
eddy. Marcy cradled Andy's head in her arms
and followed trickles of water down his face
with her fingertips. Henudged hishead against
her thigh. "Thanks for getting my skirt,
Marce?' Hisbreathingwasstill shallow. Marcy
noticed that hissmile seemed weak and tired.
She glanced toward the clear sky and then
leaned forward asif she would kiss him. Her
wet hair dangled over his closed eyes as she
stroked the soft parts of hisfacewith backs of
her fingers. "No problem," she whispered as
the hands of the sun pressed gently on her
shoulders.

Editor's note: April Lewandowski teaches
English at Western Carolina University and
has paddled in that area for five years.
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A Poem by Ronald E.

The Last Day He was 39

The last day he was 39

Duncan Jr.

The water moved quite rapid
The action wasfast paced

Until the old man missed a roll
And arock impaled his face

\We set out to have some fun

Kayak down the river
An awesome whitewater run

We went to the Ocoee

The Olympic course

Thenwed run the lower

It sounds like lots of

The hour drive to get there

We laughed that he was swimming
We thought that hewasfine

It's not hisfirst time out o boat
He's been there many times
torun

We pulled into an eddy

To see what help he'd need

Then we saw his eyebrow

Man, he sure can bleed

fun

Was even not that bad

We had good friends and music
What more could we have had?

The three of usdid ponder
Just what do we do now

We have to stop the bleeding
But we didn't know just how

Without too much discussion
The decision now was made

He needs to see adoctor

But who takes him and who stays

He's 40 now much older

And wiser he should be

But | think hell make another run
Just as soon as he can see

Editor's note: | hear that Dubya Bush will
soon be naming a new Poet Laureate for the
United States. Could Ronald E. Duncan, Jr.
possibly be the man?
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Norm Brancn Potomac Releases - 2001

]
Submitted by Ed Gertler

The following weekends have been tenta-
tively setfor rel easesfrom Jennings Randol ph
Dam (aka Bloomington Dam) on the North
Branch Potomac:

April 14,15
April 28, 29
May 12, 13
May 26, 27
Sept. 1, 2
Oct. 6,7

Expect releases d 850-1000 cfs each day
from9amto4 pm. Keepin mindthatadry
spring could result in cutbacks or cancella-
tion. Always cal beforehand at 410-962-
7687 or check the Corps website at Ffp:Z

- my.mil/wc/index.html.

Thereisnow anofficial publictake-out at
Bloomington at the wastewater treatment
plan, upstream left, just above the arch rail-
road bridge. Get there by driving west and
uphill from the Savage River on Rte. 135,
over therailroad tothefirst left. Acrossfrom
the school, take the next left downhill to the
access. Once again, we encourage model

—Avallable at www addlesnake.t:om or

behavior (slow driving, no public nudity), as
we will be creating traffic in a residential
neighborhood.

We can make some friends by patroniz-
ing the little restaurant in town (and don't
forget the teensy snack and bait shop in
Barnum t0o).

As for the traditional take-out at the
mouth o the Savage, that is still OK, too.
Just remember, the popular parking lot at
thetake-out, in front of thetwo-story brick
building,ison private property. Pleasetake
care not to block the driveway (evenjust to
unload for aminute), changeclothesin the
open, or do anything else to offend the
tolerant owner. Poor behavior by some in
1997 almost cost usthe use of thelot. Be
on your best behavior and watch over the

other guy too.

Reviewed by Bob Gedekoh

This sequel to Milt Aiken's award
winning video, Tales o the
Paddlesnake, will please those
whitewater video fans who have
grown weary of many recently re-
leased productions that emphasize
frantic, choppily edited action and
hype whitewater “celebrities,” with-
out providing much useful informa-
tion to river runners. Which is not to
say that Aiken's video lacks dramatic
excitement, or that there are no "big
name" boaters included in his foot-
age.

Aiken's new video features plenty of Class
IVand Vaction and carnage, and river group-
ieswho stick around for the creditswill spot
the names d many o the southeast's"star"
boaters. But the emphasis here isclearly on
the river, or rather, the watershed... since
thisvideoalso providesadetailed exploration
d theentire Chatoogabasin. Aikenwantsto
educate boatersaswell asentertain them, to
assist them in safely exploring the many

options that the Chatooga watershed offers.
Happily, he succeeds.

The production includesdistinct sections
onanumber of well known whitewater runs
in the Chatooga basin including the West
Fork/Section II, War Woman Creek, Section
111, Section IV, Stekoah Creek and Overflow
Creek. In each of these segmentsindividual
rapids are logically sequenced and clearly
labeled.. . gage levelsare even flashed on the
screen.

In his coverage o rapids like Bull Sluice
on Section TTT and Woodall Shoal son Section
IV, Aiken includes footage shot at different
levels... vividly depicting the power o high
water. Aiken then discusses and demon-
strates alternative linesand level dependent
safety concerns. At Section 1V’s Crack inthe
Rock, Aikenincludessoberinglowwater foot-
agewhich clearly documentsthe risk o en-
trapment.. . over theyears, nofewer thanfive
river runners have perished at thisspot. He
even suggests appropriate safety rope place-
ment for this and several other Section IV
rapids. Hedoesn't just tell viewersthat they
should set a safety rope at Hydroelectric
Rock, he shows them why.

This emphasis on safety is responsible
and refreshing. Statistically, the Chattoga
ranks as one o the most deadly riversinthe
United States. To some degree this is a
function of thesheer popularity of SectionIT1

and Iv; hut history suggests that the unique
rock formations that form theriverbed of the
Chatoogamake it moredangerousthan many
other rivers of comparabledifficulty.

All this talk about safety might suggest
that Aiken's video is tiresomely Old School.
But thisis not the case. There is plenty of
exciting footage from Section IV and hair
boaters will enjoy the action from Stekoah
Creek and Overflow Creek. Open boaterswill
love this video, since it includes plenty o
open boat action and carnage. But would-be
videostarswith big egosshoul d steer clear of
Aiken's merciless video camera.. . hekeepsit
rollingwhen thecarnagestartsand hedoesn't
turn it off when his subjects are forced to
swim.

Deliver Me From the Paddlesnakeshould
make awelcome addition to the collection of
thoughtful and serious river runners, par-
ticularly those planning a trip to the
Chatooga.
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Kent Ford's New
Video Reviewed,
Brealthru

reviewed by Greg Akins

Perhaps the best way to perfect one's on-
the-river performanceistowatch agenuine
expert. But oftenthe people we kayak with,

AGE SR BOH T poEEe It

S e

Froptvapbep=y iy, 158

il fRERLOES.  Dabsd . POiET paddling. tech
fiigues amd & plethora of bad habits. As a
consequence, mimicking them often yields
less than perfect results.

In Breakthru, Kent Ford comes to the
rescue. Here Kent reveals techniques for
intermediate to advanced paddiers intent
ondeveloping solid downriver paddling tech-
niques. While thereissomeinstructionin
the art of play, the video focuses on river
running and proper stroke.

For anyone who wants help from a ac-
knowledged master in improving hisor her

technique, thisvideoisamust-have. Team-
ingwith three-timeOlympian, Scott Shipley,
Kent has produced a series of demonstra-
tions and practice tips that should help any
paddler achieve a paddling breakthrough.

If you're planning on moving your
kayaking experience to the next level this
season, thisisaworthwhile addition to your
video library.

Performance Video
B88.250,5805
www perfermanceyiden, com

Friday, May 4
to Kick Off
Cheat Fest

The annual Cheat River Downriver Race
has been scheduled for late afternoon on
Friday, May 4th. Theelevenmileracethrough
West Virginias Class IV Cheat Canyon kicks
off the Friends dof the Cheat's Annual Cheat
River Festival, which will be held the follow-
ing day in Albright, West Virginia. Organiz-
ersd the racearealso planning raceson the
ClassIIl Cheat Narrowsand ClassV Big Sandy
on Saturday.

Raft Teams as well as individual open
boatersand kayakersarewelcometo partici-
pate in the Cheat Canyon Race Friday
evening. The raft team from Mountain
Streams and Trails, who trounced
their competion last year, has renewed their
challengeto the other loca raft companies.
AndtheBob Gedekoh Old School/ New School
Kayak Challange will befeatured onceagain
during thisyear's competition.

The Cheat Canyon Race will be held one
haf hour later thisyear so that participants
will have plenty of time to drive to Albright
after running the Upper Yough that morn-
ing.

For additional details about the Races
and the Cheat Festival visit <http://
www.cheat.org>www.cheat.org

Extreme Whitewater Film Festival
to
Banefit

Snake's Alpine Canyon

An Extreme Whitewater Film Festival will be held on Friday, April 13th in the
University of Utah's Reed Auditorium at 6:30 pm. The Festival issponsored by the Utah
Whitewater Club. Ticketswill beavailable at the door, or may be purchased at a discount
online at <http://www.UtahOutdoors.com>www.UtahOutdoors.com.

All revenues from thefestival will go directly to the Snake River Fund, acommunity
driven programthat orchestratesimprovementsto accessfacilitiesat the AlpineCanyon
section df the Snake River.

Whitewater
Festival

"The eighth annual
Kananaskis Whitewater
Festival will be held on the
Kananaskis River, near
Calgary Alberta, on May
26thand 27th. Itisan
opportunity for
whitewater paddiersofall
abilities fo get together for

funand competition.

Scheduled events include the
traditional DownRiver Race, Hole
Riding and Wave Surfing. Someof
the favorite and most unique
events d the festival include the
On-water Obstacle Course, the
Throw Bag Tossand theInflatable
Toy Race.

Camping isavailablefor a small
fee at the Canoe Meadows group
site off Hwy #40, 5 km south o
Hwy #1 on both Friday and Satur-
day nights.

Theentry feeincludes aevent
T-shirt, a ticket to the Saturday
night Barbeque and lots o other
goodies. Spectators are welcome,
and it's free.

For moreinformation, contact
Undercurrentsat 403-262-43270r
tony@undercurrentsONLINE.com.
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Whitewater

TheDoctor isIn

Having a tough time reconciling your love
of whitewater with your affairs of the heart?
Share your misery with Dr. Juste
Kantgettenuff, AW's exclusive whitewater
love expert. Even if he can't solve your
problems, Dr. Kantgettenuff will do his best
to put them in perspective by making you
feel exceedingly foolish in front of the entire
whitewater community. Send your letters to
Dr. Kantgettenuff care of the AW Editor.

Sorry, we can not guarantee the return
of any pictures thatyou might include.
(Message from Dr. K. to Veronica in Detroit:
NO, | HAVENT ever seen anything quite like
THAT before! And | hope never to again!)

WHERE DID OUR
LOVE GO?

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

I've got a terrible problem and | don't know
what to do. If you can't help I'm afraid my
marriageisover. Dick, my husband of sevenyears,
has lost interest in me. And | don't just mean.. .
well: you KNOWwhat 1 don't just mean! Dickand
| used to kayak together every weekend, now |
can't him get to paddle at al. And when | come
back from aday ontheriver, Dickdoesn't even ask
how thingswent. These days al Dick seems to
care about is cheap beer and televised football!
Dick actslike | don't even exist! What can | doto
bring back that lovin' feeling?

Desperate and despondent,
Mrs. Gloria Horneigh
Buffalo, New York

My Dearest Mrs
Horneigh,

What has happenedtoyour marriageisall too
common. Dick istaking youfor granted and treat-
ing you like an old toy because your relationship
has become boring and predictable. If you truly
want to sustain a romance there must be an
element of mystery and intrigue. There must be
excitement and uncertainty. There must be fear
and pain! Gloria, thetime hascomefor youtogive
Dick areal surprise. Something that will indubi-
tably rekindle his desirefor you.

The next time Dick alows you to go to the
river alone, you must return with an enormous
tattoo. A magnificent tattoo... right smack on
your lovely fanny!

And not just any tattoo. Gloria. Acustomized
tattoo, one that depictsa buff stud wavewheeling
over atruly gnarly waterfall. Tell thetattooartist
tomake sure that thiskayakerhas bulgingmuscles
and acocksuregrin. And at the baseof thefallsask
the artist to inscribe some initials... any initials
will do, just not Dick's. Onsecond thought, for the
safety of al concerned, you had better avoid the
initials d any male boater o your acquaintance.
Pick some uncommon initials for your fanny.
Initials that no one could possibly redly have-
JB., for instance.

Lk
g

Trouble??77

When you return home do nothing out of the
ordinary to cal attention to your new "friend."
Allow Dick todiscover JB. al by himself. Then, if
Dick is a man worth having, the fireworks will
start. Rut nomatter how crazy thingsmight get,
you must say nothing! No matter how hard Dick
triesto makeyou talk, you must never reveal J.B.’s
identity, or how he came to be on your derriere.
That will be your little secret, Gloria.

After the dust settles the Good Doctor prom-
isesthat Dick will beinfinitely moreattentive. The
next time you start to load your kayak onto the
roof of thefamily car. | can almost guaranteethat
Dick will be loading his on the other side.

And astheyearsgo by, your trusty friend J.B
will waysbetheretoremind Dick'ssorry assthat
hehad better nevertakeyour sweet lovefor granted
again. And that he damned sure better quit fret-
ting and fussing about football, and keep his eyes

HIGHER
MATHEMATICS

Kantgettenuff. Me Man,

| got me asituation here and | need some
words of wisdom from a righteous Dude. Since |
dropped out of school I've been runnin' thegnarl,
cruisin' the rodeo scene, and coppin’ afew green
ones now and again pushin’ rubber on the New
and Gauley. | ain't one to sweat tomorrow. Dude,
so long as | got a burger in my belly today. Yd
know what | mean?

But the sweet bird of opportunity donecome
peckin’ on this po' boy's door, and I'm thinking
maybe | better pluck that chicken while the
pluckin's good.

See there was a mamma on a raft trip | was
guidin' and she donetaken ashineto this bad boy.
Says I'm her one and only Muffin Man and she's
fixin’ to check meinto her Schmackdown Hotel.
Y esh, thisschweet thangwantstotietheknot. Put
a ring on my finger to match the ones in my
nipples!

Now this mammaain't much to look at she's
older than sin and can't paddlea lick, but she got
something every po' boy needs. I'm talking seri-
ous MONEY, Dude! Buckets and buckets chock
full of it. Thereain't no bottom to her deep green
well! She'slike some kind of whiz bangel ectronical
computer engineer and she's got some schweet
patents on chips... and | don't mean the little
brown onesyoufindincookies. Nosir! I'm talkin’
'bout the kind Gateway and Compag use by the
truckload!

The more | think about those schweet little
chips, the more | think | could grow to love that
schweet, schweet mamma. She could make me
the New River Burger King!

Sowhatya think, Dude? Timefor thispo' boy
to go for the gold, huh?

Ever so righteous,
Bub L. Light
Fayetteville, West Virginia

on xou!

T 777

Dear Mr. Light,

You certainly sound like an enterprisingyoung
man and T can see why this woman's offer of
matrimony must seem attractive. Asa matter of
principle, the Good Doctor has no problem with
the concept of marrying for money. I've done so
several times myself. There certainly isalot to be
said for being a wealthy woman's boy toy.

But | must advise you to break off your rela-
tionship with this particular richwoman immedi-
ately. My boy, youarein gravedanger! Very grave
danger, indeed. The problem is not thiswoman's
wealth, but rather how she came by it.

You mention in passing that this woman is
some kind of engineer. That can only mean one
thing. If this woman is an engineer, this is a
woman who has mastered Calculus! This is a
woman who can solve complex differential equa-
tions. This is a woman who can manipulate
quadranomials. Awomanwhoiscapable of that is
capable of almost anything! Believe me. | know.

It isthe Good Doctor's melancholy experience
that there is nothing more treacherous on this
earth than a woman who can do Calculus!
second, fourth and fifth wives could al do Calcu-
lus...and they useditto makemy lifealiving hell.
| shudder to recall the mathematical tortures |
endured at their merciless hands!

Itisclear from thetext of your letter thatwhile
you may be a talented whitewater boater and a
quite the studmuffin, you will never be a rocket
scientist or a nuclear physicist. The honest truth
isthat youwill never bethebrightest Light in the
string. Now consider this. If a woman wielding
Calculus reduced me, aworldly and wise, highly
intelligent psychopathopsychol ogisttoablubber-
ing mound of jelly, imaginewhat one might doto
avulnerableinnocent like you? Beafraid, Bub L.
Light. Bevery afraid!

If you marry this horrid Calculus harpy she
will surely use her mathematical wilestotorment
your sorry ass. And all the burgers in the world
couldn't beworththat. Get back to theriver and
away from her at once!

By the way, just how much money doyouthink
this dreadful woman has? And perhaps you had
better send me her nameand phone number... so

| cancall her and give her agood piece of my mind!
[EF—————————

THE BOYSIN
BOISE

Dear Dr. Kantgettenuff,

Just wanted to let you know that | took your
advice and decided to head west to look for the
perfectwhitewater river and theperfectwhitewater
man. Well.I'vebeenin Boisefor twoweeksand I'm
convinced that the North Fork of the Payetteisthe
perfect river. So now dl | have to do isfind the
perfect whitewater man.

And | think that should be easy. Thiscity is
chock full of buff, good|ooking guysand every one
o them seemsto have a kayak on the roof o his
car! | just don't know where to start... | fed like
akid in acandy store!

I'll keep you posted!

Your friend,
Goldie Degere
Boise, Idaho
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Whitewater

Dearest Goldie,

| certainly agree that the North Fork of the
Payette isan exquisite piece of whitewater. Itis, of
course, also a dangerous river; but knowing your
abilities, I'm certain that you can handle it. How-
ever. Goldie. | feel | must caution you about the
male kayakers of ldaho. While there might be,
perhaps, one or two who are decent fellows, there
aremany othersof my acquaintancethat will surely

Dr. Kant

Dear Doctor
K antgettenuff,

Aman of your immenseability and exceptional
talent deserves to be affiliated with a world class
institution. Let's get serious here. The University
o Cairoisasoldschool asit gets. | haveit ongood
authority that Egyptian paddlers not only wear
nosepl ugs, they also tape goofy rubber sphinxesto
their helmets. My friendsat the Pyramid Paddlers,
which as you know is Cairo's elite paddling club.
tell me that this year's Lower Nile Whitewater
Festival wasatotal bust. To be honest, you can get
better whitewater at the average American sewage
treatment plant.

| represent the finest Paddling related pro-
gram in theworld, and wewould like to offer you
aposition on thefaculty. Our school isnone other
than the legendary Montana | nstitute for Serious
Fluid Interaction. Training, and Study. Located in
Billings. MT, it is known world wide as MISFITS.
We think you will be an excellent fit with our
current faculty.

Y ou probably don't know it, butMontanaisthe
world leader in personalized licensed plates. We
have more per capita than anywhere. As part of
your total package, weare pleased tooffer youyour
own personal plate. Due to the letter limit, we
couldn't get your exact name, but we did the best
we could: Kantgetany. | hope you approve.

Our pay and benefitsareexcellent. | canassure
youwearean equal opportunity offender. Inorder
to help you with your decision, we have attached
some information about the institute.

This may bethefirst time you haveever heard
about the Montana Institute for Serious Fluid
Interaction, Training, and Study, commonly known
asMISFITS. Likeeveryone else, you want to know
more about this legendary center of paddling
knowledge. This little known institute of higher
|earning offers both undergraduate and advanced
programsin Paddleology, leading to the elite doc-
torate of Paddleology, which unfortunately only
qualifies you for an unpaid position on the insti-
tutestaff. For now, just remember our motto: We
arewhat we say we are: MISFITS.

Whilefew know of thedistinguished programs,
many have heard of the world famous award, the
Noble paddling prize, which is awarded annually
to the paddler who best exemplifies the principles

oettenuff Offereo
Midit Pogtion

#

%

Trouble?2??2?

Tt

try to take advantage of your sweet innocence.

Please don't be deceived by the appearance o
these handsome devils. My Grandmama Konnie
Kantgettenuff always used to say, "A good looking
puhlemumkin is still a puhlemumkin!™ Don't fal
victim to the superficia charms o one o these
worthless river cowboys. Keep your guard up,
Goldie!

d theinstitute. Youcan imagineour shock hereat
MISFITStofind out thereisasound alike Swedish
outfit handing out prizes that could be confused
withours. Apparently thisSwedish group thought
giving annual prizes was adynamite idea, so they
copied us. Luckily, they confine their awards to
thelesser areasaf human endeavor, like medicine,
physics, world peace, etc. Imitation isthe sincer-
est form of flattery, so | guesswewill alow them
to continue. Besides, they don't spell it right
anyway.

O courseyou have numerous questions about
thefaculty and program hereat MISFITS. Let me
assure you this is a fully accredited institution,
with afull academic program. Not only dowe have
aprogram in paddleology, but over the years, we
have becomeworld leadersin thestudy of another
form of fluid interaction that we have noted pad-
dlers have an unusual aptitude for, namely the
consumption of adult beverages. Of course weare
proponents of responsible boating. with our desig-
nated boater program, which alows al members
of the party to take credit for arun, aslong asone
member actually negotiatesit.

But enough about our programs. Theway any
institution builds its reputation is through the
quality o itsfaculty. Wefee our faculty isthe best
in the world, all leaders in their fields, and we
would like to take this opportunity to introduce
them here.

Dr Ben Boatin: Dr Boatin is the dean o our
institute, a past recipient of the Noble paddling
srize, and one of theforemost boatersintheworld.
Jeisastrongbeliever in the Darwinian technique
‘or teaching paddling skills, and always tries to
nstill thisin hisstudents. Hisroll or die seminars
ireworld famous. He firmly follows the trial and
zrror method, with special emphasison thelatter,
= he has found that this works well with our
Jnique students.

Dr M. Wet: Dr Wet is a brilliant theoretical
hemist, and a world renowned environmental
2xpert. He is currently working on cutting edge
research which after years of exhaustive study has
allowed him to prove conclusively that every boat-

MESSAGE TO THE
BOYS IN BOISE

If Dr. Kantgettenuff finds out that you louts
are taking advantage of the lovely Goldie, he is
going to send hisgoon squad out theretokick your
sorry asses!

able river in Montana contains at least trace
amounts of Dihydrogen Monoxide. This little
known chemical playsakey rolein our sport, but
has never been fully studied in the detail that Dr
Wetiscurrently involved. While Dihydrogen Mon-
oxidedoes occur in nature, it isalso an industrial
byproduct, whichwhen administered to boatersin
excessive doses, can cause avariety of injuries, up
to and including death. Research with MISFITS
graduates indicates extreme chromosomal dam-
age, may belinked to Dihydrogen Monoxideexpo-
sure.

Dr Al Cohol: Dr Cohol is the worlds foremost
expert in the study of paddlers and their interac-
tionwithadult beverages. Hisclassesare extremely
well received at the institute, studentsare aways
high in their praiseof his material and technique,
even though they don't aways remember al the
detailsthenext day. Dr Cohol and hisabl eassi stant
Ralph are aways on the lookout for new forms of
fluid interaction, and continue to expand the body
o knowledgein their area of expertise.

Dr | B Floatin. Dr Floatin is an expert on
statistics and higher mathematics. He has postu-
|ated that meaning of any paddling theory can be
proved with a 98% confidence factor, if it is tested
on three standard deviants from the MISFITS
student body. This is known as Floatins theory of
standard deviation from the mean. Dr Floatin will
be working jointly with Dr Wet on the statistical
correlations needed to prove the environmental
impacts of Dihydrogen Monoxide. As aworld ex-
pert onrisk analysis, he will no doubt be appointed
to the presidential commission to regulate pad-
dler exposure to this dangerous chemical.

Dr Buster DeDamme: Our students get a real
bang out of hiscourses. Theworlds | eadingexpert
on rapid dam removal technology, Dr DeDamme
has recently acquired some Soviet era dam re-
moval devices, strictly for researchpurposes. These
alow complete removal o any dam structure ina
matter of seconds. Once hesolvesthat pesky radia-
tion problem, hewill be ready to start field trials.

Dr P Cee: Orginally appointed to the institute
aspart of our affirmative action program, and still
our only femal efaculty member, Dr Ceehas proved
tobemuch morethan ameretoken. Shehastaken
up the fight to promote diversity in the paddling
community. Thisissomethingweat theinstitute
strongly support, as we believe that al paddlers
should be alowed to sink to their level of incom-
petence, regardless of lack o natural ability, or
sexual disorientation, aslong asthey can come up
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with the tuition. (Wehave to draw the line some-
where)

Right now, Dr Cee is working on one dof the
most serious issues to confront the boating com-
munity in many years. Sheisworkingto eliminate
thediscriminatory termWhitewater fromtheboat-
ers vocabulary. This term clearly indicates the
ethnocentric thinking of

Caucasian malesand downplaystheimportant
contributionsd indigenous peoplesto the devel-
opment o the sport. Native peoples invented the
kayak and canoe, which they constructed of all
natural materials. They lived in harmony with
nature, building only the boatsthey needed. Mod-
ern western man took the design, and began to
make it from synthetic hydrocarbon compounds,
contributing to destruction of the ozone, and
global warming. People began to accumul ate spe-
cialized boats for specific functions. They used
them in competition, for the glorification of their
own egos.

Dr Cee believes that if we continue down this
path, eventually wewill cometothe destruction of
civilization itself. And it all started with the word
Whitewater. We need a term which respects the
diversity of all paddlers. After an exhaustivesearch,
Dr Cee has come up with that term. Henceforth,
hereat theinstitute, Whitewater will be known as
Substantially Aerated Water, or SAW. Thistermis
both unbiased and descriptive. When you pull into
an eddy at thebottom of arapid, you cansay, " That
was one tough stretch o SAW! It nearly cut meto
pieces." Of course American Whitewater will have
tochangeitsname, butasthey say, you can't make
an omelet without breaking a few eggs.

O course, you want to know how this great
Institute got itsstart. For years the rumors came
out of Montana about a strange and secretive
group o super paddlers, never realy seen, rarely
even talkedabout, and then only in hushedvoices,
perhaps when a small group of local paddlers
gathered around acampfireafter ahard day onthe
river. Almost no one knew the real truth behind
the stories that circulated, and those that knew
were sworn not to tell. Only now, in the aftermath
o the cold war, can the true story betold. Itisan
extraordinary tale of skill and courage, of great
deeds done to preserve the American way of life.

Eventoday theoriginsofthestory areshrouded
in secrecy. Someclaim it was the Johnson admin-
istration, someclaim Nixon. Whatever year it was,
at thetimetherewasgreat concernin the Military
Intelligence community with the paddling gap
that was developing between the East and West.
Our skills and technology had fallen far behind.
Something had to be done. As a result, the
CLAndestine Paddling Training Center was born.
With legendary American military brilliance for
developing acronyms,itwascodenamed the CLAP.
Becaused superbriversand low population, Mon-
tanawas chosen as the training site.

Over the years, many o our greatest intelli-
gence operatives trained at the center. It was the
ultimatetraining, more elite than Rangers, Seals,
or even Special Forces. No greater compliment
could be paid an agent than to say: He's had the
CLAP. Those agents trained at the center were
knownasCovert Operativeswith Paddling Skill, or
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COPS. On rivers al over the globe, our COPS
fought their forgotten battles to preserve the
American way of life. Many o these legendary
stories are still told around the water coolers at
Langley.

As testimony to their success, today the evil
empire laysin tatters, and the skills once taught
onthegreat riversdraining the Beartoothscan be
used for less serious purposes. For several years
after the end o the cold war no one really knew
what to do with the training program, but with
budget cuts, something had to be done, and the
brassdecided it had to be privatized. In 1993, the
National Security Advisor was reviewing all the
classified budget items with the recently elected
President Clinton. They worked theirway through
thelesser items, like Star Wars, Stealth Bombers,
etc,andfinally, the head of CIA said Mr President,
we need to talk about the CLAP. The president's
face grew red, he looked flustered. He said, I've
never had the clap, | didn't know how to catch it.
Wereyou guysspying on mewhen | wasin Arkan-
sas?0nce heactually understood the program, he
signed the executive order to declassify theit over
a5 year transition period.

Fast forward to 1998. The trai ning center was
transferred to a private foundation. The curricu-
lum was expanded to meet the demands of the
civilian paddling community. Now the full pro-
gram can be made known to the American people.
After an exhaustive search, a new name was cho-
sen: This was a difficult decision, the new name
had to convey the important traits of the institu-
tion, and everything it had to offer paddlers. In
addition, it needed toexemplify how therest of the
country viewed Montana. After long and careful
deliberation, only one name seemed tofit. And so,
the Montana Institute for Serious Fluid Interac-
tion, Training, and Study, or MISFITS, was born.

So, If you seeany COPSon theriver, | am sure
they will tell you, wewouldn't be MISFITStoday,
if it hadn't been for the CLAP.

Sincerely, Your friend and hopefully
future boss,

Dr Ben Boatin

PS: I think Dr Cee has the hots for you.

Dr Kantgettenuff Responds

Dear Dr Boatin,

| spokewith AW’s Conservation John Gangemi
regardingyour institution. John, wholivesin Big
Fork, Montana, says he is quite familiar with the
MISFITSand he holdsthemin the highest regard.
John went on to say that he has absolutely no
firsthand knowledge of the CLAP.

Atany rate, | am giving your offer of employ-
ment serious consideration and look forward to
visiting your facility in Montana soon. In the
meantime, can you mail meapictureof Dr P. Cee
ASAP (Shedoesn't have any firsthand knowledge
o the CLAP, does she?)

Sincerely,
Dr. Juste Kantgettenuff
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——— kayak school

Nestled on a bend of the California Salmon River
between the Marble Mountains and the Trinity Alps
in Northern California, you will find kayak paradise.

Our amenities are unmatched. Deluxe lodging;
gourmet meals; hot tub; sauna; masseuse; moun-
tain bikes; warm rolling ponds and gorgeous rivers
for all levels-beginning to advanced. We provide
state of the art equipment. Our instructors are the
best you can find. We can tailor your week to be as
challenging (or relaxing) as you would like!

Adult & Kids Classes » Grand Canyon Trips

Bow 310, Forks of Salman, CA SE031
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. Bike Mounts
Boat Stackers

- Gear Baskets |
Custom Gizmos!

1. 304. 457. 5674

.0. Box 192 . Moatsville, West Virginia 26405

mohawkcanoes.com

Quality, performance & durability since 1964

SAVE 20% Factory Direct

20 Models in Royalex® & R84 Royalite
From $519.20
Flatwater & WW,Tandem or Solo

Don't settle for the canoe
onthe showroom floor
/t might not be right for you!

Order a custom canoe

iand have it delivered in about 1 week
700’s of choices - Over 100,000 sod

mohawkcanoescom

Lots of informationan:
Canoes, padding, accessories, comparisonsof
materialsand medels & much, much more

We accept .
Master Card & Visa

For expert advise on choosing a canoe, call:
M-F 8:30am - 4:30pmEST ___
4078343233 ‘_ =

For catalogs only call:

1-800-686-6429 {24hrs/7days)
Mohank Canoes - 963 CR 427 N - Longwood FI 32750
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MO MARD PARTS?

Ohiopyle, PA 15470
Ask for Toni

IDAHOSMIDDLE FORK & MAIN SALMON

~ 1-888-634-2600 wwaanfonsInccom

CANOE AND KAYAK
OUTHTTERS

DRY BAGS * PIDs ¢ INFLATABLES
* NEOPRENE CLOTHING
* CAR RACKS + ACCESSORIES

* FAMILY CAMPING
* RUGGED CLOTHING
& FOOTWEAR

NAME BRANDS AT

CALL FOR OUR iF.I-.I-. CATALDG
I1-{B00) 230-2151
Or Writeto Usat:

PO BOX 700-AWO,
SADDLE RIVER, NJ.

Custom squirt, surf &
whitewater kayaks
created as
individually as

xOU are

PS Composites, Inc.

2535 Roundtop Rd.
Middletown PA 17057

717-944-1752
www.customkayak.com
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~Theres uid
School...
there's New
School...

and then there s
is oo young for ¥
school ! *
Mike Mahers daughter, Sierra - ‘i

enjoys some quite time.

86™ Birthday
on the River

American Whitewater stalwart
Ted Acton celebrated his B&™
birthday last year paddling New
Hampshire's Pemigewasset River
with friends Bob Pugh and
former AW President Jim
Sindelar. Look for Ted this
winter on the slopes at the
Waterville Valley Ski area.
Come spring, he plans to be
back surfing the Pemi.
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kelly hiles

freestyle (fivestil)

1. in which can be
used 2 fresh. innovative ways
to including
combinations of /

3. which defies
conventional methods
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