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American Whitewater has dways been a lean mean macnine. I've
been around |ong enough to remember when the journal was published
on aschedule that was determined by how much caffeinethevolunteer
editor/layout man/ad salesman/board volunteer could physically en-
dure. Timeshavechanged. Thesedaysthevolunteer editors never have
to choose between getting the journal out on time and taking aday on
theriver. That's becausewe now pay staff to do the layout and ad sales.
Westill publish the best damn volunteer magazinein the world; we're
just not killing editors.

Our other staff professionals are doing
things that we used to do with volunteer
labor. John Gangemi istheworld's foremost
expert on FERC relicensing, which means
that every possiblehydro daminthiscountry
will eventually producewhitewater aswell as
electricity. Jason Robertson has becomethe
point manfor hundredsd river accessissues
andishandling everything that gets thrown

| Ploy Before You Fay

So you've seen the latest kayaks, canoes, and playboats. Youve read the reviews,
studied the specs, and eyed the edges. But what you really want is to get your feet
wet. At NOC, our paddling professionals understand this need to try before you buy,
which is why our Wesser Outfitter's Store has an unbelievable stock of demo boats.
Stop by our store, and we'll be happy for you to take a few out for a test-paddle.

e > moamer = =

And when you buy a new boat from NOC, you'll also get a free one-year member-
ship to American Whitewater, including six issues of this magazine. That's a $25
value! So you can paddle a brand new boat and help protect America’s rivers, all at
the same time. (Sorry, but this offer does not include used or sale boats. New
memberships only.)

athim. KevinColburnhasjumped rightinas
our eastern river advocate, sharing the load
with John and Jason. Mike Phelan has de-
signed and implemented an events program
that covers the country with festivals and
rodeos that support our missionand provide
our members with a forum for publicizing
important river-related issues. Our new Ex-
ecutive Director RisaShimoda hastaken the

et AAattes om ffie Wove
bebund the NOC store.

Three Restaurants ¢ Outfitter's Store & Mail Order * Ropes Course
Mountain Bike Rentals ® Whitewater Rafting on 6 Southeastern Rivers

(8o00) 232- 7238 * wwm.rnoc.cona
Nontatala Rirer

30 Years of Outdoor Adventure LOCOf e d
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® Forum

reinsdf thisteam of workhorses and islead-
ing by example, virtually living in the Silver
Spring office.

| have alwaysbeen amazed at the caliber
o people who want to work for American
Whitewater. Wecan't even beginto compete
with other employers in terms of salary and
benefits, yet we get these people to put in
incredible hours and effort with nothing to
look forward to but more of the same. | see
our Access Guru, Jason Robertson, on the
river wearing a pair of river bootiesthat are
more hole than neoprene. We keep promis-
ing our employees that thingswill get better.
But then we need to hire someonetotake on
anew burden, sowe ask John and Jason and
Kevin to continue to scrimp and save for a
little longer. So if you ever see one of them
standing besidethehighway withtheirthumb
out, please pick them up.

| don't think that AW will ever become a
cushy placetowork. | just spenttwo months
workingonthebudget for thisyear with Risa.
In one column is what it costs to pay our
expenses, and in the other is our revenue.
Over half o our revenue comes from the
members through dues and contributions.
We ask for and receive substantial support
from paddling businesses, and charitable
foundations. And our events make us some

money. But in the end we have to makethe
one column match the other. That is realy
hard. We know what it coststo pay all of our
employees. We know what the office costs
are. Ashard aswelook wecan't seeany more
places to cut costs and keep on doing the
important work that we do. The only way to
match columnsisto adjust revenues.

If you are reading thisyou are probably a
member. Now | am comingtoyoufor alittle
help. I'm not asking much, and | know that
you can do this: Keep on being a member,
despitethe duesincrease. Not so hard. And
when yousend inyour renewal, tack onafew
dollarstoshow your appreciationfor what we
do. And start nagging your boating friendsto
renew their memberships. You know who
they are- the ones that always snatch your
Journal when they visit; or the buddy that's
let AW slip away in hisor her busy life.

Becausewhen | go to paddle a river that
has water in it because d AW’s hard work,
and see al the thousands of boaters that
show uptotakeadvantage of the opportunity
to paddle, | just know that they can't al be
members. If they were, we'd beableto match
those columnsin the budget.

Thesolutionissimple. If you're aboater,
you gotta belong to AW.

For all the successesthat we've had with

our programs, we deserve to see a corre-
sponding jump in our membership. Instead,
our membership has been relatively stag-
nant for severa years.

That meansalot o boaters are freeload-
ing when they paddie rivers that are flowing
and accessible because of the work that AW
does. Youall know the ones | mean! .

Do all the boatersat the Tallulah belong
toAW?I think not! I'm surethat many o the
boatersthat paddle the Upper Yough weren't
even born when American Whitewater nego-
tiated releases there.

This year, thanks to AW, there will be
releases on a new river in California, the
North Fork Feather. I'll bethere asking the
boaters that show up to join and support the
organization that made that possible.

Let's remind paddlers everywhere what
AW hasdonefor them and tell them that the
freerideisover.

| amredlly hoping that thisistheyear that
we can go ahead with the plans we've made
but were too poor to implement. A lot of
whitewater riversarestill under siegeandwe
may lose access opportunities forever if we
are not on our toes and ready to fight. We
need more resources to get the job done. It
isabigjob, andif AW doesn't doit, nooneelse
will.

The Outfitters Shap
with aver 80 boats
in stock by Dagger,
Perception, Mecky,

Riot,; Pyranha and

Ciasses for all
ieveis from
April through
October

i i Deeribedo Kiver

ROl S 2-T4RA

ew EncLAND'Ss COMPLETE
WHITEWATER SOURCE!

HMad River

= tough PVC coated nylon
* reinforced seams inside & out
=+ easy handling & maneuverable

Affordableriverboats
_for commercialor

—private use

L www.st
ERE e T

Charleawand, Massichiiscis

WA, PP W T

arinflatat
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- How to Modify a Sabre = |

All you need to turn a Sabre,into The hottest plastic play Ll
in the world! With action fdbtage and PuUlzageous
HI-FI stereo49 Min. (Appliesto most plastic boat#l

To get your copy, in VHS, send a check or money order
for $19.95each, plus, $4.00 shipping and handling to:

2 ' SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
2.{'; 12011 Stuart Ridge Drive, Herndon, VA 20170
: (703) 707-9882
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“Madawaska Kanu Centre

Since 1972, MKC offers highly personal
instruction from Beginner to Expert in

Kayaking and Open Canoeing. Located on .
the Madawaska River, we provide all the 355 River Road Conf luence, PA 15424 800/261-6991

comforts of a vacation resort. And better Visit-our Wi Ot e vWW. Riversportonline. com
yet, our Rivers are clean, warm and

uncrowded. Weekend and 5-Day Courses. “Talkm abOUt GOOd Tmes & Great

: | = Instructional Facility with camping located on the
irnner Winter i Youghiogheny River
613.756.3620  613.594.5268 « Progressive Kids Kamps Programs
- = Professional Rodeo Clinics featuring Erica Mitchell &
WWW.owl-mke.ca

Jimmy Blakney

# River Rescue Clinics

# Slalom Clinics

#» Small classes with Certified ACA &American Red Cross
Instructors

« Women's Adventure Programs
Parent & Child Family Paddling Week

. PR () --w*m”_
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Boars and gear
have cohne a lorng
nasy 20 mears...

Join us in 2002 as we celebrate our 30th Anniversary!

Whitewarer School

You'll thrive in 1- to 14-day courses with the industry's top instructors. Our legendary
whitewater program offers intensive instruction for novice to advanced paddlers. Stay in
comfortable cabin lodging, eat delicious meals, and get a discount at our famous
Outfitter's Store... it's paddling heaven! Here's a sampling of our 2002 schedule:

Rapid Progressions™: Learn to Paddle, Guaranteed
Steep Creek Technique
Ocoee Advanced Playboating

Kids' Week BhUtan
Chile—the most comfortable trips to this famous destination! NE pa |

sz?l‘"ﬂ- Cﬂ?‘h(ﬂ CREIE |

(W — ] ]
Call the paddling experts in Mail Order for a free catalog or shop online. Check out our h‘ EW iE a Ea HU

new website for the latest boats and gear, outfitting and repair tips, gear selection M E i C 'D'
advice, gift certificates, and special sales. KI

Remember, AWA members get a 10% discount (excluding boats, bikes, and sale items)
from NOC Retail.

ExcellentAdventures.net

2002 3 Restaurants ® Outfitter's Store & Mail Order
Mountain Bike Rentals ® Ropes Course

’ ; Whitewater Rafting on 6 Southeastern Rivers
MNantahala

Sl (s00) 232-7238

30 Years of Dutdaor Advesture PV VO C.CO N
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Corner Cha I"C "‘;

You' got your water park. And then you' got your waterpark... It
is an oft-used term these days. The word connotes more as the
months pass. new and seasoned paddiers alike indicate interest in
access to convenient paddling venues. 'Convenience' and paddling
seemed at onetime likeoxymoronicconcepts, and they areno longer:
paddlers today rarely head out for a weekend in search o water
knowing they might not find any at all.

We aready take for granted our being
able to quickly review gauge readings and
planned precipitation beforewe head out the
door... and are now hungry for more conve-
nience. Having a predictable flow onariver
near one's home or work during a lunch
break, after class, intheevening...is agreat
concept. Pursuing afitnessroutinein one's
boat instead of inside agym...would be ter-
rific. Having a safe, easily accessible 'park’
thatMom candropaff and pickupJunior...is,
too, an awesome idedl.

On a parallel course, communities and
urban planners have by now al seen models
o successful greenway developments, plans
for others. Greenways, funded by bonds or
state lotteries, augmented by community
fund-raising activities, have blossomed in
Denver, Asheville, Chattanoogaand Durango.
Asaresult, therearedozensof waterparksin
place and planned around the country, of
which whitewater venues are a major fea
ture.

American Whitewater's mission, and
therefore our programs, support the safe
enjoyment of whitewater. We also do not
endorse modifying a river from its natural
state, whether blasting it to facilitate trans-
portation or moving rocks to make it easier

to perform showy blunts. Flat out do not
endorse. The issue of modification, how-
ever, isabit gray, sowe'd like to define the
gray inwhich we play...

Many urban whitewater rivers are life-
less, due to poor water quality, burned out
industrial development, or their unattended
shorelines that block public access. Others
have been 'modified’ and encumbered by
dams and bridge pilings, perhaps no longer
o use, or road construction that haslowered
tons o riprap down the banks to the shore
and into thewater. Riverslike this deserve
attention.

Modifications can restore some health
back to theriver. If recreational opportuni-
ties spring from the modswe are all over it.
In fact, providing urban whitewater can cre-
ate greater awareness o the value of our
scarce resources than can the pleasure of a
few on awilderness run (notethat | am not
comparing the value o the run, just the
potentialvolume of awareness thanwemight
yield). From urban play can spring signifi-
cantly increased river advocacy. You'll see
and hear that we are strong supporters of
relicensing mods like on the North Fork
Feather below Oroville Dam, or on the
Contoocook wherewe'reworking to decom-

-

S

mission a dam, restore some health to the
river, facilitating some enhanced play inthe
meantime!

As modifications for recreation only are
planned, we hope that smart civic planners
will think past next year's rodeo. Upstream
and downstream features will be affected by
streambed changes. Water temperature will
be affected by concentrated new activity in
one particular area. An altered riverbed can
sustainand support change more easily than
shoreline change: shoreline health may be
affected by high levels of traffic.

If youareinvolved inawaterpark project,
wed like to link your website or contact
information through a pass-through on our
site. Keep dialog going. Share information
about the river planning with others. Little
information isknown and disseminated about
the maintenance that altered rivers require
(Littlewonder: thisisthelesssexy part of the
process).

If you want to move rocks to be able to
create an event for T.V. and are not particu-
larly interested in the impact on the stream
twenty years hence, please rethink either
your motivation or the potential impact that
you can effect. If you can see awin for the
river by which we get to both play and teach
others how to carefor aresource, you'll bea
partd onedf the next significant movements
in thissport.

Our 'boss' is the health o the flow and
accessto our whitewater rivers. In parallel,
American Whitewaterworksforyouandyour
ability to enjoy them. What doyou think the
best role for AW is relative to waterpark
proliferation?

Risa Shimoda
Executive Director
American Whitewater
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_| For the last four years
2| we have worked on I Evervthing vou need to

videos so extreme

stores refused to carry I {|U "'."bh]t[.‘“ ater 11”]“

them.. untit now.

DO New & Used Boat Packages
The best nf the hEEt | Kayaks ® Rafts ® Catarafts ® Accessories

i sl e . gl e, ol
AT Wl St

—_— e i Featuring the complete series of
something naughty - = HYSIDE
Ehﬂ':h “u-l EI!EII_'E_“EI . wEIEERAFER [EFRATABILY
Whoe's Your Daddy? -
Not available in stores

530.642.1669 ® www.chilibarnet
E-malil: info@chilibar.net

Its tough to quantify the
performance of a boat. You
can't gauge it with numbers

and graphs. Its the feeling

of control and manueverability
you have when you're on the
river. Its something you just know.

IRE inflatables give you that gut-
fewefsatisfaction. Our hoats are designed
%3 seree U high performance that puts
3 ymilg ma your face and offer bomb-proof
darabibey 18 kesp you smiling for years to come.

PO. Box 3uf2-Al = Baise. 1D 83103
Phone 208 3441506 = Fax 800 101 ATRE
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mmmmm e meeung YOU mentioned. e = | TR J T —
In the eaﬂy 905, | droveto Chaﬂeston to h|k|ng. Needle$ to Say we Spent .a |0t d ...tTMl_)’ t’.‘)é‘ ba'lw
try and reopen Valey Fals State Park to money in Colorado, not to mention the | viver trip I've ever bees

paddlers. Sincethe park Superintendent was ~ costdf airfaretogetthere. | alsotook some | on. You two are
called away to handlean emergency, hecould ~ advanced kayaking lessons while | was
not make this meeting. The staff of West there. During one of thelessons, | had to

extraordinary and

Virginia's Department of Tourism did make ~bail from the boat and go ashore. To my create:a wonderful
the meeting, and if you ever visit the Tourism absolute amazement and shock, | was atmosphere for your
office you can't missthewall size mural of a | greeted by heckling and harassment by guests.”

boater running one of the big drops on the | Someone who represented themselves as —Carol Moore

Upper Blackwater. The meeting took place thellland owner, who, in short was asking
right there in the reception area, as | ex- | Me"justwhatdid | think that | wasdoing
plained the disconnect between promoting | Py stepping ashore on his land.” What |
whitewater tourismandclosing rivers. While | Was trying to do was save myself from
the round-trip drivewasabout six hours, the | drowning and being battered to death! |
meeting lasted 15 minutes. It was probably | couldn't believe what | was hearing nor
the quickest meeting | ever attended. After'| | the behavior | was witnessing. This guy
left, Tourism got together with the Park Su- | could have cared lessif | had drowned.

perintendent and they agreed to keep Valey I'm notakid. I'm a50year old mature
Fallsopen aslongaspaddiersagreedtofollow | @d responsible adult that has enjoyed
the restrictions described in thearticle. water sports all of his life. I've lived in

Tourisrnl economic and ruraj develop_ -Florida a” my ||fe The beha\/ior | W|t'
ment, and great resources remain key | Inessed that day by another 50 year old
buzzwords for agencies in charge of rivers. | matureand responsible adult was sicken-
When access effortsare successful (aswith | ing, for I truly believe that had | been
Valey Fallsand Great Fallson the Potomac), | injured in my spill this guy would have
they provide positive examples for opening | been of no assistance. It was me, him, my
other areas. Since there are hig efforts to | 2uide and the wilderness - and my guide
open nearby Ohiopyle Fallsand gain sched- | was &long way down river. | believe this
uled releaseson the Savage River, itisimpor- | ®wner would have et me die to make his
tant that paddlerscontinueto recognizetheir | Point. It is a shameful reflection on the

apparent hatred between the owners and
See you on the river, rafters inthestate of Colorado, aguy that
Rich Bowers was avisitor to the state vacationing, had
Former AW Executive Director hecome a pawn, and near casudlty, in this :
olorado river dispute. L
Let me ask you, what do you think | December-Manch
think about the peopled Coloradoandthe Cauiding in Ecuador since 1995

laws of Colorado, and when do you think

ne and my family will return? = Contact Mary & Phil DeRiemer |

info@adventurekayaking.com
www.adventurekayaking.com

John Bowman p el L)
AW Member 530.295.0830
Florida - .
JteRiemer
wodventure _
“ayaking
. yrETE
= —1
-

_ _ —
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Guidelines for Contributors

Please read thiscarefullybefore sending us your
articles and photos! Thisisavolunteer publication,
please cooperate and help us out. Do not send us
your material without a release - signed by all
authors and photographers (etiached)!!!

If possible, articles should be submitted on a
3-112-inchcomputer disk. (Microsoft Word if pos-

sble _ ters 3CEPR0 Please do ot alter Hhe
margins or spacing parameters; msa the standard
Wﬁ%ﬁ-prmteﬁmaﬁart:cle-

submITThelT artic) SSRTBbd Al ek bBTBTE oA 8™

Photos may be submitted as dlides, black or
white prints, or color prints or electronic, digital
photos, 300 dpi tiffs or high res jpegs minimum
3"x5.” Kegpyour originasand send us duplicates if
possible; we cannot guarantee the safe return o
your pictures. If you want us to return your pic-
tures, include a self-addressed stamped envelope

hoating. Pleasedo not submit articles pertaining
to sea kayaking or flat water.

If you are writing about a commonly paddled
river, your story should be told from a unique
per%)ectlve. Articles about difficult, infrequently
paddled, or exotic rivers are given special consid-
eration. But wearealso interested in well written,
unusua articles pertaining T Class Il and IV
rivers as well. Feature stories do not have to be
aboutaspecific river. Articles about paddling tech-
niques, theriver environment and river personali-
ties are also accepted. Pieces that incorporate

iadly welcome. Open boating and
Bupor ghahesally welcome. Gpen bodting

Profanity should be used only when it iSabso- |
lutely necessary to effectively tell astory; it isnot
our intent to offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individuals, government agen-
cies, and corporationsinvolved in river accessand
environmental matters. Yau are legaly respon-
siblefortheaccuracyofsuchmaterial. Make sure
names are spelled correctly and river gradients
and distances are correctly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion o the
editorstofit our format, length, and style. Expect
toseechangesinyour article. Ifyou don't want us
toedityourarticle, don't sendit tod Becaused
our deadlines you will not be able to review the

F_ditc_)rid changeswe make prior to pub-
ication.

with your submission. The better the photos the
better the reproduction.

American Whitewater feature articles |
should relate to some aspect o whitewater ~ ;

AmericanWhitewater isnonprofit; the
editors and contributors to American
Whitewater are not reimbursed. On rare

occasions, by prearrangement, professional
writers receiveasmall honorarium when they
submit stories at our request. Generaly, our
contributors do not expect payment, since most
are membersd AW, which isavolunteer conser-
vation and safety organization.

ol B e B e o e e o e e e e B e e BB e e e e e B e e B BB B B B B B B B e B e e e e B B e e B R B R

Release For Publication

| hereby release my work (literary, graphic or photographic) for publica-

tion in American Whitewater magazine.

| ||Pqia(5:tand that Eh? QQDIEH of _AmeYic;
including my contribution, will bearchived

web site.

| understand that my work may be edited or cropped at the editors

discretion.

agency in thiswork.

date in an American Whitewater publication.

| promisethat this material has not been and will not soon be published
another magazine or publication and the rights to this material are —

clear and unrestricted.

| understand that once this material is printed in American Whitewater

| understand that | will not be paid for my work.

| accept responsibility for theaccuracy of theinformationincluded in
wbm?)ssigﬁ?(l) haventgt libeledor slaar%ered any individual, corporationnc;};

| understand that all or some of my work may be reprinted at somefuture

S1gnea e . _ _ _—__ @ )|

Date

and graphic artist(s).

— —— e —

This release MUsE hesigned by & the contributing author(s), photographer(s)

= —— —— —

it may bereprinted or reproduced inother publicationsif | wish, providing  Send your material to Bob Gedekoh, 8245 Mentor Road, Elizabeth, PA. 15037.

I notify them that it has already appear

inAmerican Whitewater.

Yau iver forever..

..y planningagift for =
Ameican’

Your gift can:

B Secure permanent access o riversfor generations @ come

M Protect and/or restore an endangered whitewater river

Promote whitewater safety

M Support the world's leading whitewater organization

Will
bequests
stocks

real estate
B insurance

trusts

Please use regular first class postage.... Not certified mail.

Pleaze direct Inguiries 1o Ken Mansford, attorney and CPA, 970-963-6800,

o by g-rrai] ol ransiosd@can. ned.
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American Whitewater

Our mission is to conserve and restore
America's whitewater resources and to enhance
opportunities to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater W is a national
organization with a membership consisting of
thousands of individual whitewater boating
enthusiasts, and more than 100 lecal paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION: AW maintains a complete
national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
threats to those rivers, publishesinformation on
river conservation, provides technical advice to
local groups, works with government agencies
and other river users, and-- when necessary--
takes legal action to prevent river abuse.

American Whitewater
Journal Stafl

Se

= PuUrpo
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Bob Gedekoh, 8245 Mentor Road, Elizabeth, PA. 15037
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of
American Whitewater are those of the individual
authors. They do not necessarily representthose of the
Directors of American Whitewater or the editors of this
publication.

On occasion American Whitewater publishes official
organizational policy statements drafted and approved
by the Board of Directors. These policy statements will

be clearly identified.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant to theguidelines pub-
lished initsofficial AccessPolicy, AW arrangesfor
river access through private lands by negotiation
or purchase, seeks to protect the right of public
passage on al rivers and streams navigable by
kayak or canoe, resistsunjustified restrictions on
government managed whitewater riversand works
with government agenciesand other river usersto
achieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, and by other means, Ameri-
can Whitewater, ( AW) provides information and
educationaboutwhitewater rivers, boatingsafety,
technique and equipment.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, pub-
lishes reports on whitewater accidents, maintains
auniform national ranking systemfor whitewater

¥ Directors , Officers & Staff Fi %%

rivers (thelnternational Scale of Whitewater Dif-
ficulty) and publishesand disseminates the inter-
nationally recognized AW Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AW organizes sporting events, con-
testsand festivals toraisefundsfor river conserva-
tion, including the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in
Tennessee, the Gauley River Festival in West Vir-
ginia (thelargest gathering of whitewater boaters
inthenation),and the Deerfield Festival in Massa-
chusetts.

AWwas incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation lawsin 1961and maintainsits princi-
pal mailing addressat 1430 Fenwick Lane. Silver
Spring, MD 20910 (301) 589-9453. AW is tax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.
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@ Conservation
Whitewater Flow Studies Planned for 2002

American Whitewater is currently developing a number of whitewater flow studieson rivers across
thecountry impacted by hydropower operations. Thesestudiesare part of thefiveyear relicense process
required for utilities to get a new operating license. Licenses are issued for terms of 30 to 50 years.
Developing an annual schedul e of whitewater releases iscritical to ensure whitewater opportunities for
the life o the new license. American Whitewater works closely with the utility and resource agencies
in the study design and execution. Depending on logistics and whitewater difficulty, participation is
usually limited toasmall number o paddlers. Participantsintheflow studiesareusually local paddlers
that haveworked hard in the relicense proceeding. By reducing thegroup size during the flow study we
are better able to implement a strong safety plan. This precautionary measure is necessary since any
accidents during awhitewater flow study would likely resultin a prohibition of whitewater releases for
the life d thelicense.

Pit River

CA 2 Class|V
Stanislaus Riv lassV
San Joaguin River CA 5 ClassIlI-V
Kern River A 1 lass I
Klamath River OR 2 Class|V-V
Clackamas River OR 1 ClassVv
West Branch Penobscot ME 2 ClassIII-V
Hoosic River NY 1 ClassV

Can You SEII lﬁw?

On October 19, 2001 the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
revoked the preliminary permitfor the Boundary Creek Water Power
Project on Boundary Creek in Idaho. Thisisahugevictory for the
paddling and environmental communities. Boundary Creek is a
premiere creek run that also provides critical habitat for bull trout,
west slope cutthroat trout, red-band rainbow, harlequin ducks,
grizzly bear, wolf and mountain caribou. American Whitewater has
been battling this permit since it wasfirst proposed.

FERC granted the preliminary permit in 2000. The preliminary
permit grants the hydro devel oper exclusive rightstofile an applica-
tion for a hydropower license on Boundary Creek. The FERC issues
preliminary permits for a period o three years. During the prelimi-
nary permit phase, the permit holder conductsstudiesto determine
the economic and engineering feasibility of constructing a hydro-
power facility on Boundary Creek. The permit doesnot allow themto
begin construction of the hydropower facility. The permit holder is
required to submit reports every six monthsto the FERC describing
progress on the engineering, environmental and economic studies.
Continental Lands, the applicant for the Boundary Creek project,
failed to submit progress reports in a timely fashion to the FERC
thereby losing their permit.

The Boundary Creek hydro project would requiredivertingwater
from asignificant length of the kayak run. Thisloss of water would
greatly impact wildlife habitat and shorten if not eliminate kayaking
opportunities. Boundary Creek isthequintessential creek run: Aten-
mile paddle with gradients fluctuating between 250 to 375 feet per
mile. It's described as a single rapid ten miles long. For more
information about Boundary Creek visit thestreamkeeper on Ameri-
can Whitewater's website http:/www.americanwhitewater.org/riv-
ers/id/4217.

= Piilary Ciesh & sdilie 7

%- Photo John Gan%emi.
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"Hoosic River,

New York

American Whitewater hasen-
tered intosettlement discussions
with Erie Boulevard Hydro-
power, formerly Niagara
Mohawk, regarding an annual
schedule of whitewater flowson
the Hoosic River below the
utility's Schaghticoke Dam in
New York. Schaghticokedamis
located just 10 miles upstream
from Albany,NY. Project opera-
tions divert water around this
steep section of the Hoosic. For
a birsdseyeview d the gradient
and drops in this bypass reach
visit httpd/www.geocities.com/
brabetz13/index.html. Ameri-
can Whitewater anticipates
wrapping up settlement talksin
the spring of 2002. Outcomes
will be posted on the website at
www.americanwhitewater.org.

Big Creek No. 4
Hydropower
Project,

San Joaquin
River, California

On December 19, 2001
American Whitewater met with
theFERC, the U.S. National For-
est, state agenciesand Southern
CaliforniaEdison (SCE)totry to
reach agreement on conflicting
recommendationsfor anannual
whitewater flow schedulein the
Horseshoe Bend Reach of the
San Joaguin River, California.
SCE hasapplied foranew hydro-
power license. FERC, the USFS
and American Whitewater each
proposed different recommen-
dations based on respective in-
terpretations o hydrologic and
fisheries data. The parties have
entered into a two-month col-
laborative process to attempt to
ironout differences and develop
an adaptive management plan
for implementation  of
whitewater releases. The adap-
tive plan will likely include de-
tailed biological monitoring of
whitewater flows once the li-
cense isissued.
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New Dams proposed for the Dolores River, Colorado

The Dolores Water Conservancy District recently unveiled a pro-
posal toconstruct two new damsin the upper basin. The primary goal
of these damswould be to maintain the current water right alloca
tions for agriculture from McPhee reservoir and, ironically, store
water to provide a more reliable water release for the nonnative
recreational fishery that existsasa result of construction of McPhee
dam. Thisadditional storage in the two new reservoirs will thereby
eliminate unnecessary 'spill." From an ecological perspective these
spill events are all that remains o the annual high spring flows

providing critical ecosystem benefits for native riparian wildlifeand

vegetation aswell aswhitewater recreational opportunities.

The Dolores is a unique Western whitewater run which can be
enjoyed as a great multi-day trip descending from the evergreen
forests o the high country to the desert canyons o the southwest.
While there is excellent public access to the run, construction of

McPhee Reservoir in the mid 1980s for agricultural water storage §

virtually eliminated whitewater boating opportunities except in wet
years on this once popular whitewater river. The proposa by the
Dolores Water Conservancy District for two additional dams will

likely eliminate whitewater opportunities in wet water yearsaswell. ¥

The Dolores River Action Group (DRAG) hasformed asavoicefor
those who see the value in downstream flows, and in particular the
peak flowsassociated with spring snow melt. Thiswater isnot "lost"
water but providesadirect benefit to peoplewhousetheriver andthe
native biota. DRAG supportsincentive programs that would encour-
age improvements in irrigation hardware and timing of water appli-
cation. This increased efficiency could produce water savings that
would provide a direct benefit to the river.

Gear®
NEW Kayak «vvvuuurrrnsssrrnsssrsnsssrsnnssnsnnns $900.00
Kayak Gear. .....covevivveiiinerniieneiinenennes $1,200.00
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In more positive news, PacifiCorp recently charted an
entirely new courseintherelicensing of the Bigfork Hydrix-
power project on the Swan River, Montana. Amefican
Whitewater and PacifiCorp have been diametrically opposei
on recreation mitigation at this hydropower project Sincs
1997 (for background see American Whitewater's Top 11
Conservation Issues, September/October 2001). In Novem
ber, 2001 PacifiCorp and American Whitewater along witkh
other stakeholders initiated settlement discussions to re-
solve outstanding issues in the relicense proceeding. Ima
short time PacifiCorp and American Whitewater reachd
agreement on public access to the Swan River, recreati onal
facility improvements and easements on non-project lanils.
We continue to work on a plan for weeknight flow releases
inthesummer. The parties plan to submit the Recreatiim
Management Plan to FERCfor inclusionin the new license.
This collaborative effort is a refreshing change in the riar
mally conflict ridden relicensing arena.

Present chainlink fence makes it difficult for
kayakers to access the Swan River.
Photo John Gangemi.

Housatonic River,
Northeast Generation, operator o the Fals Village and Hull=
Bridge hydropower projects on the Housatonic River, recemily

contacted American Whitewater as required by FERC’s order 1e |-
gather input on minimum acceptable and optimum flowsfor Faaf- |
ing inthe FallsVillage bypass, the Falls Village reach and the Hulls |~
Bridge bypass. American Whitewater is collaborating with TocaT |
paddling groups on the Housatonic to develop appropriateﬂ_

recommendations for the respective reaches. ContactJohn Gangein:

Record Year at Tallulah'

Thefall of 2001 marked thefourth year of theworst drought in

i over 100 years for the Southeast. Along with thisdrought came 70

degree sunny fall days that encouraged a record number of boaters
(409 runsin one day) to enjoy the dam releases on North Georgia's
Tallulah River. American Whitewater negotiated the releases afew
years ago and now works closely with Georgia Power and Georgia
Department of Natural Resources to make sure they are a success
each year. There is a possibility that Georgia Power will agree to
provide additional releases each year as long as the ecological and
DNR staffing impacts remain minimal. In a meeting held with AW,
DNR and Georgia Power last fall, several concernswere voiced that
you as Tallulah boaters need to help usaddress if we areto get more
releases and continue the ones we currently have.

e Trillium trampling: Impacts on the endangered species o
trillium was not overwhelming in 2001, but was significant.
Boaters (and their boats) need to stay onthewooden stairsthe
wholeway to the river, and shoul d stay on bedrock asmuch as
possible whileinthe gorge. Well be modifying the base of the
stairsto help aleviate the problem there.

e Volunteerism: Tallulah isfull of good energy and appreciative
boaters. Boaters must continue their volunteer efforts for
Tallulahreleasesto continue. Call or e-mail Kevin Colburnas
soonas possibleand offer tovol unteer for slots of time, and yes,
thereis plenty of timeto boat and volunteer on any given day.

¢ Respecting park rules: Thefolks at DNR have doneagreat job
of adaptingtoour quirky needs by doingthingslikeopeningthe
boater camping lotand by trusting uswith their beautiful park.
Please let the rangers know when you have problems or ques-
tions, and respect the property of the park.

All of usat AW would also like to express our warmest thanksto

Sherry Olson, the volunteer queen of Tallulah. Sherry and her
husband Ardiewill be missed this year at Tallulah as they hike the

Pacific Crest Trail.
Western North Carolina Relicensings Roll On:
One step at atime, American Whitewater is car-
S yingyour boat upametaphorical river. Ittakes
g - us5yearstoget it tothe put-in, but then you
a4 get to paddlefor 30 to 50 years. This process,
- known as dam relicensing, may be painfully
R _ dow towatchfromtheoutside, but down here
- § in the Southeastern Office we are excitedly
- —#&# = working through the many issues and meet-
ings. Thefollowing isa brief update of where
the negotiations currently stand:

e Cheoah: The preliminary draft environmental assessment is
currently being prepared andthevariousgroupsare discussing
possible resolutions to competing interests. The next 6-12
monthswill befilled with intense negotiations and dataanaly-
sis as the various stakeholders try to come together in a
settlement agreement.

¢ Tuckaseegee: Flowstudieswerecompletedin 2001 ontheWest
Fork and Main Stem of the Tuck, and the East Fork will be
studied in 2002. American Whitewater is working with the
other stakeholders to design a better system for flow forecast-
ing, reportingonthe Main stem of the Tuck, and will continue
to advocate for flowsin the West Fork.

« Nantahala: The FlowstudiesaredoneontheNantahalaandthe
monthly stakeholder meetingsarerollingaong. Weareinthe
brainstorming part o the process, and are actively sharing our
interests with other stakeholders.

if you would like to provide input on these flﬁ

jgangemi @digisys.net.

American Whitewater v March « April 2002
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This past fall, Pacific Gasand Electric (PG&E) filed a bankruptcy
reorganization planinfederal court. PG&E, avictimdf theCalifornia
deregulation plan and ironically an author of that same plan, filed
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in April 2001. PG&E'’s proposa calls for
transferring the state-regulated hydropower assets to unregulated
affiliate companies. Thisreorganization plan is markedly similar to
a restructuring plan filed before the California state legislature in
1999 andthe California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)in 2000.
The CPUC Environmental Impact Report concluded that PG&E’s
plan would result in 49 significant adverse impacts, including im-
pactstowater quality, threatened and endangered speciesand recre-
ational opportunities. Further underscoring their intent to move
forward with the reorganization plan, PG&E recently filed a request
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to transfer the
ownership o 26 hydroelectric project licensesto individual Limited
Liability Companies (LLC).

From astate perspective, therestructuring plan defiesastate law
passed last year that prohibits the transfer of any utility generating
assets until 2006. PG&E’s restructuring plan aso conflicts with
many other California regulations, including rulesthat require PUC
approval of any substantial utility property salesentitling rate payers
toshareinthe profitswhen utility property issold. PG&E claimsthe

DAI

 AMERICAN WHITEWATER INITIATES ITS FIRST
DAM REMOVAL PII[HIEI:T IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

restructuring plan proposed in federal bankruptcy court is lega
because federal bankruptcy law overrides state law.

PG&E owns the nation's largest private hydropower system,
including 250 dams and diversions, 99 reservoirs, and 68 power-
houses. Thesystem altersthestreamflow of over 16 major California
riversdrainingthe Cascades, Sierra, and Coast Ranges. Alsoincluded
in the system are over 140,000 acres of wildlands many of which
border classic whitewater runs. The massive collection of plumbing
provides 5-10% d the state's power supply, but has decimated river
habitat and fish populations.

From the paddling community's perspective, PG&E's proposal
does not bode well for Californiawhitewater. State oversight of the
utility provides necessary environmental regulations to help ensure
adequate flowsin rivers. Many of PG&E’s lands currently regul ated
by the CPUC serve asthe only publicaccess to rivers downstream of
the damsthat impair navigation. Furthermore, transferring owner-
ship of hydropower projects will likely make it more difficult to
restore river corridors using a watershed approach where multiple
hydropower projects exist. American Whitewater, led by the Cdlifor-
nia Hydropower Reform Coalition, is a party to the bankruptcy
proceeding.

BUSTERS!!

Back photo: West Henniker
Dam at low water. Left:
Looking upstream towards
"Freight Train." Photos by
Tom Christopher.

By Tom Christopher

Over the past several months American
Whitewater and New England FLOW have
been workingtogether with the New Hamp-
shire Department of Environmental Ser-
vicesto remove adeadly dam located onthe
Contoocook River in Henniker, Newv Hamp-
shire. The"Took" isoned New Hampshire's
larger rivers and can provide some o the
best "big-water" boating during the spring
because it holds itswater much later in the
season than many of the smaller flashy
streamsthroughout the state. An extremely
popular seasonal six-milerun, whentheriver
isup, itisnot unusual tofind crowdsaslarge
as the mid-summer releases on the Massa:
chusetts Deerfield River. The Contoocook
consistently provides Class ITT and IV boat-
ing at various levels and at higher levels
rapids like "S-Turn" and "Freight Train"
require significant experience and well-de-
fined boating skills.

For anumber of years parking at the put-
in and access at the take-out have been
problematic, with boaters' vehicles restrict-
ing trafficalong Western Avenue. Sincethe
road parallels the river most of the way,
photographers, sight-seers, and friends of-
ten follow boaters during their trips down
the river, causing traffic to dow, and in-
creasing the potential for serious accidents
along thewinding, narrow road. In the past,

American Whitewater v March ¢ April 2002
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carshavebeen ticketed by local policeforillega parkingor obstruct-
ing traffic, causing some animosity between boaters and town
officials.

Asaresult of this project, al o this has changed and the local
boating community through American Whitewater, New England
FLOW, and the Merrimack Valley Paddlers have joined with the
Town o Henniker and the NHDESto actually fund a portion o the
dam removal and construct a new take-out complete with a river-
side park andaparkinglot for boaters'vehicles. Overall, theexpected
financial contribution by the boaterstowardsthe completion of this
project will run between 15-20% of its total cost, and to date, local
fund-raising efforts and "in-kind" services by local boaters have
provided the mechanism for their participation.

Project History and Brownfield Issues

Thedamwasformerly owned by the Contoocook Valley Paper Co.
andislocated approximately 1.5 mileswest of thecenter o Henniker.
Thiscompositegravity damis18-feet high, 137-feetlong, consisting
of a poured concretecapand a spillway, and formsan impoundment
extending approximately 0.6 miles, with 8 surface acres. It is an
obsolete dam and does not provide any flood control functions.

The sitewas developed first asa gristmill and later converted to
apaper mill facility that operated fromthe1830suntil 1987 with the
current damconstructed in1936. An old canal, approximately 2,000
feet long, connects the impoundment to the former site d the mill
buildings, and discharges into the river about 300 feet from the
former mill site.

When the town took ownership of the property it removed the
former mill buildingin 1997, after the building had been cleared of
hazardous materials by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
inan emergency cleanup action. Somesoil contamination remains
onportionsdf thesite, butsincethe property iscurrently designated
astate Brownfield site, funding for cleanup will also be provided as
part of this project. Once the dam is removed it is expected to add
approximately 1/2 mile of rapidstotheend of therun after " Freight
Train."

The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
classified thisdam asalow menace structure duetoitsdeteriorated
condition, and since the Town acquired the dam when it took
possession dof the abandoned mill property for taxes, it then became
liable for the repair and upkeep of the dam. Upon a NHDES dam
safety inspectionin September 2000 thetownfell under astate order
to repair or remove the dam, dueto the deterioration of the struc-
ture.

River Restoration Opportunity

Thetown of Hennikerwould liketo eliminate their financial and
legal burdens associated with the dam ownership. By removing the
West Henniker Dam, it is committed to working with residents,
recreational interests, stateagenciesand othersto restore the river
to a healthy, free-flowing condition, and to develop the abandoned
mill property into a park with public access to theriver. The dam's
removal would restore about 10 miles of river to a freeflowing
conditionwith itsupstream sectionsand tributaries currently man-
aged for trout and periodically stocked with Atlantic salmon fry.

Both thetown and the recreational interestsview this project as
afantastic river restoration and community revitalization opportu-
nity. The proposed "take-out" for whitewater boaters would be
located ontheparcel of property associated withtheformer mill site.
Thisaccesspointwould alsoserveasa “put-in” for boaterswith lower
skill levels, easier rapids, and flatwater, which will increase recre-
ational boating onthe3mile lower river portion that flowsthrough
the heart of Henniker. These new recreational opportunities will
provide new tourism for Henmker and is expected to benefit local
merchantsand other services. The level of community interest and
support inthisproject makethissiteanideal |ocationforawhitewater
festival in comingyears.

Project Completion This Year

Project evaluation and ongoing studies started in August 2001
andareexpected to becompleted by early summer of thisyear and will
includean evaluation o the potential effects on historical resources.
Thiswill providean opportunity to preservethe uniquegranite block
construction o the old mill canal and will also take into consider-
ation, wetlands, which developed in the canal after the mill ceased
operations. It is expected to initiate removal o the dam during the
late summer or early autumn months o thisyear, with full comple-
tion scheduled by December 2002. During the removal process
American Whitewater and the state and local agencieswill explore
opportunitiesfor construction o arodeo “playhole” and other river
amenities that add boating value to this reach o the Contoocook
River.

A Unique Opportunity

Over the past several years much attention and notice has been
given to the resource values provided from the removal of obsolete
dams, particularly since the national publicity achieved by the re-
moval o the Edwards Dam on Maine's Kennebec River. Nearly two
yearsago, a public-private task force wasformed in New Hampshire
to identify and remove damswhich were old, unsafe, uneconomical,
and were a primary detriment to river resources. By eliminating
these structures the task force helps to remove hazards, improves
water quality, enhances fisheries, and provides whitewater boating
opportunitiesthroughout the state.

However, this is the first time in American Whitewater history
local membershiphastakenalead roleand actually committed funds
toalarge project with other partnersto provide diverse recreational
benefits, including whitewater boating. It isa serious commitment
which involvesthe help and participation of many AW members and
friendsfrom throughout the region who enjoy the seasonal runson
the Contoocook River. The completion of this project will establish
anumber of milestones, the most important of which istheelevation
of the boaters' stock with town and state officids as well as the
citizens of Henniker. By working together boaters help the town
solve the fiscal dilemma of expensive dam removal, establish an
important working relationship with the state task force for future
projects, and contribute toa potentially important economic benefit
to the region. Thisisafar cry from the image of whitewater folks
being an unkempt, uncivil, rude collection of river lunatics.

Collaborative projects like the Henniker Dam removal which
include interaction and financial participation with partners, allow
usto build our constituency, broaden our reach, and allow American
Whitewater to achieve the level of important recognition necessary
to continue our goal o protecting and securing whitewater in the
yearsto come. It will also serveasatemplate for ustofollow inother
regions of the United States when similar opportunities become
availableto our local members.

Left to right George May, MUP Conservation Chair; Tom Christopher,
AW director; Stephanie Lindeloff, NHDES Project Coordinator. Photos
by D. Buchanan.
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WeWin!

Access

and Canvon River

Lawsuit Settled!

Flagstaff, AZ— American
Whitewater and three other con-
servation and boating groups an-
nounced the settlement of a law-
suit today regardingmanagement
o the Colorado River and pro-
posed wilderness within Grand
Canyon National Park. In the
settlement, the National Park Ser-
viceagreedtorestart apublicplan-
ning processfor the 277 miles of
the Colorado River and 1.1 mil-
lion acres of proposed wilderness
within the park.

"Thesettlement isavictory for
al people who care about the
Grand Canyon," said WillieOdem,
former president of the Grand
Canyon Private Boaters Associa-
tion. "It dlows the public to re-
gain their voice concerning the
future o the Grand Canyon.”

The settlement was filed in
January 2001 in federal court in
Phoenix, Arizona, and resolves a
lawsuit filed in July 2000. The
plaintiffs had challenged former
park Superintendent Rob
Arnberger's February 2000 deci-
siontoabandonwork onawilder-
ness plan and a revised Colorado
River Management Plan (CRMP)
the park had begun in 1997. The
settlement includes a list of is-
sues the Park Service must ad-
dress in the renewed planning
process, suchasthe used motor-
izedboatsand helicopterstotrans-
port river passengersin proposed
wilderness and ways to improve
access to the river for non-com-
mercial boaters.

"Thisagreementis vital topre-
serving over 100 years o river-
running tradition," said Jason
Robertson, access director for
American Whitewater. "Citizens
deserveafair shot at aself-guided
wilderness-quality float trip
through the Grand Canyon and a
quarter-century wait for aprivate
boater permit is unreasonably
long."

Jason Robertson

a victory for all

about the Grand
Canyon.”

WHRIBOEY UOSeT
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"The impact of commercial motorized tripsthrough the canyon
isaserious concern that affects both the availability and quality of
float trips for the public,” said David Jenkins, director of conserva
tion and public policy for American Canoe Association. "We expect
the Park Service will undertake an open planning process that
legitimately addresses this issue and takes public sentiment into
account.”

"A public process is the appropriate forum in which to resolve
issues concerning motorized useswithin the Colorado River corri-
dor while preserving the canyon's unparalleled wilderness charac-
ter," said LizBoussard, anindividual plaintiff inthelawsuit. "Weare
glad the Park Serviceagreed toaddressthese issuesin the upcoming
plan. After two decades o impasse, itistimefor theAmerican people
tohaveavoice in resolvingthe debate over the usedf motorboats and
helicoptersin proposed wilderness."

The settlement commitsthe Park Serviceto restarting the Colo-
rado River Management Plan within 120 days and completing the
plan in 2004. Although conservation groups pressured the park to
mergetheriver planwith the park's 1998 Draft Wilderness Manage-
ment Plan, the Park Service retained the option to prepare these
plans consecutively.

"The Colorado River forms the backbone of the park's 1.1 million
acres of proposed wilderness" said Kim Crumbo, an individual

Clockwise:

John Bachrach contemplates the canyon, Richard Martin, current

president of the GCPBA, Tom Martin, former president of the GCPBA,

photos by Jason Robertson©.
—_—

plaintiff inthelawsuit and the park's former wilderness coordinator.
"We fedl strongly that the river and wilderness management plans
should be combined into one cohesive document. To do otherwise
does not make sense because river issues are tied directly with
wilderness issues and vice versa."

"The settlement is significant because all the parties to the
lawsuit — conservation and private boating groups, the Park Service,
and commercial river outfitters— agreeit is important to restart a
public planning process now," said Randall Rasmussen, program
manager for National Parks Conservation Association. "We have
confidence in the current park superintendent to guide the public
throughwhat noonedoubtswill beacontroversial processconcern-
ing thefuture of the very heart and soul of the Grand Canyon."

Three Arizona residents and one resident of Oregon also were
plaintiffs in the lawsuit.

See www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/348/ for more
information.
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Grand Canyon Lawsuit &
Settlement Recap

The Grand Canyon settlement
was a home run for American
Whitewater.

The settlement met or ex-
ceeded our objectives, and was
only the second time in more
than 20 yearsthat the Park Ser-
vicerespondedto boatershy mak-
ing substantiveconcessions. The
firsttimethe Park blinked wasin
1997 when they were forced to
reduce and simplify visitor fees
intheGrand Canyon after Ameri-
can Whitewater's Access Direc-
tor Rich Hoffman testified to
Congressabout the poor feeman-
agement in the Canyon.

Whilewewould havelovedto
reassess theallocation and other
permit management issues di-
rectly through thissuit that was
not practical, and could not be
reconciled with our overriding
goal to protect the public'svoice
in managing boatingthroughthe
Canyon throughtheNational En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA).

American Whitewater's legal ob-
jectivesinfiling the suit wereto
get an order to: (1)Restart the
Colorado River Management Plan
(CRMP); (2) Comply with appli-
cable law including the Organic
Act, Wilderness Act, NPS Con-
cessions Policy Act, Administra-
tiveProcedures Act, Management
Polices, management plans, and
Director's Orders; (3) Reduce or
eliminate non-conforming uses
in potential or proposed Wilder-
nessareas (motorized rafts, heli-
copter exchanges); (4) Equitably
reallocate permits between the
commercial and private sector
and provide a mechanism for
their distribution; and (5) Re-
cover attorney's fees.

The settlement meets these
objectives by requiring the Park
Service to: (1) Provide a no-mo-
tors river management alterna-
tiveinthe CRMPEnvironmental
Impact Statement (EIS);(2) Fund
and commence river manage-

have fun
___Sstay dry

Piease contact us for your free catalog
www.kokatat.com

g SR I

ment planning within four
months; (3) Reassess commer-
cial and private boater use levels
and allocation; (4) Hold public
river management meetings in
at least four major cities; (5)As
sess the range of public services
provided by concession outfit-
ters; (6)Fileanoticeof intent to
revise the Backcountry Manage-
ment Plan including usein pro-
posed wilderness areas; and (7)
Pay our attorney fees.

In addition, the settlement
accomplishes several other
things for the boating commu-
nity; it: (1) Benefitsthe publichy
getting the Park Service's plan-
ning back on track quickly and
affirms the public's voice by law
under NEPA; (2) Allocates un-
used primary season commer-
cial usedaysto the private boat-
ing community use in the sec-
ondary seasonsthrough2005; (3)
Promises a new river manage-
ment plan by theend of 2004; (4)
Ensures that the controversial
helicopter landingsat Whitmore
Wash will be reassessed; (5)and
that there will be a complete re-

.

view of theimpacts of motorized
watercraft.

Notably thissettlement isnot
an admission d wrongdoing by
the Park Service, and protects
our optiontosueintheeventthe
Park Service reneges on the
agreement or fails to adequately
addresstheissuesrelated toallo-
cationand permits. Furthermore,
the settlement preserves the
outfitter'scurrentallocationand
levelsd useby contract for upto
three years while the revised
CRMP iscompleted.

Now the real work begins.
American Whitewater looks for-
ward to working with the new
Superintendent, Joe Alston. Su-
perintendent Alstonisoned us;
he is a boatman and has been
down the Colorado through the
Canyon at least three times, and
hasdemonstrated area interest
in solving the management is-
sueson the Grand. Stay tuned to
the website and American
Whitewater Journal for morein-
formation about where we go
from here.
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A Golden Water Opportunity (C0)

American Whitewater is filing an amicus
brief supporting the water right application
for the City d Golden Whitewater Course.
The course consists d several man-made
drops in Clear Creek as it flows through
downtown Golden.

The course has been a huge hit, and has
hosted many local, national and international
whitewater events. Golden settled with al
objectors to its water rights application ex-
cept for the State o Colorado (CWCB and
State Engineer's Office) who remained op-

posed for policy reasons.

The International Ghite Weter Magazine

Subscribe
now and
SaVE up

TheStatehasappeal ed the Golden Whitewater Coursewater right
to the Colorado Supreme Court. Some of the State's arguments, if
they prevail, would eliminate any such water rightsfor recreation,
even those consistent with the new legislation. Many organizations
and publicentitiesintend tofileoneor moreamicusbriefsinsupport
o Golden. These entities include counties, cities, recreationists,
water districts and environmentalists.

At trial, Golden was successful in acquiring the requested water
right up to 1000 cfs. The drop structures "control and divert" the
flowswithin the channel to create whitewater features, which are
thenappliedto™beneficial use” by the boaters. Control and beneficial
use are the main requirements for any water right. However, some
traditional water buffao types in Colorado were worried by this
claim. Although a hydropower plant would pose no problem, a1000
cfskayak courseisviewedasathreat totraditional water interests by
some entities, even though it does not consume or pollute, and all
water isavailable for re-diversion downstream.

The Golden caseisone of many claims by citiesfor recreational
water rights, including two casesgoingtotrial for the Townsof Vail
and Breckenridge in May, 2002 and pending water right applications
forthecitiesdf Puebloand Longmont. Meanwhile, legislativechanges
have been passed by thewater buffalosin an effort to allow the state
to completely control such in-channel, recreational water rights.
American Whitewater's representatives opposed that legislation and
helped to get it watered down, but not defeated.

Credit card Number

Expiration date __

You may fax this form and/or credit cerd
orders to: B01 4Y8S 96 22
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Closed Door Meetings on
Canadian Hydro Threats

In January 2002 American Whitewater reported on the serious
threats o new hydropower construction to dozens of rivers in
Canada. Later that monthwelearned that theregional government
would be listening to the hydro promoter in closed session, on
January 30" and that the boating community would have our own
closed session with them on February 6™ Aswe go to press, we are
expecting to learn of the regional government's decision at the
regular monthly meeting on February 20%. Thisrepresentsour best
and easiest chance to shut down the process. If the hydropower
promoter isrejected outright on the 20t, then thisthreat goes no
further, at least for the immediate future. But if the promoter's
visionisaccepted, inwhole or in part, then the provincia govern-
ment review process kicksin, with public environmental hearings
and thelike. Obviously we want to stop himin histracks, now. So,
check out our website or read the January issue of American
Whitewater to learn how you can help!

B 107" Congress on the Web

Find out what Congress is doing that will affect you and your
ability to enjoy America's rivers. American Whitewater istracking
several piecesd legislationaffecting river recreation, conservation,
and hydropower relicensing during the second session of the 167%
Congress. We will be providing monthly updates at
www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/339/.

Bl Skykomish Access Projects
Proceed (WA)

Put-in: American Whitewater volunteers, Rich Bowers, Jennie
Goldberg, ChrisJoosse, and Thomas O’Keefe met with Washington
stateofficialsin January todiscuss theaccesssituation attheSunset
Falls put-in. They areoptimisticthat seasonal access can beworked
out so as not to conflict with the fish transport operations around
the Falls.

Take-out: Meanwhile, American Whitewater staff are preparing
to meet with the Washington State Congressional delegation in
Washingtontoask for fundingfor the purchase of atake-out. Weare
seeking to purchase property from (1) a willing seller, (2) with
matching federal funds, (3) to be developed and transferred to a
regional land management agency for permanent access. American
Whitewater established the Sky Fund in 2001 and is committed to
spendingthefundsappropriately onaccessprojectsintheSkykomish
region (seehttp://www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/187/
to make a donation).

M Write to Reopen Middle Fork
Snoqualmie Access (WA)

In December 2001, American Whitewater wrote to the King
County Council asking the county to reopen the traditional access
point on the Middle Fork Snoqual mie River. This site was used by
recreational river usersfor many years before road reconstruction
blocked access with a berm and ditch. Restoring accesstotheriver
requiresonly that the ditch befilled in and that an old roadbed be
converted into a short trail to theriver. If thisissueis o personal
interest to you, please take the time to write the King County

Council ¢/o Larry Phillips, King County Council, 400 4th Avenue,
Seattle WA 98104.

B Round 2 Goes to Landowner
on Gunnison (CO)

Gunnison, CO - After being alowed by the court to intervene,
American Whitewater lost our second round gambit in the legal
battledefendingyour “right tofloat" Colorado's riversand streams.
Judge J. Steven Patrick in Gunnison County District Court dis-
missed our attempt to use criminal trespass law to determine civil
trespass. This decision has little effect on our suit. Jay Kenney, a
practicingattorney, retiring president of American Whitewater and
current president of the Colorado White Water Association ob-
served, "A win on this issue would have been nice, but was not
central to our defense. Boaters continue to defend the public's
rightsand privilegesto float Colorado riverswithout touching the
bed, banksorland of private property owners." AmericanWhitewater
continuesto seek funding to defend your right to float Colorado's
rivers and streams. Please make a contribution at
www.americanwhitewater.org/donate/ or call 866-Boat-4-AW.

M Brown's Canyon Permits
Delayed (CO)

In December, American Whitewater member Mike Harvey re-
ported from the State Parks Board Meeting in Ft. Collins that the
Board decided totable Browns Canyon permittingfor oneyear. This
meansthat the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area (AHRA) will
do more thorough headcounts in 2002 to determine if private
boaters have in fact met the permit implementation triggers set
forthinthemanagement plan. Boatershaveoneyear todisperse use
onweekends. Inother wordsif you havealwaysdone Brownson the
4™ of July weekend, you might consider paddling somewhere else
this year. Meanwhile, the permitting committee will continue to
work on a model permit system.

Amicalolaand Etowah
Access Resolved (GA)

Good news! In January 2002, the private landowner at the
Etowah take-out called American Whitewater to announce their
access solution for preserving the Etowah take-out. The owner is
asking for $2 per person on the honor system, envelopes are
provided atthesite. Thereisagatetothe parkingareathat isclosed,
but unlocked, during theday. Whileitisdisappointingthat thestate
dropped theball andfailed torenew their leaseonthesiteto provide
free public access, weareexcited by theowner's continued interest
in providing public access to the Etowah and Amicalola Rivers!

B Temporary Parking Closure on
the Green (NC)

The Gallimore Road access area for the Green River in North
Carolina has been closed temporarily during January and February
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2002 to reduce destruction of the parking area during the muddy
season. Theoperativeword is"temporary,” and, whileinconvenient,
thisclosureisrealy no bigdeal. The two publicspaces remain open
by thetrailhead, and thereis parking up theroad (just don't park in
the grassy yards). Drive down, drop your boats off, drive up, park at
apull off on Big Hungry Road, and then bike or hike back down; this
addsacouplehundredyardsadf fitnesstoyour day, butisreally nobig
dedl. If you're capable of boatingthe Upper Green or Narrowsin the
winter, thenyou should be capable of accepting thisminor inconve-
nience for two months. The landownershave been very cooperative
during the past year; let'swork with them to protect the parking for
summer. At press time, the ot is scheduled to re-open in March.

Upper Yough Sang Run
Management a Success! (MD)

Thanksto everyone whovisited and contributed to the upkeep of
the Upper Yough Sang Run Put-in. Sinceadopting the property from
Maryland's Department of Natural Resources last summer, we have
raised just over $1000 to manage and maintain the site. We would
like to especialy thank Charlie Walbridge, Tim Spangler, and Hal
Perez for goingtheextramileandvol unteering to mow thegrassand
perform other maintenanceduties. If you areinterested in learning
how you can contribute in 2002, please contact Jason Robertson at
866-Boat-4-AW or Jason@awa.or g.
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EBMUD to Reopen River
Access at Middle Bar (CA)

"We'redelightedtosee East Hay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)
moving to build facilities that will help people use the Middle Bar
reach of theMokelumneRiver," said Pete Bell of the Foothill Conser-
vancy, regarding EBMUD's action of November 27,2001. On that day,
EBMUD'sPlanning Committee directed utility staff to moveforward
with review steps that will likely lead to construction o take-out,
parking, and sanitary facilities near the Middle Bar Bridge in 2002.
Thisisareversal of adecades-long policy inwhich EBMUD hasdone
its best to prevent the public from using the Mokelumne River
between Highway 49 and Pardee Reservoir. The decision isalso a
testimony tothefact that the public never gave up on their dream of
access to this Californiaclassic.

American Whitewater began working with the Foothills Conser-
vancy in 1999 when several kayakerswere charged with trespassing
for running thisriver. In late 1999 and early 2000, district attorneys
in Amador and Calaveras County refused to prosecute whitewater
kayakers who had paddied down to the Middie Bar Bridge. By then,
the State Attorney General's Office had also become involved in the
river access issue on behalf of the State Lands Commission and the
Calaveras County Board of Supervisorsandthecity councilsdf all five
citiesin Amador County had expressed strong support for MiddleBar
access. In June 2001, EBMUD's board adopted a set of principles to
guide its staff on this issue. A series of meetings and continued
pressure from the Attorney General's Office and Foothill Conser-

vancy led to the decision to open access in November. Conservancy
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President Katherine Evattsaid, "Whenyou consider how long people
haveworked to gain accessto the MiddleBar reach, it's amazing how
far we've come in the last two years! We're very grateful to Deputy

dangerous part of awhitewater run onthe Potomac. Visit our website
for updates.

Attorney General Lisa Trankley and to the organizations, citizens, |

and officialswho helped move thingsto this point."

Fishermen's Eddy
Improvements Proposed (VA)

Great Falls, Virginia- In November 2001, Superintendent Audrey
Calhoun announced the availability of the Environmental Assess
ment (EA)for "Improvements to Trails and Overlooks at Great Falls
Park, Virginia" The park isseekingto improvethe overlooks, which
are “in a deteriorating condition, visualy incompatible with the
surroundings, and inaccessibleto disabled visitors." Several alterna-
tives recommend improving the Fisherman's Eddy access trail for
kayakers; however the Park's preferred alternative (C1) recommends
deferring improvement of thistrail " pendingfutureinvestigationsto
determinewhether suchimprovementsaresustainableandfeasible.”
American Whitewater is supporting this alternative with the caveat
that Fishermen's Eddy trail safety improvements be implemented
immediately.

Thetrail istheput-infor the Rocky Island Loop. Boaterswhovisit
the Potomac from the Virginia side generally park, hike down and
launch at Fishermen's Eddy, paddle to surf the nationally famous

|Paddling

Rocky Island Surf Wave or S-Turn Hole where the Potomac Fest -
Rodeo is held, and complete the loop by hiking back to their cars. It |

is often said that the hike down to Fishermen's Eddy is the most
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2002 American Whitewater Grassroots Events

National Paddling Film Festival February 23-25%

Lexington, KY

Bangs Falls Rodeo April 6 Bangs Falls, Nova Scotia
Styrofoam Cup April 14 Bryson City, NC

Stony Creek Rendezvous April 20-21" Johnstown, PA
American River Festival TAQRrIT-28 Placerville, CA

Tim Gavin River Festival A el 2787 Harpers Ferry, WV
French Broad River Festival My Hr=tr= Hot Springs, NC

East River Whitewater Festival June 1-2%¢ Sheet Harbor, Nova Scotia
Big Fork Whitewater Festival June 1-2M Big Fork, MT

Womens' Invitational — July6-7% Charlemont, MA

Black River Festival July 27-g8= Watertown, NY
Deerfield River Whitewater Festival August 17 Charlemont, MA

"Don't Call This a Festival' Beaver River TBA TBA

Gauley Whitewater Festival September 21" Summersville, WV
Ohiopyle Falls Race September 28-29% Ohiopyle, PA

Russell Fork Rendezvous October 5-6th Haysi, VA

Other Events

Gore Canyon Race August16 "™ Kremmling, CO
CheatRlver Festival May =57 Albright, WV

¥ KrNZ’Q
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www.we-rafting.com
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TEVA TOUR Update

Michaegl Phelan, Events Director

American Whitewater and Tevahave teamed upto deliver aseries
o thethirteen best whitewater eventsall culminatingwith thefirst
ever National Championships. The number o events participating
in the serieswas reduced in mid-January in order to maximize the
effectiveness of American Whitewater's events program. The series
includes a completely restructured competition framework that
includesfour geographic regiona circuits located inthe Northeast,
Southeast, Rocky Mtns., and Pacific Coast. Each regional circuit
includesthree events. Athletes will receive pointsat each event to
earnaspot tocompete at the"TevaWhitewater National Champion-
ship." For thefirst timein the history o freestyle paddling athletes
will gain and lose pro status based on how they perform at the Teva
National Championships. For more information, check out
Wi aner i canwhi t ewat er. or g.

Acombination of factors created the opportunity for restructur-
ing. Sincelast August, the AW Events Staff have been meetingwith
athletes, sponsors, and event organizersto breathe new lifeintoAW's
competitiveseries. Many regarded the new model to bejust what the
doctor ordered. Components of the new events program reestablish
AW's commitment to using its events program as a platform to
promote its conservation and access work.

Thefourteen eventsthat were invited to participatein the series

wereselected based ontheir consistency with American Whitewater's
mission, their ability to generate revenue to support AW'swork, the
overall quality of the event including river features, event organiza-
tion, venue, and theamount of exposure the event could generatefor
the event's sponsors. When selecting eventsto remain part of AW's
series, AW attempted to maintain a balance o larger and smaller
events and events that will allow AW to reach awide cross-section of
paddlers.

Likeany organization, American Whitewater issometimes forced
to make hard decisions and this decision to modify the AW event's
schedule was necessary for the long-term health of American
Whitewater's programs. AW is hoping that independent events will
remain connected with AW in a way that demonstrates the event
organizer's belief in AW, asthe only full-time whitewater conserva-
tion and access organization. AW is committed to conserving and
restoring America'swhitewater resourcesand toenhanceopportuni-
tiesto enjoy them safely.

If remaining connected with AW isa priority for an independent
event, events are encouraged to consider AW's Grassroots Events
Program, which offers specific membership benefits and establishes
aworking agreement between the event and AW. The Grassroots
EventsProgramwill bethe pool of eventsthat AW will consider when
adjusting its events schedule in the coming years.

Teva Tour 2002 sanctioned by American Whitewater

Northeast

" Teva Tariffville Rodeo
Teva Moose Extreme Freestyle Games
Ottawa Rodeo

Southeast

Dale Location
ROTITIVIN T
April 27 Old Forge, NY
TBA TBA

~ Coosa River Whitewater Festival Moyl 15" M

Potomac Whitewater Festival
Gauley Rolling Rodeo

Pacific Coast
Trinity Rodeo

Teva Kern Whitewater Festival
Teva Oregon Cup

Rocky Mountain —
Teva Wyoming Whitewater Championships =~

3 Rocky Mountain Everg
Teva Animas River Days

Open
® TevaWausau Double Up Challenge

Teva Tour Whitewater National Championships

May 31-Julii 2™ Breat Falls, Vili
September 20% & 22 Summersville, WV

T 7 April 13-140 resT o BIGERGER
April 19-217 Kernville, CA
May 4-11% Maupin, (R

dupe 22— " T T = Jackson Haole. WY

TE3A TBA
June 7-9® Durango, GO
AGHUBT 2315 WoEsL W

October 10-13® Ducktown, TN

For more information on the Teva Tour and National Championships go to www.americanwhitewater.org
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From the beginning, Hyside has been the success of this series, Hyside introduced a
innovator in whitewater inflatables. Hyside set  virtually identical commercial version of this raft
a new standard, one that hasn't been duplicated, ~ for the professional outfitter.

when it introduced the concept of braiding These rafts offer unprecedented weight savings
threads before weaving the base fabric thus (up to 25%) over our older Commercial Series
creating the only double denier boat en the boats, without sacrificing one ounce of durability.

market. Inspired by demands from the private Usability is improved as well with hinge and
boater market for a lighter, more affordableraft,  pin thwart attachments and Leafield valves. And
Hyside took a second look at hardware and the super slippery urethane coating on the bottom
features that could be improved upon and of our boats makes for a more enjoyable
created the Oultfitter Series. Motivated by the ~ whitewater experience.

Attached Floor System
Increased structural integrit

and | ess maintenance. - Double Denier Explained
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KAYAK[NG YUKC}N'S F[RTH RIVER

The author enjoying life on Nunaluk Spit.
Photo by Joe Bryson.

Above: Firth River party of five. Photo by
Vicky Hoover.

By Mac Thornton

Acoldwind blowsstrongly acrossthe Firth River onthenexttolast day o our trip.
Here, the river gradually descends Yukon Territory's coastal plain to the Arctic
Ocean. We are picking our way down braided channel sseparated by sand and pebble
islands. Joe Bryson isin the lead. He paddlesto the right bank to check out a huge
piled fur — something which has died right there on the shore. When he pulls up
to it, a shaggy ear pops up on the far side o the fur pile, and then another ear.
Suddenly, there isa great commotion and acloud d dust. We can see Joe's paddie
wind milling, as he headsfast in the opposite direction.

As the dust starts to settle, a monolithic, ancient looking beast rises from the
ground. Staring at usfrom little eyes beneath short, menacing horns, joinedat their
bases, what the hell ??Well get back to this later.

The closer we get to the ocean with its icebergs and ice fields, the colder and
harder the wind blows. It sends gray clouds scudding from the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska west towards the MacKenzie River deltato the east. The
Firth, now initsdeltareach, isbeginning to braid extensively, but maintainsits brisk
pace. Our two hardy 63 year-olds, Jack Hession and Vicky Hoover, are manning our
single cataraft. They are continuously pinballing off the gravel bars, as the strong
wind makesit impossibleto keeptheraft in thecenter of thecurrent. | get out o my
kayak and climbinto the raft to help push it away from the banksand shallow water.
My wife, Mally Carr and Joe stay in their kayaks, with Joe towing mine behind him.
Our little party of five must get to the coast this day and paddiea mile offshoreto a
long sand spit to meet our float plane the next morning. Aslong asthe polar bears,
which occasionally stop by the spit, are not there!

But at this point we come up against a massive sheet o ice at least a mile wide,
covering most of thedelta, with most d theriver flowing underneath. Thisisneither
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%H%%KPN& YUKON'S FIRTH RIVER

Top Down:

Twin Otter on the tundra bench next to the river. Firth River
valley neat the put-in. Molly Carr at possibly the northern
most surf wave on the North American mainland. Camp at
Caribou Creek on the Firth. -
Right: Jack Hessim runs the cataraft through the hole at

Sheep Slot.

American Whitewater "I March » April 2002

glacid icenor seaice. Itiscalled aufeis, formed, during thecolder months, by the
river itself asit continually freezesand overflowsitself repeatedly. Everimmuneto
cold and discomfort, Jack hops in a kayak despite being dressed in only | eans, a
shortiewetsuit and hisworn windbreaker. He paddles dff to scout aheadwhilethe
rest o us hunker down in thewind and spitting rain.

Just within our binocular range, we see Jack pull over and beachthe kayak. He
looksahead for awhile. Then hewadesback up through the braidsand acrossthe
gravel barstoreport thereisaway past theaufeistothefar eft, hethinks. Weshove
off and eventual ly makeitaround theaufeisto themouth o the Firth. Thenweneed
to paddleamileoffshoreacrossabay to Nunaluk Spit, but if we misjudgethe power
o thewind, wewill be blown downthe coast. Luckily, thetideislow, and thewater
shallow. Joeand | canliterallywalk on thebottompushingthe cataraftand the crew
pushes and rows it to the spit. We are all cold and exhausted when we findly get
there, and weempty theraft and braceit up on edgeto break theconstant col dwind.
Vicky immediately starts cooking up hot soup.

Later wehaveour firstfired theentiretrip, madewith ocean driftwood. Onthe
Firth we had no fires becausethey are against park rules. Thesun never sets here
inJduly. It travelsan elliptical pattern, higher at noon inthesouth and closetothe
horizon at midnight. On the spit, asthe sunlight mellowsabit in the evening, the
moon comes up. Wewarm ourselvesat thefireand sip Y ukon Jack. No polar bears.
Lifeisgood.

Our last day is stunningly clear and bright, with a magnificent view before us
from the spit. We face the mainland. The vast coastal plainstretches right to left,
with the British Mountainsin the background, throughwhich the Firth hascarved
a rugged whitewater slot canyon. We can easily see back up the entire 15-mile
course across the coastal plain we traveled the day before, back to the hillswhere
we had made our previous camp. Behind us, the icebergs bob in the ocean with a
sedl floating hereand there. Thisisall part of Canada'sIvvavik National Park, which
means "place o birth" in the native Inuviauit language. It was so named to
celebrate the remarkablebiologic productivity of these lands. Under Canadianlaw,
Iwavik National Park will be preserved forever from oil and other development.

Twenty-five milesto thewest, just acrossan invisible border, the same coastal
plainispart d the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. There, Alaskan politiciansand
their oil industry backers have been wagingalengthy campaignto open the coastal
plain to oil and gas leasing. Alaskds Congressman Don Young claims that the
Refuge's coastal plain is really a wasteland. He criticizes people who defend the
refugewithout having been here. | doubt if he has REALLY been here. Oil pumps
in the foreground would certainly make it more like West Texas.

Jack suggested the Firth for its unique landscapes, transparent water, the
chance to see Arcticwildlife, and its remoteness. According to Parks Canada, the
Firth"may be the oldest navigableriver in Canadaasthis part of the continent was
missed by glaciation during the last ice age 18,000 years ago.” Its diversity is
displayedin four distinct reaches—aufeis, mountain, canyon, and delta-with the
Class ITI-1V+ whitewater in the mountain and canyon reaches. In 2001, a record
number o outsidersvisited Iwavik National Park — atotal o 150, most o whom
ran the Firth.

Eight days prior to our arrival on thespit, wedepart thefar northern Mackenzie
River town o Inuvik in the Northwest Territories ina Twin Otter. Our flight path
leadsthrough fog most o theway to the Park. But aswe comeover thelast hill, the
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5 YURON'S FIRTH RIVER

Firthvalleyisclearandthe planesetsusdownonthetundrabenchnexttotheriver.
Halfan hour | ater the planeisupover thehillsand thesound of itsmotorsdiesaway,
leaving only the murmur o the river and the breeze rustling the carpets  wild
flowersand tundra grass. We make camp, prepare dinner, and look up to seesix
caribouwadeinto the river. With only afew scraggly black sprucesaround, wecan
seewildlifeapproachand leaveuntil they arespecksin thedistanceon thefar green
sopes.

We hike upriver to view thevast aufeisfield in the upper Firth vdley. Theice
appearstostretch all theway tothe Alaskaborder, withthe Firth incised thewhole
way in aslot canyon made entirely o ice. The next day, we wak up and then back
fromtheriver. Asolitary grizzly seesusand sprintsimpressively straight up asteep
hill. We return to camp and finish setting up the cataraft, which must carry two
peopleand most d our gear. Perhapsthe most important pieced equipment isour
toilet, amandate o our permit, which requires that we leave" absol utely nothing"
behind. Weshovedf about 4 pm under sunny skies, and float for several hourswith
asteady current. Joeisout front and acaribou charges out o the brush, jumpsin
thewater and swims right for him. He backs off and the caribou swims by, intent
on getting to the other bank as quickly as possible. As "evening" approaches, the
cloudscomeover, the temp sinksinto the fortiesand thewind picksup. \We reach
camp at Joe Creek about 11pm and haveafeast o fresh Arcticgrayling at about 2
am. With the heavy clouds, the light is eerie and shadowy at this hour. Our sense
af timeisbecomingirrelevant. Wekick back for aday, sl eeptill noon, follow big wolf
tracks, and hikethetall hill next to theriver.

Now the first whitewater day. We shove off from Joe Creek and soon thewalls
rise up to 200 to 300 feet, the river (runningat perhaps 1200 cfs) narrowsand the
current picksup. We passatributary canyonat Wolf Creek and seeafunny-looking
brown rock onthe right bank. Thenthe rock moves. Hmm. It'sabiggrizzly feeding
on acaribou kill and he is not anxiousto leave. All the bookssay thingslike, "Do
not approach female grizzlies with young,” and "Do not antagonize feeding
grizzlies." Wepull over asclosetotheleft shoreas possibleand wait. Heeats, stares
at usandsnorts. Finally hewalks back intoan alder and willow patch and Joesays,
"Mac, why don't you go check out the kill." Apparently, Joe has his eye on my
portion o food at dinner. We al go down the left.

Just after lunch at abeautiful outcrop, werun our first significant rapidand have
more whitewater fun approaching the crux rapidsat Sheep Slot and Ram Rapid.
Appropriately, just above the rapids we spot white Ddl sheep on the hillside,
protected from predators by their perches on impossible cliffs. Shegp Slot isan

—_— —— unexpectedly serious rapid; with two parallel holes, the second blocking80%d the
Top down: river from the left side. It is very mean looking and has an active, ten foot long
Joe Brysen at Sheep Slot Rapid, Firth River. Cooking dinner at
midniaht. Joe Bryson, Molly Carr. Vicky Hoover. Jack Hessim. > continued on page 61
Molly Carr and Joe Bryson standing on an aufeis.

Photo by MacThornton.
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_Downtown Cotahuasi ©J, Mattson. _

oday we had our first look at the 1994. | had missed out because of work.
rapids o the Cotahuasi. Yahoo! Their stories and photos have been on my
Scott, Randy and | paddled about mind ever since, and now, | am finally here.
fivemilesd continuous, ClassIV+, Now | feel apprehensive, but it is probably
sparkling clear whitewater. We stashed our just my brain trying to keep me dive. If |
boatsand are now flying high aswe hike out listened toit all thetime, I would stay home,
d thecanyonand throughthenarrow streets get fat, and eventually die anyway. My lifeis
d theancient village. My mind isfilled with good, and | don't want to throw it away, but
euphoriaand apprehension. Today was only I love the rivers, and these canyons are so
the warm up for about a hundred miles of incredible. Theawesome gashesin the earth
Class IV and Vin a remote canyon. where sofew have been are not easy placesto
The Cotahuasi River starts high in the be, but they are worth the effort. | have
Andesand followsthe deepest canyon in the gathered notes from the ‘%4 trip and have
world through the Atacama desert to the talked two d my friends into joining me.
Pacific ocean. The Village d Cotahuasi sits Randy Kennedy is a hardy member of our
on the rim o this great canyon. There isan TeamAdvil,and Scott Youngisavery strong
old Spanish Cathedral and cobblestonestreets young probe. It isa good team, and we have
that are lined with adobe buildings. One o two moredaysaf warm-up beforeweload our

the merchants hasa huge, old, clay jug that boats and head into the great gorge.
isfull o thelocal wine. It is quite tasty, and The next morning, we meet with Renee
we sample somewhilewe practice our Span- (our burro driver) and make plans for the
ishwith thefriendly locals. portage o the big fals. Thisisan important
My friends (includingthe late John Foss) part of our logistics, but we burn valuable
had donethefirst descent of the Cotahuasi in daylight, so it ismid-morningwhen we hike

, TheGem d the Andies

Story and photos by John Mattson

Cotahuas?

Scoff.Youna in Last Gorae ©J, Mattsol

B
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back into the canyon.

Thenextsectionof the riverflowsthrough —

a box canyon with a sieve, so we carry our
boatsup avery steeptrail. Theweather ishot
and sunny aswe huff and puff up the brushy
trail. It eventually gets easier, and wefind a
path back down tothe river. Theriver isnow

ClassV, and we haveabout three milesto them

next bridge. Itisgreat to beback in thewater.
andwe arefeeling confident until wereacha
very long ClassV+ rapid. One quick look, and
| head for the right bank. It is a nasty
bushwack, but it looks a lot safer than the
rapid. Scott and Randy go left and try to run
part o therapid. We meet in the middleat a
drop that cannot be portaged.

| am photographing Scott and Randywhen
the meter on my camerareminds usthat the
day isnearly over. Theweather isgreat onthe

another solid Class V section between this
bridgeand the falls, but Team Advil istired,
and avery reluctant Scott Y oung goes with
the flow. There isa good trail, and we drag
our boatsto Renee's farm. He has been wor-
ried and isvery happy to see us. We agree to
postponethe burro-assisted portage around
the big falls for one day, and head df to
Cotahuasi.

Thetrail isnot marked, but it isthe only
one on river |eft and seems to be well used.
Wearetired from thebivy and thesunishot,
but we trudge along. This hike gives us a
great view o thisbarrenland and the canyon
that wewill soon enter. After three hours d
hardwalking,wereachasmallvillageandare
greeted by Segundo Flores. "The village o
Cotahuasi is not here. It is over there," ex-
claims Segundo. We have taken the wrong
trail! We laugh in pain, and he feeds us
potatoes with eggsand figjuiceand
his pet snake. He has agreat home with lots
d chickens and a huge garden with many
fruit trees. The lunch and rest are good for
our spirits, and we head back to the river.
Walking down the hill is easy, and we reach
the bottom hy dusk.

We are very tired, but at least one d us
really needsto get tothevillage d Cotahuasi.
Randy decidesto stay at the ranch, sowe bid
farewell at the gate and leave him with his
electronic translator for company. We dl
hope that Renee's dogs will understand his
Spanish.

Scott and | are now very tired and my feet
are sore, but there is a full moon and the
correct trail iseasy to follow. The last three
days have seen lots of scouting and portag-
ing, and my new river shoes are wearing

equator, but thedaysareshortandthisoneis  geqit Young and Renee ©J. Mattson holesin my feet. Themoleskinran out onday
about to run out. — twoand duct tapeisapoor substitute, but we

We continue down some classic big pool _Sr;aﬂJuuann_Elamtamcanmn._Maﬁsnn —

drops, looking longingly for a bridge where
we plan to stop for the day. Thereisanother .- -
solid ClassV that cannot be portaged, but——E S

Scott finds a line, and we follow in the twi- -
light. He runs avery big drop in near dark-
ness, and we continue running Class III
around avery scary corner in thedusk. Scott
has never bivouackedand thinksthat we can
makeit tothebridge. Theriver getseasier for
alittleways, and then we drift blindly into a
ClassIV with alarge hole at the bottom. We
all barely makeit through and decideto stop
short d our goal at the bridge. There is
enoughwoodfor agoodfire, andweshareour
remaininglunch. Theairischilly, but thefire
iswarm; the stars are bright and the night

passes. It isdownright pleasant compared to » "
the mountain bivouacs | did when | was 1
young and foolish. . - - &

We start again at dawn, and it takes an- ___ﬂ
other half-hour to get to thebridge. Thereis -
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trudge onward. The canyon seemsmagical in
the full moon. We can see the lights o the
village now, but the trail seems to go on
forever aswetrudge aong in an almost hyp-
notic state.

Suddenly, the trance is broken by aloud
growl- we are being attacked by two wild
dogs! | shinemy headlamp intotheir eyesand
we grab rocks to throw at them. Our hearts
are pounding, but the tactic works and we
passwithout harm. | am completely exhausted
when wefinally reach the hotel, but | must
take care d my feet. After this task is com-
pleted, | immediately fal asleepand | dream
about wild rivers and deep canyons.

Itiswel worththeefforttobeinCotahuasi.
We awake refreshed and take care o our last
minute errands, which include obtaining
medical suppliesfor my feet. They arefeeling
much better now, and | switch towearing my
sandals.

Renee meets us for lunch and helps us
carry our gear to his mom's house. We are
greeted by avery fit and friendly 80-year-old
womanwho helpsusload theburros. Shehas
abigsmilelikeher sonand afacethat reflects
along, good life.

Soon, weareback onthetrail, chasing the
loaded burros down the streets of Cotahuasi
and back to Renee'sfarm.

Scott Young just before Bivuac ©J. Mattson

Itisgreat to see Randy again. Reneeand
his family take good care o us. We set up
camp in hisyard and have a marvelousdin-
nerwith hisfamily. Hehasfreshfigjuiceand
we have alittle Jack Daniels. The combina-
tion is very tasty, and we hope the whiskey
will kill the stomach bugs. We have been
sampling lots of loca food and are a hit
nervous about our stomachs. It is a very
pleasant evening and wefall adeepdreaming
about the great adventure that will start
tomorrow.

Reneewakes us early and givesusatour
o the big waterfall beforebreakfast. Hetells
usthat hewantsto kayak thefdlswhen heis
avery old man. Ontheway back, heshowsus
therest of hisfarm... anincredible paradise
in the bottom of the great canyon.

After breakfast, we load the burros and
get ready for the big portage. Renee is ner-
vous about the narrow trail and loads the
boatsvery carefully. There isalarge scar on
one d the burro's backs caused by a kayak
that was not loaded properly.

Renee shows us how to control the bur-
ros, and we head dff on the narrow trail that
is carved into the steep walls d the great

canyon. We walk behind the animal s chant-
ing "burro, burro™ and guiding the kayaks
around the sharp corners. The trail isvery
narrow with huge drop-offs and no guard-
rails.

Renee shows us where one d his mules
hed falen to its death on a previous trip.
Tears come to his eyes as he recals the
incident. Two groups had met on the trail,
and hismulewas pushed off by aburro. It had
plunged bellowing into the river and had
never been seen again.

Thetrail givesusanincredibleview d the
incredible canyon and the ominous looking
whitewater that awaits us. We are about
three or four thousand feet above the river,
but the rapidsstill look big. The whitewater
that we can see is called Flatwater Canyon,
becausethe locasin Cotahuasi had told the
first descent party that the river was very
mellow after the big fals. It turned out to be
solid V+, but the name stuck. The canyonis
foreboding, but we continue on this trail of
noreturn. Aswe headdowntotheriver, there
are some very steep switch-backs, and it is
challenging to keep the kayaksfrom hitting
the rock wall.

Thelast part of thetrail to theriver isso
steepthat theburroscannot traverseit. Renee
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Cotahuas

stopsat theedge d adiff inthemiddled the
desert. He assures usthat there isatrail to
theriver. Thisman hasbecomeagood friend
and his big smile and rolling accent are
reassuring. We give him some presents and
bid him farewell as he heads back up therail
with his burros.

We are truly in the middle o nowhere.
The great desert, an empty canyon, and a
mighty riverwill beour livesfor the next five
days. Wesit and ponder the enormity of our
situation for while, then shoulder our boats
and head down the steep trail.

Thewindishowlingand thetrail issteep
and precarious. At one point a strong gust
blows me over. | nearly drop my boat, but
manage to grab a bush and gain my footing.

| wonder whose spiritsare hovering over
usin thisstrange wind. Could it be my old
friend John Foss, who discovered this river
and later died exploring another?Is he here
towarn me, to help me, or maybejust to say
hello?If 1 had dropped and lost my boat, |
couldn't run the river, and | would have to
hike out. But | didn't drop my boat, and the
decision to run this river was made when |
bought my ticket. We use ropesto lower the
boatspast thesteepest portionof the trail and
arrive at a beautiful and serene camp.

We have along afternoon to try to relax
and absorb our surroundings. After dinner

Randy Kennedy in Last Gorge ©J. Mattson

T R

we find some comfortable rocks and Watch
the stars. There are no artificial lights or
airplanes, and the stars are incredible. To-
morrow will bea hard day.

Westart paddling early and soon reach a
section of seriouswhitewater. \We scout one
long section and pick eddies to get out and
scout again. | amstill nervous, but it isgood

_to be moving. Thewaiting is over and it is__

Randy Kennedy in Flatwater Canyon &5 Watsen

continued on page 79
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In my efforts to minimize pressure before the trip even started,
Jannaand | had slept an extrahour and were slow leaving LasVegas.
Asaresult, by thetimewe reached thetrailhead, wewerethree hours
late for our meeting with Andy and Anita, our partners for our
week-long hiking/kayaking adventure on the Kern River.

"Wewere just about to invoke plan B and go on our own," Andy
said. "Gladyou madeit." Hewas understandably perturbed by my
choice's impact on our schedule. Hehad our group's overall interest
in mind and pushed to get us back on track.

Our shuttleto the trailhead took until midnight.

"The packers arrive at 5:30 am, have your stuff ready for them
because they wantto hikewhenit's cool," Andy instructed ashewent
to bed. We slept carside, under the flank of the Sierra Nevada,
postponing packing for our Kern River expedition till morning.

Californias
Kern River

A [ @ I a i S s a n C e

{Corywsicrr 2001 § BY RELCE LENEREAUX

In their book, The Best Whitewater in California, Stanley and
Holbeck describe the headwatersdf the Kern as"somewhat crazy. .
. [having] overwhelming logistics. . . [and] incredible scenery."
Snows on the flanks of 14,495-foot Mt. Whitney in the southern
Sierra Nevada melt to form the headwaters of the Kern River, 160
milesfrom itsnear-sealevel terminusin California’s central valley.
Incisinganorth-south aligned and mile-deep trench along theKern
Canyon Fault, its paddleable whitewater section descends 9,000
vertical feet over 100 miles (90feet per mile). By comparison, the
Colorado River through Grand Canyon descends only 2,000 vertical
feet over its 250-mile length (eight feet per mile).

Thelowest 60 milesdf the Kern River coursethrough flat cotton
fields. The middle 60 milesare road accessed, whitewater paradise.
The upper, 40-mile-long Headwaters section has been descended,
on average, once a year since Reg Lake, Roya Robbins, and Doug
Tompkins' pioneering first descent in 1981. Its rapids are un-
charted, but have been rated Class V (the top end of whitewater
difficulty) with most parties portaging 12 times around thedifficult

) ‘ sections. The near-tree line put-in can beaccessed either by hiking

Aros of ail - 40 miles up from the take-out or by hiking 20 miles over the

Tl : three-mile-high crest of the Sierra Nevada. We chose the steeper
approach.

Thisriver trip epitomizes expedition kayaking in the Lower 48,
something | had aspired toduring thetwoyears| livedin California
Thistripwould combine two activities about which | am passionate.
| felt comfortable with uncharted whitewater at the upper end of the
difficulty spectrum. | also loved mountaineering and had climbed

_ Los An
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California’s K ern River A Renaissance

a smattering of peaks near
where thistrip would take us.

Brutal approaches, complex
logistics and unknown river
character motivated us. My
partner for this expedition,
Andy Zimet, a Whitefish, Mon-
tana anesthesiologist, is a vet-
erand numerousfirstdescents
in British Columbia and
multi-day, expedition-stviefirst
river descents and climbing
ascents of 6,000 meter peaksin
the Himalaya. Heknew o the
Headwaters of the Kern
through campfire lore and his
intimate knowledge of North American geography. A mutual friend
initiated contact and we planned the trip.

Andy never questioned my credentials. | presumed that he might
have thought that anyone knowing and desiring to do the Headwa-
tersof the Kern was also capable. Afew e-mail's back and forth and
aplan developed. Andy had researched thetrip extensively, plotting
out each day on 7.5-minute topographic maps, highlighting the
highest-gradient sections, arranging for permits and hiring packers
to assist with loads.

We would start near Independence, California, hike over the
Sierracrest at 12,000-foot Shepherd Passand access theriver at its
highest navigable point. We planned for conditions ranging from
desert heat toal pinesnow. Heexpectedwewould kayak 50 milesafter
hiking 20 milestothe headwatersinseven nightsand eight days. Our
greatest distancefrom a road would be 30 miles. Our loads would be
about 50 pounds df food and camping gear and 50 poundsofkayakand
paddling gear each.

Anita Zimmerman, Andy's partner and Janna, my high school
sweetheart, would accompany us, carrying backpacks while hiking
theriver-paralel trail by day, camping with usat night. Both Janna
andAnitawerenovicebackcountry travel ersand, despite having been
told what toexpect, weretaking aleap o faith by joining Andy and me
onthistrip. | had confidencein Janna's physical strength. Afterfive
days driving cross-country, | was looking forward to spending an-
otherweekwith her, havingfound thatwewereasuper fit philosophi-
cally.

Day 1: Symmes Crek Trailhead (6,000feet)

to Anvil Camp (10,000feet)

Thelow groan of the packer's pickup pulling into thelot invaded
my sleep. Peering out of my sleeping bag, | saw thefirst light of dawn
hittingthelineof jagged peaksabove. Jannalooked tooand saidwith
some apprehension in her voice, "Isthat where we're going?"

"Yeeh, the trail goes up there," | said pointing in the general
direction of thetrail, reluctant to reved the redity of what wewere
about to undertake— 6,000 vertical feet of hiking—well beyond what
wasvisible—followed by milesof descent to theriver. | had sold her
thistripasahikethrough scenic mountains punctuated by my vision
of amoonlight sled from the pass to the river in my kayak.

"We're not even ready for the packers,” Janna groaned.

Anitacame over and pitched in aswe dumped grocery bagsfilled
with innumerable bagsdf beans, rice, oatmeal, gorp, salami and gear
out o our car and onto a large tarp. She helped us weed out
unnecessary items. Andy glanced with skepticism at our heavy foods.
| could sense that he waswondering: "Who have | chosen to do this
trip with?"

"Doyou think we need al o this cheese? What about the peanut
butter, and the gorp?" Janna asked.

"Leave 'em behind, too heavy," Andy advised.

"You don't need two rolls df this, Jannal" said Anita, bringing to
theforethereality that some creature comfortswould haveto beleft
behind. Janna's face fell momentarily, but she remained game.

Anita. Andy, Janna and the author
outside of Independence,
California. June 1999.

Photo by Bruce Genereaux.

"What about these ice axes?" | asked Andy.

"I'm not concerned with the snow other than making sure Anita
getsover it easily. | don't think we'll need them," Andy replied.

"Please bring your pack over here to beweighed," requested the
head packer. With nary awisp of fat on his45-year-old frame, John,
from Bishop, California, marked down 70 pounds, punched numbers
on his calculator and pocketed our $210 dollars (50 cents/pound/
mile) and set off with his partner who carried Andy and Anita's
similarly-laden pack onthesix-mile, 4,000-foot vertical ascent toour
first camp. Wefollowed shortly with the kayaks and remaining gear
strapped to pack frames. Nearly nine hours later, we stumbled
through a grove of Douglas Fir into Anvil Camp at 10,000 feet.

"Drop usalinewhenyou finish. No one really knows what that
river is like, al we hear are third and fourth-hand accounts," the
packers said, apparently impressed with our plan to cross the Sierra
carrying al of our gear and these huge boats to run an essentially
uncharted river.

Perched two-thirds of theway up the two-mile-tall, eastern flank
o theSierraNevada, we saw Shepherd Creek cascade down 6,500feet
tothe OwensRiver valley below. Mt. Tyndall (14,018 feet) rose 4,000
feet above, etched against the bright and clear western sky. Between
the Kern River lay and us the snowfields of Shepherd Pass (12,000
feet) that wewould haveto crossusing kayak paddlesand throw ropes
for protection if the need arose. Jannaand Anita had never crossed
a snowfield or climbed over such large and imposing mountains
before. Janna had no idea how dangerous it could be.

Day 2: Anvil Camp (10,000fest) to Pecific
Crest Trail (11,000feet)

"Janna, | am going to dig a deep hole and bury this cheese and
somed thegorp,” | said, desperately trying tolightenour staggering
loads. Andy wasright about our heavyfoods. | had tolift Janna's pack
to her back and my kayak threatened to topple me over with each
halting step.

"Are you sure we'll have
enough food?"' she asked.

| rationalized, "If we don't
drop some weight, we'll never
make it." | realized that this
was going to be a committing
moment. Rationing waslikely
before we were done. But, |
knew that without taking a
chance, wewould never getto
doit. Iwasgametotry, butwas
admittedly a bit nervous.

"How doesthe snow look?'
| called out to Andy afew hours
later ashestarted to kick steps
across the 45° snowfield. One
slip and his 100-pound, shiny
plastic kayak would toboggan

Andy suffers loose scree, snow and a
100 pound pack on the final 500
vertical feet of the eight mile, 6,000
foot ascent from the East side of the
Sierrato the Crest at Shepherd Pass.

him 600 feet down the snow-
field to the talus moraine at
the base of the mini-glacier.
He kept his waist belt un-
hooked.

Photo by Bruce Genereaux.

Once across, he returned
for Anita's pack, allowing her
to cross her first snowfield without the complication of a heavy
pack.

The altitude and our loads slowed our pace to one step for each
breath. Jannaand | traversed slowly across the snowfield and met
them on the plateau above. Here, the view changed abruptly from
steep, incised couloirsand valleysto the broad valleys, plateausand
seemingly-endless parade o high peaks of the Kings-Kern-Kaweah
Divide.

Only afew hundred feet away wasalake, bound above by afootball
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field-sized snowfield. "Wow, look at that snowfieldand cornice right
above that lake," | observed excitedly. Thiswaswhere | envisioned
sledding down the pass 2,700 feet over snowfieldsto the Kern River.
But, with only 60% of normal snowfall the previous winter, there
were only afew discontinuous patches at the pass and none below.
Right here though, only ahundred yardsaway, wasaway to partially
fulfill my dream. | could sled down the snow in my kayak, jump off
the cornice and skim across the lake. In my blind enthusiasm, |
quickly untied my boat from my pack frame and started to gear up.

My ideawas greeted with silence. Andy obviously thought " better
safethansorry.” | guess| presumed that anyonewho enjoyed risking
lifeand limb on ClassVwhitewater might also enjoy asidediversion.

Hewas uninterested in thisapparently frivolous activity beyond
the scope d the trip he had planned. | enjoyed spicing up even
difficult trips. But now | had to temper my instinct.

| changed thesubject; " Climbing Mt. Tyndall ison my listfor later
thissummer." | wasgoingto return to the Sierra Nevadafor some
mountaineering later in the summer — part of my training for an
adventure race that fall.

Andy was studying the map and his watch, intent on keeping us
ontrack. "I had planned to makethe river tonight, but getting over
the passtook longer than | thought. Now it lookslikewe might take
anextraday tomakethewholetrip," hesaidtothegroup. "Weshould
keep going." Andy and Anita picked up their packsand set off down
thetrail, leaving usto catch up. What my thought at thistimeshould
have been was "how can we conserve energy and food?"

"Can't we climb Mt. Tyndall now?" asked Janna after Andy and
Anitadeparted. "l wanttodoitwith you. It lookscloseand easy. If
Shepherd's Pass was supposed to be the crux, | can do more." |
thought, "wow," | had just checked my instinct on the sledding and
now the woman | was with wanted to do this side hike. |1 wasina
pickle again.

Knowing that a digression from Andy's plan might negatively
affect group dynamics, | tried to dissuade her, "Do you redlize it's
2,000 vertical. It'll take ustwo hours up and about that down." In
thesilencethat followed, | looked at Jannaand the peak and realized
that having such prizes so close were rare. My conviction faltered.

Inacombined motion of courtesy and advice, | ran downthetrail,
catching Andy and Anita, " Jannaand | aregoingto bag Tyndall. Well
catch you guys on the trail tonight. T'll radio you on the half-hour
after 5 pm with our whereabouts."

| returned to Jannaon the pass, "Hewould rather we stuck with
the plan. Butthe peak isright there, solet's doit quickly." Spoiling
our relationship with Andy and Anita and possibly disrupting the
schedule so early would put our goa at risk, but the peak was
tantalizingly close. Jannareally wantedtodoitand | couldn't say no
to her.

We climbed for two hours through the car-sized boulders and
sharp granite ridges that define Tyndall's northern summit ridge.
Moderate risk, physical exertion near one's limit and stupendous
viewsaf thelocal geography reminded me of why | loved mountain-
eering.

Jannawas a natural climber, but the effects of altitude, exertion
and exposure manifested themselvesin a persistent case of diarrhea.
Adding insult to injury, | had left the one roll of toilet paper in my
pack below.

"It'snormal tosuffer thefirsttimeyougotoaltitude." | observed,
letting her know she wasn't alone in her experience.

On the descent, her gastrointestinal symptoms subsided, but
overall physical weakness persisted, forcing her to crawl crab-like
over steep and mobile scree, slowing usto a round-trip time of six
hours. | had planned onfour. | didn't want to jeopardize thetrip. It
was now 8 pmand | knew Andy and Anita were already resting four
hours ahead. | was suddenly tense and anxious.

After two hoursdf hikinginincreasing darkness onan unmarked
trail that crossed stream channel s, wandered amongst grasstussocks
and through boulder fields, we were tired, cold and frustrated. “I'll
set up thetent here, you dig out somefood for dinner," | said sharply
over thewind and now biting cold.
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Janna had been lagging far behind and my anxiousness was
affectingtheway | treated her. | saw her biting back tears. All of her
effortswere towards keeping up so my additional layer of pressure—
my truculencethreatened our well-being. | hadn't made myself clear
how Tyndall might upset the group's balance, and now it was
upsetting her and my balance too. | had a sinking feeling in my
stomach that we had bit off more than we could chew. And thiswas
only day two o eight. In 31 hourswehad ascended 8,000 vertical feet
and walked about 15 miles, carrying staggering loads. Not trivial.

"Andy, do you copy?' | said for the final time, having failed all
evening to raise himonour two-way radios. Not only areweslowing
our progress, but alsothey would beworried about usovernight. We
ate peanut butter with our fingersstraight out of thejar and suffered
afitful sleep because o thealtitude, wind and cold. | was uncertain
about theeffect d our detour on both thetrip and our relationship.

Day 3. Pacific Crest Trail (11,000feet) to

Junction Meadows (8,000 feet)

Weawokewith thefirst light of dawn, intent onfindingAndy and
Anitaassoon as possibleand following through on our commitment
to the river trip. | couldn't stand the thought o them wondering
about us. I didn't want tolook moreirresponsibleor causethemany
moreworry than we already had. The way Janna hustled down the
trail with me told me she better understood my reaction the day
before when we fell so far behind.

After two hours hiking along an intermittent trail, Andy spotted
us. They finished their breakfast at the junction of Tyndall Creek and
Pacific Crest Trailsand were starting back up thetrail tolook for us.
My heart sunk further, for | thought this was the worst way they
could have found us.

"We are here to paddle the river, not climb mountains, Bruce.
Let's not have any more deviations from the plan. We have only so
much food and time. And the river ahead is an unknown," Andy
calmly, but coolly, entreated. They looked worried. It would take
time to regain Andy's trust. | felt sheepish again, having been
chastised for my impulsiveness. But, already, summiting Tyndall
was standing out in my mind as a significant shared experience for
Jannaand me.

Shortly after lunch we heard the roar of the Kern River from the
indistinct, switchbackingtrail wefollowed. Thewallsdf thecanyon
rose higher overhead as we descended into the heart of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains. We were nearing our maximum distance from
civilization. The river ran
throughforest and appeared to
dropprecipitously afteracouple
of miles. Our sensedf commit-
ment to each other and our
plan solidified.

Our put-in, at 9,200 feet
above sea level, was 51
river-miles from our expected
take-out point. Andy and |
stripped the pack frames from
our boats and added gear that
had been stuffed into the cock-
pit of our kayaksto thewomen'
backpacks. | couldn't fit it all
into Janna's now
bursting-at-the-seams-pack, so
| decidedto bury theexcess. As
| dug the hole, | wolfed down
handfulsdf gorp, knowing that
we would definitively now be
one day short o rations. | felt
as committed as ever.

ClasV e<pajtmn keyakl . The river
descendsa lhetoed amassive
landdide. Anita would, for her first

Phato by Bruce Generealix. time, be responsible for read-

ing the map and finding the
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proposed campsites. As backup, Andy and Anita carried two-way
radios. The women's adventure would include map orienteering,
watching for bears among the giant, 200-foot Jeffrey Pines and
enduring43more milesdf dusty and hottrail. Thewomen staggered
off down the trail aswe launched our boats.

"It looks like about 500 cfs, a good introductory level —not too
pushy," Andy said, judgingtheriver'sflow ashesettled naturally into
his laden boat, a glint in his eye. Unknown wilderness kayaking
awaited. We had driven 25 and 70 hours, respectively and hiked 21
miles over two and a half daysto get to this point. | was psyched to
paddle and glad to be done hiking. | wasalso nervous.

"I've never paddled a boat this heavy before" | said putting my
spray skirt on.

| guessed that my boat would fedl like a runaway torpedo and |
wouldn't be ableto makehalf the eddies| thought | could. 1 knew to
watch carefully for strainers— becausetreesoverhungtheriver asfar
as| could see.

Our boats each weighed about 90 pounds and rode deep in the
water. Paddling and turning took substantially more effort than |
expected. However, greater momentum conversely reduced therisk
of becoming trapped in a hole.

Andy and | fell naturally into the cadence of mutual support
required o difficult and uncharted whitewater. One of us would
proceed down river only asfar ascould beseen from above, where he
would eddy out and signal the easiest lineto the other. Considering
my track record so far on the trip— wanting to sled in my kayak at
12,000 feet and being proven rash and impulsive for following
through on Mt. Tyndall — lwasrelieved that Andy trusted my kayaking
enough to let me scout ahead.

At the end of thefirst day's 400-foot vertical and two-mile-long
descent, Andy ran thefinal 200 yards down steep and technical Class
V water while |, with throw-bag in hand, took photos. He stopped

shortd thebeginning of the mile-long, 800-foot descent to Junction
Meadow. Fromthe portagetrail above, thissection of river appeared
to be continuous Class V whitewater coursing over slabs of granite,
downsheer cascadesand through boulder-choked cataracts. Joining
the Kern River here was the Kern-Kaweah River —an equally-sized
tributary that took a tortuous path through a sinuous canyon and
plunged over 100+ foot water falsjust prior to the confluence. To
our knowledge, neither section had been kayaked before. Weweren't
going to be the guinea pigs.

After a short search, we found Anita and Janna in Junction
Meadow. The scenery was magnificent, yet Jannaseemed oblivious
as she was curled up on her fleece top, eyes closed. "How was the
hiking?" | gently asked.

"I fought with that pack all theway. That was only three miles?
Forty to go? I'll never makeit. That pack must have weighed 100
pounds. It's madefor aman'storso. Thewaist belt popsopenall the
time and the strapsslip off o my shoulders," shesaid. Doubt edged
her voice. | fixed the waist belt and strategized on how to squeeze
more weight into my boat the next morning.

Day 4: Junction Meadow (8,000 fet)

to Kern Hot Springs (6,900 feet)

The next day's paddle covered six miles of Class IVN whitewater
withanaveragegradient of 180feet per mile. Withtheadditiond the
Kern-Kaweah River and then Whitney Creek, weencountered nearly
twicethevolumeof water intheriver. Wewere pushed around more
and the rapids felt much faster.

Jannaand Anita departed camp before usin an attempt to cover
asmuch distance as possible before the sun cleared the canyon rim,
for they didn't have theriver in which to conveniently cool off. Their
trail paralleled the river, but was rarely in sight.
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After afew milesdf kayaking, | yelled to Andy from an eddy inthe
midst of a continuous Class IV+ rapid, "I'm going to run the next
section down to the corner." My confidence to maneuver my heavy
boat in this river had grown.

"Did you scout it?" Andy called back.

"I think it looks OK," | said as | peeled out of the eddy.

| was engulfed immediately in maelstrom of frothing water,
unable to see and desperately trying to stay in control and upright.
Seconds|ater, | glanced off of aboulder and flipped upsidedown. My
head and shoulders careened off dof rocks asthe current relentlessly
tore me downstream. My worst fear in kayaking was still getting
knocked unconscious while upside down. | cringed rememberinga
neck injury | suffered in Bald Rock Canyon. | tucked my head down
to the deck of my boat trying to make asmaller target for the rocks.
Skinwastornfrom my knucklesas| finally forcedaroll. Now upright
again, but severely winded and scared, | careened another 30 yards
like a pinball and drove my boat to shore. Andy witnessed this
reckless carnage and got out of his boat to scout ahead for himself.

Andy signaled back with an X over his head— our sign for "don't
runit."

"There's a strainer," he yelled, his policy of never running any
section of ariver blind just proven correct. Had | continued, | could
have been pinned. Taking such risksisnever responsible. Nearer to
civilization thisbehavior might havebeentolerable, but here, over 30
milesfrom help, such risk was unacceptable. Thelook onAndy'sface
confirmed the lesson.

We found more Class V rapids below and, in our concentration,
almost passed Kern Hot Springs, our intended camp.

Anitaand Jannahad beenat campfor over an hour. "Wesaw abear
today!" Anita proudly reported to Andy. "This morning we saw dry
poop, then it got fresher and fresher till finaly | saw its leg as it
crashed off into the woods— abouta mile up the trail from here."

Jannasaid to me, "I couldn't believe we actually saw a bear. We
were so scared after that we sang loudly from then on!"

That afternoon wetook turnssoakinginthebathtub-sized natural
springattheriver's edge. Jannahauled out watercolor paintsshe had
been carrying. Anitaand Jannaindulged thisluxury while Andy and
| separately cooked dinners. We shared cocktails of Catorade and
whiskey and talked about things other than our trip.

| sensed that, for thefirst time, group dynamics had stabilized. |
felt no awkwardness, despite my previous impulsiveness.

"We made good progress today. Tomorrow we havetogo 10 miles
to Soda Springs, and the gradient decreases to an average o 60 feet
per mile," said Andy, studying the map and marking his cal culations
inhisdiary. "It lookslikeabout 11 milesdf hiking though. Thereare
many side rivers coming in too."

Anitawent over to study the map. "How far to the first stream
crossing? One mile? Lookslike soggy socksall day again!" she said.

Jannasmiled and said, "Let's leave early so we can have another
restful afternoon together in camp."

That night, westored our food in bear-tight boxes provided by the
forest service. At the close of our second river day, a comforting
rhythm had emerged.

Day 5: Kern Hot Springs (6,900 feet) to
Soda Springs (6,300 feet)

Trueto Andy'sanalysis, theriver changed character substantially
as soon as we left Kern Hot Springs. The trees recessed to the
2000-foot-high canyon wallsand city-bl ock-sized meadowsencircled
the meandering river. Every milewe encountered log jamsthesize
of football fields. Wewould guessat the narrowest point and drag our
boats over. After seven miles of this paddle/guess/portage exercise,
the gradient increased and the logjams yielded to smooth-flowing
and uninterrupted ClassIII water all theway to Soda Springs. Andy
and | had a peaceful, uneventful day and arrived at camp before the
women. We reveled in the scale of the canyon, its scenery and the
relative ease of our passage.

Worried about our food situation, | borrowed a fishing rod and
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unsuccessfully tried to augment our food supplies. Sensing that
Jannahad arrived, | stopped fishingand returned tocampareatofind
her curled up beside her pack, flushed and exhausted.

"My feet are burning. It was bone dry and sandy, like a beach
toward the end, and that pack!" she reported. | jumped to my
restoration job—feeding her dinner and naturally carbonated water
from the nearby soda spring.

Later shesaid, "l told Anitathat | might cry, but shewouldn't let
me. We joked on the trail —shesaid | 'shot my wad' on Mt. Tyndall
and was paying for it. 'No crybabiesalowed.' | told her that there
weren't many opportunitiesfor more Tyndall'sin my life,so | had to
seize the moment."

Shelooked at me and smiled. | felt aflush of emotion. Herewas
awomanwhotold mejust how shefelt. There was hosecond-guessing
involved in our relationship.

Janna recovered, but | remained privately concerned. Therewas
a14-mile day coming up. And, while the pack was getting lighter,
with each day's movement down the canyon, the temperature in-
creased and the forest became dustier and dryer.

Day 6: Soda Springs (6,300feet) to
Grasshopper Creek (5,840 feet)

“I'll meet you at the edge of theriver," | called over to Andy, who
wasstuffinghistentintotheback of hisboat. Wehadseenthewomen
off hoursearlier, before thesun cleared thecanyonwall. For thefirst
time, | was ready before Andy and was anxiousto get on the river.

As| lowered my boat down the 20-foot bank leading to the river,
it became suddenly clear that if | held on for another instant, my boat
was going to pull me over a pine needle-covered granite ledge right
over asmall cliff andintotheriver. Ingtinctively, | letthe boat go. It
bounced once, sliced intotheriver, scribed a perfect wakeandstarted
onwithout me. Half of Janna's and my gear and our meager rations
were headed down river without me. Losethem and wewould have
toimmediately walk out 30 milesand misstherest of theriver. | was
seized with dread and | panicked. | yelled to Andy as| sprinted down

Andy Zimet, in a practiced posture, after freeing the author's boat from
entrapment.
Photo by Bruce Genereaux.
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the right of the hole. | ran it successfully
while Andy photographed and held the
throw-bag. Trading places, Andy seemed to
hittheline, but, suddenly complacent, found
himself being drawn back into the hole. 1
watched ashe paddled furiously to escapethe
upstream current, but itinevitably drew him
intoitsrecirculating maw of whitewater. My
heart rose towards my throat as | say my
leader getting a rodeo ride. | prepared to
throw himaline, but Andy fought and used
every technique | had ever seento escapethe
hole, ultimately solving the problem alone.

"I guess| relaxed my guard," hesurmised.
For the first time al trip, the tables had
turned.

Whenwecametotheconfluencewith Dry
Meadow Creek, two miles aboveour take-out,
we had time to spare. We scrambled up the
steep slabs to the seven stacked teacups that
definethecrux of thisfamoustributary tothe
Kern River. | told Andy o the rescue that |
took partin here over ayear before. Wetook
photos and looked at the awesome drops. |
smiled to myself. Andy willingly indulged in
this detour. (Editor's note: Corran Addison
also participated in the rescue that the au-
thor mentions here. That episodewaswidely
discussed in hair boating circles at the time
anditisdetailed inanother chapter in Bruce
Generaux's soon to published book.)

We reached the Johnsondale Bridge at
11:30 am. By noon, the women arrived,
windows down, cool drinks in hand. We
proudly stood together for a photo, all better
friendsafter our experience, proof that group
dynamics can work.

"That hill and the heat wasn't anything
compared totherest of thetrail," Jannasaid,
as we loaded boats on the car. | smiled,
understanding her feeling of confidenceafter
having achieved a major goal.

As we drove north through the Owens
River Valley back to where our car waited at
the trailhead, the Sierra Nevada mountains
rose progressively higher and higher to our
left, culminating at 14,495-foot Mt. Whitney.
"If | saw where wewere going before, | never
would havegottenout of thecar," Jannasaid.
Shetook asip o water, looked againand said,
"But knowingwhat | know now, | would doiit
again if | get the chance.”

That fall, Andy sent mean e-mail.

"Anitaand | are headed to Nepal to do a
first descent onthe Langu Khola, caretojoin
us?' he queried.

Editor's note: Bruce Genereaux is an
independent project manager, resource
economist and adventure sportsman living
in Hanover, NH. This article is excerpted
fromhis soon-to-be published book, Beyond
theComfort Zone: Limitsdf Acceptable Risk,
inwhichthe how and why ofextreme sports
isexamined through tal es ofextremeskiing,
rock climbing, whitewater kayaking and ad-
ventureracing. DenaFoltz ofFreestyleCre
ative in Whitefish, Montana, professionally
editedthebook. Previewother chaptersfrom
the book at www.MysteryMove.com.
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Brig Mitten
Mohawk Canoe Club
Richard Montgomery
Bryan and Patty
Morrison
Jim Moser
Mt. WashtngtonValley
Paddl.
Reuben Munger
R. Scott Murray
Penny S Myers
Dan Mewman
Roy W. Newton
AlexNichols
Jeffery Norman
Gary L Northeimer
Ronald S Novak
Darren C O'Connor
Scott O'Connor
Jesse 0°'Neal
Bill O'Neill
Andrew O'Reilly
Ohio Valley Whitewater
Club
John Oteary
Dave Ormsby
James F. Orofino
Shawn Orth
Outdoor Adventure
Club
Anthony Overberg
Dennis and Molly
Overly
Lee A. Owen
Ozark Wilderness
Waterways
Paul Padyk
Palmetto Paddlers
Mike Paris
Richard Parry
Mark Patterson
Tom Paulson
Nicholas B.
Paumgarten
Laurie 8. Pearl
Dave Perault
Daniel Perka
Fritz Peterson
Annie Petsonk
Robert Hans Pfister
Mike Phelps
Martha Pierce
Margaret Piety
Donald C. Piper
Brad . Piske
Planetary Gear
Steve Plating
Jay Polimann
Bill Pollock
Stan Powell
Chris Prangley
Neal Preston
Douglas Proctor
Leonard Prosnitz
Tom Quarles
Daniel & Denise Rabun
Randal Ramirez
Harley Ransan
Suzanne L Ranson
Gary Rappl
CharlesA Rath
Joel Rea
RobertE Rensch
Christopher Reyna



Rhode Island Canoe +
Kayak Assn.
lan Rice
Jeff Richman
Craig A. Richter
Mark Rickman
Mark A. Ricoy
Joe Riddell
River Riders
W. Leroy Robbins
Mathew Rocca
Gary Rogers
Albert Ross
Robert L Rostermundt
Rolland Ryan
Beth Rypens
Steve Samuelson
Gary and Belinda
Sanda
Gerald B. Saunders
Bill & Kary
Scarborough
Greg and Dawn
Schackel
Pam Schamber
Mark Schappert
Paul Schelp
Janet Schmid
Douglas Schmitt
Rick Schoen
JohnE Schroeder
Christopher Scott
Jim Scott
HerbertM. Scull
Sequoia Paddling Club
Chase Sheridan
Danny Sherr
Andrew Shoemaker
Tanya Shuman
Alan J. Shurman
John Sills
Marc Silverman
Vie Kay Dan & Tom
Simenc
Renee Simmons
Nick Sinderson
Rebekah Sink
Dick Sisson
Lu Anne Sloan
Jim Small
David Smalley
Stacy A Smith
Todd Smith
SMUD
Chris Sneed
Derek D. Snyder
Jeffrey L. Snyder
Johnny Snyder
David Sontum
Joe Sorbello
Southern Trails Inc.
Todd K Spangler
Tim Staley
Bredt Stanley
Dave Stanley
Loren Starcher
Richard Stacnes
Philip A. Starr
Mark Stivers
Rick Stock
Edward Stockman
John F. Stoffel
Steve Stohlman
John Stormon
Kathryn Streletzky
Ken and Fran

Strickland
Stephen W. Strothers
David Stubblefield
Bill Studebaker
Carl W. Suchovsky
Andris Suna
Todd Sutterly
Douglas Swartz
Michael& Caroline

Tanksley
Jeffrey Taschler
Charles E. Taylor
Chris Taylor
Steve L. Taylor
Paul Tefft
Paul Teichert
William Templeton
Michelle Tennant
Tennessee Scenic

Rivers Assoc.
Judy Theodorson
Richard Thistle
William J. Thomas
Rod Thompson
Three Rivers Paddling

Club
Martin Tibble
Lillian Tigard
Bill Tilton
Pam Todd
Toledo River Gang
Chrrstopher Tracy
Tom Tremblay
Tim Troy
Univ. of Tennessee

Knoxville
Scott Unserhill
Dan M. Valens
Marja Van Den Hende
Timothy Van Fleet
Dr. Stephen J. Vanasco
Vermont Paddlers Club
Scott Verseman
Charlie Vincent
Kurt Vogel
Dusrne Wagner
Charles C Walbridge
David Wallace
Steve E Wallace
Steve Wallace
Rich Ward
Gary and Joan Warner
Wasatch Touring
Chris Webster
Grant Weidenbach
Sarah E Weil
Michael Welch
Kara and John Weld
Bill Wells
David Wells
Mark And Andrea

White
Whitewater Paddling

Video Store
Whitewater

Photography
Kant Wigi
Patrick & Bobbie

Wilson
Paul D. Wilson
T. Douglas Wilson Jr.
Graham Winkelman
Nathan Window
Todd and Gina Wiser
Jeff Wogoman
David Wolf

Joanna Wolf
Larry Wolff
Bennet Wolper
Dottie Woodward
Candice Clark Wozniak
Jeryl Yantis
Robert D. Young
Steven Young
Thomas Yurista
Wayne Zaller

Paul Zirkelbach
Bryan J. Zukowski
Bill Zutevich

MAJOR
DONORS 250+

Nancy and Ellis
Alexander

Diane Allemang

John Arthur

William 0. Bank

Jon Becker

Tom Beres

David J. Berg

Len Bethke

Bigfork Whitewater
Festival

Greg Billus

Robin M. Booth

Raymond Bragar

Canoe Cruisers Assn.

Jim Cavo

Chota Canoe Club

Ed Clark

Scott P. and Lori
Duffens

Stephen D. Ensign

Jeff Essmann

Kent Ford

Bob Forster

G.W. Williams
Foundation

Keith Gershon

Edward Gertler

Hans &Gail Geyer

Susan and Robert
Glanville

Dale Griffiths

Howard C. Harden

Andy Held

Randy and Joan
Hodnett

Dan Hoheim

Alan F. James

Elizabeth B. Johns

David K. Joyce

Keel Haulers Canoe
Club

Tim Kelley

Michael Kennedy

Kevin L Lewis

Greg Lind

Mason Dixon Canoe
Cruisers

Sam McCleskey

James and Sandra
McEwan

Scott Mckay

Brian Mellea

Merrimack Valley
Paddlers

Steven Miller MD

Robert & Elizabeth
Molyneaux

Monocacy Canoe Club

Phil Montgomery

Mark Moody

Richard Nagle

National Parks
Conservation Assn.

North Rim Adventures
Sports Inc.

Oregon Community
Foundation

Aida M. Parkinson

Richard Penny

Jeff Petersen

Phateye.com

Aaron Pruzan

Quality Technology
Solutions

Ken Ransford

Rapids Riders

Ted Rowe

Michael Ruby

Mike Joyce and Linda
Ryan

Laura Schachet

Eric and Tera Schreiber

Norwood Scott

Bill and Maryl Sedivy

Shasta Paddlers

Norman Sims

Small World
Adventures

Mowry Smith

Peter F. Smith

Spencer Walker Press

Rok Sribar

Charles Still

Richard and Pam
Sullivan MD

Mac and Molly
Thornton

Robert C Tyler

Mark and Karen
V'Soske

Christopher W. Walker

Peter L. Weingarten

Werner Paddles

{an Daniel Wessler

Dane White

Sue Whitney

John D. Wolken

Patrick Wyman

Scott Young

Andy Zimet

$500+

Sarah B. Anderson

Jane Bernstein

CLSJ Foundation

Michael M. Carroll

Chester County
Community
Foundation

Thomas J. Christopher

James L Corey

David A. Decoursy

Carl J. Erb

Extrasport

Michael French

Benno Friedman

Sue and Mort Fuller

Bob Gedekoh

Bruce M. Genereaux

Gilman Falls White
Water Rodeo

Jennie Goldberg

Edward and Ann
Hanrahan

Charles L Harris

Robert W. Harris

James & Cicely Holmes

Chris Kelly

Bill Krissoff

Jeffrey R. Leighton

Jane A. Majeski

Garth and Shirley
Marston

Bill and Anne Masters

Graham Matthews

JohnMoran

Russell H Patterson

Pruzan Foundation

Jason D. Robertson

Bob Rock

Scott Rosenbaum

Steve Scarborough
Family

Risa Shimoda

Spar Aerospace

Eric J Starr and
Kathryn Chinnook

Styrofoam Cup

lke & Kim Tanabe

Stephen & Kimberly
Ward

Washington Kayak Club

Andy Woodard

51,000+

Landis Arnold

David Baer

Keith Beck

Lee Belknap

Rich Bowers

Luke Bradford

Yvon and Melinda
Chouinard

Coastal Canoeists inc.

Colorado Whitewater
Assn

Jim Compton

Ken Frederick

Joel E Freedman

French Broad River
Festival

Georgia Canoeing
Assoc.

Joseph Greiner

Jim Haines

Rob Heineman

Kevin Howe

Immersion Research

John Jerger

KCCNY

Moose Festival

Peter Muller

KarenMurray

Nantahala Outdoor
Center

Laurie Jean Nye

PG&E National Energy
Group

Joe Pulliam

Russell Fork
Rendezvous

Adrianne & Eric Ryan

Skyfest

Kevin St. John

Gordon Steindorf

Barry Tuscano

John K. Victor

John R. Wilson

Woodard Family
Foundation

$2.500+

Bluegrass Wildwater
Assoc.

Cloud Mountain
Foundation

Clovis Foundation

Stephen H. Daniel

Edwin Hlavka

Arden and Sherry
Olson

Pielsticker Charitable
Lead Trust

Rivers Council Of
Washington

T. Braedens Printing

MAJOR
FOUNDATION
GRANTS

Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation

Great Lakes
Preservation Council

Joy Foundation

Jay PK. Kenney
Foundation

Murray Foundation

Packard Foundation

Patagonia

Pew Charitable Trusts

Tides Foundation




KAYAKING YUKON$ FIRTH RIVER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 41

backwash. The right routeisobstructed by a
shelf of rock protrudingintotheriverandthe
firstlonghole. Mollyand | areinlongtouring
boats from Jack's collection of hot 1970s
fiberglass boats. Wewalk — the holeis too
big a risk. In a Dagger RPM, Joe punches
what he has to and makes the sharp right
movetoavoid thebig hole. More ClassIlI fun
follows down to our next camp at Sheep
Creek.

Before the trip, the Canadian park rang-
ersin Inuvik told uswewould have an excel-
lent chance of seeing the main body o the
Porcupine caribou herd — perhaps 100,000
animals— ontheir migration back to Canada
from their calving grounds in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. Viewing thewhole
herd on the move is said to be one o the
grandestwildlifeexperiencesthissided Tan-
zania. Therangerssaid theherd often crosses
theFirthintheSheep Creekarea. Sofor afull
day we hike to higher ground in T-shirt
weather for grand viewsdf thetreelessland-
scape. We look in one valley, and the next,
and the next. But not one caribou.

The following day we are back winding
down the slot canyon for dozens o Class11+
and ITI drops, and spend an exhilarating hour
at possibly thefarthest northernsurfingwave
ontheAmerican mainland. Wemakecampat
ajumble of huge rocksat Caribou Creek and
Vicky prepares another round of hot soup
and a delicious one-dish dinner concoction
from scratch. As on most evenings, it is
breezy and mostly sunny with temperatures
in the sixties and seventies and only a few
mosquitoes. With the consumption of ample
wine, we begin to feel poetic. We read aloud
the vivid Robert Service poems about the
arduous lifein the Yukon at the turn of the
last century, poems with titles like, "The
Cremation of Sam McGee,” and" The Spell o
the Yukon." The next morning we paddle a
bit and then climb out of the canyon to the
broad valley country above to seea " caribou
fence." This fence is actually a line of rock
cairn structures (“inuksuit") placed by
Inuvialuit hunters many centuries before.
They were designed to encourage caribou to

moveintodepressionsinthelandscapewhere _

the hunterswould liein wait.

As the day proceeds, the canyon walls
become lower and the river broadens and
dows. We encounter another grizzly who
scoots up the canyon side. Birds are becom-
ing more numerous than ever. We have seen
golden eagles, peregrine falcons, rough-
legged hawks, loons, tundra swans, arctic
terns, semi-palmated plovers, lesser yellow-
legs, and futuristic-looking jaegers, among
other species. We also notice a marked in-
crease in mosquitoes. No longer do they
comeoccasionally one by one. They comein
blizzards.

This evening we camp at Last Mountain,
the fina hill before we emerge onto the
coastal plain. Joe, Mally and | put onour full
bug battle gear and head up. A bull caribou
comesup very closetowithin 25feet or so but
scampers on across the river. They aways

seem to beinahurry to get tothe southeast,
now that the calving is done. As we hike
awkwardly acrossthetussocks, hugeswarms
of mosquitoes produce a constant whine. If
we stop walking, our bug jackets (awonder-
ful invention) aresoon covered by hundreds
of wandering mosquitoes. We occasionally
scareupapair of nesting ptarmigans, whogo
into their broken wing routine. After hiking
back to camp, we quickly eat and dive behind
mosquito netting.

On our next to last day, we head around
the edge of Last Mountain and into the cold
crosswinds of the coastal plain. The bugs
disappear. After afew miles, Joe gets out in
front and paddlesover towardsthebig" dead"
pile of fur. After the animal strugglesto its
feet, what emergesfrom the dust cloud isa
rare musk ox. He ambles off awkwardly with
hislong, thick, shaggy fur swayingfromside
toside. Heisnot afraid of us.

Out on the spit on our last day, our float
planeisvery late and its getting towards 10
pm. But eventually we detect the engine
drone, andshout, " Deplane, deplane." Packed
up in the plane, we swoop up a couple o
thousand feet and head east along the coast.
Wehaveafull view of the plain and the ocean,
al theway out tothewhite glow of the polar
ice cap, perhaps 50 miles offshore. Below is
all wilderness except for an occasional native
fishcamp, until wecomedown onalakenear
Inuvik.

It wasa privilege to be in the Arctic with
Jack Hession who, for over 30 years, hasbeen
one of the most outspoken wilderness advo-
catesin Alaska. Just as rewarding participat-
ing in a wilderness trip with Vicky Hoover,
editor of the SierraClub's Alaskanewsletter
and cook/outfitter extraordinaire. Thesefolks
have been showing others great wilderness
places for many years, and how, over time,
the relentlessforces of development are en-
croaching on the wilderness.

These forcesand their shillsin Washing-
ton should not be alowed to despoil the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Big oil al-
ready hasaccesstomostall of thenorthslope
of Alaska, from west of the Refuge to the

Bering Sea, and has made a royal messdf it,
with roads, il drilling spoil piles, oil spills,
etc. Bigoil saysit only wantsthe part of the
refugealong the coastline, which happensto
be exactly the prime birthing area for mil-
lions o migratory birds and mammals. Big
oil saysthere arelotsdf caribou at Prudhoe
Bay, but that is because the workers have
shot away the predators. Can't there be just
oneareathat they leavealone?

The Canadian Government is strongly
opposed to opening up the coastal plain of
theArctic refugefor fear the Porcupine cari-
bou herd could be lost or severely depleted,
whichwould threaten the subsi stence way of
life o the Gwich'in o the Yukon Territory
and east-central Alaska. By setting aside the
magnificent Ivvavik National Park our neigh-
bors have protected key migratory habitat of
the herd. Now it us up to Americans as own-
erso theherd'scalvinggroundstofinishthe
jobby adding the coastal plain tothe Wilder-
ness System.

Last August the House of Representatives
narrowly voted to lease part o the coastal
plain as part of alarger energy hill. In 2002,
theSenate isexpected to vote onacompeting
energy bill by the Senate majority that does
not open the coastal plain to oil and gas
devel opment. It promisesto beoned thekey
conservation tests of the decade.

Please contact your Senators and urge
themto opposeany effort to openthe coastal
plainof therefugeto oil exploration or drill-
ing. Writeyour SenatorsatHon. |
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510, or cal
the Capitol switchboardat (202) 224-3121to
be connected directly to your Senators' of-
fices. For more information, contact Vicky
Hoover at the SierraClub AlaskaTask Force
at (415)977-5527.

Editor's note: Mac Thornton was a mem-
ber of American Whitewater's Board for
many years and is one of the founding
father's of the West Virginia Rivers Coalition.

Vicky Hoover, Molly Carr, Mac Thornton, Jack
Hessim at the "Caribou Fence." Photo by Joe Bryson.
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By David Crockeft

"What do you think?" asks my dad.
"I'm walking," | reply.

"You haven't even seen it yet!"
"I'm still walking."

“Why?”

"It's Sunshine Rapid. | don't fedl like
running Class |V today.”

"I'm running it," chipsin Buck.
"You haven't even seen it yet!”
"I'vebeenwaiting torunthisrapid all

hole, untouched,

Arkansas River. The ultimate rush. i
but upside down.

Ten minufes later I'm perched

summer. |t will befun." on a rock, camcorder in hand. Most
€L s " Danny leads the pack. Buck fol- 13year oldsinthis
This isn’t about the rush,” I reply. : ; o

" . P lows himand my dad spots kind of situation
The rush is everything,” Buck an- Buck from the behind. wouldthink exactly
SWers, ~~ Ron is on a rock, this,"” Screw thisl'm

bailing!"  Instead

throw ropein hand,
Buck tries a hand

It's a warm late prepared for the

summer day in Colo- worst. | focusin ~roll. ~ But he
rado. I'm here on Buck. He's going to shouldn't  have
kayaking the Arkan- be where the action jsat loaded his boat with railroad

and| know it. Buckmisses spikes. After three unsuccessful hand roll

his line at the top and attempts he hits his head onarock. My dad

washes over arock. Not  follows him helpless, but not worried. This
acareintheworld. They  stuff_happensto Buck alot

sas River with my dad
and younger brother
Buck. We're scouting
Sunshine Rapid, the

toughest one o the day. navigate boulders and Two more hand roll attempts and Buck
My dad's friends Ron and rocksandapproachthe  findsarock and pushes himself upright. He
Danny are with us. Thisis hole. notices that hisspray skirt was suckéd of in

my second trip through the . My dad'sspecificinstruc-  thehole. Becausehisboat isfull of water and
Roya Gorge. Earlier this tionsto Buck, "Follow Danny'slineand  the railroad spikes aren't helping, Buck has
spring my dad got thrashed in run the hole to the right." Did | toswim. Inapool below a man asks Buck if
this same rapid, but at alower ~ water mentionthatbothmydadandBuck he wants to sit

level. We round a corner and thesickening ~ are dyslexic? Buck stops paddling
hole in Sunshine comes into view. It's the and driftstoward the hole. Not a
trademark of the rapid. | fedl like I've been careintheworld. He'sbeing swept
punched in the stomach. Aknifesitsinmy into a Class IV hole and doesn't
belly. even know it, or care.
"I'mwalking." | say again. He needsto paddle instead of
Wescout the rapid lookingforaline. My ~ sittingthereandstaringatit. Ron
dad pointsout aslot whereyou can avoid the ~ shouts, "Paddle Buck, Paddle!"
hole on river right. It's theonly line. Class The knife pokesat my belly. The
TTT+. Buck collects railroad spikes, not even  most horrifying thing is the in-
looking at the rapid he's about to run. If | nocent curiosity on Bucks face.
weren't soscared I'd seetheslot. Butall | see Boom! Bam! He's swal-
isaroaring white beast that would takemeas ~ lowed. Troutfood. Hole meat. A
an appetizer. | might as well be a buffalo  buffalo wing. Five feet under
wing. Noway. water and all | can see is his
Buck, ontheother hand, seeshischance paddle poking out of the foamy
at bragging rights and a chance at running Wwater. Bv the shear mercy o
one o the most notorious rapids on the theriver he's endered out of the
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MYy Adventures on the Arkansas River

-

o

down and take a break. "What for?" Buck
asks.

| decideits best to portage and continue
down river. | look at the video that night in
the safety and comfort of our home and
think, "How many 15year olds get to do this
stuff every weekend?' Amazing.

At school the next Monday no oneredlly
cares. I'm known as the little sophomore
with al theriver stories. Afew close friends
takeinterest and actually believe me. Being
named David Crockett doesn't help either.

All the other kids have different priori-
ties, football, and homecoming, whatever. |
think itsall abig joke. Therest of the week
my thoughts dwell on the upcoming
Westwater trip.

Westwater was great. Thingsworked out nicely and | got to
sitinthedesert canyonsalone by myself, drifting dreamily along
the Colorado River. The solitude and beauty alone was madly
addicting.

Buck got munched in Sock-1t-To-Me. He hand rolled up in
thetrough of ahugewave. I've never seensuchagrin. | flipped
twice in Funnel Fals, but rolled up each time and held onto my

addle.
P Skull rapid was nothing.

It's awonderful life.

Editor's note: With a brother like Buck, and a name like
Davey Crockett, how can you help but be the
King of the Wild Frontier???

D-,]Rnl Dwlavergr in Chils
Prentn by JorsH Andhong
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boat being'drained.
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IS at

by Martin Radigan, Jay Drury, and Gree Herring

(an Aw associate editor and worksfor National Geographic)

Egbert has Class 5 A.D.D.
Sometimes he figures out
shuttle, but rarely doesthe beer
wind up at the take-out. Egbert
whispers "skirt, helmet, paddle,
skirt, helmet, paddle,”" under his
breath just to keep things to-
gether. He wants to do more
though. He wants to volunteer
atariver festival, head up a new
conservation project, jumpfrom
an airplane...hell, stop getting
trashed in big holes. Egbert — he
getsworkedworsethan TheZone
Dogg, Grayson, and Corran at a
feminist convention. Unfortu-
nately, Egbert just can't findtime
in hisbusy paddling schedule to
do anything else. If there were
only something smaller that he
could do...If hecould only have
better lines.. ..

Luckily, Egbert isa member
of American Whitewater, theor-
ganization that makes so much
o hisobsession possible. Noone's
really sure, but most experts
agree that those who aren't AW
members go to the bottom o
hell, along with jet-skiers. And
worse than eternal damnation,
their karma is f#$%@*. Work-
ings in holes, flat tires in east
bumblef#$%, skunked brews,
getting violated by angry
rednecks on bourbon, getting
violated by yuppieson Prozac—
yep, it's best not to take chances.
If you're notamember, consider
it. Egbert's a member; he even
sportsthe AW sticker on his car
to impress chicks. His karma's
been good, but not great.

On his way to the local
playspot he stops to satiate his
fierce and expensive Starbucks
addiction. The cutie behind the
counter tells him to take his
double latte, non-fat, light-on-
the-whip, sprinkle-of-cinnamon,
and a twist-of-lemon-on-the-
house with a wink. Egbert at-
temptstoask her out but forgets

that he is wearing his capilene
undershirt. This particular shirt
has been worn under his drysuit
35+ times without so much asa
decent wringing out. She
wrinkles her nose and tells him
she's got a boyfriend or husband
orsomething. Unscathed, Egbert
suits for solid session at S-turn
on the Potomac. As he heads for
the heated bathrooms at Great
Fals Park in MD he stumbles
acrosssomeone'simproperly dis-
posed of cheesy poof bag. "What
the heck," he thinks to himself,
and he picksit upand tossesitin
the trash can. Suddenly, the
Starbucks kicksin and he scam-
persforastall. Now,asal drysuit
owners know, the last thing you
want is a big to-do on the com-
modewhen suited up. Wouldn't
you know it! Egbert saunters out
of thestall with a clean getaway—
hisfirst inyears. Thingsthey are

alookin’ up.

What Egbert didn't know,
what you're going to learn here
today, is that there is a proven
way toimproveyour river karma,
away to appease the all-impor-
tant River Gods. You see, the
River Gods (and no, they are not
team Wavesport) loath people
leavingtrashinandaround their
sacred waters. Asfor Egbert, he's
seenall typesd trash on rivers.
Dead dear, dead bear, dead meat,
dead ends, deadheads, floating
coolersof beer (ok,sothisisn'ta
bad thing), plastic barrels, blow
up dalls, bottles, cans, etc....
Egbert didn't put that stuffthere,
butsomewherein hisbrainrang,
"skirt, helmet, paddle, pick up
trash." It's like some lady once
said (Mother Theresa) "We can-
notdogreatthingsonthisearth.
Wecan only dosmall thingswith
greatlove." Or likesome paddler

Chart / Diagram One

Side note: these AW folks work hard! If you aren't already
a member, consider joining. If you are a member and have

extra time, consider volunteering (good karma).
—

Note: Years of research wentinto the following formula.

Dead deer, bears and chicken liver

-remove at your own risk — not advisable =.... 0 points
Empty packs of Valtrex® = .....coneeemecrnneemnnecnseennns 1 point
Paper= .. rett oot petstrenir s 1 point
GlASST e nranes 2 point
PlASHICT ettt see s s e 3 point
SEYTOfOAMT e siser e e 4 point
BIOWUP dOHIST woreeereermenrerrerereereereseersessessenecsnenennens 5 point
Red BUll CaNS= ... 3.14 points.

(causeyou know it ain't the fishermen
dropping $2+ on this crap!}
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once said, "Dude, this trash is
nasty, dude!"

Fact is, the River Godsappre-
ciateitwhenyou helpcleantheir
sacred waters. They aretherefore
are less likely to make a train
wreck of your carefully planned-
out line down a rapid. Let'sface
it,withtoday'slow-volume,dicey
designs, you can't fit awholelot
in your boat. The good news is
that extensivestudiesfinditonly
takes one or two pieces d trash
toimprove river karmadramati-
cally. How does that saying go,
"Takeonly memories, leaveonly
linear shavings?' Well it should
say,"Takememoriesand acan or
two." Egbert haslearned. Now he
takesmemoriesandan old bottle
or two and leaves only...well,
occasionally heleavessomething
at the Great Falls restroom, but
mostly he just leaves footprints
and good lines.

Egbertisnow stylin' and you
can betoo. Try pickingupapiece
or two o trash and see if your
karma doesn't get better. Think
about it: if everyonetook apiece
of trash of the river every time
they paddled, our playgrounds
wouldn't look so much like the
back of our cars. Urban rivers
have more trash, and more pad-
dlers(twodifferent things, hope-
fully) and thus more potential
trash-picker-uppers. And keepin
mind, the more obnoxious the
trash the more river karma for
gettingrid d it. Seediagram one
(with approximate karmic val-
ues). Paper isn't worth as much
as Styrofoam because it biode-
grades much faster. So, when
you're standing above that big
drop contemplating, consider
looking around for asmall piece
of garbagetothrow inyour boat.
Your karmaand linesaresureto
improve, and even if they don't,
the river will.
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The Open Boat

By Robert nars

"Frozenhead isgoing to live
up to it's name tonight." |
thought, aswesat around a smol-
deringcampfireoneMarch night
afew yearsago. Wewere camped
at Frozenhead State Park on the
Cumberland Plateau in Tennes-
see and it was wet and getting
cold. Everything from my sleep-
ing bag to the firewood was
soaked and by morning all my
paddling gear would be frozen.
The campgrounds were almost
empty. The large group d open
boatersfrom Indiana had Ieft for

North Georgiathat afternoonand =

there was just one other boater
in the campground, a kayaker
from Chicago. He had one o
"them new fangled rodeo boats
that's all the rage." He was sit-
ting alone on a wet stump in a
cold camp. Normally we would
have asked him over to enjoy our
fire, but we’ve beenmeeting some
"queer folk” or should | say "odd
birds," lately at Frozen Head and
decided that if he wanted to sit
shivering inacold camp by him-
self, then that was his business.

Before long our efforts at
buildingafirepaid off and flames
beganlicking outfrom under the
mound of wet firewood. As the
warmth of thefire drove off the
chill, our spiritsroseand agreat
merriment began. | guess it was
too much for the loner for he
soon walked over, introduced
himself as Dave Somebody, and
asked if he could sit around the
firewith us. Wewelcomed himto
our camp, did the usual intro-
ductions and he sat down. He
didn't talk much, mostly listened
and chuckled at our jokes. We
had run Island Creek that day for
the first time and were vividly
recounting the carnage. After a
lull in the conversation Richard
Mann looked over to the loner
and asks, "What did you paddle
today?' TheL oner rubbed hisface
inhishandsand staredat thefire
for a few seconds as if he was
trying to gain his composure.
Then he told us this story.

“1 just got out of medical
school and am working as an
intern at adowntown hospital in

Chicago. I'd been working 20
hour shifts in the ER when |
suddenly found myselfwith afew
daysoff. | justwanted togetaway
and spend some time paddling,
but | only knew one other pad-
dler in Chicago and he couldn't
go. But hesaid, " Just drive down
to Frozen Head State Park in
Tennessee. It's raining torrents
ontheCumberland Plateau right
now. Therelll be plenty of pad-
dlers down there. Just find a
group and hook up with them."
So after an umpteen-hour
drive through snow, then rain |
finaly pulled into Frozen Head
and there wasn't a sole in the
campground. | sat in my tent in
the drizzle, wondering if | had
made this trip in vain. Finadly |
heard thefamiliar rumbledof hot
engines and looked out my tent
toseefivevans, loaded downwith
boats pulling into the camping
area. "My salvation!" | thought.
“T'llgivethemawhil eto set camp,
then go over and see if | can
paddle with them tomorrow."
When | walked over to their
camp | noticed they had Indiana
Tags and some old tandem ca
noeson their vans. Uponfurther
inspection they were ALL old ca-
noes. They even had the old
Styrofoam blocks for floatation.
"Surely there's a kayak or two
stuffed in between dl those ca-
noes," | prayed. But there was
notaone. Thegroupwasontheir
way to the Chatooga when they
heard of the rain on the Plateau
and stopped off for afew daysto
paddle the Obed. The leader of

Picasso

the group was a gray haired old
fox who considered himself a bit
of a "culture vulture" (don't
ask....). When | told him my cir-
cumstances he reluctantly in-
vited meto paddlewithhisgroup,
"aslong as you can handle Class
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IITwhitewater and be ready leave
camp by 9amsharp." | said that
would be fine and went back to
my tent and went to sleep.

"I heardyour groupdriveinto
camp around midnight. | saw
your boats this morning and
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thought about trying to hook up
with you guys but nobody was
awake in your camp. At 8:30 am
the Culture Vulture called me
over for a meeting. They were
concerned because the
Emory@OQOakdale was at
30,000cfs. "Everything is going
tobetoo hightoday accept maybe
Crab Orchard Creek," said the
Vulture. "But it's a rare treat to
get on Crab Orchard. It's got 8
miles of continuous Class II-I1I
whitewater!"

Whenwearrived at theput-in
for Crab Orchard there was at
least three feet of water going
over theford. Once again we had
ameetingwiththeVulture. "I've
never seen this creek so high
before," hesaid. "Thisisgoing to
be pushy with few if any eddies.
Theupper section may bewashed
out but the lower section will
have some huge reaction waves
and monster holes." The
Vulture's voice sounded grave
and his apprehension spread to
therest o the group. Everybody
seemed nervous as we put on.

The CultureVultureand Mrs.
Vulture took the lead and set a
blistering pace. Therapidsinthe

first few miles were washed out
but the scenery was beautiful. As
thecreek cut intothe plateau the
rapids began to get rambunctious
and constant. We kept passing
wonderful surfing waves but
whenever | stopped to surf the
group left me behind and | had to
paddle hard tokeep up. | suddenly
cameto the best surfing hole I've
ever seen. Thiswavewaslongand
smooth as glass with a dynamic
eddy that would feed you back
when you washed out. This was
thewavel'd been longing for dur-
ing those nightmare episodes in
the ER.

| stopped and surfed thiswave
and the stress washed away with
thewater. | don't know how long
| surfed but when | looked down
streamtherewasn'taboat insight.
I quickly snapped out of thetrance
and began paddling down stream
asfast as| could. When | rounded
a bend | spotted the group. They
were packed almost bow to stern
andstill paddling hard. Therapids
were moreintense now, ClassIII-
IV, narrow and pushy. As | began
tocatch uptothegrouptherewas
a sharp bend to the left in the
stream. Suddenly something

Nostalgia

By: DavidJ. Kloberdanz

The day was perfect. The Or-
egon sun dropped rays o bril-
liance on the crystal clear river,
whichflowedin perfect unity with
the surrounding redwoods. | sat
at the mouth of the canyon lis-
tening to the distant rumble of
the unknown. With a confident
and inquisitive expression Ben
asked me, "Areyou ready to take
the plunge?" It had already been
along day o paddling and the
confidenced thegroupwas quite
different. TheTacilmasection of
the Rogue River was a simple
challenge for Ben and Erik who
were experienced boaters and
localsin thearea. Ben and Erik
had moved toAshland, Oregonto
finish their college careers, but
most importantly to indulge in
their kayaking addiction. Bill
and | were rookies to this new
adrenaline sport.

"Sohow hardisit?"Bill asked
in a solemn tone. "l'd say it's
solid Class IV with some ClassV

consequences,” replied Ben. The
skinaround hiseyeswaswrinkled
by overexposuretothesun. This
would be a real test for ussince
we had only begun to pit our
kayaking skills against the more
challenging aspects of the river.
Itwasspring break for us, andwe
werealongway from home. Just
two daysago, we made the eigh-
teen-hundred-mile trip to this
pristine area, in hopes of pad-
dling some of the most magnifi-
centriversinthewest. Whilethe
four milesdof paddling up to this
point had been challenging in
itself, the canyon belowwould be
the true test. Wewere the only
group ontheriver theentireday
andthat gaveusadreamlikefeel-
ing of uncertainty. The remain-
ing mile o river consisted of six
sharpturnsthatwould haveto be
negotiated with great skill. Ben
outlined the details of thegorge:
six-foot tall waves, a number of
recirculating hydraulics, andnu-

caught my eye. It seemed that
just before the Culture Vulture
passed out f sight there was some
intense movement from hisboat.
Asthe next boat in line rounded
the bend the paddler began flail-
ing madly with his paddle before
dropping out of sight. Every one
else had seen this too and they
began trying toferry or catch an
eddy, but thecurrentwastoofast
and offered no eddies. | watched
in horror as each o the canoes
rounded thebend. Eachtimethey
reacted with sheer terror. The
last boater actually jumped out
of his canoe and tried to grab
hold o thetreeson thebank, but
was inevitably swept around the
bend. "Now | know what alem-
ming must feel like" | thought.
As | too was swept around the
bend.

What | saw was terrible yet
dazzlingand beautiful. Therewas
ahuge pinetreefallenacrossthe
streamand onit were piled these
brilliantly colored canoes gleam-
ingin thesunlight. The pilewas
writhing with arms, legs, heads
and torsos. It looked like....a
Picaso!”

When Dave said that every-

merous bouldersand logsto ma-
neuver around, in a canyon en-
closed by matching fifty-foot
walls. If wedecided to enter the
canyon, therewould be no turn-
ing back. The canyon isimpos-
sible to exit once you're in it
because the walls are so shear
and steep. Rescue is nearly im-
possible. Enteringthiscanyonis
adecisionnot to betakenlightly,
not to be made in haste, and not
to be made with reservations.
Just one night prior we had
givenintoalcoholic excessatthe
Katwok, a trendy bar in down-
town Ashland. Theloud blaring
music had givenway to thespon-
taneous lights of the smoky bar,
asweletlooseand laughed at Bill
twirling a local girl around in
circles on the dance floor. His
fake ID worked and he made the
most of the opportunity to expe-
riencethethrill of drunken mad-
ness in a public establishment.
At the other end of the club, Erik
and | stood like statues, occa-
sionally glancing to thefrail bal-
cony abovewhere 4 or 5 scantily
dressed youngladiesgroped each
othertoeveryone'sapproval. This
wasacultureshock for Billand |
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body in the camp roared with
laughter. | saw Dave's shoulders
shakingashetoo burstoutlaugh-
ing. Finally Gary Gurkin asked,
"Well?What happened?"

"There were so many boats
piled up on the tree that it
dammed up the creek and cre-
ated acalmspot along the banks.
| was able to shore my boat, get
out and start pulling people and
boats off the tree. Remarkably,
besides a few scratches and
bruises, no onewas hurt."

That moment was like an
emotional damburstingfor Dave.
He was a different man after-
wards, talking and joking likewe
were old friends. The next day
Dave joined us and we paddled
Crooked Fork Creek at arespect-
ablelevel of 3.7'.

When we got to the take-out
Dave said, "Man, that was the
hardest thing I've ever run!" Ri-
chard looked at him and said,
"Well how long have you been
paddling?’

Dave said " Six weeks."

"SIX WEEKS!" we al gasped
in unison.

"Yeah, but | paddied alotin
those six weeks." Dave replied.

whoweren't useto the generous
ratio of 3 girlsto every guy. At
midnight, we were all drenched
in sweat and reeking of acohol
dancing in tight clusters of
people. Erik, standing six-foot-
fivewasalwaysvisibletousashe
danced with a dozen different
girls,and he waved hisgiantarms
in perfect rhythm with the hip-
hop music. The pungent poison
o rumandwhiskey enriched our
blood and fueled the freedom in
our hearts.

Itwastwoo'clock inthemorn-
ing when we gathered on the
sidewalk in front of the Katwok.
The demanding day of boating
ahead of ushad becomeasblurry
asour vision. My friends stood
there on the sidewalk laughing
as| ran upto alow-set Mustang
and tapped on the window. A
Hispanic man with a thick gold
necklacegreeted me withatooth-
less smile. In a drunken slur |
asked, "Do you think we could
catcharidewith you?' "Yeg no
problem," replied the buzzed
gangster without hesitation. All
four of us crammed into the
Mustang and we soon felt the
neck-bending acceleration as he



stepped on the gas. As the car
reached 70 milesan hour onthe
residential street we were too
drunk to feel concerned. Before
we knew it, we were being
dropped off infront of theapart-
ment. Wefdl out of hiscar and
watched him burn rubber into
the black night.

Weall had hangoversthat next
morning. Bill seemed to be suf-
fering the most. On his initial
launch into the river he was au-
tomatically flipped, and moving
fast under the water, he hit his
head on arock. Thiswasn't the
kind of confidence booster Bill
waslooking for onthemost chal -
lenging river he had ever at-
tempted. Afterall, thiswasonly
thewarm-up section; weweren't
eventothegorgeyet. Erik exited
hisboat at the mouth of the can-
yon to retrieve his water bottle
and told Bill, "You gottamake a
decision for yourself, but per-
sonally, | think youcandoit. It's
not that much harder than the
stuff you've aready done on the
river, you just need to believe in

Breathi

yourself." Bill's indecision was
causing me to doubt myself and
question whether | should take
the plungedown thismysterious
canyon. After 10 minutesdf soul
searching, Bill decided to walk
themile-longsection because he
had a funny feeling. After Bill's
decision the focus in the group
shifted to me, the other hesitant
Colorado boy. Benand Erik out-
lined once again the details of
what lay ahead, and they glori-
fied the aesthetic and enchant-
ing qualitiesd thesteep canyon.
Asthe sun madeit's slow retreat
onthehorizon Ben looked at me
and asked, "Are you with us?"
Glancing toward the horizon
where the river disappeared, |
tookadeep breathandsaid, "L et's
doit."

| had only been kayaking for
one year, but during that time,
whitewater had become an ob-
session for me—a way o life. As
arock climber | appreciated the
feeling of adrenaline release, but
most importantly | appreciated
theopportunity to dosomething

different, something that many
peoplewill never havetheoppor-
tunity to experience. Whether it
was climbing mountains, seal-
ingshear rock walls, skiing steep
mountain chutes, or booming
down flooding rivers, | loved the
entireexperience of adventurein
nature. Pushing the limits of
experience and risk made mefeel
alive, it made me understand my
place on earth.

Finally thetime had cometo
enter the canyon. Erik led the
way into the mouth o the can-
yon followed closely by Ben and
me. Aswe paddled closer to the
entrance o the canyon | noticed
thewallson either side growing
higher and higher asthe noise of
smashing water seemed to grow
exponentially. | felt like agladi-
ator enteringthenoisy coliseum.
Suddenly theriver madeaninety-
degree turn to the right and
wham, we were committed. |
temporarily lost sight o Erik as
he was swallowed up by a huge
rolling wave only to reappear
fifty-feet downstream, nestledin

asmall cove on the right side of
theriver. | took several powerful
paddle strokes and smashed
through the waves, dlicing into
theeddy next to Erik. Withabig
fat smile on hisface Erik looked
at meand said, "Welcometo the
jungle Within a matter of sec-
onds Ben zoomed into the eddy
aswell, and with a business like
expression turned his boat and
said,"Followmeguys." Hepealed
out d the eddy and back intothe
chaos of whitewater.

We continued down the tight
canyoninasystematicline, each
bracingagainst theviolentwaves
and hydraulics. As we reached
the third turn Ben screamed,
"Eddy right now!" as he paddled
violently against thecurrent. We
were almost halfway down the
canyon already and we had to get
out of our boatstoscout thenext
rapid. Asl pulled the spray skirt
off my boat | noticed my erratic
breathing, and felt my heart
pounding through my lifevest. |
also noticed the severity of the
moment. Onehundred-footwalls

Gorilla*

By Josh Bethea

| love this place,
it scares me.

(okay) float

the notch, sucking me
into obligations.
Nothing to lose or gain,
except life

Stroke, glide

to boiling
pseudo-safety.

now, timeto thrive
Yep, the big drop,

"spanking the monkey,"
slide...slide...

Stroke.

water fills my eyes,

| findly see...Life!

I'm alive!
Gorillarecreates me
every time.

S ——

LV
LUNCH VIDED MAGAZIME

L
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* Gorillaisaninfamouswaterfall among kayakersworl d-
wide. Itliesinthe"Narrows" of the Green River Gorge, North
Carolina. " Spanking the Monkey," is common reference to

running this particular rapid.
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surroundeduson eitherside,and
the river in front of us looked
extremely turbulent. Thisrapid
required aforty-foot ferry to the
river-left sidein order toavoid a
largeundercut boulder that could
pinaboat or person indefinitely.
After asuccessful ferry thewater
slide continued before blasting
off aten-footwaterfall. Aftertak-
ing afew deep breaths | paddied
intotheriver, madeastrongferry,
and was instantly taken by the
current around the corner and
over thebig drop. | gaveashout
of relief uponlanding inthedeep
calm pool.

For thefirst timesinceenter-
ing the canyon | sat by myself. |
looked up from the water at the
walls,whichsurrounded me,and
| noticed the deep green moss
clinging tothemulti-coloredin-
trusive rock walls. | noticed the
birds clinging to the crag, and
just then a light mist from the
waterfall mixed with the wind,
and dropped lightly on my face.
The light blue river gently spun
my boat around intiny circles, as
| sat in a peaceful trance staring
up at the world. 1 felt an over-
whelmingfeeling of peace, which
wascompletely separatefromthe
drunken escapade of the night
before. Here in the gut d the
canyon, with nothing but sur-
vival on my mind, | began to
understand my place in nature.
Just then Ben and Erik came
bombing downthewaterfall with
fivefeetin between them. Witha
proud smile on his face Ben
slapped meout of my trance say-
ing, "What a ride, hey buddy?'
With clear and sober eyes | re-
pliedsaying,"I'venever seen any-
thing likeit."

Onemorerapid remained, but
it was the most challenging of
theentire run. Wecontinued to
the next eddy where a sharp ho-
rizon line dominated our view
downriver. Again we exited our
boatstoscout our next challenge.
Fromthecliff overlook we could
see three giant holes placed in
perfect succession one after an-
other, after another, reaching to
the exit of the canyon. At this
point adrenaline was pumping
through my body like a powerful
drug. | stood therelooking down
the narrow canyon, and | could
barely see the calm pool at the
end of the rapids. Erik and Ben

explained the decent, and Hen
was quick to get into his boat to
show us the line. Ben started
straight downtherapid butwhen
hesmashed intothefirst hydrau-
lic. The water flipped him in-
stantly, and hewasspit from the
holevertically, fallinguncontrol -
lably down the river on the bow
of hisboat. Hewent flyinginto
the second hole sideways, and
somehow cartwheeled out before
the hole had a chance to abuse
him. Ben somehow managed to
pull it together, and he finished
thelast hydraulicinstyleraising
hisfistsincelebration. Afterthis
demonstration, Erik must have
noticed my nervousness. With
confidence Erik said, "Ben
screwed that up, but | know you
won't." | said,"That looks really
hard, | hope | can do it." Erik
smiled and said, "No problem
brother, just follow me."
Wecrammedinourtiny boats,
made eye contact one last time,
and peeled out into the swiftly
moving water. | followed behind
Erik and we both launched per-
fectly off thefirst dropand plowed
through thefirst holelikeit was
nothing. The section was non-
stop and before we knew it we
were flying though theair again
and off the second drop. The
noised theriverwassoloudthat
I lost @l understanding of place,
and| slippedintoahypnoticzone
where the mind slows down, giv-
ing way to natural instinct. On
the last drop | hit the hole side-
ways and was instantly flipped.
Underwater everythingwasquiet.
Instantly | wasin a new dimen-
sion. The power of the water
squashed my ribs together, at-
tempting to squeeze the life out
of me. In one powerful motion |
set up for arall, tried to roll up,
but | felt no resistance. | knew
exactly what was happening to
me. My boat and | were stuck
upside-downin thelast big hole.
Running out o air and begin-
ningto panic, | calmed my mind,
took my time on the setup and
just barely rolled up. Like corn-
ing out of a dream | could hear
thesudden return of noiserush-
ingaround melikeatrain. | was
still inthemiddled thegigantic
hole. | could feel the hydraulic
pulling me back into its maw. |
fought with al my remaining
strengthagainst the power of the

" river and dowly pulled mysdf |

forward, out o the grip o this

massivehole. Completely wasted,

andoutd breath | realized that it
wasfinaly over.

As | looked up at the rapid |
had just paddied, my thoughts
drifted to the previous night. In
youth wefind satisfaction in ad-
venture. As young men we de-
fineourselveshy ouraccomplish-
ments, whether itispartyinglate
into the night, or dropping over
waterfallsin kayaks. Last night,
as| guzzled beer with my friends
and danced with beautiful
women, | contemplated my ex-
istence. "What isit that we are
searchingfor,” | thought. "What
arewetrying to prove? Will we
ever be content?" The sound of
Erik's voice brought me back to
theriver, back to the base o the
gorge. "What are you looking
at?"heaskedwithasmile. Snap-
ping out of my daydream | re-
plied, "Nothing. Nothing, man,
I'm justtakinganother look." As
| looked deeper into Erik's eyes|
saw that thesmileon hisfacewas
different from any he had worn
the previous night. This smile
wasabetter reflection of hissoul.
Thissmileglowedwith theinno-
cent bliss o achild. And that's
when | knew: weareyoung men,
and we search for glory and ad-
venturein everythingwedo; it's
our nature. What we had accom-
plished that day was better than
what happened the night before.
What we did was pure and
healthy, satisfying usat the root
of our being. Wehadanamazing
adventure in the canyon and we
were completely content.

Wefound Bill fifty yardsfrom
exit of the canyon waiting on the
sandy beach. Toour surpriseBill
told usthat hisfunny feeling had
not beenin vain. Ashehad picked
up hisboat to begin the portage,
hishelmet fell off hishead. With
closer inspection henoticed that
thestrap on his helmet was bro-
ken. It wasa miracle that Bill's
helmet did not break in the
middledf thegorge. The Oregon
sun dowly slipped away beneath
thehorizon, aswelaughed alone
on the river. We floated the re-
maining 3 miles together,
weightlessand free, aswetalked
about that day's adventure, and
adventuresto come.
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Reminders

By Andy Messer

Remember what it feels like
when a big wave washes over
you,

When you stop, suspended, for
along second until ahole lets
you go.

Remember, in your muscles
and bones, the way you raise
your upstream knee,

The way the current catches
your hull, your paddle, your
attention,

Asyou peel out of the eddy.

Remember the blue heron,
Playing tag on a February af-
ternoon.

Remember the songs you sing
totheriver,

And thesongstheriversingsto
you.

Remember the smell of clean
water,

Cleanair,

Clean sand,

Clean mud.

Remember your friends.
Remember following them
down a rapid

Or stopping to bask on a sand-
stone boulder in the sun,

The talk and the quiet,

The sounds d human voices
And others.

Remember the wind.

Remember being out of con-
trol,
Out o the boat,
Being swept over the edge o
theworld.
Remember theindifferent ease
With which the river carried
you,

ifted you,
Buried you.

Remember the abundance o
flood,
The clarity of drought.

Remembersunlight surrender-
ing to moonlight,

The cal of the whippoorwill,
Persistent as thesliding rush
O dark water over cobbles
From either side of the island
In the night.

Andrew Messer, 2001



By: SamJohnson
Inthesummer of 1998 | had basically paddled only twu

rivers: theGenesee and the Lower Y ough. | madea phone call = =

toThe Zoar ValeyPaddling Cluband talked with Don Shelters
(alsoknown asLumpy). Doninvited metoattend ariver clean
upthe next weekend, which | didwith Donny Hushon. Onthe
shuttle ride Don and otherswere talking about paddling the
Cheat, New, Moose, and even the Upper Yough and Upper
Gauley. | was thinking these guyswere either good liars or
they had adeath wish. | didn't talk with club membersagain
until January of 1999. Shane Hushon, Donny, and | were
sitting around trying to figure out where to paddle on a 60
degree January day when | decided to give Don a call. Don
invited ustotheCattaraugusto paddiewiththeclub. Donwas
alittle hesitant about our skills but wasstill willing to take us
along. The river was running about 8feet and wasfull of ice
chunks. When we hit the main branch, the big surf waves
sounded like a percussion session, with ice chunks clanging
on the bottom of the boats. We held our own that day onthe
river, and only had one mishap when an experienced member
of theclubtook aswimin theslushy water. Aftertherunwe
shared storiesat aloca tavern and my friends and | vowed to
join the club. We were hooked.

That spring Donny, Shane, and Tim Hushon and | went
to paddle the Stony Creek in Johnstown, PA. Donny and
Shanehad paddled it beforeat threefeet, whichisagreat level.
That day it was over eight feet on the gauge and was looking
alittle crazy. Justaround thefirst corner we encountered a
river-wide hole. Some people went far left while | went far
right. Alady that put-onwith ushittheholedead on. Needless
tosay she had to swim out but we got her toshorevery quickly
onriver right. Shesaid that would be enough for her and she
wanted toget out. Wedecided the best thingto dowasto have
her ferry acrosstoriver left to take-out ontherailroad tracks.
Shewaspretty shaken up, sowesurrounded her asshestarted
out. Itwasagood thing we did. Sheflipped right away andwe
weremovingtoward somebigwavesand holesand had noidea
whatwascoming up. Donny took her toshoreas Shane, Tim,
and | went for the equipment. It wasadow processand we
were movingdownstream real fast. Theriver that day felt like
the New at about 5feet. Shanefinally hooked up hisleash to
the boat and brought it to shore. Tim and | were able to
scramble out of our boatsand hold onto Shanesohewould not
wash downstream as we unhooked the boat. This was all
happening about twenty feet above a huge hole. | don't mean

—
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Msose. Photo by Sam Johnson
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your average huge hole, | meanamonster holethat even the big boys
would avoid. Afterthewoman began to hikeout, therest of our party
regrouped and started off down river.

At this point, four other paddiers joined our group (they must
havethought wereally knew theriver, or else they figured wewould
make good probes). At one point about a milefrom the take-out | saw
Donny come uptoahorizon linewith hishead onaswivel. Hefinaly
dropped out of sight and reappeared in a hugetail stand. Shanewas
next and hedid thesame movewiththetail standandaroll. | followed
and did the exact same thing—as did the next five guys. Therewas
nogood line. At the take-out wewatched paddlesand boatsfloat by
with noboaters. Thiswasagreat confidence booster for meand | was
looking forward to paddling some other great rivers that spring.

That spring Donfinaly told usthat wewere ready for the Upper
Yough. Attheput-in that day it was Don, Donny, Trevor Heberlein,
Andy Czernick, Dan Gore, Tim Hushon, and |. Wewent through the
first few milesof ClassIII stuff and aswe neared Bastard my stomach

Sam Johnson cartwheeling at Railroad Rapid on the Lower

Yough. Photo by Lisa Johnson.

wasinknots. | knew | hadtheskills, but thiswas THE UPPERY OUGH.
Asitturned out, several o usfirst-timers had some adventures and
some swims. The result was that | ended up walking the last big
rapids, Meat Cleaver and Lost and Found. But, by theend of the day
my frazzled nerveswere already feeling better. That night weall told
storiesaround the campfire and had many laughs. 1t isamazing how
people who are so different are so alike when it comes to paddling.
Thisclub is made up of agreat group o people.

Later that summer | went back to the Upper Yough with Don,
Donny, George, Dan Gore, and his two sons Ryan and Chris. They
were also second timers on the Upper, but they didn't show it. Look
for these two in thefuture. They both rip. My second trip down the
Upper Yough was a totally different experience because | was redly
relaxed. Lumpy was up to histricks again when we got to Charlie's
Choice. Hewasgoingtotakemeon theleftsidesneak. Thenext thing
| knew we were [aunching off the boof at the birdcage. |said to Don
"That was the sneak?" and Don turned around with that shit-eating
grin and said, " See, you didn't need to run the sneak after al." The
rest of the day went great. Dan Gore ran the boof move at National
Fallswithout a paddle, makingfor agreat picture. After runningthe
last big drop, Lost and Found, Lumpy turned around and gave mea
bighighfive. Thisisnow myfavoriteriver,whichltry togettoat|east
twice a year.

In the fall it was time for Gauley Season and Gauley Fest.
Donny, Tim, and | hooked up with Dan, Ryan, and Chris Gore, Jeff
Brennan and George again. | was again a little freaked about the
Upper Gauley because of all the horror stories, but Dan said it would
be no problem. At the put-in we saw al kinds of heroes. Eric
Southwick, EJ, Jeff Snyder in his strider, Shannon Carroll, and
others. (Ohand Dave Gore.) Insignificant went well, and we moved

Sam Johnson at Agler’s Falls on the Bottom Moose. Photo
hy Lisa Johnson.

onto Pillow. During my run | unintentionally splatted pillow rock,
flipped, rolled up, hit Volkswagen, flipped again, and rolled at the
bottom. What arush. Nextwas Lost Paddle, which isscary. We had
oneswimmer therethat Dan and Jeff rescued. We scouted Iron Ring
and although it looked easy it had consequences. | walked it and
figured it would betherenext year. That night it was ontothefestival
where my wifeand | spent alittle money and had a few beerswhile
checking out all the new gear and the sales on old gear.

Next was the Moose Festival. Therewasa large crowd there
from the club, and it was like a family reunion. This club accepts
anyone; member or not you feel likeyou belong. On Friday nightwe
went to Hole Brothers and played for awhile. Later that night at
dinner | had a few drinks at a table with Dave Gore, Donny, Tim,
Shane, Brian, and Ken Whiting and Shannon Carroll. WOW! They
were redly cool. It wasamazing to seethe big name paddiersthere:
B.J. and Katie, Dinver, Ken, Shannon, WillieKern, and others. The
next day we did the Lower Moose. It wasfun and wegot to see some
carnageas Trevor's raft flipped in Mixmaster. Nextwaselevator shaft
and we got to seetwo crazy mystery movesin the holeat the bottom.
Donny, Andy, Shane, Brian and Gore continued down and met the
rest of usat Agar's Fals. After seeing the othersrun this| had to go
get back in my boat. What a blast.

The next day Gore, Andy, and Donny ran the bottomwhilel ran
Agarsabout ten times. We then went to Crystal to watch them run
it. Theyall had great lines,and Goreeven showed alittle cheese. They
even went down and ran Magillaafter looking at it for a half hour.
They again had clean linesand had their adrenalinefix for the day so
we packed up and headed home.

Sowhy join aclub? Thiswas just ashortlist of my memories
from thisyear. | could have done this with the club or paddled the
sametwo riversthisyear and beenwithout about 20 new friends. You
can join the club for many reasons. to paddle harder rivers with
experienced paddlers, totravel, tolearnto paddle, or just to hang out
with agreat group of people. | can't wait for thefirst spring thaw this
year because that means another exciting boating year isjust begin-
ning.

Sam Johnson cartwheeling at Railroad Rapid on the Lower
Yough. Photo by Lisa Johnson. Donny Hushen (L) and Ryan
Gore (R) splatting a rock just below National Falls on the
Upper Yough. Photo by Sam Johnson.
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Accident
Summary

July- December 2001

By Charlie Walbridge AW Board Member and Safety Editor

After an alarming number of accidentsin
the first half of the 2001 season, the period
from July to December was relatively quiet.
"Only" 3 kayak, 4 canoe, and 10 rafting (in-
cluding 2 inflatable kayaking) fatalities were
reported to the American Whitewater Safety
Committee, and most o these involved inex-
perienced people. The low water conditions
found throughout the country during the
summer and fall were probably responsible
forthislull. Theyearly total isnow 20 kayakers,
9 canoeists, and 16 rafters (3 in inflatable
kayaks). There were also some tubing and
wading deaths that are worthy o note, and
these, along with several interesting near-
misses, will also be discussed here.

On July 14th three inexperienced river
runnerswho chose not towear their lifevests
drowned in separate incidents. According to
news reports forwarded by Robin Saylor, the
first manwas 49 year-old David Christoferson.
Hewaspadding with his21year-old sonwhen
his canoe became pinned on the Wenachee
River near Cashmire, Washington. Mr.
Christoferson's leg was trapped in the canoe.
Hisson, whowas, fortunately, wearinga PFD,
swam to shoreand went for help. Ashort time
later he and sheriffs deputies waded out to
and managed to free hisfather's leg. But the
older man, injured and weakened by the cold
water, wasswept away and disappeared. If you
needed a good example of why rescuers need
toputill-equippedvictimsinlifevestspriorto
extrication, thisisit!

Gary Marshreported that Carlos Gonzales,
24, died on the John Day River near Mitchell,
Oregon on the afternoon o July 14th. Wit-
nesses said that the man and hisfriendswere
running Burnt Ranch Rapid (Classification
unknown) repeatedly in a small raft. Mr.
Gonzales had just finished a run and was
wading the raft to shore when he dipped
beneath the surface and did not reappear. A
dive team responded and quickly recovered
the body. The BLM, which managesthe area,

does not require adults to use life jackets. A
river rangerwho tried toeducate Mr. Gonzales
group ran into a language barrier and was
probably not understood. River managers
might consider providing their staff with an
English/Spanish phrase book to cover situa-
tions like this.

That same afternoon H.J. Pratt, 27,
drowned on the Class I1 Potomac River just
below Harper's Ferry, West Virginia. The
Frederick (MD) News-Post reported that the
man had been tubing and partying with a
group o friends. He'd been drinking, and
worse, had removed hisPFD and tied it to his
inner tube. He fell out of his tube near the
Route 340 Bridgeand did not resurface. When
hisgroup reached the take-out they reported
Pratt's disappearance. A air/land search was
started, called for darkness, and resumed at
first light the next day. Alocal manfound the
body the next morning.

The Poudre River near Fort Collins, Colo-
rado was the site o a rafting fatality on the
afternoon of July 21st. According to the Fort
Collins Coloradoan, Jason Powell, 30, flipped
histwo-man raft in the" Bridges" section (III-
IV) at low water. His partner swam ashore,
but Mr. Powell caught his foot while wading.
Hecould stand for awhile, but after alengthy
strugglehewaspushedunderwater. Kayakers
and commercial raft guidestried to set up a
stabilization line, but they were unsuccess-
ful.

We have a sketchy report that Bennie
Hicks, 56, died after being pulled from the
river at White Rock Rapids on the Colorado
Riverin Grand County, Utahon July 22nd. He
was apparently paddling with his wife when
he flipped, swam, and was pulled ashore by
rafters. Hemay have collapsed after hisswim.
We have no further information and anyone
who knowswhat happened isurged to contact
the Safety Committee.

TheMad River in Ohioisn't exactly white-
water, but on July 29th it was rushing by at

near-flood stage. The Dayton, Ohio Daily News
reported that a family was floating a section
near Fairborn when they got pinned onalog
jam. Their boat was a discount-store vinyl
inflatable, and noonewaswearing aPFD. The
mishap was spotted by motorists who used
their cell phone to call for help. Firefighters
rescued aman and two children, but hiswife,
AngelaSmith, 27, disappeared. A search for
her body continued for several days without
SuCCess.

On August 5th the Wisconsin River saw
threeincidentsd drowningatlow-headdams.
None of them involved whitewater paddlers,
however. The Baraboo, Wisconsin News Re-
public reported that Erin Swieringa, 35, was
beingferried acrosstheriver upstream d the
GlenvilleDamontheback of someone's kayak.
She fell off, washed into the hydraulic, and
drowned. Later that day Lisa Hohl, 36, was
fishing at the same location when her boat
came too close to the backwash and was
pulled in. Her brother escaped with minor
injuries. The dam is obsolete, and is sched-
uled for removal by the Wisconsin DNR this
year. But not far avay Ning Zhu, 39, was
fishing and wading below the Sauk City Dam
when he got too close to the hydraulic and
was sucked into the backwash. This tragic
string points out the need for warning signs
around these structures nationwide.

On August 6th Colorado's Arkansas River
was the scene of a tragic double drowning.
The river was running a low 700 cfs when
Bernd Knorr, 39, and his wife Jennifer, 36
rafted the ClassIII Frog Rock Section with a
commercia outfitter. The Rocky Mountain
Newsreported that their guide veered to the
right to avoid a raft ahead of them that got
stuck on arock. Their boat flipped after hit-
ting a badly undercut rock downstream. The
pair fell out o theraft, werecarried deep, and
pinned beneath it. Their bodies were recov-
ered later that day. There was a reference in
thearticle tofour other private rafting fatali-
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ties on the same river, but we have no infor-
mation on them. Anyone who can help is
urged to contact us.

Jonathan McKnight, 30, died on August
12thon Tennessee's ClassI-1I HiawasseeRiver.
A Chattanooga, TN newspaper reported that
his "fishing tube" flipped below Appaachia
Powerhouse. McKnight then floated head-
downdespitehisPFD and drowned. Hisbrother
asoflipped histube, but was pulled upright by
afriend. Fishing tubes have been implicated
inseveral other deathson the Hiawassee, and
local outfitterswarn that they are not suitable
for moving water. There is no possibility o a
quick release if the tube flips or becomes
snagged,

A six-year old girl was killed on August
25th after her father, her brother and his
friend rafted pastwarning signsonthe Yakima
Riverbelow Ellensburg, WA. TheSeattle Times
reported that the group then ran the Bristol
Flats Spillway, an irrigation structure that
was responsible for three other deaths this
year alone. Dam management recommendsa
50 yard portage, and their personnel spend
hourseach day warning people not to run the
dam. Both men had run the dam without
incident previoudly. They swam ashore safely
when their boat flipped. The water torethelife
vest off Madison Gall, 6, and pulled her under
water. Her body was recovered several miles
downstream. A brother, 4, was pulled ashore

by hisfather. Revivedwith CPR, hewastaken
to the hospital in critical condition.

West Virginias Class IV New River Gorge
was the scene of a low water drowning on
August 30th. Howard Dickerson, a 29 year-
old raft guide, was paddling a high perfor-
mance inflatable kayak alongside two friends
inasmall raft. At Old 99 Hook (ClassH¥+] he
ran a narrow side-slot. His kayak pinned
against an undercut rock, and he was held
underwater. Hisbuddiessaw the IK gounder,
climbed on top o the rock, and attempted a
rescue. Whentheir effortsfailed, they paddled
to the take-out and notified authorities. Ne
tional Park Service river rangers located the
trapped boat but darknessprevented arescue.
The next morning river rangers pulled the
boat from the rock, allowing the body tofloat
free.

Therewasacommercial fatality on North-
ern California's Cashe Creek on September
9th. Apparently awoman's lifejacketwastorn
off after she fell out o a raft on a guide-
assisted trip. We have yet to get a good ac-
count of this tragedy, and anyone with good
information is urged to write us.

Ecuador's Papallacta River isasmall (300
cfs),steep (175fpm) Class IV+ creek run. Jay
Kenney reported that on November 1st a
three-person group encountered a narrow
Class IlI+ drop located 2/3 of the way down
therun. Stephen Korinchak, 28, ranfirstand

?ﬂ;}_m f_x;_ia-_

pinned hiskayak onahidden log that spanned
the drop. Initially his head was above the
water. His boat never folded, but the log
passed across his cockpit and made escape
impossible. His two companions struggled
heroically for several minutes before
Korinchak's boat shifted and pulled him un-
der water. His friends persisted, freeing the
boat about five minutes later. They grabbed
Mr. Korinchak, and swam him to shore. The
pair then performed CPR for 75 minuteswith-
out success.

In Texas you either get lots of water or
almost none. The former condition prevailed
on November 24th, when heavy rainsbrought
the Guadalupe River near New Braunfels to
over 5000 cfs. This made the entire river a
pushy ClassII-III run.

David Price's e-mail, forwarded by Patti
Corothers, describeswhat happened: Juliette
Garcia, 33, was padding an ocean kayak with
her husband below Ingram Ranch. Ms Garcia
capsized upstream o a low bridge (only 18"
clearance),hitthebridgepier hard, and pinned
well below the surface. A swiftwater rescue
team found her body pinned beneath the
kayak the next day.

In an effort to minimize stress on the
structure, bridge piers are designed to throw
up very small pillows. A boat can pin on one
evenin mild current. On Sept. 3rd the Phila-
delphia Daly News reported that a profes-
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sional coupletravelingontheSchuylkill River
(Class|) with their infant daughter wrapped
acanoeonthe Route 82 bridgeabutment just
" downstream o Reading, PA. Theman, pinned
between the boat and the bridge, shouted
that hiswife and baby had gone under. By-
standers attempted to save the family, and
were able to help the man. But hiswife, Vidu
Anand, 29, was pulled under water and disap-
peared. Tara Anand, 3, caught her life vest
buckle on the canoe and was held under
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water for too long.

It's a little known fact that hikers and
picnickers, not paddlers, are the most likely
accidentvictimsat riversideparks. Thus, the
two wading deaths occurring on well-known
whitewater riversthispast summer arewor-
thy d note. The Class III Saluda River in
Columbia, SCrisesquickly when the SCE&G
power dam upstream releases, and people
often becomestranded. OnJuly 22ndawoman
was trapped on a midstream rock by rising
water. The Columbia, SC State reported that
21 year-old Brian Shealy entered the river
with two other mento assist her. Thewoman
got ashore fine, but Mr. Shealy wedged his
foot in a crack, lost his balance, and was
pushed under water. Inanother incident, the
National Park Service Morning Report for
August 4th stated that Babu Gurusbrami, 27,
lost his footing and was swept away while

wading in the Class1-11 Chattahoochee River
near Atlanta, Georgia. Search teams found
his body several days later. Both events re-
ceived considerable coverage in the media
Nancy Howells forwarded additional in-
formation on the drowning of David Golley
on Chittanango Creek thispast April 11th. He
and afriend attempted a section of Class i
below Chittenango Fallsin an old wood-and-
canvas canoe. Water levels were high, and
they wore no helmets, PFD’s, or protective
gear. They set their boat in the water and had
onefoot insidewhen the current grabbed the
upstream end and dumped them. One made it
to shore and flagged a motorist who dialed
911. A helicopter wasin the areaand spotted
Mr. Golley, and followed him until turbu-
lence forced it to pull away. Mr. Golley’s
father found the body amonth later, after the
water receded, caught inariver-widestrainer
There were also a number of interesting
near-misses during the past six moths. The
Washington Post reported that a hiker who
fell into the Potomac River near Great Falls,
Virginiaon August 4th was rescued by Peter
Weina, an army doctor whowas kayaking the
river. This hapless hiker swam through the
lower Fishladder (gnarly Class V), S-Turn,
and Wet Bottom (both big water Class III)
before he was picked up. Weina offered the
man his grab loop, pulled him to shore, and
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checked him for injuries. Then, because the
walls of Mather Gorge are too steep to climb,
hetold the hiker tograb hold of hisgrab loop
and towed him downstream. At Sandy Land-
ing they were met by a Park Service rescue
boat.

Veteran Ocoee River guide Buddi Davis
reported a harrowing incident that he was
involved in this past summer. On August 8th
agroupd guideswasrunning theNolichucky
River below Poplar, NC. The flow wasa mod-
erate 990 cfs. Rachel Sarchet, 19, flipped her
IK below Murphy's Ledgeand swam. Shewas
picked up by akayaker, butletgo prematurely
and was swept into arather ordinary looking
rock. Shewaspulled deep under thisrock and
pinned. The current was strong enough to
pull her life vest off! Her group responded
beautifully. Several people swam out to the
rock, reacheddown, grabbed hold o herarms,
and tried to pull her free. Others set up a
stabilization line and managed to snag a
carabiner attached to Ms Sarchet's guide
belt. Asateam o guides hauled on the ropes
and reworked their angle of pull for maxi-
mum effectiveness, the guys on the rock's
downstream side found Ms Sarchet's feet
sticking out through avoid in the rock, and
actually pushed them back through! Thegroup
had Ms Sarchet ashorein lessthan ten min-

utes, truly aremarkable feat. They pulled her
to aflat rock, began CPR, and continued to
the river right shore.

While thiswas going on, the group work-
ing thesnag line on the river left side heard a
train coming. They ran to the tracks and
managed to flag it down. Still performing
good CPR, the remaining guides used araft to
ferry Ms. Sarchet over to the tracks. The
engineer doesn't usually stop for anyone, but
something told him that thistimewas differ-
ent. When they arrived at the put-in Ms
Sarchet was breathing on her own. Because
the engineer had radioed ahead, an ambu-
lance waswaiting. Ms Sarchet was driven to
achurchparkinglot, transferredtoahelicop-
ter, and flown to a hospital in Johnson City,
TN. As o this writing she has not fully re-
gained consciousness, but she's now at home
and showing signs d improvement. A fund
has been set up to pay for her care at home,
which isnotinsured. You can send donations
to the Rachel Sarchet Recovery Fund at the
5th73rd Bank, 1212 West Kemper Street, Cin-
cinnati, OH 45240.

In early to mid-July whitewater rafting
guides from the New River Gorge provided
vital rescue assistance to local firefighters
during the worst floods to hit Fayette Coun-
try, West Virginia in decades. Rivers, a loca

= s N f?‘;—‘

outfitter, had to blow up rafts to evacuate
their campground at midnight when tiny
Woalf Creek turned into a raging torrent car-
rying 8,000 cfs! Attention quickly turned to
helping local residents. Intense swiftwater
rescues and evacuations occurred in the
Minden area, along Routes 16 and 61, and in
Kincaid. Steve Cruikshank, Director of Fayette
County Emergency Services, said that the
County wasfortunate to haveso many trained
people at hand. Hesingled out the owners of
Wildwater Unlimited, Songer Whitewater, and
Class VI River Runners for special praise.

Eric Jackson, in his posting to
Boatertalk.com, recounted the scary conse-
quencesd gettingdff lineat Great Fallsdf the
Potomac. In addition to his very impressive
skills, Eric has more runsdf Great Fallsthan
anyone. On October 8th he missed aboof and
became stuck in Charlie'sHole. Knowing of a
previous fatality and several harrowing near
misses, Eric used al o his playboating skills
tohangonuntil Scott Shipley and Nec Poberj
could grab his bow and pull him out. Just
shows that you can missa move and get into
trouble no matter how good you are, or how
well you know theriver. And goodfriends can
really make a differencel

Weve al bitten off more than we can
chew, and some of us have been hurt, but few
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havedoneitinsuchan unforgiving place! On
October 16th four local kayakers with less
thanayear's boating experienceeach decided
totry alowwater runon asteepwalled, Class
IV-V section of the Elwha River on
Washington's Olympicpeninsula. Onthethird
drop one o them broached their boat in a
narrow chute. Hewas held against an under-
cut rock face for 30 seconds and sustained
painful hipandabdominal injuries. Members
o his party climbed to higher ground and
calledfor helpwithacell phone. Aranger and
a volunteer doctor scrambled down to the
victim and could not rule out a fractured
pelvis. A Coast Guard rescue helicopter ar-
rived and hovered above the site. The pilot
had no margin for error: blade clearance in
the narrow canyonwasamere 75feet oneach
side and he was bucking heavy upstream
winds. He lowered a rescue swimmer 150
feet, followed by a Stokes Litter. Thekayaker
was then packaged and hauled to safety.
And on December 17th two fellows de-
cidedtotry out their new kayakson Arkansas
North Cadron Creek, which was flooding
(12,000 cfs.) According to The Log Cabin,
John and Eric Buckner (both in their 20's)
launched from the Highway 65 bridgeat 1:00
p.m. The pair got caught on ariver wide log
jam and spent the night out. After severa

hours their concerned families called au-
thorities. Emergency squad membersarrived,
but said that the water was too fast to safely
launch a boat. A State Police helicopter flew
over the river after dark, but their infra-red
detection device didn't work in theicy mist.
Fortunately, the pair's wetsuits kept them
fromfreezing. By dawn theriver had dropped
considerably, and they were abletowalk out.

American Whitewater depends on our
membersandfriendsto producethisaccident
summary. Theinformationweacquireisadded
to our Safety Database, the largest collection
o its kind in the world. Created by Safety
Chair Lee Belknap and accessible at
www.americanwhitewater.org, it provides a
basis for our safety policies. I'm indebted to
my many correspondents: including Slim Ray,
Lee Belknap, Jay Kenney, Jason Robertson,
Joe Greiner, Aida Parkinson, Robin Saylor,
Kathy Streletzky, Bud Chavez, Rebecca Schu
macher, Doug Sauer, Peter Turkaly, and Bill
Pearlstein. If you sent in some information
and | lost track of your name, my apologies.
Everything | get is read and appreciated re-
gardless! Pleaseforward accident descriptions,
newspaper articles, personal accounts, and
any other material of note to
ccwalbridge@cs.comor write: Rt. 1, Box A43B,
Bruceton Mills, WV 26525.

Water wants-in...
This will keep-it out!
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COtahuaS Z continued from page 49

timeto paddle. Thewater ispushy and | miss
an eddy and nearly tip over, but my confi-
dence returns and | brace hard and catch
another small eddy at the brink of a solid
Class V+ drop. Ashort portage gets my heart
rate back down, and the paddling starts to
flow. Scott hasa great run, and Randy por-
tages. Wescout and portage our way through
about two miles of Class IV to IV+, punctu-
ated by afew intermittent ClassVsand oneor
two Class V+ to VI drops. Scott runs every-
thing, including one very big drop with a
huge hole that nearly holds him.

The river eases up for a bit and we reach
Velingain theearly afternoon. Thereisahot
spring here, butitisn't very hot, sowe paddle
on and camp on an abandoned farm on river
right. This farm is fed by springs and is an
oasis o exotic plants.

The next day is pure fun. The rapids ease
a bit and we are able to eddy-scout every-
thing. Incan ruins are everywhere and we
stop in one of them for lunch. It is hard to
imaginethat agreat civilization onceinhab-
ited this canyon that is now so empty. We
paddleon downsomegreat ClassIII to [Vand
find an abandoned village on river left.

Wethink that we arein Marpa and set off
to explore the village. There are a bunch of
cabins and a large stone vat that is used for
stomping the grapes. It is strange to walk
through this ghost village and imagine the
sceneduring the harvest. My mind picturesa
largegroup of busy, happy people. The wine
from thelast harvest flowsfreely asthey sing
and dance and stomp on the grapes. But
today the town is empty, and there are only
the spirits of the past harveststowatch usas
we wander the streets. We camp across the
river at another Incaruin and enjoy another
perfect evening.

The next day issolid Class IV all day long,
but we eddy-scout everythingand set apretty
good pace. We believe that we are entering
thelast gorge, until weseefour menworking
beside theriver. They inform usthat we have
just now reached Marpa. They are eager to
chat and trade a bottle of winefor a bunch of
kayak stickers. Marpa isabout six milesfur-
ther downstream than we thought, and the
whitewater that we have just paddied was
barely mentioned in my friend's notes. If the
canyon we traversed today was "insignifi-
cant," what will the"significant" onebelike?
There is only oneway to find out.

We decide to stop for lunch and explore
the large Inca ruin below Marpa. My friends
had found mummies here on the first de-
scent, but they haveall sincebeen taken away
by archeologists. The old Incacity provides
an awesomevistawith ruins on both sides of
theriverand big rapidsthat lead intoanother

gorge.
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We paddle throughthefirst difficult rapid |
and campin the ruinson river right. Ashort |
hikedownstream through theold city doubles
as a scouting trip for the next morning's
rapid. Thisrapid doesn't look toobad, andthe
tensioneases. It hasbeen another perfect day
with clear skiesand dry air. Early inthetrip
there were afew clouds, but for the last five
days, there have been none. This desert is
very desolate and lonely. Outside of the bot-
tom of thecanyon, thereareno plants. There
are afew birds and a few insects, but that is
all. We leave food out at night, and nothing
touchesit. Therearenosoundsand notracks
in the sand. The stars are brilliant in a sky
unmarked by any sign o civilization. The
half dozen or so people that live in this
canyon are the only inhabitants in a few
thousand square milesof desert.

Weawake energized after agoodsleepand
areeager tomeet our last challenge. Thefirst
rapid is great Class IV with shear walls and
fast current. Itisgreat to bealiveaswepaddle
down to Centimeter Canyon. This rapid can
easily beboofed ontheleft, but theapproach
rapid is challenging. We all have good runs
and head into the last gorge.

Here, the geology changes to a dramatic
inner gorgewith delicately cawed rocksand
lotsd basalt flows on the upper walls. There
are five or six Class V- drops with great
character and a lot of Class IV in between.
Some of the drops are pretty big, but weare
able to eddy-scout most of themwith Scott's
brave leads. He paddies boldly down a big

dropandweseeatail standat the bottom, but —

he waves us on and points to the right. The
right side is cleaner, but it is still a very
exciting drop.

Weareall flying high. The Catahuasi has
given meone d the best daysever onariver
that provides one of the best days of boating
| have ever had. After a couple more drops,
the river eases, and a big tributary comesin
from the right. We have reached the Miran,
and all our fearsand apprehensions areover!
We celebrate with jerky and the last of our
chocolate, then paddle onward into astrong
wind.

Thewind is nasty, but we manage to find
acaveand celebrate our successwith abottle
of local wine.

Another long day of windy, flat water
brings us to Ikipi where we receive a hero's
welcome at the local restaurant. The great |
Cotahuasi is now a cherished memory.

Editor's note: John Mattson's "Gruisin'

SNAP DRAGON DESIGN
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PARBLER: TAD GRIPRIN PRODUCTIONS - JDCK BRADLEY
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EAHDE AND KAYAK
OUTFITTERS

DRY BAGS = PfDs = INFLATABLES
* NEOFRENE CLOTHING

NAME BRANDS AT
THE LOWEST PRICES

- IDAHOSMIDDLE FORK & MAIN SALMON

CALL FOR DI.IF'. fHH CATALOG
1-(800) 230-2131

Or Write to Us ait:
PO BOX 700-AWOD,
SADDLE RIVER, M.].
O7A58-070:0

otter bar lodge

kayak school __

Nestled on a bend of the California Salmon River
between the Marble Mountains and the Trinity Alps
inNorthern California, you will find kayak paradise.

Our amenities am unmatched. Deluxe lodging;
gourmet meals; hot tub; sauna; masseuse; moun-
tain bikes; warm rolling ponds and gorgeous rivers
for all levels-beginning to advanced. We provide
state of the art equipment. Our instructors are the
best you can find. We can tailor your week to be as
challenging (or relaxing) as you would like!

Adult & Kids Classes » Grand Canyon Trips

1-888-634-2600 www.Canyonslnc.com

American Whitewater v March « April 2002



Grand Canyon

“Citizens deserve a fair shot at a self-
guided wilderness-quality float trip
th rough the Grand Canyon-and a-
quarter-century wait for a private
boater permit is unreasonably long.”

Jason Robertson :-P'
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PROOLER: ERICA THTCHELL

TISSI0N ACCOMPLISHED:
200! Women's WORLD
FREESTYLE CHRITIPION

KAYAK UTILIZED:
THE EVO wrw FR.T. OUTFITTING

2002 KAYAK OF CHOICE:
THE SIREN
equersn wirw FA.T. 2.0 OUTFITTIAG

DOMINANCEG BY DESIGH!

GO0 IS cavon 6133825531 |
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