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Get to the Heart of the Matter

 performance |

fofo & blow molded kayak designs by

Lol [N T Fow paberie el ST Te il ]
E11** Waah's hallenga

5250 Teada-in
FREE Padler nnw

Wiritien engoinl send 1™ only \or 5 clam ndige

71 Maple Springs Road
non Bryson City, NC 28713J

GET READY FOR THE CANOE SEASON
WITH ADK CANOE GUIDES

Adlrondack Canoe Waters - North Flow
More than 700 miles of canoe routes in the St. Lawrence/

Lake Champlain drainage basins, and more than 30 rivers
in the north and central Adirondack Park.

Adirondack Canoe Waters - South & West Flow

Covering the Black River, Mohawk River, and Upper
Hudson River basins. A must for whitewater paddlers.

To order, call the Adirondack Mountain Club (518) 793-7737
VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS
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7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Specializing in 717-944-6320
St Boas Dealer Inquirles Invited

EDIDNT SETOUTTO

create Wil ultimate kayak SChool

It just happened. Tiriginally our

intent was to create the ultimate

wilderness lodge. Kavaking was

somethig we did fust for fun. So much fun, infact,

we mmm offer the best instructional proprom avail.
able, Fveryihing is Wl fTass

Onr plysical prani tomsrrs of 40 acres completely
SIS hy wilderness. PTivale ponds I0F instruc-
tion, private beaches and '« of a mile Il pommmme river
front on the emerald grren California Salmon River
are all located on the prmpsmm

Our ISR arc well-known Tx[wTTs, our equip-
ment B8l best Fexelunisels hy Perception) and our
lodge boasts numerous amenities inciuding a gpms
mums hot tub and Sauna and privare decks off of
cach room, Our teaching techniyue smmmssms aTcly,
the proper Bl and an [ESEENEIENEE “roll”
oemula.

We are dedicated to making ihiis one of the great
vacation experiences of your life. Color brochure
avatlable. Personal size classes. Beginning, Inter-
I Advanced.

FORKS OF SALMON, CALIFORNIA 96031
Memiage number 707-444-3044, or
usk operator for: Forks of Salmon Wl Station 4772
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28 Secrets of the Watauga

It's not easy to learn about North Carolina’s
premier whitewater run.

by Forrest Callaway

31 The River of Many Returns
West Virginia's Big Sandy Creek--it's tough, it's
beautiful, and it keeps calling paddlers back for
more.

by Chris Koll

E— 36 Northern Hair!

TheNorthBranchof the Contoocook--Steepcreeks
aren'tlimited to the backwoods of West Virginiaor

the Carolinas.
by John Porterfield
6 letters
8 AWA briefs 40 Phoenix Kayaks
Bigger doesn'tneccessarilymeanbetter forlong-

12 Conservation Currents established whitewater boat manufacturer.

Dams threaten Cheat system...Arkansas River by Chris Koll

paddlers fight regulation...Penobscot access

offered...Chattooga airport update...Northwest 46

rivers threatened...New Upper Yough End Notes .

regulations...Successes on Black and Housatonic We are what we drive.
26 Safety Lines by Ron Burke

Pack light, but pack right
by Charlie Walbridge
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KAYAKS
FOR THE CONNOISSEUR

A FULL RANGE OF

KAYAKS @ ACCESSORIES
featuring designs by
TOMDERRER
One of Americas Leading Designers

Now also produced
onthe East Coast

.

Please send $2.00 for our
complete information package.

East of Lake Michigan write:
LAMINEX INDUSTRIES
Bldg. 4 Thornpsons Point
Portland. ME 04102
(207) 775-2800

West of Lake Michigan write:
EDDYLINE KAYAKS
Paine Add S., Bldg. 302
Everett. WA 98204
(206) 7439252
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( editor's forum i

Compiling the "conservation cur-
rents" section of american whitewater
too often seems like writing an obituary.
Every week | receive news releases
announcingthe damming, diversionor
development of another of our whitewa-
terresources.

So, itcomes as apleasant change of
pace in thisissue to report the AWA's
successes in preserving some of the
Northeast'spremierwhitewaterruns.

Only a few years ago, the AWA's
conservation efforts were sincere but
disjointed. The rules of the environ-
mental protection were simply too
complex, too obtuse. We didn't really
fully understand how to go abaut saving
ariver.

We've served our apprenticeship.

Theriverbattlesreportedinthismonth'sconservationsectioncanbechalkedup

nation's foremost whitewater advocates.

| inthe wincolumn. The AWA is primedtoshoulderthe responsibilityof one of the

And it appears our expertise has been gained just in time. Right beside the
detailsof our Northeastvictories are reports of new threats on such popularruns
as the Forks of the Cheatin West Virginia, the Arkansas and numerous riversin

the Pacific Northwest.

Clearly, the AWA took some punchesin the opening round of the small hydro/
river development fight...battled even-up in the middle period...and now enters the
final round confident and in top shape. Our most decisive river wars lie ahead, but

the AWA is prepared to wage them.

In other notes, commentsconcerningthe contentselection of articles printed
in American Whitewater is pretty well split down the middle. Half the letters
criticize our articles as catering to the “barechested” paddling population--too
oriented toward class V boating exploits--while the other half clamors for more

storiis aboutcuttingedgeriver runs.

Actually, my only requirements for publicationis that asubmissionbe original,

fairly well-written, and accompaniedby photos.

Unfortunately, many topicsgearedtowardthe intermediatepaddler like class
I rivers, roll and technique instruction, and river ratings are already covered in
depthby publicationslike Canoe and River Runner. It's toughfor usto compete

against the professionals.

Butif | get suitablemanuscripts dealingwithlessthan hair-raisingmaterialthat
meet those three criteria--Ill be happy to print them. Justsend them my way.

60067

conservation: Pope Barrow
Safety: Charlie Walbridge
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Il Ron Walters WE SPECIALIZE IN SQUIRT KAYAKS ‘
Idaho State UnIVGYSIty The Pro Jet by New Wave is in stock in sizes from full to an 1%+" cut. We carry only the
Box 8118 heavy duty 5 over 6 layups with epoxy seams and minicell walls as the standard. Other
squirtable boats in stock include the Surge, the Ferrier and the Aero-Bat C-1. We also stock
Pocatel_lo, ID83209 surface boats including. Dancers. Dancer XT's, Mirages. Gyra-Maxs. AeroQuatics. Fits. |
Executive Director and Dragonflys. Call us for a price on a new deck boat delivered anywhere east d the
Risa Callaway Mississippi.
‘ P.O. Box 375
Denver, NC 28037 BOB TAYLCR S
Treasurer APPOMATTOX RIVER CO., INC.
Claire Gesalman il 610 N. Main St.
i F ille, Virginia 23901
| 6301 Hillcrest Place armvilie, virginia
| Phone 804-392-6645

Alexandria, VA 22312
Open Tuesday-Saturday
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CASCADE OUTFITTERS

A Tacn 1 f TFualty Rever EGi prmert
PO Box 209 e Springfield. OR 97477
503 (747-2272)

i Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238
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Test yourself
with the best!

Canada's first and finest adult IS school,
(establ i shed in 1972}, provides Fighly pemsenal
instruction from beginner to expert levels in both
whitewater kayaking and open canoeing — leading
to diplomas recognized worldwade. Located on the
Madawaska River, w ar Algonquin Park, M.K.C.offers
allt he comforts of a WSESEER resort — including
delicious meals served up with ElSIENE hospitality
—as well as EREINSIONS to t he nearbyad fast-
moving wemens of t he ISIMNGES REEWENNS and
Ottawa Rivers.
BN classes are S (2 | -5 ratio], and oum currents
clean, warm and uncrowded.

Rates start at Weekends: $92.00; Five
Days: $140.00 (U.S.), subject to currency
exchange. Book early to avoid disappoint-
ment.
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After June 1st: Barry's Bay, Ont,, P.O.
Box 635, KOJ 1BO (613)756-3620
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for your December an-
nouncement that the Salt Caves hydro-
electric project received your 1987
Hydromania Award. The proposed Salt
Cavesdamis anatrocity and aninsullt.
We in Oregon will certainly do every-
thing we can to make certain the project
does not proceed. The support of na-
tional groups such as yourselves is
deeply appreciated..

Your award has helped make a
laughing stock of this project in Oregon,
andthathelpisinvaluable.

I had the opportunity to represent
the Klamath River Canyon in the Ore-
gon Legislature for eight years recently.
The canyon is an irreplaceable asset
with both whitewater and native trout
fisheries of national significance. The
culturaland archaeologicalresources
are also irreplaceable.

As always, you are right on target
withthis award, anditsdeeplyappreci-
ated.

Sincerely,
Deschutes (Oregon) County Board of
Commissioners

Tom Throop, Commissioner
 ——————

Dear Senator Byrd,
AWA,

I'm a Dutchman and I worked from
October 1986 till October 1987 in your
country. During thatstay | once got the
opportunity to run the Gauley in a white-
water kayak, which 1 greatly enjoyed.
Even if 1 would never get another
chance again, 1 would feel very grateful
for the whitewater friends I've madein
the USA if, withyoursupport, the West
Virginia Rivers Bill (H.R. 900) would
pass the Senate soon. 'm very much
convinced that protecting rivers like the
Gauley is worth a lot of effort and will pay

_[ letters to awa ]_

itself back in more happy people.
I thank you for your attention.

Yours sincerely,
FerdiH.M. Spit
Utrecht, Netherlands

P.S.--From the lastissue | especially
likedthe NiagaraGorge runreport and
pictures alot. I'm already dreaming of
runningitmyself once...

Dear Chris,

As awhitewater enthusiast (and in-
frequent contributor to American
Whitewater), I'm overjoyed to hear of
the successesenjoyedby the AWAIn
protectingnortheastrivers--especially
the Black.

For years, it seemed like the only
river news was bad news--more of our
favorite runs drowned by dams. Now,
hopefully, the AWA hasturnedthe cor-
nerincombatting these usurpers.

Again, my thanks to the AWA and
particularly Pete Skinner for his inde-
fatigable efforts in resisting river devel-
opers.

Go get them, AWA!

Sincerely,
RonBurke
New Yorki#-



Lineyour cat box...
Save ariver!

Plenty of paddlers need a subscriptionto another whitewater magazine like they need a
concrete kayak...not at all! But even if you don't plan to read American Whitewater's
dramaticriver stories, pertinent safety features or significantconservationupdates, your
entire $15 annual membership fee is funneled into the AWA's important conservationand

safety programs.

So, evenif youdon't want another magazinne cluttering your coffee table, join the AWA
and find other creative uses for American Whitewater. Your cat and endangered whitewa-
ter rivers will thank you.

- Yes, | want to join AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-
| deductable contributionof $15 ($18 Canada, $25 overseas)tohelpconserve our whitewaterresources
- and promote rriver safety.

Mailto Marge Weaver, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067

AWA Products
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AWA rivebr caaps doatch 8.00
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AWA Safety Codes (1-100 25 | s | ' ]
(61.200) o American Whitewater
over 200 15 back issues
mail order withcheckto AWA, PO Box 375, Denver, NC 28037 e L i it |
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Own the bed.
Canoes by WHIESEN, Lid.

(404) 3215-5330, Box 9839, Atlanta, GA 30319
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KAYAK WITH THE BEST!

# The leader in kayak since 1975

® Taionall renown staff

® 2-to 5 day courses for beginning to
advanced students

® State o the art kayaks and accessories

® Courses in kayak saiety & rescue, slalom
racing and hotdog kayaking

P.O. Box 460, Lot us, CA 95651 |

TSITUCon

59162 626-8006

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

& FULL LINF OF GEAR FOR
CANOES « KATAKS
RAPIDS » LAKES » OCEAMS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pagies.

W LDWATERDESI GNS

230PENLLYNPI KE PENLLYN. PA 19422

awa briefs

Schedule
announced

for Maryland
Classic

The schedule for the 1988 Maryland
InternationalCanoe/Kayak Classic to
be held on the Savage River, the site of
the 1989 World Championships has
beenannouncedand as is follows:

Monday, June 20,1988
Registration
1000 cfs/Wildwater Training
Tuesday,June 21,1988

Boat Inspection/Wildwater Team

Meetings
[ 1000 cfs/Wildwater Training

Opening Ceremony--Evening

Entertainment

Wednesday,June22 1988
[ Boat Inspection Wildwater
[ 1000 cfs/Wildwater Trainingl
| Wildwater Non-stopRuns
Thursday, June 23,1988
[ Boat Inspection Slalom
[ 1000 cfs/Training/Wildwater
| Individual Competition
Friday, June 24,1988
1000 cfs//Slalom Team Meetings
Free slalom Training
Wildwater Team Competition
Boat Inspection Slalom
Saturday, June 25,1988
Emergency Boat Inspection
1000 cts/Slalom Non-stops
Slalom Individual Competition (K-
| 1, C-2,K-1W) Tentative
{ Sunday, June26,, 1988
1000 ¢fs/Slalom Competition (C-
1 and Teams) Tentative
Awards and Closing Time (Pied-
mont Dam)
|

Women on
' the Colorado

An all-women's kayak and paddie=
| ‘ooat descent of the Grand Canyoniis
| ‘oeing offered by Friends of the River as

I 2155465034

L low-cost 13 day charter trip to begin

£

August 13. A portion of the proceeds will
benefit Friends of the River, a leading
conservationorganization dedicated to
the preservation of our rivers and
streams, and to the formulation of bal-
ancedwater policies.

Sue Norman, a former member of
the US. National Women's Kayak
Team, and Lee Miller, a Class V kay-
akerwithnumerous winsin whitewater
rodeoswillbeleading thetrip. They will
be combining their skills and experi-
ence with a strong safety-conscious-
ness and a special emphasis on fun,
adventure andchallenge.

Moki-Mac Expeditions, a small

| family run outfitter which has been
t running the Canyon since the late

1950's, will be providing raft-support,
experiencedguides and a cuisine that
promises the participants a trip of
comfortandluxury.

Because thisis abenefitfor Friends
of the River, it is possible to offer this trip
at the low price of only $1,250 for the full
13 days. With special arrangements,
non-kayakers could hike in or out of the
Canyon at Phantom Ranch, thereby
participatingin only the first 6 days or
the last 8 days of the trip. Six days would
cost $720, 8 days would cost $960.

Space is limited and early reserva-
tions are strongly advised. Thirty per-
cent of the trip price will save a spot and

| oayment in full is due by June 12. All

tayak and canoe participants must
nave their level of skill approved by Lee
Miller at (707)526-2550. For areserva-
lion, application or more information
‘egarding this trip or any other specially
shartered raft and kayak trips being
sffered by Friends of the River, call or
wnrite: F.O.R. Booking Service, Fort
Mason Center, Bldg. C, San Francisco,
Ca., 94123. Phone (415)771-0400.

'Russian river

trip scheduled

When it appeared that paddling
might open up in the USSR, |
aunchedacampaignto gainentry. No
simple matter; however, | was finally

| given permission in March 1987. The



resultwasatrip down the Katun River,
a stunning, high-country stream in
southwestern Siberia.

We paddledRussiancatamarans, a
surprisingly effective craft when we had
to negotiate heavy Class 4 action. A
National Geographic photographer
was in our party, and | hope they may
ultimately do an article on this wonderful
region.

Oneresultfromlastsummer's expe-
dition, has been an agreement between
Sovintersport, our hosts, and myself for
publication and U.S.-Canadian distribu-
tion of abrochuredescribingtheir 1988
Katun River catamaran programs. This
represents the first commercial open-
ing of a river inthe USSR. to Western
paddlers.

That an American is producing ad-
vertising literature for the Soviet gov-
ernment is, | believe, unique--&
estroika in action--John Lentz Katun
River Expedition, 5424 Mohican Rd.,
Bethesda, MD 20816.

Great Northern

opens Penobscot
access road

There's good news and bad news
from Milinocket, Maine--at least for
paddlers. The good news is that the
Great Northern Paper Company, which
owns all the land surrounding the best
section of the West Branch of the Pe-
nobscot River, now permitsboaters to
pass through the gates of their power
plant at the head of Ripogenus Gorge.

The bad news is that it now costs |

$8.00 a day to use their logging road
which is the only access route to the
river. If you stay overnight, it will cosl
you an additional $6.00 a person ta
sleep in the campgrounds located on
their property (Maine residents get
reducedrates).
So, are the Great Northern manag-
ers the good guys or the bad guys?
Opinion among the outfitters and
raftersinthe areais mixed. Some fee!
Great Northern is simply getting into the

| eecreation business as company bro-

shures claim. OthersfeelGreat North-
#rn is extracting payment for the role
rafters and boaters played in frustrating
their plans to build a hydropowerdam
on the river's Big Amberjockwockamus
IBig A) Rapid.

The West Branch of the Penobscot
adjoins Maine's unique and spectacular
Baxter State Park. (Reservations to
iamp in the park are allocated in a
January 1 lottery, and after that the
iasual visiter will be very lucky to getin
ihe park on a last-minute cancellation.)
Mount Katahdin, the northern terminus
of the AppalachianTrall, is the center-
jpiece of the park and attractsclimbers
fromall over the east.

The whitewater run, although fairly
brief and with significant flatwater
stretches, is particularly scenic and
sontains one truly memorable rapid--
‘heCribworks.

“AWA mem bers
recognized at
film festival

Presentations by several
AWA members finished in the winners'
circle at the Fifth National Paddling Film
Festival held in Lexington, Kentucky on
February 26 and 27.

The annual event, sponsored by the
Bluegrass Wildwater Association and
Menasha Ridge Press, featured the
work of professional and amateur
whitewater filmmakers, video artists
and slide photographers. Approxi-
mately 350 whitewater enthusiastsat-
tendedthe festival at the University of
Kentucky Health Science Learning
Center according to Barry Grimes,
BWA Film Coordinator.

Best of Festival Award and
BestRecreational/Scenic Awardwent
to Bob Gedekoh for a slide
presentation, Laurentian River Trilogy,
Gedekoh's entry included highlights
from three wilderness kayaking expedi-
tionsin northeasternQuebec. Articles
regarding two of these explorations had
appearedin American Whitewater, the

‘COMPLETE WATERSPORT
SOURCE

CARCES

KAYAKS &
aquaterra EQUIPMENT
e o R e ]

+AVON « PATAGONIA

*SEA NYMPH « HENRILLOYD

+ OARS & PADDLES « STEARNS

. VESTS \WATERPROOF STORAGE
GS

(]
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walauga
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17 current boat
choose from
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designs to
including, The NEW

"Extra Jet", "Jet", Mobhius
Thruster", "Fit", "Extra",
"Mopho", "Extrabat".

We specialize in SQUIRT BOAT
construction custom built for
the i ndi vi dual s size and

wei ght. GRAPHI CS ARE FREE
KEVLAR BOATS only $625.00

Kits available for considerable

| ess; vacuum bagged boat s
consi derably more.
$50 shipping max. to West Coast

Factory direct sales available
if we dc not have a dealer in
your area.

WATAUGA LAM NATES
RT. 4 BOX 74
BANNER ELK, NC 28604
704-963- 4033



AWAjournal.

Niagara: Scary Fun, a crowd
pleasing video by Paul Marshall featur-
ing AWA Executive Director Risa Shi-
moda Callaway, Forrest Callaway and
openboaterextraordinaireNolan Whit-
sell, captured the award for Best Hair
entry. Filmedduring lastfall's historic
runs of the Niagara Gorge, Marshall's
stunning whitewater footage elicited
OOOHSI, AHHHS!and cheers.

Faces (And Other Body
Parts), a humorous and racy photo
directory of the Bluegrass Wildwater
Association produced by Carole
Bryant, was judged the Best Club entry.

Mr. Bill's Kayaking Adventure,
documentingtheindomitablelittleclay
man's harrowing induction into
Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Paddling
Club, won the award for Best Humor
presentation.

Gasper River Gold, a slide
presentation by Ken Cooke outlining
the Southern Kentucky Paddler's
Society's hands on efforts to clean up
the Gasper River received an Honor-
able Mention in the Club category.
Summer Whitewater Colorado Style,
an action packed video presentation by
Wisconsin Mark Altmann, merited an
Honorable Mention in the Recreational/
Scenic Category.

The Best of Show in the Pro-
fessional Divisionwent to BWA video-
maker John Davis for Heart of Damp
ness, an ethereal parody of Conrad's
Heart of Darkness and Coppola's
Apocalypse Now that brought down the
house. Documenting a man's degrada-
tion and ultimate ruinationby his addic-
tion to whitewater boating, Davis's work
provided "heavy" food for thought to the
many whitewater fanatics in the audi-
ence. The production starred the
BWA’s own "MrDanger", Mike Weeks,
who coincidentally, served as party or-
ganizer forthe festival.

HonorableMentioninthe Pro-
fessional Division also went to Davis for
1987 Savage River Invitational, a video
featuring racing on the river slated to be
the site of the next world champion-
ships.

Other popular entries included
The Nehanni, a film documentary of
AWA president Marge Cline's expedi-

tion on a remote Canadian River. ]

Guatemala: WhitewaterinParadise,a
video by Paul Marshall reminiscent of
Raidersof the Lost Ark , includedfoot-

age of jungle ruins and the perilous |

volcano.

Boating in Wisconsin,
throughout the Appalachians, in
Alaska, in the Grand Canyon and on the
SalmonRiverinldahowas spotlighted
in other programs.

Matters of serious conse-
guence to boaters were not neglected
at the Festival. The proposalto build an
airport on National Forest Service Land
adjoiningthe Chattooga was discussed
and attendees were encouraged to
contact their legislators to register their
objections. River access problemsin
Kentucky due to no trespassing restric-
tionswere also reviewed.

A reception held Friday night
for out of town participants included
viewings of some of the most popular
entries from previous years. Other
popular videos from recent festivals
were viewed during a catered lunch
Saturday arranged by BWA member
DonSpangler.

The award ceremony was
held at a raucous pool party Saturday
night that also included a boisterous
dancecontestand anequipmentraffle
organized by BWA member Richard
Smithers to benefit the American Rivers
ConservationCouncil. An appearance
by the ever popular Women in Rubber
climaxedtheeveningandasignificant
portion of the audience. The fandango,
which raged until nearly three in the
morning, demonstratedonce again the
legendary partying prowess of the
members of Bluegrass Wildwater As-
sociation.

Itis no secretthat Bluegrass
Wildwater Association members know
how to have a good time, and they really
work hard to make sure that their guests
atthe festivalhave one too. Thanksto
their hospitality the National Paddling
Film Festival has become one of the
most popularwhitewatereventsin the
country, a perfect way to escape those
winter blues and kickoff anewboating
season.
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Long Lake

announcesM oose
| proced

ascent and exploration of an active |

Uures

Jim Deihl on Bottom Moose

The Moose River Corporation, a
subsidiary of Long Lake Energy,
doesn't mince any words regarding its
position on recreational boating on New
York's BottomMoose River inside the
property of its small-hydro project: it
doesn't like it...at all.

Fortunately for boaters, Moose
River Corporation is compelled by re-
guirements of its license to grant 20
days of recreational releases each
year. The releases are scheduled for
eight consecutive Sundays starting the
third week of April and the first two
Sundaysof October.

In addition, 10 optional days through
the April 16-October 30 paddling sea-
son can be scheduled by contacting the
River Information Clearinghouse Hot-
lineatleast five daysinadvanceof the
desireddate.

The water-release arrangement
was part of a compromise worked out
between Long Lake and AWA during
the licensing process for the Moose
River proiect that dewatersa mile-long
section of the famed Bottom Moose run
during power generation.
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Second half of Bottorn Moose now contained in projectarea

In its pamphlet Provisions and
Procedures for Whitewater Boating
Within the Moose River Project Area,
Long Lake clearly states that it is only
providing whitewater recreational op-
portunities becauseitis forced to--not
as aservicetothe paddling public.

As a matter of fact, the procedures
outlined make paddlingdarned incon-
venient: boaters must produce avalid
proof of age and identification at the
check-in prior to entering the project
area. Atthattime, paddlersare issued
a red tag which they must wear at all
times while on project waters. In addi-
tion, boaters must read and sign a
releaseandindemnificationstatement
that includes local newspaper accounts
of an injury and a drowning that oc-
curredduringwhitewater activitieslast
season.

The question of accessto the proj-
ect area during high periods of high
water when natural flow spills over the
damisstillunresolved. Long Lake has
indicated that it will attempt to limit
whitewater activity to only the 20 sched-

uledrelease dates—regardless if natu-
ral flowis available.

Long Lake claimsitsrestrictivepoli-
cies are based on a concem of possible
litigation. However, it's no secret that
Long Lake and AWA have been in-
volved with a number of spirited dis-
agreements over the pastthree years.

In 1986, an AWA deposition helped
halt construction on the project for 40
days costing Long Lake substantial
losses. This year, the AWA has helped
place significant barricades to Long
Lake developing its Felts Mills project
onthe Black. Long Lake hasretaliated
by seekingto subpoena AWA Director
Pete Skinner's records.

Regardless of the reasons behind
Long Lake's restrictivepolicies, limiting
the watersinsidethe Moose River proj-
ectareapenalizeswhitewaterboaters.
The Bottom Moose stands as one of the
foremost expert runs in the northeast
United States. Starting three miles
above the project area, the run features
five major drops before reaching the
newly constructeddam.
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Inside the project area, the run con-
tinues with four more rapids of class V-
V severity. Althoughthe first half of the
Bottom Moose is unaffected by the
projectand can stillbe run at any time
withadequatewater, the stretchistoo
short for a serious trip without the at-
tractionsofferedinside the project.

As an alternative, paddlerscanplan
to boat the Lower Moose section, a
classlll-IV run, andfinishwiththe rap-
ids stillavailable on the Bottom.
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Five propo

sed dams

threaten Cheat system

"The Cheat wa-
tershed is fantastic
no matter which
way you look at it. If
youareagung ho
Corpsof Engineers
type,youdroolin
frustrationat seeing
water running freely
every second over
one of the largest
uncontrolled
watershedsinthe
east, but if youare
apaddler,you seeit
as aplaceof aimost
infinite variety of
water too test the
mettle of yourskill
and your boat.”
—from Wikd Water
West Virainia

An engineering re-
port prepared for the
Tucker County (WV)
Commissionpro-
poses construction of
five dams on head-
water tributariesof
the Cheat River. The
proposedcrushed
rock dams are of
moderate size (90' to
120’ high) and would
be operated for flood
controlpurposes
only. In otherwords,
they would be "dry”
dams maintained
withoutpools most of the time. The dams wouldbe
located on Gandy Creek and on the lower sections of the
ShaversFork, Laurel Fork, Glady Fork and Dry Fork
Rvers.

The report, prepared by Robert EIi, a Professor of En-

Mo Lantarif

Fareces

Bhavers Fort Dl

Glady Porh Dum ="
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ineering at West
VirginiaUniversity at
Morgantown, has been
submittedto the Army
Corpsof Engineers,
Pittsburgh District. The
Amy Corpsin turnex-
pects to see Congress
appropriate funds to
oerform afeasibility
study of the proposal,
as well as other
alternativesfor'im-
provements"in the
CheatBasin.

Tucker County,
which comprises most
of the upper Cheat wa-
tershed, was hit hard
by the Great Flood of
1985, particularlyat
Parsons, thecounty
seat. Theinitialstated
goal of the report was
todesign'structural
measures"for protec-
tion for Parsonsfrom a
flood of this magnitude.

On November 4-5,
1985, the Cheat
crested at Parsons at
176,000 CFS, with15
percentof the flow
contributedby the
Blackwater, 60 percent
from the Dry Fork
(including Laureland
Glady Forks) and 25
percentfrom Shavers
Fork. Statistically, this
flood was "off the chart"
and cannotbe reliabilityclassifiedas to probability of
recurrence. The report concludes only that the Great
Flood exceeded the frequency of a 500 year flood.

Only one alternative was deemed sufficient to control
suchaflood, consisting of three large (up to 250" high) dry

CHEAT WIVEN RAJIW

— Dry Fork D=

— Léwr4l Fork Dum

= Gundy Cresk Dum




dams. Twowouldbe
located on the dry fork and
one on the ShaversFork.
Thereportconcludes,
however, thatsiting
problemsandhigh costs
(hundreds of millionsof
dollars) make thisalterna-
tive obviously infeasible.
The report proceedsto
scale backits goal to pro-
tection for Parsons (and
downstreampoints) for 100
year floods.. The report
findsthat because of the
steepnessand high eleva-
tion of the Cheat headwa-
ters, the most severe flood
riskinthe Basin arises
there. Toillustrate, the
Cheat Basin has about 50
percent of its drainage up-
stream of Parsons, and yet
that area contributed 85
percent of the total water
flow of the Great Flood.
Thus, considerationof
damsisconcentratedon
the headwater tributaries.
The Blackwaterwas
foundto be too steepinits

lower reachesto allow suffi-

cientreservoir storagein
relation to the size of the
dam. To allow the Blackwa-
ter to remain uncontrolled,
and stillafford 100 year
floodprotectionto Parsons,
the studyrecommends
dams on (1) Gandy Creek
upstream of Whitmer, (2)
Dty Fork above Hendricks,
(3) near bottom of Laurel
Fork, (4) near bottom of
Glady Fork, and (5)
ShaversForkabove
Parsons.

The report has several
shortcomings. First, by its
ownadmission, itdoes not
addressthe economicfea-
sibility of the proposal at all.
However, itrecommends
thatsuch an economic
study be performed,
presumably by the Army

Corps.

Second, the reportdoes

not even mention, much
lessaddress, the severe
effects the damswould
have onthe environmental
andrecreational attributes
of the CheatBasin. The
dams would be “dry" most
of the time, but would be
filledon occasion, which
would devastate plantand
animal life in the pool
areas. Thus, the pool areas
wouldlikelyconsistof giant
mud bowls. For example,
the proposed Laurel Fork
Dam would be 120" high

~ (spillway height) and 630'
wide. Its "normal“pool
would cover only four
acres. Filled, it wouldcover
177 acres. A paddler on the
formerly lovely Laurel Fork
could paddle dawn the river
through the mud bowl, but
would then face a horren-
dous portage up and over
the dam.

Third, the report clearly
has adam builder's bias.
Flood control alternativesto
dams (suchaslevees,
floodwallsandchanneliza-
tion of the river near popu-

mconservation

T lated areas) are givenshort

shriftanddismissedout of
hand. The study criticizes
suchmeasuresin that they
wouldnothave controlled
the Great Flood, and yet,
the five damsproposed
wouldbe also overwhelmed
by suchaflood.

The fact is that these al-
ternatives to dams are far
cheaper, do less environ-
mental damage, and are ef-
fective flood protection. A
good exampleis the Army
CorpsprojectatKitzmiller,
Md. onthe North Branch

The Cheat's waters
rise in the pine-fringed
alplne meaadows on the
wastern side of Spruce
Knob;,; Wesal Virginla's
highesal mountaln, and
then disappear al the
Sinks fo flow under a

waters also gather In the
forested halghts of Poca-

narth, unlgualy carving s
greove down the middie
ofa rdge (Shavers Fork).

The waters rise on &
high plateau In tha baaver
ponds and wetlands of
Dolly Sods Wildernass
{Red Croak) and Canaan
Vallay (Blackwatar
River). Al the edge of the
plateau, Rad Creak drops
over s sorles of falls os i
stalrstaps s way down
to the valley floor. At the
othar sdge of tha sama
plateau, the Bleckwaier
plunges over Blackwater
Falls and rushes down
1,000 feed In alevatlon In
aight miles, forming Wes!t
Virginia's longest Class
V-V rapid,

ridge (Gandy Ridge). The |

hanias County, and flow

The waters also draln |

| the gentle farm country
| around the Fort Neceasity
| Batilafleld Insouth cantral
| Pennsyivania, resntering
| West Virginia near the plc-
| turesque millworks ot

| Brueston Mills (Blg Sandy |

| Greek).

Tha Cheat Basin |s
| known for Ns dramatic
| scanery. As you ascand
| US. Route 33 on_ Rich

Mouniain and look over
| the Dry Fork Valley, the
| vistas are reminlscent of
| the low Alps In Swilrer-
| land. There are saveral
| lamous watarfalls: the
| magnificent, horseshos-
{ shaped High Falls of the
| Cheat on the Shavers Fork,
| Blackwater Falls, n#nd
| Wonder Falls on Blg Sandy
Creak, a faverlle pholo
spot for whitewater ax-
perts.

Tha scanery la alaa Intl-
mate:-the- Leurel-Fork-is
thought to ba tha most
beautlful river in the state,
&% you paddie a vernal
valley through wast
growths of mountaln lau-
rel and sofi stands of
BprUCE,

An ode to the Cheat

The Cheaf Is a white-

| water paradiss, not just
| forthatsns of thousands

of mfters who run the

| Cheat  Canyon — every

spring, with s famous
rapids such as Big Nasty,
High Falls and Collseum.
Each of the major tribu-
taries ks a popular, scankc
and challanging run In s
own right. Askthosawho

| have run the lovely Laurel

Fork, with s many three-

| foot lsdges, Slide Rapld
| on the Blackwater, or
| Zeam Flume and Little

| Splal on the Big Sandy.

Tha whitewalsr ranges

| from _the semne (Dry

Fork), to the expert (Shav-
ars Fork McGes Run or

the Lower Blg Sandy) to

| the sxpeditionary (Upper

| Blackwater Canyonj

| Stotes. |s { a proper place

This |s the Cheat Ba-
sin. Fabulous, Incompa-
rabia. it la the most Bpac-
tacular and most valuabls
recraallonal walershed |n
thea Eastern Unlied

for five major dams? Or
any dama?
~mac tharnion
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Potomac. Ironically, there-
porthintsthat 100 year
flood protectionmight be
achieved for Parsonsby
such alternative measures,
citinga 1965 Army Corps
study. The reportalsofails
to mentionzoningto

prohibitconstructionbelow
the level of the 100 year
floodplain.

Copies of the report and
furtherinformationcanbe ||
obtainedfrom Mac
Thornton, AmericanCanoe
Association Conservation
Chairman(Middle States),
322 Tenth Street, S.E.,
Washington,D.C. 20003.
Phone (202)543-4923.

Individuals or groups
whowish to receive
pertinentpublic noticesand
to participatein the public
phasesof the Army Corps
consideration of dam
proposalsin the Cheat
Basinshouldexpresstheir
interest by writingto
Colonel George M. Miller,
Jr., DistrictEngineer, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers,
Pittsburgh District, 1000
Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh.

So what's the big deal
about a "dry" dam--are
boatersturning so wimpy
that they can't standa little
carry? After all, thedam
wouldbefilled only intimes

of flood, right?

Well, maybe...

The problem with
buildingadam is that once__|
itexists--theintended
purpose canbe altered. A

Drydams offer threat of future retrofits

rretrofitto enlarge the
project @ add hydro-
electric capabilities is a
distinct possibility.

The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission
(FERC), thegovernmental

] agencythatlicensesriver

projects,tendstoplace
fewer restrictionsonexist-
ing damsthanin cases

| where no developmentis in
place. FERChasan
attitude thatseemsto say,
"Well, the damage has

alreadybeendone...so
whatdo a few changes
matter?"

Whatever mitigation

plans are submittedto ac-
commodate whitewater
activity, the bottom line
reads: any damon the

|| Cheat system threatens

whitewaterusage--ifnot
now, theninthe future.




Arkansas River paddlersflght mcrea%d regulation

Reprintedfrom Currents

The Bureau of Land
Managementis planningto
turn over its lands along the
ArkansasRiverinthe
mountains of Colorado to
the Colorado state govern-
ment. The proposalis likely
to fundamentally affectriver
running rights on one of the

1 expanding their river regu-

lations.

The Arkansas starts in
the mountains of Colorado
and flows east to the
Mississippi, passing

| throughArkansas. Between

Granite, Colorado, and
Canon City, Colorado,
there are nearly 100 miles
in which rapids are never

[~ some significant stretches

of undevelopedland. The
ownershipof land along the
river is a patchwork of
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and private holdings.
Virtually all river running is
done asday trips.

The river has been
popularfor recreational
river running since the

Commercial rafting
began on the riverin the
mid-1970's, andgovern-
ment agencies estimate
that over 100,000 people
now take raft trips each
summer.For Brown's
Canyon, onsummer
weekend mornings a con-
tinuoustrain of commercial
rafts leaves the put-in

nation'smost popular riv- more than a few hundred 1850's, when the town of areas and headsinto the
ers. It alsomay seta yards apart, andin places Salidabeganthe annual canyon, with nointerruption
disturbingprecedentfor are continuous fo_r overa FIBARK river races. forseveral hours.
public rights to Federal mile. Thestretchincludes Rounded granite bo_ulders Raft outfitters launch
landselsewhere. Thestate | "The Numbers™rapids, dotmany of the rapids, and take out both on
government in Oregon Brown's Canyon, and the creatingwhitewatermazes | private lands and Bureau of
recently assumedgreater Royal Gorge, as wellas atmoderatelevels and Land Managementlands.
regulation of the popular other sections. thundering holes at high The BLMbeganrequiring
DeschutesRiverinthat For much of its length, water. Many river runners permitsand fees for these
state, and other state the Arkansasisbordered rate the Arkansasamong operationsin 1979. The
governmentsare also by ranches, roads, andthe | the tenbestriversinthe BLMdoes not regularly
railway, althoughthere are | nation for whitewater. police the river itselfand
— WHITEWATER VIDED SERIES
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has not setany limitson
use by eithercommercialor
noncommercial boaters. At
present, anyone can boat
freely onall sections of the
river.

Facilities: The Colorado
Divisionof Parksand
Outdoor Recreation (the
"State Parks Division")
wantsto take overthe BLM
lands along the river and
setup an "Arkansas River
State Recreation Area,"
with "some sort of inten-
sively managed, user
funded, locally responsive
approach™to river regula-
tion, accordingtoits
November 1987 “Action
Statement.” The agency
envisions developed launch
sites with restrooms, picnic
tables, parkinglots, and
similar facilities. Rangers
would require drivers to pay

W Ppaucartaiibo-inca River=———===§

John Armstrong’s thrilling #ifm of a 1985attempt
| by four Americans to make the #rst descent of
Peru’s Paucartambo River, a 14,000/0st drop
through the heart of the /nea Empire. $54.95

welding & mfg.

JAErican

fees or show an annual
"parks pass"to enter these
areas. Atpresentthe BLM
providessimplegravel
parkingareas and an
occasional outhouse, with
nofees.

At asecondlevel, the
Parks Division would seek
greater control over running
the riveritself as wellas
use of its streamside
facilities. Sofaritsplans
are stillvague, andthe
State Legislaturewould
have to pass additional
legislationto give the
Division such authority. The
Divisionthenproposes
some combination of regu-
lations designedto spread
out use on the river. It may
setupaspecificschedule
for outfitterlaunches. It
may “zone"the river so that
some segmentswouldbe

&

| closed to river runners

altogether, at leastduring
part of the year. It may
charge lower fees for
weekday use thanon
weekends.

The agency does not
actuallyproposeasystem
of permitlimits or alloca-
tions'at thistime." It
believesthatencouraging
userstospreadout, and
providing facilities, will be
sufficientmeasuresforat
leastafewyears. Infact,
the agency plansto
promotejncreasedcom-
mercial rafting on the river.
“The Divisionseesitselfin
the role as a supporterand
facilitator of economic
development," the plan
says. "Establishment of an
Arkansas River State
Recreation Areawould
provide areadily market-

| able product." The promo-

tionwould presumablyin-
tensify the need for limits
and allocations, atleastfor
commercial operations, and
possibly for noncommercial
boaters as well. On all of
the Federally-managed
rivers where both commer-
cial and noncommercial
useis limited, noncommer-
cialboatersmustapply to
lotteries or wait years for
permits, while commercial
operationscontinueas
usualwithnosignificant
wait for customers. The
proposalcontainsnothing
tosuggestthatthings
would be any differenton
the Arkansasunder Parks
Division management.

The agency proposesto
set upan "Advisory Board"
to helpplanits program.
The board wouldinclude

““The T-Slalom is a favorite among beginners and experts alike. Its design
characteristics allow quick spinning, good playing, and easy rolling. And the
blowmolded hull has four times the tear-strength of roto-molded boats. New this
year from Prijon is the T-Canyon. This shorter new boat is perfectly designed for
extreme descents and its unique high performance hull promotes fast spinning,
excellent playing, and easy learnina

The T-Slalom and the T.Canyean Tesl drive Bagen bodley Bl be camnlul; yon oy

Aluminum rowing frames, camp _ find you need a Fwa-hayak garage. L i
| kitchens, dry boxes and tables. = . ‘“ -2
| Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and " "

FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582

5179-C Crater Lake Hwy.
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

et OF More information or your nearest dealer call: 303-444-2336,
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representatives of commer-
claland noncommercial
river runners, fishermen,
andvariouslocalinterests.
The plancontainsnoindi-
cationof how any conflict-
ing goals of the different
interestswould be re-
solved.

Scenarios: The Parks
Divisionbeganitsinvolve-
ment in river runningin
Coloradoin 1984, when the
state'slegislaturepasseda
law authorizingthe agency
tolicensecommercialraft
trip outfittersoperating
anywhere in the state. One
statelegislatortoldNORSI
CURRENTS, “The oulffitters
cameto us and begged us
to regulate them.™ The
agency can now shutdown
outfitters who do not meet
basic requirements, but it
currentlycannotlimitthe
size of outfitter operations

or limituse of any particular
river.

As one outfitter ex-
plainedafter arecent
meeting concerningthe
river, itis still relatively easy
for new oultfitters to start
operations and compete
withexistingones. Many
outfitterswantthe state
governmentto setaceiling
or cap on outfitterson
severalpopular rivers, or
even a statewide morato-
rium on new river outfitters,
so that the existing ones
would hold a share of river
accessrightsthatwould
suddenlyhavevalue.

"The fortunate outfitters
willthen hold valuable'user
days' or the equivalent,”
says a former Colorado
Whitewater Association
presidentandlong-time
observer. "A few will buy
each other out until there

are adozen or so, who will
wieldpoliticalandlegal
power out of proportion to
theirnumbers. Thisisthe
singlemostimportantissue
for the oulffitters, who want
tobeinapositionto sell
thatwindfall.It's alsoatrap
that the Colorado Whitewa-
ter Associationandthe
Colorado Environmental
Coalitionshouldnotfall
into. Both groups should be
concernedaboutany policy
that turns management of
the river over to private
businesses."

Such a scenario would
echothe presentsituation
onthe majorovernightriver
trips in the West that are
currently managed by the
Federalgovernment.On
thoserivers, sometento
twenty concessionaires or
'special usepermittee”
havevirtuallypermanent

lconservation

“ownership of the majority of
the river use rights.
Commercialpermitsfor
suchrivershaverecently
been old from one operator
to another for well over one
milliondollars.

Other outfittersin
Coloradodo not favor this
fixed-allocationpattern.
Insteadthey envisiona
continued competitive
marketwith opportunities
for popular outfitters to
expand.

Akey differenceis the
legal status of the lands
surroundingthe riversin
guestion. The Federally-
managed overnightrivers
flow throughNational Parks
or Wildernessareasthat
Congresshasdesignated
for preservation.Federal
agenciesinterpretthisas
authorizationto limitthe
amount of river running to
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One to four day whitewater rafting trips
Salmon and steelhead fishing

GROUP KAYAK SUPPORT TRIPS
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“Wild & Scenic" Rogue River.

Write or Call for
Information:
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preserve wildermess
gualities. By contrast, there
is no preservationlaw at all
for any lands along the
Arkansas. Even the most
remote stretches of the
river are still near a rail-
road, dirtroads, ranches,
andotherinstallations. The
State Legislaturewould
have to pass newlaws
before any limits or
allocationscouldbe
imposed.

Critics: Becausethe
Parks Divisionproposesto
"intensively manage"the
river and yet has no
specific management
plans, its proposalhas
drawn criticismboth from
peoplewho think it should
impose more limits, to pre-
serve naturalfeatures, and
from people who think it
shouldimposefewerlimits,
to maintainthe present

freedom to run the river
that noncommercial
boaters enjoy, and a free
marketinthe commercial
raftingindustry. Noncom-
mercial boaters, fishermen,
andenvironmentalistsare
allconcernedthat the
Division's program will
become a tool of commer-
cial raft outfitters, and other
userswillsbe displaced, as
they have been on the Fed-
erally-managedwestern
rivers. One member of the
boardthatdirectsthe Parks
Divisionrecentlytolda
NORS staffer, "If you
(noncommercial boaters)
wantfree accessto rivers,
go somewhereelse."

The transfer of authority
alsoraisesquestionsabout
keeping Federallands open
to the nation's citizens,
rather than turning them
overto state agencies

WHITEWATER
SERVICE &
SUPPLY CO.

An Affordable Way
to Sell or Repair
Your Used Equipment

o \Whitewater Trader

A clearing house, in
| newsleiter form, for used
whitewater equipment.

Repair Services

- Raft/Canoe/Kayak
- Custom Outfitting
- Custom Gear to your

dominatedby localcom-
mercialinterests. If the
BLMproceeds withthe
transferwithout an environ-
mentalstatement, it may
violatethe NationalEnvi-
ronmental Protection Act
and otherlaws. The BLM
supportsthe transferat
present, apparentlydueto
politicalpressurefrom
outfittersand state govern-
ment leaders. Thetransfer
couldbefinalizedin less
thanayear.

Penobscot
Road Regs

There's good news and
bad news fromMilinocket,
Maine--at least for pad-
dlers. Thegood newsis
that the Great Northemn
Paper Company, which
owns all the land surround-

and hoardsailing Call or write for our free catalog

ing the best section of the
West Branch of the
PenobscotRiver, now
permitsboaterstopass
through the gates of their
power plant at the head of
Ripogenus Gorge.

Thebad newsis that it
now costs $8.00 aday to
use theirlogging road
whichisthe onlyaccess
route to the river. If you
stay overnight, itwillcost
you an additional $6.00 a
persontosleepin the
campgroundslocatedon
their property (Maine
residentsget reduced
rates).

So, are the Great
Northem managersthe
good guys or the bad
guys?

Opinion among the out-
fittersandraftersinthe
areais mixed. Somefeel
GreatNorthernis simply

GRANITY SPORTS VIDEDS
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BILL DVORAK'S
KAYAK & RAFTING
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Long Creek, S.C. 29658
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20 Wesser Cr. Rd.

Bryson City, NC 28713
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modate your group or individuals. Innovators of par-
ticipatory paddle boat trips we also have.instruction-for |
the disabled, including kayaking. Fully guided fishing
trips. Equipment: Maravia & Avon rafts, Perception,
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FREE BROCHURE.
17921-R U.S. Hwy. 285, Nathrop, CO 81236
(719) 539-6851 or (800) 824-3795 U.S.
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gettinginto therecreation
businessas company
brochuresclaim. Others
feel Great Northernis ex-
tractingpayment for the
role rafters and boaters
playedin frustratingtheir

plans to build a hydropower ||

damontheriver's Big
Amberjockwockamus (Big
A) Rapid.

The West Branch of the
Penobscot adjoins Maine's
unique andspectacular
Baxter State Park. (Reser-
vations to campinthe park
are allocatedin a January 1
lottery, and after that the
casualvisiter willbe very
luckyto getinthe parkona
last-minute cancellation.)
MountKatahdin, the
northernterminus of the
Appalachian Trail, isthe
centerpiece of the park and
attractsclimbersfromall

The whitewater run, al-
though fairly brief and with
significant flatwater
stretches, is particularly
scenicandcontains one
truly memorable rapid-the
Cribworks.

Chattooga
Alrport
Update

The Commissioners
from Rabun County,
Georgia have asked the
U.S. ForestServiceto
deed or swap them a tract
of land or givethema
special usepermitsothe
Federal Aviation Admini-
stration willbuildtheman
airport. The requestis fora
270acretractof landinthe

Forest just south of
Highway 76. The proposed
runway would be 1,000
yards from Woodall Shoals
and just 500 yards fromthe
NationalWild and Scenic
ChattoogaRivercorridor.

The proposedsite is
very near the section of the
Chattoogathatisheavily
usedby kayakers, canoe-
istsandrafters. The
Chattoogahasbeena
popular paddlingdestina-
tion for people from all over
the U.S. forfifteenyears
and more than 60,000
people paddle the river
eachyear. The surrounding
National Forestis used for
hiking, hunting, fishing,
camping andgeneral
outdoor recreation by over
half a millionpeople each
year.

The wild and scenic

would be jeopardizedby
theconstructionof the

| airport:

--the areareceives from

i 60 to 80inches of rainfall

per year and erosion and

| siltationinto the riverwould

beimpossibleto control.

--the proposed airport
orientationis perpendicular
to the river and approach
and take-off would be
directly overthe airport.

--rare wildlife such as
eaglesand osprey as well
asseveralspeciesof rare
and endangered wildflow-
ers suchasthe mottled
trilliumnow grow in the
Chattoogagorge and could
be effectedby the subse-
guentincreaseof noise and
the possible soil distur-
bance.

The Rabun County
Commissionerswilltry to

overtheeast. Chattahoochee National iual ii of the Chattooia iortrai this asalocalissue

The Best Boaters In The World
Are Coming To The USA! |

— )
Colorful and functional paddling wear de- :
signed by Champions Richard Fox and

Davey Hearn for Wild-Water. w

Warm and flexible Avilastic aric PV drysuils

from DryFashion %

The best paddling gear i now avadlable from

Northwest River Supplies. See our complete
line of equipment and accessories at your local
specialty shop or call or write for free 1988  / _

S Northwest
River s
Supplies . —. -~

1-800-635-5202 —
P.O. Box 9186 AWA _Moscow. 1D 83843 '
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between jobs and eco-
nomic growth and river
conservationists. In fact,
building an airport nextto a
Wild and Scenic Riveris a
nationalissue; fivetimesas
many people paddle the
rivereach year aslivein
Rabun County and most of
those peoplecome fromall
over the United States.

The Forest Service
should rejectthe concept of
aland-swapout of hand. At
very least, anEnviron-
mental Impact Statement
shouldbe conductedbefore
any actionis taken.

Northwest
Hitlist

Northwestern whitewa-
ter riversare currently
under a state of siege as

dambuilders propose
projectsthat would damage
or destroy a number of top-
notch runs. The dam build-
ershit-listreadsas follows:
WASHINGTON

North Fork Snoqualmie-
-Bellevue has applied for a
license on FERC project
No. 5926 which will destroy
the beautifuland varied
class 3 run on the North
Fork. FERCrejectedthe
application and Bellevue
appealedthe rejection. The
NorthwestRiversCouncil
filed aletter againstthe
appeal and FERC stillhas
notruled on it 23 months
later.

Cispus--Lewis County
P.UD. hasbeengranteda
licenseto build the Cowlitz
Fallsprojectwhichwill
inundate the last mile-and-
a-half of the pretty class 2-
3runonthe Cispus. Local

residentsare workingto
stop the dam because it will
raisetheirelectricratesas
wellas destroy theriver.
The project may be
stopped yet.

Dosewallips-Jefferson
County and Tacomahave
soughtalicensefora
diversionprojectwhichwill
interfere with salmon and
steelhead migratingup the
onlyriverwhichgivesthe
fishaccesstothe eastside
of the Olympic National
Park. So farthe projecthas
beenblockedby the State
Dept. of Ecology'sdenial of
a water quality permit, but
the denial is being ap-
pealed.

OREGON

Klamath--The City of
Klamath Falls" proposed
Salt Cavesprojectwould
destroy the outstanding
class4-5 whitewatertrip

and blue ribbontrout fishing
onthis southern Oregon
river. The State Dept. of
Environmental Quality has
denied a water quality
permit, butthe city is
appealingthe denial.
IDAHO

North Fork Payette--
Two projectsthreatenthis
nationallyknownwhitewa-
tergem. The City of
Tacoma's project No.
10342 (identicalto Idaho
Power's abandoned
project) would put the river
in a pipe from Smith's Ferry
toBanks, destroyingthe
incredible class 5 kayaking
run. Gem Statelrrigation's
proposedprojectNo.
10341, is evenworse,
destroyingnot only the
famousclass5sectionof
the North Fork, but also the
class 3-4 Cabarton stretch.
South Fork Payette--

“Whitewater

¢Inc.

~(hallengers

our

intermediate clinics.
clinics are taught by ACA cert-
day clinics with classroom
SESSI0NG,
on river
W also offer canoe
clinics for the

canoeing enthusiast!| .
CALL US TODAY!
(717) 443-9532 "

w
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The Oxbowproject, No.
6329, has been revivedto
threatenthe South Fork
which is one of the most
popular recreationalrivers
in Idaho.

Snake--Two sets of
projectsthreatendifferent
portions of the Snake. First,
the City of Tacomais
considering buying electric-
ity from the private devel-
opers of the A.J. Wiley
project, No. 8807, on the
Snake near Bliss, Idaho.
Thisstretchprovidesavery
popular class 2 trip, the
only one within 150 miles of
the site. Second, the Milner
project, No. 2899, and the
Star Fallsproject, No.

5797, would chip away at
the Murtaugh run on the
Snake. Milner would reduce
flows for one-half mile
below the dam, making the
runamore difficultclass 5.

The Star Falls project
would reduce the water to
lessthanrunnablelevels
for most of the yearin
Amnesia rapid.

WHAT YOU CANDO

If you are concerned
about any of theser rivers,
youshouldcontactthe
AWA RiverDefense Project
at136-13th St, SE,
Washington, DC, 20003
and the NorthwestRivers
Councilat PO Box 88,
Seattle, WA, 98111.

You should also call the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commissionin Washington
and ask to be placed on the
“service card list"to receive

I FERC noticesaboutthe

project. Be sureto give

I them the project number.

FERCcanbe reachedat

| (202)357-8721.
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UpperYough regulations
won't solvecongestion

OnMarch 11,1988, the
MarylandDepartment of
NaturalResources(DNR)
announcedplansto estab-
lish"emergency'regula-
tionsforcommercial
whitewaterraftingonthe
Upper YoughioghenyRiver
(SwallowFalls to Fri-
endsville). The regulations
will take effect for the 1988
seasonandwillestablish
rules forinsurance, guide
gualifications, equipment
and number of trips per day
peroutfitter.

Limits on outfitter num-
bers andtrips perday is
the most controversial
aspectof the regulations.
The Upper Youghiogheny
Advisory Board has
recommendedalimit of

three commercial outfitters
with four rafts perday. This
would resultin atotal of 36
commercial customers per
day. (Eachraftcarriesone
guide and three custom-
ers.)

As would be expected,
the MarylandDNR is under
pressure from a number of
raftingcompaniesfrom
nearby stateswho would
like to runcommercial trips
on the Upper Yough. In
response, DNR has
proposedto allow only
three rafts per day per
| outfitterbuttoplaceno
limitat all onthe number
of outfltters or onthe
| total number of commer-

| cial customersperday.
DNR has stated that it

"Unsinkable

San Frandsoo Cronide'Whenever thecraft takes onwater, thedisplacement..

%, .j ELF-BAILING KAYAK

1 & 2 man modelsavailable

.emptiesit out almostimmediately."

River Runner M agazine"A design which could set standardsin inflatable performance.”

Forget about any watercraft you've been in.
Picture yourself floating on an air mattress,
then hit by a wave. The water rushes off, leav-
ing thismattresshigh and dry - simplediiplac-
ment. Now lace this mattress to a kayak tube
and you have Padillac.

Padillac floor is laced, above the water line,
the full length d the boat leaving grommet
holes open to drain the water.

Consider the possibilities, a boat that emp-
tiesitsdf instantly. No more pulling off in tight
spots to empty the boat d water. Never again

will you have to manuver a sluggish swamped
boat. The ease o storage and stability it has
over a rigid boat makes Padillac the ultimate
craft.

Padillac is built with some d the toughest
materials known today. The core fabric is
manufactured for bullet proof vests. Thisvirtu-
aly indestructible fabric is then coated both
sides with abrasion resistant Hypalon? That
meansit can stand up to daily beating against
rocks. Commercia raft guides depend on this
kind of performance year after year.

Write or call for fabric sample & informative pamphlet.

P.O.Box Z * Kemville, CA 93238
(619) 376-3225

Ask about our other self-bailing and standard rafts.
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expects about six outfitters
to do businesson the river.
They expectthisto resultin
atotal of 54 commercial
customers per day. (18
morethatthe Advisory
Boardrecommendation.)

But there are over 30
outfitters now operatingin
adjacentstates. Under the
DNR proposal, each one of
them would be allowed to
run trips on the river,
subjectonlyto the three
raft per day limit and other
gualification requirements
(insurance, guide training,
etc.)

The absence of a limit
on the total number of com-
mercial customerswho
may be on the river during
atwo-hourreleaseis a
major flawin the DNR
proposal. Two-hour
releases from Deep Creek
Lake are the norm durina

.:lyir.}y CpoTLe,

Pete Zerfleis negotiates an Upper Youghdrop.

summer periods. With a
release this brief, all river
runners have to squeeze
onasmallbubble as it
proceedsdownriver. The
situationwhich already
existswouldbe almost
comicalif it were not for the

inevitabletrafficjamsand

Featuring

“# high speed hull that carves like a
slalom boat & spins like a play boat.

A high deck & extra large cockpit for
comfort & safety — the LAZER fits you!

e

L

P.O. Box 5207. steamboat Springs, CO 80477 i
Writeor call for your nearest dealer (303)879-4371™}
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safety hazards. Tofinda
solution, a carrying capacity
and river management
study shouldbe done.
While awaitingthe
results of a study, alimit
shouldbe establishedto
protectriver runners from
injuriesdue to overcrowd-

ing and to maintain an
enjoyableexperience. With-
out alimit on the total
number of commercial river
passengers perday, condi-
tionswillcontinueto
deteriorate.

The Advisory Board rec-
ommendationof 36 com-
mercial customers per day
iswidely acceptedas
reasonableand workable. If
tied to a limit of three
outfitters, itissupportedby
some of the most experi-
enced existing outfitters.

Although private boaters
are not officially regulated
under the DNR proposal,
overcrowding amountsto a
de factoreduction in private
usage. Only so many people
can jam themselveson this
smafl river at one time. At
some point, increasing com-

pleaseturn to page 44

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT

SEDA PRODUCTS
introduces
MASTER from PYRANHA

Sleek, fast, maneuverable, modern asymmetricaldesign
by PYRANHA, winners of all Whitewater World Cham-
pionships since 1977. Molded from tough cross-linked
CXL 9000 polyethylene. Volume66 gals., length 11 ft. 8”
beam 24! Paddle the whitewater thoroughbred.

Send for more information now or call.

DEALER INQUIRIES REQUESTED

SEDA PRODUCTS
P.O. BOX 897
CHULA VISTA

CA 92012
(619) 425-3222
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FERC halts
damson Black
until impact
studiesissued

The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commissin
(FERC)shockedand
delighted paddlersthrough-
out the Northeast by
issuingacarefully re-
searched40 plus page
decisioninJanuarythat
concludedthatthe
Brownville, Woods Falls
("Knife-edge" rapids) and
Felts Mills smallhydro proj-
ects"wouldresultinsig-
nificant, long-term,
cumulativeadverse
Impactsto whitewater
boatlngandfishery
resourcesinthe Black
RiverBasin."

FERC futher decided
thatif the developers of
these projectswishedtogo
forward with them, full
environmentalimpact
statementswouldbe
needed. Some have said
that no smallhydro project
which was required to
prepare afullEIS has ever
beenlicensedby FERC.

Although FERC’s
decisionhasyettoreceive
widespreadpress cover-
age, itsimpactis undeni-
able. Becauseatleast
three major projectswill re-
quire additionaldetailed

Finally...
some good news for a change!

Edge rapid on the Black River. One of the dams placed on
hold by FERC's order would dewater the drop.

studiesandtherefore may
never be built, thisdecision
will be felt across the
country and for years and
decadestocome. After
years of advocacy by AWA
and othergroups, FERC
has finally agreedthat river
sports are important
enoughtotipthe scales
againstpower production.

The Black River is one
of New York's most
dammed rivers with 30
projects (nearly 40 different
dams) which accordingto
FERC are existingor
proposed.

In consideringthe cu-
mulativeimpactsofthe
proposed projects on the
lower Black River, FERC .
considered six major
projectsandtheirphysical
river impacts as set forthin
the table below:

The Brownville Project,

proposed by Boise Cas-
cade Corporation for asite
one mile downstreamfrom
the new and operating Glen
ParkProject, would
inundate five major rapids
cherishedby kayakersand
raftersalike. AWA rounded
up animpressivebevy of
expertswho filed hundreds
of pages of testimony
before FERCin opposition
tothe project. Using awide
variety of arguments, they
demonstratedthatthe
constructionand operation
of Brownvillewould
essentially destroy the
Watertown-Dexterwhitewa-
ter experiencenow enjoyed
many thousands of
paddlerseachyear
throughoutthe summer
months.

The company has
sought adelay inthe

continuedon nextpage

Housatonic
granted

reprieve

Thanks to an extraordi-
nary pro bono effort on
behalf of AWA, ACA, and
the Housatonic Area Canoe
andKayak Squad (HACKS)
by WashingtonD.C. lawyer,
Paul Flynn, AWA Executive
Director, Risa Callaway,
andHACKSpresident,
Doug Gordon, fileda 17
page FERC interventionfor
project # 2576-005 on the
HousatonicRiver. As dis-
cussedinthe lastissue of
American Whitewater, this
projectthreatensto
dewaterthechallenging
and scenic Class V-V Bulls
Bridge sectionon all but
approximately 25 days
each year. (It now runs 90
days eachyear).

Intervention in this pro-
ceedingwas made much
more problemmatic by the
factthattheconsortium
was seeking intervention
some monthsafter the
deadline had passed, al-
though Doug Gordon and
famed C-1 racer and
coach, James McEwanhad
submitted comments and
dealtwith the developer,
ConnecticutLightand
Power.

Surprise greeted AWA,
however, whenitreceived
continued on nextpage
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The Black...
a valuable,
recreational
resource

proceedingto reconsiderits
optionsin the wake of this
decision.

Just upstream of the
Glen Parkproject, Hydraco
proposedto create acanal
bypass and powerhouse for
the Black aroundthe entire
"Knife'sEdge"rapids
section, perhapsthe most
challenging whitewater drop
on the entire river.

AlthoughHydracohad
pledgedtoprovidereleases
andrelocate its intake weir.
FERCrescindedtheir
preliminary permit in late
1987 because the company
had failed to provide FERC
withinformation it re-
guested. AlthoughHydraco
is appealing that rescission,
the larger FERC decision
shouldcreate additional
reasons to drop the project.

The Felts Mills project
proposedby Long Lake
Energy Corp. would
recreate two breached
dams and submerge a third
dam inbetween the two. It
would create one the
largestnewimpoundments
New York State has seenin
many years. The impound-
mentwould stretchatleast
7.1 miles, eliminating avery
substantialproportionof
the few miles of fast
moving water leftin the
river's 112miles.

Although Long Lake re-
cently submittedtoFERC a
carefully written reportby
naturalresource planners
Parkin and Giffen which
concludedthatthe project
"offerslittle or no opportu-
nity forcommercial
whitewater rafting,” they did

ionf
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"wouldeliminatethe
whitewaterthat presently
existsintheprojectarea.
Thisis anundeniableloss
in an area where summer
rapids are unusual and
would undoubtedly be
missedby the fewwho
boatit presently.”

FERC staff stated in its
decisionthat the stretch of
the Black affectedby the
project "offers an out-
standingandunique
resourceoffering family
style canoeing." Itis
unclearwhat proceduralac-
tions Long Lake will take
next on this projectin the
face of the FERC require-
ment to prepare an EIS.

It is not hard to see why
FERC concludedthat three
of thesedeservedEISs,
consideringthatthese
three projects under
considerationwouldreduce
the"currently available
whitewater‘inthe Black an
incredible 76%!In addition,
FERC pointed out that the
three projects would have
significant adverse impacts
onthe residentfishery

e
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=opine that the project resourcesaswell.

This decision createsa
new and very complicated
procedural process for the
three projectsto weather
before licensescouldever
beissued. AlthoughFERC
deniedthe New York
Recreational Rivers Council
late interventionat about
the sametime, AWA
lawyer, Catherine Cotter of
Washington has deter-
minedpaddlers can re-
intervene when (and if) the
ElSsareeverissued.
When and if that time ever
comes, AWAwillbe fully
preparedto vigorously
protectthese unique free
flowing riverresources.

This decisionis a
landmarkfor river basin
assessment. Itshouldbe
studiedby allintervenors
acrossAmericawhere
severalprojectsare under
considerationonwhitewa-
ter rivers. Thisdecisionin
conjunctionwiththe
Housatonic decision may
signala change inviews at
FERC aboutthe value and
defensibility of whitewater
recreation.

Black River
Honor Roll

Tha sacrifices of
AWA lnwyors, axpert
witnesses, and volun-
teers and unanding fi-
nanckal support of the
membarshlp appear,
at [ast, to be paylng
off. A partlal Black
RiverWar honor rall
includes:

Ron Smith
Pat Cunnlnghmm
RonWillson
Catharins Cottar
Brlan Fallar
Yern Husek
Lelgh Blake
Drayton Grant
Pata Skinnar
Gary Randorf
Pope Barraw
Miks Tucker
Tim Mount
Barbara Rotlier
BabKaufman
Cerlos Starn
Charley Walbridge
Steve Taylor
Dwvid Brown
Steve Massaro
Dava Conrad
John Loomls
Sklp Luken

Rob Stavens
Steve Anderson
Emest Zampelil

Mousatonic...
anotice from FERC dated
March 3,1988 stating:

"The movants have le-
gitimate interestsunder the
law that are not adequately
representedby other
parties....lt appearsto bein
the public interestto allow
the movants to appearin
theproceeding.”

AWA Director Peter
Skinnerwillbe meeting
soon with Gordonand
McEwantodetermine
appropriatestrategydirec-
tions.
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NY Assemblyman Sponsor s
progressiveriver bill

NYS Assemblyman Hoyt
(remember - Mr. ™Leftover

Lizard" featuredin the last
issue of AmericanWhite-

water) recently receiveda
riverconservationbill
authoredby professionals
inthe Departmentof
Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC). Hoyt'sstaff,
AWA, and otherswill tinker
with the language of the bill
and hopefully, it will fare
better than Hoyt's river bill
didlast year.

The policy and findings
of the bill willwarm the
hearts of paddlersevery-
where:

"This proposalls
intended to afford special
recognition of and better
protection for the State's
river resourcesinlight of
recentamendmentsto
federal legislation dealing
with licensing of hydro-
electric tacllities....The
increasedpace of
development[from gen-
erous PURPAbuyback
rates] andtheresulting
pressureonriver re-
sources have focused
both Stateand national
attention onthe subject
ofriver protection."

The bill would obligate
the NYS DEC to promul-
gate criteriawhichwould
assistitin choosingthe
"unique"riversegments
deservingprotectionfrom
hydro projects. Under the
federal Electric Consumers
Protection Act, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC)is not
permittedtolicense
projectsonsegments
statesdesignate asunique.
While DEC s creating the
criteriaandchoosing the

unique sites, any applica-
tions for Section 401 water
quality certificates (the
state's only handletoblock
hydroprojectsexceptfor
this “uniqueness”designa-
tion) mustincludea petition
forindividualdetermination
of the specialattributes of
the proposedhydrossite.

The DEC is also
directed to prepare a
comprehensive plan for
conservingrivers now out-
side the wild and scenic
system. The NYS Public
Service Commission is
directedto not allow
recovery of facility costs for
projects constructed on
suchunique segmentsafter
the law is enacted.

Assuming strict implem-
entationschedulesand
otherdraftingproblemscan
be cured, thisbill will create
astrongplatformfor
increasedprotectionof
riversin New York.

Sadly, Governor Cuomo
at thiswriting had not yet
adopted the bill as part of
his program. AWA and the
NY AudubonSocietyin
conjunctionwith other
environmentalgroupswill
be pressing forward ag-
gressivelytochangehis
mindand seekits passage.

TR
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photo by Paul Alion
Gentle hydraulic at Sissonville Rapids on NY's Raquette

Oft-dammed Raguette River
Threatened by another project

During the Fall of 1987,
AWA'’s Steve Massaro in
his New York hydro site
inventoryeffortidentifieda
proposedhydroproject
whoseadverse visualand
recreationalimpacts would
besubstantial-the2.2
megawatt Sissonville
Projectnear Potsdamon
the Raquette River. Ina
stronglettertoDEC
February3,1988, the New
YorkRivers Council set
forthpaddlers'concerns
about the value of the
affectedriver segment. The
letter stated that:

"This project will flood a

Oswegatchie River Update

Barry Robinson, well
known paddler ['Mr. Maw"]
of Schsnectady,New York
laboredlong and hard to
fileasubstantial and
detailedresponseJanuary
25 to five whitewater use
guestions posedby FERC
to AWA in November.
Thesequestionsrequested
characterizationof the

whitewater opportunities
and river characteristics
whichwould be affectedby
the 1.45 megawattFine
Projectlocatedin New
York's Adirondack Park.
His 30 odd page single
spaced analysis concluded
by saying:

please turn to page 44

series of rapids extensively
enjoyedby paddlersand
other river recreationalists.
These rapids are the only
major rapids available near
Potsdam and are favorite
spotsfor river enjoyment.
In fact, these are the only
open rapids on the river left
below Carry Falls Reser-
voir. Assuch, they repre-
sentperfectcandidatesfor
designationasunique
naturalresourcesunder the
federal Electric Consumers
Power Act."

The letter goes on to
say:

"The rapids are heavily
used by membersof anorth
country club for the purpose
of learning and enjoying river
sports. Paul Alton, a well
known Potsdam paddler,
stated that these rapids are
excellenttraining sites. The
waves provide perfect sites
for a beginner to learn the
basictechniquesrequiredin
most aspects of whitewater
recreation. Several well

pleaseturnto page 44
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Pack light, but pack riéht

Skimping on basic
lightweight safety

eguipment can bear |
a heavy price

By Charlie Walbridge
AWA Safety Chairman

Thepast twenty yearshaveseen many
changesin whitewater spurt, especidly in
thearea of equipment. Open canoesthat
roll and kayaksthat squirt werenot even

thought of when | began paddling, but they

{ arecommonplacetoday.

But whilesharper skills and improved

{ gear dlow paddlersto tackle streams of

previoudy unimagined difficulty, many of

| thesepeopleareleaving critical backup
| gear behind. S nce carrying too muchisas
| muchd aproblemastekingtoo little, let's

takealook at what equipment is really
needed, what isoptional ,and what can be
left behind.

Per sonal ProtectiveGear

First, the basic safety gear: aboatin
good repair with adequatefloatation;; alife
jacket, helmetand cold water protection.
Thislistiswell knowntoany novice, but
meany of today's paddlershaveaminima-
ist philosophy which cutstoomany cor-
ners.

Many squirt boats, lacking much buoy-
ancy tobegin with, arenot outfitted with
floatation bags to "save weight."" Low
buoyancy lifejacketsandultra-lighthel -
mets reduce protectionin exchangefor less
weight and increased mobility.

Cold waterurotection, eveninthisage
of drysuits, may beleft behind for thesame
reason. Some people even boat without
shoes, making scouting,, portaging, res-
cues or walkouts extremdy unplessant.In
may opinion, these are not intelligent
tradeoffs.

Many of the peoplewho aremaking
thesechoiceshavenct been*'trashed” by a
river inyearsand haveno conceptionof
what it's going to beliketoswimaclass
-1V drop with such margind protection.
Tobeginwith,Ifeel that anyonewhouses
ahelmet without a minimumof 1/2" to3/
4" of shock-absorbingfoam s taking a
foolishri sk Head injurieshavenot dways
been rarein thepagt, and excdlent he mets
arenct redly thet heavy. Evenlight, flashy
hel metscanberetrofittedwithextrafoam
without trouble.

Asfor lifevests, | strongly recommend
that all paddlers, especially those who
"never miss their roll,” take deliberate
swimsunder controlledconditions. Aside
fromteachingthemto handlethemselves
in thewater, thiswill show you just how
much protectionyou're getting fromyour
currentlife vest. Most peoplewill think
twice about low-buoyancy PFDs fter a
few swimsin turbulent water.

RescueGear

Weight-consciousminimalistshavea

millionexcusesastowhy they can't carry
rescuetools. They say they havenoroom,
or that the added weight throwsoff their
boat's delicate balance.
Thereal reasoni sthatropesand hardware,
liketheseat beltsinyour car, areseldom
truly needed. It takesreal disciplineto
bringthemal ong, week afterweek, for the
onetimethatyouhaveto putittouse. It's
abitof anuisance, butitcansave you con-
dderablegrief.

Therescuegear youshould begearedto
thedfficity of therun. A singleset of gear
isprobably enoughfor asmall groupr un-
ning class 1-11 rivers. On more difficult
runs, however, however, rescuesmuch be
initiated swiftly by theboater nearest the
accident. Thismandatesthe presencecof
ropesand hardwareinevery boat.

What arewe talking about here? Not
much, really. Arescuebag with 65-75 feet
of stout line. Two standard carabineers,
and every outdoorsman'’s reliablecompan-
ion: asmall, sharp knife. Total weight:
about 2.5 pounds for therescuebag; about
.5 poundfor theother tools. Threepounds
tota.

But...when everyonein thegroup car-
ries them, thereis a formidablepool of
equipmentof complex rescues. Likemany
of us,I've beentemptedtoleavethissmall
packagebehind. But the thought of realiz-
ing, after thefact, that my lazinesscontrib-
uted to afadity hasusudly persuaded me
tobringthemalong.

This"rescuekit" canbelightenedina
number of ways. Since arescue bag will



absorbconsiderablewater, carryingitina
drybag or bagged in plastic can reduce
weight substantially.

Thenew compact rescuebagsdeservea
close look. Many feature a short (50
length of light (1/4™) linewhich lack the
reach or strength needed inreal life. Sev-
eral incidentshavebeenreported tomein
which ultra-compact rescue bags have
failed to perform when needed. My own
feelingisthat 60" of 1,500 pound testline
represents aminimum effective standard.
Theextralengthwill oftenmakeacritical
difference. The new SPECTRA ropes,
which combinehigh strength, floatability
and light weight, offer much promisede-
spitetheir highcost.

Buying and carrying thetoolsisastart,
butyoumustbeskilledin theiruse. Takea
rescuecourseor set up your own practice
sessionswith agood book and somefriends
until you know what you are doing. Re-
member that carelessness with ropesin
swift water can harm others. Never aban-
donaropeinariver, evenif itissnagged.
If youcan't releaseit, cut it off asshort as
possible. An abandoned linealmost cost
onepaddler hislifeon theChattooga River
thispast year.

The question of first aid supplies
needed onriversiscontroversial. Onday
trips with experienced friends on acces-
sibleriversl typically bring several com-
presses, atriangular bandage and duct tape.
My ideai stostabilize any injury and get
helpfast.

On overnight trips or runs far from
civilization, a full first aid kit will be
needed, not only for secondary itemslike
aspirin but for theextra suppliesneeded to
help someone when medical atentionisfar
away. On commercial, instructional or
expeditionary outings, afirst aid kit should
never |eavetheparty. But on roadsideruns,
it canreasonably bekeptinyour car.

Since water eventually worksits way
into even themost securestorage, | recom-
mend double-bagging all componentswith
zip-locbags. Getting bandagestostick to
wet paddlersisalwaysahasde. Tincture of
Benzoin, agticky preparation applied tothe
skin, will solvethat problemin ajiffy.

Back-up Gear

Being prepared for theworst isatradi-
tion among serious outdoor athletes. But
since"ful back-up"is prohibitively heavy,
you must match your extraequipment to
the demands of therun. Spare paddle re-
quirementsexemplify thisapproach. The

usual guidelineisone or two spares per
group. On arun which parallels aroad,
however, it's perfectly reasonableto carry
nosparesat all. Onriverswhichlieaway
fromgood access, youcanforgothe extra
paddleif youarewilling and abletowalk
out when your primary paddlebreaks.

Thismight bef i ein the summer, for
example,butrisky incold weather. Either
way, I'd rather carry the paddle thanrisk
spoilingmy trip. If therun traversesrugged
country or requires several daysto com-
plete, extra paddles are mandatory. On
lengthy expeditions, additional spares, say
onefor every three or even two persons,
may besensible.

Thesameattitudecan beapplied tofood
andclothing. My mottoisawaystocarry
a bit more than | need. On summer day
trips, forexample, | dwayshaveapaddle
jacket (or apilesweater in paddle jacket
weather)insidemy drybag. Onday trips,a
few extracandy bars will serve asemer-
gency raions, onovernightit's sensibleto
carry anextrameal oreven anextraday's
nourishment.

When each person hasthesefew simple
items, the group possesses considerable
resources. Often, they will makethediffer-
ence between getting a weak or injured
member of your party out ontimeand an
epicstrugglein fading light.

On long runs, there may be need to
bivouac. Minimalist theorv statesthat the
weight of overnight'gear will slow you
down and forceyou to useit. Hard men and
women may wish tofollow that advice, but
thereis amiddle course. A lightweight
nylon tarp or " bivvy bag," someextrafood
and matchescan providemargina comfort
with little weight penaly. Mine weighs
only 1.5 pounds! I don't take itouton any
day trip, butit'snice tohave availablefor
those 26-mile one-day paddling orgieson
isolated runs.

Emergency Patching

A number of important back-upitems
have not been discussed. The first is
matches. They're solight, | alwayshave
somealong, even though | can't remember
when thelast timel used themtostart afire.

Whileplastic boatshaveeliminated the
need for duct tapefor boat patching, this
handy stuff isgreat for all kindsof emer-
gency repair. When running steepriversin
wet weather, weused tocarry asmall can
of wetsuit gl ue dong. Duct tapewon't stick
to awet boat, and boatsdon't dry in the
rain. But you can mop adamaged hull up as
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best you can, coat theareaaround thecrack
withwetsuit glue, andignitethegluewith
amatch.

Yes, it's risky, andyou havetowatchit
carefully, ready toblowit outif it getstoo
hot. It works because the solventsin the
gluewill burnaway, leaving adry, warm,
sticky surface that duct tapewill stick to
forever. It's much faster and convenient
than fiberglass, and workswell onall but
themost severecasesof boat abuse.

M ap and Compass

Orienteering is an important skill for
riverrunners. Whenyou know theterrain
you can monitor your progress and make
intelligentdecisionsin theevent of trouble.
Most river runsin the East areconveniently
laid out: roads, trailsor railroadsfollow the
runfor afastexitincaseof emergency. In
thiscase, mapsarenot really needed.

But many times, evenonisolated West-
emrus, there arelessobvioustrailswhich
can get you out more quickly. On acces-
siblerunsl consult amap and commit the
""escaperoutes to memory beforeleaving.
On truly isolatedr uns, | carry amap. Those
whochargeoff intountracked wilderness
without aclueastohow toget out if their
boat islost are playing afool's game. A
lightwel ght compass and theskillsto useit
areal sohelpful; mineweighstwoounces!

Confer with knowledgeable |ocal pad-
dlersto supplement theinformation & the
map. Trailshecomeroads, andviceversa,
ascivilizationebbsandflows.

Wait aminute--isn't thisgetting tobea
|ot?Well, the sumtotal of my rescuetools,
food and bivvy sack isabout six pounds.
That's about theweight of a35mm SLR
with an 80-200 zoom lens. And believeme,
| carry aslittleof thisas possibleonruns
with readily availableescaperoutes.

I've always carried my own spare
paddle because the length | useisso un-
usual. Many kayakers have paddled out of
difficult runs using this ungainly stick!
And my rescue rope ishandy on portages to
keep peopleout of trouble.

I've alwayspaddled for f un and never
enjoyed hardship. The biggest mental
hurdleto overcomeis preplanning: decid-
ingtocollect your gear togetherinasmall
packagebeforeyougettotheriver. Much
of the satisfaction of running difficult
water begins with careful preparation,
which givesyou an extra edge of confi-
denceintightplaces.



By Forrest Callaway

Maybeyou can find your way through
the mountain roads of western North
Carolinatothetown on Boone.

And if it's early on aSaturday morn-
ingin March, maybeyoull sumbleonto
alittle caravan of shuttle cars, kayaks
roped down on top, parked in front of
Shoney's Big Boy Restaurant.

But that doesn't mean you've found
your way to the put-in of the Watauga
River...or that you'reabout to beinitiated
into the mysterious manners of
Carolina's premier class5run.

Because even if you lurk outside
Shoney's, waitingtoaccostone of the resi-
dent paddlersasthey emergeafter wolfing
downacountry breakfastd herculeanpro-
portions, aquestion about theWataugais
likely todlicitapae, distraughtful look asif
someone's bloodissoontobelet.

Or, maybeoneof thegood old boyswill
lean back and with avoicethet could passfor
Gomer Pyle reply, "Not tale-in’, not tale-in’,
not tale-in’.”

Asyou will discover, thesecretsof the
Wataugaarenoteasilyfoundout.

Thecountry surrounding Boone, North

F

Caradlinais fraught with contradictions..
--Likesomuchof southern Appalachia,
itisaterrainthet juxtaposesstunning natu-
ral beauty with the obviousevidenceof
man's abuses. Backwoods shanties are
framed againgt magnificent mountainvis-
tes.
—AppaachianStateUniversity,located
in Boone, offersawidevariety of four-year
and graduate programs, yet, just afew

‘milesout of town, you wouldn't be sur-

Abore: John Sheppard approacher
"The Falls™ during a high-waier rua
af the Walauga Gorge,




prised to discover an activestill insome |

deserted hollow.

--Local good ole' boysrattledown the
roads in beet pick-uptrucks, spittin’ out the
windows, whileoneridgeover thedown-
hill chic of the South frolic a North
Carolindsthreetopal pineski resorts.

Liketheregion, the Wataugaisfull of
paradoxes. For instance, the Watauga's
gradienthasbeen listedi m North Carolina
Whitewater by BobBenner at 90 ft/mile for
theentirerun. While90ft/mile isnothing
toshakeastick at, it surewouldn't make
youcall insick on Friday togo paddle.

Thetruth of the matter is while the
entirerun is five mileslong, the actua
wham-bam-thank-you-mamgorgeis three
milesand dropsat astomach-wrenching
175-200 ft/mile.

Beyondthegradient, theriveritsef is
particularly hard to describe.

Most riversarelumpedinto two broad
categoriesaccordingtotheir characteris-
tics: astreamiseitherclassifiedasapool-
drop river wherea paddler makesadeci-
sion and then goesforit oritistermed a
boulder-gardenrun that requires dowly
eddy-hoppingdownlonger rapids,likea
craftsmanweaving abasket.

TheWatauga, however, hasit dl. And
its schizophrenic personality makes it
doubly difficultto gettoknow.

There's adefinitefraternity of boaters
who regularly ply the waters of the
Watauga. And like many fraternities,
membershipinthegroupisvery select.

Appropriately, Boone is a college
town--homeof Appaachian State Univer-
dty--and most of the paddlers on the

Wataugaare studentsor alumni of ASU. ~
Every year, apledgeclassdf twoor three
new boatersaretgpped infromthestudent
body andindoctrinated with thesociety's
Secrets.

There's no secret handshake, fraternal
mottos Or oNgs...but it could be argued thet
hazingstill existswithintheWataugafra-
ternity. After dl, theriver offerssomed the
hardest paddling in the South. And more
than one Watauga initiates has been re-
warded with apledge” pin" on theriver's
technical,obstructed drops.

But by thetimefour yearshavee apsed
(or fiveor six years, if ASU student-pad-
dlersarelikeother collegiateboaters) the
pledge has graduated with a BS in the
Wataugas difficult curriculum.

Outside o the ASU connection, the

“number o paddlerson theWataugaisl i m

ited. A bigday will see15boatersonthe
river andperhapsnomorethan 30differ-
ent paddlerswill put on during the course
of aseason.

Toalarge degree, theriver'sexclu-
sivenessisduetoitsbad-assreputation.
Intermediate paddlersavoid ther un, even
in the company of an experienced|eader.
LiketheUpper Youghfiveyearsago, the
river possessesan unknownquality that
scaresalot of people.

Perhaps the fear is legitimate--the
Watauga hes anagy disposition. But more
likely, paddliersavoid the Watauga be-
causethey areunfamiliar with the river--
and without thebenefit of afour-yeer river
practicumat ASU, it's a very difficult
pieceof water tolearn.

Just finding the put-in for theGorge
and itsfive-milegtretchof class5rapids
nas its difficulties. The river paralels
sateRoute421, but the water dropsaway
from the road upon entering the gorge
with steep, tangled slopesof rhododen-
dron. Theoreticaly, apaddier could walk
out of thegorgefrom anywhereon theleft,
but thehike up thedopet hr ough thethick
vegetationwould kick your tail.

Inactuality, after thelow-water bridge
on the statemaintained side road that
marks the put-in, there are only three
acoess pointsto theriver inthegorge The

(Righi)Second drop of Hydro of high




only real option outof thegorgei sinyour
boat

Knowing when there's sufficientweter
for therun is also a confusing question.
There are two ways. the TVA citizens
actionlinecan giveyouadaily readingif
you call after 9:30 a.m. The readingis
taken upstreamd the put-in and will more
then likely below. Ad atleast 50-100cfsto
their reading to get closeto theact udl water
levels. ATV A readingof 2000r more puts
you in business.

Theonly drawback fromthisavenued |

obtaining water levelsisthat the gauge will
occasionally befrozen. And asiths
gauge is located upstream of the
put-in, thereading islikdy to be 50-
100 CFSlower then theact ual water
level withintheGorge.
Consequently, most local pad-
dersrefer tothelow-waterbridge a
theput-intogaugeleves. \When the
river runsat 17" below thebridge
pylon, thewater isright at 200cfs.
TheWataugahas been paddled a
levelsup to 1,000 cfs—but when the
water is right to the edge of the
bridge, you're venturing into the
realmofhair-boating.

Just when you think you've got
theWataugafiguredout just when
youthink you've devel oped afeel
for theriver, when you've finaly
settledin totherhythm of thewater
and you're confident youcan antici-
patewhatliesaround thebend, the
Wataugawill reveal anew person- &

At thispoint, theuninitiated paddler
might be startingto relax. TheWatauga
appearstobenothing but anatural slalom
course...tight and technical, but nothing
youcoul dn' t pi ckyour waydown.

But then theWataugashedsitsskinand
thecreaturethat crawlsouti sanother ani-
mal indeed.

Hydro, thenext major drop, isthefirst
of the get-out-of-your-boat-and-scoutr ap
ids Generdly considered adassIV, Hydro
canquickly becomeaclassV whenwater
levelscreep upward.

Therapidisaseriesd threeledges, the

dity.
TheGorger un openswith apair

Another view of 'The Falls'--this time at a more
reasonable level asForrest Callaway takes the drop.

and her story demonstratesthechange-
ablenatureof theWatauga.

Therapid isnotknown asoneof the
Watauga's most difficult drops, and is
generalyrunononed threedifferent
lires, according to thewater levd. Inthe
springof 1987 whilerunningthe Gorge
a ahighlevel, Dianaentered therapid
ontheroute customarilyused at normal

| levelsand was recirculated in the hy-

draulicat thebottom. Held by thehole
for a terrifying length of time, Diana
requiredCPRtoberevived.
Chengeable lines, powerful slusces,
Eechrcal bollde pardens—al ke
point al that is missing in the
Watauga’s whitewater repertoire
isawaterfall. That comesnext...
"Tennesseethe Hard Way,"
best known as" The Fls" isa
classV, 18-foot waterfall witha
difficult approach. Most of the
water wants to sweep you far
river left (a.k.a. Tennessee the
Wrong Way) approximately 30
feet above the lip of the drop.
That's not the placeyou want to
be, as a submerged rock on the
bottomleftof thefallsmandates
aright-hand *boof” move.
Thisis not aplace to blow
yourlineanditisnot aplacefor
thefaint hearted. Thereisaneasy
portageriverleftif youchoose.
The run ends with a pair of
“gimme” drops--thekindno one
scoutsbut that areguaranteedto
unsettleyour stomach. Thefirst
is Boof Falls, a12-foot vertical
drop that, if donecorrectly, will

of blind boulder gardens--Burn

and Grind followed by Shitkicker--that
remindyou of thetwoi dentical twinsyou
went to school with. At first glance, you
can't tell them apart and maybeafter see-
ingthemtimeafter time, you candifferen-
tiate between them becauseonehasamole
andthe other doesn't.

Both dropssharethesameM .0.--enter
river right, paddle toward alarge anvil-
shaped rock, then cut left threefeetinfrart .
Oncepast, youpick thecleanestline pos-
sibletothebottom.

Boulder-gardentype rapids continue
with Boogie Two Shoes. It's a joy for
peoplewhoknow theriver and makethis
into a race course by straightening the

bends, cutting through tight slots, andmm

whoopingit up as they go down. For the
first-timer, it isan exercisein eddy hop-
ping into oblivion.

first of which hasascreamingleft turnat
the bottom Thesacond ledge, Srategicaly
placed by the River Gods, threatensto
screw thingsup for thefinal drop. And as
you might imagine, thelagt ledgedf Hydro
iswheretherapid gainsitsname--all the
water plungesintoamean, ugly hole.

After Hydro, theriver bed funnelsdown
toawidthof approximately 15feetcreat-
ingaWesternriver fed. Heavy Water, the
wildest rapid in thissection, gartsout blind
fromriver right and then opensupinthe
middle with a burst of acceleration
matchedonly by a911 turboPorscheand
ending with ablind swoshing Sturnat the
bottom.

Next up lies Diana's Ledge--arapid
whosename changes for whoever was ate-
up therelagt. In thiscase, themost recent
victimwas DianaHolder of Roanoke, Va.,

4

land youin an eddy below. The
next iscalled Rewind, a6-footdrop at
theend of the Gorge that tradition de-
rnandsyourun backwardstomake eve-
rything upstream court.

Hereagain, your tomachendsupin
your throat before a feeling of relief
startstaking over asyourealizeyou've
finishedtheGorge.

Thesecretsof theWataugaarediffi-
cult tounravel . But maybeif you show
up at Shoney's on a Saturday morning in
theearly spring,ormatri cul ateat Appa-
lachianState,you'll find away tolearn
of itsvariedmoods.

Butdon't ask menomorequestions,
‘cause past what I've aready spilled,
I'm....

"Not tale-in’, not tale-in', not tale-
in."



he River of Mawy Returns

Bir Sandy Creck




There's probably plenty of T

paddlerswho, by virtueof expe-
rience, are better qualified to
write this piece about West
Virginia's Big Sandy Creek.

Steve Taylor, for instance,
actually owns a rustic cabin
nestled in the mountain laurel
just feet away from the put-in.
And there are Pittsburgh pad-
dlers who, living only an hour
away, will make therun twenty
timesayear.

Butin my defense, | haveto
admit that I've boated theriver,
I've walked theriver, and I've
swum the river. The unusua
combination of those three per-
spectives has enabled me to
gather a unique familiarity with
the Big Sandy--an intimacy few
other paddlerswould care to du-
plicate.

Infact, theonly way | haven't donethe
Big Sandy is fly the river. It has been
suggested, given my early proclivity for
finding troubleonthatparticularrun, that
it was only amatterof time beforeI’d view
thecreek from that vantagepoint aswell.

No chanceaf that. With my checkered
past, 1'd never havebecomeanange .

Likeacat, | oncefully believed| owned
ninelives. But after my first year of pad-
dling the Sandy, theriver had claimed at
least twoof them.

My initial experience with the Sandy
cameon arainy Sunday inlate April 1981.
| had fallen in with agroup of paddlers
loiteringaround Albright, West Virginia,
lookingfor an appropriater un. Weelimi-
nated the Cheat Canyon--the river was
brown and swollen, cresting over seven
feet. Finally, we decided to attempt the
Little Sandy, running thetributary down to
its confluence with the Big Sandy, then
finishing the trip on the main stem at
Rockville

Photos_and text_ by Cheis_Koll, |
~Opposite: Bob Gedekoh plunges_]

over The Falls.

Big Splat

Thetrip proved to be exciting, if un-
eventful. The Big Sandy was running at
8.7--an expecidly high leve--but theblood
and guts of the Big Sandy lies below
Rockville. Wearrivedsafe and sound.

| should havequit whilel wasahead.

Back at theLittleSandy put-in, | was
aready strapping my boat on the racks
when avan pulled up and a burly, bull-
necked C-boater legped out and demanded:

" Anyonewant to paddle down to Jen-
kinsburg?”

Sure, | assented, if he would lead me
down.

Fifteen minutes|ater wewereback on
theLittle Sandy. Lessthan an hour later, we
were well past Rockville, and | redlized
that perhgpsthe Lower Big Sendy wasabit
morethan abargainedfor. At that level, the
current hurled usdown thestream through
aseadf wavesand swirlingeddy lines.

We had carried the Falls--asheer 18-
foot drop generally unrunnable at levels
over 7.5--and blasted through the Zoom
Flumewhen my partner turned and com-
mented.

"Y ou're doing pretty well. How long
haveyou been boating?*

"Threemonths," | replied.

Hisfaceblanched.

"Youcanroll,can't you?' heasked.

Weéll, | could--most of thetime. But
after weran thenext drop--LittleSplat--I
flipped whilethreadingmy way through
somelargerocksintowhat wasdescribed
asa"'mud" eddy on theleft. My rall wasno
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wheretobefound. | bailed out.

I knew that 30feet below lay Big Splat-
-a two-gtage, 25-foot water-fal. | aso
knew,  that level, aswim over thefdls
wasamost guaranteed tobe fatal. I practi-
cally planed across the water to an eddy
behind a mid-river rock and then
scrambled aboard.

What to do? My perch wasout of rope-
throw. Therewasanother boul der 10feet
closer to shore..if | could just jump far
enoughtomakethateddy ...

By thistimemy partner wasbeached on
riverleft. | pantomirnedmyintentions. He
vehemently signalled no.

Then, in aremarkabledisplay of boat
control, heferried hisC-boat throughthe
swift current,feet fromthelipof thedrop,
totheeddy behindmy rak | lay acrossthe
back deck of hiscanoe, likeafrog, and he
camly angledtheboat back toland.

Fromshore, | took n first look at Big
Splat. Theriver tumbledthroughanarrow
dot on theleft, dropped over afive-foot
ledgeintoatiny pool, thencrashedovera
15footfdlsstraight down upon arock the
sizedf acar.

My boat and paddlewereno wherein
dght. | didn't care. Infact, | wasrdieved.

My companion was aready shoulder-
ing hisboat as| returned from my scout.

“I'll meet you back a Rockville" he
informedme. " At thislevel,it won't take
melongtoget tothebottom."

And off he went, speeding down the
Sandy at flood, done, as sereness if hewas



floating aclassII brook.

Theidentity of my mysteriouscompan-
ion was, of course, Dean Tomko--one Of
thenation's foremost hair paddiers. And
athough theexcursioncost meaboat and
apaddieand afew gray hairs, theexpedi-
tion proved invaluable.

After that ill-fated day, | went back to
classIII-IV water for abit moreseasoning.
But when | thought | wesreedy to step back
uptoclassV, | caled Dean, and hewould
let me tag adong on some of West
Virginias top runs. Hemight havefelt a
littleguilty, athoughhehad no reasonto
be--and ultimately | benefittedfrom pad-
dlingin hiscompany.

Infact, | wish Dean had been dong a
year laterduringthetripinwhichIearned
the dubiousdistinction as''the guy who
swamBig Splat.”

With the Sandy running at 7.0, and
peaddling with agroup of threeboaters | ran
down LittleSplatfirst. Tobehonest, Ihad
forgottenhow close the end of LittleSplat
wastothepoint of noreturn for Big Splat.

As| drifted down on theright, | sud-
denly came to the redlization: Wait a
second...] know wher el am...and | don't
want tobehere.

| landed beside amidstream boulder
and started to scramble out of nmy
boat...then | felt my gripdip. My finger-
nailsetched stresksin therock as| did into
thecurrent.

| submerged going over thefirst drop
and did not surfacein thepool. Butinthe

Nearthe end of the LowerBig
Sandy, a paddler crashes
through FirstIsland Rapidin
the series of photos to the left
and below.

back of my mind, | kept thinkingof the
splatrock at thebottomof thefinal falls,
and attempted to makemy wey to what |
thoughtwasl ft.

Then, till underwater, | felt mysdf
faling, falling, falling, and | wasin the
recirculation. Try as| might, | could not
groketo thesurface My arns and legsfdt
likethey werebeing twistedf rammy body.
It wasimpossibleto judgetime. | remem-
ber thinking, " Jeez...a fellow could die
here™

Curlingintoaball toalleviatethebuf-
feting, | wassuddenly sucked tothebot-
tom,spitfromthehydraulic,andemerged

1

T tenyardsdownstream.

| walked away unscathed fromthesec-
ond incident. But most readers might
wonder if somewhere along the line, |
might havesuffered somebrain damage.
What on earth could motivateasane person
to paddleinto harm's way...and then go
back for asecondhel ping?
To answer that question is to under-
standtheattractionof the Big Sandy.

There are as many reasonsfor other-
wiserationd individualsto takeup white
water boating astherearepaddlers. Every




boater has hisown persona motivation.
But thereare somecommon threadsthat
weavethroughtheattractionof thesport:

--Paddling as an escape vehicle.
There's no doubt, onedf theprimary bene-
fitsof whitewaterboating i sthat thesport
is so dl-consuming. Once on the river,
there's littleroom in your consciousfor
work-a-day worries. Y our only concernis
getting down therapid.

--Paddling asa vehicleto encounter
natural beauty. Whitewater riversoften
traversesad uded aress and boat istheonly
method by which to experiencethem. And
what better way toenjoy wildernessareas
with little impact--boats won't even leave
afootprint.

--Paddling as a psychological and
physicd chalenge. Your nine-to-five life
mey befilled with routine, but theweekend
whitewater paddler is constantly offered
theopportunity to test hisstrength, skill,
gaminaand courageagaingt varying water
conditions.

If any of those three reasons sound
familiar, then you're halfway to under-
ganding the Sandy's dlure.

Putting on thelower Big Sandy ismore
than simply driving to ariver bank and
pitching your boat off thebridge. No, trav-
eling to Rockville, West Virginiaislike
entering another world.

And indeed it is--aworld timeforgot.

Fist you turn off West Virginiastate
route26 a the unincorporated villagedf
High Point and take the paved road until it
turnstodirt. Thefurtherinlandyoutravel,
themoretheroad disintegrates, themore
disheveled the conditionof the deserted
farmhouses. It islikeatripinto the Twi-
light Zonewherefor every mile, theland
ages50years.

Finally, theroad branchesintoaY. One
laneleadsdff intoarutted cow pagture. The
other turnsleftanddescends or two miles
intothe gorge carved by theBig Sandy.

At onetime, theroad wasamajor West
Virginia thoroughfarebut now itssurface,
worn down to the bedrock, isan obstacle
coursedesigned totest theenduranceof a
vehiclewith low ground clearance. You
bump downthehill infirst gear, weaving
fromonesidetotheother toavoidtheruts
and rocks A creek tumbles downin aseries
of cascadesonyourright, and asyounear
the bottom, theroad iscloaked in acanopy
of evergreensand mountainlaurel.

Suddenly,theroad abruptly veerstothe
left, you can see patchesof the Sandy's

emerdd green water throughthet rees, and
you arein Rockville

Thereisn't much to the town. Steve
Taylor's one-room cabinliesback inthe
laurd and apair neatly-kept camps, dways
vecant during paddling season, areframed
by pines. Theroadcrossesthecreek overa
90-year dld bridge, itsgirderscovered with
apatinaof rustanditswooddeckingcurl -
ingwithage.

Y ou'd swear you've |eft the 20th cen-
tuy behindif it want for thesolar antenna
spread likewingsover the automatic gaug-
ing gation.

Acrossthe creek, theroad windsup a
hill and through afield of debris wherethe
remainsof afew abandoned homesteads
gtand. Likeso many West Virginialand-
scapes, there are some rusted hulks of
forgottencarsand farm equipmentand a
veritableseaof discardedbottles and cans,
Inthemiddled thispanoramaisasingle
shanty--thehome dof Rockville Rosie.

Rosieistheonly full-timeresident of
Rockville. Sheisawomen of indetermi-
nateyears—her faceis degply wrinkled but
thedeep layer of dirt obscuresher trueage
Sheisdight, but spry, and her eyes are
unusudly bright and shiny. Sheliveswith
thecompany of her geeseand goats.

Likemost hermits--Rosie doesn't care
much for people--especialy smart-ass
collegeki ds from Morgantown who occa-
sionaly find their way to Rockvilleand
torment her and her animals. But she
doen't ssemtomind paddlers Asameatter
of fact, Rosieisdownrightfond of Taylor
and Phil Colemandf Friendsville

May be Ros erecognizessomethingin |
paddiers. MaybeRos esensesthat partof | [
the reason boatershave cometo Rockville

and the Big Sandy istoescape alittlebit of
theworld. And in thatrespect, were alittle
bitlike her.

It would bedifficulttoselectthesingle [

most beautiful river setting in West Vir-

ginia. Fromtheheightsof theNew River |

Gorgetothethickly forestedbanksof the

MiddleFork to thesheep-walledvadley of |

theBlackwater, theMountain Statepos-
sessesan abundanceof magnificentscen-
ery.

Butif youwereforcedtopick thesingle
most breath-takingstretchof riverinthe
gtate--the Big Sandy would win. Hands
down.

Fist, there's the weter. L i e most
creeks, after awesk of raintheSandy runs
high and brown. But given aday or two,
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after thelevel dropsdowntosevenfeetor
S0, thewater assumesabrilliantgreenhue
andrunscleanandclear.

Infact, greenisthedominant color of
the Sandy Gorge. Even in early spring
beforethetreeshavebudded, thick tangles
of laurel chokethe banksprovidingalush,
verdant effect.

During certaincongtrictions, thegorge
wallsclosein and sheer rock faces poke
through thefoliage. Dozensof tiny tribu-
taries feed the Sandy and after arain,
countlesswaterfall scascadein whitecur-
tainsover thecliffs.

Oldrailroadgradesparallel thecreek on
eitherridge, well up abovethewaer line
wherethey aren't obtrusive. When theland
dries--after paddling season ends, thank
Qd- hi kers wak intomarve at thecr eeks
two big vertica drops Big Sandy Falsand
Big Splat.

Thelower Sandy r un endsat thecreek's
confluence with the Cheat River at Jen-
kinsburgBridge, sharingacommontak e
out with the Cheat River Gorgetrip. But
whilemost Cheat paddiers drive up the
hazardous road on the west side of the
Chest to Masontown, Sandy boatersmore
often then not utilizeGlen Miller's shuttle
serviceand by doing so, enjoy onelast
wonderful glimpseof the West Virginia
mountain country.

Theeastroad out of Jenkinsburg back to
High Pointispassibleonly tofour-wheel
drivevehiclesbutwithpriorreservations,

| Miller will meet aparty of paddlersat an

appointed timewith hisvenerabl estake-
arack truck. Boatsarestacked high in the

Having survived the first drop, paddler
approaches the final ledge of Big Splat.



back, and paddlerspileinon top.

From their vantage point, as Miller's
truck lurchesup thesteep mountain path,
boaters can see the Cheat Gorge slicing
through the ridges of the Appalachians. In
the back of thetruck on awarmspringday
with a cool beer in hand (provided by
Miller), you sometimes forget whether
you're riding thetruck becauseyou wanted
togoboating, or you went boating toride
thetruck.

The summer | started boating, eight
years ago, | probably paddled the Lower
Y oughigheny 50times. Never got tired of
it. After alongabsence, | went back last
year. Theriver wasunchanged—still beau-
tiful, still full of spotstosurf or blast. But

| Rockville and immediately preceded by a-

somehow, theexcitement generated by the
apprehensionthat maybeI’Hscrew upin

relatively easy classIV thatemptiesintoa
30-foot pool just abovetheprecipice. The
entry rapid isnot overly difficult, but a

swimherecould easily resultin an IS-foot |

plungeover theedge.

TheFallsisnot aparticularly difficult -
waterfall to jump, as waterfalls go. The -
trick istopaddlelikeamadman, hipback |
asyouclear theedge, and “boof™ therecir- |

culation below.

Thedanger of thedropisdirectly linked |

towater level. At moderatelevels, from Six
tosevenfest, therecirculationisnot overly
threatening. But as the level climbs to
seven feet and above, theholeat thebottom
spreads out like batter at the baseof the

| watched Friendsville's Roger Zbell
run the Falls at eight feet. Zbell cranked
across the pool & thetop-hispaddleablur-
-practicaly flew off the top and skipped
acrossthehydrauliclikeaflat rock t hr own
sidearms. Judicious paddlers consider a
portagewhen thelevel creeps past seven
feet, butthepointis, there's alwayssome-
thing to anticipateon the Sandy.

After theFalls, class III-I'Y drops con-
tinue unabated until Zoom Flume--a 12-
foot slidedown aslanted rock shelf. And
within sight of the Flumeis Little Splat
where a screw-up can mean an intimate
experiencewith Big Splatjust below, as|
can attest.

With practically every paddling party,
after the group hasmadetheeddy above
Big Splat withnobodiesinthewater, one
boater will turntoanother and comment, |
"Y ou-know, | awaysfeel better after Big |

A Rockwille perifolio..

.lt_ﬂ: Gken Miller poses with a fruck
Mdj’ﬁﬂt&ﬂ..ﬂ'ﬂnwr Rosle's cabin
hidden in the treer. Bogom: Hob Glan-
ville crorses the aged bridge ar
Rockville tocheck the gange,

They'vepassed atest.

| finally madeit over Big Splat in my
boat. Appropriately, it wasDean wholed
medown thedrop last year. | wasalittle
scared, but not much--I figured | had
prepped for the exam and when it came
timefor thetest, | passed pretty easily.

That isn't to say I'm running that

mother every time. |'ve aready walkedit
twice since. But that's why | love the
Sandy...

| always come back for more because
there's moretocome back for.

thisrapid wasgone.
Personally, | get tired of hearing people

whine about theimmaturity of so-called |-+

adrenalin freaks, thesanctimonious com-
plaints about paddlers who need to be
scared to enjoy themselves. Fear hasnoth-
ingtodowithit.

| liketorun difficult dropsbecauseit's
achallenge--and a test without possibility
of failureisnotest at all.

Although | haverun the Sandy thirty
times or more over the past seven years, |
I've never sensed asimilar feeling of en-
nui. That's because regardl ess how many
Sandy runsyou've logged, theriver dways
reservesjust enough menacetokeep you
from becoming complacent.

It's ariver with consequences.

Takethefirstmajor drop--theFallsare

located a little more than a mile below

Splat.” And paddiers do feel better. 1
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On New Hampshire's
North Branch of the

Contoocook,
you can experience..

TheNorth Branchof theContoocookin
New Hampshire's Monadnock Regionis
oned thedeeping gemsd technica boat-
ing. ClassIV+ to V+dropsfor muchof its
length, the North Branch offers a long
season for asmall stream and sufficient
challengesfor theexpert boater. Rapids
such as PowerlineFalls, Cyclops Stake,
The Millrace, Liberty Farms Rapid and
Beaver Cleaver Fallscombineanincredi-
bly fast pace with steep gradient during the

Text by John Potterfield. John isthe
co-author of Appalachian Whitewater,
Volumelll, The NorthernMountains,
Photos by Scott Underhill, a profes-
sional photographer and kayaker from
Boston, Photo above: Scott Nowak
plungesthrough LostLens Rapid.

continuous sections(maximum140feet
Iper mile), a tight river course through
countless bouldersthat never ssemtoend,
imd thevery real threat of pinsand strain-
IS,

TheNorth Branch of the Contoocook
irisesout Highland L akeand | land Pond
inear Stoddard, New Hampshire, 15miles
northeast of Keene. TheNorth Branchis
unique for a smal cfs stream; it has a
number of buffering ponds, swampsand
marshes dongitsten mile length, that tend
tolengthenitsseason. Most streamsof its
sizetend torisevay quickly ad peak, with
only afew daysdf paddling available. The
North Branchdf theContoocook’s season,
whichnermally startsin March, oftenlasts
closetoamonth, with sufficientrain and
snowpack. It commonly rises to low to
mediumlevelsinlatefall after theleaves

E

llave left the trees and the ground has
frozen.

Likeitsbigger sister the Contoocook,
ihe North Branch's wetersare tea-colored,
iiuetotannicacid, anatural pollutant pro-
iiuced by decaying vegetation. Thistea-
colored water tendsto disguisethemul-
lipleboul dersthet clog theNorth Branch's
streambed.

Theupper stretchesbetweenPowerline
Fdlsand Stone Arch BridgeRapid com-
binebig dropswith solitary ponds, avay
from signs of civilization. The middle
sectionthat sartsbdow Stone Arch Bridge
Rapid and concludes at The Millraceis
fairly continuous, with an occasional pool
and quickwater stretchesin which gear ad
paddlers can be retrieved. The Millrace
Repid at most levelsisClassVI--adance
with death even at low levels. Thelower



section, fromthe Millraceto thetakeout a
thehead of Franklin PierceLake, iscon-
tinuous, Class 1V + to V+ whiteweter--by
far the most pushy and continuously de-
manding section on therun. Theriveris
loosely shadowed by Route9, which of -
fers, at acomfortabledistance, ther eassur-
anceof safety if mishapshouldoccur.

If theNorthBranchdidnot containsuch
difficult rapids, it would perhaps beone of
the most popular whitewater runsin the
Granite State. Streamside beauty abounds,
with moss covered boulders, bii h, fir, ok
and maplecompeting with thequietsoli-
tudedf theupper pondsand lower marshes-
-aguintessential Northern New England
river experience.

Runnable levels vary from alow of
minus 1 to plus 3/4 on the handpainted
gauge, found river left, on the downgream
portion of theRoute9 bridgea StoneArch
BridgeRapids. Reasonablelevels(where
mogt of theplagticisleftonthe boat or the
riverisn't sohighyou can't get under the
bridges) vary from minus 1/2 toplus1/2.
Gauge level information is available
throughThe Merrimack Valley Paddlers
river hotline, a 603-432-MVW.

Incidentally, theNorth Branchiscon-
sidereda’ plasticboatrun'.

Strainersareaway of lifeon theNorth
Branch; duckunderonetree, skirtaround
theend of yet another, and pull out justin
timetodrag your boat through the snow
around yet another obstruction. Last fall
members of alocal paddling club, The
Merrimack Valey Paddlers, pulled to-
gethertorid therunof dozensof strainers.
Thiseffort hasimproved theoverd| safety
of therun, butshouldnotbei nterpretedas
areplacementfor scouting.

Thereareanumber of entrancepointsto

theNorth Branch of theContoocook, de-
pendingonyour staminaand ability. The
upper section(ClasslV+withoneClassV
drop) startsat theintersectionof Routes9
and 123in Antrirn. Here, adirt road leads
to theright off Route123 north, just above
theintersection. A flatwater put-inispos-
sibleabovethefirst Class|V+drop, Pow-
erlineFalls.

PowerlineFalls from Route 9 looks
deadly, but luckily, itsbark isworsethan
itshite. Thefallsdrop 6 feet into ahuge
hole, then dividearound acondominium-
sized boulder. Theleft routedf thisinitia-
tion rapidis preferable. Below, theriver
flows through ashort tunnel that should be
checked fist for strainers. Class II-IV
rapidsfollow through the woods, with a

photo by Sl Underhit
Joe Damboisechallenges’ TheMillrace," oneof theContoocook'sriskiestdrops.

long pond and inletsthat could lead you
adray.

TheNorth Branch's upper whitewater
gretchesaredivided by isolated pondsand
marshes, whereotter,osprey, muskrat and
beaver are a home. Skim ice is often
encountered in early season, with ice
bresking duties alternated amongst the
teammembers.

Signsaf civilizationontheleft mark a
portage around aremote, 12 foot waterfall,
with theremainsof adocksmashedonthe
rocksbelow. Thick standsof pine, cedar
and hemlock linethebanks; low hills, il
devoid of development,frametherest of

ar

thisnear-wildernessscene.

Bdow thefirst portagelies a 6 foot
waterfall, commonly run. Ononetrip, an
experienced paddler who had mm the North
Branch beforemanaged to get sucked back
intothebaseof thisdrop, wherehisSabre
appeared to becomepinned, the paddier
upsidedown. A few secondsleter, apaddie
flushedfreg, theboater then forcedhi s way
out of hisboat and beganrecirculatingin
the pourover. Wild-eyed and yelling for
help, herecirculatedadozentimeswhile
party members scrambled for shore and
their throw bags. The paddler finally
flushed out, hisspray skirt sucked off his



Right: Scott Underhill
pinned in the middle
of Lost LensRapid.

— Left: Nancy Damboise
getsa face full of foam
as she punchesthe
hydraulic at the bottom
of PowerlineFalls.

body. Shaken but unhurt, he was ableto -

finishthe run without further mishaps.
Long, continuoustechnical Class IV
rapids follow for the next three miles,
separated by infrequent pools. Firstisa
Class| V+twister, CyclopsStake. A large
log, jammed in amongst the sharp boul-
ders,juttedintothecurrenta anupstream
angle. Sinceremoved, CyclopsStakere-
mainsaformidablergpid even without the
chancedf becoming bludgeoned to deeth.
Another drop that stands out in this
Upper sectionisLogt Lens Rapid, wherethe
penaltiesof running Class V whitewater
oftenbecomeapparent. Scouted fromthe
right bank, Lost Lens Rapid isajumbled
pileof bouldersloosely heapedinto two

Photo by Scott Underhil

“cascading waterfals, Safer a higher flows, |

low flowsallow many of thebouldersto
becomepin pockets.

On this occasion, a kayaker, experi-
enced in Class V drops, started with the
right line--but back endered, and was
forced to theright, pinning & the bottom of
the second cascade. Pinned upright be-
tween two boulders, thedeck of hisme-
dium volumeplastic boat began to col-
lgpse. Quickly diding backwardsout of the
cockpit, he worked himself free, but his
boat remained glued to theriverbottom.
Others used common sensethat day and
portaged,arecommendedrouteat levels
below nns 1/4.

Stone Arch Bridge Rapid is next, the
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first section of theriver visiblefranRoute
8. Thesiteof anabandonedmill,thereare
two routes through the twin arches, the
short rapid concluding beyond asecond
Route9 bridge.

The middle section begins here, the
easiest portion of theriver, with Class| V
rapidsif you takeout abovethe Class\
Millrace. Thissection windsthroughgen-
tler gradient, with the boulderslesscon-
strictingand pool smorefrequent.

Just aboveLovern Mill Road, the Mill-
racebresksthecdmwithaClass\M cata-
ract that twistsdown a100yard boulder-
lineddot. A portagefor morta boaters, the
Millracehasbeenr un atlow level s(beow
0ontheStoneArch Bridgegauge).
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The Lovern Mill Road bridge below |
serves astheput-infor thelower section,
themajority of whichiscontinuousClass
IV+ boulder dodging. A hugereed-infested
marsh confuses even in flatwater with
numerousroutes, theoutflow whichleads =
directly into the toughest stretch of white
water in New Hampshire, Liberty Farms
Rapid.

This rapid diffuses the current into
hundredsaf channels, each competing with
the next in arace through moss-covered -
bouldersthat al but block theriver. Dead-
end charnels end in unrunnable cascadesto
theright; totheleft anarrow slot tightropes
down through theonly runnable line, aline W
confused by numerousoptionsthat al ook
good fromriver level. Thisisone rapid
wherethescout from shore and subsequent
memorizationiscrucial toavoid aserious
pin amongst the boulders.

Liberty Farms Bridge flashes by, and
for the next 3miles, strong Class| V nego-
tiation with theriver godscontinues. With-
out abreak, Beaver Cleaver Fallsappears
onthehorizonline, aneight-footslanting
dropbisected by arooster tail rock on the
left, and numerous holes on theright to
thread through. The take-out mercifully |
gppearsamiledownstream, wherethepace |-
of the North Branch of the Contoocook !

inally dackens.
Fortunately,non-boating residents who
ivedongitsbanksfought for yearsto stop
hree proposed hydroel ectric projectstar-
reted for thisten milesection. Theprojects
vere stopped, and asubsequent town war-
ant in Antrim hasrestricted future pen-
tock-typehydrodevel opmentwithinits
rorders.
There are few technical runs in the
lortheast that can match the North Branch

B PoR by Soof Lngetdl
Above: Bracingat Lost Lens.Below:
Dropping down Liberty FarmsRapi d.

e/
of the Contoocook’s easy access, rugged
beauty, steep gradient, and incredibly fast
pace. Next timeyou arein theGraniteState
tor un theContoocook, Otter Brook or the
Ashuelot, takeashortdriveup Route9to
the best whitewater New Hampshirehasto
offer.

hoto by Nancy Damboise




After 25 years building whitewater boats,
bigger doesn't necessarily mean better ...

byChrisKoll

..'_'- - —

Tenyearsago, Phoenix probably sold
morekayaksthanany boat buildingcom-
pany in the world. There was only one
dight problem...

They weren't makingany money doing
it.

In thel ateseventies, beforetheplastic-
boat revolution gushed forth aflood of
Perceptions, Hydras, Hollowforms and
Noahs, a whitewater paddier looking to
secureanew boat had few options.

Hecould locate an availablemold and
gpend a week in the garage, aternately
itchingfromfiberglassdust and sneezing
fromvinylester fumes, whilelaying up a
home-medekayak. Or hecoul d find onedf
the few whitewater retailers scattered
acrossthecountry where, morelikdy than

-
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not, the paddler would be introduced to
Phoenix Kayeks. I
TomWilsonstarted buildingfiberglass

photo by Warren Brun

Phoenix buildsthe Arc, oned theoriginal squirt boatsdesignsbyJim Snyder.

kayaks in 1963 with a company calledimmed menufacturersan ever-increasing

High-Performance. In 1973 he founded_|_jice of themarket.

Phoenix and from his headquartersin_—— gy could afiberglasscompany com-
Berea, Kentucky, introduced a line of 9 ; ;

= . —pete? Hold thelineon prices, perhaps. Or
cruising boatsthet quickly becamesomed | ;nend money for advertising touting the
themost popular moddisfound intheEast, | __ 4 antages of fiberglass—its light weight,
Therewasthehigh-volumeCascade,a | _sepairability, or itsstiffness.
bozt for al watersand for dl levels of | Neither of which proved an answer.
pecd s the ".‘ed' um-vol umeSavege a”d-:l Life wastoughat thetop.
theclassicdesigncalledtheSlipper. "We found ourselveswith problems

Although not aparticularly small boat 4y sed by alot o things” said Peter

by today'spancakestandards, theSlippef___,M athiesen, Phoenix marketing director.

marked achangein philasophy inaruising | «The company found itself with alot of
kay =k production fromtheearly bath-tub==, oo ghlabor costs, and frankly, we
designs to the sleek performance boats™=j 5ot of troublecollecting accounts At
offered today. And coupled with the™=e time wehad two choices gt o the
company's other  models,  PhoeniX™ "} giness or keep building boats and let
emergedasonedf thechampsaf thefi be""-_peopl ebuy from us direct. For the most
glasskayak production game. ~ T part,we'vediminatedthededers”

But roto-molded pl asticboatschangec—
all therules. Withproductiontimesafrace | \yhitewater retailersserveavital func-
tion of fiberglass, plastic boa manufactur-—— o1,y the whitewater community. Most
erswere able tosl ashthepriceof whitewa= “entry-level paddlersdon't know thebow of

ter kayaks. And versatiledesigns along ~akayakframthestem. They nesdsoneone
withthedurability of plasticgainedroto:

a0

1o hold their hand whilesorting through the
bizarre jumbledf equipment needed to get
on ariver.

In addition, there's adigtinct pleasure
in touching and feeling a boat before
plunking down two or three week'spay for
anew boat. Retailersstock boatsto dlow
you to see beforeyou buy. In return for
thosesarvices, aretailer can expect toskim
 couplehundred dollarsoff thetop. It's
emly fair--theguy's gottaest.

What Phoenix proposed was staying
competitive with plastic by cutting out the
dealers profit. Asyou could expect, the
abruptmoveby Phoenixdidn't earnthem
many friendsamong theretailers. Infact,
asMathiesen admits,"alot of dederswere
realpissed.”

"But weredly didn't haveachoice"
Mathiesensaid. "It wastheonly way we
could survive.”

Even then, survival did not comeeasy.

""Before thebottomdropped out, Phoe-
nix wasthe#1 kayak company in Amer-




ica,” Mathiesensaid. "'But we definitely |
dropped off after we went direct. We be-
came alot smaller manufacturer. Weve
becomeaquigt, littlecompany, and theres
somenicethingsabout being aquiet, little
company.

"By thesametoken, wewant tosupply
as many peopleas possible. We want to
makeboatsfor people. Sol don't know if
were going to remainthequietest, little

Like the bud from which Phoenix
drawsitsname, the boat company appears
poised torisefrom theashes.

It's not just that selling direct hasen-
abled Phoenix to hold thelineand often
best theroto-molded competition'ssales
price, but themarketing strategy hasen-
abled Phoenix to cut costsin other areas
and offer amore diversified selection of
kayaks.

For onething, Phoenix nolonger needs
to stock acodtly inventory of boats Nor do
they need to anticipatewnhich lines will
provebigsellersonly toguesswrongand
find boatslying unordered in awarehouse.

"Wetakestock ordersfor certain mod-
els and then well build in volume,"

Mathiesensaid." Butnormally youdon't ]
havetowait morethan twoweeksbefore
shipment. Sometimesin the spring there
will be a longer delay, but generally a
mode Wl comearoundin theproduction
circuit anywherefrom 24 hoursto weeks
fromthetimeof theorder."

Buildingmode sin batchesasopposed
to boat by boat increasesPhoenix's effi-
dency. Sodoesthecompany's goproach to
cosmetics You can buy aPhoeni x kayakin
practicaly any solid color--but many pad-
dlersoptfor the" back-to-basics ' natural
finish that Phoenix has been producing for
15years.

"Qur specidty is not cosmetics"

M athiesensaid." Sometimeswecall kay-
akswiththewild colorsand razor-stripes
‘punk-rock boats' We're moreconcerned
with producing light-wei ght performance
boats."

And producethem they do. Because
they build toorder, Phoenix can affordto
offer 15 different models of whiteweter
kayaksand canoes.

"We fed we havea boat that can fit
precticaly anyone" Mathiesen said.
""Let's say someone Seesan ad and calls us-
-we'll sendthemabrochureandcall them

| back tomakesurethey receiveit. By that
time, thepersonwill havesomeideawhat
kind of boat they're interestedin, and we
feel if wecan tak with them, we can put
themin the correct boat. We can vary to
boat from person to person or fromuseto
use”

Although Phoenix makesaplethoraof
designs, its three largest sdllers are the
Wildfire, Spitfire,Microdipand theven-
erable Slipper.

The Wildfireis alargevolume boat
gearedtowardentry-level paddlersor use
in big water whilethe Spitfire series, intro-
duced in 1985, offersan 11-foot boat in
fiveoptionsof sizes. While theWildfire
|eads Phoenix sal es, Mathiesen expectsthe
Spitfireto continueto increasein popular-
ity.
TheSlipper design, over 10yearsold,
till commandsrespect within the paddling
world.

"TheSlipper may not behot by today's
standards, but it's still red warm,” Mathie-
sensaid." It'sagood boat for anupgrade.
Mogt designstoday arered tameor rea

—PhoenixWildfirearplayinahydraulic.
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outrageous. TheSlipper givesthem some-
thing in between.”

And onthehigh end of thePhoenixline
istheMicroslip and the Arc. TheMicroslip
isacut-down Sipper—shorter and flatter--
while the Arc, one of thef i t "squirt”
designs introduced, offers less volume
still.

When you consider that Phoenix 15
different whitewater designs, and that eech
designisavailablein threedifferentmate
rials, apaddler practically needs acom-
putertofigureoutthepossiblevariations.

Phoenix buildsboatswith threediffer-
ent materias afiber/nylon lay-up ussd for
themgjority of itsboats, kevlar used pri-
marily for flatwater boats, andfiberl astic.

Fiberlasticisamaterial particularonly
to Phoenix on provides boat comparablein
strength to plagtic whileoffering therigid-
ity and repairability of fiberglass Theonly
drawback tofiberlagticis thet itsweight as
alsoamostidenticaltoplastic.

Despite its attraction for beginning
paddlerswho aretypically tough onfirst
boats, Phoenix execs sound almost apolo-

photo by Lioyd Armstead

The Wildfire”s medium volume and rounded edgesmake it anided entry-level boat as
well asa kayak for bigwater or comfortablecruising.

getic about offering thefiberlastic, Afteral,
this is a company that bases it reputation ON
building lightweight boats.

“Fiberlastic has the advantage of both

plastic and fiberglass--the benefit of
plastic'sdurahility with thedesignsavail-
ableinfiberglass" Mathiesensaid. "'A lot
of peopl estart withafiberlasticWildfire

SAFETY:

Phoenix en in'eefs'.'s.afétjr intoits boats...
the.fgaturé-.dugsn‘t-seﬂ

Even thou;

Tom Wilson Is dedicated
o biiliding as sale a boal i

o or ot _
e have fwo muknar-

Whson _saki.
“Wre'vemadenverystrong
commitment to-the break-

paszive
nclhifg mechanical about I
thatcan fnft.**

With toduy's mdvanced
hr-up-l offered by Phoeoks

bullders, sometimes even s
Nbergiass boai  Talls  io
avasld thiet shissibem, Plos-
lay-up around the cockpli
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Phoenix continued...

and then move up to a fiber/nylon
Microdip...they comeuptothespeed of a
lightweight boat."

Wilson concurs.

"Qur primary goal istobuildreal light-
weight boats a areasonableprice” Wilson
said.""Wehavearuleof thumbthat if your
boat weighsmorethan 20%af your body
weight, it's areal unpleasant paddling
experience. It's likestrappingon 20-pound
skis. There's area advantagetoalight-
weight boat™

SoPhoenix continuesbuildlightweight
fiberglass kayaks--perhapsnot the most
visibleboat company, but certainly amore
viableone.

And with avariety of designsofferedat
acompetitive price, Phoenix planstor e
main the " quiet company" that makes a
loudnoiseinthepaddlingworld.

A\UNDANCE

~) EXPEDITIONS INC.

% Our 15th year as

The #1 Kayak School in The West.

* 5 &9 day. Beginner Kayak

program on Oregon's Rogue
River (lodging provided).

% 4-day, 40-mile raft supported

trips on the Wild & Scenic Rogue
(permits included).

% Featuring Perception Kayaks &

other top quality Kayak gear.

* Write for color brochure!!!

14894 Galice Road
Merlin, Oregon 97532
503/479-8508

: Chaga River

Conservation Work Shop

and Festival

May 29-30, Long Creek, SC
at the Chattooga Whitewater Shop
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Plan to attend and participate in the
following scheduled activities:

*Qutdoor equipment
displays

*Guest speakers

*Mountain bike race

*Canoe-kayakrace

*Riverclean-up

Scheduled speakers:

Risa Shimoda Calloway,
AWA

Barry Beasley, SC Water
Resources

Suzanne Wilkins, American
Rivers

Jerry Beck, Wild River Coa-
lition

Dave Getchell, Editor, Back-
packer

William Nealy, Author

Ron Stewart, TVCC

Allen Hedden, Pres. Ga CA.

*Sea kayaking
demonstration
*Wildflower walk
*Door prizes
*Paddlersparty

Sponsors:

AmericanRivers
SierraClub

Trout Unlimited
Heritage Trust

Wild River Co.

SC Water Resources
Wilderness Society
Forest Watch
GeorgiaCA.

TVCC

BWA

FoothillsC.C.
Piedmont Paddlers
SunshineCycle
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Take part in preserving some of
the Southeast's best whitewater ! |




Upper Yough cont.

mercial customer numbers makesthe
river less safeandenjoyable for every-
one and reduces the availability of the
river to private boaters. Private boaters
need to speak upto insure that this will
not happen.

For more information or to join the
Ad Hoc Committee to Protect the Upper
Yough, contactPope Barrow, 13613th
St, S.E., Washington,DC, 20003.

Oswegatchie cont.

"Demand for the recreational oppor-
tunities afforded by the segment af-
fected by the proposed Fine hydro
project, FERC # 9694 will be substantial
andvaried. Its proposeddesignandlo-
cation will cause great damage to these
recreational opportunities because it
willbe locatedin the very center of the
whitewater run. Because it will divide
the affectedreachinto two shortparts,
neitherwillbe longenoughtosustaina
viable commercial raft experience. Pri-
vate paddlers will likewise be disgusted
by thevisual andrecreationalintrusion
the proposed design entailsand avoid
the run as well."

The affected reach Barry defined
was the ten mile Oswegatchie run
described in detail in the May/June
1987 issue of the American Whitewa-
ter.

On the basis of analyses of Black
River testimony and new research,
Barry concluded that demand for pad-
dling on the Oswegatchie would grow
precipitously to 2390 user days in 1994
as a result of crowding on other rivers in
the region and commercial interestin
the stretch indicated by a local outfitter.
Since the run is only 55 minutes east of
Watertown by good roads, Robinson
argued paddlers would seek out the run
asanalternatetothe moreurbanexpe-
rience of the Black.

His conclusions were buttressed
when Niagara Mohawk, whichcontrols
the water flow in this section of the river,
stated that they provide releases be-
tween 615t01490cfs. NIMO alsoindi-
cated that these releases occur con-
tinuously if water storage permits. Oth-
erwise, releases follow peak system
demands starting at 8:00 AM. Monday
through Friday.

NY DEC uncharacteristically agrees
with AWA regarding hydro project

at Sullivan's Island

Not far downriver from the Fine
Project site, the same developer has
announcedplansto construct another
2.0 megawatt project located at the
Sullivansisland site. Steve Massaro's
hydro site inventory efforts on behalf of
AWA determinedthat this site deserved
special attention. As aresult, the New
York Rivers Council wrote to the DEC
registering their concerns about the
project's impoundmentof several miles
of free flowing river and creation of a
100 acre lake.

The letter stated that:

'Right nowthe entire distance from
Talcville to Emeryville, approximately
three miles long, is secluded and largely
pristine. A healthy buffer of trees
shields the old railroad right of way from
paddler's view. Except for the occa-
sional view of the mined area west of
Talcville, atrip on this part of the river

Raquette cont.

formed hydraulics offer limitless oppor-
tunities for boat control development
and surfing technique refinement at
many water levels."
Sadly,inaletterto FERC dated June
3, 1987, DEC's Murdock MacKenzie
stated that D E C has no objectionto the
issuance of alicenseby FERC...” and
that they have not identified any water
quality standard problems. No mention
is made in the five page letter about
riversports except for the need of a port-
age in spite of the fact the project will
create anew 20 acre impoundment and
back the river up all the way to Potsdam.
One of the leaders of the North
Country Paddlers, Paul Alton, has pro-
vided video tape of paddling and other
recreational use of this stretch of the
Raquette. Since this Adirondack river
has already lost aimost all of its mighty
whitewater to dams built years ago, this
small, well used stretch of rapids de-
serve special protection. As of mid-
March, DEC had not replied to the
NYRCletter.

would satisfy the most particularwilder-
nesslover. Fewpeoplewould disagree
thatimpounding essentially this entire
stretch of river to create this project
represents a signifcant adverse impact
on the quality of New York's environ-
ment."

DEC’s uncharacteristicallyfast re-
sponse to this letter pointed out that the
agency actually agreed withthe NYRC
and had sent a letter to the developer
saying so in July of 1987. That letter
stated that:

"In the particular circumstance of
thishydroelectric project, the following
appear to be impacts which may have
significant effect upon the environment
and may require the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement.

(1) the constructionof a new dam;

(2) the reconstruction of a partially
breacheddamwhichwillresultinanin-
creaseinboththe size anddepthofthe
impoundedwater upstream;

(3)the eliminationof asectionof free
flowing water by the constructionof a
new dam;

(4) increased flooding potential to
adjacentshorelineareas.

(5) changeto existing flooding situ-
ations that may require the provisions of
new hydraulic data; and

(6) aesthetic impact of drowning
upper area."

Hopefully, this letter signals a new
attitude at the DEC toward free flowing
rivers and that attitude will result in
similar letter for other sites which create
similar impacts.



awa affiliates

Adlrondack Mt Club Sch-
enectady

¢/0 Jack Daniels

722 Rankin Ave.
Schenectady, NY 12308-
3425

Allegheny CanoeClub
c/o Walt Pilewski

755 W. Spring St.
Titusville, PA 16534

Antloch Kayak Club

c/o Karl Mahle

PEDept. AntiochCollege
Yellow Springs, OH 45387

App. Mt. Club Cl. Bk Chap.
c/oBillCushwa

63 Silver St.

South Hadley, MA 01075

Ashville YMCA Kayak Club
¢/o0 CharlesHines

Rt. 4, Holly Hill Ct.

Ashville, NC 28806

BeartoothPaddler's Socl-
ety

c/o Micheal Maxwell

4440 Toyon Drive

Billings, MT 59106

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
St. Paul MN 55119

Buck Ridge Ski Club
POBox 179
BalaCynwyd, PA 19004

Canoe Club Gr. Harrisburg
c/oWalt Sieger

2747 N. 4th St.

Harrisburg, PA17110

CarolinaCanoeClub
POBox 9011
Greensboro, NC 27408

Ctl. IL Whitewater Club
2502 Willow Street
Pekin, IL61554

Chicago Whitewater Assn.
c//o MargeCline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL 60067

Coastal Canoeists
PO Box 566
Richmond, VA23204

Colorado Whltewater As-
soc.

7600 E. Arapahoe
Englewood, CO 80112

EMC Outdoor Program
1500 N. 30th, Box 556
Billings, MT 59101

ExplorerPost2001
11627 South Arbor
Houston, TX 77089

FarmingtonRiverClub
¢/oF. Perruccio

PO Box 475

Canton, CT 06019

GeorgiaCanoeingAssoc.
POBox 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

Idaho Whitewater Assoc.
1418 Sherman
Boise, ID 83702

KCCNY

¢/o Phyllis Horowitz
PO Box 329
Phonecia, NY 12464

Kayak Chapter
c/0JohnO’'Malley
830 WildcatRidge
Manhattan, KS 66502

O Box 2726

Fehlgh ValleyCanoeClub
ehigh Valley, PA 18001

Meramec Rlver Canoe
Club

¢/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

New Waves Kayak Club
c/oMorgan Smith
5330S. Elm

Caspar, WY 82601-6426

Niagara Gorge Kayak Club
¢/oDougBushnell

7661 TonawandaCr. Dr.
Lockport, NY 14090-9348

Northern AZ Paddlers
Club

¢/o Wayne House

Rt. 4 Box 948

Flagstaff, AZ86001

Oregon Kayak and Canoe
Club

PO Box 692

Portland, OR 97207

Ozark Wilderness \Water-
ways

PO Box 16032

KansasCity, MO64112

Piedmont Paddlers Canoe
Club

PO Box 41051

Charlotte, NC 28241-0501

RiverRendevous
PO Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435

RiverTouring Section
LA Chapter SlerraClub
13674 Saluda Ave.
Tujunga, CA 91042

RossFInk
7659 Goodland Ave.
N. Hollywood, CA 91605
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Slerra Club Loma Prleta
Ch

¢/o DaveKim

3309 OxfordLane
SanJose, CA 95117

Syracuse Unlv. Outing
Club

c/o Mark Defley, Whitewater
Ch.

SkiLodge, SkytopRd.
Syracuse, NY 13210

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
Box5429
Austin, TX78763

Three Rivers Paddling
Club

c¢/o George Mower

206 Spencer Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15227

TriadRiver Runners
POBox 11283

Bethabara Station

Winston Salem, NC 27116-
1238

Valdez Alpine Club
¢/o0 AndrewEmbick MD
POBox 1839

Valdez, AK 99686

1~Viking Canoe Club

PO Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Willamette Kayak and Ca-

| noeClub

PO Box 1062
Corvallis, OR 97339

1"WPAFB Outdoor Adven-

tureClub
c/oRodJoblove

2845 Liberty EllertonRd.
Dayton, OH 45418



End Notes:

Tim Kelly's YW camper looks like
what awhitewaterboater's vehicleought
tolooklike.

--Therear bumper wasextracted likea
bed tooth |ast winter when theven executed
athree-sixty on apatch of black ice and
becameintimatdy acquainted with aguard
rail.

--Closing theside door requiresama-
neuver smilar to popping afootball block-
ing sled: head up, hipslow, keep thefeet
moving and dam your chestinto the pandl
asyou samthedoor shut.

--Flecks of rust mottlethefinish asif
thevan was shotgunned with aload of rock
st

--A recalcitrantstarter requiresparking
onhillsor travd a dl timewith aminimum
of threestalwartcompanions.

Now don't get me wrong, just beoaJse
Tim's odometer has been taught to roll
over, I'm not implying his van is adog.
Thereis beauty in function, and in that
regard, thecamper isvery attractive.

Thefeaturel like mogt is the pop-up
roof. By dipping acoupleboltsfromthe
inside, theroof anglesup at 45degreesto
createad eepingloft.

Theonly drawback is that when Tim
popsthetop with boatsstill lashed tothe
roof rack. thevehicleresemblesamobile
missilelauncher. It's tough to deep peece-
fully whenyou redizea Russan oy satel-
litemay havetargeted your bed asanudesar
impact point.

But that's asmall priceto pay for the
camper's other obviousadvantages: it has
aminiaturerefrigerator that, with careful
loading, can hold an entirecase of beer;
there's atwo-burner range burn eggs far

We'reall stil

TimKelley'sVW camper

nor e efficiently than acampfire; and most
importantly, it containsatgpesysemmore
val uabl ethan thebook pricedf therest of

thevehicle

There's even aradar detector mounted
on the dash--morecdf atdisman o the
van's better days then adeterrent to speedt
ingtickets. Thevehiclehasitsownwarn-
ing devicefor exceeding thelegd limits--
it shakeslikehell when Timpushes55.

Admittedly, I'm exaggerating alittle
about Tim’s wheds My description of the
vansoundslikeit wasliftedstraightfrom
oned WilliamNealy's sdiricd depictions
of thepaddlingworld.

Whitewater sportoriginated assort of a
counter-culture activity. The general
populace believed there was definitely
something werd about peoplewho dressed
in neoprene and apparently risked lifeand
limb negotiati ngdangerous rapids

Boatersinpopularfour-wheeldrive vehiclespullintoGauleyFestival.

4t

drivingvans

And mog paddlers regardlessif they were
redl-lifedoctorsor CPAs, liked to promote
that uniqueimage.

Vanslike Tim's were recognized as
proper shuttlevehicles.

But now--thetimes, they areachangin'.

When my friend Ed goes boating, he
screwson the Yakimas to theroof of his
late-model Cadillac. Therearesomedisad-
vantages: Ed looks askanceif you crack
open abrew and foamgi| | s onto theuphal-
stery, heprefersthat youremoveyour wet
gpray skirt beforeyou slideonto thesest,
andwhenloadingboats,hedefinitely ob-
jectsto jumping on thehood to tiedown the
ropes.

But hey, that's asmall priceto pay for
powerwindowsandfactory air. And when
cruising Summersvilleor Kingwood for
chicks, the Caddie bests the VW hands
down.

O course, not all paddlerstakeluxury
in shuttlecars to that extreme. But the next
timeyou park at apopular put-in, takea
closelook at the other vehicles sporting
roof racks.

Chancesare, you'l find aplethoracof
"civilized" four-whedl drive vehicles--
models like the Jeep Cherokee, Chevy
Blazeror ToyotaFour-Runner--thatcorn-
bine theconveniencedf high ground deer-
anceand improvedtractionwith theride
atedwithacar.

At leat, that's outwardreasonso many
paddlersaregravitating toward that par-
ticular typeof vehicle. But | suspect that
the image of the four-whederisdso a
crucialfactorintheirpopul arity.

A lot of us former van drivers just
wouldn't fed comfortable behind the
whedl of avehiclethatlookslikeitshould
have a peace sign plastered on the back
window. And yet, driving aVVolvo, Saab or
Mercedesstill seemsatad pretentious.

The four-wheder gives us some
middle-ground. Lord knows, | need four-
whed drivelessthan one percent actual
road time...and | most never take the
truck on shuttleroads that actudly require
that kind of vehicle. But somehow, sitting
behind thewhed of onedf those models
givesyouthefeelingthat you're heading
somewhereotherpeopl ecan'tgo.

It's probably the next best thing to
driving TimKelly’s van.

By Ron Burke
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Phil DeRiemer, Siete
Tazas, RioClaro, Chile.
Photo by LarsHolbek
Kayak by Perception.

1110 Powdersville Road,
Easley, South Carolina 29640

(803) 859-7518
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