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AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-thon

eRaise money for AWA's Whitewater Defense Project
Raise money for your local AWA Affiliate Club

eWin valuable individual prizes

eBe eligible for even more valuable Grand Prizes
eHave one heck of a good time

Sound good? Here's all you have io do:

¢Sign up local sponsors to contribute what ever amount
they choose per river hour paddled by you during June 1992.
e og your river time and sponsor information on the official entry
form or 8 1/2x11 sheet of paper.
¢Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31,1992
®Receive your prizes!
eThe three highest earning individual participants
will be Grand Price recipients.

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice

SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Elite Kevlar/Graphite Canoe or
Kayak Paddle

THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Moonstone Polartech Pile Pullover with
Dagger logo

INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-thon T-shirts

designed by William Nealy, AWA lapel pins

Proceeds to benefit AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON
BEHALF OF A CURRENT AWA AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH
75%TO AWA'S WHITEWATER DEFENSEPROJECTAND25%TO YOUR LOCAL AFFILIATECLUB
FOR USE IN ITS OWN CONSERVATION, SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Of course,
participants paddling on behalf of AWA Affiliate Clubs are also eligible for Individualand Grand Prizes.
Individual participants need not be AWA members.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
AWA
PO Box 85
Phoenicia, NY 72464
(914) 688-5569

Sponsored by the American Whitewater Affiliation,
The Dagger Canoe Company and The Dagger Companies
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30 My Own Private Idaho
You don't need to charter a multi-day expedition in order to experience a wildermess
whitewater trip.

By CHRIS KOLL

35 Water Will Rise Rapidly
A test run on Wisonconsin's Pine River reveals an unknown dass 4 resource.
By MIKE SKLAVOS

40 Land of Sheep...and Whitewater
New Zealand offers some of the greatest variety of whitewater found on the planet.
By MAC THORNTON
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Hydro snubs recreation...Greatest wilderness screw-ups...Energy bill
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22 To Help or Not to Help

When should a paddler step back and follow directions
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25 AWA Attitude and Equipment Survey

How do our attitudes and equipmentrelate to river accidents
By LEE BELKNAP

48 End Notes
Now that he's older and more respectable, you wouldn't think Gary would
have any problems at a border crossing...right!

By GARY CARLSON
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Eureka, Jansport, Sierra Designs.
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It's a Rapid Education!

A leader in whitewater instruction since 1972,
MKC offers highly personal instruction from
Beginner to Expert levels in both kayaking and
open canoeing — leading to diplomas
recognized world-wide.

Located on t he Madawaska River, MKC
provides dl equipment and transportation
during t he course, as well as the creature
comforts of a vacation resort, including
delicious medls served up with old world
hospitdlity. And better yet, our riven are
clean, wam and uncrowded.

Join directors Claudia and Dirk - national
whitewater champions = and staff for on
unforgetioble PADDLING VACATION!

MADAWASKA ...
Kanu Beyson

Ontario KOJ I8

Sorvener-[613) 756-3620

FREE DISCOUNT CATALOG

Chouinard, Lifa, Optimus, Lowe, 3
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Wegot no g3
stinkin' policy |

A couple days ago, | received a
disturbing communication.

It seemsthat some prominentfig-
ures in the whitewater outfitting industry
(i.e. commercial rafting) were upset with
several recent articles that appeared in
American Whitewater. The letter went on

to say that these articles presented a bias
against outfitters and suggested that this
editorial policy would be counter produc- =T '; " 'T-'I':'r#

tive to boater-oultfitter relations. 2

Well, I had to chuckle. ™ N

The fad is, this magazine ain't professional enough to have any "official"
editorialpolicy. Its "policy"is pretty much dependent on the mood I'm in when I throw this
rag-tag publication together. There ain't no committee of AWA directorslookingover my
shoulder, advising what to print.

And since I've worked as a safety boater and as a marketingand organizational
consultantfor an outfitter for the last five years--l don't think | have any naturalprejudices
against the industry. Hell, even some of my best friends are...uh...rafters.

Now, like any two different groups that share a commonresource, the interests
of boaters and outfitters will occasionally dash. Whenthey do, I'm likely to printthe news
from a boater's perspective. After all, the constituency of the AWA are predominantly
private boaters.

Similarly, when outfitters and boaters share a common cause, we're happy to
trumpet the outfitter's viewpoint. Like in the last issue when AW railed against the
presence of "pirate” rafters on the Kennebec.

The agendas of boaters and outfitters will never perfectly dovetail. But we'll
always share certain common goals: dean water, free-flowing rivers, and continued
access to our public whitewater resources. The presence of these major shared
objectives should be sufficient to ensure that both parties continue to work together for
the common good.

And so far as an "official AWA editorial policy--it's as divergent as the opinions
of its members. Directors, regional coordinators and members often submit editorial
contributions based on issues concerning their parts of the country. | try to tone down
some of the stridency of some of the submissions--but more oftenthan not--1 just let the
articles fly.

If commercial outfitters--or for that matter, any other party--are offended, they
can take consolation in the fact that the report doesn't necessarily reflect the opinion of
the entire AWA organization. But let's hope that these groups also realize that criticism
from any source, regardless how small, merits consideration whenit effects how a public
resource like whitewater is utilized.
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P URPOSE

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with g
membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiastsand more than 50 local canoe
dub affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protect and enhance the recreational
enjoyment of whitewater sports in America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides
information and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
monitors potentialthreatsto whitewater river resourcesthroughits “River Watch" system,
publishesinformation on river conservation, works with government agencies to protect
and preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local
groups regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual
awardsto individuals to recognize exceptional contributionsto river conservationand an
annual“hydromania” award torecognize the proposedhydroelectricpower projectwhich
woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contestsandfestivals to raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
GauleyRiverFestivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gatheringof whitewater
boatersin the nation, other than at international racing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater
accidents, and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers
(the InternationalScale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA
Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporatedunder Missouri
non-profitcorporationlawsin 1961 and maintainsits principalmailing address at PO Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The
charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and
preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the
wildernesscharacter of waterways through conservationof water, forests, parks, wildlife,
and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness
cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Exceptfor membership servicesandthe Executive
Director position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-monthly magazine,
are handled by volunteers.
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Cowme wisll cor naw oUipos! on the banks
of the Nantahala River, in Nerth Carlna
Test drive THE BEST an out:gight-mile

whitewater track. Youllenpy finding out
why a custom-built and outfitted,
ready-to-paddieWhitesell Canoe is still your
best bet for maximizing your ability an all
dasses of whitewater.
Call (404) 325-5330for moreinfo
and our free video.

m&

hitesedd..
2362-A Dresden Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341
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What's Up?
Water level readings from selected-ll-i
North American river level gauges are
"up" on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite boating]
spots, and more you haven't explorec:
yet, may be "uptoo! Find out for sure
where the best conditionsare by
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure

Readings are updated continually 24

hud|

hours a day, 7 days a week
Calltoll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everythingyou need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for

ALER

1-800-945-3376




LEARN-TO-KAYAK |

WEEK

A week d kayakinstructionina
vacation atmospherecould be just the
break you need. Our quality 5-day
programon the Ottawa River
introducesyou to the pleasuresof
whitewater and the paddling fraternity.
Adult beginner and intermediate
coursesincludekayak, paddling gear,
5-day meal program, camping, resort
facilitiesand instruction.
Season: Mon-Fri; June-August
Cost: $424 (5377 US)

Couples Rate: $399 (8355 US)

. Weekend kayak clinics also available.

Wilda ness
~» Taurs

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario KQJ1C0
CANADA (613) 646- 2291 fax 646-2996

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness

Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

LETTERS

Dear Editor.

This magazineis startingto make
me sick! | was very disappointed when |
read the conservation section in the No-
vember/December 91 issue of American
Whitewater. Itmustbe prettybadwhenyou
can't find anybody to trash, except the
author of a river guide book. (That doesn't
sound semi-professionalto me.)

Ed Gertler has been running
whitewater since the early 60s and hasrun
more creeks and rivers than most boaters
everwill. Inthefirstplace, if Edhadthought
the Upper Yough too toughto navigate, he
eitherwould have said so or there wouldn't
have been a write-up on that section. The
firstsentenceof his descriptiontalks about
the Upper Yough having the whitewater
that made the river famous. Now I know
(andlhopeyoudotoo) thatthereis no such
thing as famous whitewater that is non-
navigable.

Ed's descriptionis very well writ-
tenfor a book that was publishedin 1983.
I'm sure AW. wouldn't want him to
downplay the nature of the river and then
have some "Completegeek who could not
paddle across a bathtub” drown on the
river. You folks should go back and read
what the purpose of the AWA is, not just
look atthe pictures. Specificallythe educa-
tion and safety sections.

Just because FERC. found a
strange way to misconstrue Ed's descrip-
tionisnoreasonto use himas a scapegoat.

AtleastEd Gertler signshisname
to his publications, not arevoltingalias like
the author of the conservation section.
What is this magazine coming to?

Bob Walsh
Burned Out Canoe Club

P.S. Whatmap doyou all have that shows
theRussellForkin Tennessee? TheRussell
Forkis Virginia's premiere dass 6 run that
flows into Kentucky, a food 36 miles from
Tennessee (as the crow flies).

(Editors' Reply- -We shouldbe whipped!

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS. INC

On U.S.'Route 60, % Mile

1-800-950-2585

East of U.S. 19 intersection

We shouldbe flogged! Sadly, youareright
on both counts. Tennessee is home to
many great rivers, but, alas, the Russell
Forkisnotone of them.

And we do owe Ed Gertler an
apology. Those of us who know Ed, hold
himandhisbooksinthehighestregard. Ed
hasdonea lotforoursportandheisareal
pandoman. The writer of the consanvation

T piecein questions meant to directhis sar-

casmas FEERC, notatEd butitis easy
toseehowthe commentcouldbe mistaken
for a cheap shot.

So Ed if you are still reading
American Whitewater, please accept our
apology.)

Dear Chris,

Congratulations for running the
story on "Boating in British Columbia” in
your Jan/Feb 1992 issue. It is indeed the
"Great Whitewater North" as titled by au-
thor Adam Shandro. But | will appreciate it
if you will correct two errors for your read-
ers:

Adam states"..there are no de-
finitive guidebooks to the better runs in
B.C. The series of guides by Betty Pratt-
Johnson tends to overrate rivers and con-
centrates primarily on those with a Class
3+ to 4- rating."

Hethengoesonto describe three
runs included in "Whitewater Trips for
Kayakers, Canoeistsand Raftersin British
Columbia: Greater Vancouver through
Whistler, Okanagan and Thompson River
Regions" basically agreeing with my rat-
ings. | callthe Meatgrinderonthe Nahatlatch
Class 4 to 4+ -- he calls it a solid 4. [ think
he has not read my books. If there is any
discrepancyin our ratings, I've underrated
many rivers as far as Adam is concerned:
Some runs that I've rated Class 3+ to 4
Adam describes as "awesome."

Apart from his statement re: no
definitiveguides andre: ratings, it's a great
story. And--dol ever agree!--Adam'’s party
was very lucky to meet Diesel. He's a fun,
enthusiastic guy who knows B.C. rivers
inside and out. I recommendthat paddlers
who are turned on by Adam's excellent
artide read my books and then contact
Diesel.

(1) Inthe three “Whitewater Trips”
books in printyou'll find descriptions of 88
whitewatertrips and 12 hot springs, seven
of them primitive. Yes, Class 2 water as
well. So many good trips for differentfolks-
-fromrain forest to desertrivers, to saltwa-
ter rapids that sparkle like fireworks.

Thesethree definitive guidebooks
for three regions of British Columbia in-
dude:

a. RobLesserhole-ridingonGold
River, page 28 of “Whitewater Trips/
Vancouver Island".

b. Meat grinder photo with "yours
truly" upside down and flailing--that was
the day the drop got its name. But please



EETTEHS '

note, I finallyrolledup. No swim. Page 183,
"Whitewater Trips/British Columbia”.

c. First descents on Horsethief
and Bobbie Burns Creeks, "Whitewater
Trips and Hot Springs/Kootenays”.

Toobtainthese guidebooks, con-
tact your library or bookstore or write to
Adventure Publishing, Point Grey RPO,
PO Box 39141, Vancouver, B.C. Canada
V6R 4P1. Faxortelephone (604)731-9958.

2. Then, when you have an idea
where you want to go, contact Diesel. His
1992 tour schedule includes mellow rivers
as well as "hair". Youname it. For informa-
tion and reservations: Grizzly Whitewater
Expeditions, R.R. 2, 843, C24, Gibsons,
B.C. Canada VON FV¥&. Telephone
(604)886-2875.

Yours Truly,
Betty Pratt-Johnson
Vancouver, B.C.

Chill out, manl

Hey Gary:

Chillout man!  Sublimateyour
reproductive drive by going paddling and
by writingmore of your sublime whitewater
drivel! Atleastyourwordsandthoughts(?)
are reproduced in American Whitewater.
The truly enlightened recognize your cre-
ative genius and kindred soul. Even God's
literary output, the Ten Commandments,
wasiill-receivedby some! Pollyour reader-
ship ifyou dare and need the encourage-
ment!

Your supporter.
Jack Mltchell

Dear Chris,

Kudos and Muchas Gracias to
Lars Holbek and his Chile Prepper Primer!
He has done a great service to potential
international whitewatercowboys (and cow-
girls) inbriefly describing some of the rivers
of Chile. I'hadthe opportunityto do 5 of the
rivers listed in 1991, and this definitely
whets my appetite for another trip down
south to that country of great whitewater
and vino tintol

Having boated throughout the
1980sin Callifornia, | was well versedin the
California Standard: "Guide to the Best
Hairball Whitewater Stories and Boatingin
California” by Lars and Chuck Stanley.

After moving to Georgia, | don't get much
opportunity to use that classic guide, but
I'm ready to buy that "Guide to the Best
Whitewaterin Chile" Lars, if you can make
yourself sit at the wordprocessor long
enough.

Thanks!

David Wallace
Norcross, GA

Leave Ed alnne'

An open letter to our Capitol Correspon-
dent

Dear Sir,

Youmaynotremember me; we've
met several times at various CCA gather-
ings and on the river occasionally. | have
not been around for some time as I am
currently doing Peace Corp workin Nepal.

I've beenreceivingthe AWA jour-
nal, though, and so have been keeping
abreastof whitewaterhappenings-the most
spectacular of which are by far and away
your conservation efforts. You are doing
amazing work and deserve enormous
thanks and appreciation. We are, without
exception, all being enriched by your ef-
forts and commitment.

However, one statement you
made (in a recent journal article) was, |
thoughtenormously unfair. Admittedly, Ed
Gertler's description of the Upper Yough
contributes to the ease with which the
authorities are snatching that river away
fromus. But, that is more the fault of the
law than Ed's description. And, asyouwell
know, Ed has aresponsibilityto accurately
describe the rivers he reviews. He writes
for the entire boating community, not just
the people who might successfully run the
Upper Yough. The Upper Yough is poten-
tially fatally dangerous for most people to
try to navigate. The more people who hurt
themselves or die on the river, the less
empathy the general public will have with
the boating community. By making rivers
saferforeveryone, Ed's generally accurate
descriptions do the boating community a
service, not a disservice.

I know this makes a difficult job
moredifficultandlamenclosing $30 (about
half my monthly salary) in my own small
effort to help. Thanks again for your hard
and somewhat miraculous work.

Yours,
Lynn Rodgers
Kathmandu, Nepal
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SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CANOES » IKAYAKS
RAPIDS = LAKES = QCEANS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrosport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask obout our Rescue Bags,
Sproyskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS
230 PENLLYN PIKE, PENLLYN, PA 19422 I
215-646-5034




C ONSERVE

Hyvdro spurnsboater'scomments

By RICH BOWERS
ConservationProgram
Director

In the last journal,
the AWA reported on the
processing of over 160 hydro
applicationsfor 231 dam sites
(in 24 states) across the
country. Through this
process, the AWA hoped to
gain previously un-run river
segments de-watered by
hydro bypasses, better
access to rivers through
power company lands, and
scheduled release dates and
flow levels.

After researching
each of these 160 applica-
tions, within the 60 day
comment period allowed to
the public by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC), the AWA found
28 which had direct impacts
on whitewater boating. On
March 1st we filed requests
for additional studies, needed
to represent recreational and
environmentaluses of these
rivers.

Comments on these
study requests are coming
back - and the news is not
good! From the returns so
far, (I haven't seen comments -
from the Deerfield or
Penobscot) it is dear that the
hydro-developers, and the
National Hydropower Asso-
ciation, are not willing to lose
one red cent to address a
nationwide concern over
public resources.

While this may not
have surprised anyone, |
admit that | was shocked at
the overall disregard for the
opportunities presented by
this re-licensing, and at the
tone set by the power
industry. In their obviously
well coordinated responses,
each of our requests are
disregardedas: "generic

requests"”, "promoting the

4l||||l_=
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limited objectives of its
affiliates”, and "irresponsible
and overreaching".

And not only AWA
requests have met this fate --
Fish and Wildlife, state
resource agencies, environ-
mental groups (such as the
- Conservation Law Founda-
tion, and the Saco River
Salmon Club) have been
summarily dis-missed as “not-
justified".

This article is not
meant to rebut these com-
ments (even where a limited
number of shareholders,
profiting from a public
resource, accuse the AWA of
"promoting limited objec-
tives"), but addresses the
overall failure of the hydro
industry to address the
opportunity to restore river
habitat and recreation to
those who enjoy them.

In no instance does
the power industry recognize
the national initiative pre-

-
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~T sented by this process, nor do

they address the 30 to 50
year impacts represented by
their continued policies. Even
in the face of a growing
national awareness of the
dangers of "irresponsible”
damming of our rivers, the
power companies are happy

By RICH BOWERS

Let's paint a picture,
something along the lines of
those calendars that hit the
book stores each year. I'm
specifically thinking of the one
titted “The World's Hardest
Golf Courses". You know the
one, where the green sits on
a small rock on the lip of
Niagara Falls! | propose a
new one for this year, "The

Rich Bowers sits before a stack of commentsregardingthe effects of hydro plants on whitewater
recreation. Powerproducersare virtually ignoring AWA comments.

to keep their blinders on and
follow their bottom line.

Until this can
change, it will be up to the
AWA, and others, to protect
these “limited objectives", and
promote “equal consideration”
of river uses above and
beyond power production.

| ntroducing the greatest
wilderness screw-ups

Greatest Wilderness Screw-
ups of the World".

Coming up with a
cover photo is fairly easy: it's
a picture of the Geddes
Resources Limited, Windy
Craggy mine near the
confluence of the
Tatshenshini(Tat) and Alsek
river canyons.

Considered to be
North America's wildest
rivers, the Tat and Alsek (with



a flow six times that of the
Colorado) sit between Glacier
Bay National Park in South-
east Alaska, and Kluane
National Park in Canada's
Yukon. Bothrivers are
amona the 10 bestraft tripsin
the world, and the Alsek
contains the legendary Turn
Back Canyon, made famous
by the late Walt Blackadar in

his artide 'Caught upinahell

of whitewater!"

This area, if pro-
tected, would complement the
adjourning wilderness of
Wrangel-St. Elais National
Park, Kluane National Park,
Glacier Bay National Park and
Preserve and the Tongass
National Forest and would
create the world's largest
protected international
wilderness!

Alright, so there's
our picture. Now let's take
this spectacular area, home of
prime grizzly habitat, bald
eagles, and the largest
nonpolar ice-fieldsin the
world, and add in a ...Copper
Mine??

That's rightl, Geddes
Resources Limited of Toronto
hopes to start mining over
100 million tons of copper
(and gold, silver and cobalt)
from the 6,200 ft. Windy
Craggy Mountain, just 20
miles east of the Alaskan
border. Visual enhancements
proposed by this project
include the destruction of the
mountain itself, and the
creation of a 2,000 foot deep
pit to take its place. To
contain the 48 million tons of
acid-generating waste rock
from this mine, Geddes will
construct a scenic 2.5 mile
reservoir, separated from the
Tat by a 100 foot high dam
(built, of course, in an active
fault zone). Additional waste
rock, with a lower sulfide
content and a lower contami-
nation rate, will simply be
dumped on the nearby
glacier.

To complete this
scenario, let's also throwin 70
miles of roads (20 along the

| banks of the Tat), to accom-

| modate the 120 to 225 ore

| trucks rumbling out of here
each day. These trucks are
on their way to the port of
Haines, Alaska, through
which Geddes plans to ship
24 million gallons of fuel and
thousands of tons of explo-
sives. And since we are on a
roll anyway, let's build the
roads through the Chilkat

| Bald Eagle Preserve. In his

artide, 'Down the
Tatshenshini: Notes from a
coldriver", Edward Abbey
described this area as one
where "Bald eagles go
winging by, almost as
common here as buzzards in
the desert".

The company says
that spills and accidents are

| inevitable, but it will be good
for the economy and create
jobs. With this corporate
philosophy, Geddes seems
intentin inviting the buzzards
in early!

Our February
calendar selectionis of equal
significance, in fact, this one
should be a fold-out. The
snormity of the Great Whale
Project, James Bay Power
Project i, could be done

" g

i .

7 justice only in this manner.

This project was a
hot topicin 1991 also, when
"American Whitewater"
presentedan in-depth artide
in the January/February
issue, and another artide, "No
ordinaryriver trip for two
pals", in the September/
Octoberissue. Like the Tat
and Alsek, this project offers
ecological destruction on a
grand scale, but, due to
recent developments, the
United States (New York
Statein particular) may have
pulled the economic rug out
from under Hydro-Quebec.

Before you pop open
the champagne however,
remember that this is project
#ll. The La Grande Project
(phase 1&ll), completedin
1985 and costing $16 billion
to construct, generates
10,282 megawatts of power,
and created 3 powerhouses,
9 dams and 206 dikes along
the La Grande River water-
shed. The Great Whale
project, just to the North of the
La Grande, is equalin its
scope and damage to rivers.
This portion of the overall plan
will generate another 3,060
megawatts, and create

Lower Falls on Quebec's Great Whale River. A massive hydro project threatens the river.

another 5 powerhouses, 5
dams and 125 more dikes
(note: perhaps we should
make this our December
project; we could sing to the
tune of "The twelve dams of
Christmas™).

The overall plan,
induding Project i,
Nottaway-Broadback-Rupert,
would ultimately affect 20
rivers draining into James and
Hudson bays, alter a water-
shed the size of France, and
submerge an areathe size of
Lake Ontario.

The good news is
that on March 28 of this year,
New York State cancelled a
$12 billion, 20 year contract to
buy power from Hydro-
Quebec. New York officials
cited only economicreasons
for the cancellation, but there
is a good chance they didn't
want to deal with AWA’s New
York resident and hydro
expert - Pete Skinner.

This loss comes
directly after the passage of
the March 16 Hoyt Billin the
New York State Assembly,
requiring environmental
review of any major contract
for the importation of electric-
ity. This loss will hopefully



C ONSERVE

strain Hydro-Quebec's
finances and credit rating to
the point where the projectis
no longer feasible.

well aware of the Bio-Bio's

| numerous dass V rapids, with

names such as Lost Yak,
Lava South, One-eyed Jack

Our final first quarter | and Jug-buster. And due to

Joe Greinerin the maw of the Bio-Bio's One-EyedJack

report, represents the other
end of the Americas: Chile's
famous Rio-Bio-Bio (see last
issue's "Chile Prepper”
artide), and another of the
world's ten best whitewater
rivers.

~ the popularity of this river,

paddlers are equally up to
date on the environmental
damage offered by hydro-
electric projects currently
under construction.

As a quick back-

1 Chile's largestrivers, has

| been targeted by its recently
| privatized national electric

| company, ENDESA, as the

~1"recipient of six major dam

sites. The completed project
(of which only three sites are
economically feasible in
today's market) would
generate 2,900MW of power,
and cost an estimated $3
Billion.

As we have seenin
our own country, mis-planned
use of hydropower, the so
called'dean-renewable
energy resource" can cause
untold environmental dam-
age. In additionto destroying
the natural setting of the area,
this proposed master-plan

famous world dass
whitewater and the tourism
economy ($) created by this
resource.

Other concerns,
such as the impacts on the
9,000 indigenous Pehuenche

would eliminate Chile's most _|

| and wildlife species, and the

generalintelligence associ-
ated with building dams on
active seismic faults, all come
into play with this issue.

As we go to press,
the International Finance
Corporation(IFC), an arm of
the World Bank, is headed to
Chile to start their final

| appraisal. Once completed,

this report to the IFC Board of
Directors could spell the
death of this whitewater
Shangri-la, by providingthe
additional $75 Million needed

i to finance the project. There

have been no known rever-
sals on issues at this level.
Interested parties in
this country, induding the
AWA, are working with the
Grupo de Accion por el Bio-
Bio (GABB) to stall this
appraisal. Hopes are that a
better Environmental Impact

| Assessment, and/or stronger

political pressures can be

brought into play to save this

Most Eaddlers are _c-;round, the Bio-Bio, one of Iﬂillni H“ EI native HIHI river.
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C ONSERVE

Amended energy bill trasheshydro

ByED E LINE

An eight-lane
interstate highway (known as
the "beltway") encircles
Washington, D.C.* like an
impenetrable moat isolating
the capitol from the outside
world. Inside this terrifying
inferno, while the rest of the
nation looks on in horror, the
ponderous wheels of govern-
ment slowly grind away. The
world inside the beltway is a
cacophonous Tower of
Babel — inhabited by politi-
cians, bureaucrats, T.V. news
casters, lobbyists, lawyers,
government contractors, drug
addicts, and specialinterest
groups.

Undeterred by this
horrific scene, and ever alert
to anything and everything

affecting whitewater, AWA
keeps a dose watch on
events of interestto
whitewater boaters. The
following is part of a continu-
ing series of reports from
inside the beltway.

* Stands for Darkness and
Confusion.

Editor's Note: Unless other-
wise stated, the views
expressedin this article are
those of the authoranddo not
reflectthe policies or views of
the AWA.

UGLY DUCKLING BE-
COMES BEAUTIFUL SWAN

For almost 2 years
now AWA beltway insiders
have charted the spasmodic

| gyrations of the Bush

administration's national
energy bill as it stumbled
through Congress. We have
reportedin this column on all
the various zigs and zags
along the way. When the bill
fizzledlast year in the fight
over oil drillingin the Arctic
Wildlife Refuge, river conser-
vationists cheered its demise.
For people who care about
rivers, this was an unusually
an ugly piece of legislation. A
big piece of the billwas
designed to speed up
hydropower development at
the expense of natural
resources (i.e. free flowing
rivers).

Although the bill died
in 1991, it came back to life
again like a vampirein early
’82..... without the Arctic
Refuge problem but still

containing the same nasty
looking hydropower provi-
sions. A fight began in the
Senate, and, showing
surprising strength, river
conservationistsmanaged to
strip most of the pro-hy-
dropower language out
through a series of amend-
ments which passed on the
Sanate floor. (Thank you
Senator Tim Wirth of Colo-
rado 1)

Next the bill was
taken up in the House of
Representatives. River
advocates figured "What the
Hell. We're on aroll here.
Why not try to make this ugly
thing into something beauti-
ful." A campaign began, with
AWA, American Rivers, the
Wildlife Federation, and
several other groups lobbying

TIGHT SKIRTS
_SPRAYSKIRTS

CUSTOM BUILT THE

WAY YOU WANT THEM!

GUARTANIIEEDE

THE CHOICE OF
WORLD CHAMPIONS
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around the dock to encour-
age members of Congress to
offer amendments to actually
protect rivers from unwise
hydropower development.

They struck paydirt
quickly. Congressman Peter
Kostmayer of Pennsylvnia
said he would push a pack-
age of amendments to allow
States to veto hydropower
projects. Then Congressman
Vento of Minnesota said he
would offer amendments to
protect parks and public lands
from hydropower and
Congressman Studds of
Massachusetts said he would
offer amendmdnts to protect
fish. The process was over
almost before it had begun-
and virtually ALL the pro-river
amendments passedin the
committees initially consider-
ing the bill.

Hydropower industry
lobbyists appeared on Capitol
Hill the next day to survey the
wreckage. Their anger was
visible. Their pro-hydro

NANTAHALA QUTDOOR CENTER

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

provisionswere in ruins. Even
worse they were now facing
no less than 6 new pro-river
protection provisions. They
vowed to fight back when the
bill arrives on the floor of the
House of Representativesin
May for a vote by the full
House. As this article goes to
press, a major battle is
shaping up between the
hydropower industry and river
conservation groups, with
river conservationist- for
once- appearing to hold the
upper hand.

If the amendments
now in the bill stay where they
are, what started out life as an
ugly duckling will emerge from
Congress a beautiful swan.
FERC would no longer be
able to license private
hydropower development
within national and State
parks, or on State wild and
scenic rivers like the Klamath
in Oregon or the Skykomishin
Washington or the
Youhioghenyin Maryland, or

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
WHITEWATER PADDLING,

WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR

OF NOSECLIPS TO A KAYAK

FOR A REE CATLOG CALL
(800) 367-3521
FAX (704) 4882498

41 HWY 19 W BRYSONCITY, NC 287139114

on State protected rivers like
the North Fork of the
Payettee.

ARKANSASRIVERS BILL
FINALLY PASSES

Within enthusiastic
AWA support, a bill to
designate as wild and scenic
206 miles of 8 Arkansas rivers
has now been enacted into
law. Six of these rivers are
listed in the AWA Nationwide
Whitewater Inventory as
whitewater runs: PINEY
CREEK, the BUFFALO, the
COSSATOT, the LITTLE
MISSOURI, the MULBERRY,
and RICHLAND CREEK. This
is the second State package
to wild and scenic rivers bills
to pass this year. Earlier this
year President Bush signed
the Michigan Rivers bill
designating 14 rivers wild and
scenic, including whitewater
steams such as the BLACK,
tributaries of the
ONTONAGON, the PAINT,

the PINE, the PRESQUE
ISLE, the STURGEON, and
the BRULE. Pennsylvania
also picked up a new Federal
Wild and Scenic river with the
designationof certain
sections of the ALLEGHENY.

PENDING WHITEWATER
LEGISLATION

The Arkansas and
Michican rivers bills were big
victories, and more may be
yet to come. Hearings have
been held on a bill to desig-
nate the LOWER MAIN
SALMON in Idaho as wild and
scenic and to ban hydropower
development on the NORTH
FORK OF THE PAYETTE. It
now looks like the PAYETTE
will be dropped out due to
opposition from commercial
outfitters who do not want the
LOWER MAIN SALMON
tangled up with the PAYETTE
issue which is much more
controversial. Private boaters
still rate the North Fork of the

Presents I

"lll-p‘:.i,

Whitewater Dancer [}

Thisvideohasit all! Underwates
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hot wave andhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Flstereo 55 Min

W

(““"1"39

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of specialinterestto clubs. Geg
involved. CLEAN UP ARIVER. HI-Fl stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and ar
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money ordet
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 2031693-8750




CDNSEH‘U’E

Payette as tops on our
agenda because the river is
such an outstanding
whitewater run and because it
is imminently threatened by
hydropower.

The bill to designate
the GUNNISON River in
Colorado as Federal wild and
scenic is still struggling
through Congress as is bill to
make Alabama's LITTLE
RIVER CANYON a National
Preserve and the bill to
designate 31.5 miles of
SESPE CREEK in Southern
California as a wild and
scenic.

HEARINGS ONRIVER
REGISTERY BILL

Since prehistoric
times (or so it seems)
American Whitewater has
been trying to develop a new
river protection strategy, a
strategy that would make it
easier to deal with threats to
rivers located on private

this problem. Finally, last fall,
Congressman Peter
Kostmayer (D-PA) and
Congressman George Miller
(D-CA) both gave AWA the
greenlight to developa
proposal. The river registry bill
was the result. It was intro-
duced by Congressman
Kostmayer — and suddenly,
now, like a changein the
weather, everyone seems to
be jumping on board.

Idaho seeks to restrict hydro power on the N Fork Payette

Oldarticle

[tripsup FERC

lands. AWA has argued that
most fo these rivers are not
qualified to be National Wild
and Scenic Rivers and that,
even if they are qualified,
political reality dictates that
they NEVER will be. For
example, there are NO
federal wild and scenicrivers
in New York or in Maine or in
North Carolina. Why not ?

“|” The program just does not
work wellin areas where a lot 7|~

of privte lands are involved.
Almost all wild and scenic
rivers are within National
Forests or within other
existing Federalland areas.
In years past,
despite eloquent pleas, AWA
has been unsuccessfulin

on Salmon

While the Town of
Orwell, New York, historian
had probably rarely encoun-

-{-tered paddlersin her ar-

chives, she politely welcomed
AWHA's researchers into her
backroom gracefully. In fact,
she seemed genuinely

convincing anyone to work on _|
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had spent a good deal of time g

looking for the items we had
asked for over the phone
some time earlier.

After the obligatory
pleasantries and barely
comprehensible explanations
of our mission, we asked if
she had found anything about
floating logs down New York's
Salmon River near Pulaski.
Barely able to mask her
excitement, she led us to the
inner sanctum where she
openedupashoeboxof
clippings and other papers.
Inside the box among other
materials, was a short three
column-inch piece which
caught our eyes.

Scanning the
yellowed newsprint, the words
literally jumped off the page.
Barely able to believe what
we saw, the squib stated that
around the turn of the century,
logs were cut in the upper
Salmon watershed, floated
down the river, over Salmon

Falls, down to Pulaski, and
then rafted on Lake Ontario to
Oswego where they were cut
into lumber by the Littlejohn
Company. Thanks to her
help, we at last had the proof
we had long been seeking -
the Salmon was used as a
highway of commerce - the
Holy Grail for legal navigabil-
ity.

The road to her
place had taken months, the
search for the proof of
commercial use of the river
becoming an obsession. We
weren't alone. Niagara
Mohawk, who had contended
logs were floated down only
segments of the Salmon,
were hot on our trail, in library
after historical society. They
were trying to assure them-
selves no surprises would
upset the decision FERC had
reached earlier that the
information which existed to
prove commercial use of the
river was not substantial

................................................................................................

| enough. Without that proof,

Federallaw would allow the
Company to operate as they
pleased in perpetuity; paddler
priorities would never receive
the balanced consideration
they deserve. Now, only the
federal courts stood in the
way for FERC and NIMO.
And, asit turned out, the slip
of paper in the shoebox.

After exhausting two
well prepared administrative
appeals before FERC, AWA
agonized about a court
appeal. Although our filings
were succinct and well
researched, the NYS DEC
appeals appeared uninspired.
Their supportin Court
seemed unlikely. We
reluctantly decidedto throwin
the towel - the costs of federal
court appeals would have
1 been just too great for AWA
to bear alone.

But, in a surprise
move, NYS DEC called upon
the NY Attorney General to

| file a judicial appeal. Thanks

to some fabulous writing and
research by AWA and John
Escheverria of American
Rivers, we were able to file an
amicus brief with our unique
view of the factsin addition to
the State briefs. It would pay
off in the decision.

Oral argument was
held in early October of 1991,
the newspaper article we had
found buried conspicuouslyin
a footnote in the State's brief -
logs were floated from
Redfield to Oswego, using the
Salmon in its entirety.

At the argument, the
three judges appeared alert
and well prepared. Thatis
when things got really
interesting. According to
witnesses, the judges listened
intently to the AG's attorney
and then waited for the FERC
attorney to rebut the State's
claims. After the FERC
attorney spoke for a while,
one judge interrupted and

Tha Greas
Chitdood Sdhegrdure Cervier
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askedif the FERC attorney
had read the footnoted
newspaper artide showing
that logs were floated down
the Salmon from Redfield,
over the falls, out to the
harbor and rafted to Oswego.
The FERC attorney appeared
surprised. The judge said

‘Let me read it to you." and he
proceededto read it all out
loud! The attorney appeared
dumbfounded and had no
explanation. After the judge _
read it to the NIMO lawyer,

the war appeared won.
Checkmate!

The deasion came
out January 13,1992 and
reflected the attitudes that the
judges showed at the
argument. They concluded
that "One would have to blink
reality to conclude that the
inhabitants of these sparsely
settled towns used the many
thousands of feet of lumber
that these mills produced
each year." to support their

| condusion that the river

served as a major route of
commerce. "We are at a loss
to understand how the
Commission could overlook
undisputed historical evidence
that commerce through the
harbor consisted primarily of

river by canoeists
‘demonstratjes] the stream's
availability for commercial
navigation."

The Court expanded
the concept of navigability by
defining it to include even our
canoes and kavaks used for

| == —— e —
vidence—
- of 'mere boating and rafting’, also demonstratos

|_forest and dairy products and Ny
fisheries." instead of logs they
further opined.

More important to
paddlers, perhaps, is that the
Court pointed out that
"Niagara Mohawk's third
ground, belittling evidence of
'mere boating and rafting’,
also demonstrates a misun-
derstanding of well-settled
law." Also, the court re-
minded FERC of its earlier
stand with which they agreed
"The Commission has
recognized that the use of a

I fun as proof of navigability. It
also recognized the adverse
impacts of NIMO’s hydro
projects on recreational uses
of the river - the reasons that
we are in the game in the first
place. As aresult, the Court
legitimized our sport and
rebuked FERC for buying
hook, line and sinker NIMO’s
flawed interpretation of law
and the facts. Better still,
lawyers and river advocates
have a very strong precedent
to cite in similar cases all

across America - in part

T TS

| because AWA stayedin the

game.

Finally, the Court
summed it all up by stating
“Uncontroverted evidence of
past and present usage of the
Salmon River for both boating
and logging was so substan-
tial that its rejection by the
Commissionwas arbitrary
and capricious and consti-
tuted a dear error of judge-
ment." Hooray for the
shoebox and our committed
searchers who never gave up!
Who says assiduous research
by volunteer paddlers can't
make a difference?

The fun has just
begun. AWA and all other
users will be required to get
together to convince FERC
and NIMO to adopt part of our
requests for water releases
etc. in a totally new FERC
proceeding. AWA and other
paddler groups will be well
represented.
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Bill Hoyt
paddleshis

final river

By PETER SKINNER

This March, paddlers lost a loyal |

friend of rivers - one of a handful of legisla-
tors onthis earth whoreally understoodthe
ways of whitewater - Bill Hoyt.

Bill was a big man, but never let
his size dominate others. While his office
wreaked of cigar smoke normally associ-
ated with unsympathetic power brokers,
Bill was always solicitous. He helped oth-
ers do their best, developing constituen-
cies, coalescing coalitionsandhelpingthem
reach the agreements which make law.

Rivers and children and history were his -

passions.

He alsoloved to paddle-northern
Canada in particular. Propelled out the
teaching into the New York Assembly in
1974, energy policy and women's and
children's issues became his hallmark for
nearlytwo decades. OnMarch25, Billdied
on the floor of the Legislature, a victim of a
heart attack. He was only 54.

Bill Hoyt loved rivers and

" whitewater - the buggisr, tha coldar, tha |

more remote and further North, the better.
He loved whitewater too, but gave it his
healthy respect. "My stomach always

heaves a bit as the canoe is drawn into the |

smoothtongue of the currentabove thefirst
drop." he once wrote in the AWA Journal.
He paddledover 2000 miles of Arcticrivers,
relishing the trackless open spaces and
physical discomforts and privation. Read
Bill's story of leftover lizard on the Horton
River in the Northwest Territories (AWA
Journal, M/A 1988). He stubbornlyrefused
to allow his heart condition to slow his
passionforexploration. In1983, he paddled
some 325 miles on the Bonnet Plume and
PeelRiversin northern Canadawhich was
featured on Ted Turner's WTBS.

In his wonderful AWA story about
the Horton, he sums up his view of pad-
dling:

"Canoeing, especially long-dis-
tance wilderness canoeing withits empha-
sis on 20-mile days, is not intellectually
taxing. Rhythmical, steady plodding, the
jobis togetfrompoint A topoint B without

Whitewaterlost a friend with the passing of NewYork Representative BillHoyt

majormishap. Cold weatherandrainstorms |

—are vexations, butnotunbearable ones...

Portaaes. ofanvlenath. haveno virtueand

shouldbe avoidedat amm cost. " (emphasis

is mine)

Bill loved epic stories and told
them around the campfire with gusto. He
was aman's man--agoodfellowwho loved
his cigars, red meat and scotch after din-
ner. Around Albany, everyone knew him
as he wentfromtable to tablein the restau-
rants, raucously celebrating life and other
people's good fortune.

His vision and chairmanship of
the Assembly Energy Committee helped
createlegislationwhich guaranteed6 cents
for every kilowatt that utilities bought out-
side theirgrid, aimedat stimulatingcheaper
competitorsto utilities and eventually mak-
ing New York an oasis for independent
power generators. Sadly, it also attracted
lots of hydro developers, lustingafter dams
on New York's scarce whitewater - and

14

that's where our story begins.

It was about 1985 when Bill Hoyt
and | became very close. It all startedin a
strange way. Freaked out by the small
hydro rush of the early 1980s, Ron Smith,
a principal in an Adirondackraft company,
and | desperately searched for ways to
stem the tide. Maybe, we wondered, we
could kill the 6 cent subsidy that Hoyt had
hopedwouldhelp NewYork, butnotruinits
rivers. Bearing our lists of some 500 hydro
applicationslike latter day Cyranos, we set
off to convince his aide that rivers were at
risk of ruination.

After30 minutesof spiritedmoan-
ing in front of her desk, we sat in stunned
silence as she told us coldly that our fears
of river destruction were unfounded and
that the Assembly planned to pass a bill
that very year to raise the 6 cent floor to

treatandregrouped. Someone said, "Hoyt's
a paddler - why don't you talk directly to
him?"



Two weeks later, we did sitdown
in his office, crowded with aides and four
paddlers. So excited we were to get a
chanceto talk to Bill, we talked non-stop for
an hour. When we paused, Bill turned his
attentionto our more quiet member, Betty
Quick (substantially his senior) of the Si-
erra Club; why she was there? Politely,
she said "Because | loverivers - rivers like
the Nahanni [a great wilderness river in
British Colombia] whichyou like too" point-
ing up tothe picturesof Canadianriver trips
which dominated Hoyt's walls.

'So, he queried with curiosity,
Whendidyourunit?"'Just lastyear"Betty
said modestly. Already more respectful,
Bill inquired where she put in. "Oh, the
plane couldn't land near the river, so we
had to carry our boats and gear over the
ridge to the headwaters." Bill, who had
never faced rigors on the Nahanni quite
thatchallenging,gracefullyacceptedaone-
up-paddlership defeatand said "How canl
help you folks?" In her own way, Betty
delivered the message Billneeded to hear
- rivers he and we loved needed his atten-
tion. Within couple of days that aide Ron
and I had spokento earlier had quit her job
with Bill's Committee to form ahydro power
lobbying group, clearing the way for work

with Hoyt on the New York Rivers Bill and
araft of other river initiatives. Billlost the
drive to push the 8 centbill and the demise
of the 6 cent billis likely to oceur this year.

Paddlers and Bill never parted
waysagain. Heintroducedbill after billwith
our needsinmind, pressedfor fundingand
better programs, and fought for access to
the Niagara River, the Letchworth Gorge
andallotherriversinthe State. Hecheered
us fromtheriverbankofthe mighty Niagara
inawe whenwe were gettingtrashedamong
the Himalaya waves. He even rode with
dignity on the Great Whale in our rubber
rafts he deemed "pusillanimous” (lacking
courage; cowardly,.. the dictionary says.)
Bill loved to use that word to excoriate
those who would shrink from the chal-
lenge, those, who with the prize in sight,
wouldsitdownto thinkitover. Billneverdid
that. "Bill Hoyt did not have to wait for
publicopinionpolls or lengthy environment
impact studies to figure out how he should
feel about what would be done [by the
James Bay projects].” said New York's
Environmental Planning Lobby.

Billloved history. He taught early
EuropeanHistory aroundBuffalo, New York
for years. | asked him at dinner just the
other day why he stoppedteaching history

BRIEFS

to become a legislator. 1 was driving to
school one day after a decade of teaching
and suddenlyrealizedthat for the firsttime
lwasn'texcitedaboutmy lecture. Acouple
of monthslater, I quit." Thatwasthewayhe
was - steadfastly committed to excellence.

History and Bill Hoyt collided just
beforehe died. Whilehe guidedlotsimpor-
tant bills through the legislature, 145in all,
his defense of Northern Quebec from the
ravages of mega hydro projects will cer-
tainly be his epitaph. While Bill had been
decryingthe JamesBay projectimpactsfor
years, winning the Environmental Plan-
ningLobby's1991"Green Courage” award
for his work, 1992, his last year, will mark
the nadir of his accomplishments.

It was the AWA/Earth River Ex-
peditionstrip to James Bay last summer to
see first hand what that mega project had
done and what it will do if expanded that
reallyfocused his attention. Billcame back
from the trip galvanized - and swinging
hard. Surrounded by TV cameras in
Montreal immediately after getting off the
plane, he declared total war on James Bay
ll. Because of hiscommitment, this project
soon rivetted the attention of Canada,
America and New York's Governor. The

ublic hearings that we had proposed to
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himand Senator Franz Leichteraroundthe
campfires on the Great Whale river be-
came his bully pulpit - an extraordinary
stageinNew York Cityfor the Cree Indians
to tell their story and for the energy plan-
ners to admit that more power from the
North was no longer cost effective or nec-
essary. Billrepeatedlytoreinto the repre-
sentative of the NYS Power Authority.
Fuming with righteousrage, he strode into
the Assembly soon afterward, billsin hand
to right this great wrong.

Firm in his conviction and sur-
roundedby supporters, he pushedthrough
his bill to require an environmental impact
investigation in New York into the impacts
that this state's proposed gigawatt hour
purchase contracts would have on the tun-
dra, its abundant wildlife, and native
peoples. Impressed, Governor Cuomo
moved quickly, first delaying signing the
proposed $16 billion, 21 year power import
contract, and then demanding a careful
study in New York State of its impacts.

But while talking energy policy
with his aides on the floor of the Assembly
afew days after his billpassed, Billpaddled
his last mile, just short of victory for the
northernlands he loved. Bill was gone for
good.

AWA was privileged to be with
himonhislastrivertrip. Althoughridingthe
raft was below his dignity, he served as the
trip's focal point. He saw that he had a
mission and realized that he bore the re-
sponsibility to achieve it. Three days after
he died, the Governor axed the proposed
contract entirely. Without that contract,
James Bay |l will probably never be built.

Bill, we hope you know that his-
tory willjudge youas the manwho didmore
than anyone to create the conditions which
will eventually kill the Great Whale project
andto stoptheheadlonghydrorushin New
York. You translated your love for rivers
into real action. You were truly unique and
irreplaceable - and will be greatly missed.

We hope that around the camp-
fire and on the riverside and even in the
restaurants and officesintown, you got the
message - that we all cherishedyour ethics
and visions, your smile and courtesy, your
love of the outdoors, your hearty laughand
solicitous nature, your delight in other's
accomplishments, evenour sillywhitewater
exploits you secretly wished you had a
chance to do too. Neither paddlers nor
history will ever forget you.

Paddlersresist Youghfees

By DEBORAHPATZ
Fresident, Keystone River Runners

Withapologiesto Shakespeare...
somethingis rottenin the state of Pennsyl-
wania; while paddlershave been dreaming
cf their next river trip, the bureaucrats of
Pennsylvania have been dreaming up a
way to make them pay for it.

Effective April, 1992, the Penn-
gylvania Department of Environmental
Resources initiatedanew whitewater boat-
ing fee on the Lower Youghiogheny River
at Ohiopyle State Park. This new fee is
directed exclusively at private boaters;
kayakers, canoeists and private rafters.

At first, the DER claimed that the
tharge was a'user fee", initiatedto make
sure that private boaters paid their fair
share for the use of park facilities like
bathhouses and parking lots. Now they
Have changed their terminology and they
dre callingita"reservationfee". Butthefee
will not be limited to those who call ahead
13 make reservations; those who just show
up to paddle the river will be charged the
fae as well.

Boaterswillbe askedto pay $4.00
per person; $1.50 will be utilizedto pay for
the shuttle bus ride out of Brunner's Run
{this has been effect for years), and $2.50
will be applied to the "reservation”. The
state anticipates an income of a quarter of
& million dollars a year from the fee. But
rlone of this money is slated specifically for
use at Ohiopyle,instead it willgointo afund
that supports all state parks.

Because the fee was quietly en-
acted last fall, many boaters are still un-
aware of its existence. Most will hear of it
for thefirsttirnewhentheyarrive atOhiopyle
9 make their firstrun of the season. Buta
coalition of groups and individuals has
launched an active campaignto getthe fee
repealed.

Opposition to the fee is being
spearheaded by three of western
Pennsylvania's paddling dubs with the
assistance of the American Whitewater
Affiliation. The local dubs fighting the fee
arethe KeystoneRiver Runners, the Three
Rivers Paddling Club and the Benscreek
Canoe Club.

Leaders of the protest movement
have raised the following concerns:

*Charging a fee to paddle a free
flowing river sets a dangerous precedent.
If Pennsylvania succeeds in charging to
paddle the Lower Yough, it seems likely
that other state and governmental agen-
cieswillinitiate similar "pay to play" policies
on rivers under their jurisdiction.

*The feerepresentsa dangerous
erosion of the very public resources that
state park systems are supposed to pro-
tect. Rivers are not the only resources
under threat. In addition to the whitewater
fee at Ohiopyle, the state of Pennsylvania
isnow charginga $1reservationfee to stay
in the shelters on the Laurel Highlands
Hiking Trail. Opponentsto the fee consider
this afundamentalissue, askingwhether it
is appropriate for state parks to be “pay if
you want to play" parks, reserved for the
use of only those citizens who can afford to
use them.

*The new fee is blatantly dis-
criminatorytowards private boaters. Inits
justification for the fee the DER claimed
that private boaters should be paying to
use park facilities such as restrooms, the
change house and parking lots. But no
similar fees are being levied on other park
users who use the same facilities. Asitis
the state already receives a percentage of
the shuttle fee that is charged private boat-
ers.

eThe fee comes on the heels of a
huge state tax increase in Pennsylvania.
Pennsylvaniaresidentsalready supportand
"pay for" their state parks with their tax
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dollars.

Those desiring more information
on this issue or interested in helping to
oppose the fee should contact Phil or
Debbie Patz at 412 459-8631,Tom lrwinat
412 537-63630r Ron Gardner at 412 676-

2267. Additional information regarding |
opposition to the fee is induded in the |

sidebar published with this artide.
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T-Canyon

Justsay no!

The state of Pennsylvaniaclaims
that any oppositionto the new whitewater
fee at Ohiopyle State Park will be short
lived. We're out to prove them wrong!
Here's what you can do to help...

*Mark your calendar for Satur-
day, May 23.Thatisthe date of thecoalition's
first “boatin”at Ohiopyle State Park. What's
a boat-in? An opportunity for paddlers to
show how strongly they oppose fees for
paddling a river. What do you do? Just
show up at Ohiopyle by 8 a.m. Then enjoy
all the park facilities that are still free of
charge. Remember--- this no longer in-
cludes the river. You can still hike, swim,
picnic or ride the bike trail. Whatever you
do, be peaceful and orderly. The boat in
willend at3p.m. Thenyoumightevenwant
to paddle theriver... for free! We're hoping
for a huge turn out and media coverage.
Other boat ins are being planned, but we
need lots of support to make them effec-
tive.

*Boycotithe Lower Youghduring
allfee collectionhours. Refusetoorganize
anyralfting/ hardboatingtrips on the Lower
Yough. Paddle the river only when the
ranger station is closed. If you have al-
ready obtainedpermits, don'tgetanymore. _

eTourismtranslatesinto big bucks
in the Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania.

We wantto hit them where it hurts... inthe"|-

wallet, Avoid camping at Ohiopyle State
Park. Don't spend money in the Ohiopyle/
Laurel Highlands area. Thisincludes gas,
food, rentals, equipment purchases, etc.
Let the shopkeepers know what you are
doing and why,

e\\e've got to make our voices
heard!

e/fyoulive outside Pennsylvania,
call 1-800-VISIT-PA. Let them know that |
you wont be visiting any state thatcharges |
you to boat a river. Call for the principle.

¢/f you live in Pennsylvania. call |
1-800-925-7669. Tell them how much you -
used to enjoy the Laurel Highlands and |
why you won't be there this summer. '

Predictable and responsive,

the T-Canyon offers optimum

safety and performance for everyone

from steep creek boaters to beginners.
— A joy to paddle on any adventure.

Invader
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decade is available in either light
or extreme confisurations. Unmatched
for surfing, yet very comfortable on the
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Tre worlds first whitewater K2
playboat. It surfs and rolls like a single.
Great for expert teams, Couples and guiding
novices. You can fall inlove with a Topo-Duo.
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For information on these hoats and the rest
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elf youlivein Pennsylvania, write
te or callyour state legislator. We need to
bury them with calls and mail. These are

| the people who can pressure the DER to

getthefeerescinded. Butwe havetomake
m lot of noise!

*Display a bumper sticker!
Eumper stickers with the message 'Just
Zay No to Yough User Fee" are available

(optional $1 donation). Alldonationswillbe
used to defray the costs of opposing the

R e
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vacation expenences B yoor hfe Color brochure
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fee.
o Tell yourfriendsandfamily about
this problem. Ultimately this will not just
effect boaters... but everyone who utilize
the state parks. If boaters can be made to
pay for paddling ariver, what can stop the
government from charging for hiking,
sightseeing, biking, etc? This is a funda-
mental issue with long reaching implica-
tions and we need to fight it now... or be
preparedto pay and pay and pay!

1992 NOWR rodeo circuit set

The National Organization of +tival), Cindy Scherrer (Bob's Hole Rodeo)

¥Jhitewater Rodeos (NOWR), anumbrella
group formed by AWA to ease the coordi-
mation and sponsorship process for

==whitewater rodeos nationwide, has final-

iz-edits sponsorshiprosterandiskicking off

|_its event schedule for 1992.

NOWR consists of events held
throughout the country which will be held
from Aprilthrough Septemberthisyear. All
afitsindividual whitewater freestyle events

_mre locally organized and are held to both

promote whitewater recreation and raise
aonsumer awareness of the need to pro-
et our whitewater resources. These ro-
deos feature freestyle "hot dog" competi-
tam and may include squirtboating, slalom
rdces, downriveror sprintracesand events
specifically for inflatables.

Several individual event organiz-
&rs -- Susan Debret (American River Fes-

1=

1992 NOWR RODEO CALENDAR
DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT
425 New River Kayak Rodeo McCoy, VA Bill Sgrinia
(703) 387-6172
a2-3 Bob's Hole Rodeo Estacada, OR Cindy Scherrer
(503) 868-312L
S2-3 Potomac Whitewater Festival Great Falls Cathy Weil
Nat'l Park (301) 2295637
SHB1T Bigfork Whitewater Festival ~ Bigfork, MT Gary Barker
(406) 258 3355
G031 Blackfoot Whitewater Wkend Missoula, MT Joel Meier
(406) 243 6459
a13-14 Animas River Days Durango,CO Nancy Wiley
(303) 259-3893
Brr-28 AWA Ocoee Rodeo Ducktown, TN Susan Gentry
(404) 654-2725
Tid-E Gallatin Whitewater Festival Bozeman, MT Guy Erb
(406) 587-7575
12 Payette Whitewater Roundup Banks, ID Bruce Bistline
(208) 3453654
a7 TulsaDust Bowl Rodeo Tulsa. OK Randy Jackson
(918) 834-8622
B18-20 American River Festival Coloma. CA Susan Debret
(916) 626-3435
0

and Cathy Weil (PotomacWhitewater Fes-
tival) -- are members of the NOWR orga-
nizingcommittee, along with Risa Shimoda
Callaway (AWA President) and Ellen
Babers DeCuir (Mistress of Events for the
Nantahala Outdoor Center). This group
has worked through the winter to secure
sponsorship and to reinforce the connec-
tion between the events.

NOWR has also developeda set
of judging guidelines which it plans to test
at several events during 1992. The guide-
lines are the product of extensive collabo-
ration between several rodeo organizers,
squirt boat expert Jim Snyder and Jennifer
Wiger, judging chairperson for the AWA
Ocoee Rodeo. Onceestablished, the guide-
lines will provide continuity and a point of
reference for both the competitors and
spectators at these events.
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Many  manufacturers  of
whitewater and outdoor gear have made a
commitment to the NOWR this year at
differinglevels. Perception, Inc. and Pad-
dler Magazine are the Premier National
Sponsors for NOWR events. Patagonia
and Croakies will be National Major Spon-
sors. National Contributing Sponsors in-
dude Adventure Medical Kits, the Ameri-
can Whitewater Affiliation, Aquaholic, Bob
Foote Products, Canoe Magazine,Chums,
Colorado Kayak Supply, Four Corners
Riversports, Gentry Video, HiTrax San-
dals, ICS books, Jack's Plastic Welding,
JAG Manufacturing, Kokatat, Menasha
RidgePress, PD Designs, RiversandMoun-
tains, Teva, Werner Paddles, Wildwater
Designs and Yakima.

In addition, nearly twenty other
manufacturers have agreed to support
NOWR events through regional sponsor-
ship of selectedevents. NOWR extendsits
appreciation to sponsors at all levels for
their support and encouragement of these
important whitewater events.

Tratsof a
successful
whitewater
or ganization

By RIC ALESCH

Idon't claimtobethe expertonwhatmakes
an organization great, but recent requests
for guidance from persons starting new
dubs ortryingtoshoreup old onesprompted
me to put some thoughts on paper. Maybe
this will stimulate othersto offer theirideas.
While my frame of reference is somewhat
limited, 1 have been involved with a fairly
successfuldub, the Colorado White Water
Assaociation, for about 10 years. Not that
CWWA is the ultimate in whitewater, but it
has been around for about 35 years and
current membership is a healthy 450 per-
sons. Following are 7 traits that | think
contributeto a successfuldub.

1. AFewDedicated People. The
need for dedicated folks may seem obvi-
ous but it cannot be overstated. The suc-
cess of the organizationwill probably rise
and fall with the efforts of a relatively few
individuals. As a general rule of thumb,
about 5-10 percent of the members willbe
active participants. Therestwillbe passive
members that send in their dues, read the
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dub newsletter, and occasionally attenda |

dub function. The most active people will
form the basis for the board of directors,
whichis recommendedto run the affairs of
the dub for all but the very smallest, infor-
malgroups. About sevenyearsago CWWA
instituted an approach where every board
member has a specific responsibility, such
as conservation, newsletter editor, mem-
bership director, etc. This is highly recom-
mended because it darifies each person's
role, avoids duplication of effort, and as-
sures that certain things get done. It prob-
ably goes without saying but it is critical to
have a highly dedicated leader serving as
the president. However, if the responsibili-
ties are dearly spelled out for other board
members, it does not have to be as time
consuming as it might seem. Recruitment
of dedicated individualsis a constant task
for theboard. Itis notunusualto lose 25-50
percentof theboardmembersat the end of
each year. At CWWA it has traditionally
been the president'sresponsibilityto seek
names and beat the bushes for new board
members.

2 Club-Sponsored Trips. Pos-
sibly the most importantand common ac-
tivity for most whitewater dubs is to orga-

dub promotional brochure containing a
membership application. Unless you have
somemysticalholdonyour members, there
will be many dropouts each year. A bro-
chureis highly desirable for recruiting new
membersand even coaxing afew old ones
back. In the early 1980s CWWA added
another publication, which carries the
uninspiredbut descriptivetitle, the “Sched-
ule-Roster." As the name implies, it is a
reference tool produced annually to pro-
vide a schedule for all dub trips and activi-
ties and a list of members' names, ad-
dresses, and phone numbers. This is an
expensiveandtime-consumingproject(one
board positionis totally dedicated to it), but
it offersa premium servicethatmany dubs
do not.

5 PurposefulGeneralMeetings
and Social Events. Meetingsare agiven
in almost every dub, at least for most
locally-based whitewater organizations.
However, if meetings are held time after
time with no specific purpose, members
will eventually tire of rehashing the same
old issues and probably start complaining
about a lack of focus. A combination of
general meetings and social eventsis de-

tion well worth the time and expenseis a |
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sirable. Each generalmeeting shouldhave
an identified purpose, such as a special
presentation on a current issue, a safety
dinic, a conservation talk, etc. CWWA has
two regularly scheduled social events, a
spring dinner held before and a fall dinner
heldafter the seasonatareasonablypriced
spaghettihouse in Denver. Oddly enough,
the fall dinner is often more heavily at-
tended (you'd think people would be sick of
each other by then). In general, I thinkit is
besttokeepdub businesstoaminimumat
the social events, and it is always best to
include a visual program (slide show or
video) to top the evening. CWWA has also
tried other dub social events such as sum-
mer picnicsand winter skitrips, whichhave
met with only limited success.

6. Fiscal Responsibility. | be-
lieve a successful whitewater dub should
responsibly spend the funds gathered
throughdues or other sources. It is a good
ideafor all butthe smallestdubsto prepare
an annual budget broken down into the
primary categories of activity, ideally coin-
cidingwiththe assignedboard positions so
each person has hisfher own budget to
work with. This does not mean that
unforseen financial needs should not be
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addressed and savings not encouraged.
While I do not recommend that you hoard
money, it is a good idea to build up a
modestcashreserveto deal with periodsof
cash-flowdifficulties oremergencies. It was
not that long ago when individuals on the
CWWA board would have to use their own
moneyto pay the cost of poolrentalprior to
income beingreceivedfor thepooldasses.
A small bank account will carry a dub
through suchtimes. Also seekoutside fund-
ing sources. REI offers a seed grant pro-
gram through American Rivers, AWA re-
centlyprovidedgrantsfor conservationand
river access projects, and local corpora-
tions may be willing to donate funds or
equipment to your group.

7. ACommitment to Have Fun.
Whatever you do don't take yourself too
seriously. Whitewater dubs are volunteer
activities generally organized for recre-
ational purposes. If you get too business-
like and fight over details, folks will tire of
the effort and involvement will probably
dwindle. Even thoughmany of the CWWA
boardmeetings are heldonthe 15thfloor of
a downtown bank building, we frequently

There may be several other in-
gredients to a successful whitewater dub,
such as an active conservation, river ac-

.............................. e

cess, racing, or safety program, but that
would be more than 7 items and V'lf let
someone else write about them.

Gauley Fest movesto bigger site

The 1992 version of the AWA
Gauley River Festival, the largest non-
racing whitewater gatheringin the country, |
willbe stagedon Saturday, September 26.

This year's festival will feature a
new venue as the eventmoves fromits site
near the New River Bridge to the Nicholas
County Veterans Memorial Park in
Summersville.

The Memorial Park site is closer
to the river and will also provide more
space for the continued growth of the Fes-
tival. The Park will also provide additional
parking--endinga problem experiencedin
past Festivals.

Camping facilities and an indoor
bunkhouse will be available at the Festival
site for Friday and Saturday nights.

Asheville plans slalom course

The state of North Carolina
awardeda $30,000 grant towards the con-
struction of a 800-foot whitewater slalom
course onthe FrenchBroad Riverthatruns
throughthe city.

The remainder of the $110,000
needed to complete the course will come

down a couple beers during the meetings
or simply move it over to a local pub.

| vices.

We know whitewater. And we know whitewater

gear. Cal usand youll talk to an
expert whoiscommitted to helping
you get theright gear, hasde-free.

If it hasto do with whitewater, we
probably haveit...

Call or writefor our free catalog
and quarterly NEWSletter.

P, 0. Box 149
Bedford, MA 01730
617-2756551

through donations and pledges of free ser-
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BIGFOOT MONSTER INVADES
GAULEY FEST-NO ONE NOTICES

"1 thought it was a raft guide!" says canoeist.

Constructionof the course willbe
simple: a slanting stone barrier built two-
thirds of the way across the river will force
most of the river througha narrow gate into
an 800-foot chute running along the west
side of the river, speeding up the water
considerably. Then 10 to 20-ton concrete
obstadeswillbe putinto the waterto create
eddies and turbulence.
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Tohelp or not to help...that'sthequestion

Offering help during a
river emergency mght
seem like the
responsibility of evey
paddler...out your
assistance should be
subordinated to the
person directing
the rescue

By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE
AWA Safety Chairman

Early in Januaryadisturbingac-
cidentreportfromTexascrossed my desk.
Winter rainshad brought the San Marcos
River to near-flood levels. Thevictim, an
experienced kayaker and volunteer
firefighter, waspaddlingal oned aFriday
afternoonwhen he arrived at Martindale
Dam, a12' high, 60 degree doping drop
into a sizeable hole. After scouting, he
attemptedtherun. Althoughtheriver was
not so difficult that asingle experienced
kayaker couldn't paddleit done, thedeci-
sion to run thedam without any backup
wasagravemigake. Althoughthevictim
lost hispaddl einthedrop and wascaught
in thereversal, he was apparently ableto
hand-surf for over two hours! Duringthis
timefirefighterswere called and arescue
attempt began.

The firefighters were worried
about the” drowning machine”*, thedeadly
hydraulicwhichformsat thebased many
dams. Luriddescriptionsd hydraulicsare
apartd mostriver rescuetrainingcourses,

| and many lives have been saved because

d this knowledge. Paddlers, however,
know that the situation is not so smple.
Thenatured thereversal variesfromone
damtoanother and changeswithdifferent
water levels. Far from being uniformly
dangerous, somedamsarequiterunnable
at theright water levels. A hydraulic has
anextremely steepentry, andisextremely
difficult to surf even by expert boaters
who hold on to their paddle. Thefact that
thevictimwasableto hand-surf for hours
suggest that he was caught in a large,
gticky play hole. Had he known thisand
bailedout, healmostcertainly would have
been flushed through and been able to
swimtoshore. Itisthoughtthatthevictim,
a volunteer firefighter, may not have
thought hi ssituationmoredangerousthan
it was, leavinghimto hangonrather than
flip and take hischanceswith theriver.
TomGoynes,al ocal outfitterand
volunteer firefighter, arrived at hishome
some time later. Entering the house he
heard radio communi cationswhich con-
vinced himthat aswiftwater rescuewasin
progress. As heloaded araft and severd
hundred feet o réscue lineinto histruck,
he heard himsdf being paged over the
radio. Hewas ableto pick up two expert
local kayakerswhowerereturningfroma
day's boating on hisway to the accident
dte. As the department's "river rescue
expert”, Goynes expected to be able to
conduct therescuehimsdlf. At thesitehe

9

found several firefightersto serve as a
bank crew, and quickly set up atethered
raft rescuewith himsdf and thekayakers
intheboat. But asheentered the water and
approached the dam, his bank crew was
ordered by thefirechief to pull him back
in! Apparently thechief was not familiar
withswiftwater rescueand didn't want to
risk araftload d men to a“killer hydrau-
lic". Hehad already calledfor ahelicopter.
Goynesreturned to shorefor a talk with
his chief, and got permission to attempt
the rescue. He went back to hisraft and
approached again, only to be pulled back
again by hisshore crew. Thistime they
werefollowingtheordersd an assistant
chief stationed onthefar sided theriver,
who as the Incident Commander wasin
charged the operation.

A military helicopter finaly ar-
rived. Hoveringabovethedam, they low-
eredal9year old soldieronhisfirstrescue
mission down on a jungleseat. The plan
wasto run astrap around thevictim and
secure him to the rescue line, but things
started going wrong when thewould-be
rescuer wasaccidentally lowered into the
water! Thechopper lifted him up to com-
pensate for the current, damming him
into the dam. At some point the victim,
who at 250 pounds outweighed his res-
cuer by seventy-fivepounds, gothimina
bear hug. With theweight d thevictim,
rescuer, and kayak pulling downward,
thepilot had to pull up. Asthehelicopter
rose high enough to dear the trees, its
winch started pulling the two men up to
safety. Althoughthevictimwaswarnedto
hang on tight and not to grab for the
arcraft, when ahelicopter skid cameinto
reachthevictimlungedforitandfeltothe
ground. Hedid not survivethefall.

TomGoynes, in hiswell-written
report d theaccident, pointsout that the
extended drought d the preceding five
years had made everyone's river rescue
skills abit rusty. Although past chiefshad
been awared hiswhitewater ability and
given him afree hand, the present chief
apparently did not. In retrospect, Goynes
feesthat he should have reported to the
incident commander prior to making his
attempt. But givenwhat followed, I'm not
surethat thi swoul d havedonemuchgood.
Theswiftwater rescuetrai ningcommonly
given to firefighters cannot make them
expert paddlers, therearedangerousgaps
in their knowledgewhichwill sometimes
get them into trouble. A firefighter who
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trainsregularly in river rescue has much
lessrivertime, and considerablylesswater
reading and boat-handling skills than a
typicd intermediate kayaker. Although
river rescuetrai ningwarnsabout thedan-
ger o low-head dams, nowhere are
firefighters taught the subtle differences
between a runnable and playable'hole'
and a life-threatening " hydraulic™. Fur-
thermore, fire rescue is extremely gear-
intensive, making them overly reliant on
equipment rather than the dynamicskills
needed to function in swift water. The
resultisan approachwhichis often clumsy,
and frequently morerescuethan thelow-
tech, skill intensiveskillsthat river-savvy
paddlerswould employ.

It's easy enough for paddlersto
find faultwithrescuesquads, butitshould

be rememberedthat many o thesegroups—+
| their own teamsat considerable expense.

are all volunteerswith limited funds for

resourcestospend hoursworkingtheriver,
| earningthenuancesof boat handlingand
water reading. Even in a river-oriented
unit wherewater rescueisamgor focus,
few men have developed more than a
second-year boater's knowledge o the
river. These limitations are unlikely to
changesoon,and acanoe or kayak paddler
introublewill findhel pcoming from some-
onewhois, in essence, anovice boater.
This is not an unprecedented
problem. Refineriesand other largei ndus-
trial plants don't rely on locd fire and
rescueservices. Like kayakers they've seen
local publicsaf ety unitsrendered ineffec-
tive by the specia problems (enclosed
spaces, toxic chemicals and gasses, €tc)
encountered at their facilities. Unwilling
to placethelivesd their workersin the
handsd outsiders, they equip and train

training and equipment. Full-time" pro- | Whenwego runningrivers, our situation
fessiond" unitshavemoregear andtrain-"|_issimilar. We paddlersmust likewise be
ing, but theneedfor swiftwaterrescueisat - prepared to deal with our own problems.
best anintermittentone. Many timessev- | It would ssem logicd, then, for
eral yearsel apsesbetweenincidents, plat- | rescue squadsto seek help from experi-
ing need for gear and trainingfar downa | enced kayakers. The bureaucratic mud-
ligd prioritieswhichincludehousefires, | dlingwhich denied Tom Goynesthe op-
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obscures the real problemswhich public
agenciesface. Rescuesquadsoperateon a
military model. Teamwork isessential to
their operations, and the Incident Com-
mander or Chief cals the shots. He is
responsiblefor what happensto hissupe-
riors, thecourts, and elected officiads. Any
action he takeswill haveto beexplained
later. This makes them wary d takinghelp
from "'good samaritans who may mean
well, but who oftendo nothingbut cause
trouble.

I had my own experiencein the
problemsyou canencounterwhenaccept-
ing outside help last weekend during a
run down avery low MiddleFork d the
Tygart. An open boater | was travelling
withtried totakeal5' openboat sideways
through a4 wided ot and pinned solidly.
As we pondered the situation, a lone
kayaker paddled upand asked if weneeded
help. | initially said no, but then thought
that it would be good to have an extra
hand on thefar sided the chute. As he
movedintoposition, severald ussst upa
Zdrag on the near shore. After the usual
fumbling,wegotittowork. Ilookedupto
see OuUr 'good samaritan™ jumpingupand

car accidents. heart attacks. and thelike, ™| ﬁortunig to make a save seems dmﬁdown onthehull d thecanoeat thecenter
msREsCUEprofessionalslack thetimeandth I Ts hilepullingup and back onthetopmost

* SEDA]

1969 - 1989
20Y earsof_Canoeing
&

K ayaking Excitement

CANOES
WHITEWATER KAYAKS
OCEAN KEAYAKS
Plus a complete accessory line

i SEDA is the one with experience!
Writea call for free catalog
SEDA PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 997
Chula Vista, CA, 92012
* Tel: 619/425-3223 *;k'
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AnIncredibleRiver.. . The Narrows of the Green
300 cfs of water pumping through a tight, undercut,
tree-filled gorge with agradient that exceeds 500
feet per mile in sections.

An IncredibleSummer.. .Summer of 1991
ForrestCallaway, Bo Eakens, Doug Wellman, and
other expert kayakers tackling the Dirty Dozen
rapids. David Simpsen providing an awesome dis-
play of open boat steep creekin’. And Corran Ad-
dison running the Narrows without a paddle!

An Incredible Video. ..Green Summer

20 minutesof extremecreekboating action on the
Narrows of the Green. All action, no talk.. .with
great music to add to the excitementl

For a VHS copy; send $21.95 plus $3.00 shipping
and handling to:

WayneGentry

Rt. 2,252 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548
(S A5-TT Y
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gunwale. A few momentslater the gun-
walebroke, the boat folded, the Royalex
ripped, and the canoe was totally de-
stroyed. Our new friend paddled off aswe
recovered theremains. Theboat's owner
reportedthat shehad askedhimtostop; he
inturn berated her for being" unsafe' (an
i nterestingobservationfor asol okayaker),
and further observed that the river was
too tough for open boats and that she,
therefore, did not belong on the river. |
suspect that givenachancetheother open
boater in our party might have disputed
this. If our hot-shot friend stayed away,
there's a good chance we might have re-
covered thecanoeintact.

Another incidentcomesto mind.
WhilerunningtheLower Gauleylast Fdl,
| cameuponacommercial raft stuckinthe
boulder gardenaboveGateway toHeaven.
Being a "good samaritan”, | eddied out
behind the rock and confirmed that the
raft was indeed swamped and securely
pinned. | talked with the raftersfor a bit;
therewereno guidesanywhereto beseen.
Clearlytheguestsneeded to be evacuated,
but how?A good boatercould jumpinthe
river and swim to safety, but it could be
unpleasant. Fortunately a guide eventu-
al ed; we helped secure a rope
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from the shoreto theraft, then gratefully
|eft the mess totheoutfitter.Butwhat if I'd
toldeveryonetoswimfor shore,and some-
onegot hurt?Whatif I'd deflatedatubeto
"help unpin” the raft and it cut loose,
sdamming the group into a worse situa-
tion? No matter what | did, the outfitter
would beheld responsiblelater. It's good
to offer help, but it's aso important to
know when to back off.

Paddlers are notorioudly inde-
pendent, and tend to act individually in
rescues. It's very hard to get them towork
together, something which therigid struc-
ture which firefightersoperateunder al-
lows them to do routinely. For me, the
consequencesd accepting help from an
unknown' good samaritan™ wasabusted
boat; for thefirechief, it might be thedeath
d avolunteer or victim followed by in-
quiries, hearings, and lawsuits. A bad call
could cost him his job, and it's under-
standable that he would be reluctant to
take therisk d accepting help from un-
knowns. In many areaslocal outfittersor
canoecl ubshavedeve oped working rela-
tionships with fireand rescueservices. An
protocol, or understanding.can be devel -
oped which allows water rescues to be
hdl ldled by river
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le, whiletheshore backu
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backup and evacuationistakencared by
local authorities. Other paddling groups
haveoffered river rescuetrainingtoloca
groups. Either project is worthwhile for
thosewholivingnear ariver which sees a
lotd recreational use. If you comeacross
a rescue which endangersthe life d the
victim or his rescuers, you can try to rea-
sonwith the Incident Commander.But for
the reasons already discussed, you may
not have much luck.

Theused the helicopterin this
instancei sextremel ydi sturbing,sincethere
have been a number d incidentsaround
rivers where these machines have done
moreharmthan good. Heli copterrescues,
can belifesavers, but they oftenvery risky.
Typicaly the pilot and its crew have no
specia swiftwatert rai ni ng, areunfamiliar
with the area, and cannot communicate
with the ground crew. Crashes and
dropped victimsare not uncommon. At
best achopper takeshoursto arrive, dur-
ing which time the cold water and fast
current teakesitstoll. I'd much rather see
improved ground-based training than
blind relianceon airborne help. Callinga
chopper should not mean that ongoing
attempt should stop; only that thereisa
if all esefails. When helicopters

Not because you want to be different...

Becauseyou wantto be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters.
catalog featuring all five Dagger models.

Canoe Com
PO Box 1500, Harriman TN 37748
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areto be used in swiftwater rescue, their
crewsspecific trainingfirst. It's amiracle
that this"rescue' didn't endinacrash! As
it was, had they pulled thevictimfree o
thehydraulicand depositedhimimmedi-
ately downstreamfor pickup, heprobably
would havelived.

Thebottom lineisthat it paysto
get river rescue training. The American
Canoe Association has been working to
developared hands-on, in-the-water res-
cueprogramfor paddlers; our scheduleis
listed below. We are not the only outfit
doing this, organizationslike RescueIIl,
OhioDNR, andindividual clubsand out-
fitters offer similar programs. Thirnk o
takingacourseinyour ares, if notfromthe
ACA, thenfrom someother organization
which knows what paddlers need. That
way if somethinghappens, you'll beable
todo morethan side-surf and wait for the

choBﬁ.
Safety report printed

One common remark coming
from paddlerswho havedealt effectively
with potentially seriousproblemson the
river is that they remembered reading

about a similar problem elsewhere and
knew what to do. The third and latest
collection o accident and near-miss re-
ports, The1989-1991 River Safety Report,
will bepublished by theSafety Committee
d the American Canoe Association this
May. 1ts105 pagescontain dozensd acci-
dent and near missrevorts. eachonewith
a lesson to teach the active whitewater
paddler. Modeled after the American Al-
pineClubs" Accidentsin North American
M ountai neering,thismaterialmakesgrim
reading. But theunpleasantnessisworthit
if the material helps you avoid similar
situationsyourseif.

Individual copies are priced at
$6.00each + $2.00shi ppingand handling.
Bedk issuesareavailable; TheRiver Safety
Reports for 1986-1988 and 1983-1985 are
available for $ 350 each when ordered
withthel atestedition(all threefor $12.00).
Wholesale prices are available for clubs,
outfitters, and other organizationsrequir-
ing ten or more copies. Sell them at a
reduced rate, or useit as afundraiser.

Pleasesend ordersto:

CharliewWalbridge

230 Penllyn Pike

Penllyn, PA. 19422

SAFETY
Equipment
and attitude
survey reveals
tendencies

By LEE BELKNAP

As promised in the last issue,
here are some o the findings from the
AWA Safety Equipment survey. Asyou
know, theequi pment survey isthesecond
d 2 AWA surveysand waspresented asa
2 page questionnairein the centerfold of
the March/April "91 issue d American
Whitewater. Whilestatisticsaren't as in-
terestingas thestoriesthey represent, per-
hapsyoul find somed thisinformation
useful. Informationfrom the Close Calls
surveywill beused heretoadd meaningto
thisinformation.

CONDUCTING THESURVM

Analysisd theSafety Equipment
Survey was conducted usi ngtwodifferent

-—
A New Generation of Whitewater Playboats!
MOHAWK XL SERIES

I;]'/Ide padding, I&sg\éil%rg MO—IAV\KaWhtGNeter
ayboatsare vay gable dry. Our Payboatsare

to paddle and a% o acoeler\gé'l'rye roud hl@esvmmees/
Hed into flared Sides, foward and &ft, reault in a canoethat
turnsan adime, isstablesurfingand essy to rdl. The

XL12
XL12

AL13

XL13

A shorter playboat - redly quick turns... stable... dry
funin lowv weter rapids... usein Gredell, IIt, and IV
Whitewaer.

Our mogt popular playboat...the moreyau paddle
it the better yau Iikgi?{. paddersthru Z)S%Jpands

XL14  XL15

MOHAK fan!é“gi XL Playboatsistheright choicefar a

veean expat to chdllenge GradeV Whiteweter,a a
noviceleaming to pngddeGrmlell Whitewater! A& invite your

compaison with

DuredeRoyalex hulls, Flagtic decks, PvC gunndswith
duminum raeinforcament, Aluminum thwarts Al available —
beautiful wood inlaid decks, whiteash

al wood tim indudi
gunwdes with drain dots.

~ Mohawk Canoes

ay other auch canoe Paddea MOHAWK XL,
lodk it over, then meke your purchasedecision.If yau can't try
an XL, tdk to someonewhp ovmnsone a has pedded it.

XL14

XL15

Length
12'3" 32"
133"
14'3"
15'4" 35

ae ing whitewater thru GredeV ... . redl
stabplf?lvrgy,\ﬂydry...ees)/mmrg Y

A short combination tandem and solo playbost...
funin rgpids,and essy to padde betwean rapids...
mare room.... Whitewater thru GradeV.

Thetandam playboat... Whitewaer thru Grede V. .
Stable dry, and maneuverable... A whiteweater
tripping canoe... good volume...

Beam Depth Beam4"WL Weight

15" 29 54#
15" 29%" So#

$675
$675
$700
$725

322"
32%"

15%2" 30 60#
15%" 32 654#
'Add freight to price/subject to change

= 963 N. Hwy. 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750,14071834-3233

XLTZ, XL13, XL15 als0 available 2. Westem Canoeing
Box 115. Abbetsford, B.C., Canada Y2S 4N8
Phone (604) 853-9320

Price’
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“approaches. Thefirst approach (Phaml)m
wasastandardtabul ationd theresponses | !
whilethesecond (PhaseII} wasan attempt |
to prioritizeequipmentin order d impor- | N UMBER OF BOATS OWNED
tanceasindicated by thewrittenresponses | -
to the CloseCalls Survey.. | g8 B H

Prioritizingequipment(forphase | | = : =

IT) involvedreviewingeachwrittenClose | g 20 f.,'&”'ﬁ, EfGEZNgCANOE
Cdll response (where written accounts+ | # . B [
wereavailable)andestimatingwhatequi p | = 1%
mentor techniqueswerehelpful (orwould | | & B ER HC-1ORC-2
have been helpful if available) in each | | & 10 HEn i g =4
instance. Tominimize theinconsistencies - | © * RAET
and hiass d this reviewer, four d us- : s b i R FLIZYAR
independently reviewed each case, and | ey
theresultsfrom all four wereusedtorate | | === o0 \2 14 1 3lsl e 2 4
theimportanced eachitem. : 2 4 3 MORE 2 4 MORE ™2 4="%{ 3 MORE

A TSURVI FESULTS | s

. The!'’AWA Safety Attitudesan The typical boater owns more than one boat, and many cases, more than one type of boat.

Eauipment™. survey wasi ncluded in the
centerfoldd theMarch- Aprilissued the | -Owns more than one boat; 50%reported aclosecall at some

sAmerican Whitewater magazine with an™| -Considersher/himself aclass4 to 5 pad | pointintheir paddlinglife,whileonly 42%
estimated readership at thetimed 2700.”1" dler; | d their "close Cdls' were actualy re-
211 readers responded. The average re-~ | -Went to an averageof 9 pool sessionslast L ported to the CloseCdlssurvey.
spondent: | yesr; There were a large number o

_ o _ |"-Has been an AWA member for S5years; | paddlerswhopaddledmorethanonetype
-Paddled 65 (yes, sixty five) timesin the T -Favorspaddlingfor achievement (60%), | o craft. Chart1showshow many boaters
previousyesr; |~ over scenery (37%), adrenaline (35%), i

“WasByearsold; d friends (32%), 2 shows reported paddling skills br_okqn.
. O ARG A yrears; o by skl level and boat type (in-per-

| PADDLE THE . mvemseomT
CUTTING EDGE! | - nﬂ*-i@ e e |

Pe, S (814)395-5744
One of the top whitewater schools in the

- country Riversport offers a safe yet
-_ il challenging experience for first-time beginners.
o

as well as experts. |
Friendly instructors, small classes, excellent

EN'EMA equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp

The world's only roto-molded squirt boat, the ENIGMA lcombjne tohprovide thEllrerfSectdsettlng for
has amazing structural strength with leg room to boot! eaming w |tew:_iter skills. Students arg
Squirts, screw ups, blasting, mystery moves, wave carefully placed in small classes according to |

surfin ou name it. the Enioma will do it! skill level, paddling interest and age. We
9.y z 9 - = = guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about our |

special clinics and group rates.

Conquest

EXTREMELY RESPONSIVEL Lots of rocker *
@l sleek lines make the CONQUEST the

hottest new play boat around! Its immense

hgldny revolutionary bolt-on bow cap

I-system and 2000 kg test wire grab loops

vouch [8E strength and safetyl T one on g BURBLE is the ORIGINAL spud boat. Its supertough,
and you'll be hooked1

L
QOALTTYT WHITE WATER PRODUCTS :ii

linear plastic construction combined with 2000 kg test wrEbiewy fa g
wire grab loops and bow cap system make this boatthe Aluminum rowing frames, camp

logical choice as the first one over the dropl kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

i Brought to you by: (503) 773-5582

w L'EAU VIVE (That's LO-VEEV) 1385 Justice Road
P.O. BOX 65, Twin Lakes, CO 81251 Central Point, OR 97502

o — Tel/Fax: (719) 486-1295 Call or Write for our

Sole US. distributor of Euro-Kayaks, Kober and Moll Paddles

Free River Equipment Catalog
Dealer inquiries welcome *
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centage).
BOATING TIME
Another way tolook at thepopu-
larity of eachtyped boat wasby addingall
d thedaysreportedlyspentinone. Chart
3 shows these percentages alongside the
percentaged closecdls (aspublishedin

the March-April issue of American

Whitewater.

As can be seen from chart 3
kayakers had a dightly higher incident
ratethan their river time would suggest.
However, canoeist's, both open and
decked, had dightlyfewer, and squirt boat-
erswerein themiddle.

Could this be as my canoeing
buddies have always suggested -that the
extra paddle blade redlly doesget in the
way? | don't think so. David'swork with
theCloseCallssurvey dug up thefollow-
inginfo:

RIVER DIFFICULTY,
PADDLER KILL

Mog open canoe incidents oc-
curredinclassIII water whilemost Kayak
incidentsoccurredinclasslV. This ssems
tocorrelatewiththeskill level sreportedin
chart 2 Chart 4 showsthe percentaged
incidentsat eachdifficultylevel alongside

theinfofromchart 2 (recalculatedsothat_L

REPORTED SKILL LEVELS

BY BOAT TYPE

30! B _
] . KAYA}
= f:i_ a OPEN CANOE
] G
-
ol
i
!'f- C=10RC=2 __ RAFT
i3 i HH HE < b BH: | AWimd
. 5 FLINY AR

Typical skill levels reported were quite high.

each boat typeadds up to100%).

(Please notethat these numbers
don't reflect actual time spent paddling
riversd each difficultyleve.)

PINS

B percent o kayaking incidents
and 41percent d open canoeingincidents
involved some form d pinning or boat
entrapment (seechart 5).

O these entrapments, a much

larger portiond them occurredin classIl
and III water.
INEXPERIENCE

A third o theincidentsinvolv-
ingcanoeslistedinexperienceasacontrib-
uting factor.

What thisdataseemstosuggest
isthat for some reason, open boaterspin
morefrequently (so muchfor my friends

| boast) and less experienced paddlers get

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

MVE

K

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717-944-6320

Dealer Inquirles Invited

Lehigh River [
[0 Perception/

[] Located dlrectlv across from the private boater take—out on the
Pennsxﬂvama snewest Patagonia dealer

ad River Canoe/Wave Sport/C.K.S./
= Stohlquist/Extrasport/Body Glove/Teva/Sidewinder/Silver
Creek/The North Face/Cannondals/

BLUE MOUNTAIN

Mew Balanca/Rossignol

B
Gﬂ\.ac'n k}‘fﬁ
v

SPORTS & WEAR

34 SUSQUEHANNA ST. * JIM THORPE, PA 18229

717/325-4421 |

WHITEWATER

EQUIPMENT CATALOG

@9’

YOUR BEST SELECTION!

Order our 68-page Catalog and choose from a
wide selection of top-quality whitewater gear
Including self-bailing rafts by Maravia, Riken,
Sotar and Avon, catarafls by AIRE, self-bailing
inflatable kayaks by Riken and AIRE,
whitewater kayaks and accessories by
Perception, paddles by Carlisle, Sawyer and
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SAFETY

into more trouble despite easier rapids.
Perhaps open boaters are getting into Smi-
lar trouble as often as Kayakers, but are
just steepingout o theboat and avoiding
it. Asakayaker thissmellslikechesting,
but who can blame them.

Thentherearethesquirt boaters.
They justdon't seemtobe asdesthdefying
asthey've been cracked up tobe Isthis
due to under-reporting? A tendency to
keep the unruly boats on familiar rivers
and play spots? Fear d scratching the
artwork? Or ahigher skill levelsamong
theoperators?Thesurvey doesn't ssemto
answer thesequestions, so you'll haveto
draw your own conclusions.

EQUIPMENT CARRIED

Oned themain purposesd the
Equipment surveywastodeterminewhat
equipment is most commonly carried on
the river these days. Chart 6 shows a
condensed version of thoseresults. Be-
caused the possible answerson thesur-
vey form, datawascondensed asfollows.
Always = 100%d the time, sometimes =
50%, never = 0%, cold = 20%, high = 0%,
and cold/ hi gh = 5%.

Theequipmentislisted in order
d priority assuggested by phasell d this
study. Other equipment not listed but
noted assometimesusef ulincluded abet-
ter hemet; better boat outfitting; better
spray skirt; atwo-way radio; and broach
loops (those cable loopsin front and/or
back o the cockpit d somed the newer
plasticboats). Wealsohad areport or two
of paddlersattributing their misfortune
on theway the boat had been carried on
thecar (backwards).

Oneitem not studied wasasaw.
With around 10%d dl incidentsinvolv-
ingtrees, agood chainsaw mightbehandy.
Small foldingsawsareavail ableand might
be helpful during some rescues. They
could aso be useful for clearing the haz-
ardsbeforethey becomea problem.

OTHER EQUIPMENT

Acoupled itemsstudiedin phase
IIshowed uponthelowendd thepriority
list but arestill worth considering. These
itemsincludefogfree gl asses (for obvious
reasons);amap; (I onceknew d agroupd
paddlersthat spent acold night onariver
whenthey couldhavewalked aquarter o
amiletoagroupd houses);food (m not
sured thisone, thereare thosewho will
argue that food just gives a drowning
victim something to chokeon); and a bet-
ter foot bracingsysteminleu d foot pegs.

ALTERNATIVE FOOT BRACING

In the case d foot bracing sys-
tems, thereare3mainalternatives: Break-
away foot pegs, soft bulkheads;and hard

Percent days

Chart 3

on river Percent incidents

Boat Type bv Boat Type bv Boat Type

Regular kayak 55% 64%

Squirt boat 10 10

Raft 8 10

Open canoe 17 8

Race boat (N7A) 4

Regular C-1 10 4

Chart4
Kayakers Open canoes
Reported Reported Reported Reported
Skill Incidents Skill Incidents
Classli 4 9 16 30
Classlll 13 26 44 41
ClassiV 44 35 30 18
ClassV 35 27 8 12
ClassVi 4 4
-—_———— e
Chart5

Reported incident type Kavak Open canoe

Veticd pn 8 0

Side pin (middle) 14 3H

Side pn (ends) 6 0

Bottom splat 1 0

Other types of boat entrapment 4 6

TOTALS 33 41

Europeanstylebulkheads. Persondlyl've
rever been satisfied with the way a soft
rulkhead (stuffingthenosewith minicell
fwam) squishesforwardwith useand sud-
dien stops. Thesolid europeanstylebulk-
eadsarefar sturdier and providegood
sapport. A thick foam pad d at least a
couple df incheswill helpabsorbshock so
your boneswon't haveto. Bregk-a-way
f«B% pegsscareme

Bresk-away's remind med the
timel waspinned upsidedownover Sock-
em-dog with my feet stuck infront o the
fmot pegs (dueto improper positioning).
¥hen the boat washed free, | had a diffi-
cult timepaddlingaway withmy armpits
‘against thecockpitrim. | wasvery glad |
Hidn’t haveto surf in that condition.

A much more serious incident
vrasreported to the CloseCdlssurvey, a
paddler wasunableto maneuver, surf, or
roll after loosing his footpegs near the
Eeginning 0 avery longdassV western
rapids. Asareault, it was along time
Eefore he was barely able to make it to
Zhore.

These and many smilar situa-
tions that have occurred over the years
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seem to indicate that the European type
bulkhead-with plenty o padding-seems
like the best way to go.
LARGE COCKPITS

Largecockpits are aluxury that
could aso save alife. These are handy
evenfor arescuer tryingtoclimbout onto
arock inthemiddled arapids— A diffi-
cult taskwithsomeof thesmall er cockpits,
especialy those equipped with thigh
hooks. The Equipment Survey recorded
relatively few paddlersusing such cock-
pits- although morethan expected. This
will probably changeasmored the new
boat designs with this style cockpit are
sold.

LIFEJACKETS

Therewerea surprising number
d low volume squirt jackets reportedly
being used, but the Closecallsdatadidn't
show thistobeaproblem, presumablythis
is because were smart enough to keep
themonthe"esse™, morefamiliar rivers
wherethey belong.

Thedatadidindicatethoughthat
abetter floatinglife jacket may, or could
have been helpful in afew o the cases
where bad swims or recirculationshad
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occurred. | wonder though how many o
these cases involved waterlogged
lifgjackets. | canthink of severa timesin
thepastwheremy regul ar jacketwasprob-
ablyfloatingonly becausemeand my boat
werekeepingit afloat.

Perhaps someone should look
intothedurability of life jacket floatation
under'* normal use'’ conditionsfor boaters
who are out theremost weekends.

"THE BUDDY SYSTEM" &
THREE PADDLER MINIMUM*

While not equipment, thisitem
wasincludedin theequipment portion o
the survey and may be related to some
problems noted in phase II among the
CloseCallsreports. Themost noted prob-
lemwaspoor communicationamong boat-
ers.  An informa buddy system could
help, but morecommunication from pad-
dlers most familiar with the run could
helpin many d thecases. Thisisnot a
simpleproblem, nor doesit haveasimple
solution. We dl must work to minimize
thisproblem.

ROPES

Six ropeentanglementswerere-
ported including oneon astray ropethat
caught around the paddlers waist and
held him under thecurrent until rescued:
two incidents involving paddlers tying
throw ropesto themselves or their boats
whileattemptingtoferry theend acrossa
river (both in flood = one wastied to a
lifgjacketwhich had to bejettisoned caus-
ingtheresultingswimto bevery serious):
Another incident invol ved entanglement
between a tree and a stern line: and two
other paddl erswerecaughtbyflyingropes
whilepaddlingin their boats.

Needlessto say, ropesshould be
takenserioudy. If onegetsloose, besure
to find it so someoneese can't get hurt
later. Never tiearopeto yoursdf or an
occupied boat, holdingitin your teethis
oneway to properly ferry an end acrossa
current. Be sure to stay out d the way
whenitstartstofly andtrytoavoidhitting
other paddlersaswdll. | figuremost d us
know these thingsalready, but the data
showsthat themessagehasn't been heard
by everyone.

STERNLINES

As mentioned above, therewas
oneincident d entanglementinvolvinga
sternrescuelineentanglingwittastrainer.
Whilewefound onecould havebeenuse-
ful onanumber d occasions, theremay be
better waysto address these needs.

One popular European alterna-
tiveisjust now showingupinthiscountry
on some european boats. Thi s systemis
smilartothesterntow line, butislocated

CHART 6
SAFETY EQUIPMENT USAGE AND AVAILABILITY
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The survey aftowed several possible answers for each piece of equipment. The choices were:
A 8S,N,C, H, and CH (ALWAYS. SOMETIMES. NEVER, COLD WATER. HIGH WATER. COLD & HIGH WATER).
To simplify this presentation, the responses were combined using the following equation:
ESTIMATED REPORTED USAGE (%) = A+ .5xS+.2xC*.1xH*.05xHC
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immediately behind the cockpit and is
stored inside a small teacup size pouch
that isoften recessed intothedeck. While
I've never witnessed itsuse, my european
friendstell me that the attachment point
near thecockpitallowsbetter boat control
whilethetowing.

Anotheraltemativei saropel oop
sized to make an emergency seat harness.
Many paddlers usewebbing for thispur-
pose. When not in use, theloopisshort-
ened by makingaseriesd dipknotsinit
until it isthelength d abelt and can be
wornaround mv waistwithacarabiner as
abuckle. Totowaboat, oneend d theloop
is hooked around the paddlers shoulder
whiletheother end can bebinered to the
vacant boat.

Theloop can aso be used asan
emergency anchor ding, or to tie up a
looseboat during arescue (includingthe
rescuer's boat in atight spot), or possibly
togtabilizeatrapped victim until athrow
ropearrivesat the scene.

KNOTSIN ROPES

I've seenit many times. Forsome
reason, intentional or not, aknotinarope
getting hung up on the river bottom or
elsawhere. A knotinaropecaninfact act
asasmall grappling hook

o

| oncewatchedan unoccupied C-
Adoingapermanentenderwhileanchored
tothebottomd the'Roomd Doom'™ dot
at Swestsfalson theGauley. Thethrow
ropewashookedtotheboat's grabloopin
just such a manner without being tied to
anything. Ittookanhour or sofor ustocut
theboat free.

The boater who's stem line be-
came entangled could have beenin even
worseshapeif hehad tied knotsalonghis
stern lineg-or if the excess (at the cleated
end) had beentied off asissotemptingto
do. If youre going to use a stern line,
please becareful.

THE FUTURE

Wél, thereyou haveit, some d
the highlights d what we have found.
David will bereportingonemoretimein
afutureissue, then well be compiling a
report for distributionto thosewhowish
to study thisstuff in further detail.

I hopeyou've found someuseful
information from thiseffort. See you on
theriver.






My Own Private |ldaho

Wildernessisonly aday trip away on the Deadwood

By CHRISKOLL

Thetruck topped thegrade, dlip-
ping from theshade d the pinesinto the
brilliant sunshine o a high mountain
meadow. At my urging, Timpulledtothe
side. Before the truck stopped rolling, |
wasout thedoor, strugglingwith my fly.

Shuttle rides can be hell when
you start the morning with three Diet
Cokes

But as | stoodintheisolateglade,
soakingthesandy seil; it wasreadily a p
parent this was not your average piss-
stop.

Around me, thelong grasses of
themeadow, tawny from thel atesummer
hest, rippled in the morning breeze and
clumpsd wildflowersadded splashesd
blueand yelow. Haf amile distant,adark
green line d pines marked where the
meadow ended, steeply dropping from
the 8,000-foot summittothevalleyfloor d
theDeadwood River. Andonthehorizon,
like a low bank d violet clouds, the
Sawtooth Rangerosein the Eadt.

The day had started as another
paddlingday trip. Butinstead, | wasabout
to experiencemy own private ldaho.

I wouldn't classify Bob Gedekoh
asacrunchy granolafruit cake. Crunchy
granola boaters take this back-to-nature
thingabit toofar. Survivingon ricecakes
for weeksat atimein order to experience
"true”" wilderness. Paddling flatwater 12
hoursaday for the privileged hearinga
loon. Or even passingupagoodclassSrun
justbecausetheriver passesunderabridge
or two.

No, Bob doesn't takehi s loved
theoutdoorstothat extreme. Butall things
being equa, given achoice between run-
ning a whitewater run that traversesthe
unblemished outback or ariver through
morecivilized surroundings, Babwill opt
for the wilderness every time-even if it
requires sacrificing a few creature com-
forts.

Wewerevisiting a state famous

. =i ._‘ ‘-"*. E b, j-r
Charlie Pettigrove surveys class 5 drop
while silouetted against Idaho skyline.

for itsmulti-day paddlingtrips. Withthe
MiddleForkd theSalmonandtheSdway,
| daho arguably boasts the two finest wil -
dernessrunsin thecountry.

But passageonbothriversis regu-
lated. Prime paddlingdatesoccur in May
and Juneduring peak run-off and alim-
ited number d launches per day are a-
lowed in order to maintain the pristine
condition d the river corridors. Permits
areissued eachwinter followingalottery
among the gpplicants.

We had scheduled out trip to
Idaho for early August to catch the first
releaseson thedefinitiveclass5 section o
the North Fork Payette. And since we
possessed no permitsfor theNorthFork’s
moresceniccousins, | feltcomfortabl ethat
Baobwoul d not subject metothetravail sof
amulti-dayexcursioninoned hisquests
to go where no man hasgone before.

After dl, | wasillequipped to
deal with campingout d my kayak. My
deeping bag (a bulky flannel sack with
picturesd ducks printed on the lining)
couldn't fitintothetrunk o acompactcar.
Thebest| could managefor adry bagwas
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adoublelayer d trashcanliners. And my
boat, a Perception Sabre, didn't have
enough room behind the seat for a sack
lunch, much lessaweek d provisions.

And besides, | was used to boat-
ing in crowds. For most d the yesar, |
paddleasasafety kayaker for acommer-
cid outfitter, and it just wouldn't seem
natural to surf aholewithout athrong d
rafterscheeringme on.

But we hadn't boated the North
Fork for more than a day, scouting its
challenging drops while dodging traffic
alongthehighway that parallelstheriver,
when Gedekoh announced:

“I'd redly like to see the Dead-
wood. It has water now and the levels
might not last much longer. Besdes—it's
supposed to beareal wildernessrun. The
river isnt supposed to be as hard as the
NorthFork, thescenery issupposed tobe
spectacular.”

| took another glance at the hor-
rifying river before me and weighed the
difficultiesd another day d seriousclass
5 rapids against the prospects d being
trapped in the outback, gnawing on tree
bark for sustenance, weavingtogether pine
boughs for cover and huddled under a
spaceblanket for warmth.

Giventhe choices, | found | had
developed atastefor granola.

Giventherdatively small szed
the Deadwood, theriver enjoysaremark-
ably long and dependable paddling sea-
oN.

Therun beginsat anelevationd
5160 feet at the base d the Deadwood
Reservoir and finishes1,500 feet and 24
mileslater wheretheriver emptiesintothe
South Fork o the Payette. The upper 14
milesd theriver arecompletely inacces-
sibleand whilearoad and asinglebridge
interrupt the run 10 milesfrom the bot-
tom, for all practical purposes, theriveris
awildernessexperience.

The function o the Deadwood
Reservoiristoaugment summer flowson
themainstem d the Payette, o whenthe



In my imagination, | pictured dozensmorecarries,
some that required hacking a path through the undergrowth,
using our river kniveslike miniaturemachetes.

- £
Charliecsashes through one o the Deadwood's class4 drops.

Payette’s levels start to diminish in July
and August, thegatesare opened and the
Deadwood is navigablethrough the hot-
test daysd thesummer.

Unfortunately, the Deadwood
Reservoirisnot particularly large, and by
mid August a zone d mud and much
surroundthemountai nlakelikeabathtub
ring and flows are reduced for another
year. But duringthat monthandahdf the
Deadwood providesthecl osest substitute
for an Idaho wilderness trip that can be
experiencedin an eight hour package.

Kind d a Reader's Digest or a
Clift’s Notesversiond aSamontrip.

| perused a copy d the Idaho
StatesmanwhileBoband our companions
TimKeley and Charlie Pettigrove mopped
up the remnants d a massive country

breakfastin acafein Garden Vadley.

The Statesman, an enlightened
statenewspaper, printedweeklyflow pro-
jections for 1daho whitewater runs, and
reportedan anticipatedflow d 800cfsfor
the Deadwood.

"Its a low flow, but do-able’™
Baob observed aswe ambled out to Tim's
truck.

Wefollowedtheroad that paral -
leled theSouth Fork Payette, skirtingfirst
the Swirly Canyon section and then the
popular SouthFork Canyon run. Thescen-
ery remained constant: low hillscovered
withsageanddottedwithscatteredclumps
d pineand occasiondly split by fractured
outcroppingsd rockexposedby the quick
currentsd riversor creeks. Althoughthe
view was uniquely beautiful, the picture
wasdi stinctlywestern:aridandcoloredin
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huesd brown.

Afterforty fiveminutesd dusty
road, we crossed the Deadwood at its
confluencewith the South Fork, dropped
avehicle a the small BLM campground,
and backtracked three miles to where a
narrow dirt track blazed north towards
the Reservoir.

And aswe dowly bumped our
way upthesteadyincline, theland around
uschanged. Theforest becamethicker, the
foliage more verdant, and the air pos
sessed ahint  moisture. By thetimewe
emerged in the af orementionedmeadow,
thetopography had assumed thefed d an
Alpine setting. Momentslater a10-point
buck stepped onto the road and camly
observed usaswe passed. Then, through
abreakin thetrees, wesaw aflashd blue
asdeep and clear asagemstone. And we



wereat thelake.

"This wilderness stuff aint so
bad" | said to mysdlf. And propping my
feet uponthedash, | crackedopenanother
Diet Coke.

We parked below where the
Deadwood issued forth in a narrow tor-
rent from the bottom of the dam, cascad-
ing under a one-lane bridge and disap-
pearingintoatunnel o trees.

Itwasnearly eleveninthemorn-
ingand thesun burned brightly overhead.
Westrippeddff our shirtsasweunl oaded
boats. Anxioustoget onthewater, | dipped
my lifejacket over my head, tuckedin my
sprayskirt, and did into thewater.

My boat submerged momen-
tarily, showeringmewith spray. Thekayak
immediately bounced to the surface but
my upper body was aready numb from
thechillof thewater. Gaspingand sputter-
ing, | powered to shore.

"l think I'll wear a paddling
jacket," | said to theotherswhilel rooted
around in the back o the truck. "And
maybel better carrysomeextrapoly-pra..”

"Andyoubetter think about pack-
ing asandwichand somethingto drink,"
Bobobserved." It'sgoing tobealongday."

Suddenly, Bob’s advice seemed
to make sense. | stuffed a couple candy
barsand an extra Diet Cokeinto my dry
bag, wdl...| mean my doubled trash can
liner, and proceeded toload my boat.

For the first several miles we
splashedthroughrifflesinfastcurrentand
easy class2rapids. Consciousd thelength
d therun, we paddled to maketime, but
wewereadwayswary d the possibility o
strainers.

According to local guidebooks,
the Deadwood is notoriousfor downed
treeslodgedinthemiddled itsbigdrops.
The dam holdsback water in the spring,
preventingtheannual springsurged run-
df from cleaning out therun. Infact, the
book warned that many o themajor rap-
idscould possiblybecloggedwithdebris.

Soweweren't surprisedtosee a
tangle o branchesrising from the water
just af ew milesdown theriver. Weeddied
on theright, found we could skitter over
thesubmergedt r unk along thebank, and
continued on our way.

Butfiveminutesl ater weencoun-

tered another obdacle—a series d tree
trunks laced between boulders in the
middled aclass4drop.

"l canseetheling™ Timsaidfrom
thesecurity o shore. "It goesright where
that treeislodged.”

Theportagearound thedropwas
aneasy one, but | begantowonderif | liked
thiswildernesskayaking. In my imagina-
tion, | pictured dozensmorecarries, some
that required hacking a path through the
undergrowth, using our river kniveslike
mi ni ature machetes. Slowed by scouting,
| fantasized about being caught on the
river by endd day, and havingtoburrow
under apiled treesto survivethe night.

But my fears were for naught.
After reentering the stream, wewere met
with a delightful section d whitewater
composed d easy class4 dropsconnected
by continuousrolling water. And best of

yet, nologs.

The miles rolled by. Typicaly, |

Bab or Tim would take thelead, drifting

uptothelipd arapidthendartingleftor |

right. Noned therapidswereparticularly

longand necessitatedonly amoveor two |
before we were through the bouldersor |
around the holes and bobbing our way |

through the run-out waves.

At 800 cfs, the Deadwood was |

not particul arly pushy, andwehad plenty
o timeto pick our way througheventhe
more technical lines. And more impor-
tantly, theriver was not so difficultasto
steal our attention from the country we
were passing through. Bob, as they say

Timber—-standingand fallen

The trees that look beautiful on the side
of an Idaho mountain don't appear as
appealing when lodged in the middle of a
class 4 rapid.
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Tim Kelley tempts fate by paddling his fiberiziass Screamin'Meanie through abony drog |

on the Deadwood.

wasin hog-heaven. Theriver wasundeni -j-

ably beautiful.

Our friend Tim Kdley differs
from Bob when to comes to appreciating
thewilderness. Oh, Tim actually spends
moretimeinuncivilizedsettingsthan Bob
does. Hes acaptainin the US Army—-a
graduate of Ranger School where they
teachyou toeatwormsandsleepin puddles
d water. And he's also climbed Mt.
McKinley aswell assomed the highest
peaksin the Andes—spending weeksat a
timeinsubfreezi ngtemperatures,digging
icecavesfor shelter and wearing thesame
underwear for amonth.

But Tim ventures forth into the
wildernessbecauseit containsthe activi-
tieshel i kestodo—whetheritbemountain
climbing, ice-climbing or running ridicu-
loudly difficult whitewater. He revelsin
thechdlenged performingtryingdaunt-
ingtasks under adverseconditionsvhereas
Bob values the outback as much for its
aestheticqualitiessuchas beauty and soli-
tude.

And 0, as we approached the
hafway mark o the trip, | wondered if
Tim was finding the day as much to his
likingas Bob.

But my worriesabout Tim’s emo-
tiona well-beingended at the next hori-
zon line. It was along class5 over three
steepscrapyledgeswithalinethat weaved

between severad boulders. And for addi-

tional spice to the run, a couple d logs

| lurkedtothesided the rapid-no problen

if you wereonyour mark, but certainly 4
difficulty if planswent awry.

Wescrambl edupthebank onthe
right for anoverviewd thedrop. It didn’t
takelong for Bab, Charlieand metolook
away fromtheriver andstartsearchingfor
thebest portagetrail.But Timremained a
thebluff, shielding hiseyesfrom thesun.
mulling strategiesfor therapid.

Tim was till plotting his cam=
paign, blissfully scramblingoverboulders,
examiningdifferent anglesand memoriz-
ing landmarks for his necessary moves
whilel finished dragging my boat to the
bottom. | settled against a boulder, sof!
withathick uphol steryd lushgreenmoss;,
towait for hisrun.

Thelateafternoon air washeavy
with the August heat and perfectly quiet
except for thebuzzingd beesmolegtinga
nearby patchd flowers.| leanedback, and
my last consciousthoughtwasd the vivid
green d the pines matched against the
cerulean blued theldahosky. Then| was

adeep.

Shouts from Bob and Charlie
awoke me just as Tim cleared the first
ledge, perfectly on line. He threaded his
way between two boulders, boofed an-
other drop, emerged through the subse-
quent hole, and shot hisway down the
long run-out on the left sidewith ahoot
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and holler o exatation.
Charlie and Bab were aready
pushing df intheir boats, paddling df to

|_theleft tofollow Tim. They were dready

far downstream beforel finished rubbing
thedeegpfrom my eyes.
Thenext two mileswerethebest

| "d thetrip. Thecontinuousrapi dssplashed

over the hull d my boat as| cruised be-
tween boulders and dropped over small
ledges. But despite the cold water in the
face, | felt logy from my abbreviated nap.
My companionsdrew further ahead until
finally, for stretchesd the river, | was
aone.

You are very alone with your
thoughtswhen paddlingin solitudeon a
wildernessriver. | noticed the way my
paddle bit into the water. The spray d
dropletsthat flew from the blade at the
end d each stroke. Thesubtlepull d the
current as my boat cut through eddies.
AndI felt every strokein thetired muscles
d my back and shoulders. The rapids
weren't d much concern on the bottom
hdf o the Deadwood, and | fell into a
steady rhythm, dicing through theclass3
water, absorbing the scenearound mein
thequiet stillnessd twilight.

It wastheessenced wilderness
paddling.

Butinthemiddled oned those
innocuousdass 35 whilel waslost in a
reverie, | fel into a pourover. My boat
stalled, was sucked sideways, and | was
pulled into asolid surf.

Atfirgt, | momentarily panicked.
Caughtinaholeinthemiddled nowhere
with no onein sight. What if | couldn't
escape?What if | cameout of my boat?

Butjustasquickly, | relaxed, low-
ered by brace, andleaned back toenjoy the
sensation d bouncingin placeaone un-
der thesun and blueskiesd' 1daho.

And just for the benefit o any
birdsthat might bewatching, | twirled by
paddleonce.

Chris Kaoll is the managing editor of this
magazine and after his single-day foray
into the Idaho wildernesshas allowed Bob
Gedekoh to talk him into multi-day trip on
the Selway this season.



By MIKE SKLAVOS

Hiddenawayinremotenorthern
Wisconsin are riverswith isolated fdls,

some d which would tickle thefancy o
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whitewater paddlers.

Such was the case for
thePineRiver.
Itwaslate August

and | wereheadingtothePineRiverto —
participate in a recreational flow study
that was being conducted collaboratively
by the Wisconsin Electric Power Com-
pany (WEP) and theNational Park Service
(NPS). The study was d so being moni-
tored by the Department d Natural Re-
sources(DNR) and theU S Fishand Wild-
lifeService( FV) .

I must admit that et first | was
skeptical asto the reported classV diffi-
culty o thisrun. Having paddied for

Above: Mike Sklavos negotiates the First
Falls on the Pine River.

many years, | thought | knew most d the
runsinthestate. Wefrequently travel up
north and no one hasever mentionedthis

_%cti ontous.

O course, therewas some good
ason for the Pine's obscurity. The
most challenging portion d the
river—a hdf mile section in

which the stream drops 35
feet—isnormallydewateredby
¥ anupstreamhydroe ectricproject.
—  ButwhenWEPagreedtorelease
_yater back into thedewatered sectionto
e muitability of the reach for
whitewater recreation, my curiosity was
piqued. Although! had my doubtsasto
whether this run was redly as hard as
advertised, Iwas willing to maketheeffort
to participate, providingl could schedule
my work around thisventure. Therelease
wasset for aTuesday, sowewerenot sure
how many people might attend. Fortu-

nately, a couple d friends were able to



arrangework so that they could join me. -
So... off to thenorth wewent.

Afterarestful camp ontheshores
d theMenominee River,ariverwepaddle |
d| summer (andagreat squirtrun, | might |
add), we headed to breakfast and later to |
an early rendezvouswith AngelaTornes. |
Angdais the NPS Midwest Riverwatch |

Coordinator and the coordinator d the | -

project. | had spoken with her on the
phone about a month prior to the study
and she had expressed someconcern that
there may not be enough interest in the
study. Shehad spokenwith paddlersfrom
theareabut didn't knowexactly howmany
would actually show up. | told her that |

knew d six toeight peoplethat should be
there. From her other conversations, she
assumed about four othersmight d so at-
tend. Everythingseemedtobeshapingup
for agood time.

When we arrived at the put-in,
whichwasat thetailwatersd adamonthe
PineHowage, wemet other paddlerswho
had arrived earlier or camped thereover-
night. Wehad planned anearly arrival so
wecould check out theriver bottom. We
thought that since the opportunity pre-
senteditsdf weshouldtakeadvantage. It
isnotevery day thatyou gettoseetheriver
bed bonedry, or nearly sowith just 5 cfs
Scouting rivers when they are dry and
then seeing them with water soon after

gives one the chance to study the prin-

BEFORE AND AFTER:
Paddlers scout the opening drop of the
Pine prior to the scheduled water
release. Minutes later, a boater
descends the same rapid that has been

transformedinto a wild torrent.
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ClasslII and thequestioninour mindswas
what will it look like with water? We
gazed and speculated, but our experience
told uswe just had to wait and see.

Angela cdled al the paddlers
together for a short meeting to organize
theday's events. The planwasto begin
with arelease 150 cfs and to progress
fromthere. Subsequent rdeaseswould be
inincrementsd 50to 75cfs Thiswasa
smallriver and thedropsweresteep, there-
for a lot d water was not needed for
minimal flow. With a huge amount o
water, thissection could bevery danger-
ous, if not life threatening. | knew we
would not come close to those flows on
thisday.

There were 15 paddlers present
from variousorganizationsin theregion.
Groups represented were the University

“df Wisconsin Hoofer Outing Club, Chi-
cagoWhitewater Association, SierraClub,
Badger State Boating Society and the
American Canoe Association. Also on
hand were many spectatorswhohad heard
about theevent or had come up with the
paddlersto observeand enjoy thesun.

Asaspecial note, | must mention
that opportunitiesto paddledifficultwea:
ter in Wisconsin during the warmth o
summer don't happen. Weusually paddie
insnow or coldrainy weatherin Marchor
April. Many people mentioned over and
over again what a treat thiswas. Asde
from the specid focus d the day, the
weather wasasignificant factor in elevat-
ing everyone's spirits.

When thefirst released 150 cfs
stabilized, the paddlersobserved theflow
and concluded that it was not enough.



Bob Obst drops off the second ledge during a Pine River test run.

Thedropswerevery bony, and nose hits
would probably be a problem. So we
requested morewater, and an additional
S0cfswasreleased. Much better now. By
the way, how many times can paddlers
wish for more water and get it on a
moment's notice? Uniquescenario, eh?

We scouted, established safety
positionsand running order. With this
many peopleon such asmal river, some
plan needed to beinitiated. Soweformu-
lated one. Everyonewasin agreement —
another anomaly in the boating commu-
nity!

Thefirst fall wasa doubledrop.
About S0yardsdf Class!I water preceded
thefirst ledge. Theinitial fal in thisse-
quencewasabout six feet and had ashal -
low bottom. Several nose hits were re-
corded. At thebottomd thisledge, which
could be run clean in the right spot, the
water took afast 90-degree turn to the
right. Aboatlengthandastrokelater, you
dropped five to six feet over the second
ledgeinto anasty holethat recirculated a

bit. The hole caused afew surfs, blew a
coupled spray skirtsand forced aswin,
but otherwi semost peoplemadeit through
with gyle. O the three, this drop was
definitely the one to generate the mout
concern.

About five boat lengths below
thisledge wasthe second d the seriesal
threeledges. Thisonewas about 12 feet
highand quitevertical. Therightsidewas
steeper, with asmall horseshoecut in the
lipd thefdls. Duringour river bed scout
we noticed that arock waswell placed ti
cause a piton if the right side were run
Thiscaused everyoneto stay left. Soma
consternation occurred during the firai
run, when a paddler hit something asha
ran thefdls, but no oneelserepeated tha
nosetouch. Thisvertical ledge dropped
of into afrothy hole with jets  water
hittingyou fromthesidesasyou droppel
to the bottom. A few tipovers were re-
corded, but for the most part it wasa bit
easier than the previousledge. It had a
very straight entry with no obstructions

except for the spectators on the bank
holleringand cheering theruns.
Thethird ledgewas|ocated just
belowthesecondfalls, wheretheriverbed
widened. Thisproved to bethegrungiest

| d thethreeat theinitial 200 cfsflow. A

dightlyscrapyentry plummetedyoudown
a washboard incline into a hole a the
bottom. Thenthere's anice poolbeforethe

| ClassII runout to the take-out. Thiswas

definitely the easiest o the three. Al-
though requiring some maneuvering, the

11 drop wasstill themost benign, providing

one remained upright. In an inverted

| position, thisfallscould deliver the most

| damage due to its long, rocky, shallow
| nature.

Three d us made thisfirst run,

| while others watched and analyzed the
| movesaswe made our way through the
| drops. Becaused itstechnical nature, the

| first falsdrew themost attention. Asthe

| threed us boated downstream, theothers

e

took their turns. Looking upstream, it
seemed asif the river were dive — pad-
dlersand spectatorseverywhere. Il bet
thisscenewas never beforewitnessed on
thisstretch o water, but hopefully it was
asignfor thefuture. It had aflavorsimilar
to Gauley season, but on amuch smaller
scde. Itwasgreat toseeso many enjoying
the day and this previoudy unheard o

sectiond thistiny stream.

At thetake-out therewasatruck
toshuttleusback for the next run. Itwas
a very nice gesture appreciated by all.
Why couldn't paddling aways be like
this?

Thesubsequent rel easesthat day
were250and 300cfs. Astheleve rose, the
number o paddlersdiminished abit. A
few were satisfied with one run, while
otherscarried up and ran dropsover and
over, hardly having time to savor one
before attempting the next. It wasclear
thateveryonewashavingfunandthat the
spirit was quite positive. Even the WEP
officialsseemed happy.

With higher flowsthe dropsbe-
came more enjoyable and had stronger
hydraulics. But noned thedropsbecame
unmanagesble. Thefirstfallshad another
route open at the highest rdease, giving
theoption d not having to wrestlewith
the considerable hole that was forming.
Some d the paddlers opted for the new



route since the stronger backwash gave
everyonewhoranitabitd atusde. The
second falls remained unchanged at all
threelevels. The third ledge, however,
became a redl treat at 300 cfs Waves
formedwhererock had previousyscraped
boat bottoms. Holesa so formed to pro-
videafew surfsat the bottom o thefall.
Asthe time passed, it was soon
redlized that the water was going to run
out. WEP officias, noticingathree-inch

dropinthelake, decidedtoend thestudy |

after testing the three levels which had
beenreeased. Althoughafew d uswere
curiousto see what would happenwith a
bit more water, we accepted the inevi-
table. It wastimetocall it aday.
Understandably exhausted, the
paddlersmet again to draw someconclu-
sonsfrom the day's activities. Thefirst
order o businesswastocompletesurveys
about therun. We then had adiscussion
session to summarize our thoughts and
make some generdizations. Mosily ev-

By ANGELA M. TORNES

A '_-I.-"!‘J-i'ﬂ I Ip'l.!lt'rll' df bl',rl'.rrrrl'.rrg -l.bl" the Natioical Park
sevrice & (NPS) volvement in B :I!ud'!,r ;lf'fulur: Pine
Rrier fl_lpflg"nr]'r:rri.: prnjrd‘ﬂu::'.r iF Lhe -I‘."ur.lgﬂis:'nu,l]'
| alloealion r.llll"_ll"u.n'.l.ll: to e NPS fn 1990 Thie OMEY R

divected specifically to fritfale witkin the Rivers, Trails

eryonewasin agreement. Wefeltthat the
Pinewas generdly d ClassIV difficulty.
Thedropswererated ClasslV tolow V for
thefirst and ClassIII+ and ClassII1, respec-
tively, for the second two fdls. Most
paddlers felt that 225 cfs would be an
acceptable release level, although a bit
more water would be nicer. People con-
cluded that alower flow would be afair
exchangefor morereleases, aslong asthe
rel easeswerenot too low.

With its close proximity to the
Menominee River Gorge, this section d
thePinewould permit agreater selection
for paddlerstravelingto thisremote sec-
tiond Wisconsin. Thisrun would bring
more recreational opportunitiesfor pad-

| dlersd the upper midwest during thedf

seasonand improveboatingquality inthe
otherwisedry summer.

| believe that most o the pad-
dlers were grateful to have been ableto
participateinthisendeavor. Whetherthere
will be future releases only the Great

Deciding sul'mbl'.i'ii'y of recreational flows

Kahunna knows. | hope heisbenevolent
and bestows this much welcomed sum-
mer run for we well deserving upper
midwesternerswhaoareotherwisedestined
for long drives.

Thi s event alsoled many d usto
think aboutnegotiati ngother possiblerec-
reationalrel easesin thefuture. Wehaveat
least oneother section that isdry because
d adam—aClasslV sectiond theWiscon-
sinRiverthatispaddledinfrequently. \Who
knows, maybe the future will bring
whitewater to many d those runswhich
havelain dormant and dry for so long.

As sunset fdl during our drive
home, talk d thePineresumed. Wespoke
d LaSalle Fallsat thehead d thereservoir
and contempl atethat 20-footdrop thatwe
haven't yet run aswell aswhat might lie
under the lake itsdf. Just think o the
dropsthat might behidden. ""Hey," some-
one said, "what if the dam were not
there?..”

NPS coordinates Pine River study

the latier.

| are dependent on the gualitics of the profect arcae and may
include studics |:ll|||I recrealione] uwse or flow releases for
drithelics oF Fecreation. The Pine Biver 1I!:|.|.d'=||l s :'n.;rql" |

The initiative for providing recreational flows

and Conservation Assisfance Program a sulyrrograms which

T Prﬂ:ufd'.e ngsistance o J.l:,l..i'mpn:-u FF .m\mp.lnl'u and ta

recreationsl and envirommental proups i Hhe Noemsdng sl

r'.e']'l'.n'm:i'iul-_.'ll Process.

The NP5 staff azsists all interested partiep

Socuzing on select profects in developing parts of the
_Emvironmental Report, an integral companent of the license
.Jpp?r'rul 1on subwnted fo e Feaeral Eur;;'!.l R e&q]‘nrpry
Copunission (FERCL Dur J-I!n_f‘ffl'ur J'.lfﬂrl!.i_ﬁr; all partics
which may be interested in a praject and solicits thelr
comiments regarding recommendations for enfancing the
profect, If a specific recowumendialion {3 seeded whick
requires quantitative data om which to base that recosmmes-
dation, we sezigh the hy.]’m.]uw:'r Cihnpany in :!rlll"u'rll'rlg fhe
paranelire .Jf tlre .':!:l..d'y:. amd, i gopme cases, IIl'e'H'.lr fhe

| company in conducting the study, The stulics recommionded

_agencies and en

through the historlc, or bypass, channel began in 1955, when
the Chairperson of the Wild Rivers Committes of the Johs |
Muir Chapter of the Slerra Club (Wisconsin) read an article
tr an American Rivers mewsletter. The article explained the
hydroelecinie licensing process of including coronents amd
recomimenda tions for studies from recreational grougps and
And emcourdged boaters to become Involved
This Sierrx Club member inumediately pursacd the
miatter of providing for fTows in the Pine, and, like o good
milkweed pod dispersing its seed, began sending letfers (o
the Wisconsin Electric Pover Commgramy (the ownier of the
profectl, American Bivers ard the appropriale agencles,
J'rn.'fy;h':g FERC, NPS, LLS. Fizh and Wildl ife (USFWS) and
the Wisconsin Department of Matwral Resources (DNE)L
His Ietter weas waiting here in Omeake, the NP5 Midwest
Regional Office, when I arrived in the pemmirr of 1990,



Thie decision for the NP5 lo recormmend a corpre-
hensive fTow shudy was an evolutionary one. A recreational
ﬁm" releate .l!udy Jfurd been comdusted on the Pine in the
fnterim by the Company and consisted of fwe kayakers.

The kayakers agreed on an ophimum flow, but disagreed on
the boatable palue of the rum. I'n addition, NP5 veiced the
same concern about fnmpacts fo the aquatic ecosystens as did
thee Wiscomsin DVR and the USFWS, buf mo informalion
was avaflable to make @ determination on the release’s
frepact. IF became clear af @ fune 1991 meeting of the
Campany’s and agencies” staffs that another flow release

study was necrssary.
It ot difficult to wnderstand why there's 8o much

interest in the Pine project. I is a pristine stream whick
flowws tlirough Forest and Florence Counties i northicasters
Wisconsin fowarnd its confTurnce with the Mosominee
Eiver. Pine and aspen trees fTank its banks as [f meanders
through and fumbles over Canadian Shicld bedrock, The
State of Wisconsin has recognized the Pine's unique brauty
be designativg it @ Wisconsin Wild River.

The hydroelectric facility impounds the river just
upsireant and diverts the river atvay from a geries of three

miafor drops which form part of the original river bed. The
diverted section ix approximately 0.5 miles long and has an
elevation change of 35 feet, most of which is in the wpper
part of e sirefch

Criven sweh an astoundingly beantiful setting, 1 felt

_ma kesitation in searching for boaters wha would be willing

Fo participate in the stwdy. Initially I called the Sierra
Club, the University of Wisconsin "Hoofers® and the
American Whiterealer Affiliation. AWA referred me to one
of its affilletes, the Chicago Whiletrater Association, which
prroved to be a veritable fount of information. Together
with Eric Sprestine of the Chicago group, we contacted
miermibers from boating groups wot only in Chicago, buf also
in MinncapolisSE Paul and Duluth, Mirncsola and
Madizon, Milwwauwkes and Green Hn!, Wizconsin (ard gome
smmall Wisconsin fotons that barely made if on the map),
Throughout the day the boaters, who had arrived
fnﬁm J:I:tpn.mf-n* lncnh'.ﬂuu'., collaborated in mk[p;drch[m
concerning the runnability of the various flows, No one ran
ﬂu’]’ﬂ]cﬂ: rrfrn.h', ETLTYORE Nan if af 20 ;f:r nuif.r'a-:.ufﬁ{y
half rien the 250 cfs release. Only a few ran the Pine at 300

ofs.

The completion of the recreational releases
sfgnaled the next phase of the study, After a long, surny
day of running the four releases, the boaters completed a
Eurtiey tohich raled rﬂ.ﬂﬁ-ﬁaln toleile the Wisconsin DNR and
the USFWS conducted their assessment of figh sfranding.
Ownce the day's work was through, everyone — the Com-
pany, boaters, agencics and observers = felt satisfaction
[from participating in an effort where willing cooperation
ruled swpreme. Each group played an infegral role in the
Jn'Hr'J: swcecess and had a helfter um.:!rr:!lnﬂfrg rf rach obther's
concerns, And gach growp closed the activibies with their
oten celelratory ending = from wallowing lenguidly in the

The team of leaf pilofs pose after Pine River run.

deliciously cool reservoir walers fo fmbildng the cool,
traditional Wisconsin beverage of choice, or both.

Awnalysis of the results proved the 200 cfs flow to
be Hee optinnem, with a recormmiendation of 225 ofs
preferred if it were possible to attain with the Company's
syprillway pates, The boaters recommnended treo fo six
relrases a year, with three releases being the most
courenon recommendation. They also recommended thar
each release last four or five hours, The Wisconsin DNR
and the USFW3 did not oppase the recreational flow
releases, bul recommended thal ramping rates be incorpo-
rabed inbo the release so thal there would be @ gradual
inerease and decrease of walers. The NP5 scnt these
concerns and recommendations along with the study
report to the Company and fo FERC,

Preseadly the Company has some hesilation
about Hability associated with the recreational flotw
release, as well as a few other concerns about releases
during wel years ard dry years. We have responded to
their concerns and feel that potential problems can be
resolved with the assistance of the agencies or FERC,
FERC has shouni @ clear precadent in cases arcund the
country for tssulng Heenses wilich include articles
delincating recreational flowe releases. Ultimately it will
be FERC that decldes what kind, if amy, of recreational
Sl releases will pass through the Pine River historic
chennal,

Sheuld readers wish to voice their opimion alout
the releases to FERC, they may torife in reference fo the
Pine Biver Profect (FERC No, 2486) to the follotwing
aiddress; Dean Shumeay, Director, Office of Hydropawer
Revlew, OFfice of Hydropower Relicensing, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, Room 204-RB, Washing-
fon, DO 20436

Angela M. Tornes [s the National Fark Service's Mid-

| west National Rivers Program Coordinator.

£



Boatingtheworld'smost diver se
CQJﬂ)IJQn of whitewater rivers

ot

In a land where sheep
out-number people12-to-1;
Paddlersfind avariety
of water in New Zealand

By MAC THORNTON

What happenswhen three red-blooded AWA
membersinvade New Zealand for two weeksd boat-
ing? Hordesd sheep are sent scurryingin other direc-
tions. But thetrioisdistracted by how easy itistotap
into theworld's most diverse collection d whitewater
inasmall country: thesemi-tropical runsthrough
jungle-draped canyons, the glacial torrents, the big-
water Western styleriversthrough arid landscapes, and
the hdicopter put-insin absolutdy pristine Alaska-type
country. It's al in New Zealand.
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Alot d peoplein theworld hate

Americans sincewetendtobeasagroup,
rather arrogantandincomparisontomost
d the world, filthy rich. But in New
Zealand, they remember World War 1T
quitevividly, and they seem to positively
Iik& Yanks. They don't like our nukes
much, but if you lived with the Southern
Crossdirectlyoverhead(i.e. very far south),
and just wantedtorai sesheep, and gazeat
the marvelous scenery, who would you
want to see get nuked?

""How you doin’, Mate?" agenu-
ine, grinning face will ask you, with the
offer d ahandshakein onehand, and the
offer d aSteinlagerintheother. Oned the
timeswehad car trouble, theveryfirstcar
coming by stopped. A Kiwi stepped out

and said what they usually dowhen con-
fronted with adversity, "Shell be right,
Mae" Astwo Washington pinhead bu-
reaucrats(GordonBareand myself)and a
crusading environmentalist from Alaska
(Jack Hession) will tell you, this scene
takesafew daysto get used to. However,
thelaid back Kiwi attitudeis highly conta-
gious.

They inhabit a nation composed
d twomgor idands, aslongasCalifornia
but only 150 milesor so wide. TheNorth
Idand hasavol canic past and hasseveral
largelakeswith legendary rainbow trout
(originaly imported from Cdifornia). It
hasserni-tropical junglesinthenorth, pine
tree farms the size d counties, and d
course, lots o fertile pasture for sheep,
which outnumber people12 to 1. They
asoraisedeer for venison.

TheSouthldandislike Colorado
surrounded by an ocean, with someNor-
wegianfjordsandlrishpastureland thrown
inforscenicinterest (asifanywasneeded!).
JamesMichener wrote, "New Zealand is
probably the most beautiful place on
earth.”

Getting Out of Auckl and

Your plane will deposit you at
thetop d the North Island in Auckland,
where one third d the 3000000 New
Zealanderslive. The McDonalds in the
airportsendsyou aclear message: get your
car and boats rented and head for the
riversas quick asyou can.

I should mention here that 15

The entrance to the paddle-through tunnel on the Shotover River,

r daysi stheabsol utebareminimumfor the-
traditional whitewater tour o thiscoun-
try, whichincludesacoupled Northls-
land rivers, theferry to the South Idland,
andaperimetertripd thatldandwiththe
southernmost terminus at Queenstown,
andreturn. Wewereboatinganddriving,
boatingand driving.

Logigtics are pretty essy, since
thesefriendly peoplespeak ENGLISH, and
in comparison to the many hangliders,
parachutists, and 300-foot bungee jump-
ersin New Zealand, kayakers areviewed
as beingquitesane. Thereisaninteresting
minority group o Polynesian natives
called the Maori, whoseancestorsnamed
mostd therivers. Thisleadsto problems,
for instance, threed the top whitewater
runsin New Zealand are the Rangitaiki,
Rangitikei, and the Rangitata. But their
wordfor "'river' waseasy for us. ""River”
is"avd"

Camping isreally essy. Every
hamlet hasat least one" Motor Camp," a
clean, low-key andinexpensiveversion of
KOA. Gordonand! usuallyrentedasmall
cabin for U.S.$15-20 per night. Jack re-
fused to stay in our cabin, stating that we
snoredtoo much. | bdieved himuntil the
night | wokeup and heard asheepoutside
bellowing, "Jaa-aa-ack, Ja-a-a-a-ack."
[Just kidding, Jack.]
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The Marvelous M otu

Our prime target on the North
IdandwastheMotu River, New Zedand's
only federally protected "Wild and Sce-
nic" river. A decadeago, ahydroconcern
begandrilling test sitesfor amgjor damin
the middle & a 56-mile long wilderness
river corridor, in the heart of an impen-
etrable jungle. Followingan intense po-
litical dogfight,enviro advocatesand pad-
dlersprevailed and saved the Motu. We
wanted to see if the hydro boysin New
Zealand could be any less sensitive than
their US counterparts. We packed
our rented Dancersfor athreeday trip,
andembarked 56 miles from thesea, where
theriver wouldbarelyfloat our boats. We
paddlied hard for five hours, gradualy
leavingthesheepbehind. Thejungleclosed
in over the bluffs and we made camp,
coveringonly 12 milesthat day. Asthe
summer sun dipped towards dusk, we
sipped our Stel nlagersand peeredintothe
dense ferns and undergrowth. Staring
back, | saw what |ooked likedozensd cat
eyesshimmering,closetotheground. On
close ingpection, they were biolumines-
cent spiders, barely an eighth d an inch
wide. (Bytheway, therearenosnakes, no
poisonous animals and no predators o
any kind in New Zealand, except for im-
ported ferretsand feral pigs)

The next day, the canyon walls
rose to over 1500', covered with a green



Crystal water beneath high gorge walls as Mac Thornton paddles on the Motu.

blanket d soft jungle. The river necked -

down, and class 3 and 4 rapids became
numerous. Some were boulder gardens,
likeBullivant’s Cascade. But many had to
bescouted, sincewewerenotintorunning
drops we could not sseover. | got abit
ahead and found mysdf in themiddled
the famed Motu Sot, where most o the
flow isfunneled into a8 wide passage. |
saw the Sot was blocked by alog and
eddied out fadt!

The third day we entered a sec-
ond gorge with even higher walls and
bigger, moredramaticrapids, still Class4.
Finallywepassed Heli copter Rapids, mark-
ing the spot o a helicopter crash during
the dam reconnaissance for the hydro
project. Folks, if they coulddamthe Motu,
they could dam anything. US hydro
devel opersarenot the dumbest on earth.
They arein atiewith their New Zealand
cousins.

We paddled vigoroudy through
al18-mileflat sectionand by theend o the
thirdday wewereontheroad totheSouth

~Isdland. Higher water would makethetrip |

alot lessstrenuousand the rapids more
fun.

ntoth thl

After our early morning ferry
crossing, we found some Kiwi kayakers
and spentan afternoon on theEarthquake
section d the Buller River, named after a
magjor "'dip,"" asthey call landdlides. Big,
playful Class34. OntotheWaiho, drain-
ing Franz Joseph Glacier, where we
paddledin adensefogand drizzle (b-r-r-
r). Then the Kawarau, a Colorado-sized
river, wherewedodged thebungee jump-
ers and ran the famous Chinese Dogleg
Rapid.

The Shotover River near spec-
tacular Queenstown (theKiwi version o
Boulder, Colorado) is best known for its
obnoxiousjet boat sections. Butif youcan
navigatea 45-minute shuttle on a Class5
dirt road, you can escapethejet boatsand
accessthesteep, rocky Lower Canyonsec-
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tion. Wehit thisrunonabrilliant summer
day, astherapidsgradually increased to
tight Class4.  The run ends usudly by
kayaking a600-foot diversiontunnel dug
by gold minersinthe1860’s. Immediately
uponexiting thetunnel, you areconfronted
by asteep Class4 rapid.

Thescariest run on thetripwas
the al pinecountry Landsborough, where
threeraftershavediedin recentyears. But
theriver wastheeasy part. Theonly way
toget upstreamon theL andsboroughwas
to hirea hdicopter, with the kayakssus-
pended below in a mesh basket. Asthe
helicopter gained forward speed, thebas-
ket would begintoswingtoandfro. This
action required the pilot to counter the
yaw actiononeachswing, whichmadethe
kayaks swing even harder. It was more
than a little disconcerting to pitch back
and forth and seethe kayak basket swing
violently up even with us passengers.
When Gordon, aVietnamvet withlotsd
combat experience put on hishelmet and
strapped it down hard, | gulped.



Thereisaninterestingminoritygroup of Polynesian nativescalled the
Maori, whose ancestors named most of the rivers. This leads to
problems..buttheir word for" river" waseasyfor us. "River" is"awa!"
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The view from the chopper was
incredible, with11,000foot peaks and gla-
ciersin the distance, and adeep, forested
valley with the white-capped
Landsborough far below tumbling to-
wardsthesea. Oncedown (Sghd relief)
ontheriver, itwasanother basically Class
4 run comparable to the Lower Gauley
withfour notabl erapids,thehardestbeing
HedllfireRapid. TheriverissaidtobeClass
5inthehighwater seasonwhentherafters
perished.

e —

Above: Gordon paddles through the lush
RangitaikiRiver corridor. Left: Riggingthe
kayaksin a blanketfor helicoptershuttleon
Landsborough River.



World Cup Races

Two days drive later, we were
back up in the semi-tropics on the North
Idandat thelittletown of M uraparaonthe
extremely lush Rangitaiki River, which
runson dam releases. Herewasthefirst
event on the1992 World Cup racing cir-
cuit, which was o particular interest to
Gordon, the Assistant Coach o the US
OlympicTeam. TheLugbills and Hearns
wereskippingthisevent, but somed the
boaterswere pretty fair, like1991 World
Cup champs Richard Fox (British K-1),
GarethMarriott (BritishC-1) and Myriam
Jerusalmi (FrenchK-1W).

Wehopped ontheriver after the
racesand found it much likethe Savage-
- bouncy and continuous Class 3-4 with
oneintimidatingrapid, J&f's Joy,an accd -
erated wavetrain leadingover alO slop-
ing ledgeinto theleft bank. Classb.

Put New Zealand on your must-
do-in-your-lifetimelist. Thereare many
easier awaswhichrund| year and harder
oneswhich run mainly in October to De-
cember. Some d the well known awas
other than those mentioned above:

NORTHISLAND

Mohaka and Naparuroro, both
Class34, west sided idand.

Rangitikei, Class 45, a remote
ledgey runin south central part d island.

Wairoa, Class4-5, New Zedand's
popular rafting run. Pool drop river runs
ondam rel easeson 25specifieddates. Eagt
sided island.

Waikafo, famous Fulljames play
wave near town d Taupoin thecenter d
theidand.

SOUTH ISLAND

Rangitata, Class 4-5 rapidsin sce-
n ¢ Klondyke Gorge, east central part o
island. Pencil Sharpener and Pinch Rap-
ids, both with big riverwideholes.

Karamea, andWaiafoto,bothclass
4, helicopter accessonly.

New Zealand logistics:
You can do it yourself!

When fo Go—Dciobar through Decambar is the Mew Zealand spring,
with tha rhvers mentioned boatabie at least & coupde of months longer.

Alrilnes—A good time 1o use your frequant fiyar milsage, B you have
it United and TWA ane arcund $1600-1800 round trip from the east coast, Try
1o book Air New Zealand from LA, 10 Auckland - got a $1250 fare round trip
[rom the easi coast,

Boal Rental—Forgot taking your own boat —~ it'll cosl more than the
boat is worth, For rental of s Dancer al about LIS$10 per day, | recommeand Palar
Sommarhalder's Auddand Canos Canire. Pater is a very helpful and knowl-
edgeabls guy. 302A Dominion Rd, ML Eden, Auckiand 3, N.Z. Phona (09) 686-
TTafFAX (09) BEO-485,

Car Rental=This is tough since cars are expensive, There ame the
usual two philogophies. You can gt a recent vintage, reflable Toyota station
wagon of squivalent for aboul LSS50 per day, or you can shop the Reni-a-
Wreck type placas whan yau get
thara and teke your chances far about halfl that much, Wa took the second option
and sutlered some kost time and tense moments, ke when we heard a loud
“POP” and dirty water started covering the windshisld, Think about this: most
of the time you are nowhere near anywhers, Be aware thal if you reserve a car

e et s b M deibacil iy skagisid perpraent i S nnbs 4R sy el g
e upm it b early, Don't lorget the issue of car rackafrain gubions. You may wand-——

b b o O P,
et eboche—MNeaty worthless: — Hew-Zesiand-Canceing - Hand——1
—hunh—mﬂaﬂu—h—hrﬂﬁh—ﬂru—h—dnmﬁmm—ﬂ-wm—-
Zoniand's-North-siand-Rivers=——hy-Graham-Eggar,about USS9 In Now |

1 Zeatand—South islend companion book to b published this yoar: Somawhar |

obtirse mnd dficult format which omits soms baska info, T haw long B the

'm‘%ﬂmimmﬁﬁuﬁ pﬁlﬁfﬂ-ﬁﬁﬂﬁi_ I

s e

by all the GUidebooks ahd Uy 1o piscs things together.

Metu River Shultle— A T125-rmale Tong one-way shutila for aboul
~ USS$E5 perperson + boalTer 30 Allen Hassall, PO Box 224, Whakatane N2,

Phona [07) 308-7760, or (07) 3123170,

South feland Hellcopler Shuttle— A true adventure. About US3E0
par parson + boat for 3. Jamia Scott, Fox Glacier, N.Z. Phone (02) 883-0853,

Interizland Ferry— Tha 3 1/2 hour iy from the capital, Wellington,
1o Prcton on the South Island costs about US$125 for a car and 3 peopla. Mora
imporiantis i reserve— a spol at least throe days in advance, aspacially f you
are there in high tourist ssason (Decamber and January). Resarvations can ba
Dooked l amy ravel agency o toarnist bureau in the major towns osnca you ged
thete. L il ot EH R b e B e e el e

FPlaces to Eal— Now Foalanders cook with all the finessa ol the
English and Irish. Delicalessens do nol exdst. Yiou will love it here if you like
baked beans on toast for breakfast and aged pork ples for lunch, Sedicusly, as
o former West Vinginia restaurant reviewor, | have high standards{l), The fresh
fish, lamb and wondaon are the best bats. Recommendad: Greymouth: Gllrmier
Hetel (unique “whitebait” cmelel), Queenslown: Roaring Meg's, Wanaka: First
Cale, Blanheim: Top Spol, Wiadlingten: Shoreband,




CLINCH RIVER PADDLE CO.

FOR A FEW DOLLARS MORE YOU CAN DESIGN YOUR OWN.

7-Blade Designs
8-Types of Grips
3-Types of Shafts
3-Weights
5-Types of Cloth
Wooden Paddle Repairs
We Ship By U.P.S.
WRITE OR CALL FOR
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Coming Soon Kayak
Paddles

BAILEY JOHNSON
2450 Jones Road
Lenoir City, Tenn. 37771
(615) 986-9387

A FREE BROCHURE

river conservation actions.

to American Whitewater.

N WORSErnooecoveany
WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

with proven

e performance you demand

durability you want

value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875

Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

1 The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective

member receives a bi-monthly subscription
..the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

814-422-8844

Plus--every

Newl i
The Rivers__

of Chile

by Lars Holbek

A brief guide J
to Chilewhitewater ]
published by the AWA

For your copy send $10 to:
Guidebook toCile
PO Box 329
Phoenicia, NY 22464

_—
Proceedshelp support
AWA river
conservation projects

Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve ow whitewater resources and promote river safety.

L b g

Hama

Address;

A

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464




Planto attend the AWA....

Ocoee R lver Rodeo
June?2/7-28,1992

Surfaceboat competition  Squirt boat competition

emen's intermediate emen' sintermediate
men' sexpert men’sexpert
women's intermediate women's intermediate
ewomen's expert women's expert

Open canoe hole-riding competition
Man of Rubber Raft Race

and of cour se,theannual OcoeeRodeopartyfeaturing...
*food, drink and good company

*silent auction ewhitewater videos
eused boat sale o the famous Ocoee Rodeo raffle

For information, contact: Susan Gentry
252 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton, GA 30548
(404) 654-2725




END NOTES

When you fail to passthe inspection

By GARY CARLSON

| looked thecustomsinspectorsquare
in theeyewhen heasked meif | had anything to
declareand replied with aconfident ""No, gr."
But he still quested that | park the car so he
could takeacloser look-see.

| pulled to the side, cursing the bad
luck that made him choose my vehiclefor his
arbitrary inspection. There couldn't have been
anything overtly suspicious about my brand-
spanking new four-wheeldriveutility truck My
paddlinggear wasneatly folded in mesh duffle
bags carefully stored in their appointed places.
My boatswere securely fastened in their high-
techkayakstacker. And Iwasfreshlyshavenand
fashionably attired in designer pile that still
sporteditsfactory fluff.

Now, backwhenIwasacallow youth,
I'd contractascreamin’ case of the shakin’ heebie-
jecbies every time | approached the customs
booth enroute to a boatingtripon the Ottawaor
JacquesCartier up Canadaway.

It would take no more than a quick
suspi ciousglancefrom a customs inspector to
reduce meto ajibbering hyena:

""Purposedf your visit?"

"I'm putting on the Rouge. | mean
puttingon theRougeRiver, not the powder you
put on your face. Wait—I don't mean you put
powderonyour face..l don't usepowder. Povvl;
der?DidIsay powder?No, there’sno powder...
my paranoia Eventhen, | was always a clean-cut
kind of boy. That is, as clean-cut asany young
paddler could be. | alwaysfigured, why bother
with a shower...a boater aways washes up on
shore. And since my shorts got scrubbed every
day whilel worethem, why change clothes?

But therewas also the matter o my
truck Back then| drove the kind of shuttle ve-
hicleyoud think would invite a thorough in-
spection.

Itwas anold pick-upwithaleaky cap
patched with duct tape. Thehood wasindented
fromwhenadeerforgotto look both ways before
crossingthemadwhilethebackbumper drooped
toward the pavement, suspended by a clothes
hanger and a"'Surf West Virginia” sticker. The
windshield was cracked from tailgating a coa
buck overabumpy WV A road. And the passen-
ger sidedoor closed only with thehelpd aNRS
strap.

In theback lay aheap of debrisaccu-
mulated throughaseasond paddling. Wadded
wetsuitbooties.A soiledsl eepingbag. Amonth's
worth o dirty shorts, shirts and socks. A case
worth of empty beerbottlesand an opened box of

potato chipsthat had disintegrated intoa soggy
paste.

You could have hidden abail d can-
nabisorafamily of illegalimmigrantsunder the
rubble. And even though | lived a relatively
wholesomelifestyle, | gaveride to paddlers, fer
Crissakes. WWho knows what could have fallen
out o their pockets?So every timel approached
theborder, | fully expected theguard to pull on
alatex gloveand say:

"Will you pull over to the side son,
weve gotaspecia searchwelve gotto perform.”

Butyou know, itneverhappened. The
inspectorwoul dsimplytakeacursory lookin the
back, wrinkle their nose, and wave methrough.

But likeso many paddlersd my era,
I've grownalittlemoresocially respectable with
thepassingyears.Andsol wasdamnedirritated
to bedetained now that Id cleaned up my act.

| was becoming increasingly impa-
tient after five minutes when my inspector
steppedout o theoffice. And to my amazement,
hewasleadingaminiaturepigonaleash.

"Would you step out d the vehicle,
please?’ theagent said. And as| exited, the pig
squirmed by my legs—snortin’, gruntin’ and
wigglin‘itscurly littletail asitscrambledintothe
front seat. The inspector followed, holding an
empty plastic tray.

Five minuteslater, | satin the office,
facingtheagentfromacrossagray desk thatheld
the tray—now filled with a collection o vials,
bottlesand containers.

"I think you havealittleexplainingto
do’* hesaid.

"Explaining?’ | said incredulously.
"Thereaint nothingtheretoexplain.Every pad-
dler my agehasthisstuff lyingaround.

"Thisbottleisjust ibuprofin, you pop
a couplein the morning on the second day o
boating—moreif you had afew beersaround the
campfire the previousnight. And this bottleis
only aspirin—sometimes it's better touseafter all
the greasy food you eat on paddling vacations.
Keeps theblood pressure low.

"This tubeis an analgesic. Bengay, |
think. For the shoulder | dislocated a couple
seasonsago. And thistubeisfor the poison oak
onmy butt | picked upafter meetinga girl onthe
New. And, oh yeah, that other tubeis supposed
tocureupanother consequenced that evening.

"Now, | have prescriptions for these
medicines. Thisoneis just penicillin for alow-
gradeinfection| pickedupsurfingbel ow asewer
outlet. You know, | thought those brown trout
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looked remarkably tapered. Thison€'s for cold-
water ear—it tastes lousy but the alternativeis
having your audio canal bored out likea roto-
rooter. And thisissupposed tofix giardia--and if
you think I swallowed beaver shitfor somekind
d high, you're crazy.

"Thisotherstuffisall over-thecounter.
That's 12-hour nose spray. It eats away your
sinuses, but it's better than humiliating yourself
by wearing noseplugson the river. And thisis
eyedrops. Youd have searched me for sureiif
you'd have seen my red eyesafter paddling all
day.And onanall-nightdriveto theput-in,you
need thesecaffeinepills. Hell—it's that or drink
Diet Cokeuntil your molarsfloat.

"And thislittletin—well, believeme,
there is al egitimateusefor Sex Wax when you're
paddling.”

After finishing my discourse, | fully
expectedtheinspectorto pat me on theshoul der,
wishmeapleasant weekend, and send meonmy
way.

But instead, he denied me enhance,
citing me as a potential substance abuser and
certainly a present threat to the public health.
Imagine, mel

Well, | learned my lesson.

First, | stopped at the duty-freestore
and picked upacased rea Molsons—thekind
they sell uptherewith doublethealcohol-and a
couplebottlesd Canadianwhiskey. | piledthem
upin plain sight on thefront seat.

Then| stripped my Patagucci threads
and slippedonasoiled T-shirt, oneadvertisinga
certainspray skirt proclaiming “Made With Only
TheFinest Rubbers™ Andusing.a sparequart of
motor oil, | anointed my head to duplicate that
threedayson theriverlook

Then | took a can opener—oned old
church-keytypes-and punchedafew neat trian-
gularholesinthemuffler. Andl emptiedabagd
cheese curls onto the front seat—then rubbed
theminto theupholstery.

Andfinaly, | found ahandy garbage
outsided a7-11, and emptied thecontentsonto
thefloor of thevehicle.

Forty milesup theborder wasanother
pointd entry. Andinan hour, | wasin Canada,
breezin' my way to theriver. The new inspector
gave me short shrift. He pegged me for just
another boater.

And as for the second drug-sniffin'
pig...

Wi, | figger he just didnt want to
squeal on oned hisown.



First made for video boats River
in Australia in 1986, the S has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A
great way for an experiencedriver runner to |
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fastin flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch

their limits,..hole punching and oy

& ...the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraft' _
i i NO HARD PARTS! —

We are committed to
2 premise that "heavy
duty does not mean

/ SHREDDER rolis
1

up into a compact

8" X 28"l The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES.....
** floor *¢ D-rings ** rope
*¢ splash screen == foot stirrups

Airtight Inflatables

SHREDDERS RAFTS

DARD NMODEL SPECS..... MATERFALS + ACCESSOX
* length = 12'4" < color = black
e width = 58" * weight = 35 -54 |bs 412 - 329, -p§8 6fg§u
* tube diameters available = 185", 20", 21" Box 36 Ohiopyle,

neoprene/nylon

ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $900 to $1250
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