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Don't look back.
There are places where it's just you and the river.
You've left your deadlines at the putin. Rush hour
gridlock has been replaced with tight drops.

The timeclack has given way to selit-second
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yvour Perceplion dealer today
at 1-800-KAYAK96, ext. 107.
Amazing river machines
avadable,

disk for & free cotalog
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The World
According to Bob

Dear Charlie Walbridge and
L ee Belknap: Members AWA
Safety Committee

| hear that sincel announcedto the
worldinthelast issuethat youwere
modifying and expandingthe AWA class
V rating that you have been deluged with
suggestionsand proposals. | know your
tentative plan isto make the new system
analogousto the onerock climbersuseto
rate thedifficulty of various routes.

I said in my Forum last month that |
thought you should rely on the opinions
d expert boaters who are currently pad-
dlingnear the edge in developing this
new system. | also acknowledged that
sincel hardly fit that description, that |
should keep my ideasregarding thismat-
ter to mysdlf.

But after givingthissome consider-
ation, I havechanged my mind. Afterall,
why shouldn't | put my two centsworth
into thesoup, likeeveryonee se?l may
not beasuicidal maniac, but I am, at
least, somewhat self destructive... and
that should count for something!

Besidesthe system | havedevisedis
incredibly simple... yet quite specificand
easy to use. I'm sureyou'll want to incor-
poratealot, if notall, of it into thefina
AWA product. Read onand seefor your-
salves...

50 Thesearetherapidsthat | know,
deepdowninside, arereally class|V, but
weregivenaclassV rating by an excit-
able guidebook author, tenor moreyears

American Whitewate

ago. Coliseum onthe Cheat, or Shoulder
Snapper on the Tygart, for example.

51 Theseareeasy classV rapidsthat
don't worry meany more... though
maybethey should, sincethey still man-
ageto knock meover about oneinten
times. Fillow Rock or Iron Ringonthe
Gauley,for instance.

52 Theseare rapidsthat makeme
nervous, but | still usually paddie, espe-
cialy if someonehasacamera. Svalow
Fallson the Top Yough, for example.

53 Thesearerapidsthat I run, but
only under specific circumstances. One,
thelevel must be just right and the sun
must beshining. Two, | haven't had sex
for at least aweek. Three, beautiful
women are watching. Pine Creek on the
Arkansas.

54 Thesearerapidsthat | haveonly
paddied once, and for a specificreason.
Likethefact that women in my party did
itfirst,and madeit look easy... Double
Undercut on the Lower Meadow. Or the
fact that the only other optionwasto
starveto death on the riverbank, because
there was no way to portage... Do or Die
onthe Middle Fork of the Feather.

55 Thesearerapidsthat | have been
thinking about running for years, but |
never seem to work up the nerve. (Some
times| dream about running them, and |
alwaysdo just fine!) BigSplat onthe Big
Sandy.

56 Thesearerapidsthat | would
surely paddle, if they didn't havea class
53 apﬁroach and arecirculating, under-
cut whirlpool at the bottom. Great Falls
o the Potomac.

5.7 Theseare rapidsthat probabl
wouldn't kill meif challenged them, but
they would almost surely begt the snot
out o me. (When| dream about running
them, | have nightmares!)

Tomko Fallson the Upper Blackwater.

58 Thesearerapidsthat | will almost
certainly never run, even though th
have been hand paddied by c?utsy and tal-
ented experts. Jacob's Ladder onthe N.
Fork of the Payette.

59 Thesearerapidswhose namesare
so horrible that | am quite sure| will
never attempt them, even though |
haven't even seenthem. Frankenstein on
the Green Narrows.

510 Thesearerapidswherel worry
about catching the eddiesto start the por-
tage, even though thoseeddiesare asbig
asfarm ponds. Home of Sweet Jesuson
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R LETTERS.... ... NG—

the Lower Meadow.

5.11 Thesearerapidssofrightening QHESTIUHS TF"F LHHEE

that | don't even liketo walk alongthem, LIABILITY

for fear | mightsipandfallin. The it?), thisdoesnot excusethetripleaders

Niagara Gorge. from ne?Iigenoe. Why any "experienced
) ) | Dear Bob, and wel qualified trip leaders”, would
_ 512 Thesearerapidsthat aresoin- H have put in theriver that day withanov-
timidatingthat | havetoclosemyeyes | | read withinterest the January-Feb- | ice paddler is beyond comprehension.
when someoneelserunsthem, evenona | ruary, 199 issued the AWA Journal. | | Thisobviouslywas negligenceon thetrip
video. TheFalsd theLittleRiver. noted, on page 22, the articledealingwith | leaders' part, and the college's for result-
. "Access' and thecomment dealingwith | ant vicariousliability for the paddling
5.13 Theserapidsare so awful that Trip Leader Liability. club's actionsand resulted in the case be
they evenscare Johnny Regan. Gorilla Unfortunately,theauthor of thear- | ingsettled.
on the Green Narrows. ticledid not comment on all of the de- Many clubsaretrying to get away
. . tails. from the"tripleader” connotationto that
5.14 Thesearerapidsthat Eric Jack- Thefacts, asl understand them,are | o "trip coordinator" and havingall club
sonsaysare worse than Gorilla Stair- that the participant inthisunfortunate | memberssignawaiver o liability. How-
way to Heaven on Bear Creek. drowning wasanovicepaddier,ayoung | ever, evenif this had beenin useinthe
i woman from Dartmouth College's Pad- present situation, the obviousnegligence
5.15 Theseare rapids so treacherous, dling Club. On the day of the incident, o the more experienced membersd the
so difficult, so downright mean and vi- the West River wasin flood stage from paddling club, wholead the victim, would
cious, that noone hasever attempted prior overnight heavy rain and run-off, In my oginionrender any waiver invalid
them. Nat even the brothers Snyder, or addingto the normal water releasefrom | and the college/club still be held liable
the brothers Keml!! ...222... (Theremust the Ball Mountain dam. for damages.
bea rapid somewherethey won't run, but Although an argument can bemade
right now | can't think of one!) concerningthe victim's possiblecon- Very truly yours.
, . tributory leigencefor paddlingon a Peter G. Wallace
So, there you haveit. Brilliant, huh? | river inflood stage, (wassheaware of Flushing, NY
| know my system might seem a bit
egocentric, but that's the beauty o it!

Rather than havingalot of dpeoplefi ht-
terated

ing over how arapid shoul rated, the
AWAclianjust Ie%eitall up;\o mebe

Infact, | would suggestthat | be given .
apositionastheOffic?al Rﬁ)id Rater for Per(—}e.ptlon
theorﬁanization. You coul sené:i r(;geall Horizon Line
over the country...expensespaid, ;
course.. to pass judgement on the diffi- Crap hite
culty o classV whitewater. Paddle

It will beatough job, but somebody
hasto dol
Let meknow what you think.

* Craphite dihedral blade
for a stiffer blade with
a lower swing weight

Sincerd * Redesigned backface

) and tip pulls smoothly
Bob Gedekoh through the water
: e Custom options
available at no charge:*
¢ Blade offset
[e— R R —— e Asymmetrical blade
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® Allow extra time

whitewater products N
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LETTERS
WELGOME

intotheir current issued

I think youaredoinga

great job. | especialyenjo
reading Forumand CarIJa)/

ENCOURAGEMENT

freshing to see such politi-
caly incorrect material get
published. Jonathan Katz al-
most changes my belief that
our civilizationisin decline.

Editor'snote: Glad you like
it. Mr. Katzhasa fewdetrac
tors, but a large cadreof loyal
followers, too. Weare proud to
featuyre Part 111of Jonathan's

Gary and I'm looking forward | Protect Fun! latest epicin thisissue.
Dear Bab, tothe article that Mike Sincerely,
| an embarrassed to ad- Seases friends goldenre- John Stormon
mitthat | am just now finding | triever will writeasareplace: Y akima, WA
the timeand money to join ment for Jonathan Katz. Or
AWA.. | redlizethat thisis better yet, take the pagesthat I

would have been wasted on
Kaiz and reprint theentire
Carla/Gary seriesfromthe

incredibly slack -but hey- I'm
also just getting around to get-
tingmy driverslicensethis

week. (It'sbeen expiredfor 2 beginning.
years)
AW. has becomethe best Keelp up the good work,
whitewater magazineout. It's Colleen Lafey
great for the boating commu- Fayetteville, WV

nity to haveaplaceto voice
opinionsand abtain informa
tion. Clay saysthat the ANV
magazineisthe only thing
certainto pacify'meon an ex-

KATZ IS KOOL! #%,
GET REAL WET

]Eend%d Ianltlj sur : ;1” dhmy Dear AWA,
riendswill be gladto hear | The Adventuresd the
will begetting my own sub- McBrideOmahabrain trust Smokestack Boatworks

164 Wildwood Avenue

provideagreat serviceto the | East Lansdowne, PA 19050
paddling community. It'sre- t 21502 -

scription. Now | will beable
tovisit themwithout diving

CENTER

NANTAHALA OQUTDOOR

WHITEWATER
CATALOG

River Rescve Clinic
iy 15-16
Le river rescue expert Charlie Walbridge bring you up to date on
the latest safety and rescue techniquesin this hands-on two-day
clinic. From accident prevention to aggressiveswimming and wad-
ing techniques, the focus is on low-tech effective rescues that can
save alife.

Play Boating Clinic
August 5-6
Rodeo champion Chris Speliuswill show you the techniques
behind such acrobatic moves as retendos, pirouettes, and enders
while helping hone your paddling skills
on class1II and IV whitewater. This two-
day clinic isfor advanced paddlers with
reliable rolls and go-for-it attitudes!

0ou%7%09%

PADDLING GEAR (% MORE!) FROM THE EXPERTS TrT. 1-800-532.7483
13077 HWY 19 WEST e BRYSON CITY, NC 28713 Charlemont, Massachusetts 01339 |
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The Cireast
l},nH-r.-ur Adventure Center

IN THE POCONOS

— LEARN WITH THE PROS ™

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements), ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all
included.

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day 5 on easy whitewater.

“ For MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYERI

I e |
WHITEWATER CHALLANGERS GUIDE SCHOOL

CALL US TODAY !
(717) 443-9532

Perception
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Spra]rikirt
* Premium 3mm
neoprene
* Heavy-duty big
rand... extends over
cockpit for increased

abrasion resistance
and a dry seal

 E—

¢ Bright webbing
grabloop
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KAYAKsS & GEAR
Official  Supplier of the U.S. Canw and Kayak Team

CaII 1 800 KAYAK% ext. 103 and ask your dealer for afree catalog
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AIRE uses
the latest technology and innovative design 1o build high

performance craft that are durable, compact,

and self hailing.

PUMA AIRE builds six
modelsof catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and

two sea kayaksin a variety of colors. AIRE leadsthe wey

in the industry and so should vou

LYNX

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOSE, ID 83703
(208) 344-7506 FAX (800) 701-AIRE

American Whitewater WR-0¢ May/June 1995



Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Ric Aiesch
14262 West Warren Place
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Washington,DC 20003
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P.O. Box 5212
Easely,SC 29641

Tom Christopher
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Leorninster, MA 01453

Brooke Drary
6049 34th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 981115

Bob Gedekoh
Box 228, RD 4
Elizabeth, PA 15037

Systems,
Patagonia,
I Extrasport,

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Creek,
Stohlquist,
North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

Silver

HEW and GAULEY GORGES

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On B55: Route 60, % Mile
East of US. 19 Intersection

Susan Wilson
14 Norwood Ave.
Asheville, NC 28804

Bob Glanville
66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

Joe Greiner
404 Stacy Street
Raleigh, NC 27607

Diana Holloran

Route 1, Box 90
Fairview Mountain Road
Reliance, TN 37369

Joe Pulliam
P.O. Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748

Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015

Swan Scheufele
2121 Ocean Street Ext.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Pete Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Road
West Sand Lake, NY 12196

Ron Stewart
PO. Box 1337
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Harmony,
Rapidstyle,

1-800-950-2585

Mac Thomten
228-1/2 12th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Bollvar PA 15923

Charlie Walbridge
230 Penllyn Pike
 Penllyn, PA 19422

FrEsi

Vice Pre5|dent Rick Alesch
Secretary: Charlie Walbridge
Treasurer: Jim Scott

Phvllis B. Horowitz. Executive Director

P.0. Box 85

Phoenicia, NY 12464

(914) 688-5569

Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director
Richard Hoffman, Access Program Director
1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Phone (301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121
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 river-tested at our

& Service You
Can Count On.

Cdl or writefor afree
catalog of products

paddling schooal.
(715) 882-5400

Whitewater
EEE N specialty

N3894 Hwy. 55
White Lake, WI 54491

Perception
Wave PFD

® USCC approved

e Specially designed
for paddlers

e Huge armholes
for unrestricted
movement

e Angled zipper
for comfortable
and secure fit

e Knife patch

* Variety of color
combinations

]
P ®
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KAYAKs & GEAR
Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoeand Kayak Team

Call 1-800-KAYAK% ext. 102 and ask your dealer for a free catalog
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Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our missionisto
conserve and restore
America's whitewater
resources and to
enhance opportunities

to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA) isanational organization witha
membershipconsisting d thousands of
individual whitewater boatingenthusi-
asts, and morethan 100 local paddling
clubaffiliates.

river

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acompletenational inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishes informationon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetolocal groups, workswith gov-
ernment agenciesand other river users,
and- when necessary-- takeslegal action
topreventriver abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: Toassure publicac-
cessto whitewater rivers pursuant to the
guidelinespublished initsofficial Access
Policy, AWA arrangesfor river access
through privatelands by negotiationor
purchase, seeksto protect the right of
public Easageon al riversand streams
naviganleby kayak or canoe, resistsun-
justified restrictions on government
managed whitewater riversand works
with government agenciesand other
river usersto achievethesegods.

EDUCATION: Through publicationd
the bi-monthly magazine,and by other
means, American Whitewater, ( AWA)
providesinformationand education
about whitewaterrivers, boatingsafety,
techniqueand equipment.

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling

PURPOSE....... I

safely, publishesreports on whitewater
accidents, maintains a uniform national
ranking systemfor whitewater rivers
(thelnternational Scaed Whitewater
Difficulty)and publishesand dissemi-
nates the internationally recognized
AWA Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalstoraise
fundsfor river conservation,including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodenin Tennes:
see, the Gauley River Festival in West
Virginia(thelargest gatheringd

whitewater boatersin the nation), the Ar-

kansas River Festival in Colorado, the
Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfidd Festival in Massachusetts.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis
souri non-profit corporationlawsin 1961
and maintains its principa mailingad-
dressat P.O. Bax 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464,
(914) 68356689. AWA istax exempt under
chcdti on501(c) (3)  the Internal Revenue

e

Plus--every

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes | wantto join the AWA and receivea subscriptionto American Whitewater. I've enclosed my taxdeductible

contribution

$20.00($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserveour whitewater resources and promote river safety.

hfF e

Address

—
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| would liketo make an additional contributionto AWA’s Whitewater Defense Proj ect asindicated bel ow.

AWA membership dues......
WDP contribution.....ccoooveceecereneriennnas $—
Total amount 3

Yl by A W ";_ 1*.L) |'!|I X

American Whitewater

..$20.00

5 1'hoenicia, MY

May/June 1995

| would beinterested in workingasan AWA volunteer.
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CONSERVE .

Ocoee River

by AWA Staff

n thelast few Journals, several of our
readers have commented on the
AWA’s position regarding the Upper

Ocoee and thefuture Olympic Courseon

thisriver. Todate, the AWA hastaken no

organizational positionon thisissue.

The debate about the present and fu-
tured the Ocoee River is, at the heart of
the matter, onedf philosopy. A debate
about stream bed modification;economic
development; how we envision thefuture
o whitewater paddling. For some, the
creation o a permanent slalom racing
sitefor the ‘96 Olympicsisachancetore
storeariver bed that isdewatered for
most of thee?/ear, a chance to promoteeco-
nomicdevel opmentin adepr
county in east Tennessee. For others, itis
another insult inalonglist of manmade
intusionsinthearea

Fromanational perspective,issues
becomeeven more complex. Certainly,
AWA promotesthe growth of whitewater
recreation through our festivalsand edu-
cational efforts. There should be no
doubt that (for better and for worse) the
Olympicswill increase publicawareness
o our Sﬁort, and increase participation.
Throughour effortsin the hydropower
relicensing process, we have been ableto
demonstratethe importanced down-
stream recreation to decisionmakers. On
the Black (NY), Gauley (WV) and Kern
Rivers(CA) to nameafew, wediscussthe
valued recreational boatingin economic
terms. On the other hand, we are against
human modificationsto river systems
(includingdams) that are economically
and environmentally unsound. (For ex-
ample, seethearticleinthisissue on the
Proposed ArmP/ Corpsd Engineersdams

or the Russdll Fork, Cheat and Tygart

Rivers.)

But the issue o streambed modifice
tionisasoextremely complex. Isit o.k.
tomodify arapid for "safety" reasons, for
exampleremovingthe pinning rocksat
the Gauley'sInitiation(w.v.) or fillingin
the holeat the base of NantahalaFalls
(N.C)?But wheredo we draw theline?
We certainly can't eliminate every dan-
gerousfeature on ariver; people who
want arisk freeenvironment should go
to Disney World instead of areal flesh
and bloodriver. If itiso.k. to modify a
rapid, then why not a stream channel,

R i

Stream Bed Modification, Upper Ocoee River, Tennessee; Photo by John Anderson

likethe upper Ocoee. And how arethese
actionsdistinguishedfrom blowing upa
""dangerous" rapid, such as Quartzite
Fallson Arizonas Salt River. We should
also remember that stream bed modifica
tionisanatural process: therapidsin the
Ocoee were modified during the spring
flood o '90, making Hell Holea better
play spot. If nature changesrapids, then
why not humans?

While AWA has not taken an officia
position,we believethat the Journal is
an excdllentformat for discussionona
topicd interest to all paddlers. AWA has
received and gathered commentsand | et-
tersfrom peoPIewho are engaged in
theseissues, from loca paddlersand out-
fitters, to plannerswhoare playing anin-
tegral rolein the development o thissite.
We hoPethaI publishingthese comments
will alow our readersto view the differ-
ent perspectiveson thisissue. Ween-
courageothersto present their opinions
inthefuture.

On July 26 and 28, 1996, the upper
Ocoee River in east Tennessee will host
a whitewater slalom event during the

| ‘96 Olympics in Atlanta. In order to
reach this decision, event planners
conducted many studies to determine
the feasibility of this concept. In 7991,
the State of Tennessee determined that
this event and facilities would generate
over $60 million in revenue to the region
over 5years from an initial investment
of $70 to $15 million. In addition, a two
year Environmental Impact Statement
concluded that the environment along
the Ocoee River can supportan
Olympic Event with minimal impact to
the natural resources.

American Whitewaterv. May/June 1995




CONSERVATION

Totheeditor,

I would liketo makea comment regarding the racecourseon
the upper Ocoee While | realizethat | amopening myself to mas-
sivecriticism, | fed that it isironic that the AWA, which doesan
unbelievable job of saving and preservingour rivers, seemsto
sanction thedestruction of the Upper Ocoee, Why destro%/a Preat
section of river at taxpayersexpense when there isaperfectly
%god r un downstream. Theender spot " slamdunk™ will

destroyed, along with threeor four other great rapids, to bere
placed by what —poured concreteand rebar? Remember: noneof
thisis “free.” Someonehasto pay...i.e. US. S
~ TheJohn Maynard Keynesargument isthat it will bring in
jobs—sureit will, but what will those workersdo after its
completion..beraft guides? | amintotal agreement withan ear-
lier writer to AWA who stated, "\We private boatershave got tore-

alizethat raft companiesarenot our allies." It ssemshardly coin-

cidental that much of theadvocacy for the racecourseseemsto
comefromBryson City, N.C. Could it bethat a certain raft com
pany or coalifion of raft companieswould liketo have a new river
to exploit and/or commer cialize? The double standard isclear—
river destruction for damsisbad, but river destruction for race
coursesisgood?What kind of twisted logicisthat?Call me what
you will, but Ipredict in 5years, the upper Owee will suffer from
the same overcrowding that the downstream section has.

S ncer\ell\y.
Name Withheld by Request

S

We have what you're
lookingf o r..

Whatever it is, you'll find it in our 88-page color catalog,
which is the biggest and most comprehensive
in the whitewater business.

We are Whitewater Raft specialists,
but we're also paddlers, and we carry the best names
in the business. Cdl or writefor your copy o
THE Whitewater Cataog

AWA Responds.

Aswe mentioned i n the introduction to these articles, the
AWA has not been involvedin either the planning or develop-
ment stagesd the % Olympicson the Ocoee.

NOC Responds:

by Bunny Johns, President, Nantahala Outdoor Center

The NantahalaOutdoor Center éNOC) would liketo make
the following commentswith regard to theletter regarding the
Upper Ocoeerace course.

NOC has supported the Ocoeeasasite for the 1996 Olympic
dalomevent. Wetook part i nthelong processwhichled the
Stated Tennesseeto agreeto host the event and inthelong
public processwhich led to the devel opmentand implementa
tiond the current planfor the race courseon the Upper Ocoee.
Wethink the Olympic presencewill be great exposurefor
whitewater sport (including rafting) and an impetusfor long
term rural economicdevelopment in the Ocoeeregion.

We now know we were naive about what the project would
cost. Whilethe event could have been held at alesser cogt, the
standardsfor beingan Olympic venue are high and that makes
the price tag higher. Even so, we till feel the event will havea
positiveimpact on the Ocoeearea, the peopled thearea, and
whitewater|lovers.

The Upper Ocoee does not currently haveregular water re-
leases. Development o the race course has generated interest
inthe possibility o having recreational rel easesfor thisstretch

o river. Thesereleasescould
doagreat ded tospread river
useover twosectionsd river,
providingalesscrowded river
experiencefor al.

Thefutureused the Up-
per Ocoeeisstill an open

uestion. The USFSwill go
through ascoping processto
determinetheissues, the use
aternatives, and then com+
pletean environmental as
sessment. Thepublicisin-
vited and encouraged to be
part o this process. This pro-
cesswill providea framework
whereeveryonecan provide
input. It can also bean oppor-
tunity for private boaters, out-
fittersand othersto work to-
gether in shapi n% afuture
that appealstoall d us. This
may not be easy both there-
sultswill bewdl worththe
energy wed| putintothepro-
cesssowecanend upwith the
opportunity for quality recre-
ational experiencesfor avari-
ety o users.

\We believeprivate boaters
and rafting companiescon-
tinue to have morein com
mon that we haveareasd dis-
agreement. Weall appreciate

OUuUTFI

TTERS

P.O. Box 200. Springfield, GR 97477 ¢ 1-800-223-RAFT (7238)

and enjoy river resources, for
work and play, and weall
share a genuine concernfor
maintai ning and enhancing
the quality o experienceand

.-lmcr.‘.::u:ﬁ'.f:.uemu:v Moy/Tume 1982



the natural environment of our rivers. We hopethis base of
common concern will pushall of usto deal with the areas/is-
sues where we havediffering positions.

Seeyouontheriver,
Bunny Johns

The Ocoee River Project

by John Anderson

or thethird timein history whitewater slalom will bein
luded i n the summer Olympics, but for thefirst timeit

will beheld onanatural river. Well almost a natural
river. For the Atlanta Olympics, the whitewater events will be
on themodified bed of the Ocoee River i n southeast Tennessee.
For its two previous Olympicappearances, whitewater slalom
was held on completely artificial rivers: near Munich, Ger-
many, in 1972 and laSeu d’Urgell, Spain in 1992. The Ocoee
River, a popular whitewater run just two hours north of At-
lanta, will return the whitewater event toitsorigins- tumbling
mountain streamsin the midst of wilderness.

I'n 1992 when the Ocoee River wasformally selected asthe
Olympicsite, it was hoped that the events could be held at the
beginning of the popular whitewater run just below Ocoeedam
number 2. However, the reality of hosting an event of this mag-
nitude within thisnarrow river valley with only atwolane road
beganto set in, and thissite wasabandoned i nfavor of an up-
stream site which had more room.

Thenew siteislocated on the upper OcoeeRiver, twomiles
upriver o thecurrent put-in, near the point where highway 64
enterstheriver valey. At thissitethereismore roomto hold
an event but theriver lacks the punch of a world classrapid -
mainly becauseit issowide. Sothe decision was madeto con-
strict theriver to create aworld classrace course. The side ben-
efitsof thiseffort would be the opening of a presently de-wa-
tered section of the Ocoee River to recreation, aswell aseco-
nomic development inarather depressed corner of Tennessee.

The U.S. Forest Service began an environmental impact
study to determine the effect on the natural environment of the
sitein November 1992. Public meetings were held, a scope of
study wasdrafted and finally, four alternative plans were devel-
OF . Thealternatives had to accommodatea three day event
plustraining timeleading up totheevent, and of coursetheme-
dia, spectators, and various services- not an easy task at all con-
sideringthesite did not have so much asasingle phoneline.
The plansranged i n scopefrom fully temporary facilities- in-
cluding temporary rock leveesto constraintheriver tofully
permanent facilities. Therewasalsoa'no action" alternativeto
useasabaselinemeasure. Intheend, amiddle ground ap-
proach was selected with some permanent facilitiessuch asthe
new banksof the channel and sometemporary facilities, such as
mediatrailers, officialstents, and thelike.

| becameinterested in the Ocoee ecPrOj ect when | heard that
the alternativeswere to bedevel opedfor the Environmental Im-
pact Statement. Even though the project involvedal ar?e scale
Intervention ina natural river, the decision to get involved was
not a hard one to make. Here wasan opportunity getinvolvedin
something where recreation wasin thedriversseat and |
wanted to make sure that someonewith aracing and recre-
atihc‘)aréal paddling background at | east got achance to hold the
wheel.

Thetimeisright for the upper Ocoee River. The popular
lower Ocoeesaw nearly 200,000visitors per year (private boat-
ersand raft customers) and isnearly at capacity. The water
quality hasimproved noticeably since the rotten egg-smelling
acid minerun off from the 1970’s, and since the demise of copper

Presenis

Whitewater Dancer |

Thisvideohasit all' Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds. Rodeos,
Hotwave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of special interesttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.
Highlights of the Grand Canyon ‘80

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre
All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Flstereo 49 Min.
To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:
SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022,2031693-8750

"HARDCORE! "
Whitewater Videos A
from '%gil'?

Gently Video Productions

Vertical Addiction - NEW! Alook a the addiction to
whitewater through the eyesof expert cresk boaters. Features
three creeksfalling at between 600 and 800 feet per mile.
Kayaksand canoes. 45 minutes.............. $26.95.

PLUNGE! - Fantastic paddlingon some of the South'smost
extremesteep creeks. FeaturesLittle River Canyon, Bear
Creek, Cullasaja, and Horsgpagure. Also, 50foot Little River
Canyon Falls. Kayaks 45 minutes............ $26.95.

Southern Fried Creekin' - Aclassic. Explore someof the
wildest creekin' in the South with someof the country's best
paddlers. Features Watauga, Horsepasture, Overflow, and

Mysery Cresk with 50-fi Coon Dog Falls. 45 minutes. $26.95

Green Summer - Steep creekin' on the Narrowsof the
Green. 500 fpm! 20 MiNULES......ccovrvrveeinene $21.95.

Send the priceindicated plus $3 shippingto: Gentry Video
Productions, 646 Deer Cresk Trail, Hoschton, GA 30548.
Call or fax ordersto (706) 654-2725.
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mining, vegetation hasonce again taken
hold in the hillssurroundingthe upper
Ocoee. Yet thisfive milestretch of river
remained completely diverted for electric
power generation, except for flood con-
trol releases, when boaterswould enjoy
furtive pop-upsat Slam Dunk rapid.

The 1996 Olympic Gamesoffered the
impetus to re-water this neglected re-
sourcefor competitive boating - and rec-
reational traffic. Despite early misunder-
standing on the part of the commercial
raft outfitters concerning the user feeis
sues (brought about by public relations
bunglingon the part of Tennessee offi-
cials) it isclear that the upper Ocoee will
onceagain runfor the enjoyment of
behelmeted bi-pods.

How doesone go about "designing” a
whitewater rapid? First get the Tennes
see Valley Authority to commission a
huge1:10 scale model of theriver bottom
complete with running water. Then
spend a winter conducting testsinthe
model and selectively adding rocksto
constrain theflow and createjust the
right whitewater effects. This is not a
new idea. At Wausau, Wisconsin ane-
glected side channel of an urban river
was modified with thousands of hours of
volunteer labor and heavy equipment in
order to createa downtown whitewater
park.

At the Ocoeethe new whitewater
course was carefully routed along the
natural "line" of theriver, taking careto
preserve existing river featuressuch as
the pop up holeat Slam Dunk rapid. If the
quality of the whitewater isaccurately
portrayed i n the model then there will be
plenty of action to challenge the best rac-
ers. And there will besurfing spots-itis
likely that a new world-class whitewater
rodeorapid will emerge somewhere
within the new river channel. The ben-
efit of modelingevery changeinthe TVA
model wasthat the effectscould known
in advance of the actual construction.

Construction of the course beganin
November, 1994 and isto be completein
timefor the Pre-Olympic eventsthis Au-
gust. Natural river bouldersare being
used to create new river banks within the
existing river channel. Behind the veneer
of river rockswill bea supporting struc-
tured grouted limestone boulderswhich
will help resist washout by floods. The
new banks will beaslow as possibleto
minimizethe impact on theriver hydrol-
ogy. Thegreatest design challengeisto
createriver banksand terraces which
aretough enough to weather floods but
a so blend with the natural surround-
ings. The new banks should eventually
support anatural succession o riparian
plantssuch as native grassesand river
birch to soften the appearance of things.

Todistinguish thiseffort from the
usual engineered river projectsthe For-

est Service hasengagedthetalentsd the
Pickering Firm, a noted planning and
landscape architecturefirm of Memphis,
Tennessee; McLaughlin Water Engineers
of Denver, Colorado; Betts Engineering
Associates, civil engineers of Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee; TWH Architects, also
from Chattanooga; and myself, architect,
aformer slalom competitor, now turned
whitewater designer.

How will the project turn out? Stop
by next summer on your next trip to the
Ocoeeand decidefor yourself. Or take it
from fivetime world champion Jon
Lugbill whoremarked that "If theriveris
anything likethe model, it will be
stompin'."

(Editor'sNote: John Andersonis a
former U S team member and is currently
an architect for whitewater courses, in-
cluding the design of the Dickerson Race
Coursein Maryland.)

A highly entertaining,

WHITEWATER INSTRUCTION
VIDEOS

The Kayaker ‘s Edge

This fast paced instructional video unlocks the secrets behind basic
and advanced stroke technigues, smooth surfing and sidesurfing,
rolling and bracing. 58 minutes.

"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

Solo Playboating!
Inspiring instructional video packet with information for open canoeists.
43 minutes.
"Entertaining...super job of presenting technical points. Nicely
paced...fun to watch.” -Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Take the Wild Ride!

et instructional, look at the world's best
freestyle kayakers. Their aerial stunts are incredible to watch.

C-1 Challenge
Citizen Racer Workshop

inspriational, highly instructional.
onlv $19.95 each.

£
Weeping
Wall

by Bill Hay

Thewall stands, silent intheearly
dawn. Water seepsdown itsface, tears
for thevictims.

Just up theroad, thetall building
stands proud. A lonefigure opensthe
gatein the barbed wirefenceand enters
the grounds. He unlocks the heavy steel
door and entersthe structure. He putshis
lunch pail in hislocker, grabsa cup of
coffeefrom the automatic maker, and
headsfor the control room. There, facing
apanel o dialsand displays, he prepared

Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $29.95

€ + $4 shipping to: Kent Ford, Whitewater Instruction

Videos, 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 (303)259-
1361

each
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toturn onthe generators, preparesto add
adrop of power totheworld's gullet, to
feedits restlessenerg%/.

Uptheroad evenfurther, ared glow
lightsup theearly morningsky. Theair
isred with dust ad trucksroar out of the
earthitself. Furnaces fumestothe
sky. Trees, sotentatively reestablished in
thetortured soil, wince.

Largetrucksroar downthe narrow
street, hauli n? goods past this placeto
more profitable markets. Alocal looks
up, grimaces at the noise, and returnsto
hiswork.

Atentcity stirstolife. Zippersare
zZipped, stovesarerattled, coffeeis
brewed, showersare taken, last night's
beer cans, carefully hidden from the
armed guards, are placedin trash bags.
Silently, agovernment employee, arro-
gant in his power, cruises, collecting
trash and taking note o potential viola
tors.

Downtheroad, abusisstarted. A
crowd of happy campers queuesat its
folding door, tittering nervously at the
adventure ahead. A local, aformer whis
key maker, checkstheair brakes before
opening the door to yet another day of
humdrum. Hethinks briefly of the
woman he met | ast night, the woman
from someplacein Michigan, shakeshis
head onceand attendsto hisduties.

The ghost of a seinefisherman passes
theweepingwall asthetrickleof tears
becomesatorrent.

Ancther day beginson the Ocoee—
the Harlem o Rivers.

It's a casestudy in contemporary
American decay, the Ocoeeis. From pris-
tine wilderness, to marginally productive
agrarian backwater, to mining boom
town, torural slum, togentrifiesvaca
tion wonderland, to whatever comes
next.

It started who knows how or when.
Perhapswhen some Indian casethefirst
stoneintheriver tore-direct theflow
and enhancefishing. Perhaps when the
first crude stonedamfor agrist mil was
built. Perhaps when theslag from the
first smelter wasdumped into the clear
waters. Perhapswhenthefirst fish dies
an unnatural death.

But, etiology aside, it isclear that the
big government project to savethe
covitesand provide cheap power for Ten-
nessee and the world wasamajor step in
the process. Well, TVA did provide cheap
Bower and factory jobsfor those whose

ottomland farms were flooded, whiskey
operations destroyed, and familiesdis-
persed to Chattanooga, Atlanta, and
wherever else. It also provided power for
the bureaucratsin Nashvilleand Wash-
ington. But did it do anything el se except
ruinabunch of good riversand acres
productive land?

Sure. It was progress. It wasthe

projecttoend all projects.
Then, just whentheformerly outra-
geoushad becomethe status quo, just

I when thelocals had adapted and moved

on to somefactory job and gotten alittle
john boat tofish onthelakesor inthe
poolsintheriversthat werestill there,
theminesfailed, theland died, the pools
silted in, thefish disappeared.

Theland becameascar visiblefrom
250,000 milesin spaceand little else.
Former mine workers moved away to
work someother vein. Former farmers
planted pitiful stand of scrub pineto hide
thegulliesinthered dirt. Former wives
and girlfriendslined up for Food Stamps
and AFDC checks. Former children
learned to steal and make whiskey again
and sell their bodiesand cadge a meal
and look pitiful and hustle.

Hopewas not |ost, though. Some-
one—not alocal, of course— discovered
that the Ocoeeisa pretty good ClassIIt
whitewater river and, o and behold, has
water most of the summer dueto power
generation. Gentrification reared its
well-groomed head as hordesof paddlers
form Atlanta, Chattanooga, Knoxville,
and everywhere el se made the Ocoee
their summer playground. They wanted
placesto sleep, a good cheap meal, and
gear.
Money was made, alittle hopewasre-
stored, the sun shone through thered
morning dust. And it wasn't too bad ei-
ther. Therewasa natural limiting fac-
tor—the skill and exertion required for
paddling. Inevitably, though, everyone
discovered that they could make money
from the Ocoee. Raftingwas born. Put as
many peopledowntheriver aspossible,
chargewhat the market will bear, damn
thetraffic, damn the noise, damn the dan-
ger, dam theriver.

Eventhelocasand bureaucrats
caught thefever. TVA joinedtherush
when managers realized that recre-
ational paddling could provide what their
pitiful little outdated hydro-€lectric gen-
erators could not provide—a power base
for their bureaucratic domain. Dams
wererevitaized, flumesrestored, man-
datesre-defined, releasesrescheduled,
and jobsrescued.

Localsrealized that they could sell
their whiskey, food, camping spots, bod-
ies, shuttles, and poorly runriver tripsto
just about anyone with a buck. And what
they couldn't sell, they could steal while

the suckers where safely away onthe
river.
The Ocoee becamethe great Ameri-

can River Dream, a money making ma-
chinefor everyone,

But it just wasn't enough, wasit? The
boondoggleto end al boon gggl%(until
the next boondoggle) just had to happen,
didn't it?The Olympicswere awarded to
Atlanta, that cesspool of overdevelop-
ment, and the Ocoeejust naturally be:

CONSERVATION

camethesitefor the whitewater competi-
tion.

Fine, great. The Ocoeeisanice, Class
III run. Continuous, lotsdf eddies, not
threatening. Just thetypedf riversracers
like. Besides, it's already ruined for real
river running. Convert it toaslaom
course. Haveaniceday.

Okay?Not onyour life. Theriver
isn't quite perfect. Besides, making it a
slalom course will hurt commercial raft-
ing. Businesswill suffer. Let's usethe
dry riverbed upstream. Fine, even better.
Atleast it will beariver again.

Still not enough?Let's build our own
river upthere. Let's maketherapids
manmade to suit our conception of what
paddling ought to belike in a perfect
world, onewhere nature hasno part. It'll
haveeasy, showy, saferapids, drops de
signed so that racing boats can demon-
strate their useless moves. Well cut
downall those obstructing trees and
moveall those inconvenient rocks so we
can havelots o grandstand space, lotsdf
room for vendors, lotsdf facilities, room
for the media, thetraffic, thefans, the
hucksters.

Why not?The placeis for noth-
ing elsenow. It's been exploited since
time immemorial. The natives won't
care. Theriver isdead. Well all get rich.

It'll beasight to behold. It'll be bigger
thantheQJtrial. It'll put Eastern Ten-
nessee back on the map. Who would dare
stand i nour way?

Whoindeed?Well just pack up our
paddles and find another river toenjoy.
The New? No, it's long gone. The Pigeon?
Hold you nose. The Yough?You've got to
bekidding. The Grand Canyon?The heli-
copterswill get you. TheMiddle Fork?
Only in designated campgrounds. The
Russell Fork?Watch out for rafts. The
Lehigh?Watchout for everything. The
Kennebec?Only if you pay to put on. The
Upper Y ough?Watch out for gunfire.

Like any slum, the Ocoeecan beres-
cued, not toitsformer self, but to become
amonument to somenew greed and folly.
What wereally need down thereisnot a
man-made slalom course, not grand-
stands., not TV and world-widecoverage,
not more rafts, not the Olympics. What
weneed isto paint that dam wall black
and etch onitsfacethe names of al the
riversalready sacrificed to our greed and
foolishness. Then, every morning when
thedam's trickled tears becomesator-
rent, the Ocoeewill cry for all of itssister
rivers.

Etch thenamesinsmall print,
tEOllJ_gh, so wewill have roomto add to
thelist.

(Editor's Note: Bill Hay isthe Editor of
Real Sport, a quarterlypublication that
focuses on outdoor sports in the South-
east.)
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Some Thoughts on Misconceptions about
the Ocoee River Project

by Paul Wright, Project Director, USDA
Forest Service, Cherokee National Forest

First, the modification o the upper
Ocoee do not constitute " destruction”.
The USFSand TVA completed alengthy
EISin1994, concludingthat alteration o
theriver for useasawhitewater racing
and training site wasan acceptable com
mitment of the resource. Perhapsthe
great paradox of the Ocoeeisthat acen-
tury of human and environmental abuse
created asetting that would allow this
reach o river to be adapted for human
recreational use. Theirfield analysis
foundthat nolifeof any formexistedin
the sterile waterway, although water
quality hasreturned to acceptablelevels.

Second, thelower Ocoeeisindeed an
excellent whitewater course...as aquar-
ter-million raft customersper year can
testify. However, for better or worse,
OI?/mpiccompetiti onismuchmorethan
holdingarace. Itisnot onI%/ the peak ex-
periencefor anamateur athlete...it aso
represents aforum to showcasethe sport
toaglobal audience. Olympicstandards,
in this case, included provisionsfor some
15000 spectators, athletes, officials, and
mediato be present onthesite. Experi-
enceon thelower Ocoee has shownthat a
few hundred peopleattempting to watcha
raceliterally shut downtherest o the
world...including closure d the highw
aswell assuspension of the commerci
and recreational paddlingactivities. The
selected site on the upper Ocoee hasnone
o these drawbacks.

Third, the whitewater designteam
that has been charged with developing
the upper river isworking with the natu-
ral features o theriver bed to createan
enhanced 525-meter run, with"Sam
Dunk” asoned the jewelsto be pre-
served. Infact, no excavation of the com-
petitivechannel iscaledfor inthede
sign. The design philosophy has beento
"tune" the avail ablewater flows (1200-
1800 cfs)totheexistingfeaturesin the
river. Thewell-known rapids will still be
there...and others have been enhanced by
carefullyfocusingthe water withthere-
located river banks. Saom athletes and
coaches, freestyleenthusiasts, wildwater
experts, and recreational paddlershave
all had a hand in developingand critiqu-
ing the courselayout. The construction
methods being used to create the new
river banksemphasizethe use d native
rock.. From all outwardappearances, the
"new" river will belargely indistinguish-
ablefromthe"old." However,toensure
that thisinvestment doesn't get swept
away in the nextflood, hydraulicenﬁ;i-
neers havedevelopedastructural solu-
tion that includeshi %h-strength concrete
grout, which bondsthe rocksto each
other, aswedl asthe bedrock of theriver
bed. They have also cdled for several
steel-reinforced shear wallsto be embed-
ded intheriver bankswhereabrupt jut-
outsare cdled tofocuswater on mid-
stream hydraulics, or to crate pull-out
eddiesor self-rescue poals.

The Forest Service, TennesseeVdley
Authority, and State of Tennesseeagreed
tojointly pursuethis project - not be

causethey are bigfansdo whitewater
Baddl esport - but becaused the economic

enefitsthat it will produce. Theinitial
benefits, estimated at over $60million
through the Olympics, do indeed comein
large part form construction, and the
ripple effect that "imported" construc-
tion dollars create. But the peopled of the
Ocoeeregion, long dependent on their
natural resources for economic well-be-
ing, seethelasting valued the Ocoee
Whitewater Center in itscontinued use
as North America's premier whitewater
course. Whilethe responsibleagencies
have yet to completetheir plansfor fu-
turemanagement of thesite, rest assured
that one of the biggest decisionfactors
will bethe economic benefitsto thelocal
communities. Whether or not commer-
cial used the upper Ocoeeiseven viable
isopen to question. Thisoption did not
instigate the devel opment of the
whitewater center, nor will it betheonly
factor in determining itsfuture.

From AWA’s perspective,l seeno
doublestandard at work here. Thereare
noforegoneoptionsfor used theriver. If
anything, afivemilereach o river that
has been de-watered for over fifty years
for hydro-el ectric power generation may
someday seeregular flowsagainasare-
sult of modifying1500feet of its banks.
For paddlersthat have beenriskinglife
and limb, sharing the congested watersof
thelower Ocoee may becomea thing of
the past. Familiesthat havelongedto
sunbathein peacearound the BlueHadle
may find a new sensed security and
cleanlinessthere. Thedevelopmentd the
Ocoee Whitewater Center for multi-pur-
pose water play and sport useinagood
exampled optimizingour preciousnatu-
ral resources...so that the resourcesen-
dure, and people's qudity o lifeinen
hanced.

Excer ptsfrom a speech made by Daniel P. Beard,
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation at the National
Audubon Society Annual Meeting

Kearney, Nebraska, March 18,

I'm used to speaking before groups
wherethey waveat me— usually with
onefinger pointedupin theair. Itreally
isniceto speak beforea group wherethey
waveusingall fivefingers.

TheBureau o Reclamation....now
recognizesthat thedam buildingerain
the United Statesisover.

Publicand political support for large,
traditional water projectsno longer ex-
ists. Theopportunity for new large
projectsin thefutureisextremely re-
mote, if not non-existent.

Our futureliesinour ability tolink
the social, economic, and environmental
elementsd integrated resources manage-
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ment. We must initiate innovativeap-
proachesusing new techniquesto
achieve' sustainablewater resource
management.”

When| spokeat Asilomar, it wasob-
viouswe needed to changeand change
quickly. Andwehave. I'mthrilledtore-
port tonight that the organi zational gods
| describeda year ago have been met.
Unfortunately,the broader godsthat we
share asenvironmentalists have not
been met in many cases— and areinfact
under unprecedented assault.

The changesweve madeat Reclama
tionin thelast 22 monthsare nothing
short of spectacular. Wehave
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downsized, right-sized, refocused, em-
ﬁowered, delegated, and reorganized. It

asn't been easy, it hasn't been pretty,
and it hasn't been fun.

But theleadership of the Bureau,
most of whom are heretonight, are con-
vinced that these changeswerevital.
Even though we're not done, we're proud
o what weve accomplishedand we're ex-
cited about thefuture.

— Inthelast twoyears, weve cut our
It_)udget by ten percent, or some$90 mil-

ion.

— Weve reduced our workforcefrom
8100t06,600in lessthan two yearsand
havesigned buyout agreementswith 700
moreworkers. Thiswill amounttoa 2
percent workforcereductionat an esti-
mated annual savingsdf morethan $100
million.

— Wevereviewedevery interna
regulation we have — a bureaucratic



thicket which stands10feet high. Two
feet d theregulationswereimmediately
trashed (actually recycled). Theremain-
der — nearly 8ft. — will bereducedto
about six inchesdf guidelines, not regula
tions.

—Weve reduced a seven-tiered deci-
sion-makingstructure. Now thereare
only two, or at most three, levelsd au-
thority possibleon any decision. To
show we were seriousabout del egating
authority, | took the unusual step of abol-
ishing the seven highest positionsin the
agency. _

But what most worriesme—and
hereiswherel want to switchgears—
what concernsme isthat so many inthe
environmental movementtoday seem to
be so discouraged.

People were dispirited and dejected
about the lack of environmental progress
in thelast Congress.

And now they arefearful,almost cow-
ering, about assaults on the environment
in the current Congress.

Mmty environmentalists seem tobe
longingfor the good old days. Asif we
had now entered the nostalgic twilight of
the movement'shalcyon days. Asif the
tremendousgainsof thelast thirty years
cannot be sustained or improved.

Weseemto beat alow ebb. Akind of
Passi ve, palms-up, nonchalancehasin-

ected many people.

Many environmentalists seem will-
ing to shrug their shouldersand retreat
at thefirst hint of controversy. Their
passionfor clean water, clean air, pro-
tected species,and other goasseemsto
be withering under the bravadocoming
from Washington, D.C.

Well, speaking for mysdlf, | rgject this
attitude.

The problemsthat sparked theenvi-
ronmental movement thirty yearsago
still existtoday. Andthevaluesthat led
you and metofight so hard to solvethose
problemsstill burns within our hearts
and the hearts of millionsd Americans.

| for oneam not about to turn my
back on my commitmentto solvingenvi-
ronmental problems. | have spent my en-
tire professionallifefightingto solve
these problems. I'm not about to aban-
don my beliefs becaused oneelection.

I'm not ablind zealot,or an "' Earth
Firster." | believethere's aneedtofind
solutionsto problemsthat are sensitive
to the environment, alowfor a healthy
economy, and protect individual rights.

Sure, | think there are somelessons
to belearned from recent developments
in environmental policy. Afew o these
might include—

- Giveasmuch attention totheimple
mentation o existing laws, astotheen-
actment of new ones. In other words,
keep an eyeon the executiveaswell as
thelegislativebranches d our govern-
ment. |nmany cases, theadministrative
discretion under current law isbroad

enoughto accomplish much good, if the
agency officia sare made aware d strong
publicsupport.

- Don't judgethe successd programs
by the perceived anguish o traditional
adversaries. Although complete consen-
suson environmental issuesisseldom
obtained. nroposed solutionsthat leave
significant interests seriously aggrieved
mas be sowing the seedsdf unavoidable
backlash. The most effectiveadvocates
arethosewholisten carefully to their
woul d-beolgponents and find waysto
deal with their legitimateconcerns.

- Build stronglocal organizations.
Effective volunteer action does not come
easily for most people. All o you here
understand only too well that public par-
ticipation and environmental adv
involvesnightsand weekendsaway from
families, sometimeson issuesthat canre-
main heated for monthsor even years.
Oned the most important contributions
that national environmental organiza
tions can makeistheinvestmentin skill-
buildingat thelocd leve, totranslatethe
latent environmental valuesd the
Americanpeopleinto an effectivevoice
on the Main Streetsand i n the State Capi-
tolsall acrossthe country.

Now weall know that there isa new
cadreof anti-environmentalistsin Wagh
ington, eager tostrike whilethey per-
celvetheiron to be hot. They have been
;a};endi ngtheir dayshuffing and puffing

out the "mandate’" they've gottenfor
attacking the environment. " The people
havespoken," they say, "itstimetore-
eal all these burdensomelawsand regu-
ations."

Many intheenvironmental commu-
nity seem morethan willingto sit back
and let anti-environmentalistsspin their
"repeal" record asif it werethe most
popular song in the country.

Three recent national pollsprove
what weall know: Thevast mgority of
Americanssupport strong environmental
lawsand they don't want them weakened.

For example, 60 percent o Americans
say that regulationsto protect endan-
gered species havenot gonefar enough.
That's right, | said: "havenot gonefar
enough!*

Only 4 percentd Americansbdieve
that government has goneoverboard in
protectingwater quality.

way d comparison, 8 percent of
Americansstill think Elvisisalive.

Just this week the House of Represen-
tatives moved to underminesomed the
most important environmental legisla
tiond thelast quarter century. The
Housegutted key-emissionscontrol pro-

ramsunder the Clean Air Act, stripped

undingfor endangered specieslistings
and protection programs, and mandated
large timber salvaging whichthreatens
the health o wildlifeand streams.

Earlier thismonth, the House
"takings" legidationwhichwould re-
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quire the government to compensateland
ownersunder along seriesd scenarios
in which such ownersare merely comply-
ing with basic environmental law. Fur-
thermore, it provided that farmers,
ranchers and others whoreceivefedera
subsidies, such ascheap water, must be
compensated by the government if they
are asked at somefuture dateto pay the
market priceof the subsidies. That pro-
visionsgives"takings" an entirely new
meaning—it isthe taxpayer whoisbeing
taken.

All of these changesgreatly concern
me--as| know they do you.

My pleatonight isto urge you and ev-
eryone€ sein the environmental commu-
nity to get up off themat. Dont let the
bravado o afew peoplelead you to aban-
don what weve fought so hard to
achieve.

TheEndangered SpeciesAct, the
Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and
other environmental lawsdon't need to
be repealed. And weshouldn't et it hap-

en.
P They need to beadministeredina
fair and effectivemanner.

Let'sstopthedefeatisttalk. Let'sroll
upour sleevesand get to work.

| recognizethereisalot o gray hair
— including mine— inthisroom. | real-
izeyou probablyfed likeme. I've done
thi sonce before, why do| havetodoit

ain~

Well, theanswer is.. . wemust.
There istoo muchat stake.

Wedon't havetodoitdl ourselves,
or doit theway it wasdonein the 1960s
or 1970s

Much o thefutureleadership must
comefromthelocal level, not the na
tional level. Washingtonneedsto estab-
lish and maintain many vital environ-
mental lawsand regulations.

But evenas Americanssay they are
as committedto environment, we must
acknowledgea desireon their part to see
morelocal control over many issues.

And that may bethe next stepin the
environmental movement. Theold Earth
Day adage" Think globally, act locally"
has never been moreon-target.

Besidesworking closer to the prob-
lem at hand, local level support estab-
lishesatrust that government agencies
can never duplicate.

Think about it. How did theenviron-
mental movement get started in thefirst
place?

ggdamm iN10,000 placesat once. In
bigand smdl townsall acrass America, when
people started redlizing we were putting our
greatest natural resourcesand public hedlth

in eog g
. Ti (ejnyvironmentd vauesyouand|
shareare under assaullt.

Now isnat thetimefor retreat. Itistime
for ustostand up, dust ourselvesoff, and en
ter thefray again.

| urgeyou..join meinthiscrucid beffle
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tual carnagefest whereyour best betisright upthegutto
take your medicine..sorta.

There are several different put-in optionsfor the
lowerstretch. One candideintotheriverat theconfluence
d Fly Creek, wherethebridgecrossesover headordrive
uptheroadanother miletotheseallaunch. | recommend
taking the latter option but be careful. few things are
harsher than watching your buddies gat plastered as
they over rotate df o the 18 ledge. It's worth it. Just
downstreamyou'll get afacefull at thefirst significant
drop, Final Exam or Entrance Exam, depending on
what section of river %our navigating. Check thisone
out fromtheroad on theway tothe put-in, some joker
decidedtojoy rideajunker off thediff. | wouldhateto

see someone miss the move and end up playing me

chanic whilesurfing the holeonriver |eft.
For thenext mileor sotheriver movesthrough secontigrowti forest

tainted with standsd Alder. If offersenjoyableClasslI-II rapidswith plenty o
play spotsfor those wishing to get loose before the real fun begins. A huge
waterfall cascades100feet offacanyonwall onriverleft andlarge, ancient trees
begin to appear morefrequently. The river becomesmore intimate and soon
Kour inthe eddy abovethefirst dropin thecanyon section. Thisseriesd drops

asan intimidating feel as you stare down river, so take your time, scout and
portageif necessary. The canyon changesdramatically with differentflows. At
low water, theledgesare very defined, as are the undercuts. At medium flows,
things get alittle moreexcitingand the holesbeginto churn. At highflows, the
canyon bekickin’ someserious booty.

The high bridge over head marks Terminator rapids. Entering this
drop, you must qui ckle/deci dewhether youwant to catchtheeddy ontheright or
power on through. If your not committed to your move your liable to get
chundered..thus the name. At high water, | would seriously consider aportage. |
won't bementioning any names, but onedf our Easternfriends probedtheholein
a rather uncomfortable position. Add another notch on to that wooden paddie!
Afterafew moreinteresting drops, oneenters the Thrasher series.

PreludetoThrasher hasitall: wood, nasty reversal sandat low water,abonafide

pin spot (theauthor speaksfromexperience). Thereareseveral linesthrough and
withalittle carel' msureyou'll do just fine. Thrasher isthe ultimate boof move.

Withenoughwater, thesound of plastichitting water
issosweet! Take
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acouplehundred cfs.away and I'll bewal king. A number of people havefound
out the hard way why wecall thisdrop Thrasher.
That's it for the easy stuff, now onward toward thefalls. A quarter
miled beautiful, boulder-choked Class Nl leadsyou right up tothebrink of
Big Falls. Thisdrop hasa reputation o being big, ugly and...friendly. It's
al so becomingfamous(featuredin thenew Dagger catal og). Lookingdown
- intothefrothy maelstromfor thefirst timeall | could think about washig
drop, big hole, double undercut and lame portage. Sincethat time | have
seen and heard of peopletaking every conceivableline through that bad
boy with only a minor amount of scrapes and bruises resulting. At low
water, thefallshasthe perfect boof ledge, soif your idead funislanding

flat off of 18", giveitawhirl. At high water well...your gonnahavetotake
your medicine.

FollowingBigFallsaremoreboul dergardenledgedropswhich
takeyoutothelip d Champaign. Thefirst inadoubleset of waterfalls,
Champaignisfine. It hasabeautifullaunching padand afoamylanding.
Unfortunately, river right isno optionat all. It dropsintoa churning
cauldron shaped like an upstream horseshoe. It's a bad placefor good
retendos. Immediately following thisis Hammering Spot. We used to
call thisthe"soand so" swimholeafter aparticularly nasty thwacking o an
individual Lwon't mention, but so many peoplefoundthemsel vesintheruthless
clutchesd thismega, ledgehol ethat wethought Hammering Spot would bemore
o appropriate. Fromabove, thefallslooksrelatively harmless but if you missthe
h‘ boof off of afoot wideflake you will surely find out otherwise. Talesd broken
boats, radical cartwheelsand freeform chundering havesofar kept meonline.

The portageison theleft.
Sh“ﬂ Afteronemorefals, youareat thereservoir. Rejoice. Thetwomilepadd eout
na“ isatimefor reflection,degp thoughtsand onequestion: when can1runit again?
| supposethat onedf thereasonsthe AWA journal, whichisafineragindeed,
doesnot get morestoriesfromtheWest i sweareafraid youfolkswill comeoutin
drovesand crowd our sweet spots. In this casehowever, weencourageit. | have
written thispieceasasemi guide book description and if you can amosttasteit,
come on out and sink your teeth into it. Hurry, Canyon Creek could be dammed
by amoney hungry mongrel onthehill. P.S. Beonthewatchfor a
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Not for Long

Canyon Creek Dam Proposal Looming

Some see Washingtonand the Pacific
Northwest asthelast bastion of free-flow-
ing, boatable rivers. Aland of spectacu-
lar canyons, wildernessrunsand just out-
standing whitewater. A land whered|
riversrun downhill. Canyon Creek asde
scribedinthisarticleisonly one.

But thisplethora d opportunitiesis
fast disappearing. Bolstered by outdated
tax incentivesand the desirefor profits
from cheap energy, the onslaught against
rivers and streamsfrom hydropower de-
velopersisquickly growingin the North-
west. Look at the statistics: acrossthe na-
tion, hydrogenerates approximately10%
o thiscountry's energy. However, in the
Northwest thisis closer to80%. Asthe
number o sitesfor large scaledams
dwindles, devel opersare now looking at
tiny headwater streamsto grow hydro
generation. For the AWA, thisis our
greatest nightmare. Besidesproviding
little power, these small damshaveas
great an impact aslarge dams. Projects
like Canyon Creek target thevery heart o
our river systemsand often the soul d ad-
vanced whitewater boating.

Thelaundry list for Washingtonis
quitealarming. Iron Creek, Johnson
Creek, Summit Creek, the Clear Fork of
the Cowlitz, Butter Creek, Silver Creek,
and Summit/Carlon Creek, to namebut a
few. Inall cases, the proposed projectsare
onthebrink of the profitability scale.
Thosethat do survivethe profitability
test —and thereare many — aresureto

wreak havoc upon the environment, not
to mention opportunity for thosed usin
search o the pristine, backcounty
whitewater opportunities so often de-
scribed in this Journal.

Canyon Creek isa primeexample. If
the current proposed projectislicensed
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Comt
mission (FERC),an unknown amount of
water will be diverted into an 11-foot di-
ameter pipefrom thelower three milesof
theriver (akathe Lower Canyon Creek
run). It doesn't take a geniusto conclude
that the spectacular run detailedin these
pageswill belost. The cumulativeeffect
d thisand d thelarger, existing hydro
projectsdownstreamon the North Lewis
watershed will likewisebe devastating
for all o thoseinvolvedwith theserivers,
especially boaters. What's worse, picture
the samescenario occurring inthe
Skagit (wherefive new damsare pro-
posed), Nooksack (sevennew dams),
Cowlitz (ninedamsincluding the oneon
the Clear Fork) and many other rivers
near you.

By far the most disturbing product of
this new age o small scalehydro projects
isthat few know or care enough about
thesestreamsto work to protect them.
Mog often, the knowledged these
stretchesislimitedto die-hard river ad-
vocates, adventuresomefishermen and
boaterswho seek out secluded spotsand
first descents. FERC’s limited environ-
mental analysis o these proposals(if

any) thusoftenlacksany discussiondf
probableeffectsto recreation, ause o the
river which must be balanced withthe
so-called "power uses" of theriver. The
projectsare thenlicensed with insuffi-
cient or no mitigation for lost whitewater
opportunities.

The AWA ConservationTeamis
working hard to prevent this situation
from repeating itself around the country.
For instance, AWA is spearheading,
alongwith the RiversCouncil of Wash
ington, theeffort to block the Canyon
Creek project early on. Joining usarea
number of local boating,fishing and con-
servation groups. Kegpan eyeout for fu-
turearticlesdetailing the battle.

We can't do it alone however. | nput
from boatersdescribingother little
known runsand the projectsthat
threatenthemiscrucial. We urgeyouto
jointhelikesof Andrew Wulfersand oth-
ersin gettingthe word out. Also, keepa
sharp eyein the papersfor proposasthat
may threaten your favoriterun. Then
jointhe AWA and other local and na
tional conservationgroupsin thefight.
In somecases, we may just bethelast

hope.

For moreinformation on how you can
help on Canyon Creek, please contact
AWA Director BrookeDrury at Friends
d the Earth, Seattle, WA (206) , or Rich
Bowers, AWA ConservationOffice(301)
589-9453.
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New Flood Control Dams Proposed for

the Russell Fork, Cheat and Tygart River§

by Rich Bowers, AWA Conservation Director

TheUS Army Corpsof
Engineers has proposed
spending over millionto
protect floodplain areas along
the mainstem L evisa Fork
from Louisa, KY to thetown
of Grundy, VA, and alongthe
mainstem Russell Fork from
itsconfluencewith the Levisa
Fork to 4.26 miles upstream of
thetown of Haysi, VA.

In1981, the Corps was au-
thorized by Congress, under
authority of Section 22 o the
Water and Energy Develop-
ment Appropriation Act, to
evaluateand formulate flood
reduction alternativesinthe
Levisaand Big Sandy river
basins. Accordingtothe
CorPS report, damages result-
ingfromanother flood like
the onein 1977 (theflood of
record and theevent which
Congressresponded toin this
Act),areestimated to be ap-
proximately $1780 million.

The AWA, American Riv-
ersand the Environmental
DefenseFund have opposed
thisHays Dam plan because:
1 the cost/benefit ratio isso
unbalanced ($700millionin-
vestment to protect $178 mil-
lion),and 2. because of theen-
vironmental damageto the
river (lossof 11.3 milesof
natural free-flowingriver.

Thislack of balanceisdue
to: Corps failureto properly
assessthe cost of non-struc-
tural alternatives; the Corps
desireto provideflood protec-
tion well above the 100 year
floodlevel; protecting struc-
tures well outside the bound-
aries set by Congress; and es-
timating replacement value of
existing structures withinthe
floodplainwell abovetheir ac-

tual value (the Corps report
estimates replacement values
o over $160,000 per structure,
even though many structures
arenot permanent, such as
trailer homes).

Chesat, Tygart
and
Buckhannon

The Corps isalso explor-
ing the possibility of building
adam and reservoir on West
Virginia's Cheat River, erect-
ing two"dry" damson the
Shavers Fork and the Dry
Fork, and a seriesaof smaller
flood control damson the
Tygart. Another $400,000 Con-
gressional appropriationis
paKi ng for thesestudies.
(Thesedry dams would not
Create permanent reservoirs,
but would store water when
the streamsreached flood
stage).

Accordingto West Vir-
giniaRivers Coalition's Roger
Harrison, "the Cheat isone of
the nation's largest remaining
freeflowingrivers." WVRCis
also advocating Wild and Sce
nic designation for 12 streams
inthe MonngahelaNational
Forest, including the Forksof
the Cheat.

The Corps isalso investi-
gatingflood problemsin the
Elkins, WV area. Part of this
StUdI)(/ includes adam on the
Buckhannon (near Sago), and
on the mainstream Tygart be
tween Vdley Bend an
Huttonsville.

On a positive note, the study on the Cheat would also
address Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)which has been
areoccurringproblem on Muddy Branch, a
tributary for the Cheat. AMD studieswould be
conducted on several priority streams, including
Muddy Creek, Pringle Run, Lick Run, Heather Run
and Morgan Run. AMD isapriority issuefor both
WVRC and thenewly formed" Friendsof the Cheat.”
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Changing Role of the Corps

Al o these projects have one thing in common, they are
major projects which are coming at a time when the Corps mis
sion and budget are under intense scrutiny. If you haveread
"Inside the Beltway" in thisissue, you are awarethat the New
Congressislooking at reducing the Corps annual $36 billion
budget by 30%.In addition, during February the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Civil Works proposed a new flood con-
trol policy whichfocused on economical Iytj ustified projects
with substantial local support. More specifically, projects must
provide twice the benefits compared to cost, and local sponsors
must contribute 75%df new projects.

In order to accomplish anew mission withadrastically re-
duced budget, the Corpsislooking for other benefitsfor their
projects. How todo it?Well, recreation is hot. Economictour-
Ismiseven hotter. And whitewater boating is absolutely scald-
ing.

According to the Concept Report of the General Plan
Supplement, increasing the pool level of the Haysi flood control
dam by 1.5inches could provide whitewater flowsfor 17 or
more dz;ybs o releasesin Au?ust and September, and increase
thereliability of recreation flowsfrom the existing Flannagan
Dam, which currently suppliesthefour October releases.
Takentoitsconclusion, a1991 Tourism report concludesthat
these releases could provide i nexcess of $660,000 per year from
whitewater sports.

This greatly increases the bottom linefor dam economics. It
hasdrawn support from both the Virginia and Kentucky legis-
lature (under economic devel opment), local businesses, an
even somelocal boaters.

On the Cheat, a proposed dam above Rowlesburg has been
interpreted by some as meaning guaranteed flowswhich could
eventually rival the nearby fall Gauley season.

The AWA hasobjectedto Corps' planswhich use
whitewater economicsasareason to build new dams and de-
stroy existing natural rivers. While AWA will continue tofight
toincluderecreation below existing dams as mitigation (for ex-
ample, wefully support improving recreational flows below the
existing Flannagan Dam on the Russell Fork), we can see no dif-
ference between damming riversfor flood control, hydroel ec-
tricity, or recreation. Let the rivers FLOW.

For more information, call AWA Conservation Officeat
(301) 5899453, or Roger Harrison at WWRC at (304) 472-0025.

Dam Proposal on the
Gunnison

The ColoradoEnvironmental Coalition, American Rivers,
Colorado Whitewater Association, AWA and others havefiled
an intervention to block construction of adam which would de-
water 27 miles of the Gunnison next to the proposed Dominguez
wilderness in Colorado. A preliminary permit had beenfiled
with the FERC by Dominguez Hydroel ectric Associates.

The dam would flood a popular canoerun, and a section of
river eligiblefor Wild and Scenic Protection. In addition, it
would inundate part of thelower Dominguez Wilderness Study
Areamanaged by the Bureau of Land Management. Dominguez
isthelargest potential BLM wilderness in Coloradoat 87,000
acres.

For more information, contact the AWA Conservation Of-
ficeat (301) 58399453, 0r Norm Mullen, Colorado Environmental
Coadlition, at (303) 2430002



WHAT'S INYOUR HAIR?

by Mike Mulligan

Most paddlersare conservationists at
heart. Whether you are a weekend float
fisherperson or you spend your days off
running the Green, most whitewater
boatersreally care about the health of the
river.

Water quality isnot just an issueon
the acid rich Cheat or the sewageladen
James in downtown Richmond. It's ev-
erywhere. Think of al thetight little
streams high up on mountainsinthe
middle of nowhere. Theseare not pro-
tected under a plastic bubble.

Betweentwenty and thirty percent of
all the nitrogen that iskilling Chesa
peake Bay iscoming fromthesky. This
meansthat the effluent pipeof negligent
industry isn't theonly causefor concern
regarding how clean your creek may be.
We have all heard about acid rain, but
more peopleneed to understand how
widescalethe problem of water pollution
redlyis.

Acid rain and airborne nitrogen
(NOX) comesfrom two main sources; in-
dustrial areaslikethe OhioRiver Valley,
and highly congested urban areas. This
smog tendsto move east to west due to
weather patterns. Streams east of the
midwest catch alot of funk, either asrain
pollution or dry particulates(dry par-
ticlesof sulfuric acid, phosphorous, ni-
trogen, or what ever might be up there).
Nitrates and Phosphates are cl umﬁed
into a category caled nutrients. That
makesit sound likethey are good for the
environment, but that isoften not the
case.

Yes, it's true that our atmosphere
contains about 78% Nitrogen. So
what the hell isthe big deal ?Well al-
though NO, might beall around us, when

Whitewater Boaters

So, you are looking for the
perfect placeto live as a
boater? Do you relocateto
Friendsville, Kernville or
Steamboat Springs? In the
future, really hot boaters
may be moving to the

Netherlands!

we put aton of fertilizer onthelawn or
drivethe car al over town, we produce
unnatural levelsof thischemical. Nitro-
genand phosphorous wash off theland or
come down from the atmospherein the
form o rain... and they kill creeks.

It may seemironicthat " nutrients"
could posea problem. But it istheover-
load of these nutrients that wrecks hav-
0CsOn our streams.

Increase your intake of food three
fold and you wind up with blocked arter-
ies, heart failure, and too much body fat.
Thesameistrue when you aretalking
about too much nitrogen and phospho-
rousinastream. Initialy thereisanal-
gal bloom, or explosion of algae. Thisrap-
1dly depletesthe oxygen availablefor
other organisms. It dso can make the wa
ter soturbid that sunlight can not reach
the bottom, where it is needed to allow
1PI antsto grow... and to allow predatory

ish, such astrout, tofeed.

Heavy silt inacreek can havethe
same effect.

So what can you do?Thefirst thingis
toacknowledgethat it is not just the
plant, or thefarmer, or the devel oper, but
everybody, that createsthe problem. As
the popul ation expands we lose more and
moreof the natural filters that clean our
water. Thesefilters areforests, wetlands,
and animals that feed on the suspended
nutrientsin the water.

Useaslittlefertilizer on your yard as
possible.

Infact, someenvironmentally con-
scious homeownersaren't bothering with
manicured lawnsat al. They're letting
their yardsreturntotheir natural,
wooded states. So next time you feel the
need to mow your lawn, go boating in-

Flood into Europe

But aren't the Netherlands, like, be-
low sealevel ?Y ep, but according to
Greenspeace, the recent floodingin the
Netherlands and neighboring countries
isjust thestart, and they expect further
flooding of the Meuse and Rhinerivers
over the comingdecade.

Even though Greenspeace can't con-
firmthisyet, their theory isthat therise
in concentrationsof greenhouse gases
(particularly carbon dioxide: CO2) iscre-
atingawarmer climate, and thisis creat-
ing higher flows. Accordingto this
theory, warmer conditions are movin
thesnow lineinthe Alpsto a higher -
evation, whichmeansmorerain - less
snow. Becaused this, wintertime runoff
intothe Rhinewill increase by about 15-
20%.

Whilethismay not be popular for the

CONSERVATION

stead. Your neighbors might not likeit at
first, but what the hell? Maybe they will
learnfrom your example.

If you'relookingfor aplacetolive,
don't build. Renovate. Why bulldozean-
other beautiful mountaintop when there
are plenty of existinghomesthat just
need alittle work.

Conserve water. Thetotal amount of
water on earth isthe sameaswhen the
dinosaursruled the planet. We have just
managed to pollute more of it.

If youfarm, leave a buffer of trees
along riversand streams.

Bea good consumer, buy products
that areless damaging on theenviron-
ment. (ie... if you want to save el ephants
don't buy ivory). Start for looking for de-
tergentsthat arelow in Phosphates.

Takesomeoneyoung paddling. Expo-
sureand education aretheonly things
that can ultimately saveour environ-
ment.

Oncewedismisstheillusion that it's
only bigindustry that killsfish and
burnsour eyes, we can start to get every-
oneinvolved in making the world a bet-
ter place.

_ Poor water quality isglobal, not re-
gional.

THINK COSMICALLY... ACT PER-
SONALLY!

If you want tofind out more about
saving streamswriteto:

Thelzaak Walton League
1401 Wilson Blvd. level B
Arlington, VA 222092318
1-800BUG-IWLA, it's FREE

ski industry, it will suit local boaters just
fine. Greenspeace expectsthat theemis
sion of C02 (fromburningfossil fuels)
will almost doubleby 2080. This will
cause temperatures torise by 1.5to 45
degreesworldwideaffecting rainfall,
droughts (aaargh!), storms, cyclonesand
sealevels. Thiscombination of morerain
and higher temperatures will increase
the chance of extremeflooding.

While boatersin the Carmel and
Southern Georgiaareas may believethis
could never happen, it doesoffer hopefor
boaterslivingin lessthan perfect boating
areas (Ohio, Florida, c.). I n the mean-
while, Netherlands boatersare research-
ing the possibility of recreational re-
leases below the dikes.

Aswe went to press, therewereno
commentsfrom Greenspeaceon thefu-
ture boating conditions in San Jose,
Monterey, the Salinas Valley and Clear
Lakeregionsaof Cdifornial
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The "_eal" Risk of
Boating
by Rich Bowers

Everyone recognizesthat whitewater
boatingisarisk sport. Risk is part of the
attraction, bothfor participants andfor
the publi cwhich viewswhitewater asal-
ternately romantic, exciting,and danger-
ous If you need proof justturnonthe

check out the new Chanel and
M ountal nDew commercials.

But just as whitewater paddlingis
changing (skillsand numbersd partici-
pants),soarethe risksinvolvedin boat-
in Thereal guestioniswhat will bethe
risksinthefuture? Inthe past, boaters
were subject to vehicle vandalism, gun-
fire(e.g. the Upper Yough), and just gen-
era aﬂgravatl onfromthelocds(al-
though we sometimesgaveas good aswe
ﬁot) If the property ri ghts advocates

avetheir way, thismay beginagain -
only thistimeit may have Congressional
approval!

But thereisa more pressing problem
concerningour right toeven paddleon
rivers, and our right to determinewhat
personal riskswearewillingto take. The

:
;

Simply tho best!

Nestled on a bend of the famed Califomia
Salmon River between the Marble Mountains and
the Trinity Alps you'll find kayak paradise - Otter
Bar Lodge.

Our amenities are unmatched- a deluxe
lodge, sauna, hot tub, masseuse and the food —
well — howmany sports lodges do you see recom-
mended by Bon Appétit? (Sept '92) And our rivers
are gorgeous with sections for all levels of paddlers
- anatural Disneyland with A to E ticket rides!

But what really 5888 us apartis our instruc-
tional program. We provide the best equipment
and you provide the desire to give whitewater
kayaking a try. Our instructors are some of the best
paddlers anywhere and our student-to-teacherratio
is unmatched at 3:1. This allows us to tailor your
week to your needs. Beginning. intermediate or
advanced. Want more rolling practice?...work on
surfing?..hole riding? Not a problem -your week
is as challenging (or relaxing) as you wantit to be!

Ask us about our fall Grand Canyon trip.
Drop us a note or give us a call - we'll send you
a color brochure!

Ditter Bar Lodge
Forks of Salmon, California 36031
(916) 462-4772

new form of risk isnot vertical pins, con-
tusions, |acerations or any combination
of these"on the water” risks. the new
risk isthat of being arrested before, dur-
ing or after we paddle. Itsasmplecon
cept to understand, even if you don't
agreewithit. Federal and state agencies,
charged with managing publicresources,
arefreaking out over how to keepthe
general publicfrom runnin over rapids
and fallsand killing themselvesin mass
numbers (kind of like Lemmings). Even
those that understand that thisjust
doesn't happen, or who givethe public
somecredit for common sense, are wor-
ried that theP/ will need to deal with
crowds, publicity,injuriesor worse.
Given the current level o fundi ngand
personnel, they don't want anything that
will maketheir job harder. Thesimple
answer in many cases. closeit down!

Thisiscertainly thecasein Yellow-
stone National Park, whereyou can
horseback ride, hike, snowrobile,or
kayak tour in the park but not kayak or
canoeon any d itsoutstanding rivers, in.
cluding the Gardiner, Lewis, Lamar, or
the Black and Grand Canyon o the
Y dlowstone.

It isapredominantissuein recent
attempts toclose Georgias Bear Creek.

Bear Creek runsthrough Cloudland Can-
yon State Park, and, after an incident
when several boatersshowed up to boat
theriver (and sought directionsto the
put-in), the Georgia Dept. o Natural Re
sources (DNR)and the park manager are
seekingto closetheriver to boaters. The

aior concerns: boater safety and who
will pay for rescue and evacuation. As
this |ssue goesto print, AWA and Geor-
giaCanoeing Association have scheduled
ameeting with the DNR for theend o
March. Until this meeting, DNR has
agreedto post Pone postingtheriver off-
limits. In our favor, the Bear has been
boatedfor thelast flveyearSW|th no ma
jor incidents.

Whilethe Bear may nolonger define
the cuttingedged boating, it isstill no
walk in the park. Many o 'Y ellowstone's
riversoffer similar difficulty. But state
and federal bureaucraciesare not solely
targeting "hair" runs. Oneexampleis
New Y ork's Mongaup River, wherethe
local NPSsupervisor |sf|ght| ngtooth
and nail to prevent higher flowsfor
whitewater. At issueisthe ideathat
higher flowswill create carnageon the
downstream DelawareRiver, a beginner
run. Thesupervisor isun-persuaded by
thefact that thelocal hydro dam releases

Rican paddling vacation.

ﬂsouthﬁfsfaﬂ

Costa Rica Whitewater "9

osta Ricaisakayakers's paradisewith

Class| to VI whitewater. Peddling time

isspent with asmall, select group of
paddlerson avariety of whitewater rivers—from
exdting classic bigwater r uns to creeks winding
through an exatictropica forest setting.

comfortable, rd axing hote accommodations

and qudity mealsadd to an unforgettableCoda

Our guidesare experiencedinternationd paddlersand some o the best
whitewater kayak ingtructorsin thefidd. Inter-
mediate, advanced and expert tripsare sched-
uled for October. November and December of
1995. Experiencethewarmthand pura vida of
CodaRica in EndlessRiver Adventuresstylel
Le usintroduceyou to alifetimesworth of
paddling opportunitieswith us. Contact asfor a
freecolor booklet about otr 1995 Coda Rica
adventuresand our North Cardlinabased in-
druction program. Don't get left out in the cold!

Warmth
Mile-high Ender Spots
Tropical Paradise

Waterfalls « Small Groups
Class | To VI Whitewater...

PO Bax 246, Bryson Ciry, NC 28713 = PhonelFax 704 /6E88-6185
Warlduide E-Mall, CompuServe T1604, 1240




thissame higher flow whenever it wants.
Another exampleisthe January/Febru-
ary Journal's report onthe AltaWeir on
Caifornias Kings River, which hascre-
ated a surfing wave surrounded by
flatwater whosekiller reputation wasre-
engineeredover 8 yearsago.

So what do we do? Well, our options
arelimited. . We canfight them (get ar-
rested, takethe issueto court, etc.) This
has been successful in somestates(NY
and MT), but usually it takesyears, and
many timesthe participants can facese-
vere personal liability for their actions. 2
We can reco%rg zemanagement concerns
and work to be sure that boatersdo not
makelife miserablefor those respon-
sible. Last summer, when boaterswere
tryingto get the reservation system
changedat OhiopyleState Park (PA),the
park manager was rel uctant to remove
the weekend system which spread launch
timesthroughout the day. If you have
ever seen the crowdson the lower Yough
on asummer weekend, you can appreci-
ate his pointof view (theoperating word
hereis"appreciate,” whichisdifferent
than"agreewith). If wecan appreciate
their point of view, then sometimeswe
createathird option: 3 Education.

Educatingthe BUbI icand agencies
about whitewater boating (both asa sport
and asalifestyle)is perhapsthe only way
to permanently assureour rightson riv-
ers. To besuccessful, we need to start
with simplethingsthat everyonecan un-
derstand. Starting with how we should be
dlowedtokill ourselvesisabadidea. A
good ideawould show othersthat thisre-
ally doesn't happen very often. Another
good ideaiisto have boatersexplain why
we paddlerivers (whichgetsinto
lifestyle, conservation, etc.) | have spent
thelast three yearslistening to boaters
talk about riversat numerouspublic
scoping meetings, and noonecandoit
better!

Likeeverything else, thisapproach
has prosand cons. Education takesalong
time (how many yearsdid you spendin
school ??),and like every other group of
people, you run into those you just can't
deal with. Onthe plusside, it only takes
onechink inthearmor to get results.

Fortunately these chinksexist. Not
all agenciesare unwillingto discuss
whitewater needs or find out more about
what wedo. PennsylvaniaState Parksis
wrestling with thisidearight now, as
boatershave been pressingthemtolift
the ban on running Ohiopyle State Parks.
Great FallsPark (MD and VA) addressed
thisyearsago - theresult, anexpert run
inoned themost visible parksinthe
country. West Virginiadealt withthisis
sueat Vdley Falls State Park, and again
at the put-infor the upper runlocated in
Blackwater Falls State Park.

When the AWA discussesBear with

the GeorgiaDNR, we will usetheseex-
amples, explainthat a possiblefutureres:
cueisnot agood reasonto closeariver,
and document how boaters have negoti-
ated to keep other riversopen to boating.
Hopefully, otherswill beableto useour
informationon similar issuesand con-
tinueto build a background of positive
examples.

Will it work? Insomecasesyes. The
DNR at this point seemswillingto dis
cussthe Bear issuewith us. On the other
hand, the NPS supervisor on the
Mongaup may never change hisviews
and wewill probably never figureout his
hidden agenda. In somesituations we
will needto seek other relief. But even if
we can't educateeveryone, we can at
least educateoursel vesabout sol utions,
personalities, and perspectives .

Hey, we can awaysget arrested later.

Verboten
. .

Hairboatin

Thisexpressionhas been passed down
through generationsand generationsof
rural Germanslivingin villages perched
inthetall, steep German Alps. Roughly
trandlated, it means"forbidden boating."
Thesenotesare designedto givean over-
view of accessissuesand AWA's efforts
fromaround the country. Pleasecall or
write AWA's Access Program if you have
informationabout accessto whitewater
rivers.

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, VD 20910

301

301) 5396121 (fax)

e.mail: 76435.731@compuserve.com

Grand Canyon, Arizona

In 1996, the Colorado River Manage
ment Plan will beup for revision. AWA
submitted thefollowing commentsfor a
publication to beedited by theGrand Can-
yon River Guides. The GCRG isa non-
profitorganization dedicated to thequal-
ity of the Grand Canyon Experience. They
publish an outstandin quarterl& maga-
zine, The Boatman's Quarterly Review,
from P.O. Box 1934, FlagstaffAZ, 86002

Everythingassociated with the Grand
Canyonisonascaleall itsown. It hasthe
most notoriousrapidson the continent,
largeenough to merit a scaethat goesto
10. It has, arguably, the mogt dramatic
landscaped any river tripinthe US
Evenitshumanexplorersarelarger than

life: the one-armed John Wedey Powell
strapped aboard a boat.
he Canyon hasalso been a battle-

ground o epicproportions. the site df the
uel over a proposed Bureau of Reclama

tion dam that would haveflooded many
o the canyon's rapids; thefight over
Glen Canyondam and the ongoing
struggleto manage water flowsfromthe
dam; theinterstate squabblingover wa
ter appropriation, leavingthe Coloradoa
sdlty trickle by thetimeit reachesthe
sea.

Thewaitinglist for private permits
onthe Grand Canyonisasoinaleague
of itsown, approachingthescaled geo-
logictime. It you want to guide yourself
down the canyon, you must wait more
than ten years. The management planfor
the Grand Canyon isthe most controver-
sial inthe U.S, the mother of all access
problems.

The central problemwiththe current
management planisits permit allocation
systemthat has not adapted through the
yearsto reflect chanaﬂi ngdemands. Setin
the1970’s, the split allotment formula al -
locates68% of the useto commercial
tripsand 32%to self-guided boaters.
Theseallocationshave not been ad-
equately adjusted despitea continually
growingdemand for non-commercia
trips. Thisinflexiblesystem, over time,
hasresulted inan unfair and unjustifi-
ablesplit betweencommercia and non-
commercial users.

Whilethe AWA zg}ppreci atesthe need
tolimit the number o triplaunchesat
Lees Ferry tomaintain aquality wilder-
nessexperience, the current systemfa
vorsonly the commercial experience.
While acommercial passenger can book
avacation afew monthsin advance, the
waiting period for private permit holders
isnow over adecade. Asillustrated by
thelarge number o citizenswhodesire
private permits, many peopleeither lack
thefinancial meansto joinacommercial
trip ($1000-3000per person) or choosea
more personal experience.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA) believes, smply enough, that the
Grand Canyon belongSto everyone, not
just thoselucky enough to afford com-
mercial permits. It istheduty of the Na-

KAYAK CHILE

The best international class|V-V kayak
trip on the Bio Bio, Fuy, Gol Gol,
Manso and Futaleufu.
RAFT CHILE: Combination
whitewater and scenic tour of Chile.
Climb the Villarica Volcano. OCEAN
KAYAK in northern Patagonia.
NORTH OF 60: Raft/canoe the famous
Tatshenshini/Alsek or Nahanni Rivers,
SPORT INTERNATIONAL
1602 Alder Street, Whitehorse, Y ukon,
Canada Y1A 3W8, Phone 1-800-779-
1784 Fax 403-633-6184.
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tional Park Serviceto reflect the public
will, to accommodated| citizensinan
unbiased manner.

Aboveall, the new managementplan
must befair and flexible.

In order to befair, the National Park
Serviceneedsto re-examinethe 63/32
split. If commercial and self-guided boat-
erscontinueto have separate quotas,
river managersshould devisea methodol-
ogy todeterminetruedemand. Itisim-
portant to realizethat even the long wait-
inglist may not reflect the demand for
private trips, becaused the excessive
wait that frustrates many from even ap-
lei ngor into going on commercid trips
wherethereisnowaitinglist.

In order to beflexible, the Park Ser-
viceshould developa systemto adjust
the quotasto keep supply and demandfor
bothtypesdf tripsin balanceover time.
AWA recommendsexperimentingwith
new methodsd permit allocationthat
will accurately reflect the marketplace. In
advocatingfor change, however, we do
not wish to undermine thefinancia vi-
ability of commercial trips.

Perhapsthe most important thing to
keep in mind isthat when the manage
ment planissaid and done, the Canyon
will remain, will continue to bethe ulti-
materiver trip. Now that's somethingwe
all agree upon.

Kaweah River, California

Access problemshavearisen onthe
Kawesah River near thetown o Three
Riversin Tulare County. The Kawesh
River isapopular whitewater river that
offersseveral nicesectionsd ClassIil
and Class|V paddling. Prior to this year
it supported commercial rafting by the
Beyond Limitscompany.

Thiswinter, however, accesswas
blocked at the principal launch site, the
Highway 198 bridge near the Gateway
Motel and Restaurant. A chainlink fence
topped by barbed wire now extendsfrom
the bridgeabutments to a nearby cliff. Of-

ficial-looking signson both sidesd the
road state""No Parking", "No River Ac
cess', and "No Trespassing”'. Who
erected thesesignsand structuresisun-
known at the moment; many suspect that
it waslocal landowners, perhapsin con-
junctionwith the CaliforniaDept of
Transportation.

Whileit still may be possibleto enter
theriver upstream at the boundary of
KingsCanyon/Sequoia National Park,
launching from this upper point will en-
tail aseriesd difficult portagesand fer-
riesto reach the moreboatable stretches
below. For kayakersd lessthan ad-
vanced to expert skill and for most
rall;lters these maneuverswill not befea
sible

Downstreamaccessis also a problem.

At the Dinely Road bridgeand the North
Fork Drivebridge, "No Parking" signs
have been erectedto prevent any oppor-
tunity toload or unload boats. Private
landowners have erected "No Trespass:
ing" signsin bothvicinities. The"No
Parki n%" signson the North Fork Drive
extendfor miles up that road asit paral-
lelsthe north bank o the main Kawesgh
River,and later whereit parallelsthe
North Fork of the Kaweah.

According to Californiaboater
Richard Penny, "l haveno doubt that
these many obstructionshave been
erectedin order to prevent picnickers,
sunbathers, swimmers,fishermen,
kayakers, and rafters from enjoying ac-
cessto the Kawesh River. By infringing
ontheright of the publictoenjoy the use
d Californiasriverstheseactionswould
seem to be unconstitutional . The consti-
tution of the State of Californiaguaran-
teesthe public's use d and navigationon
the state's rivers." Another problemis
that thesefencesextend onto County/
Stateright o way.

There remain two fine, legal areasto
takeout o theriver. Oneisat the county
park at Holiday Rapid, and the other is
the Army Corpsd Engineerslaunch
areaon TerminusReservoir.

V BUILT SINGE 19861 3
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Georgia River
Access: Will Your
Favorite River

Be Next?

by David Cox, Georgia Canoeing Assoc.,
River Access Chairman

1. The Dog River

Georgiapaddlersare quickly becom:
ingembroiledin ariver access problem
on the Dog River. The Dog islocated
about fifteen (15) mileswest d Atlantain
DouglasCounty and offers7 milesdf
ClassIII-IV. It Isgenerally considered a
high water run that isrunnableonanin-
frequent basisat best. Metro-Atlantapad-
dliersoften paddleit late on weekday af-
ternoonsafter torrential rainsin the
area. Authorities have closed the only
take-out accessto the Dog River to every-
oneexcept residents of DouglasCounty.
After months o negotiations,talks have
soured and both sidesappear to be pre-
paringfor litigation.

First, a brief history. In1988, The
Douglasville-DouglasCounty Water and
Sewer Authority (WSA) obtained a per-
mit from the Army Corpsdf Engineers
for to construct a dam on the Dog River
on the condition that the whitewater run
immediately abovewhat is now the Dog
River Reservoir would be preserved. The
permit also requiresthe WSA to provide
apublicaccessarea.

In 1990, the GeorgiaCanoeing Asso-
ciation (GCA) becameawarethat the
WSA wished to avoid constructinga pub-
lic accessfacility at the reservoir site and
wrotealetter tothe Corpsd Engineers
urging them to enforcethis special condi-
tion of the permit.

In 1993, the WSA contacted the GCA
and informed them that, althoughthe
dam wasfinished, severa matters, in-
cludingfish stocking, required that pad-
dlersremain off theriver for oneyear.
The GCA compliedwith thisrequest.

InJuly, 1994, a groupd Atlantapad-
dlers paddled the Dog River one after-
noonfollowingarain storm. Therewere
no warning signsat the put-in. After fin-
ishing therunand preparingfor a short

| paddleacrossthereservoir totakeout,

the paddlersencountered large sign say-
ing "No Kayaksor Rafts Allowed Beyond

| thi's Point."” Not being ableto paddle up-
| stream against the current and not wish-

ing to get cited for trespass on private
property, the paddlerselectedtotry to
crossthe reservoir. They werequickly
accosted by WA %curitK personnel who
were extremely rude to the paddlersand
issued warning citationsto each of them.



Dave Mad Dog Cox gets Access at Super Soc 'Em Dog, Changa River, South Carolina

When asked why the WSA was prohibit-
ing paddlersontheriver, one o the secu-
rity guards stated that the "WSA didn't
want no queers on thereservoir."

In August, 1994, GCA President
Evelyn Hopkins and GCA River Access
Chairman David Cox met with officialsat
the WA to attempt to work out a solu-
tion to the problem of accessfor non-resi-
dentsdf DouglasCounty. The GCA repre-
sentatives|eft the meeting believing that
the WSA would likely grant accessto
GCA paddlersin exchangefor river
clean-up services on the Dog River. How-
ever, the GCA | ater learned that the WSA
wassponsoring a river clean-up of its
own and that the WSA had no intention
of permitting accessto the Dog River.

Thisresponse prompted paddlersto
form an association named the" Friends
of the Dog River Reservoir” (FDRR). Late
in February, the WSA and FDRR came
intodirect conflict at asymposium of
river issues. The WSA had an exhibit
which proudly displayed citationsfor
high water quality and itst-shirtsfrom
the WSA sponsored river clean-up. On
the other side of the exhibit hall, FDRR
had a display showing the formidable
barbed wirefencessurroundingthe Res
ervoir Facility and a picture of thesign
at the mouth of the Dog River prohibiting
kayaksand rafts. The FDRR stated that

OnthefollowingThursday, March 9,
1995 representatives of the GCA, the

peared to be willing to reach a compro-
mise. Onesol ution proposed by the WSA
involved a permit system which would
allow a specified number of paddlersto
take out at the reservoir onany given

peared very receptive tothis proposal,
oneinfluential resident, Danny Eidson,
remained adamant that there would be

ervoir.

At the conclusion of the board meet-
ing, GCA and FDRR representatives be-
lieved that the WSA would approve the
proposed permitting plan. We were
shocked upon learning that the Board

z -“-hu—__.--. e
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FDRR and the WSA met, and the WSA ap-

day. Although the GCA and the FDRR ap-

no expansion of existing accessto theres-

_o-"_,_

had summarily rejected the ideaa week
later. No negotiationsarein progress at
thistime. The GCA isrequesting infor-
mation from the WSA and i s contemplat-
ingfiling alawsuit.

2. Armuchee Creek.

Asd the press deadline, the Superior
Court of Chattooga County had not yet is
sued a ruling regarding the Armuchee
Creek litigation last December.

3. Bear Creek.

See " TheRed Risk of Boating" article
inthisissue. On Wednesday, March 29,
Ron Stewart and Rich Bowersd the
AWA and David Cox of the GCA met with
the Department of Natural Resourcesto

.i'-‘
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OTTER.PAWS

the WSA isinviolation of the condition
of its permit requiring public access and
declared that the WSA wasviolating fed-
eral law asaresult. Loca newspapersin
DouglasCounty becameinterested in
theseevents and afirestorm of angry let-
terstothe papers have been highly criti-
cal of the WSA.

A All seams glued & blind stitched. A Velcro wrist strap.
A Urethane coated palm, improves grip and durability.
A Ergonomically Bl & designed specifically for paddling.

PO Box 2895 « Seal Beach. CA 90740 or check out your local Paddle store s
F14 -84 -98 01
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Top: Columbia River Gorge- Confluence
with Washington State's White Salmon River
Bottom: Washington's Wild and Scenic
White Salmon River

discusstheissued boating on thisClass
V+run.

4. Chattooga River.
BruceHare, along standing member
o the paddling
community with closetiesto the

Chattooga River, and alocal non-profit
organizationhavefiled alawsuit against
the U.S Forest Servicein Federal court
challenging certainrevisionstotherule

overning the use d the Chattooga River
gr private and publicboaters. Locd pad-
dlersare concerned about their lack of
involvment i n the decision making pro-
cess.

Boatingthe Blue Ridge

In earI%/ March, several boaterswere
stopped whiledriving down the Blue
Ridge Parkway (in N.C.),and weretold
that boatingwasillegal in the park. Fur -
ther investigationon these"rules" dis
closed that boatingwasnot illegal, and
rangersare now beinginstructed not to
hasd e boaters. [[[neAWA continuestoin-
form managing agenciesabout the mini-
mal impact that paddlershaveon
streams.]]]

Piru and Sespe Creeks, CA.
The Forest Service, after an e?opeal
from Friendsd the River (aCalifornia
based river conservationgroup), has de
cided to re-study the Lower and Upper
Piru Creek (in VenturaCounty)aswell as
Uprper Creekfor inclusioninthe
Wildand ic River System. Those
wishing to provideinput to the Wilder-
ness Management Plan that includes

American Whitewatev May/June 1995

“boatingon

' Piru, and other creeks
in the Forest should writeto:
Los Padres National Forest
Attn: Sharon Sprouse

6144 Cdle Red

Goleta, CA 93117

The Forest Service'soriginal study o
these creeksin 1988 greatly understates
the scenic, recreational, geologic, plant
and wildlifevaluesd the creek.

Piru creek offers1000 ft. rock faces,
vertical waled gorges, waterfall scascad-
ing intotheriver, hot springs, stunning
geology, AND excellent whitewater. The
rapidsin the gorgeareformed by oddly
scul pted bouldersaf the samepink and
purpl e aggregate, somehow reminiscent
d "Yelow Submarine" artwork. This
gorgesection culminateswithalarge
tributary freefalinginto the creek from
perhaps hundred feet abovetheriver!
Please urgethe USFSto reconsider its
original description of the gorgewhich
stated that "the most significant visual
feature isthe presenced continually
flowingwater poolsin an otherwise hot,
arid region."

North Fork Skykomish:
Washington

The Washington State Parks and Rec-
reation Commissionisconsideringopen-
ing o anew take-outfor the spectacular
and long ClassIII-IV+ whitewater run on
the"North Fork of the Sky." Theusual
take-outson thisrun leave boaterswith a
difficult choice:takeout early and miss
many moremilesof spectacular rapids
and scenery downstream;or keep going
and takeout in thetiny enclaved Index,
much to the consternation o thelocal
residents.

By reclaiming " TheTriangleProp-
erty" from a privateleaseholder, State
Parks would add a needed accesspoint
for paddlers, fishermen, picknickers,and
anyoneel sewho wishesto enjoy this
spectacular river —all at little cost tothe
agency. (Theproperty isalready devel-

asa primitive access point.) In
ort, itsawin-winsituation.

The AWA isworking with State
Parksto makethis possibility areality
come December. That's whenthe private
|leaseon the property isset torun out.
Our chancesd successwill begreatly en-
hanced with support fromindividu
boatersand boating groups. Pleasewrite
your letters of support to Steven
Starlund, Director of the State Scenic
Rivers Program, WA State Parks, 7150
CleanWater LaneKY-11, PO Box 42668,
Olympia, WA 98504 2668.

Contact AWA Board Member Brooke
Drury for moreinformation at 206-633-
1661



Fhe Futaleufu The RiverWa\;e BBS

303-259.3185 [
ST Dropinto New England

- - The Only Computer Bulletin Board System Dedicated )
m e C— INhitewater Center's Canoe

FREE Classifieds, Demo Access, & E-mailto A Callers. FREE 30-Day Membership!

Alllines are 14.4 V.42, PO Box 2741, Durango, CO 81302 (Voice) 303-259-3184 and Kayak Scboo'
FUTAFUND Our instructional Program offersyou
for the preservation of the Futafeufu River in Chile

atruly unique paddling experience.
Find out Online how you can help the FUTAFUND, a not-for-profit group. Treat yourself to agreat vacation and
Or, write, cell, or fax the FUTAFUND

an exceptiona vauewhilelearningin
PO Box 4536 Modesto, CA 95351 PH: 209-572-FUTA, FAX 209-522-5511

afun and personalizedenvironment.
Weguaranteeyour progressand satis-
faction. Whilein theareavisit our
Outfitters Shop and takeadvantage
of our new Demo Program on the
Kennebec River. Pleasecdl or write
for additiona information.
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X Whats Up?.

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"Up" on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven'texplored
yet, may be "up” too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure.

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call toll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
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art o play boating with =
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ull 2ad wide lew volume g2 LTcanc frer ipisainy = i you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
et A, AP F— it Gl : you everything you need to call our

: E St g o : Waterline gauge phone right now for
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NORTHEAST BOATER
Cdll for Fish Cresk levels.

-We are Central NY’s CNLY fully

stocked whitewater store.

Perception Mountain Surf ——
New Wave Sidewinder
3 ,-. T i ] Dagger KOka[at
:.|||Il alUMnTiers Prijon Extrasport
Wave Sports NRS
8ee Your Paddle Dealer :Mad River Thrillseeker

Or Call -
205-882-2277

Tdemark and Backcountry ski specialist

Climbing equipment and instruction. Ask about
S IJ l our indoor climbingva | .

INC

(315) 768-1568
Liveoakdezhmologios 2337 Drake Ave, BW, £ Huatsville, &L 35805 l'-’87 Mall'].,s, NeW YOI'k MI”S, NY 13417

Quality

Innovation
Service
(B | R .
(301) 746-5389
Second skin Pile®
tights, vests, and
one-piece sits “Upper Yough"
Riverside Shop .
P.O. BoX 70 Trip Leaders
276 Maple Street MARY PHIL
Friendsville, MD HAYES DERIEMER
21537
call for BEGINNER
Free Catalog INTERMEDIATE
ADVANCED
EXPERT
Stay DRY CUSTOM
WARM
CALL FOR DATES
e 8 (000) 255-5784
et AQUATCR SHOTET ) Manufactured in the 10201 HIGHWAY 50
—i United Statesby Mountain Surf 1T, /2 HOWARD, CO. 81233
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by Ed E. Lyne

An eight-laneinterstatehighway
(knownasthe “beftway”)encircles
thenation'scapitallikeamonstrous
snake,separatingthenoxious
infernoofpoliticsfromthe restof
thenation. The populacepeersin
withanattitudeofbewildered
dismay.Meanwhile, politicians,
bureaucrats, T.V.newscasters,
lobbyists, lawyers, thieves,
reporters, muggers,government
contractors,drugaddicts, andspies
formacacophonous Towerof
Babel. Atthe center,gripping his
newContractwithAmericalikethe
Sword of GehghisKhan, Newt
Gingrich,newly enthroned Speaker
oftheHouse, announcesagradiose
strategytotransformtheplanet.
Undetrredbythishorrificscene,
alertwhitewaterboaters trapped
deepinsidethebeltway,carefully
filterthepandemoniumtoreporton
anythingandeverythingaffecting
whitewaterrivers.
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t wasloony tunesinsidethe beltway
Iwhen thelast issue of the Journal
reached your mailbox.
Now the funny stuff isturning nasty.
Lifeisespecialy brutal for Counter
Culture McGoverniks (a.k.a. bleeding
heart liberals). They haven't wonavote
for solong that most don't even bother to
show up for work anymore. Thisold lib-
eral crowd hasa Humpty Dumpty prob-
lem. Their agendafell off thewall in No-
vember of last year, and nobody can put it
back together again.

The other team, Sonny Bono, Rush
Limbaugh, Phil Gramm, and Newt
Gingricharefeelingtheir
Wheaties...gleefully cramming the Con-
tract with Americadown the throats of
the bankrupt liberalsin Congresswith
the vengeanceof Visigoths.

They have abigagenda. It's getting
bigger every day. And it seemswildly
popular outsidethe beltway. The pollsters
can't even keep up with the numbers. Ev-
eryoneisjumpingon their bandwagon.
There areso many new conservative ra-
dio talk show hosts on theair that the
FCC isauctioning off new radio bands.

A year from now, Americans will ook
back at the political battlefield of 1995and
see corpses of the old system scattered
androtting acrossthelandscape.  Some
of the bodieshavealready beenidentified.
Affirmative action programs will be dead.
No more free school lunchesand child nu-
trition programs. Welfarewill beoniits
way out. Food stamps will beteeter totter-
ingon thelip of the grave. Federal hous
ing assistance will bein the dumpster, to-
gether with collegeloan programs. Forget
about women's health, Head Start, and all
those other failed relics o the Great Soci-
ety.

Environmental Laws Hit

Federal environmental laws will bein
for big hits. Endangered speciesarein big
trouble. Spotty owlswill beonafast lane
toextinction, along with Public
Broadcasting's Big Bird and most of the
ColumbiaRiver salmon. Wetlandswill be
mostly converted to WalMart parking lots.

Pollution in thenation's waterways
couldincrease dramatically. A new Clean
Water Act isunder constructionand, ac-
cording toa March 22 story in the Wash-
ington Post, the job of draftingit hasbeen
turned over to the paper and chemical in-
dustry. Their plan isto make compliance
with some provisions of thelaw volun-
tary.

al



In thesamenew Clean Water bill, the
hydropower industry is pushing hard to
reverselast year's Supreme Court deci-
sion granting State governmentsauthor-
ity to control instream flowsthrough sec-
tion 401 o the Clean Water Act at FERC
licensed hydro projects. If the hydro
crowd winsthis battle, efforts by AWA
anditsalliestoincreaseflowsin by-
passed reachesof existing hydro project
could be dedlt asevere blow.

Changesin the Legal System

Killingdf programsand reinventing
environmental lawsisonly thetip o the
iceberg. The new Congressional leader-
shipintendstofundamentally alter the
entire American legal system. The objec-
tive hereistofree tobacco companies
and other businessesfrom the paralyzing
scourged frivolouslawsuits. Under an-
other bill, intended to protect private
property ownersfrom*takings", prop-
erty ownerswill be entitled to big bucks
every timethe government says'no" to
anything.

Everythingnear and dear to the bleed-
ing heartsd liberal s, women, gays, mi-
norities, the elderly, the poor, or tree-
huggingenvironmeddlers isheaded to
oblivion. Hey...after all they lost theelec-
tion (only 49% o the votersvoted Demo-
cratic). Tothevictor belong the spails!
It's the American Way. Only oneteam
wins. Thelosersareleft tosulk inthe
locker room and complain about the ref-
erees.

MudwrestlingIn the Sime

Pit
But that isall just substance. It's the

processthat isreally looking harsh. Poli-
ticswasaways partisan, but politicsin-
side the beltway i s now beyond partisan.
It's bitter. It's ugly. Thecozy littlevillage
o Capitol Hill, oncefilled with perks,
pork, and privilege, has become Capitol
Hell. Membersdf Congressgave up their
private bank several years ago. They now
work 15 hour days, 7 daysaweek. In Feb-
ruary the Senate subway had awreck, in-
juring several elderly Senatorsrushing
toafloor vote. Personal relationships
have degeneratedinto akind of verbal
Mudwrestling. In March of thisyear, a
Republicanleader dubbed Democratic
congressman Barney Frank "'Barney
Fag'. Inretaliation asenior Democrat
from Californiatold the pressthat ase-
nior female Republicanfrom Connecticut
wasa"whore"”.

The Exterminator

New leadersare emergingfromthe
dime. Sonny Bonoisnot theonly Tyran-
nosaursRex in thisleague. One Con
gressmanin particular, Tom ("theExter-
minator') Del_ay, has been morefero-

ciousthan anyonecould haveimagined.
Dd_ay isthe Mgority Whipfor the Re
publicansin the House. The Mgjority
Whip, asthe nameimplies,iskind o a
political Marquisde Sade. Hisjobisto
whip Hell out of the opposition. DelLay is
known as the " Exterminator" because he
got hisstart inliferunning a pest exter-
mination servicein Texas, buzzing
around Houston wiping out roachesand
fireants. He got so angry with the Fed-
eral government for regul ating poisons
and pesticidesthat heran for Congress
and isnow applying political poisonto
Democratsin Congress.

Big Changesfor Outdoor

Recreation

What doesall this haveto do with
whitewater boatingor river conserva
tion?Quiteabit.

For onething, federal landsareinfor
big changes. Picture a giganticgarage
sde Thenational forestswill moreor
less belong to Weyerhauser (except that
taxpayerswill still get to pay for the
roads and subsidizethe timber sales.)
Other Federal lands (especiallyBureau d
Land Management landsin Alaska, Utah,
California,and Nevada) will beturned
over to Stateownership. O course, gold
minerswill still bealowed to stake their
claimsfor $2.50 per acre on any lands re-
maining in federal ownershipleftover &f-
ter the garagesale.

Mog important to outdoor recreation
enthusiasts are the various proposal sto
privatizevarious publicresources and
informationsupplies. Serious proposals
are afoot to deauthorizeand privatize
some National Park Serviceareas, such
aswild and scenicriversand national
recreation areas (Eventhe Gauley NRA
and the New River could befor sale!). The
parks are not the only thing destined for
privatization. The U.SG.S. mapping and
hydrologicservicesare aso headed in
that direction. Boaterswhorely onfree
U.SG.S stream gaugereadingsto plan
their weekend recreational activities
may be buying those gauge readingsfrom
aprivate company inthefuture. The
U.SG.S may not even exist after the bud-
oet battlesd 1995.

These changescould result in mgjor
access problemsand steepfeesfor pri-
vate boatersand other noncommercial
usersd theseareas.

If even half of these changesmakeit
through thelegidativemill, Americawill
beadifferent place.

Outsdethe Betway
Themessageto river conservation ad-
vocatesinside the beltway isclear: " Get
| out o townfast!" Anyoneinterestedin
| the conservationd anything other than
capital gainstax breaks hasalready fled

CONSERVATION

the capitol. Theonly river conservation
now happeningis happeningin the boon-
docks.

Inthiskind o political climate, the
only realistic tacticfor river conserva
tionistsisto go back to ground zeroand
begin rebuilding the whole philosophy
and structure d river conservationfrom
the ground up. The BuffaloRiverisa
casein point.

The Buffdo River,in northern Arkan-
sas, was designated by Congressas
Americasfirst National River in 1973.
Theriver iscurrently threatened by agri-
cultural runoff and deforestationiniits
watershed, but the politicsaf theregion
makesany environmental protection dif-
ficult.

Soriver protectionadvocatesfounded
agroupto work withland ownersand
farmersinstead of using the power of
governmentto try to control them. The
Buffao River Stewardship Foundation,
based in Harrison, Arkansas, buys" con-
servation easements’ alongthetributar-
iestothe Buffdo River. The easements
pay land ownersto grow treeson land
within 100 feet o thetributaries, instead
of grazing cattleor growing cropswhich
increase surfacerunoff and e osion.
Land owners henceearn money for ""good
stewardship" which protectsa precious
natural resource. Accordingto Timothy
T. Jones, the Stewardship Foundation's
Executive Director: "We work directly
with local land ownerswho can directly
contribute to protectingthe river. We ex-
pect high compliancebecauseour pro-
gramsare voluntary. We expect signifi-
cant water quality improvementsbe-
causeeveryonewill beworkingtowards
thesame god: maintaining the Buffao
River asa pristine waterway."

"Our program works because people
arewillingto pay to protect the Buffao
River," adds Jesse Gordon, the Steward-
ship Foundation'senvironmental econo-
mist. "We bring together thosewho are
willing to pay with thosewho can pro-
videan environmental benefit. e pro-
videan opportunity for environmental-
iststo contribute directly to environmen-
tal improvement.”

The Stewardship Foundational so cor-
ductseconomic studies and produces
educational material concerningthe Buf-
fdo watershed,aswell asfacilitating a
"Watershed Council" whereall parties
discussmutually acceptable solutionsto
watershed problems.

Membershipin the BuffaloRiver Stew-
ardship Foundation is $35 per year —
100% of membership dues go to conserva-
tion easements. For more information
about the Buffalo River Stewardship
Foundation, call (501) 741-1750or writeto
Box 5003161, Harrison, AR, 72602.Land
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ownersinterestedin theconservationease
ment program may request a sample ease-
ment contract or other information at the
sameaddress. Box 5003-161, Harrison, AR,
72602 or contact Jesse Gordon on the
Internet at brs#wildfirel.com

Some Clouds
Havea Slver
Lining

Whilethetraditional river conserva
tion agendaisnow sofar off thetablein
Washingtonasto beinvisible, therearea
few isolated developmentswhich may be
good newsto the boating community.

For onething, President Clinton has
proposed radically altering the way
Army Corpsof Engineersprojectsare
funded and built. The Republican Con-
gress, desperate to find money for tax
breaks, seemslikely to go along

Under the new proposal for the Corps,
most of the money for new damswill
have to comefrom the affected localities.
The cost sharing - now 75% Federal and
25% local- will beflipped so that locali-
tieswill haveto pay 75% dof the cost of
most large flood control projects. In addi-
tion, all new flood control project benefits
must be twiceas great asthe costsfor a
project to be approved—and half of the
damaging waters must comefrom outside
state boundaries. If this passes, the eraof
bigfederal water projectsisreally over.

Even apart from these reforms, the
Corpsdf Engineersisinfor somebig
changes. Accordingto American Rivers,
the Corpsmust reduceits $3.6 Billion an-
nual budget by 30%.and hasbeen givena
new mission: to restore" hydrologic vari-
ability" torivers. Since the building of
new damsiscostly and not likely tofur-
ther thisnew mission, one hasto wonder
why the Corpsisstill so avidly pursuing
proposalsto build a$700 million dam on
the Russell Fork River in Virginia(the
Haysi Dam) and three new projectsin the
Cheat Watershed in West Virginia. Poli-
ticsisstill a paradox.

Inapeculiar way, someof the changes
in the Contract with Americacould ben-
efit outdoor recreation groups. Although
theeffort to exterminate Big Bird and
privatize the national parksare hard
pillsto swallow, the changesin Federal
liability law may not be. Thesechanges
apply to al kindsof liability lawsuits un-
der Statelaw, even suitsagainst property
owners. The proposal isto reduce puni-
tive damageawardsand maketheloser
of thelawsuit pay the winner's costs.
This could reduce thefear that some
property owners have of lawsuitsand
make them more willing to alow public
aC(I:IaEI iacroasthei r lands, but only time
will tell.
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~ SPORTS RACK

"ﬁ’i'cbulld[ ur rack 1o fit your
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¥ Weighs less than 25 Ibs. And carries over 1000 Ibs. N

¥ Only minutes to assemble for use —
or take down for easy storage.

¥ Made of strong aluminum pipe, and padded
with neoprene to protect your vehicle's finish.

¥ Custom fit for long or short beds.
¥ Minimum 7 112 ft makes it ideal for kayaks,
windsurfers, hang gliders. — 4 112 ft width makes

easy work of I-K's, rafts, and canoes.

¥ Flip-up kayak stackers lock in place anywhere
along the crossbars.

¥ This rack is tough enough to haul big loads of lumber
or handle any other big load you have in mind.

ORDER YOUR OWN BGLQADNOW $290

White Water Express 17900 Montana Ave. LA, CA 90049
Call/Fax 310820 1103
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DATES: Saturdayand Sunday,
June 10and 11

WHERE: Ocoee River,
Ducktown, TN

Moreinformation, registrationforms,and di i er
reservationscontact:

Susan Wilson- Gentry

52 Albemarle Pl, #16

Asheville, NC 28801

Home 704-268-3836

Freestyleevent for Kayaks, Squirt Boats,
C-T, and Open Canoes. Famous
b . Manor Rubber Downriver Rt Race.

Lats of volunteersare needed for thisevent. If you
wouldliketovolunteer, pleasecall Susan. A kayak
will be raffled off to our volunteers. Thisisa AWA

fundraiser.

Friday, June 9, 7:00pm - 10:00pm
(F§eg| stration- All competitors: Location - NOC Ocoee
U]

NO %I STRATION AFTER THISTIME!!!

Saturday, June 10, 9:00am
CompetitorsMeeting/Bib Pickup: Location- Hells
Hole Competitorsarea. ALL COMPETITORS MUST
ATTEND. Preregisteredcompetitorscansign
waiversat thistime. Preregistrationsmust be post
marked by June 1.

Saturday, 9:30am Saturday, 7:00pm
Terpedo - Squirt Boat competition begins. Dinner/Party/Auction: NOC Ocoee Outpost
(classorder: Jr., Int., C-I, Exp. K-1) Sunday, June 12, 9:00am
Put-in. Raft Raceregistration
Saturday, 9:30 am HellsHole: Finish preliminaries
HellsHole- Open Canoe competition begins. Spirt finals
Open Canoefinds
Saturday, 12:30pm
HellsHole- Preliminary Hole Riding competition Sunday, 1:00pm
begins. Classorder: HellsHole: Expert C-1 finals
12:30pm 3:00pm Expert K-1 Women finals
Jr. Exp. K-l Women Expert K-1 Menfinds
Int. K-1Women  Exp.K-1Men
Int. K-1Men Duckie/Sit on Top Sunday 4:00pm
C1 Awards. HellsHole

®  Photos by Sandi Loftis
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Bow Buoyancy.

[Erewny JuBig) Ag 0joud

How equipped is your kayak?

Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving Bow buoyancy is a function of both volume
deeply at the bottom of steep drops. Enables and shape. Dagger designers pay a lot of
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A
you time to adjust for the next crucial move. cruising boat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs
Helps you ride over the top of that big hole. less. Extensive computer modeling and on-

the-water testing help us determine the
optimum amount of bow buoyancy for each
of our models. Want to know more? Our
catalog is free, our new video is $5.

Dagger.

P.O.Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748
615-882-0404
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An gxclugsive inlerview with the whitewater world's mosi versatile, colorful, controversial and driven

Everybody who

knowsEric Jackson
hassomethingto say
about him. Hes the
kind of guy that im-

mediately evokesareaction, even af-
ter abrief first encounter. Boaters
that don't know E.J. (asheiswidely
known) often have an opinion about
him too. Theadventuresd Eric
Jackson precedehim and float all
around the whitewater community.
Discussionsof rodeosand slalom
races seem to alwaysfall back on to
somethingthat Ericdid or said.

The peculiar thing about these re-
actionsistheir diversity. Inatypical
conversation about Eric you might
hear any one of thefollowing: "Eric
isthe best whitewater boater alive”,
or "Erichasnoideahowtotrainfor
slalom properly”, or "Ericisgoing to
revolutionizethesport™,or "Ericis
goingtototally self-destruct™.

Thefactis, though, thiswide
range d opinions concerningthis3l
year U.S. slalom team member from

Y

Germantown, Marylandiswhat
makes him so interesting. When you
dofinally meet E J.for thefirst time,
you are not surewhether to expect a
self-aggrandizing megalomaniac, a
happy-golucky huckster witha
knack for kayaking, or just aregular

guy.

It's easy tofigure out why so
many peopleknow about E.J. Be
tween winning the 1993 World Cham-
pionship Rodeo, beinga U.S. dalom
team member for the past 6 years, his
blossomingkayak school In Wadh
ington D.C. and his appearancesglid-
ingover somed the hardest
whitewater in the country, he's all
over the boatingworld, literally and
figuratively. But understanding why
heawaysseemsto bein thecenter
of controversy and why so many
people have so many different things
to say about himisalittle morediffi-
cult.

Perhapstheroot o the E.J.
enigmaisthat there aretwodistinct
sidesto his personality. Many

people'sfirst impression o Ericis

his overwhelmingoptimismand en-
thusiasm. Inthe course of my inter-
view he breezed through topicslike
hisclosecalswithfinancial ruin
and nearly missing his Olympicrace
run asif hewasonly discussing how
he nearly missedabus. Eric'sirrev-
erence iscoupled with aquirky way
of looking at peoplewhiletalkingto
them, a by-productd thefact that
heis50% deaf. He often misses
pieces of conversationsand isforced
toreadlips.

Thetemptation istodismissE.J.
asalittle slow-reacting, but don't kid
yourself. Underneath that flippant
surface isahyper-achiever whois
not afraid to work. Ericisalso never
afraid to say what's on his mind.
And hedoeswhat ever hethinksis
necessary to win with an intimidat-
ingruthlessness, evenif it endsin
completedisaster. Theresult isthat
Eric's criticsareoften not sureif his
undeniably longlist of achievements
isjust dumbluck and heisgoingto
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stumblesoon, or if heis
someonewho isgoingto get
thelast laugh.
Ericisasoreachingthe
peak of hiscareerinanin-
teresting timeinthehis
tory of whitewater
kayaking. Thewhitewater
industry hasjust growntoa
point where peoplecan ac-
tually makeadecentliving
kayaking. Ericlivesright
onthefrontier o thisin-
dustry. Hisdesiretosuc-
ceedfinancially (whichis

And then | went to wildwater
trials, and | was 6th the first
day and 4th the second day. |
wasn't that good at wildwater
because | never trained in it.
It was kind of like | borrowed
a paddle, borrowed a boat

and ran down the course.

&,

-
T

matched only with hisde-
sireto succeed in kayaking)
isconstantly pushing himinto un-
usual and sometimesuncomfortable
situations, that he seemsto brush
past without any regrets. Heisambi-
tious, almost to afault, and heiscon-
stantly lookingahead to greater and
greater achievements, that will cul-
minate with himsaf at thethrone o
awhitewater universe.

Recently, | had the opportunity to
talk with Ericfor acoupled hours
and try to get to the bottom d some
d theselingering questions. After
hearing E.J. complainabout afew
articleswritten in other magazines
that hefelt wereunfair and slander-
ous, | decidedtolet himspeak for
himself. Read on, then you decide
what you think.

Just todtart off, what aresome
of your race credentialssinceyou
first madethe U.S.team in 1989?

Let'ssee.. in 19891 got 7th. 6th and 5th
inthelast threeWorld Cup racesand |
was 2ith overall, accordingtotheold stan-
dard of World Cup placement (that was 7
races, with all of them counting. Now,
thereare5races, and you drop the dowest
twofinishesto arrive at your overall place-
ment). In'90 | was National Champion at
Wausau (Wisconsin). At that nationals |
beat the next American by 4 seconds. That
was probably my best raceever. In'91, |
had the second fastest timeat the world
championships (in Tacen, Sovenia), but
with penalties| was14th. But it's been
downhill fromthere.

You mean that your racing ca-
reer hasbeen goingdownhill
since91?

Yeah. In November of 91 | wasat a
training camp in Seo (Spain) and |
reamed my shoulder on the last workout of
thelast day. It was first thing inthemorn-
ing, 30 degreesout and | didn't warm up

il

——

1 properly. I did this upstream (stroke) and
I heard this POP! in my shoulder. | was
screwed. | couldn't do gatesfromNov. '91
to spring of '92. It wasmy left shoulder
and | didn't domy first upstream (stroke)
ontheleft sideuntil the NO.C. race
(Nantahala Outdoor Center) in March.

But you still managed to gt
thetop U.S placement in the 92
Olympicsin Seo.

Yeah, well that wasthreeor so months
later, and | had timetorecover. Actually,
Istarted my best run at the Olympicsthree
minutes upstream of the course, becausel
missed my start.

You missed your start at the
Olympics? That'slikea night-
marecometrue. How did you
managetodo that?

| wasdoing a warmup in somegates
upstream of the courseright beforemy
start, and while| was paddling these
warmup gates, | hit a gate. | paddled
back up to do the gate because | wanted to
be clean and beproperly psyched up for
the big Olympicrace. Well, anyway,
Shipley (fellow U.S Team Member Scott
Shipley) paddlespast meand gives me
thisscowl. | waslike'what's that all
about', and | look at my watchand | real-
izethat | am supposed to start my runin 2
minutesand 50 seconds.

| knew from practice beforethat it was
athreeminute full sprint tothe start from
the practicegates. | said SHIT!, and | did
thisfull pivot turnand sprinted downto
the start. My heart rate wasabout 180
b.p.m. | came screamingaround the cor-
ner and they are werealready telling the
next guy to get ready to go. |just kept pad-
dling and paddling, and | heard my start-
ing beep when | wasstill ten seconds
abovethe start. ljust keptpaddling. | was
tired, but | didn't takeit easy until |
wasinthe first gate. Sothat wasmy

AMETRCan Af'llruufrv Moy, Juni 1555

Olympiccourse. Evenwiththe
extraten seconds| was still
14th.

So anyway, you were
saying that your racing
has been going downhill
since’9l...

Well my wholeyear (1991)
was shot becauseof theinjury.
Physically, | wasbelow par.
Then | went onthe Mega Plan.
(At thistime) Endicott (Bill
Endicott, ex-teamcoach) was
basically retired, and thiswas
before Silvan (Poberaj, current
head coach). And 0 | developed
the Mega Plan. Theidea was

that | wasgoingtobein 4

World Championships: slalom, flatwater,
wildwater and rodeo.

Kind of ambitious, don't you
think?

If it was doneproperly, it would have
beenfine. Iset up all of thetraining for the
wholeyear, and that'swhat | called the
Mega Plan. Everything was perfect. The
volume (of training) was perfect, physi-
cally it wastotally perfect. The problem
wasthat becauseldidn't havea coach
working on my technique, | pretty much
didn't have a singletechniqueworkout in
there.

And what happened wasthat... every-
thing | was doing was based on power and
being physically strong, and my technique
went all to hell. | was jerkingthe boat all
around, and | was very inconsistentin the
spring races.

How did the Mega Plan turn
out?

The first teamtrials wasrodeo,and |
madethe rodeoteam. And then | went to
wildwater trials, and | was6th the first
day and 4ththe second day. | wasn't that
good at wildwater becausel never trained
init. It waskind of like Iborrowed a
paddle, borrowed a boat and ran down the
course.

And then | wasat theslalomtrialsand
| wasthird the first day, and on the second
day | blew thismoveand got eighth that
day. It ended up putting me 7th over all.
So | totally blewthe slalomteamtrialsin
3. And in Flatwater, | heard mytime (for
the 500 meters) wasn't good enoughto even
qualify toraceinthetrials, 0 ldidn't
evengo. Butinreality (I later found out) |
would have been closeto making theteam,
based on thetimes | was posting in prac-
tice. Soall | did that year wastherodeo
worlds.

So out of the Mega Plan, the
only team you madewasther o
deoteam. Was'93 thefirst year



The British have a good team, but

Jan Kellner... has been to races in

England and Austria and all these
places. And | asked him "How

of the Rodeo Worlds?

Actually, the first onewasin
‘91, but I didn't go. | didn't
know about it then.

The 93 rodeo worlds

peoplearen't that good, it's just
that it'sa young sport, like Sla-
lomwasin the ‘60’s. When |
havetotrain twotimesaday for
rodeo, it will beasdifficuit.

wereat Hel Holeon the come there are seven Americans Tochangethesubject,
Ocoee, and despitethe : : who do you think isgoing
fact that you almost out of eightin the rodeo worlds tg_maketj;eslalom team
idn' . thisyear?
S,;gm;gf}k;g;fgg‘{gowm finals? Where are all of the other Wal, | think thisisfinally

therodeo world champi-
onships. Did you get any
fundingfor being on the
on the Rodeo Team?

No. | amsponsored by Dag-
ger, and for that Iget a number
of play boatseach year. But es-
sentially thereisno additional money for
making the rodeo team. But that wasn't
theidea (of making the team) anyway. But
of coursewinning the RodeoWorlds, made
mewortha lot more to Dagger.

Do you think that the Rodeo
Worlds wasa pr etty tough compe
tition or wasit ajoke?

No, it wasn't a joke. The best peoplein
rodeo end up going to the RodeoWorlds. |
guarantee that thereis nobodythat was
not there that could havewon. There were
a lot of goodpeoplewho weren't there, but
they werenot good enough to win.

Who from other countrieshasa
good rodeo team?

Jan Kellner fromGermany wasgood.
He wasthe only one fromanother country
who made the finals. You ssethe Ocoee
holeisa reallywimpy hole. It doesn't have
that much backwasn. And the way the
Worldswork isthat it's not subjective
judging. You have 60 secondsto earnas
many pointsas you can, and if you get
washed out of the hole morethan once,
you're screwed. And it'sreally hard todo
movesfor bigpoints and stay inthat hole.

_ Ifyou weren't therea week ahead of
time, you had very little timeto learn what
you needed to learn toearn bigpoints. |
had 10training dayson theholeprior to
the competitionand that waswitha brand
new boat. So peoplefromEurope wereat a
disadvantage.

Sowhoelseisgood in rodeo?

TheBritish havea good team, but Jan
Kellner... hasbeento racesin England and
Austriaand all these places. And | asked
him"How comether e are seven Americans
out of eight inthe rodeo worlds finals?
Whereareall of theotherpeople from
other countries?" You'd think they would
be good 100... and he saysthey just don't
exist. They (European boaters;dldn't _
know that you could do all thesethingsin
ahole. They thought rodeowastwirling
your paddle. They never went for the hard

people from other countries?"

moves. | talked to Jan recentlyand hesays |
now they aremuch better than they were,
and they candoall of the movesthat we
could doin'93.

But do think that America still
hasan edgein rodeo?
Yeah, we're better in rodeo.

Finally, Americahasan edge
in some paddling sport. Usually
Europe dominatesthe sport. Who
isgood on theU.S team, besides
your sdlf?

Shipley isgood. Salomracershavean
advantage because we paddiemore... we
havea better fed for the boat, were stron-
ger, we're quicker witha lot of things..

Sothereisddfinitey afitness
factor involved in rodeo.
Sure. B0 secondsisa long timeto bein
a holetrying to get asmany movesas pos
shle. You'retired after 60 seconds. But
Corran Addison ﬁwho isnot ontheslalom
team) isalsoreally, really good. You s,
Corran Addison and Bob McDonough are
technically,in practice, or out surfing, as
ood asme. But there isthat choke factor.
h?/tend to chokein big competitions.
And that's another advantage for slalom
racers. Therodeoalmost seemstlike 'H
man, thisisjust afuntime, sowe'realot
morerelaxed than theother guys.

How doesrodeo competition
compareto dalom competition?
Isit asphyscally difficult?Isit
asdifficult overall?

No, it's not asphysically difficult be
causeit'sonly 60 seCondslong. 1 fit were
aslong.asslalomlt could beasdifficult,
dependingon how hard you try. Rodeo
isn't asdifficulteither becausethe compe:
tition isn't asstrong. Thereislotsof room
for improvement inrodeo. It's not that

goingto ber%year towinthe
teamtrials. Thishasbeenmy
best year of training ever. I'm
going to win, Scott Isgoing to be
second, Rich gWEI ss)isgoing to
bethird and fourthisupto
Giddens(Eric), Weisel (Brent)
and Beaks (Jason).

Do you think thereisaten-
dency in thiscountry for racers
to be too concer ned about tech-
niqueand not enough about
trainingvolume?

Well, lets just say that everyoneteased
meabout my Mega Plan in'93. They were
saying, "Oh, youre over-training”. All |
ever heard fromeveryonewas " Think
about when you werétraining with Fox

Richard, time world championin slalom)

oxdoesn't dothat™. And the reality was
they were wrong. Fox doesmore. | wasdo-
ing 406 minutesof on-time a week, and Fox
was doing 411 minutes. Soin reality, ev-
eryonewas clueless. The amount of volume
(Europeans) weredoing wasmuch higher
than everyonethought.

When you say 'everyon€e you
mean...

| mean everybody who | got feedback
from... mostly peoplein DC. Idon't think
Shipley, Giddensand Weiss(whoall train
outsideof D.C)) really cared what | was
doing. They know what they want to do,
they're not worried about what I'm doing.
Let'sjust say that a lot of people still come
uptomeand Sioﬁ "Now that you madethe
teamagain in'94, now you know that you
wereover-training in °93.” And | say, “No,
Silvan has me doing more work than
when | wason the Mega-Plan.” But there
area lot of people who think that my big-
gest deficit ismy technique. And they will
%et 0 they can do movestechnicallywell,

ut they can't do moveswell fromthetop
%épe coursetothe bottomof thecourse

How do you rateyour tech-
niquein termsaof other U.S. Team
boaters? o

In'93, | would haverated it 6thinthe
country. In'94 1 would haverated it sec
ondinthe countrxz next to Shipley. This
year, fromeverything I've seen fromtrain-
ing with Scott and Rich and Giddens, and
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thosearethethree | would con-
sider with gr:eat technique, |
would say that Shipley and |
have the best technique, and
then probably Giddens. But he's
not in shape yet. Then Rich. |
oweal| of it to Silvan.ol(\)/loy tech-
nique hasimproved 100%since
'93.

Ok. Letstalk about
with what happened to
you theday you were
front pageof the Wash-
ington Post. From what |
know about it, in 1993,
right beforethedalom

The problem was they (Paddler)
wrote two separate articles
covering five pages without ever
talking to me. They were basically
saying that I didn't need money, so
why was | out there? When the
reality was that I had 40 dollars to
get me to the team trials. | needed
money, and that’;;, why | was there.

i

T

team trials, sou wereon a
street corner in downtown D.C.
with your team uniform on and
your kayak in front of you and
you wer e panhandling..

| wasn't panhandling, | was selling
autographed pictures of myself.

«.Sdlingautographed pictures

of yoursdlf,and after about three !

daysof doingthis, you happened
tomakethefront pageof the
Post, alongwith agory describ-
ing what you wer edoing. What
set people off about that piece? |
know that it created a lot of con-
troversy.

The problemwith the Post article was
that it was coupled witha storejabout "Op
eration Gold” that the USOC (United
Sates Olympic Committee) had just an-
nounced. (Operation Gold 1Sa program
that the USOC devised to givecashto med
alists, #5000 for a first placeintheworlds,
$4000 for second, etc.). That article was

about the USOC saying "Look what weare |

doing for athletes now.”

Inmy article, the Post suggested that
all kayakers wereinmy situation finan-
cially (that is, poor). Many paddlierswere
offendedby this, especially the oneswho

werefurthest frommy situation. Theones |

closer toit tended to sympathize.

A few monthslater, thewhole
issueraised it'shead againin a
sory that appearedin paddler.

It wase monthslater, inthenext calen- |

dar year. The problemwasthey paddier)
wrotetwo separatearticlescoveringfive
pages without ever talking to me. They
werebasically saying that | didn’z need
money, So why was | out there?When the
reality was that | had 40dollarstoget me
totheteamtrials. | needed money, and
that'swhy | wasthere.

They talked tolotsof peoplewho knew
nothing of the situation. They made state-
mentsabout being on Connecticutand K

And on top of it all,
thiswasin 1993, the
year of the Mega Plan,
and you didn't makethe
team.

Right. When | went to team
trials, first thing therewasa
|lot of athletes who weretotally
pissed at me. And someof them
verbally told methat they were
pissed at meand someof them
wouldn't talk tome. Everyone
was pretty much shyi ngBaway
frommeit seemed like. But
then Bill Endicott (who was
team coachat thetime) told
Christine (Eric'swife). “Don’t

A

| streetslikethey werethere, and they were
not there. Thearticle wastotal dander.
They weresayingthat it wasn't just what
Ididthat was wrong, but that I wasa
bad personaswell. | also fed thatasa
magazine about paddling, they should
have taken ona moresupportiverole.

Sowhat did theU.S. Olympic

i-committeesay about all of this?
_ Peopleweretelling methat the Ol

pic Committee waspissed, but then when

It camedowntoit, and whenthe Olympic

| Committeewasno longer hearing just ru-

{-mors, they were not only no longer pissed,

| but they realized that what I did wasto-

| tallylegal. | wasn't panhandling like

| some people said, but sellingpictures of

[ myself

-

{- ~ Therearesome peoplewhothink that
I_you should not get any money if you are

i-an amateur athlete, sothosepeoplearen't
{-going tolikeit oneway or theother, just
Iketheyaren't going o likeit if you have
{-asponsor. And thereare F[1)eoplewhoare

| friendsof mine who say that they don't
{-agreewith what 1 did becauseit hurtsthe
|_names of the sponsorswhosenamesareon
{-my boat.

[ tantisthat I havea jobtodo. Iam hereto
i-train. | aminthissport comehell and

| high water. And | amgoing todo what
{-ever | havetodo. Period. Aslongasit's

i withintheletter of thelaw and what 1 feel
| isethical and | fed comfortable with my-
iﬁlf Il don't carewhat theseother people

I think.

| Andthebottom lineisthat you
raised what, $1400.00?

| I'raised enough moneytodriveout to

| Coloradoand gototheteamtrials. It

{-wasn't enough to keep mein my house; |

| still %otevlcted. And theday that I left

| that house wastheday my wifewent to

| have Dane (Eric's seoond child).

But for me, theonlything that's impor- |

tell Ericuntil after trials, but
~_onMonday after thetrials
thereisgoing to bea meeting todecide
whether E.J. should be punished for what
hedid inDC.”

—

On what groundswerethey go-
ingto punish you?

Well, there wereno grounds, but that's
not important. That'swhat they were plan-
ning on doing anyway.

Whaos" They'?

"They" meaning theathletesand the
U.S.C.K.T. (United Sates Canoe Kayak
Team). And Endicott told Christineand
Christine couldn't not tell me, even though
shewas not supposed to tell me (until after
thetrials). | waslike, "What thehell is
wrong?" and shetold me. Sothenight be
| forethetrials| wassitting therewriting
my defense. | knew that there wasnothi nP
they could punish me (for). Iam totallyal-
lowed any day | want totakemy box of 8 X
10 photos and solicit fundsfor my train-
[-ing, aslong asit goesthrough proper
channels.

! Sothosegtoriesof you getting
$1000.00 checksthosethreedays
aretotally false?

That'stotally B.S Igot noneof that.

What finally cameof thewhole
thing~

It fazed out. Basically, everybody that |
cared about that Ifelt weremad at meand
wereshying away fromme.. | talked to
themindividually to straightenit out and
clear theair. | could deal with peopleona
onetoonebasis. And that was fine, 01
was 100%comfortable with everybody.

Would you doit all over again?
_Of course. Except next time | would
bring more8 X 10's. And makea better
sign, too. Therearestill good friendsof
mine who think that | shouldn't have
takenthat approach, but infour days, you
figure out how to makethat much money.
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It ssemstomethat
thisisareally tough
lifestyleto have, espe
cially when you are mar-
ried and havetwokids.
It seemsalmost impos
sible.

| could havea different
lifestyle. I could havea full time
jobthat I train around. And
I've gonethat route before. But
for me, right now, | want to be
the Olympic Gold medalist.
And |'m competing against
peoplethat don't have jobs,
some of themhave never had
jobs. These peoplearetotally
focused ontraining and doing
what they haveto do to win.

Now Lugbill (Jon) wasone
of thosepeople who could hold
a joband winWorld Champi-
onships for example. But he wasWorld
Champion long beforehehad a job like
that and then he wasableto carry on that
lifestylewith a job later on. But it got to
himafter a while. Hecould no longer do
what he needed to do with the responsibili-
tiesthat hehad. And that is part of the rea-
son why heisno longer in the sport.

But responsibilityislooming
up around you. | mean in light of
all thistraining, perhapsyou
should have held off on having
kidsuntil you weredonewith all
of this.

Therearealot of waysat looking at it.
Therearetwo peopleina marriage...ina
partnership. My deal isthat I am goingto
kayak. My wife’s deal isweregoingto
have kidswhilewe areyoung. Christine
never getsinthe way of paddling. Sheis
100% supportiveof my training, and with-
out her it would be harder to do what | am
doing. | don't get i n the way of what she
wantsto do. She wanted to have kids. We
have two kids, and the kidslivethe ulti-
mate lifestyle. They do not suffer for my
paddling. Christinemight suffer for my
paddling, becauseshe goesthrough the
stressof "' my god, we haveno money inthe
checking account, we have no foreseeable
ie?come and rent isdue’: and whatever

*.

Sncetheday | started training in1984,
| have beentrying to figureout a way to
support myself through paddling. My ob-
jectiveis to support myselfand my family
through kayaking. 1n1995. I'vegot it fig-
ured out.

How many major sponsor sdo
you haveright now?

Basically, I've got twenty peoplethat
make my lifework, that make this whole
thing work. Letsput it this way. 1994 was

| was watching these cruisers
there who were running all of the
rapids, and they were making it.
But they were going 30 miles per
hour down these 45 degree slopes
with their downstream paddle
dragging in the water... to turn.
They were just about to trip on
their paddle at any second and rip

running, what'sthehard-
est river you've ever
done?

Overflowat three feet, or
Bear Creek at high water.

Morespecifically,
what isthehardest rapid
you'veever run?

| would say probably the
most intenserapid is Stairway
To Heaven on Bear Creek. Its
higher.and harder than Gorilla
(onthe Green). 25 ft vertical
dropsinto two feet of water ...
that typeof thing.

their fa.gis_off.

the first year in my career that | balanced
my budget. In1992, the Olympicyear, |
borrowed $25,000 to get to the Olympics.
Whichisduein1998 at 10% interest,
which is$44,000.

Soin'g2and'93 | madeit only because
| wasableto borrowall of this money. '94
wasthefirst year that | wastotally self-
sufficient. In'94 | had two kidsand | did
all themajor races. In'94 | supported my-
selfinmy sport 100%.

To get back fa general river

Who would you say is
thebed cruiser inthe
country?

That depends. If you ask
what cruiserscan runthe hardest water
most successfully, the safest, and do the
most thingsonit; | would say the best I've
seen would be Brian Homberg, me, and,
uh, Corran Addison. But therearea lot of
other boaterswith bigger ballsthan |
have. Shipley isgood also, but heistoo
conservativeto beat thetop. | amciting a
lot of slalomracers, becauseif you watch
someof the (non-racing) cruisers, they
bomb down theserapids and they makeit,
but I'm cringing the wholetime. Because
they're running therapid, but they're not
necessarilyin control.

Let'stake Stairway to Heaven (Bear
Creek), for example. | was watching these

Boy Wonder Eric Jackson- Kayaking since age 6, determined to be the best!

Photos courtesy of Christine Jackson




cruiserstherewho wererunning all of the

rapids, and they weremaking it. But they

were going 30 miles per hour down these 45

degreeslopeswiththeir downstream

;]J_addl edraggi nz%bl nthe water... toturn.
hey were just about totrip on their

paddleat any second and rip their faces

off.

~ It'sthings like missing eddies, and tip-
pingover inmajor rapids. Iy 7 wereat
their skill level, 1 wouldn't run someof
theserapids, because!l would beafraid.

How longdo you plantostay in
slalom? o

Currently everything is second to da-
lom. And after 96, everything issecond to
making money.

What areyou goingtodoto
makemoney?

‘| amgoing to promotekayaking. | am
goingtodoalot of things, someofthem
aretop secret. 1 amgoing to build up my
kayak school, and centralize on vacations
and a ot of other money making deals
withthat. After'96 | amgoing to get onthe
track, wheresoon we will beowning a
house. Thewholeidea isthat in2004 | am
80I ngto beretired, financially indepen-

lent and rich. All of that good Stu.

So | have given myself eight yearsin
businessand my objéctiveisto makea mil-
liondollars by 2004.

You arevery goal oriented.

Yeah. Well I want to win the World
Championshipsor the Olympicsin
kayaking, and | want to win the World
Championship for making money. The
gist of thisisthat | ama goal-oriented per-
soninthesport of kayaking. And inthis
sport, thegoal isthe Olympic Gold Medal.
Inorder to ?et that, you have to surround
your wholelifewith paddling and make it
work. Youare not going to win if you
don't. You could beinthetop ten maybe, or
evenontheteam, but you are not going to
win. Sothat'swhat Tam doing.
~ Everything you hear about ., like be-
ing downtown and i n the center of contro-
versy. All of that is becausel've sur-
rounded m?;.self with the sport. I've %fr)]t to
dowhat | think | haveto do to win. And
my situationisslightly different,because
I'mmarried and have kids, |ttakesmore
noney for meto get throughthe year than
theaverage person.

When It comesto money | havetodo
what other peopledon't havetodo. When it
comestotraining, sometimes| dothings
that otherpeople don't do. _

Thereason why I am alwaysinthecen
ter of controversyis becausel trytodo
what ever it takesto win. The bottomline
isthat I've got my shirt deevesrolled up
and | amdoing everything |1 can possibly
dotowin, every day. After ‘96, thereis go-
ing bea hell of a lot morecontroversythan
thereis now. becauseright now I amonly

inthissport asanathlete. But after '96 |
amgoing to bein thissport asa business
person. Therearenot that many
whitewater millionairesright now,
when | becomeone, thereis going to be
controversy. The detailsof my planaren't
important, but my general visionisthat
kayaking will bea sport that will beon
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For two decades, weve been the world leader in whitewater
kayaks. And now, the company that has boatsfor everyonefromthe
most enthusiasticbeginner to the hottest rodeo paddler, bringsyou three
of the coolest new river machinesto hit the water.

tele\/isiononaret];\tﬂjlar basis, wherekay-
aksaresold at K-Mart and Sports Author-
ity, where Corran Addison isa profes
sional athleteon a specificteam, and | am
theguru of the wholething.

Editor's note: Contributing writer John Weld
is an accomplished cruiser who never
misses eddies or drags his downstream
paddle when running 45 degree slides.
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Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 104 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.
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Neatly tucked away in thesouth-
eastern corner of Tennessee, just
East o the Cumberland Plateau, lies
the city o Chattanooga. If you stood
by any major thoroughfarethereon
acold, wet, winter morning you
would no doubt seeoned the gang
headed out with one o those plastic,
missile shaped things on their car.

It might be Ron Stewart, or Doug
Wellman, or Terry Smith, or Andy
Turner, or Bo Eakens, or Tim Will-
iams, or Clay Wright,or Howard
Tidwell. He probably would becran-
ing hisneck out his car window, try-
ingto ascertain how much rain had
fallen, or theorizingon the philo-
sophical ramifications of fear on the
meaning d life. Eventually hewould
disappear onto onedf themany rain
slickened back roadsthat surround
Chattanooga, only to return after
dark with astupid grin, avoracious
appetite and an unusual ability to
find hot tubs.

What few localsrealizeisthat
these scraggly philosophersare
somed thetop whitewater boaters

-4

in the country, and havé been great
contributorsto the sport of
whitewater boating. A combined re-
sumed their qualificationswould
include notableperformancesin
world classwhitewater rodeosand
hair races, involvement in environ-
mental battlesand appearancesin
many notable video productions. But
thetrueforte' o thiselitecadreare
creeks: thereally steep creeksthat
surround the Chattanoogaarea.

In the mid 1980s boatersfrom all
over thecountry cameto test their
skills on North Chickamauga Creek,
usually in thecompany o alocal
guide. Often thismentor wasRon
Stewart, who's name has become
synonymouswith North Chick, or
his partner, Doug Wellman. To-
gether they savored thewildsdf
North Chick Gorge, whilekeepinga
constant eyeout for new runs.

Soon the Green River in North
Carolinawas pioneered by Tom
Vishnusand John Kennedy. It be-
camethe new testing ground, with
technically demandingrapidssuch
as Frankenstein, and the monster
drop, Gorilla. Duringthefollowing

o

summer you could oftenfind Ron or
Doug up at the Green, learning the
nuances of thisnew breed o steep
creek. Not far behind, a second gen-
eration of Chattanoogaboaterswas
closely watchingand

learning.  Theavailability of
shorter, safer creek boats, like the
CorsicaSand theFreefal, camein
responseto the demand for boatsca
pabled tacklingthe Green.

By the early 1990s the creek boat-
ersd Chattanoogahad opened sev-
eral cutting edgerunsthat pushed
the envel opeto new extremes. The
Chattanoogacrowd madethefirst
descentsdo Bear, Soddy, and
Richland creeks. Soon tofollow came
North Pole, Hendersonand Falling
Water. These creeks, alongwith new
runsby other groupsin North Caro-
linaand West Virginia, redefined
classV creek boating; with steeper,
tighter rapids|like Gargoyle(Bear),
Skywalker (Soddy) and Mind Bender
(North Pole). f notewerethree
monster drops: Stairway to Heaven
(Bear), the Fallson theLittleand
Hair of the Dragon(Fallingwater).

Quoting Doug Wellman, "If you
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Page 44: Bear Creok; Page 45 back: Doug Wellman first drop Stairway (o Heaven , Bear Crook;
Bottom Lol to Right: Doug Wellman middle drop Stairway te Heaven, Boar Creek; Stairway o
Heaven, Bear Creok; Bon Stewart Red Mol Chili Pepper, North Pale Croek




Left: Looking back up at one beautiful
Class IV &V rapid after another
Below: Mike Deckert near the Summit
Right: One great bedrock drop after
another. Day 3

CREEK

THE BEST WHITEWATER
IN WASHINGTON?

A guidebook author and his buddy launch
a three day, class V expeditionthrough the
wilds of the Olympic Peninsula.
— oy uary Korb

anging from my perch 80feet above
theriver, | wasthinking wecould
haver un theclass VI canyon with
lessrisk than weweretakingon
these crumbly gorgewalls. And | wasfacing
3 my own worst nightmare—aflooded class V1
canyon with no apparent portage.
Thiswholenerve racking trip had started
twoyearsearlier when | had seen slidesfrom
Scott Matthew'sand Sprague Ackley’s ex-
N < ploratory trip. " The best whitewater in
: _!:;h Washington," they claimed. | was seduced by
R fm shotsd spectacular ledgedropsin amazing
P RS Orges.

Scott sent me some notesfrom histrip:

Tshletshy Cresk
Class V-V logged at 150-200cfs
Length 128miles+ 7mileson QueetsRiver
Gradient 143feet/mile (50to340)
Timerequired 3to4 days
ldaytohikein (11 miles)
2daystoboat theriver (20hours)
Number of rapids ClassIIt 1™
ClasslV 67
ClassV 20
ClassVI to unrunnable 10




| showed thisto my buddy Mike
Deckert and we wereoff. Tshletshy
Creek isatributary to the Queets
River onthe west side of
Washington's Olympic Peninsula.
Not only isTshletshy hard to say and
spell, it'seven more difficult to ac-
cess. Thereare no roadsanywhere
near thiswatershed, whichlies
within Olympic National Park-an
untouched temperaterain forest.
Theworld'slargest DouglasFir and
Alaska Cedar areattractionsaong
thetrip.

First we hiked the empty kayaks
seven milesand 3100vertical feet to
thedivideseparating Tshletshy from
theQuinault. It was April and the
snow madesliding the boatsthrough
the upper meadowsvery easy.

Two weekslater wereturned
with three day's worth of sdf sup-
port gear and we headedfor "the best
whitewater in thestate.” When we
reached the boats we |oaded some
gear inthem and carried therest in
packs. Once westarted into the
Tshletshy drainage, thetrail went
from badto non-existent. After tra-
versing several blowdownsand ava
lanche chutes we were exhausted
zombies.

Wesat and rested, staring at the
headwatersof the creek. Small
chutesd snow fed several tiny tribs.
We scrambled down about a hal f
mileand reached thecreek; it was
about 15dd

Westared in stunned disappoint-
ment, wondering how far wewould
haveto wak beforethere would be
enough volumeto paddle. We were
s0 exhausted we made camp, just as
therain began Nosurpriseinoned
thewettest valleysinthe US. We
each had small tarpsand soon we
wereresting comfortably and cook-
ing ramen on Mike's stove. We joked
about waking up inthemorning
with amplewater to paddle. Soon |
wasasleepon my bed of moss.

The next morningwediscovered
our dreams had cometrue. About 75
cfsaf rusty brown water wasflowing
past our camp. An amazingflow,
consideringthe drainage areawas
only about 4 square miles!

We put on and after a half mile
we cameto thefirst gorge. Scouting
revealeda100feet o drop overfive
falls. An easy portageonriver left
put that gorge behind us.

At the second gorgewe scouted a

bigrapid that went around aturn to
theright. | walked down and scouted
theturn; therewasaclear route
alongtheleft wall. Looking down
fromabove, | didn't redlizethat it
dropped about tenfeet. | told Mikeit
was okay along theleft and headed
down. | eddied out just intimeto see
Mike's eyesbulgingas heflew
around thecorner and plunged over
thedrop.

Wewerestarting to havesome

real fun. Just below the second gorge
we spotted a hugebull elk whoseant-
lerswereadorned in rich velvet.

Another mile brought usto the
"Tshlasm."” Thisisthethird gorge,
which drops about 150feet in several
falls. Another easy portageonthe
|eft and we were back in our boats,
making good timethrough endless
classllI - V drops. Thewater level
was now about 500 cfsand the creek
was starting to haveareal punch.

By afternoon several closecalls
had left ustired and scared. Thewa
ter level wasat |l east 750 cfsand the
holeswere becoming areal terror.
At one point we braved a trashy
boulder-choked messon theleft, just
toavoid asmall fallswith abenign
holeontheright.

Our judgment waswarped. We
needed tofind acamp, but we hadn't
seen anything but gorgesfor hours.
Then, thereit was, a perfect spot.
Thisturned out to be the only camp-
siteinsix milesdf demandingcan-
yon. At lower water levelsit would
take quite a push to get therein one
d

Weset up whiletherain contin-

ued tofall. Aswesat cookingour
dinner, knowingthat theriver
‘would continuetorise. | wasterri-
fied, thinking, "You got yourself into

hismessand now your going to
haveto get yourself out."”

Thenext morning theriver was
huge. Brown explodingwaves car-
ried debris speeding dff around the

orner. Weestimated theflow to be
about 1800 cfs. Aswe ate breakfast
wetalked about laying over aday or

S0, but decided if wedidn't show up
on schedule, our wivesmight initiate
arescue.

We put on and blasted thefirst
miled brown raceway, only stop-
pingto scout onegiant rapid ending
in a huge hole. We stopped to scout a
classlV drop that dammed intoand
under alogjam with amazingforce. |
wanted to portage, but the cliffswere
vertical or worse. There wasone
placeto go under thelogson the
right, but the current was movingto
theleft.

Asl gotintomy boat | felt| was
takinga bigchance. My fear made
therapid seem class VI. One missed
strokeand I'd facemy demise. |

| watched Mikehit afew holesand

pull right safely. Thisgavememore
confidence, and | madethe moveeas-
ily.

Y But after ducking under the
trees, | saw Mikescrambling along
theleft, trying to get into an eddy. |
pulledi nto thesow water onthe
| right and started treading water
alongthewall. Mike could get out of
hisboat but he couldn't see much.

He5| gnaled theright looked better.
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It didn't matter; | couldn't tread

water any longer, so | headed down
theright side. Bumblingthrough the
classV drop that followed seemed
anti-climactic after al our close
cals.

We burned off another milecof
great water, even stoppingat several
playspots,easing our anxiety abit.
Then wecameto a narrow gorge
with a severe horizon. Scoutingre-
vedledatenfootfalsramping intoa
violent flush around a blind turn.
Smooth high wallskept usfrom see-
ing much around the corner, but
thereappeared to beanother signifi-
cant fallsahead. | couldn't even
think of running thesedrops.

A small crumbly gully headed up
ontheright, so up wewent. After a
horrendous workout roping loaded

Left: Near the
headwaters, small
& steep

Bottom: Ducking
one of Tshletshys
giant trees

boatsup the cliffs, we dead ended
about twenty feet from the top. We
were so exhausted we just sat, sup-
ported by a Yew tree that wasthreat-
eningto tear loosefrom thefragile
walls.

Mike decided to go back down
and attempt another route. We
hoped he would be abletolower a
ropefrom above. Hangingfromthis
perch, | wasthinking it would have
been easier toflush over thefalls, as
compared to crawling alongthose
cliffs, toothand nail. After about
twenty minutes| heard Mikeyelling
fromabove.

Helowered the ropeand pulled
the boats up. His route had been ex-
posed and scary, so | decided to use
theropefor thelast pitchadso. With
nothing but flaky rock to climbon, |

went hand over hand. But about 3/4
d theway up my strength ran out. |
hungfor awhilewith my foot stuffed
intoaroot hold.

Lookingup at Mike, | could see
he was concerned. | thought about
goingdown, but | wastootired. | had
about afivesecondtalk with myself
andthen | wentfor it, usingall the
strength | had left to reach the top.

From here we started what was
to bean hour long trudge covering
about 200 yards. When we got back to
theriver it treated usto agreat mile
d boating, classIlI and IV witha
coupled classV's. Inoned thebig-
ger drops Mike was pushed | eft into
abighole. Alongridefollowedby a
rear ender into an ever bigger hole.
After another longride, Mike wound
up at the bottom, laughing.

Thiswassome great boating. As
theri\c/j(;r eased ulpa bit Wefounlgl
somedynamic ots. Soon kay-
akswereflyi ngpa%sgaddleswergy
twirling.

Confident grins accompanied us
asweflushed out into the mighty
Queets. Weenjoyed thelast few
milesdf bigwater, whilewetried to
spot theworld'slargest DouglasFir.

By thetime wereached thetake
out we wereflying high. Aswedrove
theshuttlewerelived theeventsof
thelast threedays. | had redly
pushed myself, both physically and
mentally. Neither of ushad ever ex-
perienced a watershed so untouched,
S0 remote, so special. Theworld we
had traversed wasenchanted. The
gorgeswerestunning and the
whitewater was humbling.

Someday, 'l doit again.

EDITORSNOTE: Gary Korbisan
accomplished kayaker and the au-
thor o A Paddler's Guideto the

| Olympie Peninsula.




by Michael G. Deckert

estled in the monntaing of  _
southwest Washington State,
McCoy Creek had long posed
amystery to me. Having
seen thecreek pour out o itscanyon
at itsconfluencewith Y ellowjacket
Creek (atributary of the Cispus)), |
could only wonder what the rest of m
McCoy Creek waslike. My imagina:  FS88
tion ran thefull spectrum from doz- v
ensd beautiful runnablerapidsto ¥
milesof unportagableand -t =i
unrunnableKiller Fang Falls. Onthe |5 T
g L

map the upper section looked reason- | ";:'.:J {.'
. N

able. Thethree hundred foot contour _
lineswere about three miles apart. S :

But questions df reasonability e A r
wereraised by the remaining mile e A
and a half abovethe confluence. It
wasimpossibleto discernfrom the
map if thelast mile and a half
dropped three hundred feet, four
hundred and fifty, or closer to six
hundred feet! Intrigued, | told my
friend Tom Wadf about McCoy Creek.

Finally, over a twoweek period, % . [ A — _
Tom and | paddled McCoy Creek e - & -
threetimes. In thecoursed these ; ;
adventures, we conned several oth-
ersinto paddlingwith us. Shawnand
John wereour first victims. We
roped David and Peteinto our sec-
ond trip. Finally, we conned Gary,
Bill, and JEff into running the creek
with us. Even Shawn came back for
some morefun on our third trip.
With progressively higher water on
each of our threetrips, thefollowing
story arose.

Over theyears| havediscovered
that yawningon the shuttleisdi-
rectly proportional tomy level of ap-
prehension. Aswedrovetoward
McCoy, | found mysalf constantly
yawning. Driving up to and beyond
snow line, we eventually walked the
last several hundred yardstoa
bridgeacrossthe creek.

Bad news, wewereway too high
in the watershed and the water was
way toolow. Back in thecars, we
drovedownstream, lookingfor an
appropriate put-in. Several miles
downstream, wheretheroad over-




Page 49: Tom on McCoy creek
Above: Tom Wolf on Tom's Slide
Right: Shawn, McCoy Air

looked the creek, we could seethat it
had grown to about 100cfs. That
looked much better.

We plunged df thelogging road,
scrambledthrough theforest, and
slid downthesided the mountain
several hundred feet to thecreek.
Sunlight splashed through thetrees
aswedonnedour gear."A beautiful
Day for apaddle,” | said, still yawn-
ing.

Thewater wasabit thinin the
beginning. Open boulder gardens
wereinterspersed with beautiful
mini-gorgesthrough bedrock. The
creek raced through sluiceswith
canyon wallsformed by vast blocks
o rock. It hurled itself dff ledgesat
theend d thosedluicesinto poals.

Logsforced ustolimber up on
our limbo as we passed through nar-
row gorges. Boof movesoverlogs
were also needed to negotiate the
canyons. Missed boofsled to im-
promptuand innovative machina
tions... such asflippingand flushing
under logs. Fortunately, for us, no
onegot pinned.

Small ledges provided playspots
and holesfor donuts. Thedrops be:
came bigger as we paddled down the
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creek. Theintensity increased when
thecreek corkscrewedover aledge
intoapothole. Visons o
corkscrewinginto the potholefol-
lowed by avertical washing machine
thrashing danced in my head. A
cleanrun waspossible by ridingthe
water banking down and off theleft
wall. Deposited in themain current,
furious paddling avoided thetrees at
the bottom of thedrop.

Treesalso completedthe ap-
proachto Tom'sslide, a beautiful 20
vertical foot dide. Thedebristhrew
Tom off-lineduring his approach.
Theensuing action proved interest-
ing, especially sinceit wasn't hap-
peningto me.

Y es, Dagger FreeFalls can do
mystery moves. Tom and hi s boat
disappearedin afoldingholeinthe
approach. Tom proved he couldrall
inasmall pool immediately above
themain drop. Coming up facing up-
stream, he hit therock forming the
lipd thedlide, and immediately
flipped again. He grabbed the rocks
and held himsalf, nearly upside
idown, inthemiddleof thecreek at
thebrink of thedlide, with his
paddlein one hand. After contem-



plating hisfatefor afew moments,
helet go o his paddle, hand rolled,
and successfullyexplored a new line.

Around the corner from Tom's
Slidel saw an Extremedo a bow
squirt. A tight pair o falls, each
about 5feet, provided passage
through ashort boulder choked
gorge. When David ran thefirst falls
hisboat buried vertically in thepile.
The boat then proceededto do a bow
squirt throughthedot of the second
falls. Moreamusing action, espe-
cialy sinceit wasn't happeningto
me.

The creek continued with man-
ageableledgesand chutesand we
started to think we might makeit
homefree.

Premature Thoughts. McCoy dis-
appeared down aseriesd andresite
water slides. Chinook Slideconsisted
d four different sections: the ap-
proach drop, the"serpentine’, aten
foot slide, and atwenty foot "finale".
Sectionfour, thefinale, had two
routes. Theright wasa water slide.
Theleft wasatenfoot falsinto a pot-
holefollowed by another ten foot
fals. Most d thecurrent went to-
ward theleft hand route.

Portaging |ooked unreasonable.
Sodid running it. Even scouting pro-
vided unexpected entertainment at
Chinook Slide. Davidfell intothewa
ter and flushed into adeep pothole
eddy inthe serpentine. With the
sidesd the pothole polished abso-
lutely smooth, he could not climb
out. Swimming downstream would
have beenavery poor option. After a
little creative rescue work, he was
back onterrafirma.

Petefurnished someentertaining
action, especially sinceit wasn't hap-
pening to me. Heflipped at the bot-
tom of thetenfoot slideand rolled up
at the brink o thetwenty foot fi-
nale. Being pushed | eft, heran the
first ten footer backwards. Heran
the second ten foot drop upsidedown
and backwards.

But, now it was my turn to supply
theentertainment. My plan after the

serpentine wasto run theten foot
slideand then head for theextreme
right sided the finale. But the bot-
tom of thetenfoot slidecompletely
blew my plan. By thetime my boat
and | surfaced, still upright, | had no

time and no choiceother thantoim-
proviseanew planfor the finale.
Flyingat warp speed towardthelip
o theleft side potholefalls, | had
timefor one paddlestroke before be
ing launched over the brink. Two
new friends, Sudden Deceleration
and Rousing Sidesurf, waited for me
at the bottom.

Fortunately, Chinook Slideended
inalarge pool. After extracting our-
selvesfrom holes, or doing whatever
other littlethings (suchasrolling)
needed to be done, the pool alowed
usto regroup and collect our
thoughts.

Westarted to get afeel for
McCoy. It seemed determinedtolose
amostall o itsgradient inlarge
chunks. Withintheconfinesd one
beautiful gorge we paddled many
fiveto sevenfoot ledges. Theday
seemedtoslip quickly away. Visions
o getting caught by nightfall started
totrickle through our heads.

Rounding a corner, we were con-
fronted by a 20foot falls. Bdow the
fallsthe canyonlookedforeboding
and appeared inescapable. Should
we commit ourselvesto the canyon
below?Thefallslooked clean, but
wasit?Tom and David repelled

: _ L 4
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downthecliff past thefalls. Wewere
going to portage.

| threw my boat into the pool be
low thefallsand prepared to rappel
over thecliff. But after onemore
look at thefalls, Peteand | decided
what the hell, letsjust runit. Unfor-
tunately, my boat wasal ready gone.
So, | crammed mysdlf into Toms boat
and ferried it over thefallsfor him.
Rollingup at the bottom, the adrena:
linewas coursing through my veins.

CohoFalls ...just ridethesilver and
hope you can still spawn whenits
over.

Thenext corner presented a steep
ledgedrop that funneled into theleft
hand cliff, then into ahole. Aftera
small pool, there wasan ominous ho-
rizonline.

Weall had clean runsthrough the
funnel, but there wereafew endosin
thehole.

At the horizonlinewewere con-
fronted with a50foot drop. A steep
chuteledto atiny pool formed by a
rock ridge acrossthe creek. Thewa
ter then spilled onto a steep water
slide. David thought maybethere
wasalineonthefar right, if you
could get intoit! Fortunately, Tom
had 75foot of climbing rope. A short
carry and alittle ropework brought
ustothe base d thedlide, so wewere
not forced to test Dave'stheory.

Another dlide, 12-15feet vertical,

American Whitewaterv May/June 1555



waited for usaround the next cor-
ner. McCoy Creek wasstill deter-
mined to dissipateitsgradient in
large chunks. But only onesix foot
ledge drop remained beforethe
confluencewith Y ellowjacket Creek,
We got to paddlethe best of
Y dllowjacket Creek with night fall-
ing. In the gathering darkness, we
contemplated our exploration of
McCoy Creek. A beautiful warm up
led to ClassV fun. Excludingthe
limbo movesin the approaches, all
the bigdropswere clean and were
run, except one. In the darkness, we
took out smiling.

Left top: Gary Korb running Coho
Falls

Left bottom: Shawn on McCoy Creek
Right Bottom: Tom Wolf running Coho
Falls

Top: Bill exiting Pothole on Chinook
Slide

Bottom: Jefffinishing Tom's Slide
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|
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KUSKULANA!

AN*ALASKAN
WILDERNESS
ADVENTURE

‘r by Roger Pollard

Left: They always look easier from the seat
of a plane
Above: Shuttle by air on the Kuskulana

I t wasalmost toofunny. Above, abird of prey, symbol d Americanfreedom, circled overhead, whilean

elderly touristfilled hisgastankin Vadez. Thepassenger'ssidedoor of theWinnebagoopenedand out
poppedalittleY orkshireTerrier, atiny caninethelikesd ahairy Chihuahua. Asthespoiledlittlecreature
pranced about the vehiclewith the confidenced a wimp being protected by its bodyguards, a hurling
shadow moved acrossthe pavement. Within secondsthe bald eagleswooped down, snatched thedogfrom
itsoil-stained earthly bond and disappeared into the nearby valley.

BrianTealeand | laughed at that newspaper story aswe bounceddownthewashboard road towardthe
small town of Chitina. It wasaconversation that centered around wilderness and how lucky wewereto
haveitsoclosetohome. Liketwokidswhosebackyardisanopenfield, weweregoingout toplay. Weta ked
about all theriversstill left to bedonein the Wrangells, many of them second descents. The Cheshnina,
Chetaslina, Dadinaand others; all found in Andrew Embick’s guidebook, Fast and Cold.

Until thebook'srecent publication, littl einformation wasavailableabout many of the riversin Alaska
But even beforethebook reached print, Andy had been kind enoughto sharedataabout therivershehad
paddled. Hishighly detailedfirst-hand descriptions, typed and copied by computer, werethesecret codes
to adventure, circulated among a small group of boaters whofed on thewild runs.

For Brian and | thefileon the Kuskulana Upper Gorge wasan eye-catcher: agem buried in the
stack of seemingly endlessriver options.
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A typed pagefrom thebook’s draft
and acopy o an articlefromaBritish
canoe magazinetitled Dare the Wild-
est River contained quoteslike, " The
Kuskulana Gorgeis closeto thetop of
anylista "all-time"rivers,notjustfor
Alaska, butfor all of North America",
and, "Four years o prior scouting ef-
fortsby road, by ai r and by |aboriously
hiking along the canyon rim (repel-
ling part way in at intervals) had laid
the groundwork for the run." These
suggested the Kuskulana would be a
superlative adventure.

Sincel firstdroveacrossthebridge
abovethegorgeand looked upstream,
theKuskulanahad,for me, becomethe
icon o wilderness Alaskan rivers.
There were certainly more difficult
runsand otherswhich wereknownto
contain primo whitewater. But as it
disappeared around a corner up-
stream, the Kuskulanaseemed amys
terious and tantalizing enigmawith a
uniquecharacter, hiddenintheheart
d my favoriteareaof Alaska

Addingtoitsmystiquewasthefact

that our descent was, by chance, des
tined to occur exactly tenyearstothe
day after thefirst descent.

Oncein Chitinawemet awildness
d our own... intheformadf theChitina
Bar. A Twilight Zonelike establish-
ment at the edge o the world, or as
Brian aptly put it "where pavement
meetsthe wilderness". Chitinaisthe
epitome d a modern day wild west
town. Aquietmai nstreet wispingwith
dust, facade building fronts bleached
from the extremes o climate, a post
office,and aliquor storerepresent its
commercial end. Over asmall knoll a
hugeand wild waterway, the Chitina
River, converges with the Copper
River, forming a glacial waterway
who's silt is so dense that a kayaker
can hear it sifting of the bow o the
boat.

A place where state residents can
drop a net in and pull out up to 30
sockeye Salmonfor thepriced aten
dollarlicense.

Fromthetel ephoneoutsidethebar
| struggled to hear the dial tone as
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Above: Near the putin on the Kuskulana
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Guns and Roses "Welcome to the
Jungl€"” blaredfromaspeakerjustover
my head. | struggled to communicate
with our bush pilot, Dave King, from
Gulkana Air Service, to confirm, as
previously planned, that we wanted
him to meet usat the ChitinaAirstrip
inthemorning.

"BadnewsDave thewater'salittle
highbecauseoftherain," | said."Were
goingto havetoget upearly and make
up our mind. Well call you at seven
oclock. If it clearsuptonight and gets
cold, welll probablytry it."

BecausetheKuskulanaisinavery
narrow canyon, the smallest amount
of precipitation could maketheriver a
dangerousinescapabl eride. Onerapid
wasparticularly troublesome. Wehad
beenwarned by ChrisRoach, whowas



onthefirst descent, to" Scout it good
fromtheair. Andifyoucan't getouton
theright aboveit, then don't runthe
river'.

The rapid, he said, was distin-
1guished by a big boulder which had
alleninfromriverleft, forrningahuge
undercut.

Embick's notessaid theriver was
not "'bank to bank™ below the bridge
onhisfirstdescent. Priortoour phone
calltoDavewescoutedfromthebridge
andfoundthat theriver wascurrently,
in fact, bank to bank. Our hope was
that theriver woulddropover nightas
theglacier froze.

Soweneeded cold weather and the
rain had to stop. Running the
Kuskulanatook on theaurad amini
expedition,condensedandencompass-
ingmany variables: westher, aircraft,
timingand remoteness.A mini adven-
turetailored tothe needsd aself em-
ployed carpenter and a family man
with limited time.

In Alaska days arelong in mid
summer, but by mid September, night
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setslimitson boaters. Whenwewoke
at 6am., wesquinted fromthebridge
toseewhat thewater|evel lookedlike,
250 feet below. Webothagreedthat the
level didn't look much different than
thenight before. But thesky wasclear,
thestars wereout, and it wascold.

The importance of our decision
rested i nthefact that onceweentered
into the gorgesection, eight milesup-
stream, It would be difficult, if not
downright impossible, to escape. Af-
ter someconsternation, wedecidedto
goforitandflyin. Wereasonedthat if
It was too high, we would stash our
boats, fly back out and return a week
later and hikeback in (15 miles) todo
therun.

Wecalled Daveand heagreed
tomeet usat the ChitinaAirstrip. He
showed up at 8 am. with his Super
Cub, the ultimate bush plane, capable
d landingonthesmallestd stripsand
abletofly atincredibly dowspeedsfor
aerial scouting. Tentofifteenminutes
after take-off | wasgettingabird’s eye
view o the magnificent Kuskulana

May/June

Gorge.

Beow,asusual, theriver was
difficult to read. Wasit too high?It
didn't look bad, but then again they
never dofromtheair. Fromabove,the
lines were clean, gradient and water
speed were non-existent and the can-
yonwallsdidn't look steep at all. Ev-
erything looked easy.

"Man, thisisa hell of a nar-
rowcanyon," Daveturnedandsaidas
webanked to get a better view. "River
doesn't look too bad though,” he said
with the confidence o a bush pilot
who will not be battling the river in
lessthan an hour.

"Yeah,right." | thought tomy-
sef. "Youjuststickwiththeflying,I'li
worry about how hard itis."

Oneconcerntoweredover therest
inmy mind.

Theundercut! Where wasit?Where
was this critical place? | simply
couldn't seeit anywhere.

| searched in vain and came up
with nothing. Further and further up
the gorge we went. At one point we
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Above: Kuskulana excitement
Below: Kuskulana Gorge

spotted a stump on the river-left side
d anarrow constriction, but passedit
df asnot beingaproblem,sincethere
appearedto beacleanrouteonthefar
right, alongthe canyon wall.

Once past the Gorge the river
ct:)rcl)anged chalglactecrj and botla_oaneari b-
N d gray-blue, descendingan o
o glacial vallgy at ?ﬁme

base of enormous
16,390 foot Mount
Blackburn, whose
lofty summit tower-
ing through the sift-
ing clouds. A major

mountai neeringchal -

lenge, Blackburnand
its glaciers are the
source d a constant
summertime water
supply. | could only
imaginethe power it
would unleashon an
80 degree mid sum-
mer day; the wide
graveled valley cov-
ered by atorrent o
liquid cement, grey
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with heavy sediment.

But now, with winter closingin,
the river was relatively small, fast,
cold, and unobstructed, as it weaved
itsway throughthewidegravel bars.

Concernedabouttime,| asked Dave
if he couldland on the gravel bar be
low Nugget Creek. This would alow
usmoretimeinthegorge.

"Noproblem," hesaid. "Let'stake
alook." From above he pointed to a
spot about three milesbelow thegla
cier, asmall, consistent strip o sand
ontherockstrewnriver bed. | nexpert
bush flying fashion, he planted the
planeright on the numbers.

"Ask Brian to look for the under-
cut rock asyoufly himin. Tell him|
couldn't find it,” | told Dave, empha
sizing theword undercut, which| fig-
ured meant nothing to him.

As| waited for Brian to return, |
noticed two miner's cabins high on
the opposite hillside. The tiny dots
werebarely visible; it wasdifficult to
tell that they werebuildings.

It'shardtofindaplacewheresome
onehasn't been, | thought. Virtually
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every mountain hasbeen climbed, ev-
ery valey hiked, if not mined. If you
cangetthereby airplane,fourwheeler,
snow mobileor foot, you can beguar-
anteed someonehasbeenthere. After
all, man haseven been to the moon.

Weliketo build things, put things
in order. | remembered a quote from
someradiointerview | had heard. The
guest said that chaosisthelaw o na-
ture and order is the dream of man.
Likewild animalswelay claimtoour
territory inoneway or another; it's an
innate thing. For some, it's building
structures; for others, it's pounding
mining claim signs. For the true
redneck, it's wrecking havoc with a
bulldozer. Andfor thepolitical power
wielderswithfriendsin theconstruc-
tion business, it's erecting dams.

Today, though, geography would
remove usfrom all of this. We would
beleaving theland o the nail pound-
ersandfour wheelerstogowhereonly
akayak could (or would) venture.

| bent over and began stuffing gear
intothe boat. Eventually, thered air-
planereturned, landed, and deposited

Brian. He hadn't seen the undercut
rapid either.

From the river bank we tossed
rocksintotheopaguewater, hopingto
ascertain its depth and estimate the
CFS... as if two wild-eyed Alaskans
would even know what that acronym
means. "Looks like a lot more than
300," | said inaconfident tone, hoping
that Brian would agree.

"Yeah, I'd say there's alot more
than300," hemutteredwith hisusual
nonchalance.

We found the upper stretches o
theriverfast. Withseveral sectionsof
boulder-strewn rapids it wasan ideal
warm-up. Huge piles of logslined the
bankshighabove,indicatingtheamaz-
inglevel theriver reachesinsummer.

We came upon the Gorgeabruptly
and, once in it, we were lost. My
memory d the flight reconnaissance
was gone and nothing was recogniz-
able. In placesgiant bouldersclogged
the river ailmost completely, leaving
small unscoutable slotsontheir sides.
From the rotten walls above a large
rock fell, careeningintothewater. It

just missed Brian, who called out a
warning. | scanned the walls
anxiougly, asif wewereinthemiddle
ofalightningstorm, abouttoget nailed
by a bolt. In many places the walls
werevertical.

Brian wasleadingaswerounded a
corner: he turned frantically and be-
ganaferry towardoned thewalls.His
face had a look of immediacy as he
stalled his progress with the ferry,
hoping to find an eddy that wasn't
there. Ahead, | could seethe problem.
Alargetreestump rosefromriver left
and disappeared below the horizon to
theright.

Asl mimicked Brian’sevasiveferry
I remembered the stump from the
aerial recon. But wasit thesameone?
The walls were beyond vertical, they
wereoverhanging. Therewassimply
no way to portage, or even get out and
scout. Therewasnochoice buttorunit
far right.

"Thisway," | called to Brian as |
passed him. | lined up along the right
wall and dropped over theedge, trying
my best tokeepthenoseof my Freefall
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Above: Brian Teal deep in the Kuskulana
Gorge

up and praying that the log was not
lodged under the surface.

Brain soon joined me in the eddy
below.

"l remembered it from theair,” |
panted.

He smiled. "Jesus," he said, "I
thought you were a dead man. So |
reckoned| might aswell joinyou".

There was no turning back now.
Thegorgewasan austere place, grey-
black bandsdf rock devoiddf colorand
fauna. Drop after drop, blind turn &f-
ter blind turn... and awaysin our pe-
ripheralvisionwerethevertical walls.
Occasionally | managed to climb out
on tiny ledges and snap pictures to
show my friends.

Fromagravel bar onriver left we
could only see the top o an obvious
drop. We could not scout the meat of
the rapid from the gravel bar. Just
downstream was a large jumble of

rocksforming theinsided a bend o
theriver. Wefigured therapid could
be scouted from those rocks, but be
caused anoverhangingctiff wall, the
only way to reach the rocks was by
Swimmingacrossan eddy.

We decided to jump into the icy
glacial water and swim the 50 feet.
Brian held the throw rope as| swam
acrossand climbed up ontothe sharp
jumbled rocks. Brian joined meafter
tying the other end of thethrow rope
aroundalargerock. Hepulledhisway
acrosstheeddy usingtheropeasasort
d Tyrolian Traverse.

As we stood silently on the talus
heap | could seethat Brianand | had
truly foundwhat we had comel ooking
for-adventure! Adventureintheform
d an inescapablerapid, deep in the
Upper KuskulanaGorge.

It waslikeany rapid d difficulty:
steep, violentand agood placetoget
hurt. It wasasolid classs by our stan-
dards (whatever that means these
days).

And we were not paddling on our
hometownriver, but inaplacewhere
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nature, not thelocal power company,
controls the flow. And we were very
much alone.

Negative thoughts, magnified by
the claustrophobic surroundings,
flashed into my head. In that moment
| wasona727 abouttocrash at theend
d therunway. My wifeand daughters
were asking why?

| could hear my parents, consum-
mate worriers, saying, "l tried to get
him to stop that dangerous kayaking
crap. But all hecared about washim-
sdf. Why wouldn't helisten?".

These are the excuses and guilt
tripsthat usually allow metorational -
ize portaging.

Brian had his own thoughts. At
this point there was probably no bet-
ter person to bewith. Brian istruly a
hard man; one o Alaska's most ac-
complishediceand rock climbers. He
hasseveral wildernessriver runsun-
der hisbeltand, beingaValdezian, he
is used to boating alone on difficult
rivers. As a consequence, he hastre-
mendous decisionmaking skills.

Brian and | surveyed the opposite



canyonwall. If it had been possibleto
portagethere, weprobablywoul dhave.
But we agreed the rock was too steep
and scaly to traverse and the eddies
weretoo marginal.

Bdow ustheglacial water acceler-
atedtoapoint just aboveasharpturn
to the left. There it split into three
dots, plungedintotwolarge holes, then
piled against an overhanging wall on
theleft. Thentheriver madeasharp
turntotherightand racedout of sight.

If natureischaos, thiswasnature
at its penultimate.

Conceding that we had to run the
rapid, we swam back to our boats. |
only remember threethingsabout my
runthrough therapid: thetextureand
shaped thebouldersdefiningthecru-
cial upper slot, slamming into a sub-
merged rock in the lower hole, and
getting whacked in the nose by my
paddiein the middliehole.

Once past the bottom hole |
struggledto catch an eddy that would
allowmetoview theentirerapidfrom
the bottom. But the current was too
swift and it swept mearound the cor-

ner beforel could get agood look atthe
monster. A few seconds later Brian
shot past the overhang and made the
eddy.
My relief of seeing him round the
corner wasonly overshadowedby the
fact that westill hadn't identifiedthe
dangerousundercutrapid
that we had been warned

Above: Brian Teal at the putin, Mt.
Blackburn 16,320"in background
Below:Brian Teal deep in the Kuskulana
Gorge

about.

But as it turned out,
we never encountered it.
Apparently time and the
tremendousforcesd na
ture had done away with
It.

As we continued
downstreamthedifficulty
d the rapids diminished
and the gorge walls sud-
denly changed character.
The rock became highly
fractured and shotty. We
suspected that no pieced
it could ever be large
enoughtoformmuchad a

hole.
The steep walls re-
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mained, but were now only 200 feet
high. We continued down class two
water forthreemoremiles. | wasmore
than happytobenearingtheend o our
adventure, but | kept my feelings to
mysdlf. | could tell that Brian would
haveliked even moreaction.

ToosoontheMcCarthy Road Bridge
cameintoview. A groupd youngkids
peered downat usand madetheir way
to the catwak below the bridge. It
seemed hard to believe that just ten
hoursearlier wehad stood onthesame
bridge, our nervous breath steaming
in the darkness. The adventure that
took onesingleday to completeleft us
feelinglike we werereturningfroma
month's journey.

At the take-out we cracked open a
few beers| had stashed the night be
foreand sat by theriver's edge. The
kids departed and the stillness o the
Wrangell M ountainswas broken only
by thesteady sound o the Kuskulana.
The bright, late afternoon sun was
piercing and in a tree above the can-
yonrimaneagleglaredat us. Perhaps
ijt was the one who had snatched the

og.

Wetapped our bottlestogetherina
toast. "To the mighty Kuskulana" |
said, grinning.

"Tothe mighty Kuskulana" Brian
nodded.

It was September ninth and the
Alaskan winter was just around the
corner.

(Editorsnote: Roger Polilard rents boats
and leads whitewater trips for
AlaskaKayak in Anchorage..(907) 349-
4588. He wants to encouragemore AWA
membersto comeand test the whitewater
of the Last Frontier.)
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Photos by Rogoer Pollard
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by Ret Talbol

Thereissomething about her
hands; strong hands. She'slived...
living... alive. Powerful hands. But
handsthat could play the piano...
stretch. Octaves, depressing keysat
oppositeends; extremes. Hot or cold,
black or white... wet or dry.

The kayak cutsthewater, slices
it like a spear-glow through ice.
Rushing. Orangein the heavy green
water, pushing forward and down-
ward and onward. Freedomaof move
ment — powerfullyfree.

Her handson the paddieare an
eleganced autonomy captured in
fiveslender motions. Moving,the
bonesrise against the skin and press
it uplikeridges. Ridgelinesrising
andfalling and shifting. It isa
simple motion; unplanned, thought-
less. Complexity o processdancing
now, up and down, riseandfall.

Rapids pour through gapsand
drops, around rocks and up against
walls.. down and away. To safely ne-
gotiatearapid you need torelax and
feel thecurrent. | learned thisfirst of
all. Without knowingthis, you can
never beagood kayaker. | learned
thisfirst, but | still can't doit well.

| see her hands not only as part of
her, but asher. They represent her,
the way she could touch me—hold
me—stabilize me. Likerighting a
capsizingvessdl, floatingme. She
would carefully draw meto her with
those hands, draw me up and out of
thewater and dry me.

| see her wrap mein agray, wool
blanket and draw mein. Shedries
me. Her handsagainst the dark woal,
her strong hands, they envelopeme.
| can seethis... | want this.

Theelectric colored canyon walls
areaboveusand around usand we
areinsidethem, deepinsidethis
place. And thesmellsd dinner... on-
ion and garlic, and the mosquitoes
and theriver —theever present

river, passing by camp al night. All
night | hear theriver.

| dream o her hands. | dream
that her hands are autonomous—the
way they movesofluently, so care-
lessly, but with such beauty. Beauty
from autonomy... and their freedom.

In my dream her hands are never
still. They moveand moveand
never, not evenfor a moment, do
they stop. Faster andfaster, they
blur and nolonger can | pick out
their intricacies. | want to stop them,
to hold her handsin mine; study
them. Thescarstell stories: actions
manifested,frozen. Thetextureis
rough and it caresses me.

But | stop... Dont reach for them,
don't stop them, don't hold them,
dr(])n't contain them. | am afraid todo
that.

Through treesat theriver's edge,
the sun pocketsd morning wake me.
Abird inawillow, the sand beneath
meand thesmell d baking bread...
and thesound d theriver. Always
thesound o theriver. Theboatslie
at theedged themighty currentina

{91
HER HANDS

row o obscene colorsagainst thein-
nocuoussand. And | am there, just

| waking up and still thinking she

might be there too; with me... But

| sheisnot, never hasbeen.

Therearebigrapidsaheadand |

" know | should el the exhilaration

inthecenter o my belly. I know I'm

| lookingfor the gut-churning fear and

theracing pulse and the pumping
blood. | know all o this, but | don't

| fed it. Knowingandfeelingare so

different. | wonder whichismore
important. And al | feel isdf her and
for her and my desireto bewith her.

My passionfor her isabrim-
ming, opulent, love sickened emo-
tion which | want to pour out at her
feet likea pitcher o milk on black
tile. Theloving isthefeeling, be
comestheemoation: A Thing. And
this| know.

In my dream | did not stop her
hands. Didn't. To be misconstrued,
misunderstood, taken for what | am
not, for what | don't want to beto
her; in her eyes—in her hands. And
0| don't; | hold mysdlf within, con-
tain myself against mysdif... for her.

And so, very quickly, reality
closesin. A horizon appearson the
river ahead. The poundingand
crashing isstill distant, but the
soundisdistinct. Thisisvery real. |
takeseveral strokesand then stop
and allow my boat to drift withthe
quickening pace o theriver. | strain
upwards, comparing what | can now
seewith theimageetched in my
mind from scouting. A hugeholeto
theright, undercut wall totheleft, a
seriesd diagonal wavesjust dff the
wall.

| point the bow of my boat into
the hugewavetrainin the center of
theriver. Thewavesare gigantic,
somed thelargest I've ever paddled.
Theexhilaration is complete, the
fear becomesintense.

Diagonal wave pushes, brace
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erately, quicken my cadence. The
sound d crashing water isevery-
where, but thereisonly silencein
my head. Largeboulder that looks
like dog on river right. Gottacatch
theeddy. No mistakes. Must catch
the eddy. Comingfast, pushing, surg-
ing, breaking, running. Eddy line,
swirly waters... choose my angle,
good solid hard strokes, now.

Break thelined current; linebe
tween the utter chaosand unsettled
cam.

Peddle hard, keep the angle, lean.
Then the counter-current catches me
and spins me, snapping my boat
around likethethrashing of an
aligator'stail. | paddieforward into
the protectionthat the rock offers; a
liquid island sanctuary amidst the
raging rapid on either side. "Half

way there," | say to myself.

Mohawk's new and revolutionary THIGH RETAINER takes
the place of thigh straps or saddles with built-in thigh retainers.
This innovative thigh retainer holds its shape so the paddler eas-
ily slipsinto " paddling position" without readjustment or having

the hassle of getting into thigh straps.

This new system quickly and easily adjusts, with a stainless 1€ pull-one-strap release 2
steel cam buckle, to fit any size paddier. By pulling on asingle ~ for both legs is the easiest
strap, located just forward of your lap, both legs are released at ~ 'deasel've snand it sure
oncefor aquick exit. Thefourinch width of the unit and itsthick ~ is comfortable.”  (Bob
micro cell foam give very comfortable and firm support to your ~ Latham - Longtime ACA
thighs and hold you firmly in the boat with very little knee lift. ~ Trainer).

This unit will retro fit most foam saddles and pedestals.

THIGH RETAINER - NEW FOR 9

=y . £ water. Feathered movement entranc-
: > “ g" ingmeonthecamd theearly
: b morning river. Very quiet, | think.
Very quiet. Wedancetogether on
thesurface d theriver, moving
freely and blindly with no apparent

hard and lean! Still up. Paddledelib- |

purpose.

We make camp and sheleavesa Andthenit'sthereand thisisit.
notein my boat. How strange, | The merethought o thisrapid
think. How lovely and crazy and makes meshutter. TheRAPID.
wonderfully strange. My eyesdevour | "SylussSuckhole” they call it. A
carefullyformed letters; script in bigdrop into an ugly hole, ahuge
blueink. hole. The biggest I've ever seen. "Get

"I makeametaphor out of through thisone, kid, and you're off
kayaking rapids. Thought you might | theriver.” | say to mysdlf.
beinterested.” Thinking about portaging. Redlly

| am. Scared. Sneak isontheright but you

"Therapidsaren't ssfe—you have| havetoenterfromriver |eft. Enter
no control over them, but you can be | and paddle hard—and with purpose.
safein them. Thedanger isinyour- | Bigdrop. Bigger hydraulic. Powerful
sdf. If you're scared you'll end up water throwing itself back on itself

hurt. It isjust amatter of creating inatorrential waved heaviness
your own reality." driving at the unseen bottom. Don't
Reality, | wonder. Redlity? hit the-hole. Fear. Can't get sucked.

Ontheriver again. Shepaddles | " Syluss Suckhol€"... stupid name.
gracefully ahead d mewith confi- Stupid.

dence. Her poiseisborn of aware- “Therapidsaren't safe, but you
ness: avarenessbornfrom herself. | canbesafeinthem.”
Her hands manipul ate the paddle. We are one hundred yards above

Bladerisingandfallingthroughthe | thedrop.Itismy run. | glanceat

MONAWES VEW SADDLE st THIGIL RE TATSERS

Mohawk has a new foam saddle with integrated quick release thigh retainer and
knee wedges. It holds you comfortable and firmly in place and is adjustable so it
will fit practically anyone.

"' S0 quick gnd easy to getin and out of. No #4igh strapsto messwith and it holdsme firm-
Jy in place, yet it is very comfortable.” (Jeff Richards - Steep crecker, winner 1992
Ocoee Rodeo & Winner 1994 short boat class Dixie Division (slalom races).

“I've used a Mohawk #4igh retainer on %ig water in Costa Rica, the Upper Yongh and
Steep Cresksand it'Sjusz grear. | tisextremdy comfortableand holds you tightly in the boat,
It firs anyone, iseasy in and out, and last 77 not |east, p#// on one Strap that is practical-
Jy in your lap and #¢ releases both legs at once: The studentsin my canoerolling dlassesjust
: Jove it". (Mike Aronoff - ACA Instructor, Washington DC area.)

] "Mohawk's zew thigh
retainer is great! Really
holds you in the boat, yet ©
quick and easy to getin and
out of: It guickly adjuststo
fit @// Szes of our students.
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her. Sheisn't lookingat me. She
knew I'd look at her. She knew. She
has such control.

Paddling hard and crossing cur-
rent. Enter thedropfar right—right
ontarget. Andthen theriver careens
downward; Fervently lewd Kayak
plunging the drop. Lean back, get
ready to brace. Holeisright there.
Churninginear and | fight fear. Hit-
ting water...missed rock, hole pull-
ing and me paddling hard.

"Gonnamakeit!" But thenl flip,
caught off balance. Fighting back up.

Fed paddlein hand... Grab shaft
and swing. Snap. Roll. And then| am
knocked down again. Theliquid
world beginsto disintegrate around
me.

"Gonnahaveto bail." Paddle
thrusting again. Swing, Snap, Rall
and... UP.1"mup! And breathing
hard and paddlingand "Good God |
pulled it off... and paddlingstill.

From the pool below therapid |
watchthedrop. | waitfor her. |
imagine her above and paddling. |
imagine her seriousness, | imagine
her. Sheis pushing nearer to the
edge—not being pushed-but direct-
ing herself. Her head appearsand
then her shoulders and then her
handson the paddleand then the
boat. She hasa good line. She begins

e

her move; theentry intothe
river right sneak. Likeabird,
graceful,shearcs her back and
pulls herself around arock and
creststhedrop. My eyesdrop
with her boat, transfixed. " The
danger iswithin yourself,” |
mutter to mysalf.

As she paddlesout
the bottom o therapid | wave
excitedly. She maneuvers her
boat in beside mine behindthe
rock.

"Nicerun. | amost
swam," | say.

"Wereyou scared?"

be"Ilie.

"Soyou didn't?’

"Didn't what?"

"Swim".

"No. But that diagonal caught me
df balanceand rolled me"

"Wereyou scared?"

"Of what?"

“ Uh...” Throwndf guard by her
tone, "Therapid.” | say looking at
her face.

"No. Not therapid.” And then she
paddlesforward and curves out of
theeddy. | watched her asshe
paddlesaway down stream. It iseasy
paddlingfrom hereon out. The pull-
out isonly two milesdownriver.

We havedoneit, theriver isours.
She paddlesaround acorner and out
d sight.

"Didn't havetimeto |

AREA YERDE
EXPEDITIONS

GUATEMALA

HER HANDS

Editor's note; Ret Talbotisanin-

structor at the National Outdoor

L eadership School, an English

teacher and afree-lancewriter. He
urrently residesin Lakeville, CT.

RI OSHonDURAS

10281 Hwy. 50. Howard. CO 81233
800 255-5784

looking For a new place to paddie?
Join us in Honduras and experience-
tropical paddling. We offer a variety
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service |
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through Ilush rain
Forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Man,
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other |
kayak and raft trips.

Cal for more information and
detailed itineraries.

KAYAK

P.O.Box 476
Salida, CO 81201
(719)539-7102
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"awhitewater paradise in the
heart of the Mayan wond.”

Rios Cahabon, Lenquin, Polochic
and newly discovered Rios Penima
& Matsnzas, [AYE 94 first descents)
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ENTRAPMENTS

by Richard Penny and Paul Martzen

A boater's worst nightmare. Over a steep drop, and then
thunk, your bow strikes rocks lurking in the froth below. All
forward movement stops. Pain radiates through your feet,
ankles, and knees. Frigid water cascades over your back and
head; your chestis forced to the cockpit. You can see almost
nothing: only froth and partial darkness. It's hard to breath.

Time to get out, now! You let go of your paddle. And then what?

"And then what?" isthe crucial

question that wewant to dis

cuss here.

Thedynamicsof thevertical

pin with entrapment can beeas-
ily simulated by leaning a kayak against
agrassy vertical slopedf 45 degreesor
steeper. Climbin the boat and you will
discover that gravity can besufficientto
entrap apaddler in a vertically pinned
kayak! When wefirst tried thisexercise
aspart of ariver rescueclinic, wewere
astonished by thisdiscovery. According
to conventional wisdom, akayak must be
dlightly folded in the bow, snaring the
paddler's legs, in order for entrapment to
occur. Not 0! Gravity alonecan prevent
many paddlers from escapinga vertically

pinned kayak.

Photos by Cockgl){ size makesall thedifference.
i Many o the boatersin our clinic that
Richard Penny & tried thissimulation could not escape a
Paul Martzen Dancer (presumably an old modd... Ed.),

and some could not escapeavertically
pinned Infinity. Ontheother hand, ev-
eryone could escapefrom boats with key-
hole cockpits, such asthe Prijon boats
and the Perception Corsicas. Inthese
boats both |egs could be bent, then with-
drawn simultaneously. Bothfeet could
then be placed on the cockpit rim, allow-
ing the paddler to dive or climbfromthe
boat.

Inthe Prijon boats, the forward end
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of the cockpit isslightly more narrow,
initially allowing only onefoot to be ex-
tracted to the cockpit rim. Asthefirst leg
isstraightened, the second could be with-
drawn, and the foot extracted. Standard
C-ls, such asthe Gyramax and Slasher,
were easy to escapeas well.

Wefound agreat differencetoointhe
ability of our participantsto escapefrom
simulated pins. Smaller, more agile boat-
erscould usually work their way out of
the small cockpit boats. Larger, less
adroit folks weredoomed. Practice
hel ped, and many who could not escape
at first weresuccessful after several
tries. We had several participantswho
were excellent rock climbers, with
strength and agility honed on the big
wallsof Yosemite. Thesefolksset the
standard for escapefrom the tighter wa
tercraft, using hedl, toe, and knee to
chimney their way from the narrow con-
fines of the pinned kayak.

We created amore challenging pre-
dicament by having two assi stants press
on each paddler's back as he attempted to
escape hisentrapment, thussimulating
the pressure of water coming over the
drop. Now here wasa difficult and ex-
hausting simulation, even though it was
practiced inawarm, dry environment!
Under such awkward conditions, only a
handful of the participants could escapea
pinned Dancer, and then only after a pro-
longed struggle. In someof the boats with
medium:-si zed cockpits, many boaters
found they couldextract their legsonly
asfar asthemiddledf their shins before
they would topplefrom the cockpit, an
obviousscenariofor bilateral tib-fib frac-
tures.

Remarkably, despite the simulated
water pressure, even the most clumsy
and chubby o uscould escape safely
from thelarge cockpit craft! Most modern
large cockpit designs have the added ad-
vantage of forward bulkheads, reducing
therisk of broken ankles secondary to
impact. Our conclusion: large cockpit
boatsaretheonly safechoicefor steepriv-
ersand creeks.

Escapeaids can make the difference
on boatswith marginal cockpits. German
boaters developed theidead tyinga
pieced oneinchtubular webbingto
their stern grab loop and then leaving the
forward end dangling intherear of their
cockpit. A vertically pinned boater could
hopeto push himself back into the cur-
rent, reach over his head to the webbing,
and then pull himself from the cockpit.
Various stern-mounted tow systems
might be substituted for thisrig.

Wetried the German system, and
someof usfound that it helped usescape
from small cockpit kayaks. But other
boatersstill could not escape. Many of
those that benefited had toengageina
lengthy struggle. Every paddler that tried



Bill Murphy exiting a large cockpit boat after
a simulated vertical entrapment

the German system wasforced into a po-
sition that would have prevented an air
pocket from forming around their head
and upper body.

Practice with the snag tag rescue
method can beincorporated inavertical
pin and entrapment simulation. Twoline
handlers, standing asif they were
stretching arope acrossariver, bring the
line up from downstream of the en-
trapped boater. Asit reacheshischest,
hecan lift hisarmsover thelineand use
it to stabilizehimself. Providentialy, al-
most every participant in theclinic could
escapea small cockpit boat, despitesimu-
lated water pressure, with the assistance
of asnagtagline.

Based on thisdiscovery, thesnag tag
should beviewed not only asan aid to
stabilizing a boater entrapped in a verti-
cal pin, but also asan aid to the boater's
extrication.

A paddler inavertically pinned boat
hastwo choicesasto what to do once he
has hisfeet on the cockpit rim. One
choiceistodiveor jump downstream. A
lessrisky choice, if thereisaboulder or
exposed rock near thelip of thedrop, is
to can climb back up the boat onto the

Exiting despite simulated water pressure

Remarkably,
despite the simulated
water pressure, even the
most clumsy and
chubby of us could
escape safely from the
large cockpit craft! Most
modern large cockpit
designs have the added
advantage of forward
bulkheads, reducing the
risk of broken ankles
secondary to impact.
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_ Exiting with the aid of a German escape
gystam

rock. A German escapesystem, atow rig,
or arear broach loop can beatremen-
dousaid in climbing the boat to safety.

One o the authors (Richard) has been
foolish enough to vertically pin twicein
his paddling career: onceinaGyramax
C-1 onthe North Fork of the Kaweah and
onceinaCorsicaMatrix on SespeCreek.
Both times he wasabl e to climb without
assistance up the boat onto dry rock. On
the occasion of the C-1 pinning, his body
wasengulfed in water, with only his head
protrudingfrom theflow. Nonetheless,
the escape from the roomy cockpit and
the subsequent climb back up the stern
aided by a stern tow system, wereeasy
feats.

Practice some d theseexercisesthe
next time you are hanging around, wait-
ingfor ashuttle. If you can't escapeyour
kayak or C-1 quickly and safely, try add-
ingan escapeaid. If that doesn't work. re-
tirethat outdated boat and get alarge
cockpit craft!

(Editor's note Richard Penny and Paul
Martzen arewell known Californiaboat-
ers. Pennyisalso theauthor of The

j , published by
Menasha Ridge.)
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RACE BACK FOR "85

After ayear's absenceoned the most popular paddling
eventsin the East will beback on 1995s summer schedule. The |
New Y ork Cross-State, an eight-day, 200-mile competitive cruise
from Tonawanda, NY to Amsterdam, NY, will return toitsac-
customed placeasarite o summer inlate JuIP/. Apart o the
Chicagoto New Y ork City Finlandia Vodka Clean Water Chal-
lenge, the Cross-Statewill alow paddlersto samplethe Erie Ca
nal, oned the countrK's most historic and scenicwaterways,
and to partakedf the hospitality of the picturesquecommunities |
alongtheroute.

The"cruise" isdesignedfor paddlerswho don't haveeither
the"guns, the desire, or thetime" to enter thefull Chicagoto
New Y ork event, accordingto the American Canoe
Association's race director Marty Grabijas. Participantsin the
eight-day canal crossing can opt for the challenge o head-to-
head competitionor set amoreleisurely and laid back pace,
whichever suitstheir desires. |n either casethe scenery o the
upstate New York course and the special eventsplanned by ca-
nal-sidetownsal ong the route guarantee an exceptional week.
Inaddition, seriousracers will beableto test their times
against thosed the world-classathl etes competingin the full-
length Finlandia.

Thedatesfor the Cross-Stateportion of the monster mara:
thon are July Z5to August 1. Entry categorieswill be offered for
recreational, USCA and ICF canoeand kayak classes. An entry
fee d $300 includesbasicland support servicesand lodging.
Moreinformation can be obtained by writing: FinlandiaCross-
State, American Canoe Association, 743 Alban Station Blvd.,
SuiteB226, Springfield, VA 22150, Phone 703451-0141.

(Niceto know that you can leave your "'guns” at homefor
thisond...Ed.)

Severa national kayaking
expertswill speak at the
Ch ePaddleFestat Elk

| Neck State Park May 12-14.

Boat designer Andy Singer
will share hisexpertise. Au-
thor Rd Ph Diaz will speak
about foldingkayaks. Re
searcher Moulton Avery will
present informationon cold
water immersion. Other pre-
sentationswill focuson
paddle building, boat build-
Ing, wavesand currents, loca
paddling, exotic paddlingdes-
tinationsand wilderness
medicine.

The Chesapeake
PaddleFest is sponsored by
thelocal sea kayakingcom:
munity inassociationwithre-
tailers, outfitters and manu-
facturers. Mgor sponsorsin-
cludethe Trade Associationd
SeaKayaking (TASK)and the
Chesgpeake PaddlersAssocia
tion (alocal sea kayaking
club). Therewill beavariety
o activitiesduring the day,
includingthe opportunity to

NATIONAL AND LOCAL EXPERTSTO
SFPEAK AT CHESAPEAKE PADDLEFEST

try out sea kayaksfromvari-
ous manufacturers, classroom
presentationsand discus:
sions, on-water instructions
and special events. | nstruc-
tionisavailablefor all skill
levels, but theevent isprima
rily designedfor novices.
Several special eventsare
planned to add to thefun! The
cardboard kayak race was
very popular last year. Teams
o five peoplereceivelimited
suppliesand have 46 minutes
in whichto construct a kayak
from cardboard. The card-
board boatsare then raced to
determinethe winning team.
Asdilent auction at the
PeaddleFest will raise mon
for ChesapeakeBay natur
resource organizations. On
Saturday night there will be
an optional dinner and party.
For detailed information
includingfees, please writeto:
Chesapeake PaddleFest, PO.
Box 745, Greenbelt, MD 20768-
07450r call (703) 9639047.

USCKT SLATES “SHOOTOUT”
Your Chanceto Challenge the Champd

VALLEY MILL TO HOST
INSTRUCTORS
CERTIFICATION

These workshops, to be taught by Mark Moore, i
held on the Potomac near whitewater instructor for Na:
Washington,D.C, arede tional Outdoor L eadership
signedto prepareinstructors  School and . Albans' Voy-
inflatwater, moving water ager Program.
and whitewater; leading to Certiticationon flatwater:
American CanoeAssociation  first 3days, cost of $200; 4th
certification. Theemphasisis  day on moving water and 5th
on what to teach and how to day on whitewater, both for
teachit effectively. an additional $85.

Open Canoe--Solo and For registration and infor-
Tandem, May 25-29—taught mation, call or write: Valey
by canoe-sport writer an Mill Camp, Attn.: Tom, 15101
noted trip leader, Bob Foote. Seneca Rd. Darnestown, MD

Kayak--June810;17,18— 20874, (301) 417-2994.

American Whitewater

WHO:

Three1994 Nationa Championsand membersd the

1992 U.S Olympic Whitewater Slalom Team - Scott
Shipley (men'skayak); David Hearn (in men's ca
noe); and Cathy Hearn (women's kayak) vs. recre-

ational paddlers.

Shootout.
WHEN-
WHERE;

The U.S Canoeand Kayak Team Whitewater

Saturday, May 20, beginningat 8:30 am.
On astretch o whitewater on the Pigeon River near

Hartford and Newport, Tenn.

For the opportunity to win $1,000as well asexr)eri -
ass

encingthethrill of competingagainst world-c
whitewater slalom athletes. Prizesalso will be
awarded to the top three placesin three age catego-
ries: 17 and under; 2 and under; and 3 and over.

How:

Any recreational paddler whose scoreover the15-

ﬂatecourse_i sbetter than the Olympianin hisor
er classwill receive$1,000.

Theonly restriction onentry isthat current and

former membersof the US Slalom National Team
arenot permittedto enter... Advanceentry is$5,
lateregistration i s an additional $5for anyoneen-
tering the day o therace... The15-gatecoursefor
the USCKT Shootout i sshorter than the standard
courseused ininternational dlalom competition,
whichis2 gateslong.

For moreinfo; USCKT - (317) 2375690
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PARK SERVICE ANNOUNCES CHANGES AT NEW RIVER

Visitor opportunities con-
tinue to expand in the New
River Gorge National River.
Themost recent addition to
thearray o visitor attractions
istherenovationdf the
Thurmorr]]d D L slat,\ﬁd to
open tothepublicin
]@ Spa:e|pslimited inqt/he
Thurmondarea, requiring the
following changeswhich will
affect bothriver usersand tra-
ditional park visitors.

Theparking areaat the
confluenced the New River
and Dunloup Creek will be
used for visitor parkingfor
the Thurmond Depot ONLY.
All non-commercia boaters
will now park at the Dun Glen
Day UssAreaand carry their
boatsand gear downtothe
launch area. Any boater who
needsa vehicleor trailer to
launch their boat must now
usethe Stonecliff Area. No ve

flatwater gear

EDA

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak

RAPID - Proven freestylewinner

Still made usng tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

hicleswill bedlowed todrive
downtothelaunch areaat the
Dun Glen Day Use Areaex-
cept for permittees.

Non-commercid boaters
that launch at Stonecliff will
park inthe Visitor Parking
Areaandlaunch fromthe
Lower Launch Area. There
will beaten-minutetimere
striction on launchesand
takeoutsbecaused the heavy
congestion.

Commercial outfitters will
usethe Staging Areaat
Stonecliff to unload and pre-
pareequipmentand carry
their boatsto the Upper
Launch Areafor all DAY
TRIPS. Theexceptionsto this
are:

1 If the Upper Areabacks
up, outfitters may CARRY
BOATSto put-in at the Lower
Launch Areawithout STAG-
ING.

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of thefamousGlider,
Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and

Serving the
paddling sports
since 1969

2. " Specid" commercia
tripsthat requirerigged
boats, i.e., overnight trips,
fishing trips, etc., will launch
at the Lower Launch.

3. The primary TAKEOUT
for commercid outfitters will
bethe Lower Launch.

Stonecliff will beavery
busy and congestedarea, all
msers will have e cooperate fo
makethelaunch/takeout run
smoothly.

Thank youfor your inter-
est in the New River Gorge
National River. Withthe con-
tinued cooperation and sup-
Port fromall user groups, we

ed that thisinterim plan will

facilitatethe orderly flow of
river trafficin the Thurmond
Area

If you need further infor-
mation, pleasefed freeto con-
tact Rick Brown at (304) 465-
(050

BRIEFS

1995 OCOEE

RELEASES

& = 6 hour day { 10nm-4pm)
e=_8hour day (9am-5pm)
t =llihour day (Sam-Tpm)

Moy Ge. Te, 130, 140, 20,
216, 2Te, 188, 206

Jung 25, 30, 4e, 55, &5, 95,
B0, 11, 125, 158, 165, 17, DESt,
16, 35, Tie, 248, 250, DEs, 2%,

July 1t, 2t, 3, 4e, 6s, 7s, 8t,
9t, 10s, 13s, 14s, 15t, 16t, 17s,
20s, 21s, 22t, 23t, 24s, 27s, 28s,
29t, 30t, 31s

August 3s, 4s, 5t, 6t, Ts, 10s,
IIs,12t, 13t, 14s, 17s, 18s, 19t,
20t, 21s, 24s, 25s, 26t, 27t, 28s

Sentember 1s, 2t, 3t, 4€, 68,
7s, 9t, 10t, 16t, 17t, 23e, 24e, 30e

October le, 2s, 3s, 35; 55, 6s,
9s, 10s, 118, 125, 13s, 14e, 15e,
21e, 22e, 28e, 290

4e, 5

r 308

I]nnt Let Your M uthe r

To explore North Carolina'sCullasaja,
Thompson, and W. Fork French Broad Rivers,
:end $26.95 1 $3.00 s&h US.funds to:
WILDSIDE PRODUCTIONS

3718 Whitehorse Road, Suite 103-A

Watch 1his Video!

Call today for our 40 pagebar gain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you. Greenville, SC 29611

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Codlidge Ave., National City, CA 91950 Name |
) ress
Td: 6191336 2444 l_City —————State ——7ip —1
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Gaging stations transmit

by Pope Barrow

Most whitewater boaters| know
think that computer bulletin boardsare
only for geeksor freaks, computer nerds
who get all hot and bothered by down-
loading dirty pictures and X-rated stories
fromonlinesex libraries.

O course, by and large, that IStrue.
Thereareat |east 500sexually oriented
computer bulletin boardsin the country
accordingto Billy Wildhack, author of
"Erotic Connections"' (Waite Group
Press, 1994). Millionsof computer
weeniesaround the world are download
ing nasty pictures and filthy storiesall
thetime. They also usethese bulletin
boardstotalk - in computerese, of course
- toother hypersexed el ectroni cally adept
perverts.

But, of course, all thisdownloadingd’

baudsand broadsisd nointerest what-
soever to theaverage kayaker.

What theaverageriver rat wantsis
informationabout river levels. To hell
with the online swingers, fillingup their
hard driveswith X-rated garbage. The
real questionis. "ISTHE RIVER UP?"

Thankstothe US Army Corpsd En-
gineers (of all people!),for thelast three
years paddlers have had 24-hour comput-
erized accessto thelatest river stateand
flow information through a bulletin
board (knownto computer hackersasa
“BBS”) in Pittsburgh. Thesystemallows
you to get themost current information
available about flowsin the Cheat and
Y oughiogheny watershed. Thisis not the
traditional voice answering systemwith
arecordedlist of gaugereadings. With

this BBS, you can capture the gaugeread-

ingson your computer, study the trends,

print readings, or savedatafor futureref-

erence.

River stagereadings comefrom field
gagingstations through satellite telem-
etry and are automatically posted. Gauge
readings areinfeet; flowsare measur
in cubic feet per second. Gaging stations
transmit readi r;%severyfour hours, so
thelatest availabledatais generally one
tofive hoursold. Readingsare arranged
from upstream to downstreamby |loca
tion. Datafilesare updated every three
hours; latest reports becomeavailableat
2:00, 5:00, 8:00, and 11:00, am and p.m.

Dataisnot checked or verified before
posting, so use common senseif things
don't look quite right when you show up

at theriver.

Learning to usethe BBStakes some
d the guesswork out o whitewater river
trip planning.

Theold system | used was: look at the
sky at home. If it wasraining, | would

| drive out to West Virginiaand try tofind

ariver that was uE.

Thisonly worked sometimes. | got to
know the West Virginiaroadsreally well,
but | did not always get to go boating.

Now you can be absolutely surethe
river isup. And the BBSworksjust the
sameasall theother bulletin boards
around the country. Soonce you get far
miliar withit, youcan joinoned the sex
bulletin boardsand get acoupled part-
nersto drive out to theriver withyouin
your van and run shuittle.

Here'swhat you need to pluginto this
system.

You need acomputer and atele-

hone. We are talking about $1,000here
or starters(unless, o courseyou already
havea computer and we just wondering
what to dowithit). Then, unlessyour
computer hasa built-in (internal) mo-
dem, you need to hook up a modem which
can connect at either 1200 baud or higher.
&inscoul d cost anywherefrom $680to

You a so need acommuni cationspro-
gram o somekind, like ProComm Plusor
QModem Profor Windows if you havean
IBM compatiblesystem. If you don't have
Windows on your IBM compatiblecom:
puter, you can usethe" Terminad" pro-
gramin the" Accessories" window as
your communicationsprogram. Apple

stemscan betied in aswell, but with
ifferent software. Starting fromscratch,
you can get the computer and all equip-
ment and softwareyou need for under
$1500.

Setting things up thefirst time
around isthetechiepart. After that, you
just tell your computer to call the BBS
and everything is pretty easy.

Here'sthe techiepart. Tur n on your
communicationsprogram, find the " set-
tings" menu andfill in the phonenumber
for the bulletin board: 1-412-644-6562.In
the communi cationsprogram, check the
settings. Your baud rate should beeither
2400,4800,0r 9800. Usethe highest rate
your modem can handle. Theusual setup
on aWindowssystem seemsto be Com

readings every four hours,
so the latest available data
IS generally one to five
hours old.

Port 2. Theother settings are: data
bits=8, parity=none, Stop bits=1, duplex=
set FULL or turn LOCAL ECHO off, and
emulation=ANSI or VT-100. Don't ask me
what thatdl means(becausel have no
idea).

Now you areready tocall in and
check out theriver flows. Tell your com-
puter to call BBS (usually by way of a
menu item). Y our computer will connect
up. Bangonthe"Enter" key and the com
puter on the other end will ask you for
your first name, then your last name, and
ask you to make up a password. Makeup
any easy-to-remember password and fill
itin. Besureto remember your password
or youwill not beabletogetinagain.

Next you haveto answer a question-
naire about yourself. The good newsis
that it ismuchlessdetailedand persona
than the questionnaires on the sex bulle-
tin boards. And you don't haveto be over
18. Findly — the computer will say:

""Good morning, you are caller num-
ber 9856. WELCOME to the River Recre-
ation Bulletin Board operated by the U.S
Army Corpsd Engineers, Pittsburgh
District (412)644-6562 Now running un-
der Wildcat! 30 Thefollowing bulletin(s)
have been updated since your last cdl:
[Clontinue, [NonStop, [S]top? All

You enter theletter “C”

The BBSanswers:. "Would youliketo
view the bulletin menu [Y/N]?”

All you needtodoisenter"Y" and
hit the "enter" key on your keyboard.

The BBS computer will respondwith:

STAGE READINGSby River Basin
[11...Upper Allegheny

[3]... Y oughi o?heny and Cheat
[2]...Lower Allegheny

[4]...Tygart and Monongahela
{5]...Beaver and Ohio

CORPS OF ENGINEERSPROJECTS
[6]...Y oughiogheny Weekend Recreation
Outlook

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IN-
FORMATION
[7]...River Stage Forecast

GENERAL INFORMATION
[8]...How to usethe Y oughiogheny Re
|ease Forecast

[9]...0ther sources o information

JAmerican H'n']lﬂ"ﬂﬂrv May/June i¥3d
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' $O YOU CAN

put this much fun inte the days you love.
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T T TCaltoday for a Free Catalog. L
1-800-635-5202

I
I
Or mail coupon to: |
l Northwest River Supplies 2009 S. Main St Moscow ID 83843 |

|

| Name,

I : .

| Gitg T Zin Northwest River Suppli€Sas
b == 5605 | Your Paddlesports Specialist.
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[10]..About this bulletin board
11}1..FAQ: Answersto Frequently Asked
Questions

Bulletins updated: all

Pause- [Clontinue, [NjonStop, {Sitop? C

Enter bulletin # [1..11], [RIelist menu,
[Nlew, [ENTER] to Quit: ?

Al you havetodoispick oneof the
bracketed numbers, 1to11, writeit in
and hit "enter”. You will thenseedl the
information listed under that number.
Number 3 and 4 are best for whitewater.

After looking at theriver data, if you
hit "enter" again, the computer will re-
spond with""No new personal mail found.
Press[ENTER] to continue?" If you do,
tﬂe main menu will comeup. Itlookslike
this:

MAIN MENU:

1.7 F— Message menu
(Cl....Commentsto the sysop
[Bloioerunns Bulletin menu
[1]...Initial welcomescreen
Vi.......Verifya user

R [ Your settings

System statistics
18] PRPT Userlog list
Goodbye & L ogoff
[Hi..comrenn..Help level

Eh
M\W‘@w 7 e

| Plastic

(e

=

| —

s

1 =d i " M

s

1Grue CongoltMongoose - Quantymnfnca

a Dealer nearet you or to receive a free catalog.

New wave Kayak Products, Inc

—>(T17) 9446320
2535 Roundtop Road, Middletown, PA 17057

4 (O Command help
(1) IR Join conference

Conf: "[(] - General Mail Folder”,timeon
2, with 28remaining.

MAIN MENU:
MCBIVYSUGH?JI?G

You can enter whichever letter you
want to keep playing with the BBS or en-
ter "G" toleave. Although the BBS does
not offer file uploading or downloading,
it doeshave several hundred users.
Check the User List for friends and send
them a messagefrom the MessageMenu.
You can leave amessagefor the system
operator aswell. To disconnect, enter
" G. Thecomputer will respond: "Are
you sure you wish to log off [Y/n]?” Enter
“y” and hit " enter"— and you are off.

Theinformation provided on this
BBS isnot yet available on the Internet
so youstill haveto call to Pittsburgh ev-
ery time you tie into the BBS. The board

ministrator, Louis Kwett, plansto set
up a World Wide Web server connectedto
the Internet sometime soon. Thiswill
provide graphic and audio information
aswell astext. (Musicwith your gauge
readings!). To usethe WWW server, you
will haveto have"browser" software

*Boats for beginners
to experts.

e Over 100 custom buili
glass designs.

eCustom Graphics
Designs

-. High Performance

| Call or write f(_)r
| more information:

BRIEFS

i(likeMosaic)onafairly sophisticated
‘home computer.

For the ultimate el ectronic gauge
surfer, several government officeshave
set up World Wide Web (WWW) servers
with river information. Thesecan beac-
cessed on the Internet by usinga
"browser" program suchasMosaicor
Lynx. They are: USCAE Prototype Water
Management Server (http://www.wrc-
hec.usace.army.mil/xxx-wc), USACE
Louisville District (http://orl62.orl-
wc.usace.army.mil/), USCAE Albuquer-
gue District (http://www.swa-
wc.usace.army.mil/), and the United
States Geological Survey (http://
WWw.usgs.gov/).

[Noteto readers: LouisKwett very
generously contributed technical infor-
mation for thisarticleand checkedthe
accuracy of thetechnical data. Hedid not
review, and isnot responsible, however,
for the politically incorrect drivel and de-
generate asdies inserted by the author.
To comment on thetechnical informa
tion, Kwett's email addressis
kwett@orp6l.orp-we.usace.army.mil.
Complaints about the depraved andirre-
sponsible portionsaf thearticleshould
be send totheauthor at
72702.1552@compuserve.com.]

Canoe and Kavak Paddles.

* Hand crafted from the finest materials
 Custom ordersfraom 9 styles ¢ blades
« Composite reinforcement options i

* Repairs |

2450 Jones Roed
Lenoir City, TN 37771
(615) 986-9387
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Moose River Festival
Whitewater
Highlighting the 1995 fall season of
recreational whitewater releaseson the
Moose River, the American Whitewater
Affiliationwill sponsor thefirst annual

Moose River Festival to be held Satur-
day, October 21in Old Forge, New Y ork.
The AWA already sponsors or co-
sponsorsaseries of popular river festi-
valsacrossthe nation, including events
on the Gauley and Cheat Rivers in West
Virginia, the Kennebec in Maine, the
Deerfieldin Massachusetts, the Ocoeein
Tennessee, the Russell Fork in Kentucky,
and the Arkansas i n Colorado.
Likeother AWA events, the Moose
River Festival will featurelivemusic,
continuous showings of whitewater vid-
eos, displays o whitewater equipment
and rafflesfor boating gear. The Festiva

isscheduled to start at approximately 6
p.m. at the North Street Pavilion in Old

American
liation

Forge—an Adirondack villageapproxi-
mately 50 miles north of Utica, NY.

AWA coordinator ChrisKall antici-
pates visitors from throughout the east-
ern United States and Canada.

"TheMooseRiver isparticularly at-
tractiveasa paddling destination be
cause it containsthree sections o vary-
ing difficulty within a 30 milereach
thesite," Kall said. "Boatersfrom expert
tonovicecan planatrip tothe Moosg,
confident they'll find a section of river
appropriatefor their ability."

Thefall paddling season onthe
Moose stretches over thefinal four week-
endsin October when adrawdown of the
upstream Fulton Chain of Lakes pro-
vides predictable optimal water levels
for whitewater recreation.

"Dependable water levelsin thefall
areoneof the Moose's best features,”

WHERE THERE'S TRUNDER..

il

.

Koall said. "Boaterswho haveto travel
somedistance can plantheir tripwell in
advance, knowing they'll find good condi-
tions.”

Thefinal six milesof theriver known
asthe Bottom Moosehas been rated by
paddling publications asone of "thetop
10” expert riversin the eastern United
States. Therunisaseriesd navigable
waterfalls and sheer rock slidesranging
from 10 to 50'in height.

In 1987, a hydroel ectric project dewa-
tered thefinal two milesof therun, but
negotiations chaired by the AWA eIprO
videdfor 20days o whitewater releases

_inthat stretch, including the October sea-

son.
More moderate whitewater can be

| found abovethe Bottom Mooseincluding

| theclass3-4 section known asthe Lower
I Mooseand the class 2-3 section known as

American H?rm-'uun»'v May/June 19593

| the Middle Moose,

For more information about the
Moose River Festival or Moose River
whitewater, contact Koll at (315)652-8397
or Steve Uzdavinisat (315) 369-2581.

1 ull lime ot
whitewater
and louring

naddies

LIGHTNING
PaopLes inc.

228040 Sa. Ungor Rd.
Coltan, OR 87017

03 574 7938
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THE KENNEBEC FESTIVAL WILL
BE HELD ON SATURDAY JULY 1,
1995 at Wilderness Ouitfitters, Route 201,
The Forks, Maineand will includea
whitewater trade show, barbecue, and
musicfor al toenjoy. The Central Maine
Power Company hasonce again agreed to
providea Big Water 8000cfs rel easeon
Monday July 3rd to give boatersthethrill
d alifetimeasthey roar through the
Kennebec Gorge.

In addition CMPUs affiliate, the
K ennebecWater Power Company, will
also be providingrecreational releases
on the Deed River on July 1st and 2nd to
makethe entire weekend a grand oppor-
tanity to-boat some of the wildest
whitewnier ind mDST SCenic wWilBer ness
inthe Northeast.

Last yearsriverside festival drew over
500 peopletothisremotepart of western
Maineand thirty exhibitorsset up dis
playsof boats, paddles, gear, and
whitewater apparel for equipment-brows-
i Qg boaters. A great chicken barbecue
fed the crowd and bluegrassmusic
throughout the evening provided a com-
fortable |laid -back atmosphereafter a

hard da sboating. BLAH- BLAH
“BLAH..

FOR THE
BAD NEWS...
Bad Newsfor the
Kennebec Riverfest....a

warm dry winter with very little snow-
fall in the Kennebec River watershed is

forcingthe Central MainePower to seri-
ously restrict releases for whitewater
boatingin 1995, At thiswriting reser-
VOoirs are af 50% eapacity and commercial
outfitters will be affected as wel aspri-
vateboaters. Festival coordinator Tom
Christopher states, “It isaet fair or prac-
tical #6 ask vendorsie travel 6 a festival
that can produceonly low-level reteases
of two or three hoursduration, so we de-
cided to cancel thisyear'sevent”.

THE DEERFIELD RIVERFEST
WILL BE HELD ONE MONTH LATER
ON AUGUST 5, 1995 in thelargefield
acrossthesstreet from Zoar Outdoor on
Route 2, Charlemont, M assachusetts.
TheDeerfieldRiver relicensingstory is
fast becoming the glamour child of the
environmental and recreational commu-
nity asthe publicity from the Deerfield

= i

BRIEFS

" continuation of two |
‘major river festivals |
— to be held in New |
~ Englandinthe
- summer of 1995,

SETTFETRETT AR T GO IS T oS
on thislandmark agreement between the
New England Power Company and & di-
versity Of river interest groups.

The Deerfied River has been thesite
for national championshipracesin both
canoe and kayak events gnd continues ¥
build its reputation as the next major
league whitewater mecca i1 the north-
east asthousandsof boatersnow travel £

western Massachusettseach summer.
Through the cooperation of the New En-
gland Pewer Company boaters now have

the opportunity to enjoy great
whitewater %ust ashort distanceaway
from most of the large pepulation centers
in New England.

Last years Deerfield Riverfest was
HUGE, with over 1,200 peopleattending
this event. Likethe Kennebec, people
and vendorsagain camefrom all over the
U. S. to samplethe newest whitewater re-
sourceand celebrateitsrebirth at thefes
tival. Thetrade show at the Deerfield
drew fifty-two exhibitors, many who had
been at the earlier festival sm the
Kennebec and realized fhat the New En-
gland boater market was hungry for
whitewater products. They just had to
make asecond trip back to New England
and they were not disappointed at the
Deerfield. . ) .
~ Theadditiond environmental exhib-
Itsand childrens games during fhe after-
noon brought in many familiesto enjoy
the festivities. The availability of the lat-
est in boatsdevelopedalonginggleamin
the of fen and twelve
oldsey'?'shism asohadachi cky;arand

SPLASHAGAN

WrR5//

rib barbecue and o rock-a-billy band pro-
vided the music throughout the evening
during theentiretrade show.

Tom Christopher, festival coordinator
for the New England eventssaid, Last
yearsfestivals weresignificantly more
successful that we had ever hopedfor. It
%ust goesto provethat boatersare hungry

or opportunitiesto get together with
each other in afestival atmosphereto
talk about what they enjoy the most -
whitewater. He continuesWe had so
many local people hel pingout to make
these events work and thefact that boat-
erswerewelcomed into their communi-
tiesnot only fostersa positiveimagefor
usasa user group, but providesuswith
an opportunity (o increase our constity.
ency when their Kids take an interest in
T sport, AWA gets 1O build itSmember-
shipand the peogled these communities
enjoy the economic benefits of a non-con-
sumptive activify in their towns, It

makes eat partnership for AWA.
WIIH sgc; malr)ly damsi npNew England

up for relicensing theseriver festivals
g}a—y an imwrt_ant role i n establishi ng the
merican Whitewater Affiliation and our
membersasimportant playersinthis
process. The more positive economicim-
pact we present to communitiesnear
whitewater resources, theeasier itisto
enerate local support in our negotia-
ﬁons with public utilities. The more cred-
ibility weestablish asan important user

group, the greater mmm chances for future
Success.

Get &ut 6 the New England festivals
this smmmem When you Support the
AWA ¥OUTE never disappointed.

American 'n‘r'm-m-nrrv May/June 1995



SHENANDOAH
RIVERFEST 95
SLATED

TheFriends o the Shenandoah River,
anon-profit organization dedicated to
protecting the Shenandoah River, will be
hostingit's third annual Shenandoah
River festival, SHENANDOAH
RIVERFEST % on Saturday, August 5.

Theexcitement of last year'sfestival,
coupled with many new program addi-
tions, promisesto make RIVERFEST' %
an even bigger success. Again being
hosted riverside at the Poe's South Fork
Campground, RIVERFEST" % offersyou
agreat day of competitiveracing and fes
tival excitement.

ShenandoahRiverfest' % will
feature:River Fun and Games,Canoe
Races, Fishing Tournament, Water Rodeo
Events, Historical Watercraft
Rides,Balloon Rides(weather permit-

ti n?_)_, ) )
iving History
Encampment,Environmental Midway,

HOTTEST NEW SHORTIE!

Descenden

TheRapid Solutiontoyour
shortboat dilemmaShorter,
Lighter & Quicker

CLUSTOM OUTHITTED

READY -TO-PLAY
Satifaction Guaranteed!

@l todayar Try aTest Driveat our

Nantahala Outpost

404-325-5330 Aanta weekdays
704-488-2386 Nantahala River
AL

' wﬁ_

2362- (b Dresden Drive NE, Atlanta. GA 30341
e —

American Whitewater

Wildlife Displays, ContinuousLive Mu
sic, InWater Tug o War, Artsand
Crafts, Canoe & Tube Rentad s, FreeKids
Corner,Great Food and more.

Recreational Race This classwas
created for all you'"Weekend Warriors."
For the priced theentry feewe supply
the equipment, you supply the muscle
power with achanceat your first Gold
Medd.

Marathon Race This10 milerace,
under USCA. rulesisfor theserious
racing enthusiasts. Awardsfor all
classes. Preregistration is available.

River Clean-Up Day will be Sunday
August 6, Its ALL FREE -CanoeTrip- T-
Shirt - Riverside Lunch.

Don't missthisopportunity to experi-
encethe beautiful Shenandoah River by
Canoe. For thissecond river clean-up
day well provide; Canoes, lifevests,
paddles, maps, orientation, transporta
tion, parking, T-shirts, lunchand trash
bags. Yau providethetrash pick up
power First come, first served!

For moreinformation please contact:

Russ & Jackie Francis
42 Avalon Avenue
Front Royd, VA. 2630
(703) 6361434

or

RIVERFEST'95 HOTLINE

A DIVISIONOF NORTHERN OUTFITTERS. INC,

New location- Mgar expansion!

2200 . ft. showroom!

Toll free 1-800-249-41121

Mail order

RU| -line retail store

Kayaks, ecanoes, accessories

Paddling school

New productsfor: Telemark skiing
Rock & ice climbing
Backpacking
Camping

yalt

1300 sq. ft. rock climbing gym!

* Central to New Yok rivers-cd| for river level info.
perception

* 5 minutesform exit 31, N¥8 Thr uway (190)

R

587 Main St., Suite 109
Nev Yak MIs NY 13417

BLARK DIAMOND

PATAGONIA 1-800-249-4112 o 315-768-1568

May/June
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ASTAR IS
BORN —
THE FIRST
FILM
FESTIVAL

In 1981 the Russell Fork was the holy
grail of the hair boatingset. BWA club
member Sam Moore, onedf the most in-
trepid paddlersever produced by that or-
ganization, decided histime had cometo
scorea personal first descent. Terry
Weeksand Barry Grimes — twoamateur
photographers—felt that the historic
run should be documentedfor the club
membership. Theresult wasthe 15
minute, super 8nm film creatively titled
"TheRussdl Fork",aTBS(Terry, Barry

& Sam) production.

When shown at a monthly meetingin
1982, it created an uproar — partialy
causeeveryonelovedit, and at least one
mother present with her eight year old
son hatedit. (It seemsthat she became
Perturbed at athree secondflash of atop-
esswoman with three breasts.)

Boatingfilmsin thoseearly video
daysweremostly 8mm, 16mm or 35mm
film, adifficult and expensivemedium to
work with. Consequently, paddlingfilms
tended to be documentaries, usually de
picting expeditionswhere whitewater
rapids played theroled menacingim-
pedimentsto be portagedor simply en-
dured by thefoolhardy and brave. (Russ
Nichol's excellent film " Fast and Clean"
wasa hotable exception.)

"The Russall Fork”, however, was
B_ure whitewater with steep drops, throb-
ing music, great wreaksand club hero
Sam makin’ it look egl T, B, & Swere

heartily congratulated (and vilified).

Present at that meetingwas Bob
Sehlinger, BAVA member, paddler and
Menasha Ridge Presspublisher, Bob was
inspired and later put forthavisionary
idea: if the BAVA would host and work it,
his company would financially back a
film festival that would bring together
other paddling showsfrom acrossthe
country.

- WHITEWATER FESTIVAL & BOAT DEMO DAY /)

A coregroupdf
high energy BWA
peopleincluding
Sam Moore, Terry
Weeks, Barry
Grimes, Don
Spangler, John
Davis, John Lovett,
Dave Weiland and
Beuren Garten met
with Bob. It wasde
cided that the BWA
couldn't pass uEan
opportunity to have
ahuge party eIpai dfor
by someoneelse,
wherethey could in-
vite the world to bring and show their
boating home moviesand slides. Not
only would it beout-therefun, but it
would bea unique opportunity for ama
teur and professional filmmakersto ex-
changeideasand strut their stuff before
an audienced paddlers. The National
Paddling Film Festival splashedinto ex-
istence.

The BWA had no idea how many
films could beattracted or if anyone
would even come. October 22 and 23,1983
was picked asthe date (at the end of
Gauley season);and buoyed by a$1,000
full-pagead in Canoemagazine paid for
by Menasha Ridge, callsand |ettersbe-

IeAlls=s4 w4

O

MORNING......LOW WATER!
Mip DAY .....MED WATER!

BOAT DEALERS... DEMOS...
RAFFLE...SILENT AUCTION...

WHITEWATER VENDORGS. ..
Dinner & Live Music!

" AFTERNOON ... HicH waTEr™ i

FLEA MARKET...FOOD...FILMS...

SAT. JUNE 24, 1995 woweeksafterthe Ocoee River Rodeo
IN A PERFECT WORLD, WE CAN CHOOSE WHICH BOATS AND WHAT LEVEL...
Come to the Saluda River Whitewater Festival where the river will be rising steadily all day
long! From O turbines to 5 turbines, from perfect ender level to Gauley sized waves and
holes! Play the Pop-Up Hole, Blast O’ Matic, Cookie Monster and much more. Reps from

Dagger, Perception, Prijon, New Wave, Mohawk and others will be here with boats to
demo all day long! Come paddie the best kept whitewater secret in the South East!

$3.00 ADMISSION

1P HRECTIOMNS

Carolina.on Interstate 26, take 76
{126) inko Columbia. Get off at he
Riverbanks Zoo et and head
fowards the Zoo, Take a nght on
Candy Lane and l'uﬁcv}tm signs!

g
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PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT RIVER CONSERVATION.
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gantocomein.

Thefilm com-
mitteefound that the
newly completed Kert
tucky Horse Park had
not heard of the BWA
and sowdcomed the
clubtousetheir
"party barn" —a
huge, empty,former
tobaccobarn set in the
middled acow pas
ture.

13sa4 wijid

Only one
problemstill faced the
club—theneedto ac-
tualy build two the-
aterswithin thebarn. BWA construction
magnate Mike Weeksvolunteered himself
and two unsuspecting membersd his
crew to completethe task. Using roll af-
ter roll o black plastic, thousands o
staplesand innumerable 2x4's the the-
aters were completed.

Dave"'Dad" Welland, the BWA chef of
"Dad's Dinner Theater" fameagreed to
cook breakfast, lunch and dinner for all
the masses. Popcornpoppers, TV's, slide
andfilm projectorsweremoved in. A
lgoluelded hundred folding chairs were un-
olded.

TV stations werenotifiedand sinceit
had been built — they came.

The barn was adjacent to the camp-
ground and folksstarted rollingin that
Friday night. By the timethe competi-
tion began on Saturday morning, there
wereabout 150 J)eopl e(includingBWA)
and 23film, slide and video presentations.

It had been decided that everyone
who entered would get ashowing. There
were no timelimits established and the
competition wasset up so that video was
paired with 16mmfilm and slidescom-

ed with8mm film. Therewere six
judges, and they wererequired to judge
all ZBentries— or roughly six hoursof
presentations!

Entriesincluded footageon the
Suwanee, Gallatin, Y elowstone,
Nantahala, Bio Bio, Russall Fork,
Dolores, Ocoee and Coloradorivers. Also
there were showson the Pecific Ocean,
Mill Creek, hypothermia, thelowhead
damthriller "The DrowningMachine", a
7,000 mileexpedition across Canadaand
Alaskaand thefirst Ocoee Rodeo. Eleven
states were represented with nineentries
from Kentucky and eight from the BWA
alone.

Barry Grimeswas charged with
showingthe 8mm and slide showsand
John Daviswasthe 16mmand videotsar.
Sincethetheaters had been built back to
back with only thin plastic and acouple
o mattressesfor soundproofinga small
sound level war devel oped as John and
Barry tried to drown out the other's en-
croachingaudio.

Then, just beforelunch, both theaters
werefurther raising their volumein an
effort to overcomethe torrential down-

EFEFEFFEESEE R IR IR AR
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r that was hammeringaway onthe

arn'stin roof. Therain Godshad vis-
ited the Festival in abig way and were
the BWA’s honored guests. They stayed
al day and turned the cow pasture out-
sidethe barn intoaquagmire. It contin-
ued torain hard asthe competition
wound down and Dad's Dinner Theater
served up steamship roundsd beef, ham
and chickenand dumplingsfor dinner
insidethe barn from the attached
kitchen.

It wasraining so hard that the Horse
Park peoplewere persuadedto dlow the
Festival to have the party in thelobby o
the Visitor Center. A strong Bluegrass
band named Stoney Creek picked and the
Women in Rubber madeeveryonegrin as
thefirst Film Festival Party blasted deep
into Sunday morning.

Dad Welland, the hardest party ani-
mal that the BWA hasseentodate, did
not slack off that night and eventually
stumbledto histruck at the campground
just beforedawn on Sunday morning.
Not long after Dad had drifted off to C-
boat dreamland, he was awakened by a
camper demandingthe promised biscuits
and gravy for breakfast. Evidently the
gravy would fit where Dad told the
camper to put it, but the biscuitswould
not, and neither was hggpy about it.

Sunday morning had been scheduled

toincludethe presentationd awardsand
thewinningentries. At

areshowing
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10am., theallottedstart timefor the
Awards Ceremony, there wereabout 20
peoplepresent. Haf were BWA members
clingingto coffee cups, and the remain-
ing10 or so consisted of afew winning
filmmakersand folkswho had cometo
the Festival but |eft their boatsat home.
Everybody else had goneboatingon the
leftover bounty o the Rain Gods.

Theslide/8mm Best of Show winner
wasaptly titled"Kayakingin the Blue
grass’, with "Whitewater Rodeo" and
"Liquid Madness' sharing video/16mm
Best of Show honors. Cf the 23entries, 13
went away with awards.

The BWA hasevolved and hopefully
improved upon that original Festival.
The current facility at the University of
Kentucky wasadded in 1984. In'85 the
datewas changed tothelast weekend in
February, and the Friday/Saturday for-
mat wasinstituted.

Thanks to suggestionsfrom mem-
bers, participantsand you, the audience,
the FIm Festival has becomea much an-
ticipated event and a significant con-
tributor to conservation. It hasbeenin-
strumental inraising the quality o pad-
dlingfilmsand has been atertile meeting
ground for paddlesportfilmmakersfrom
acrosstheworld. Thanksto the ongoing
strong support from the boating commu-
nity, the National Paddling Film Festival
will continue to endure, inspireand thrill
audiencesfor yearsto come.
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PROFESSIONAL
CATEGORY

Best of Show —WaveWarriors

(Adrienne Ciuffo/National Geographic)

A wild ride through the surf zoneoff
the northern California coastline with
the United States' most eccentric ocean
kayaking club — the " Tsunami Rangers"
— and their newest initiate. Threading
their way through boulder gardensand
kayak thrashing swellsto explorethe
area's abundant sea caves, the Rangers
guidean East Coast river paddlier on her
first unforgettable ocean adventure.

Runner Up — Whitewater Groove

(Larry Granger/Wildside Productions)

Thelatest in high adrenaline, adven-
ture paddling, featuring the Thompson
River, an exciting tributary located in
North and South Carolina's Lake
Jocassee watershed. Thevideo begins
with the Cullasgja River, moveson tothe
West Fork d the French Broad and con-
cludesasBritt Gentry, Larry Granger
and Steven Matz makethefirst descent of
the Thompson.

Ender Award (The People’s
Choice) — Vertical Addiction(Wayne
Gentry / Gentry Video Productions

A look at the addiction to whitewater
paddling through the eyesof expert pad-
dlers hooked on steep creeks which crash
off the Cumberland Plateau between 600
and 800 feet/mile. Filmed near Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, the video showsfoot-
agefrom Henderson Creek, Falling Water
Creek and the" North Pole”.

Commercial Winner — The Wilder,
The Better (Danand Jennifer Murphy/
Steep Creek Filmsand AWA)

The American Whitewater
Affiliation’s mission isto conserve and
restore America's whitewater resources
and to enhance opportunities to enjoy
them safely. Thisvideo has been pro-
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ducedtoillustrate AWA’s message. Itis
informative, entertaining, intense and
informal — just like AWA!

AMATEUR CATEGORY

Best of Show/Club Winner — We
\M  All Gulp Together When We Gulp!
(Randy Klein/Wasatch Mountain Club)

A 35mm slide presentation with origi-
nal lyricsdescribe the fast-paced antics
o the Wasatch Mountain Club members
asthey paddleand/or swim various
Rocky Mountain Rivers.

Hairboating — Up High, Hard and
Behind (Rick Gusic/Three Rivers Pad-
dling Club)

A fast and furious paced ook at some
of the best crash and burn kayaking (and
rafting) footageever shot! Thevideoin-
cludes shots of the Cheat, Big Sandy, Up-
per Gauley, Meadow, Green, Great Falls
of the Potomacand the Russell Fork, just
tonameafew.

Recreational/Scenic — Faultline
(Will Reeves/ORGT/Georgia Canoeing
Assn.)

eAl3sad Wil

National Paddling Film Fest Director
Scott Smalley presents Phyllis Horowitz
with award for AWA’s new promotional
video. The Wilder the Better

Faultline isan entertaining video of
the Piedmont Riversin Georgiaand Ala
bama which flow over the Brevard and
Towaligiafaultlines and their resulting
whitewater.

Conservation — North Chickamauga -~

Creek Gorge(Robert Campbell, Linda
Hixon/Friends of North Chickamauga
Creek Gorge)

A model watershed protection planfor
the North Chickamauga Creek Gorgeis
currently being prepared. a partnership
o the Friendsdf North Chickamauga
Creek Greenway, Inc., The Conservation
Fund, National Park Service and Ameri-
can Whitewater Affiliation are working
to prepareand carry out the plan. This
video was produced to help increase pub-
licawareness o theimportancedof pre-
serving this unique gorge near the City of
Chattanooga.

SLIDE COMPETITION

Winner — Scott Shoupe

Anamazingly scenic ender onthe
Caney Fork. (Seefront cover of thisis
sue.)

American Whitewaterv. May/June
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BRIEFS

CONFESSIONS OF A PADDLING

FESTIVAL JUDGE or
COME FOR THE FILMS — STAY FOR THE FUN

Late February isbecomingto Lexing-
ton, Kentucky what Gauley Seasonisto
Wegt Virginia— ameccafor paddlersin
search of primo whitewater action.
Maybeyou won't ?et wet, and guaranteed
you won't see thelight o day, but you
will find yourself smack i nthe midst of
your peers — hundredsof salivating,
adrenalizi n(};]hai r junkies — enj%/i ng the
newest and hottest paddling productions
around.

Sponsored and organized by the Blue-
grass Wildwater Association (and this
year co-sponsored by the American Ca
noe Association), the12th Annual Na
tional Paddling Film Festival wasno ex-
ception. Anaudience o closeto 300film
fans, volunteers and judges crammed
into the Medical Sciences Auditorium at
the University of Kentucky for theall-day

Guidelines for Contributors

Theeditorial staff of American
Whitewater carefully reviews all mate-
rial submitted for publication. Weare
articularly interested in receiving full
engthfeaturearticles, conservation and
club news, special event announcements,
articles pertaining to whitewater safety
and short, humorous pieces.

Articles shouldfit our established
format; that i's, they should bestylisti-
cally pattered tofit into our Features,
AWA Briefs, Conservation Currents,
Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes sec-
tions. Exceptional photographsand
whitewater cartoons are al so welcomed.

If possiblearticles should be submit-
ted using Wordperfect ona51/4" single
sidedflexibledisc. Pleaseusethestan-
dard Wordperfect default settings; do not
alter the margin or spacing parameters.
If you usea different word processing
program and/ or smaller disks, send us
oneanyway... wemay beableto transfer
it toour files. Send a printed copy of the
article, aswell.

Those without accessto a word pro-
cessor may submit their articlestyped.
Please doubl e space.

Photosmay be submitted asslides,
black or white printsor color prints.
Keepyour originalsand send usdupli-
catesif possible; we can not guarantee
thesafereturn of your pictures. If you

Saturtrj]gy show.

And there wasalittle something for
everyone among the 10 professional and 9
amateur entries, rangingfromclub trips
and conservation piecesto cutting edge
whitewater (and saltwater!), plusthe
slide competition which wasa people's
choicedecision.

But there's more. Film Festival Head
Honcho, BWA’s Scott Smalley, hascon-
tinued inthe Club'sfine tradition of
transformi n%what could beafunone-day
event intoa howling weekend extraver
ganza.

Beginningon Friday evening witha
viewing d last year's winners, Film Fes
tival highlights and amenitieswent onto
include a catered pastalunch at noonin-
termission, an impressive big-ticket and
accessory auction following the show, an

want usto return your pictures, include
aself addressed stamped envel opewith
gour submission. Becausewe publish in

lack and white, photoswith alot of con-
trast work best.

American Whitewater Featurear-
ticlesshould relate to someaspect of
whitewater boating. Please do not submit
articles pertaining to seakayaking or
flatwater. The best features have a defi-
niteslant... or theme. They are not
merely chronological recountings of
river tri ps.h ] ]

Openthestory with an eye catchin
lead, Sgr]haps by t)éllin an iersllter&sti ng gn
ecdote. Diaogueshould be used to
heightenthereader's interest. Don't just
tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
peopleon theriver... developthem as
characters. Featurearticlesshould not
bewritten inthestyledf alocal club
newsdletter.

If you arewriting about acommonl
1paddled river, your story should betol

rom a unique perspective. Articles
about difficult, infrequently paddied or
exoticriversare given special consider-
ation. But wearealso interested in well
written, unusual articles pertaining to
classill and IV riversaswell. Feature
stories do not have to beabout a specific
river. Articles about paddlingtech-
niques, theriver environment and river

enthusiastic party intothewee hours
(featuring Utterly Rudderless- alocal,
mostly-paddler band which may bejoin-
ing usat the Gauley Festival) and (if you
hit it right) plenty of paddling options on
Sunday.

And, if you were lucky enough to be
invited asa judge, there waseven a
sumptuous buffet dinner in store at the
home of BWA superhosts Don and Chris

angler.

Wi, it took me yearsto get there,
but it won't takemuch to get me back.
The Film Festival isan excellent, su-
perblgl run event. Kentucky hospitality
Isendless. The BWA'sreputation as
party animals is definitely understated.
Don't missit.

personalitiesareal so accepted. Pieces
that incorporate humor are especially
welcome. Open boating and rafting sto-
riesare welcome.

Don't beafraidtolet your personality
shinethrough and don't be afraid to poke
alittlefun at yourself...and your pad-
dling partners.

Profanity should be used only when it
isabsolutely necessary to effectively tell
astory; it isnot our intent to intention-
ally offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check all facts carefully, par-
ticularly those regarding individuals,
government agenciesand corporations
involvedinriver accessand environmen-
tal matters. Youarelegally responsible
for theaccuracy of such material. Make
sure namesare spelled correctly and
river gradients and distances are cor-
rectly calculated.

Articles will beedited at the discre-
tionof theeditorstofit our format,
length and style. Expect to see changes
inyour article.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
isnon-profit; theeditorsand contributors
to American Whitewater arenot reim-
bursed. Onrareoccasions, by prear-
rangement, professional writersreceive
asmall honorarium when they submit
stories at our request. Generally, our
contributors do not expect payment,
since most are members of the AWA,
which isayvolunteer conservation and
safety organization.

American Whitewater
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WHITEWATER RODEQS

1995 EVENT SCHEDULE

Risa Shimoda Callaway (803)855-7518
DATE EVENT NAME LOCATION CONTACT
April 29-80 New River Rodes Salem, VA Bl Sgrinia
708-387-8172
Aprll 29-80 herth Idaho Mescow, ID Willie Accola
Whitewater Festival 208-882-2883
May 5-7 Bob's Hole Redeo Portiand, (R Dave Siover
508-285-0484
Way 13-14 Rodeo Missoma, MT Amy Smith
408-728-7800
May 20-21 Coosa River Montgomery, AL Lonnie Carden
Whitewater Fesiival 205-272-1207
May 20-21 Big Fork Whitefish, MT Kelly Mull
Whitewater Festival 408-882-5841
Way 20-21 Potomacl Tiver Spelng, MD Rich Hoffman
Whitewater Festival 801-588-9453
May 20-22 Kananaskis Calgary, Alierta Canada Mark Taylor
Whitewater Redee 304-260-1527
Jume 10-11 Ocoee Rodeo Ashevilie, NC Susan Wilson
704-258-3886
June 15-18 FAbark Salida, © PT. Wood
Headwaters Champlonship 718-588-2472
Jane 18-18 Willow River Prince Gearge, Rkk Brine
Paddiefest BC Canada 804-884-7400
June 28-25 Animas River Days Durange, © Janet Wiley
808-258-8888
July 7-8 Payette Whitewater Roundup Boise, ID Bruce Bistline
208-845-8654
Sept. 8-10 American River Festival Lotus, CA Susan Debret
016-626-3435

1995 NATIONAL RACES (NSWC)

DATE RACE NAME LOCATION
March 25-26 USOF South Regional Trials NOC, NC

April 15-16 USOF West Realonal Trials Seattle, WA
April 22-23 USOF North Team Trials South Bend. IN
Aoril 29-30 USOF East Team Trials Webster, NH
Mav 6-7 Junior Team Trials Zoar Gap, Mass
Mav 12-13 Slalom National Team Trials Ocoee, Tenn
May 29 CIWS #1 Vail, @0

June TBA Wildwater National Team Trials Arkansas River. QO
June 3 CIWS #2 Duranao. @
Jarte e Giee #5 Larfees, Bons
June 25-July 16 World Cup races #1-4 Europe

July 5-9 Junior Pre-Worlds, SL & WW Czechoslovakia
July 22-23 Jr/Sr/Masters Nationals, SL & WW Boise, ID

July 30 Olympic Festival Boulder, GO
Seot1-3 Slalom World Championships Great Britain

USOF = United States Olympic Festival
CIWS = Champion International Whitewater Series
NSWC = National Slalom and Wildwater Committee
(Slalom arm of the United States Canoe and Kayak Team)

AmericanWhiwwawv May/June 1995



1995 Pacific Northwest Whitewater Race Schedule

Mamguam
race;
dowmriver
Juna 17-18 Training Camp Novica, Ta e announced Joey Yeagle ;-'rl!m in
m- & 2005381557 ‘Washingion
July 8-9 m‘ Clags 1V South qu yﬁaﬁg 51, 0R,
Roundeg mm wir#m
July 1518 Huggel Aoden Chags M Foque Fver EzoH Larson _m_‘
Galice, OR S3-TT2-8743 coursa, D8,
RHEEFT e Saon & FTTY | Whee Safeen Bl B %
Races Blalom; Class | Ribver 0K Kayak and wilifwalter oo
Diowniriver, Hutan, Wh Ganoa Gk Sal, Slalom
Class Nl 503-281-TT65 Sun
Ko TR Tadkson ok iy Ty e o Sakom i
Shiowdown Jackeon Mok, Lalontage Fraestyla
Mg A07-733-24T1
SepL 1617 Bie Eady Wover Tlss Wl COureE
Festaval Bend, OR 513 383-3011 wnm DR, &
NW Cup Series
E o Cackamas Fall Tlass lackamas Arvar Jim O gnﬂ:
T THEEE ESETE, OF Tl
& Canpé (b
Oct 78  Wookack Ruces Beg/int Narth Fork Peter Kot Chill bake-oit
Nooksack Rer Bd= 3241401 anid eosiums
Glacier, WA party Sat. night



“Win prizesand rasemoney for AWA

FIRST GRAND PRIZE:  Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice
SECOND GRAND PRIZE:  Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters
THIRD GRAND PRIZE:  Schlegel Duralene Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES:  AWA/Dagger Paddl-a-thon T-shirts
AWA lapel pins and AWA License plate frames

Enteringiseasy and fun!

*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1995
*Log your river time on the official entry form

*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31, 1995

*Receive your prizes!

*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize recipients.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
¢AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569

Proceeds to benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALF OFA CURRENTAWA
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPUT WITH 75% TO AWA'S WDPAND 25%FOR YOUR CLUB'SUSE IN
TS CONSERVATION. SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligible forindividual and Grand Prizes.

_Dagger.
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FURTHER ADVENTURES OF ED

THE HAIRBOATER

by Joe Greiner

"Heyl! B! We sure have paddied a

Ion%way. Areyou sure
that the bridge back there wasn't the
takeout?'

"Neh!! Let's keegpgoing, Bruce. It's
got to be down here somewhere."

Ed and Bruce were charging down-
stream on the Rio Cahaboninto thefall-
ing Guatemalan night. They didn't know
it yet, but they had missedthe takeout.

Yau remember Ed. Ed Lucero,
hairboater, made hisfirst appearanceon
these pagesin the July/August 1994 is
sue. Ed's Central American adventures
started when Ed heard about an explor-
atory trip to Guatemala. Thetrip south
wasin aschool busthat brokedown five
timeson the way and required an engine
transplant in Tierra Blanca, Mexico.

Finally,the expedition limpedinto
Antiqua, Guatemal a, about two weeksbe-
hind schedule. After amonth of arid
travel acrosssome very desolateland-
scape, Ed had been highand dry andfrus
g(;a;ed for alongtime. Hewasready to

|

After spendingbone day on the Upper -
Lanquin, Ed met Bruce and Jeff, who
hailed from Capetown, South Africa.
They had their own 4wD pickuptruck
with boat racks. Bruceand Jeff wereonly
goingto be in Guatemal aafew more
days. Thenthey were goingon to El Sal-
vador for some surfing. Then they
planned on heading to Nicaraguaand
Codta Ricafor more boating.

_ rI]Edhsoon decidedto go to Costa Rica
with the guysfrom own.

Butf%sj;ty, Ed anggﬁtcedeci dedto
run asection o the Cahabon. Jeff would
pick themupat their takeout, then they
would be off to El Salvador.

Play on the Cahabonwasfine. But
somehow they missed the takeout. They
saw a bridge but they thought it came
"toosoon”. Bruceand Ed started to
paddleeven harder downstream, hoping
to make"thetakeout" beforenightfall.
Finally,eight miles downstream,in total
darknessandfearful of blunderinginto
the unrunnable Chuloc Falls, they
stopped.

They had nofood or camping gear;
thiswassucs)posed to beac?%/ triP. The
ni%ht wasdark and they had noflash-
light. With visionsaf scorpionsand fer-
delancesintheir heads, they decidedto
spend thenight onavery small island,
wheretheseevil creatures would not
bother them.

To past thetimethey told stories.
Around 3:00 am. the cloudsparted and a
full moon cameout. By thistimethey had
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concludedthat they had missed their
takeout by along shot. Knowingthey had
to go back upstreamtofindit, they
started to paddle the poolsand portage
the rapids. Even withthe moon it was
dark, and the vineslooked like snakes.
They were nervous. They talked alot.

Around 5:00 am., after aparticularly
loud portage, they heard acommotionto
river right. Thejungle wasalive with
fireflies. No, wait! Thosewerentt fireflies.
Thosewere HREBRANDS.. being held
aoft by alarge mob of farmers, coming
fast! In ascenereminiscentd Franken-
stein, the shoutingfarmers swarmed
downtotheriver bank, brandishing
their firebrands and machetes.

Neither Ed nor Bruce knew much
Spanish, but the farmerswereIndian and
probably weren't speaking Spanishany-
way. Ed did his best, shouting
"Tranquilo!! Tranquilo!!" over and over

ain.

Ed and Bruce wereterrified asthings
started to whiz past themin the night.
Fearful that they were under a poison
blow gun attack, our heroesjumped out
on the oppositeshoreand hidin the trees
until thefarmersdispersedand morning
came. They decided to abandon thet;iJ)
upstreamalongtheriver. They stash

Kl 'i'.-‘{*m};’.

their boatsand walked overlandon the
sided theriver away from the irate na
tives.

They hiked out wearingtheir helmets
and carrying their paddles. Ed had
stashed a machetein his boat and he car-
ried that also. They weretwo bearded,
scruffy gringos, wearingshorts, booties,
spray jackets,and ahelmet, both carry-
ing strange, long weapon-stickswith flat
ends. And one was carrying a machete!

Onecan only imaginetheterror of
the peoplethat they met. Ed said | ater
that everybody that saw them took one
look and ran away. No doubt thelegend
isgrowingasstoriesd "theaiens' are
told and retold. After two daysthe hun-
gry duo madeit toaroad and some Span-
Ish speakers. It took one moreday to
hitch arideto Lanquinandtell their wor-
ried and incredul ousfriend, Jeff, about
their adventures. Thiswasfollowed by
two more daysto drive back, hikein, and
retrieve the boatsand gear. Their day on
the Cahabon had turned into a week-long

icl

® Ed will be back in the states shortly. |
can't wait tofindout if histravelsin El
Salvador, Nicaragua, and CostaRica
went aswell as Texas, Mexico, and Gua
temala

Maybe, Ed can come East this
spring and do somecreeks. He's a good
boater and I'd follow himontheriver.
But | will bedamn surethat | know
wherethe takeoutis.

A

from beginner to expert!

-We haveit all; equipment for paddlers

- Experienced Paddling Staff! 3 Nl
- Full Instruction Program! - @f _Ed
- Fantastic Selection! e _gEsk
- Great Prices! A \ EERC25
Giveus a 3 O\q@ 388 Z
call... P\ BACK COUNTRY
I\ @»c@ SKI AND SPORTS
\ﬂl 1 S 3710 South Main Street
‘ N Blacksburg, Va 24060

(703) 5528400

10-8 M+, 10-5 Sat
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ADK Genesee Chapter
¢/o Jerry Hargrave

47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
c/o Mike Zabre

34 Russdll Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
¢/o 3m Cavo

33 Chester Avenue
Waltham, MA 02154

AMC Connecticut Chapter
c/o Jan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC Maine Chapter
c/o WolfgangW. Kaiser
P.O. Box 331
Woolwich, ME 04579

AMC New Hampshire
chapter

¢/o Stanley J. Solomon

4 Whittier Road

Lexington. MA 02173-1717

AMC New York

c/o Trudy L. Wood
41W.96th ., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMC SE. Mass.

c/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

AppalachianPaddling
Enthusiasts

do YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

Arkansas CanoeClub
P.O. Box 1843
LittleRock, AR 72203

AtlantaWhitewater Club
P.O. Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating Society
c/o Karin Papenhausen

918 E. Knapp #5

Milwaukee, W1 53202

Bayou City Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 980782
Houston, TX 77098

Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104

BirminghamCanoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

Blue Ridge River Runners
P.O. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Bluegrass Wildwater AssoC.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128

Buck RidgeSki Club
P.O. Box 179
BaaCynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out Canoe Club
c/o Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

CanoeClub of Greater
Harrisburg

c/o Mary Klaue

RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers Association
c¢/o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

CarolinaCanoeClub
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605

Centrad GeorgiaRiver
Runners

P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater Asoc.
c/o MargeCline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, [ 60067

Chota CanoeClub
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

c/o AdventureQuest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastd Canoeistsinc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mm. School
c¢/o Bob Campbell

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623

T E S

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, CO 80155-4315

Coosa River Paddling Club
c/o LonnieCarden
SouthernTrails, Inc.

5143 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, AL 36109

E. TennesseeWhitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

Foothills Paddling Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State Canoe Club

c/o Joseph Pylka
30 N. Greenwood Avenue,

Apt. D
Hopewell, NJ 08252

GeorgiaCanoeing Asoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

GeorgiaTech ORGT
¢/o Suzanne Besaumont
SAC-0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

G.LOP.

c/o James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater BaltimoreCanoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21041-
1841

Headwaters Paddling Assoc.
Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

Holtwood Hooligans
c/o DaveRostad

922 MarciaLane
Lancaster, PA 17601

Hoofer Outing Club

c/o Mike Sklavos, Water
Safety

Memoria Union

800 Langdon Street
MAGdison, W1 53706

Hoosier Canoe Club
c/o DaveEllis
4770N. Kesder Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Housatonic Area Canoe &
Kayak Squad

c/o E.J. McCarthv

351 Route 7

West Cornwall, CT 067%

HuntsvilleCanoeClub
P.O. Box 52

Huntsville, AL 35804-0052

|daho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, |ID 83209

KansasCity Whitewater
Club

c/o G. RebeccaStark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

Kayak & Canoe Clubof
Boston

c/o Peter Cogan

Box 123

Putney, VT 05346

Kayakingl-1V

c¢/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

c/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524

KedhaulersCanoe Club
c/o Susan Vetrone

2085 Halstead #4
Lakewood, OH 44107

LansingOar & PaddleClub
c/o Karl Pearson

P.O. Box 26254

Lansing. M1 48909

Leaping LoungeLizards
c/o Rick Norman
3437E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower ColumbiaCanoeClub
11231 NE DavisStreet
Portland, OR 97220

Meramec River Canoe Club
c/o Earl Biffle

26 LakeRoad

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Vdley Paddlers
c/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

MetropolitanCanoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Jeff Martin

1742 Warmington Court
Manchester, MO 63021
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Mohawk Canoe Club
15 AndrealLane
Trenton, NJ08619

NORS

c/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

NOVA Riverunners Inc.
PO. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674

Ontario VoyageursKayak
Club

P.O. Box 41

AdeaidePos Office
Toronto, OntarioM5C 2H8
Canada

Outdoor Adventure Program
Bldg. 2807

Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000

QOutdoor Centreof New
England

10 Pleasant St.
MillersFalls, MA 01349

Outdoor RecrestionProgram
Building420

Univergty of Utah

Salt LakeCity, UT 84112

Ozark WildernessWaterways
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112

Paddling Bares
P.O. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

Palmetto Paddlers
c/o Mandy Maier
284 Shoreline Drive
Columbia, SC 29212

PerceptionKayak Club
c/o Perception|nc.
111 Kayaker Way
Easley, SC 29640

PhiladelphiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
c/o Sarah Dentoni

533 North Wahsatch Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO
80903-3001

Project Challenge
8306 Mills Drive, #190
Miami, FL 33183

Rhode Idand Canoe
Association

c/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
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River Rendezvous 1206 Kessler Mill Road SequoiaPaddling Club SierraClubRTS T 15 Cleveland Avenue
PO. Box 888 Salem, VA 24153 P.O. Box 1164 ¢/o LynneVan Ness Martinsville, VA 24112
Teluride, CO 81435 Windsor, CA 95492 159 Southwind Drive
Rockin “r” Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 kane Canoe & Kayak
River Touring Section 1405 Gruene Road ShastaPaddlers ’ b ¥
SerraClub- Angeles New Braunfels, TX 78130- c/o David Bish SierraNevada WW Club P.O. Box 819
Chapter 3334 1637 Cessna Court c/o CharlieAlbright Spokane, WA 99210
d o Dave Ewoldt Redding, CA 96001 7500 GladstoneDrive
9§_24 Saluda Avenue San Juan College Outdoor Reno, NV 89506 Steep Creek Films
Tijunga, CA 91042 Program SierraClub Loma Prieta 4104 Shodl Creek Boulevard
4601 pollegeBouIevard c/o Dave Kim Smith River Valey Canoe Austin, TX 78756
Roanoke County Parks & Farmington, NM 87402 3309 Oxford Lane Club
Rec. San Jose, CA 95117 c/o Harry B. Rhell, President | TexasWhitewater Assoc.
c/o Bill Sgrinia ] P.O. Drawer 5429

Austin, TX 78763

Three Rivers Paddling Club
c/o Barry Adams

811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh PA 15218

ToledoRiver Gang
c/o Mike Sidell

626 LouisianaAvenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners

P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114-
4094

U. of Maine at Machias
Library

9 O’'Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah

Outdoor Recreation Program
Building 420

SdtLake UT 84112

VikingCanoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline

c/o Irv Tolles

36 Bay Street

Manchester, NH 03104-3003

West Virginia Wildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Wildcat Canoe Club
c/o Michadl Ranstead
3425E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339

gl - il AT 4 Zoar Valey Paddling Club
Tel. (719] Ry o ¥ ¢/o Ken Ahlstrom
FAX (719) g ! e . 46 Albany Avenue

Dunkirk, NY 14048
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SOVIET PORN TODAY

W\

by Jonathan Katz

[Author's note:

In the summer of 1994 Dr. Theodore
“Bam Bam" McBride shut down the
McBride-Omaha chemical factory on the

__banks of the Deerfield and took a group
of his closest associates on 3 RaftFriends
paddling vacationto Russia, to run Asian

whitewater with the legendary Soviet
boater Dimitri Vasilevitch Ubenko. What
follows is the story of that trip. pieced
together from the shattered memories of
the survivors.]

Ken Omaha's mission
wasto providecover fire
whilehisfriendsfrantically
paddled away fromthe am-
bush and into the hell of
Stalingrad Gorge. While
McBride’s vacationers cow-
ered in the rocks under un-
KNnown gunfire, Omaha

Wetn}}?o%e ﬁ%lsi' ?on.
There he wasted no time
convincingthe Russian he
wasthe better shot.

"You bet meagrand
against a night with my
woman that you could
outshoot me, remember?"

"Yes" Ubenkoreplied.

"Did you get laid?"

"No."

"Give meyour guns.”

Omahashot the automatics hot,
pumping pistol bulletsintotherim o the
canyon far overhead, firing just enough
to keep the enemy pinned down. He
didn't know who he was shooting at—
Russian troops? Afghan guerrillas? Wide
World of Sportscameracrew?—and he
didn't think he hit anyone. But he kept
firing, and McBride’s party broke cover
and madetheir getaway intothe
Stalingrad maelstrom. The Russian

boys al so managed to launch two of the
rafts. Thethird had beenriddled with
machine gun fireand would never float
again. They abandoned its cargo o hash-
ish and paddled over the Anvil, thetriple
dropthat opensStalingrad rapid. Alone
on the beach Omahashot up all the
ammo, tossed the useless Makarovsinto
theriver and sprinted for his open canoe.
Just as heslid over thefirst ledge he took
around through theoutside of histhigh.

Heranthetripledrop upright, find-
ingaone-in-amillion soft spot inthe
boulder pileat the basedf Anvil, and car-
omed down the middle of Dancing Bear
oninstinct and blind luck. Swampedful
and bleeding, he passed the second Rus-
sian raft, pinned in the middle of the
rapid. It cargo of hash wasawashin
river water, but itscrew wasgone. He
caught an eddy, bailed, and headed
downriver searching for Russians,
Americans, anybody. Then he saw the
body on the rock.

It was Vasily Alexeev Ubenko,
Dimitri's giant father, alive and con-
scious and grimacingfrom the pain of
brokenribs. "Leavemd" hegasped. “I'll
live. Savethem! And watch for Ava
lanche."

" Avalanche?' Omaha shouted.

"Waterfall!" the big man screamed
over theroar in the canyon. "Now go"

Omahaboofed and surfed his canoe
downthelong, blind rapid. Then he
turned the corner around a huge mono-
lith and the view opened. At the base of
therapid far below hecould seethe
American raft pinned in the river, Chop-
per and the otherson shore. Just ahead
of theraft wasthe horizon linethat had
tobe Avalanche. Andintheforeground,
thirty yardsahead of him, thelast Rus
sian raft spun out of control. Therewere
adozen people jammedintoit, and no-
body was steering. They were headedfor
the horizon, river right, over thelipand
into theL maw of Avalanche.
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Omaha’s pickled, dope-soaked brain
sent his am e. Gofor it! He
pulledhard and fast on his paddie, gain-
Ingspeed, ignoringthe painin hisleg,
the bloody water sloshingin his boat,
closing the gap between hiscanoeand the
raft. Twenty yards,tenyards, none! His
Impulseslammed into thesidedf the
packed Soviet rig. Likeagiantfrog
Omahaleaped out o hisboat andintothe
air. Helandedon theedgeof theraft, tee
tered for amoment, then sat down hard
onthetube. Hedug hispaddieintothe
rushing water behind theraft, wrestling
for control, screamingat theterrified oc-
cupantsto Paddle! Paddle!

Usingall o hisstrength Omaha
fought theraft intoline with the current
just asitfloatedtothelip o thefals. It
hungfor a moment asif fightingfor life,
and didover the edge, intothe abyss.
Omahds empty canoefollowed.

McBride, Chopper, Gunsmith, the
women and the three Russians Rachel
had rescued watched i n horror as Omaha
overtook theraft and jumped in. They
rushed down thetraillessriverbank to
the base of Avaanche. They movedin
shock, stunned by thesight of Omaha
leapingfrom his boat to certain deathin
the makeshift Russianraft. They
searchedtheriverbanksand the heavy
runout fromthefalls, but found nosign
o Omaha, the Russiansor their equip-
ment. Their bodiesweregone, trappedin
thehuge hydraulic at the d thefdls.
or washed downtheriver.

McBrideand his peoplesearchedfor
an hour. Then, asthe shadowslength-
ened, they climbed back up to the top of
thefalls. 1t took two brutal hoursar hard
labor to unpin Gunsmith'sraft and carry
their equipment al ong the nonexistent
portagetrail to the put-in at the base of
thefalls. Thesky was darkeningand
they needed to make camp on the Rus
sian side, out of reach of theambushers
onriver right. Somberly they pressed
downriver, studying theshorefor signs
o their lost comradeand the other vic-
timsof Stalingrad. But they paddied an
easier river. The Amu Daryaflattenedto
classtwo-three. Theriver had spent it-
odf at Stalingrad.

They paddled a cheerlessmile
through easy water as thesun sank and
oloom descended i n theawesome canyon.
Just asthelight failed, from thedeep
shadowson the shore, camethefamiliar,
derisivevoice o Kenny Omaha

Yo Bam Bam! You didn't #@lk that
rapid, did you?"'

The maniac had survived again.

TheRaftFriends expedition mede
campon arocky beachacoupledf miles
beow Avalanche. nglset upthesmall
shamblesd shredded equipment that
had survived the gun battleon the beach,
and the ghastly run through Stalingrad.
Thetwolost Russian rafts had held the

tentsand mogt df their food and water.
The remaining raft was overloaded with
baseball sized chunksdf Afghan opiated
hashish and acasedof vodka. McBride's
ﬁarty could party till the yakscame

ome; they just couldn't get the
munchies.

Omahawasdrunk, stoned, relent-
lesdy cheerful and typically blas_ about
taking theraft and e even Russiansover
Avalanchefalls, an act of whitewater|u-
nacy that rivalled hislegendary Niagara
run.

"Your basicwaterfal. Oncel got the
raft straightened out we just went over
theedge. Didn't haveany troubletill we
got to the bottom."

Oncethere, thegrossly overloaded
makeshift raft came uncorked in the hole
at the based thefalls, dumpinga dozen
swimmersinto a cosmic washingma
chine. Omahastayed with theraft and
managed to rescue everyone, marshail
them intosomesort of cohesionand
paddiethemto camp. He had wounded:
two with broken ribs, one didocated
shoulder and half a dozen morewith vari-
ousbruises, contusionsand lacerations.

P.T., theexpeditiondoctor, triaged
everyoneand started treatingthe
woundedin order o priority. Shere-
duced the Russian's shoulder did ocation
(anact for which he was dmost disgust-
ingly grateful) and wastapingalacerated
forehead with butterfly bandageswhen
Omahalimped upand revededfor the
first timethat he'd taken around
through and throughtheleft thigh. Till
then the grim battlefor survival in
Stalingrad had put the firefight out of
their minds.

P.T. finishedtapingthedressingon
Omahas wounds. Shegavehim hisor-
ders. "Youlost someblood. Drink plenty
o dr?good shareplied, tak

"O " Omahareplied, takinga
longswigfroma bottlege/odka Wit
hisriver knifehe paredalong, thindlice
d hash fromoned the balls, brokedff a
piece, put it in hismouth. " Q K if | eat
solidfoods?' heasked.

Between them the Americans man-
aged to put together enoughdriedrations
and river water to makeathin, hot soup
for everyone. But Dimitri Ubenkowas
weeping bitterly and could not eat.

"Two," hecried. "I lost two."

McBrideknew Ubenko’s father was
aliveupstream,and hebdievedall the
Russian boys were accountedfor, but he
suggested a search party to work back up
theshore.

"You don't understand,” Ubenkotold
himthrough histears. "Nat boys. Deed
boysarereplaceable.l cangetdl boysl
want. | losttworafts! Tworaftsfull of
hashish! Twothirdsd bf)roﬁtfor trip!"

McBride's temper blew, volcanically.

"You Yauanus! Hijack our equip-
ment, drag us down this godawful blind
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canyonsmugglingfilth and drugs damn
near get usshot dead on the beach, force
ustorun theworst rapid I'veever heard
d under machinegunfire, nearly kill six
or sevend these nicekids and you have
the gall to bitch about losinga couple
boatloadsof hash! | ought to kil you!"
"Youstill don't understand. Itsnot
hash. You see, | make porn booksfor liv-
ing. Print cheapin Moscow. Bri n%down
here, trade to Afghan nativeswho have
noskin mags. They give mehash, worth-
lessto them. Then| take back acrossbor-
der, trade hash to Russian troopsfor
%ms, rockets, mortars, heavy weapons
they don't want. Takeguns. Loadon
rafts. Paddle downriver to Pakistan,
trade gunsfor gold! They give quarter
pound of gold for AK-47, whole poundfor
roc(lj<|%t! | don't cry for hash. | cry for

McBridelooked disgusted and turned
away, staring into thefire, wishing
Ubenko had drowned in Stalingradthe
first timeheranit. When helooked
back, Ubenkowasliningupall the Rus
sian boyswho could wak.

"We get rid o hash,” Ubenkosaid.
"Carry uptrail to Russianfort. Trade
there. Come back withgunslater.
Maybel break even."

" Just |et thecreepgo,” Rachel said to
McBride. ""Maybe he won't come back."”

Bewildered, McBridestepped aw
from the campfireand urinated into the
burblingwatersof the Amu Darya. Then
he crawledinto the small tent he carried
inthestern o hiskayak and passed out
from nervesand exhaustion.

Hourslater Chopper and Omaha
zipped open McBride's tent and bulled in-
side fillingit. It wasfour am. McBride
wassnoringin short, loud burstslikean
Uz. Hewokedisorientedandinafog.
Omahawas blind drunk, reeking of
vodkaand hash. Chopper just smelled
unwashed. He spoke:

"Wakeup, Bam Bam. We haveto talk.
We haveto trade with these people.”

M cBride's voice was thick with deep.
"Notalk. Gotrade. SwgpT-shirtsand let
medeep.”

"Wake up dammit. Thesepeople
have somethingwonderful "

"What do they have?Hash?Porn?
AK-47s? You can get all that crap for free
at the Gauley Festival."

"No. They brought back ordinance.
Wonderful, wonderful munitions.”

Omahaspokefor thefirst time.
"Dont tell him, Chopper. Hedoesn't
need to know."

Now McBridewasawake, "What
don't | need to know?"

"Just tell mewhat you haveto trade.

McBridebristled," Don't play games
with me Chopper. What the hell kind d
weaponscan these kids have that you
can't get back inthegoodold U. S A.?*

"They've got the bigone”
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F="Y our mother got the bigone.’

Chopper whisperedintensely,
"McBride, you may havea Nobd Prize
but sometimesyou're so denseyou
wouldn't get it if | droveit down your
throaltt withad eda%ehanmerée'g&]&ee

ewant to trade meawi
peol‘QWhat thehell isthat?" poppet

Omahaleanedin, "Chopper yourea
dopetelinghim.”

Now |
the Weasdl,and he smiled. " Saich
charge,”" hesaid,"Five kilotons."

"Kilotons?Y ou'retryingtotell me
Dimitri has the Bomb?*

"Yeah. Nicebomb. Red clean, all
blast, nofalout. Nice package,fitsinan
open boat. For infantry use on obstacles,
bridges, exit ramp stacks, highway junc-
tions, bigstructures you want to de-
stroy.”

yWhat the hell you want that for? No

bigstructure's botheringyou.”
llWrorg.ll
"Like what?'
"What bothersariver runner? What
blockstheflow of the wild and thefree?"
Light dawned in McBride, like noon-
day sun intheeyesadf an infant,"You
can't beserious. That'sinsane.”

10281 Hwy. 50, Howard, Colorado 81233
800-255-5785 719-942-3214

~ KENT FORD & BOB FOOTE
ACA CANCE INSTRUCTOR

April 26-30, 1995

ACAKAYAK INSTRUCTOR !
WORKSHOPS

April 27-30, 1995
May 18-21,1995
June 3-4, 1995 Methods
June 26-29,1995
July 17-18, 1995 Methods
July 22-25,1995

A“ﬂis-t 14-17,1995

pper was humming Pop Goes

Chopper grinnedagrinlikethe
Cheshirecat and spokefivewords, “Rio
Bio-Bio. Pangue Dam."

Twenty minuteslater thethree of
themsurveyedthepiled trade goods
they'd collectedonthetent floor. A New
York Giantsfingernail clipper,a Mag-
Lite,a Timex Ironman wristwatch,a
Saint Christopher medal Omahas
mother had given him, McBride’s prized
American ExpressPlatinum Card,
Omahds even morevaluable Keystone
KeyCard andthefreebeeritr

Omahawas scornful. " Junk, all
junk. 1 wouldn't trade you a Carlisle raft
paddlefor thiscrap. No way they gonna
give upany A-Bombfor thisjunk.”

"Maybel can convincethem," said
Chopper, and hedlippedout of thetent.

Half an hour later he was back. "We
candoit," hesaid,"But they want
Arden.

"To keep?'McBrideasked.

"No. To photograph. Dimitri wants
toshoot her for 'Soviet Porn Today'. Na
ked. With Yvonneand Omaha"

"That pervert!" sworeOmaha

But Chopper continuedundeterred.

resented.

"'For thisthey give usthe Bomb, Kenny.
Threed them, withinstructions and ex-
tended warranty. Yau gottodoit!!"

" Flashingmy trash don't bother me.
Its Arden and Y vonne you haveto con-
vince."

Chopper waitedtill breakfastto
broach the subject with the women. It
was not well received."You keepyour
hands off Omaha," Yvonnesaid to Arden.
" wouldn't touch himwitharaft oar,"
Ardensaid to Yvonne, "And| don't want
my booty being shaken tg yek herdersin
every yurt fromhereto Siberia. Disgust-
ing."

But Chopper begged relentlessly. Do
itfor me, Arden," he pleaded,"You know
how INloveeprosv&s"

" 0 "

"Then doit for the corporation. Just
think. McBride-Omaha Chemica Com
pany will betheonly privateindustrial
nucl el\?r superpower in theworld."

0.
"Doit causeif you don't doit Dimitri
will havetheBomb." )
Not eventhisbrilliant reasoning
moved her.

Call today for our 1995
Paddling School Catalog and Schedule

We offer kayak and canoe seminars along with personal instruction and

guide service on the Arkansas River. We also offer ACA River Rescue
Workshops. Bring afriend and let us entertain them on a day rafi trip

hrough the Roya Gorge or with somereal fun in aninflatable kayak (all

~ thrill, no skill!)

T

GET YOUR PADDLING SEASON OFF TO AN
INCREDIBLE START

May 4.5.6, 1995
May 20, 21, 22, 1995
May 28, 29, 30, 1995

KAYAK THE DOLORESRIVER WITH RMOC

The Dolores River is a magnificent three day trip in southwestern
Colorado. We'll descendthrough a 2,500-foot deep canyon, first in groves
of giant PonderosaPines, then along the precipitous red sandstone walls.
The 50 mile run includes numerous moderate rapids, plus one of the
[West's most famous/infamous drops - Snaggletooth. The RMOC crew
I will carry your belongings on a support
cargo raft and takes care of all the cooking,
and well prove to you that being in the
wildernessdoesn't mean roughingit!

Amerian H'h.nr:.u.u'v Moy/June

L5585
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"Thendoit for the Colorado, the Bio-
Bio, the Yangtze, the dammedrivers, and
theriversto be dammed." Chopper was
on hiskneesnow, weeping. "Doit for the
wild and the free.”

Arden softened. "OK. If Yvonneisin,
I'min. Butyoucan't watch."”

Chopper and McBridetook awalk.
Dimitri fed his modelsvodkaand hash to
loosenthem up, then astonished them
withthe variety of pornographicimages
he created with three good, willingbod
iesand a pile of whitewater gear. Arden,
Yvonneand Ken draped themselvesna
ked over theraft, festooned with throw
ropes, Arden nibbling seductivelyona
gleaming black drysuit gasket, Yvonne
spreadeagledin an outrageous hot pink
sprayskirt while Omaha stood hard and
poised with his paddie cocked. Dimitri
shouted encouragement in Englishand
Russian, slicked them with suntan oil,
blasted away with hiscamera, shot ten
rollsof film, told them they were beauti-
ful and pronounced himself satisfied. He
promised them copies d the next issue
and went to meet Chopper.

The weasel poppersgleamedin their
aluminum cases. Each oneweighed
about seventy-fivepounds. They had

padded straps and waistbandsand were
designed to be backpacked. Chopper
hefted one, let out the straps, dippedit
onto his massive shouldersand smiled.
"Hotter than a Colemanstove,” hesaid.

Dimitri reverently handed McBridea
felt case. "Theseare detonators," hesaid.
"Insert detonator into receiver,twist to
lock, set timer, push start button and
leave. Todisarm, enter tendigit se-
quence. Try area code and phone num-
ber. Your choice. Usswisdy. Or sdll.
They are worthfortune, but | cannot sell
to Pakistanis. Only paddlers. Itismoral
issue."

Thesmall group of men shook hands.
Ubenko embraced Omaha, kissed his
cheeks. "Thank you," Dimitri said.
"Thank you for saving our lives. | will
watch papersfor newsd explosons.”

Amidthe ageless bouldersof Asia,
besidethe swift and terrible Amu Darya
and under a clear blue sky, weaponsof
unimaginable, inhuman power passed
from the hands o a crafty and amoral
Cossack into the private arsenal of a
groupdf elite paddiers. Arethey safer
there?

Dimitri Ubenko's student lackeys
werelashing bundlesd assault riflesand

vacatlon resor. And
bathar yel,
Gur rivers are Chaan, Wanm

and e idwied,
S-day COLUrsns.

sk DAWATKA KANHU CENTRE

Boa G35, Bary's Bay, O
Sumeme (613 75

Amarion }i:lp;.-mmv May/JJung 19495

KO 1B

5T r; (8135 594-5068

casesd ammunition into their remain-
ing raft when the mujaheddincavalry in-
vaded the camp. Nobody heard the hoof-
besats over the sound of the river and sud-
denly the stony beach wasoverrun with
heavily armed men on horseback. There
was no question of resistance: not even
Omahareachedfor apiece. Theriver
runners stopped what they were doing,
and stared and waited. McBridewas
scared, and when he saw how frightened
Dimitri looked, he grew terrified. If the
little creep wasthat shook, they werere-
alyintrouble.

The guerrillaleader worea black tur-
ban and ared sash, and carried an AK-47.
He spokefrom hishorsein aloud voice,
inalanguagethat McBridebarely recog-
nized as speech. He got noanswer. Then,
in heavily accented English, he repeated
himself.

"Ubenko. Give Ubenko, wenoKkill."

M cBride was pouring sweat. Should
they bargain with the mujaheddin? Try
tosavethe Russian?McBride thought
about the theft of their equipment, the
bad food, the porn and drugs he'd been
forced to smuggle, Ubenko's gun pointed
at that poor scared Russian boy,
McBride’s terrifying, near-death run
through Stalingrad, thestinging holein
Omahdsleft thigh. Thehesmiled. At
last. Payback. "That's him over there.

Dimitri bolted, sprinting up theloose,
rocky trail asfast ashe couldrun. Amaz-
ingly, noneof the horsemenfired. One
made to give chase, but the leader held
up hishand. "Hell be back," hesaid.

"What do you want himfor?" asked
Omaha.

The horseman met McBride’s eyesfor
along moment, then looked down at his
crotch and madea chopping motion with
hishand.

"Koraniclaw," said McBride. "No
bonesabout it."”

"They're goingto shorten his
paddiel" Omahaexclaimed.

"Hell never surf the holeagain," ob-
served Chopper.

"Serveshiim right, thelittle creep,"
said Arden.

"Yeah. Bobbitt," Yvonnegrinned.

Suddenly another horseman rode up.
A man, gagged and bleeding, wastied
acrossthe back of hishorse. 1t was
Dimitri. Hiseyeswerehugewithfear.

"Rearguard," said thelead horseman.
"Gunsstay. You go. Takeraft. Ten miles
downriver isroad. Wait there. Tomor-
row truck come. Takeyou Kabul. Get
plane, go home. No come back. Ever."”

Dimitri's eyesrolled,fear-crazed. He

stared at McBride, making unintelligible
noises, begging. McBride was moved.
Should he reach out to the Russian? Put
hislife, hisfriendsliveson theline?Hdll
no. Get whilethe gettingwas good.
Make hay whilethesun shines. 23



M ohawk Canoes

World leader in Short Whitewater Playboats
Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971

97,000 Canoes Built Since 1964

SAVE 30 %

["WHITEWATER PLAYBOAT DESIGNS...Below are drawings
of cross sections through the center of a Mohawk Viper, Probe and our
XL series. fiterence M Tlared angfes. Where rhe bortom and

| "side of the canoe mest, the Viper has a sharp chine or edge. This edge

-enables the paddler to carve turns and to judge the angle of their lean.

| However, it can catch cross currents and flip a boater who is not used B

edge. Also, when side surfing, the Viper is “grabbier” than rhe
|_Probe. Advanced paddlers who master thisedge lovethecontrol it gives
[ them. But for many paddierswe believe the Probeis a more forgiving

* - SRS
PADD FR- ¥ernon Keith

FHOTONERA PHER: Hahly Hall

NEW BOATS

PROBE 14 - RODEO-PROBE 1211
(Seechart at right for pricesB specs)

—friendly. Dry, agileand quick to accelerate. Spins on adime and slips+
jnto the smallest eddys. Yet they easily hold a ferry angle and track=

" surprisingly well. Dueto theextremeflare of the sides, the Probes have-r
= ing amount of final stabilitv. A choice of three lengths to fit |

T e MOrE flare than the Viper. Thisis accomplished by lowering point A one
T————T O

| hand. The extreme flare. (more than any other whitewater playboat)

" PROBE 11. 12 & 12 IL...Viper-like performance, yet extremely user"'-i' i :

| boat thar will suit-their paddiing needs: better, without piving up the |
quick acceleration and turning of the Viper. i
As you can see from the center cross section, the Probe has

inch and making the boat one inch wider at this paint. The tsck-in
above point A allows for a narrow gunwale width and a pocket for yomr

“resultsin fantasticfinal or secondary stabili et still maintainsa deek:

geieiiig
{surprisingly easy. In summary, the Probe is a performance boat that is

All Mohawk whitewater playboats have symmetrical hulls

—“Why? Because. if properly designed, they will hold a ferry angle anc.

[_track as well or better than an asymmetrical boat. Back surfing, beck:

| ferries, side surfing and spins will all be easier and smoother in the
symmetrical boat because both endsreact in the sameway.

. your weight and/or paddling skill. The paddlers who own these boats=
rave about their performance. This is a playboat you may never
$577.50 ea

[
g i |
|
:

| outgrow. rocker4-112 & 5'. : A—! -
RODEOQ...Anew shorter playboat for rodeosand steep creeks. Never{ . |
haveendersbeen so easy. Spininthehole - Surf on thewave- Grab = || |
+asmallereddy. 106" WOW! 11 | '“-‘F
L VIPER 11 & 12...Dry, quick and agile. The choice of steep crekers, "~ MOST WHITEWATER MOHAWK MOHAWK
+~daomracersand rodeo competitors. A winner if you can handlethe edge. PLAYBOATS(XL’S) VIPERS PROBES

Trocker4-12" & 5'
WINNER 1993 WORLD RODEO (1st 2nd & 3rd)
WINNER 1993/94 OCOEE RODEOS
WINNER 1994 OTTAWA RIVER RODEO

s = FOR "85 Mohawk's auln mndomiislo pLoboat—

1@ @l of the hot performance features of the Probe 12 in alarger boat.-+
—A great boat for those tandem paddlers|ooking for extra performance.
" The Probe 14 can be factory outfitted in a three position, two position.|
“Tor asolo configuration. An excellent choicefor larger paddlers or those |
who prefer alonger boat. As a solo boat, it's so quick-and easy to spin-
you think you're in a much shorter boat. length 142" beam @ gunwale |
w30-172" rocker 6" :

XL1duDry, stable, user-fricndly. A Mobawk classic, Good for
beginners and large paddiers. It is still a favorite of many paddlers.—
ocker 3" 1

| X1.14... For large paddlers or tandem paddling. It can be outfitted With.'-

Thedifferenceisinthe FLARE
fast high performanceboats with outstandingfinal stability
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*Tandemor Solo +Pricesdo not include freight

“T"two position ouitfitting for tandem paddling or three position for bath
‘-]'tandem and solo paddling, rocker 3" _LTWHITEWATER ()UTFITTIN(_}_...Wtewater-pI ayboatsare-

Bl tandem whitewater boat and favorite of outfitters, schools | t

Of anyone doing UNPPANE OF PIaying o Whilewaier nvers. Avallable
bare, with web scats, with knecling thwarts or foam saddle (2 or 3
position), mcker 1°

availablefully outfitted and ready to paddle. This ouitfittingincludes:
i Foam saddleor pedestal, knee pads, thigh strapsor retainer(s), yakima
_footbraces, air bags & quick disconnect lacing kit.

$225 Solo $335 Tandem $395 Triple
R — = = 1] p—
|
m a E 963 COUNTY ROAD 427 N 1995: Our 31st year
LONGWOOD FL 32750 under the same ownership and management
m 407-834-3233  PHONE 97,000 Canoes bilt since 1964
A 407-834-0292 FAX
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