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Better days are ahead, my friends. We will be able to gather around a campfire and howl at the moon
deep in a river canyon on our public lands again soon. And when we do it will be glorious! But for now,
to keep yourself close to the rivers you love, you can support river stewardship by supporting American
Whitewater, and when you do plan to get out on the water, please check out our guidelines for paddling in
a pandemic on page 7. Help us keep our relationships strong with the communities in which we recreate
and we will come out of this with a stronger appreciation for the time we get to spend on wild rivers.
“We are all of us in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars...” -Oscar Wilde.
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PURPOSE
River Stewardship:
An Integrated Approach
Our mission: “To conserve and restore America’s
whitewater resources and to enhance opportunities
to enjoy them safely,” is actively pursued through
our conservation, access, safety and education efforts
under the umbrella of River Stewardship. The only
national organization representing the interest of
all whitewater paddlers, American Whitewater is the
national voice for thousands of individual whitewater
enthusiasts, as well as over 100 local paddling
club affiliates.
AW’s River Stewardship program adheres to the four
tenets of our mission statement:
CONSERVATION: AW’s professional staff works
closely with volunteers and partner organizations
to protect the ecological and scenic values of all
whitewater rivers. These goals are accomplished
through direct participation in public decision-making
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and
editorials of American Whitewater are those of
the individual authors. They do not necessarily
represent those of the Directors of American
Whitewater or the editors of this publication.
On occasion, American Whitewater publishes
official organizational policy statements drafted
and approved by the Board of Directors. These
policy statements will be clearly identified.
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processes, grassroots advocacy, coalition building,
empowerment of volunteers, public outreach and
education, and, when necessary, legal action.
RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to whitewater
rivers pursuant to the guidelines published in its
official Access Policy, AW arranges for river access
through private lands by negotiation or purchase,
seeks to protect the right of public passage on all rivers
and streams navigable by kayak or canoe, encourages
equitable and responsible management of whitewater
rivers on public lands, and works with government
agencies and other river users to achieve these goals.
SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, publishes
reports on whitewater accidents, maintains a uniform
national ranking system for whitewater rivers (the
International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and
publishes and disseminates the internationallyrecognized American Whitewater Safety Code.

whitewater rivers, as well as river recreation,
conservation, access, and safety. This is accomplished
through our bi-monthly AW Journal, a monthly
e-news, americanwhitewater.org, paddling events,
educational events, and through direct communication
with the press.
Together, AW staff, members, volunteers, and affiliate
clubs can achieve our goals of conserving, protecting
and restoring America’s whitewater resources
and enhancing opportunities to safely enjoy these
wonderful rivers.
AW was incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation laws in 1961 and maintains its principal
mailing address at PO Box 1540, Cullowhee, NC 28723;
phone 1-866-BOAT-4-AW (1-866-262-8429). AW is
tax exempt under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Service.

EDUCATION: AW shares information with the
general public and the paddling community regarding
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The journey ahead

T

his is the intro I hoped I would
never have to write, but it’s here.
With the global pandemic and
sharp economic downturn triggered by the
novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), our world
today is different from what it was a couple
of short months ago. I’ve been through past
downturns: Black Monday in 1987, the
recession of the early 90s, the tech crash,
9/11, and the 2008 financial crisis. All those
seem negligible compared to the challenges
the global economy faces today. Thanks
to some very insightful guidance from
the Finance Committee of the American
Whitewater Board, we got through the
2008-09 financial crisis stronger than we
were going into those years. We will get
through this chapter too, but it is going to
hurt for a while.
As paddlers we have a long history of taking
care of one another; we know to look over
our shoulders to check on our buddies
after running drops, we carry rope bags
and pin kits to assist others in need, and we
understand hand signals to communicate
when talking is not an option. These are all
skills we need now but in a larger context.
Each of us has a role to play, and the sooner
we flatten the curve, the sooner we get
back to some sense of nearly normal. Being
a paddler is more than just being in a boat.
Keep an eye on each other and make the
safety of others a primary concern.
Many of us are feeling the loss of being
unable to paddle our favorite rivers due
to important social distancing measures
put in place in an attempt to flatten the
curve of COVID-19 transmission. Our loss
seems small in comparison to those on
the front lines providing critical services in
areas hard hit by the virus, or families that
have suffered from COVID induced illness.
Rural communities are feeling especially
vulnerable given their limited health care
resources. As a paddling community,
boaters have been respectful of the
concerns of rural communities and greatly
dialed back visitation to those rivers. Keep
it up; it continues to be important to pursue
rivers within our ZIP codes.
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Some of our members will suffer
financially during these challenging
times. It’s important to me that we keep
our community together and engaged
with our river stewardship work despite
economic hardships. To assist with that
effort, we are extending complimentary
basic memberships to those members up
for renewal who have lost their jobs or are
suffering financial hardship as a result of
COVID-19. It’s one step we can take to keep
our membership whole and engaged on
river-specific issues that impact paddlers
and rivers. Bad actors that threaten public
lands and waters aren’t quitting their
efforts during this time, and therefore,
neither can paddlers.
Along those lines, American Whitewater is
challenging the EPA in court to assure that
hydropower dams comply with state water
quality standards that protect and restore
water quality, including recreational
use of rivers. We have a long history of
involvement in the licensing of hydropower
dams to protect recreation use and the
health of rivers we love. The hydropower
licensing process is designed to ensure that
dams meet state and federal environmental

standards in order to protect aquatic
habitat, recreation use, and designated
and existing uses of the river. The ability
of states to protect their rivers by requiring
hydropower dams to maintain water
quality has been threatened by proposed
EPA regulations under §401 of the Clean
Water Act. In the coming months and
possibly years, American Whitewater, along
with other river advocacy organizations,
will file litigation to thwart efforts by the
EPA to undermine the Clean Water Act by
weakening the ability of states to protect
the rivers we paddle.
American Whitewater river stewardship
staff has a long history of putting solid
science first and using data to support
land management designations and flows
that keep rivers clean, healthy, and provide
recreational opportunities. A recent
University of Montana poll demonstrated
overwhelming support for free-flowing
rivers; 79% of voters approve of new Wild
and Scenic River designations. The Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act is our nation’s strongest
river protection law. The Act safeguards
rivers by ensuring that they remain freeflowing, clean, and unharmed by new
5

The journey ahead
projects or development, such as new
dams. It does not affect private property
rights, water rights, or public access.
Current American Whitewater campaigns
for Wild and Scenic Rivers include over
400 miles of rivers on the Olympic
Peninsula (WA), more than 600 miles of
rivers in California, 17 rivers contained
in the Montana Headwaters Legacy Act,
the Gila (NM), and Nolichucky (NC & TN).
This robust portfolio of river designations
is just one example of the stewardship
work that continues even in the time of
social distancing.
As spring turns to summer, I am working
with staff to evaluate our event mix. Sadly,
the painful decision to cancel Deerfield
Fest in Massachusetts at the end of June
has been made. Visit our website for more
information on the cancellation and a
rollout of a virtual Deerfield Festival. For
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other river festivals hosted by American
Whitewater, decisions to hold or cancel the
event will be made two months prior to
the event. For example, plans for Gauley
Festival (scheduled for September 17-20)
will be announced by mid-July. I appreciate
everyone’s understanding that river
festivals need to happen in a safe manner
without jeopardizing the local community
or boaters attending. All of us look forward
to a time when we can gather at the river.
Till then, we need to play it safe and keep
it in our ZIP codes.

Like most nonprofits in this era, American
Whitewater is likely going to see a shortfall
in revenue for the year. Small donations
add up, so don’t let a concern about size
hold you back.
Thank you for being a part of this awesome
river community. Please stay safe
and healthy.
I look forward to seeing you on a river soon,

In your mailbox shortly will be a spring
update on the stewardship work of
American Whitewater. Please take some
time to review that update to see the
project work that continues through this
challenging period. If you have the capacity
to make an additional donation to our
efforts, it would be greatly appreciated.

americanwhitewater.org

Keep it in Your Zip Code
American Whitewater’s guidelines on
how to figure out if, when, and where
paddling is a good idea right now.
MAKE THE HEALTH OF OTHERS YOUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY.
The COVID-19 pandemic is life and death for many people. Please conduct yourself in every
respect with that in mind.
SURF THE COUCH.
Don’t go out if you’re sick or have been in contact with those who are.
SHUTTLES.
Have a plan for a human-powered shuttle or another option that allows you to maintain social distancing or don’t go. Shuttling in the car with someone you’re not already exposed to is
a no go. Groups are out. No impromptu take-out parties. Get on the river with family members or roommates. Avoid busy areas and times of day.
STAY CLOSE TO HOME.
Like, as close as possible. That creek an hour down the road may have the most quality
whitewater, but the further you travel, the more potential you have to spread illness. Shop
and recreate in your own neighborhood.
KEEP IT CHILL.
Please do not add to the burden on healthcare systems. Minimize your exposure by not getting even remotely remote and paddling well within your ability.
RESPECT CLOSURES AND BE A GOOD STEWARD.
If river access is closed, don’t go. Confirm with your local river management agency that
rivers are open. Use Leave No Trace practices. Help us keep the delicate balance that ensures
enough water to boat and river access from shifting in the wrong direction. Maintaining constructive relationships with communities where we recreate is in our long-term interest as
we work with them to improve the health of rivers and our opportunities to enjoy them. Be a
part of the solution! And always, always wash your hands.

Stewardship
Trip Report: Wild Ride for Recreation
Funding Leads to Introduction of
the Great American Outdoors Act
By Thomas O’Keefe

Youghiogheny River (MD)
Photo by Evan Stafford
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T

he current global health crisis has put most non-pandemic related
legislation on hold, but this March we took a wild ride with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Restore Our Parks Act, and it all seems
to have been initiated by a tweet from the President that began with these
words: “I am calling on Congress to send me a Bill that fully and permanently
funds the LWCF and restores our National Parks.”
Earlier this Congress I was invited to testify before the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee where I highlighted the importance of addressing the
unfunded maintenance needs our federal land managers have. I also joined many
other voices calling for fully funding the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

May/Jun 2020
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If you go back through the pages of the American Whitewater Journal, you will find that we
were early advocates for the Land and Water Conservation Fund when it was established in
1964. In the years since, we have utilized the program to secure funds to put river corridors
in public ownership and establish access on rivers like the Skagit (WA), Green (WA), White
Salmon (WA), Salmon (ID), Sandy (OR), Gauley (WV), Rio Grande (NM), Green (UT), Arkansas
(CO), Youghigheny (PA), Winnipesaukee (NH), and many others.
The program is based on the simple concept of using revenues from the depletion of one
natural resource—offshore oil and gas—to support the conservation of another precious
resource—our land and water. Every year, $900 million in royalties paid by energy companies
drilling for oil and gas on the Outer Continental Shelf are put into this fund. Unfortunately,
however, the existence of this program has not guaranteed that the $900 million put into the
account every year will be spent on conservation and recreation. Over the 55 years of the
program, billions of dollars have been siphoned from the fund for other non-conservation
purposes. In fact, this past fiscal year 2020, only $495 million was appropriated to the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, far short of full funding, yet still the largest amount in 15 years.

Youghiogheny River (MD)
Photo by Evan Stafford
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Stewardship
along with 59 Senate co-sponsors, stating
that “amounts deposited in the Fund under
section 200302 shall be made available
for expenditure.” A companion bill in
the House (H.R. 3195) was introduced by
Representative Van Drew (NJ-2) with
232 co-sponsors.

BZ Corner access area on the White Salmon River (WA) is a beneficiary of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund.
Photo by Thomas O’Keefe

To rectify this situation, American
Whitewater has joined the chorus of
voices to ensure that the Land and Water
Conservation meets its original intended
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purpose. We are strong supporters
of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund Permanent Funding Act (S. 1081),
sponsored by Senator Joe Manchin (WV),

A second bill, the Restore Our Parks Act (S.
500), was also introduced to establish a new
fund to address the chronic underfunding
of maintenance of our National Parks.
This bill was introduced by Senator Rob
Portman (OH) with 51 Senate co-sponsors.
The companion House bill (H.R. 1225) was
introduced by Representative Bishop (UT1). While American Whitewater supported
this bill, we joined the Outdoor Recreation
Roundtable and many others in the
recreation community to make the case that
it needed to include all land management
agencies and not just the National Park
Service. The Forest Service provides more
outdoor recreation opportunities than any
other land management agency and our
goal was to ensure the inclusion of this
agency in the bill.

americanwhitewater.org

Pine Bar access area on the Salmon River (ID).
Photo by Thomas O’Keefe

While both the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Permanent Funding
Act and Restore Our Parks Act passed
out of the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, it was unclear if they would
see action on the Senate floor. The urgency
of that happening increased with the
aforementioned Presidential tweet. With
American Whitewater staff members
Thomas O’Keefe and Kevin Colburn in
Washington, D.C. when this all went down
the first week of March, we sprang into
action. Working with The Conservation
Alliance and Land and Water Conservation
Fund Coalition we hit the Hill and spoke
to dozens of staff members and a few
Members of Congress to express our
enthusiasm at the prospect of legislative
Opposite: Access areas on the Lower
Salmon River (ID) we’re created with the
help of Land and Water
Conservation funds.
Photo by Thomas O’Keefe
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action. We also doubled down on efforts to
get the Forest Service included in any bill
to address maintenance needs for outdoor
recreation. Through an incredible network
of partnerships, we learned on Friday
,March 12th that the Forest Service would
be included in a new bill that combined
the Land and Water Conservation Fund
Permanent Funding Act and Restore Our
Parks Act into the Great American Outdoors
Act (S. 3422).
Following the late Friday announcement,
we hurried to Congressional offices over
the weekend to secure co-sponsors on the
new bill that addressed the key points we
made in our Congressional testimony last
year. Hundreds of American Whitewater
members responded to our call to action
on short notice and it made a difference. As
staff, we know who to talk to on the Hill but
they will only listen to us if they are hearing
from constituents that what we have to
say is important. Our members stepped up

and delivered a clear message that outdoor
recreation is important.
We still need to pass the Great American
Outdoors Act, but with 55 Senators on
the bill at introduction, and a President
saying he is eager to sign it, we are in a
very good place. We are closely monitoring
legislation moving in Congress and making
the case that investment in public lands
and outdoor recreation is important for
the economy and critical for physical and
mental health. We are pleased to see that
outdoor recreation and access to rivers
is viewed as a politically relevant issue to
those on both sides of the aisle. We put
together an easy action form to reach out
to your representatives and help us make
sure this incredible opportunity for funding
river recreation and conservation does
not pass us by when we return to a more
normal legislative session, and as of writing,
our community had already sent over 700
letters to Congress in support of the Great
American Outdoors Act!
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Federal Rule Changes
to the Clean Water
Act and National
Environmental
Policy Act
By Robert Nasdor & Evan Stafford

A

bout 50 years ago, President Richard Nixon put his signature on a handful of laws that positively altered
the protections and health outcomes for every river in the United States. Over two years, Congress went
to task with a burst of thoughtful legislation, creating a full suite of environmental laws with astonishingly
far-reaching goals. Most important to boaters, these laws sought to restrict harmful pollutants into streams,
clean up hundreds, if not thousands of rivers, erect permanent federal powers for environmental protection,
and codify meaningful public input in federal land management decision making.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was empowered by Congress to help America reach the goals
outlined in one of these landmark pieces of legislation—the Clean Water Act. This Act was designed with the
simple intent of making American waterways safe for swimming and fishing again. American Whitewater, along
with states and other parties interested in the stewardship of our fresh water supplies rely on the Clean Water
Act in a number of ways to protect and restore the water quality in our nation’s rivers. Another of these bills
was NEPA, or the National Environmental Policy Act, which laid the groundwork for how federal management
decisions would account for environmental considerations and importantly, the methods by which public input
would be collected and would inform the process.
What’s unbelievable about these bipartisan laws: They worked. Although, like any legislation, these bills and
the regulations they established had flaws, they accomplished their stated goals with a success that surprised
even their staunchest critics, and they cost businesses far less money to implement than even their strongest
supporters predicted.
These laws remain in place today, but the atmosphere inside the agencies designed to oversee and enforce
them has turned to a kind of cannibalistic melee, in which the agencies themselves have become increasingly
hostile to their own mission.

Rule Changes to NEPA

American Whitewater and its partners, including Outdoor Alliance and the Hydropower Reform Coalition,
recently filed comments opposing the Council for Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) proposed rollback of NEPA
regulations. The proposed revisions would allow federal permitting for a wide range of public lands and rivers
projects without adequately considering climate change impacts, while limiting consideration of alternatives
and public participation in the permitting process. Protecting rivers from degradation means we need thorough
environmental reviews before federal permits are issued for projects ranging from mining, and oil and gas
development, to hydropower licenses and public lands policy.  Our goal is to ensure protections for water
quality, including appropriate recreational uses.
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The Bear River (ID) has multiple
spring whitewater recreation
releases thanks to American
Whitewater and our partners’
efforts during the relicensing
process for Grace Dam and the
Bear River Project.
Photo by Evan Stafford
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NEPA reviews of environmental impacts are a critical part of the public’s ability to give input for projects on
public lands and these revisions to NEPA rules proposed by the CEQ would weaken NEPA in a number of specific
ways including the following:
•

Limiting when NEPA review of environmental impacts is required

•

Eliminating consideration of cumulative effects from NEPA documents including consideration of climate
change

•

Narrowing the definition of reasonable alternatives that must be considered as part of the NEPA review

•

Limiting the length of and shortening the time for municipalities and agencies to conduct NEPA review

•

Allowing the use of old studies when considering environmental impacts

•

Reducing the time and increasing the specificity required for submitting comments that need to be
addressed

Your right to comment on federal government agency actions affecting rivers on our public lands (think Forest
Service, National Park Service, etc.) is in danger of being significantly reduced by these changes. This rewriting
of rules will weaken the law that ensures your ability to give input on federal agency decisions. By narrowing
the definition of what a “major federal action” is, these changes would significantly reduce opportunities for
public engagement and environmental review. These changes are intended to speed up development on public
lands and waters, but they will do so at the expense of recreation, necessary environmental review, and the
public’s right to provide input on federal actions taking place on our land.
Our community rallied to submit over 250 comments to the Council, asking them to protect their right to provide
input in federal projects affecting public lands and rivers. We will continue to protect the health of our rivers
and the public’s right to provide input on public lands and rivers decisions as these rule changes move forward.

16

americanwhitewater.org

States’ Rights to Protect Water Quality under the Clean Water Act

American Whitewater has long been involved with the licensing of hydropower dams in order to
protect recreational use and the health of rivers we love. The licensing process is designed to ensure
that hydropower dams meet state and federal environmental standards in order to protect aquatic
habitat, recreational use, and designated and existing uses of the river.
The ability of states to protect their rivers by requiring hydropower dams to protect water quality
has been threatened by proposed EPA regulations under §401 of the Clean Water Act. American
Whitewater plans to challenge the new EPA rules in order to ensure that hydropower dams comply
with state water quality standards that protect and restore water quality, including providing for
recreational use of our rivers.
We can’t let the lofty goals of these watershed environmental bills be forgotten. There was a time
when you couldn’t safely swim, fish, or paddle in many of our nation’s rivers. Now we have one of
the most robust systems for protecting our rivers and the quality and quantity of water that flows
down them of any country on earth. Fighting to make sure we’re doing the best we can as a country
for our rivers is a big part of our mission at American Whitewater and we aim to continue to play
an influential role in the management of whitewater streams.

Bear River put-in below Grace Dam
Photo by Evan Stafford
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Southwest Stewardship Update
By Kestrel Kunz, Hattie Johnson, and Evan Stafford

T

hough American Whitewater’s Southern Rockies Stewardship program began on
the banks of the Arkansas River in Colorado, we’ve been committed to protecting,
restoring, and securing access for the safe enjoyment of rivers across the southwest
through this program since its inception over a decade ago. Whitewater recreation has gained
in popularity in states like Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah, and our program has expanded
along with it to represent the paddling communities that exist in these hotbeds of fickle yet
incredibly beautiful and wild paddling opportunities. We’re addressing a number of related
issues in both Arizona and New Mexico and the following is an update on where they stand.

River Access in New Mexico

American Whitewater has been working with an outstanding coalition of conservationists and
recreationists in New Mexico to challenge a 2018 Game and Fish Commission rule (19.31.22
NMAC) that allowed landowners to certify streams on their property as non-navigable and
threaten criminal trespass.

Gila River (NM)
Photo by Evan Stafford
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With the pro-bono support of Santa Fe-based lawyer Gene Gallegos, our affiliate club
Adobe Whitewater Club, New Mexico Wildlife Federation, and New Mexico Chapter
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, we filed a petition to the New Mexico Supreme Court
to invalidate this rule based on its incongruence with state law. We are committed to
supporting our colleagues in this case and will continue to update you on the progress.
The petition was filed on Friday, March 13. It asks the Supreme Court to overturn the
Commission rule and to protect the public’s right to access the unappropriated water
of every stream in the state as protected by the state constitution, the 1945 landmark
case State ex rel. State Game Commission v. Red River Valley Co., and the opinion of
three prior attorneys general.
We got involved in overturning this rule in July when, along with this coalition, we asked
the Commission to repeal the rule. At their subsequent meeting, the commissioners
voted to institute a 90-day moratorium on the rule and to hear no new “non-navigable
certification” applications while the Attorney General’s office provided an opinion on
the constitutionality of the 2018 rule.

May/Jun 2020
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After some pressure from the public—thank you to those who
sent in letters—the Commission voted to release an attorneyclient privileged letter written by Associate Attorney General John
Grubesic. The letter concluded that any language in the Game
Commission’s non-navigable rule that attempted to prohibit
access to the public waters of New Mexico is unconstitutional
and unenforceable.
In another interesting twist, New Mexico Game and Fish Director
Michael Sloane filed a petition against his employer, the Game
and Fish Commission, asking the court to declare whether and
under what circumstances a landowner may prohibit members
of the public from accessing waterways that flow through the
landowner’s property. That means the Director, represented by
top lawyers from Governor Lujan-Grisham’s staff, will be suing his
employer who is represented by the Attorney General’s office, the
same office that described the rule the following way:
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“The constitution does not allow an interpretation of 19.31.22 NMAC that would exclude the public
from using public water on or running through private property for recreational uses if the public
water is accessible without trespassing on private property.”
We are proud to support our friends in New Mexico in protecting their right to their streams and
rivers and will keep you updated as things unfold.

National Forest Management Planning in the Southwest

This year, American Whitewater has been closely involved with the management of our National
Forests on multiple different landscapes in the Southwest. The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and
Gunnison National Forests (CO), Tonto National Forest (AZ), and Gila National Forest (NM) are all
in the process of revising their forest-wide management plans. These management plans dictate
regulations on resource extraction, development, grazing, public use restrictions, wildlife habitat,
and federal river protections, among other aspects. Many western rivers and creeks flow through
National Forest land and are directly impacted by their management actions; these management
actions directly impact water quality, water quantity, and river access. Every 10-15 years, the USFS
is required to revise their Management Plans, although it usually only happens every 30 years, and
they are held to a stringent public input process. American Whitewater, in partnership with local
and national organizations, is working vigorously within the public input process to secure better
protections for rivers and their surrounding environments.

Christopher Creek of Tonto Creek,
Tonto National Forest (AZ).
Photo by Evan Stafford
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Stewardship
Through this process, we are working to
secure additional Wild and Scenic eligibility
protections, wilderness protections, and
enhanced recreation opportunities. This
spring, we will submit our revised coalition
proposal to the Forest Service to inform
the content in the upcoming Draft Plan,
and it will be our top priority to ensure
that the interests of paddlers and healthy
watersheds are well represented in
the Plan.
Both the Tonto National Forest and Gila
National Forest are also undertaking
forest-wide plan revisions. American
Whitewater has been working closely with
local coalitions in NM and AZ to ensure
that environmental and recreational
interests are well-represented in these plan
revisions. Both of these forests released
their Draft Management Plans in 2020 and
we have submitted substantial technical
comments on these Draft Plans advocating
for stronger river protections. Thanks to
many of our members who submitted
comments to the Forest Service, we were
able to amplify these key concerns.
The GMUG National Forest is home to
some of Colorado’s most prized rivers and
creeks, including Oh Be Joyful, Taylor River,
Uncompahgre, and the San Miguel. Many
of these rivers haven’t been recognized for
their outstandingly remarkable recreation
values by the Forest Service and are at risk
of not being provided the protections they
deserve. Our job this year is to show the
Forest Service how important these places
are and that they are worth protecting.

Gila River (NM)
Photo by Evan Stafford

The forest-wide management plan for the
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison
National Forests (GMUG) is currently being
revised and the Draft Plan will be released
in late 2020 or early 2021. Working closely
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with our partners at Outdoor Alliance,
American Whitewater is chairing a coalition
of human-powered recreation users to craft
a vision for how human-powered recreation
should be managed in the National Forests.

The Gila National Forest is home to the
world’s first designated wilderness (Gila
Wilderness, 1924) and is the birthplace
of New Mexico’s last free-flowing rivers.
The remoteness of the area provides
some of the most primitive recreation
opportunities, including paddling on
the Gila and San Francisco Rivers. These
rivers are some of the most threatened
in the country, subject to climate
change in the arid West and numerous
diversion and dam proposals. In order to
americanwhitewater.org

preserve these special rivers for future been braved in recent years—and they all
generations, we need to ensure that they deserve protection.
are adequately protected in the Forest’s
Management Plan.
Between these three different National
Forests in three different states, we are
The Tonto National Forest contains some advocating for Wild and Scenic protections
of America’s most classic and unique rivers. on over 100 rivers and creeks, from OhIt’s home to the Salt River’s classic multi- Be-Joyful to the Gila River to the famed
day run, which flows through the eastern multi-day Salt River. Forest planning is
portion of the forest. The Wild and Scenic one of our best tools to secure long-term
Verde River and Fossil Creek run through protections for the places we love and one
the heart of the Tonto National Forest north the most important issues for our members
of Phoenix, with additional segments of the to participate in.
Verde being studied for Wild and Scenic
eligibility in this Draft Plan. The Tonto is Gila and San Francisco Rivers
also home to numerous, renowned creeks, Wild and Scenic
including Salome Creek (The Jug), Tonto We are at the brink of designating over
Creek (including Hellsgate), East Verde 450 river miles as Wild and Scenic in New
River, Sycamore Creek, and Ellis Creek. Mexico. A coalition of recreationists,
Some of these rivers attract paddlers from landowners, and conservation groups,
all over the country and some of them are including American Whitewater, submitted
so unique and challenging they have only a formal proposal to the offices of Senator
Heinrich and Senator Udall to designate

453.9 miles in the Gila River Watershed
under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act. The proposal includes the mainstem
Gila River, the San Francisco River, and
select major tributaries to the Gila River,
and would protect these prized river
segments for future generations. After
years of coalition building and locallydriven efforts, the senators released draft
legislation known as the M.H. Dutch Salmon
Greater Gila Wild and Scenic Rivers Act in
early 2020. With the help of our members,
the coalition was able to secure four times
as many letters of support for the legislation
compared to letters of opposition, showing
how cherished these rivers and streams
are. We anticipate that the legislation will
be officially introduced once Congress
returns to session, and when it does we
will need your help to thank Senator Udall
and Senator Heinrich.

Tonto Creek, Hellsgate Canyons,
Tonto National Forest (AZ)
Photo by Evan Stafford
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Packrafting Part II: “The River of
Return” and the Possibilities of
Ultralight

I

By Tom Diegel
Photos By Benj Wadsworth

n the last issue of American Whitewater we introduced the concept of packrafts and their history,
starting with naval emergency crafts that evolved to backpack-able little donuts allowing flatwater
floats on mountain lakes or crossing flat-but-unswimmable rivers, to the latest generation of
packrafts that are allowing folks to run Class III, IV, and even Class V whitewater. If paddling roadside
or road-accessed whitewater is great, then paddling wilderness whitewater without carrying the
crushing and awkward load of a fully-loaded kayak is that much better!

An early start is key for the hike up Horse Heaven
Ridge, the crux of the “River of Return” hiking
route. Twelve miles and 5000 feet of elevation
gain will get you to Chicken Peak.
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Over the last six or seven years, Forrest McCarthy, a famously-energetic Teton climbing guide and
Antarctic research station support guru, has probably spent more time staring at the squiggly blue
lines on western mountain states’ maps looking for packrafting opportunities than anyone. As
noted in the first article, it was Forrest who came up with the brilliantly simple idea to allow for
the storage of gear inside the tubes of the packrafts, which takes the gear off the bow of the boat
and keeps the bulk and the weight down low, which actually enhances the stability and stiffness
of the boats and makes them imminently more portageable. All of this combines to make the
boats that much more suited for running real whitewater. But even considering his innovations in
packraft design, surely one of Forrest’s best packrafting ideas was the River of Return.
Most folks who run rivers know that the Salmon River in Idaho is nicknamed “The River of No
Return,” a romantic moniker that harkens to the very early river running days when the few
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PackRafting
hardy pioneers who scratched out a life
along the banks decided to go down the
swift, rapid-strewn river, and they knew
that getting back upstream was going to
be a big challenge, at best. The name was
codified when Congress created the huge
Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness
in 1980. So when Forrest identified a route
that enabled paddling over 100 miles on
three different rivers connected via a 40mile hike and ending up back at the start
without any kind of a shuttle, it was only
appropriate that it be named “The River
of Return” packraft journey.

you can possibly get a permit that someone And since packrafts are so compact and
else bailed on.
you’re likely in a small group, it’s easy to
get untouched, beautiful little beaches to
Most Main Salmon trips start at the Corn camp at for the couple of nights you’ll be
Creek boat ramp. But assuming you do on the Main. Since you haven’t needed to
get a permit, as a River of Returner, you carry your gear yet, those nights on the
can start upstream at the take-out for the Main provide good opportunities to eat
Middle Fork of the Salmon, a couple of real food, instead of the dehydrated food
miles below the confluence, and paddle the that you’ll likely be carrying and living on
few miles down to Corn Creek, where you for the next few days. You’ll also see the
stop briefly to pick up your Main Salmon other standard river trips hauling their huge
permit, chat with the typical river runners kitchen boxes up the beaches and spending
who have expensive boats and trailers and hours rigging and de-rigging their boats,
thousands of pounds of gear in those boats, while you are enjoying a beer five minutes
and who will invariably ask you, “where’s after hitting the beach by simply unzipping
The River of Return starts on the Main your stuff?” then head merrily down your boat and pulling your gear—and
Salmon. If you are thinking ahead in the river.
beer—out of the tubes!
January you can apply for a one of the
popular midsummer launch dates, but if The South Fork of the Salmon is the first Shortly after passing a footbridge, you’ll
you are like me and annually forget to do destination of the journey. It comes into the see Mackay Bar, which, though private,
that or are willing to tempt fate with high Main 56 miles downstream, so doing the has a nice grass airstrip to take out, dry
water, the lottery permit season doesn’t River of Return, you get the opportunity to out your boat and gear, and pack up for
start until June 15th, or if you can navigate run most of the fun rapids of the run: Big the next phase of the trip: the hike to Big
the rec.gov’s cancellation system du jour, Mallard, Salmon Falls, Elkhorn, and others. Creek. There’s a trail up along the South

Damon Healy starting the trip with a bang
on the Main Fork of the Salmon River.

Above: Tim Halder in one of the bigger
Class III rapids on the Main Salmon.
Middle: First night camp on the Main
Salmon. Beautiful sand bars are abundant on the Main—especially when you
don’t require a lot of space!
Below: The wake-up rapid on the morning
of day two. We covered 60 miles in two
and a half days on the Main Salmon.
Fork for a couple of miles to a bridge, which
is a good place to camp because out of the
gate you’ll be going up the (unmarked) trail
5,000 feet to the ridgeline. In the morning,
those couple of days of rest on the Main
will come in handy! The climb is not steep,
but it’s long and west-facing and that area
is known for being blistering hot in midsummer, so an early start is important.
Talking about a 40-mile hike and 5,000
feet of climbing is probably a good segue

your
whitewater
learning
vacation
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to discussing gear—specifically gear weight—since most boaters are not accustomed to
working against gravity! Here’s the deal: The packrafts that are suitable for whitewater tend to
be in the eight- to 10-pound range, which includes all the outfitting, the internal gear storage
bags, and the “pump” (a silnylon bag the size of a garbage bag, with a fitting that attaches
to the boat’s valve; you “scoop” air into the bag and use your arms and body to squeeze the
air into the boat; the “pump” weighs mere ounces and takes less than five minutes to fully
inflate the boat). Then you have the various other paddling accoutrements: paddle (two lbs),
helmet (light climbing or cycling helmets are about 10 oz; a plastic WRSI helmet is 1.5 lbs),
PFD (non-rescue vests are about a pound; rescue PFDs are quite a bit heavier), dry top (two
lbs) or drysuit (four lbs). Together, the boat and paddling gear add up to about 15-17 lbs.

The fire lookout on top of Chicken Peak.
It’s starting to fall apart and you can’t
camp in it, but there is a decent campsite
about 50 feet downhill.
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Packrafting
If you’re like a lot of people, you may not
have backpacked since the early 90s and
might still have your beloved Kelty pack
(loaded with buckles, pockets, zippers,
bulky hip pads, and aluminum stays), a big
foam sleeping pad, a synthetic sleeping
bag that can barely be stuffed into a sack
the size of a five-gallon bucket, an MSR
Whisperlite stove, and a seven-pound, twoperson tent. Over the last decade, however,
there has been a quiet revolution in the
backpacking world, and gear has gotten
lighter and more compact by orders of
magnitude. Warm down sleeping bags now
weigh a pound and stuff to the size of a
Nalgene bottle, comfy inflatable sleeping
pads now weigh less than a pound and stuff
to the size of a Coke can, there are a number
of backpack companies that have full size,
very simple, yet durable packs that weigh
in at two pounds, two-man tents are three
pounds and the Black Diamond Megamid is
less than two pounds, houses three people,
and is held up by three of the four pieces
of your breakdown paddle, and stoves now
weigh as little as a couple of ounces and
are about as big as your thumb. Modern
backpackers are able to head out for a long
weekend with packs the size of a climbing
day-pack with less than 20 pounds inside
them. There is no doubt that this revolution
has enabled packrafting just as much as
the evolution of the boats themselves. So
with 20 pounds of camping gear and 15
pounds of paddling gear you are looking at
a base weight of 35 pounds, which used to
be roughly the amount of gear that people
would carry just for backpacking. And yes,
in addition to the boats that aren’t cheap,
investing in this additional gear is a fair bit
of an expense, but when the rivers do dry
up, and there’s an opportunity to go into
the mountains for a long weekend, you’ll
have more incentive to go backpacking with
a small light pack!
Above: Don’t let the ultralight camping
gear distract you—there’s a rattlesnake
coiled against the rocks a few feet away!
Middle: The final stretch to Chicken Peak.
Below: Low water in the gorge at the bottom of Big Creek. Packrafts are perfect for
low flows.
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Floating through one of the mellow
sections on Big Creek. Most of
the 25 miles on Big Creek are fairly
mellow but absolutely beautiful.
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Packrafting
Of course, we gotta eat, and food can add
a lot of weight…or not. Freeze-dried meal
packets have become surprisingly tasty, and
it’s hard to beat 800 calories that comes in
a four-ounce package. If you consult the
many backpacking light websites that have
sprung up, you can find lots of other ideas
for calorie-dense, compact lightweight
food options (don’t forget Fritos—one of
the best calorie-to-weight ratios of all, and
only three ingredients: corn, oil, and salt!
And they are more trail-robust than you
might think). I have friends who have been
able to get by with 1.5 pounds of food per
day, though I have always been closer to
two pounds myself.

So, all told, for a weeklong packrafting trip,
you’re looking at a pack that weighs about
50 pounds, which is a lot, but I’ve found it
to be not too crushing; with a moderate
pace and hourly rests to get the weight
off, it’s still quite reasonable to move 15
miles per day. And don’t bring those leather
hiking boots from your ‘90s backpacking
days; today’s crop of light hikers or even
trail running shoes (the choice of Pacific
Crest and Appalachian Trail through-hikers)
work great at half the weight and double
as quick-drying paddling shoes.
Now that we’re familiar with some of the
gear, let’s get back to the River of Return.
The ability to do this trip is 100 percent
enabled by the presence of two ridgetop

springs on the Horse Heaven ridge that
you’ll be traversing after that long climb,
and Forrest again deserves kudos for
identifying these verdant little seeps,
including one at the route’s high point,
8,500-foot Chicken Peak. The ridge trail
rolls for many miles with outstanding views
of the wilderness before you start dropping
into a series of ever-bigger drainages that
lead to your next destination: Big Creek.
Big Creek is a major tributary of the Middle
Fork of the Salmon, and if you’ve ever had a
chance to float that river, the odds are good
that you hiked upstream a ways into the
gorge, and maybe even lugged your kayak
up to paddle down while your raft mates
lounged, lunched, or camped at the mouth

Taking a break on Horse Heaven Ridge.
Much of the area is burned and the
wildflowers were worth stopping to admire.
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of the creek. Hiking into Big Creek from the
South Fork puts you 20 miles upstream of
the Middle Fork, and it is a great paddle
unto itself, with a couple of Class III gorges,
lots of miles of easy, fun Class II whitewater
in a pretty canyon, and the final gorge down
to the Middle Fork that is actually four-plus
miles of great Class III creeking.

as unpermitted paddlers don’t camp in that
section (except in August and September,
when salmon are spawning). Because there
are no decent campsites in the final gorge
of Big Creek, the best plan is to camp at the
head of the final gorge of Big Creek, hit that
in the morning, and float out the relatively
swift Middle Fork (running some of the best
rapids, like Redside, Weber, and Rubber) to
Some years ago, in response to requests the Main Salmon, where the final (relatively
from river runners who flew into the new) Cramer rapid awaits to give you a final
headwaters of Big Creek (where there’s a face splash.
ranger station and an airstrip, upstream
from where packrafters meet the river), the Then, lo and behold, there’s the take-out!
Forest Service made the unusual decision No shuttle required on this amazing loop
to allow passage down the final 20 miles of trip. You can deduct the cost of the shuttle
Middle Fork through the famously beautiful (which, for the Salmon, like most multi-day
Impassable Canyon without a permit as long wilderness river trips, is not cheap!) from
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the investment you made in your fun new
boat and gear!
The River of Return is but one of many trips
that Forrest McCarthy and other intrepid
packrafters have pieced together in the
lower 48. Of course, there is another part
of the US that offers even more packrafting
opportunities. In Alaska—the birthplace of
packrafting—the options are limitless, even
on rivers like the Alsek and Tatsenshini that
are most often floated like traditional river
trips but have many tributary options. In
the next issue, we will feature a couple of
examples of packraft adventures in the
wilds of Alaska. Stay tuned!

33

River Voices
CORRECTION STROKES
By Thorpe Moeckel, Illustrations by Shawn Malone

Hanging Out the Gear

Now, over the old throwrope stretched between trees, the base
layer shirt hangs, the pile vest, the changing towel, the longjohns,
the drywear. Now, too, the lifejacket, helmet, throwbag combo.
So many times over the last thirty years of running rivers I’ve done
this. It never gets old. I like to stand back and regard the garments,
their colors, textures, their wear and tear, how often they’re damp
from sweat as much from splashes. All evening and again in the
morning I’ll notice the prayer flags out the window and feel the
gifts of having been on the water again, of having known a place
through a motion that often feels too intimate for language.
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Whiff It

The river sounded metallic today. It was the sound of snowmelt,
which is the rhythm of mud. There was a tomato melody in it, that
acidity. I danced with my boat to the tune of roots and bark and
lichen, some proto-salad bar’s compost. The sound was bracing.
I’m talking about the sound of the smell’s water. I’m talking about
how a river is a running mouth, its voice in harmony with all things,
its voice the original sound, the source, perhaps, of all sound.
You could say the river’s voice is a variation of wind, because
it is related to wind, and because the river’s sound harmonizes
with wind, but the river’s voice is a variation of every force in the
universe, harmonizing with all voices and sounds not voices, and
especially with smells. A river distills the essence of a place, while
it bears the distillation of that place’s upstream sources. Maybe
a river, especially while you’re on it in a little boat, distills the
essence of the self, too.
americanwhitewater.org

I Lost a Boat Once

The river ripped it from me. It hurt. I had just bought the boat,
used, for two hundred dollars. It was a slicey composite boat,
expedition layup, its deck glitter-wondrous, a bat silhouette
graphic behind the cockpit, not the best boat for paddling a
swollen creek. This was over 25 years ago. I was 21 or 22 then,
living in Maine, and a few days later, when the water dropped, I
found the boat upside down against the strainer, broken in a few
places. I took it to an older gentleman’s shop. This gentleman
made wooden lobster boats, and sometimes I helped him with
this work, by sanding, sanding, sanding. This gentleman regarded
the boat and then gave me a look like I’d beefed but said I could
repair the boat there. So I did that. I sanded the busted seams
and broken stern and other damaged spots and then laid on the
epoxy and Kevlar. I did this work on wooden sawhorses outside
the shop, near the door with a brass sign on it that read: “If God
wanted fiberglass boats, he would have made fiberglass trees.”
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Bridge Note

Yesterday I spent some time under a bridge. My buddies were still
gearing up. I fiddled with my outfitting and then paddled a bit up
under the bridge. There was no graffiti, besides our gauge (which
has faded due to the internet gauges). Does a spray-painted gauge
count as graffiti? A gauge is a sort of a love letter, I think, and a
lot of graffiti, when it doesn’t involve hate, involves love. Or lust.
There were no pigeons under the bridge. Nothing dead. No trash,
either, and nothing alive, nobody living or even fishing under the
bridge. There were winter dead weeds. There was mud and dirt.
There was a lot of concrete, some steel up above.

The Edge

There’s a beautiful stretch of river near my home, with water
enough in it to paddle all year long, no matter the rainfall. Except
for at very high water, it’s not a rowdy river. It has gradient, though,
and a lot of rocks, lovely rocks, and rugged, unpeopled slopes rise
up either bank. On it I paddle a boat that’s sort of old. It is made
of Kevlar, and its gel-coat is faded yellow, with much rock-scratch
calligraphy. The boat was made in 1991 by a certain Bodhidharma
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of whitewater boat design with whom I wish I’d paddled before
he did the ultimate mystery move. It is light, this boat; weighs at
most thirty pounds. Though the boat is sort of old, the design is,
to employ the current hip, recycled parlance, rad. I said rad as a
peckerwood pre-teen in 1980. I said other ridiculous stuff then
like too rad for mom and dad. Though I’ve been a dad for 21 years,
I have not completely graduated from saying ridiculous stuff.
Anyway, the boat’s rocker is radical, the edges are radical, the
dimensions, narrowness, all that stuff is rad, and when I paddle this
boat, you bet your swampy butt I get after every eddy and wave as
radly as I possibly can. The boat is light, as mentioned, so a short
sequence of strokes and this boat is gliding Mach-doggone-rad.
And, no, I never wash the boat, haven’t washed it since I bought
it off that Tennessee dude’s minivan ten years ago. Spiders and
crickets live in it, and breed in it radly as all get out. It is a habitat,
really, this boat. It is more than a boat. It is a rocket ship (to the
watershed’s outer and inner space), and it is a spider sanctuary,
and it is many other things, too. To call it mine, to say I own it is
saying it wrong. The boat owns me. It is an extremely sensitive
boat. It is like holding a stethoscope to the flow, and the way a
river carries flow is a heart to hear often, it is a wild, mellow heart
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Ditty Against Retentiveness

Often I sing a little ditty to myself when I’m in a boat above a
drop that scares me. It goes like this: “rocks and water/and rocks
and water/and rocks and plants/and water and dirt/and sky and
friends/and love and rocks/and water and friends/and love and
rocks/…” This ditty rose to my lips one day in the early 90s. I was
eddied above a drop, and the river was at a level where the hole
at the base of that drop could be a metaphor for constipation. For
some reason, I was not considering the sneak line, maybe because
there was that little ditty coming out of my throat, looping and
looping, “rocks and water/and rocks and water…”  I don’t know,
but I sing this ditty still. I was singing it the other day at work before
going into a committee meeting. Committee meetings bear many
retentive features, too.

2020

Competitions

Details at –

indeed, and my heart does not work right without being in touch
with that wild, rad, damaged, lovely, liquid heart. I won’t even
begin to say what that heartbeat does to my ears.
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Sound of a Canoe

Canoes don’t make sound. The sound of a canoe is the sound
of water. The sound of a canoe is the sound of its machine. The
sound of a canoe’s machine is the sound of a person driving the
canoe. The sound of a person driving a canoe is the sound of that
person stirring the river with a paddle. The sound of a paddle
stirring the river is the sound of a stirred thing being stirred. The
sound of a stirred thing being stirred is the sound of much stirring,
and stirs much.

Left, Right, Left

In My Boat

There’s a prusik and a water bottle and a throwrope. Also a knife,
three carabiners, a few pieces of gum, and some snacks. Usually,
there’s a chunk or two of driftwood, some confusion, a bunch
of love and wonder, and a few stones, small ones, the kind you
roll around in your hand. Not too much. And anyway I’ve lost
way more to the river than I could ever carry: three knives, five
carabiners, a film canister, two throwbags, countless water bottles,
much knuckleflesh (but even more worry), and any illusion of being
able to live life without on a regular basis being in a small boat on
small mountain rivers and streams.

I noticed recently that for the last thirty years I had been paddling Strainer
my canoes on the same side, left hand on the T-grip, right hand A strainer or two on a run, not too many, but a few obstructions,
on the shaft.
portage-inducing, can be welcome, like the moment in a song
when the rhythm breaks into an entirely different and surprising
Since then I do it with my right hand on the shaft, left hand on rhythm that somehow fits. Portaging a strainer gets me out of the
the T-grip.
boat and onto the bank. It draws my attention, in a different way,
to the other paddlers in the group and to my legs and how I stand
and how the river looks from the side instead of from on it. Also:
There’s a tree in the river! There’s the river in a tree!

May/Jun 2020

37

Gad and the Lady Bird
Story By B.J. Phillips, Photos By Thomas O’Keefe

The Summersville Dam and Hydro
Project...or so they call it today.

A

nother Gauley season has come
and gone. With my advancing age,
and the fact that I have been
diagnosed with prostrate cancer, I decided
to make it to the Gauley River this year and
spend a little more time than usual.
The Gauley is quite possibly the best Class
IV and V stretch of whitewater in the United
States, if not the world, and boaters from all
over the planet converge on West Virginia
each fall to enjoy, paddle, and sometimes
get beat down on these great rapids. Some
of the things I love about this river are the
chance to see old friends and witness the
river community, and after spending two
weeks with a veteran Gauley guide this
year, the river lore shared by local West
Virginia river guides. Thus, I bring to you
the story of Gad and the Lady Bird.
In the mid-1960s, construction of the
dam that created what is now known as
Summersville Lake neared completion. The
typical convention for new dams was to
38

name them after the town that was closest
to them, even if the town was eventually
covered by the rising waters of the new
lake. However, in this case, there was a
twist to the story.
For those who may not be intimately
familiar with the area around Summersville
Lake, the town of Gad it is, or was, located
a few miles past the present dam on the
way to the take-outs for the upper section
of the Gauley River. There is actually a
small sign at a 90-degree left turn and
the intersection of “Whitewater Way”
and “Gad Road” that leads to the present,
reduced community of Gad. If you follow
Gad Road it will essentially run right into
the lake. In effect, the town of Gad exists
no more. So, the first obvious choice for the
name of the dam and lake was Gad. Now,
Gad Lake wouldn’t have been so bad, but
for many people, Gad Dam created an issue
and resulted in what were evidently heated
discussions and vigorous arguments that
carried to the highest levels of the federal

government! In fact, if possible, it went
even higher.
The President of the United States at the
time was Lyndon B. Johnson, so one would
naturally think that the buck would stop
there, but, no sir, there was a higher power
than even the President of the USA. Enter
the person who would nip this Gad Dam
name in the bud. Her name was Lady Bird,
the wife of President Johnson and the one
who had the final say about Gad Lake and,
most importantly, Gad Dam.
Now it has been said that President Johnson
thought that the name of Gad Dam was
amusing, if not down right funny, but Lady
Bird was having no part of it. She has been
loosely quoted as saying, “There will be
no Gad Dam dam,” or something like that.
And, with the infinite wisdom that most
Opposite: Whatever they call the dam
upstream, paddlers sure do have a great
time on the Gauley.
americanwhitewater.org

Humor
Presidents are thought to have, and the
knowledge that most married people have,
Johnson understood that if the better half
is not happy then no one’s happy, and he
relented. Lady Bird had the final say.
Thus began a search for a new name of
Gad Dam.
Top government officials pulled out an
atlas of the state of West Virginia and
discovered that Summersville was the next
closest town, which may or may not have
been accurate, because road atlases are
notoriously inaccurate, especially in the
omission of small towns that may have
been nearby, but, anyway, Summersville
was selected as the new name. After
much discussion and, most importantly,
approval by Lady Bird, and probably some
kind of congressional vote or something,
the President washed his hands of the
whole Gad Dam proposal and the name
of Summersville Dam and Lake became
official. Also, just like the small town of Gad
the name Gad Dam existed no more! Thus,
peace and harmony once again reigned in
the White House, and, the rest is history or,
at the least, Gauley River raft guide lore!

Perhaps they used to call this Gad Rock...
and the accuracy cannot be confirmed or
denied. As with most raft guide stories, it
should be accepted with tongue in cheek
and/or a grain of salt. However, the next
time you are at the Gauley River, seek out
one of the local raft guides and they will
have all the Gad Dam answers to your Gad
Dam questions.

Disclaimer: Gauley River raft guides have
passed down this story and local lore
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River Voices
The Lower Colorado: Highlights of a
Bountiful River
Story and Photos By Gregg Martin

I

am a kayaker from Durango, Colorado
and over the course of my life, I have
boated the entire length of the Lower
Colorado River from Grand Junction,
Colorado to just above the Mexican
boarder at Yuma, Arizona (approximately
1,030 river miles). This stretch of the river
covers flatwater as well as whitewater,
remote areas as well as populous areas, and
everything in between. I have been asked
many times which were my favorite, lesstraveled sections of the Lower Colorado.
Two come to mind:

the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge in
Arizona. Approximately 35 miles in length,
the main channel of this cattail-lined run
includes spectacular rock formations and
extensive white sand dunes beginning at
water’s edge and disappearing off into
the distance. The birds are astonishing,
flying inches above the water’s surface,
diving after seemingly invisible fish, and
communicating with each other in shrill
cries and boisterous calls. The namesake
Needles Peak can be seen for many
miles, and the numerous side channels
and navigable marshes leave extensive
Needles to the London
possibilities for exploration. Camping is
Bridge
limited. However, there is a multitude of
This somewhat isolated segment of the launch ramps that a creative person can
Colorado River is all flatwater, traversing exploit for this purpose.
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Gorgeous, peaceful afternoon
in the Imperial National Wildlife
Refuge, AZ.

Picacho State Recreation Area

Located about two-thirds of the way
between Blythe, California and Imperial
Dam, the highlight of this segment is the
Picacho State Recreation Area. While
the roughly 31 miles from the logical
launch spot of Blythe to Walter’s Camp is
somewhat mundane, it is a serene passage
through the Cibola National Wildlife Refuge
and the Imperial National Wildlife Refuge.
Camping is available along the way, but
one should plan carefully. Walter’s Camp
is another launching spot, although fees
and reservations are probably required.
The next 42 miles are incredibly beautiful,
mostly open-channel flatwater paddling.
As one approaches the Martinez Lake
area the power boat traffic becomes
americanwhitewater.org

or the open expanses of the plains all along
the river corridor.
I highly recommend to anybody to explore
the many personalities of this wonderful
river system. Choose your path wisely and
please respect the beauty and uniqueness
of this treasure.
If you would like to read further details of
the above sections, as well as information
on much of the rest of the river, I have
attempted to document all of this at
www.riversports.com/guide-to-the-lowercolorado-river/.

Mid-morning solo paddle through the Imperial National Wildlife Refuge on the Lower
Colorado River.
considerable. However, the preceding
tranquil miles make it worthwhile,
especially Picacho State Recreation Area.
This area contains numerous boat-in camp
sites with associated amenities as well as
a multitude of side channels and lakes to
explore. Wildlife is extensive, especially
birds. Although I am not a fisherman, if I
were, this is where I’d come.
May/Jun 2020

Traveling the Colorado River is an amazing
experience in terms of the variety one
encounters along the way. From the
thundering rapids to the mirror-like
flatwater, one is constantly mesmerized by
the many transformations that these water
molecules go through between the Rocky
Mountains and the desert of Mexico. I will
never tire of the spectacular canyon walls
41

River Voices
Despair, Whitewater Rafting, and The Art of
Getting Rescued
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S

omewhere down the line as a
whitewater raft guide, whether you
are charismatic or reserved, extraor introverted, you will have to do some
public speaking. As a long-time whitewater
guide on the South Fork of the American
River, near Sacramento, CA, the secondmost rafted river in the United States,
which draws huge crowds of Bay Area folk,
San Franciscans, and even foreign tourists,
my greatest challenge was the public
speaking responsibility. Every time it was
my turn to give the safety talk—the longest
and most important public address of the
day—I would cower, stutter, and stumble
stupidly through the ten-minute routine,
unable to capture the crowd. I always
envied those intrepid colleagues of mine
who could command the crowd’s attention,
who could make them laugh, who could
even improvise act-outs or crack jokes on
the fly. Forget the dangerous rapids or the

A boatload of commercial rafters trying to avoid needing to
be rescued at Troublemaker, South Fork American River, CA.

By Finn Anderson

heroic moments on the river wild—to me, rafts will push off the bank, floating calmly
this was real bravery.
toward Meatgrinder and the 21 subsequent
miles of other Class III/IV rapids (with such
The commercial put-in on the South Fork, colorful sobriquets as Troublemaker,
a verdant field called The Nugget, lies Triple Threat, Satan’s Cesspool, Hospital
just below Chili Bar hydroelectric dam Bar, etc.). The passengers are tense and
and just above Meatgrinder Rapid (Class nervous. Some of them crack jokes just a
IV) on the right hand bank of a tranquil little too loudly. Others whisper anxiously,
stretch of flat, cold, viridian green current. shifting their feet back and forth like
It’s a pleasant starting point, shaded by spooked horses.
grandfather oak trees every 20 yards or so
and catered by blackberry bushes on the The lead guide begins her spiel, starting
park’s water-side ambit. It is under one of with the two most important safety tips
the grandfather oak trees that we gather for our trip today: 1) Never stand up in the
the crowd, forming a half circle around a river! (this is to prevent foot entrapment, a
taut yellow raft, upon which, life-jacket leading cause of death on the South Fork,
buckled, helmet strapped, paddle in hand, whereby a swimmer gets their foot stuck on
the lead guide gives her safety talk. Fifteen the river bottom in a current strong enough
minutes from then, after the talk is over, to force their head underwater, drowning
and the passengers have been assigned them) and 2) always keep your hands on
to their guides—who are loitering under the T-grip! (the T-grip is the grip-end of
another oak nearby, looking insouciant, the plastic paddle; by keeping one’s hand
tan, and slightly hungover—the squadron of on the T-grip, passengers are less likely to
americanwhitewater.org

release the paddle shaft and accidentally
whack their neighbors in the face with
it), which leads into her first one-liner of
the day:
“If you don’t keep your hand on your
T-Grip, you might give someone a case of
summer teeth. Summer teeth. Some’er
here, some’er there!”
She gesticulates emphatically. The crowd
roars. Ever so slightly, a little bit of the
tension leaks away.

arrived. The lead guide goes through every
possible rescue scenario in turn. If you
fall out of the raft, you can pull yourself
back into the raft using the D-Rings and
perimeter straps like this—. Always swim
with your feet facing downstream, so you
can kick off of oncoming boulders. If you
are under the raft after it flips, then (uh),
get out from under it. The lead guide pulls
out a throw-bag and demonstrates its
use by throwing the bag at an involuntary
volunteer, a meek but smiling middle-aged
man, who twitches, surprised by the throw.
Then she shows how to pull people up from
the water’s level into the raft, again using
the involuntary volunteer, by grasping his
life-vest’s lapels and rolling haphazardly
backwards into an awkward coitus-y cuddle
on the raft’s rubber bottom, emitting more
rolling laughter from the crowd.

Next the lead guide begins to talk about
paddling ethic, explaining that as long as all
the passengers in a boat paddle at once, in
sync, like a Trojan warship (more laughter),
then the guide will be able to control the
boat safely, and the scary rapids will go
smoothly. Of course this is a setup to
another one-liner I’ve heard in the safety And finally the lead guide arrives at the last
talk a trillion times:
bit of wisdom in the safety talk. It’s an old
aphoristic bit I grew up hearing from my
“If everybody paddles at different times, mom and dad. One I have since applied to
do you know what that raft is gonna look dozens of scenarios outside of rafting, and
like? A drunken spider. Just a crazy drunken one which I still repeat to my friends at
spider flopping down the river.”
times, especially my depressed friends, the
bluesy ones, the tired and frustrated and
Scattered chuckles. Groans.
glum ones. It’s an aphorism to cure despair.
(Ouch. Not as much of a reaction as the
“summer teeth” bit. Must’ve been a sloppy
delivery. It’s not the first time I’ve seen
“drunken spider” tank, though. Note to self:
consider canning “drunken spider” next
time it’s my turn to give the safety talk.)
Finally, the lead guide segues into the last
third of her safety talk: “what happens if
you fall out of the raft or if the raft flips
over.” There are unsettled shifts in the
crowd at the mention of flipping (flipping’s
the hot scary topic of rafting, sort of like
avalanches are to skiing. The difference
is that flips happen quite often, whereas
avalanches are extremely rare. My record
is eight flips in one day, courtesy of a
group of frat-bro passengers who really
wanted it. I’ll admit I’m pretty proud of this
achievement.); you can tell the passengers
have been anxious about it since they
May/Jun 2020

“The number-one rule of getting rescued,”
the lead guide pontificates sagely, “is to
participate in your own rescue.”
The words idle in the air a moment. A few
passengers laugh, uncertainly.
“That’s right. Participate in your own
rescue. If you fall out or if the boat flips,
don’t just float paralyzed and helpless.
Try to swim back to the boat! Get your
ass back there!”—the shocked crowd
chuckles—“…be an active participant in your
own rescue.”
The crowd is sort of stunned at the
passion the guide is channeling. There is
an awkward moment where nobody says
anything. A downstream breeze lifts off the
river, brushing cool air against our faces.
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to anything. If you’re depressed, seek
counseling. If you’re lonely, go out. If your
government isn’t representing you well,  
demonstrate, or vote! If you fall out of the
boat, swim back to the boat! If someone
throws you a rope, grab on to it! Participate
in your own rescue.

Here it is, the true heroism of a commercial whitewater trip on the South Fork American: a humble raft guide giving the safety talk!
Photo courtesy of Raft California

The sun is climbing higher in the sky; we are grab the throw bag, who do swim toward
all getting hot, ready to jump in the water. the boat, who do spring into action when
they should—these are the passengers who
The guide has good reason to shock her are able to laugh about the experience
audience, I have to admit. What she’s later. Which is to say—these people are
warned against is real, almost common. able to move past their trauma in a healthy
You’d be surprised how often people freeze way. It’s a poignant contrast. Each swimmer
up when they fall in the river, allowing the experiences the same trauma—falling out
current to pull them away from the raft, or accidentally or getting ejected forcefully,
how often passengers panic in the water, cold waves hitting their face, gasping for
screaming, clawing at anything within air—but the passengers who take agency
reach. Not infrequently, while rescuing in their peril, who take an action—any
somebody back into the boat, have I action—to save themselves, are the ones
been pulled into the water myself. And who feel good about the experience later,
it is quite common for swimmers to go who even grow from the experience, who
completely still, semi-catatonic, frozen in allow the day to be more exciting and a
cold fear, unable to grasp the throw bag better story via their brushes with doom.
I’ve thrown them or unable to swim toward
the boat—literally scared stiff. Other times So whenever I’m consoling a friend, or if I
I’ve seen swimmers almost drown their am feeling despair myself, I remember this
guide even as they’re rescued, clambering aphorism: participate in your own rescue.
over their guide to get air, pushing their It’s the most important thing. Apply it
guide underwater. The latter scenario is
the scariest.
Meeting the crew that may become TroOn the other hand, the swimmers who do jan warship paddlers together.
participate in their own rescues, who do
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The aphorism lingers in our thoughts while
the lead guide divvies up the passengers
into groups of six to eight and introduces
them to their guides. Today I have two
couples—one couple from Dallas, another
from San Francisco—and a family of four
from Oakland. A totally random bunch,
as usual. We climb into the boat together
and I kick us off into the current, making
introductions and jokes as we drift,
answering any questions, critiquing their
paddling techniques. The sun is out and it
is a perfect day for mayhem. We will spend
eight hours together, and when it’s over, we
will be a tight-knit group of Trojan warship
paddlers. And looking around at their
faces now, Meatgrinder distantly gurgling,
waiting, I note how random it is that all of
us are meeting here today, and how, out
of this chance encounter, any one of these
faces might get the opportunity to rescue
the other, and what an opportunity—what
an honor—that is.

Photo courtesy of Raft California
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Here‘s how: As an AW member, you save money when subscribing to Kayak Session. If that’s not enough
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If that doesn’t change the world, it can at least make it a little sweeter…
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Become a member of the American Whitewater Enduring Rivers Circle,
created exclusively to honor and recognize people who have helped to
continue our river stewardship efforts through a gift to
American Whitewater in their estate plans.
For more information about making a bequest to American Whitewater
CONTACT Bethany Overfield : 1.866.262.8429 or bethany@americanwhitewater.org
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is Your Membership
Standard w/AW Journal
Family w/AW Journal
Ender Club w/ T-Shirt
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Explorer w/Watershed Bag
Lifetime
Steward w/$400 Kokatat Gift

$35
$50
$125
$250
$500
$1,000
$2,500
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Join @americanwhitewater.org/join
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Book Review
Book Review: Amazon Woman
By Jennifer Sass

D

uring this time of pandemic, many of us are antsy for
the day we will get to be back on a river with our friends.
Maybe many of you are taking this time to plan your
post-social distancing exploits, or you’re sitting in your boat in
the living room envisioning the rapids you’ll be running and the
beautiful places you’ll visit. While you’re staying home, look no
farther than Amazon Woman by Darcy Gaechter for inspiration,
exploration, and the realities that come with both.
Amazon Woman is a true-life adventure book of three amazing
whitewater kayakers—Darcy, Don, and Midge—paddling the
world’s largest river, from source to sea. Darcy demonstrates
incredible courage: first, to complete the kayaking challenge;
second, to document it for us in raw, vulnerable, and personal
writing. There are very few individuals on this planet like Darcy
who can be such accomplished world-class, kick-ass, tougher50

than-grit, in-it-to-win-it athletes. There are even fewer who have
the courage to share with the public a deeply personal side filled
with frustrations, fears, and vulnerabilities. Darcy’s book is more
than a whitewater adventure—although it certainly is that in
spades! And, it is more than a diary, although Darcy’s ability to
observe people and places has journalistic depth.
Darcy’s book is about being kind. It is about being kind to oneself,
and to others, and about being able to accept kindness in return.
It is about being kind to people who you are frustrated with
and recognizing that they are being kind to you even when that
is difficult to see because everyone is exhausted, hungry, and
terrified. Darcy’s experience is told beautifully in passages that
alternately made me go teary-eyed, grip the book in fearful
anticipation, and many, many times, belly-laugh out loud.
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Darcy and Don (her partner in life,
adventure, and on the Amazon) are coowners of Small World Adventures, a
kayaking company in Ecuador. I kayaked
with them for a week, shortly before they
embarked on this journey. I vividly recall
how hard Darcy, Don, and their whole team
worked to make each person’s vacation
dream come true, and I love that they
work so hard to make their own dreams,
and each other’s dreams, come true.
Jennifer Sass is a DC area whitewater
kayaker and Senior Scientist for NRDC

Author and explorer Darcy Gaechter in
the headwaters of the Amazon.
Photo by Lizet Hansen

No more renewal notices!
Sick of renewal notices in the mail?
Sign up for auto-renewal on your
AW membership and you’ll never
get another. Your membership won’t
lapse and you’ll be helping us save
our limited funds and trees!
New and renewing members:
americanwhitewater.org/join
Current members:
1-866-262-8429
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Affiliate Clubs
Aw’s Original Purpose

by Bethany Overfield

American Whitewater’s original purpose
since 1954 has included distribution of
information among its Affiliate Clubs. We
have over 100 current AW Club Affiliates
and they are all doing great work on your
behalf; if you don’t belong to a club, consider
joining one.
American Whitewater has two levels of
Affiliate Clubs - a Supporting Affiliate Club or
an Affiliate Club. Affiliate Clubs that choose
AW’s $100 annual level are recognized in the
AW Journal, on our website club page, and in
our annually published Honor Roll. In order
to be recognized at this level, a Club needs
to maintain an annual $100 contribution.
Affiliate Clubs that choose AW’s $400
Supporting Affiliate Club annual level are
recognized in the AW Journal, on our website
club page, and in our annually published
Honor Roll as well as being listed as sponsors
of an AW stewardship presentation each
year. In order to be recognized at this level,
a Club needs to maintain an annual $400
contribution. A Supporting Affiliate Club
can revert to the $100 Affiliate Club annual
level at any time.
An Affiliate Club that is already being
recognized as an AW Lifetime member is
recognized in the annual Honor Roll as a
Lifetime member. They do need to contribute
either at the $100 or the $400 level annually
to be recognized an as Affiliate Club in the
AW Journal and under the Affiliate Club
heading of the published Honor Roll. Is
your club missing from this list? It might
have expired. Contact me at membership@
americanwhitewater.org to square your club
membership away!
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Supporting Affiliate Clubs
Alabama
Coosa River Paddling Club, Wetumpka
Alaska
Fairbanks Paddlers, Fairbanks
California
Sierra Club Loma Prieta Paddlers, San Jose
Colorado
Colorado Whitewater Assn, Denver
Dolores River Boating Advocates, Dolores
Georgia
Georgia Canoeing Association Inc, Winston
Kentucky
Bluegrass Wildwater Association, Lexington
Viking Canoe Club, Louisville
New Jersey
KCCNY, Flanders
Ohio
Columbus Outdoor Pursuits, Columbus
Keelhaulers, Cleveland
Oregon
Oregon Whitewater Association, Tigard
South Carolina
Foothills Paddling Club, Greenville
Palmetto Paddlers, Columbia
Washington
Paddle Trails Canoe Club, Seattle
Washington Kayak Club, Redmond
Washington Recreational River Runners,
Renton

Affiliate Club by State
Alaska
Nova River Runners Inc., Chickaloon
Alabama
Huntsville Canoe Club, Huntsville
Arizona
Outdoors Unlimited, Flagstaff
California
Chico Paddleheads, Chico
Gold Country Paddlers, Placerville
River City Whitewater Club, Sacramento
Shasta Paddlers, Redding
Smith River Alliance, Crescent City
Colorado
Friends of the Yampa, Steamboat Springs
High Country River Rafters, Wheat Ridge
Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center, Buena Vista
San Miguel Whitewater Asso, Telluride
Team Colorado Whitewater Racing Club,
Longmont
Upper Colorado Private Boaters Asso, Glenwood
Springs

Connecticut
Housatonic Area Canoe & Kayak Sq, Lakeville
Delaware
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)
Indiana
Hoosier Canoe Club, Brownsburg
Ohio Valley Paddlers, Evansville
Iowa
Iowa Whitewater Coalition, W. Des Moines
Kentucky
Elkhorn Paddlers, Lexington
Maine
Penobscot Paddle & Chowder Society, Freeport
Maryland
Baltimore Canoe & Kayak Club, Baltimore
Blue Ridge Voyagers, Rockville
Massachusetts
AMC Boston Chapter, Boston
Minnesota
Rapids Riders, Eagan
Missouri
Missouri Whitewater Association, St. Louis
Ozark Mountain Paddlers, Springfield
Ozark Wilderness Waterways Club,
Kansas City
Montana
Beartooth Paddlers Society, Billings
Nevada
Sierra Nevada Whitewater Club, Reno
New Hampshire
Ledyard Canoe Club, Hanover
New England Canoe and Kayak Association,
Contoocook
New Jersey
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)
New Mexico
Adobe Whitewater Club of New Mexico,
Albuquerque
New York
ADK Schenectady, Schenectady
Zoar Valley Paddling Club, Machias
North Carolina
Carolina Canoe Club, Raleigh
Landmark Learning, Cullowhee
Mind Body Play, Asheville
Ohio
Friends of the Crooked River, Akron
Oregon
Lower Columbia Canoe Club, Portland
Northwest Rafters Association, Roseburg
Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club, Portland
Willamette Kayak &amp; Canoe Club, Corvallis
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Pennsylvania
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)
Benscreek Canoe Club, Johnstown
Canoe Club of Greater Harrisburg, Harrisburg
Conewago Canoe Club, York
Keystone Canoe Club, Mertztown
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club, Lehigh Valley
Mach One Slalom Team, State College
Philadelphia Canoe Club, Philadelphia
Three Rivers Paddling Club, Bridgeville
Rhode Island
Rhode Island Canoe and Kayak Association,
Hope Valley
Tennessee
Appalachian Paddling Enthusiasts, Limestone
Clean Water Expected in East Tennessee,
Sevierville
East Tennessee Whitewater Club, Oak Ridge
Eastman Recreation Club, Kingsport
Tennessee Scenic River Association, Nashville
Tennessee Valley Canoe Club, Knoxville
Texas
Houston Canoe Club, Houston
Utah
High Jim and the A.S.K., Salt Lake City
Vermont
Vermont Paddlers Club, Montpelier
Virginia
Canoe Cruisers Association, Middlebury
Coastal Canoeists, Richmond
Float Fishermen of Virginia, Sandy Hook
Washington
Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club, Spokane
The Mountaineers, Seattle
Washington Kayak Club, Seattle
Yakima River Runners, Selah
Washington, DC
Canoe Cruisers Association
West Virginia
Dbl Z! Whitewater Club, Fayetteville
WV Wildwater Assn, S. Charleston
Wisconsin
North East Wisconsin Paddlers, Inc., Neenah
Rapids Riders, Eagan
Sierra Club/John Muir Chapter, Madison
Wyoming
American Packrafting Association, Wilson
Quebec
Montreal Kayak Club, Montreal

Discounted AW
Membership for
Affiliate Club
Members

Join American
Whitewater as a
Club Affiliate!
10 Reasons to Join AW
as an Affiliate Club

AW offers a discounted Affiliate
Club membership of $25, a $10
savings. If you are renewing your
AW membership or joining as a new
member, select the Affiliate Club
Discounted Personal Membership
online at http://americanwhitewater.
org/content/Membership/join-AW/
Or, if you are renewing or joining by
mail or telephone just mention the
name of the Affiliate Club you belong
to and you can take advantage of the
$25 membership.

1.

Support river access and
restoration through the AW River
Stewardship Team.

2.

Be part of a national voice for the
protection of the whitewater rivers
your club values.

3.

Tap into the professional expertise
of AW staff for river issues that
come up in your backyard.

4.

Your club’s members can become
AW members for $25. A $10
savings!

A list of AW Affiliate Clubs can be
found on our website at http://
americanwhitewater.org/content/
Membership/join-AW/. If you do
not see your Club listed here please
encourage them to renew their
Club membership or to join AW as
a new Affiliate Club. Your Club’s
membership and your personal
membership enable our staff to be
active and engaged in the process
of river stewardship. When you join
or renew your membership your
support is helping to meet the many
challenges whitewater rivers face.

5.

Receive the American Whitewater
Journal, the oldest continually
published whitewater magazine.

6.

Your club is recognized in the list
of Affiliate Clubs posted to the AW
website.

7.

Recognize your club in the list of
Affiliate Clubs noted in each bimonthly AW Journal.

8.

Post Club information on the AW
Website to help paddlers find you.

9.

Gain Club satisfaction from lending
support to AW’s stewardship
efforts.

If you have any questions about the
Affiliate Club membership, please
contact me. I can be reached at
866_BOAT-4AW or membership@
americanwhitewater.org.

10. Improve your club members river
karma.
For more information, contact
Bethany Overfield at membership@
americanwhitewater.org or sign-up on
line at www.americanwhitewater.org/
membership.

Ontario
Guelph Kayak Club, Elora
Ontario Voyageurs Kayak Club, Otonabee
National
Team River Runner++
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Protect your paddling paradise.
$35 for peace of mind.
Join American Whitewater.
americanwhitewater.org/join
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MOR E
S C R E A M S .
L E S S
S C R E E N S .
KEEN GRANTS AND COMMUNITY SPECIALIST, AND FAN @MEESTERWHEESKERS CELEBRATES
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT ON OREGON’S ROGUE RIVER.

NEWPORT
CONSCIOUSLY CONSTRUCTED
FOR BETTER ADVENTURES
BREAKING AWAY FOR THAT FREEDOM YOU CAN ONLY
FIND IN NATURE. OVER FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, WE
COMPLETELY REIMAGINED WHAT A SANDAL COULD BE,
WITH THE PROTECTION, SECURE FIT, AND TRACTION TO
JUMP FEET FIRST INTO ANYTHING. FROM OCEANS TO
MOUNTAINS, NEWPORT IS THE ICON OF ADVENTURE.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS AND ADVENTURES WITH US. TAG @KEEN.

