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Our mission: “To protect and restore America’s
whitewater resources and to enhance opportunities
to enjoy them safely,” is actively pursued through our
conservation, access, safety and education efforts
under the umbrella of River Stewardship. The only
national organization representing the interest of
all whitewater paddlers, American Whitewater is the
national voice for thousands of individual whitewater
enthusiasts, as well as over 100 local paddling
club affiliates.
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tenets of our mission statement:
CONSERVATION: AW’s professional staff works
closely with volunteers and partner organizations
to protect the ecological and scenic values of all
whitewater rivers. These goals are accomplished
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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed in the features and editorials of
American Whitewater are those of the individual authors.
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On occasion, American Whitewater publishes official
organizational policy statements drafted and approved
by the Board of Directors. These policy statements will
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through direct participation in public decision-making
processes, grassroots advocacy, coalition building,
empowerment of volunteers, public outreach and
education, and, when necessary, legal action.
RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to
whitewater rivers pursuant to the guidelines
published in its official Access Policy, AW arranges for
river access through private lands by negotiation or
purchase, seeks to protect the right of public passage
on all rivers and streams navigable by kayak or canoe,
encourages equitable and responsible management
of whitewater rivers on public lands, and works with
government agencies and other river users to achieve
these goals.
SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, publishes
reports on whitewater accidents, maintains a uniform
national ranking system for whitewater rivers (the
International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and
publishes and disseminates the internationallyrecognized American Whitewater Safety Code.

EDUCATION: AW shares information with
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events, educational events, and through direct
communication with the press.
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AW was incorporated under Missouri nonprofit
corporation laws in 1961 and maintains its principal
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AW is tax exempt under Section 501 (c) (3) of the
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THE JOURNEY AHEAD

A

NYONE WHO HAS tried to shop for outdoor gear recently
knows there has been an incredible surge in related gear
sales. From kayaks to bikes, sales have increased markedly
in the past year-plus. Trying to find specialty items that help us
get outside and enjoy nature sometimes results in backordering
what we need. Alongside the frustration of struggling to find
the gear we need, it’s also become clear over the last year that
Americans love their public lands and rivers. If there has been a
silver lining to the pandemic it is the value Americans place on
their ability to get outside and find solace in nature and on rivers.
That urge to be outdoors and in nature has helped many of us
find balance through the COVID pandemic. Plus, it’s made clear
that protecting public lands and rivers, and their access, are the
bipartisan issues of our time.

on river issues to agency managers and others; take those
opportunities to tell your story and provide meaningful input. Last
year your comments sent to lawmakers and land management
agencies totaled 12,712 comments compared to 4,450 the year
before—an almost three-fold increase in your direct feedback! A
key component of public comments and process is showing up,
and we show up! The paddling community and our staff actively
participate. We know how to make our voices heard by offering
thoughtful comments and input on the issues that affect rivers.

ECOLOGICAL AND SCIENCE-BASED DATA

Connecting the interests of human-powered recreational river
users with ecological and science-based data to restore and
protect rivers is central to our stewardship mission. We do this
through a number of different methods, depending on the type of
project we are working on. An example of successful science-based
data can be found in the flow modeling used in water allocation
decisions in the Rocky Mountain West. Flow modeling measures
affect whitewater activity and indicates the change in the number
of boatable days that can be expected under different release
scenarios. At one point early on in water allocation discussions,
we had an agency staff tell us “until American Whitewater showed
up, trying to get paddlers to agree on flows was like nailing Jell-O
to the wall.” The important point is that science-based data helps
to put handles on challenging issues to balance the competing
interests of a limited resource or a social conflict.

When it comes to protecting public lands and rivers, the American
Whitewater River Stewardship Program is on it! In each project
we take on there are three overarching themes that we hit. You’ll
see these themes emerge time and again in the communications
we send out ranging from potential legislation, hydropower
impacts, access issues, agency actions, and other miscellaneous
proceedings that affect the places we paddle and love. In each of
our stewardship projects we look for these three things:
•

Transparent Process

•

Public Comments

•

Ecological and Science-based Data

So next time you scratch your head over why American Whitewater
would take on a specific issue or project look for these three
buckets; chances are we will be engaging in providing input or
requesting that these principles drive the decision making. At the
core of the American Whitewater River Stewardship Program is
the understanding that conservation and healthy human-powered
outdoor recreation are mutually dependent. Whitewater paddlers
appreciate natural landscapes, and those special places need
conservation-oriented paddlers to help preserve and protect
these treasured resources. Your understanding of how we work
and your participation in providing public comment are the unique
superpower of American Whitewater.

TRANSPARENT PROCESS

In our project work it’s important to have a road map that outlines
how to move from point A to point B and beyond as we navigate
the process. Different states have different maps; so it is with the
various issues we take on. Each type of issue may have different
processes it uses and that’s fine as long as the process is clearly
defined. Thus, the map may change depending on what we are
working on but the process is well understood from the outset.
Outlining a transparent process helps to avoid the “backroom
deals” that can be exceptionally frustrating when navigating a
complex issue.

As we look to a busy summer on our rivers, let’s not forget about
the awesome responsibility we all share in keeping these natural
resources protected for now and in the future.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Your voice is extremely important! The paddling community
knows how to lean-in and provide comments on projects and
decisions that will affect the rivers they love. This is the secret
sauce of stewardship efforts. Paddlers have great stories to tell
about rivers they care about and, oftentimes, have the most
knowledge about headwater reaches that few others ever see.
You’ll get occasional requests from us to provide comments
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BACK AND BETTER THAN EVER:

PROTECTING AMERICA’S WILDERNESS AND
PUBLIC LANDS ACT
___

By Thomas O’Keefe and Evan Stafford

The confluence of the San Miguel
and Dolores rivers (CO).
PHOTO BY EVAN STAFFORD

L

ATE LAST YEAR you may remember our push to pass over
a thousand miles of Wild and Scenic designations and
millions of acres of protections for some of the most storied
whitewater landscapes in the West, including the Grand Canyon
(AZ), the Dolores (CO), the Olympic Peninsula (WA), and several
whitewater-rich watersheds in California (Trinity Alps, Central
Coast, San Gabriels) under the banner of the Protecting America’s
Wilderness Act (PAWA). Ultimately that play was unsuccessful;
however, it was a big step to see this package come together and
pass in the House. Now this legislation is back under Protecting
America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act (PAWA+).

remove more than 1 million acres of sensitive watersheds from
new mining claims. Below we detail the individual components
of the legislation of specific interest to the whitewater boating
community and also give some social media tags you can use to
help support the bill and thank the representatives who have
championed it.

THE NEW PROTECTIONS

Wild Olympics Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
(Title III of H.R. 803; originally H.R. 999)
Thank @RepDerekKilmer
Tag #WildOlympics

Thanks at least in part to hundreds of our members and supporters
writing their legislators in support of this bill, this historic Wild
and Scenic-heavy legislation has passed in the House again. It also
passed with important whitewater-protecting additions, including
the Southwestern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection
Act, which would protect 101,000 acres in the headwaters of
the Smith (CA) and Illinois (OR) rivers, representing some of the
most spectacular rivers and exceptional water quality on the west
coast. In total, the Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public
Lands Act would designate over 1,079 miles of new Wild and
Scenic rivers, protect over 1.5 million acres of new wilderness, and

This bill would designate 464 miles of new Wild and Scenic
rivers that would include 19 rivers and their major tributaries.
Rivers like the Sitkum, Matheny Creek, Sol Duc, Elwha, and South
Fork Skokomish offer outstanding opportunities for whitewater
paddlers to experience old-growth forests and fern-covered
gorges. Some of the rivers, like the Dosewallips, have been
considered for hydropower development schemes. The legislation
would also protect 126,000 acres of ancient forests, within the
headwaters of the major Olympic Peninsula rivers, as wilderness.
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Representative Derek Kilmer has been the primary sponsor of
this bill.

restoration area within the South Fork Trinity River, Mad River,
and North Fork Eel watersheds for forest restoration and wildfire
fuel reduction. In addition, 260,000 acres of proposed wilderness,
largely in the Trinity River and Redwood Creek watersheds, would
protect forests and rivers. Representative Jared Huffman has been
the primary sponsor of this bill.

Northwest California Wilderness, Recreation, and Working
Forests Act (Title II of H.R. 803; originally H.R. 878)
Thank @RepHuffman
Tag #MountainsAndRivers #ProtectCAPublicLands

Central Coast Heritage Protection Act (Title IV of H.R. 803;
originally H.R. 973)
Thank @RepCarbajal
Tag #CentralCoastWild #ProtectCAPublicLands

This bill would designate 379 miles of new Wild and Scenic rivers
in Northwestern California’s Klamath Mountains and Coast
Range. This region has some of the most spectacular wild rivers
on the west coast and the greatest concentration of Wild and
Scenic rivers in the nation, along with many more that qualify
but are not yet designated as Wild and Scenic. Representative
Huffman has led an effort to protect additional rivers and their
watersheds while ensuring that much-needed fuels reduction
work is prioritized to help protect nearby communities from
wildfire. New Wild and Scenic rivers would include the East Fork
North Fork Trinity River and Canyon Creek, along with Redwood
Creek, an overnight whitewater run that flows through the tallest
living trees in the world. The bill would establish a 730,000-acre

This bill would designate 159 miles of Wild and Scenic rivers
including the upper reaches of Piru Creek, a rare waterway in the
region that provides outstanding wilderness whitewater less than
an hour’s drive from downtown Los Angeles. In addition, more
miles of Sespe Creek above the classic exploratory section would
be designated. The bill would also designate nearly 250,000 acres
of wilderness and create two new scenic areas in California’s Los
Padres National Forest and the Carrizo Plain National Monument.
Representative Salud Carbajal is the primary sponsor of this bill.

The Sitkum River is one of 19 rivers that would be
designated Wild and Scenic on the Olympic Peninsula if the Protecting America’s Wilderness and
Public Lands Act becomes law.
PHOTO BY CHRIS KORBULIC

7

STEWARDSHIP

The Illinois River drainage would see new landscape
protections under the Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act.
PHOTO BY PRISCILLA MACY
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San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and Rivers Protection Act
(Title V of H.R. 803; originally H.R. 693)
Thank @RepJudyChu
Tag #SanGabrielMtns #ProtectCAPublicLands
This bill would designate 45.5 miles of Wild and Scenic rivers in
Southern California, including the San Gabriel and its primary
forks. This bill spurs outdoor recreation by connecting parkpoor areas, especially communities of color, to open space.
This legislation expands the San Gabriel National Monument
established in 2014 by an additional 109,00 acres, and
establishes a National Recreation Area along the San Gabriel
River. The legislation would also protect more than 30,000
acres as wilderness. Representative Judy Chu is the primary
sponsor of this bill.
Colorado Wilderness Act of 2021 (Title I of H.R. 803;
originally H.R. 803)
Thank @RepDianaDeGette
Tag #ColoradoWildernessAct
The Colorado Wilderness Act would permanently protect
660,000 acres of primarily Bureau of Land Management
lands in 36 different sites all across Colorado. The bill would
protect lands and watersheds for a number of key whitewater
reaches like Slickrock Canyon on the Dolores River, Norwood
Canyon on the San Miguel River, and Grape Creek, a unique
and stunning tributary of the Arkansas. This bill would prevent
the development of future water facilities like dams, ditches,
or diversions within the protected regions. Grape Creek is
currently under threat from a gold mining company. American
Whitewater has long been involved in finding permanent
protections for the iconic canyons of the Dolores River.
Representative DeGette has been fighting for the preservation
of these wildlands for over 20 years and has worked diligently
with the recreation community to ensure our interests are
protected. Representative Diana DeGette has been the primary
sponsor of this bill.
Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy Act (Title VII of
H.R. 803; originally H.R. 577)
Thank @RepJoeNeguse
Tag #COREAct
–The Colorado Outdoor Recreation and Economy (or
CORE) Act would permanently protect over 400,000 acres
of public lands in Colorado. The CORE Act unites four
Colorado landscapes, providing important protections for
the watersheds of the Crystal, Gunnison, and Eagle Rivers.
It includes the Thompson Divide, outside of Carbondale, CO,
for which more than 200,000 acres of public land would be
permanently withdrawn from future oil and gas leasing. This
would protect water quality in the Crystal River and Roaring
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The Grand Canyon would benefit from a new large
scale mining withdrawal under the Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act.
PHOTO BY EVAN STAFFORD
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Fork River watersheds. The Continental Divide Recreation and
Camp Hale Legacy Act would protect the headwaters of the Eagle
River from future impacts, such as mining. The Curecanti National
Recreation Area would protect the landscapes just upstream of
river recreational treasures like the Black Canyon of the Gunnison
River. Representative Joe Neguse, the new Chair of the House
National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands Subcommittee, is the
primary sponsor of this bill.
Grand Canyon Protection Act (Title VIII of H.R. 803; originally
H.R. 1052)
Thank @RepRaulGrijalva
Tag #KeepItGrand
The Grand Canyon Protection Act would make permanent the
current temporary ban on new uranium mines on public lands
surrounding Grand Canyon National Park. Of concern are the
impacts to groundwater that leads to contamination of drinking
water and sites of cultural significance to Native American Tribes.
In 2012 Interior Secretary Salazar signed a Public Land Order to
prevent new mining claims in an area that includes 355,874 acres
of U.S. Forest Service land on the Kaibab National Forest; 626,678
acres of Bureau of Land Management lands; and 23,993 acres of
split estate—where surface lands are held by other owners while
subsurface minerals are owned by the federal government. An
Administration can only issue temporary mining bans, in this case
20 years. Representative Grijalva’s bill would make the mining
ban permanent on lands surrounding the Grand Canyon for the
benefit of people, wildlife, and the environment.

THE AMENDMENTS

As the first conservation legislation of the 117th Congress, the bill
also attracted several amendments (available for review on the
Rules website) with 29 of them being considered on the floor in
blocks. Those of interest to the whitewater paddling community
include the following:
Representatives Peter DeFazio (OR) and Jared Huffman (CA)
secured passage of Amendment 40 to add the Southwestern
Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2021 (H.R. 980)
to the bill. This amendment would protect 101,000 acres of the
headwaters of the Smith and Illinois Rivers. Under the outdated
1872 mining laws these pristine watersheds have been open to
new mining claims. Interest in low-grade nickel within the laterite
soils of the Kalmiopsis has increased in recent years, but it could
only be extracted through wholesale strip mining. These are some
of the last intact and undeveloped rivers on the west coast, clearly
no place for a mine. American Whitewater has worked with a local
coalition over many years to protect these spectacular rivers.

Among the good amendments that passed was Representative
Barragan’s (CA) Amendment 31 to add the Outdoors for All Act to
the bill, which codifies the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership
(ORLP) program. The ORLP program provides grants for outdoor
recreational opportunities in urban and low-income cities across
the nation. Representatives Brown (MD) Graves (LA) teamed up
on bipartisan Amendment 35 for the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Agriculture to ensure service-members and
veterans have access to these public lands for outdoor recreation
and wellness programs.
Representative Pingree’s (ME) Amendment 4 to include 31 miles
of the York River in Maine in the National Park Service’s Wild and
Scenic River System also passed.
Of those amendments that were thankfully defeated was
Amendment 54 brought forward by Representative Newhouse
(WA) and Boebert (CO) that would have allowed for hydropower
development on Wild and Scenic rivers. Representative Moore
(UT) and Newhouse (WA) teamed up on Amendment 5 that was
also defeated that would have given counties authority to formally
approve wilderness areas.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Once a bill has passed the House it then goes to the Senate. In the
Senate the legislation will be taken up by the Energy and Natural
Resources Committee chaired by Senator Joe Manchin from West
Virginia. The Senate has been focused on confirmation hearings
and relief bills; however, we expect they will turn to hearings
on public lands and rivers legislation in the coming months.
To maintain momentum, it is important to weigh in with your
Senators and make your support of wild rivers, public lands, and
outdoor recreation known.
We know that President Biden supports the effort and issued a
Statement of Administrative Policy stating that, “H.R. 803 puts
in place protections for some of our nation’s most iconic natural
and cultural resources and safeguards recreational opportunities
for the benefit of current and future generations, while creating
jobs and investing in the recreation economy.”
With the support of the whitewater paddling community and our
partners in the outdoor recreation community, including Outdoor
Alliance and The Conservation Alliance, we will be able to pass
these bills into law.
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ANNUAL RECREATIONAL FLOWS A NEW
REALITY ON THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER
___

By Theresa L. Lorejo-Simsiman

The new agreement means that all watercraft will find
their perfect flow on a range of recreational releases for
Horseshoe Bend on the San Joaquin River each year.

PHOTO BY DAVE STEINDORF

P

ADDLERS, GET YOUR boating gear ready for annual
recreational flow releases on the Horseshoe Bend reach of
the San Joaquin River! After nearly two decades of direct
advocacy and engagement, American Whitewater is pleased
to announce the fruits of our labor. In March 2021, Southern
California Edison (SCE) announced they finally secured approval
of Long Term Operating Rules for operation of the Big Creek 4
Hydroelectric Project on the San Joaquin River. These rules outline
long-awaited flow improvements that will begin this spring. In a
win for American Whitewater, managing agencies, and the North
Fork Mono Tribe, SCE will now provide flow releases that restore
more natural flow patterns that are both optimal for recreational
paddling and protective of native aquatic species.

AMERICAN WHITEWATER PLAYS THE LONG
GAME

It was not accidental that optimal recreational opportunities and
flows protective of native aquatic species converged in this matter.
The new license order for SCE’s Big Creek 4 Hydroelectric Project
required development of an Adaptive Management Plan for River
Flows. The plan would establish Long Term Operating Rules for
providing flows for whitewater recreation, while protecting native
fish, reptiles, and the aquatic community. This whole process
began in 2003 with the formation of a technical review group

that included American Whitewater California Stewardship
Director, Dave Steindorf, and long-time Regional Coordinator,
Paul Martzen. This review group would analyze baseline data
and compare it to data gathered before, during, and after test
recreational flow releases that were outlined in the new license
to occur in August and September. They would measure impact
to aquatic resources and formulate how recreational flows could
be provided for the remainder of the license.
The studies, however, proved slow going since mother nature
needed to cooperate to facilitate analysis during the “out of
season” period between August and September. The study
required providing opportunities for optimal boating flow releases
in both a wet “spill” year over the dam and a dry “non-spill”
year. Unfortunately, in this era of climate change, getting water
conditions just right for an “out of season” recreational flow
______________
Opposite: In 2019 Regional Coordinator, Paul Martzen, and
California Stewardship Director, Theresa L. Lorejo-Simsiman celebrate an agreement on Long Term Operating
Rules with Southern California Edison, managing agencies
and representatives of the North Fork Mono Tribe.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THERESA SIMSIMAN
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release was a rare occurrence on the San Joaquin River. Over
the course of nine years of post-license study, collected data
did not indicate that recreational releases had the potential to
negatively impact native aquatic species. However, the data was
not conclusive and further study was required by the managing
agencies. Nearing a decade into the new license order there was
still no solution for recreational flows on Horseshoe Bend.

CHANGE OF COURSE

Recognizing the futility of waiting for more opportunities to study
impacts to native aquatic species during “out of season” flow
releases, American Whitewater made a command decision to
request that the review group change course. Understanding
that what is good for biota is good for boaters, it was time to
drop the concept of “out of season” flows and study the validity
of providing recreational releases through working with natural
spills. This would embed flows in a gradual ramp-down of
snowmelt runoff during wet spill years. In dryer years without
spill, American Whitewater suggested shaping a boating release
that would mimic a natural spring runoff. Both ideas would be
protective of native aquatic species and give us long-awaited
annual whitewater boating releases. Upon consensus from the
review group the new course took shape.

In 2019 Regional Coordinator, Paul Martzen, and California Stewardship Director, Theresa L. Lorejo-Simsiman celebrate an agreement on Long Term Operating Rules with
Southern California Edison, managing agencies and representatives of the North Fork Mono Tribe.

The Long Term Operating Rules were based on an analysis of a
variety of technical data on Redinger Dam and Lake, including
flows, capacities, USGS survey records, and Southern Cal Edison’s
contractual obligations for protecting downstream water rights
based on the Mammoth Pool Operating Agreement with the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THERESA SIMSIMAN
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All watercraft will find the perfect flow on a range of
recreational releases for Horseshoe Bend on the San
Joaquin River.
PHOTO BY DAVE STEINDORF
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LONG ROAD, GREAT OUTCOME

In March of 2019, California Stewardship Director Theresa
Lorejo-Simsiman signed off on Long Term Operating Rules for
American Whitewater with Paul Martzen still at the table.
Slogging through the 2020 COVID pandemic and unprecedented
wildfire, the Sierra National Forest Supervisor provided
approval to make the rules a reality for spring 2021. The rules
ultimately outline prescriptions for recreational releases in
four scenarios. The first three are based on natural spill and
the water year schedules from the Mammoth Pool Operating
Agreement. In spill years, during the months of May through
August, SCE will slowly down-ramp the declining limb of spill
once the average daily flow reaches a specified threshold.
The down-ramp mimics the natural hydrograph to enhance
the aquatic community. But it also results in 3-8 days of
recreational flows in the range of 3,500 cfs down to 1,600
cfs depending on the water year schedule. The last scenario
in non-spill years simply shapes one weekend of boating flow
and down-ramps off that flow preventing fish stranding. The
result is one day in the range of 2,500 down to 2,000 cfs and
another day in the range of 2,000 down to 1,600 cfs.
Annual notification of recreational flows will be provided by
SCE to American Whitewater no later than May 1st of each
year. In spill years, SCE will estimate the timing, magnitude,
and duration of boating flow. The projections and the forecast
information will be updated weekly from May 1 through August
31. In non-spill years, SCE will provide notification a minimum
of two weeks prior to the boating flow release. All information
will also be provided on SCE’s webpage.

STAYING ENGAGED

In the case of whitewater flows for Horseshoe Bend on the
San Joaquin River, the completion of this new flow agreement
demonstrates the importance of staying engaged. Most
often, due to the length of the regulatory process, the original
advocates for hydropower relicensing are no longer present
during the implementation of a new license order. This means,
over the years, agreed-upon protections, mitigations and
enhancements can be lost in interpretation. It is the main
reason American Whitewater continues to engage well after
a new license order is issued. We are happy to turn the page
on protective recreational flows, but we know the work is not
done. Now we get to see the theory of the rules play out on
the San Joaquin River.
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RIVER VOICES

OF TIME AND ICE AND RIVERS
___

By Doug Ammons

L

AST NIGHT I went paddling in my kayak. It was another
wonderful hour, one of tens of thousands in my 50-year love
affair with water. There were no huge waterfalls or rapids,
no adrenaline-laden dice being thrown, no epic journey to a faraway foreign country. I slipped in over the ice just upstream of
the Higgins Bridge, and was reminded yet again why I love rivers
so much.
Some people might think that, compared to the thrill of Class V
wildwater, it would be boring to paddle anything less. But in my
forays on the river in town I’m never bored for the simple reason
that wild or quiet, no river is ever the same from day to day,
season to season. I’ve kayaked whitewater all over the world,
descending dramatic canyons and seeking the hardest rapids
on the planet with small teams of close friends. But for all the
excitement and reward of those experiences, my favorite times
are here paddling on the quiet water by myself.
Water transforms the world. Even right in the middle of town, to
enter the water is to enter another universe. The river takes the
solid world we walk around in every day, and shape-shifts it into
another reality, a fluid reality of change and flow.
This morning, the thermometer outside my kitchen window said
it was -10 degress, and here by nightfall the temperature has
dropped further. In the darkness, dense islands of slush slide by
the boat, hissing against the hull as I make my way upstream,
rhythmically stroking, extending the paddle into the dark water,
catching and releasing. Stroke melds into stroke and the angles
of the blade speak eloquently to my hands of the water’s mood.
Flowing water is time unfolding. There is no other place where
it’s possible to experience so vividly how time moves into the
future as on a river. It is not the inexorable march of seconds, each
the same as the next, nor of the hands of a watch ticking away,
nor the digits of a timer counting and counting. No, on a river
time moves because the world flows onward, never all together
but now accelerating and then slowing, eddying and swirling to
push and tumble ahead, never the same but always downward
and onward. To be in it, is to be immersed in the mysterious and
wondrous flow of time itself.
The slush islands crack and snap as my paddle cuts into them,
shattering the surface. Ice forms on the paddle and boat, layer

after layer as the frigid air touches each splash of water. The
lights on the river trail and the buildings downtown cast faint
shadows, highlighting the ragged edges of the slush. The river is
a dark ribbon sliding between the ice shelves and snow covered
sides, black through white. It seems so mysterious, dark as if
hiding depths unseen.
A frost-laden breeze bites my cheeks. Stray splashes of droplets
freeze in the air and patter gently on my jacket as I maneuver up
the river. Threads of mist curl up from the water, supercooled,
releasing the river’s heat to the air as it slowly ices over, caught
for a moment at a magical interface of water in all its forms, gas
to liquid to solid.
It is cold enough that the water between the islands of slush are
laced with long ice crystals like spears, forming in the few minutes
of calm flatwater as they float from the riffle above the Madison
Street bridge to the play wave at Caras Park where they will be
broken again.
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been told I’m crazy for going
out when it’s this cold. People ask how I stay warm, and how
I keep from turning upside-down. I started paddling at night
because I got tired of explaining to people that no, it was not
crazy, that no, I’m not going to practice my Eskimo roll, and that
yes, I’m just going for a workout. I don’t add that I’ve spent 30
years paddling the hardest rivers in the world, and am less likely
to flip over during a workout than a normal person is to fall out
of a chair at home.
So I’ve tried to explain, but they look at me like I’m a fool, or worse.
There is no use in arguing and I can’t make them understand
how beautiful it is. So I go out at night when nobody is around
to commune with the whispering water and the mist, the push
and pull of the current, and the owls that perch silently in the big
willows along the river, and just as silently swoop away unseen.
The paradox is that I’m as enthusiastic now, in my mid-50s, as I
ever was when younger. It’s just the focus has shifted. In youth
we seek the excitement, the rush of intense action and decision,
we revel in the challenges. Caught up in the instant, the fun and
the danger around us call for awareness, and each moment in
the sun-sparkled water stands out like a jewel.
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The author on a different river with far more
sunlight and somewhat less snow.
PHOTO BY GRANT AMARAL
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And now entering middle age, it’s not that I don’t still deeply
appreciate all these things, it’s that I’ve found there is so much
more. Perspective changes; beauty and wonder remain.
The water is a constant reminder to me that we are capable of
continual evolution, that every shape is only temporary, that time
is always moving, that the world is constantly creating itself anew.
One of the facts shown by science is that every element heavier
than hydrogen has been through the life of at least one star. The
oxygen and iron in our blood, the carbon that is the backbone of
our metabolism and life tissue, the potassium and sodium that
allow us thought and action. They all have an ancient pedigree,
billions of years old, of stellar explosions, of planets dying and
being reborn, of life beginning and evolving. Everything within
us has gone through this most epic journey. And through it all, a
true miracle—that somehow we are given self-awareness. Over
time, everything within us flows like the water. Our very being is
as transient as the surface of a river.
Orion is overhead amidst a welter of stars cast across the black
sky. I turn and paddle back downstream in the frozen mist and
bite of the wind. It strikes me yet again how unfathomable it is,
and how beautiful.

We are the stewards of it all as these atoms pass through us and
onward to their next existence. We are one of millions of species
on this planet, a microcosm of the earth come to life, aware of
the universe around us, flowing into the future as time unfolds.
The river speaks of all this and much more. Constantly it murmurs
and reflects on time and the currents of the world, shaping
canyons and cutting through continents, of the seasons and daily
cycles. Of this instant and of eternity.
Loren Eiseley said “we are made of dust, and the light of a star.”
Paddling out on the river tonight I slide through a world of
darkness, gliding on a fluid surface between the galaxy of stars
in the sky above and the galaxy reflected in the water below, the
slush gently hissing by the boat, the paddle strokes rhythmic.
Beneath the rush of cars passing overhead on the bridge, I look
back upstream at the dark water and hear it murmuring faintly,
speaking a language of eons and change. I shake my head again;
until the next time, I am awed and thankful for the gift of the river.
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Live it. Love it. Share it.

If there’s one thing we learned from the yard sale that was 2020, it’s the importance
of natural places and free flowing rivers in our lives. This year, we hope you’ll join
NRS in taking steps to break down barriers to the outdoors, protect our most precious
places, and promote access for all of us—regardless of who you are or where you live.
In 2021, we are proud to welcome a new class of paddle-activists to our ambassador
team. We’re also helping train new leaders from diverse backgrounds and
working with our partners to spread the word on paddling ethics and safety.
Join us for the journey.

nrs.com

Clockwise: River activist Vera Knook on the Salaach
River, Austria; standing up for the iconic Oetz River
in Austria; Anup Garung meeting the locals while
documenting endangered river communities in
Nepal; Hudson River Runners sharing the love
of whitewater on the Hudson River, NY.
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RÍO GRANDE-COLORADO:
TWO WEEKS RAFTING IN ARGENTINA
___

By Tom Diegel

The Rio Grande has a number of fun, long rapids in
gorges reminiscent of the American Southwest.
PHOTO BY ROCKY CONTOS

T

HE SEEDS FOR doing our 14-day, 190-mile Class III-IV river
trip in Argentina actually started in Peru, some years prior.
Our friend “Kiwi Andy” was turning 50, and to celebrate, he
wanted to gather his “mates” from all over on a fun international
river trip, and decided to do the Rio Maranon in Peru. That
two-week Class IV Grand Canyon-style raft-support trip was a
smashing success: a great crew on a fun and challenging arid
tropical river slicing through the heart of the Andes. Therefore,
as my wife Ashley was looking forward to her 50th birthday,
thinking the Marañon trip a great precedent, she contacted our
old peripatetic pal Rocky Contos, who had pioneered the raft trip
on the Maranon, and many others in Latin America, and asked
“What’s the next big awesome South American river trip we
should do?” Rocky didn’t hesitate: “The Río Grande-Río Colorado
combo in Argentina.”
Many rivers in Latin America have name changes as they work
their way from their respective mountain ranges towards the
ocean, and it is apparently just a coincidence that Argentina
happened to give its biggest river system the same moniker as two
of the most iconic rivers in the United States. Coincidentally, they
are all somewhat similar in character: All three systems are quite
long and descend from their respective continent’s highest snowy

peaks into extraordinarily dry climates; in the US it’s because of
the arid Colorado Plateau, and in the Argentina rivers’ case, it’s
because their Río Colorado/Río Grande zone runs south along
on the lee side of the Andes, where most of the precipitation is
squeezed out on the mountains’ upslope in Chile.
Our crew came together in San Rafael, a modest-sized city
surrounded by vineyards and located three hours south of the
larger metropolis of Mendoza. Not only is this region the center
of wine-centric Argentina, the latter city is the jumping-off point
for gringo mountaineers trying to get dragged up Aconcagua, the
highest peak in the southern hemisphere at 22,841 feet. Despite
the arid climate, a number of medium-to-large rivers emanate
from the snowmelt in the high Andes in this area, including not
only the very long and remote Río Grande-Colorado in the south,
but also others that are more accessible and popular for day-trip,
such as intermediate Ríos Mendoza and Atuel, as well and the
incredible Class IV-V Río Diamante right in San Rafael. As a result,
a community of paddlers has developed here, akin to those in
Hood River or Asheville.
Of course, one of the best things about any southern hemisphere
trips is that they typically happen while the US is mired in winter;
sure, in places like the Pacific Northwest or the Southeast there’s
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Getting to river put-ins in South America is sometimes
as much of an adventure as the rivers themselves
PHOTO BY ROCKY CONTOS

enough rain to bring rivers up, but short, cold, rainy day runs are a far cry from the long, warm days on the river and camping on big
beaches. Our crew—mostly from the western US—was forsaking our families for the Christmas holidays and was looking forward to
a Grand Canyon-style river trip, but this time our “Río Colorado” was to be very different from the one back home in one important
way: For our 200-plus mile trip, we’d be the only group on the river. In fact, we were only the third to make the full rafting descent.
When you get a group of a dozen or more folks flying and busing to a far-away land, the odds that something will go awry increases
exponentially, and sure enough some of the luggage—including kayaks, paddles, and parts of raft frames—didn’t quite make it. So
on our scheduled departure day, only most of the crew piled into vans loaded high with rafts, kayaks, coolers, oars, and dry boxes
for the journey into the Andes, while a few remained at the Mendoza airport and San Rafael trying to track down the missing gear
and round up borrowable gear from local kayakers and raft companies. Those of us lucky enough to arrive with our stuff trundled
in a loaded-down van stacked high with frames, kayaks, and river bags past the iconic Las Leñas ski village, known for having hosted
World Cup events on its incredible powder, and for having oodles of tasty-looking backcountry terrain nearby during The Other
Season. As we approached the river, we got an immediate introduction to South American paddling when we came upon a family
of condors near the put in; with a wingspan of over 10 feet and a pretty heavy build (17-33 pounds), they are technically the biggest
flying birds in the world, but even though they are classified as “near-threatened” they were pretty nonplussed by us.
After our hour-long dirt road drive, we arrived to the put-in at “Valle Hermoso,” aptly named for being in such a beautiful valley
setting. With a little extra time awaiting our mates (who were in turn awaiting their gear), we decided to do some exploration by
hiking, easily possible in this austere landscape with no trees, albeit not without having to dance around the thorny vegetation that
was visually different from but equally abrasive to the comparable Mormon tea, sage, creosote, and cactus in the desert southwest.
With a put-in at around 7,200 feet, even as we were there at the winter (summer) solstice and enjoying dry, sunny, 70-degree days,
we had a frost on us as we awoke at the confluence of the two creeks that created the Grande proper. Eventually, the remainder of
our crew (which included Kiwi Andy, now two years older) showed up, and we were finally able to shove off!
Our crew was a mix of gringos and South American river rats: Luciano Lázaro, a local Argentinian paddler from San Rafaél, was helping
us coordinate everything, along with Peruvian Pedro Peña. Pedro, who has an infectious giggle, helped out on our Marañón trip
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by Rocky Contos

THE PORTEZUELO DEL VIENTO DAMS ON RÍO
GRANDE-COLORADO IN ARGENTINA

Río Grande-Colorado has several dam projects planned for its upper
reaches called the Portezuelo del Viento dam complex. The dams have
been approved for construction and will take away a portion of the river’s
wonderful whitewater. If this project remains on track, projections are
for the first dam in the series to be completed by 2027. Although the
dam(s) will take away some of the fun whitewater, much should remain
for the rafter and kayaker in years ahead.
The Portezuelo del Viento Dam: The main project entails one large
hydroelectric dam roughly 180 m (590 ft) in height and located 30 km
(18 miles) upstream of Bardas Blancas. It is named for its location at
the Portezuelo del Viento (which literally translates to “Gate of Wind”),
a constricted sandstone passage in the river located where the river’s
course shifts from due south to due east, and where it is known to have
strong downstream winds blowing from the west. The dam would
flood 35 km of beautiful Class III river and generate up to 220 MW of
power, with an average of 887 GWh/yr generated, enough for the needs
of approximately 130,000 people. A video of the intended project is
available on YouTube.
Rincón de los Godos dam and diversion to Río Atuel: There is
one smaller dam to be built just downstream of the large dam that
will divert about 30% of the flow out of the Grande-Colorado basin.
This dam, tentatively called Rincón de los Godos, will be about 18 km
downstream of the large Portezuelo del Viento dam and 25 m (80 ft) high,
flood roughly 7 km (4 miles) of river, generate up to 30 MW of power,
and even out the flow releases from the fluctuating tides of the main big
dam. But the most important purpose of this smaller dam is to divert
an average of 35 cms (1240 cfs) out of the river and approximately 100
km (62 miles) to the north into the Río Atuel drainage, which already
has a series of hydroelectric dams/generators installed on it, allowing
the water diverted out of the Grande-Colorado to generate additional
hydropower, and also provide more irrigation water to farmers in the
San Rafael area of Mendoza.
Additional upstream dams proposed: There are three additional
proposed dams upstream of the main Portezuelo del Viento dam that
would generate additional hydroelectricity and provide more storage Schematic map showing the Río Grande-Colorado with kilomecapacity to regulate the flow in the river. These dams, moving upstream, ters (green), elevation (orange), sections of rapids (yellow), and
are tentatively called El Seguro (55 MW capacity), Risco Negro (50 MW planned dams (red). Some of the nicer side hikes are also shown.
______________
capacity), and La Estrechura (40 MW capacity), and would effectively flood
or block a total of about 60 additional kilometers (36 miles) of the river up to near Valle Hermoso.
Status as of 2021: The project was approved in 2019, though there was strong opposition from the province of La Pampa, which stands to lose much of the
water it uses for irrigation farther down the river. Construction is scheduled to start in 2021 or 2022. Financing for the roughly $493 million USD project is coming
from the federal government, with most construction due to be done by a Chinese dam-building company. The project is expected to take five years to complete.
Effects of the dams for paddlers: If only the first two dams are constructed, they would only take out approximately 60 km of the fine initial upper whitewater
river section out of a total 320 km of whitewater river down to El Portón. Paddlers would still be able to cover the incredibly scenic and fun 80-kilometer section
from Valle Hermoso down to the start of the big reservoir, and then the section starting at Bardas Blancas. Although reduced in flow overall, there should still be
enough water to paddle most of the year with an average of 72 cms (2550 cfs). Paddlers in Argentina and abroad have been opposed to the Portezuelo del Viento
dams as can been seen by over 5200 signatures to an online petition as of early 2021 [search for “Detener la Represa Portezuelo del Viento” on www.Change.org].
For more information, contact Rocky at rocky@sierrarios.org
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The unrunnable gorge ends in a couple-of-mile-long runnable gorge that can be accessed by kayak.
PHOTO BY ROCKY CONTOS
______________
and is the founder of a kayak school south of Lima that has taught hundreds of kids to paddle. We also were fortunate to have Fico
Gallese with us, a legendary Peruvian guide who led dozens of trips down the now-drowned Bío-Bío, and who is now Chris Spelius’s
neighbor on the Futaleufu. We had enough gringo rowers to round out the oarsmen for our four rafts.
After an initial easy Class I-II section through the beautiful Valle Hermoso, we entered an imposing canyon with a steady higher
gradient and plenty of long, fun Class III and IV rapids for several days (a bit of a handful for some folks who hadn’t paddled or rowed
since the northern hemisphere’s early summer flows had faded). This got us down into a milder climate (that would eventually get
hot as we continued our descent). Like Grand Canyon or Middle Fork Salmon trips, our trip began to blur into days of floating, hiking,
cooking, and yapping around the fire during the blessedly-long December evenings.
After five days of incredible high Andes canyon where the river headed south through countless Class III and IV rapids, the river
turned to the east and changed character at a place called the Portazuelo del Viento (“wind tunnel,” so to speak). This place is named
due to the constriction of the canyon directly where the wind frequently blows fiercely. But, while you might be thinking this is a
problem for river runners, actually the winds blow generally downstream, from the Pacific Ocean up the Andes in Chile, and then
down the mountains across the pampas and Patagonian plains to the Atlantic Ocean. Although we got to enjoy a little boost to our
downriver progress when we were heading east, in a subsequent flat, easy, open valley section of river where the river is heading
more south, the winds were at our side, so not as enjoyable. It was here that we realized it was a bit much to expect a river to be
perfectly awesome throughout a 190-mile stretch. But this lasted only for a day, during which we still had lots of birds to identify,
including the occasional flamingo.
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Something that whitewater river runners sometimes have to deal
with on long Class IV trips is a portage. Portaging an unappealing
Class V rapid or a dangerous sieve is easy in a kayak. Even a kayak
fully loaded for a multi-day expedition enables a relatively quick,
if slightly arduous, scramble around rapids. But consider a typical
Grand Canyon or Middle Fork Salmon raft trip and the amount
of gear, coolers, food, beer, etc. on the rafts, and ponder how it
might be to get that around a rapid, or a series of rapids. Peru’s
Upper Rio Maranon is a gloriously-fun Class IV river, but in the
deep “Inner Gorge” of the run, an old landslide created a 300-yard
long Class V section that includes an awful sieve, and moving the
gear and lining/hauling rafts efficiently is a challenging endeavor.
The Rio Grande has two difficult passages: one a mandatory
portage, and the other a Class V.
At the end of the valley section and about halfway through our
two-week trip, we came to the mandatory portage, a phenomenal
river feature called “La Pasarela”. What had been a pretty
“normal” easy river in a barren desert with a medium amount
of water (probably 2,000 cfs on our trip) abruptly plunged into a
black lava rock landscape, and after a few fun rapids soon entered
an extraordinary slot canyon so narrow, deep, and labyrinthine
that we could barely even see any water in its depths (but we
could hear it just fine!). A daunting portage for a four-raft trip! But
fortunately for us, right where this feature occurs, the Argentinian

government had decided long ago to use the narrow gorge as a
spot to put a road bridge right across the river. With the help of
Luis, a nice farmer with a pickup truck who lived just upstream,
and our resupply vehicle that had come in with fresh meat and
veggies for the second week of the trip, we were able to easily
get the mostly-intact rafts loaded onto the trucks and drive them
around the gorge to a viable put-in. We also were happy to pay
Luis to slaughter and cook one of his goats for us, providing us
a proper Argentinian “asado” or barbecue, and a great cultural
exchange and experience of rural Argentine life.
After La Pasarela, we enjoyed a particularly scenic and fun Class
III-IV section of river in a canyon and gorge that was partly
lava and partly sandstone. In this section we stopped to scout
one of the toughest rapids, called Magma. Magma is a quick
constriction between the canyon walls that creates just enough
chaotic turbulence to flip a kayaker, but with only a couple of quick
swims and the loaded rafts sailing through upright we were able
to continue on our merry way.
On day nine, we arrived at the second difficult passage on the
river: Zampal. This one was a bit more normal in that it was “just”
a stompin’ Class V rapid, but similar in that it was also set in a long
black lava gorge, though wide enough for rafts to get through.
Nobody wanted to run the rapid, but instead of a full-on portage,
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Also like its US namesakes, the Río Grande/Colorado in Argentina
has great desert hiking off the river. Unlike the Grand Canyon,
however, the hikes aren’t really known, and we were effectively
exploring what the various side canyons and steep adjacent hills
had to offer. Like all river trips, we couldn’t explore every side
canyon we saw, but particularly those with water coming out
and intriguing-looking hills were explored, with mostly-rewarding
results of waterfalls, slot canyons, and big views (there are
basically no trees, so the views are almost always big). As we
were walking up one of the more intriguing-looking hills one of
our crew looked down and said, “Hey, check out this fossil!” and
indeed it was some sort of sea shell type of thing, similar to the
famous nautiloids in the Grand Canyon, only loose. We looked
around a bit more, and realized that the entire rocky surface that
we were walking on was…fossils!

These fossils literally carpeted the ground.
PHOTO BY ROCKY CONTOS
______________
this time we just portaged the kayaks and some personal bags
a few hundred yards while we set up to run the four rafts in a
“ghost boat” parade through the lava-gorge gauntlet rapid. The
ghost-boating involved a fair bit of coordination; not far below
the last rapid was a moving pool going past our little put-in beach
that ended at a vertical rock wall on our side, so the idea was to
have some of us in kayaks to push the rafts into the beach before
they drifted past, as well as people wading in the water to catch
the rafts that came within reach. The first raft through the series
of rapids came out upside down, and did indeed float a little past
the beach despite furious efforts by the kayakers. However, the
other side of the river was not walled in, and a quick directional
change and equally-furious paddling and quick rope work got the
raft out onto the other side, where it was re-flipped, and ready
for reloading.

Although the second half of the trip had no tributaries at all, on
day 12 we arrived at the confluence with Río Barrancas, a sizeable
tributary coming down from the Andes, increasing the flow in our
stream to about 3,000 cfs. It is here that the name of river changes
from Grande to Colorado. It is also here that the river gets pretty
flat and open, but still with an interesting hike or two before the
next access point. Here, on day 14, most of our group took out, but

Fortunately, the Argentine river gods decided that they were
content with having shown us what they were capable of, because
the rest of the boats drifted out of Zampal upright and it only
took a few moments of furious coordinated kayak bulldozing
to push the rafts into the range of the wading beach crew. So,
soon enough, we were re-rigged and back on the water, enjoying
another several days of incredible Class III-IV river canyon.

______________
Argentinian “Gauchos” (cowboys) scratch out a living ranching in the desert.
PHOTO BY ROCKY CONTOS
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This waterfall sits high up in a side drainage and
offers a great refreshing dip after a long, hot hike.
PHOTO BY ROCKY CONTOS

Rocky, his wife Barbara, and Fico took two rafts downstream to cover the next 130
miles through remote desert country to the town of Veinticinco de Mayo, a section
Rocky hadn’t done before. The rest of us bounced over a dusty gravel road for half
a day arriving back in San Rafael, where we were able to spend a day play-boating
on the Rio Atuel before making our way back to Mendoza and, eventually, home.
It’s not surprising that all the other continents have their own “Grand Canyons,”
and given the length, height, and burliness of the huge spine of the Andes coursing
between Chile and Argentina, that some of the world’s grandest canyons course
down off of them. If you’ve tried for years to get a permit for the USA’s Rio Colorado
via the lottery and failed—or you’ve been successful and been able to do a Grand
trip—Argentina’s Rio Grande-Colorado is a fascinating, adventurous, and very doable
option. Oh, and you don’t need to be turning 50 in order to check it out!
Some stats: We took 14 days to do 190 miles of Class III-IV river with one mandatory
portage and one Class V rapid. We dropped from roughly 7,200 feet to 2,600 feet in
elevation. There is a good access point midway through the trip, so it can be broken
up into an upper “Grande” and a lower “Grande-Colorado” section. Also, it’s possible
to continue for another 130 miles of easy river through open barren desert landscape,
including one enjoyable Class II canyon, to the first place the river is impounded by a
dam. Rocky prefers to refer to the river as “Grande-Colorado” to distinguish it from
the many other Río Grandes and Río Colorados that exist in Latin America (this is
the only one that changes names in that way). The entire system is threatened by
dams (see sidebar), but at this point you can still float from the headwaters at Valle
Hermoso over 300 miles down to Veinticinco de Mayo.
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WILD & SCENIC NOLICHUCKY

The mountains of North Carolina and Tennessee have hundreds
of dams, yet only a handful of protected Wild and Scenic Rivers.
These designated Wild and Scenic Rivers are beloved by locals
and visitors alike. There is a significant grassroots movement to
designate the Nolichucky River Gorge, between Poplar, North
Carolina and Erwin, Tennessee and the designation would ensure
the river is never dammed or diverted, and that its outstanding
scenic and recreational values will remain untarnished for
generations to come. Take action to help make a Wild and Scenic
Nolichucky at noliwildandscenic.org.
Photo by David House

a responsibility code
for river runners

m

PADDLE SMART

PADDLE PREPARED

• Paddle within your ability • Keep your skills
sharp • Communicate with your team on
the river • Think for yourself • Don’t let bad
decisions compound • Go big, but
come home safe

• Plan ahead • Consult existing
beta • Understand International Scale of
River Difficulty and your chosen river’s rating
• Carry proper equipment including medical kit,
spare paddle and emergency food/layers

PADDLE INCLUSIVE

PADDLE SAFE

• Share it • Everyone with the proper
skillset is welcome • Find a mentor • Be
a mentor • Acknowledge indigenous
stewardship and land • Be a positive
part of the community

• Wear your PFD • Carry a throw rope,
knife and other safety gear • Practice safe
river running technique • Set safety where
appropriate • Take a swiftwater rescue course
• Practice whitewater rescue skills regularly

PADDLE NO TRACE

PADDLE AWARE

• Leave no trace • Always be a river
steward • Use existing access areas, trails
and campsites • Pack it in • Pack it out • Use
restroom facilities or bring your own
waste disposal • Be aware of and
remove micro-trash

• Check weather and flow conditions • Check
for closures and river regulations • Know your
ability and your group’s ability • Understand
surrounding landscape and escape routes
• Research existing hazards, portages and
critical features

PADDLE RESPECTFUL
• Consider impacts to gateway communities • Consider impacts on other paddlers • Drive
slowly • Park in designated areas • Respect closures • Be friendly and represent the
whitewater community positively • Appreciate cultural resources but leave undisturbed

RIVER VOICES

FAVORITE RIVER: THE LOOP
___

The Loop is home to an annual race whose route
is a sort of loop of its own: from the put-in, just
below Ohiopyle Falls, to the bottom of Entrance
Rapid, then back upstream to the start.

Story by Scott Bortree, Photos by Josh Lawrey

Editor’s Note: Everyone is unique; every river is different. Is it any
wonder, then, that there is little consensus among whitewater
enthusiasts about which river is “best”? No, but as Scott Bortree
points out here, why not tell everyone else what you think makes
your favorite river the best. The case he makes below for the onemile “river loop” at the put-in for the Lower Youghiogheny River is
a great template for others to follow in celebrating their favorite
river. So send us a brief love note to your “best” river and some
cool photos, and perhaps someday you’ll have enough converts
to your views that we’ll finally be able to announce a consensus
best river in the country.

D

O YOU HAVE a favorite river or a particular section of a
river that is your favorite? I do, and I’m convinced that mine
is the best in the whole USA! I hope you feel the same way
about your favorite river. Let me tell you why the Loop section
of the Youghiogheny River in Southwestern Pennsylvania (more
commonly known as The Yough) is the best.

There are many factors that can make a great section of
whitewater great. Some are more important than others, and I
am sure there are aspects that I don’t place much value on that
might be for you. But here is my list and why I know my favorite
river section is the best.

1. HIGH QUALITY WATER. HOW CLEAN IS
THE WATER, AND WHAT ARE THE AVERAGE
WATER TEMPS?

The Yough is a pretty clean river. There is some agricultural waste
but not a lot of it. There is a little acid mine water, too, but again
not much. As for water temps, on the Lower Yough it is always at
least cool, and sometimes on the cold side, but never too warm.

2. HOW OFTEN IS THERE RUNNABLE WATER?

Some rivers only run after rain or snow melt. Some are damcontrolled for power generation and only have boatable flows for
a few hours per day or week. Then there are some rivers that have
flood control dams and some of these dams release water every
day, all day, at a runnable level, and you know what, the Loop is
one of the latter. Sure we do get some big water days here, and
yes there are now days when old guys like me have to drive 20
miles to the Cassleman when the Loop is too high for me. But for
you, well, for some of you the Yough is never too high. Yes, it can
get low, but not often is the river below 1.5 feet on the gauge.
However, it does happen. Even at very low flows the Loop is still
very boatable, and the water is always clean and cool. There may
be more rocks to deal with, but it is still fun.
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3. ACCESS TO RIVER. HOW DO YOU GET TO THE PUT-ON AND TAKE-OUT? HOW LONG IS
THE SHUTTLE? HOW FAR OF A CARRY IS IT TO THE WATER?

Since the Loop is a section of river flowing around a peninsula, the put-in is not that far from the take-out, so for most people there
is no car shuttle, or if you do shuttle it’s less than a half mile. The carry to the put-in is down a nicely paved path. The take-out is a bit
of a walk and, yes, it is mostly uphill, but it only takes less than ten minutes for most people. And here’s a big help for me: I paddle
a glass 22-pound boat. Yes, the carry out is a hike, but then you’re right back where you started and no gas was used.

4. CROWDS ON THE WATER

The Loop has a reputation of being very crowded, and I guess there may be some truth to that, but it is so easy, so very easy these
days, to paddle the Loop and see very few boaters on the river. Avoid putting in on weekends from 9:30 until 3:30 and it is extremely
unlikely you will feel like the river is at all crowded. In reality, if you put on after 1 PM the crowd is already downstream of you. Lately,
it seems to me like there are now far fewer boaters, and clearly fewer rafters. There are almost no rental rafts on the Lower or the
Loop. The commercial outfitters are now running mostly smaller, fully-guided trips and they just float on by and are gone. No more
trips blowing whistles and grouping up, mostly.

______________
Opposite: Top: Looking for grin-inducing mellow surf waves? The Loop provides them year-round.
Bottom: The Lower Yough, of which the Loop comprises the first portion, is home to a vibrant commercial
rafting industry.
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Kayaker: Shannon Finch | Middle Fork Salmon River, ID, USA | PC: Chelsea Cormack

Celebrating 50 Years
This collection features our commemorative 5 decades wave graphic on the Limited Edition HustleR rescue vest, the
new Limited Edition OM dry top (our homage to our founder Steve O’Meara) and the Kokatat X dewerstone Life
Short, a comfortable and sustainable new paddling short. Collection available January, 2021, in both men’s & women’s.

www.kokatat.com

STEWARDSHIP
5. SCENERY

Along with good water it is nice to paddle in a pretty place. The Loop is as pretty of place as there is on earth! Once you’re on the
water, there are almost no signs of anything but nature. The Loop has so much wildlife if you pay attention. Birds, fish, deer, bears,
snakes, Hellbenders, flowers, trees, laurel. The mountain laurel and hemlocks are overwhelmingly beautiful. It is as pretty as it gets.
At the take-out there is an old railroad bridge, now a bike trail, over 100 feet above the river.

6. WHITEWATER FACTOR

OK, this is tough to define and will be different for different folks, but here is what I think. The Loop has six good rapids and five
short pools. At normal summer water levels, between 1.5 and 3 feet, it’s a nice sort of technical Class III. The Loop can be way above
normal summer levels. At 3 feet it gets a lot more playful, at 4 feet it is getting a little pushy and now all of a sudden Entrance rapid
is a long swim. At 5 feet you had better be a solid Class IV boater. Once it gets over 6 feet, it is changing from technical to big water.
Above 10 feet the Loop is big water.
Well, those are some of the reasons I think the Loop is the best river section in the world. I hope others out there reading this will
have a river section that they know is the best, too. I like this little section of whitewater so much, and it’s so close to home for me,
that I run it fairly often and have done that for many years. Many years? Many Loop runs per year. It adds up to be close to or more
than 5,000 runs of this section alone. And every time I’m on the Loop, it is magic.

Like to take your time on the river? That’s fine, just
don’t show up during the hour each year when “Upstream Nationals” is taking place on the Loop.
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CELEBRATING SUE TAFT
___

By James Sindelar

I

WAS DEFINITELY not one of the whitewater pioneers, but I did
rub elbows and paddle with a lot of them. I owned a couple of
fold boats along the way, but started paddling whitewater in
the much repaired fleet of shoe keel Grumman aluminum canoes
owned by the University of Wisconsin Hoofers in the early 1960s.
There I met and paddled with Chuck Kaufman, builder/owner
of one of the first three fiberglass C-1s in the US. While at U of
Wisconsin, I built one of the first fiberglass three-hole Yugo C-1/
C-2s from their newly acquired mold, followed by a Czech C-2 and
then C-1s progressing from the first 80-centimeter Mendesta,
brought to America by Tom Johnson, to a couple of 70-centimeter
C-1s, and eventually a tupperware Gyromax. My first kayak was
an Old Town Hauthaway, followed by a Phoenix Cascade, epoxy
Bill Clark Mistle, Lettman Mark V, and then Tupperware Eclipse,
Corsica, Outburst, and most recently my Old Man boat, a light
composite Scott Bortree-modified version of a tupperware 79
Remix. Along the way, I spent three years paddling with Carl Trost,
Walt Harvest, Charley Martin, Jerry Meral and others in the San
Francisco Sierra Club RTS and Dick Schwind, founder and others
of the Loma Prieta Club. I participated in a couple of the last races
on the South Fork of the Feather as C-2 partner of Walt Harvest.

Alas, by the time her magnificent nearly 400-page book River
Chasers was released in 2001, I was some 1,000 miles from home,
family, and mail, taking care of parents in Wisconsin, so I never
got to see the finished product until last week, and since then, I
have not been able to put it down! I must say it is magnificently
done and any future efforts had best start where it ends, because
Sue has done everything that can ever be done before that and I
could find no errors or omissions! Thank you, Sue Taft!

After Iris and I, with baby son Chuck, moved to New England
in fall 1969 I paddled with the Boston AMC and KCCB for many
great trips with pioneers Ted Acton, John Urban, Jack Nevins,
Jack Pennell, and others. I was on a three-week open canoe first
descent trip led by Stew Coffin down the Romaine River in Quebec,
and a Cal Giddings led month-long 10,000-foot first descent of
the Apurimac in Peru, not to mention paddling many of the
classic Western rivers along the way—Middle, Main, and South
Fork Salmon, Selway, Encampment, Jarbidge-Bruneau, Animas,
Gunnison, Green, Grand Canyon, etc.
But by the time Sue Taft interviewed me in 1997, she already knew
all that stuff and a lot more, meticulously recorded during the
course of interviewing some 130 whitewater pioneers, movers
and shakers, in American whitewater history. Our sport owes her
a huge debt of gratitude for doing what she did when she did it,
as now, two decades later, something like half of the primary
sources she interviewed have passed on.
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SAFETY STORIES: THE HUMAN FACTOR
___

By Teresa Gryder

All humans, no matter how intelligent or
good-looking, are susceptible to bias and fallacy.

PHOTO BY TONY SHAW

Safety Editor’s Note: Teresa Gryder is a former river guide
and a whitewater paddler with decades of experience. For
the past few years, she’s been writing and creating safetyfocused events for the Lower Columbia Canoe Club. Her
work is so impressive that I invited her to share her ideas
in a regular column for the American Whitewater Journal.
Welcome, Teresa; AW readers, enjoy. You are in for a treat!
-Charlie Walbridge, AW Safety Editor

unconscious process, it’s quick, and it usually gets good results.
About 90% of our processing power is unconscious. When we’re
in a new situation, we usually use what worked in a similar
situation and keep going. If we don’t know how to deal with new
information, we ignore it and keep going. When heuristics lead
you down the wrong path and you don’t consciously realize it’s a
mistake, you’re in a heuristic trap. Most of the time you get away
with it, but sometimes you pay dearly.

HIS COLUMN IS about river safety. The topic that has
captured my interest lately is how we make decisions.
Humans are more intuitive and less rational than we like
to admit. We make default “decisions” all the time without even
knowing it.

I’m human too. I’ve made just about every bone-headed mistake
in the book, yet somehow I’m here to share my experiences.
I’m going to tell you a tale from back when I still thought I knew
everything and wasn’t so prone to thinking.

T

Heuristics is a fancy word for mental shortcuts. When you don’t
think too hard about a choice, you’re using heuristics. It’s an

At the time this story takes place, I lived in Flagstaff, Arizona.
While it’s the typical jumping-off spot for Grand Canyon trips,
there aren’t many other rivers around. Flagstaff sits at 7,000 feet
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on the side of a volcano. I was teaching kayaking in the swimming pool to a couple
of girlfriends at the time, but they wanted to get on a real river. Being a lifelong
river person, I wanted to take them.
My friend Cynthia had a boyfriend named Danny who she said was a boater. He
had tanned bulging muscles, a playboat, and sparkly helmet. He sounded like a
boater. We teamed up to take my two girlfriends and a teenage son down the
river. I thought that Danny would help me keep them safe.
We decided to run the San Juan from Sand Island to Mexican Hat. It’s a 27-mile
Class II run with a 20-mile shuttle. We thought we could do it in a day. I had done
that section before as part of a longer trip and it had been a snooze.
I remember walking out on the Highway 163 bridge to look at the river and hearing
Dina say, “It looks really high.” It did, but I reassured her “that’s a narrow spot”
and most of the river is wider and not so boily. We continued on to Sand Island.
While unloading we saw a giant tree float by with branches whipping. Dina was
worried about the flow. I was more worried about not having a permit but we
walked right past the ranger and the rigging rafts and shoved off.
We did all right, but it was stressful. We had a couple of swims and the flows were
high enough that it took a long time to get people and boats to shore and put
back together, but we had no injuries or lost equipment. Dina flipped over and
did her first, and last, combat roll. Danny turned out to be an advanced beginner,
barely keeping the playboat upright in splashy Class II. Needless to say, he was
no help in the rescues.
We made it to the take-out at dusk, dead tired. Neither of my girlfriends ever
went on the river again. We are still friends, but I lost some of their trust. Danny
and his muscles got dumped.
I fell into three main heuristic traps that day: the Expert Halo Trap, the Familiarity
Trap, and the Commitment Trap. There are many more traps but these are common
ones. The Expert Halo Trap is trusting someone, potentially with your life, when
they may not be able or interested in looking out for you. I trusted Danny. My
girlfriends trusted me. Those were mistakes.
The Familiarity Trap is when you expect a river (or anything else) to behave the
same way it has in the past. Rivers are notoriously changeable, and yet I fell for
the expectation that the San Juan wouldn’t be much different. I was wrong.
The Commitment Trap is refusing to change course when circumstances (like higherthan-expected water) indicate a revision to your plan. In this case we launched
on a flooding river with a pack of beginners. We should not have launched. That
we got away with it does not make it a smart decision. I’ll write more about this
in a future missive.
So, if you get that uneasy feeling that you might be making a bonehead mistake,
Stop and Think! By taking the time and mental energy to get analytical about your
choices, you can make better ones, and perhaps avoid a situation you could live
to regret.
To view our recent discussion about The Human Factor online, visithttps://www.
lowercolumbiacanoeclub.org/calendar-of-events/the-human-factor
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STAFF HIGHLIGHT:
THOMAS O’KEEFE
___

By Evan Stafford
HOW DID YOU GET INTRODUCED TO
PADDLESPORTS?

My parents had me in a canoe as early as I can remember. Our standard
family vacation growing up was a trip to the Adirondacks with a canoe
strapped to the roof of the car. Neither of my parents were big on hiking but
we all loved the water and had some good adventures growing up fishing
and exploring in our family canoe.

WHAT’S YOUR MOST EMBARRASSING
PADDLESPORTS MOMENT?

It was probably my first whitewater paddling experience. I was in Japan
and a friend offered to take me out paddling with the Japanese National
Team, which was training for the Barcelona Olympics. Although I grew up
canoeing, I had never actually paddled a whitewater kayak and certainly
nothing Class III or above. I assured my friend I knew how to kayak and how
to roll—with the confidence of a 21-year-old male—and then proceeded to
immediately flip when I launched and leaned upstream. I must have tried
to roll that kayak at least a dozen times before accepting the fact that I had
no idea what I was doing. My Japanese friends were impressed with my
swimming ability and I did an awful lot of it that day.

WHAT’S YOUR RITUAL BEFORE RUNNING AN
INTIMIDATING RAPID FOR THE FIRST TIME?

I survey the whole rapid, pick out my landmarks, and then take one more
look from the top to go through the mental sequence of waypoints that make
up the line. I really love exploring new places and figuring out new rapids.

WHO HAS INFLUENCED YOU THE MOST IN YOUR
PADDLESPORT CAREER?

I think about all the people who taught me my love for water: my parents,
who had me enrolled in an endless succession of swim lessons until I
ultimately became a water safety instructor and lifeguard, my swim coaches,
including my high school coach Rich Marchant, Chiharu Sao, who took me
on that first whitewater trip in Japan, Morgan Giddings, who taught me
how to safely run rivers, and Harry House, who introduced me to the joys
of whitewater in a C-2. There have been so many people along the way and
when it comes to it, the community is what it’s all about.

TELL US SOMETHING THAT FEW PEOPLE WOULD
KNOW ABOUT YOU.

I worked with a research team at the University of Tokyo to investigate the
ultrastructural basis of mitochondrial division in Cyanidiochyzon merolae
using an electron microscope. I have a fascination for microscopy and know
how to dissect micro crustaceans.
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Tom and C-2 mentor Harry House tackling the Grand
Canyon’s big waves.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THOMAS O’KEEFE
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WHAT WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN
WHITEWATER PROJECT YOU ENGAGED
WITH?

It was the Black River in Wisconsin. I had been paddling on flows
that were only available because the penstock was damaged
and the hydropower project that normally dewatered the
river was not operating. I learned that when the penstock was
reconstructed those flows we enjoyed were set to disappear. I
found out that American Whitewater had staff with the technical
resources to engage in the hydropower licensing process and I
began volunteering with the organization. A decade later I started
doing contract work in hydropower licensing and somehow it
turned into a full-time position.

RIVER CRAFT OF CHOICE?

I find myself in a kayak most of the time, but my favorite craft
is decked C-2. I don’t think there is anything more fun than
paddling with a good partner on a challenging river where you
work together efficiently as a team and have absolute trust in one
another. I had an opportunity to paddle the Grand Canyon in a
decked C-2 in 2006 and it remains one of my most memorable
river trips.

Making sure the volunteers are fed at Gauley Fest.
PHOTO BY MARK SINGLETON
______________

FAVORITE RIVER SNACK?

My usual snack is a Clif Bar in my PFD pocket but more recently I
have enjoyed carrying a stove and busting out a quick hot meal.
Usually I forget the stove, or the lighter, or the pot so it does not
always work out, but once in a while I pull it all together and it’s
always a crowd pleaser.

WHAT’S ON YOUR BUCKET LIST FOR AN
AMERICAN WHITEWATER ACHIEVEMENT?

Shortly after I moved to Washington State some friends introduced
me to the rivers of the Olympic Peninsula. I just love the big trees,
moss-draped gorges, challenging logistics (washed out roads,
unpredictable flows, etc.), and the adventure of it all. For the
past decade I have been a leader in the effort to permanently
protect these rivers as Wild and Scenic. I would love to see this
legislation passed into law.
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Tom’s a regular on Capitol Hill and his recent
testimony in Congress helped lead to the inclusion
of funding for the Forest Service, Bureau of Land
Management, and other river managing agencies in
the landmark Great American Outdoors Act.
PHOTO BY CALEB HARGETT
______________

Tom’s a big believer in visiting and enjoying American
Whitewater project success stories. Sending Oceana in
the Tallulah Gorge, one of AW’s first successful flow restorations below a hydropower project in the Southeast.
PHOTO BY EVAN STAFFORD
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YUKON RIVER QUEST
___

By Mike Meyers
Marathon race to the midnight sun,
canoe with Olympians? Sounds like fun. Whitehorse, noon, BANG! starts the gun!
Jostle with kayaks, voyageur canoes,
Austrians, Mounties and grandmas, too, paddlers abreast in a timeless test of spirit.
Nubile river giggles,
accepts your unoffered gift,
blossoms ominously,
Lady Lake LeBerge.
Thy will be done.
Wicked waves laugh as they
threaten to swamp you.
McGee’s laying odds
you’ll drown the first day.
Relentless wind pounces
from somewhere behind you.
You can’t see the swells
‘til you’re caught in their sway.
How much longer must you
paddle in the rain,
ignore incessant hunger,
resist emerging pain?
Stroke. Stroke. Scotty steers.
Outlet, midnight, river
twists, dusk soaks in.
Soul tired eyes shutter,
confluence shudders,
tipsy boat flutters,
swirls in the murk.
Sunken sludge poisons
flow just now unfrozen.
What have you chosen?
Feels too much like work.
Dig deeper, float higher
for mythical gold where
Klondike white glimmers
in pure blue above
Diamond Tooth Gertie’s,
and a cold one, or two.

______________
Midnight Sun, mile 382?
PHOTO BY DR. RICHARD SCOTT
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Finish Line, Dawson City, Mile 460, Race time 59
hours, 43 minutes, 28 seconds. (L-R) Mike Meyers,
John Tucker (support team), Scotty.

Late night, twilight.
Unseen rapid sings,
blind entrance wave train
you’re too far right!
Miss a low brace,
fear’s icy finger flips you off.
Miscalculation
tips dumps douses you.
Anger, frustration, humiliation
submerge you.
Hold onto your paddle.
Help pulls you in.
Reach for your partner.
Dry off. Try again.
So what if you lost it?
Don’t waste time seething.
You’re still breathing.
Lessons cost.

Afternoon, rain tapers.
At two hundred miles,
seven hour break,
hot shower, dry clothes,
a chocolate milk shake
and the best damn cheeseburger
you’ve ever tasted. Not even
the ketchup on the wrapper gets wasted.
Support Man John has tents set for sleep,
does laundry, packs the boat,
wakes you up with coffee.
Breakfast teriyaki, Power Bars,
push off, pastry pink sky,
burp, laugh.
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Sunrise, no wind, blue skies.
Ahoy there, Fort Selkirk.
This day holds promise.
Now what?
Belly explosions sap your strength.
Time crawls through your skin.
The race adds length.
Stroke when you can,
sleep when you must,
purge in the bushes,
your guts are a bust.
Beware the cosmic claim jumper
in her neon flash canoe.
Unexplored channels tease
easy ways through.
Dead water shelters offer
fragrant stagnation,
entangled time wasted.
Torturous main meanders north.
Upwelling fluid vortices dance,
energy boils off boulders below.
Surrender unbalanced to
mightier forces.
Return to the center,
relinquish control.
Early evening, Mile 360,
three hour break.
Milk allergy before,
rookie mistake.
Century plus to go.
Empty, weak, at least
you’re not dead.
Try some bread.
Float past the ashes
of past disasters,
bombastic volcanos,
lightning charred spruce.
Float into sunset,
midnight masterpiece,
pastel pulsations
on Sistine clouds.
Ethereal eyes
smile, dissolve.
Avian choir celebrates
redemption,
this moment’s perfection,

sacred solitude.
Relax,
observe,
yawn,
grace beckons,
illumines vision.
Enjoy the show.
Drift out.
Scotty strokes,
soars,
searches,
scores.
Drift back. Stroke. Back seizes focus
away. Twilight deepens.
Irrational shadows emerge.
Surreal estate turf wars
whisper, “What if?”
Flushes of fear, flashes of anger
surge down your spine.
Spectral falcon screams “Dreamer!
It’s your own damn fault.
Accept the blame.
Now pay the price.
You asked for this game.”
Embrace ecstatic hunger,
release exquisite pain.
Collapse on a crucifix of sand.
“Wake up”, Scotty boots. “Here’s the plan: sprint three hours,
make Dawson in sixty.”
After 400 miles, he wants to sprint?
Is that a maniacal gleam
or delusional glint
in his bespectacled eyes?
“Aw, what the hell, we might as well try.”
Race, between spasms,
as daylight grows.
Stroke, stroke, rest.
Stroke, stroke, rest.
Let your partner guide the quest.
Come ‘round a bend,
fierce headwinds stall.
Speed collapses. Give it all,
but you’re done.
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The author, somewhere between demoralized and
inspired, on the Yukon River.

PHOTO BY RICHARD SCOTT

Partner can’t do it alone.
So smile.
“Hey, Scotty,
look where we are.
It’s the freakin’ Yukon.
We’ve made it this far,
let’s just enjoy the ride,
put on clean clothes,
have a bite, glide.”
Sun warms.
Current glistens.
Savor fresh air.
Look.
Listen.
Caress the water.
Perfect each stroke.
Respect Her daughters.
After all,
you’re the joke.
Deep Mother River
carries the night.
What’s that in the sky,
shimmering white?
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KOKATAT CELEBRATES 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
___

PHOTO BY ROB LESSER

By Bethany Overfield

K

OKATAT, A POWERHOUSE in the paddlesport gear industry, is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. Steve
O’Meara started making gear for outdoor enthusiasts of all varieties in Humboldt County, California under the
Blue Puma trademark in 1971. His initial vision included creating outfitting that would enable people to spend
more time outside. After Steve was approached by some good buddies who were looking for improved paddling gear
for an upcoming expedition on the Alsek River in British Columbia, he pivoted, and the focus of the company became
outfitting paddlesport enthusiasts. Blue Puma became Kokatat—still situated in Humbold County—in Arcata, CA.
O’Meara takes great pride in the fact that their manufacturing remains local. “I’m so proud and humbled by our team
who has helped us build our business, brand, and our gear right here in Arcata,” said O’Meara. “If it hadn’t been for
that early Alsek expedition, I’m not sure we would have pursued the paddlesports category. I’m excited to see where
we go from here.”

Kokatat introduced its first drysuit in the late ‘80s, and 10 years later they were an early adopter of GORE-TEX waterproof
and breathable fabrics. “W.L. Gore and Associates is one of our oldest vendor partners,” added O’Meara. “Paddlers
depend on our gear to keep them dry in some of the world’s harshest water environments where it is literally a case of
life and death, and our designs paired with GORE-TEX or proprietary Hydrus fabrics deliver.”
O’Meara and his team have rolled out a number of limited-edition items to celebrate their 50th Anniversary milestone.
Kokatat has been a tremendous supporter of American Whitewater for decades and we’re happy to celebrate with
them this month!
______________
Opposite: Celebrating 50 years of Kokatat.
PHOTOS BY DANE JACKSON AND ROB LESSER
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AW PARTNERS

$7,500 - Class II

$20,000 - Class V

$5,000 - Boof

$15,000 - Class IV

$2,500 - Wave

$15,000 - Class IV
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Become a member of the American Whitewater Enduring Rivers Circle,
created exclusively to honor and recognize people who have helped to
continue our river stewardship efforts through a gift to
American Whitewater in their estate plans.
For more information about making a bequest to American Whitewater
CONTACT Bethany Overfield : 1.866.262.8429 or bethany@americanwhitewater.org

AFFILIATE CLUBS
AW’S ORIGINAL PURPOSE
BY BETHANY OVERFIELD
American Whitewater’s original purpose
since 1954 has included distribution of
information among its Affiliate Clubs. We
have over 100 current AW Club Affiliates
and they are all doing great work on your
behalf; if you don’t belong to a club,
consider joining one.

SUPPORTING AFFILIATE CLUBS
Alabama
Coosa River Paddling Club, Wetumpka
Alaska
Fairbanks Paddlers, Fairbanks
Arkansas
Arkansas Canoe Club, Little Rock
Colorado
Colorado Whitewater Assn, Denver
Dolores River Boating Advocate, Dolores

American Whitewater has two levels of
Affiliate Clubs - a Supporting Affiliate Club or
an Affiliate Club. Affiliate Clubs that choose
AW’s $100 annual level are recognized in
the AW Journal, on our website club page,
and in our annually published Honor Roll.
In order to be recognized at this level, a
Club needs to maintain an annual $100
contribution.

Georgia
Georgia Canoeing Association Inc, Winston

Affiliate Clubs that choose AW’s $400
Supporting Affiliate Club annual level are
recognized in the AW Journal, on our
website club page, and in our annually
published Honor Roll as well as being
listed as sponsors of an AW stewardship
presentation each year. In order to be
recognized at this level, a Club needs to
maintain an annual $400 contribution. A
Supporting Affiliate Club can revert to the
$100 Affiliate Club annual level at any time.
An Affiliate Club that is already being
recognized as an AW Lifetime member
is recognized in the annual Honor Roll
as a Lifetime member. They do need to
contribute either at the $100 or the $400
level annually to be recognized an as
Affiliate Club in the AW Journal and under
the Affiliate Club heading of the published
Honor Roll. Is your club missing from this
list? It might have expired. Contact me at
membership@americanwhitewater.org to
square your club membership away!

Kentucky
Bluegrass Wildwater Association, Lexington
Viking Canoe Club, Louisville

Royal Gorge River Initiative Org, Canon City
San Miguel Whitewater Asso, Telluride
Team Colorado Whitewater Racing Club,
Longmont
Upper Colorado Private Boaters Asso,
Glenwood Springs
Connecticut
Housatonic Area Canoe & Kayak Sq, Lakeville
Delaware
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)
Idaho
Idaho Whitewater Association, Boise
Indiana
Hoosier Canoe Club, Brownsburg
Ohio Valley Paddlers, Evansville
Iowa
Iowa Whitewater Coalition, W. Des Moines

New York
KCCNY, Brooklyn

Kentucky
Elkhorn Paddlers, Lexington

North Carolina
West Asheville Canoe and Kayak Organization
(WACKO), Asheville

Maine
Penobscot Paddle & Chowder Society,
Freeport

Ohio
Columbus Outdoor Pursuits, Columbus
Keelhaulers, Cleveland

Maryland
Baltimore Canoe & Kayak Club, Baltimore
Blue Ridge Voyagers, Rockville

Oregon
Oregon Whitewater Association, Tigard

Minnesota
Rapids Riders, Eagan

South Carolina
Foothills Paddling Club, Greenville
Palmetto Paddlers, Columbia

Missouri
Missouri Whitewater Association, St. Louis
Ozark Mountain Paddlers, Springfield

Washington
Paddle Trails Canoe Club, Seattle
Washington Kayak Club, Redmond
Washington Recreational River Runners,
Renton

Montana
Beartooth Paddlers Society, Billings

AFFILIATE CLUBS BY STATE
Alaska
Nova River Runners Inc., Chickaloon
Alabama
Huntsville Canoe Club, Huntsville
Arizona
Outdoors Unlimited, Flagstaff
California
Chico Paddleheads, Chico
Gold Country Paddlers, Placerville
Redwood Empire Paddlers, Santa Rosa
River City Whitewater Club, Sacramento
Shasta Paddlers, Redding
Smith River Alliance, Crescent City
Colorado
Diversity Whitewater, Fort Collins
Friends of the Yampa, Steamboat Springs
Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center, Buena Vista
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Nevada
Sierra Nevada Whitewater Club, Reno
New Hampshire
Ledyard Canoe Club, Hanover
New England Canoe and Kayak Racing
Association, Contoocook
New Jersey
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)
New York
ADK Schenectady, Schenectady
Kuyahoora Valley Paddlers, Middleville
Zoar Valley Paddling Club, Machias
North Carolina
Carolina Canoe Club, Raleigh
Landmark Learning, Cullowhee
Mind Body Play, Asheville
Ohio
Friends of the Crooked River, Akron
Oregon
Lower Columbia Canoe Club, Portland
Northwest Rafters Association, Roseburg
Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club, Portland
Willamette Kayak and Canoe Club, Corvallis

Pennsylvania
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)
Benscreek Canoe Club, Johnstown
Canoe Club of Greater Harrisburg, Harrisburg
Conewago Canoe Club, York
Keystone Canoe Club, Mertztown
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club, Lehigh Valley
Philadelphia Canoe Club, Philadelphia
Three Rivers Paddling Club, Bridgeville
Rhode Island
Rhode Island Canoe and Kayak Association,
Hope Valley
Tennessee
Chota Canoe Club, Knoxville
Clean Water Expected in East Tennessee,
Sevierville
East Tennessee Whitewater Club, Oak Ridge
Eastman Recreation Club, Kingsport
Tennessee Scenic River Association, Nashville
Tennessee Valley Canoe Club, Knoxville
Texas
Houston Canoe Club, Houston
Utah
High Jim and the A.S.K., Salt Lake City
Utah Whitewater Club, Salt Lake City
Vermont
Vermont Paddlers Club, Montpelier
Virginia
Blue Ridge River Runners, Lynchburg
Canoe Cruisers Association, Middlebury
Coastal Canoeists, Richmond
Float Fishermen of Virginia, Roanoke
Washington
Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club, Spokane
Yakima River Runners, Selah
Washington, DC
Canoe Cruisers Association
West Virginia
Dbl Z! Whitewater Club, Fayetteville
Friends of the Cheat, Kingwood
Mason Dixon Canoe Cruisers, Bolivar
WV Wildwater Assn, S. Charleston
Wisconsin
North East Wisconsin Paddlers, Inc., Neenah
Rapids Riders, Eagan
Sierra Club/John Muir Chapter, Madison
Wyoming
American Packrafting Association, Wilson
Jackson Hole Kayak Club, Jackson

DISCOUNTED AW
MEMBERSHIP
FOR AFFILIATE
CLUB MEMBERS
AW offers a discounted Affiliate
Club membership of $25, a $10
savings. If you are renewing
your AW membership or joining
as a new member, select the
Affiliate Club Discounted Personal
Membership online at http://
americanwhitewater.org/content/
Membership/join-AW/ Or, if you
are renewing or joining by mail or
telephone just mention the name of
the Affiliate Club you belong to and
you can take advantage of the $25
membership.
A list of AW Affiliate Clubs can be
found on our website at http://
americanwhitewater.org/content/
Membership/join-AW/. If you do
not see your Club listed here please
encourage them to renew their
Club membership or to join AW
as a new Affiliate Club. Your Club’s
membership and your personal
membership enable our staff to be
active and engaged in the process
of river stewardship. When you join
or renew your membership your
support is helping to meet the many
challenges whitewater rivers face.
If you have any questions about the
Affiliate Club membership, please
contact me. I can be reached at
866_BOAT-4AW or membership@
americanwhitewater.org.

Ontario
Guelph Kayak Club, Elora
Kawartha Whitewater Paddlers, Toronto
Ontario Voyageurs Kayak Club, Otonabee

JOIN AMERICAN
WHITEWATER AS
A
CLUB AFFILIATE!
10 REASONS TO JOIN AW
AS AN AFFILIATE CLUB
1.

Support river access and
restoration through the AW River
Stewardship Team.

2.

Be part of a national voice for
the protection of the whitewater
rivers your club values.

3.

Tap into the professional
expertise of AW staff for river
issues that come up in your
backyard.

4.

Your club’s members can become
AW members for $25. A $10
savings!

5.

Receive the American
Whitewater Journal, the oldest
continually published whitewater
magazine.

6.

Your club is recognized in the list
of Affiliate Clubs posted to the
AW website.

7.

Recognize your club in the list of
Affiliate Clubs noted in each bimonthly AW Journal.

8.

Post Club information on the AW
Website to help paddlers find
you.

9.

Gain Club satisfaction from
lending support to AW’s
stewardship efforts.

10. Improve your club members river
karma.
For more information, contact
Bethany Overfield at membership@
americanwhitewater.org or sign-up on
line at www.americanwhitewater.org/
membership.

National
Team River Runner
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The Strength of Our Voice
is Your Membership
Standard w/AW Journal
Family w/AW Journal
Ender Club w/T-Shirt
Platinum Paddler w/Hoodie
Explorer w/Watershed Bag
Lifetime
Steward w/$400 Kokatat Gift

$35
$50
$125
$250
$500
$1,000
$2,500

*Incentive gifts change from time to time, please check the

website for the latest rewards.

Join @ americanwhitewater.org/join
Donate @ americanwhitewater.org/donate

Membership Driven River Stewardship
americanwhitewater.org/join

Salmon River, ID – By Evan Stafford

s

Whitewater River Defenders
Since 1954

