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BIGGER AND BETTER IN 1992

(AULEY
FESTIVAL

Saturday, September 26, 1992

eLive Entertainment
es\Whitewater Marketplace
eSilent Auction

VValuable Prizes
s\Whitewater Videos
eFood and Beverage

Gatesopen at 4:30 p.m.
Proceedssupport AWA river conservation programs

At a new location:
Nicholas County Veterans Park
(acr osrom theSummer villeMcDonalds)
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2r You Can't Go Home
The Lower Yough was the first home for thousands of paddlers...but it's
hard to feel nostalgicfor a river burdened with new regulations

By CHRIS KOLL

34 In Search of a Dream
Was it just a dream of water nymphs--or was it the Siren's song luring
boaters onto the rocks?

By DAVID WALLACE

42 Big Water in the Heart of Texas
It's the oldest rule of Texas boating -- if you fiond water, boat it!
By CAROLYNPORTER

Departments

) Conservation

Relicensing uncovers another new whitewater river...FERC has its
wrist slapped...Controversial dam breaks after receiving FERC
approval...AWA welcomes Chile delegation...Inside the Beltway

16 Briefs
Ocoee Rodeo proves tremendous success...Biggest and best Gauley
Festival scheduled...French Broad River Days to contribute funds to

AWA
24 Safety
Even experienced boaters need strong leadership during rescue
situations
By WAYNE SUNDMACHER, SR.
a5 End Notes

What do you call a woman raft guide? A Rubber Maidl
By CARLA GARRISON

FRONT COVER: Youthfulboater surfs Swimmers
Hydraulic on the Lower Yough. Andyes, the boater did
observe the current boycottby putting on after three.
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A leader in whitewater instruction since 1972,
MKC offers highly persond instruction from
Beginner to Expert levels in both kayaking and
open canoeing - leading to diplomas
recognized world-wide.

Located on the Madawaska River, MKC
provides Bll equipment and transportation
during the course, as well as 8 creature
comforts of a vacationresort, including
delicious meds served op with old world
hospitdlity. And better yet, our rivers are
clean, warm and uncrowded.

Join directors Claudia and Dirk - national
whitewater champions - and staff for an
unforgettoble PADDLING VACATION!
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Realistic
expectations

Itwasaftermidnightandthe phone
was ringing. Not a good sign.

I couldtellrightaway by the sound
of my friend's voice that something was
wrong.

"Anold man had a heart attack at
the park today. We gave him CPR but he
didn't make it." And then, after a tearful
pause, “l don't understand... didn't we do it
right?" is

My friend, a young ranger, re- F-» 9 i
cently CPR certified, went on to describe -
the sad scenario. The park staff had followed the established CPR protocolto a T. But
the old man had not survived. Both my friend and her colleagues were certain that they
must have done something wrong.

A few days later, another call. One of my buddies was cruising our local river
and paddled onto the scene of a drowning, the result of a raftingmishap. My buddy, also
CPR certified, assisted in the resuscitation efforts.

"We did it just like they told us ... but he didn't make it. Why?"

And now there is the letter, published in the correspondence section of this
issue, from Dr. Eric Weiss and Dr. Henry Herrmann, two boaters who also happen to
be acknowledged experts in wilderness medicine, drowning and CPR. In their letter Dr.
Weiss and Dr. Herrmann take issue with some of the suggestions made by Wayne
Sundmacher, Sr. in an article which we published in the March/April issue entitled CPR:
When It's Better Not to Try.

It's a Rapid Education!

Inthatarticle Mr. Sundmacher statedthat while CPR is oftenan appropriateand
effective life saving tool, that under certain circumstancesin a wilderness setting it may
notbe worthwhile. Specifically, Sundmacher concludedthat CPR should notbeinitiated
in a wilderness setting if the victim's cardiac arrest is due to trauma, if the arrest was
unwitnessedandthe time of onsetis unknown, if the victim suffered cold waterimmersion
of greater than one hour, if advanced life support is more than one hour away or if the
evacuation will require a long carry out on a litter.

Weiss and Herrmannconcedethat under suchcircumstancesthere may belittle
hope of success, but argue that without CPR there is no hope at all. "Give it your best
shotl... Your paddling companions deserve a chance, evenin marginal situations."

So whois right?

Well, theissue of wildernessCPR has beendebatedin medicalcircles for some
time and the jury s still out. Weiss, Herrmann and Sundmacher agree that the likelihood
that CPR will work depends a lot on the baseline condition of the victim of the cardiac
arrest as well as upon the circumstances under which it is administered. And because
there are so many variables and because it is next to impossible for one individual to

Continued on page 4
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P URPOSE |

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a
membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe
club affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protectand enhance the recreational
enjoyment of whitewater sports in America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides
information and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
monitorspotentialthreats to whitewaterriver resources throughits “River Watch” system,
publishes information on river conservation, works with government agenciesto protect
and preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local
groups regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual
awardsto individualsto recognize exceptional contributions to river conservationand an
annual"hydromania“awardto recognize the proposedhydroelectric power project which
woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests and festivals to raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
Gauley River Festivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater
boaters in the nation, other than at international racing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater
accidents, and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers
(the International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA
Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri
non-profitcorporationlawsin 1961 and maintainsits principalmailing address at PO Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The
charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and
preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the
wilderness character of waterwaysthroughconservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife,
and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness
cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Exceptfor membership services andthe Executive
and ConservationDirectors position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, are handled by volunteers.
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| "GORILLA® is an adrenaline charged film which documents the

| running of North Carolina’s Green River Gorge This potentially
fatal section of whitewater callcd BN Narrows® mmm untii recently
thought to be unrunnable

Follow Forrest and Wil Callaway, Bob MitTionnough, Toth Vicnius,
David Benner, and others down this ominous journey many consider
foolhardy Discover why these hairboaters find this dangerous nver
80 irresistible

Producer/Director Terry Shicls' dramatic point of HEM pictures let
you expenence vicariously the achievements of these daring few in g
12 1/2 minute film that is redefining the realm of possibility in
whitewater sport.

T& gel @ VIIS of "GORILLA" send $19.95 + $3.00 postage and
handling to:

| TERRY SHIELS
704 529-1052

Sk

1101 SEWICKLEY DRIVE  CHARLOTTE, NC 28209

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers. Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYN PIKE. PENLLYN, PA 19422
215-646-5034




LETTERS

Forum..continued

collect a large enough series of patients to be statistically valid, this question will
probably not be resolved soon.
So | can't offer an easy answer, just some observations.

— : [ First and foremost, when CPR works and a life is saved, it is a wonderful
LEARN-TO-KAYAK | thing. Ahuman beinghas literallybeen snatched fromthe jaws of death. This does

A week of kayakinstructionina who utilize it deserve to know that it doesn't always work.
Vgcggl?n atmc(gjherecoul;jl .beJL% the Medical personnellearn early in their careers that CPR has limitations, but
reak you need. Our quality 5-Ogy lay people often walk away from CPR courses naively convincedthat aslong asthey

inﬁ[)%%(?gggl} ?g &g?;llgstl;gof adhere to the protocolthey have been taught, that the victimis guaranteedsurvival.

| I happen... | have seenit happen... but, unfortunately, it does not happen every time.
W E E K | Sadly, in a wilderness setting most of the time the victim dies in spite of our best
| efforts. This does not mean that CPR is not a good thing. It just means that those

I

| whitewater and the paiidlimg fraternity. Then, whenthey are confrontedwithareallife cardiacarrestthathas afatal outcome,
Adult beginner and intermediate they blame themselves. Instead of feeling good about what they tried to do, they feel
coursesinclude kayak, paddling gear, guilty. That is a shame, because giving CPR inevitably involves some personal
5-day medl program,camping, resort discomfort; it is not usually a very pleasant experience.
facilitiesand instruction. In fact, I've heard two concerns commonly expressed about giving CPR. |
Season: Mon-Fri; June-Angrist Oneis that the rescuer might somehow contract a disease fromthe victim, especially |

Cost: $424 (¥377US)
Couples Rate: $399(°355UYS)
. Weekend kayak clinicsalso available.

Wilderness
Tours

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario KQJ1C0
| CANADA (613) 646- 2291 fax 646- 2996 |

AIDS. Well, AIDS is a serious problem, one that | don't intend to trivialize; but less |
than one in two hundred Americansis infected with the virus. And considering the |
demographics of the disease and the demographics of whitewater enthusiasts, I'm
sure that the odds that a victim of a whitewater accident are HIV positive are even |
less. Besides, evenin the event that a victim was HIV positive, it is unlikely that the |
disease would be transmitted through simple oral contact.

The other concernis that somehow the victim's heart will be restarted, but
thathe or she will surviveinapersistentvegetative state. A situationwherethe victim

might be "better off dead".
Whilel can't say thatthis never happens, | can say thatitis extremelyrare.

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST Mostindividuals who receive CPR, especially in a wilderness setting, either recover

COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP completely or die. iy . .
R —— But ultimately the decision to give CPR is a personalone. Unfortunately,
Located in the Heart of the itis a decision that must be made quickly, since unless CPR is initiated promptly, it
New & Gauley Rivers can not be effective. There is no time to check the Topc maps, to survey the

surrounding countryside or to debate the situation with others in attendance. If you
are going to give it, you need to start it right away.

: . ) In general, | think that Weiss and Hermmann are right; although the odds
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle, of being saved by CPR in a wilderness setting are admittedly small, small odds are
Extrasport, North FPace, Teva, Alps, better than no odds at all. Nothing ventured, nothing gained

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE! . AN o ) 9 )

Besides, CPR isn't just for the victim. Even if it doesn't work the rescuers
will live with the satisfaction of knowing that they tried, rather than with the fear that
they might not have done everything they could. And the victim's family will
doubtlesslyfindit easier to deal with their loss if they know that everything humanly
possible was done to save the person they loved.

Both Mr. Sundmacher and Drs. Weiss and Herrmann have raised valid
points, points that should stimulate further discussion and consideration within the
boating community.

I only hope that this discussion results in more realistic expectations
regarding the use of CPR in a wilderness setting. Bob Gedekoh

| . believe thatmore whitewater boaters should

NORTH AMERICAN ! GﬂﬂﬂEi"ﬂlﬂg CPH become proficient in resuscitation tech-
RIVER RUMNNERS, INC niques. However, we feel that there are a
On U.S. Route 60, 7 Mile Dear Bob, fewmisconceptionsinthe article that should
East of US. 19 Intersection be cleared up. A minor factual error is the
We are writing concerning the | definition of "coldwater" as being below 70

article CPR: When It's Better Not to Try | degreesFahrenheit. The WildernessMedi-

(March/April 1992). We were very happy | cal Society defines "cold water" as that
1 -ﬂﬂﬂ'-ﬂ 5“' 2535 to see the subject of CPR addressed, and | pelow 10 degrees C. (50 degrees F.)

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,




A common misconception per-

petuatedby the article is that victims of the
sortof accidentsdescribed (@- 15 minutes
in 10 degree C.water) willbe hypothermic.
True hypothermia (lowered core tempera-
ture) takes along timeto develop-aboutan
hour in ice water. Therefore, unless the
victims were already hypothermic before
theiraccidents, hypothermia, reducedheart
rate, and difficulty in finding a pulse would
not be of concern.

An unfortunate use of statisticsis
found in the following paragraph begin-
ning:

"Statistics show that un-
der normal circumstances, a victim who
receives CPR within four minutes of car-
diacarrestandreceivesadvancedlife sup-
port within the following eight minutes has
a 43% chance of survival...”

The problem is that "under nor-
mal circumstance" the victim is an older
person with severely clogged coronary ar-
teries, who has just suffered a massive
myocardialinfarction (death of a significant
amount of heart muscle). CPR will not
restart the heart of this type of victim, and
even with the immediate intervention of
high techmodern medicine, the prognosis
is poor. Contrast this type of victim with a
whitewater paddler in a near-drowning
accident. Our "typical"paddleris younger,
healthier, and until justmoments agohada
perfectly normal heart. If the rescuer can
just get some oxygen to that heart, it may
well begin cycling on its own.

We also have adifference of opin-
ion philosophicallywith the article. To sum
up our basicthinking: Give it your bestshot!
There are two reasons for this. First, your
paddling companions deserve a chance,
evenin marginalsituations. Do notletlong
immersion times stop you from initiating
CPR. The longest documented submer-
sion followed by complete neurologicalre-
covery (no brain damage) is 66 minutes.
Do not let the prospect of a difficult evacu-
ation hinder you either. Try CPR for 15-20
minutes at the accident site, if the victim
does not recover spontaneous breathing
and circulation, discontinue efforts. Re-
member, even if CPR has little hope of
success, without CPR the victim has no
hope at all.

The secondreasonto try CPR is
thewelfareof therescuers. As statedinthe
article, you should never endanger your-
self with a foolhardyrescue attempt. How-
ever, anyone involved in this type of situa-
tion will later experience Post Traumatic
Stress Syndrome and associated guilt. A
rescuer who feels he/she has done every-

LETTERS

thing possible is going to feel better about
whathappened, thansomeonewho spends
the rest of their life thinking "If I had only
tried...”

Sincerely,
Henry J. Herrmann,
Dentist, CPR Instructor
Eric A. Weiss, M.D.
Emergency Physician
Wilderness Medicine Instructor
EMT Instructor

D.M.D.

Editor'snote: Thanksto Dr. Herrmannand
Dr. Weiss, both acknowledgedexpertsin
the fieldofwildernessmedicineforsharing
theirthoughts. Foramore detaileddiscus-
sionofthisissue, turnto the editorialonthe
inside cover of thisissue.

Where's the shirt?

Dear Editor.

Insearchof "Boat People--A Way
of Life" t-shirt as printed on the backcover
of May/June Journal. Any help appreci-
ated.

L Granger
8718 White House Rd.
Greenville, SC 29611

(Dear L.--The shirt in question was last
seen on the back of Tom, a boatman for
MokiMac Expeditions--thecompany char-
tered to support a Friends of the River
kayak trip down the Grand Canyon. Tom
was a well-traveled whitewater person
alityand he could have picked it up any-

where. However--heis a boatman..if you

can find him you could probably trade a
case of beer or a bottle of scotch for the
shirt.)

Forget the pirates

AWA Editor:

I don'tunderstand...Piratesonthe
Kennebec. So what's the big deal? Isn't a
river a free flowing body of water open to
the public? Why does one group of river
enthusiasts have to point their finger at
another in blame? Who is this Tom Chris-
topherguyanyway;acommercialraftowner
who lost 10% of his potential revenue?
Poor money hungry baby! They charge

**.C8me visit aur new outpost on thé:banks

d the Nantahala River, in North Carglina.
Test drive THE BEST an oufigight-raile
while-water track. Youlll enjoy finding out
why a custom+buitt and outfitted,
ready-topaddle Whitesell Cance is still your
best bet for maximizing your ability an all
dasses d whitewater.

Call (404) 325-5330 for more info
and our free video.

canees dy

hitesell..

2362-A Dresden Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341

What's Up?

Water level readings from selected

North American river level gauges are

"up on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite hoating

spots, and more you haven't explored |
yet, may be "up too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by

calling Waterline while you're planning |

your next river adventure. |

Readings are updated continually 24

hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call toll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everything you need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for

today's river levels.
“Live" reportmg starts approximately 3/15/92

aahadushadnshadunhadunhud

1-800-945-3376
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An Incredible River.. . The Narrows of the Green
300 cfs of water pumping througha tight, undercut,

tree-filled gorge with agradient that exceeds 500
feet per mile in sections.

An Incredible Summer.. . Summer of 1991
ForrestCallaway, Bo Eakens, Doug Wellman, and
other expert kayakers tackling the Dirty Dozen
rapids. David Simpson providingan awesome dis-
play of openboat steepcreekin’. And Corran Ad-
dison running the Narrows without a paddle!

An Incredible Video. .. Green Summer

20 minutes of extremecreek boating action on the
Narrows of the Green. Allaction, no talk.. .with
greatmusic to add to the excitementt

For a VHS copy, send $21.95 plus $3.00 shipping
and handlingto:
Wayne Gentry
Rt. 2,252 Deer Creek Trail
Hoschton.GA 30548
(404) 654-2725

J
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people $75 a day to raft--isn't that enough
income to satisfy them? On every river
there are “Pirate Rafters,"butthisis America
where we are free to choose whichever
rafting outfit they want and if the glorious,
first class, big name outfitters can't com-
pete with Joe Schmoe Pirate, maybe they
ought to look at their own businesspolicies
instead of complaining to Central Maine
Power and raising their ire. Because Cen-
tral Maine Power isn't the "Bad Guy" but if
those damnrafters can't stop fighting about
there diddly squat 10%thanall of us private
boaterswillgetnailed. I've neverraftedand
have no desire to get mixed up in their
mess--but | love the Kennebecand paddle
it 2-3 weekends each year (hardboating)
anddon't wantto seeit spoiledwitha head
fee justbecausea bunch of raft companies
can't work together. Anyway...| love AWA,
read it cover to cover and maybe we'llmeet
at Magic or Hell Hole some day!

Sincerely,
Heidi Dameisen
Mars Hill, NC

(Editors note: Well, Heidi, there are good
pirates andbadpirates--and while 'm not
inapositiontocondemnthemall, there are
|_somerealreasons whyboaters should be
concerned about pirate activity: 1. Many
rivers have limits on the amount of com-
mercial activity allowed. Pirates gain ac-
cess under the guise of being "private"
rafters thus avoiding these commercial
quotas. That means the river is more
crowded. 2 Pirates are often low-key op-
erations without the safety back-up pro-
videdbyregularoutfitters. Accidentsmake
regulatorsanxious--andthatmeanstrouble
for everybody. And when private entities
(like power companies) own the access,

litigationfroma death orinjury couldresult
in closing the gates to all. 3. Commercial
outfittersusuallypay fees andtaxes for the
right to make a profit running the river.

Pirates dont. Commercial outfitters usu-
ally are forced to carry certain insurance
coverage andemploy licensedguides. Pi-
rates arent. Commercial outfitters often
contribute to the improvement of launch
facilities. Piratesjust sneak on)

To help or not |

Dear Chris,

I would like to respond to Charlie
Walbridge's article, "To Help or Not to
Help...That's the Question," in the May/
June 1992 issue of the journal.

I was the "good samaritan" who
assistedin the ill-fated canoe pin recovery
on the Middle Fork River in West Virginia.
I came upon the scene shortly after the
canoewas solidly pinned. Two members of
their party remained frozen in their boats
above the pin; one never left his kayak the
entire thirty minutes it took to extract the
boat.

It seems that when | arrived on
the scene, no one, not even Charlie
Walbridge, had the foggiestidea of how to
extract the boat. | was the person who
crossed the pinned canoeto cleat the rope
to the upstream edge so Charlie could set
up the double-z. Where I hurt the rescue
attempt was when | tried to lift the canoe
higher on the rock it was securely pinned
on before the double-zwas in place, caus-
ing the boat to shift and begin to crack.
Charlie failed to mention that when the
double-z was in place with three strong
men pulling on it, applying tremendous
force, the boat totally crumbled, folded and
tore. It was evident the canoe was a goner
long before | arrived on the scene, despite
the efforts of Charlie Walbridge, prince of
river rescue.

| feel bad for the paddler who lost
her boat, however, it is inexcusable that
she left her trashed canoe littered on the
pristine river bank.

I am generally not one to criticize
otherboaters'judgement; l have donemore
than my share of solo boating and hair-ball
creeks and rivers. | also boat the Middle
Fork over fifteen times a year, frequently
with other kayakersand occasionallyalone.
If Charlie Walbridge is concerned about
the safety of my solo boating, | am equally
concernedabouthis wisdom of takingopen
boats down a low-level technical river with
novice kayakers.

I think it is fine for boaters to test
their skills on difficult rivers, but when they
runinto trouble, itis wrong to criticize those
who offer to help. Fortunately, it was only a
boat that was lost and not a life.

Sincerely,
Paul M. Brager
Clarksburg, WV

IKs...not duckies

Dear Editor,

When my eyes first caught a
glimpse of an article title in your March/
Aprilissue with the words "Steep Creekin’
by Duckie," | was elated. That is, until |
realized it was only a video review. As an
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inflatable kayak aficionado, | have beer,
eagerly awaiting the moment when [Ks
would finally get some respectin the pad..
dling community. No such luck.
AsanintermediateIK paddler who
has been on guided steep creek descents,
and who is currently in the market for a
boat, I am hungry for information about
how Iks compare to hard boats withregard
to safetyand performance, whattheir limits
are,andwhichmodelsare best. | hopel will
begin to see some articles in American

Whitewater that give IKs the attention they: |

deserve.

Part of the problem is the insis-
tence on calling these things “duckies.”
While hard boaters relay stories of things
they didin their "Crossfire", "Invader"or “T-
Canyon" kayak, IK boaters consistently
have their accomplishments marred by a
termthatbelongsonapondorinabathtub.
If that wasn't bad enough, we also have to
deal with the label "geek boat". While the
“Thrillseeker” is apparently eroding some
of those misguided perceptions, publica-
tions like yours could do even more.

I'm sureif you conductedasearch
of yourreaders'homes you would discover
thatmany of them have, buriedand hidden
in some corner of their garage, an Inflat-
able Kayak. Once found, they may claim
it's a rubber duck that they play with in the
tub, don't believe it. They keep that IK for
those times of low water when their hard
boatcan't cutit. Besides, we allknow atrue
paddler wouldn't be caught dead sitting in
a tub.

David Jenkins
Silver Springs, MD

(editors note:  Neither Bob or I paddle
duckies, er...I mean--IKs, so we aren't re-
ally qualifiedto write a storyregardingtheir
use. However, we're alsoaware thatpeople
are boating some extreme stuff in
Thrillseekersand we'd welcome submis-
sions (with pictures) for publication.

Does American Whitewater con-
sideran /K a “geekboat?"Hell, no! Thatis,
unlessit's being paddledby a geek--and
because duckies are easier to firstpaddle
thanahardboat, manyare. But you'll have
no arguments from us thatin the hands of
anexpert, [Ks are definingthe cuttingedge
in today's steep creekin’)

|" ~ ADDRESS EHAHGE"_

' |

~ Letters to the editor should be

| malled to Chris Koll, 352 Cameco
Cl:u_‘:lu, Uwrpaul Fl"l"_ff-l' !

" T

KEEL-HAULERS OUTFITTERS

«FERCEFTHIN=HYDRA=FRUIN=HARMOMNY - MOHAWE
S ARDNA - BOLY GLOVE-BERMLDES HFLLY Hasdnin

KOEATAT-SILVER CREEK-EXTRASPORT -SEDA
~-DISCOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE-

-CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALDG-

10940 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070
(216) 779=4545

. The Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded
fromHTP —Ihe finest High Molecular Weight

Polyethylene. I stiffness and durability te-

gether wilh our true Keyhole cockpils and

collision plate loolbraces set a

sandapd - —=T—————— _ "

The Finest Kayaks Around the World g comaen

Predictable and responsive,
., the T-Canyon offers optimum
. . safety and performance for evepyope
from steep creek boaters to beginners.
A joy to paddle on any adventure.

Invader

The HOT playboat for the new
fezade is available in either light
ar exlren e configurations. Unmatched
g, yet very comfortable onthe
ug: Simplythe best playboatthere is.

opolino-Duo
The worlds first whitewater K2
playboat. It surfs and rolls like a single.
Gireat for prmeriteams. Coupies and gulding
novices. You can fall in Jove with a Topo-Duo.

For information on these boats and the rest
of the Prijon line, call or write: (303) 444-2336
Wildwasser Sport USA, Inc. P.O. Box 4617, Boulder, €0 80306
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AWA supports
Chilean efforts P
to save Bio-Bio g
whitewater

The effort to protect -

the Bio Bio River in Chile has
been gathering steam. The
Bio is threatened by plans of
the gigantic Chilean electric
company, Endesa, to build 6
huge new hydroelectricdams.
The first two of these, the
Pangue and Ralco dams,
would destroy most or all of
the world dass whitewater of
the Bio Bio. The company is
seeking funding from the
International Finance Corpo-
ration (IFC), an arm of the
World Bank in Washington,
D.C., to build the first of these
6 dams (the Pangue Project).
IFC decisions are made by a
Board of Directors drawn from
the industrialized nations
which provide money to the
bank.

Accordingto AWA
Conservation Director, Pope
Barrow, the AWA will be
using a grant (provided by
Yvon Chouinard of the
Patagonia clothing company)
to support efforts now being
made in the U.S. andin Chile
to protect the Bio Bio as a
free flowing river.

The Bio Bio, located
in central Chile, is recognized
as one of the four or five most
outstanding- and most
imminently threatened- rivers
in the world.

At areceptionheld in
Washington, D.C., on May 19,
1992 to introduce Chilean
activists to IFC officials and
US-based environmental
groups, Pope Barrow, AWA
Conservation Chairman,
presented a $500 check and
an IBM computer to Juan
Pablo Orrego. Mr. Orrego

represents El Grupo de

Accion por El Bio Bio (Bio Bio '

Action Group) based in
Santiago, Chile. Orrego said
that the assistance will be
used to "increase public
awareness in Chile of the
ecological importance of the
Bio Bio and the destructive
effect which the dams will
have on indigenous people in

~the Bio Bio region.”

Barrow told the IFC
officials asembled at the
reception that the Bio Bio is
"an ecological treasure, a
world famous recreational
attraction, and a rich store-
house of biodiversity." Barrow
said "Money from the U.S.
and other developed nations
should not being used to lay
waste to such a precious and
irreplaceable natural re-
source."

Jose Antolin Curriao-
Pincholet, a traditional
Pehuenche Indian leader
accompanied Mr. Orrego on
his visit to Washingtonin
June. The two men met with
IFC officials to explain the
plight of the Pehuenche
people. Pehuenche Indians
have livedin the Bio Bio
valley and neighboring
regions in the high Andes for
centuries. They are depen-
dent for their survival, and for
the survival of their traditional
way of life, on harvesting
pinion nuts from arare tree,
the Araucaria, which grows
only in this region. According
to Mr. Curriao-Pincholet, the
proposed hydropower dams
would destroy the traditional
Pehuenche way of life.

Director Pope Barrow.

by RICH BOWERS
Conservation Program
Director

We didn't really
expect this, and wa have ma

idea where it came froml
Perhaps due to pressure from

the Congressional level
(please see Oversight brief),

pressure from environmental
and recreationinterests, or a

recent profoundreligious
experience, btit the Federal

Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) seems to be

Chilean delegationof Carolina Morgado, Jaun Pablo Orrego
andJose Antolin Curriao-Pincholetare shown sites by AWA

New whitewater
made possible
withrelicensing

taking this relicensing, and
recreationinterests seriously.
In our last update,
the AWA reported that
hydropower developers were
showing a dismal concern for
the opportunities available
through this process, and
were defending their bottom
line at all costs. However,
responses from the FERC @&
AWA study requests indicate
that the FERC has seen
through this smokescreen,
and that recreation (i.e.
whitewater) issues will be



given their due.

To their credit, the
FERC staff has really taken a
dose lookat each study (a
real job considering that they
received over 800 requests),
and in several cases to date
have demanded that the
developer create an expert
evaluation team to conduct
whitewater feasibility and flow
studies. AWA members will
be included on this
team.

Unfortunately, this
does not guarantee
whitewater at these sites, but
only sanctions a test. Histori-
cally, much of the good work
accomplished by the FERC
staff has been flushed down
the tubes at the FERC
Commission level.

In the article "Water
will rise rapidly”, May/June
Journal, AWA member Mike
Sklavos provided a great
example of the gains possible
through this relicensing.

To date, bypassed
river channels on the
Nisqually River (WA), the
New (VA), and the Bear (UT)
have been targeted for
whitewater testing.

Inearly June,
AWA's regional coordinator
Charles Ware and | visited the
Buck project site in Virginia.
After some serious
map referencing, we found
the project, and learned that
previous weekend flooding
had blown out some of the
flash gates, and that the
historicriver channel was
cranking. Eager to bag a
possible “first descent”-
(perhaps the first to run thisin
the last fifty years?) we made
a dash past the local fishing
interests, braved the
forest growing in the channel,
and found an ... interesting
class H run!

Actually, with less
water (the developer will
never be able to release this
volume of water) this could
prove to be a good two
to three mile technical run.

As this journal goes
to press, | will be joining

| regional coordinator Man Lutz

and others to inspect the
bypassedchannel on the
Nisqually River in Washing-
ton. And plans are currently
being made to look at the
Bear River in Utah.

The next step is for
the AWA, and all other
interested paddling dubs and
individuals, to intervene in the
projects which affect their
recreation resources. The
AWA will be contacting
members and affiliated clubs
to create a coalitioninterven-
tion for each relicensing. To
date, intervention deadlines
impacting whitewater have
been set for the Deschutes
Project (OR) July 9, Stillwater
(ME) July 22, Pine Project
(WI) August 3,1992 and
Ripogenus Gorge (ME) for
August 21, Buck (VA) August
17.

Please don't wreck
our euphoric state of mind
with hundreds of letters to the
editor, describing how you
boat this New River bypass
every day. But please do
contact me, | could really use
additional info on this stretch
as | prepare for dealing with
the applicant on whitewater
feasibility and flow tests.

— CONSERVE

Buck Hydro tailrace on the New River

Rich Bowers surfs a small wave below Buck Dam

Auburn Damraisesits ugly head again

River groups,
including the AWA, American
Canoe Association and
America Outdoors, have
banded together to oppose
the most recent version of the
Auburn Dam pork project in
California. The Army Corps
of Engineers, and several
members of Congress, are
proposing an expandable
dam project to protect the City
of Sacramento from future
flooding, through the 1992
Water Resources
Development Act.

Rather than a good
side/bad side story, this
project is Bad-Bad and Bad!
First off, this project, with a
total projected cost approach-

~ing $700 million, will not

achieve its design goal of
providing flood control.
Second, this 425 foot high
dam would periodically flood
more than 34 miles of the
upper North and Middle
Forks of the American River,
which offer the most popular
intermediatefcommercial
whitewater segments. This
would affect over 50,000
recreationalusers (including
boaters) to this area each
year.

Finally, the future
expansion of this project
could affect seven separate
whitewater runs (dass [I-V),
roughly sixty-eight prime
whitewater miles in the upper

American River watershed.
These runs include areas of
the North and Middle forks
that the

Bureau of Reclamation has
concluded are "nationally
significant and meet the
criteriafor the establishment
of a [National Recreation
Area).", and the outstanding,
and federally protected, Wild
and Scenic segment of the
North Fork.

For additional
information, please contact
Friends of the River in
Californiaat (916) 442-3155,

' or Rich Bowers (AWA) at

(301) 236-0436.
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Congressslaps FERC'swrist

'_'Iflfmﬂtﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬂﬂr Thal this agency needs

On May 15,1992 the
Environment, Energy, and
Natural Resources Subcom-
mittee (House Committee on
Government Operations),
conducted an examination of
the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission's (FERC)
hydroelectricity program.

If you are ever
invited to attend such a
hearing as the guest of honor,
we recommend that you plan
to take an immediate vacation
to a country with no extradi-
tion proceedings. Even with
the FERC as the recipient of
Congressional attention, it
was not a pretty
sight.

Pressure came from
three levels: The Congres-
sional panel, lead by Chair-
man Mike Synar (D-OK),

—hd_'rg'lﬂlprwﬂl.ﬁr

Environmental concerns,
representedby FERC expert
John Echeverria, and by
various federal and state
agencies.

In addition to the
overall beating given to the
FERC during this hearing,
several specific problems
were discussed which impact
on river use and health:
FERC's general dismissal of
agency requests and recom-
mendations, excessive delays
and costs with respect to
environmental review, and
FERC's ability or willingness
to adhere to the spirit of the
Electric Consumer's Protec-
tion Act, which directs this
agency to address "equal

mﬂmn-—--—-

consideration” on non-~power
(including recreation) uses of
a hydro project.

Marc Gerstman,
Deputy Commissioner and
General Counsel for NY
State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation,
described FERC's relation-
ship with his department as
"extremely formal, convoluted
and litigious." And Lorraine
Bodi, Co-Director for Ameri-
can Rivers, NW Office,
considers "FERC's handling
of fish, wildlife, and recreation
issues to be abysmal." This
experience offers an apt
description of all environmen-
tal/recreation interactions with
the FERC, and provides a

Hesigns

good explanation as to why
the general public finds it
impossible to become
effectivelyinvolved in this
process.

While this hearing
representedonly a slap on
the wrist to the FERC, it did
provide notice that this
agency needs to change its
process, or ultimately turn
over its responsibilities to a
more sensitive agency. With
the number of upcoming
events which will determine
river protectionand access in
the future (i.e. the Energy Bill,
the Clean Water Act, and
others), the heat is on for
the FERC to clean up its act
and start looking out for the
best interest of our public
resources.

"It’s
SO

nylon against
your skin.

Our new Lined Torrent Splash Jacket has
a special soft and light tricot mesh lining
that provides unparalleled comfort.

Call
(303) 444-8495

PO Box 3155
Boulder, CO 80307

soft"

CHOOSING A WHITEWATER KAYAK?

Some still get VANHA designs just because he invented the
creek boat. Others appreciate the cross-over excellence of his
designs ... popular at instructional schools worldwide and a
runaway favorite of European rodeo winners. For you Ben

Franklin took the guesswork out with his 'for' & ‘against' list ...

No more sticky

10

Why VANHA? Why Not?
UNIQUE ACCELERATORS deliver more power per stroke. Limited
PRECISION CONTROL eliminates that sloppy loose feeling.

SMOOTH & SMART hull has an expanded "sweetspot". valiability
Why NOW? Reasons Not To
LIMITED EDITION, for those independently minded. Can't
DARING CONCEPT - leave timid boats behind. Think

LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY - Bond with your new boat el
or return within 30 days. Asy

NOAH INTERNATIONAL
Rt. 4, Box 4638, Blairsville, GA 30512
for the better shops.

4041745-8899

contact:
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Dam breaks after FERC ignoreswarnings

After dismissing
reports by state and local
groups, which emphasized
the severe erosion hazards
present at this site, the FERC
issued a license (#9885) to
construct a project on the Fall
River in Eastern Idaho. On
Thursday, June 11 this
disregard for public concern
resulted in disaster.

Marysville Hydro
Partners, in building a new,
two mile penstock, buried this
under an existingirrigation
canal, and improperly
protectedit from the areas
highly porus rock. The result,
when water was re-introduced
to the canal, was 40,000 to
100,000 tons of fill and rock
debris flushed into this river.

The Fall River, and
its downstream neighbor, the
Henry's Fork, are both wild

TIGHT SKIRTS
~_SPRAYSKIRTS

trout fisheries. This disaster
comes at the very beginning
of the trout season, and
recent reports, listing over two
feet of silt in the eddies, could
well have destroyed the eggs
and fry of the trout population.
The fallout from this will affect
13 miles of the Fall River to its
junction with the Henry's Fork,
and this river to its junction
with the Snake River.
Irrigation canals connecting
this to the North Fork of the
Teton River may also be

. affected.

The upstream
whitewater area, six miles of
class llI-1V, were not affected.
However, completion of this
projectwill resultin a greatly
reduced boating season, due
to the removal of 500cfs of

{ water from this river. 400cfs

is the lowest boating level for

CUSTOM BUILT THE
WAY YOU WANT THEM!

GIUARANIIEED

this stretch.
Currently, the FERC

i-has put a stop-work order on
| this project, and local groups

are pressingto have the
license permanently revoked.
While the damage to fishing
interests may prove to be a

long term disaster, it could
provide the attention needed
to protect the whitewater
resources on the Fall River,
and eventually provide a more
permanent protection for this
area.

Sespe Crek whitewater
declared Wild and Scenic

On Friday, June 19,
President Bush signed into
law the Los Padres Condor
Range and River Protection
Act. With his signature, 84.1
river miles became perma-
nently protected under the

—Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,

including the long awaited
31.5 miles of Sespe Creek.
Also protected were the

Sisquoc (33 miles) and Big
Sur (19.5) Rivers.

An additional 109.5
miles were designated under
Section 5(a) Wild and Scenic
Studies. These include the
Little Sur River (23 miles),
and Piru {49), Matilija (16),
Lopez (11) and Sespe
Creeks.

THE CHOICE OF
WORLD CHAMPIONS

-
w

SANGH >

Siley Crvet
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|nside the Beltway

Pro-RiverskEnergy Bill
Now in Conference

By ED E. LINE

An eight-lane
interstate highway (known as
the "beltway") encircles
Washington, D.C.* like an
impenetrable moatisolating
the capitol from the outside
world. Inside this terrifying
inferno, while the rest of the
nation looks on in horror, the
ponderous wheels of govern-
ment slowly grind away. The
world inside the beltway is a
cacophonous Tower of
Babel— inhabited by politi-
cians, bureaucrats, T.V. news
casters, lobbyists, lawyers,
government contractors, drug
addicts, and special interest
groups.

Undeterredby this
horrific scene, and ever alert
to anything and everything
affecting whitewater, AWA
keeps a close watch on
events of interestto
whitewater boaters.

The following is part
of a continuing series of
reports from inside the
beltway.

¢ Stands for Darkness and
Confusion.

Editor's Note: Unless other-
wise stated, the views
expressedin this article are
those of the author and do not
reflect the policies or views of
the AWA.

-
!

RNEBRIEHENEEW

The National Energy
Bill continuesto stretch its run
through Congress into one o
the longest marathons in
recent memory.This bill, a
genuine "geezer", began life
more than 2 years ago and is
now tottering and wobbling

#
.I'.r:l R :'l_:n:l .
a e

.|I'

'T.'rl

Hrrg

®

towards an uncertain end.
When the energy bill
began its Odyssey, it was pro
hydro. Now, after a"cleans-
ing" process in the Senate
and House of Representa-
tives, it is pro river protection.
As this issue goes to
press, the National Energy bill
is under consideration by a
House/Senate conference
committee where members of

"It’s
SO
soft”

No more sticky
nylon against
your skin.

Our new Lined Torrent Splash Jacket has
a special soft and light tricot mesh lining
that provides unparalleled comfort.

Call
ainbe (303) 444-8495
i i apﬁﬁlﬂ-" PO Box 3155

Boulder, CO 80307

OUTFITTERS
STORE CATALOG

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
WHITEWATER PADDLING,

WE MAIL ANYTHING FROM A PAIR
OF NOSECLIPS TO A KAYAK

FOR A FREE CATALOG CAL
(800) 367-3521
FAX (704) 488-2498

A1 HWY 19 W, BRYSON CITY, NC 287139114
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T West Virginia who has

Fr
1l L.

LEY

T inimical to "energy indepen-
dence".

The Governor of
+ Idaho, Cecil Andrus, wrote
back to FERC blasting
FERC's ignorance and
inattentionto public values.
Andrus accused FERC of
being unqualified "to assume
therole it is attempting to play
from the nation's capital”.
Andrus noted that, on on the
Fall River in eastern Idaho,
T FERC ignored State law to
license a project through a
process the Governor referred
- to as a'comedy of errors".
The project was partially
washed out in June of this

befriended whitewater
boaters on everything and
anything, and Congress-
woman PATSY MINK who
wants to revoke FERC's
passport to Hawaii.

When the smoke

| deared, it was 221 to 195 in
favor of Miller! River conser-
vation advocates collapsed in
| ecstatic exhaustion.

The key now is to
convince Senators to accept
the Miller Amendment. This
won't be easy, but progressin

eing made. One encourag-
ing sign - the Western
—Governors's Association, at

the request of Idaho Governor | year, creating what Andrus

Cecil Andrus, adopted a called "an ecological disas-

. resolution in favor of the Miller | ter".

Amendment and transmittedit

to Congress. FERC re- | (Editors Note: AWA readers

sponded by callingthe are welcome to join in the

Western Governors action battle. It wouldhelp to write to

harmful “to the nation's ability -+ your Senatorand ask for his

support for the Miller Amend-

to harness environmentally

"“sound hydropower" and ment, especiallythe State

55 L

Recreation

Paddlerclearsfirstdrop ofLostPaddleonthe Gauley Leg/slat/on
is underway to addlandto Gauley National RecreationArea.

AmericanRivers, and few I

other small groups were on
the side of the good guys. On
the other side were the
National Hydropower Asso-
ciation, the President of the
United States, and Congress-
man John Dingell, a man
whose name is never seen
without the adjective "POW-
ERFUL". Dingell is not a
charitable man. And he does
not like to lose. Although
usually not a foe of river
conservationists, for reasons
still unknown, Dingell took a
dislike to the Miller amend-
ment (or maybe it was Miller
he took a dislike to ?). In any
case Dingell blasted Miller's
amendment in a ferocious
tirade on the House floor.
When Dingell stepped down

no prisoners. He was backed
up by the Gang of Eight,

KOSTMAYER of Pennsylva-
| nia, the original author and
key proponent of the State

LARRY LAROCCO of Idaho
who has been trying to protect
the fabulous North Fork of tha
Payette from FERC, Con-
gressman DEFAZIO of
Oregon, who has been tryin

SAM GEJDENSON of
Connecticut who opposes the
Yantic Falls project, by
BRUCE VENTO of Minnesota
who wants the Elwha Dam
removed from Olympic
_National Park, RICK
LEHMAN of Californiawho
| led the charge to stop FERC
from the podium, George from running roughshod over
Miller stepped up. Miller - Federalland managing
, blasted back at Dingell, taking | ,agencies, NICK RAHALL of

including Congressman PETE |

protected rivers amendment, .

to protect the Klamath River,——
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ProtectedRivers Provision.
Senda copy of your letter to
Rich Bowers, AWA, 1609
NorthcrestDrive, Silver
Spring, MD 20904)

WHITEWATER
LEGISLATION
PENDING

The House of
Representatives held
hearings and passed a bill
sponsored by NICK RAHALL
of West Virginiato expand the
GAULEY RIVER National
Recreation Area and the
NEW RIVER Gorge National
River by more than 12,000
acres. Most of the land, 8,819
acres, would be added to the
Gauley NRA. The State park
at Carnifax Ferry would also
be included. Pipestem State
Park would be added to the
New River National River.

Still pendingis a bill
to designate the LOWER

MAIN SALMON in Idaho and
a bill to designate the
GUNNISON River in Colo-
rado as Federal wild and
scenic and a bill— which
looks like a real long shot for
this Congress — to designate
86 rivers in Washington State
as Wild and Scenic.
Legislationis also

| waiting in the wings to voice

Congressionalopposition to
the proposed Windy Craggy
Mine mine on the
TATSHENSHINI River in
Canada. In addition, the
Senate has held hearingson
a bill to tear down the
hydropower dam on the
ELWHA RIVER in Olympic
National Park in Washington.
The bill to make
Alabama's LITTLE RIVER
CANYON a National Preserve
passed the House easily but
has now run into trouble in the
Senate where Alabama's
Senator Shelby is either
reluctant or asleep at the

switch.

Editors note:
Southernboatersneedto light
a fire under Shelby to get
behind the Little River hill.
Nowis the time to doit. For
more information on the need
to pass thishill, contactthe
Office of Alabama Congress-
man Tom Bevil).

SHOCKING
TESTIMONY ON
RIVER ECOLOGY

In recent testimony
before the Committee on
Energy and the Environment
of the Interior Committee in
the House of Representa-
tives, experts reported that
America's rivers are in much
worse ecological shape than
many of us previously
thought.

Several scientists
testified at the hearing that,
while most river are doing
better in terms of water

A New Generation of Whitewater
MOHA\WK XL SERIES

XL12  XL13

CONSERVE

chemistry, the general
biological health of streams in
Americais a mess. According
to Dr. James Karr from the
University of Washington, "the
biota of North American rivers
has been decimated by the
actions of human society". Dr.
Karr reported that 73% of the
fresh water mussel species
and 65% of the crayfish
species in North America are
classifiedas rare or extinct.
He noted that since 1850,
70% of fish speciesin
Midwest rivers declined or
disappeared.

Professor Karr
blamed most of destruction on
impoundments (such as those
along the Columbia River
system which have reduced
salmon by 85%) and on loss
of riparian forest areas. In
many areas, Karr said,
riparian forests have been
reduced by more than 80%.
Another scientist said that the

Please turntopage 45

Playboats!

XL14  XL15

More paddling, less swimming. MOHAWK'S Whitewater XL12 Ashorter playboat - really quick turns.. . stable.. . dry
Playboats are very stable and very dry. Our Playboats are easy funinlow water rapids.. . use in Grade 11, I, and IV
to paddle and quick to accelerate. The round bilges which Whitewater.
blend into flared sides, forward and aft, result in a canoe that
turns on a dime, is stable-surfingand easy to roll. The XL13 Our most popular playboat. ... the more you paddle
MOHAWK family of XL Playboatsis the right choice for a it the better you like it.. . paddlers thru 250 pounds
veteran expert daring to challenge Grade V Whitewater, or a are paddling whitewater thru Grade V.. . really
novice learning to paddle Grade Il Whitewater! We invite your stable.. . very, very dry.. .easy handling.
comparisonwith any other such canoe. Paddle a MOHAWK XL,
look it over, then make your purchase decision. If you can't try A short combination tandem and solo playboat.. .
an XL, talk to someone who owns one or has paddledit. XL14 funin rapids, and easy to paddle betweenrapids..
more room.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.
The tandem playboat.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.. .
XL15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable... A whitewater
% tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .
” -
S Fasar Tl 81 Bossarry 4 VWL Ve Prisa*
. AT £k Lir, L - ] LT ] iy |
- ] XL13 133" 322" EE 29" i $675 |
Durable Royalex hulls, Plastic decks, PVC gunnels with XL14 14'3" 32" 15%." 30" [ $700 1
aluminumreinforcement, Aluminum thwarts. Also available — XL15 15'4" B 32" [ ] $725 |
all wood trim including beautiful woodinlaid decks, white ash 'Add freight to price/subject to change |
gunwales with drain slots.
_ W &lweé XL12, XLT3, XLT5 also avatiable ot Western Canoelng
Box 115, Abhotsford, B.C., Canada Y2S 4N8
963 N. Hwy. 427, LONGANOCD, FL 32750, [407) 834.3233 Phorte (604) 853-9320
i 1004 6oo5-Jocl
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Ocoee Rodeo drawshugecrowds

TheOcoee River Rodeojustkeeps |
getting bigger and better.

Thel992eventattracted121 com-
petitors--a 25% increase from last year--
while the number of spectators seemed to
double and the festive crowd at Saturday
night's party seemed o triple.

The Rodeo has established itself
as amajor national event with competitors
fromas far away as Vermont, Montanaand
Idaho. The eventevenattractedaninterna-
tional crowd witha squirtboaterfromJapan
and a competitor from Germany.

The Rodeo stretchedinto a three-
day event when more than 50% of the
competitors arrived by Friday morning to
practice/play on the river. The Ocoee re-
sembled a river festival on Friday with a
crowd of hot boaters flashing new moves
all over the water.

With the squirt boat classes held
Saturday and the free-style classes con-
tested Sunday, the weekend was filledwith
intense competition. Some of the best pad-
dlersinthe countryturnedoutand provided
a demonstration of the latest skills and
hottest moves.

But despite the exciting competi-

tion, it seemed like the participants hadn't ™

come justto win--butto be partof the event.

A new judging system developed-— ¥

by Jennifer Wiger was used at the Rodeo
withexcellentresults. Six judgeswere used
with one individualrating variety, two look-
ing at style and sportsmanship and three
appraising technical difficulty. Before the
event, judges were provided hand-outs
definingtheirareasand ameetingwasheld
so they could discuss their responsibilities
over the next two days.

The Saturday night party was a
serious whitewater festival with over 500
people attending celebration at Ocoee
Raftingin Ducktown. The eventincluded a
music by "Blue Groove," a great dinner, a
raffle with many great prizes such as a
drytop, paddles, fireworks and a Mohawk
canoe, anauctionwherethree kayakswere
bartered, and a silent auction where five
tables full of gear went for great prices.

Thanks to the many volunteers
who helped make the rodeo such a huge
success. Specialthanksgo to Jimmy Snyder
and John Mason for making along journey
to help judge the squirt competition; to
Jennifer Wiger for her work in developing

Bill Burger photo

Scenes from

the Ocoee Rodeo:

(Top) FredDauvis blasts the hole
during squirt competition.
(Middle) Doug Wellman enders
during freestyle event.

(Bottom) Chris Manderson per-
forms in the decked canoe divi-
sion.
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Squlrt IC-1 men's experf
1. David Frlerson

A Lew Bonfigio
1. Susan

1. Tkl Beadvnll

the judging system; Francis Mallory for |

lnéng usp the band which created a tremen-
dowus draw for the party; John and Diana

Holloran at Ocoas R:h.lnglnr hasting tha i

party; and of course all the sponsars wha
mads tha event possible. And most of all-
-a thanks 1o the compelitons for making thae

Doaog Hoded the orown jewel of the rodeo |

circuit

It you missed this yea's evani,
you ciun siill purchase an oflicial rodeoc |-
shirl o remind you o afend naxi year.
Send $10 plus §2 shipping to: Susan Gan-
iry, Rt 2, 252 Dear Croak Trail, Hoschion,
GA 30548

L ———

— ) Foirmmt Coallowny

Squilrt K- | wevmen s @ xpart

2. Riga Shimeda Callawny

Squilrf K-1 man’s Intermediate

®

—
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1992 0coee Rodeo Results

2. Dweight Shuder

3. Sigere Koufman

Froautyle K-Tman'sexped
1, Bob MeDonough

2 Crela Spaliua

3. Ay Tismasr

Fradalide K-1 women's experd

Higdy mendn Calawey
3. Reaanne Ficlonoiagh
Frasatyle K-1 men's [nfermediate
1. Rick Sanywed
L Sian Shet
3. Brad Woye
Froegiyle K-1 women's Inlermedlate
1. Liza Bsnaron
. Har e Mann
3. Knbs Udall
Freeslyle K-1 senlors mised [45=)
1. Knwy Kiypor
2 Jam

0 "
i rpiery

1. Albart Michim

2. Scolt Shoup

4. Tim Masineupp

| Frassatyle OC-1 men's sxpart
1. Jelf Richasds
2 Phil Fod
3. Dale Jobrmon
Fraaglyle OC-1 waman e l-.l.'ﬂd'
1. Knthvy Howerion

L 2. Brenda Dem

3 Felicie Mazur

Freaelyle OC-F expert

I. Pafrick PogesMike Bringer

2. Dinad ReasDick Continr

3. Brfan and Judy Anderson

—

Bill Burger photo L

FERC decision opens Mongaup River

By KEN FISCHMAN

The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) has finally issued a
license to Orange and Rockland [C&R)
electric utility for its hydroelectric facilities
onthe Mongaupriver. Thatlicense, for the
firsttime, will give boaters: (1) legalaccess
and (2) water releases on the two-and-a-
half-mile segment between the Rio dam
and the river's confluence with the Dela-
ware.

The Mongaupis an exquisitelittle
Class il river, and this hopefully marks the
happy end of a long and onerous struggle

“betweenboaters onone side (represented

by KCCNY and AWA) and FERC, local
politicians and a group of sometimes vi-
ciousfishermanonthe other. Itis expected
that about 13 releases per year will be
scheduled from April to October. Canoe-
ists will be delighted, but kayakers less so
because FERC has authorized only single
turbine releases (430 cfs) instead of the
two turbine releases (860 ds) requested.
At the higher release level there are many
more play spots.

Releases will be scheduled this
first year, starting mid-July, 90 days after
the granting of the license. There willbe a

“telephone number to call for information--

hopefullylogistics will permit including this
next issue.

In the meantime, boaters should
know that it is finally legal to paddle the
Mongaup. The New York Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) has
bought the land on either side of the final
one and a half miles of the river for eagle
winter habitat. The Rio dam usually oper-
ates, releasingwater fromMonday through
Friday. Because O&R still owns the land
around their powerhouse, itis notyetlegal
to putinthere, but boaters can putin a half
mile further downstream.
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1992 Gauley Festival...bigg

The scene atlast year's festival...
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this year's event offers more exhibits, foodandactivitiesat a larger facility.

So you're planning on heading
downtogoodoleWestVirginnyto doalittle
paddling and check out the annual AWA
Gauley River Festival come fall. In that
case, we'd betterletyouknowwheretofind
us. After darn near bursting at the seams

last year, the 1992 Gauley Fest will intro-
duce anexcitingnewfeature-- elbowroom.
Whenthe crowds converge onthe evening
of September 26, it will be at the Nicholas
County Veterans Memorial Park on Route
19 in Summersville, West Virginia (see

is

map).

Not only does this new site put us
closer to the Gauley put-in; but now, when
you go to sample the fabric on those choice
Marketplace goods, you'll have a better
chance of grabbing the actual sale mer-

The N.E.W.S. INQUIRER E%‘”
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the Official Tabloid of
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BIGFOOT MONSTER INVADES t
GAULEY FEST-NO ONE NOTICES!

"l thought it was a raft guide!" says canoeist.

We know whitewater, And we know whitewater
gear. Call usand you'l talk toan
expert who iscommitted to helping
you get theright gear, hasde-free.

Burt Squirts

for Deliverance II
Loni's concern:
"His toupee will get
sucked off!!!"

River Narc
Surfs Turf-
Busts Boaters
" Strokes for
broke, but
never tokes"

.

While B>

we're serious

about our service,

our NEWSletters
aren't always

serious. The design

atright from a

recent NEWSletter

is available ona

Hanes Beefy

T shirt.

White @ silver.

ML or X

$12 +$3

shipping. |

Exclusive
Photos:

Bo Knows
Canoeing

Charles & Di:
"SEX WAX saved
our marriage!!!"

If it hasto do with whitewater, we
probably haveit...

)

Former First Lady's
Plea Outrages Boaters:
"Just Say No to Neon!"

Elvis Appear

Cdl or writefor our free catalog
and quarterly NEWSletter.
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Man with Bowtie Locks Business Partner in Basement.
‘| had no Thawce,” " 1 a
myr TW Witliams, F

"He would have gone to

[ Gauley, and the

August books still

wErEnL donel!l”

'l.-had no food.

R

Sfor 3 daysii!”

Bl Keven Pearce
after Bigarre moigent

P. 0.Box 149
Bedford, MA 01730
617-275-6551




chandise rather than some unknown parl
of the guy who just stuffed in beside you.
We'll alsofinallybe able to provide youwith
stress-free parking and vastly improved
camping facilities.

Add these new conveniences to
the standard Gauley Festival highlights --
non-stop whitewater videos, an ever-ex-
panding Marketplace, the famous Silent
Auction, our incredible high-stakes raffle,
foot-tapping musicand awide array of food
selections (would you believe even a clam
bar???)--andyoucome outwitharealfine
time for all.

Sowhat'sinstore, youmightask.
Thingsarejustbeginningto cometogether,
but there's enough in place to whet your
appetite. For starters, music will be pro-
vided by Focal Point -- a group of rocking
river types from Richmond. And Scott
Smalley, thisyear's FestivalVideo Coordi-
nator and member of the Bluegrass
Wildwater Assodation's PaddlingFilmFes-
tival team, reports that he's assembling
miles and miles of stupendous, on-the-
edge video footage that you won't want to
miss. Scott assures us that this latest
whitewater collection will keep you wet all
night long.

RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875

—~ NORSE panmrcoveany

WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

with proven
e performance you demand
e durability you want
e value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:

As always, the Gauley Festival
Marketplace will offer the latestirresistible
whitewater and outdoor gear available.
There's guaranteedto be a bargain or two
to be had -- so bring your checkbook and
plan on doing some shopping. To date,
we've learned that the exhibitor roster will
include:

AIRE

Airtight Inflatables

American Whitewater Affiliation
Bluewater Canoes

Clarke Outdoors

Clinch Paddle Company
Cool Ridge Company
Dagger Canoes and Kayaks
Dagger Paddles

Kidgear

L'eau Vive

Lunatic Designs

Man of Rubber

Millbrook Boats

Mohawk Canoes

Mountain State Kayak
Mountain Surf, Inc.
Nantahala Outdoor Center
New Wave Kayaks

New Wave Waterworks
North American River Runners

814-422-8844

THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
BUILT BOATS

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717-944-6320
Dealer Inquirles Invited
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Northwest River Supply
Perception

Rapidstyle

Hoyt Reel

Ridge Rider Mountain Bikes
Riversport
Sidewinder

Starlight Cases

Surf Dog Productions

Tight Skirts

Nicholas County
|| Veteran'sPark

Route 41

McDonalds

Wal-Mart A aza ‘

- |
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A WA volunteers welcome guests at 7992 Festival

West Virginia Rivers Coalition
Wilderness Expeditions
Wilderness Systems
Wildwasser Sport USA (Prijon)

Not bad for a preliminary lineup!
Remember also that most of these manu-

— .F;II'E.,.'

[} S
/“_ ", RIVERSPORT
i 213 Yough Street

'(Fl- _'5'-_.--: Confluence. PA 15424

;.;L-_,e,;f" (814)395-5744
One of the top whitewater schools in the
country. Riversport offers a safe yet

. challenging experience for first-time beginners.
| aswell as experts.

“facturers and outfitters (as well as a whole

slew more who can't make it down for the
Festival) have donatedtop-of-the-linemer-
chandise to be had at the Silent Auction.
Boats, paddles, drysuits, paddling cloth-
ing, racks, outdoor gear -- you name it.

What do you need most? Auctioneer Su-
preme Chris Koll will be happy to note your
bid. And who knows, maybe if it's high
enough, he won't eveninsult you!

And the bottom lineis -- asit has
been since the inception of the Gauley
Festival way back when -- that the pro-
ceeds of this evening of frivolity go directly
towards funding AWA'’s growing list of
Whitewater Defense Projectcommitments.
Last year's Festival profits enabled us to
donate $5,000 to the West Virginia Rivers
Coalition alone, in addition to numerous
other whitewater efforts.

Socomeonoutwithyour buddies
and join us on to enjoy the world's largest
off-the-riverwhitewater extravaganzaand
help support the rivers you love.

Festival camping
available

AWAhostedcampingwillbe avail-
able both Fridayand Saturday nights at the
Nicholas County Veterans Memorial Park
in conjunction with the Gauley Festival.
Extensive tent spaceisto be had on afirst-
come, first-served basis ($3 per person/

Not because vou want to be different...

Becauseyou wantto be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all five Dagger models.

=

Friendly Instructors, small classes, excellent
. equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills Students are
| carefully placed in small classes according to
skill level, paddling interest and age. We
| guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about dur

| special clinics and iroui rates.

LARGE [NDUOR

INUSv'rI'é)HCIf 500 RECREATIONAL

SEE OVER & BRANDS OF CANOES, KAYAKS,
YZAK TP /A CAR TOP CARRIERS, ACCESSORIES
_ WATER-OH-PREMISES FOR TRY-BEFORE-YOU-BUY
OAK ORCHARD CANOE EXPERTS
2133 EAGLE HRBR RD. WATERPORT, WY 14571
—(BETWEEN JIAGARAFALLS & RUCHESTER-Z-WI.-L. OF TR 104}

ROO « §+ KAYAKS Sote e

o\ NS
.'_.r..i" i
== a4
Dagger
B Bl "
u L )
Canote Company, INC.
POBox 1500, Harriman TN 37748

. (615) 882-0404




night). Tenters will have accessto a large
bathhouse with hot showers. No advance
reservations are being taken on tent sites.

For you creatures of comfort,
we've alsorentedthreeheatedbunkhouses
(each with its own bathroomand showers)
that, combined, will sleepatotalof 88. Cots
are provided, but bring your own sleeping
bags andpillows. The cost of these bunk-
house slots is $5 per person/night and pre-
paid reservations are recommended to
guarantee a cozy spot.

For campinginformation or bunk-
housereservations,contactFestivalCamp-
ing Coordinator Susan Gentry, 252 Deer
Creek Trail, Hoschton, GA 30548; (404)

.654-2725.

(Festfival volunteers needed

Volunteers pa the backbonn

| ol avery Gauley Festval They me

assipned shifts in varous capacities

| (doy-ol-Festival publicity, gate, park- |

ineg; cean-up;wie: ) so thatevenyone has |

planty of tima 1o halp out and stll have |

| Blast Cm‘l'g,'ﬁu gine L A coup hours ol |

your-madWa'd sime-sppraciale i l

Contoct Festhval Violumeer Coondinatos

Jo Gireiner, 1624 Park Driva, Haleigh,
NC 27805; (818) BI4-4172.
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Gauley Festival hosts
Pan American Rivers Seminar

The AWAwillbe hostingthe 1992
Conservation Seminar on Pan American
Rivers to be held the day before the
Gauley Festival Friday, September 25, in
Oak Hill, West Virginia.

The purpose of the seminar will
be to (1) convene recreational and envi-
ronmental groups to discuss current
events, and(2) constructaunified strategy
for addressing the management of these

__major river issues.

"As our world becomes more in-
timate, we arerealizingthatissuesin Chile
or Northern Canada, at one time seem-

| | ingly distant, are really in our backyard,"

saysPope Barrow, AWA’s own Conserva-
tionDirector. "River Conservationistsand
river users need to work together with a
common strategy and goals. If we do, we
can have arealimpact on decisions now
beingmade whichwillaffectriversthrough-
out the world."

Alongwiththis seminar,the AWA
will host the U.S. Paddlesports Coalition

}’@H TﬂTAL EUTDDQE CDNHECTIDN

SerraDesignsMeteor Light tent
Therma-Rest pads 3/4 length
Therma-Rest padsfull length
Marmot Polar Lite Swveaters (ladies) $59.95

meeting, the first since the initial meeting
held last summer. Paddlesports coalition
members include: American Whitewater
Affiliation, American Canoe Association,
AmericaOutdoors, National Associationof
Canoe Livery Outfitters, North American
PaddlesportsAssociation, Ohio Divisionof
Watercraft and National Organization of
River Sports.

To obtain additional information,
call Rich Bowers, AWA Conservation Pro-
gram Director at (301) 236-0436.

Parking added
at Panther Creek

The West Virginia Rivers Coali-
tion (WVRC) has come up witha solutionto
the parking jamfor paddlers during Gauley
season. In the past, paddlers have
crammed vehicles along the narrow Pan-
ther Mountain Road at the end of the infa-

$235
$42.95 =
$52.95 &

Omega Pacificoval carabiners $4.95 _[ ‘ DRY
60 foot 3/8 proline ~ $29.95 ¥
BAGS 50 foot 1/4 proline ~ $19.95 S U ITS

50 foot Spectra $42.95

g L 0% OFF
BLAC K I HAMOND SPECIALS |, .
o At MOUNTAIN GEAR, we deliver the bestin
reg. special productsand service at reasonable prices.

. ARC fanny pack :5 25.00 $14.95 || | Phoneand mail ordersaccepted.
it \{ "4 ARCfannypack I 3250 $19.95 Call for our latest ski and outdoor Hot Sheet.
{ ARC fanny pack 2 49.50 $29.95 ;
| N ARG fanny pack 3 58.50 $34.95 (800) 829‘ 2009

LIl MOUNTAINGEAR
2002 N. Division,
Spokane, Wa. 99207

| "WE HIP KAYAKS'

Dagger - Mad River - Old Town __:
| We-no-nah - Perception - Infinity




mous Panther Creek takeouttrail. The trail
is the preferred egres from the Upper
Gauley run during Gauley season.

WVRC has negotiated and paid
for leasingafield about 150 feet (just uphill)
from where the Panther Creek trail inter-
sects with Panther Mountain Road. The
leased field will be well-marked, and pad-
dlers should park there to avoid the intrac-
table jams which occur especially when
outfitter buses come up the road.

"WVRC arranged for the parking
as a small token of our appreciationfor the
support of paddlers, paticularly AWA pad-
dlers,"saidWVRC’s Mac Thornton. WVRC
is engaged in an intense battle to gain
permanent protection for 13 classic pad-
dling streamsinthe MonongahelaNational
Forest.

French Broad \Week
schedulesactivities

The annual French Broad River
Week's festivities this September will be
topped off by Riverstrings, a concert dedi-
cated to river conservation. Proceeds will

be dividedbetweenthe FrenchBroadRiver
P

New
TheRivers
of Chile

by Lars Holbek

A brief guide
to Chilewhitewater
published by the AWA

For your copy send $10to:
Guidebook to Chile
PO Box 329
Phoeni cia, NY 12464

I

Proceeds hel p support
AWA river

conservation projects

Foundationand the AWA for their ongoing
efforts to preserve area rivers.

FrenchBroadRiver Weekwillkick
off on Saturday, September 12 with a ca-
noe race, and blast through to Sunday,
September 20 with Riverstrings. Other
events during the week include raft races,
a biathlon, river clean ups and information
fairs.

OnSunday, September 20, musi-
cians, mountain crafters, children's enter-
tainers and whitewater enthusiasts will
gatherin North Carolina at the Hot Springs
Resort to help raise money and celebrate
the French Broad River. Along with this
entertainment, folks can enjoy hiking the
area's trails, soakingin the hot springsand
camping while they learn about river con-
servation.

AWA proceeds will go towards
the purchase of farmland surrounding the
Watauga River Gorge. Once purchased,
this farmland adjoining the Cherokee Na-
tional Forest, will then be sold to the US
Forest Service as protective land acquisi-
tion. The FBRF will use its donation to
furtherits many projects suchasthe stream
monitoring for water quality project, the
development of river parks, and the river

dents, dubs and the general public.

Ifyouwanttotake anactiverolein
helping our environment through the
Riverstrings project call Tara Sheridan at
(704) 488-2175. For moreinformationabout
FrenchBroadRiver Week, callKen Rudolph
at (704) 252-1097.

conservation education program of stu-

Safety fundsavailable
for boating clubs

Localboating groupsin search of
funding for a boating safety project should
apply now for a share of $35,000 in grants
to be awarded in early 1993 by the BOAT/
U.S. Foundationfor Boating Safety.

A grant application packet will be
provided to any community-based, non-
profit boating organization with a safety
project proposal. The deadline for return-
ing completed applications is November 2
and grant awards will be announced in
January, 1993. To request a grant packet,
write: BOAT/U.S. Foundation, 880 S.
Pickett Street, Alexandria, VA 22304.
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Kayaking Excitement

CANOES

WHITEWATER KAYAKS

SEDA is the one with experience
Writear call for freecatalog

SEDA PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 997

Chula Vista, CA, 92012
Tel: 619/425-3223
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| Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

_| The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater

| ship fee is funneled directly into our effective

| river conservation actions. Plus--every
.nember receives a bi-monthly subscription
Jo American Whitewater..the best semi-
_orofessional whitewater magazine in the world!

Don't be sticky...

“resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
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“Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
~ontr/but/on of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety

Address:

Name; — : i

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

KAYAK CHILE

Expert kayak mps to the Bio-Bio and other big

beautiful rivers. Ask for free KAYAK CHILE KIT.

| Or send $15 total for 1-hr KAYAK CHILE video.

Sport International, 314 N. 20th St., Suite 300,

Colorado Sprlngs CO 80904 USA 719-520-1784.
N 800- O- 84 0-4 -

| QUALITV WHITE WATER 1N]
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Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
I FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

DREY & WARM Call or_Write for our
! | Free River Equipment C_atalog_
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SAFETY

Decisiveleadershipinrescuesituations

Even a party
of knowledgable
paddlers need
to have their
efforts efficiently
directed during
a rescue situation

By WAYNEA. SUNDMACHER, SR.

During along holiday weekend
of paddling class 3-4 water a member d
your party suddenly pinsonarock in mid-
streeam. Each member d your group is
very competent individually, so you are
confidenttherecovery d theboat will be
accomplished in short order.

Sinceeveryoneisd roughlyequal
ability, your grouphasbeen paddling with-
out the need d aleadership structurefor
sometime. This philosophy d equality
and shared responsibility for decisions
carriesover to the recovery effort, which
leads to confusion on the part & some
participants,and uncoordi natedeffortsdy
others.

Each personseemsto haveadif-
ferent approach for removing the boat
fromit's precariousposition. And with-
out ngand ngtheproblemat
hand, a discussion begins about what
should bedone. Mogt d the optionsare
aired, but finally the opinionsd some o
themoredominantmembersd thegroup
areactedupon. Whilesimpler, lesstechni-
cal solutions have been offered bv other
participants, they areignored by somed
the moretechnically oriented paddlers.

Onemember d thegroup wades
out to the pinned craft and beginsattach-
inglines, whilestill morediscussiontakes
place on shore. The direction o pull
changestwo or three times, and because
thereisso much confusion and disagree-
ment no oneisquitesureexactly what the
outcomeis.

After about twenty minutes o
chaos, thelinesarefinally set. Withall the
manpower available, an attempt to free
the boat isdefeated by thestrong grip o
the current. More confusion setsin, as
changesintheangled pull, and theaddi-
tiond mechanical advantagel sdiscussed.

A commercid raft triparrivesat
thetop d thedrop, and hasbeen held up
due to the hazard your pinned craft pre-
sents. The guides offer their assistance,
which isaccepted after it becomesclear it
may takeyour grouphdf theday tounpin
thisboat.

The trip leader sends another
guideout to thecraft to see what needsto
bedone. It only takesaminuted poking
and proddingto assessthesituation, and
relay thisinformati onbacktoshore. Once
the leader is aware d how the boat is
pinned, hesolicitsthe opinionsd there-
mai hingguidesonshoretoestablishwhat
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optionsareavailable.

Three different and technically
diverse optionshavebeen presented, and
while each will produce the desired re-
sults, time and safety are key concerns.
Theleader decideson alow tech, smple
sol utionwhich may be expanded upon if
n .

The guide who is out with the
pinned boat i sinstructedto removeoned
the two ropes your group has attached,
and tolift up on oneend. With thesame
manpower which had failed at previous
attempts, the boat is easily freed within
minutes.

Now the"I told you 0" begin
toemerge. It seemsthat thesamemethod
had been suggested and ignored during
theesarlierdiscussion,and confusion. Some
membersd your group even fed alittle
foolish, havingtaken over forty five min-
utes without success, while the guides
were successful in under five minutes.

What was the problem? There
were actually several. Thefirst problem
wasthelack d leadership, or acommand
structure. Mogt d the chaosand confu-
sionduringarescueor recovery caneasly
be avoided by using some form d the
incidentcommandsystem. Withoneindi-
vidual recognized astheleader or incident
commander, a ogical progress onof events
and teamwork becomespossible. If you
examine any swift and successful rescue
or recovery, you aresure to find one per-
son assumed aleadership role.

This leader need not be your
strongest, or most technically capabl epar-
ticipant. Infact, abetter used your man-
power would probably dictateotherwise.

A simple incident command
structure developed by Rescue 3 Interna-
tional for swiftwater rescue requiresfour
basic jobsor responsihilities;

LEADER -Planning, decisions,
scene safety, organization, methods, re-
sources. NO "HANDSON" INVOLVE-
MENT!

RIGGER -Implement the plan,
set up equipment, mechanical problems,
technical systems. Tendsor belayslines.

GOFER -Equipment and sup-
plies, communications, interviewing vic-
tims, crowd control.

RESCUER -Actudly performs
the rescue or recovery, first aid, swim-
ming, climbing, general manpower.



Asyou can see, the leader needs only to
havegood managementskills. Onceagain
suggestionscan besolicited, but the final
decisionrestswith theleader. Thishelps
toeiminatethe confusiond lengthy dis-
cussions or arguments, and prevents
people with stronger personalitiesfrom
imposing their ideason the group.
Thesecond problemour paddl ershadwas
thelack d alogica sequenced events.
Onceeachindividualsresponsibilities have
been assigned, theleader must insurethe
recovery will proceedin alogical manner.
Thisiseasly accomplished if oneremem-
bersafew smplegteps,

LOCATE -This may include
searching for the victims, accessing the
overdl site, and determiningif addition
victimsareinvolved.

ASSESS -To properly assessthe
problem, the physical location must be
accessed ascl osaly aspossible whilemain-
tai ningthesafety of the rescuersinvolved.
Only after assessing the problem can a
clear and logical plan be devel oped.

STABILIZE -Thisis the actudl
rescue or recovery process. Stabilization
d any victims must always be the first

riority, then recovery d equipmentm

TRANSPORT -Evacuationd in-
jured personnel or the removal d dam-
aged equipment.

You will notein our earlier ex-
ample, the raft guideswho successfully
removed the boat followed these steps.
First the boat was accessed and assessed.
Oncethetrue nature d the problem was
known, then a plan was developed and
acted upon. Becausetheguideshad done
athoroughjobassessingtheproblem, they
were aware d a small differencein the
current form oneend d the boat to the
other, and asmall rock under the boat at
oneend. Oncetheoneendd theboat was
lifted dightly, it was easily unbalanced
and rotated around therock.

Thethird problem our paddlers
had is again related to alogical progres-
sionin choosing techniquesfor rescue or
recovery. In any rescue or recovery we
must awaysstart smple. If westart out
with a technical system we may beover-
looking something which is much faster
and easier toaccomplish. Inaddition, the
moretechnical the system, the more dan-
gerous, time consuming, and prone to
failureit becomes.

s e

" begin.

Thisisarather commonmistake.
Mogt people deal with problemsin the
manner they are most comfortablewith.
The technically oriented membersd the
group immediately opted for the use d
high tech rope systems, while other sug-
gestionsby lesstechnical peoplewereig-
nored. Since swimming and wading
around the pinned craft, and attempting
someform o strong arm approachis not
natural to our paddlers, they choseatech-
niquethat wes.

Thistunnel visionwasnotaprob-
lem with the guides, since their training
routinely puts them into thewater to at-
tempt fast ssmplemethodsfirst. By opting
for a"low tech" routine it isfaster and
simpler for them to build on the method
they started with. Withlessropesin the
water, and less equipment and force ap-
pliedtothem, thesafety level for therescu-
ersisgreater. Additional"'low tech" and
"hi tech" techniques may be added until
sufficient force can be applied to unbal-
anceto boat.

In conclusion, asimpleform o
scene management and leadership,
coupled by a logical and organized se-
quence, candramatically increasethespeed
and safety d any rescueor recoveryeffort.

River House
Productions

hrill o some d the best boaers in
the Eagt getting munched, crunched
and generdly thumped ad pu‘m‘dlejm
oe d the premiere har runs in the
Appdachians A radicd soundirack by Bill

Perkins  highlights this non-stop,
action-packedvideo.
30Minutes $2495 +sp&o;

RIVER Hlillﬂ:itl‘ﬂw_ﬂﬂl 10nNs | -
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Erwin, Tennessee 37620 -
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WAVE Sports

(303) 879-4371 ® P.O. Box 775207 Steamboat Springs, CO 80477
Write or call for a catalog and your nearest dealer.




AWA T-Shirts...AWA river hats...Embroidered patches...waterproof decals
Wear your colors

Show yourself as a part of the AWA river
gang. All shirts are high-quality 50/50 cotton
blend while AWA hats are perfect for
concealing those just-off-the-river

hairstyles. Our patches are great for
recycling ripped jeans while waterproof
decals on the bottom of your boat demon-
strates your loyalties as you swim to shore.

Order your gear here

item cost size total
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (S,M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00112.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve (M,L,XL}) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
AWA River Caps 8.00
AWA Embroidered patches 100
AWA Waterproof Decals 50
Please add 2.50postageper order for shirts and hats total order

mail check to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

WHITEWATER
EQUIPMENT CATALOG

Rafts, Kayaks,
and all your
other whitewater
needs

& 4,

| YOUR BEST SELECTION!

Order our 68-page Catalog and choose from a
wide selection of top-quality whttewater gear
including self-batltng rafts by Maravia, Riken,
Sotar and Avon, catarafts by AIRE, self-bailing
Inflatable kayaks by Riken and AIRE,
whitewater kayaks and accessores by
Perception, paddles by Carlisle, Sawyer and
Werner Furrer, oars by Smoker, Sawyer,
Carliste and Advanced Composites, rtver
clothing by Patagonta. Stohlquist and Kokatat,
life jackets and river wear by Extrasport, nver
_sandals by Teva and Alp, and much more!

145 PIONEER PARKWAY EAST
P.0. BOX 209
SPRINGFIELD, OR 97477
L TOLL-FREE ORDERS. 1-800-223-RAFT (7238)

2%

Northwest River-Supplies, Inci



Sometimes

you fed the

desire to go

back to your

roofs -- fe

where it all

started for

you...

You can't

GO HOME

Again

Caron instinctively
reachedfor themapwhenl turned
off stateroute 281 at New Lexing-
ton.

"Areyou sureyou know
where this road goes?”she asked
asthetruck bounced down alane
that wouldn't havemerited ablue
linein theatlas.

"Like the back o my
hand."

"Right," Caron said, un-
folding the map anyway. "How - S - w—
long hasit been sinceyou've driventhisway?"
| had to think for amoment.
"Must be nearly ten years."
Caron looked dubiously at themapasl swervedtoavoid
a goosethat had wandered onto the pavement.
" Areyou sureyou remember theway?" she asked.
"Would you forget how to get to your home?' | replied
indignantly.

Theroad roseupalong gradeand there

at the top, just as | remembered it, lay Laurd
HighlandsState Park. | drove past the entrance, : HESEHH n EH
downthehill, and turned sharprightontoaneven LLI]EMH]H H.:E

smaller track. FEHE {H-FFHSHH

Caron opened her mouth but didn't say ﬂHHEH
aword aswe rattled past the overgrown home-
steadsand occasional mobilehomesthat charac-
terize rural southwest Pennsylvania.Finally, the
road plunged into a scrubby second-growthforest, past asmall
settlement, and emptied onto stateroute 381

| turned left, negotiated the final sweeping curve, and
therewasthebridgeand theriver with mist risingfrom thewater
and thewhiteframed buildingsd thevillagebeyond.

Ohiopyle.

By CHRIS KOLL
Managing Edior



"It hasn't changed abit,” | saidto
Caron as we swept into town. At first
glance, it hadn't. A coupled sun-burned
rafters sat on the curb outside the Fals
Market eating icecream cones. A gaggle
d touristsstrolledthrough thepark onthe
right, heading down to take snapshotsdf
thefdls. Carswith roof rackslined both
sidesd theroad and aschool busfollowed
by apick-uptowingatrailer of raftspassed
uson theleft.

"We'llpullin totheboaters park-
inglot uphereonthel eft,"” | said toCaron.
"That's where boaters used to meet and
moochashuttle.| remember sittingonthe
grass by the road, waiting for anyoneto
head up to the take-out. Maybe things
haven't changed.”

But they had.

Onthelawnwherel usedtowait
to scam a shuttle were two overturned
opencanoeswiththemessage'the ough:

| Fess" "You Don't HaveaFriendin Penn-
sylvania' and "Honk To Oppose User
Fees™

| turned to Caron.

"What's that old sayi ng about
you cant go homeagain?'

Fifteenyearsbeforel had walked
back into thewoods behind what is now
the parking lot and hacked a low limb
fromaconvenienttree. Strippingaway the
smaller branches, | soonfashioned astout
poleabout 10feet in length.

Hell...whoneededapaddle, any-
way?

For that matter, who needed a
helmet or alifegjacket?Certainly not me!

It was back in 1977 and | had
decided | wanted to find what this
whitewater thing wasall about.

At the time | was teaching and
coachingin alittlemining townin south-

Pennsylvanias Only Pay River" embla- | western Pennsylvania And onefinespring

zonedontheir keds. And behindthe boats
paced apicket lined 30-odd boatersbear-

Saturday, | loaded aborrowed raft on the
back d my motorcycleand headed overto

ing signsthat read " Just Say No to User

the Lower Y oughioghany River—just 40
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milesaway.

Theraft didn't make much d a
bundleontheback o thebike. It wasonly
eightfeetlongand weighed nomorethan
30 pounds. I'd seen similar models dis-
played at K-Mart for fifty dollars.

But | felt remarkably well
equipped. After al—didn't | have a raft
whenall apersonredly neededwasjustan
inner tube?

Despitetheba my Junewesther,
thestate park at Ohiopylewas nearly de-
serted. Theonly signd whitewater activ-
ity was an uninflated commercia raft aban-
doned by thesided theroad and a scatter-
ing o vehicles parked across from the
river crownedwithroof racksconstructed
d 2x4s mounted on Quick n' Easy brack-
s

| inflated the single chamber d
ithe raft with an ar hose at a corner gas
station and dragged the craft down the
street towherearough trail led down to
the river. The put-in was marked with a
simplepark sign.



Oncedown by theriver, | hefted —

my improvised paddle, then pushed off |
intothecool, greenwater. Asmy rafthad |
nothwarts, | smplylay onthefloor d the
raft with my head restingon therear tube
and my feet dangling over the front. | .
grippedthepoleinthemiddled itslength, |
alternatel ybracingandstrokinglikeit was |
akayak paddle.

Sincel wasaloneand didn't have
aclue whereto find the Stewerton take-
out, | only negotiatedthetwo-milesection
d theYoughknownasthe Loopwherethe |
river wraps around a narrow peninsula

And astheL oopshuttlewascomprisedd | |
a short walk scrods the neck of the penin- |

sula, | carried theraft and my stickbackto
theput-inand did it again.

In retrospect, | wish the episode
had resultedinanepicswimor aHomeric
trashing...something that would stand as
a lesson d the perils setting forth on
whitewater without appropriateskills or
equipment--or at least provided a better
campfirestory. But no, the day waswon-
derful. By keeping my center of gravity
low, my boat slid effortlesdy through the
Loop's class3drops.

In fact, that day | might have
inadvertentlyinvented the Duckie.

Actually, the only difficulty |
encountered came from a group o
kayakers who showered me with verbal
abuse:

“YoulIdiot! Get off theriver with-
out alifejacket...”

"Do you know what you're do-
ing.."

"Youre going to get hurt and
we're not going to help...”

| remember thinking: "What a
bunch o stuffy, sdlf-righteous know-it-
dls. Who do they think they are—God's
gift to whitewater?"

Well, come to think o it,
whitewater boaters might not have
changed much since that day.

Too bad you can't say thesame
about the Lower Yough at Ohiopyle.

= =
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| At the check-in: No fees are required after: £hree in the afternoon, but a watchful ranger

makes certain boaters register properly.
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But when | think d the Lower
Y ough, my memoriesarenotd thatinitial
whitewater experience.|nstead, | think o
thesummer o '82.

Every boater hasasummer d '82.
It's that season whenyou first discovered
thejoysd whitewater.Whenevery week-
end meant anew skill learned. When ev-
ery rapidwasan adventureand every roll
an accomplishment. When you first felt
comfortablein awhitewater boat.

Usualy that specid summer is
associated with a particular river-one
wherelearningwasrelatively painless. It
might have been the Ocoee, Nantahala,
Lehigh or Ottawa—but in any case, the
water was warm and the rocks smooth.
Andif therapidsdidn't seemchallenging
toanexpert, they weredamnsignificantto
you. Acleanrunwascausefor cel ebration.

I've paddledmost d theriversin
theEast sincemy summer d ‘8. Andl've
managedtosurvivedescentsd riversthat
areconsidered challengingruns. Buteven
dill, many o my fondest paddling memo-
riesoriginatefromthat first season on the
class3rapidsd theLower Yough.

In1982, | wasteachinginasmall
townin northcentral Pennsylvania.Every

Saturday | woke beforedawn, loaded my
boat by theglareof astreetlight,and headed
down route 219 for the three-and-a-half
hour drive to Ohiopyle.

| drove a battered Chevettein
thosedaysand it sputtered and coughed
over the final mountains between
Conndllsvilleand Ohiopyle. As | crept
along at 20 miles per hour | remember
praying, "If it only makes this final
grade..it's downhilltherest d theway." |
never thought about getting home—just to
the put-in. And as the car rounded the
final curve and | recognized the bridge
over the river and the low white mist
rising from thewater into thecool morn-
ingair, well, nothing &l se seemed to mat-
ter.

| made that trip some 50 times
during the summer d ‘8@ And as the
summer progressed, the river became a
familiarfriend. Indeed, Ohiopyleseemed
like asecond home.

| learned theearly lessonsd run-
ning ariver on the Lower Y ough: eddy-
hopping between therocksand ledgesd
Entrance, carvingthewavesintherun-out
below Cucumber and sidesurfing thefor-
givinghydraulicat Swimmers. AsIgained
confidence, there were always more de-



manding movesto try: ferryingback and
forthinfrontd DimpleRock, catchingthe
eddy at thetop o Cucumber, and riding
the tongue across the top d Double Hy-
draulic.

TheLower Yough d 1982wasfar
different than theriver | had first experi-
encedin1977. Thepark had built acheck-
in station guarding the path down to the
river. Privateraftersneeded alaunch per-
mit and underwent an equi pment i nspec-
tion before they were granted passage.
Had | shown upwith my stick and under-
sized, one<chambered raft, I'd have been
turned asidewith asneer.

River traffic wasd so greatly in-
creased. Every 30 minutesawaved com-
mercia raft launched in swarms to be
herded downstream by a pair d safety
kayakers. And by 10in the morning, the
parkinglotacrossfromtheriver wasfilled
with private boaters.

The shuttle route was also
changed. Theold Stewertontake-out had
been abandoned when the park built a
narrow accessroad to theriver at Bruner
Run. But to avoid congestion, the park
licensedashuttleserviceto transport pad-
dlersand their boatsto alarge parkingl ot
wherethe road climbed out d the river
corridor. Before putting on, aboater paid
abuck-and-aquarter for aplastic tokento
board thebusat theend o theday.

Older boatersgroused about the
increasingcrowdsand additional regula-
tions—and thereweretimeswhenl| bitched
about thelined paddlerswaiting to surf
at swvimmers, gettingfreight-trained by a
raft at Bottled Wine, or beingharassedby
over-zeadous rangers at the park camp-
ground.

But al o my complaints were
cleansedaway by another day ontheriver.
By thetimel'd near theend of therunthe
crowdswould thin and I'd be practicaly
aoneastheday wore down. Colorsthat
had been washed by the bright noonsun
camealivein thelate afternoon: thelight
greend thewater threadingthrough gray
rnidstreamboul ders,flecksof whitewhere

thewater tumbledover aclass2ledge, the
darker greend thethick hardwood forest
onshore.

| thought I'd never want to be
anywhereelse.

But then in thefall | went to the
Gauley. AndtheUpper Y ough. Andwhen
spring rolled around, | was on the Chest,
theTygart, theBigSandy and Blackwater.
Sure, | felt somewistful yearningsto see
the Lower Yough—my specia river—but
therewasalwayssomething el sethat had
water.

So | never went back. Until 10
yearslater.

"Jeez, | don't know anyone,” |
whispered to Caron.

Wesat on thegrassby the park-
ing lot as the boaters paraded back and
forthinfrontd the put-in. Theprotesters
shouldered signs denouncing the Penn-
sylvania DEC and sported shirts with
“Yough User Fees" surrounded by the
circleand bar signifying "No!" Periodi-
caly, they would break intoaprovocative
chant punctuated by aflurry o sgnwav-
ing beforelosingenergy and lapsingback
into quiet pacing.

| felt unnerved. In my previous
daysontheLower Yough, itawaysseemed
like I knew everybody. And since that
time, whether it by at Friendsville, Old
Forge, Surnmersvilleor Watertown—there
didn't seem to be a put-in wherel didn't
know at least oneboater. Itwaspart o the
comforting sense d community that ac-
companies whitewater paddling. It felt
strangeto be an outsider-especially here
at Ohiopyle.

The plan called for the demon-
strationtocontinueuntil 3p.m.—the hour
the park stopsrequiringreservationsand
user fees. At that time, the protestersin-
tended to stagea''boat-in"' —amassput-in
that circumventedthedi sputedfess Caron
and | elected to join thegroup, but | won-
deredif theYough would providetheold
magic while paddling with strangers.

an

Then | saw JesseGonzales.

JesseGonzal esused to manufac-
turecustomwood paddlescalled" Gonzo™
gticks. And although he's sinceyielded to
the economic necessitiesd raisingafam-
ily and gone on to pursue a more profit-
ablevocation, heretainstheserenityd a
man who workswith wood.

Sincel met Jesseduring my first
seasond paddling,|'d boatedwithhimon
theGauley, Upper Y ough, Blackwater and
Tygart Rivers, and heéd alwaysprovento
beafoundationd reason, enthusiasmand
good humor. Infact, | can only remember
onetimel'd seen Jesseangry...

There were ten d us packed in
Jesel's van at the Shavers Fork take-out.
Wehad paddledover 20milesonariver at
flood during a cold, wet day. There had
beensevera dangerousswimsand tedious
portages. Now it was9 pm. and all we
wanted wasawarm restaurant.

Jessehanded me a map and an
assignment: find the quickest way to
Elkins, WV,

"Wdl," | volunteered. "There
lookslikethere's aroad straight over the
mountain that cuts off 10 miles.”

We spent the next hour dlipping
up and down arutted logging track with
mud up to our axles. Going back was not
an option. There was no room to turn
around andthevansurely couldnot climb
the rain-dicked hillswe had descended.
Al wecoulddowasforgeaheadand pray
thevanwouldn't fish-tailinto the treesor
si nk into thequagmired theroad.

Finaly, after climbinga particu-
larly dippery hill, Jess lammed on the
emergency brakeandsnapped onthedome
light.

"Let me see that map,” he de-
manded.

Jessstudied themapfor lessthan
aminutebeforethrowingitonthefloorin
disgust.

"JesusChrigt," heroared." There
isn't aroad here. Weve beenfollowingthe
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goddamned county boundary line!**
Fortunately for me, the bound-

ary linel had mistakenfor aroad emptied :
ontothehighway. Hdf anhour later, Jesse

was already chuckling as we sat in the
Elkins’ Big Boy.

"Theboundary ling' hesad as
hischucklesdevelopedinto afull-blown
laugh. ""You had usdrivingthe boundary
lingd"

Yep. Jeseis typically an even-
tempered sort. Sowhen | saw himangry |
for the second time at Ohiopyle, | knew |

something was definitely wrong.

"Takealook around," Jessesaid. '

""Doyousee anythingnew herethat'sbeen
improvedfor boaters?Allwe redlly needis
aplacetoparkandalittlepathdowntothe
river. This parkinglot'sbeen hereforyears.
So what are we getting for our money?
Nothing!

"They've built atrail asbigasa
highway down totheriver and that fancy
check-in station. Doesthat hel p boaters?
No It's dl for the damned rafters. The
park doesn't give a damn about private
boaters. They'd just assoon thereweren't
any boatershere.

AsJesseraved on, hisface grew
red and he stabbed the air with a thick
finger.

"Doesthepark chargemountain
bikers?No! Hikers? No! Touristswliowant
tolookat thefal|s?No! Butboatersareeasy
tohiton. Wevegot towalk by that damned
check-in station where they can squeeze
usfor money. Money! That's all the park
caresabout."

I knew enough about the
Ohiopylesituationtorealizetheproblems
confrontingprivateboatersand park offi-
ciaswhowereenforcingnew regul ations
went deeper than that. But Jesse's impas-
sioned outpouring summarized the heart
d the matter: boatersfed they are being
treated inequitably.

Sure, hardboaters are a notori-
oudly stingy species. As a group, they
waffled over being assessed an additional

Jesse Gonzales

$2.50 reservationfee to schedulea put-in
time. But theissue hereis more than just
themoney: it's theway thefeewasdevel -
oped and the arbitrary fashionit isbeing
administered.

To understand the current state
d affairsinOhiopyle, you havetogoback
toback tothelate 70s—about thesametime
I mademy first descent  theriver.

At that time, researchersfrom
PennStateUniversitywerecommissioned
to prepare a study for potentia future
river use. Thair missonwasto determine
thecarryingcapacityd theriver and make
recommendati onshow thenumberscould
be divvied up s0 as to support a viable
commercia raftingindustry —yetbeequi-
tableto privatepaddiers.

Penn State's answer wasto dedi-
cate 50%d the capacity to commercialy
guided rafting trips, 40%to privaterafts,
and 10%to private boaters.

O course, the mgority o the
"private” rafters on the Lower Yough
rented al d their equipment from the
commercid outfitterslocatedinOhiopyle.
S in redlity, commercia interestsdomi-
nated 90%d theuser days. But hardboaters
didn't bitch much. Especidly since the
"private" rafterswererequired to reserve
alaunchtimewhileboaterscould put on
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~without advance notice.

But that policy changed in 1990
when DougHoehn, thenew park superin-
tendent, extended the reservationsystem
tohardboaters. Andthepublicoutcryfrom
boatershad bardly subsided by 1992when
Hoehnarbitrarily decided to requireafee
aspart d thereservation process.

Hoehn's justification for the
chargewasanew Pennsylvania State Park
fee schedule implemented without ben-
efitd publiccommentin1992. Thesched-
ule included fees for whitewater access
applicableat the Pennsylvaniaparksthat
accommodated paddling on the
Y oughioghanyand Lehigh RiversandSlip-
pery Rock Creek.

But enforcement d thefeeswasnot man-
dated. In fact, only Ohiopyle chose to
charge boaters.

Boatersbaked at Hoehn's capri-
ciousaction. Led by theThreeRiversPad-
dling Cluband theKeystoneCanoe Club,
acodlitiond privateboatersorganized a
boycott d Lower Yough whitewater--
choosingto “paddle after threewhen the
river is free'—and scheduled a series d
protests.

Theprotesti ngpaddl ersobjected
to the user feeon several different levels:

Firg o dl, the system used to



approve the fee schedule was undemo-
cratic. Formerly, changesin park regula-
tionswererequired to pass throughamulti-
tiered approva processthat dlowed for
public comment. However, last year the
Pennsylvania DEC ramrodded a policy
changethat enabled park regul ationstobe
ateredwithout publicinput. So—not only
did boatersresent the new fees, but they
objected to the way they wereinitiated.

Apparently, Pennsylvanialegis-
latorshave aso taken adim view o the
DEC's new policy and have introduced
HouseBill 2364 which would once again
require public comment before changing
park rules. If the bill passes, and boaters
are urged to voice their support o the
legislation, the schedule fee pushed
through under the old system would be
void.

That being thecase, you'd think
the paddling clubswould be more effec-
tive picketing the state capitol in Harris-
burg. Or simply burying their congress-
men with letters. But theissue hasdeve -
oped into somethingmorethan aquarrel
with thebureaucrats..it's becomeabasic
disagreement about how Hoehn handles
private boaters.

For instance, many boaters per-
ceive the fees as Hoehn's attempt to re-
solveinefficienciesin thereservationsys-
temcreated by rafters. Previoudly, the40%
d thelaunch times dedicated to private
rafterswere allocated to individualsand
commercia equipment rental companies
at no charge on a first-come-first-served
basis. However, many d thelaunchdots
went unused when private individuals
cancelled trips or the commercialsfailed
torent equipmentfor agivenput-intime.

Consequently, the river wasn't
used to itsfullest potential. Or—using a
more jaundiced viewpoint—thecommer-
cids were losing opportunities to rent
equipment. By demanding anominal feg,
the park could cut down on the specula-
tive reservation of launch times. Not to
speak d makingback afew bucksfor the

park.

O course, for boaterswhodidn't
want tobe apart o thereservationprocess
in thefirst place, being assessed afeeto
help perpetuate the system was intoler-
able

And for Pennsylvaniaboaters—
who like citizens & most Northeastern
states have seen their taxes rise signifi-
cantly in the last few years-theidea
paying another feeespecially rankled.

"Hdl, I’'m getting taxed todeath,"
Jessesaid. "' And now they're making me
pay again to use public land. What are
boaters going to get back for paying the
fees?Nothing! Hell, they're going to take
the money and make a parking lot for
mountain bikers. And they don't charge
them a goddamned thing!**

Itwas2:55. Timetofinaly get on
theriver. Jessewas till besideme aswe
shoulderedour boatsand crossed theroad
to thecheck-in station.

"Il tellyouanother thing' Jesse
said." Thepark rangersgoout d theirway
tohasdeboaters.I'm tellingyou, they'd as
soonweweren't here”

Now, I'd heardthat park officids
had been, well, testyintheir dealingswith
boaters. Butthoserumors had mostlycome
from paddlers..and you had to consider
thesource. Boatersnever haveresponded
well to authority figures.

| figured therangershad atough
job to do. And you don't usudly win
popularity contestsenforcingtherules.

Westood in alongline, waiting
toregister our namesand addressesinthe
logat theportalsto theput-inpath. Tothe
side d the sign-in station. a uniformed
ranger stood in the middle d the trail,
armsfolded acrosshischest, blocking the
routeto theriver.

"Thisisnew," | ssidtoJese"Do
you aways need to sign in, even after
three?"

"You do when there's ademon-
dration,” Jessesaid.

"It's three odock,” someone

chirped from the back o theline.

The ranger snapped hishead in
our direction." Notby mywatch," hesaid.
"It's only 2:59.”

Three minutes later, the ranger
started permittingpassagedown thetrail.
Before a boater passed the gate, hed tdl
the ranger his name so the park could
double-check that hed actually signedin.

"That's because people have
signedinusingnameslikeSaddam Hussein
and DonadDuck,” Jessewhisperedtome

Thelinemoved forward slowly.
Finaly, the ranger verified that Caron,
Jesseand | had indeed checked in. We
werecleared for put-in.

Theboatersbehind usweren't so
lucky.

"Wecan only allow15boatersto
put-in every haf hour," the ranger said.
"Youll havetowait."

What?

"Isthat anew rule, too?" | asked
Jesse.

"Hel, no" Jessesaid. " They just
made that up now to hasdeus"

| guessyou don't win any popu-
larity contestsmaking up rules, either.

| wasstill smmering asl slid my
boat into the green water.

"l don't need this bullshit," |
thoughttomysdf."l don't carewhat kind
d memoriesl have—it's notthesameplace
it usedtobe"

Butintheend, it wasJesse—dbeit
a camer Jesse—who brought me to my
SENses.

"You know, the sad thing is |
only live45 minutesaway,” Jessesaid. "'l
could breeze over hereadl the time. And
my littleboy, wel, hels fivenow and ina
coupled yearshell fitintoaboat. I'd like
to come over here with him. It's such a
pretty place..”

It wasif Jessg's words opened a
curtain before me. | looked around and
suddenly noticed: onceon theriver, noth-
ing had changed. In the late afternoon
withonly afew other boatersaround—the



scenewasthesameas1982...hell, itwasthe |
sameas1978.

We caught a million eddies in
Entrancethen attained our way to thetop
todoit again. Wesurfed at Cucumber and
worked theriver through Eddy Turnand
Dartmouth Rapids. We boofed over the
holeat Railroad and ferried our way back
to theleft. Wesidesurfed at Swimmers..

Wadl...we didn't play at Swim-
merslong. Jesse had only enjoyed a few
blastsin hissquirt boat and | had executed
a couple doughnuts when a father with
twoyoungboystook their placeinlinefor
the hydraulic.

Toavoid humiliation, Jesseand |
retreated to shore and joined the proud
father watchinghissonstear up the hole.
Theboyscouldn't havebeen over twelve,
but they doughnutted and handsurfed
and handrolled with shouts of glee.
"They're experiencing their own summer
d ’82,” | thought to mysdlf.

The light was fading when we
finaly pushed on. We were practicaly
aoneaswepaddl edthefinal miles. All my
complaintshad been cleansed by another
day on theriver.

| thought I'd never want to be
anywheredse.

o, | learned my lesson: you can
gohomeagain. Butl'd liketofirethedamn
housekeepers.

EPILOGUE

The protestsat Ohiopyleturned ugly
on the final weekend of June.

In theearly morning, vandalsdiced
the tube stems on the tires of fhebuses that |
carry private rafters and boaters out of the

river corridor —stranding river userswheo had
ignored theboycott until 4:30in theafternoon.
No private boater has been implicated at this
time, but there's beenfinger-pointing in their
direction.

On the same day, a kayaker ap=
proached arental raft that had broached on a
mid-river rock stranding theoccupants.When
the rafters requested assistance, the boater
replied " Sure” —then pulled out his knife the
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Youthful boater carves up the hydraulic at Swimmers on the Lower Yough

T diced the tubes.

Spokespersons from the protesting
organizations plead that acts of
monkeywrenchingdo not help their cause.

However —theopposing sdealso did
not distinguish itselfduring the weekend.

Park rangers placed severe limita-
tions on the size of the demonstration even
though the organizershad secured necessay
permits. Oncethedemonstrationshad started,

rangersthreatened toarrest protesterson sev-
eral occasions. The offense? Protesters had
stepped a foot out of thelr designated protest
zone.

And in the most bizarre incident,
rangersreportedlyraided the Youth Hostel at
Ohiopyleat two in the morning searching for
illegal consumption of alcohol. Boaters claim
the presenceof two prominent protesterstrig-
gered the harassment.



Nolan dreamed of water

nymphs. But were they

actually water nymphs
trying to lure him onto the

rocks of a technical rapid
with their hypnotic song?

By DAVID WALLACE



"You better give methekeysto
therental car,” | said to Nolan.

It wasn't exactly avoted confi-
dencefor Nolan Whitesdll ashe prepared
to run theclassVI- Granite Domesection
d Cdifornias MiddleFork d the Feather
River. But after scouting the one-third
mile stretch d continuous rapids, | fig-
ured therewasadistinct possibilitythat a
boat could belost here,

It wasn't that | was unfeeling
about Nolan's well being. If he got into
trouble, | felt wecould alwaysget himout.
But for thisrapid, | felt moresecurecaring
the keyswith me.

After dl, | was running the far-
right route. Thelinewhose primary diffi-
culty lay in avoidingthe thick clumps o
poison oak that guarded the shore.

We werein the heart d Devil's
Canyonon thelast day d a3 day Middle
Fork o the Feather river trip in northern
Cdlifornia. Devil's Canyonisanawesome
1000 foot granite-walled gorgewith huge
graniteboul dersforming the rapids.

Our last 3dayshasbeenafantas-
tic collaged chalengingwhitewater, in-
credibleSierrascenery and sun, and good
camaraderieamong4 friends—the making
d a"dassc" expert wildernessriver trip.

Wehad startedthefinal day run-
ninga number d spectacular rapids, but
they paled in comparisonto thetowering
Granite Dome where the river plunged
out d sight. Portagetimefor al but the
most bold d paddlers—or for those who
redllyhateboat hiking. And Nolanqualfied
on both counts.

A wicked classV entrancehole
guarded thetop portiond GraniteDome,

which Nolan handled without incident. |

Fromthesafety o shore, weexhaedasigh
d reief. Some Cdiforniafriendstold us
that the week before, an expert Idaho
kayaker had been severely trashed run-
ning thissection. Not good, for you are
deepinthecanyon, andtheportagetrail is
SO vertical feet up thediff.

Suddenly, we could hardly be-

California's Middle_ Fork of t_he F_eather

Curt Lupo enters "Hole-In-the-Box.”

lieve the scene that quickly unfolded.
Nolan was nhow swimming thevery ugly
crux portion d rocksand raging current
pouring into a huge hole. Immediately
below wasabout 40feet o swiftly moving
water leadingto thel6foot vertical water
fall grand finde. The canoe went right,
wassucked into avertical jam crack, and
disappeared.

Glad | had thosecar keys.

Nolan swam like a bad dog for
the river left eddy above the fals and
made adesperatefinger tip lungefor the
smoothly polished granite wall. While
clickingaway photos, | thought to mysdlf
thisisgoingto beinteresting..

To quotefrom extreme funhogs
HolbeckandStanleyin AGuide tothe Best |
Whitewater intheState of California, “This
isit! TheMiddleFork o theFeather River
isthe best self-supported wilderness trip
in Cdlifornia'. Throughout the 1980s |
kayaked all over California. But although
the Middle Fork had ranked high on my
"todo" lig, | ended up movingto Atlanta
before getting on theriver.

Sincemovingto Atlanta, | regu-

larly paddled with open canoe
extraordinaireNolan Whitesdll who also
had been wanting to do the Feather. |
decided to makeit happen thisyear.

Beddes, neither d us were get-
ting any younger.

Californiain 1992 wasin its 6th
year inarow d drought conditions. April
snowpack for the Feather River drainage
was a paltry 46%d normal making the
window d do-ability very short. After
planning with people and making plane
arrangements, it wasincredibly disheart-
ening to hear that the river was quickly
dropping and might run out before we
could get there!

| called theflowphonenumber 3
timesaweek tocheck theMerimack guage
reading. It wasgoing to beclose. Finaly
May 8 came and the water waslow, but
gtill above the recommended minimum.
Nolanand | areon.

Saturday at 2:30 AM found usat
Milsap Bar campground—take-outfor the
3day Franklin/Devil’s Canyonrund the
MiddleFeather. Wewere" greeted" a the
ungodly hour o 6:00 AM by oned my



long time California boating, climbing,
and skiing friends Michael Latendresse.
Michael isa5.12 climber and expert Sierra
wildernesskayaker. 1n1991 he madethe
3rd descent d the San Joaquin Canyon
from Devil's Postpile—an awesome5 day
climbing, kayaking, and boat hikingepic
through theHigh Sierra.

Curt Lupo from the Fresno/
Oakhurst arearounded out our groupd 3
kayaksand1canoe. Curtisaveterinarian,
and camepreparedwith anextensivewil -
dernessmedical kit. | felt confident that
Curtwould beabletostitch up and repair
most injured animals we may encounter,
but what about mangled boaters?

As headed for the put-in, we
downstream glimpses awesomeclass V+
whitewater d theBad Rock Canyon sec-
tiond the Feather. We had planned on

dam builders had similar plans for the
Middle Fork, but thanksto early conserva-
tion efforts the undamned Middle Fork
was protected asoned our first National
Wild and Scenicrivers.

The upper Middle Feather run
begingl i ke amellowcreek at NelsonPoint.
Theflow looked like400 to 500 CFS We
knew that wewould pick up severa side
creeks along the way, but day one was
going to berocky. This32 milesectionto
Milsap Bar hasareasonableoveral gradi-
ent d about 70feet per mile (FFPM), pool
and drop rapids, withI1lmilesd 8010110
FPM. Difficulty d V-(Stanley) to v+
(Cassady) dependi ngonwhichguidebook
you read.

Packing for asdlf-supportexpert
kayak trip isalwayschalenging,and this
trip would be the most difficult | had
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Hanging out in the Devil's Canyon Tanning Salon

Badd Rock asanalternatedestinationif the
water wastoo low for the upper section.
Thankfully, it appears that our original
Festher tripisago—thevolumeat Milsap
Barisabout 700CFS Bad Rock canwaitto
another day.

Onthedriveweal sopassthrough
the North Fork o the Feather River Can-
yon. Thissection is reduced to a mere
tricklebecaused themultipledams. The

attempted with aloaded boat. Lean and
mean would beour motto! Luckilyfor us,
theweather wasclassic Cdifornia—warm
and sunny—so no tents, minimalist 2 |b.
degpingbag, foodfor 3days, clothes, safety
gear, plusl pint d scotch and 1 liter o
wine—definitenecessities.

Nolan's canoe might aswell bea
raft in comparisonto our kayaks—jus fill
up the black bagsand lash themon. We
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should've stuffed a sx pack or two in
there.

While packing, Nolan told us
aboutadreamhehad: hewassurrounded
by sx wood/river nymphsd thefemae
type (nymphettes?).

"And oh, you were there too,
David,”" Nolan said. "But don't worry. |
told you, 'No way." After al, you're hap-
pily married."

"But, hey," | replied, "thisis a
dream, right?"

Nolan later confided that he
could part with one— maybe. But for the
restd thetrip, wheneverwecouldn't find
Nolan, weknew hewasin searchd those
elusivenymphettes.

AndwherebetterthantheMiddle
Fork o the Feather tofind adream?

We finally shoved off around
nooninour loaded boats. Atabout3900 ft.
elevation, very nicelargepinesand ever-
greensabound. Just after mile8 we en-
tered our first real canyon, and things
immediately started to get interesting—-
thenext 3milesaveragedalmost105FFPM.
Thecanyonis”V” shaped with red rock
and huge talus slopesforming one wall.
Theriver dropped out o sightway below-
-wildernessboating at it's finest.

Wefédl into our pattern of eddy
hoppingour way down. Whentheharder
rapidsfell awvay too steeply to see from a
kayak, Nolan proved very handy. Hejus
stood up to acquire a better perspective
beforetherapid! Hed then provideabrief
descriptionthen charge down leaving us
tofollow. Weran mostd thecanyonthis
way, andfoundfantasticclassIVand"'fun”
V rapids.

Michadl brought along a video
camera—conning Nolan to carry it—and
we shot video whenever we got out to
scout the big drops.

Around mile 9, Nolan led us
through a class IV boulder garden. An
initial 4 foot drop through a small hole,
and rock alomto the bottom. No prob-
lem.



Nolan Whitesell crashes through a chute flanked by granite boulders in the heart ofDevil's Canyon

Curt went next. At the 4 foot
drop, Michael and | watched as Curt was
sucked backwards before coming out o
hisT-Slalom which proceeded to execute
aperfect tail stand. Fortunately, Michael
wasin positionto assist from shore.

Attributing Curt's dilemma to
simply not paddling hard enough of the
drop, | chargedif theledgepaddlinghard.
| clearedtheholefine, but my nosestartto
diveand my boat abruptly stopped.
"What theF___ 1"

I'mstuck. Noseunderwater and
tail upintheair. After afew seconds, |
notice something just under water and
now on top d my sprayskirt—alog! I'm
under aratherlargelogwhichissideways
inthedrop. | decidethat beforel sink any
more, or worse, that the boat gets some
ideaaboutfolding,l'd rather gofor alittle
swim. Can't reachthesprayskirtgrabloop,
and Damm, that Bushsport skirt REALLY
stays on. | finally get clear and wash
UNDER thelog, and pop upin therapid.

I'm OK, but| fed very stupid at not assess-
ing Curt’s situationbetter. Curtand I greet
each other at the bottom o the rapid as
""Brothersd thelLog".

We continued alternating be-
tween paddling through calm beautiful
stretches and challenging steep drops.
After al our excitement, theday isabout
goneandthethought d runningunknown
classV latein the day always makes me
rather "anxious’, so we agreed to stop at
thenext nicecamp. Wefoundacampwith
a great downstream view d the canyon
wall and calledit aday. Weguessweare
around mile 10t011. Thiscamp isaperfect
spot for wood nymphettes, but we areall
too tired tolook.

When you do kayak self-sup-
ports, keepingyour gear dry isthenamed
thegame. AsCurt and | bothtook swvims,
there was plenty d opportunity to get
thingswet. My gear wasdry, but Curtis
not solucky. Hisdown deepingbagisa
littlebit wet, whichissort d likebeinga
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littlebit pregnant.

I'm carryingmost d thedinners,
and pasta with killer red clam/veggie
sauce, soup, french bread, red wine, and
cookieswasthecall for thenight. Lighten
that boat, YEAA! Thundering Franklin
Canyonawaitsustomorrow. For anight-
cap we have Advil with a scotch chaser.
Advil-the drug d choicefor the™older"
athlete—and better paddling through
chemistry asoned my kayaking doctor
friendsused to say!

Soft spoken Curt, wefind out,
isan" expert" onwomen. He proceedsto
tell us his theory d "Show No Dedre'”.
Nolan is particularly interested in this
theory, andwehavealively discussionon
thisimportant topic.

Curtclaimsthat thekey todating
Nirvanna isto show no desirefor thefirst
three dates. Be attentive, d course, but
appear disinterestedin thephysical aspect
d arelationship.

THEN hesays, thewomen get to



wondering"hey,th s guy'snot interested!"
Accordingto Curt, thewomen proceed to
takecharge!

Obvioudly, thisdoesn't apply to
boating women—they are more likely to

take charge from the get-go! But we
pondered Curt's theory as a rising hdf
moon illuminatedthe night sky.

| woke up around 6:15 AM to a
cool morning. | took my minimalist sys-
tem almost to the limit, even sleepingin
pileclothingand a hat. | looked over at
Nolan, and he had his own idea o
“minimalism”--2 pillowsborrowed from
theairplane fulllengthexpeditionTherm-
aRed, full deeping bag, and even the
latest issued AmericanWhitewater!

Michadl is at the opposite ex-
treme—his homemade Slegping bag is a
glorified space blanket weighing adl o 1
pound. Helookscozy though, and since
he's paddlingaCorsicaShehastobelean
and mean.

As soon as the sun cleared the
canyon rim it's instantly warm. Weve
brought along copies d the brief river
descriptions, so we get a preview o
Franklin Canyon: Stanley saystoexpect 2
portagesand plenty o actionwith an av-
eragegradient of 85FPM for 7mileswith
some110 thrown in; Cassady says turbu-
lentClass V+ rapidswithshortpools. llike
both guidebooks, but most kayakers fedl
that Cassady overrates rapids by about

haf aclass. Regardless, weknowwere in
for someseriousbigtimefun! | took more
carein packing my boat, makingsurethat
the heaviest items are right behind my
Seat.

ThePacificCrest Trall bridgesig-
nalsthestart o Franklin Canyon. Inless
than ahdf milewecameto asteep drop

| which terminated in a12 foot waterfal.

The rapids are cut through bedrock and
bordered by craggy rockwalls. | had been
advised to portage thisrunnable looking
falls because d arock shdf hidden just
below the surface in the landing zone.
Perfect for kayak pitoning. Nolanand his
canoe—theultimatefat boat-excd at this
kindd drop and cleared therock and hole

| eadily. Our portageisshort but vertical,

and theeasiest optionfor uswastolower
our kayaksdownto Nolan and then jump
into theriver.

Weére bardly back in our boats
when we had to get out at arapid called
Hole-In-The-Box. The main current
plunged in a series d steps, and then
funneled intoanarrow slantingcut inthe
rock—an 8 ft. wide and very turbulent
"flumeride”. Hammer time. Cassady
calsthis V+, but today it's funV. The
bottom holecompletely buried everyone,
including Nolan, and there's plenty o
hootin and hollerin for the video--
AHOOO!

Welunched at abeautiful waterfall tum-
blingintotheriver. It's hot and sunny, so
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Left: Curt threads through a
narrow slot in Franklin Canyon.

Right: In this series, Nolan
clears the top of Granite Dome
Falls (top) only to run into trouble
in the crux above the falls
(middle). In the bottom photo
Nolan's canoe is about to enter
the "jam crack" on the right side:

wework on our "au natural” tans at the
granite tanning salon. Above us on the
diff are remainsfrom dreams gone bust
chasing gold—old rusty pumps, engines,
pipe, and cable. We are DEEP in the
middle o nowheresville—no roads, no
bridge, no trail. We are amazed at the
effortsput forth in pursuit o thoselittle
yellow flakes. Heading back to the boats
wehear thewarningd a“buzz worm"—a
small, butloudrattlesnake. Thatguy could
really ruin your day!

Therestd theafternoonwasvery
fun, but difficult. Thereare many rapids,
and themilesdo not passeasily. Justwhen
wethink thingsmight easeup, thebottom
fallsout and another bigdropl oomsahead.
Oftentheharder rapidshavelongclasslvV
lead-inswhichterminateinaclass"V ish"
bigdrop—requiringcareful eddy catching
right uptotheedge. Atonerapid, | watch
Michadl through my camera viewfinder
goover a5foot drop, and thencompletely
disappear. | took thecameradowntosee
what happened, and his kayak exploded
completely out o thewater in abooming
tailstand. Heindicated rockpitoning,and
strongly recommended portaging.
Michael then told us he submarined
straight tothebottomof thehighly aerated
water and waspinned momentarily. That
makes" excitable moments” for al o us
now except Nolan. We joke about it, but
didn't redizethat Nolan's timewill come.

Late in the day finds us again






scoutingaclassV rapid. Thesun haslong
passedthispartd thecanyonandthedrop
looksominousin theshadows. Therewas
somesortd man-madeactivityhere. Huge
timberscrosstheriver likean attempt was
made at some sort  dam. Lotsdf ugly
pinningspotsamongthelogs, astheriver
cascadedthrough thedebris. Thefinal 10
ft. vertical drop required aski jump over
large logs which we ran successfully on
river left. Kayakershavebeen swept un-
der logson theriver right side-beware!

Around 5:45 we finally came to
theoldPCT bridge,and anexcel lentbeach/
meadow campsite. Very large, and no
people. Thesunisstill out onthebeachso
westripto formal wood nymph attireand
soak up thelast o therays. Anotherfine,
but long day—madeawhopping12 miles!
We cooked up another killer dinner, and
enjoy thewarm eveningon thebeach shar-
ing hitsd that nasty scotch—Nolan's fave.

I lovethewild, " out-there' fed -
ing | get from doing these longer self-
support kayak trips. Thefreedomtocamp
at somegrestisolated sitesuchasthis, and
at least for afew daysbelight-yearsaway
from the"rea world". Carryinggeer is
your ticket to explore a fantastic wilder-
nessriver suchastheMiddleFeather, and
the paddlingmassesare NOT goingto be
therewith you. Thesesamefedingsjust
cant beduplicated in day trips. If were
goingto seeany eveningnymphettesthis
isour last chance.

Day 3—Devil's Canyon day—up
early thismorning to get going. Weonly
havelOmilestodo today, sowehavethis
wildideathat weMIGHT get off theriver
ealy—Not! After packing this morning
my boat feelsgreat in comparison to day
one. Weve eatenmost d our food, sowe
better get out today. | don't tell Nolan,
Michadl, and Curt how light my boat fedls
for fear they'll give me morestuff.

Whenitcomestoportaging,Curt
and especially Michadl turn into moun-
taingoad They both have portage pads
sewn on theshouldersd their lifgackets
and view carrying your boat as a part o

Sierrakayaking. | think that Michael actu-
alylikesit—Zenandtheartd boat hiking.
| am a portage wimp in comparison to
thosetwo. Michae issporting his usual
fineriver attire: white poly-pro top and
bottomswhich he pretty much wearsthe
wholetime. Ibelieveheeven did an18day
Grand Canyontrip and worethesameset
for theentiretime!

Weknow we had someboat hik-
ing to do today, and somedifficult rapids
ingranite-walled Devil'sCanyon. Wehad
six milesuntil thestartd Devil's Canyon,
and the five miles or so below our camp
featurefunclasslV toeasy Vrapids—-some
d thebest on thetrip. Wealsohad more
water now, and theampleflow provided
plenty d action.

We crashed down one seriesd
classlV dropson thefly among bigboul -
ders, only to round a corner and find
ourselvesat theLip d abig vertical drop
with tiny eddies. Nolan's boat was par-
tidly filled with water and missed the
eddy, but managed to “park” on alarge
rock literally on thebrink o thebigdrop.
With water washing over the rock, we
watch ashegingerly stepsout, emptieshis
boat, and then launchesdf therock into
thecrashing holesbelow!

We get faked out a few times
thinking we’re finally out o FranklinCan-
yon, only to plungeback intovertical rock
walls. Weresoon atanother bigdropwith
Nolan uponarock togivethereport—"no
problem-down the middlewith speed”.
I've boated a lot with Nolan in hard
whitewater, and know that he can easily
bridge holes that | may end up back-
enderingin. If hesays, "' withspeed”, | pay
attention. Curt hadn't figuredthisoutjust
yet, and lead down the middle. We soon
sehisboat gointo avertical tail stand—1
hatethat!

Michad and | struggled out
our boatswhile Nolan gavecommentary:
"W, hel's OK, but sidesurfing—actually
looks pretty stable--still surfing—now
swimming". Wescrambled up tosee Curt
OK down below, and hisboat continuing

tosurf without him. After 10-15minutes,
NolansuggestedrammingCurt’s boat with
his canoe as a way to extract it from the
hole. Finally, just asNolanismakingarun
atit, theboatcameout d thehole. Michael
and | bothski jumped theholewith gusto!

Aroundnoonwecometo Devil's
Canyon—mile 28—only 4.5 miles to go.
Devil's Canyonhastoweringgranitewalls
andisawesomelybeautiful. Thecharacter
d the rapids have aso changed—huge
sectionsd granite have broken off and
falenintotheriver. Wedowly enter the
Canyonmarvelingat thescenery, but anx-
iousat thethought d what liesahead. We
ran great rapids among the big granite
boulders, and seea200ft. waterfall cascad-
ing down theleft exfoliated granite wal.
Thisistheareamy kayaking doctor friend
Tom Petty calls the "Verandd'—a large
granite slab and ledge camp with a full
view d thewaterfall and canyon. THISis
wherethenymphettesmust hangout! We
declarelunch, and partakein the Devil's
Canyon tanning salon.

Bedk on theriver, we cameto a
large pool above a suspicious big drop,
bordered by alarge granite dome-Granite
Dome Fdld Time to finish my Granite
DomeFdlsstory:

Friendshad told methat class VI-
GraniteDomeFalswasrunnabl eat lower
flows, such astoday. | had also figured
that Nolanwould seriouslyconsider run-
ning it, because: 1) he very much likesa
chalenge; and 2) the1/3 milelong carry
through thewoods aong thecanyon rim
withaloaded canoewaslikely to beaball-
buster! Setting safety for him, however,
wasgoingtobeaproblem. Thissectionis
long, and theriver plungessteepl ywith50
ft. verticalwall sonthe right and 1000 ft. on
theleft. Wewere ableto position throw
ropes about hdf way down, but for the
final crux section—the"Big Enchiladd'—
Nolan would be on hisown.

Nolansuccessfullyranthetop2/
3 d the section, and scouted the moves
leadingtothefalls. Theideawastorun the
left side o the 16 ft fdls, but that part



would be cakein comparison to the stuff .
right aboveit. Nolanhasabomber canoe
roll,andevenahandsroll, but helatertold
us that he made the decision to swim if
anythingwentwrong. Hedidn't think he
could makeit to therunnable left side d
thefallsif hetried torall.

We watched from the rim as he
madetheclassIIl ferry back toriver right,
but helost hisfocusand washed against a
bolder. Almogt instantly, his upstream
edgewent under and he was swimming
thegnarlycrux! Ouch! Thecanoewashed
right and disappearedmomentarilyinthe
right sidejam crack, only to come shooting
outverticallyand deposititself inthecalm
pool below! NolanwasOK after makinga
desperatelungefor aledgeontheleftside
abovethefdls.

| found aroutedown thecanyon
wal, and made my way out to a large
boulder acrossfrom Nolan. The best op-
tion appeared to bearopeassisted swim.
Wewere about 25feet upstreamfrom the
fdls. We had a brief discussion on IF
anything goes wrong, Nolan likely goes
overthefdls. Heseemedconcerned! | say-
-"No Worries"!

Serioudy,| hadasolid, anchored,
position on therock, and | figured Nolan
would be so0 ""pumped" that hed jump
haf way to meanyway—whichiswhat he
did! Thenit waslike pullingin abigd’
carp. We climbed out and finished the
portagewhich was not that bad, and re-
united withMichagl and Curt. It wasthe
first timel'd ever seen Nolan swim.

O course, | figured hemust have
had a reason. It must have been those
Water Nymphs. LiketheSirensd mythol-
ogy whose songslured sailorsintocrash-
ing on rocks, the sweet voices o the
Nymphsmust havecharmedNolandff his
line.

Weweresoon backinour boats,
and as far as | was concerned—it would
suit me jud fine if the river were just
"mellow" class IV to the take-out—but
NOOO! Hard rapids continued to less

than a mileupstreamd thebridge. The™
kayaksdo onelast portagearound a15ft
drop, which Nolanrunsfine. Thismakes
atotal d 6 portagesfor Michad and Curt
(7for me), and 21/3-we’ll count Granite
DomeFdlsasa1/3—for Nolan.
Wewereeprobablywithinamile
or sod thetake-out and out scoutingour
last class”V ish" drop. After seeingit, |
was ready to hike if there had been a
reasonabl eportage—adrenalinwise, | had
shotmywad. Michael and Curtwerenone
toeager either, sol probethel5ft. slanting
chute into a turbulent hole which then
required running a rocky second drop.
Michadl, Nolan, and | made it through
upright, but Curt flipped and swam after
washingupsidedown over therocks. We
arrived at the take-out bridge at 5:45—-
tired, but very satisfied. Wehad just com-

saw another boater!

So, is this therun for you? It is well
withintheranged seasoned expertswho
can handle a true wildernessexperience.
No oneday was as hard as Cherry Creek
(upperTuolumne), butall threedaystaken
togetherwitha oaded boat isdemanding,
and addsto the difficulty. Thecombina-
tion d difficult rapids, portaging, and

pleted 3fantasticclassV days, and never ¥

Nolan Whitesell, David Wallace and Micheal Latendresse enjoy a beer at the take-out.

- paddling 32 miles makesfor aphysical 3
days—No Wimps!

If the Franklin and Devil's Can-
yons had road access, they would bein-
stant advanced/expert classics and very
popular. | muchprefer thewayitis-atrue
wildernessexperienceonly for thosethat
redly want it. If the thought d carrying
overnightgearinyour boatisholdingyou
back—Hey, it's OK!—yaull still beableto
paddlefine. If you're whining that you
can't play with overnight gear--don't
worry, the Middle Feather has tons o
great rapids-youwon't bebored. Sofor
thosedesiringthat western, expert, multi-
day funhogexperience, theMiddle Feether
iswaiting.

David Wallace assisted in the compi-
lation of the AWA's Close Calls
Survey and has contributed articles to
the safety section of American
Whitewater.




Deep in the heart of Texas?

BIGWATER

‘The lesson is that

‘Texas boaters
:should never

ichase rumors of .

' ‘water; if you are

éthere, boatit. But

‘what happens

| ‘when the river is

| flowing at 83,000
CFS?

Photo by Larry Kolvoord
Austin American-Statesman
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By CAROLYN PORTER

Thereporter,armsfol ded,leaned
against his truck. It was a4-whed drive
Bronco, emblazoned with the Channel 7
logo."You havegot tobe kidding," hesaid
asthefour o uspiledout o our truck. He
gaped at thekayakson themud-spattered
pickup, andthenat thesecondtruck carry-
ing three moreboatsand boaters. No one
answered himright away. Thegroup that
had chattered nervoudy on the 45-mile
drivefrom Austin was now quiet.

ThePedernalesRiver at Johnson
City, Texas, usually runsameager 150cfs.
Today it washigher. Officialsexpectedthe
river to crest at noon at 83000 cfs and
about 11 feet above normal. The news
bulletinswarned ranchers to move live-
stock out d low-lying areasand the park
rangers speculated that the flood might
reach the Lyndon B. Johnsonfamily cem-
etery. It had started todrip Tuesday after-
noon. And kept up Wednesday. And be-
gantoreally pour on Thursday. It was now
Friday and the central Texashill country
was under aflash flood warning. An un-
usual warm weather pattern had stalled
over Texas, leading to record December
rainfalls.

TheTV reporter had apoint. He
and hiscameraman,wearingthoseyellow
raincoatsand pantsthat arethe uniforms
d reporters covering bad weather news
events, had parked at the Highway 281
bridge. They wereshootingfootaged the
treesand other debri stossinginthechoco-
latewater that raced under thebridge. The
assembled boatersbegan to discussalter-
nate flood runs—Barton Creek, the San
Gabrids, or the Llano. One veteran re-
minded usd alessonhehad|earned, after
aday inwhich heled acaravanfromriver
to river for hours before finding some-
thing running. They had finally kayaked
the Colorado for forty-five minutes, the
last fifteenin thedark Onepassenger had
been too car-sick to get on thewater. The
lesson is that Texas boatersshould never
chase rumors d water; if you are there,
boat it. Eventually, peer pressurespurred

us on to the put-in, the incredulous re-
porter in tow.

ThePedernalesishardtocatchin
flood and Texasboatersspeak wistfully o
it. Thesurroundingrocky ranchland, scat-
tered with cedar bushesand smallliveoak
trees, drains quickly. Thewide river bed
cutsthrough limestone, forming terraced
ledges between stonewadls. At"'norma*
flood, theriver isfull o Ocoee-style play

volunteered to drive the shuttle back to
the take-out instead o boating. The re-
maining Six began to gear up—theleve o
each participant's enthusiasm measured
by the speed at which he or she dressed.
Inthemidst o this, two boaters
appearedinthecedar thicket at theedged
the road. They climbed over the fence,
weerily draggingtheir boatsbehi ndthem.
Each |ooked suspicioudly pale and wide-
eyed. They confirmed that three others

Bill Leon surveys a mid-river jumble of waves on the flood-stage Pederanales.

~spotswith plenty o holesand waves. The
few hazardsare usually gun-toting land-
owners, lawsuit-wary park officids, or
angry fire ants. Today the hazards ap-
pearedtobe submergedfences mid-stream
trees, and river-widehydraulics.
Thelow-watercrossngonRanch
Route1320hasal0-foot flood gauge. The
riverisrunnabl eif waterisat | eastonefoot
over the road. As we pulled up to the
crossing, it wasclear that theroad and the
gaugewereunder water. Thereappeared
100yardsacrosstheriver and unstable4-
5 foot waves stretched around the bend
wherewe had expected tofind flat water.
It began to rain again. A new bout o
uncertainty hitthegroup. Onemember, to

hiscredit, reevaluated hisskill level and

-had gone on but that the "twelve-foot

wavesthatexplodedinyourfaceand drove
youbackwardweretoomuch." Uponhear-
ing that they were nearingthefirst rapid,
they elected the mile-long portage out.
Thehikeback to the put-in had left them
with booties ful o prickly-pear cactus
thorns. They repeated this story to the
attentivereporter and hiscameraman, but
refused togivetheir namesbeforelimping
off to their car. Somewhat unnerved, we
madeanother group sanity check. Findly,
we put our boatsin, waved tothecamera,
and wereswept into thecurrent.

It did not take long to find out
why the portagershad madetheir choice.
Theriver varied between 100 to 200 feet
wide. We struck an unhappy medium,



riding the choppy currents uncornfort-
ably closetothehugewavesat center and
unnervingly closeto the half-buried trees
atwater’sedge. Occasionally asurge would
break into afrothy wave, creatinga sud-
densde-surf opportunity beforedis-

lowers crested awave, they encountered
Fred and Marshall side-surfing a six-foot
high hole, their boats occasionally dam-
mingtogether. Therest d thepack fought
toavoidthesamefate, somed them miss-

| but asecond run would likely end in the
dark. Thereporterandcameramangreeted
| usat thetake-out, thrustingamicrophone
| in the face d the first boater to beach
himsalf. He described our run and in-

appearing. For thefirst fifteen min-
utes, we hugged theright shore, re-
memberingadam somewhereinthe

first few miles. It appeared unex-
pectedly fast and required the lead
boatsto paddlehard for shorewhile
shoutingwarningstothestragglers.

Wethreaded our way intothetrees [

onriver right to sneak thelow-head
dam. Thedam had astrongdiagonal

cluded awarning that only experi-
. encedkayakersshoul dattempt some-
- thi nglikethis. Whilesomemembers
d the expedition vied for the best
quote, others hid from the camera
lest their employers discover the
abuse d dck leave that was taking
place. Fred described his swim. Al-
ways quick-witted, he dyly identi-
fied himsdf by thenamed the Aus-
tinboater least likely to appreciateit.

waveat thebottomof thesneak route
which tried to push the boats into the
hydraulic. Not far below the dam was a
river-wideledge, runnable on the right,
but creating an equally dangerous spot.

With those hazards past, we be-
camealittlebolder and tentatively eased
outd thechoppy water al ongthebanksto
ridetheroller coaster wavestoward cen-
ter. Theboatswoul dhesitateat thetopand
then slap down onto the backsided the
waves. Eachboaterfollowedthebouncing
helmetinfront, alwaysready to copy any
sudden changeindirection. Unableto see
over the next wave, wewere reluctant to
surf. We rested briefly at the mouth o
NorthGrapeCreek, an excellentflood run
if you can avoid being arrested for tres-
passing. We estimated we had traveled
about ten milesin forty-fiveminutes.

Therewereremarkablyfew holes,
but the ones we found were formed by
river-wideledgesand towered above us.
These holes could not be seen until the
boatstoppedthewavejustinfrontd them
and could not besneaked al ong theshore.
Atongueusually appeared near thecenter
d the hole and some frantic paddling
carried the boats past the violent holesto
either side and over the backwash. Our
lead boat made a pi cturesque back-ender
out d oned them.

It was one d the smaller holes
that caught two d our boats. As the fol-

ing the tip o Fred's boat by inches. The
currentand lack o eddiesprevented pad-
dling back upstream. We fought to stay
closein casesomeoneswamout. Marshall
eventually backed out d the hole, sodis-
orientedfromhisridethatheimmediately
fell over again. Fred wasnot solucky and
swam. After strippinghi md hisprescrip-
tionglassesand ashoe, thehol edischarged
hi m A rescuer picked him up immedi-
ately and began thelong tow to the right
bank, aided by another boat which led
them through the waves. A third boater
plowed Fred's boat to shore. The boater
who picked upthelost paddl eflippedand
executedanadmirabledouble-paddieroll.
Themogtdifficult partd therescueturned
out to bethebarbed-wireeddy fence. The
metal fencetook alargedivot out d one
boat. Fred, winded but unhurt, lay gasp-
ingon thebank. Luckily, theair and water
temperatures were quite warm. Without
his glasses, Fred could no longer see the
river, necessitating that one d us play
seeing-eyeboat for therest o thetrip. Our
collectivebravery had ebbed with Fred's
swim and we stuck to more conservative
routes.

When the worst was behind us
and the end approached, we began to
berate ourselvesfor the amazing waves
we had not surfed for fear d what lurked
behind them. We consulted our watches,

S

Thewater had dropped slightly and
thedebrishad riddenthecrestahead d us.

After reliving our exploitsin sdlf-indul-
gent detail, we headed home. Fred, who
lived an hour in the opposite direction,
wenthomewithapairof borrowedglasses
and an admonishment to replace hisan-
tiquelifgacket.

That night we made the locd
news.

"The PedernalesRiver was et its
worst today...oned the highest levelsin
years..But that did not expect some Aus-
tinkayakersfromtakingadvantaged the
fast moving waters..What is considered
dangerousto someisconsidered a play-
groundtoothers. Thesesix Austinites took
the opportunity to paddle down the tur-
bulent river. Typicdly, the water flows
from 80t0 100 cubicfeet per second here.
Thesekayakerswerebattlingthesurgeat
80,000feet per second. Thedangerousjour-
ney ended with noinjuries.”

(Oneboater commented) "Oh, |
think about midway down therewerere-
aly somebigwavesand bigholesand, you
know, alot d fun."

"The kayakersmade the12-mile
trip in about two hours...While the
kayakersreveled in their victory, locas
werestill concerned about the river."



Conservation continued

the damage has been going onfor so long
and is now so extensive that the "total loss
of biodiversity may never be known."

Karr said that our obsession with
deaning up the chemical pollutionin our
rivers has been myopic. While we were
spendingmorethan$453billionsince 1970
to reduce sewage contamination and in-
dustrial chemical pollution, we were over-
lookingthe biologicalfunctions of free flow-
ing river systems. As aresult, nothing has
beendoneto preserve the biologicalinteg-
rity of any river system in America.

At the hearing, Dr. Arthur Benke
from the University of Alabama Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences, took aim at
hydropower development. He noted that
over 1100 hydro projects are planned or
projected. These wouldincrease the num-
ber of hydro sites in the nation by 50%. Yet
all of these projects would add only 2% to
our total hydro generating capacity. Why ?
Benke said that the best hydro sites are all
developed. Yet FERC still pushes ahead
witha programwhich Dr. Benke called"the
total exploitation of the nations rivers, re-
gardless ofits practicalityand of the degra-

dation of rivers as natural
ecosystems....[FERC’s actions have] al-
ready carried us well past a reasonable
balance between exploitation and preser-
vation"

RIVERS ANDTRAILS PROGRAM

FEELSPAINOFBUDGETKNIFE.

Despite the efforts of AWA Con-
servation Program Director and CapitolHill
lobbyist, Rich Bowers, the National Park
Service River Watch Program (part of the
overall NPS Rivers and Trails Program)
has not escaped the budget knife.

This program is important to
whitewater interests, but anathemato the
NationalHydropower Association, because
it provides funding for National Park Ser-
vice experts to promote outdoor recreation
onriversthreatenedby dambuilders. Each
year anintense lobbying effortis carried on
by American Whitewater and other groups
tokeepthisfundingalive. Atthe sametime,
an equally intense effort is waged by the
Hydropower groups to kill it off.

The Senate appropriations com-
mittee voted to provide only $4.8 millionfor
theentire National Parks Service River and
Trails Program. Thisis less than half of the

$12millionthat river and trail groupsfeelis
needed to fund the program at a reason-
able level. The crush of hydropower
relicensing in 1993 requires a massive

_effort by the Park Service. House leaders

were willing to go with $10 million for the
program, but tightwads in the Seante Ap-
propriations group (a traditionally pro hy-
dro panel) refused to go along.

RIVER REGISTRY
IDEA LIVES ON

In years past, despite eloguent
pleas, AWA has beenunsuccessfulin con-
vincing anyone to work on this problem.
But now Congressman Peter Kostmayer
(D-PA) and Congressman George Miller
(D-CA) are both pushing the idea. A bill
was introduced by Congressman
Kostmayer— and now other river conser-
vationgroupsare jumpingonboard. Ameri-
can Rivers, the Oregon Rivers Council,
River Network, and a bevy of other groups
have all been meeting with AWA to de-
velop a bill that everyone can get behind.
The final product will emerge sometime
this summer or fall. The proposal is being
refined and re-refined at a series of mini-
conventions held in Annapolis, Maryland.

The complete reference of every whitewater river system in America

AWA National Whitewater River Inventory
New 1990 edition updated to include: v |

‘River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers i|
‘Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide 'I
‘Includes mileage, access points and whitewater rating |

Order your |
copy today:

Printed copies available for $15 from AWA Whitewater Inventory, 136- 13th St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also available for $7 on 5 1/4inch floppy disc (requires /BM or 1BM compatible computer with a hard drive and dBase 111

Please send me

Please send me

printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.

Total of §

copies of the AWA Nationwide Whilewater Inventory on Roppy discs in dbase 1l! at $7 each.

Total of §
Enclosed is $
Name:
Street Address:
City:

State and Zip:




AFFILIATES

ADK Genesee Valley
¢/o Jerry Hargrave
47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616
ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301
Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuguerque, NM 87190
AMC Berkshire Chapter
c/o Mike Zabre
34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301
AMC New York
¢fo Trudy L. Wood
41 W. 96th St., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025
AMC SE. Mass.
c/o Mark Klim
49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072
America Outdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901
American Swan Boat
Association
c/o Glen F. Green
312 Duff Avenue
Wenonah, NJ 08090
Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts
c/o Bill Perkins
P.O. Box 60
Erwin, TN 37650
Arkansas Valley
Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 593
Salida, CO 81201
Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104
Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201
Bluegrass Wildwater
Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544
Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128
Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg
c/o Mary Klaue
RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers
c/o Bill Shallbetter
5909 Booth Drive
Burke, VA 22015
Carolina Canoe Club
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605
Central Georgia River
Runners
P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208
Champaign Canoeing
c/o Keech T. LeClair
Brayton Park, Beach Rd.
Ossining, NY 10562
Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Marge Cline
1343 N. Portage
Palatine, IL 60067
Chota Canoe Club
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916
Club Adventure
c/o Adventure Quest
P.O. Box184
Woodstock, VT 05091
Colorado Rocky Mtn. School
c/o Bob Campbell
1493 Rd. 106
Carbondale, CO 81623
Colorado Whitewater
Association
P.O. Box 4315
Englewood, CO 80155-4315
E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club
P.O. Box 5774
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774
Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606
Garden State Canoe Club
¢/o Linda Gorman
170 Stahl's Way
N. Plainfield, NJ 07060
Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357
GLOP.

c/o James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690
Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club
P.O. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841
Guadalupe River Paddlers
c/o Betty Walls
1781 Spyglass Drive, #153
Austin, TX 78746-7914

Headwaters Paddling
AssocC.

Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715
Hoosier Canoe Club

¢/o Dave Ellis
4770 N. Kessler Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208
Housatonic Canoe & Kayak

104 Kent Rd.

Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754
Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters
Box 8118, ISU
Pocatello, ID 83209
Kansas City Whitewater
Club
¢/o G. Rebecca Stark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110
Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston
cfo Peter Cogan
Box 123
Putney, VT 05346
Kayaking I-1V
&fe Schumacher
471 Hagemann Dr.

Livermore, CA 94550
KCCNY
c/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524
Keelhaulers Canoe Club
c/o Jane Allinson
375 Erieview
Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
¢/o Jay Hanks

P.O. Box 26254

Lansing, Ml 48909
Leaping Lounge Lizards
¢/o Rick Norman

3437 E. Green St.

Pasadena, CA 91107
Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 2726
Lehigh Valley, PA 18001
Lower Columbia Canoe
Club
22800 S. Unger Rd.

Colton, OR 97017
Meramec River Canoe Club

c/o Earl Biffle
26 Lake Road
Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o George May
157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040
Minnesota Canoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Dale Brown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11
St. Louis, MO 63112
Mohawk Canoe Club
15 Andrea Lane
Trenton, NJ 08619
National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O. BoxC
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
NORS
&6 Mary McCurdy
Box 6847
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091
Nova Riverunners
P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674
Ontario Voyageurs
PO Box Box 41
Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada
Outdoor Adventure Pro-
gram
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000
Outdoor Centre of New
England
10 Pleasant St.
Millers Falls, MA 01349
Ozark Wilderness Water-
ways
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112
Perception Kayak Club
€fe Perception Inc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640
Philadelphia Canoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
c/o Sarah Dentoni
610 North Cascade #6
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-
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Rhode Island Canoe
Association
c/o Dave Hevner
254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435
River Touring Section
Sierra Club - Angeles
Chapter
c/o Dave Ewoldt
9624 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042
Roanoke City Parks & Rec.
c/o Bill Sgrinia
1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153
Sierra Club Loma Prieta

Sierra Club RTS
¢/o Lynne Van Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
SierraNevada WW Club
c/o Charlie Albright
7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506
Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763
Three Rivers Paddling Club
c/o Barry Adams
811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Toledo River Gang
c/o Mike Sidell
626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

U. of Maine at Machias
Library
9 O'Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654
University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900
Valdez Alpine Club
cJo Andrew Embick
P.O. Box 1889
Valdez, AK 99686
Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232
Waterline
c/o Irv Tolles
P.O. Box 240
Manchester, NH 03105

-AFFILIATES

West Virginia Wildwater
Assoc.
P.O. Box 8413
S. Charleston, WV 25303
Western Carolina Paddlers
efe Chris Newcomb
Route 1, Box 522
Candler, NC 28715
Wildcat Canoe Club
c¢/o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032
Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club
P.O. Box 1062
Corvallis, OR 97339

c/o Dave Kim
3309 Oxford Lane
San Jose, CA 95117

Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114-
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Rubber Maid...continued

team o poodle women into shape. Mi-
raculously, Josiehad created an awvesome
whitewater machine.

For instance, Josi€'s raft cleared
the hole at the bottom o Big Nasty by
more than ten feet. My raft bounced
through theedge d the hole backwards;
wed probably still betheretoday if it had
not been completely swamped with wa-
ter.

But the mogt astonishing thing
was the way the river had transformed
Josie's team. The Mary Kay women, now
boisteroudly chanting and hefting their
paddlesvictorioudyin unison at the base
d every rapid, had somehowevol vedinto
river goddesses. They had spunk, they
had spirit, they even had a name... they
called themselvesJoses Whales.

My stockbrokersspent our entire
lunchbreak nursingtheir trivial booboos,
preeningand makingruderemarks,while
Josie's gang climbed and launched them-
salvesfrom athirty foot jump rock by the
edged theriver, hootingand howlingand
having one hell o a good time. Their
ringleader,wholookedjustlikeDorisDay,
even managed a spectacular hdf gainer.
And catch this.. when she bobbed to the
surface, her makeup wasstill immaculate
and notasinglehairwasout d placeinher
elaboratedoo!

As the day progressed, Josie's
Whal esjustgotbetterandbetter, whilethe
situation in my raft deteriorated to an
abysmal level. Instead o attendingtoriver,

the Good Time Charlies spent dl their
time leering at Jos€'s crew and making
lewdobservations. They madevul garsug-
gestionstomeaswadl, and severa d them
continued to fling themselves onto me
every timewehitawave. Thank God| was
wearingadrysuit, it functioned asasort o

whole body condom.

By the time we came to Coli-
seum, | had myfill. I'll admitit, | diditon
purpose. And I'm not theleast bit sorry.
After dl, | just gave the boyswhat they
obvioudly wanted... aridein a great big
hole!

That's right... | fed them right
into theCyclotron! Never said aword to
them about it, just let them drift down
river right. | abandoned shipand boogied
for shore about two hundred feet above
the monster. Those d you who have
paddled the Chest at high water might be
able to imaginewhat happened next. On
theother hand, somecarnagejust hastobe
seen to be believed.

Sufficeit to say that ten minutes
later, when they finaly flushed out d the
Cyclotron, only to be jettisoned down the
dreaded Particle Accderator, they were
changed men. Thedeliciousirony isthat
it was Josieand her Whalesthat plucked
them out o thewavetrain downstream.

When Josie deposited them on
shore, they werewhimpering and snivel-
inglikehdf drownedpups. What abunch
d crybabies they turned out to bel They

Fis
e T

evenwanted towalk out... from theheart
d the Cheat Canyon, no less We had to
knock two d them out to get them back
into the rafts. We probably would have
never madeit out d thereif Josiehadn't
takenacoupled theminto her raft, while
assigningtwo d her best Whaesto me.

At thetakeout Josieand | had to
shoulder and carry two d theGood Time
Charlies tothe bus. Meanwhilethe Whales
amused themselvesby tossing one an-
other off the abandoned Jenkinsburg
Bridge, aplunged morethan fifty feet!

Intheend everythingturned out
for the best. | knew that | would never be
asked to guide again, which suited me
fine. The Good Time Charlies learned a
little about the power o rivers and lot
about the power  women.

Asfor theWhd es, they havegiven
up selling eyeliner altogether. Nowdays
they work for Josi e, guiding on the Chest!

Editor's note: Carla Garrison has not
ventured back intoaraft sincetheepisode
detailed above. In fact, she has been de-
nied a guide's license by the DEC of four
different states. However, it must benoted
that many DEC officials are little more
than bureaucratic versions of the stock-
brokersin Carla's story.
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Rubber Maid

By CARLA GARRISON

Let memakeone thing perfectly |

clear. | didn't doITforthemoney. | would
never havedone I T for the money.

And knowingwhat | know about
IT now, | can tell you this. Given the
choice, | woulddierather thando ITagain,

ITwas themost demeaningexpe-
rienced my life; onethat might well have
destroyed alesser woman. But let me as-
sureyoufaithful reader, that, intheend, as
dways, | cameout on top.

But it wasn't easy.

S0, you're askingyoursdlf,"If she
didn't doIT for themoney, thenwhy did
shedolt?Carlaain't nobabein thewoods;
she should have known better."

Wadl, | did I Tfor the best o rea
sons, withthebest of intentions.| did IT to
help out my paddling buddy, Josie.

Now JosieWASdoing I T for the
money. Having lost her job as the Sdes
Director for one d the companies that
manufactures silicone breast implants,
Josiehad beenlivingout of theback o her
pickup, boating and half-heartedly |ook-
ingfor anew job.

Shewasdown to her last dollar
and stranded in Albright, West Virginia

That did thetrick. Josi€'s a dear
friend, but therewasnoway | could have
faced that. Not theway she's hung up o
cleanliness. Josieis the only woman |
know that flossesher teeth every timeshe
drinksaglassof water.

Andso, reluctantly, | stashed my
kayak, grabbed asinglebladed paddl eand
headed towardstheriver. Twogroupsof
six werebooked ontheeeveno'dock trip
that day, and they couldn't have bemn

| more disparate.

when she got the proposition. Shedidn't |

have enough money to pay for another
GlenMiller shuttle, or evenenoughtobuy
acheeseburger at LittleSandy's. You can
imagine how desperateshewas. And o,
reluctantly, she became the Manager o
Down the River Rafting.

But by the second weekend in
April, Josewas in trouble. Shed fired
most o her guides that Saturday; caught
the buggerspeepingat their customers, a
bunch @ WVU cheerleaders, through the
wallsd thewomen's changehouse. Now
it was Sunday morning, the river was
running high, six feet and rising, and she
didn't have anyone to staff her eeven
odock trip.

Andso, Josieturned tome. " Just
thisonce, Carla she begged. "IT redly
isn't al that bad. It's asmall trip, just two
rafts. You takeone, and I'll taketheother.
It will be fun."

Somehow | wasn't convinced.

""Come, on, Joge"" | whined."You
know I'm allergictorubber. It makesme
bresk out...”

"Please..” she sniveled. And
then, ominoudy, "If | loose this job I'm
going to haveto comestay with you."

By one raft stood a bunch of
Merrill Lynch stockbrokersfrom New
Y ork. This was acocksurecrew, hdf ripped
and aready hooting and howlingin an-
ticipationd arollickingday ontheChest.
Actudly, they looked likethey wereupto
it, al clad in brand new pile decorated
withtheinsigniasd thevariousIvy L eague
Schools they had attended. And they
looked fit enough. Like most yuppies d
their ilk; they clearly spent quitea bit d

timein thegym, aswell asin thetanning |

booth.

The other crew conssted d a
gaggleof Mary Kay Cosmeticsaleswomen
from the suburbs d Cleveland. Appar-
ently they had won thisexcursionfor sdll -
ing record settingamountsd eyeliner.

Hoveringin atight cirde, steal-
ing timid glances at the brown, swirling
water and giggling nervoudy, they ap-
peared tobe, shall wesay, abitoutd their
dement.

Thesewerewomen with alot o
hair... bighair... allblondedand poofedup
am top d their heads, so that they looked
like poodle dogsin heat. But their hair
waant theonly big thingabout them. My
assessment was that most o them had
been patronsd Jose's former employer.
And, in practical anticipationd their day
on theriver, they had put alot d makeup
on too. It looked to me like they were
decked out for anepicday at aK Mart, not
for an early spring outing on aclass 4+
river.

"Whichcrewdoyouwant?"'Josie
asked. "'It's your choice."

| thought this was one d the
silliest questions| had ever heard.

"Youve got to be joking,” | re-
plied sarcastically and without hesitation.
*I'm takingtheGood TimeCharlies... you
can nursemaid the Goldern Girld™

Josielooked at mewithapeculiar
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7-and knowing smile; | should haveseenit

coming. But hell, | wasnew to thisgame,
and didn't know any better.

Weéll, by thetimewereached the
topd thefirst mgor rapid, Decision, | was
surprisedtodiscoverthat | wasbeginning
to grow weary d the boorish behavior d
my stockbrokers. By thetimewereached
thepool at thebottomd thesecond rapid,
Beach Run, | had cometo hatetheir guts.

O al the thingsthat | came to
detest about them, and therewere many,
twostood out. Thefirst wasthe arrogant
way they hit upon me, without any sem-
blance o subtlety. These guys labored
under theimpressionthat they wereGod’s
gift towomen, when, infact, theycouldn't
have charmed the pantiesdf awart hog.
Every timewehit awaveoneor another d
themwoul d bounceinto me, trying tocop
afed.

Thesgokersweren't human, they
were octopi, each one had at least eight
handst And every time one d them re-
ferred to meas'Babe' | had to fight the
urgeto smack him in the kisser with my
paddie.

But, worse than the disrespect
that they showed towardsmeasa person
imd awoman, wastheutter lack  respect
they demonstrated towardsmeasaguide.
In spited my excdlent instructionsand
Ny sincere admonitions about the dan-
joasd theriver, they failed tofollow any
of my orders. Infact, they blatantly dis-
obeyed my every command.

If 1 cdlled out, "'Forward on the
right; backpaddleontheléft!™, theywould
backpaddle on the right and paddle for-
ward on theleft. Thesewiseasses had no
intentions o taking any orders from a
woman, irrespectived theconseguences.
As aresult, we careened down the Chest
willy nilly, completely out d control,
making total foolsd ourselves.

It'sawonderwewerent al killed.
To makemattersworse, every well known
kayaker on the east coast was there that
cdlay, laughing at the spectacled me des-
perately trying to pilot a raft that was
completely out d control.

Josieand her crew, on the other
hand, were negotiating the Cheat with
awesome grace and precision. | still can
not believehow quickly shewhipped her
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...the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraft!

MO HARD PARTS!

First made for video boats on the Tully River
in Australia in 1986, the SHREDDER has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big HO & fast in flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch
their limits...hole punching and
wave surfing!

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy
_duty" does not mean

HEAVY......... the
SHREDDER rolis
up into a compact
18" x 28"| The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for

a bulky frame. Have

been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content|

STANDARD FEATURES.....

& == D-rings ** rope
*« splash screen  += foot stirrups ¥ it  atables

SHREDDERS » RAFTS

STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS + ACCESSORIES
* length = 124« color = black i
-width =58"  + weight = 35 - 54 s 412 - 329 Pﬁﬁﬁ

Box 3b ﬂhinp}'l:‘

* tube diameters available = 185", 20", 21°

* neoprene/nylon ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM 3$900 to $1250
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