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Wow... 35 foot high falls on
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4 Don't look back.

These are places where it's just you and the river.
You've left your deadlines at the put in. Rush hour

gridlock has been replaced with tight drops.

The timeclock has given way to split-second

decisions. Perception can take you there.

If you yearn to get away, call

your Perception dealer today

at 1-B00-EAYAKDG, ext. 107.

Amazing river machines

available.

Ask for a free catalog
when you call.
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Those Darned Kids???

The Extreme Team from Adventure Quest is back in action again!
Their mentor, Peter Kennedy, sent these pictures of Adam Boyd, a

17 year old C-1 paddler, and Kyle Marinello, a 15 year old kayaker,

running the 35 foot high falls on Tennessee's Bald River.

Last year the youthful members of the Extreme Team paddled Gore

Canyon and the North Fork of the Payette at high water. They are
headed west again this summer... to paddle God knows what!
Kennedy says they plan to run the Narrows of the Green in early
June as a "warm up"!
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Did You See That?
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LISTEN UP!

Onemonth ago, after yearsof episodes
of abject misery, | finally gave up and | et
asurgeon takeaknifetomy ear. To be
moreexact, it wasn't a scalpel that he
used, it wasa hammer and a chisel; and it
wasn't so much my ear he wasworking
on, it wasmy skull. But, why split hairs..
especially when you can split skulls??

| had put off having my ear/skull sur-
gery for along time because my ear diffi-
culties wereintermittent and because
nearly everyone | met who had under-
gonetheoperation had amiserabletime
o it. Butaweek of scubadivingin Aruba
followed by several rollsintheicy, Feb-
ruary watersof the Upper Y oughiogheny
put an end to my procrastination.

Theexostoses, or bony overgrowths,
in my ear canal had finally gotten big
enough to block my external ear almost
completely. And any time theskininside
my ear got theleast bit swollen, like after
aday ontheriver, or even after a quick
shower, | couldn't hear at all. Now, I'll ad-
mit there were timeswhen thishad its
advantages, particularly at work. But, in
general, not being able to hear what was
being said to (and about) me more than
90% of thetime wasn't awonderful thing.

And my blocked ear didn't feel all that
swift either. It continually popped and
gurgled and sometimesit hurt like hell. It
feltlikeit wasfull of crap; crap that gal-
lonsd peroxide and thousandsof Qtips
could never dislodge. (Believeme, |
tried.) And so, on May 3, surrendered to
the CR table.

So, you are wondering, why ishedis
gusting mewith thisgruesometale?

Thereason isthis. Bony exostosesde-
velopand grow when cold water isrepeat-
edly flushed inand out the ear canal. Like
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when you are surfing ahole, or plunging
over aledge, or rolling. Exostosesblock-
ingtheearsarevery rarein the general
population, most of whom do not rou-
tinely submergetheir headsinice wa
ter. But exostosesare distressingly com-
mon among whitewater boaters. Infact,
| know of at |east a dozen canoeistsand
kayakerswho have alreadv had surgery
for this. And many of my Eiver compan-
ionsare starting to have symptoms and
areclearly headedin that direction. To
be blunt, if you boat alot, it may be hap-
pening to you.

You might want to get your doctor to
check your ears. And you might want to
start wearing ear plugsor aneoprene
skull cap... though I'm not sure whether
either o these things will work.

Unfortunately, the surgery to correct
this problem doesnot always go well.

Onekayaker | know hashad four opera-
tions on the same side, and hestill boats
with duct tape over hisear because of a
secondary ear drum perforation. Another
acquai ntance has had three operations,
twoononeear and oneon the other.

Sometimes, surgeons have to ap-
proach the problem by nearly amputat-
Ing theexternal ear — sothat they can
pesel it forward, out of the way. Then they
grind out the ear canal with a dental
drill. Sometimes, they even havetore-
move pieces of skin from other partsof
the body and graft them into the canal at
theend of the operation. Gross, huh?

Severa of thosel met who underwent
the surgery described multi-day hospital
stays, excruciating post operative pain
requiring large dosesof drugs, and weeks
of painful packing changes. Worst of all,
they all had beenforbidden to kayak for
months and months — even though they
were ableto return to work within afew
days. Now that's atruly pathetic situa-
tion!

To betruthful, it wasthat absolute
prohibition against boating that kept me
from having the operation alot sooner.

That and all of the " encouragement™ |
received from my river friends. This
cameto a head the day beforethe opera-
tion when one o my compadres pointed
out that aninfection in my skull could
rapidly spread to my brain. Another told
me about the time he wokeup inthe
middle of an operation, howling in pain.
Hesaid it took four peopleto hold him
down! (Tobe honest, i n fifteen yearsof
medical practice, | have never seenthis
happen once.)

| went tothelibrary at the hospital
where | work and looked up the exostosis
removal procedure inan ear surgery
book. That wasa big mistake. The pic-
tures were not reassuring. |nthe accom-
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FORUM B FORUM.

panying text, the author madea big point
about how closethefacia nerveistothe
surgical site. Onedlip and... you don't re-
ally want to know.

I mentioned thefacial nerveto my
doctor ashe was wheeling meinto the
OR Heisoned the country's most re-
spected head and neck surgeons; he has
spent hisentire professional career suc-
cessfully negotiatingthevicinity o the
facial nerve. | was pretty sure he knew
whereit was, but | figured, what the hell,
alast minutereminder couldn't hurt. He
gaveme quitean ugly look!

Weéll, to makealongstory short, |
think | got off lucky.

From thetimel cameout o the anes-
thetic| never had any discomfort. |
drove homeafew hourslater and worked
the next day. There wereno stitchesand
no skin grafts. Infact, you couldn't see
that any work had been done at all. My
surgeon, whoisvery, very good, had
managed to do the procedure through the
canal usingamicroscopeand atiny inci-
sion. Atiny incision and, oned the
scrub nursestold melater, agreat big
hammer and chisel!

Shesaid, "Hestuck that chisel in your
ear, whackedit with that hammer, and
pulled out a hell of achunk of bone™ It
apparently wasa delicate procedure.

O course, after the operation there
was packingin my ear and the surgeon
admonished meto keepit absolutely dry.
And | wasagood, obedient patient... for
three wholedays!

Then| got wind o arelease onthe Up
per Yough on my day off and | got to
thinking. Surely, there had to be some
way to keep my ear dry while paddling, if
| wascareful and didn't flip.

| won't bore you with the detailsof dl
thethingsl| tried; I'll just tell you theend
result. First, | put more packingand cot-
toninmy ear. Then, | coveredit with
duct tape. Then | pulled asizeeight surgi-
cal gloveover my head. Next | donned a
swimming cap and, finally, my helmet.

Thislast step was accomplished
quickly,right at the put in, sincel sensed
that I looked atrifleridiculous with ala
tex gloveon my head. One df my friends
pointedout that the fingers sticking up
made melook like a chicken. He could
haveat |east used the word "'rooster™.

On theriver that day anumber of
peoplelooked at me quizzically and asked
if | had acondom on my noggin. | ex-
plainedthat | had tried that, but the ones
that | usewere much toolargetofit
snugly over my head. (It's amazingwhat
you can get away with when you censor
your own material!)

At any rate, when| came off the Upper
Yough, my ear wasdry. It feltlike my
head had beenin adrill press, but my ear
wasdry! | told myself that aslongas|
stuck to easy and familiar riversat low
water, | could continue kayaking.

"He stuck that
chisdl inyour ear,
whacked it with
that hammer, and
pulled out a hdll o
achunk o bone"
It wasapparently
addicate
procedure.
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A week later my friend Richiecalled
and told methat the Lower Mesdow was
running at 750 cfs. Admittedly, not an
easy river... but at arelatively low level.
| was tempted. Would my system with-
stand that challenge? 1 decided to press
my luck. After all, what were the odds
that | would get water in my ear on the
classV Lower Meedow?(l imaginethat
thosed you who boat with me on aregu-
lar basisarelaughing pretty loud now.)

When we got to the put-in we discov-
ered that the Mesdow had risen to over
1100 cfsand that our unavoidablepaddie
out on the Gauley would be at closeto
4000 cfs. At this point even my confidence
wavered. | knew damned wdll that some:
whereor other, beforethe day wasover, |
wasa goingto get trashed. Probably
more than once.

Sodid | dothe prudent thing and stay
off theriver?

Hell, no! | just pulled asecond glove
over my head.

It was aninteresting day. | carried a
few things, but so did everyonedse. For
the most part | stayed to the back o the
group, scrutinizing my companions
routes through each rapid. Then | chose

Perception
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o Hiflex™ shaft
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theonethat looked to bethe™driest.” In | toowell withthat.
the back of my mind | kept thinking And, my ear seemsto be quite a bit
about how foolish | wasgoingtofedl if | better now. Thereisstill someswelling
wound up with aninfection and asecond- | inthecanal, but most of thetimel can
ary abscessinmy brain. But then | re- hear just fine.
membered that peoplewith brain ab- I'm just wondering how long its going
scessesdon't feel anything, at least for to be before| haveto get the other one
long, becausethey wind up dead! done.
Miraculously, at theend of the day And I'm aso starting to wonder
when | stripped off all the paraphernalia, | whether my patientslisten to meas
theinner layer wasstill dry! (Okay, I'll "well" as| listened to my surgeon.
admit it... maybeit wasalittledamp.) | certainly hopenot! __WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR
Butit wasn't wet. FREE DISCOUNT mfﬂl_ﬂ-ﬁ
It didn't stay quite that dry a week . Bob Gedekoh i E
later on the Shaver's Fork of the Cheat; EOTEHL. JONSEOIL. 10 eSigs,
my head went under briefly at the base of f | Slumberjack, Cannondale, Peak 1.
thefalls. But after all, that was almost Choumard Lifa, Optimus, Lowe.
three weeksafter thesurgery! B w, | Loorich, Colsmbeo
Several daysago | went back for my B o Trods MSA
post op checkup. All I can say isthat ™ ok B
sometimes God takes care of fools, My { IV SRt e
surgeon said my ear was healing fine, Y 'E"“'ZT”"'.-'-
and that | could start tolet alittle water /

trickleintoit.

| suppose he meant that it wasokay to
takeashower, or maybetotakeabrief —(——  —
walk intherain. Needlesstosay | didn't G_qu REAL WET
tell him about the Upper Yough or the
Lower Meadow or the Great Falls of the Smokestack Boatworks ==
Cheat. | don't believethat he'd have dealt 164 Wildwood Avenue
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July 15-16= T
Let river rescue expert Charlie Walbridge bring you up to date on 4 Chile
the latest safety and rescue techniquesin this hands-on two-day A HMepal
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ing techniques, the focusis on low-tech effectiverescues that can 4 Costa Rica
save alife. & Honduras
; fAi A Mexico
Play Boating Clinic %
August 5-6 ik Corsica
Rodeo champion Chris Spelius will show you the techniques A Alaska

behind such acrobatic moves as retendos, pirouettes, and enders
while helping hone your paddling skills
on class1II and IV whitewater. This two-
day clinic isfor advanced paddlerswith ekl =l L
- reliable rolls and go-for-it attitudes! 1 n w8 e Lhe
-l o whlewziler ip ol o Uie
= Call for o Iree catadog
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Dear AWA Editor,

So Carlawantsa namefor her off-
spring? Call thelittle bugger "Taint"
causeit taint sasquatchand it taint hu-
man.

| really don't want my name associ-
ated with Carla, sojust call me..

Po' Boy from the Show-Me State

Editor'snote: | am providing Carla
with a list of all the baby suggested by our
readers. Knowing her, I'm sure shewill
make a discriminating, tasteful choice!

A MASTER CHECKS IN

Yo Bob,

Lotsagood stuff inthe Cheat issue.
Thestrong cautions in the lér)per Bar-
ticle should betaken seriously, in spite
of thefact that Jeff recently ranit stand-
ing upin hisThrillseeker -after warm-
ing up on Wonder Falls, Big Splat and
such. He's really becomean " upstand-
ing" member of the whitewater commu-
nity now. Anyonewhorunsupthere
strivestokeep alid onthings, and yet
there have been many "incidents" where
big dogsgat hit.

| wantedto add onedf my favoriteold
attainmentsfrom my guiding daysinthe
earl 8, seventies. There's a perfectly good
(5.10) attainment on attainersleft of
Swimmers - breaking out of the eddy
straight uptotherock. Thetough (5.12)
attainment there startsby surfing the
little (6") waveto theright of that eddy
and then paddling straight up to therock
fromthere-it hurts. There'salsoafa
mous attainment up the attainer's left of
thelast pitch of Decision on the Cheat,
(around 3). Attaining isgreat sport and
shouldn't be underestimated for its excel-
lence.

| couldn't resist coming up with a
name suggestion for Carlaand Patooks
fuzzy little bundleof - whatever. Around
herethefruit of their loins could become
arespected raft guideand might bere-
ferred toas" GnarlaDarlin™'. With
enough discipline from Carlal think
Patook could becomequiteacunninglin-
guist. But you can't buck Natureand we
can only hopeCarlalearnstherefine-
mentsPatook bringstotheir union. Just
remember guys, there's nolimit to how
lucky you can get!

Deepinthehills,
Jim Snyder
Albright, wv

EDITOR'SNOTE: IfIhavetotel you
who Jim Snyder is, you'rereading the
wrong magazine!

Jimwasoneof several expert boaters
who expressed some concern about my ar-
ticleon the Upper Blackwater river in the
March/April issue. Whiletheyall seemed
to likethearticlein general - at least they
were politeenough to say they did- they
asked meto emphasize, onceagain, that
the Upper Blackwater isa very difficult,
cutting edge run. Comparableto theNar-
rowsaf theGreen, it ishard to catch at the
right level, and it is becomes even more
dangerous when it is too high or too low.
The Upper Blackwater should be paddied
only by teamsof expert boaters.

Accesstoand fromtheriver isnot
easy... thosewho do not know theriver are
strongly advised to make their first trip
with someonewhodoes. The state park of-
ficials have agreed to allow boatersto en-
ter the Upper Blackwater on river left, be
low thefalls. Do not put in fromthetour-
ist viewing areaonriver right!

RATINGS BY MCEWAN

Dear Editor,

| read with pleasure and appreciation
both Joe Greiner's | etter in the Jan./Feb.
issue, and Bob Gedekoh and Charlie
Walbridges commentsin the March/
April issue, all onthe subject of river
classification. Pleasure becauseit's al-
waysfun tofollow a controversy. (Espe-
cidly when you're not in themiddle o
it.) And appreciation because both sides
aredealing intelligently with adifficult
issue.

Asarespitefromall thisintelligence,
| thought you wouldliketo beletinon
the one real rating system, based on the
only dprovably balanced and rational
mind i n existence, i.e., mine. Well call it
the Jamie McEwan Personal River Clas-
sification Scale.

Classl: I didn't noticeany
whitewater.

ClassII: | had to put my skirt on.

ClasslIII: Hard enough to befun.

ClasslV : I amforced to doeddy turns
and look over my shoulder in order to
scout.

ClassV: | haveto get out of my boat
to scout,

ClassVI: | carry.

(Notethat The IMPRCSassumes that
1) I amfirst down, or aone, and 2) | have
never runtheriver before.)

This handy system agreesremark-
ably well with most guidebooks. Of
course, | redlize that | can't betaken
alongonal river trips, so that thereis
somepoint in getting such artificial and
subjective ratings asthe AWA’s to agree
with the one fzal system.

LETTERS.....>.. I—

Intheinterestsof thisagreement, |
haveto say that | goalong with Messrs.
Gedekohand Walbri cﬁe. The key words
inthe AWA codeare
"long," "complex,” "unavoidable," " very
violent" — and| think have to beinter-
preted from the point of view o theorigi-
nal writers(1959), partly becauseso
many years of ratingswent on following
their definitions. Tothem, Pillow Rock is
long, and Iron Ringisextremely long.

Short, to those guys, meant asingle
dropand itsrun-out. Sure, there's arat-
ings problem: the Gauley isregularly run
indownriver boats, even by downriver
intermediateslike me, while you
wouldn't catch anyonetryingtheToreau
of the Jacques Cartier inaDR boat. The
expansion of classV isan excellent solu-
tion, long overdue. Let'scall Pillow Rock
and Iron Ring5.0’s, the harder Gauley
rapids5.1’s, the Upper Yough 51and 5.2,
and get going from there.

What peoplecan do oncethey havea
river memorized islargely irrelevant. |
think that ratings should always be
aimed at thefirst-timer, runningfirst.
And river-runnersshould be careful not
to call themselves classV boaters just be-
cause they can follow someonedown
classVrapids. It'slargely river-reading
ability and judgment that makesthe ex-
pert.

Of course, the MPRCSwill haveto
be updated to handle the new ratings. |
pr(()fose putting "'l carry" at about 55,
and reserving class VI for "'l refuseto
hold the throw rope or even to watch."
ButI'm sureit can use somefurther re-
fining.

rirwork onit.

Jamie McEwan

akeville, CT

EDITOR' SNOTE: If | havetotell you
who Jamie McEwan is, you're reading the
wrong magazine!

| subjective —

KAYAK CHILE
The best international class V-V kayak
trip on the Bio Bio, Fuy, Gol Gaol,
Manso and Futaleufu.
RAFT CHILE: Combination
whitewater and scenic tour of Chile.
Climb the Villarica Volcano. OCEAN
KAYAK in northern Patagonia.
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Tatshenshini/Alsek or Nahanni Rivers.
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1602 Alder Street, Whitehorse, Y ukon,
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1784 Fax 403-633-6184.
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| A Repiy fo “The Rafings

Game"

| agree with all that Bob Gedekoh
said about Ratings, Ego, etc. in the
March/April Edition of American
Whitewater.

TheclassA-lV ratingshould stay the

same. Butfor class V-VI water...

There could be a parallel system be-
tween V and VI modeled after the climb-
ers' system. Ratings, for example, might
beaV.l oraVI5. Here, thedecimal rat-
ing indicatesthe technical degree of diffi-

culty or precision necessary to" makethe

moves" (aboat might be TOO WIDE in
some extremeinstances). No difference
betweentheV or VI here. Thedifference
isthat aclassVI still indicatesrisk of
life. Linesthrough rapids (at runnable
levels) should be rated separately.

Theratings system might read some-
thinglikethis:

V. Extremely difficult. Scouting Man-
datory. Rescuenearly impossible. Spe-
cial equipment might be necessary to
handle rapid. Goto Chart 2for degree of
severity.

VI.Al o ClassV, plus, absoluterisk
of life. Goto Chart 2for degree of sever-
ity.

Chart 2

The valueindicated below will belo
cated inthedecimal placeof all classVv
and vIrapids.

Rating Description

.0— Alinethroughtherapid isobvi-
ous. Theright setup isall that isneeded to
get through therapid. (A floater).

.1 —Easy, theright setup, plusclass 1
paddling skills, areall that isneeded to
get through the rapid.

.2 etc..

quired betwesn class [ to IV will be re
flected in the first d rafings? | don't

know. This is where | stop thinking
about itand runit!

Later,
Mark Heli,
Beltsville, MD

Decorum and
Consideration on the
Blackwater

Dear Editor:

On Memorial Day weekend | had a
long conversation with a heckuva nice

Hendricksisthe take-out for the famed
Lower Blackwater. Heasked that |
spread thefollowing messageto my pad-
dlingfriends.

I sInflatable Rafts

MEricaN

whitewater products

Central Point OR

Here Locally 15 years

¢ Boat & Raft Trailers *® Alum Rowing Frames
« Inflatable Boats * Alum Dry Boxes
__* Alum Camp Kitchens

My ==

= Achilles » Momentum = Sotar

773-5582
1385 Justice Rd, f_‘

|

-

Mq'l}'h'l. the technleal | I'I11'II1E"I.1'I-'I!'I'1.|-‘. —

— LETTERS

Theresidentsof Hendrickslike pad-
dlers, enjoy watching them come
through, but take great offenseto people
who undressout in the open. They ask
that boaterschange back i n the woods, or
intheir vehicles, or anywhere else where

fellow on his doorstep in Hendricks, WV,

they can't beseen. That isall they ask.

Theland around the Route 72 bridge
take-out isentirely private and could eas-
ily be closed if weoffend the wrong per-
son. It isover twolong, mostly flat miles
tothe park in Parsons, thefirst available
public take-out downstream. Thisisan
accessissuethat we do not need the AWA
tofight. Itisineach of our hands.

o, fellow boaters, please comply with
thisfellow's suggestion and seetoit that
your friendsdoto.

Ed Gertler
Silver Spring, MD

Editors's reply: Thanksfor thistimely
reminder. Thisisnot just anissueonthe
Blackwater, but onriversall over the
country. A I_ot of “access problems” could
beavoided if boaters just used somecom
mon senseand considered the sensitivities
of thelocals.
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Bill Baker Joe Grelner Charlie Walbridge the Trinity Alps you'll find kayak paradise - Otter
2953 Birch Street 404 Stacy Street 230 Penllyn Pike Bar Lodge.
Denver, G0 80207 Raleigh, NC 27607 Penllyn, PA 19422 Our smenities are unmatched - a deluxe
Pope Barrow Diana Holloran lodge, sauna, hot tub, masseuse and the food —
' well — how many sports lodges do you see recom-
136 13th Street E Route 1, Box 90 sident Rizy Wi . . .
Washington,DC 20003 Fairview Mountain Road Vice President: Rick Alesch : mendedby Bon_Appétlt_? (Sept ‘92} And our rivers
Reliance, TN 37369 Secretary: Charlie Walbridge are gorgeous with sectionsfor all levels of paddlers
Lee Belknap Treasurer: Jim Scott - anatural Disneyland with A to E ticket rides!
é.’lsOBE\fllarylz\a//r_\\dzAg\é%ie Joe I’nllllaslél0 But what really 53l us apart is our instruc-
len Ellen, PO. Box tional program. i i
o S CUEN O AWASTAFF andyo prove e deoo veievsler
sa Shimoda Caltaway - Phyllis B. Horowitz, Executive Director kayaking a try. Our instructors are some of the best
PO. Box 5212 Jim Scott PO. Box 85 yaxing aty. :
Easely,SC 29641 3715 Jocelyn Street NW Phoenicia. NY 12464 paddlers anywhereand our student-to-teacher ratio
Washington, DC 20015 (914) 688-5569 is unmatchedat 3:1. This allows us to tailor your
Tom Christopher Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director | Week to your needs. Beginning, intermediate or
931 Union Street Rear Susan Scheufele Richard Hoffman, Access Program Director advanced. Want more rolling practice? ..work on
Leominster, MA 01453 2121 Qoean Street Ex. 1430 Fenwick Lane surfing?...hole riding? Not a problem -your week
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 Silver Spring, MD 20910 STNg: - 08 NIENg? et Eprovem -you
Brooke Drury Phone (301?’589-9 453 Fax (301) 589-6121 is as challenging (or relaxing) as you want it to be!
6049 HAth Avenue NE Pete Skinner Ask =3 about sum fall Grand Canyoatrip
Seattle, WA 981115 Box 272, Snyder Road AWA Home Page-htto://www.rahul.netl Drop us a note or give us a call - we'll sendyou
West Sand Lake, NY 12196 fauside?an\:«g.n?r%? pHIEnTLE a color brochure!
Bob Gedekoh Email-Main office- e _
B(_)X 228 D4 Ron Stewart 74663.240T@compuserve.com Dmer Bar Ledga
Elizabeth, PA 15037 PO. Box 1337 Email-Conservation and Access- Forks of Selmon, CalHornis ST
Chattanooga, TN 37401 72732.401@compuserve.com (918) 42472

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions. Plus--every
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world! o

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes | want tojoin the AWA and receivea subscriptionto American Whitewater . I've enclosed my taxdeductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 over seas) to help conser veour whitewater resour cesand promoteriver safety.

llll.l-lllr'#ll EEEN

Nume

| would liketo makean additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

AWA member ship dues

WDP contribution...........cc.ceeue.. ) o | would beinter ested in working asan AWA volunteer.
Total amMOoUNt ....oueevececeerieevercereseesenns -

Mail 1o AW 2
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The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our mission is to
conserve and restore
America's whitewater
resources and to
enhance opportunities

to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA)isanational organizationwitha
membershipconsisting of thousands of
individual whitewater boating enthusi-
asts, and morethan 100local paddling
club affiliates

[
WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva Alps
Nike Birkenstock, AND MORE!

MNEW and GAULEY GORGE

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On U.S.'Route 60, 7 Mile

1-800-950-2585

East of U.S. 19 Intersection

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
a complete national inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreats to
thoserivers, publishes informationon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetolocal groups, workswith gov-
ernment agenciesand other river users,
and-- when necessary--takeslega action
to preventriver abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: Toassurepublicac-
cessto whitewater rivers pursuant tothe
guidelinespublished in its official Access
Policy, AWA arranges for river access
through privatelands by negotiationor
purchase, seeksto protect the right of
public ga&ageon al riversand streams
navigable by kayak or canoe, resistsun-
justified restrictions on government
managed whitewater rivers and works
with government agenciesand other
river userstoachievethese goals.

EDUCATION: Through publicationof
the bi-monthly magazine, and by other
means, American Whitewater, ( AWA)
providesinformationand education
about whitewaterrivers, boating safety,
techniqueand equipment.

PURPOSE...~.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling
safely, publishesreports on whitewater
accidents, maintains a uniform national
ranking systemfor whitewater rivers
(theInternational Scaed Whitewater
Difficulty)and publishesand dissemi-
nates theinternationally recognized
AWA Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation,including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in Tennes-
see, the Gauley River Festival in West
Virginia(thelargest gathering o
whitewater boatersin the nation), the Ar-
kansas River Festival in Colorado, the
Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in M assachusetts.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis
souri non-profitcorporation lawsin 1961
and maintainsits principa mailingad-
dressat P.O. Bax 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464,
(914) 6835589 AWA istax exempt under
Section 501(c) (3) o the Internal Revenue

Perception

LC-1 o

SpraySkirt

e Premium 3mm
neoprene

* Heavy-duty big
rand... extends over
cockpit for increased
abrasion resistance
and a dry sea

¢ Bright webbing
grabloop

perception"

KAYAKS & GEAR
Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoe and Kayak Team

Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 103 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.

Amu::n“'.‘uﬁ'uumvg’ﬂh-.’lh.ﬂus: 1985
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River Update in
Gosta Rica

Editor'sNae Thefollowing
article wassubmitted by Juliet
Kastoroff of EndlessRiver Ad-
venturesto bringattentionto
thecurrent stated therivers
in CodaRica. According to
Juliet .due tothespecialty
tripswerun, EndlessRiver Ad
ventureshas economic interest
intheriversd CogaRica But
our interestfar exceeds any
economics it isthe bottom line
that before wecan say 'dam,’
wearegoing to losesomed the
greatestriversin theworld."
Readonfor an updateon the
situation.

In December of 1993, we
stood on a street cornerin
Turrialba, CostaRica, reading
acopy o alocal newspaper.
Thefront pagestory was
about the $320 Million dollar
loan being givento CostaRica
by the International Loan In-
stitutions. Themoney wasto
be used to construct adamon
the Upper Reventazonriver,
above Angostura.

Aweek later, | stoodin the
San Jose Airport speaking
withafdlow U.S guideabout
the dam on the Reventazon.
Histhought was''Hey, | think
it's great, wewill have guar-
anteed water releaseson the
river."

Another day, | listenedto a
CodtaRicanraft guideratio-
nalize," Thereare plenty of
rivers up north oncethe ones
around Turrialbaaregone.

Whether Americansare
lookingfor that guaranteed
water release or Cogta Ricans
are convinced that there will
awaysberiversto replacethe
onesthat are disappearing, we
ared| astep behind. From the
scarceinformationavailable
Publ icly, thefollowingisthe
atest status of riversin Costa
Rica

& Intwo yearsthere will
nolonger bearun onthe
lower end of the Upper
Reventazonand on three

quartersof the Middle
Reventazon asaresult of the
dam being currently con-
structed.

B Adam projectispres
ently goingon the Rio Balsas
and onthe Rio Toro.

® N 1995, adam issched-
uled to beginon the San
Lorenzo; the year after that,
thePenas Blancas.

Thedam onthe Lower
Pacuareisnow being re-
shuffledhi gh onthepriori t%/
Lid for funding. Andin thefu
ture, they will target adam
forthe Lower Reventazon to
tieinto the dam onthe
I?]acuare, aswdl asadamon
the Upper Pacuare.

vvﬁ/ adam on the Upper
Reventazonwhentheriver is
aready controlled by the
Cachie Dam Project”Because
the Cachie project isalready
wsiltedthat it hasalifeex-
pectancy of lessthan ten
years. The causeisover-log-
ging abovethe Cachieproject
and the resulting, extensive
topsoil runoff. Anyonewho
has had the pleasureto paddie
any o thethree great sections
d the Reventazonisfamiliar
with the silt-filled waters.

Presently, ninety-five per-
cent of CostaRicanshave
lectrici tg. The hydroelectric
projectsbeing constructed
will be used tosell electricity
to the neighboringcountries
of Nicaragua, Panamaand
Mexico. An ambitiouseco-
nomic planfor acountry
strugglingwith astifling na-
tional debt. Unfortunately,
Nicaraguastill hasalong
standing power-generation
debt with CogtaRicathat has
never been repaid. For the
countries buying the power
from CogtaRica, itismuch
lessexpensiveto buy electric-
ity from their neighborsthan
build their owndamsand de
stroy their own natural re-
SOUrces.

Theelectric company in

part of thisgrowth.

v

Besidesthedestruction (or planned destruction) of
somedf theworldsmost outstanding whitewater riv-
ersby dams (Bio-Bio, Futaleufu, Reventazon) —a re
cent report by the Utility Data I nstitute findsthat 23
percent of theworld’s future generating capacity (be
tween 1994 and 2003) will comefrom hydropower.
Thereport also predicted decreased hydropower
growth in North America, indicating that develop-
ment in other countrieswill bemaking up a large

These predictions are an increaseof approxi-
mately 15 percent from UDI’s 10-year forecastre
leased just |last year. The energy breakdown is asfol-
lows: 3L percent will be generated by coal fired
plants, 19 percent gasfired, 23 percent hydropower,
10 percent nuclear, and therest from other fuelsor
technologies.For moreinformation, contact AWA
Hydro staff at (301) 589-9453.

CodtaRicausesthesameline
that has becomethe common
rationalization around the
world: What are afew recre-
ational whitewater enthusi-
asts to the future financial po-
tential of hydroelectric
projects?

In CogtaRica, the
whitewater rafting business
sendsover 50,000 customers
downtheriversayear. The
averagetrip downthe
Pacuare River, for example,
costs$75. Asdefrom the conmt
pany owners, the raft guides,
other emplgyea T-shirt and
sandal vendors, hotelsand
restaurantsall shareinthis
business.

International shalomrac-
ers have been using Costa
Rica, and specificdly
Turrialba, asawinter train-
ing ground for the past three
years.

Our company alonetook
ninety-fivekayakersto Costa
Ricain 1994. Thesmall town
of Turrialba benefitedfrom
over $60,000 worth of busi-
ness, asdid our CostaRican
driver and the other busi-
nesses we patronized. Multi-
ply this by the other commer-
cia outfitters and private pad-
dlersthat flock to CostaRica
and whitewater is good eco-
nomics.

What isthe whitewater
community in Costa Rica do-
ing to try and work against
thisinsatiable appetitefor hy-
droelectric progress?They
not seem to beabletomain-
tain any organized effort to
keep ontop o the issues.

What isthe international
paddling community doing?

American H'n.wwv July/August 1935

Littlemore. And unfortu-
nately, our handsaretied un-
til thereisarequest madefor
ustoactively participateina
movement against the dams.
That request has not been
mede.

But thei nte.rnlati Ional com
munity — particularly any
paddler or rafter who hasever
shared the unique beauty d a
river in CogtaRica,can do
something. Letterscan be

| writtento the Minister of

Tourismd Coda Rica These
Letterswill help demonstrate
the economicviability o tour-
ism. The idea can be voiced
that we are not against the de
velopment o Costa Rica, but
that wefavor positivedevel-
spment that does not destroy
med their most valuablere-
sources— their rivers. Let-
terscan aso besent to envi-
ronmental groupsinvolved in-
:ernationally in the preserva-
:ion of natural resources.

For anyonewho hasever
taken away a special experi-
encefromariver in Costa
Rica, pleasetakethe time now
to give back somethingin ex-
change. Or soon, there won't
be anything |eft to experience.

Pleasewriteto thefollow-
ing addresses:

Sr. Presidente Jose
Marin FigueresOlsen
CasaPresidential
Zappotte
San Jose, Costa Rica

CarlosRosch
Ministrodd Turismo
Instituto Costarricencesde
Turismo
San Jose, Codta Rica
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ropower
Updates

Forest Sarvice Plansfor

Hydro Review

The US Forest Service
(USFS) hasrel eased proposed
changesin its proceduresfor
the handling of hydropower
dams within forest bound-
aries. Currently, thereare
morethan 240 (FERClicensed
or exempt) dams on USFS
lands. AWA iscurrently ex-
amining proposed changesin
dams withinforest bound-
arieson California's Kernand
Washington's White Salmon
rivers.

Copiesdf these changesare
available by calling J. Ken-
neth Myers, Lands Staff, USFS
at (202) 20651248. Comments
are due by July 21 and should
be sent to Director of Lands
(2710), 4th Floor, South Wing,
Auditors Bldg., Forest Ser-
vice, USDA, PO. Box 96090,
Washington, DC 20090-6090.

AWA'’s preliminary con-

cernswith these changesare: -

1) Changesstate that hy-
dropower isnow an appropri-
ate use of USFSland. And
whilethe Forest Service re-
statesitsauthority to man-
date instream flowsover
FERC recommendations, they
now address USFS " abligation
to balanceresource needsin
arrivingat decisionsrelated
to hydropower devel opment.”

Unlesschangesal so ad-
dress morestringent method-
ology i n balancing non-power
decisions (i.e. recreation), this
could providestronger incen-
tivesfor new damsand less
mitigation of relicensed dams
on USFSlands.

2) "The proposed policy
would recognizethat such
projects have been part of the
environment for S0 yearsor
more and that the Forest Ser-
vice should not attempt, by
virtue of its conditioning au-
thority, to recreate the pre-li-
cense environment."

Thisisinconsistent with
AWA and other environmen-
tal interests' attemptstore

CONSERVATION

form FERC’s definition of a
base-line environment. If en-
acted, thiscould provide
much weaker protection, espe
cialy om USFSRiverswhere
existing dams have been
grandfathered into existing
Wild and Scenic (W&S) legis
lation (such astheKern and
White Salmon).

Onthe positive side, these
changes better defineappli-
cant responsibility for meet-
ing recreational needs, and
proposethat automatic W&S
eligibility studies must be
completed within 18 months
for all riversnot previously
considered for protection un-
der thisact.

If found suitable under
W&S, theriver would be pro-
tected from development for
three years while Congress
decideswhether toincludeit
under permanent W&S desig-
nation.

Pit River

AWA and the Shasta Pad-
dlershave just begun working __
onawhitewater study for
PG&E's Pit No. 1 projectin
Northern California. WRC En-
vironmental of Sacramento is
conducting the study, along
with boating interests. The
first testswere started inlate
May. Flowsto be studied
rangefrom approximately
1100 t0 3000 cfs.

ThePit 1 Project controls
the Pit River fromits
confluencewith the Fall River
until the take-out at the Route
29 bridge (somel0milesdf
ClassIV-V whitewater, in-
cluding Fall River Falls).

Perhaps more importantly,
FERCisrequiringthat this
Pit 1 study address the cumu-
lative affectsof other PG&E
damsonthePitriver, down-
stream to Shasta L ake. Pit 6,7
and 8areupforrelicensingin
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2011 Pit3,4,and5,aswdlas  Beltwayfor moreinforma
two projectson Hat Creek, tion).

arealsoscheduled for Moreimportantly for
relicensingand all contain whitewater boatersand other
outstanding whitewater re- river recreationists, thisrul-

SOUrCes. ingfoundthat "...the federal
gnddstgje nger quality stanr-]
. . ardsadopted pursuant tothe
Clspus R'Va United StatesClean Water Act
) and the Washington Water
The Washington Depart- Pol|ution Control Act allow for
ment o Ecology (DOE), and support baseflowsor
AWA, RiversCouncil of minimum flowsfor recre-
Washington, American Riv- ation." In short, states can
ersand other river interests  refusetoissue4ol certificates
wereabletodefeat anew hy-  if a4 proposed project would
dro project proposedfor the  gliminate recreational values.
gtl;][;’éls River in Washington Whilerecreational benefits

wereexpresslylisted inthe
Tacomadecision, thiswasthe
first timethat such benefits
were upheld.
Thisrulingisalsoimpor-
tant becauseit statesthat "the
Board concludesthat naviga
tional valuesincluderecre-
ation and specifically recre-

In April 1995, the state Pol-
[ution Control Hearings
Board issued an oral ruling
which upheld the DOE’s es:
tablishment d minimum
flowsfor thisriver. Thisrul-
ing was based on the earlier
"Tacoma" decision, which

empowered states to deter- ational boating." Thisdecision
mineminimumflowsandthe  officially includesrecreation
o O water dhil- - (including boating) Lnde the
nation could oﬁly be decided nw,ga‘m]m ng meaning

by FERC. (Seelnside-the-

<

# Mystical Jung,ln:;“

] ]nLIig::nuus Cultures

* Toucans and Oropendulas
e First Descents. . .

4

In the middle of the world, at the foot of the majestic
Andes, among the headwatersof the mighty Amazon River
lies some of the most spectacul ar whitewater on the planet.

RJIOS ECUADOR invitesyouto be one of thefirstto
come and explore what may soon be the next world renown
white water destination.

Expeditionsfor Intermediate, Advanced and Expert paddlers.

For Itinerariesand Dates contact our U.S. office at:
RJIOS ECUADOR

P.O. Box 114 Index, WA 98256 ® Tel./ Fax (206) 793-1705
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Gumberland Plateau River
Consewation ISSUES . e e

Editors Note: The Cumberland Plateau--ageological provincethat includes southeast Kentucky, east-central Tennesseeand north-
eastern Alabama— has spectacular whitewater rivers, fromcutti nﬂ edge 800 feet/mile creeksto tranquil floats. Asdescribed by Chuck
Estes, conservation gur u of the East TennesseeWhitewater Club, theseriversfacean uncertain future.

1' DE mson the BI g E C Uth A groupd concerned localsand organizationsare support-
For k and Obaj Wa[a gqajs ing an effort to purchasethe proEerty and designateit astate
/ilderness Recreation Area, whichwould providemorere-

strictions on usethan astate park but lessrestrictionsthan a

Cdlsfor increased development haveincreased water de- natural area. Bridgestoneshould be urged to allow timefor the
mands and — accordingly — dam construction on the Plateau. publicto preservethearea before closingthe deal. All dona-
A recent TVA (TennesseeValley Authority) study o the Pla- tionsare welcome. Pleasewrite to:
teau showsthat approximately 1800 reservoirs were con ] )
structed in thelast six years — ascomparedto 1100 in the45 Mr. Masatoshi Ono, President
years prior tothat. Themost recent concern isa proposed dam Bridgestonelnc.
and itsassociated 100 acre reservoir on the upper Clear Creek, a 50 Century Blvd.
tributary to the Wild and ScenicObed-Emory river system. Nashville, TN 37214
Whilethe dam i s outsidethe boundary o the Obed River sys: .
tem, the dam will impact both the water quantity and quality Paul Miller _
for Clear Creek and the Obed River. ScottsGulf Committee

The Rural Economicand Community Development Agency 790 BuffaloValey Road
(thefederal agency sponsoring the project), hasagreed to de Cookeville, TN 38501-3113

velopan Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) with assistance
from TVA. The EISwill evaluate alternative methodsd water

supply (besidesnew dam/reservoir construction)including: o : I T
constructionaf pipelinesto existing reservoirs, moreefficient ‘ 1 ar &t

tjlsgo;_existi ngwater suppl itegéf.g. |i<ir?gl<taa)ks, (ijpggaa(tj_i nggisr . o
ribution grids, improvingtreatment plants) and creationdf a : : = ,
r i_onal_v%/]ater-plarqni ng S to coorcﬁ)i nateor replaceseparate Wh Iitewater V|deOS % \i‘*? -
ultl ity dlﬁrlclzztlsS Is?w or%ar b(tao aelnfgé&helﬂng-termfutureclf thke from Ca A ©
plateau, the ou leveloped with a30-50 year outlook. . . dp 50 ?
Vi Pr lons -
Commentsconcerning the EISshould be sent to: Gent y deO OdUCt ons
Jack L Davis | Vertical Addiction - NEW ! A look at the addiction to
Manager, Water ResourcesProjects whitewater through the eyes of expert creek boaters. Features

TennesseeValley Authority three creeksfalling at between 600 and 800 feet per mile.

400 West Summit HI Drive ;
Knoxville, TN 37902 Kayaksand canoes. 45 minutes............... $26.95.

PLUNGE! - Fantastic paddling on some of the South's most

i extreme steep creeks. FeaturesLittle River Canyon, Bear
2' Can%’ For k Rlva | Creek, Cullasaja, and Horsepasture. Also, 50 foot Little River
Threatened Canyon Falls. Kayaks. 45 minutes............ $26.95.
. | Southern Fried Creekin’ - Aclassic. Exploresomeof the
R vsecrorﬁgarﬁé;a:rstg ?N%gfgﬁgf Eg;]aengp%ne;rga?g? oﬁ? 'k wildest creekin' in the South with some of the country's best
River (ClassIV-V). TheCaney Fork isnot well known becauseit | paddiers. Features Watauga, Horsepasture, Overflow, and
isremoteand hasdifficult access, but it hasmany ledgesand | Mystery Creek with 50-fit Coon Dog Falls. 45 minutes. $26.95

%“it'b”?%c riapigsf, g;tat areremi niscer]g[ r?‘ thet\/Vatieugarivler.k

etract of lan ures a canyon with spectacular overlooks, - .,

numerous waterfallsand cavesand amature hardwood forest. Green Summer = Steep creckin' on the Narrowsof the
Whilelocal citizens have been trying to protect this areafor Green. 500 fpm! 20 minutes........................ $21.95.

severa years, Doyle Lumber Company of Michiganistryingto

buy the tract from Bridgestone Tire and Rubber Compmty ,INe | Send the price indicated plus $3 shipping to: Gentry Video

current owner. (Bridgestoneisasking 12 million dollarsfor the ducti ok Tral h )

tract!) Doyle Lumber Company plansto build a hunting lodge Productions, 646 Deer Creek Trail, Hoschton, GA 30548.

and import non-native game speciesfor itsexclusivehuntin — Call or fax ordersto (706) 654-2725.

club. Publicaccesswould berestricted if theareaismanaged as -

ahunting club. Partsd theforest could also beintensively

logged
Amerioan i'r'.tu:ﬁrurrrv CL AR EE " 4 o I E A




SUMMER OF 1996

GUEST HOUSING AGENCY FOR THE ROWING

AND SPRINT CANOE/KAYAK EVENTS
on Lake Lanier, Gainesville, Georgia
Rental Homes, Apartments or Single Homes in
Bed and Breakfast Style Arrangements.
6, 12, 18 or 30 Multiple Stays.

Rates from $110.00 per Room Night, some
with Lake Views, Lake Access or Privileges.
Quality Housing at Reasonable Rates.
LANIER HOUSING INC.

1-404-718-5279 I
FAX 1-404-287-3114

CONSERVATION

3. Sequatchie Valley Pump-
Sorage Project

Armstong Energy Resourcesis proposingconstruction of a
pump-storage el ectrical generating systemon both sidesaof the
SequatchieValley. Onead thestreamspotentially targeted for
the pump-storagereservoirsis Big Brush Creek on the western
flank d the SequatchieVdley. It isaClassV creek which has
only been paddled in thelast 5 yearsor so0. Big Brush istypical
d the steep creeksaround the Chattanoogaarea with many
classicdropsand tight boulder gardens.

I'n mid-December 1994, the Federal Energy Regulatory Com:
mission granted Armstrong Energy the preliminary three-year
permit for studying thefeasibility of the pump-storage project.
Large water storage basins, each oneseveral hundredsd acres,
would be excavated at the top and bottom of the valley. Gravity
flow would generateel ectricity during high-demand periods;
water would be pumped from the bottom to the top reservoir at

night when the demand islow, an inefficient way to produce

power.

New Generation Procedures For Upper Yough

Thissummer, probably starting Junel, there will be new
proceduresfor Upper Yough whitewater flows. The Maryland
DNR isrequiring the power company, PENELEC, to releasewa
ter at specifictimesthat will theoretically enhancethe trout
fishery fromHoyesRun éthe power plant) to Sang Run (the put-
in?{ Duringlow flows and hot weather, water will bereleased
when temperature readings and forecasts predict the water to
oo abovethelethal temperaturefor trout at Sang Run. The good
newsisthat during hot, dry summersthere will be moretwo
hour generation than in past years, including somereleaseson
weekend days. The bad newsisthat these rel easeswill bean-
nounced only on the day o therelease, not during the weekly
forecastfor normal power generation. Whitewater rel eases(i.e.

three hours o generation) will continueto occur on Friday,
Monday and thefirst Saturday of the month — provided the
lake does not get too low from the cooling rel easesand mini-

mum flow rel eases.

History
L eson

DNR investigationson
keepingtheriver cooler for
trout started in 1987, during
the dam relicensing process
by the Federa Energy Regula
tory Commission (FERC).In
1990, FERC decided the
prgf ect nolonger needed afed-
eral licenseand the State of
Maryland movedin. AWA
wroteand calledthe Mary-
land DNR repeatedly for two
years, asking for a consulta
tion meeting. Finally, wewere
invitedtoameetingand pre-
sented with athick document,
in which there wasno men-
tion of these cooling rel eases

for trout. At the meeting,
AWA wastold that the boaters
interest had beentaken care
of, and wewere not dlowed
to ask questionsabout the
proposed trout fishery. I n-
stead, we weretold tofile com-
mentsin an upcoming public
information hearing.

AWA filed extensivecom:
mentsand asked lotsdf ques
tions. At the time, the DNR
still did not haveamanage-
ment planfor the Yough fish-
ery and the cooling rel eases.
AWA madesome progress
through thisinformation
hearing process.in particular,
Mondayswereadded as sched-
uled whitewater releases.

However, without respond-
ing to questionsand withouta

American Whitewater

planfor coolingreleases, DNR
Illegally issued the permit for
the power plant. Inturn, AWA
and the outfitters (repre-
sented by Dave Bassage of
North American)filed legal
papersand asked for a hear-
Ing. The hearing officer tem-
porarily put aside our hearing
request because AWA was
now consideredto be"in-
volvedin developinga plan™
for coolingflows.

Finally,

Some
Conaultation
&
Negotiations

With money,lawyersand
lotsd volunteer timefrom
SteveTaylor, PopeBarrow
and Dave Bassage, AWA got
the consultationit had asked
for in the beginning. Later, it
took a memorandumdf under-
standing to get DNR tofully
communicatewith AWA and
the outfitters. However, even
with thiscommunication,de-
termining a procedurefor the
cooling flows has not been
easy becausetheseflowsarea

July/August 1995

complex and unique experi-
ment. During dry summers,
thereissimply not enough
water to haverel easesevery-
day to keepthetrout cool. The
procedurefor coolingflows
determineswhich daystore-
|easewater based on a predic-
tion of maximum water tem-
peratureat Sang Run. Histori-
cal weather and water tem-
perature datawereanalyzed
to predict water temperature.
Dueto the difficulty of devel-
oping such a procedure— un-
derstandablesinceit istech-
nically complex and has never
been attempted el sewhere—
the DNR consultant recently
issued hisfourth revisedre-
port. Inthelast revision,
AWA consultant Steve Taylor
wasallowed to work directly
with the DNR consultant.

The proposed procedures
for coolingflowsare asfol-
lows: at 7:00 am., weather
dataisforecastfor Elkins,
West Virginia; water tempera
tureismeasuredat Sang Run;
and river level ismeasuredat
Oakland. These data are col-
lected by a computer and used
to estimatethe maximum
stream temperaturefor the
day. If thisestimated valueis
abovea certain temperature,
atwo hour cooling release
startsat 11:00 am. and the
taperecordingis updated at




approximately 7:156 am. If ‘
there isno scheduledrelease,
correspondingly, the process
isrepeated at 9:00 am. If no
releaseis scheduled based on
the9:00 am. readings, a corre-
sponding processisrepeated
at 11:00 am. If thereisa
scheduled rel ease based on
the IT:00 am. readings, the
cooling releasestartsat 12:30
p.m., instead of 11:00 am.

Future
|consi derati ons
PENEL EC has been open
to suggestionsabout how to
improvenoctificationd re-

|eases and wantsto hear our
suggestions. PENELEC is

| but for the time being will
continue with thevoicere-

I gestionsor questions con

I cerning notificationand or

| any other matter can befor-
warded to Steve Taylor (11521
| Glen Road, Potomac, MD

| 20854 or 301-299-8426).L et us

I know your experiencesin try-

With no scheduled cooling re-

| tomated notificationsystem,
| eases, the process continues

planningtolook at afully au- I

ing to use cooling releasesfor
boating. Therearestill some

cordings. Any comments, sug-

CONSERVATION

: unresolved issues. At present,

the decisionto cancel Monday
and Saturday whitewater re-
|leaseswhen thelake getslow
isvagueand unjustified. Now
that thereare estimatesd wa
ter usagefrom cooling re-
leases, it is possibleto better
modd |ake management, and
AWA will examinethisissue.

Inaddition, AWA still hasa
request for a hearing to en-

with 12:00, 2 and 3p.m. read-
ings, but a releasefrom these
readingsare only one-hour in-
stead of two-hours. Only the
7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 am. read-
ings producetwo-hour re-
|eases, which can be used for
boating. It isestimated that 66
percent of the cooling rel eases
will betwo hour releases.

At each prediction time,
thereisadifferentequation

for predictingmaximumwa . 208/462-336"
ter temperature. However, in Expediciones Agé’fx? 1l;|
general, themaximumair

i Garden Valley, |d. 83622
temperature from the Elkins email CIS: 32773.3106

Weather Serviceisthe mgjor

Kayak
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CO

factor in predicting maximum
water temperature at Sang
Runfor the morning readings
(i.e. 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00).

Insmpleterms, cooling
flowsare needed whenits pre-
dicted to get hot with clear
skies(i.e. sunlight heatsthe
water and theair). Thus, boat-
erswill beableto somewhat
predict cooling rel eases based
on weekly weather forecasts
of hot westher.

How hot doesit haveto
be?

Whentheriver islow (2.3
or lower at the Friendsville
gaugewith no release) and
skiesareclear, thereais
small probability o atwo
hour cooling rel ease when the
forecasted maximum air tem-
peraturefor Elkins, WV is77
degrees. With higher fore
casted maximumair tempera
ture, the probability increases
whenthe maximumair tem-
peratureisforecastedto be 86
or more.

Air temperaturesin
Morgantown are generally
fivedegreeshigher than
Elkins. Aruled thumbfor
the DC areais10 degrees
higher than Elkins.

For the techno-weenies,
see sidebar and figure Afor
more details.

A

with a medical emergency you
can depend on Adventure
Medical Kits. Adapting

E.R. techniques to outdoor
medicine isthe unique speciaty
of Dr. Eric A. Welss, the leading
authority on modem wilderness

and Emergency Medicine at Stanf
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When you're caught on the water —

medicine. Dr. Wciss, an avid paddler,
isthe Associate Director of Trauma
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University Medical Center and a
, Board Memher of the Wilderness
Medical Society. Hisextensive
medical knowledge and techniques
have revolutionized medical kits
for kayakers, canoeistsand other |
adventure sport enthusiasts. '
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surethat all economicand en-
vironmental issuesare ad-

dressed. el
Somed you who know the 1

river between Hoyesand ara

San(iRun might ask why DNR

thinksit can establish any

B
1

sign cantfisheryinthis
very wideand very shallow
sectiond theriver. (Sincethe
river iswideand shalow, it
heats up to abovethelethal
temperaturefor trout andis
therefore poor fish habitat.)
Initswritten comments,
AWA has pointed out thisfact
and other environmental is-
sues. Weal so asked for esti-
mates of expectedtrout popu-
lations and the resulting ben-
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efits(i.e. tourism) fromsucha
fishery. DNR hasnot re-
sponded to these questions
and, werecently learned, has
no inféntion of formally re-

PREINCTED AL WATER TEMPERATURE AT SAMa FLN 7
4
- ud

o .

T T
74 78 78 80 a2

FORECASTED MAXIMUM AIR TEMPERATURE AT ELKINS (F)

B4 86 as 20

spondingin thefuture. Unfor-
tunately, thelaw doesnot re-
quire DNR to respond to all
guestionsand issuesraised

by the publicinformation pro-
cess. DNR hasrepeatedly re-
fused to address certain eco-
nomicand environmental is-

\}5\",’;1 .
-ﬁéw

suesgiven to DNR per their
request for publiccomments.
With such unresponsiveness,
shouldit beany surprisethat
in certain areasd thestate
the DNR is hated by thelo-
cas?

Presents

Whitewater Dancer Il

Thisvideohasitall' Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds. Rodeos.
Hotwave andhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of special interesttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Set into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and ari
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

slaybeat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
unes. HI-Flstereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
tor $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 203/693-8750

41 you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic |

'FOR THE TECHNO-WEENIES

How Hot Does It Haveto Be For A 2 Hour Rdease?

For low river flows(less
than D cfsat Oakland), clear
skiesand no water tempera
ture measurements, Figure A
shows predicted maximum
water temperature at Sang
Run versusthe forecasted
maximum and minimumair
temperature at Elkins. For ex-
ample, as designated on Fig-
ure A, for aforecasted maxi-
mum air temperature d 77 de-
greesFand forecasted mini-
mum air temperature of 60 de-
greesF, the predicted maxi-
mum water temperature at
SangRunis77 degreesF. (A
maximum water temperature
o 77degreesFisthelethal
temperaturefor trout.) The 77
degreepredictionfrom Figure
A meansthereisasmall prob-
ability o acoolingrelease be
causethe oomﬁl eteprocedure
alsoinvolvesthe measured
water temperature at Sang
Run and theforecasted cloud
cover. With ahigher predicted
water temperature from Fg
ureA, the higher the probabil-
ity of acoolingrelease. Witha
predicted water temgerature
o 8 degreesFor morefrom
FigureA, itisnearly certain
therewill beacooling release
o 2 hoursduration. Asstated
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above, the procedureuses
forecasted air temperatures
from Elkins. Forecasted maxi-
mumand minimum air tem-
peraturesin Morgantown are
onthe average5 degrees
higher than Elkins. Boaters
experienceover the yearssug-
gest Washington,DC isoften
10 degreeshigher. With flows
higher than 3 cfsat Oakland,
predicted maximum water
temperature islessthan the
valuesin FigureA. Withflows
greater than D cfs, predicted
maximum water temperature
from FigureA is reduced by
0.04 x (Oaklandflow minus
30). With no generation, the
flow at Friendsvilleisgener-
aly 23 timestheflow at Oak-
land. Thus, 3 cfsat Oakland
would be 70cfs at Friendsville
whichisreported as 22 feet.
gFri endsvillegaugereading

or 100,130,170and 210 cfsare
2.3,2.4, 2.5 and 26feet respec-
tively). (For example, wit
Friendsvillegauge reading of
25 feet for natural flow, flow
at Oaklandisestimatedat 74
cfs(i.e. 170/2.3), and the pre-
dicted maximum water tem-
perature is17 degreesless
than given by Figure A [0.04 X
(74- 30)].



Verboten
Hairboatin

by Rich Hoffman, River Access Program

Thisexpression has been passed down
through generations o boaterslivingin vil-
lages perched in the steep German Alps.
Roughly translated, it means forbidden boat-
ing. These notesare designed'togivean over-
view d accessissuesand AWA'’s effortsfrom
around the country. Pleasecall or write
AWA's Access Program if you haveinforma
tion about accessto whitewater rivers:

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910

(301) 5899453
(301) 5896121 (fax)

e.mail: 76435.731@compuser ve.com

1. Accessto
the Numbers,
Arkansas
River, CO.

Asl writethisarticle,
snowpack in Colorado is 350%
above average and accessto
the Numberssection of the
Arkansas River i sforbidden!
Basically... we need ACCESS

The AWA and Colorado
White Water Association
(CWWA) have been working
on securing legal accesstothe
Numbersfor the past 10 years.
In the past several months, we
have been working overtime
toresolvethisissue because
of an opportunity to negotiate
aland deal with thelocal land-
owners.

The parcel of land in ques
tionisa40acre mining
placer, alongand skinny strip
of land that i s 200feet wideon
both sides o theriver (includ-
ing theriver bottom)and is
onemilelong. Certainly a
unique piece d property for
river accessand conservation.
However, not worth muchin
terms o traditional develop-
ment, especially considering
that a county ordinance pro-
hibits buildinga house within
100feet of theriver.

Inearly May, AWA and
Steve Reese, the head of the
Arkansas Headwaters Recre-
ation Area(apartnership be
tween the BLM and Colorado
State Parks Dept.) met with
the landowners acrossthe ne-
gotiation tableto resolvethis
issue. Theresult: wefound
out that thelandownersare
not interested in acash sale of

their land, but will consider a
land swap (inother words, a
tradedf land for land). Weare
working hard tofinalize this
swap which will trade Forest
Serviceland for the Arkansas
River placer.

Inthe past, the OWWA has
obtained permissionfrom the
landowner to useasiteonthe
west side of theriver (river
right) for private boater ac-
cess. (Accessontheeast side
isclosed becauseof adis-
agreement over whether
county road 371is publicor
private.) After our meeting,
the landowner — without in-
forming us — decided to post
NO TRESPASSING signs
alongtheir property and to
prosecute all trespassers!
They intend to call the sheriff
and to writedown license
plate numbers.

Thelandowners probably
have mixed motivesfor deny-
ing access, including: frustra-
tion with boater and commer-
cial use and abuseof their
Land, liability concernsand a
desiretoforceour hand with
theland swap.

At presstime, | am hopeful
that thisinformation will be
old newsand that boaters will
have permanent accessin per-
petuity to the Numbers. AWA
continues to negotiate with
thislandowner and with state
andfederal agencies. Asdf
June 7, however, thissection
isoff-limitsto boaters. The
put-in at Granite remains
open, however, and other less
desirable options exist.

Pleaselet me know if you
haveany suggestions.

2. Big Sandy
Creek, Wed

Virginia

InMay, the American
Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA), the West Virginia Riv-
?rsCoalition (WVRC)and the
Friendsof the Cheat were
granted atwo-year license
from the Allegheny Power
Service Corporation that in
:he near future will provide
legd parking and public ac-
>ess to the Lower Big Sandy
in Rockville, WV.

The Big Sandy isan out-
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standing whitewater runin
Preston County, containing
classII-V rapids. However,
duetotherugged terrain sur-
rounding County Road 14,

| thereisverylittleroomtoac-
| commodatevehicles. Asare

sult, several landowners have
expressed frustration over
visitors parking on their prop-
erty or congesting thesingle
lanebridge that spansthe
river.

In December, AWA, WVRC
and the Friends of the Cheat
met with Allegheny Power —
which ownslarge tracts of
land within the Cheat water-
shed — to discuss public park-
ing and accessto the Big
Sandy. Theresult isatwo-
year licensethat allowsthe
publictolegally park on par-
celsof land along river right
of the Big Sandy in Rockville.
The parcel can accommodate
about six carsand we ask that
boaterstreat thisarea well
and pick up all trash. We hope
toorganizeatrash cleanupin
the summer to clean up some
o thetrash that hasaccumu-
lated at Rockville. Please call
AWA at 301-589-9453if you
would like more information
about thislicensing agree-
ment.

3. Nenana
River, Alaska

The NenanaRiver isabig
water (12,000+ cfsinspring),
ClasslV that hasover 25 miles
of excellent play. Themain
put-inisan old public road
easement that isadjoined by
private property inthetown
o McKinley Village(right by
theentranceof Denali Na
tiona Park). In May, the adja
cent private property owner
and ARA (alocal rafting com-
pany) tried to persuadethe
AlaskaDepartment of Trans-
portation (DOT) to vacate this
easement and let it revert
back to private property. This
move would have guaranteed
avirtual monopoly for the pri-
vatelandowner and raft com-
pany to the Nenana. Fortu-
nately, alert paddlers (espe-
cially Kris Capps) discussed
thisissuewith DOT officials,
who decided not to vacate the
sasement.



§ by Ed E. Lyne

Aneight-laneinterstatehighway
(knownasthe “beltway”)encircles
thenation'scapitallikeamonstrous
snake, separatingthe noxious
infernoof politicsfromtherestof
thenation. Thepopulacepeersin
withanattitudeofbewildered
dismay.Meanwhile, politicians,
bureaucrats, T.V.newscasters,
lobbyists, lawyers, thieves,
reporters,muggers,government
contractors,drugaddicts, and spies
formacacophonous Towerof
Babel.Atthecenter,grippinghis
newContractwithAmericalikethe
Swordof Gehghis Khan, Newt
Gingrich,newlyenthroned Speaker
oftheHouse,announcesagradiose
strategytotransformtheplanet.
Undetrredbythishorrificscene,
alertwhitewaterboaters,trapped
deepinsidethebeltway,carefully
filterthepandemoniumtoreporton
anythingandeverythingaffecting
whitewaterrivers.

e

Fear And Loathing
Inside the Beliway

The only way to describeriver
conservationists insde the bdtway
thesedaysis" FREAKED QUJI. " The
reason is obvious: ectronicbugs.

In June, Attorney General Janet Reno disclosed
theresultsd a covert FBI investigationaf com-
puter viruses contained in an email messagesent
toseveral DC-basedriver conservationorganiza
tions. Theinvestigation suggested that river con-
servationists may have been targeted by the Hy-
dropower Division o the RighteousEnemy Aryan
M iIitia("REAM'?.

REAM isamilitant anti-river groupsuspected
d conducti nﬂdrunken co-ed raft tripsonrivers
throughout the northeast to scout for new hydro-
ﬁower sites. Their ultimate objectiveisto build

ydroel ectricprojectson all freeflowingriversin
America, ostensi bIY toreduce Americasdepen-
denceonforeignail.

REAM hasattracted a widefollowing by using
the Information Superhighway to distribute ex-
tremist propaganda. The group now even hasa
World Wide Web Site, decorated with porno-
graphic material and gigantic graphicsdepicting
the construction of Hoover Dam.

Thee-mail bugsareonly thetip d theiceberg,
accordi ggto the FBI. Thecomputer virusinvesti-
gation led to another even moredi sturbing discov-
ery: tiny microchipsembedded i n the bodiesof
river conservation advocates. Each microchipcon-
tainsaradio transmitter allowingthe victim's
movementsto betracked by satellite, likecaribou
inthe Arctic Wildlife Refuge.

Even moreunnerving, the chipsare capabled
monitoring conversations. Asaresult, theinner-
most secrets of some unfortunate inside-the-
beltway river conservationists havealready been
revealed to the world by popular radio talk-show
hosts, E. Gordon Liddy and Rush Limbaugh.

Ever since the1994 el ections, some employees
o river advocacy groupshave been noticingstatic
ontheir computersand strange buzzingsounds
emanatingfrom various partsd their bodies. Un
til now, however, no onehad linked thesetwo
symptoms. The discovery by an alert computer
nerd o radio transmissions frominsidethe
d oneemployeeon the AWA conservationstaff led
tothediscovery of themicrochips.
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Fear And Loathin

Topsecret military hardware devised at the National I nsti-
tutesd Healthisbeingused to extract the microchipimplants.
About half thesizedf agrain o rice, thetiny, but sophisticated
transmitters havealready been removed from oneriver conser-
vation gtaff person whoasked that hisidentity not be disclosed.

Effortsto removetheimplantsare continuing, but the extrac-
tion processcan be painful ,accordingto the Johns Hopkins
proctologist hired by AWA to perform the extraction procedures
on its DC-basad staff.

Bad News Oozes from | ngde
the Bdtway

Other bad newsfor outdoor recreation advocatescontinues
to emergefrom various placesinside the Beltway, especially
from Congress. For example, the House Resources Committee
recently voted to chop $220 millionfrom the Clinton
administration's budget request for the National Park Service,
Forest Serviceand other land managementagencies.

Senate budget cutters proposed similar cutsin early May, to-
gether with atotal moratorium on new Park Serviceland acqui-
sition. Thismeansdeep cutsinland acquisition and recreation
bgets not good newsfor boaterssince many parcelsdf land
neededfor river accessare ontheforest serviceacquisitionlist.

Inarelated devel opment, Rep. Don Young o Alaska, new
chairman d the House ResourcesCommittee, applauded the
findingsaf aright-wing"think tank” in Washington whenthe
thinkers recommendedthat most federal lands, parksand wild-
liferefugesincluded, besold or transferred to state manage-
ment. Thisisagreat idea, said Y oung, because, " Federal land
managers are (expl etivede eted) poor |and managers.”

Thefirst step toward down-sizingor eliminatingfederal land
management has already been taken by Y oung's committee. The
committee hasadopted a" park closure™ bill (H.R. 260). Thishill
creates a park closure commission, modeed on the military
base closurecommission. Theideaisto identify "unworthy"
parksand eliminate them from the inventory o federally man-
aged areas. Presumably, they would be sold dff tothe highest
bidder or transferred tothe tender merciesd state govern-
ments. Early indications are that someriver areas managed by
the Park Service, such asthe ChattahoocheeRiver in Georgia,
aretop candidatesfor closure.

House of Representatives
Trashes Tacoma Decigon

In other House committeeaction, the House o Representa:
tivesvoted in May to reversethe 199 Supreme Court decision
in the"Tacoma" case which dlowed state clean water agencies
to set higher instream flowsat FERC regulated hydro projects.

FERC and the hydropower industry resented the Tacomade-
cision becauseit gavestatesa better handleonfederallyli-
censed hydroel ectric projects, which could damage water qual-
ity through diminished or disrupted flows. The Housevote
would reversethe victory won just a year ago by states and envi-
ronmental groups, when the Supreme Court refused to grant
FERC a monopoly over water flowsat hydro projects. If the bill
survives the Senate and a possibleWhite House veto, it will
cripplestate authority to protect recreational flowsat hydro
projects.

TheTacomaissuearosein the context d a huge rewrite of
the Clean Water Act. Throughout the week of May 9th, the
Housed Representativeshad been frantically passing amend-
mentsto the Clean Water Act. Thethemewasto eliminatefed-
eral authority over wetlandsand water pollutionand turn envi-

Inside the Beltway

ronmental authority over to the states, which are better ableto
deal withsuch things. After a week o this, however, whenthe
hydro question came up, about a100 memberssuddenly
changed their fundamental philosophy. They voted 309t0 100
(with% not voting) to deprivestates of all but atiny vestiged
their authority to Improveinstream flowsat FERC regulated
hydropower sites.

The Housevote would not only reversethe Tacomadecision,
but push state authority over hydro power back evenfurther
than it was prior to the Supreme Court decision. Only Rep. Pe-
ter DeFazio (D-OR)and Rep. Nick Rahall (D-wV) stood up to de
nouncethe hypocrisy.

Thefull text o the Housefl oor debateon the Tacomaissue
(aswdl asanything el sein the Congressional record) can now
beinstantly pulled up and read at home by anyoneanywherein
the country with Internet accessto the World Wide Web. The
Library of Congressnow providesa searchable copy o the Con
?r onal Record at itsnew "Thomas" Home Page. Theaddress

or computer nerds with accessto the World Wide Web ishttp:/
/thomasJoe.gov/home/F104.gquery. html. Just go tothat location
and type"' Tacoma" or "hydropower." Look for the May 11,1995,
debate on the Clean Water Act. Check it out. Seefor yourself
!c\IuISt how misinformed your representatives in Congressactu-
y are.

Some Good News, Too

Noat all the newsemergingfrom insidethe Beltway isbad.
Even thefrenzy of budget cutting may not all be harmful from
theriver conservation point of view. One positive development
isthe planto cut the U.S government's$L4 billion contribution
to the World Bank. This money has often been used tofund
huge, environmentally destructive boondogglessuch asthe Bio
Bio damin Chile. Lessmoney for the bank may mean lesszeal
for big damsin the Third World.

Domesticwater tproj ectsareaso cominginfor big budget
cuts. For example, federal water subsidiesto westernranchers
— such asthe Colorado Basin Salinity Control Program— are
on the chopping block, according to Senate Budget Chairman
PeteV. Domenici.

Vital Program Saved

I n the good news category, outdoor recreation advocates
Weréadalsothri Iled tolearn that one key program has been
saved.

Rep. Sonny Bono and his compatriotsmay beselling off the
national parks, turning over the national foreststo the states,
and unloadingall the old growth timber asfast asthey can, but
they have promised to not tol et the budget cutter's knifeany-
wherenear the &5 million civilian marksmanship program.

Thealwaysreliable Washington Post reportedon May 7th
that the civilian marksmanship program has been given total
immunity fromall formsdf budget cutting. Summer youth em-
ﬁloyment may go the way of the Dodo Bird, educationgrantsfor

omelesschildren are headed for the dumpster, but teenagers
can still get freeammo from the government and cut-rate guns.

That's right! Gunsand ammofor teenagers.It's the best way
to introducethem to the joys of the outdoors.

According to Rep. Paul Gillmor (R-Ohio),thecivilian marks-
manship programis'oned the most effectiveyouth programs
wehavein America”

The general consensusamong the newly elected members of
Congressisthat Americansneed to spend morequality time
with their weapons. And what better way to do it than by pro-
viding freeammoto teenagers?
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Complete yourwhitewaterlibrary withan AWA publication

AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
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TheRiversof Chile

AWA Safety Codes
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A pale shadow castsitsdarknessaround me
A sorrow criesfrom the depths of my soul.
| weep.
Tearsaretheriversof my soul
pouringtheir contentsinto the sea of sorrow.

O shadow of death, you bring such misery,
such sadness, such fedlings of abrupt end.
Why must thisdarknessfall at such an early hour?
Why must my friend meet such afoe, so early in life?
| shall never know
but forever | shall remember.

Dear Sirs:

How doesone begin to write to you of
atragedy?| have now sat beforemy com-
puter for along time, trying to extrapo-
|ate wordsto express my heartfelt fed-
ings. On April 23, 1995, | lost adear friend
toatragic accident on the Russell Fork
River in Dickenson County, VA. Inthe
mist of the Russell Fork Gorge, at arapid
known as Fist, Michael Richard Munn,
40, lost hislife.

The Russell Fork isthe homeriver for
many of us, including myself. Many pad-
dlerscomehere during fall releaseto en-
joy thisbeautiful river. Many also go
back with a sense of new respect for
whitewater. But during the winter,
spring, and summer, theriver calms
down at certainflows, to provide thelo-
calsagood fun run. When wereceive
rainfall, the Russell Fork, being of natu-
ral flow, picksup volume.

Many peoplenever realize that the
Pound River iswhat isreleased during
thefall draw down from the Flannigan
Reservoir. The Pound joinswith the
Russell Fork at Bartlick, VA. | have
paddlied the Russell Fork many timesat
different flow levelsandfind theriver
quite enjoyableat anywherefrom 125 cfs
t0 300 cfs. From 300 cfsup to 500 cfs, the
river beginsto take on another personal-
ity. Althoughfrom 300 to 500, the diffi-
culty of the run doesn't increase dramati-
cally, it doespick up somedf the pushy
typecharacteristicsexperienced at re-
lease. From 500 cfsto 750 cfs, theriver is
mean. It hasfinelineswithlittle room
for error. Thedangersincreasetwofold.
At thislevel theriver isbest paddied by
experts with knowledged the proper
linesthrough the gorge.

The group, that fateful morning, con-
sisted of Mike and three other strong,
confident, expert paddlers who knew the
Russell Fork River well. Mike, along with
the others, had paddiedthe gorge many
times, at many different flows, and knew
thelineswell for eachlevel. Thelevel on
23 April was somewherearound 415 cfs,
accordingtoinformation received by a
frien@from the gaugeflow reading. The
reading is calculated by combining the
flowsaof both the Pound and Russell Fork
Riversat Bartlick, VA.

The group set up shuttleat the Garden
Hole put infor the gorgeand at the park
located at Elkhorn City, KY, thetake out
for the gorge. Everything went well for
the group whilethey warmed up onthe
easi er rapidsthat precede the more diffi-
cult rapidsthat lay not far ahead. The
grouparrived at thefirst major rapid,
known as Towers. The rapid was negoti-
ated with no problems. Towersat this
level canonly berunonfar river right,
against the bank. Theregular release
route, down the middleistoo shallow and
thechancesd avertical pin aretoo high.

The group then proceededthrough the
next section, about 100 yards, to the top of
therapid knownasFist. Thetypical line
for Fist changesat low flowq 125-300 cfs),
as compared to medium and higher levels

(300-1, 300 cfs). At lower levels, a paddler's
lineisto catch an eddy directly abovean
undercut. The potential for troubleat low
levelsis minimum, but increasesasflows
increase. At medium levels, the eddy be-
comessmaller and the potential for
trouble increases. At the higher levels, |
have yet to see a boater catch the eddy.

Our first boater torun Fist, ran the
rapid at releaseroute, straight through.

LETTER

Although he wasangled river right and
paddling hard, hestill hit the undercut
on thecorner with enough forcetoflip
him. Oneof the other remaining boaters
ran thelow-water route and caught the
eddy above the undercut with no prob-
lem. Thenit wasMike's turn.
Mikeentered the rapid from the set up
eddy, located some75 yardsfromthe
main drop of Fist. Hislineinitially
looked good, but changed inthe main
drop. What happened will alwaysbea
mystery. Whether it wasan unexpected
crosscurrent, arock just under the sur-
face, or just fate, Mike'sline changed at
thelast moment and sent him directly
into the upstream side of the massive un-
dercut. There, Mikelost his paddlefirst,
flipped, and then disappeared from sight.
Thelast boater ran thelow water
route, catching the eddy abovethe under-
cut. He got out and assisted with rescue
effortsthat had already been initiated.
Frantically working with ropes, his
friends proceeded |0 perform drags under
therockswith hopesdf retrieving Mike.
A valiant effort was made by entering the
undercut from the bank sideand trying
tofeel around under therock. The boat
wasfound, upsidedown, but no Mike.
Still working with ropesthey managed to
bring Mike out after about 15 minutes

HOTTEST NEWSHORTIE!

Descender

TheRgad Solutiontoyour
shortboat dilemmaShorter,
Lighter & Quicker

CUSTOM OUTHTTED

READY -TO-PLAY

Stidfaction Guaranteed!

Call today or Try aTest Drivea our
Nantahala Outpost

404-325-5330 Atianta weekdays
704-488-2386 Nantahala River

= E

2362-(h Dresden Driﬁ NE, Atlanta, GA 30341
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had elapsed from the time the accident
occurred. Mike was brought immediately
to the bank, where CPR was started. One
o thegroup used to be affiliatedwitha
volunteer rescue squad and wastrained
tothelevel of cardiac-tech, so good medi-
cal treatment was at hand. Oneother per-
soninthe group elected to stay and help
perform CPR. Theremaining paddler ran
out o thegorgefor help. Thisinvolved
running two major rapidsin hisboat just
to get towheretherailroad tracks were
accessible, and then running back along
therailroad tracks, through atunnel and
then swimming the pool at Garden Hole
to get to histruck to go call for help.

On theway out o the Garden Hole, a
groupd BreaksPark employeeswere
workingalong the road. They called by
radio tothe main park headquartersfor
help. TheHays Rescue Squad responded.
The park service, in the meantime, ac-
quired a boat to escort the squad member
acrossthe poal at the Garden Hole.

The park employeeswereexceptional
in their effort to be of assistance in this
accident and they should be commended.
About two hours had el apsed now, and
OR wasstill being performed, when the
rescuesquad membersappeared onthe
scened the accident. Mike's friends
worked faithfully for over two hours do-
ing CPR, until the rescue squad paramed-
icsrelieved them. Thegroupdid all that
was possibleto save Mike, but had failed.
They weredevastated.

The paramedicsworked with Mikefor
quite sometime beforethe decisionwas
madeto transport.

At thefuneral | had the privilegeto
meet Mikes relatives. They wondered
how Mikes relationship with hisfriends
had evolved and how that paddling had
become such an important part of Mike's
life. After talking with several of the
boaterspresent, they werewel satisfied
tolearn that Mikewasa very important
part of everyone'slifewithin the pad-
dlingcommunity. They knew fromthe
way Mike had talked about thelove he
had o the sport that he had died doing
something that he wanted todo. All indi-
vidual swhotake up the paddlie know the
risksinherited doingso.

At thefuneral, a comment was made
that boating was Mike's way of getting
closer to nature, and closer to God. |
think that istrueof a| of uswho experi-
encethe beauty o theriver.

Mikewasan expert kayaker. He knew
therisksinvolved with the sport, aswe
dl do. Many times, Mikecommented on
how rewarding the sport wasand how
muchit had helped him with his personal
life. Mikeloved hiswifeand hisfriends,
and alwaysenjoyed the common bond
that weall experiencewhilein the com
pany of our paddling buddies. Mikeal-
ways had a happy smile and something

path. He enriched our livesin many
ways. Mikewas present theday | got
married last September and has paddled
with my wifeand me. Mike has spent
many nights camping with our groupand
with groupsfrom other states, always
bringing cheer to all those he met. He
wasacredit tod| those hetouched,
whether it wason theriver or off.

Mikeisgonenow and heismissed by
al o us.

| realizethat thiswasan unfortunate
accident. Theability of each member of
the group was up to the standards neces
sary for running the gorge at thislevel.
Therescueeffortswere beyond reproach.
Thegroup wasvery saf ety conscious, but
still, theaccident did occur.

Now, talk o barring paddling on the
Russell Fork hassurfaced. But | know
Mikewould disapproved this. Even with
the most stringent saf ety precautions,
and the very best saf ety equipment avail-
able, we can never be surethat accidents
won't happen, and that within that num-
ber of accidents, another fatality might
occur.

In cooperation,the Russell Fork Pad-
dlers, and the APES (A ppal achianPad-
dling Enthusiast Society) have decided to
placeamemorial to Mikewithin the
gorge. On the undercut at Fist, we planto

placea bronze plaguewhich reads:

IN MEMORIAL
MICHAEL RICHARD MUNN
AUGUST 8, 1954—APRIL 23, 1995

LIFEISBUT ABRIEFMOMENT IN
TIME, BUT THE MBEMORY OF FRIENDS
AND LOVED ONESLAST FOREVER

Thank You,
A Friend

., RIVERSPORT

213 Yough Street
Confluence, PA 15424
(814)395-5744

One of the top whiiewater schools in the
country. Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.
as well as experts.

Fnendly Instructors. small classes. excellent
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to prowde the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills. Students are
carefully placed in small classes according to
skill level, paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ash about bur
special clinics and group rates.

good tosay toall thosehemet alonglife's |

Rican paddlingvacation.

(35S 2,

h this fall.

Costa Rica Whitewater '95

ostaRica isakayakers's paradisewith

Class | to VI whitewater. Paddlingtime

isspent with asmall, select group of
paddlerson avariety of whitewater rivers—from
exdtingclassic big water r uns to creeks winding
throughan exatic tropicd forest setting.

comfortable, rdaxing hotd accommodations Whitewater

and qudity medsadd 'E)gan unforgettableCoda Class | 10 VI Wiitswater...

Warmth
Mile-high Ender Spots
Tropical Paradise

Waterfalls » Small Groups

Our guidesare experienced internationa paddlersand someof thebest
whitewater kayak ingtructorsin thefidd. Inter-
mediate advanced and expert tripsaresched-
uled for October, November and December of
1995. Expariencethewarmth and pura vida of
CodaRicain EndlessRiver Adventuresstylel

Let usintroduceyou to alifetimesworth of
paddling opportunitieswith us. Contact us for a
free color booklet about our 1995 Costa Rica
adventures and our North Cardlinabased in-
druction program. Don't get left outinthecold! __[_

PO Box 2496, Bryson City, NC 28713 « Phone/Fax TOUMER-61595

Worldwide E-Mall, CompuServe T1604.12490
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Dear B

and isworkingtoward locatinga bulletin
board near the vending machinebuild-

Enclosed you will find a Safety Bulle- ing at the put-in, wherewe can also post
tin about I nitiation Rapid on the Upper it. Wealsointend to get copiesto the out-
Gauley. Thispiecewasproduced by Surf  fittersin the Gauley River area.

City, aloose-knit group of rafters includ- It may beworth noting that the route
ing membersadf the Float Fishermen o diagram was based on overhead photos
Virginia, Coastal Canoeistsand Frienddf  shot from the WV DNR helicopter this

the Riversdf Virginia

pastfall (94) whenthey weremakinga

Pleasefed freetoprint thisin your trout stockingrun. Therefore,it should
newsletter. The NPShasagreed tolet us be quite accurateasfar as wherethings
post it at the Upper Gauley campground areinrelationship to each other. Wed

Cass IV
Rapid |ocated anoroximateiv
1.6_miles from 'dam outdn:

SAFETY
BULLETIN

ritidon Fapld b ekwmely @angeous @ W
e m& oocumd s
Inisation | 1562, 1994) In M seme ppol. The me?
wire s foaly i 0 s Do ot s, Aus
center or center lft.

[

- B S —

loveto hear the commentsof your AWA
readerson thisbulletin.

Alsonotethat we haveupgraded the
classificationfrom ClassIII to Class|V.
Our thinkingwasthat any classification
is based on experience,and the experi-
encesonthisrapid haveindicatedthat it
isfar more dangerousthan wethought.

Y oursin safety,
Bill Tanger
Friendsd the Riversdf Virginia

| \.llllll

i o | W - [ ——
1 Terme e [ 1 1] 3,:-""'_'-._._\* oY -
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The Unimag shuttle vehicle which took us up over a 16,000 pass

Right page: Franz Helfenstein
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Cotahuasi

Canyon

ny river that features ten

daysof continuous classfour

and classfivewhitewater is
bound to beaclassic. But throw in
cloudlessskies, avirgin, unexplored
canyon, Quechuaspeaking locals,
hot springs and theruinsd avan-
ished pre-Inca civilization - and you
havethe gem of South America—
The Rio Cotahuasi.

In1993an international expedi-
tion of kayakersand raftersarrived
in Peru with plansto run the Lunar
Canyon d the ColcaRiver, anin-
credible river journey first tackled
by a Polish team in1981. (Editor's
note: Seethe companion article by
John Fossinthisissue.) A 1993ar-
ticlein National Geographic Stated
that the ColcaRiver Canyon wases
timated to bethe deepest navigable
drainagein theworld.

But while studyingtopographic
mapsour attention wasdrawn tothe
Cotahuasi Canyon, whichliesimme-
diately tothenorth o the Colca
Comparing the elevationsd peaks
on both sides of each canyons, we
wondered if the Colcawasreally
deeper than its neighbor. The Peru-
vian government mapping agency in
Lima, GeographicaMilitar, told us
that initial observationsontheir
part, utilizing21 to 25,000 scale maps, sug-
geted that the Cotahuas had a depth 163
metersgreater than the Colca

nae

|
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n Adventure

A N

by Kurt Casey

Oned our expedition members,
Fredy Revilla, a Peruvian doctor, ad-
vised usthat he had recently visited
the upper Cotahuasi canyon to study
the unusually high concentration of
Huntington's disease in thelocal
people. He described a magnificent
river, born inthesnow capped peaks
o the Andean Cordillera, that flowed
west to the Pacific. Our curiosity
wasfurther excited by avideo Dr.
Revilla had madeduring histrip.

The video showed the colonial
town o Cotahuasi, with itswhite
adobe buildings, averdant agricul-
tural valley and emerald green wa
ters. Therewere plenty o frothing
rapids on the Cotahuasi river. And
thiswasjust the beginning o its
7500foct vertical descent tothe Pa
cific Ocean. Dr. Revillas video
ended with the Cotahuasi plunging
intoachasm calledthe" Cataractade
Sipia," a150-meter waterfall whose
entrance wasless than two meters
wide.

"What'stheriver and the canyon
like below the waterfall?* Weal |
wanted to know.

"I don't know," answered Dr.
Revilla. "My father comesfrom the
townd Cotahuasi, and asfar ashe
knows, no one hasever entered the
canyon below thefalls."

Right there and then we vowed to
returnin1994torun the Cotahuasi

AU/

/‘\N\
Story and photos

Canyon. Beforeleaving Peru we pur-
chased detailed tepe mapsfrom the
Instituto GeographicaMilitar. | re-
turned homeand hungthe mapsin
my "junk room," thewallsof which
areplastered with similar maps
from tripstaken throughout the
world.

Over the next ten monthstheru-
dimentary detailsd our journey
were worked out. Actualy, all wefig-
ured out waswhowasgoingand
when wewould start. Thenitty
gritty questions - such as how to get
totheriver, wherewewould launch,
how much food to carry, how many
daysthetripwould take - werestill

American l'-'-‘.'wwrevJuh August 1993



unanswered.

Wedecidedto "wingit." Just
show up, beoptimistic and | et every-
thingfall into place.

Fortunately, three weeks prior to
departure thingsstarted to cometo-
gether. Dagger provided Freefall
kayaks, which proved to be perfect
expeditionboats. TheFreefallspro-
vided plenty of volumefor carrying
tensdaysd food and a blunt front
end whichminimizedthedangers o
running classfive whitewater. Air-
tight Inflatables of Pennsylvaniapro-
vided a custom built "SHREDDER."
Thisframeless cataraft wasfor two
d our Peruvianfriendswho work as
raft guidesand werejoining thetrip.
Uponarrival inLima, wefound that
the Peruvian team membershad se-
cured sponsorship from Americana
Airlines; aswell asafilm crew, food,
and other typesd support.

Theoverland portion of thetrip
began in Arequipa, at the childhood

Fico Gallese and Pepe Lopez Shreddin’

home o team membersDuilioand
Gian MarcoVelutino, two o Peru's
best whitewater kayakers. Their
picturesque homesitsalongsidea
lake at the base d the Volcanoes
Misti, Pichu Pichu, and Chachani,
all between 17,000 and 21,000 feet
high. Theirfather, Antonio
Velutino, ran the Colca River with
the Polishexpeditionintheearly
eightiesand wasenthusiastically
helpingto organizeour trip.
Antonioobtained afour wheel
drive behemoth truck from the Peru-
vian military to haul ustothetown
d Cotahuasi. The48 hour drivetook
us up to thealtiplano at 16,000 feet
and through the massive peaksdf
Corupunaand Solimana. Intransit,
we werelucky enough to witnessan
eruption d Sabancaya,oned Peru's

Mmerican thuﬂ#.lv-.-'ab..-lﬂ;m 1935

two active vol canoes.

Our arrival at therim of the up-
per Cotahuasi canyon presented us
with our first glimpsedf thetown of
Cotahuasi, 8000 feet below. On the
switchback descent the silent, stark,
frozenterrain of thealtiplano
yielded tolush green vegetation,in-
habited by screeching parrots. Loca
Indiansled usto Umahuarco, or
"The Placed Execution.” This
"room" washand carved intothe
facedf agranitecliff. Centuriesago,
Incaprisonerswereleft bound there
to beeaten by condors. We weresur-
prised that after so muchtimethe
floor wastill littered with sun-
bleached human skullsand bones.

Cotahuasi isa beautiful Andean
pueblo with stonestreets, cathedrals
built by the Spanish and whiteadobe
buildings. Theonly car in town be-
longsto themayor. Thereisone
truck to haul the potato and whesat
harvest. Theresidents moveabout



Greg Moore

onfoot or on muleor horseback.
Thefacaded thelocal policestation
islittered with bullet holes, reflect-
ing Peru's recent history of guerilla
activity.

Thenext morning, food for theex-
pedition was stuffed into our kayaks
and loaded onto mulesfor the de-
scent totheriver, 1000 feet below
town. Weentered theriver at aplace
called Piro and paddled classfive
whitewater nonstopfor the next two
and ahalf days. Wefinally reached
Sipiaand the500foot waterfall seen
in Dr. Revillds video.

Aswepeered downintothe
abyss, a nativefortuitously arrived

and explained how to portageupand  level. It almost seemed like wecould

over themountainstothebased the  reach out and touch them.
falls. Heagreed toguideusand to Approachingthe base o thefalls
provideeighteen mulestocarry our ~ weentered adeep gorgeand passed

through thevillaged Chauco. Al-
though only several kilometers
away, thevegetation in the canyon
was completely differentthanin
Cotahuasi. Weforaged on tropical
fruit such asfigs, guava, chirimoya
and oranges. An old lady inthevil-

gear.
It wasthe portaged alifetime.
At one point we were on aone meter
widetrail, traversing a diff face
thousands d feet abovethe canyon,
staring into the waterfall. Condors
weresoaring inthermalsat eye

How about you?

Our new location has everythingto fulfill your whitewater needs.
If it'sequipment you need, our 2200 sg. ft. showroom hasit. Kayaks
canoes, and accessoriesare availablein our full-lineretail sore. We
also carry equipment for rock climbing, (1300sq. ft. rock climbing
gym on the premises), Tdemark skiing, backpacking,camping,
and mor e outdoor activities. Can't get to the store?

Call toll free at 1-800-249-4112 for mail orders.

Weare 5 minutes from exit 31 of the NYSThruway (190).
Wearecentral to many New York rivers- Call for river level info.

NE s

a division of Northern Outfitters,Inc. -
New Wave Waterworks ® 587 Main Street » Suite 109 « New York Mills,NY 13417 i i

American Whitewaterv July/August

WE prefer our water white : J {;‘\J) D

lage prepared a giant pot o soup
maded thelocal grain, quino, and
toasted corn.

Weinquired if anyone knew
what theriver waslikein thecan-
yon below. Thevillagerssaid they
had seen it from alookout highon
the canyonrimand assured usit was
flatwater. But the fopo mapsindi-
cated aseveregradient, so wewere
skeptical o their descriptionwhen

5

wnd umncrireeded. ioskand and
G-day coursel. o o

o
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We have what you're
lookingf o r...

Whatever it is, you'll find it in our 88-page color catalog,
which is the biggest and most comprehensive
in the whitewater business.

We are Whitewater Raft specialists,
but we'realso paddlers, and we carry the best names
in the business. Cdl or write for your copy of
THE Whitewater Catalog

OUTFITTERS
P.O. Box 209, Springfield, OR 97477 * 1-800-223-RAFT (7238)
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Fico Gallese and Pepe Lopez Shreddin'

wehit thewater. Atfirst, theriver
wasrelatively cadm. Maybethelo-
calswerecorrect.

But around thefirst curve an-
other river drainage, caled the
Quebrado Andamayo, entered from
theright. Thistributary had depos
ited millionsd tonsd mud and
house size bouldersinto theriver,
forming one, day-long, continuous,
classVrapid. Inhonor o thelocals,
wenamed it " Flatwater Canyon."

Thetown o Veingaawaited our
exit of " Flatwater Canyon." Velinga
issituated on a pampaabout 500
metersabovetheriver floor. Tragi-
cally, Velingawasamost completely
depopulatedafew yearsago by
Chagasdisease, adebilitating para-
sitic infectiontransmitted by the
bite and excrement d a beetlewhich
livesin adobewalls. The mayor o
Veingamet usat theriver with
bottlesar local wineand organized a
bigfiesta. Two sheep weres augh-
tered in our honor and their blood
mixed with thewine.

Day fivetook usthrough "Broken
Neck Canyon," another classV,
limestone gorge, whichended 500
vertical meters below the pueblod
Quechualla. Thefilm crew waswait-
ing in Quechualla, having spent five
dayshiking over themountains with
local guides. Quechuaspeaking
shepherds camedown fromthe
mountainsto meet "Los Gringos,”
bringing giftsd fresh honey, yams,
fruit and another big pot d soup.

That night westared at the topos
with trepidation. Thegradient
downstream appeared to be severe.
Thewallsseemed nearly vertical.
Notrails paralleled the canyon.
Onceweentered, therewould beno
way out but downtheriver. Onelo-
cal insisted that hisgrandfather had
been in thecanyononceand seena
waterfall with vertical wallssoclose
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that a man could spread hisarms
and touch both sides. Everybody
slept with nervousenergy.

Thenext day on theriver went be
yond anyone's expectations. Soon &f-
ter entering the box canyon we be-
gan to seeruinson thecliffs above
theriver... incredible, terraced cities
with stone dwellings, sophisticated
irrigation systems and remnants of
pre-Incan trails paved in stone.

Wheat had caused thiscivilization
to vanish? We wantedto stay and ex-
IP| ore, but our diminishing supBIe)l/ of

ood and the unknown canyon below
compelledusto push on.

Thegeology of thecanyon
changed from limestoneand shaleto
metamorphic, then granite. The
classIV/V whitewater continued un-
abated and culminated in "Meter
Canyon," aclassfiverapid leadingto
aonemeter wideentrancetoaverti-

We had good runsthrough " Meter
Canyon." Our confidence was high.
We believed that the scary stuff was
over.

Then we cameto thefirst of sev-
eral unexpected classV mini-can-
yons. We named thefirst one" Centi-
meter Canyon.” Likeits predecessor,
ithadaclassVrapidleadingintoa
threefoot wideentranceto avertical
walled mini-gorge. We madeit
through and by afternoon, reached a
sandy beachand made camp. We
wereexhausted by the day's efforts.

Day eight brought ustothe
confluenced the Rio Maron. Here,
the name of the Cotahuasi river
changedto the Rio Ocona Theriver
nearly doubledin volumeand the
canyon widened dramatically into a
broad valley. We stopped at thevil-
lage of Chaucallafor food. Sittingon
thesteps o the'dilapidatedchurch

cal walled canyon. Thewallsd the
entrance were lined with theruinsof
thelost city of Marpa, whichwe
stoppedto explore.

and lookingup, we could seeasmall
dust cloud ontheside o the moun-
tain. Thelocalssaidit wasade
scendingmuletrain.

Take the Wild Ride!

The highly entertaining, yet instructional video d the world's best rodeo
kayakers at the Rodeo Worlds. See them land big ar back in the hole,
and hear them explain how to learn the moves. See what else lurks in

the brains o career playboaters. 52 Minutes. $29. 95

"My husband borrowed this tape from a friend, and after 5 days of watching it, he had tQ
return it. But he got depressed, and went into withdrawal. So | needed to buy him one. -
Eileen Butchkowski, Petersburg, PA
"If you are a whitewater buff, "Wild Ride" belongs in your library" - Paddler
"Rad stuff for the whitewater junkie, but you can actually learn something" - Canoe

The Kayaker's Edge Thisfast paced instructional video unlocks
the secrets behind basic and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing
and sidesurfing, ralling and bracing. 58 minutes. $29. 95

"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

Solo Playboating! Inspiring instructional video packed with

information for open canoeists. Includes basic strokes and rolling. $29. 9

"Entertaining,,super job of presenting technicalpoints. Nicely paced... fun to watch.” -
Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Performance Sea Kayaking... the basics and beyond 59 minutes $29.95 NEW!

The C-1 Challenge Fun, instructional video for decked canoe paddlers. 24 min. $19.95
The Citizen Racers Workshop All the basics of whitewater slalom for the curious paddler of
beginner racer. Learn about Olympic Slalom! 18 minutes. $19.95

Available from most stores and catalogs, OR send tape price plus $4.00 shipping to:
Performance Video & Instruction, 550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301

[870)259-1361 (970]259-4148 fax

Within two hours, the mulesar-
rived carryingour lost film crew.

We assumed the crew had given
up and turned back daysearlier. We
eagerly exchanged adventure stories
andfound that thetrek of thefilm
crew had been equally exciting. They
had crossed a mountain passat
17,000feet, wherethey came upon an
openair graveyard of mummified
corpses.. all dressedin colorful
clothing and perfectly preserved by
thearid mountain climate.

We had morethan 100 kilometers
remaining to reach theocean. The
Velutinofamily would bewaiting
there in two dayswith abus. Wehad
tohurry. Weagain saidfarewell to
thefilm crew and left Chaucallain
thelate afternoon. We paddledthe
bigvolumeclassthreeriverinthe
moonlight, until cloudsand shrimp
traps made the kayaking too danger-
ous.

Days nineand ten werean ex-
hausting marathon, but we com-
pleted the remaining distanceon
schedule. TheRio Chicas joined the
Oconaand turned theriver intoa
continuous roller coaster ride
through theflood plainsand gravel
bar rapids of thelower canyon. On
theafternoon of day ten wereached
the Pacificocean and celebrated
with cold beer at an establishment
appropriately named "El Triumfo"
(TheTriumph).

The Cotahuasi wasadream come
true, featuring intense white water,
geologica and archaeol ogical sur-
prises, and fascinating culture. And
0, in1995we will return torunthe
Cotahuasi, thistimestarting nearer
tothesource at Cerro Huana (17,960
feet). Thistimeour expeditiontrip
will includetheforebodingclass vl
Amana Gorge. It should bequitean
adventure!

Editor's note: Several daysafter
submitting thisstory, whitewater ad-
venturer Kurt Casey departed Pitts
burgh for Peru.
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Produced and directed by
Jon Barker

VHS, Color, 1 hour, JEDA
Productions

Available from Barker
River Trips, 2124 Grelle
Avenue,

Lewiston, Idaho 83501
(208) 743~ 7459.

If your curiosity about Peru's spec-
tacular Cotahuasi Canyon has been
piqued by Kurt Casey's account o the
first descent, accomplished in 1994, you
may well enjoy Jon Barker'svideo,
filmed during the sameexpedition. Cer-
tainly, anyone contempl atingattempting
the Cotahuasi, or any other watershed
within the netherlands o Peru, will find
thevideo useful.

Jon Barker's productionemphasizes
theremotelocation of the Cotahuasi and
thetactical difficultiesin mountingsuch
an expedition. Just getting to the put-in,
high in the Peruvian Andes, provedto be
quite an adventure, or ordeal, depending
on your point of view. The 1994 expedi-
tion had the advantage o having exten-
sivesupport from native Peruvians. And
anumber o Peruvian boaterspartici-
pated in the expedition.

Extensivefootageof the villagesand
peoplewholivein the area captures the
flavor of traveling in thisexotic part of
theworld, whilefootage o Incan ruins
givestheviewer asensed theregion's
history. The Cotahuasi isclearly astun-
ning placeand the peoplewho livein the
region seem quite hardy... and quite hos
pitable. | wished thenarration, whichis
kept toa minimum in this production,
would haveincluded moreinformation
about the geography and history o Peru.

Extensive whitewater footageisin-
cludedinthisvideoandit issolidly
filmed, leaving no doubt that the
Cotahuasi offers plenty of difficult class
V, technical action. Theteam that
paddled the Cotahuasi in 1994 certainly
seemed to be up to the challenge. Ina
number o instances, eachindividual's
run through arapid isshown several
times, and in most casesa number o in-
dividual sare shown running each drop.
Whilethisallowsthe viewer to scrutinize
the difficulties of each dropin detail, it
rendersthevideoatriflelong.

Completinga difficult and dangerous
first descent i n such a distant and remote
part of theworld isquiteachallenge.
Filmingavideoat the sametime must
have been a difficult undertaking, indeed.
Jon Barker hasdonean admirablejobin
portraying the agoniesand ecstasiesd

such an expedition. )
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PADDLING THE

TRAIL .....

by John Foss THE
- WHITEWATER
"Goingto Peru, huh? Sounds preity crazy tome,” my friend muttered. TREASUR —S
|ssaf02 no, I've got friends there, no hay problema, si?'1 replied. O courseit - O: PE ?U

Sowhat if there was an attempted bombing of the USembassy two days be—
foreour arrival. So what if our taxi cab driver in Limasaid the Sendero :
L uminoso was everywhere?So what if we happenedtofind a x
dead guy, naked below the wai st, hands bound behind his
back, washed up on the banks o the Rio A purimac?

Suchislifein Peru.

In case you haven't heard, the Sendero Luminoso(ie.
‘Shining Path'), a Maoist guerrilla movement, have been hell
bent on overthrowing the Peruvian government during their
thirteen year reign o terror. Over twenty thousand Peruvi-
ans havedied at the hands o these thugs, who have main-
tained amaniacal gripon the country. Fortunately for the
localsand gringotourists, the situation has mellowed con-
siderably. Although one awayshasto remain aert tothe
ubiquitous ripoffs, Peru isrelatively safe, especially when
your friendsarethereto greet you at theairport.

Such wasthe case on our paddlingadventure. We werein-
vitedfor the First International 1993 Rio ColcaFestival. The
hospitality bestowed upon us by our friends, the Vel lutinos,
relievedany d our latent anxietiesupon arrival. We were
thirteen adventurersfrom all over theworld: Massmo, the
Lombok-sponsoredBraziliansalom racer; Eyal, an ex-Is
raeli artillery officer turned hippie; Juanfe and Gian Carlo,
our paddling buddiesfrom Santiago, Chile; Mike, the head honchoof theNew = Kurt Casey coaxing his mule down traif
Zealand kayak club; the Peruvians: Pepe, paddleraft captain extraordinaire
from Cuzco; Fredy, our trip doctor and videographerfrom Lima; Duilioand
Gian Marco, sonsaf our wonderful hostsin Arequipa, Ani and Antonio
Vellutino; and four gringosfrom the Statesa ongfor somefun: Kurt Casey,

Franz, Dave, and mysdlf.

Theworld renowned Colcaisoned thedegpest canyonson the planet,
first explored by the Polesin 1981. It isthe definitive™Big Ditch”, threetimes :
asdeep asthe Grand Canyon. Located at the northern terminus o the
AtacamaDesert o southern Peru and northern Chile, this parched canyonis
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located in onedf the
most arid regionson
earth. Thelack of wa

thefuture, further dewa-
teringthisworld class
treasure.

ter isduetothe There hasbeen much
watershed's position hypeabout the Colca’s
onthedry sidedf the difficulty,but inreality

Andean Cordillera,
with the bleak, high al-
titude Altiplanosepa
rating it from thever-

itisjust great classIv-
Vfun. Granted, a
wipeout would bedisas-
trousduetotheardu-

dant Amazon basin to ous, if not impossible,
theeast. bailout possibilities.
After three daysof High water runs might

preparation and pre-
triptraining (ie.im-
bibingtoo many pisco
soursand eating our
fill o cevicheat the
Vellutino's El Lago re-
sort) we wereanxious
toleave. Departing flows. Every drop can be
from Arequipa, we ; : f scouted and/or por-
spentall day ina taged. Whitewater high-

besuicidal, asevidenced
by thedriftwoodl|odged
high abovetheriver.
Virtually d| therapids
arerunnable during the
dry season (June-Octo-
ber) at low to medium

rented busstaringat alunarland- . John Foss running a boulder sfot on I|ghts include Cano Andesl| and 1,
scape, enroute totheadobevillaged the Rio Colca Reparaz Canyon, and the Pole's Can-
Huambo. Numerouspit stopsal- . . yon, dl featuring technical, classV

lowed usto experiencethe breath-
lessaltitude o the Altiplano. The
only signd lifeontheshuttle, afew
[lamasrunning in the distance, . N TRA L . quently changecharacter. Rock falls
added tothestark feelingd thearea. « CA are commonplaceon thetal usslopes
Fortunately, after amidnightar- *  Duringthehike wemarveledat  * abovethenarrow inner gorge.
rival, wewereabletoget ahot meal = thesurroundings. Geologically,the . Duilio, who has been down the Colca
and placeto crash. Accommodations - ColcaCanyondisplayssomed the . threeti mes, noted that the rapids
consistedd anold stablewith con-  * wildestfoldingand faultingimagin- havechangedevery trip. Wearinga
crete floorsthat reeked of mulepiss. . able. Theplasticoceanicsediments . helmet at all timesisagood idea.
What littlesleepwegot wasinter-  « characteristicd thewestern Andean « Whilewaitingin an eddy, Kurt got
rupted midway through thenight, * Cordilleraoffer a spectacular me- ' hammered by acondor egg-sized
whenwewereawakened by ringing . langed anticlines, synclines,and re- « rock that landed onthebow o his

” pool-droprapids.
« Duetotheprecipitousrelief and
* frequent land slides, the rapidsfre-

church bells. At breakfast we « cumbent foldsin the grandest dimen- - kayak! At La Duchadel Condor camp
learned that someonefromthevil-  * sions. Poorly cemented mudstones, : (sited amagnificentwaterfall and
lagehad died. » sandstones, siltstonesand shales » condor roost), we had to sleep under

A celebrityfarewell fromthelo-  * blendtogether and arereminiscent  + an overhang to avoid getting pum-
cals(many a whom spokeonly . of adeformed chocolatelayer cake.  © meled by rock fall.
Quechua, thelocal Indiandialect) . Wewereawed by thegrandeur all = A self-supportedkayak trip down
awaited usinthe plazathe next * theway to the bottom. * the Colcais best dueto the difficulty
morning. After passing out used " Anicehot springawaitedusat . innegotiatinga paddleraft through
clothingto thekids, we madeour « the put-in acrosstheriver fromthe . . themazedf rock gardens. Onour
passagethrough Huambo's narrow ! littlevillaged HaciendaCanco. Due ' trip, the paddleraft carried thefood,
sidestreetsout of town. Themainac- .« toirrigation diversionsupstream . whilethe kayakers wereleft with the
cesstotheriver, atrail downtheRio . the Colcawasmarginally navigable - burden of their own personal gear.

Huambo, wasachallengefor man  ” until the confluencewiththeRio " Theraft camein handy when Gian
and beast alike-with kayaks, a . Mamacocha, four kilometersdown- = Carlo suffered a dislocated shoul der
paddleraft and food |ashed to the * stream. At the Mamacocha = and wasforced tolash hiskayak on
backsd mulesfor thegruelingten  © confluencetheriver morethan " the boat. We spent eight daysin the
hour hiketo theriver. Disaster was « doubledin volumeto aflow of ap- . bowelsdf theearth, but theriver
narrowly averted whenamule * proximately1200-1500cfs. The + could easily bepaddliedinfour. How-
loaded with Mike's kayak slippedon . warm, azure water of the . ever, aleisurely paceisrecom-

thetrail, tumbling head first down Mamacochawasawsual delightasit » mended. Thecanyon i sawesome; ex-
thetalusslope. Fortunately themule . mixedwiththeverdant flow of the  : cellent hikesabound inthesidecan-
cametoasafestopwiththeloadin- . Colca After thetrip, welearnedthat . yons, but suitable campsarefew and
tact, just shy o the abyss. - therearemorediversionsplannedin - far between.
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We had aweek lft in Peru after
the Colcatrip and madethe most of
it. After recoveringfromthe

flewto Cuzco, theancient capital of
the IncaEmpire. Fortunately, we

viewsof the CordilleraVilcanota,
thelast reputed stronghold of the

hicleand we wereoffto run the up-
Per Rio Apurimac. The highlight of

he shuttle was the annual Pisco Fes
tival paradein Anta. Afterenduring
an al-day, bone-jarring ridewe .
weregreeted by out of tune, tradi-
tional mel odi&sEerformed by anen-
thusiastic, drunken quartet at our
put-in, Puente
Pillpinto.

Our three day,
self-supportedtrip
ontheRio Apurimac
wasmarred only by
themercilessattack
of gnatsthat left
hundreds o weltson
our bodiesand
itched incessantly.
The beautiful can-
yon featured chapar-
ral vegetation cling-
ingto the sheer
wallsthat towered
over house-sized
granite bouldersin
theriver bed below.
The pool-drop rap-
idswereprimarily
classlV, withafew
Vs Unfortunately,
wewere unableto
paddiethereal prize
on the Apurimac,
thedifficult, classV
AcobambaAbyss
downstreaminthe
Ayachuco region, be
low our take-out at
Puente Cunyac. The
areaisinthehands
d the Sendero
Luminoso, sofor the
prudent, it isdff lim-
Its.

Afterthe
Apurimac, we
headed back to
Cuzcofor the obliga-

T T ¥ FFEFE T RERE R RREREERRNEEEN R EFEFE R RS R U T

* tory trek to Machu Picchu. Instead o * crowd o locals. Our plan wasto
. travelling thetraditional route, we
» decided to paddleour way therevia
pleasure'sd YolandasCantina, we * the awesome Machu Picchu gorged
. the Rio Urubamba. Getting to the
« river wasan adventure in itself.
had clear skiesduring theflight,and  Duilio bribed, threatened, and ca-
wererewarded with spectacular . Loled the conductorsinto lashing our
- kayaksontopthetrain. Anold
" steam powered locomotivedrovea
Incas. After aday playingtouristin . train completewith pigs, chickens,
Cuzco, Duilio procured ashuttleve-  « vendors hawkingeverything imagin-
. able, and, a standing room only

Kuri Casey entering mma of ihe big drops

n the Rio Colca

. scout theriver along theway for a
» descent the next morning. It looked
" good, maybe too good, with ancient
« Incaterracesonriver left, train
- tracks and the CordilleraVilcanota
' ontheright, and outrageous, froth-
. II ng whitewater in the gorgedown be-
* low.
Our night arrival at Aguas
. Calientesresulted in an olfactory
* overload dueto our sudden descent
fromthe highlandsintothesmells
and sounds o the"ataselva," the
* uppermost jungle habitat o the
« Amazon basin. Thecontrast between
- thedry, semi-barren hillsaround
: Cuzco and thelush jungleat the base
. o Machu Picchu wasstunning. We
- werein themiddied thedry season,
but nonethel ess,
rainfell in buckets
asweenjoyed our
dinner at alocal
cantina. Reportsdf
adeadly avalanche
onthelncaTrail
filtered through
thetrekking
guideswho were
gatheredfor din-
ner.

Thenext morn-
ing we got up early
tocatch thetrain
headingup the Rio
Urubambato
Chilca, our put-in.
Closeby is
Ollantaytambo,
sited theancient
Incafortressthat
withstood the on-
slaught o the
Spanish conquista:
dors. After secur-
ingour kayaks, we
persuadedtheen-
gineer (whowas
amazed at what we
weregoingto do)
intolettingusride
upfront.

It wasshadesof,
“ e Fiding that
train, highon...”
aswetootedthe
horn in thecabin.
After reaching
Chilca, weq#i ckly
put-in on what

;;page 39
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Bow Buoyancy.

=

i galls

How equipped is your kayak?

Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving
deeply at the bottom of steep drops. Enables
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives
you time to adjust for the next crucial move.
Helps you ride over the top of that big hole.

"Wing Formr"'__/__\__

Bow buoyancy is a function of both volume
and shape. Dagger designers pay a lot of
attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A
cruising boat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs
less. Extensive computer modeling and on-
the-water testing help us determine the
optimum amount of bow buoyancy for each
of our models. Want to know more? Our
catalog is free, our new video is $5.

Dagger.

P.O. Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748
615-882- 0404
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- We haveit all; equipment for paddlers -
from beginner to expert!

- Experienced Paddling Staff!

- Full Instruction Program!

- Fantastic Selection!

- Great Prices! TR

= paNaal

Give us a A i
call... s BACK COUNTRY
1 6,{16 . SKI AND SPORTS

ﬁ\\b 3710 South Main Street

Blacksburg, Va 24060
(703) 552-6400 108 MF, 10-5 Sat

Until last year, only a handful of
boatershad ever experienced
Ecuador's magnificent
whitewater, but some things are
just too good to be kept secret,
and that isthe casewith
Ecuador's rivers. If you can
envision warm-weather, world-
class, winter boatingin aremote
tropical forest environment, at
an atitudethat is high enough
and cool enough to fed like
summertimein Colorado (no
bugs), then you have anidea
of what to expect of the
boating in Ecuador.

e By~
=com

THE ECUADORIAN WHITEWATER SPECIAUSTS
SMALL WORLD ADVENTURES

BOX 262 HOWARD, COA1233

1-500-58KAYAK (585-2925)

& B 5 8 FF E S &
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turned out to be onethe best whitewater runswe
had ever paddled.

The Urubambawasvery challengingand ri-
valed any of thegreat runsin California. Thewa
ter quality wasdubious dueto loca sewage prob-
lems, but thewhitewater wasoutstanding. Non-
stop, classV action, technical maneuvers, water-
falls, explosive ramps, and a continuous gradient
of over 100 feet/mile | eft ustotally drained by the
end of theday. Local guidesthought it may have
been thefirst complete descent of the Machu
Picchu gorge.

However, the highlight o thiswet, cold, dreary
day occurred off theriver, whilehiking out along
thetracks. With theriver becoming increasing
classVI-ish, and fearful o missingtheshuttle
train back to Aguas Calientes, we hurried along
thetracksfor thelast kilometer to thetake—out at
thetrain station. Approachingthe station with
kayaksintow, wewereamazedto begreetedby a
crowd of beautiful wanna-beshamanssingingin
therain. These seekersfrom Europe and South
Americawereon spiritual quest to Machu Picchu
viathelncaTrail and got rained out. The party
wason asweenthusiastically traded storiesabout
the day's adventures.

Choasreigned the next morning onour return
traintripto Cuzco. | nthefiveminute spansallot-
ted for thestop at thestation, Franz and | franti-
cally pushedthe kayaksontop d thetrain while
Mikeand Kurt lashed themto thetop of therail-
road car inatorrential downpour. Withthetrain
leaving the station, and the conductor screaming
up at Kurt and Mikeabout theillegal load, |
sprinted along the cobblestonewalkway, hurling
packsand paddlesto Franz before jJumping
aboard. With our few remaining soles, wepaid of f
all the principle characters, ensuring a secure
ridefor our cargo back to Cuzco.

Don' let negative mediaand State Department
reportsdeter your travel plansto Peru. A mgjor-
ity of Peruissafe, especially the Arequipaand
Cuzcoregions. Mogt Peruviansarevery friendly
and welcomethereturn o tourismtorevitalize
their dismal economy. With somed the most
stunning landscapesin the Western Hemisphere,
adventure beckonsfor thosewillingto take on
Peru.

South American ExplorersClub
126 Indian Creek Road

Ithaca, NY 14850

800- 274- 0568

Editor'sNote AWA Regiona Coordinator
John Fossresides in Banks, |[daho, when heisnot
off kayaking in exotic places.
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The 1995 dalom

t eamis saected In
the shadow of next
year's Olympics

Story and Photos by John Weld

The course at Grumpy's Rapid

Amarioen ke

On Thursday, May 1th at 1:21 pm.,

Eric Jackson received his cue from the
automatic starter at the top d Grumpy's
rapid and began hisrace runon the Ocoee
daomcourse. From wherel wasstanding,
about halfway down the course, 200 yards
downfromthestart gate, | could see Jack-
sonapproachingin an explosond paddle
strokes. Anything that Jackson lacks in
techniguehemakesupfor by paddlinglike
hebei ngchasedbysomethingvicious.Each
strokeisappliedtothewater withaf urious
hasteashezig-zagsdowntheriver, moving
from onegateto the next.

Jackson isnot favoredto winthisrace;
the confidential predictionsd his fellow
competitorsput the smart money on Scott
Shipley (who is due to leave the start ex-
actly twominutesafter Jackson). But Jack-
sonknowsasheworksover thefirst haf of
the coursein what is hisfirst racerun out
o four, anyone can win today. For Eric,
like the dozens o other career kayakers
who haveshown up to racethisweek; it's
&ssendl tial to hislivelihoodthat he perform
well.

Theraceisthe 199 United States Sa
lomTeam Trials, held thisyear on Thurs:
day and Friday, May 11.and 12 at thefirst
rapid of the Ocoee River in Western Ten-
nessee. It's arguably the most important
race o theyear, withthetopfour boatsin
each class (men's kayak, women's kayak,
men's C-1, men's C-%/ sdlected as the offi-
cial US Canoeand Kayak Team for the
upcoming year. As team members, they
will be rewarded not only with financial
assistance and health insurance, but aso
will be permittedto racein the World Cup
races across Europe and the U.S, and, be
causeit'sanodd-numberedyear, theWorld
Championships(thisyear hedin England).
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Eric Giodens

Thefinancial assi stance theteammem-
bers receive will help them to consider
dalom racing as a full time occupation,
and the races in Europe will give them
pricel essexposuretointernational compe:
tition and additional prize money. All o
these benefits have one all-important, re-
soundingimplication:theracersthat make
thecut thisyear aregoingto beharder beat
inthe1996 Team Trials. Andthe1996 Team,
along with the rest o the benefits, will be
able to participate in the 1996 Olympic
Gamesin Atlanta.

It's a tough two days both physically
and psychologicaly for Jackson and the
other athletes, but the personal hell that
thedaomracersendure during the selec-
tion processisjustapart of the tensionthat
surrounds the Ocoee coursethis %)ri ng.

In just over a year the 1996 Olympic
Summer Gamesin Atlanta will be under
way . However, the $5 million dalom
coursefor thewhitewater event, isnot yet
finished — it is still under construction
five miles upstream from the site d this
year'srace. Not only isit a big project for
the variousagenciesbuilding thefacility,
it's an enormousamount of money for the
financially depressed area, so a good re-
turn on the investment i s paramount.

Oncethecoursei sfinished, thetalented
few that will makethe U.S Olympic Team
next spring have their work cut out for
them. Despitethe American paddl ershav-
ing Olympic home-court advantageon the
Ocoee, many peopleinvolvedwiththesport
areconcerned, if not down right pessmis
tic, about the U.8.’s ability inthefutureto
compete against the European salom
teams, whose depth of competition and
overall organization is almost inconceiv-
ableto Americanpaddlers.



Yau can't just show up and race at the
United States dalom team trials. The 97
paddlersthat competedqualifiedeither by
placing well in earlier Spring selection
races, or by virtue o their national rank-
ing from last year. Upon registration, the
athletes are assigned a bib number which
indicatesnot only their starting order, but
also approximatestheir national ranking.
Highest numbers race first, lowest num-
bers race last. Raceson two days compro-
misetheteamtrials. Thecourseischanged
overnight and everybody is alowed one
practice run and two qualifying runs on
eachcourse. Thebestd thetworacerunsis
used for placement each day.

Thesdection o theteamisthen acon-
volutedprocess, based on theathl etes' place
in both races. Thefirst place boat on the
first day isthefirst boat on the team. The
second place boat on the first day is the
third boat on the team, unless that same
person wins on the second day. Thefirst
placeboat onthesecond day éexcl udingthe
winner from the previous day) is second
boat on the team. And, finally, the second
placeboat on the second day i sfourth boat
on theteam. Thiscomplex system o team
selectionisnewthisyear, modifiedslightly
from the procedurein years past in prepa
rationfor amore competitive and stream-
lined Olympic team trials. But the basic
idead dalomremainsthesame: befaston
the water and cleanin the gates.

Theimplicationsd this new systemin
termsd racing strategiesis dizzying,and
to somedegree, it dlowsfor an "anything
can happen" atmosphere. But secretly,
amongthe competitors,it'sunderstoodthat
ineachd thefour classesthereisadefinite
strata in the levelsdof competition. Along
withalarge number of peoPIewhocometo
race just to see how they fare, each class
also has serious contenders who usually
have been ontheteamfor afew yearsand
have the advantage of team funding and
team coaching to keep them winning.

Thiselitegroupincludesfamiliar names
in the slalom circuit. In men's kayak it's
ScottShipley, EricJacksonand Rich Weiss,
In Men's C-1 David Hearn isalmost a cer-
tainty to maketheteam. In C-2 the Haller
brothers, Lecky and Fritz,areagood bet. In
Women's K-1 Dana Chladek and Kathy
Hearn always place well. It's this group,
aong with the dozen or so other up-and-
comi n?_ athletes, that have turned their
entirelifeover to traini ng for whitewater
daom. Tobeané€lite paddler these daysis
afull time commitment. Work, school and
relationships must come second. Theelite

ather at thetrial stohaveall of their sacri-
Iceslegitimized.

| arrived at the trials' site a few days
beforetherace and got achancetowitness
thepre-Tria sExperiencefirst handasrac-
ersfromallover the country convergedon
the Ocoee. Thetruthisthat thereisnotal ot
for the athletes to do during the week be
forethe race besideshangout i n the park-
inglot abovetheracesiteor goback tohotel

rooms and watchcable.Accesstothecourse
and practicerunsare very regulated, and
noonewantsto paddletherest o theriver
for fear of gettingfatigued.

People gather in groups around the
parkinglottoengagein nervousconversa:
tion about the merits o the courseand to
gossip about other racers. This on
moreor|essall day, withoccasional breaks
to walk down the hill to stare at the race
rapid or take the occasional practicerun.
Predictionsabout who will maketheteam
are usually vague, but everybody who
hopesto receivefundingknowsthat if you
don't placein the top four, you might as
wel belast.

Billy Hearnisa3) year old C-1 paddler
from Bethesda, VD hasashot a mak-
in(];thetopfouror "A-Team," asit's called.
Billy has been on theteam once before,in
C-2, and hasraced in 10teamtrials.

"My god," Billy said on the Monday
beforetherace, "isto make A Team. After
that, it really doesn't matter." Brian
Homberg, a 31 year old kayaker from At-
lanta,al socould makethemen'steamwith
agoodrace. Brianishank about what will
happenif hedoesn't perform.

"If I'm not inthetopfour, | gonnaend
upspendingalot o timeonflatwater gates
thissummer ontheChattahochee. Oh,and
the other thingisthat I'll havetowork."

The €lite racers, perhaps from bitter
lessonsfrom previousraces, tactfully de
cline any opportunity to make exact pre-
dictions. Kathy Hearn, who has been on
thewomen's kayak team 19 out of the past
20 years(at 37, sheoned the oldest mem-
bersontheteam),is, by most racer'sreck-
oning, amost a certainty to makethe cut.
However, she claimsto beanxious.

"I am still nervous about the trias,"
she said. "I realy have only the same
chancesaseveryonedse. Honestly, | don't
like making predictionsabout the team.”

Scott Shipley, also a good pick for the
kayak team, wouldonly say: " Therereally

Cathy Hearn

are alot of good paddliers availablefor a
coupled spots.”

EricJackson, however, will not hear of
such modesty. Jackson announces boldly
that he plans not only to earn one o the
four spots, but to placefirst, showing a
hubristhat many other racersshun asbad
luck. In Jackson's case, the pressures o
this two day race are aggravated by his
circumstances. For one, he's married and
hastwo kids, so the money and healthin-
surance he would receiveas a team mem:
ber could be an essential addition to his
income. Moreover, the men's kayak divi-
sionisatoughclass. Thedepthd competi-
tionissuch that according to oneestimate
""about nine o the racersare good enough
that, in the right conditions,any d them
could win oned thefour spots.”

Jackson responded to the challengers

Eric Jackson- the Olympic look
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Above: Jon Rose and Dana Henry, Below
right:Lugbill Making his grab loops legal

true to form: he shaved his head the day
before the race and then in practice he
paddledasif hislifedependedonit. Specta
tors on the bank rose to watch him pass.
They know his reputation and he's inter-
esting to watch. If nothing else, heat |east
looked like he was goingfast.

Jackson had two big obstacles between
himandfirst place: Scott Shipley and Rich
Weiss. Shipley, in particular, has become
theyoung star of the slalom team. 1n1993,
at age 22, he became the first American
men's kayaker to win the World Cup.

Shipley's technique islegendary; heis
considered by many tobe Americas prime
candidatetoearnaGold Meda i ntheOlym-
pics. Rich Weiss, who won Americas first
ever medal i nmen'skayak inthe1993World
Championships, can also be blazingly fast-
onagood day.

Davey Hearn, the country's top C-1 in
1994, without making any boaststo how he
might do, washaving problemsd hisown
in the days before the race. He was ex-
pectedtoal most certainly wintheC-1race
on both days, until Monday, when rumors
started to circulate that Jon Lugbill was
makinga Michael Jordan-esquecomeback.
From thelate 70's t0 1992, Lugbill reigned
as the world's best C-1 paddler and has
since been hailed the best slalom boater in
history. In Europe, during the peak of his
career, Lugbill wassimply knownas" God."
During those golden years of American
slalom, Lugbill pushed the country's C-1
team tobethebest in the worldwith Davey,
the crown prince of the class, followinga
closesecond.

In 1992, after a disappointing fourth
place finish in the Barcelona Olympics,
Lugbill retired, allowing Davey toslipinto

the top boat position, for alittle while at
least. On Tuesday | spotted Lugbill casu-
aly outfitting hisold Olympic boat in the
parking lot, and | assumed that the rumor
about hisreturn wastrue.

But when Iwalkedover and asked about
his plansfor the summer race season, he
sounded certain about other priorities.
Lugbill is married, has two kids and has
been living in Richmond, Va for the past
few years, working for a nonprofit sports
promotion agency.

"l misstraining and paddling," hesaid,
"but | work alot and | liketo see my wife
and kids. | cameto trials only to see how

[ am."”

In most cases, an athlete who hadn't
trained in two or so years would not be
expected be anywhere near the top pack.
But Lugbill wasimmediately assumed to
bea contender — not only makethe team,
but perhapsto placefirst.

Davey, soundingalittlelikeanervous
politician, prepared aresponsefor Lughill's
return: "Well begladtowel comeJon back
to the team if he performs up to expecta
tions."

Probably, one of thereasons Lugbill is
coming back istoensurethat the U.S. C-1
team places well in the World Champion-
ships. Thel nternati onal Olympic Commit-
teenow requiresthat nations" earn™ Olym-
pic spots by doing well in world competi-
tion. The U.S C-1 team, for example, may
beableto send asmany asthree, or asfew
asone, competitorstoAtlantai n1996, based
on how well the C-1 team performsin the
1995 World Championships. Lugbill, by
competing,wouldhel pcreateavery strong
U.S C-1 team with the potential to earn
three spotsin the Olympics.

OnWednesday, | [eft theput-in parking
lot, which wasfull of clustersdf nervous
competitors, to go on a tour of the new
Olympiccourse. Thenew siteisat a place
where the river valley is wide enough to

accommodate the 15,000 daily spectators
that will pour i nonOlympicracedays, plus
an 8,000 square foot administration build-
ing.

Through numerous press releases, |
learned that officials predict that the $25
million investment is goingto create a $93
milliondollar spendingspreeintheareaby
tourists coming to see the Olympics, al-
most a three to one return on the invest-
ment.

Thisinflux of cash totheareawould be
very welcometo Polk county and thetowns
of Cleveland and Copperhill. Copper was
thestaple of thearea's economy until 1987,
when the mines shut down. Despite the
quarter million people who raft the Ocoee
river every year, Polk county's unemploy-
ment ratefloats at around 15%, and 22% of
the county's income is from welfare pay-
ments. Ledlie Christian, vice president of
the Cleveland-Bradl ey County Chamber of
Commerceis hoping that the new course
will help turn things around. " The Olym-
pics," Christian says, "are going to open
theworldtous. Wehaveto beready tosay,
'Hey, take alook at what we haveto offer.
Comeand stay awhile."

At the Olympicracesite | wasgivena
hard hat and led down the boulder-lined
access road to the course. After hearing
that the project was 90% completed, | was
expecting to get a good idea of what the
courseisgoingtolook like, but thesite just
looks like a dry river bed littered with
cranesand bulldozers. Onthebanks, where
one day there will be bleachers and the
administration building, there are giant
piles of car sized boulders evidently des-
tined to be at the bottom of wavesand hy-
draulics on race day. The Forest Service
tour guide explained that the wholeriver
bed is being made narrower and steeper to
createa"world class" racelocation.

If youlook carefully you cankindd see
where the drops are going to be, but it is
impossible to tell what the courseisgoing
to look like with water in it. My guessis
that it's goingto bealong, easy classII-III
rapid with a couple of small ledgesand a
coupledf big pools. Inshort, it lookslikea
coursethat's goingtofavor someonewhoi s
in great shape, rather than a great
whitewater boater. Probably the most re-
markablethingaboutthecourseisthatitis
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Chad and Kenneth Long

beingbuilt at al. It seemedincongruousto
methat thesitei sbeing constructed, not by
volunteers from the local canoe club, but
rather by hundredsofnon-boating workers
in heavy machinery. The Olympics has
given this sport a validation even alittle
intimidating.

Onolder manonthetour whispered to
his wife: "' Jesus, thissureisalot of brou-
haha for a sport | didn't even know ex-
isted.”

Wednesday night, twelve hours before
thefirst race, isatensetime. Theathletes
whoexpecttodowellarehopingthat Thurs-
day they will get thewholething over with
by placing first (and therefore not have to
raceon Friday). Thereare many other im-
portant races during the year: World Cup
Races (five races on two continents, usu-
aly Europeand America), World Champi-
onships,theChampion Race Series, but the
team trials are the most nerve racking. If
youdon't makethe A- Team, you can't race
in the World Cup or the World Champion-
ships, and you going to have to pay out of
your own pocket to race in the Champion
Series. Nextyear, withthe Olympics thrown
intothenational teamitinerary, thetrials
aregoingto bealot worse.

Since whitewater slalom re-emerged as
an event in the 1992 Barcelona Olympics
aftera 0year hiatus,thedreamdf an Olym-
pic Gold Medal has becomethe alpha and
the omegad the sport. "Five Ring Fever"
it's called, and the allure of an Olympic
medal has become the motivation behind
thousands of early morning gate workouts
acrossthe country.

Kara Ruppel, who has been on the
women's team for six years, is intent on
making it to the'96 Summer games.

"In reality,"” Ruppel says, “ The Olym-
picsisthesamerace asthe World Champi-
onships. | meanit'sthesamecountriesand
the same group of people. The personal
satisfaction you'll get from racing well in
either will be about the same. The differ-
enceisthat if youwintheWorld Champion-
shipsyouwill beabigdeal inthesport, but
if you win the Olympics, you will bea big
deal all over the world.”

The credentials of our current top ath-
letes suggest that we might beableto hold
our own inthe 9% Olympics: Scott Shipley
with his'93 World Cupvictory, Rich Weiss
earnedaSilver Medd inthe93World Cham-
pionships, Dana Chladek won a Bronze
medal inthe2 Olympics,and Davey Hearn
medal ed at the Augsberg World Cup race.
And certainly if Lugbill hangs in for an-
other Olympics, our current team hasthe
potential win medals on the Ocoee. But
what's goingto happen after the next four
of fiveyearswhen our top athletesretire?

On Thursday morning, asthe competi-
tors were preparing for their fist run, |
had aconversationwithex-teamcoachBl|
Endicott, who shed somelight on thisdi-
lemma. Just af ew yearsagoEndicott would

Rich Weiss

have beenright inthemiddleof theaction,
busily coaching from the bankstheriver,
talking strategi eswithoneofthe strongest
whitewaterteamsintheworld. Today, how-
ever, Bill was casually watching the race
withapair of binocularsfromthetopofthe
60 foot damat thehead of thecourse, while
munching a ham sandwich.

"In short,” Bill said, "the problem is
thatdl of our top athletes, with the excep-
tion of Scott (Shipley), are over 0. That
certainly makesusoneof theoldest teams
intheworld,andtherei snoonecomingup
and pushing them out. What | amstudying
right now indicatesthat theoneswhoare
goingto bethe best intheworldaregoing
toprobably doit at ayoung age. If wewant
tobeoneof thetop nationsi ntheworld, we
needto giveyoungkidsincentivestorace.
Freeboats. cash. | otsof coaching. Andpref-
erably get the kidsfrom somewhere south
of the Mason-Dixon line, where they can
trainall year."

WiththeOlympicsnextyearinAmerica
andwithitlookinglikewhitewater slalom
isgoingto beinthe 2000 Sydney Olympics,
it's not clear why whitewater slalomisnot
more popular. The problem seems to be
that "five ring fever" is just making the
older athletes hang in longer rather than
the younger athletestrain harder.

"For some reason our country is not
reacting to the Olympicslike some other
countriesare," Bill continued. "We have
world classathleteslike Jed Prenticeand
Adam Claussen (both C-1 paddlers) whoat
thepeakoftheir career either quitentirely
or rarely train with the opportunity of a
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Lifetime right in thelr way. It's inconcelby-
abletome... | think that people are looking
at the Olymples and they're saying; ‘Well
that's a lot of work, and 1 probably won't
make it and all of that work Is not golng 1o
pay off.”

We need 1o prepare for the huge num-
bers of young slalom boaters that are being
cultivated for competition all peross Eu-
o,

Friiz Haller. an ex-national team coach
fuirmad C-2 paddber {with his brother Lecky),
described the problem aftera necent racing
iripto Enrope: *When my brother and [ got
back from Germany [ called Joo Jacobi and
tobd him that I've got some good news and
same bad news. The bad news 15 that wo got
smoked. The good news is that they [Ger-
miany | can only semnd fowr boats bothe Waorld
Champlonships.®

"You know, a lof of American racers
don't realize this, bui they'll go over to
Ewrope and race amd place §2th or 135th in
the World's, and they'll say they are 12th ar
13th in the world. No, no. They can go over
to the local race in France and they'd only
b 148h or 15th. The thing isthat Francs can
only send four boats to the worlds. The
French women in particular. They have
given women competing in thefr trials that
have all medaled in the world cup, The
depth of feld over there is so much stron-
ger that it's not even funny,”

__Holler continued: “Honesily,

v
depth that France has, for instance. You
know, France is n socialist natbon, and all
af their paddling cluobs are subsidized by
the state. And England bas thousands and
thousands of registersd racers. | think
Americans are more into whitewater... run-
nlngdrops and ereeking. that kind of thing.
1 wish I could my finger on why we don't
]un.e rhm dipth, I}ui I woubd gue-u thnt it

and lifestyle. Here, | see more of -herugged
individunlist in the sport, rather than
“clubiness” that Europe hasin their racing
community.” )

The thought of a Eurcpear paddling
blitzkrieg af next year's Olymples did not
reduce the drama of the two rece daysat
the Oooee triale It's a time where, for the
serious athletes, years and years of doing
fwo to thres workouts everyday all year
long either are going to pay off or lead to
AnGther long, soif-Naaneed tratning year.
The American athletes may not have the
European infrastructurs for ampetition,
but they train just as hard and have the
same fundamental love of negoti atingrap-
Ids.

The course at Grumpy's I8 steep and
technical, At first glance the gate place-
ment looks impossible; it looks as though
you would get in at the top and flushright
diovwn tothi bottom, befores you knewit. But
on closer Inspection, you ean see alittle
eddy for the upstream gate in one spot,and
then a sbeep wave to fsellitate a river wide
ferry between another two gaces. If you
thien read the water very earefally you can
spp how [t might be possible to giegotiatea
boat down the course. But remember, you
have to run the course without touching
amvy pabes, In the 25 gate slaloem, every touch
on any one of the gates adds five secondson
to your time. At the elipe level, one touch

m first to
e, S )

The more inexperienced competitors
start first and they understandebly havea
hard time; they hit eddies too-Lov for an
upsiream move and cocasisnally Slip past
& gate. As the bib numbers decrease, the
crowd starts to pay more aitention. The
aura af the race shifts to more d a ballet,
than a batthe, against whitewater. Thetop
pudee-r.-. in every class make it SoEMeasy,
e coursein

Davey Hearn

flatwater. Shipley for example, appearsto
be paddling dowly, like he istesting each
eddy lineand waveto get thefeel of them.
But aquicklook at awatchrevealsthat he
isactually five secondsfaster than every-
oneelse. Each classseemsto haveit'sown
intrigue. In women's kayak, it's whoisgo-
ing to scorethe third and fourth spots, be-
hind thelikely top placecandidates, Cathy
Hearnand DanaChladek 7T hereareanum-
ber of excellent women paddlers, likeKara
Ruppel, JanaFreeburn, Kirsten Brownand
Renata Altman, who with a good perfor-
mancecouldsnagthethirdandfourth place
dots. Maybe even win.

Inmen’s C-1, thebigquestionishow will
Lugbill perform against Davey. | gat the
impressionthat many peoplearenctsureif
they are going to see an old, washed-up
Lugbill, or Lugbill the legend. In men's
kayak, Eric Jackson's prediction that he
will win first place piqued my curiosity,
aong with the possibility that one o the
newcomersmight paddleontotheteamand
dethrone one d the older team members.
And Lecky Haller, thestern paddler inthe
dominating C2 team (with his brother
Fritz),torehistricepsfreed hisskeletonin
December. Although they are expected to
winthetrials,thequality of Lecky'srecov-
ery and thelossd training time could put
thoseexpectationsin jeopardy.

After two days and two races, it's dl
over. Each competitor, who spent God
knowshow many hoursin trainingto pre-
parefor this, madefour runs, amountingto
atotal timed about 10 minutes. Now, most
of theparticipantswereready to purgel eft-
over adrenaline with unathletic amounts
o beer.

Thetown of Cleveland, in anticipation
of the financial explosion they hope
whitewaterdaomwill bringtotheir pleas
ant, but worn-out town, closed off a few
blocks around the town square to host a
dinner and the awards ceremony. Shortly
after the awardsand a photo opportunity,
many paddlersdrifted off toward barsand
hotel room drinking games. Thereisasay-
ing that floats around every post-trials
party, after it's al over and everyonehas
digestedtheimplicationsof theresults: " It's
never surprising who makes the team.”
Thisis an expression, according to those
aware o the high turnover on European
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teams, that isstrictly American.

Thisyear is no exception; 16 out of 20
teammembersarethesameaslast year.1n
women's kayak, Kara Ruppel madefourth
boat, RenataAltman wasthird and Cathy
Hearn was second. In G2, SteveIsenburg
and Matt Taylor were fourth, Horace
Holden and Steve Holmeswere third and
Barry Kennon and David Kemp were sec-
ond. In 1, Kent Ford was fourth, Joe
Jacobi was third, and Davey Hearn was
second, onceagain. In men's kayak, Eric
Giddenspl fourth. Eric Jackson, de-
spitehis prediction,had tosettlefor third.
Scott Shipley was second.

The first place winners in each class
represent someofthefinest paddlersinthe
world, competitorswhoaregoingtorepre-
sent our country well, probably not only

| Plastic Designs
thisyear, but at the 1996 Summer Games.
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Back in the parking lot after the race,
those who didn't makethe cut were pack-
ingtodrive back towhatever trainingsite
they call home. The new team couldn't
leaveuntil after Saturday's“team process-
ing,” wherethey wouldreview the athl ete

reement and receive their bag full o
official team paddlinggesar.
Hearn took the defeat by Lugbill like
sport: " Assomebody who is totally
committed to the sport, it's tough to get
beat by someonewhoisn't totally commit-
ted. But heisalegend."
Lughbill, for hispart, seemedto bemove

|3 b e |

1

ﬂw Innovation
\k‘ Service

interestedinracingnowthat hehadearned r u
top billing. (301) 746-5389
"Maybe I'll race a little,"” he told me Second i n Pile®
witha srlpileon theed Waybbafj:k to his cga. tights, vests, and
Eric Jackson seemed a bit disappointed, i its
but otherwise unfazed, by his defeat by ONEPISCE sul "upper Yough"

about his prediction, he just smiled,
shrugged hisshouldersand said, "Y eah, |
know."

Intheaftermath of therace, peopleare
discussingracingandtrainingfor thesum-

P.O. Box 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD

mer andtheyeartocome. Racersaredecid- 21531

ing who is going to travel with who in call fOf'
Europe, and who is taking their car to

Colorado for the Champion Series. And Free Catalog

most of the athl etes seem to be pretty opti-
misti cabout thehugeamount of work that
lies ahead. Yau couldn't train this hard
without thinking you havea chance. The

uestiondf theagedf theU.S teamandthe
threat of the Europeanracingsquadsdon't
seemto beanissue... right now. Themis
takes made at this race are history. The
new team, and the competitorswho were g

50 closeto making it they could taste it, — e
seem to know what they haveto do,and {1 ((Sasquatch SldﬂS@) , @lm Fmtwﬁ;,
how muchtimethey haveleftto doit. Manufactured in the

They have one year... exactly... tobe 1\ United Statesby Mountain Surf, Inc. ?

come unbeatable.
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Did
You

That?

by Charlie Walbridge

Just when you thought you'd seenev-
erything, imagineeatinglunch at Big
Splat on Wes Virginia's Big Sandy River
and watchingsomeonerun the Splat-
Standing Ud  He might even climb back
upthediff faceand do it againand again!

Dont touchthedial: there's nothing
wrongwithyour eyes. It's just Jeff
Snyderat itagain!

Jeff, oned the most talented
whitewater athletes i n the nation, periodi-
cally reinventsthe sport for himself. A
pioneer squirtist and winner of many
whitewater rodeos, he movedon tosvim
mingrapidsinriverslikethe Gauley amil
Upper Yough in a padded wetsuit, sSwim
finsand kneeand elbow pads. Helater
started running extremely steep creeksin
hisThrillseeker and wasfeatured in the
video, A Token of Mv Extreme. Ineach
case he pushed thelimits, then moved an.

Jeff gat hislatest ideafrom
snowboarding,afavorite winter sport. He
had thefolksat Thrillseeker makehiman
extrashort duckie, but he kit fallingoit.
So now he usesa Double Duck.

It'salot like canoe poling, Snyder says
Thevisibilityisincredibleand if you fall
downyou usually land insidethe boat.
Thebaanceisalot likethat in
snowboardingor skateboarding.

Jeff usesaten foot custom made kayak
Bgdlefor propulsion. Hedid haveone

run on Splat (out of six or eight). He
fell forward but managed to hang on. If he
had been a hard boat he would really have
been abused.

S Jeff, what's next???
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SOUTHWESTERN CANOE
RENDEZVOUS: OCTOBER 6-9

The HOUSTON CANCE CLUB
hasannounced that the seventh an-
nual SOUTHWESTERN CANOE
RENDEZVOUSwill be held October
6-9,1995. Afourth day hasbeen
added to accommodateadditional
programsand to take advantage o
the ColumbusDay holiday. The
symposiumwill beheld on Lake
Raven at the HuntsvilleState Park,
60milesnorth d Houston, Texas.

Thepublicisinvited to partici-
pateinthemany activitiesthat in-
clude: clinics, workshops,onthewa
ter boat demonstrations, exhibitors,
family entertainment, races, compe-
titions, raffles and an auction ben-
efiting river conservation efforts.

Over fifty clinicswill betaught
by leading instructorsfrom across
NorthAmerica. Clinicswill be
availablefor beginnersto advanced

paddlers. Specificinstruction will

Outdoor Clothes

800 336-9090

kegiveninall typesd paddlecraft
including: flat water canoes,
whitewater canoes, sea kayaks, and
whitewater kayaks. Mgor manufac-
turersd canoes, kayaksand
paddlesportsaccessorieswill beon
hand to display their products. This
event allowsthepublicto"test
drive'" any o the hundreds d boats
that will bedisplayed. Many manu-
facturers usethe Rendezvousto un-
vell their latest designsto the pad-
dlingcommunity.

Several new eventsare planned
thisyear, including an attempt to es-
tablish new Guiness World Record
for largest canoestar. Thecurrent
record stands at 588 boats.

The Houston CanoeClubisanon-
profit organization whose purposeis
the promotiondf Canoesport,and is
activein conservation, recreation,
racing and instruction. Theclub cel-

| evrated its30th anniversary in 194,

Itisthelargest canoeclubinthe
State of Texas, with over 300 mem-
bers.

Additional information and regis-
tration packetscan be obtained by
calling the Houston Canoe Club at
(713) 467-83857, or by mail, PO Bax
923616, Houston, Texas 77292- 5516.

Free Kayakin
Newsl| etter far

ids

KayakingKids, aquarterly newdet-
ter for young watersportsenthusiasts, is
being offered free by Perception. The pub-
lication will feature informativearticles
targeted at kidswho are novicesor just
curious about kayaking.

It will includeinformationon kayak
touring, recreational whitewater
kayaking and competitive boating,

Contact KayakingKids, Perception
Inc., 111 Kayaker Way, P.O. Bax 8002,
Easley, SC 29641-8002for a free subscrip-
tion.
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BRIEFS

GAULEY
FESTIVAL
VOLUNIEERS
NEEDED

The AWA Gauley Festival will be
held on Saturday, September 23in
Summersville WV, Thisfestival isa
major fund raiser for the AWA, the
premier volunteer whitewater con-
servation organization in theworld.
Thefestival needsvolunteersfor
publicity, raffle tickets, T-shirt
booth, the gateand parking. Please
call Joe Greiner at 919- 834- 1633 to
volunteer two hoursadf your time.

Thisisagreat way to combinethe
funof thefestival and acontribution
d your timetothe AWA. The AWA
will provideatoken of appreciation
toeach volunteer that will let every-
body know that you cared enoughto
volunteer.

Weneed twelve peoplestarting
at 8 AM for publicity. Thisjobwill
last oneor two hours. | will assign
these people ONE outfitter or ONE
put-inor ONE take-out. Thejob will
betotakeflyerstothatlocation and
put oneon each windshieldinthe
parkinglot. Thereshould be plenty
o timetoruntheriver after thisjob
isdone.

Threeindividualswill be needed
tosell raffle ticketsand oneto man
the T shirt booth throughout the
evening. Thesewill betwo hour
shiftsstartingat 5p.m.

Thevolunteer parking and gate
crew will work with AWA board
membersto take money, hand out
magazinesand direct parking. Eight
volunteerswill be needed between 4
p.m. and 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Twelvewill be needed between 6 p.m.
and 8 pm.

Get afriend and givetwo hoursto
the AWAIll CallJoe Greiner collect,
at 919- 834~ 1633, to volunteer.

Finalé' to Fall Boat

Withwhitewater ranging from
classlItoclassV ontheMoose
River, thelst annual Moo River
Festival figuresto attract paddlersof
al skill levels.

Scheduledfor Saturday, October
21 at North Street Park in Old Forge,
NY, thefestival will cap the October
paddlingseason onthe Moo= River,

AWA Moo= River Fegival " Grand

INg Season

located i nthe Adirondack moun-

tainsof central New York.
Thefestival will be modeled after

the AWA’s other successful river
eventswith liveentertainment,
whitewater videos, equipment dis-
playsand demonstrations, a silent
auction and raffles planned for the
evening'sactivities.

no: 1AM

Kayaks

Experience the
Sensation!

- Hurricane paddling
is a full body experience.

You and the boat become

one, exposing the river's
potential. Experience th
sensation yourself.

i
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For a free Prijon catolog
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Accordingtofestival director
ChrisKall, thefestival hasalready
considerablesupport including
Northern Outfitters/New Wave Wa
terworks and Harza Engineers
Northeast— both of Utica, NY—who
have signed onasfestival sponsors.

"Harzaistheowner o thehydro
project on the Bottom Mooseand
they areenthusiasticabout the
event," Koll said. "It'sencouraging
toseethat twodiverse groupscan
sharea common resourceand work
toward promotingitsuse.

"Northern Qutfitters/New Wave
Waterworksal so cameon board
early and will sponsor theofficial
festival shirt," Kall said. "Were
lookingto createa unique design
and sell theshirtsat cost- just to
publicizeMoose River paddling.”

TheMooseRiver in October pro-
vides paddlerswith a unique pad-
dling opportunity becausedf the
availability of dependablewater lev-
elsand three separate whitewater
runs rangingfrom class2to class5.

Starting on ColumbusDay week-
end, drawdownsfrom upstream res-
ervoirscreatea natural flow onthe
Mooseranging from 3'-5' on the
McKeever gauge. At thoselevels,the
7-mileMiddleMooser un provides
class2-3 water whiletheLower
Moose boastsclass 34 rapids.

O course, the jewd of Moose
River whitewater i sthe 5-mile Bot-
tom Moosesection—aclass4-5 se
riesd waterfalls and rapidsin-
cludedasonetheeast's "Top 10" ex-
pert runs.

Anagreement with Harzaa lows
accessto the Bottom Mooseduring
20daysd theyear including thefi-
nal four weekendsaf October.

"The Bottom Moose will definitely
bethebigattraction of thefestival,"
Koall said, "but weexpect to seejust
asmany peoplecometothe
Adirondacksfor the other two sec-
tions. Many groupsinclude paddlers
who just don't feel comfortableon
class5 water— but the Moosereally
has somethingfor everyoneall
within a 25-mile stretch of river."”

Thefestival will commenceat ap-
proximately 5 p.m. followingthe day
o paddling. Theevent will beheld
inalargepavilionat Old Forge's

North Street Park so thefestivities
won't be effected by inclement
weather.

"Old Forgehostsa snowmobile
trade show inthewinter at the pavil-
ion so there should be plenty of room
and parking," Kall said. "It'sagreat

BRIEFS

sitefor thefestival.”

Exhibitorsinterested in partici-
pating inthe MooseRiver Festival
and clubsor individualsinterested
in attending should contact Koll at
(815)475-7499 (days) or (315)652— 8397
(evenings).

Airtight Inflatables
412 - 329 - 668
P.O. Box 36
Dhiopyle PA 15470
&gk for Toni
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THE BACKYAK
» lcayak carrying hamess W
- cockpit mounted gear bag |
= poriage pack
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Dropinto NewEngland
'Whitewater Center's Canoe
and Kayak School

Our ingtructiona Program offersyou
atruly unique paddlingexperience.
Treat yourself to agreat vacation and
an exceptiona vauewhilelearningin
afun and personalizedenvironment.
We guaranteeyour progressand satis
faction. Whilein the areavist our
Outfitters Shop and takeadvantage
of our new Demo Program on the

”

Running ot of Space and Wﬂu"‘

mn.m-.ra;mﬂrmum ame of Aluska's best.

e A

Kennebec River. Pleasecdl or write
for additional information.

_sip>

NEW ENGLAND

CENTER

Wyman Lake,
Caratunk, Maine 04925
800.766.7238

LRI B TAINER - MNEW FOR G5

Mohawk's new and revolutionary THIGH RETAINER takes
the place of thigh straps or saddles with built-in thigh retainers.
Thisinnovative thigh retainer holds its shape so the paddler eas-
ily dlips into " paddling position" without readjustment or having
the hassle of getting into thigh straps.

This new system quickly and easily adjusts, with a stainless
steel cam buckle, to fit any size paddler. By pulling on a single
strap, located just forward of your lap, both legs are released at
once for aquick exit. Thefour inch width of the unit and its thick
micro cell foam give very comfortable and firm support to your
thighs and hold you firmly in the boat with very little knee lift.
This unit will retro fit most foam saddles and pedestals.

‘retainer is great! Really

o &
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Alaska's Guidestis Alaska's Hh-:rl w
Sinece 1975

For information call 997- 745-:_'.7.'5.1wf‘m.:ﬂi| '.'-ls-c!‘!ll

P.O. Box 1129 Chiclealeom, Ak 99674

NEHTAWK'S ¥ SADDLE w7 THIGH RETAINERS

Mohawk has a new foam saddle with Integrated quick release thigh retainer and
knee wedges. It holds you comfortable and firmly m place and is adjustable so it
will fit practically anyone. - )

" So quirk and easy togetin and out of: No thighstrapsto messwithand it holds mze firsm-
ly in place, yet it is very confortable" (Jeff Richards - Steep creeker, winner 1992
Ocoee Rodeo & Winner 1994 short boat class Dixie Division (slalom races).

“I've used a Mokaw# thigh retainer on %z water in Codta Rica, the Upper Yough and
Seep Cregksand 75 just great. It is extremdy comfortableand Aolds you righily in theboat.
It fitsanyone, iseasy in and out, and last but not least, pull o~ onestrap that is practical-
7 in your lap and it rleasss both legs at once. The studentsin my canoe ro/ling classes just
Jove it". (Mike Aronoff - ACA Instructor. Washington DC area.)

"Mohawk's new thigl

holds you in the boat, yet ©0
quirk and easy to get in and'
out of. |t guickly adjusts to
Jit all Szes d our students. -
The pull-one-strap release
for both legs is the easest
rdesse I've s and it sure
is conmfortabk.- (Bob
Latham - Longtime ACA

- —— — - : .
I'TEM S1EE LT § | FAMIOHEY [MRECT

PHONE: 407 R34 3233 FAX: 407 834 0292

iR SIFE LiETal § 'ﬂ'lllg;l'-I;lFL.'l
SRS SADDLE. | SasEs WENGES & Pl b&iomm HEl | -
i THES BETUSES & FLAYTATYY RS Ui 497 (R
LT PR B RS | I...J. e - R B | LY
STV STl K i bkl s e e | w i i g Ah N BE" ot s LRI
AP FEEIR BRE AN |
MHHAWK EANsEg - 963 COUNTRY RSAD 427 N - NEWREE FL 32750 =

EMER B LA KRT | 1 et 1 - L]
I ) l ﬂ."'r..'d"l-li:ﬂil-\.ll'a i [}
THIGHRETAINER |  ONESIZE WiIrRINGS | $39.95 I Fe | I
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1995 New England
Cup Results

by Jamie McEwan

Though many slalomracers
missed two of the cup races be
caused aconflictwiththena
tional training camp, thefinal o
the New England Cup, held at
Snyder's Mill, Nev Hampshire,
wasvery well attended. Mogt of
theclassesin thedaom series
were undecided until theend of
theday.

Themen's wildwater kayak
classwasalso decided by thefi-
nal wildwater race, held at
Tariffville, Connecticut.

Therewereonly two repeat
winners; Adam Boyd in junior C1

High Performance
Canoe and Kavak Paddles. !'

¢ Had arafted from the fines maerids
» Cudom ordersfrom 9 styles 6 blades
» Composite reinforcement options

* Repairs

Call or write for

more information:

2450 Jones Road

Lenar City, TN 37771
(615) 986-9387

and Sarah Leith,injunior K1-W.
Worthy o special noteisthestal-
wart Mike Campbell, whowonin
twoclasses: inC1andin C2 with
partner Mark Cyborowski.

Wildwater Rankings

K1-M

lan Stewart
Mike Beck
BruceWek

K1-wW ‘
M Hawkes
ot Mitchell

LedieMoss

-Salom Rankings

K1-M

Jonathan Altman
Marc Sinotte
David Su

Ki-W
RenataAltman
Anne Mitchell
LedieMosss

Cl1-M

Mike Campbell
John Kazimierczyk
KevinMichaelson

M

Campbell/ Cyborowski
Taylor/ Eisenberg
Coriell/ Moore

Kl-Junior-Men
SilasTreadway
Kyle Marinello

Fred Coridll

K1-Junior-Women
Sarah Leith
AnnaJorgenson
Hannah Larson

Cl-Men—Junior
Adam Boyd
LukeMoore
Brendan Moore

GREAT NEWS
FOR AWA
AFFILIATES!!!

YOUROWN INTERNET
HOVE PAGE — FREE!!

Earlier thisyear AWA initiated an ex-
citing new way to provideinformation
about whitewater events, safety, conser-
vation and river accessto boatersworld-
wide. We opened thefirst World Wide
Web site on the Internet exclusively de
voted to whitewater boating. The AWA
Web siteisacornucopiacdf whitewater
information. Boaterssurfing cyberspace
(whenitistoodark to beout ontheriver)
canfind everythingand anything they
want on our amazing, new Homey Page.

Some boaterswant informationabout
whitewater accidents. Some want gauge
readings. Somewant toread stories
about aparticular river. Somewant to
check out the schedulefor the next race,
festival or rodeo. Somewant thelatest
newsabout river conservation. Some
want to see hot whitewater graphics.
Some want newson thelatest first de
scents. Al thisand moreisavailableat
the click of amouse on the AWA Homey

e.

Several clubs havetheir own Home
Pageson thenternet and haveasked
AWA to provide“links” totheir pages.
We are happy to do thisso that boaters
around the country canfind the clubsin
their regionand join up with loca boat-
ersthey may not know.

Other clubsare not so high techasto
havetheir own Internet locationsbut
wouldlikeinformationabout their club,
their trip schedules, meetings, member-
ship and eventsto be posted somewhere
onthelnternet. AWA CAN NOV PRO

L VIDETHISASA FREE SERVICE FOR
1l

To have your very own placeon the
Internet, all your clubhastodoisbea
current AWA Affiliate and provideus
with the material you want posted (and
revisionsfromtimetotime). Al text ma
terial must bein ASCII format. All
graphics(suchasyour clublogo) should
be in GIFformat. It isbest if text issent
viaE-mail, but acomputer disk in the
mail will do. (Most bigcopy centerscan
scan your clublogoand other graphics
into GIFformat in color for about $9).

For moreinformationon thisincred-
ible new service, just give Phyllis

Horowitz acall at ??14 6885569, It's time
o hitch aride on the information super-
Ihighway!

Check out the new AWA Web Siteto-
day. Youwont believeyour eyest Our
Internet addressis http://
www.rahul.net/fallside/awa.html
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Anne Ford-Keams Diesie 4

Contributed by Peter G. Williams

AnneFord Kearns, the producer o River Res
cue: TheVideo, died April 10 after atwo year baffle
with cancer. She passed away at her homein Swan

Valley at theagedf 3.

Wel knownand re-
spectedinthenorthern
Rockies, Annewasan avid
whitewater kayaker. She
boated throughout North
America, Central America
and New Zealand. Shewas
also askilled seakayaker,
al pine mountaineer,
backcountry teI emark

l VAL

skier and atalented writer
and photographer.
Annewas born Febru-
ary 25,1962in Loveland,
Colorado, whereshe was
activein women's athlet-
icswhilegrowing up. She
graduated fromthe Uni-
versity o 1dahoin1986
with adegreein landscape

Servingthe
paddling sports
since 1968

4
r
L

architecture.

A skilled video pro-
ducer, sheworked with
thelate Rocky Ross of
Gravity SportsFilms, Inc.
inthemid1980s Shelater
established her own busi-
ness, Swan Valley Land-
scaping, working in west-
ern Wyoming and I daho.

Annewasan extremely
energeticand conscien-
tious outdoor enthusiast.
Shewas awel comecont

paniontoall who hadthe

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat

RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

r SEDA SeaKays

lineconsists of thefamous Glider,
Viking, Swift, Tango and V agabond.

Qr SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

_4-.*

T good fortuneto adven-

turewith her. A creative
individual whowas
giftedwith atremendous
sensedf humor, sheonce
commentedin aletter, "If
I meltdry ice, canl swim
without getting wet?"
Sheissurvived by her
parents; her husband,
Chip; her stepchildren,
Jamieand Corby; and her
constant canine compan-
ion, Oscar de Pluto.
Contributions may be
madein her memory to
thelnstitutefor Limb
Preservation, Research
and Scholarship, 1721
East 19th Ave, Suite 102,

Denver, Colorado 80218,

& WF i al

Watch This Video!

'Ell EHM‘IIE

Qr SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and
flatwater gear.

ioexplore North Carolina's Cullasaja,
Thompson,and W.Fork French Broad Rivers,
send $26.95+ $3.00 s&h U.S.funds to:
WILDSIDE PRODUCTIONS
8718 Whitehorse Road, Suite 103-A
Greenville, SC 29611

Call today for our 40 page bargain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA91950 § k am e = [ |
Tel: 619/336 2444 | Address |
it e |
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FIRST ANNUAL WOLFMAN TRIATHLON SLATED

Whitewater paddlerswill tell you
about the great paddlingin
Wisconsin's Walf River Territory.
Mountainbikerswill tell youthe
sameabout thearea's great trail
riding. Eachyear therearemore
peoplewho enjoy both whitewater
paddlingand mountain biking. So
membersdf the Wdlf River Territory,
alocal business group, haveorga
nizedthefirst annual Wolfman
Triathlon, an event for menand
women that combineswhitewater
paddling, mountain biking and an
off-roadrun. The Wolfman
Triathlonwill be held Saturday, Au-
gust 19,19950n and around the Wadf
River near WhiteLake, Wisconsin.

"Inaregular triathlon partici-
pantsgenerally swimadistance, hop
onabicyclefor aroad race, and fin-
ish up theevent witharunning race
ona paved surface. Thoseare chal-
lengingeventsthat test the skillsand
endurance of thecompetitors. The

Wolfman Triathlonwill multiply the
challengescompetitorsface by tak-
ing the race off-road,” says Wolfman
race director Patrick McCabe.

First competitorswill paddiea
three-mile section o the Wdf River,
negotiatingtheir way asquickly as
possi blethrough technical boulder-
garden rapidsin whitewater kayaks,
canoesor inflatables. Attheend of
the whitewater leg, competitorswill
tradetheir paddlingequipmentfor
mountain bikesand set out onlog-
ging roadsfor al2-miletrail ride
that includesone planned river
crossing. Thefinal legd therace
will bea challengingoff-road trail
run.

"Thisisnot arelay or ateams
race," McCabesays. "Each competi-
tor must completed| threelegsof
theevent. It will beinterestingto
see how the competitors individual
strengthsand weaknessesin the
three events balance out. 1t should

What's Up?

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven'texplored
yet, may be “up”too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure.
Readingsare updated continually 24
hoursa day, 7 days a week.
Calltoll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everything you need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for
today's river levels.

5UU-YE )
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beagreat event with lots of excite-
ment for the spectatorsaswell asthe
competitors.”

Spectatorswill beabletowatch
theexcitement at locationson each
legdf therace.

Entry feesfor the Wolfman
Triathlon are$20 per person before
July 31and $30 per person after Au-
gust 1. Toreceiveregistration forms,
writeto Wolfman Triathlon, PO Box
265, White Lake, WI 54491, or phone
(715) 8825771

TheWolfman Triathlonisspon-
sored by the Waf River Territory, an
association of businessesand indi-
vidualswhose missionincludesre-
sponsibleeconomicdevelopmentin
the Wdf River areaaswell as preser-
vation o thearea's outstanding
natural resources, history and cul-
ture. Additional sponsorsinclude
the Bear Paw Inn, Patrick McCabe
Construction and Whitewater Spe-
cialty.

For moreinformation about the
Wolfman Triathlon, contact racedi-
rectorsPatrick and Jamee McCabe
at (715) 88-577L

S
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KAYAK
RI0S HONDURAS

Trip Leaders
MARY PHIL
HAYES DERIEMER

BEGINNER
INTERMEDIATE
ADVANCED
EXPERT
CUSTOM

CALL FOR DATES

(800) 255-5784
10281 HIGHWAY 50
HOWARD, CO. 81233
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CWA/AWA Announce Colorado
Whitewater Festival

The Second Annual Colorado
Whitewater Festival will be held July
8. Comeenjoy the Festival (formerly
knownasthe Arkansas River Festival)
and help raisefundsto benefit
whitewater riversin Colorado. Thefesti-
val name was changed this year toem-
Bhasi zethat itisaregional event, and to

etter reflect how proceedsare bei gg
used-to benefitall riversin Colorado, ac-
cording to AWA/CWWA Board Member
RicAlesch.

The galaparty, sponsored by the
American Whitewater Affiliation(AWA)
and the Colorado White Water Associa
tion (CWWA)wasabighit initsfirst
year; it wasattended by about 400 people
and rai sed over $3000to benefit river ac-
cessand conservation inthe state. The
Festival isa partnership effort between
AWA and CWWA, with AWA providing
financial backing and national ﬁublicity,
and CWWA providing most of the volun-
teersto put onthe event. Thisyear the
ColoradoRivers Alliance (CRA) has been
addedtothelist of sponsorsand will help
organize activities at the Festival.

The Festival will be held on Saturday
July 8 inthesamelocation aslast year,
Riverside Park in Salida, Colorado. The
Arkansas River providesover 100 miles
o whitewater, including some world
classsections; it i sthe most popular
whitewater river in thenation. It
tumbles off the continental divideinone
o themost beautiful valleysinthestate.

Thereare many other recreational oppor-

tunitiesavailableinthe Arkansas River
Valleyin summer; thisshould contribute
toagood turnout and makea special trip
to the area worthwhile. The Colorado
Cupracewill beheld ontheriver that
weekend and a major boat manufacturer
isconsidering sponsoring a whitewater
rodeoon Sunday. OMWVA will hold itsan-
nual Arkansas River weekend on July &
9, which last year drew over 100 peopleto
acamping areaabout 15 milesfrom
Sdida
The Colorado Whitewater Festival

will onceagain bealate afternoon/early
evening event, allowing time to enjoy a
?ood runinontheriver that day. It will

ast from about 4- 10 PM. and featurea
wideranged activitiessuchasmusic, a
silent auction, whitewater videos, boat
demos, a swap meet, vendor booths, and
food and beveragestands. No beer issold
onsite, but Festival goersmay carry in
their own (cansonly). Thisyear Festival
organizersare also adding someactivi-
tiesfor kids. An admission/donation is

collected, but all the proceedsafter ex-
penses go to assuring accessto our rivers
andto ﬁrotecti ng them from damsand
other threats. Thisyear the donation will
be reduced to $3for adults and $1 for chil-
dren to encourage greater attendance.
Last year's proceedsare being used to
document threatsto theriversof Colo-
rado, to support alegal project aimed at
assuring river runner's rightstofloat
through private land, and to help acquire
river access.

The American Whitewater Affiliation,
Colorado White Water Association, Colo-
rado Rivers Alliance, and the R
Mountain CanoeClub all had boothsto
provide organization information | ast
year. These and other groupsare ex-
pected to have boothsagain thisyear.
Many QMWA board members attended
|ast year, and several AWA board mem-
bersand staff werea so there, soit wasa

chance for OMNVA members to meet
their board and for some key AWA
peopleto get more exposure in the west.
CRA hopesto gain greater recognition
and sign up new membersat the Festival,
according to CRA board member Lucy
Ghoda.

Whileflow conditions werelow iast
year, minimum recreation rel eases of 700
cfsfrom the Bureau of Reclamation as-
surethat the Arkansasisrunable
through the weekend. If theriver islow
not much elsein theareanormally has
water so the Ark will draw boatersfrom
around theregion for the weekend. If
thereishigher water thisyear, thereare
numerous good runswithin aday'sride
of the Festival site.

Theswap meetisavery popular activ-
ity, and there will be moreitemsfor the
silent auction thisyear, including sev-
eral boatsand numerousaccessories.
This provides an excellent chance to get a
great deal on equipment while providing
adonationfor a good cause, according to
event coordinator Jim Martin. Colorado
boater, photographer, and artist Scott
Reuman hasal so updated thefestival
logoand isdevelopinga new T-shirt de-
signfor thi s%/ear's event.

Jimsayshe oncea%ai n expectsto see
abroad array of river folksat thiscel-
ebration and benefitfor Coloradorivers,
including canoers, kayakers, rafters,
river ?ui des, their customers, equipment
manufacturersand dealers, and many
otherswho sharean interest in protect-
ing and using our whitewater streams. If
?/ou enjoy riversand river peopleyou are

ikely toenjoy thisfestival. If last year is

any indication, AWA, CWWA, and CRA
anticipatean expanding event that over
time will becomethe premier whitewater
festival for the Rocky Mountain West.

For more information, to volunteer at
the Festival, or to make a donation for
thesilent auction, contact festival coordi-
nator Jim Martin at 303—440-9359, or call
Ric Alesch at 303- 985- 8620.

16Th Annual

g‘glper Yough Race
eduled for
Augud 30th

Sponsored by AWA, Mountain Surf,
DIB Inflatablesfor more information,
please call Jesse Whittemore at Mtn.
Surf(301) 746-5389

RIOSHoNDURAS

10281 Hwy. 50. Howard. CO 81233
800 255-5784

looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through Ilush rain
Forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

and

Cdl Fr more information

detailed itineraries.
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Southeastern \Whitewater, by Monte
Smith, $22.00

Pahsmeroi Press, PO Box 190442, Boise
Idaho 83709

(208)-362-7284

reviewed by Ed Grove

Eventhegnarliest river rat will
enjoy Monte Smith's hot new guide
book, Southeastern Whitewater.
Thisbook showcases50 of thefin
whitewater xuns which cascade
downthespined the Central and
Southern Appalachians. Included
are premier whitewater runsin West
Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia
and Alabama.

Monte knowswhitewater. Asa
child he grew up in Westminster,
South Carolinaand played onthe
beachesand banksof the nearby
Chaugaand ChattoogaRivers. He
hasmany yearsdf hard core experi-
enceon southeastern whitewater riv-
ers, particularly on such gemsas
Wilson's Creek in North Carolina
and Section IV of Chattooga, and has
written A Paddler's Guidetothe
Obed/Emory Watershed — an out-
standing tributeto the pristine riv-
ersonthe Cumberland Plateau in
Tennessee.

Southeastern Whitewater is user
friendly and informative. All rivers
arelisted alphabetically ontheback

AWp—
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cover with amap showingtheir lo-
cation. Inside, riversarelisted al-
phabetically. The book isfilled with
arichvariety of steep creeks(such
asthetiny Piney and wild Watagua)
and heavy water (such asthegar-
gantuan Gauley and New River
Gorge). Popular runssuchasthe
Ocoeeand Nantahalaare described
aswell asgentler trips, suchas
Hopeville Canyon and the mellow
MiddleMeadow River in West Vir-
ginia.

Numerous pi cturesjump out at
thereader aswell asinformative
tablesshowing conciseitineraries
pinpointing major rapidsand sig-
nificant landmarks, gaugelevels,
and distancesfrom magjor cities. The
mapsare computer generated or en-
hanced, which givescrisp viewsd
nearby campingopportunitiesand
other closealternativeriver trips.

Perhaps the most intriguing as-

BOOK

pect of the book isthat Monte has
created ariver rating scalewhich
eval uates and compareswhitewater
riversontenimportant dimensions
to complement the ClassI-VI rating
system. Usinga new TRIPscalewith
input from 40 seasoned paddlers, any
of the50 tripsin the book can bein-
stantly comparedwith any other in
tableform — by either overal TRIP
difficulty or any oned thetenele-
ments comprisingthisdifficulty (in-
cluding volumeand gradient interac-
tion, averagegradient, difficulty o
rapids, continuous of rapids, entrap-
ment hazards, accessibility, and
reputation among paddlers).

So, you can makeathousand
comparisonsat a glance. For ex-
ample, isthe Ocoeein Tennesseeless
difficultthan the New River Gorge
inWegt Virginia? Or, how do
ChattoogaSection |V rapids com
pareindifficulty withthoseonthe
Upper Gauley? Or, i sthereputation
of Daddy's Creek Canyonin Tennes
seetougher than the Nolichucky
Gorgein North Carolina?

In sumnifry, Smith hascreated a
classicthat should bein every seri-
ousriver runner'slibrary.

EDITORS NOTE: Reviewer Ed
Groveisa co-author of Appalachian
i : II.

ADDUNG & ENGINEERING

by Sara Wermiel
Why areso man)(I paddlers
engineers? Whilethereareno

statisticson the occupationsd
paddlers(why would there
pe?),my own informal surveys
suggest that many ﬁaddler_s
areengineers. Perhapsthis
should comeasno surprise,
since"engineer" issupposed
to bethelargest single occupa
tiond men. Aspaddiersare
disproportionately male, it fol-
lowsthat many would beengi-
neers.

Still, I think thelarge number
o paddlingengineersisnot merely a
matter of odds. Wewouldn't, and don't,

resented. Rather, itistheintellectua as
pect of paddling—theopportunity to ac-
quire and apply knowl
engineers, and peoplewho think like en-
gineers,tothesport.

Before continuing, | shouldsay
what | mean by engineering. A classic
definitiond engineeri n(I:;(i sthepractical
applicationd scientificknowledge.
Sinceengineers apply scientificknowl-
edPeand employ scientificmethodsto
solve problems, engineering could be de
finedmore generally astheapplication
o scientificknowledgeto solve practical
problems.

Now, let's consider paddlingin rela
tion to engineeri ng. First, doespaddling
involvescientific knowledge? It does, in

Aneri can Whitewater

find every occupation proportional lyrep-

ge—that attracts
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the sensethat systematic knowledge
about the natural world, specificallyriv-
ers,isscient cknowledge. Moreover,
Eaddlin involvesthe application o this

nowledgeto problem-solving: how to
run drops. Paddlersusetheir knowledge
of river featur es—hydr otopogr aphy as
William Neadly callsit—to predict what
will happenif they take oneor another
coursedown arapid.

Itistheriver reading feature that
makes paddlingso satisfying to people
whothink like engineers. Differentlines
through adrop present different opportu-
nities: for having fun, challenging one
sdlf, impressingone's friends, and avoid-
ingtrouble. You get tofigure out how to
do what you want todo. Thus, a good
paddler is not merely askillful boater. A
good paddler is a so someonewho builds
up river reading knowledgeand applies
this knowledgeto accomplishsomething.



Natdl paddlershaveengineeringin-
clinations, d course. Many haveenough
fun taking the standard routes, or follow-
ingtheadviceor boatsdf others. And |
do not mean to imply that good paddlers
never miscal culate, because, of course,
they do. Whenever you try new things,
you open yourself uptofailure. Butitis
preciselytheinclination totry new
things, to usewhat you've learned to
solve new problems, that drives many
boatersto paddieever moredifficultriv-
ers.

o, | had to laugh at a statement
in an article about the history of attempts
torun NiagaraFallsinthelast issued
Invention & Technology (Spring1995):
"Few peoplewho challengethefallsgive
the problemthe serious engineering at-
tention it demands, becausethe stunt
rarely attractsthe sort of personwho
would be capabled doingso."

I think the author would be surprised
to know how many paddlers—engineers
and peoplewho think like engineers—
have stood on the shore and scouted, not
Niagara Falls, perhaps, but other formi-
dable-looking drops, trying tofind that
"perfect” line.

e

by Brik Miller

I don't know why you go boating. Ev-
eryonehastheir reasons. Maybeit's the
adrenaline rush of running areal tough
drop; or the surfer's thrill of findingthe
perfect hole.. onethat'll thrash the
begjeesuz out of you, likeToilef
Terror...but without theice cubesand
sticks; then let you go beforeyou swim.

Who knows?Perhapsyou're one of
thoseidealisticfoolsthat wantsaway to
explorethe"wilderness' that doesn't rely
ontheinternal combustionengine.

I gosol won't think.

About therest of my lifethat is. Boat-
ing transports meinto the eternal
present, intotheland of the otter and the
smallmouth bass. Boatingleavesmefed-
ing small and humble, yet happy to be
dive. Boating makesmefocuson where
I'm going, not on wherel've been. It
makesmefed gladto just breathe.

My loved boatingled meto work asa
raft guidefor almost fifteen years. This

WHERE THERE'S THUNDER..

THE PHYSIOLOGY OF BOATING “HAIR”

waslongafter the extremely exploitative
natureof that enterprise should have
given measeriousreality check about
art andlife.

My hubrisevenled meto seek river
adventuresinfar off New Zealand. This
wasthe place where my current troubles
began. Nat that they haven't been com-
pounded by my present folly. But to put
things in perspective,you need to know
the beginnings.

My "hair" problemsstarted when| al-
most got shovedinto thisthing calledthe
"Toaster" [that's Toasta, eh mate] on the
WairoaRiver,about 90 km. south of
Auckland. TheToasta isacrack inthe
last ledge of Waterfall Rapids. Twoand a
half feet wideand deep enoughto stick at
least half of afullyloaded sixteenfoot
Avonraft full of squealing Japanesetour-
istsinto. That's where the water goes.

Youve got to driveleft acrosstheface
of thefour meter dropto avoidit. Thein-

 ult ine: o

whitewater

and touring
paddies

LigHTNING
PapoLes Inc.

22800 So. Unger Rd.
Colton, OR 87017
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BRIEFS
sided the Toasta’ isscalloped basalt, like
abigcheesegrater.

| had gotten through the huge hole just
abovetheledge. Somehow, inthe Alphal
was commanding, I'd managed to hit the
sweet spot and go through. I saw other
peoplewho didn't managethisfeat.

So, when | got tothe top o thedrop, |
relaxed. Melittle brain thought,"Hol
You're homefree! I'll just go uptothe
edgeand goover." Poor brain! Thinkinga
littlefuzzy in the provinces,it was.

| did manageto missthe Toasta with
world classscrambling. It was, however,
touchand gofor a bit. Funny how these
thingsseemtotakeforever. Yegh, | know,
how to get hammeredon both continents.

Scared mysdlf good on that one.

The next day was when my " problem™
started.

My hair started turninggray.

A white patch appearedin my beard
onthelower left sideof my jaw. Since
then, it hasonly grown bigger. Were
talking major whitenesshere. Initially it
was only afew centimetersin diameter.
But think of it asrunning the
Horsepasture;once you start thebig
dlide, one way or the other, you are going
to the bottom.

Thiswasseveral yearsago. Gradualy,
theflamered hair | once sported has got-
tenlighter andlighter. It still hassome
color, but it's just not asfiery asbefore.

My daughter fortunately has my hair. =
| guessthe geneswon't dieout. Her
mother once said that women who have
hair that red don't need black lace under-
wear. Frightening thought, that.

Inany case, inearly March| did the
Lower Meedow. | probably shouldn't
have, but | wasin onedf those moods. It
wasonly 570 cfs, but after all, it wasthe
Lower Meadow.

Didn't TeresaGryder’s old boyfriend
diedown there somewhere?

I'd been having this misunderstanding
withmy lover. Between her two huge,
drunken redneck brothers, her funda
mentalist mother, who considersmethe
devil incarnate, and the way she squeezed
melikel havenot been squeezed sincel
was nineteenyearsold- | wasan emo-
tional wreck. Not to borethe reader, but
the blueswill makeaman [or awoman,
for that matter] do strange things.

What to do?

ORIl go boatingand not think about
it.

| carried Coming Home Sweet Jesus. |
alsoswamthreetimes. | didn't evenswim
onceon the Wairoa. But, what the hell!
For five hoursor so| didn't think of any-
thingdse. And| still have my boat an
paddle,and my facial structureisgrossly
Intact.

Not abad day,all inall. Bloody bril-
liant river too. Quitesoul stirring.

| don't think | would have eventried it
at al, but I've got one of those Thrillseek-

Amarican H‘h;mwv.l'u.!:.-.-.ﬂ.u:m 1945

ers, you know, the LotusElan of
inflatables. | can't roll it likethe two
kayaks| own. But danger of entrapment
isso muchless. If thingsget real tick-
lish, | just stand up and jump. Timefor a
Jeff Snyder impersonationanyone?

| wasfollowi ngbr‘rwfriend Fred, too. |
would have probably done better if we
would have gotten out and scouted. It's
harsh using a probe unit that is con-
stantly disappearingover 8 to 10 foot
ledges.

So eventhoughl| survivedmy Lower
Meedow river trip, I'm still dead mest. |

don't think my hair will last the summer.

I'll betotally white by Gauley Fest.

AREA YERDE
EXPEDITIONS

P.O.Box 476
Salida, CO 81201
(7193 539-7102

GUATEMALA

“awhitewater paradisein the
heart of the Mayan wond.”

Rios Cahahon, Lanquin, Polochic
and newly discovered Rios Panima.
& Matanzas, [AYE 94 first descents)

Flash! Goneethered... | canseeny
hair changing. Nope, it's not age, it's
adrenaline overdose, The pattern has
been noted. Cumulativeinsultsto the
body over time. Or something.

I can only hopethat inthefuture,
when my friends in the hospital wherel
work discover I'm about to get in over my
head, they'll beat me with wet newspa:
pers.

"Some esay that there'sa
woman to blame, but | know it's my own
damnfault.”

When you're boating™ hair", you need
to know thescore.

KA VAK
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1995 NOWR Events

Mew River Rodeo Kananaskis Whitewater Festival
April 28-30 May 20-21

North ldaho Whitewater Festival Ocoee

April 28-30 Juna-10-11

Bob's Hole Rodeo Fibark/Headwaters Champlonship
May 5-7 June 15-18

Lochsa Rodeo Willow River Paddiefest

May 13-14 Juna 16-18

Coosa River Whitewater Festival Animas River Days

ay 20-21 Juna 23-25

Big Fork Whitewater Festival Payette Whitewater Roundup
May 20-21 July 7-9

Potomac Whitewater Festival American River

Jure 3-4 Septamber 8-10

CHILE



First Cheat Festival “Smashing Success”

Over 1, 500 peopl eattended thefirst an-
nual Cheat River Festival held Saturday,
May 6in Albright, West Virginia, accord-
ing to Roger Harrison, Executive Director
of theWest VirginiaRivers Coalition
(WVRCQ). The attendance, and the $15, 000
that wasraised for watershed conserva-
tionand restoration, far exceededthe ex-
pectations of the Festival's hosts: the
Friendsof the Cheat, the WVRC and the
American Whitewater Affiliation.

" |t wasa smashing success," said
DaveBassage, President of the Friends of
the Cheat. “The success of the Festival
demonstrated an interest on the part of
many peoplein watershed clean up. I'm
especially pleased with theturnout of lo-
cal people.”

"The Festival will definitely become
anannual event," Bassage continued.
Next year's Cheat Festival hasalready
been dlated for May 4.

Onedf the highlightsof the Festival
was the announcement and signing of a
"' Shared Commitment™ by representa-
tivesdo federal and state agencies, private
businesses and environmental groups. Of-
ficialsfromthe U.S Office of Surface
Mining, Anker Energy, the WV D.EP,
thewv D.N.R, the WVRC and the

«.the most successful
.kayak of all times, °
-clamed a british whitewater

magazine.So why don't weseeit?

Address in exile [from North Caroling:

- L |
‘ﬁ{ 22733575 (0

L, Sirricka 28 Prague &, Crech Bep.
.-'1 - (TOE)74568056 (]
TS 475 Dbckeny, Blakyvibe Georgia X5

The newS trat o QuatiCuaya

with the widest sweet spot -Agan to
inspire pretenders? Dont worry about it
You have been told. See it!
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American Whitewater

Above left: VIP Cheat River Festival Rafters
(left to right): Courtney Black, National Mine
Labor Relation; Bob Uram, Director Federal
Office of Surface Mining; Dave Bassage,
President of Friend of the Cheat; Shawn
McMahon, Office of Surface mining; AWA’s
Conservationdirector Rich bowers served
as safety boater

Above right: Director of OSM Robert Uram
recognizes Dave Basage, President of
Friends of the Cheat for all this hard work.
Below: Bluegrass music

Friendsof the Cheat all pledged to work
together restore the Cheat watershed,
which wasrecently designated one of the
most endangered riversin the United
States by American Rivers.

Robert Uram, director of the Interior
Department's Officed Surface Mining,
announced that Muddy Creek will be
added to the Appalachian Clean Streams
Initiative List. Acid mineleakageinto
Muddy Creek during the past two years
hasresulted inasignificant degradation
o the Cheat Canyon, the most popular
whitewater runinthewatershed. It was
thisrecent mineacid leakage which
stimul ated the formation of the WVRC,
and, secondarily, the Cheat Festival.

"We are going to start cleaning up
Muddy Creek," Uram said, "and wel'll
work atit aslongasittakestogetit
done”

WEST ViRGiNia
RIVERS COALITION

July/August 1995
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The Commitment was al so signed by
Anker Energy Corporation President
John Faltis, who subsequently pledged
$250, 000to deal with acid minedrainage
on Green's Run, another badly polluted
Cheat tributary. A number of local con-
servationists haverecently praised
Anker's sense of commitment and envi-
ronmental responsibility.

"I'm really excited tobeinvolved in
this," Faltissaid. " For several years
we've been thinking about doinga
project likethisso we started looking for
astream we could have a positiveimpact
on. My desire isto become part of the so-
lution and not the problem.”

"1 hoping thiswill bean exampleto
other (mining) companies. | think they
will see the good will this createsand
how importantitis,” Faltiscontinued.

Thirty-five sponsors ranging from
whitewater boat manufacturerstolocal
artisansdisplayed their waresfor the
crowd and several informational booths
were manned by representativesd vari-
ousriver conservation organizations.

"Many local companies, agencies and
individual s donated time and money to
makethe Festival asuccess," according
to Bassage. | n particular he cited Anker
Energy, Sanders Brothers Mill,
Whitewater Adventures, Laurel High-
lands Rafting, Mylan Pharmaceuticals,
the WV Brewing Company, Bruceton Ag.,
Scott's Run Center, Twild's Old Mill Res
taurant and afraternity from Wvu for
their generosity.

The Albright Fire Department do-
nated the use of tableswhile nearby U.S.
Army Reserve Camp Dawson donated
tentsand chairsfor theevent, which was
held on several grassy acres owned by
Jeff Milne at the junction of the Cheat
and Muddy Creek.

Much of thewiring and set up was
credited to AWA Director Barry Tuscano,
Neil Danaand Pat Norton, who perform
the same challenging function each fall at
the Gauley Festival.

Music was provided by Robert H. and
the Short Brothers, Joan and Keith
Pitzer, the Wildwater Band and the Joint
Chiefs.
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ADK Genesee Chapter
¢/o Jerry Hargrave

47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
c/o MikeZabre

34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
doJim Cavo

33 Chester Avenue
Waltham, MA 02154

AMC Connecticut Chapter
doJan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC Maine Chapter
c/o WolfgangW. Kaiser
P.O. Box 331
Woolwich ME04579

AMC New Hampshire
Chapter

c/o Stanley J. Solomon

4 Whittier Road

Lexington, MA 02173-1717

AMC New York

c/o Trudy L. Wood
41W. 9%6th S, Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMCS.E. Mass

¢/o Mar k Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

America Outdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

Appaachian Paddling
Enthusiasts

¢/o YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

ArkansasCanoeClub
P.O. Box 1843
LittleRock, AR 72203

AtlantaWhitewater Club
PO. Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating Society
¢/o Karin Papenhausen

918 E. Knapp #5

Milwaukee, W1 53202

Bayou City Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 980782
Houston, TX 77098

. Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104

BirminghamCanoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

Blue Ridge River Runners
P.O. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

BluegrassWildwater Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128

Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
BalaCynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out CanoeClub
c/o Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

CanoeClubof Greater
Harrisburg

¢/o Mary Klaue

R.D. 1, Box421
Middleburg, PA 17842

CanoeCruisers Association
d o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

CarolinaCanoeClub
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605

Central GeorgiaRiver
Runners

P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Marge Cline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL. 60067

Chota CanoeClub
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

c/o AdventureQuest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastal Canoeistsinc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mm. School
¢/o Bob Campbell

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Bnglewood, CO 80155-4315

Coosa River Paddling Club
c/o Lonnie Carden
SouthernTrails, Inc.

5143 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery. AL 36109

E. TennesseeWhitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN37831-5774

FoothillsPaddling Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State Canoe Club
d 0 Joseph Pylka

30 N. Greenwood Avenue.
Apt.D

Hopewell, NJ08252

Georgia Canoeing Asoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

GeorgiaTech ORGT
c/o Suzanne Besumont
SAC0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

G.L.OP.

c/o JamesTibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21041-
1841

Headwaters Paddling Assoc.
Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

Holtwood Hooligans
c/o Dave Rostad
922 MarciaLane
Lancaster, PA 17601

Hoofer Outing Club

c/o MikeSklavos, Water
Safety

Memoria Union

800 Langdon Street
MAdison, W153706

Hoosier Canoe Club
c/o DaveEllis

4770 N. Kesder Blvd.
Indianapolis,IN 46208

Housatonic Area Canoe &
Kayak Squad

c/o E J. McCarthy

351 Route7

West Cornwall, CT 06796

Huntsville Canoe Club
P.O. Box 52

Huntsville, AL 35804-0052

|daho State Outdoor Pgm.
d o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, | D83209

Kansas City Whitewater
Club

¢/o G. RebeccaStark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
KansasCity, MO64110

Kayak & CanoeClub of
Boston

c/o Peter Cogan

Box 123

Pumey, VT 05346

KayakingI-IV

d o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

do PierreDe Rham
PO. Box 1%
Garrison, NY 10524

Keelhaulers Canoe Club
c¢/o Susan Vetrone

2085 Halstead #4
Lakewood, OH 44107

LansingOar & Paddle Club
¢/o Kal Pearson

P.O. Box 26254

Lansing, M1 48909

LeapingLoungeLizards
¢/o Rick Norman
3437E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard CanoeClub
Box9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Vdley CanoeClub
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower ColumbiaCanoe Club
11231 NE DavisStreet
Portland OR 97220

Meramec River CanoeClub
c/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Memmack, NH 03054

MetropolitanCanoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Jeff Martin

1742 Warmington Court
Manchester, MO 63021
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Mohawk CanoeClub
155 AndreaLane
Trenton, NJ08619

NORS

c/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

ColoradoSprings, CO 80904

NOVA Riverunners Inc.
P.O.Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674

OntarioVoyageursKayak
Club

P.O. Box 41

Adeaide Post Office
Toronto, OntarioM5C 2H3
Canada

Outdoor Adventure Program
Bldg. 2807

Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000

QOutdoor Centreaf New
England

10 Pleasant St.
MillersFalls, MA 01349

Outdoor Recregtion Program
Building420

University of Uah

Sdlt Leke City, UT 84112

Ozark WildernessWaterway's
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112

Paddline Bares
P.0. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

PalmettoPaddlers
c/o Mandy Maier
284 ShorelineDrive
Columbia, SC 29212

Perception Kayak Club
¢/o Perception|nc.
111 Kayaker Way
Easley, SC 29640

PhiladelphiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Pikes Pegk Whitewater Club
¢/o Sarah Dentoni

533 North Wahsatch Avenue
ColoradoSprings, CO
80903 3001

Project Challenge
8306 MillsDrive, #190
Miami, FL 33183

Rhode |dland Canoe
Association

¢/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
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River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section
Sierra Club - Angeles
chapter

c/o DaveEwoldt
%24 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

RoanokeCounty Parks &
Rec.
c/o Bill Sgrinia

1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153

Rockin “r”

1405 Gruene Road

New Braunfels, TX 78130-
3334

San Juan College Outdoor
Program

4601 CollegeBoulevard
Farmington, NM 87402

DLP>PAORCM

SequoiaPaddling Club
P.O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

Shasta Paddlers
| c/o David Bish
1637 Cessna Court
| Redding, CA 96001

Sierra ClubLoma Prieta
L ¢/o DaveKim
| 3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose. CA 95117

FEATURES THAT MAKE A DTF"I-'EI'-!‘EN‘CL:

L'eau V
P.O. Box 65
Twin ;
Tel, (719)
FAX (719)

:1#.

| SieraClubRTS

c/o Lynne Van Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

SierraNevadaWWw Club
¢/o Charlie Albright
7500 GladstoneDrive
Reno, NV 89506

Smith River Vallev Canoe
Club
¢/o Harry B. Rhell, President

15 Cleveland Avenue

Martinsville, VA 24112

SpokaneCanoe & Kayak
Club

P.O. Box 819

Spokane, WA 99210

SteepCreek Films
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Augtin, TX 78756

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Thr ee Rivers Paddling Club
c/o Barry Adams

811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Toledo River Gang
c/o Mike Sidell

626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners

P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114-
4094

U. of Maineat Machias
Library

9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah

Outdoor Recreation Program
Building420

Sdlt Lake UT 84112

Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline

c/o Irv Tolles

36 Bay Street

Manchester, NH 03104-3003

West Virginia Wildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Wildcat Canoe Club
¢/o Michael Ranstead
3425E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339

Zoa Valley Paddling Club
c/o Ken Ahlstrom

46 Albany Avenue
Dunkirk, NY 14048
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Soviet Porn Today

Dimitri Ubenko's student lackeys
werelashing bundles of assault riflesand
cases of ammunition into their remain-

ing raft when the mujaheddin cavalry in-
vaded the camp. Nobody heard the hoof-

HUMOR

by Jonathan Katz beats over the sound of the river and sud-
denly the stony beach was overrun with
[Author's note: heavily armed men on horseback. There
In the summer of 1994 Dr. Theodore "Bam Bam” McBride shut down the wasno question of resistance: not even

McBride-Omaha chemical factory on the banks of the Deerfield and took a group %Tﬁg?sr %ﬁ;gdfgh%tpg?eg'vggg g(\)’iﬁg

of his closestassociates on a RaftFriends paddling vacation to Russia, to run and stared and waited. McBridewas
Asian whitewater with the legendary Soviet boater, Dimitri Vasilevitch Ubenko. scared, and when he saw how frightened
What follows is the story of that trip, pieced together from the shattered Dimitri looked, he grew terrified. If the

memories of the survivors.] ;tltl ecrteepgxllasthat shook, they werere-
y introuble.
The guerrillaleader woreablack tur-
ban and ared sash, and carried an AK-47.
He spokefrom hishorseinaloud voice,
inalanguagethat McBridebarely recog-

Due to an error, this three part series was nized as speech. Hegot no answer. Then,
turned into acliffhanger. So now, what i heawily accented English, he repeated
you have been waiting for, the climax to wopenko. Give Ubenko, wernokill
the adventures of Barn-Bam and friends... they bar g Wit the meaneadin? Try

to save the Russian? McBride thought
P.S. Sorry for the wait ba o e porn acaeugs e b
. . and drugs he'd been
or ry forced to-smuggte; Ubenko’s gun pointed
at that poor scared Russian boy,
McBride’s terrifying, near-death run
through Stalingrad, thestinging holein
Omahas left thigh. The hesmiled. At
last. Payback. "That's him over there.

Dimitri bolted, sprinting up theloose,
rocky trail asfast ashecould run. Amaz-
ingly, noneof the horsemen fired. One
madeto givechase, but theleader held
up his hand. "H€ell be back," hesaid.

"What do you want himfor?* asked
Omaha.

The horseman met McBride’s eyesfor
along moment, then looked down at his
crotch and made a chopping motion with
hishand.

American Whitewaterv July/August 1995



The &mu Parya Incident

HUMOR

"Koraniclaw," said McBride. "No
bonesabout it."

"They're goingto shorten his
paddle" Omahaexclaimed.

"Hell never surf the holeagain," ob-
served Chopper.

"Serveshimright, thelittle creep,”
said Arden.

"Yegh. Bobbitt," Yvonnegrinned.

Suddenly another horseman rode up.
A man, and bleeding, wastied
acrossthe back of hishorse. It was
Dimitri. Hiseyeswerehugewithfear.

"Rear guard," said thelead horse-
man. "Gunsstay. Yougo. Takeraft. Ten
milesdownriver isroad. Wait there. To-
morrow truck come. Take you Kabul.
Get plane, go home. No come back.
Ever."

Dimitri's eyesrolled, fear-crazed. He

stared at McBride, making unintelligible
noi ses, begging. McBridewas moved.
Should he reach out to the Russian? Put
hislife, hisfriendslivesontheline?Hdll
no. Get whilethe gettingwas good.

Make hay whilethe sun shines. 23
skidoo and exit, stageleft. Helooked at
theguerrillaleader. "Yessir. Wego.
Right now. Seeya, Dimitri."

McBride’s party unloaded the guns
and anmo from the raft asfast asthey
could and madeready toleave. Just as
they pushed off, the mui'aheddi n noticed
the aluminum boxes holding Chopper's
A-Bombs. "What that?" he asked.

Chopper spokequickly. "Video
equipment," hesaid. "Weare making an
Amu Daryamovie, for Americantelevi-
son."

The chieftain grinned. "' Open box.
PutmeonTV."

Chopper made no movetoward the
metal cases. Instead, he zipped open his
drybag and pulled out hiseight millime-
ter mini-cam. Hepointedit at the chief.
"Smile," he said, and pushed the button.
Theredlight cameon. Thechief fired
hisrifle, galloped hishorsedown the
beachand returned. "You send tape. To
me. No Beta. VHS.”

Chaopper thought, thisiscrazy, he

Guidelines for Gontributors

Theeditorial staff o American
Whitewater carefully reviewsall mate-
rial submitted for publication. Weare

articularly interested in receivingfull
engthfeaturearticles, conservationand
club news, special event announcements,
articlespertaining to whitewater safety
and short, humorous pieces.

Articlesshouldfit our established
format; that is, they should be stylisti-
cally pattered tofit into our Features,
AWA Briefs, ConservationCurrents,
Safety Lines, Humor or End Notessec-
tions. Exceptional photographsand
whitewater cartoonsare also welcomed.

If possiblearticles shoul d be submit-
ted using Wordperfectona51/4" single
sidedflexibledisc. Pleaseusethe stan-
dard Wordperfectdefault settings; do not
alter the margin or spacing parameters.
If you useadifferent word processing
programand/ or smaller disks, send us
oneanyway... we may beabletotransfer
ittoour files. Senda printed copy o the
article, aswdll.

Those without accessto aword pro-
cessor may submit their articlestyped.
Please doublespace.

Photos may be submitted asdlides,
black or white printsor color prints.
Keepyour originals and send us dupli-
catesif possible; we can not guarantee
the safereturn of your pictures. If you

want usto return your pictures,include
asdf addressed stampedenvelopewith
%our submission. Becausewe publishin

lack and white, photoswithalot of con-
trast work best.

American Whitewater Featurear-
ticlesshould relate to someaspect of
whitewater boating. Pleasedo not submit
articles pertaining to sea kayakingor
flatwater. The best features havea defi-
niteslant... or theme. Theyare not
merely chronological recountingsadf
river trips.

Open thestory withan eye catching

lead, perhapsby tellingan interesting an-

ecdote. Diaogueshould beusedto
heightenthereader's interest. Don't just
tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
peopleon theriver... developthemas
characters. Featurearticlesshould not
bewritten in the styledf alocal club
newsl etter.
If you are writing about acommonl

Paddled river, your story should betol

romaunique perspective. Articles
about difficult, infrequently paddied or
exoticriversare given specia consider-
ation. But wearealsointerestedin well
written, unusual articles pertainingto
classirand IV riversaswel. Feature
stories do not haveto be about a specific
river. Articlesabout paddlingtech-
niaues. theriver environmentand river

has no VCR, hedoesn't even haveedec-
tricity. But humor him, anythingto keep
hismind off those boxes. "What's your
address?" he asked.

“Ikhmad Ben Zitzitz. AWA. Box 2552,
Kabul."

“AWA?” Chopper asked.

" Afghan Whitewater Affiliation.
Now paddle, or | shoot you."

"We're out of here." said Chopper,
shovingtheloaded raft into the current
andleapingin, ontopof aBomb. Asthe
raft gained speedin the current he
glanced back at the shore, where hehad
abandoned his beloved kayak with the
rest of theexpedition's hard boats. The
guerrillachief wasin hisboat, doing
ﬁracti cerolls. Nearby wasDimitri, on

isfeet. He had onearm freeand was
pointingat theraft, then gesturing at the
mujaheddin. They stood around him,
some with handson the hilts of their
knives, otherstggc?i ngtheir beards, eyes
narrow with greed.

Dimitri wascuttingadeal.

personalitiesare also accepted. Pieces
that incorporate humor are especialy
welcome. Open boatingand raftingsto-
ries are welcome.

Don't beafraid tolet ggur personality
shinethrough and don't be afraid to poke
alittlefunat yoursdf... and your padF-JO
dling partners.

Profanity should be used only wheniit
is absolutely necessary to effectively tell
astory; it isnot our intent to intention-
aly offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check all factscareful Iyérpar-
ticularly thoseregardingindividuals,
government agenciesand corporations
involvedin river accessand environmen-
tal matters. You areleﬁally responsible
for the accuracy of such material. Make
sure names are spelled correctly and
river gradientsand distancesare cor-
rectly calculated.

rticleswill beedited at the discre-
tion of the editorstofit our format,
length and style. Expect to seechanges
inyour article,

The AmericanWhitewater Affiliation
isnon-profit; the editors and contributors
to American Whitewater are not reim-
bursed. Onrare occasions, by prear-
rangement, professional writersreceive
asmall honorarium when they submit
stories at our request. Generally, our
contributors do not expect payment,
sincemost are membersaf the AWA,
whichisayvolunteer conservationand
safety organi zation.
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Two Birds with One Stone:

lawyersand afew inner tubes(please be
sureto remove theinner tubes after test-
ing). If welaunchS0lawyersand 0 d
them are"missing" we can extrapolate

River Rating Quandaryand  iipasssimmics.

Dear Editor:

| have been followi ré%the recent
american whitewater debate regarding
river classification with great interest.
Charlie Walbridgeand Joe Greiner make
someexcellent points; our present system
isnot perfect and it opensthe door to mis
interpretation and resulting accidents. It
isclear that the whitewater community
needsa consistent and universal classifi-
cation system that will be useful to boat-
erseverywhere.

Asl seeit, the greatest problem with
the International Scaled River Difficulty
seemsto bethelevel of subjectivity that
hasgoneinto thecurrent ratings. 1t oc-
curred to methat atruly useful system
would eliminate differences of opinion
and iron out regional differencesaswell.
Initialy, | thought devising such a?/s-
tem wasa real mind-bender and | didn't
think it could bedone. Then, whilst sit-
ting in an eddy this past weekend, | had
aninspiration. Pleasealow me to submit
my draft version of The Whitewater Law-
yer Class  cation System (WLCS).

TheWhitewater Lawyer system
gaugesthe difficulty of rapids by deter-
mining how many lawyersareunable to
successfully negotiate adrop. Using
agreed upon percentages, a statistically
significant number of lawyers could be
placed on inner tubes and launched above
any dropinquestion. At the bottom of
the drop the percentage of dead or miss:
ing lawyers could easily be calculated.
Worki r;%backwardsfrom the percentages
inthetable, adefinitive classrating
could be established. Withan empirical
systemliketheonel propose, actual, 'real
life" measurements could be taken and
recorded; setting a definitiveand incon-
trovertible scale.

_Lawyer Surplus Resolved

| know that this classification system
islikely to generatealot of controversy.
After all, let'ssay that alawyer isheld
under by a squirt boater asopposed to
drowning from amore natural cause-
likean undercut rock. Shouldthat law-
yer beincluded inthe calculations?

But before we haveany knee-jerk re-
actions, let's consider the advantages
carefully. First, | believeit islesssubjec-
tive than our current system. Second,
each test would produce two numbers, a
traditional Class| through VI number
and an actual WLCS percentage number,
thussimplifying thetransition from the
old system tothe new. Third, sincethe
WLCSscaleisbased on 100, not 6, it can
be tuned 16.67 timesfiner than our tradi-
tional scale (Goahead, check it on é/our
calculator). Finaly, | also believea
newer, hipper system would be more
readily digestible by the MT'V genera
tion. And since | am a mindless member
o that generation, | find that prospect
particularly appealing. . .asl've beenre-
Eeatedly told, the public school system

asleft menearly retarded and | don't
work well with difficult, abstract con-
cepts . .. what'sabig wave?

Let'sexamine how my system would
crack sometough, real lifedilemmasin
our current system. Althoughlron Ring
on the Upper Gauley iscommonly con-
sidered aClassV drop, itisinclear vio-
lation of asignificant ClassV criterium,
notably that a ClassV rapid should be
‘extremely long. A number of expert
boaters have also suggestedthat itisa
mere ClassIII/IV drop with ClassV con-
sequences.

Rather than argue about details, the
wholematter could be put to rest with 50

The Whitewater Lawyer Classification System

Class | I il m | v vV \

% of 2% '10% 30% | "51% = 75% _{ areater than

missing 100%**

lawyers ———
The lawyer |cryandsue | andcryand  cry and probably be  most definitely be
would.. cry and sue, [ i most

dead certainly
whine

l— ——— | Derdead)
Note: thdse mortality rales are much hIQhEF%n the notmal human pol:ulation would Juffer. This is

because other people on the river, upon discovering that the swimmer was a lawyer, might push him

or her them away from the shore or perhaps hold t

hem under for a sustained period of time.

** Shore-bound lawyers are often accidentally knocked into Class M rapids by excited spectators,

paradoxically raising the score above 100%.

1fi
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Working backwardson the table we
wouldfind that the 80th percentileis
most closely aligned with ClassV. End of
argument.

Of courseit should be noted that
|arge samples will produce better results;
50 lawyerswill produce moreaccurate re-
SL!HSt an 10, and 100 would be better
still.

| would alsoliketo point out that this

stem will help toiron out theregiona

ifferencesthat have surfaced inour
present system. It iswidely recognized
that lawyersin the Southeast, for ex-
ample, areasdespicableaslawyersin the
Northwest or Northeast. We can safely
assumethat they swimthe sameaswell
(Please see my previously published
work, "Onthe Inverse Relationship Be
tween Bald Face Lying and Swimming",
April 194 issued Scienize m azine?.
Thiswould providefor the much desired
regional consistency lacking inour cur-
rent system.

| sure hopethat youfind my proposal
useful. | am real eager to makea signifi-
cant contribution to the paddling commu-
nity and | think thismight beit. With
such alarge supply available, | think
there are enough lawyers around to be
ginanimmediate, large-scale, reclassifi-
cation project. Intheunlikely event that
wewereto run out of lawyers, say while
splitting hairsin an extensivetesting en-
vironment likethe Narrowsof the Green,
we might turnto surplus politicians. But
then again, all the hot air might give
them extra buoyancy and make them cat-
egoricaly unfit for such testing. What do
you think?

Sincerely,

Ernest Ezis _
Pittsburgh, PA

PS Theonla/ other classification sys
tem | can think of isthat each boater
would take thetimetolearn enough
about riversand her/his own abilit

that, by standing on the shore and deter-
mining thelevel of skill necessary tosuc-
cessfully negotiate adrop (thismight be
caIIed"scoutin%" or something), she/he
might actually beable to determine
whether she/he should paddie or wak
each rapid encountered. But that seems

crazy.

PPS Don't use PopeBarrow, hell goof
up thecurve.

Editor's note: After monthsd being
tormented by the 0.J. trial, I'm surea lot
d boaterswould be happy tothrow
Marcia, Johnnieand F. Lee into the soup.




M ohawk Canoes

World leader in Short Whitewater Playboats
Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971

97.000CanoesBilt Since 1964
VHITEWATER PLAYBOAT DESIGNS...Below are drawings
af cross sections through the center of a Mohawk Viper, Probe and our
*L series. Note the differencein flared angles. Where the bottom and,

sithe of the canoe mect, (he Viper has o sharp chine or edge. This edge
cnables the paddier to carve turns and to judge the l.I"lI‘."l]'rﬂ'ﬂ:IJ' lean,
Howewer, it can catch cross currents and flp a bosier who s pol used &
the edge. Also, when side surfing. the Viper is “grabbier™ than the

SAVE 309%

I]FEI'IT But for many paddl ers we believe the Probe is a more forgiving |
r paddling needs better. without giving up the

qwck accelerationand turning of the Viper.
As you can see from the center cross section, the Probe has
_smmoreflare than the Viper. Thisisaccomplishedby Iowering point A one
imch and mokine the boar one Inch wider at this milmis The tuck-in

NEW BOATS raioove point A alows for a narrow gunwale width and a pocket for your!

e PROBE.] — ! ) i i
4 . RODEO- PROBE 1211 _: hand _The extrtlameflare (more than any other wpl‘taN?terlplayboat).

chartat right for prices& specs) bottom that makes upstream moves, ferriesand getting on surfing waver:
surprisingly essy. In summary, the Probe is a performance boat that is

i =1 user-friendly.
I PROBE 11.12 & 12:%\Vipe-like performance, yet extremely user | ' Lz

All Mohawk whitewater playboats have symmetrical hulls

_[friendly, Dry, agile and quick to accelerate. Spinson adimeand diph | | “Vhy? Becauss, if pro Wr;I ciesigner()i aghey will hoidw aferry Imgteumd

into the smallest eddys. Yet they easily hold a ferry angle and trac. | rack as well or bat%%w%a%ﬁwetrical boat. Back surfing, back

i :rpnsmgly well. Dﬁt?ﬂeatlrenlirlfflahre.d tI he:"d&&l thel Prolbesl :;a’ | erries, side surfing and spins will all be easier and smoother In the
-Eyour weight and/or paddling skill. The paddlers who own these boats |~ YMMetrical boat becausebothendsreact in thesame way.

PADDGLER: Versmon Keinh PHOTOGRAFPHER: Bobly Hal

rave about their performance. This is a playboat you may NeVerT I e e R e
outgrow. rocker 4-112 & 5". $577.50ea3 | .A._}l }i

RPN O AFNEWSSROTIET piay DOAL 10T TOUCos dalil BT CIcohRs: INCVE
have enders been so easy. Spin in the hole - Surf on the wave - Grab = 1

asmallereddy. 166" WOW!

“"VIPER 11 & 12,..Dry, quick and agile. The choice of steep creekers,T ~ MOST WHITEWATER MOHAWK MOHAWK '
daomracersand rodeo competitors. A winner if you can handlethe edge. PLAYBOATS (XL’S) VIPERS PROBES
rocker #-172" & 5"

WINNER 1993WORLD RODEO (1st 2nd & 3rd) Thedifferenceisin the FLARE
WINNER 1993/94 OCOEE RODEOS ¥ fast high performanceboats with outstandingfina stability
WINNER 1994 OTTAWA RIVER RODEO
¥ nlayhiol Tewmew  Tiverou | evae | i | wancary | worreiel | e | saemoey |
_Ehas all of the hot performancefestures of the Probe 12 in alarger boat. | ] ||
| A great boat for those tandem paddierslooking for extra performance™ TR T —ass | 165  42Lbs 4 :
| The Probe 14 can be factory outfitted in a three position, tWoO POSiti ON ... iiiikbimtebifimele?s” | 55 4555 _ROYALE 25 I 3577

155" 49 LBS OYALE.

who prefer alonger boat. Asa solo boat, it's soquickmdeabytospin ! TROBL LI v ] e | i R i | wma
you think you'reJdn a much shorter boat. length 142" beam @ qunwale | | jis | s | s BoYALEY | e | i
AREDT pockerd™ 0000000000 = e = = | vl TS | we | sues | woviiey | sl | SATIE |
_FXLI3..Dry, stable, user-friendly. A Mohawk cla$|c Good for rEm 1 L r ey | i) ) i
begmners and large paddlers. 1t is till a favorite of many paddlers. . [2L1 133 | 30ualue1S5" | S6LBS | ROYALEX | $840
“Trocker 3' o D2 il s -
= II : [T . ‘ &E RS M faire -
e FOT targe paddiers dern pushdlsngy It com be o I Tandemor Solo +Pricesdo not includefreight :
- two position outfitting for tandem paddling or three position for both —
| tandemand solo paddling. rocker 3" hWH I TEWATER QUTFITTING...Whitewater playboatsare
' XL15...A tandem whitewater boat and favorite of outfitters, schools | | | valablefully outfitied ancready to padidie. Thisoutfittingincludes

or anyone doing tripping or playing on whitewater rivers. Available | wiws e

bare, with web seats, with kneeling thwarts or foam saddle (2 or 3
_:_position). rocker 3'

m E E 963 COUNTY ROAD 427N 1995: Our 31t year
LONGWOOD FL 32750 under the same ownership and management

407-834-3233 ~ PHONE 97,000 Canoesbuilt since 1964
407-834-0292  FAX
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