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The pending sale of 101,000 acres of private timberland by SDS Lumber Company in 
Washington and Oregon represents an urgent, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to conserve this 
vast landscape for wildlife, climate, recreation, and local communities. These lands include 
portions of the White Salmon, Little White Salmon, Klickitat, and Hood river’s watersheds, 
and also important whitewater access points including for the Farmlands reach (pictured). 
American Whitewater is engaged with leaders in the local paddling community, conservation 
groups, and land trusts to prevent the conversion and fragmentation of this landscape that 
could occur with a sale.
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RIVER STEWARDSHIP: 
AN INTEGRATED APPROACH
Our mission: “To conserve and restore America’s 
whitewater resources and to enhance opportunities 
to enjoy them safely,” is actively pursued through our 
conservation, access, safety and education efforts 
under the umbrella of River Stewardship. The only 
national organization representing the interest of  
all whitewater paddlers, American Whitewater is the 
national voice for thousands of individual whitewater 
enthusiasts, as well as over 100 local paddling  
club affiliates.

AW’s River Stewardship program adheres to the four 
tenets of our mission statement:

CONSERVATION: AW’s professional staff works 
closely with volunteers and partner organizations 
to protect the ecological and scenic values of all 
whitewater rivers. These goals are accomplished 

through direct participation in public decision-making 
processes, grassroots advocacy, coalition building, 
empowerment of volunteers, public outreach and 
education, and, when necessary, legal action.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public access to 
whitewater rivers pursuant to the guidelines 
published in its official Access Policy, AW arranges for 
river access through private lands by negotiation or 
purchase, seeks to protect the right of public passage 
on all rivers and streams navigable by kayak or canoe, 
encourages equitable and responsible management 
of whitewater rivers on public lands, and works with 
government agencies and other river users to achieve 
these goals.

SAFETY: AW promotes paddling safely, publishes 
reports on whitewater accidents, maintains a uniform 
national ranking system for whitewater rivers (the 
International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and 
publishes and disseminates the internationally-
recognized American Whitewater Safety Code.

EDUCATION: AW shares information with 
the general public and the paddling community 
regarding whitewater rivers, as well as river 
recreation, conservation, access, and safety. This is 
accomplished through our bi-monthly AW Journal, a 
monthly e-news, americanwhitewater.org, paddling 
events, educational events, and through direct 
communication with the press.

Together, AW staff, members, volunteers, and affiliate 
clubs can achieve our goals of conserving, protecting 
and restoring America’s whitewater resources 
and enhancing opportunities to safely enjoy these 
wonderful rivers.

AW was incorporated under Missouri nonprofit 
corporation laws in 1961 and maintains its principal 
mailing address at PO Box 1540, Cullowhee, NC 
28723; phone 1-866-BOAT-4-AW (1-866-262-8429). 
AW is tax exempt under Section 501 (c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Service.
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SUMMER IS HERE and it seems that everyone is eager to 
regain their footing and put the last year and a half behind 
them. One of the most common questions I get in my role 

of executive director is, “How is American Whitewater doing?” 
In this issue of the American Whitewater Journal we lay it out 
for you in our Annual Report. Make no mistake, last year was a 
challenge none of us saw coming. Even though our staff has been 
working remotely for the last 15-plus years, the way we work as 
a team and with partners changed significantly. The good news 
is we were able to adapt and stay highly productive. Sure, Zoom 
ruled the online meeting space and other digital tools took on 
new meaning, but the core of our stewardship work did not suffer; 
in fact, it flourished.

What the last year and a half showed us is how much Ameri-
cans value their public lands and rivers, and that access to these 
special places brings joy, family and friend connection, and inner 
peace. All these attributes gained from being outside and on a 
river are important to how we see ourselves in a complex and in-
terconnected world. At the core of the American Whitewater Riv-
er Stewardship Program is the understanding that conservation 
and healthy human-powered outdoor recreation are mutually 
dependent. Whitewater paddlers appreciate natural landscapes, 
and these treasured resources need conservation-oriented pad-
dlers to help preserve and protect them.

What is surprising about last year is how successful it’s been for 
river stewardship. We achieved major milestones on our priority 
campaigns like the passage of the Great American Outdoors Act. 
This Act included two major components: the permanent fund-
ing of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) at $900 
million per year (this fund has been instrumental in establishing 
river access points nationwide), and providing $9.5 billion over 
five years to address the maintenance backlog on public lands 
and rivers. I have personally been involved in funding efforts 
for LWCF going back 20 years (since before I started working 
for American Whitewater). The program is based on the simple 
notion of using revenues from the depletion of one natural re-
source—offshore oil and gas—to support the conservation of 
other precious resources—our land and water. With the passage 
of this Act, every year $900 million in royalties paid by energy 
companies drilling for offshore oil and gas will be set aside to 
support conservation and recreation projects.

Americans have shown up and expressed their support for rivers 
and public lands in a big way. We are now moving ahead to take 
full advantage of that newfound awareness and push forward on 
additional legislation that is before the Congress. The Protecting 
America’s Wilderness Act includes more than 1,000 miles of new 
Wild and Scenic rivers and over 1.5 million acres of new wilder-
ness. We are optimistic that, with the support of the whitewater  
 

 
paddling community and our partners in the outdoor recreation 
space, we can pass this bill into law.

We do this work with a lean administrative model; 87% of every 
dollar we receive goes directly to our river stewardship work. In 
addition, American Whitewater has received 11 straight Four-
Star ratings (highest) from Charity Navigator (only the top 2% of 
charities receive that many consecutive Four-Star ratings). Your 
support plays a vital role in protecting and restoring the special 
rivers you love. It’s been one crazy, upside-down year-and-a-half, 
but river stewardship continues full speed ahead.

Take care of rivers and paddling will take care of you,
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ON A HOT, still day in late May 2016, our team set off on 
a trip that had been two years in the making. The grant- 
funded, 16-day expedition would carry us along the 

last free-flowing watershed in New Mexico, the Gila River. Our 
packrafts would serve us well for the varied 87 miles of trails 
and water.

Our group of four college students, including Nina Lunstrom, 
Mollie Podmoore, Caleb Cofsky, and myself, were driven to pursue 
adventure in the Gila Wilderness because this wild river was in 
danger. The Gila River Diversion Project, a proposal to dam the 
Gila River, had been threatening the watershed since 2004, with 
$16 million already spent on developmental stages. 

The thought of navigating the wild Gila by packraft, for perhaps 
the last time, captivated us. But more motivating was the hope 
that our experience in the wild could slow the dam proposal 
momentum. Perhaps our stories would join the countless others 
shared by stewards of this special place, articulating the value 
of the greater Gila ecosystem and catalyzing some measure  
of protection. 

It was certainly frustrating that this river was under threat; 
technically, the Gila Wilderness is considered the very first 
designated wilderness in America. The Forest Service set aside 
the 577,000 acres as wilderness a full 40 years before the National 
Wilderness Act passed in 1964. It’s a real example of how, without 
rigorous levels of protection afforded through legislation like the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, even land and rivers that have been 
protected in the past are vulnerable to power grabs that are not 
in the interest of local communities.

My first days in the Gila Wilderness, I could feel it had been 
untamed for a long time. The early, clear sunlight beamed me into 
what felt like another country as we approached the trailhead. As 
we began to hike, the ponderosa pines and rounded river stones 
designed new memories for me, their architecture guided by new 
smell and sight, intriguing and raw.

I wondered why this place seemed to have a secret. 

My lack of experience with the enchanting New Mexican landscape 
accounted for a part of this reaction. But another part was that 
we were deep in designated wilderness, where the absence of 
disturbance was halting, and the stillness, loud. For those 16 
days, we were young river dwellers, exploring a wild river to 
learn through adventure and beauty outside of school. While 
our funding depended on an extensive trip plan, we knew we 
couldn’t eliminate nature’s variability. Fire season had started 
early in 2016, and I remember having to read wind and terrain 
to avoid nearby burns. We met dynamic challenges that you just 
don’t see in a classroom. I find value in that still.  

Navigating along Turkey Feather Creek and then into our packrafts 
for the larger Gila River drainage, we travelled through time and 
space slowly. Rolling storm clouds drew us deep into our little 
bodies. Each cup of tea we brewed signaled another day of finding 
our way through the wild. We struggled to imagine a diverted Gila 
River, and felt sorrow over the possibility of losing this powerful 
river and the wilderness it supports. 

While in 2016 a threatened Gila River drew us in, now, five years 
later, the major cause of that threat, the Gila River Diversion 
Project, has crumbled. This spring marked the end of an era. 
In April 2021, Governor Lujan Grisham signed House Bill 200, 
which effectively ended the Diversion Project. Then in May, the 
Interstate Stream Commission voted to completely defund the 
New Mexico entity of the Central Arizona Project, the group 
tasked with implementing the Diversion Project. Even still, the 
Gila River communities rise to defend in perpetuity their source 
of livelihood, pleasure, and environmental health, continuing their 
unrelenting push for a Wild and Scenic designation. 

THE TIME IS NOW TO PERMANENTLY 
PROTECT NEW MEXICO’S LAST FREE-

FLOWING WATERSHED
______

By Kathryn Jacaruso and Kestrel Kunz

____________________________

Opposite Top: Navigating the Gila River in 2016
PHOTO BY CALEB COFSKY
Opposite Bottom: Gila River scenery
PHOTO BY CALEB COFSKY
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Since 1968, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act has prioritized the defense of threatened rivers throughout the United States. Even with 
over 13,000 miles of free-flowing rivers protected under the Act, each designation is unique and built from the ground up by local 
stakeholders that all have a common interest in safeguarding their river for future generations. 

After years of community-led groundwork, the bill to incorporate the Gila River into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was 
originally introduced in the 116th congress early in 2020, and now must be introduced again. The time is ripe and we must act now 
to protect the Gila. 

Fortunately, the Gila River and its tributaries nourish a diverse group of local stakeholders that is ready to protect what it finds valuable 
within the watershed. Free-flowing, the Gila is a dynamic and powerful resource. The anglers, hikers, business owners, veterans, 
landowners, ranchers, paddlers—those who’ve been in and around the river for a lifetime—and us, the next generation, all agree.

Upon exiting the Gila Wilderness, and after buying canned margaritas and beginning our long drive home, a wave of sad disorientation 
surged through my body. It was clear that I had quickly started to love the Gila, and was now grieving the loss of the pure mornings 
in the pine needles and slow bends of the velvet river. 

Having invested that time and energy into one area, our group observed that threatened rivers require some of the same healing 
remedies as humans under threat: attention, time investment, allocated resources, nourishment, and love. Safeguarding our beloved 
river systems gives us a chance to provide that treatment to the watersheds we value deeply.

Successful Wild and Scenic designations across the country demand an increasingly wide coalition of stakeholders. The Gila River 
has found this broad swath of support through a diversity of local stakeholders who have a common goal of keeping the Gila pristine 
and undeveloped. The personal stories, creative work, and public expressions of appreciation, like the Gila River Festival, all provide 
a life force to the movement. Grateful for the memories and lessons from our unique journey along the Gila River, we know now is 
the time to engage with folks who value the Gila River for reasons that differ from our own. I am guessing we will find some common 
ground among the enchantment of the singing birds and the clear, rippling water.

STEWARDSHIP

The spirit of the Gila is as Wild and Scenic as the 
canyon it flows through.
PHOTO BY CALEB COFSKY





The new agreement on the Mongaup River serves 
the needs of many different stakeholder groups, 
while also increasing annual whitewater releases!
PHOTO BY JOHN SCELBA
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WHITEWATER BOATERS, ANGLERS, lakefront property 
owners, and state and federal agencies joined the 
power company to reach a settlement agreement in 

the relicensing of three hydropower dams and storage reservoirs 
on the Mongaup River in New York. The settlement agreement 
ushered in a new era of collaboration among a diverse group of 
stakeholders whose interests often clash in federal hydropower 
dam licensing.

The Mongaup River is among the most important rivers for 
paddlers in the New York City metro area. Located near Port Jervis, 
scarcely more than a 90-minute drive from the City, the Mongaup 
is a popular river reach providing paddlers with a continuous 
Class II/III series of waves and playboat features between the Rio 
powerhouse and the Delaware River. The current FERC license 
requires 15 scheduled releases annually at different flow levels, 
each appealing to paddlers of different abilities.

Over the past four years, American Whitewater joined affiliate 
clubs Appalachian Mountain Club and Kayak and Canoe Club 
of New York to advocate for expanded whitewater boating 
opportunities. Last month, our organizations finalized the 
settlement agreement that will double whitewater releases 
from 15 to 30 releases annually, increase flows during scheduled 
releases, provide two days of advance notification of planned 
generation, allow greater flexibility in scheduling creating an 
opportunity for a river festival, and provide flow in the “dryway” 
section below the dam during some scheduled releases.

MONGAUP RIVER (NY) SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT A MODEL OF COLLABORATION

______

By Bob Nasdor

STEWARDSHIP

____________________________

Above: Paddlers love the playful Mongaup River, well 
within reach of New York City.
PHOTO BY MARK ZAKUTANSKY



Mongaup River whitewater and scenery.
PHOTO BY TANYA ANN DIAS
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The challenge in all hydropower dam relicensings is reaching 
a consensus among stakeholder groups and agencies with 
potentially competing interests and wishes for the limited 
water availability. Lakefront property owners seek to limit 
water releases to preserve lake levels and limit reservoir water 
fluctuation; anglers and resource agencies seek to increase 
conservation flows to maximize aquatic habitat and improve 
water quality; paddlers seek to maximize scheduled releases 
that provide optimal whitewater boating opportunities; power 
companies seek to maximize their flexibility to generate power 
at times when electricity prices are highest. On many rivers, 
the challenge of reaching consensus among stakeholders 
is compounded by the presence of federal or state-listed 
endangered species and fish passage and spawning needs. All 
of these interests came into play in the Mongaup relicensing, 
making the agreement among these interests all the  
more remarkable.

Beyond improvements to whitewater boating opportunities 
on the Mongaup, the  settlement agreement will result in the 
removal of Black Brook Dam, a decommissioned hydropower 
dam that fragments river connectivity. Lake levels used by 
lakefront property owners will be maintained throughout the 
recreational boating season. Water quality and minimum flows 
will be maintained in project-bypassed reaches. Federally-
listed Dwarf Wedgemussel in the Delaware River will be 
protected and impacts on the Wild and Scenic portion of the 
Delaware will be minimized.

Credit for the Settlement  Agreement goes to all of the 
participants who worked to protect, mitigate, and enhance 
both their primary use, but also recognize and support other 
groups and agencies throughout the process. We are grateful 
to all the groups involved, particularly our affiliates AMC and 
KCCNY. Our hope is that this agreement will be a model for 
cooperation in future relicensings in the region.



a responsibility code
for river runners

• Consider impacts to gateway communities • Consider impacts on other paddlers • Drive 
slowly • Park in designated areas • Respect closures • Be friendly and represent the 

whitewater community positively • Appreciate cultural resources but leave undisturbed

PADDLE RESPECTFUL

• Check weather and flow conditions • Check 
for closures and river regulations • Know your 
ability and your group’s ability • Understand 
surrounding landscape and escape routes
• Research existing hazards, portages and 

critical features

PADDLE AWARE

• Plan ahead • Consult existing 
beta • Understand International Scale of 

River Di�culty and your chosen river’s rating 
• Carry proper equipment including medical kit, 

spare paddle and emergency food/layers

PADDLE PREPARED

PADDLE SAFE
• Wear your PFD • Carry a throw rope, 

knife and other safety gear • Practice safe 
river running technique • Set safety where

appropriate • Take a swiftwater rescue course 
• Practice whitewater rescue skills regularly

Lorem ipsum

• Leave no trace • Always be a river
steward • Use existing access areas, trails 

and campsites • Pack it in • Pack it out • Use 
restroom facilities or bring your own 

waste disposal • Be aware of and 
remove micro-trash

PADDLE NO TRACE

• Paddle within your ability • Keep your skills 
sharp • Communicate with your team on 
the river • Think for yourself • Don’t let bad 

decisions compound • Go big, but 
come home safe

PADDLE SMART

PADDLE INCLUSIVE
• Share it • Everyone with the proper 

skillset is welcome • Find a mentor • Be 
a mentor • Acknowledge indigenous 
stewardship and land • Be a positive

part of the community
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In Washington State last year, we successfully defeated an ill-conceived 
eff ort by the State legislature to impose a state-mandated paddler educati on 

program and to address pandemic related closures at river access sites.
 White Salmon River, WA | Photo by Evan Staff ord

2020



Last year was a year like no other that started with a great deal 
of uncertainty. The American Whitewater team had to rally and 
adjust to a new pandemic reality, even something as basic as 
running a shuttle required a rethink as to what was acceptable 
risk in a pandemic era. Yet, we managed to grow our base 
of support even in the face of having to move our in-person 
events to a virtual format. As we move forward, there is a sense 
of optimism for what the future holds, a future that includes 
robust protections for wild rivers. It’s become clear over the 
last year that Americans love their public lands and rivers. If 
there has been a silver lining to the pandemic it is the value 
Americans place on their ability to get outside and find solace 
in nature and on rivers. That urge to be outdoors and in nature 
has helped many of us find balance in challenging situations. 
Plus, it’s made clear that protecting public lands and rivers, and 
their access, are the bipartisan issues of our time.

With Zoom events becoming the new normal, the American 
Whitewater team dug in and took on a major overhaul of 
membership management systems with the goal of being able 
to communicate with our community more efficiently. These 
efforts are paying off as we increased both our dues paying 
membership and engagement rates. Our engagement rate to 
policy makers (those are your email comments to lawmakers) 
increased three-fold last year. This demonstrates our 
community’s ability to lean forward and provide meaningful 
input on policy issues that impact rivers we all love.

It’s been a trying year, with a global pandemic impacting our 
families and social justice issues challenging our communities. 
As an organization, our members and leaders support 

Mark Singleton
Executive Director

Chris Neuenschwander
President, Board of Directors

each other and are willing to learn and grow, even during the 
most difficult times. We’re on a river stewardship journey and 
recognize that the future of stewardship requires a constituency 
that is representative of future demographics for stewardship to 
remain relevant.

There’s a lot of talk these days of returning to “normal,” we all look 
forward to its arrival. We’re on the right path but not out of the 
woods yet, and the team at American Whitewater is committed 
to something better than “normal” that is more forward thinking. 
As hard as last year was, it provided the opportunity to reimagine 
the ways we achieve our goals and we made significant strides 
in our river stewardship program as outlined in the following 
pages of this report. The sudden unexpected appearance of the 
pandemic shows us how little we know about what’s to come. 
That sudden appearance also taught us how important it is to 
adapt quickly and pivot as unforeseen situations arise. We’ve 
managed to make those adjustments, thanks to strong support 
from membership, and we are a better version of ourselves for 
doing so.

See you in the next eddy,

Members and Fellow Paddlers,
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and 

Enjoyment
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Wilson Creek (NC)New Stream Gage:

Oregon Waterway Access Bill (HB 2835),

Great American Outdoors Act
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Wild and 
Scenic

Your Support 
is Our Fuel

6,326 (50,000+ supporters)Members:

91Affiliate clubs:

1954Membership Driven River Stewardship since

$1.9 Billion per year for restoration and    
     maintenance of public lands and rivers

$900 Million every year for the Land and Water   
           Conservation Fund
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Last year the Great American Outdoors Act was signed into law, providing 
$9.5 billion to address the maintenance backlog on federally managed 
public lands and fulfilling a long sought goal for American Whitewater 
of permanent full funding for the Land and Water Conservation  Fund 
(LWCF). Our community stood alongside us and pushed hard for the 
passage of this legislation and we’re now focused on using the fund to 
invest in the enhancement of river access and recreational facilities. We 
were also leaders in the effort to secure passage of legislation with over 
a thousand miles of Wild and Scenic designations and millions of acres 
of protections for some of the most storied whitewater landscapes 
in the West, including the Grand Canyon (AZ), the Dolores (CO), the 
Olympic Peninsula (WA), and several whitewater rich watersheds in 
California (Trinity Alps, Central Coast, San Gabriels). The Protecting 
America’s Wilderness Act (PAWA) was attached to the National Defense 
Authorization Act in December and passed in the House, but ultimately 
was not successful, when the Senate decided to pull the public lands 
provisions out of the final bill. This legislation however is now well 
positioned for action in 2021 and we continue to advocate on numerous 
fronts for it to become law. 

In 2020, American Whitewater pushed to responsibly maintain fl ows and 
access for numerous rivers in California, including the Pit River. 

| Photo by Trevor Croft 

American Whitewater worked closely in 2020 with the local community to 
make sure a new permit for the Upper Yough improved the release schedule for 
whitewater boaters.  | Photo by Evan Staff ord

Mid-Atlantic

New permits for dams offer both risks and opportunities, and in 2020 
American Whitewater helped local paddlers make improvements in 
the new permit for Upper Youghiogheny releases. In addition American 
Whitewater worked with local paddlers to improve paddler access in 
several state and county parks, provided access at several access sites 
that the organization owns or helps manage, and continued our role in 
scheduling releases on the Savage River, North Branch Potomac, and 
on the New River Dries where we recently negotiated flow restoration.



In 2020, aft er years of advocacy we secured a new USGS stream gage on 
Wilson Creek. | Photo by Dennis Huntley

Aft er over a decade of advocacy by American Whitewater, the Upper 
Colorado River Wild and Scenic Alternati ve Management Plan (AMP) was 

fi nalized and formally accepted in 2020. | Photo by Evan Staff ord

Northern Rockies

Our crowning achievement in the region in 2020 was the introduction 
of the Montana Headwaters Legacy Act, which would designate 17 
new Wild and Scenic Rivers north of Yellowstone National Park. This 
bill was carefully crafted based on a decade of outreach by American 
Whitewater and our partners and has a bright future. Also in Montana, 
our work contributed to interim protections for a total of 52 streams 
deemed potential Wild and Scenic Rivers in new management plans 
for the Helena Lewis and Clark and Custer Gallatin national forests. 
Our work was more defensive in Idaho, where we pushed back on 
a proposal to mine the headwaters of the South Fork of the Salmon 
River, and on a precedent setting attempt by the Forest Service to avoid 
protecting 89 streams in the Lochsa River region in a forthcoming new 
management plan. The good news is that paddlers spoke up in record 
numbers on behalf of these rivers in response to our action alerts. 

Northeast

The COVID pandemic presented challenges for northeast paddlers 
resulting in cancelled whitewater releases and access closures. 
American Whitewater worked to quickly restore access including 
reopening Bulls Bridge on the Housatonic in Connecticut where 
the closure eliminated important boating opportunities and had a 
disparate impact on diverse river users. Our work on hydropower dam 
relicensing continued, including a successful whitewater boating study 
on a new river reach on West Canada Creek in New York. On other 
rivers in the region, we worked to finalize the Settlement Agreement 
on the Mongaup River in New York and continued our advocacy efforts 

on a dozen other hydropower dams in the northeast. 
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California

In California, American Whitewater spent a hectic year navigating class 
V issues including closures due to the pandemic and unprecedented 
wildfires. We were successful in opening access to several rivers where 
closures were not justified and we continue to advocate for a better 
approach that avoids closures of our rivers on  National Forests. We 
worked collaboratively with counties, state and federal agencies, and 
utilities to responsibly address scheduled recreational releases during 
the pandemic. Taking our lead from the local community and county 
health guidelines, American Whitewater advocated for flows and access 
on the South Fork American River, Fordyce Creek, Mokelumne River, 
Pit River and the North Fork Feather River. We submitted over 1,000 
email comments protesting proposed changes to water diversions that 

would impact over 50 miles of whitewater on the South Fork American 
River. As a result, El Dorado Irrigation District put a hold on the 
diversion proposal and committed to hydrologic modeling to measure 
impacts to the watershed. We joined Outdoor Alliance California as 
steering committee members of the Sustainable Outdoor Recreation 
Collaborative (SORC), a roundtable working with the U.S. Forest Service 
Region 5 to promote collaborative action and shared stewardship of 
sustainable outdoor recreation.  

Pacifi c Northwest 

As in many areas of the country, we struggled with how best to 
respond to pandemic related closures at recreation sites. We worked 
with regional leaders to re-open recreational opportunities and were 
among the leaders to establish the Recreate Responsibly Coalition. 
The coalition spread nationally and we expect it will continue on 
in future service as a forum for more effective partnerships and 
improved communication among user groups and managers. With 
robust engagement from our volunteers, we successfully defeated 
an ill-conceived effort by the Washington State legislature to impose 
a state-mandated paddler education program. On the Nooksack River 
we were pleased to see the Nooksack Dam finally removed after three 
decades of engagement. Now that the dam has been removed, we 
will be working to permanently protect the river from future dams or 
water development projects. We continued efforts to support removal 
of the Klamath Dams while ensuring that a future vision for a restored 
river includes accommodations for recreation. We led an effort to 
better understand instream flow needs for recreation there and found 
spectacular opportunities in Ward’s Canyon, a segment currently 
dewatered by the hydroelectric project. 

The Boulder River is one of over 50 outstanding streams in Montana that 
American Whitewater sought protecti on for in 2015. Photo by Evan Staff ord

American Whitewater worked with a local and nati onal coaliti on to support 
the development and introducti on of M.H. Dutch Salmon Greater Gila Wild 
and Scenic River Act in 2020. | Photo by Evan Staff ord

American Whitewater led an eff ort to defi ne recreati on fl ow needs on the 
Klamath River in California, as we conti nued to support the push for the 
removal of fi ve dams along the river in 2020. | Photo by Thomas O’Keefe
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In 2020, American Whitewater collected and submitt ed over 
3,000 comments objecti ng to a proposal to mine the headwaters of the 

South Fork of the Salmon River, ID.| Photo by Zach Collier

In 2020, American Whitewater conducted a successful whitewater boati ng 
study on West Canada Creek in New York State. | Photo by Rob Griffi  ths

Southern Rockies 

After 12 years of hard work, the Upper Colorado River Wild and Scenic 
Alternative Management Plan (AMP) was finalized and formally accepted 
by the Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service to protect and 
enhance its flow related values. Values like recreational boating of the 
Upper Colorado River between Kremmling and No Name in Colorado. 
Ensuring collaborative and cooperative management was the goal for 
AMP. Because of the trust built amongst the diverse stakeholders, the 
plan provides avenues and tools for the protection and enhancement 
of the Upper Colorado, outside the scope of a federal Wild and Scenic 
designation. Along with our conservation partners, American Whitewater 
also initiated a process to designate high quality streams as Outstanding 
Waters to protect them from any degradation. The streams are in the 
Gunnison, San Juan and Dolores River basins and include paddling 
destinations like Escalante Creek. 

In New Mexico, Senators Udall and Heinrich announced the introduction 
of the M.H. Dutch Salmon Greater Gila Wild and Scenic River Act. The Act, 
officially introduced on May 8, 2020, would protect over 440 miles of free-
flowing rivers and streams in the Gila and San Francisco watersheds.

Southeast

Building on the designation of Soak Creek, the first new Tennessee State 
Scenic River in 17 years, in 2020 American Whitewater supported and 
celebrated additional State Scenic River designations for Piney River, 
Little Piney River, and Duskin Creek. On North Carolina’s Nantahala Pisgah 
National Forest we worked with a diverse collaborative group to advocate 
for a new final management plan that includes expanded river protections 
and improved recreation management. The draft plan, which we reviewed 
in 2020, proposes to increase the number of protected potential Wild 
and Scenic Rivers from 10 to 19. An outgrowth of this collaborative work 

was shepherding an ever-growing movement to secure Congressional 
Wild and Scenic designation for the Nolichucky River. In North Carolina’s 
high country American Whitewater also celebrated a new put in for the 
Watauga Gorge that we contributed to, and a new USGS stream gage on 
Wilson Creek that we secured funding for and commissioned. 



Revenue Unrestricted Temporarily 
Restricted Total 2020 Total 2019

PUBLIC SUPPORT

Membership dues  $ 518,525  $ 518,525  $ 419,713 

Grants  $ 52,909  $ 621,034  $ 673,943  $ 540,932 

Contributions  $ 341,405   $ 56,263  $ 397,668  $ 448,867 

Sponsorships/Corp Programs  $ 124,062  $ 124,062  $ 109,633 

Events    $ 151,184 

In-Kind Contributions  $ 58,096  $ 58,096  $ 58,346 

Products  $ 14,077  $ 14,077  $ 24,754  

Advertising  $ 650  $ 650  $ 4,176 

Investment Gains/(losses)   $ 6,918  $ 6,918  $ 40,704 

Interest & Dividends  $ 1,671  $ 4,498  $ 6,169  $ 14,398  

Misc. Income  $ 1,065  $ 1,065  $ 1,013 

Net Assets Released from Restriction  $ 733,723  $ (733,723)  

Total Support and Revenue  $ 1,846,183  $ (45,010)  $ 1,801,173  $ 1,813,720  

EXPENSES

Program Services:

Total Program Services  $ 1,510,135   $ 1,510,135 $ 1,355,681  

SUPPORTING SERVICES

General & Administrative  $ 198,144    $ 198,144  $ 210,129 

Fundraising  $ 14,905   $ 14,905  $ 103,453 

Total Supporting Services  $ 213,049    $ 213,049  $ 313,582 

Total Expenses  $ 1,723,184  $ 1,723,184  $ 1,669,263 

Total Change in Net Assets  $ 122,999  $ (45,010)  $ 77,989  $ 144,457 

2020 Statement of Activities

22.1% 

37.4% 

6.9% 
3.2% 

28.8% 
28.8% Membership Dues.4% Investment Gains/(Losses)

6.9% Sponsorships/Corp Program

3.2% In-Kind Contributions

0% Events

22.1% Contributions

              0.8% Products

> 1%    Investment Gains/(Losses)

> 1%    Interest & Dividends

> 1%    Misc. Income

37.4% Grants

2020 REVENUE SOURCES



2011 Statement of ActivitiesAssets 2020 2019
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash  $ 863,567  $ 961,542 

Accounts Receivable  $ 7,739  $ 59,937 

Grants Receivable  $ 33,633  $ 30,714 

Investments  $ 924,707  $ 624,442 

Prepaid Expenses  $ 35,255  $ 24,987 

Intangible Assets  $ 5,004  

Inventory  $ 14,408  $ 8,100 

Total Current Assets  $ 1,884,313  $ 1,709,722 

LONG-TERM ASSETS

Lands held for protection  $ 58,317  $ 58,317 

Computer equipment, net  $ 96,484  $ 16,178 

Total Long-Term Assets  $ 154,801  $ 74,495 

Total Assets  $ 2,039,114  $ 1,784,217 

  Liabilities & Fund Balances 2020 2019
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable  $ 34,110  $ 19,641 

Note Payable  $ 171,700  

Deferred Revenues  $ 185,925  $ 199,436 

Payroll Liabilities  $ 48,382  $ 44,132 

Total Current Liabilities  $ 440,117  $ 263,209 

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted Net Assets  $ 1,217,430  $ 1,094,431 

Restricted Net Assets  $ 381,567  $ 426,577 

Total Net Assets  $ 1,598,997  $ 1,521,008 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $ 2,039,114  $ 1,784,217 

2020 Statement of Financial Position

Fundraising

General & Administrative

Program Services

1% 

11%

88% 
11% 

1% 

88% 

2020 FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
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2020 Honor Roll

INDUSTRY PARTNERS

Class V – $20,000+
KEEN Footwear Inc.
New Belgium Brewing/Fat Tire
REI

Class IV – $15,000
Kayak Session
NRS

Class III – $10,000
AIRE Inc.
Kokatat

Class II – $7,500
Down River Equipment
NPFF
Salesforce Marketi ng Cloud

Boof – $5,000
Alpacka Raft 
Badfi sh
California Canoe & Kayak
Dagger
French Broad River Festi val
Hala
Immersion Research
Jackson Kayak
Liquidlogic
Northwest Raft ing Company
Nantahala Outdoor Center
OARS
Orion
Pyranha

Rocky Mountain Raft s
Watershed
Werner Paddles
Yakima

Wave – $2,500
Float Apparel
Forever Our Rivers
Get:Outdoors Paddlesports
Jack’s Plasti c Welding
Mountain Buzz
Paddling Life
Renezvous River Sports
Sierra Rescue
Sweet Protecti on

Eddy – $1,000
Astral Buoyancy Co.
Mahoney’s Outf itt ers
Kayak Academy
Klean Kanteen
Mind Body Paddle
Next Adventure
River Runners
Universal Joint
Utah Whitewater Gear

IN KIND DONATIONS

Pro Bono Contributions
Andrew Althage
Matt  Anger 
Center for Environmental Law and 
Policy
Dill Dill Carr Stonbraker & Hutchings, PC
Kaplan Kirsch Rockwell
Pacifi c Atlas
Ryan Groth/CPU Soft ware
Tarrant, Gillies & Richardson
Western Environmental Law Center
Water and Power Law Group PC
Chili Bar Services

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 

$100,000+
Anonymous

Barry Adams

Rich and Stephanie 
Bowers

Bob Brewer and 
Jonna Hussey

Thomas J. Christopher

Melissa and 
Joe Driver

Kent Ford

Jennie Goldberg

Joseph Greiner

Christopher Hest

Chris Hipgrave

Dennis and 
Ginny Huntley

Brian and Maria 
Jacobson

Seth Kallman

Karl and Jo 
Ann Koenig

David Mason

Megi Morishita

Carol Nelson and 
Douglas Wallower

Douglas Pineo

Norwood Scott

Peter N. Skinner

Peter Stekel
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*Giving levels are recorded at dollar levels, Honor Roll includes members, special donations, and organizational giving.

$10,000+
Wild Hog
Laura Lundgren
Kevin Melvin
Greg Widroe

$5,000+
Alp Can
Christopher Hest and Louie Abad
Susan Moore and Bill Joerger
patagonia.com
Jim Silavent
Charlie and Sandy Walbridge

$2,500+
Peter R. Bernstein
Alan Bressler
Brian and Caroline Green
Sarah and Austi n Krissoff 
Caroline Laroche and Jakob Uecker
Megi Morishita
Nati onal Paddling Film Festi val
Ruff  Wear, Inc.
Lee Rust
Neal and Brooke Sandford
Patricia Schiff erle and Bob Gilliom
Shred Ready
Phil Trunnell
Debbie and Kirk Weir

$1,000+
JAmongsti t/Green Race Conservati on 
Project
Thomas Beisel
Pete Bellande
Davis Benfi eld
Brian Bivens
John Bonn
Rich and Stephanie Bowers
Hunter Branstett er
Charles Bray
Barbara H. Brock
Macy, Amanda, Azalea, and Wylie 
Burnham-Marusich
Angela and Christi an Chabot
Keith Beck and Hedy Chung
Ed Clerke
Terry and Lesley Conning
James and Kristi e Cross
Bryan Cunitz

Chris Daly
Matt  Deacon
Downing and Paul Denison
Phil and Mary DeRiemer
Dawn Dow and Kenneth Ferguson
Graham and Terri Fitt er
Robert and Andrea Forster
David Fosdick
Michelle R. Francesco
Joel E. Freedman
Joshua Gaff ney
Sean and Mary Gallivan
Albert Garcia
Edward Gertler
Jennie Goldberg and Peter Stekel
Robert Harris and Jody Schaeff er
Gwen and Howard Goodkin
Andy Grizzell
Lucian Hand
Cedar Lochsa Harvey
Andy, AJ, and Skye Held
Jack Henderson
George Hodges, Jr.
Anne Pagano and Luke Hopkins
Ann Hopkinson
Rick Hudson
Ice Man Championship
Integral Consulti ng Inc
John Gitt  Charitable Fund
Kayak Academy
Phillip Keck
Keel-Haulers Canoe Club
Matt  and Nicole Leblanc
George Lindemann
Douglas and Marie Liu
Maguire Inc
Marilyne Marchand-Gouin
Huston McMillan
Mountain Whitewater
R Scott  Murray
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Mark Neitenbach
Benjamin Orkin
Aaron and Tamsen Pruzan
Juniper Ridge
River Runners Inc
Rocky Mountain Raft s
Mark Scantlebury and Audrey Bergsma
Eric and Tera Schreiber
Richard Seagraves
Don Sessions
Amy Shipman

James Sneeringer
Michael Stevi
Michelle and Bryan Stewart
Collin Swan
Jennifer Taylor
The McDaniel Fund
Charles Thornton
Barry and Kitt y Tuscano
David E. Vann
Mike Ward
Washington Kayak Club
Ryan Waterhouse
Harrison and Brooks Whitt en
Dock Williams
Chloe Wonnell
Carter and Wendy Wray

$500+
Raoul W. Adamchak
Richard Ernie Anderson
Glen Armstrong
David Asbell
James Barrett 
Thomas Beisel
Lee Belknap
Craig Bell
Kiran Bhageshpur
Joe Booth
Anne Brindle
Kristi ne Champion
Kyle Clark
Pat Contor
Terry C. Davis
Alley Fontenot
Jason Fortner
Michelle R. Francesco
Ryan Frye
Mike Galbreath
Albert Garcia
James C. Good
Matt hew Goodwin
Whitney Goodwin
Greer Gunby
Lucian Hand
Philip Helentjaris
Adam Herzog
Jason Hladik
Cordell Hollingsworth
Maury Hull
Brian and Maria Jacobson
Jody Jett 
Paul Jeziorowski



2020 Honor Roll
John and PulviaJade Cartwright
Ezra Thomas Jones
Anne Kibler
Kai Kinder
Chas Lemley
Jace Lieberman
Geoff rey Marti n
Gregg Marti n
Mikenzie Matt eson and Asa Dalton
Gharett  Meng
Chris Metheny
April Montgomery
Robert Moore
Marie-Louise and Miles Murphy
Jerod Nowicki
McKay and John Nutt 
Preston Oakes
Anne and John Olden
Charlie Patel
Thomas Pinckney III
Jessica Price
Mark Przybysz
Jim Reed
Rick Richards
Hugh Robinson
Jeff  Robinson
Lisa Ronald
Gary and Belinda Sanda
Robert Scanlon
David Scott 
Don Sessions
Joseph R. Shaeff er
Jason JJ Shepherd
Mark Singleton
Ellison Smith
Keith Stagg
Loren Starcher
Susan Stover
Tim Thornton
Edward and Ann Travis
Chris Tulley
Tributary Whitewater Tours LLC
Richard Volkman
Pete Wallstrom
Mike Ward
Susan Welch
Matt hew Weldon
Moe Witschard and Marlene Renwyck
Kim Wright

$250+
Kim Abney
Jim Addington
Irene Agosti ni
Robin Ahrens
Jerry and June Albright
Thomas Allen
Zachary Allin
John Arthur
David M. Ashley
Dwight and Gayle Aspinwall
Steve Austi n
Danny Bacheldor
Jim Beall
Teresa Beynart
Gwen Bezard
Stewart Birmingham
Joseph B. Bogaard
Geoff  Bolan
Matt  Booth
Jayson Bowerman
Hugh Boyd
Paul and Laurie Brager
Michael Braun
Bob Brewer and Jonna Hussey
John Brower
Chandra Brown
Gordon Brown, Jr
Dennis and Karen Buccella
Jason Burton
Matt  Butcher and Liz Pennisi
Matt hew Caldwell
Karlee Cashel
Alexander Chamas
Ross and Tara Cherry
Ava Christensen
Mike Cimonetti  
Jennifer Clark
Chris Connolly
Sean Cook
Bob and Linda Cooley
Julian Cooper
Dan Corn
John Coronella
Rex Dalrymple
David Dalthorp
Matt hew Davidson
Kirsten A. Davis
James Deehan
Delaware Paddlesports
Jeff  DeMaine

Dante DiOrio
Jim Dobbins
Alex Dodge
Robert Douglas
Scott  Driscoll
Lars Edvardsen
Dan Efseaff 
Paul Egbert
Ruth Eipper
Bill Elliott 
Paul Englehart
Kirby Erdely
Mark Esposito
Carlos Fernandez-Touzon
Seth Fitzsimmons
David H. Fleming
Dave Focardi
Steven Foy
Brad and Dede Fuller
John Garcia
Bob Gedekoh
Gavin Glore
Tami Goetz
Rorie Lin Gotham
Denise and Scott  Gravatt 
Bryan Grosshans
Rachel Haber
David Haines
Hunter Hamm
Carl Hampe
Jacob Hansen
Chris Harjes
Jeff rey Hatcher
Joshua J. Hicks
Brian Hill
Tom Hillman
Justi n Hines
Michael Hodge
Liz Hoekwater
Janice Hogrefe and Jim Roeger
Eric Holden
Kenneth P. Holmes
Arwyn Hood
David House
Fred Huey III
Edward P. Hughes
Paul R. Hummel
Allie Hutt o
David Jackson
Taylor Jacovich
Paul Janda and Dana King
Lalita Jaroenchonwanit
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Robin Jones
Jeff  Joswig-Jones
Tyler Judson
Joe Karman
Carl Keaney
Michael Keverline
Jeff  Killian
Helge and Laurieann Klockow
Jamie Knight
Joe Koelsch
Jennifer Koermer and Andrew Douglas
David Konigsberg
Clinton Koontz
Jon Kretzler
Kenneth Layton
Matt hew LeBeau
Kendall Lee
Peter and Anita Ligon
Kevin Lovett 
John Luck
Peter J. Lusardi
Toby MacDermott 
Brian Madsen
Robert Martelli
Daniel Marti n
Preston Mayfi eld
John McClenny
Kurt McKissick
Bill McKnight
John McLaughlin
Traff ord McRae
Ingrid Meszoely
Noah Metzler
John Michnick
Mike Lee Architect
Zachary Mildon
Jonathan and Amber Miller
Matt hew Mitchell
Christopher Moczydlowski
Kevin Murphy
Bradley Nichols
Erik Nugteren
Ocoee Inn Raft ing Inc
John O’Leary
Brian O’Neill
Jim Ott o
Landon Overfi eld
Bethany Overfi eld
William Owens
Paul Padyk
Jeff rey Paine
Tom Palmer

Daniel Patsiga
Jay Perrett e
Matt hew Peterson
Robert Peterson
Amanda Petrack-Zunich
Dan Philbrick
William “B.J.” Phillips
George Plater
Frank Preston
Benjamin Pursley
Jake Rakowski
Tom Rapp
Hayden Reich
Paul Reilly
Adam Reymann
Sean Richards
Michael Robards
Stan Robinson
Rocco Russo
Mike Ryan and Linda Joyce
Casey Sande
Mark Sanders
Paul Saueracker
Greg and Dawn Schackel
Susan Scheufele and Greg Smith
William Schultze
Nathan Scott 
Scott  Shepherd
Ben Shortledge
Taft  Sibley
Daniel Siger
Nathan Silsbee
Scott  Silvester
Don Simmon
Mowry Smith
Kari Sortland
Wesley Soward
Geoff  Steeves
Jessie Stone
George Strickland
Joe Stubbs
Whitney and Kate Sunderland
Tracy and Jan Tackett 
Steve Taylor
Chris Tellis
Lee Timmons
Andrew N. dela Torre
Christopher Tracy
Tom Tremblay
Boo Turner
Teresa Tweed
Robert C. Tyler

Bruce Van Wagner
Val Videgain
Joshua Wall
Anne Walsh
Jacob Weiss
Tom and Suzanne Welander
Winston Welch
David Welsh
Cory West
Bob White
Susan and Karl Wigdal
Jenny Wiley
David Wood
Thomas and Christi na Wood
Morgan Wright
Robert Yager
Will Yeiser
Marguerite Young
Fred Zacherl
Aaron Zett ler-Mann
Dave Zinn

$125+
4CRS
Nick Abrams
Jerome Adams
Tarkio Kayak Adventures
Endless River Adventures
Denali Raft  Adventures
William Aguilar
Jeff  Alkema
Matt hew Allegrett o
Shannon Allen
John Allen
Gray Allen
Mark Allison
Lindsay Amundson
Kent Anderson
Charles M. Anderson
Scott  Anderson
Reid Anderson
Ryan Anderson
John Andrechak
Thomas Andros
Mark Aprile
Michael Aquilino
Mark Ariniello
Margaret Arthur
Adam Atchley
Peter Atkins
Adam Att arian
Jordan Bach
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Dieter Backwinkel
Mark E. Baier
Russell Bailey
Patrick Baird
Ryan Baker
Scott  Baker
Jane Bales
Tami Bannister
Michael Bannister
Gordon Bare
Erin and Art Barket
Kerrie Lee Barloga
Matt hew Barnes
Walt Barnett 
John Barney
Lillian Good and Keith Barraclough
Jocelyn Barrett 
Jim Barrett 
Ian Barrett 
Phil Bartels
Joshua Barza
Adam Bass
Dave Bassage
Lesley Bates
Robyn Batt aile
Andy Baumer
James Baummer
Yvonne Bealer
Craig Beasley
Brian Beaulaurier
Todd Beck
Cliff  Beck
Jon Becker
Mary Beckman
Marti n Beebee
Shane Benedict
Tom and Doris Berdeen
Christoph Berenott o
Tom Beres
Susan and William Beresford
David J. Berg
Allison Berndtson
Paul Bicknell
Randy Bigbee
Andy Billmeyer
Brian Binge
Adam Black
Nicholas Blake
Micah Bland
Scott  and Jennifer A. Blankenfeld
Michael Blashford
Marc Bleicher

Steven Bletsch
Bruce Lessels and Karen Blom
Cameron Bohle
Daniel Boisvert
Thomas Bond
Andrew Bonnarens
David Bookstaver
Nick Borelli
Alex Borichevsky
Nicholas Borror
Scott  Bortree
Connor Boschert
Phil Boudreau
Ed Bourguignon
Andrew Brachle
Dave and Liz Bradford
Scott  Brame
Brant Brantley
Abraham Bray
Michael Brayton
Patrick A. Brennaman
Brad Brewer
Andrea Bridgeman
Jon Brommeland
Kevin Bronson
Richard Brooks
Campbell Brown
Wes Brown
Ross Brown
Kerry Brown
Cameron Brown
Chris Lambiott e and Rebecca Brown
Charles Brown
Jenn Brunson
Mark Bulriss
Kathy Bunton
Rick Burchfi eld
Brian Burger
Luke Burke
Jack Burton
Nadia Burton
Regan Byrd
James Byrd
Tom Byrne
Christopher Caff rey
Anthony Cagino
Steve Caldwell
Robert Caldwell
Erin Calfee
Geoff rey Calhoun
Peter Calhoun
Stephen Miller and Margaret Callcott 

Robert Campbell
William and Anna Campbell
Peter Campot
Eliot Cannon
Raymond Capone
Bob Card
Christopher Cardoni
Bozo Cardozo
Robert Carey
Shelly Carlos
Chris Carr
Daniel Carroll
Ben Carter
John Carter
Peter Cassebeer
Janna Caughron
Sarah Caza
Jeff  Sarsfi eld and Antonia Chadwick
Marsh Chamberlain
Jackie Chandler
Damien Charles
John W. Chastain
Victoria Chemistruck
Stephen Chesnell
Brian Chisholm
Joe Cholka
Matt hew Chrestman
Derek Churchill
Adam Churchill
Ryan Clark
Jeff  Clement
Brian Cobb
North Creek Raft ing Company
Sadie Conrad
Phil Cook
Ted Cookson
Ben Copithorn
Steven and Barbara Corsi
David Cotti  ngham
Dodge Cott le
Dan Cramer
Michael D. Crane
Brad Creel
Roy Crimmins
William Croft 
Brenden Cronin
Vance Cross
Taylor Crump
Regina Cunningham
Sarah Cunningham
Idamay Curti s
Channing Dale
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Glenn Daly
Tom and Maria Daniel
Scott  Darby
Meera Lynn Datt a
Sandra K. David
Adam Davies
Gardner Davis
Craik Davis
Mitch Davis
Jeff rey J. Dean
Nom Deavers
Laura DeCicco
John W. Dennis
Sarah Dentoni
Brent Denys
Anthony DeRiggi
Charles DeRosa
Peter Desloge
Sean Devine
Levi Dexel
Jerry Diamondstein
James Dickhoner
Sydney Dickinson
Richard and Tamra Dickinson
Tom Diegel
Ryan Diehl
Joe Dietrich
Nick Dietz
Elizabeth Tarr and Calvin Diller
Jamie Dolan
Paul D. Wilson and Mary Donchez
Warren Donnelly
Quinn Donnelly
Stacy Dorian
Stephen Dorick
David Dorsch
Wade Dougherty
Jacob Drimer
James Duesenberry
Bob Duff ner
Charles Duff y
Jimmy Duncan
Kristi e Dunham
Susan Dunlap
Larry and Christi ne Dunn
Bill Durr
Juan Van der Dys
Scott  Eaker
Christopher Ebbs
Randy Ebersole
Brian Ebel
Charles Ebel

Michael Edmiston
Christopher Edmonds
Michelle Edwards
Evan Eichorn
Michael Elger
Don Ellis
Gunnar Ellsmore
Sandra Elverud
Bernard Engelman
Phillip Englert
Doug English
Stephen Ertel
Jared Espley
Chuck and Lola Estes
Byron Eubanks
Dave Evans
Tom Evans
Dirk Fabian
Chris Fairchild
Steve and Anne Scarborough Family
Peter Farmelo
Ryan and Jennifer Farris
John Fast
Brian Felse
Charles Ferguson
Duncan Lockhart Ferguson
Steve Fetrow
Charles Field
Russell Findley
George L.P. Fitz
Joseph Fitzgerald
Taylor Fletcher
Eugene Fletcher
Jennifer Flippin
Jim Foresman
Cindy and Stacey Fornstrom
Michael Frampton
Ross Frank
Derek Franz
Andrew Franzen
Adam Frey
Steven Frie
David Frierson
Kevin Fuhr
Caleb Fujimori
Lora and Alice Fulton
Robbie Fulton
JD Gaff ney
Marie Gaither
Ryan Galway
Peter and Kara Gandesbery
Derek Ganzenmuller

Riley Gardner
Justi n Gardner
Kevin Garvey
Timothy Garvin
Norm Gaume
Emily Gelb
Adam Genovese
Tony Gianfagna
Joseph Giglio
Nicholas Gilbert
Mike Gilchrist
Wes Prince and Karen Gill
James Gill
Pete A. Giordano
Susan and Robert Glanville
Stephen Glidden
Ken Goldberg
Michael Goldcamp
Jason Golden
Adam Goshorn
Stephen and Karen Gowins
Vern Graham
David Greenwald
Sam Gregory
Adam Griffi  n
Travis Griffi  th
Charles Grissom
John Guett er
Kristi n Gunckel
Craig Gunderson
James Gunnoe
Andrew Gunnoe
Richard Guti errez
Mark and Lara Gutt adauro
Trevor Haagenson
Veronica Haar
Peter Hackett 
Alan Hall
Spence Hall
James Haller
Hansel Halverson
Ann Halverson
Richard Hammond
Dave Hammond
Paul Hanafi n
Mara Hancock
Luke and Kimi Hanson
Dunbar Hardy
William Van Haren
Mike Harke
Geoff  Harkness
Susan Harley
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Harvey Harris
Eric Hartman
Eric Harvey
Alex Harvey
Todd Harville
Don Harwood
A David Hawkins
Michael Hayes
Janet Hayes
Carter Hearn
Oliver Heim
Andy Henrichs
James Hepburn
Jeff rey Herbst
David A. Herron
Steve Hill
Reid Hillis
Mike Hillis
Sollie Hirsch
Kevin Hisel
John Kulka and Betsy Hobkirk
Mike J. Hodgman
Ted Hofmann
Nikos Hollis
Ryan Holmes
David Holzer
Benjamin Holzman
William Horbatt 
Shane Horner
Greg Hoskins
Clayton Hoskins
Richard Housh
Matraca Hovatt er
West Howland
Lee Hughes
Gary Hull
Jim Hunter
Quay Hunter
Doug Hurst
Jeremy T. Hutchins
Ben Hymes
Thomas Pinckney II
Bernard Y. Calvert, III
Ernest Katz, III
Wiik Ingle
Robert and Charlott e Jackson
Michael Jacobs
Suzie Jacques
Ennis James
James Janney
Thomas Janzen
Jeff  Jarriel

Andrew Jillings
Luke Johnson
Haynes and Gina Johnson
Mark A. Johnson
Bo Johnson
Gary Johnson
Kyle Johnson
Charles Johnson
John Edward Jones
Peter Jons
Mark Jordan
Donna Jordan
Tyler Jose
Dan Jursnick
Grant Justi n
Jeff rey Kaes
Jeff ry Kahn
Barry Kalpinski
Ed and Grace Kane
Steve Kaplan
Richard Kark
Sara Karcz
Mike Kaufman
Darren Kazemi
Dave Kelley
Tim J. Kelley
Tim Kennedy
Willie Kern
Gary Kieft 
Chris Kiehl
Mark Kieran
James King
Matt  King
Brent Kinson
Matt hew Kirsch
Karl Kleiner
Doug Knapp
Fred Knapp
Bill Knowlton
Darryl R. Knudsen
Dennis Knueven
Michael Koch
Cindy Koerber
Joel Kohn
Natalie and Jeff  Koncz
Christopher Koppl
Paul Korbulic
Nick Kowalski
Larry Krall
Andrew Krammen
Kelly Kraus
Jules Krinsky

Michael Kross
John Kuhfahl
Timothy Kunin
Robert Kunz
Kestrel Kunz
Logan Kurkimilis
David A. Kurtz
Mark and Sharon Lacroix
Daniel Lagueux
Lark A. Lambert
Tim Laramore
Bob and Megan Larkin
Erik Larsen
Ryan Lawless
Michael Leal
Dave Leatherman
Kenneth Leiden
Trevyn Leighton
Ben LeTourneau
David Lew
Michael T. Lewis
Kyle Lisabeth
Sutt on Lloyd
Jon Loehrke
Garret Lofi ng
Michael Long
Whitney Lonsdale
Robert Looney
John K. Looze
Robert Lord
Mike Lorentz
Jake Love
Jim Low
Nathan Lowien
Scott  B. Lowry
Jennifer Lucas
Scott  Lyden
Casey Lynch
Scott  Mabel
Alexander Macaulay
Robert MacCarthy
Steve MacCleary
Bill MacFarlane
Laurie Maciag
Kate Starr and Melanie Starr MacInnis
Jim MacIntyre
Daniel Macken
Bryan and Brenda Mahoney
Peggy and David Mainer
David Malakoff 
Jerry Malloy
Bill Mandler
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Colin Hunt and Amy Marion
Alan Markert
Samantha Markovitz
Tom Marshall
Michael Marusich
Jared Mason-Gere
Curti s May
Michael Mayfi eld
Mike Mays
Jason McAllister
Tyler McAnelly
Patrick McCann
John McClester
David McConnell,
Daniel McCormick
Ricky McDaniel
Doug McDonald
David A. McGovern
Adam McGowen
Ryan McGrady
Joanne McGrew
Jeff rey McIntosh
Jon McKee
Benjamin McMichael
Dan McMillin
Steve McWilliams
Tony and Karen Mebane
Scott  Meininger
William P. Merrick
Steven Curti s Merrow
Eric and Carolyn Meyer
Frank Meyer
Jon Meyerson
Carol and Mike Meyhoefer
Jeff  Michael
Julian Michaels
George Michie
Tony Miely
Brenna Mileti ch
Marin Millar
Bennett  Miller
Brent Laubaugh and Kelly Miller
Syd Miller
Jason Miller
Travis Miller
David Millrod
Steven Mills
Peter Mills
Brad Milner
Joe Mollica
Andrew Monfee
Bennett  Monson

Dave Montemurro
Greg Moore
David Moore
Jeff  Moore
Sean Moran
Suzanna Morris
Marybeth Moscoso
Rory Mulvey
Christopher Muraski
Brian Mutchler
Logan Myers
Robert Nasdor
David Nassar
Ross Nayduch
Keil Neff 
Jeff  Neisler
David Nelson
Cuong T. Nguyen
Hank Ni
Bill Niemann
Paul Nolan
Mark Andrew Nolti mier
Burgess Norrgard
Nathan Ober
Ryan O’Connor
Cliff  O’Connor
Scott  Olafsen
Brian Olas
James Orofi no
Gregory O’Toole
Dan Ott 
Kurt Ott o
Lanson Oukrop
Dennis and Molly Overly
Lee A. Owen
Thomas Palka
Sarah Fennell and Matt  Parker
Kevin Parsons
Alan Pasnik
Sally Patrick
Daniel Patrinellis
Cindy and Richard Patrinellis
Russell H. Patt erson
Dave Paulk
Chris Paulo
Devon Pearse
Warren Pechan
Edgar Peck
Niko Peha
Dylan Penick
Dan Perka
Kurti s Perkins

Skyler Pester
Max Peters
Kurt Peterson
Sarah Petrillo
Alan Petti  ngill
David Petti  t
Harriet Phillips
Stephanie Phipps
Dylan Pierce
Randolph Pierce
John Pitf ield
Timothy Plaster
Tim Ploss
Hannah Pohlmann
Mark Poljak
Lane Polozola
Ken Porter-Shirley
Maxwell Posner
David Powell
O’Michael and Virginia Powers
Terry Pratt 
Benjamin Price
Stan Prichard
Isaac Priestley
Luther Propst
Leonard Prosnitz
Richard Pushkin
Scott  Puthoff 
Tom Quarles
Paul and Sarah Raff aeli
Doug Ragan
Andrew Rahn
Joseph Rand
Judith Ranelli
James Ratchford
Peter Ravikovitch
William Rawstron
Mitch Redfern
Kurt Reidinger
Ryan Reimers
Suzanne Remien
Jim Remington
Eli and Liana Ren
Samuel Reynolds
Anthony Reynolds
Marcus RhodenHill
Johnson Rice
Jeremy Rice
Len Rice
Craig A. Richter
Mark and Carol Jean Rickman
Jesse Ricord
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Shaun Riedinger
Kalon Riehle
Joe and Stephanie Riess
Kevin Riley
Liz Ritzenthaler
Rick Rizzolo
Mackie Roberts
Phillip Roberts
Helen Robertson
Gilberto Robles
Steve Rock
Craig Rodman
Kristi n Rodriguez
Mack L. Roebuck
Richard Roehner
Hollis Rogers
Adam Ross
Dona Ross
Patti   Rossie
Juliana Rowland
Jonathan Rugh
Steve Ruhle
Ronald Rupert
Chason Russell
Jonathan Ryan
Andrew T Ryan
Ken Ryan
Ernest Saeger
Corey Sameron
John Saunders
Erin Savage
Carrie Sawtell
Charlie Sawyer
Chris Scalisi
Joseph Scarborough
John Schauer
Paul Schelp
Aaron Schenk
Sharon Schierling
Tom Schiff 
Reid Schlack
Ryan Schmidt
Paul Schmitz
Pete Scholl
Cliff ord Schostal
Scott  Schreiner
Kurt Schroeder
Kurti s Schultz
Nikolene Schulz
Darren Schwehr
Timothy W. Scofi eld
Jeff  Seebach

Jimmy Sehon
Darius Semmens
Tom and Beth Sempti mphelter
Yolande Serra
Spin Shaff er
Scott  Shahverdian
Jesse Shapiro
Jonathan Shelby
Charles B. Sherwood
Dave Sibley
Douglas Sickle
Matt hew Simmons
Jim Simmons
Michael S. Simpson
Brian Sineath
Anne Singleton
Doug Sinor
Drs. Karen and Jim Small
David Smalley
Tucker Smelley
Topher Smith
Julia Smith
Randy Smith
Aaron Smith
Todd Smith
Chris Smith
Brent Smith
Jim Smith
Jason Snead
Hatti  e Johnson and Jonathan Snodgrass
Derek D. Snyder
David Snyder
Larry S. Sokol
Shannon Solomon
Michael South
James Sparks
Allen Speering
Jerry Spence
Buff y Spencer
Roby Spooner
Kendall Springer
Robert W. Springman
Jason Stachurski
Dave Stanley
Meryl Stark
Paul Steff y
David Steichen
John Steimke
Steven T. Steinberg
Jennifer Steinberg
David Stenger
Gary Stenger

Kate Stepan
Max Stevens
Charles Sti ll
Matt  Sti ne
Jennifer Stockwell
Edward Pett us and Amy Stout
Pat Strader
Ken and Fran Strickland
Justi n Sutt on
Matt hew Swaim
Douglas Swartz
Jon Swedenburg
Courtney Sweeney
Daniel Sweeney
Jeff  Swett 
Charles Szasz
Bill Szymanski
Michael Szymanski
Susan L. Taft 
Daniel Tanner
Mark Taratoot
Nathan Taylor
Matt hew Taylor
Kate and Bob Taylor
Steve L. Taylor
Stephen Tegtmeyer
Obe Tejada
Matt hew Terry
Ryan Tharp
John Thompson
Christopher Thorndike
Christi an Thrift 
Chris Tilghman
John Tillema
David and Maureen Timm
Gregory Timm
Patrick Toft 
Bryan Tooley
Rob Tosatt o
Elsa Toskey
Kaze Toyota
John Trembley
Darren Turner
Rex W. Unkefer
Jon Vick
Jimmy Vick
Butch Vision
Maria Viterisi
Mark Voorhees
Craig Waddell
Paul Wailand
Brad Walker
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Luke Walker
James Wallace
Susan Walls
Rodney E. Walters
Matt hew Walz
Cody Wasuta
Gregg Waterman
Craig Watt s
Robert Watt s
Gary Weatherford
Edward Roseboom and Donna Weber
Greg Weeter
Coy Wehunt
James Welch
Michael Welch
Joel Wenblad
Jim Wendling
Ben and Emily West
Ellie Wheat
Joe Wheatley
Chad White
David White
Dane White
Jody Whitehurst
David Wilcox
Christopher Wilcox
Steve Wilcox
Gayne and Ann Marie Williams
Ben Williams
Cameron Williams
Bruce L. Williams
Sarah Zapolsky and David Williams
Ed and Sondra Willobee
Peter Wilson
Michael Wilson
David J. H. Wilson
Ethan Winger
David Wire
Lindsey Wire
Cliff  Wire
Willy Witt 
Mike Wodzianski
AJ Wojtalik
Brett  Wolfe
Eric Wong
Matt  Wood
Tom Wooding
Austi n Woody
Mark Wray
Clay Wright
Gage Yager
Benjamin Yeamans
Philip Young

Andrew Young
Keith De Young
Jim and Patt y Young
Pat Younger
Michael Zimber
Tom Zimmerman
Christi na Zirkle
Peter Zurfl ieh

Foundations and Grants
Ajax Foundati on
American Express Foundati on
American’s Chariti es
Anne Kibler Charitable Gift  Trust
Anonymous
Aspinwall Family Fund
Bailey Family Foundati on
Bechhofer/Neave Family Fund
Beck Chung Charitable Fund
Bright Funds Foundati on
Bruce T. and Susan B. Brown Family 
Fund
Cambia Health Foundati on
Chabot Family Fund
Chariti es Aid Foundati on of America
Charity of Top
Charles and Margaret Clark Family 
Charitable Foundati on
Clif Bar Family Foundati on
Colina Foundati on
Community Foundati on of New Jersey
Community Foundati on of North 
Central Washington (Clement Jackson 
Donor Advised Fund )
Conservati on Alliance
Denison Family Foundati on
Dominion Energy Charitable Fund
Eisner/Shine Family Fund
Fidelity Charitable Giving Fund
Fonterra
Fuller Family Charitable Fund
George and Louise Thornton Charitable 
Foundati on
Harlan Blynn Charitable Fund
Hewlett 
J Rossi Charitable Fund
J. M. Huber Corporati on Shareholder 
Charitable Fund
John Gitt  Charitable Fund
Johnson & Louise H. Clark Charitable 
Foundati on
KB Charitable Fund

LeBlanc Family Fund
MacDonald-Peterson Foundati on
Mighty Arrow Foundati on
Murray Foundati on
Nantahala Outdoor Center 
Environmental and Humanitarian 
Endowment (North Carolina 
Community Foundati on)
Nati onal Philanthropic Trust
Network for Good
New Belgium Brewing
Northwest Fund for the Environment
Nutt  House Fund
O’Keefe Family Fund
Oscar David Asbell Fund
Outdoor Alliance
Pew Charitable Trusts
Pitkin County
Pruzan Foundati on
River Management Society
Sam & Peggy Grossman Family 
Foundati on
Schwab Charitable Fund
Seatt le Foundati on
Shwartz Family Foundati on
Strangler Family Foundati on
The Arches Foundati on
The Dolian Donor Advised Fund
The Hooter Fund II of The Oregon 
Community Foundati on
The McDaniel Fund
The Oregon Community Foundati on
The Rust Foundati on
The Ruth and Peter Metz Family 
Foundati on
U S Coast Guard
Upper Gunnison River Water 
Conservancy District
Vanguard Charitable
Walbridge Family Foundati on Inc.
Walton Family Foundati on
Winding Rivers Fund

Lifetime Members
Michael and Susan Abernathy
Russell Abney
David Ackerman
Milt Aitken
Charlie Albright
Dick (Jon) Almquist
Holly and Chase Ambler
Doug Ammons
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Jay Anderson
Leif and Natalie Anderson
Walt Andry
David Aries and Margot Sti les
Mike Aronoff 
ARTA River Trips
Brian M. Aubin
Brent Austi n
Stephen Bachelor
Sutt on Bacon, Jr
Chris Baggott 
Bess and Rod Baird
Colton Baker
Scott  P. Barnes
Jordana Barrack
Pope Barrow
Allison Barth
Kim Bates
Thomas Bauerschmidt Sweeney
Keith Beck and Heidi Chung
Steve Becker
Craig Bedard
Kemper Begley
Chris Bell
Roger E. Belson, MD
Davis Benfi eld
Suzanne Benson
Brian C. Berg
Julie Berg
William Bergstrasser
Alison Bermant
Peter R. Bernstein
Eric Bessett e
Ted Bilek
William J. Bishop
Brian Bivens
Alan Blado
Preston Blake
Scott  Blase
Tom Blue
Harlan Blynn
Leigh Boike
Patt y Bolden
John Bonn
Bruce Bordelon
Rich and Stephanie Bowers
Dave Bowman
Sandra Boynton
Steve Braddom
Larry Brammer
Hunter Branstett er
David Brauer
Charles Bray

Jeff rey Brennan
Alan Bressler
Charles Brewer
Brian Briant
Barbara H. Brock
Peter Bross
David Brown
Raymond Brugger
Elizabeth Buck
Ian Buckley and Debra Kadner
Mike Buechler
Paul and Laurie Bunce
Curti s and Buff y Burge
Macy, Amanda, Azalea, and Wylie 
Burnham-Marusich
Victoria Butler
Margaret R. Caldwell
Stewart Caldwell
Alp Can
Stephen Canale
Jason Carey
Bryan Carrington
Les Case
David and Mary Cernicek
Angela and Christi an Chabot
Charleston County Park & Recreati on 
Commission
Yvon and Malinda Chouinard
Thomas J. Christopher
Keith Beck and Hedy Chung
Ed Clark
Emerson J. Clauss, III
Ed Clerke
Jeff  Clewell
Chuck Cloninger
Cal Coetzee
Peter Coha
Christy Coleman
Trey Coleman
David Collins
Kim Collins
Morgan Colonel
Jordan Combs
Hope Concannon
Terry Conning
Terry and Lesley Conning
Gretchen Cornell
Jesse Costello-Good
Lora Cox
Kevin B. Coyne
Jon Crain
Adam Cramer and Jen McCadney
Thomas Cromarti e

James and Kristi e Cross
Joshua Crossman
Shannon Crosswhite
Robin and Triel Culver
Randy Cummings
Bryan Cunitz
Magdalena Dale
Chris Daly
Rebecca Dameron
Mike Daniel
Stephen H. Daniel
Lyle Danielson
Brent and Dawn Davis
Jennifer Davis
Andrew Davis
Christopher Dawson
Matt  Deacon
Rick Decker
Downing and Paul Denison
Lisa and Tad Dennis
Phil and Mary DeRiemer
Jack Ditt y
Andrew Dolian
Mary Dombey
Bryon Dorr
Patrick Dougherty
Stratf ord Douglas
Dawn Dow and Kenneth Ferguson
Jack and Barbara Doyle
Peter Dragon
Melissa and Joe Driver
Chip Duckett 
Phil Duff 
Scott  Duff ens
Kenneth H. Duncan
Todd Echan
Christi ne Eckel
Susan Eckerly and Terry O’Donnell
Robert Eckhardt
Ben Edson and Emily Mahowald
Anthony Edwards
Clint Edwards
Mike Eiseman
David Elliott 
Benjamin H. Ellis
Michael Elovitz
Ted Engelhardt
Donna K. Ennis
Enriched Learning Center / ELC 
Outdoors
Vann and Laura Evans
Stephen Fabrey
David Fallside
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Hermann Family
Mike Farrell
George M. Feinberg
Nathan Fey
Frank J. Fico
Bill Finger
Graham and Terri Fitt er
Charles Fiveash
Jacob Fleisher
Troy Fleisher
Ian Foley
David Ford
Kent Ford
Robert and Andrea Forster
David Fosdick
Terry Foxworth
Gary Franks
Stuart Fraser
Ken Frederick
Marilyn Freedberg
Joel E. Freedman
Allen Freeman
Michael French
Debbie Frye and James Fore
Mort Fuller and Sue Langfi tt  Fuller
Damon Gabriel
Nathan Galbreath
Sean and Mary Gallivan
John Gangemi
Holley and Brian Gardel
Ken Garrison
Bruce M. Genereaux
Bill Gentry
Ross George
Keith Gershon
Ken Gersten
Edward Gertler
Claire Gesalman
Steven J Getz
Ken Gfroerer
Ken Gfroerer and Aileen Lampman
Morgan and Elise Giddings
Nancy Gilbert
Brian Ginsberg
Paul Glasscock
Saul Gleser
David Glickerman
Jennie Goldberg
Jacob Goodkin
John C. Goodwin
George and Clarice Gordon
Karl and JoAnn Gordon
Shawn Graham

Gregory Grant and Paula Haynes
Brian and Caroline Green
Lee Green
Green River Adventures
Joni Greenberger
Anne Greer
Joseph Greiner
Keith Grieser
Shawn Griffi  n
Robbie Griffi  th and Jeff  Redding
Barry Grimes
Andy Grizzell
Mike Gunter
H. H. Hancock
Greg Hanlon
Robby G. Hansen
Alex Hanzlik-Green
James A. Hardee
Marc Harkness
Charles L. Harris
John B. Harris
Robert Harris and Jody Schaeff er
John Harvey
Peter Harvey
Cedar Lochsa Harvey
Ron Healy
David Carter Hearn
Francheska Hebden
Jacob Hedrick
Robert Heineman
Andy, AJ, and Skye Held
Alex and Charlene Hellman
Eric Henrickson
John Hereford
Alex Herr
Martha Herzog
Christopher Hest
Jason Hightower
David Hillman
George Hodges, Jr.
Todd Hoff man
Dan Hoheim
Andrew Holcombe
Paul Holmes
Ann Hopkinson
Jason Huber
Werner Rod Huck
Watt s Hudgens
Rick Hudson
Ben Huneycutt 
Thomas Hungar
Dennis and Ginny Huntley
Lester E. Hurrelbrink

Jon Irlbeck
Kristi ne and Eric Jackson
Nick and Kate Jacob
John Jamnback
John Jerger
Kevin St John
Jeff  and Susan Johnson
Brandon Jones
Charlott e T. Jones
Daniel Kanner
Stacy and Dale Karacostas
Eric Kaufmann
Joseph Keck
Phillip Keck
Jeff  Keim
Charles Keller
Stephen Kelly
Chris Kelly and Nanett e Laughrey
Jay P.K. Kenney
Dave Kersey
Patrick Kessler
Don Kiely
Jim Kilkenny
Leah Kindree
Earl King
Trip Kinney
Don and Nanci Kinser
Keith Kishiyama
Mike Klaiber
Hank M. Klausman
Nathaniel Klema
Cameron and Kerri Klinger
Scott  and Devan Koehn
Karl and Jo Ann Koenig
Chris and Caron Koll
Eric Kollwitz
Wendy Krause
Victor Kress and Dawn Meekhof
Bill Krissoff 
Sarah and Austi n Krissoff 
Austi n Kriz
Jack Krupnick
Bradley Kulbaba
Ken Kyser
Andy and Wendy Laakmann
Jeanne Langan
Troy Langley
Caroline Laroche and Jakob Uecker
John Lawson
Matt  and Nicole Leblanc
Gregory Lee
Marcus Lees
Brent Lehman
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Ann Lehr
Jeff rey R. Leighton
Debbie and Todd Leonard
Ben Levy
Kevin L. Lewis
Stephen Lex
Charles Ligocki
Kevin W. Lindberg
George Lindemann
Douglas and Marie Liu
Ron Lodders
Ben Loeffl  er
Frank Lorch
Tony Lunt
Tracy Luther
Brooks Lutt erloh
Mike and Michelle Mahaff ey
Greg Mallory
Marilyne Marchand-Gouin
Mimi Margulies
John Marshall
Nicholas Marti n
Robert and Debora Martz
David Mason
Ron Mastalski
Bill and Anne Masters
Ryan Masterson
Nick Mati sse
Graham Matt hews
David May
Bob McConachie
Michael McDonald
Mike McKay
Scott  McKay
Mark McKinstry
Janet McLaughlin and Kurt Konolige
Huston McMillan
Darin McQuoid
Kevin B. Melvin
Scott  and Patt y Mengel
Bob Metzger
Don and Audrey Millard
Steven Miller, MD
Robert Mingus
Brad Modesitt 
Daniel Mongno
Phil Montgomery
Joshua C. Moore
Susan Moore
Susan Moore and Bill Joerger
Pete Morey
Megi Morishita
Alex J. Morris

Arianne Morrison
Stephen Muck
R. Scott  Murray
R Scott  Murray
Timothy Narron
Mark Neitenbach
Chris Neuenschwander
Doug Nicholson
Eric Nies
George Noe
Karen and Ted Northup
Roger Nott 
Laura Nugent and Ian Bailey
Frank Ohrt
Thomas O’Keefe and Rie Yamazaki
Keith T. Oldham
Eing Ong
Benjamin Orkin
Philip O’Rourke
George Orr Jr
Tim Overland
James Oxford
Steven Pack
Anne Pagano and Luke Hopkins
Eric Panebaker
Janet and Dave Panebaker
Aida M. Parkinson
Bill and Donna Holmes Parks
Thomas Pasquarello
Nicholas B. Paumgarten
Tim and Annie Payne
Lee G. Van Pelt
James Pepin
Jeff  Perizzolo
Stephen Perkins
Benjamin and Melissa Peters
Roderick Peterson
Lance Petrack-Zunich
Don Piper
David Plott 
Patrick Polan
Rebecca Post
Chris Prangley
Andrea Price
Nick Pritchard
Aaron and Tamsen Pruzan
Joe Pulliam
Joe and Lucy Pulliam
Peter Quayle
Bill Queitzsch
Clift on Rabuff o
Justi n Rae
Pete Rainey

Chris Ramko
Morgan Randell
Ken and Emily Ransford
Mark Rasmus
Harrison Rea
Paul Reavley
Brett  Redfearn
Brian Reeder
Will Reeves
Robert Reiterman
Deborah Reyes
Timothy Reynolds
Eric Richardson
Lucas Rietmann
Dave Robey
Brian Robin
Barry Robinson
Corey Robinson
Stephen Robinson
Karl Rogers
Richard Rollins
Jesse Rosenzweig
Fred Ruddock
Eric Ruhl
Brett  Russell
Lee Rust
Roman Ryder
Tim Ryle
Lawton Salley
Chanchal Samanta and Deborah 
Reichert
Neal and Brooke Sandford
Mark Scantlebury and Audrey Bergsma
Jody Schaeff er
Arnold Schaeff er and Deborah 
Chandler
Patricia Schiff erle and Bob Gilliom
Johanna Schneider
Tom Schneller
Rick Schoen
Norwood Scott 
Mark Scriver
Roberta A. Scull
Leaf Seabrook
Richard Seagraves
David Seay
Chuck Seidler
Pat Sheridan
Ed Sherwood
Amy Shipman
Jim Silavent
Jim Sindelar
Tom Sitz
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Peter N. Skinner
Brady Sleeper
Edwin Smalley
Aulton Smith
Mike A. Smith
Stephen L. Smith
Thomas Smith
Chris Sneed
James Sneeringer
Keirith Snyder
Sean Snyder
Matt  Solomon
Marv Sowers and Amy Pearsall
Susan Spaniol
David Spiegel
Eli Spiegel
Joel Spiegel
Corey Spoores
Aaron Stabel
Kurt Stalnaker
Robert Stanley
Roger L. Starring
Mary E. Starzinski
Chris Stec
Dave Steindorf
Gordon Steindorf
Peter Stekel
John Stelianou
Sarah Stephenson
Michael Stevi
Michelle and Bryan Stewart
Jason Sti ngl
Edward Stockman
John Stow
Andrew Stuart
Dave Su
Alicia Sullivan
Mark Sullivan
Nicholas and Charlie Sutcliff e
Collin Swan
Michael Symonanis
Josh von Szalatnay
John Tarpey
Jeff rey Taschler
Charles E. Taylor
Jennifer Taylor
Richard Thistle
Brandon Thompson
Rick Thompson
Charles Thornton
Howard (Bud) and Joan Thullbery
Newton Tilson
Marc Tohir

Eric Tollefson
Patrick D. Tooley
Nick and Emily Troutman
Phil Trunnell
Glen Tsaparas
Christopher Tulley
Barry and Kitt y Tuscano
Universal Joint
Kenny Unser
William VanderKooy
David E. Vann
Jim Veltrop
Charlie Vincent
Stephen D. Vitale
Joan and Kurt Wade
Charlie and Sandy Walbridge
William Walden
Trinity Wall
David Wallace and Betsy Frick
Chip Wallingford
Duke Warner
Gordon Warren
Ryan Waterhouse
Glenn Watt 
Christopher Weed
Scott  Weems
Sebasti an Weiche
Debbie and Kirk Weir
Kate Wempe
Sally Wetzler
Michelle White
Greg and Maria Whiteaker
Collin Whitehead
Natalie Whiteman
Harrison and Brooks Whitt en
Marti n Wick
Greg Widroe
Dock Williams
Kurt Williams
Lisa Williams
Cheyenne Wills
John R. Wilson
Julianna Wilson
Laura Wilson
Susan E. Wilson
Courtney Wilton
Brandon Woerth
John D. Wolken
Chloe Wonnell
Brandon Woods
Candice Clark Wozniak
Carter and Wendy Wray
Brad Xanthopoulos

Mark Zakutansky
Art Zemach
Craig Ziegler
Andy Zimmerman

In Memory Of
*contributi ons in memory of friends 
during this Honor Roll year
Shelbi Arno
Sue Bennett 
Maurice Blackburn
Miles Erwin
Larry Granzella
Ronn E Harding
Paige Harville
John Huisjen
Dr. Kyle Knight
Nathan Krissoff 
Nathan Labrecque
Douglas Maass
Chris “Snappy” Marquardt
Beth McVay
Ricky Brandon Owens
Gerald (Jerry) Palushock
Juniper Rose
Nick Simpson
Joshua Wright
Joshua Randall Wright
Troy Young

In Honor Of
Charles Mitchener
Megi Morishita
Bob Nasdor
Tom O’Keefe
Bethany Overfi eld
Denielle Perry
Mo Phelm
Evan Proctor
Toria Rossin
Casey and Lindsee Sande
Sharon Schierling
Scott  Shepherd
Evan Staff ord
Bryan Stewart
Thomas Hawkins Jr.
Travis Burkhard
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CFC and Workplace 
Giving Campaigns
James Baummer
Ed Bourguignon
Derek Brady
Steven Breckler
Anne Brindle
Macy, Amanda, Azalea, and Wylie 
Burnham-Marusich
Karie Burns
Alp Can
Beth Carter
Jim Cavo
Melissa Chonzena
David Cosnowski
William Crouse
Mark D’Agosti no
Bruce (Lindsay) Delaplaine
Andrew Dolian
Sandra Elverud
Stephen Fabrey
Richard Fairbrother
Joshua Gaff ney
Albert Garcia
Richard Gimlin
David Greenwald
Brad Hammer
Craig Harms
Robert Harris and Jody Schaeff er
David Heinonen
Lance Hill
Charles R. Hubbard
Jeff rey Hunt
Sara Hunter
John J. Glennon, III
Carsten Jensen
David Konigsberg
Timothy Kunin
Glenn Lamson
Victor Lee
Jeff rey Margolis
Ruben Marti nez
Microsoft 
Jason Ogdahl
Rick Owens
Jeff rey Paine
Adam Pansti ngel
Bradley Perrett e
Dan Philbrick
Jeff  Robinson
Lawrence Sanders
David Scott 

Caelan Simeone
Don Simmon
Debby Singleton
Christi an Smith
Molly Solomon
Roger L. Starring
Michael Stevi
Tracy and Jan Tackett 
Tracy Tackett 
Nathan Taylor
Michael Tehan
Gregory Timm
M. Ann Tran
Kerry Trojnar
Kaylilla Tuft s
Edward Roseboom and Donna Weber
Debbie and Kirk Weir
Susan Whitney
Douglas and Ruth Willenborg
Anonymous

Corporate Work Place 
Giving
*Due to workplace giving standards on 
reporti ng some platf orms do not allow us 
to acknowledge donors. If your name is 
missing please know that we appreciate 
you.
AA.D. Edwards Group
Adobe, Inc.
AIG
Airbnb
AMEX
AT&T Services Inc
Autodesk
Ball
Bank of America
Bank of the West
Pete Bellande, Compass
Boeing
Boston Scienti fi c
Bridge Investment Group
Cambia
Chevron
City of Seatt le
Clorox Company
Comcast
Costco Wholesale Corp
Dolby
Dominion Energy
Duke Energ
Exelon

F5 Networks
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta
General Electric
Google
Hewlett  Packard
HPI
IBM Corporati on
Intel Corporati on
J.M. Huber Corporati on
John Deere
Johnson and Johnson
Johnson, Mirmiran and Thompson Inc
Kaiser Foundati on Health Plan
Kaplan Kirsch Rockwell
Lockheed Marti n
Macy’s Department Store
Maguire, Inc.
Medtronic
Micron Technology
Microsoft 
NEI Electric
Network for Good
Northwest Community Giving Campaign
Oath Inc.
Pacifi c Gas & Electric Co.
Pfi zer
Portland General Electric
Red Hat
Salesforce Corporati on
Schwab Charitable
S & P Global
Sephora
Standard Insurance Company
Synopsys Inc.
TIAA Charitable
The Standard
Thomson Reuters
T-Mobile
UPS
Vanguard Charitable
Wells Fargo
YourCause, LLC
Zynga

A�  liate Clubs
Supporti ng Affi  liate Club - $400+
Arkansas Canoe Club
Bluegrass Whildwater Associati on
Colorado Whitewater Associati on
Columbus Outdoor Pursuits
Dolores River Boati ng Advocates
Fairbanks Paddlers
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*Giving levels are recorded at dollar levels, Honor Roll includes members, special donations, and organizational giving.

Georgia Canoeing Associati on Inc
KCCNY
Keel-Haulers Canoe Club
Mind Body Play
Oregon Whitewater Associati on
Paddle Trails Canoe Club
Palmett o Paddlers
Sierra Club Loma Prieta Paddlers
Tennessee Valley Canoe Club
Viking Canoe Club
Washington Kayak Club
Washington Recreati onal River Runners
West Asheville Canoe & Kayak 
Organizati on (WACKO)

Affi  liate Club - $100+
ADK Schenectady
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter
American Packraft ing Associati on
Balti more Canoe & Kayak Club
Beartooth Paddlers Society
Benscreek Canoe Club
Blue Ridge River Runners
Blue Ridge Voyageurs
Canoe Club Of Greater Harrisburg
Canoe Cruisers Associati on
Carolina Canoe Club
Chico Paddleheads
Chota Canoe Club
Clean Water Expected in East Tennessee
Coastal Canoeists Inc
Conewago Canoe Club
Coosa River Paddling Club
Dbl Z! Whitewater Club
East Tennessee Whitewater Club
Eastman Recreati on Club
Elkhorn Paddlers
Float Fishermen of Virginia
Foothills Paddling Club
Friends of the Crooked River
Friends of the Yampa
Gold Country Paddlers
Guelph Kayak Club
High Jim and the A.S.K.
Hoosier Canoe and Kayak Club
Housatonic Area Canoe & Kayak Sq.
Houston Canoe Club Inc
Huntsville Canoe Club
Idaho Whitewater Associati on
Iowa Whitewater Coaliti on
Jackson Hole Kayak Club
Kawartha Whitewater Paddlers
Keystone Canoe Club

Kuyahoora Valley Paddlers
Landmark Learning
Ledyard Canoe Club
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
Lower Columbia Canoe Club
Mason Dixon Canoe Cruisers
Missouri Whitewater Assn
New England Canoe and Kayak Racing 
Associati on
North East Wisconsin Paddlers, Inc.
Northwest Raft ers Associati on
Nova River Runners Inc
Ohio Valley Paddlers
Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club
Outdoors Unlimited
Ozark Mountain Paddlers
Penobscot Paddle & Chowder Society
Philadelphia Canoe Club
Rapids Riders
Redwood Empire Paddlers
Rhode Island Canoe And Kayak 
Associati on
River City Whitewater Club
Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center
San Miguel Whitewater Associati on
Shasta Paddlers
Sierra Club/John Muir Chapter
Sierra Nevada Whitewater Club
Smith River Alliance
Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club
Team Colorado Whitewater Racing Club
Team River Runner
Tennessee Scenic River Associati on
Tennessee Valley Canoe Club
Three Rivers Paddling Club
Upper Colorado Private Boaters 
Associati on
Utah Whitewater Club
Vermont Paddlers Club
West Virginia Wildwater Assn
Willamett e Kayak & Canoe Club
Yakima River Runners
Zoar Valley Paddling Club

Stewardship Projects
Nati onal
Clean Water Act
Federal Recreati on Policy
Hydropower Economic Analysis
Hydropower Policy and Legislati on
Hydropower Reform Coaliti on
Nati onal Forest Planning

Nati onal Monument Defense
Outdoor Alliance
River Safety Program
River Safety Technology Upgrades
Wild and Scenic Rivers

Southeast
Catawba River (SC/NC)
Chatt ooga River (NC/SC/GA)
Cheoah River (NC)
Coosa River (AL/GA)
Green River (NC)
Hiwassee River (TN)
Nantahala River (NC)
Nantahala Pisgah Forest Planning (NC)
Nolichucky River (TN)
Ocoee River (TN)
Tallulah River (GA)
Tuckaseegee River (NC)
Watauga (NC)
Wilson Creek (NC)

Mid Atlanti c
Johns Creek (VA)
Montgomery County Parks (MD)
New River Dries (WV)
Potomac (VA/MD/WV/DC)
Russell Fork River (VA/KY)
Savage River (MD)
Shenandoah (VA/MD/WV/DC)
Slippery Rock Creek (PA)
Susquehanna River (PA)
Youghiogheny River (PA/MD)

Northeast
Black River Basin (NY)
Connecti cut River (MA/NH/VT)
Contoocook Access (NH)
Deerfi eld River (MA)
Green River (VT)
Mad River (VT)
Merrimack River (MA)
Missisquoi River (VT)
Mongaup River (NY)
Offi  ce of Outdoor Recreati on (MA)
West Canada Creek (NY)

Northern Rockies
East Rosebud Creek (MT)
Idaho Forest Planning (ID)
Lochsa River (ID)
Lower Snake River (ID)
Montana Forest Planning (MT)
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Montana Wild and Scenic (MT)
Owyhee River (ID)
Snake/Hells Canyon (ID)
South Fork Salmon (ID)
Sullivan Creek (WA)
Teton River (ID)
Weber River (UT)
West Rosebud Creek (MT)
Wyoming Forest Planning (WY)

Southern Rockies
Arkansas River (CO)
Cache la Poudre River (CO)
Clear Creek Access (CO)
Colorado Water Plan (CO)
Crystal River (CO)
Dolores River (CO)
Eagle River/Gore Creek (CO)
East Fork Virgin River (UT)
Gila River (NM)
GMUG (CO)
Green River (UT)
Gunnison and Taylor Rivers (CO)
New Mexico River Access
Outstanding Waters
Recreati onal Water Rights
Rio Grande River (CO/NM)
Roaring Fork (CO)
Slate River (CO)
Upper Colorado River (CO)
White River (CO/UT)
Yampa (CO)

Pacifi c Northwest
Chehalis River (WA)
Chelan River (WA)
Chetco River (OR)
Cispus River (WA)
Clackamas River (OR)
Deschutes (OR)
Hood River (OR)
Kalmiopsis Wild Rivers (OR)
Klamath River (OR)
Nooksack River (WA)
North Cascades Wild and Scenic (WA)
Olympic Wild and Scenic (WA)
Oregon Wild and Scenic
Owyhee River (OR)
Puyallup (WA)
Rogue River (OR)
Similkameen River (WA)
Skagit River (WA)
Skykomish River (WA)

Snake River - Lower Snake Dams (WA)
Snoqualmie River (WA)
Spokane River (WA)
Sullivan Creek (WA)
Sultan River (WA)
White Salmon River (WA)
WA Access

California
Big Creek (CA)
Buck’s Creek (CA)
Butt e Creek (CA)
Chili Bar
“Eel- Pott er Valley (CA)“
Feather River / Belden (CA)
Feather River / Oroville (CA)
Feather River / Poe (CA)
Feather River / Rock Creek/Cresta (CA)
Feather River / South Fork (CA)
Feather River / Upper North Fork (CA)
Forest Planning Inyo/Sierra/Sequoia
Kaweah River (CA)
Kerckhoff  (CA)
Kern River (CA)
Merced River (CA)
Middle Fork American River (CA)
Mokelumne River (CA)
North Fork American River (CA)
North Fork Yuba River (CA)
Piru Creek (CA)
Pit River (CA)
Poe (CA)
Realigning CA Hydro
San Joaquin River Gorge (CA)
South Fork American River (CA)
South Fork Silver Creek (CA)
Temperance Flat Dam
Toulumne River (CA)
Truckee River (CA/NV)
Yuba/Bear Rivers (CA)



Board of Directors for year 2020
BRENT AUSTIN, SECRETARY
    COSBY, TN
MELISSA DRIVER
   MILLS RIVER, NC
CHRISTOPHER HEST
   CHICO, CA
SUSAN HOLLINGSWORTH ELLIOTT, PRESIDENT
   LYLE, WA
BRIAN JACOBSON, TREASURER
   LONG CREEK, SC
GREG LEE
   PORTLAND, OR
APRIL MONTGOMERY
   NORWOOD, CO
MEGI MORISHITA
   BEND, OR
CHRIS NEUENSCHWANDER, VICE PRESIDENT
   PIKE ROAD, AL
ERIN SAVAGE
   FLAT ROCK, NC
CHRIS TULLEY
   FOLSOM, CA
COURTNEY WILTON
   PORTLAND, OR
CHARLIE WALBRIDGE, HONORARY
   BRUCETON MILLS, WV

Sta�  for year 2020
KEVIN COLBURN, NATIONAL STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR
   ASHEVILLE, NC
SCOTT HARDING, STEWARDSHIP ASSISTANT
    FORKS OF SALMON, CA
HATTIE JOHNSON, SOUTHERN ROCKIES STEWARDSHIP 
DIRECTOR
    CARBONDALE, CO
KESTREL KUNZ, SOUTHERN ROCKIES STEWARDSHIP 
ASSOCIATE
   CRESTED BUTTE, CO
ROBERT NASDOR, NORTHEAST STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR
   SUDBURY, MA
THOMAS O’KEEFE, PACIFIC NORTHWEST STEWARDSHIP 
DIRECTOR
   SEATTLE, WA
BETHANY OVERFIELD, MEMBERSHIP AND 
ENGAGEMENTDIRECTOR
   LEXINGTON, KY
THERESA SIMSIMAN, CALIFORNIA STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR
   CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA
MARK SINGLETON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
   CULLOWHEE, NC
EVAN STAFFORD, COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR
   FORT COLLINS, CO
IAN STAFFORD, COLORADO POLICY STRATEGIST
    BOULDER, CO
DAVE STEINDORF, CALIFORNIA HYDROPOWER SPECIALIST
   CHICO, CA
LAURA WILSON, FINANCE DIRECTOR
   CULLOWHEE, NC

American Whitewater
BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF
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Celebrating 50 Years
This collection features our commemorative 5 decades wave graphic on the Limited Edition HustleR rescue vest, the 
new Limited Edition OM dry top (our homage to our founder Steve O’Meara) and the Kokatat X dewerstone Life 
Short, a comfortable and sustainable new paddling short. Collection available January, 2021, in both men’s & women’s.

www.kokatat.com

Kayaker: Shannon Finch | M
iddle Fork Salm

on River, ID
, USA | PC: Chelsea Corm

ack
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WHEN YOU’RE GOOD at something you can look at a new 
participant and know if they have a clue—or not. When 
you ARE that new participant, especially in whitewater 

boating, you need all the help you can get. So to keep your rookie 
status out of the spotlight, here’s a list. Everybody makes these 
mistakes sometimes, but guard against them. Mistakes don’t 
make you a bad person. They just mean you should slow down 
and get more systematic about your approach.

1 BOAT LACKS FULL FLOATATION. Is your boat a floater 
or a sinker?  Canoeists lash giant float bags into both ends 
of the boat. Kayakers can fail to have floatation inside their 

boats without anyone else seeing. Bow floatation is worth having 
if you want your boat rescued when you swim.  Repair or replace 
old leaky airbags and attach them to the boat.

2 FORGOT AN ESSENTIAL PIECE OF GEAR. Make a list 
and check it twice: life jacket, helmet, sprayskirt (if decked 
boat), paddle, boat, drysuit/other immersion wear and river 

boots. If you’re lucky someone has spares, but if not, you won’t 
get to boat when you forget something. Don’t be tempted to 
launch without anything essential!

3 NO DRY CLOTHES AT THE TAKE-OUT. This is super 
common and not overly dangerous, but it does reveal that 
you are a noob. When your group drops off cars at the take-

out, your dry clothes and shoes should stay there. Wearing wet 
river booties while running shuttle stinks!

4 DON’T KNOW THE WATER LEVEL. It’s easy to let 
someone else pick the river and run. But sometimes the 
people who are picking don’t do the best job. The sooner 

you get curious about water levels, the fewer disastrous paddling 
experiences you will have due to water that is either way too high 
or stupid low. Learn how and where to look up gauges for rivers 
in your region, then get in the habit of finding out what the flows 
are before you make plans about your day on the river.

5 WENT TO THE WRONG PLACE. When you’re meeting 
folks at a new location, get the details ahead of time. Smart 
phones and GPS navigation are useful, but looking at a map 

or asking for directions can prevent the errors that occur when 
two places have the same name, or your online map is wrong. 
Keep investigating until you know where you’re going. Bring a 
paper map and plan to get there early just in case.

SAFETY STORIES: THIRTEEN RIVER ROOKIE 
MISTAKES TO AVOID

______

By Teresa Gryder, ND

SAFETY

This is not the time to 
realize your helmet 
needs to be tightened!



6   DIDN’T CLOSE DRYBAG PROPERLY. Rookies can be so 
proud when they have a drybag, but they often don’t know 
how to close it to make it waterproof, and their stuff gets 

wet. Get tips on how to seal your drybag to avoid this mistake. 

7    LIFEJACKET OR HELMET NOT ATTACHED AND 
ADJUSTED. You can HAVE the right gear and not wear 
it correctly, or undo it partway down the river. There’s no 

excuse for this. Work on your suntan some other time. Adjust 
your gear until it is comfortable and functional, and leave it on 
all day, including when you are scouting or portaging. It will save 
you from injuries and it will make you look like a pro.

8 DRAINPLUG OUT. Modern kayaks have this delightful 
feature that allows you to empty the boat by standing it 
on end. If you forget to put the plug back in, it can get lost 

or, even if it’s left dangling out of the hole, your boat can fill with 
water while you are paddling. Get in the habit of checking your 
drainplug and that of your friends, too.

9DRYSUIT NOT COMPLETELY ZIPPED. Often it’s the 
pee zipper that gets forgotten. When you go for a swim and 
cold water pours in, it’s a shock. Drowning because your suit 

filled with water would be a tragedy. Double check your drysuit 
zippers, and look out for your buddies too.

10FAILED TO SECURE STUFF. If you swim and your 
water bottle and throwbag float away, you blew it. 
If you get pounded in a big hole and your floatation 

comes out and your shoes come off, that’s worse. Secure 
everything and you will have less flotsam to chase and less lost 
gear when things go sideways.

11NO EMERGENCY GEAR. A whistle is cheap and 
can summon help when you need it. Get one, keep it 
handy, and learn whistle signals. While you’re at it, get 

a rope and a knife. River rescue almost always calls for a rope. If 
you carry a rope, you should also have a knife in case you need to 
cut the rope. A first aid kit that you know how to use is another 
great addition to your kit.

12 NO REPAIR KIT. For a roadside day run this isn’t 
crucial, but in the wilderness it matters. Inflatables 
become trash if you can’t patch them. Hardshell repair 

is relatively easy, using tape for cracks and cord for backbands. 
Figure out how to fix your boat and bring the materials you  
might need.

13 SHUTTLE CAR KEYS IN WRONG PLACE. It’s a 
mistake to leave the keys to the take-out car in the 
put-in car. It’s miserable when your electrical remote 

gets wet. You’ll cry when you have the wrong keys and must break 
a window in your own car. Do your best to have the right keys in 
hand when you need them.

SAFETY STORIES
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Learn how to get the air out of your dry bag before 
sealing it.
PHOTO COURTESY OF TERESA GRYDER





If there’s one thing we learned from the yard sale that was 2020, it’s the importance 
of natural places and free flowing rivers in our lives. This year, we hope you’ll join 
NRS in taking steps to break down barriers to the outdoors, protect our most precious 
places, and promote access for all of us—regardless of who you are or where you live.

In 2021, we are proud to welcome a new class of paddle-activists to our ambassador 
team. We’re also helping train new leaders from diverse backgrounds and 
working with our partners to spread the word on paddling ethics and safety. 

Join us for the journey. 

Live it.  Love it.  Share it.

nrs.com

Clockwise: River activist Vera Knook on the Salaach 
River, Austria; standing up for the iconic Oetz River 

in Austria; Anup Garung meeting the locals while 
documenting endangered river communities in 
Nepal; Hudson River Runners sharing the love 

of whitewater on the Hudson River, NY. 



Gore Canyon Race (CO)*
• August 28, 2021 
• Shuttles from Pumphouse starting early
• Online Registration Required
• No After-Party or Organized Camping

*go to americanwhitewater.org for event details

Gauley Folly (WV)*
• Membership Appreciation Event
• September 17-19, 2021
• Food, Games, Stewardship & Shwag at the Legg Field
• No Organized Camping & Party at Veterans Memorial Park

Tobin Downriver Race & 
Rock Creek Slalom (CA)*
• September 25-26, 2021
• Online Registration Required
• No Organized Camping & Film Festival 

at “Indian Jim” School



WES DIXON MAKES THE CRUX MOVE IN THE MAEL-
STROM OF JACOB’S LADDER DURING THE NORTH 
FORK CHAMPIONSHIP. 
PHOTO BY JOEL ENGBRETSON/CAMASLENS
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JUNE 17-19 MARKED the return of the North Fork 
Championship to Idaho’s Class V+ North Fork of the Payette 
River. The ninth iteration of the event was a joyous reunion 

after the previous year’s pandemic-induced interruption. 
The event drew many people, who gathered along Highway 
55 to compete, celebrate, or simply to take in the action. 
Over 150 racers took part in the competition, spread over 
three days, leading to the crowning of the winners as Queen 
(Sage Donnelly) and King (Dane Jackson) of the 2021 North  
Fork Championship. 

Racers attempted to qualify for the event’s second and 
third days by racing one at a time down the upper North 
Fork’s formidable S Turn rapid. The final rounds, eventually 
constricting the field down to the top 5 women and 30 
men, were conducted on the North Fork’s most fearsome 
mile of whitewater: Jacob’s Ladder through Golf Course.  
 
You can check out some of the impressive highlights in video 
recaps on social media @northforkchampionship. For a more 
immersive experience, consider attending the 10th annual 
event in Banks, Idaho.

NORTH FORK 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

ROUNDUP
______



AW PARTNERS

$20,000 - Class V

$15,000 - Class IV

$15,000 - Class IV
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$7,500 - Class II

$5,000 - Boof

$2,500 - Wave



WHITEWATER HISTORY

MADAWASKA KANU CENTRE CELEBRATES 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

______

KNOWN AROUND THE world for its unique approach to canoe and kayak instruction, the Madawaska Kanu Centre 
(MKC) is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2021. Founded in 1971 by Christa and Hermann Kerckhoff, MKC’s mission 
was to create a safe, fun learning environment where beginners can learn the basics and expert paddlers can refine 

their skills. The common thread was to instill in everyone a love for the outdoors and the wonders of whitewater paddling. 
MKC also pioneered a landmark agreement with the hydroelectric authority that operates a dam on the Madawaska 
River, which guarantees water releases on weekdays so paddlers have consistent flows to play in.

MKC has been a family affair since the day it opened. Christa and Hermann’s oldest daughter Claudia took over operations 
in 1982, along with her husband Dirk Van Wijk. And, just recently, a third generation, Claudia and Dirk’s youngest daughter 
Stefani, assumed responsibility of the Centre with her sister Katrina heading up graphic and web design, including the 
50th anniversary logo. Together, they are eager to build on the solid foundation laid by MKC’s 50 years of introducing 
students to the thrills and joys of whitewater paddling. New Director Stefi Van Wijk says, “This river has been gathering 
paddlers for decades; I’m grateful to call it both my home and my career.”
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AW’S ORIGINAL PURPOSE 
BY BETHANY OVERFIELD

American Whitewater’s original purpose 
since 1954 has included distribution of 
information among its Affiliate Clubs. We 
have over 100 current AW Club Affiliates 
and they are all doing great work on your 
behalf; if you don’t belong to a club, 
consider joining one.

American Whitewater has two levels of 
Affiliate Clubs - a Supporting Affiliate Club or 
an Affiliate Club. Affiliate Clubs that choose 
AW’s $100 annual level are recognized in 
the AW Journal, on our website club page, 
and in our annually published Honor Roll. 
In order to be recognized at this level, a 
Club needs to maintain an annual $100 
contribution.

Affiliate Clubs that choose AW’s $400 
Supporting Affiliate Club annual level are 
recognized in the AW Journal, on our 
website club page, and in our annually 
published Honor Roll as well as being 
listed as sponsors of an AW stewardship 
presentation each year. In order to be 
recognized at this level, a Club needs to 
maintain an annual $400 contribution. A 
Supporting Affiliate Club can revert to the 
$100 Affiliate Club annual level at any time.

An Affiliate Club that is already being 
recognized as an AW Lifetime member 
is recognized in the annual Honor Roll 
as a Lifetime member. They do need to 
contribute either at the $100 or the $400 
level annually to be recognized an as 
Affiliate Club in the AW Journal and under 
the Affiliate Club heading of the published 
Honor Roll. Is your club missing from this 
list? It might have expired. Contact me at 
membership@americanwhitewater.org to 
square your club membership away!

 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING AFFILIATE CLUBS

Alabama 
Coosa River Paddling Club, Wetumpka

Alaska 
Fairbanks Paddlers, Fairbanks 

Arkansas 
Arkansas Canoe Club, Little Rock

Colorado 
Colorado Whitewater Assn, Denver 
Dolores River Boating Advocate, Dolores

Georgia 
Georgia Canoeing Association Inc, Winston

Kentucky 
Bluegrass Wildwater Association, Lexington 
Viking Canoe Club, Louisville

New York 
KCCNY, Brooklyn

North Carolina 
West Asheville Canoe and Kayak Organization 
(WACKO), Asheville

Ohio 
Columbus Outdoor Pursuits, Columbus 
Keelhaulers, Cleveland

Oregon 
Oregon Whitewater Association, Tigard

South Carolina 
Foothills Paddling Club, Greenville 
Palmetto Paddlers, Columbia

Washington 
Paddle Trails Canoe Club, Seattle 
Washington Kayak Club, Redmond 
Washington Recreational River Runners, 
Renton

AFFILIATE CLUBS BY STATE

Alaska 
Nova River Runners Inc., Chickaloon

Alabama 
Huntsville Canoe Club, Huntsville

Arizona 
Outdoors Unlimited, Flagstaff

California 
Chico Paddleheads, Chico 
Gold Country Paddlers, Placerville 
Redwood Empire Paddlers, Santa Rosa 
River City Whitewater Club, Sacramento 
Shasta Paddlers, Redding 
Smith River Alliance, Crescent City

Colorado 
Diversity Whitewater, Fort Collins 
Friends of the Yampa, Steamboat Springs 

Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center, Buena Vista 
Royal Gorge River Initiative Org, Canon City 
San Miguel Whitewater Asso, Telluride 
Team Colorado Whitewater Racing Club, 
Longmont 
Upper Colorado Private Boaters Asso, 
Glenwood Springs

Connecticut 
Housatonic Area Canoe & Kayak Sq, Lakeville

Delaware 
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)

Idaho 
Idaho Whitewater Association, Boise

Indiana 
Hoosier Canoe Club, Brownsburg 
Ohio Valley Paddlers, Evansville

Iowa 
Iowa Whitewater Coalition, W. Des Moines

Kentucky 
Elkhorn Paddlers, Lexington

Maine 
Penobscot Paddle & Chowder Society, 
Freeport

Maryland 
Baltimore Canoe & Kayak Club, Baltimore 
Blue Ridge Voyagers, Rockville

Minnesota 
Rapids Riders, Eagan

Missouri 
Missouri Whitewater Association, St. Louis 
Ozark Mountain Paddlers, Springfield

Montana 
Beartooth Paddlers Society, Billings

Nevada 
Sierra Nevada Whitewater Club, Reno

New Hampshire 
Ledyard Canoe Club, Hanover 
New England Canoe and Kayak Racing 
Association, Contoocook

New Jersey 
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA)

New York 
ADK Schenectady, Schenectady 
Kuyahoora Valley Paddlers, Middleville 
Zoar Valley Paddling Club, Machias

North Carolina 
Carolina Canoe Club, Raleigh 
Landmark Learning, Cullowhee 
Mind Body Play, Asheville

Ohio 
Friends of the Crooked River, Akron

Oregon 
Lower Columbia Canoe Club, Portland 
Northwest Rafters Association, Roseburg 

AFFILIATE CLUBS
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Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club, Portland 
Willamette Kayak and Canoe Club, Corvallis

Pennsylvania 
AMC Delaware Valley Chapter, Oaks (PA) 
Benscreek Canoe Club, Johnstown 
Canoe Club of Greater Harrisburg, Harrisburg 
Conewago Canoe Club, York  
Keystone Canoe Club, Mertztown 
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club, Lehigh Valley 
Philadelphia Canoe Club, Philadelphia 
Three Rivers Paddling Club, Bridgeville

Rhode Island 
Rhode Island Canoe and Kayak Association, 
Hope Valley

Tennessee 
Chota Canoe Club, Knoxville 
Clean Water Expected in East Tennessee, 
Sevierville 
East Tennessee Whitewater Club, Oak Ridge 
Eastman Recreation Club, Kingsport  
Tennessee Scenic River Association, Nashville 
Tennessee Valley Canoe Club, Knoxville

Texas 
Houston Canoe Club, Houston

Utah 
High Jim and the A.S.K., Salt Lake City 
Utah Whitewater Club, Salt Lake City

Vermont 
Vermont Paddlers Club, Montpelier

Virginia 
Blue Ridge River Runners, Lynchburg 
Canoe Cruisers Association, Middlebury 
Coastal Canoeists, Richmond 
Float Fishermen of Virginia, Roanoke

Washington 
Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club, Spokane 
Yakima River Runners, Selah

Washington, DC 
Canoe Cruisers Association

West Virginia 
Dbl Z! Whitewater Club, Fayetteville 
Friends of the Cheat, Kingwood 
Mason Dixon Canoe Cruisers, Bolivar 
WV Wildwater Assn, S. Charleston 

Wisconsin 
North East Wisconsin Paddlers, Inc., Neenah 
Rapids Riders, Eagan 
Sierra Club/John Muir Chapter, Madison

Wyoming 
American Packrafting Association, Wilson 
Jackson Hole Kayak Club, Jackson

Ontario 
Guelph Kayak Club, Elora 
Kawartha Whitewater Paddlers, Toronto 
Ontario Voyageurs Kayak Club, Otonabee

National 
Team River Runner
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DISCOUNTED AW 
MEMBERSHIP 
FOR AFFILIATE 

CLUB MEMBERS

AW offers a discounted Affiliate 
Club membership of $25, a $10 
savings. If you are renewing 
your AW membership or joining 
as a new member, select the 
Affiliate Club Discounted Personal 
Membership online at http://
americanwhitewater.org/content/
Membership/join-AW/ Or, if you 
are renewing or joining by mail or 
telephone just mention the name of 
the Affiliate Club you belong to and 
you can take advantage of the $25 
membership. 

A list of AW Affiliate Clubs can be 
found on our website at http://
americanwhitewater.org/content/
Membership/join-AW/. If you do 
not see your Club listed here please 
encourage them to renew their 
Club membership or to join AW 
as a new Affiliate Club. Your Club’s 
membership and your personal 
membership enable our staff to be 
active and engaged in the process 
of river stewardship. When you join 
or renew your membership your 
support is helping to meet the many 
challenges whitewater rivers face. 

If you have any questions about the 
Affiliate Club membership, please 
contact me. I can be reached at 
866_BOAT-4AW or membership@
americanwhitewater.org.

JOIN AMERICAN  
WHITEWATER AS 

A  
CLUB AFFILIATE!

10 REASONS TO JOIN AW  
AS AN AFFILIATE CLUB

1.	 Support river access and 
restoration through the AW River 
Stewardship Team.

2.	 Be part of a national voice for 
the protection of the whitewater 
rivers your club values.

3.	 Tap into the professional 
expertise of AW staff for river 
issues that come up in your 
backyard.

4.	 Your club’s members can become 
AW members for $25. A $10 
savings!

5.	 Receive the American 
Whitewater Journal, the oldest 
continually published whitewater 
magazine.

6.	 Your club is recognized in the list 
of Affiliate Clubs posted to the 
AW website.

7.	 Recognize your club in the list of 
Affiliate Clubs noted in each bi-
monthly AW Journal.

8.	 Post Club information on the AW 
Website to help paddlers find 
you.

9.	 Gain Club satisfaction from 
lending support to AW’s 
stewardship efforts.

10.	 Improve your club members river 
karma.

For more information, contact 
Bethany Overfield at membership@

americanwhitewater.org or sign-up on 
line at www.americanwhitewater.org/

membership.



The Strength of Our Voice
is Your Membership
Standard w/AW Journal     $35
Family w/AW Journal     $50
Ender Club w/T-Shirt      $125
Platinum Paddler w/Hoodie    $250
Explorer w/Watershed Bag    $500
Lifetime        $1,000
Steward w/$400 Kokatat Gift   $2,500

Join @ americanwhitewater.org/join

Donate @ americanwhitewater.org/donate

*Incentive gifts change from time to time, please check the            
website for the latest rewards. 
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sWhitewater River Defenders
Since 1954

Membership Driven River Stewardship 
americanwhitewater.org/join
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