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IF ADRY BAG DOESN'T STAY DRY

CANIT REALLY BE CALLED A DRY BAG?

Proven by years of rigorous
daily use by professional river
runners, Man of Rubber Dry
Bags stay dry. Our bags open
and close with an exclusive
waterproof industrial grade zip
lock closure. Featuring
Hypalon coated fabric, not
PVC, our bags are lighter,
more durable, abrasion and
WV resistant and outlast other
bags by more than2to 1. All
that and a stylish look too!

The 1st Mate Zip-Dry Bag™
(pictured) & our duffle style
bag. Ths design has proven
extremely popular and s
offeredin 6 different sizes.
Carry handles are standard on
all sizes with optional shoulder
straps for szes Medium through
XXLarge.

The 2nd Mate Zip-Dry Bag™
(not pictured) B manufactured
with the same unique
specifications as the 1¢ Mate,
but is of the traditional grocery
bag design.

Contact Man of Rubber,
Inc. for all of your outdoor
recreation equipment. We
carry a full range of
equipment, accessories and
spare parts for all of your
equipment needs. Write or call
today for our FREE catalog. \We
welcome your interest and will
be more than happy to answer
any product questions.

Ma n of Rubber, Inc.™

0 utdoor

Recreation

Equipment
Established 1983

Rt 1 Box @3B

Reliance, TN 37369
615/338-2775




BILL BURGER

Tom DeCuir, 1st Place, Ocoee Rodeo

Response's advanced design features give you more control plus more
stability. This kayak will go as far as you can take it! Like 1st and 2nd place
in men's and 1st in women'’s at the 7990 Ocoee Rodeo! 1st and 2nd overall

at the New River Rodeo in Virginia. Top finishing

playboat at Montana's Big Fork Festival. —
Want to know more? B ——
Call or write for our free catalog! H ,'ﬁﬂ"'—'“.'.ﬁ—'im

P.O. Box 1500, Harriman, TN 37748 « 615/882-0404
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&0 Clearwater Basin Basics
Since the time of Lewis and Clark, these rivers have a history of kicking some butt
By BOB GEDEKOH
B2 | Urban Whitewater

What river can you run shuttle on a six-lane interstate? The James in Rianond, Virginia
| By CHARLES WARE

70 | Class V Chronicles
A selection from Jeff Bennett's book of epic trashings: Inflatable kayakingon California's Cherry Creek
By JEFFBENNETT
T Class V Whitewater, Class VI Hospitality

| When boatingin Central Asia, the rivers are easier to survive than the welcomes
[ By MICHAEL SLOAN

Departments

Conservation

10 | AWA's Top 40 River Issues
I By POPE BARROW
31 : Paddlers Go Home--Opening the Mongaup River
By KEN FISCHMAN
32 Briefs

The search for the Iron Ring... Saluda put-in improved... Adopt a country

38 | Safety
| Whitewater fatalities increase in 1992
| By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE
! Big Swim
When swimming one waterfall isn't enough--try the Seven Sisters of
the Rouge in Quebec
By IMMANUEL BRA VERMAN

88 | End Notes
Gary for President? An election issue special
By GARY CARLSON

FRONT COVER: Wiliam Nealyprovides a campaignposter
for American Whitewater columnistGary Carlson's presidential
bid. @BACK COVER: Jim Swedbergcapturesa squirt
boater during a mystery move on the Ottawa River.
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Richard Fox, Eight time World Champion in K-1 Slalom
and Designer of the Perception Reflex. ™



S ingle minded. Dedicated
to the task at hand. Driven
by a passion for excellence
that compels men and
companies o sirive fF_JT
optimum performance.

At Perception/ARquaterra,
we have long recognized that

affort. From the ouiset,
quality, perlormance and
innovation shaped the design

water and touring kay
Today, that dedication
our role as the world"
in kayaking.

Pride in craftmanship
blended with patented, lead
ing edge technology and a
nationwide network of
paddl 7t dealers make
Perception/Aquaterra the
paddler’'s choice... for the
experienced paddler, press-
ing the limits of personal
performance... for the casual
paddler, ghiding leisurely
along water trails, taking in
the scenic beauty of the
outdoors... and for t
novice, working to mn
basic paddling skills.

Call Perception, Inc. today
for the name and number of
the Perception/Aquaterra
dealer nearest you... people
FO CUSED on helping you
get the most enjoyment from
your paddlesports adventure

1-803-859-7518
FAX (803) 855-5995

Perception, Inc
1110 Powdersville Road
Easley, SC 29640

' Quantity...

| Geres wearing starched white shirts with

| available...and its not a dialect native to

not quality

Hera's a hypothatical question for
you:

A vanload of hungry paddiers
frash off the rver ane loaking for & place to
aal. They've gol tvo allematives:

Option #1 isLe Bistro ala Frogghe
featuring five-star French cuisine served
up by waiters who look like young Richard

black bow ties and cummerbunds. The
waiters speak with an accent when de-
scribing the delectable dishes

central West Virginia.
Option #2 is the first Big Wrangler, Bonanza or Ponderosa Steak House they

| passthat offers an'all-you-can-eat" buffetfor under ten bucks. The kind of place where
| the busboysdear the tables with shovels and hoses between settings.

And the decisionis...

Areyoukidding? Paddlers always opt for quantity overquality whenit comes
to mattersof taste. And withthatin mind, faithful readers, you oughtto be inHog Heaven
over this issue of American Whitewater.

Weighingin at 90-plus pages, thisis the longestissue of the world's best semi-
professional whitewater magazine on record. And with articles about boating in such
diverse locations as Idaho, California, New York and Virginia as well as our annual "Top
40" riverissues and summary of river accidents--1think you'll find it contains some meaty
reading.

Bone appa-teet.

Speaking of quantity...this issue also doubles as our annual Gauley Festival
souvenir edition--andthe Festival continues to grow by leaps and bounds.

Our new location at the Nicholas County Memorial Park in Summersville, WV
has enabled our Whitewater Marketplace to develop into a major trade show exhibiting
the latest advancesin paddling design and technology.

And our regular features--whitewatervideos, great food, foot-stomping music,
valuable door prizes and the silent auction with an enormous inventory of whitewater
goodies--remains the same. Quite simply, the Gauley Festivalis the biggest non-racing
whitewater event in the world.

Hopeto seeyouthere. I'llbeintherear tent (whichdoubles as the silentauction).

And one final note. Perhaps you've noticed that the address of American
Whitewater's official editorial office has changed again. It's now 352 Cameco Circle,
Liverpool, NY 13090.

| wasn't evicted. No--it's worse. I'm getting married.

Now--1know whatyou're all saying..."Married?Huh! That's the last we'll see old
Koll on the river."

But no...My fiance Caron is a boater. And a pretty good one, too!

I like to think, I haven't lost my bachelorhood..l've gained a probe.

..................................................................................................

Managing Editor: Chris Koll, 352 Cameco Circle, Liverpool, NY 13090

Editor: Bob Gedekoh, Box 228, RD 4, Elizabeth, PA 15037

Advertising Director: PhyllisHorowitz, Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464;(914)688-5569
Conservation: Pope Barrow, Mac Thornton, Peter Skinner

Safety: Charlie Walbridge

Address Changes: Keith Morgan, 2601 Tanglewood Dr., Durham, NC 27705
Missing Copies: Contact Phyllis Horowitz

American Whitewater is printedby EBSCO Media, Birmingham, AL. Allrightsreserved.



The Only Thing
BetweenYou& aRoll
'Could BeTheWrongCanoe

Frodl sasior

! Run dryer
Turn sharper
| Lite weight
Long lasting
Sized for you
Custom

- outfitted for

a perfect fit

Helps you
B make the

155 J = - same guaranteed

No other canoe rolls like aWhitesell.
Call (404)325-5330 for our free video &
see for yourself.

FLTPRS

2362-A Dresden Drve, Atlanta, GA30341

River House
Productions

hrill to some of the best boaters in
the East getting munched, crunched
and generally thumped and pummelled on
one of the premiere hair runs in the
Appaachians. A radical soundtrack by Bill

Perkins  highlights this non-stop,
action-packed video.
30 Minutes $2495 +$P&{1

ER HOUSE PRODUCTIONS
PO, Box 415

P URPOSE

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a
membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe
club affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protectand enhance the recreational
enjoyment of whitewater sports in America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides
information and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
monitorspotentialthreatsto whitewaterriver resourcesthroughits "River Watch"system,
publishesinformationon river conservation, works with government agenciesto protect
and preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local
groups regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual
awards to individualsto recognize exceptional contributions to river conservationand an
annual"hydromania“awardto recognize the proposed hydroelectricpower projectwhich
woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests andfestivals to raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
GauleyRiver Festivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largestgathering of whitewater
boaters in the nation, other than at internationalracing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater
accidents, and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers
(the International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationallyrecognized AWA
Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporatedunder Missouri
non-profit corporationlawsin 1961 and maintainsits principalmailingaddress at PO Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The
charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and
preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the
wildernesscharacter of waterwaysthrough conservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife,
and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness
cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONALSTAFF: Exceptfor membership services and the Executive
and Conservation Directors position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, are handled by volunteers.

DIRECTORS

Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Tom McAndrew
5535 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Susan Gentry
Route 2, 252
Deer Creek Trail

Ric Alesch Hoschton, GA 30548 Jim Scott
8718 West Floyd Drive Dan Givens 3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Lakewood, CO 80227 300 South Straughan, #705  Washington, DC 20015
Bill Baker Boise, ID 83712 Pete Skinner
9420 West Ontario Drive Bob Glanville Box 272, Snyder Road

Littleton, CO 80123
Pope Barrow

66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

West Sand Lake, NY 12196
Mac Thornton

136 13th Street SE Jack Hession 322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003 241 East Fifth Avenue Washington, DC 20003
Lee Belknap Anchorage, AK 99501 Charlie Walbridge

1400 Severn Road
Richmond, VA 23229
Risa Shimoda Callaway

Bill Hildreth
78 Beechwood Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

230 Penllyn Pike
Penllyn, PA 19422
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

P.O. Box 375 Diana Holloran Phyllis Horowitz
Denver, NC 28037 Route 1, Box 90 P.O. Box 85

Bob Gedekoh Fairview Mountain Road Phoenicia, NY 12464

Box 228, RD 4 Reliance, TN 37369 (914) 688-5569

Chris Koll
352 Cameco Cirde
Liverpool, NY 13090

Elizabeth, PA 15037
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03) 879-4371 Photo by Buck Tilley




SEEUSAT THE GALLE

MOHAWKS NEW VIPERS
WINNER 1992 OPEN CANOE NATIONALS

MEN'S SHORT BOAT SLALOM ROYALEX CLASS VIPERS 116" 12'6"
Designed by FRANKIE HUBBARD & MOHAWK CANOES WATERLINEWIDTH 27%”  277."
Two high performance whitewater solo playboats that experts will ~ MAXWIDTH 29 29"
love, but forgiving enough for novices to paddle. Extremely dry, GUNWALEWIDTH 267" 27"
quick to accelerate, superb maneuverabilityand beautiful styling. ~ ROCKER 4%’ 4%
Steep creeks, big water, side-surfing, tight technical rivers — BOWHEIGHT 22 22
_THESE BOATS DO IT ALL. ] DEPTH 1572 1572
- - WEIGHT 45501bs. 50-55Ibs.
MATERIAL ROYALEX ROYALEX
LIST PRICE $710 $725
'Plus Freightto your dealer.
OUTHITTING
BUILT & DESIGNED BY

FRANKIE HUBBARD

* Thigh Straps * Lacing Kits
e Saddles e Knee Pads

Now Available In Kit Form —
Separately or Factory Installed In
Mohawk Whitewater Playhoats

Frank Hubbard in a Viper 12

FRANKIEHUBBARD’S EDGES

LENGTH MATERIAL TYPE USE Now Available fram MOHAWK
13 Kevlar Composite OC-1  SlalomRacing m '. ' '

15' Kevlar Composite = OC-1 and High mm

15' (new) KevlarComposite  OC-2  Performance

15 (ew) KevlarC 52 perorms KEVLAR COMPOSITES

15 Royalex OC1  Boating CALL MOHAWK FOR DETAILS
Stability. . . Dryness. . . Maneuverability. . . SPECS: LENGTH BEAM DEPTH WEIGHT PRICE'
Surfing. . . Big-Water Performance, yet fun XL 11 114" 29 15 491BS $695
on the small stuff. These are the features XL12 123" 32" 15" 54LBS $695
that made Mohawk's XLs some of the most XL13 133" 30 15%" 56 LBS $695
popular, user-friendly, playboats ever. Look XL 14 143" 32" 15%" 60LBS $725
to the rivers like the Ocoee, Nantahala, XL 15 154" 35" 15" 65LBS $750
Yough, Gauley and Kennebec to attest to EDGE 144" 28" 15 53LBS $795
the popularity of the Mohawk XL'’s. 'Plus freight to your dealer.

963 N. Hwy. 427, Longwood, FL 32750, (407)834-3233, Fax (407)834-0292




Mountain Surf Inc.

276 Maple St., P.O. Box 70
Friendsville, MD 21531

Phone 301-746-5389 Fax 301-746-4089
Hi;

My name is John Mason and I'm a whitewater
gearhead. Over the years | have improved upon
other manufacturer's gear until finally it dawned
on me that | would have to make it myself to get
the features and quality most of us want.

After several years' research and development
| located on my favorite laboratory, the Upper
Youghiogheny River at Friendsville, Maryland.

We make superior quality gear that looks sharp
to boot. We offer a complete line of insulated
pile that is simply the best available, and some
guides believe our shorty jackets, long sleaved
tops, and pants are the best they have ever used.

If you'ver ever wanted better gear than you've

got now, give us a call today. Well answer your
guestions and send you a catalog by return mail.

See Our Gear At The Gauley Festival

LETTERS

Dear Editor,

You might remember me--I'm a
personwho submitted an article to Ameri-
canWhitewater some months ago.While|
frecognize your prerogative not to publish
imy submission, | don't understand your
llack of courtesy in failing toforward even a
Irejection notice.

So what gives? You're always
complaining about lack of material. Per-
lhaps if you would treat your contributors
with more respect, you would solve the
problem.

Name Withheld Upon Request

(Editor'scomment: Yourcriticism
about our failure to acknowledge submis-
sionsisvalid. The stuff | think isappropriate
I usuallypop in the magazineimmediately.
The stuff I'm not sure about gets filed--but
then forget about it and eventually it gets
lost.

Now, I'd like to write a thank-you
note to every contributor because I do
appreciate everyone's efforts. But | get
about 20 odds and ends for every issue.
Figuring half an hour per reply--that's an
extral0hoursofwork that/’mnotprepared
to donate to the AWA. Remember, Bob
Gedekoh and/don't get paid for servingas
editors—we do this magazine athome after
work. Sothere'salot of things that normal
publications can do that we simply don't
have time or energy for.

Now as for your submission.../
likedit! Butitdidn't really fit into our normal
formatof Conservation, Briefs, Safety, River
Features, Big Swimsor End Notes. | geta
lot of articles like yours, usually in the form
of "musings"or “observations™on the boat-
ingscene, andwhenspaceallowslinclude
them in the Briefs section.

Come to think of it, there are a lot
of other articles | receive that never makes
the pages of the magazine. Sometimes
they are featurearticlesthatare too shortto
be feature articles (2000 words is usually
the minimum). Or they're features without
photos. Or features aboutrivers we're re-
cently covered.

And finally there's humor pieces.
We do receive some good humorous se-
lections, and from time to time they sup-
plant Gary and Carla in the End Notes
section. But then | have to put up with the
bitching from Garrison and Carlson.

But anyway, we really do need



Ken Kastroff at work on the Bio Bio

paddles for those using and

Improving their skills.

Silvermine Rd., Box 5, Bryson City, NC 28713 (704) 488-9542

Photo by Juan Pablo lzquierdo



more feature stories. But be aware that |

theyneedtobelongenoughtospreadover
four pages andinclude photos. And they
shouldalso tella story--notjust serve as a
trip log.

I've always felt thatin any good
story, therehas to be a changein percep-
tion--the author and the readers need to
experience a change in the way they un-
derstand themselvesor theriver. Andit's
the events that lead up to that changed
vision thatmakes the story.

About Ohiopyle

LETTERS

at Bruners Run | don't mind parting with,
»utthe $2.50 "reservationallocationfee"is
1 total joke. If the fee was used “for” the
ver (i.e. for a study of the river's ecology

t-snd ways to protect/enhance it), it could

maybe be justified. But, to pay that money
10 use something thatwas giventous allby
nature and thenbe harassed constantly by

| the park rangers, at both the river and the

sampground, with the money just going to
the state has to stop.
My initial reaction is to try to get

"the OAP to stop running trips to the Lower

Yough, but this is not the answer. A lot of
the people who come on our trips have
never had an outdoor experience. These

Dear Chris,

After reading your article "You
Can't Go Home Again"in the July/August |
1992issue, I felt compelledto writemy own
uniqueexperienceswiththe Lower Yough.

| started kayaking in the winter of
1991 after a mountain biking accident had
left me with a badly broken foot that previ-

ousfall. Ijustwalkedinto our local outfitters |

and bought a Perception Corsicaand was
ready to learn. The college which 1 attend,
VirginiaCommonwealthUniversity, has an
outdoor adventure program (OAP) which
offered pool sessions during the winter
months sol signedup and became hooked.
That spring | took the 2-day beginner clinic
and was well on my kayaking way.

After that initial clinic, the OAP
made me an offer that | couldn'trefuse; if |
wouldraft guide for themon the 3-4 trips a
year to the Lower Yough, they would con-
tinue to help me hone mykayaking skillson
the localriversas well as other out of state
rivers, includingthe Lower Yough. So, after
alabor Day weekendtrainingtrip, | started
to guide for the OAP. Itisimportant to note
thatthis programisrun by astudentcouncil
andis non- (or more accurately, negative)
profit provided for the student body. The
goal of the program s to provide an afford-
able way for the student body to get in-
volved in outdoor recreation. We charge
around $48 for our Yough trip which in-
cludes transportation, camping, food, etc.
and the actual rafting. Most of the guides
on these trips are unpaid students with a
couple paid school staff members to keep
the insurance companies happy. It is
throughthis program, andmy firsthardboat
trip down the river this spring, that my
disgustwiththe whole situationhasformed.

| too fell in love with the river on
my first trip down, and the water level was
only 111 After a raft trip at 3.6' and
hardboating at 3.0', there is no other river
that I would rather run at this point in my
kayaking“career.” The $1.50 for the shuttle

are the people we must start to convince of

| the importance of getting this blatant user

fee rescinded. The small boating commu-
nity recognizes the problem, but with the
"help of the rafting companies throughout
the East, we can start to educate the gen-

t~eral public. With a public outcry, perhaps
+-the politicians will take notice and change

will occur.

Is this idea a bit idealistic and
naive? Yes, but, our other options are
limited. The protests are a good idea, but
they reach a small audience. Putting on
after 3:00 p.m. justisn't logistically an op-
tion for the raft trips run by my school, but
forour hardboat trips we can wait. | feelthe
AWA should put forth some sort of unified
front to oppose this type of fee onallrivers,
not just the Yough. The arrogance of the
park rangers in Ohiopyle and at the state
campground also needs to be addressed,
butmy guessisif we getrid of the user fee,
a large part of the ranger staff will follow!

Sincerely,
Roland Owens
Richmond, VA

Dear Chris,

| enjoyedthe July/Augustissue of
American Whitewater. (Any issue that ex-
tols the virtues of an openboater has to be
good|) I particularly liked your "You Can't
Go Home Again" article on the Yough. In
my opinion, you handled a touchy issue
very reasonably. Although you may have
an emotional attachmentto the river, your
article seemed well presented and
unemotional. | personally do not object to
nominal fees for river use IF the fees are
applied fairly and buy something useful for
the paddler, evenif continuedriveraccess.

Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,
Charles F. Buccola
Louisville, KY

Pﬂnnu-:
P I L E

rices evenraft
gu es can afford|
Whether you
orefer the heat of
summet,
solitude of winter
o light of the
moon,
Lunatic's
original designs
provide a new
level of comfortin
versdtile river wear
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The Clnuulz Control Fabric

Ilght to heavy
weight, soft pile
in colors
of the rainbow
and wild prints.

APPAREL

P.O.Box 122 e Long Creek, SC 29658

(803) 647-9912
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AWA's "Top 40" river issues

By POPE BARROW

First, the goodnews. 7992 has been a year of outstand-
ing whitewater conservation opportunities. Hydropower
reclicensing has been picking up steam throughout the country,
but whitewater interests, for once, have been ahead of the curve,
anticipating the issues. AWA has been bearing down hard on the
relicensing effort This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and it
MUST bedealtwith NOW! /fwe are successfulltherewill be some
fabulous new whitewater runs to float (like the Pine in Wisconsin),
and some of the old standbys (like the Deerfield) will have better
flows, better recreationalaccess, and more conservation-minded
management.

All the action has not been with relicensing, however.
Statewide wild and scenic campaignsreachedtheir goalin Arkan-
sas andMichigan and are gettingstartedin earnestin Washington
State and West Virginia. Now even Pennsylvnia has a Statewide
wild and scenic bill in Congress.

Federal wild and scenic no longer enjoys a monoply in
river conservation news. Other river protection ideas and tech-
niques are also beginning to take hold in Idaho, Alabama, and
elsewhere. In fact, the best opportunity ever to protectwhitewater
riversarose inan unlikelycontext-the National Energy Act- where
river advocates convinced the U.S. House of Representative to

pass an amendment allowing State's to protect their rivers from
Federally licensed hydropower projects. This amendmenthas an
excellent chance of being signed into law in October if key
Senators can be convinced to go along.

The bad news is that battles with harmful hydropower
develomentcontinueon the Klamathin Oregon, the North Fork of
the Payette, the Falls River in Idaho, the Kern, Clavey, and
Mokelumne in California, and in several other locations.

Equally as disturbing as the hydropower problems we
facearethethreatstoriver accesswhichwe are now encountering
throughoutthe country. If there is one major theme among the top
40 whitewater issues for 7992, accessisit. Our rightsto enjoy free
accessto whitewater runs is threatenedin one way or another at
numerouslocations, including LetchworthGorgeand the Mongaup
in New York, the YoughioghenyinPennsylvania,the Kennebecin
Maine, the Upper Blackwater in West Virginia, the Mokelumne in
California.

Through our regional coordinators, affiliate clubs, and
through a growing network of ties with river conservation groups
invariousregions, AWA has beenkeepingclosetabson whitewater
issuesaroundthe country, and throughout the world. Here are our
picks for the "top 40” whitewater issues in 1992.

10
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1. Kennebec, Maine
Issue: Access

Current Status: The Central Maine Power Company,
whichownstheaccesstothe KennebecRiver, beganthis summer's
boating season by imposing a new fee on private boaters for
access to the river. (Commercial raft companies long ago agreed
to pay for their for-profit use of the river.) Initially the private boater
fee was $5 per day, but after several weekends of vocal and
determined resistance from private boaters, the fee was reduced
to $1 per day. Privateboaters are stillresisting on the groundsthat
CMP is specifically required by its FERC license to provide free
public accessto the river. The battle lines were drawn when CMP
treatenedto arrestany boaters refusing to pay the fee on charges
of "theftof services". (The "services"apparentlyrefersto the water
releases.) Boaters who refuse to signwaiverswillalso be charged
with tresspass. After receiving repeated complaints, FERC en-
forcement staff finally decided to investigate whether or not CMP
is in violation of its license. Information: contact Tom Cristopher
(508-537-4285)

2 West Branch Penobscot, Maine
Issue: Relicensingofhydropowerproject.

Current Status: The relicensing of a paper company
hydro project which controls flowsin Ripogenous Gorge has now
become one of the "Flagship" relicensing cases in the nation.
Groups of every ilk are involved, from the AWA to the National
Park Service, New England Flow, the Conservation Law Founda-
tion, and the AppalachainMountain Club. Whitewater flowsin the
Gorge seem secure at the moment, and most of the groups
involvedare looking to achieve much more from the relicensing of
this project, including flows in other whitewater reaches impacted
by the project (like the Back Channel), protection of streamside
lands and sceniceasementson thousands of acres of forestlands
owned by the paper company elsewhere in Maine. This is an
ambitious effort whichis already outin front of the relicensing tidal=
wave. Whatever happens, this case will be a landmark in the

.............. SNSERVE

Scott Underhill photo
Bob Dellert surfs on the West Branch Penobscot

relicensingprocess for years to come. Information: contact Rich
Bowers (301-236-0436)
3. Moxie Stream, Maine
Issue: Relicensingof hydropower project.

Current Status: Moxie has been described as the best
class IV runin Maine. ithas at least4 runnable classV rapids and
an exciting take out above the 80 foot drop of Moxie Falls. The
whitewater is all in a 2-mile reach of the river downstream of the
dam whichis normally has no runnable flow. Boaters are asking
for 6 weeks of whitewater flows. So far the licensee is not

the Kayak and Canoe Club of New York, with a little help from
others in AWA and KCCNY, has reached an agreement with
FERC to require the power company to provide access and flows
onthe Mongaup for whitewater boatinguse. The firstrelease was
onJune 18. There will be 8 releases this year and 15 per year in
future years between April and October. So far, the levels are
limitedto 430ds. becausethelocal Delaware River National Park
Superintendant convinced the FERC that higher water levels

cooperting, but FERC has ordered that a recreational study be smwould prodice dangerous conditions on the Delaware. This claim

conducted. Information: contact Rich Bowers (301-236-0436)
4. Deerfield, Massachusetts
Issue: Relicensingof hydropower project.

Current Status: After many public and private meetings
and an extended period of negotiation, an agreement has been
reached between recreationalfenvironmental interests, led by
New England Flow (a coalition of all concerned groups), and the
New England Power Company. The agreement will provide for
flows for recreational use and will establish a fund, which the
company will pay into annually, to be used for environmental
mitigationand scenicenhancement. Itis expected that FERC will
include this agreementin a new license to be issued to the power
company for three dams on the Deerfield. Information: contact
Tom Cristopher (508-537-4285)

5 Mongaup, New York

is totally ridiculous, but FERC was convinced by some bogus
"studies" cooked up by the local park service superintendentin a
clumsy attempt to regain the support of local residents who have
dislike the parkservice ever since they first showedup inthe area.
Release dates can be determined from a hotline 914-577-2911.
Information: contact Ken Fishman, (212-228-5753)
6. Moose, New York.
Issue: Right of passage through canoeable segment.

Current status: A $5,500,000 trespass action has been
brought aginst 5 boaters who paddled a section of the South
Branch of the Moose which flows through posted property owned
by the Adirondack League Club. The boaters are being defended
by the SierraClub Legal Defense Fund. This will be a precedent-
settingcase. Information: contact Tom Kligerman (518-457-5920)

7. Youghiogheny, Pennsylvania

Issue: Access, flows.
CurrentStatus: In a suprising success, Ken Fischman of

Issue: Access
Current Status: Like the Gennessee in New York. the



« Custom Squirt Boats
« Cruise & Race Boats

Né\N N Source For:
@Vq « Custom Graphics
M . *Guarantee Finish Date

QO you'll Receive $100.00 off Boat Price

- _

Free Catalog

New Wave
2535 Roundtop Road
Middletown, Pa 17057

Phone (717)944-6320, Fax (717)944-0422
= —— )

Source For:

« Full Accessory Line
« Custom Spray Skirts
« Custom Helmets

\ V\(A'{éﬂww . Canoe & Kayak Repiir;/




Lower Yough in Ohiopyle State Park has become a case study in
over-regulation. There are astronomical fines now in place for
running Ohiopyle Falls and private boaters are continuously
persecutedand subjected to a humiliating tangle of fees and red
tapeby the State Parks authoritieswho seem determined to bleed
every last dime - and good will - from the boating community.
Things got so bad this summer that many dubs and individuals
boycotted the river and several boat-ins were staged to demon-
strate opposition to the new fees. The boat-ins were covered by
local TV stations, but park authorities have - so far = shown no
signs of easing up. Information: contact Tom Irwin (412-537-
6363)
8. Gauley and New Rivers, West Virginia
Issue: Expansion of National River and Recreation Area.
Possible hydro developmentat Gauley Dam

Current Status: The House of Representatives held
hearings and passed a bill sponsored by NICK RAHALL of West
Virginiato expand the GAULEY RIVER National RecreationArea
and the NEW RIVER Gorge National River by more than 12,000
acres. Most of the land, 8,819 acres, wouldbe addedto the Gauley
NRA. The State park at Carnifax Ferry would also be included.
Pipestem State Park would be added to the New River National
River. The possibility of hydroelecric power development at the
base of the Summersville Dam is still alive although any hydro
plant built at that location will have to comply with very stringent
terms and conditions to protect the recreationalusage of theriver.
The put-infor private boaters, as well as for commercial boaters,
may have to be moved slightly and improved and the astounding
sight of water pouring forth from the tubes would disappear
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tion: contact Jim Zoia (202-226-7761).

9. Thirteen riversin West Virginia (including the
Blackwater, Williams, Cranberry, and Shavers Fork).
Issue: national wild and scenic protection.

CurrentStatus: Acoalitioneffortled by the West Virginia
Rivers Coalition working hardto builda politicalconsensusfor wild
andscenicdesignationfor 13riversinthe faboulous Monongahela
National Forest. The coalition's mission is "to seek the conserva-
tion of West Virginia's exceptionalrivers and streams". Thisis the
first major statewide river conservation group in the eastern
United States. it is modelled to some degree on an extremely
effective western group, ldaho Rivers United. (Activists in new
York are now also trying to replicate the idea for new york State.)
The Forest Service had completedthe first phase of its study. The
only opposition so far has come from the State Department of
Natural Resources which has adopted a hostile and antagonistic
attitude. Information: contact Roger Harrison (304-472-0025)

10. James, Virginia
Issue: Possible wildand scenic designation

Current Status: The city of Richmond is considering
asking the Governor of VA to designate the falls of the James as
awildandscenicriver under section2(a)(ii) of the Federalwildand
scenic rivers law. This would eliminate the persistent threat of
hydropower development at various sites on the James in Rich-
mond. Information: contact Charles Ware (804-231-0118)

11. New, Virginia
Issue: Hydropowerrelicensing

Current Status: The Appalachain Power Company's
Buck Dam on the New River in Virginiahas a 1,700 foot bypass
reach with a 76 foot drop. Whitewater boaters are asking that

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS
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water be released into this potential class IV play spot and that
public recreational access be provided. Information: contact
Charles Ware (804-231-0118)
12. Russell Fork, Virginia and Kentucky
Issue: Recreationalflows

CurrentStatus: In June of this year the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers released a Draft Environmental Assessment of
proposed operational changes to Flannagan Reservoir. Unfortu-
nately the recommended alternative in this document was that
episodic flows for whitewater be provided at 800 cfs for 4 week-
ends in October. This generally will result in about 860 cfs in the
Russell Fork, far short of the 1,000 -1,500 cfs that whitewater
boating interests deem optimum. The official excuse given on
paperwasthat an endangeredplant, VirginiaSpirea, which grows
on the banksin severallocations, would get wet and be damaged
if flowswereinthe 1,500 cfsrange. Therealreason, however, was
that misguided pinheads in the Annapolis, Md., office of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Office decided that they liked 300 cfs because,
at that level, the river is easier for fishermen to wade in an attack
fishwithavengegance. Theyhave beenhammering onthe Corps
not to allow whitewaterflows, which are clearly not “wadeable” for
fishermen, onanyweekends.Information: contact James Stapeiton
(606-754-9779)

13. French Broad, North Carolina
Issue: Flood Control

CurrentStatus: Flood controldams have been proposed
on the North, West, and East Forks of the French Broad River in
Transylvania County. Studies are now underway. The projects
would destroy whitewater runs and trout fisheries. Information:
contact: David Whitmire (704-966-925
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14. Tallulah, Georgia
Issue: Hydropowerrelicensing

Current Status: The Tallulah Canyonbelow the Georgia
Power Company's Tallulah Falls Power Project is an incredible
place. Before the projectwas built, it was the most popular scenic
attraction in north Georgia. In addition to the scenic beauty, this
gorge has 2 miles of class IV whitewater which is bypassed by the
project diversion. the run includes 15 and 20 foot runnable
waterfalls, as well as a 90 footer. AWA is asking FERC to require
whitewater flows in this section as a condition of relicensing the

project. Information: contact Rich Bowers (301-236-0436)
15. Little, Alabama.
Issue: New National Preserve

Current Status: The bill to make Alabama's LITTLE
RIVER CANYON a National Preserve passed the House easily
but has an uncertain future in the Senate where Alabama’s
Senator Shelby is either reluctant or asleep at the switch. South-
ernboatersneedto lightafire under Senator Shelby to get behind
the Little River bill. Now is the time to do it. Information: contact:
Ken Burst (205-733-0131)

16. Eight riversin Arkansas.
Issue: national wild and scenicprotection.

Current Status: A Federal wild and scenic rivers bill for
ARKANSASwasenactedinto lawin April of thisyear, designating
8 rivers for a total of over 200 river miles. This bill included 6
whitewater rivers for permanent Federal protection, PINEY
CREEK, the BUFFALO,the COSSATOT, the LITTLEMISSOURI,
the MULBERRY, and RICHLAND CREEK. Information: contact
Bill kennedy (501-835-8583)

17. Fourteen riversin Michigan.
Issue: national wild and scenicprotection.

CurrentStatus: After alengthy struggle with recalcitrant
State agencies, an omnibus Federalwild and scenicrivers bill for
MICHIGANwas enactedinto lawin February. This bill designates
7 whitewater rivers for permanent Federal protection, including
segments of the Black (14 miles), tributaries of the Ontonagon
(157.4 miles), the Paint (51 miles), the Pine (25 miles), the
Presquelsle (57 miles), the Sturgeon (43.9 miles), and the Brule
(33 miles). Good whitewater is not overabundantin Michigan (the
entire State has only 250 miles of whitewater) so enactment of this
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billis abig plus. Information: contact RichBowers(301-236-0436)
18. Pine River, Wisconsin
Issue: Hydroelectricrelicensing

Current Status: Boaters and river conservationists are
trying to improve the recreationalopportunities at the Pine River
in the FERC relicensing process. A recreational flow study was
conducted by the National Park Srvicetechnical assistance office
(whichlocalboatersenthusiasticallyenjoyed); however, the power
company did not include any flows for whitewater in its license
application. This may mean that a fight at FERC is unavoidable.
Evendam removalis an option. Information: contact Rich Bowers
(301-236-0436)

19. Arkansas, Colorado
Issue: Almost everything.

Current Status: With more than 190,000 commercial
passengers and an additional 18,000 private boaters floating the
Arkansas every year, the Arkansas is not only the most popular
whitewater run in the nation, but one of the most troubled.
Commercial use has been growing at 18% per year in recent
years. With so many river users, the managementplan must now
be rewritten to allocate outfitter user days. Private boaters are
indirectly affected since the system for commercial boaters will
one-daybe regulated. BLM has determinedtheriverto be eligible,
but Royal Gorge was not included in the study. There are other
problems. Several dam proposals (City of Colorado Springs and
Aurora) arepending, awildand scenicstudyis underwayandlocal
boaters are working to imprive private boater access. Nothingin
the State river managment plan prevents dam construction and
the city of Colorado Springs has proposed 2 different dams (the
Mount Princeton and Elephant Rock dams) above Buena Vista,
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eachof whichwould divert up to 1/3 of theriver. The BLMwildand
scenic study ignored the incredibly scenic Royal Gorge section.
Meanwhile, there are access problems for privte boaters to boot.
Information: contact Ric Alesch (303-985-8620)
20. Clear Creek, Colorado
Issue: New dam and quarry under consideration.

CurrentStatus: The Colorado Water Resources Agency
is studying a new water supply dam which could destroy this
popular whitewater run just northwest of Denver. A permit to
construct a quarry next to the river (increasing noise, traffic and
pollutionin the canyon) was denied by Jefferson County and now
appears dead. Information: contact Bill Baker (303-972-8437)

21. Gunnison, Colorado

Issue: Possible water diversion; hydro proposal; wildand scenic

Current Status: The AB Lateral Project proposes to
divert water from the river near Montrose for hydropower, reduc-
ing early spring and fall levels in the Ower Gunnison gorge. In
December, the Bureau of Reclamation approved the AB Lateral
Project, but developers still need financing for the project and a
section404 permitfromthe Army Corpsof Engineers.Inaddition,
ArapahoeCounty proposesto divertwater fromthe upper Gunnison
to the front range for municipal water supply (lawn sprinklers).
Meanwhile a preliminary permit has been issued by FERC for a
hydro development which would flood the Dominguez Canyon
and 3,000 acres of BLM wilderness study area. Still pending in
Congress without action so far this year is a bill, introduced by
Colorado Congressman Ben Nighthorse Campbell, to designate
several sections of the Gunnison as Federal wild and scenic.
Information: contact Todd Robertson, Colorado Environmental
Coalition
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22. Yampa, Colorado
Issue: Cross Mountain and Juniper Mountain Dams;
wild and scenic

CurrentStatus: The ColoradoRiver Water Conservation
District continues to push for these 2 dams in northwest Colorado
for hydropower and water diversion. Meanwhile, as a result of a
lawsuit filed by the Colordo Environmental Coalition, the BLM is
studying 83 miles of the river above Dinosaur National Monument
for possible wild and scenic status. Three segments of the river
have been found eligible and "suitability” study is now underway.
The Yampa is the last undammedpriver in the Colorado Basin and
has excellentwhitewaterin Cross Mountain Canyon. Information:
contact Ric Alesch (303-985-8620)

23. Animas, Colorado
Issue: Possible irrigation diversion

Current Status: The proposed $640 million Animas La
Plata Project would divert water from the Animas near Durango
into the LaPlata to provide agricultural water to farmers south of
Durango and for the Ute Indian Reservation. A groundbreaking
ceremony was recently held althoughfunding for the projectis not
yet available and the whole project is temporarily jammed up by
a lawsuit brought by the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund to
require the Bureau of Wrecklamation to study the effects on
fisheries in the San Juan River. Information: contact Bill Baker
(303-972-8437)

24. Freemont, Utah
Issue: Proposed waterproject

CurrentStatus: The Wayne County Water conservation
District plns to build a 3.5 mile long reservoir behind a 108 foot all
dam on the Freemont iust west of Capitol Reef National Park,

T flooding out part of a class -Vl section featuring fantastic

scenery, technical whitewater and numerous portages. Informa-
tion: contact Mark White (801-582-3445)
25. Colorado, Arizona
Issue: Flows from Glen Canyon Dam

Current Status: The Grand Canyon Protection Act has
passed both Houses of Congress, but finallanguage dealingwith
the protection of environmental, cultural, and natural resources
affectedbyflowsfrom Glen Canyon Damis now being debated by
aHouse and Senate conferencecommittee. Information: contact
Dave Conrad (202-797-6697)

26. East Fork of Owyhee, Idaho
Issue: Environmentaldegradation due to bombingrange

Current Status: The latest proposal for an Air Force
bombing range in Idaho (supported by governor Ceal Andrus)
would threaten all of the unique and wild Owyhee country desert

“-rivers with two impact zones, one on Deep Creek and the other
+-south of the East Fork Owyhee. Live bombs willnot be used under

the latestplan, but dummy bombs and flares are expected to burn
up plenty of native grassland. Local groups, led by Idaho Rivers
United, are vigorously opposingthe Air Force plans. Information:
contact Wendy Wilson (208-343-7481)
27. Falls, Idaho
Issue: Hydropower

Current Status: Despite belated efforts by recreational
interests and the State of Idaho, the 9.1 MW Falls River hydro
plantwas licensedby FERC in Freemont, Co. Idaho. Construction
is 75% complete. The project will dewater 7 miles of class Il
whitewater (and trout habitat). Whitewater groups were caught

off-guard by a quiet developer, but project opponents predicted
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that water would leak from an old irrigation canal and make the |
penstock unstable. FERC ignored the warning, but sure enough,
that is exactly what happened. On June 11, the penstock col- | |
lapsed and 20,000 tons of silt washed into the stream, creating
what Idaho Governor Cecil Andrus has called "an ecological |
disaster”. Information: contact Wendy Wilson (208-343-7481) |
28. Salmon, Idaho |

Issue: national wild and scenic protection. |

Current Status: A bill to designate the Lower Main |
Salmon in Idaho as Federal Wild and Scenic is pending in |
Congress as thisissue goes to press. Information: contact Wendy |
Wilson (208-343-7481)

29. Eighty-sixrivers, Washington
Issue: national wildand scenic protection.

Current Status: A bill— which looks like a reallong shot
for this Congress — to designate 86 riversin WashingtonState as
Wild and Scenic was introduced by retiring Congressman Miller. |
A large number of the rivers in Miller's bill have whitewater runs, |
including Canyon Creek, the North Fork of the Skykomish, the
Nisqually, the Methow, the Wenatchee, and Icicle Creek. Informa-
tion: contact Doug North (206-284-2466)

30. White Salmon, Washington
Issue: Relicensingof hydropowerproject.

Current Status: Below the existing popular whitewater
runis a 11 mile reach whichis bypassed by the hydro diversior
at the Condit Project but which may have additional high quality
whitewater. AWA is asking FERC to require Pacificorp to da
whitewater recreation feasiblity studies for this reach befora

relicensing the project. Information: contact Rich Bowers (301- i .
236-0436? Prel ( Gracie Goddard runs a White Salmonrapidin Washington,:
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31. Elwha, Washington
Issue: Possibleremovalof 2 existinghydropowerdams

Current Status: Numerous environmental groups are
asking that 2 existing hydropower dams (Glines Canyon and
Elwha) on this fabulous whitewater river be removed. The park
service has studiedthe removal option and foundit feasible. This
would set an exciting national precedent which might be followed
elsewhere. Environmentalgroups andthe park serviceargue that
one project cannot be relicensed by FERC since it is inside a
Olympic National Park. But, FERC is clinging to its reputation for
hydromania, and refuses to cede authority to the park service.
Information: contact Carol Volk (206-876-6780)

32. Klamath, Oregon

Issue: Possible hydropower development (Salt Caves Project)

Current Status: The City of Klamath Falls continues to
push ahead with this heavily contested project and numerous
environmentalgroups continue to fighton all fronts. The State has
denied a 401 water quality permit on technical grounds (water
temperature), but the denial may be overturned by courts on
appeal. Although the affected segmentof the Klamath is off-limits
to hydro under State law (enacted by Statwide referendum), the
FERC has announced that its license would nullify the State law.
Federal Wild and Scenic status is still a possibility, but only a
remote one at this point. Information: contact Bob Doppelt (503-
345-0119)

33. Deschutes, Oregon

Issue: Rivermanagement; private/commercialpermitallocations

Current Status: The debate of establishing river use
limits for the popular Descutes River and how to allocate use

amona commercial outfitters and between commercial and non-
e e
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commercial users has intensified. This river now has as many as
1400 boater on a single summer weekend day so it seems
inevitble that the Bureau of Land Managementwill establishsome
kind of daily limitand allocate slots among competingusers. Many
private boaters, including AWA Director Ric Alesch, are asking
that a "freedom of choice" system be established to provide
flexible and fair allocations among all users. Some agency and
Wasco County officials are pusing for rigid monoply use alloca-
tionsfor commercialrafters. Information: contactRic Alesch (303-
985-8620)
34. Mackenzie; Oregon
Issue: Relicensingofhydropowerproject.

Current Status: The Leaburg Project, owned by the City
of Eugene, controls flows in the McKenzie for 20 miles of class |l
water above the town of Springfield. In addition, there is a 5-mile
bypassed reach of the river which may have good whitewater if
flows were provided. AWA is asking FERC to require whitewater
feasibility studies as a condition of relicensingthis project. Infor-
mation: contact Rich Bowers (301-236-0436)

35. Kern; California
Issue: Hydropowerrelicensing; access.

Current Status: One relicensing case is now pending
before FERC with 3 others due in 1996. The minimum streamflow
inthe Kernisnow 0 cfs in winter and summer flows for whitewater
are not what they couldbe. Itis clear that changesin power plant
operations to provide minimum streamflows, together with epi-
sodic releases for recreation, would improve this river's ecosys-
tem and recreational potential. Meanwhile, on the wild and scenic
section of the river a new Forest Service management plan has
raised commercial limits from 125 passengers to 180 per day.
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Thatplan also established new privte and commerciallimitsforthe

North Fork of the Kern. The planincreases private and commer-
cial per day levels from 15 boaters each to 18 each. Permits are
first come first served. Information: contact Ron Stork (916-442-
3155)
36. Clavey; California
Issue: hydropowerproposal; possible wildand scenic.
Currentstatus: The Claveyis a scenic class Vwhitewater

run in the Sierra Nevada montains, a trib of the Tuolumne. The _|

Turlock Irrigation District, one of California's most dangerous dam
buildingagencies, hasappliedto FERC for alicensetobuildadam
on the Clavey innundating about 8 miles of river and diverting
water fromanadditionall4 miles. Thisprojectis areal threat since
itis consideredby some to be one of the few hydropower projects
still on the drawing boards in California which may actually be
financially feasible. Friends of the River, AWA and others have
intervenedinthe FERC case. In an exceptionallygutlessreaction
to the hydro application, the Forest Service concludedits wild and
scenic study of the Clavy by finding it eligible for inclusion in the

Dean Fairburn in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison.

system, but 'unsuitable” due to the cost of managing such a . (the Doolittle proposal), both wouldflood outlarge segmentsof the

remove wilderness river and because the hydro developer has

already spent so much money developing his dam and diversion |

plans. Information: contact Richard Roos-Collins (916-442-3155)
37. American, California
Issue: Possible construction of Auburn Dam
Current Status: The Auburn Dam proposal continues to
plague river conservationist in California and throughout the
nation. On July 22, 1992, extensive hearing were held on two
proposals, both opposed by river conservationists. Although one
(the Fazo proposal) would be slightly less damagingthanthe other

North and Middle Forks of the American and greatly damage the
scenic, ecological,andrecreational qualities of the river. The flood
control benefits are highly questionable for technical and eco-
nomic reasons. The Congressional hearings did not resolve any
of the issues or answer any of the questions raised by conserva-
tions opposing these projects. Information: contact Ron Stork
(916-442-3155)
38. Merced River, California
Issue: Possible wild and scenic protection for Lower Merced
Current Status: Designation of 8 miles of the Lower
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Located on the MadawaskaRiver, MKC
provides al equipment and transportation
during the course, as well as the creature
comforts of a vacation resort, including
delicious meals served up with old world
hospitality. And better yet, our rivers are
clean, warm and uncrowded.
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unforgetioble PADDLING VACATION!

MADAWASKA . .
KAnu et

Ontorio KO 1B
= =

Summer: (613) 756-3620
—_—_————

] 1

Winter: (416) 447-8845

—_—

R




CONSERVE

Mercedas Wild and Scenic (in addition to the existing 71 miles on
the main stem and 43 miles on the South Fork) is still pendingin
Congress, stalled by personality disputes between Congres-
sional staff egos. This section of the Merced as good whitewater
(class II-1V) and the best wilderness camping on the whole river.
If the designation does not pass the dam, which would drown the
river up to Briceburg, may be built. Information: contact Friends of
the River (916-442-3155)
39. Mokelumne, California
Issues: Proposedhydropowerprojects; access restrictions,
water projects.

Current Status: Amador County's license application
beforeFERCto build the Devils Nose Damis stillpendingand San
Joaquin County has obtained a preliminary permit to investigate
construction of a Middle Bar Dam. Both dams are environmental
nightmares. The Middle Bar dam would wreck a 2.5 mile class lI-
Il whitewater section just downstreamof the Electrarun while the |
Devil's Nose project would ruin a class Il-V segment. Meanwhile
the East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EMUD) has closed the
shoreline of the Middle Bar run to all recreation although thisis a
navigable waterwayand the shorelineis subject to FERC author-
ity. Friends of the River plan to ask FERC to make the EBMUD
open up access to the Middle Bar run. EBMUD is reluctant to let
boating get a serous foothold on this run since they want to raise -{
the Pardee Dam to bring more water to Oakland. This would
completelyflood out the Middle Bar run. Information: contact Ron
Stork (916-442-3155)

40. Stanislaus. Main Stem and North Fork, California
Issue: Water project andpossible hydropower project
Current Status: Irriaation districts in the San Juaauin

Valley have plans to divert water from the Main Stem of the
Stanislaus just upstream of the Goodwin Dam run, a class IV-V
run. The whitewater character of this run would be dramatically
alteredif these plans go forward.The Calaveras Co. Water District
and Northern Cal. Power Agnecy have applied for preliminary
permits to build the Ramsey-French Meadows hydro project

L which would eliminate the Boards Crossing Run on the N.Fork of

the Stan. This project really has conservationists worried since, at
an estimated4 cents per kilowatthour, this would be the cheapest
bighydroproject builtin Californiainrecentyears. The U.S. Forest
Service has recommended the affected section for Federal wild
and scena designation, but the agency is under a lot of political
pressuretoreverse thtdecision.Information: contact Steve Evans

| (916-442-3155)

M E ALSO RANS
A number of significant whitewater rivers with issues
pending did not make the top 40 category this year, but deserve
HONORABLE MENTION. Among these are: the Saco in Maine,
the Little in Massachusetts, the Gennesse, Raquette, Black,
Beaver, Mohawk, Sacandaga, and Hoosic in New York and
Sespe Creek in California. Details are as follows:

Saco, Maine
Issue: Relicensingofhydropowerproject.
Current Status: On the Saco River boaters are asking
FERC o require whitewaterreleasesin a 4,000 foot bypass reach
with a 46 foot drop known as the "New River Channel". Informa-
tion: contact, Rich Bowers (301-236-0436)
Little, Massachusetts.
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Issue: Limited access andpoor flow information.

CurrentStatus: AWAregionalcoordinatorE.J. McCarthy
continues his persistent effort to press the Town of Springfieldto
allow private boaters access through Springfield Water Dept.
property to this dass llI-1V run in Massachusetts (just east of the
Farmington). The Town continues to stonewall E.J.'s efforts.
Information: contact: E.J. McCarthy (RR 380-A, W. Cornwall, Ct.
06796)

Genesee, New York
Issue: River Access Restrictions

Current Status: NY State Parks authority has overregu-
lated the Letchworth Gorge section of the Gennessee to an
unprcedented degree. Paddlers are required to sign up 2 days in
advance of paddling the river, pay fees to boat the whitewater
section, and navigte an absolutely incredible maze of liability
waivers(which vary dependingon water levels). Atlevelsdeemed
"to high" by park bureaucrats, all kayaking is prohibited. This
situation may be the ultimate in benighted public land
management./nformation: contactJerry Hergrave (716-663-3888)
Raquette, Black, Beaver, Mohawk, Sacandaga, and Hoosic,

New York
Issue: Relicensing of hydropowerprojects.

Current status: Whitewater boaters are struggling with
Niagara Mohawk to provide whitewater releases, access, and
scenicimprovementsat a large number of hydro porjects owned
by NIMO and now engaged in relicensing. NIMO has released a
statewide recreation plan which falls far short of expectations.
Realizingthe odds are against success, whitewater boaters have
joined with anumber of other groupsthroughoutthe Stateinanew

CONSERVE

base and establisha better funded and more powerful Statewide
river conservationeffort, which will include relicensing as a major
component. The first meeting was held in Watertown on July 25.
The organization will be modelled on Idaho Rivers United, the
West Virginia Rivers Coalition, and other successful State river
conservation groups. Information, contact Pete Skinner (518-
585-7580)
Sespe Creek, California
Issue: national wildand scenic protection.

Current Status: As part of another law, signed on this
summer 31.5 miles of SESPE CREEK in SouthernCalifornia was
designated as a national wild and scenic river. Information:
contact Keith Beck (213-546-1780)

Twenty-eight rivers in Pennsylvania
Issue: National Wildand Scenic

Current Status: Congressman Peter Kostmayer, a key
congressionalriver conservation advocate, has introduced legis-
lation to designate 28 rivers in Pennsylvnia for study for posible
indusioninthe wild and scenicriverssystem. Numerous whitewater
runs are on the list, including the Lehigh, Muddy Creek, and
Stoney Creek. Information: contact Brian Dixon (202-225-4276)

Blackwater, West Virginia
Issue: Accessrestrictions.

Current Status: Due to West VirginiaPark rules, access
to the class V-VI section of the Upper Balckwater through
Blackwater Falls State Park s in doubt. Localboaters have been
meetingwith the local park Superintendent whois very coopertive,
but he may be hamstrung by the rulebook. Both sides are looking
for a creative solution. Information: contact Johnn Regan (301-746-

coalition called "New York Waterways” to broaden the political | 5290)
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What's Up?

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up on Waterline!
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North Fork and Middle Fork Snoqualmie, Washington
Issue: Accessproblems

Current Status: Stormy relations between boaters and
the Weyerhaeuser Company have led to access problems for
boaters at the put-in and take out on the North Fork. Another
private landowner temporarily blocked the take-out for the Middle
Fork run. Boaters are looking for a new take out to avoid future
problems. Information: contact Sandie Nelson (206-547-7886)

Armuchee Creek and other rivers, Georgia

Issue: Riveraccessproblems

Current Status: A tresspass case againstboaters willbe
heard by Georgia Courtsin Februrary. The State Supreme Court
has already upheld alower court opinionthat Armuchee Creekis
nonnavigableand can thereforebe dosed to recreationalboating
by landowners. The case was brought by a river-side landowner
against kayakers and canoeistswho allegedly behaved badly on
streamside lands. This decision suggeststhat no whitewater river
in Georgia would be considered legally open to recreational
boating. In a prior case, the popular Chatahoochee River was
found non-navigable. Even State agencies are ganging up on
canoeists. Recently, on NotchawayCreek, boaters were arrested
for boatingthrough private property posted as dsoed by the State
DNR. The legislature is no help either. Legislation has been
proposed which would guarantee boaters the right to paddle, but
it currently has no chance of passage. The bottom line: Georgia
has the worst access situationin the nation so far as river runners
are concerned. Information: contact Andy Warshaw (404-373-
6683)

INTERNATIONAL RIVER ISSUES MOVE FRONT AND
CENTER IN 1992

Unfortunately, the United States does not have a mo-
nopoly onriverabuse, and withwhitewaterenthusiastsbecomming
increasingly willing to travel long distances to experience the
ultimate in river running, internationalriver issues have become a
much greater concern. For whitewater boaters and wilderness
river trippers, the foreign rivers which are currently most threat-
ened are the Bio Bio in Chile, the Tatshenshiniand Great Whale
in Canada, and the Pacuare in Costa Rica.

Here is a quick run down on these.

Tatshensinni, Alaska.
Issue: Environmentaldamage fromproposedmine.

Currentstatus: Legislation has beenintroduced by Con-
gressmanWayne Owens of Utah and Seantor Al Gore of Tennes-
see to voice Congressional opposition to the proposed Windy
Craggy Mine mine on the TATSHENSHINI River in Canada
upstream of where it flows into Alaska.The mine would severely
impact the wilderness quality of this amazing wild and beautiful
river by dynamiting the top off Windy Craggy Mtn, creating ahuge
open pit mine, storing 18,500 tons of highly acid waste rock each
day in a 4 1/2 mile long reservoir with an earthen dam located on
3 earthquake faults, construct 65 miles of road and two pipelines
in a wilderness. Information: contact Tom Cassidy (202-547-
6900)

Great Whale and other James Bay Rivers, Quebec
Issue: Hydropower

CurrentStatus: Severalmammouth hydro powr propos-
als are being pushed by the Quebec political leadership, adding to
the already immense destruction wreaked by existing Quebec
Hydro projects on James Bay rivers. The Great Whale Project, for
example, would destroy whitewaterrivers, canoeing streams, and
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fisheries as well as move the Cree Indians from their historic Hlﬁﬁlns
hunting and fishingareas. The power would be soldto New York

and New England. In a stunning setback for Quebec Hydro, after W G Eﬁ R

ahighly plijblicize?lri\éer tripby Bobbyrr](ennedy and Petfe Skinner, * Solid Ash ¢ Polyurethane Coated ®
New York cancelled its power purchase contract. Information: ; ; ]
contact Pete Skinner (518-585-7580) Folding Chais & Rollup Tables
Bio Bio, Chile APlaceto go When the Adventure Ends
Issue: Hydropower Three Sizes * Kids * Standard. * Expedition
Current Status: River conservationgroupsin the United Heavy Weight Cordura in a Rainbow of Colors!
States and Chile have succeeded in temporarily stalling the P.0. Box 22
financing for the first of 6 huge dams to be built on Chile's premier Steve Higgins Long Creek, SC 29658

whitewater river, the Bio Bio. The project, known as the "Pangue
Dam" is not yet dead, but prospects that the Chilean electric
company, ENDESA, will receive fundiing from the World Bank
(IFC) in 1992 have dimmed considerably. This is partially due to
efforstby AWA whichhelpedbring Grupo de Accion Por EIBioBio,
aChilean environmentalgroup, and a Peheuenche Indianleader,
to Washington, D.C. in May of this year. They created quite a stir
at the Bank when they explained to bank officials, up dose andin
person, the environmental and economic harm that the Pangue
Project would do. Information: contact Steve Gates (202-463-
4378)

Pacaure, Cost Rica

Issue: Hydropower
Current status: An environmentalimpact statement will
be begunin December. Thus far, boatershave had little influnece
over the proposed dam plans and the feasibility studiesnow being
carried out involve almost no publicinput. Financing has not yet
been approved. Information: contact: Rio Tropicales 011-506-

2nd Place Winner at 1992 National Whitewater Film Festival 1

A TOKEN OF MY EXTREME

Sh back and watch from the safety of your livingroom as the "Bad Dogs" of '_:F_n__
Friendsville push the outer limits of whitewater boating to the edge. g

First Jeff Snyder and Jan Kellner Squirt their way down the Cheat river.
Then, t he crew from Friendsville head out to run some of t he steepest
local creeks in Thrillseekers, the revolutionary new high performance

ducky. They take on the Top yough, Decker's Creek, and the wild one,

Quarry Run which drops 500 feet in just over half a mile.

This video Is 35 minutes of nonstop action with great musle and of course
Rincludes at the end what every armchair boater loves to watch...
CRASH AND BURN!

To get your VHS copy of A Token of mv Extreme
send $2935 + $3.00 shippingto:

Blackwater Video
659 Madison Ave or call: RapidVision USA
Morgantown WV 26505 (304) 292-4048

Mastercard and Via accepted
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Boatersresist
Kennebec fees

Boaters in New
England are now paying for
the privilege of accessing one
of the region's premier
whitewater resources, the
Kennebec River. Kayakers,
boaters, siteseers, and
picnickersare all being
charged $1 for access to this
resource.

If they refuse to pay,
the Central Maine Power Co.
has Somerset County
Sheriff's deputies on guard at
the gate--ready to arrest
kayakers and boaters for
“theft of services." The local
Assistant District Attorney,
William Bagdhoyanrefused to
recognize FERC’s sole
jurisdiction in this access fee
issue and has informed New

he intends to prosecute any
individuals that try to access
the waters of the Kennebec
River or Indian Pond without
paying the $1 fee.

The local media has
extensively reportedthe
issue. Reprinted below is an
-+ article written by Betta
| Stothart, Associate Editor of
| the Maine Times, Topsha,
| Maine:

After protesting
kayakers said they wouldn't
pay $5 for access to the
KennebecGorge, Central
Maine Power (CMP) recon-
sidered and lowered the rate
to $1.

But kayakers are not

T England FLOW'’s attorney that -

Scott Underhill photo

Magic Falls in the Kennebec Gorge.

satisfied,and last weekend,
those unwilling te pay the
entrance fee were met by a
sheriff's deputy at the gate.

CMP owns the dam
at the entrance of the gorge
and the land where the
kayakers put into the dass Il
and IV waters.

“The sheriff was

passing &ut warnings and
said we would be arrested for
theft of services if we tried to

| pass through again without

paying or signing the release

| forms,” says Wolfgang Kaiser,

chairman o the Appalachian
Mountain Club Canoe
Committee in Maine and
member of New England
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919-883-7410 — We deliver.

1310 Starr Dr., High Point, NC 27260.
Designs by Wilderness Systems, Jess
Whittamore., Wick Walker, Tom
McEwan, and John Abbenhouse.
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FLOW, an affiliation of
whitewater enthusiasts.

Kayakers say they
should not have to pay
anything if they park along the
road and walk in, citing a May
19 interview on Al Diamon's
WGAN radio show, in which
CMP President Matthew
Hunter said, "The $1 fee is for
parking the car...lf you want to
walkin...I know there is no
charge at all.”

Kayakers say
Hunter's rules have not
applied and they are being
charged whether they drive or
walk to the put-in.

Hunter told Mai ne
Ti nes that since the WGAN
interview, the rules were
changed since the fee has
beenloweredto $1 per
person. He says the charge
goes toward costs to maintain
facilities used by kayakers.

Hunter says the
original plan was not to
charae kayakers who float the
entire river without stopping to

1" use facilities half-way down at

Carry Brook. “Tt turned out it
wasn't practical so we
changed the fee."

The stand-off raises
questions of accessibility to
publicly-owned resources.
Through the dam, the
Kennebec River is managed
but not owned by CMP.
However, CMP owns the land
around the river and feels it
has the right to charge for
maintenance of the facilities it
provides recreational users.
Kayakers disagree, arguing
now, as they did in April (MT,
4/24/92), that the river
belongs to the people of
Maine and CMP has no right
to charge for access. They
also believe that CMP would
raise the rates over time.

“The Federal Power
Act guarantees free access to
any navigable waters," says
Tom Christopher, secretary
and co-director of New
England FLOW, representing
11 user groups including the

American Canoe Association,
American Rivers, the Appala-
chian Mountain Club, the
AWA and the U.S.
Whitewater Team.

"CMP will tell you
'we have a right to charge,’
but the residents of Maine
and private boaters have the
right to access, granted by
federal statute.”

Normand Rodrigue,
CMP's manager of land
management and develop-
ment says his company sees
it differently. "We disagree
that we have to provide free
accessin every case. We
think our license allows us to
charge reasonable rates for
the facility.”

Rodrigue says land
improvements, including
roads, parking lots, changing
rooms at Harris Station and
downstream are maintained,
and most were installed
specifically for kayakers and
rafters.

_ Capitol investments |

projected for facilities state-
wide were 3 million dollars.
Rodrigue says it costs
approximately $23,205
annually to maintain the
facilities at Harris Dam for
private boaters, alone, or
$2.73 per person.

"Our ratepayers
have had to support these
costs in the past. This year
we decided to require that
private users help defray the
costs," says Rodrigue.

Christopher says
ratepayers are not the issue.
"What CMP is doing in effectis
developing a scenario that pits
recreationalists against the
ratepayers." But, says Christo-
pher, 'there is no statutein the
Federal Power Act and no ar-
ticle in CMP’s license that al-
lows them to benefit the
ratepayer at the expense of any
other user group." Christopher
says CMP stockholders, not
ratepayers, will benefit most

Please wm to page 86
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all inflatable cataraft!

First made for video boats on the Tully River
in Australiain 1986, the SHREDDER has

been built and & power-tested ever since. A
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fastin flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch

their limits...hole punching and |

We are committed to
e premise that "heavy
_duty" does not mean
B

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
/ 18" X 28"! The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES..... w

*= floor == D-rings = [ope
= splash screen == foot stirrups

Airtight Inflatables

SHREDDERS ° RAFTS

STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS * ACCESSORIES
*length = 124", color = black
width = 58" * weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - 329 - 8668
tube diameters available = 18.5", 20", 21" Box 36 Ohiopyle, Pa 15470
neoprene/nylon
ASK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $900 to $1250



Paddlers
go home!

Boatersendureangy
fisherman, iratelocal citizens
and areluctant utility to
open awhitewater river

by KEN FISCHMAN
1. The Midnight Telephone Call

As our kayak-laden cars pulled
up to the bridge, we were greeted with the
sightof angryfaces and signboards stating
" Whitewater Boaters Go Home". Police-
men, reporters, and picksters milled around.
Some of the protesters greeted us with
obscene gestures emanating from their
upraised middle fingers. We had come to
the Mongaup to conduct a whitewater test
as part of a study being made by the
__Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Open canoeists test Mongaup rapids during whitewater feasibility test.

(FERC) to determine the suitability of this
dam-controlledriver for recreationalboat-
ing. What in the world had we done to
deserve this furious enmity, and what had

broughtus here to this confrontationonthe
Mongaup river?

Please turn te page 83
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BRIEFS

The Hunt For

|RON
RING

Outfitters andpaddlers
join in search for lost
Gauley River artifact.

By MAC THORNTON

IRONRING -- Class VI -- ... a
particularlydangerousrapid. Asaresultof
blastinga channelforlogs to float through,
ajagged, terminalobstruction was created
midstream! Whathappenshereis that the
river necks down just above the jagged
rock. About?/3ofthe waterkeepsongoing
down the right side -- the restrecirculates
above the obstructionbefore flushingover,
under, around and throughit. Below the
obstruction there is yet another hole that
makes Woodall Shoals look comical. To
addtothe objectivedangeroflronRing, we
alsohave a situation where normally sane,
mild-manneredpaddlers decide to do a
tango with the grimreaper.

Whitewater Home Companion, Southeast-
ern Rivers 1. (1981)

IRONRING -- The rapid is named
for a huge eye ring setin the rocks. ...
Class 6. Carryon the left or run tightright
and upright.

Wild Water West Virainia (1980)

All but a few Upper Gauley pad-
dlersrunironRing rapid these days. Thus,
it's hard to imagine the intense psychologi-
cal grip the rapid had on paddlers up untila
few years ago. True, Iron Ring has an
obviouslydangerous, grosslyundercutrock
in the middle-left at the bottom, with a
nasty, semi-terminalhole just below. True,
the traditional right hand route tends to
push errant paddlers up to and over the
obstructionand into the hole.

P T e e T T T T

Divers enter poolabove Iron Ring rapid (at low water) to search for lost artifact.

In the mid-1980’s, someone dis-
covered a route that now seems equally
obvious. Starttop left. Paddletowardsthe
niiddle skirtingtwo shallowholes. Runthe
crux of the rapid headed right, cross-cut-
ting the main current, and exit bottomright.

So many marginal Gauley pad-
dlers manage this route without getting
their hair wet that the old guidebook de-
scriptions now seem comical. One first-
time Gauley paddler even wrote an article
entitled, "Iron Ring =~ Piece of Cake." An
excessive show of bravado there for sure.

But this article is not about the
rapid itself, but about the atiiadthat gave
Iron Ring its name, a name with a mys-
tique that broughtabject terror to paddlers
foryears. About30years ago, exploratory
pisddlers named the awesome rapid after
the heavy iron eyering set ominously ona
rock shelf above the rapid. Local histori-
ai s believe the iron ring served as an
aichor point for a safety rope suspended
above the rapid for lumberjacks trying to
break up log jams around the turn of the
century. It could also have served as an
aichor for a suspension bridge which ex-
i sted within the memory of older denizens.

Sometimein the springof 7988,
omeone sawed off the iron ring and all
that remains is the stub protruding use-
lessly from the rock shelf.

That's whenl met Dave Arnold, a
co-owner of Class VI River Runners, one
of the most successful rafting oultfitters in
the area. We put up a $100 reward and
distributed WANTED -- IRON RING post-

ersallover the area, butnothinghappened
for a couple of years.

Finally a lead came forward
throughanintermediary. Theintermediary
told us the ring had been taken by a local
who was angry about having his fishing
disturbedby boaters. Noticingthe interest
in the iron ring, he sawed it off and tossed
itin the river, it was said.

Dave then contacted "Sarge's
Dive Shop"on SummersvilleLake and told
the saga of the ironring to "Sarge" Adams,
the former sheriff of Nicholas County, Mark
Allen, and two other divers. On a beautiful
summer day, Conrail lent the group a"high
railer," a pick-up truck which can run on
railroad tracks, and they headed down the
railroad for Iron Ring.

The Gauley was running about
400 ds, but the water was cloudy due to a
shower the night before. However, Sarge
was experiencedlooking for drowning vic-
tims, and the group starteda grid searchon
theriver bottom. At one point, a shoutwent
up -- one of the divers pulled up a heavy
roundedobjectto the surface. Butitwas an
old machinery wheel -- not the iron ring.

They did not find it.

The reward for iron ring now
stands at $500. If it does not turn up soon,
negotiationswill start with the Park Service
to fashion an exact replica and have it
welded onto the stub. Contributionsto the
reward fund or the fund to replaceironring
are welcome -- please send to the West
Virginia Rivers Coalition, P.O. Box 606,
Buckhannon, W.V. 26201.
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The Lower Saluda River flows 11
miles from the Lake Murray Damin Colum-
bia, South Carolinato the CongareeRiver.
It provides local paddlers with unique
whitewater not commonlyfoundin the mid-
lands of South Carolina. Water levels vary
widelyfrom200CFSto 67,000 CFS, allow-
ing for a wide variety of "play spots."

River accessis a problem as the
Lower Saluda is surrounded by private
propertyand flowsinto ametropolitanarea
with a population of 500,000. The most
popular and frequently used put-in site is
on property ownedby the RiverbanksZoo-
logical Park. Boatersare allowedto use the

arking lot which is within 100 feet of the

Paddling Pants

river. The pathway leading to the river was
actually an eroded gully that drained into
the river and became more treacherous
each rainy season. A few local paddlers
attempted to ease the erosion in various
ways but a major amount of work and
money was needed to properly do the job.

Two local Palmetto Paddler Club
members, Laura Parker and Ricky Odum,
instigated the put-in improvement project
in late 1991. It was felt that as habitual
users of this site, paddlers contributed to
the erosion and should make an effort to
control it. Also, although the Zoo histori-
cally had been gracious in allowing boater
access, improvements to the area couldn't

CLOTHING FOR WATERSPORTS

Whirlpool Drytop

Polar Lite Pile

Nylon Pile

“Kokatat

2350 Ericson Way
Arcata, CA 95521

Accessories

Boater simproveSaludaput-inpath %[ &

1-800-225-3749
in CA: 707-822-T621

BRIEFS

hurt future access availability. Lastly, per-
haps boater/fishermanrelations, whichare
a bit tenuous, could be improved.
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T WEST VIRGINIA'S |
MOST COMPLETE
PADDLING SHOP

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF THE NEW & GAULEY RIVERS

Don't forget to stop by our booth at Gauley Festival!

WILDERNESS SYSTEMS @ SIDEWINDER
RAPID STYLE ® HARMONY @ TEVA
ALPS ® MERRELL @ BIRKENSTOCK
WILDERNESS DESIGNS © PELICAN
MAN OF RUBBER @ PERCEPTION
PATAGONIA

by seed grant funding from the AWA and
supplemental funding from the Palmetto
Paddlers. Club and non-dub members
pitched in for the labor.

The pathway constructed has
eliminated the erosion problem and re-
ceived many positive comments from the

public. The Zoo administration continues
to work with us and enough interest has
been generated to draw Eagle Scout
projects to further improve the area, which
is undeveloped property. In general, the
paddler image has been upgraded.

Hoeefullz, inthefuturethis Ero'lect

Adopt acountry

Adopt a country!

Volunteers are urgently needed
to assist in the development of an interna-
tional netwrok of boating dubs and indi-

H viduals. AWA and River Conservation In-
p erce p t 1on 1 ternational need this information to mobi-
lize internationaloppositionto World Bank
and International Finance funding of river-

destroying projects, such as the Pangue

“O“‘" AM ER'CAN Dam on Chile's Bio Bio River. We particu-

n . v E a RUNNERS '“c larly need people to take on the task of

y building a list of names in Australia, New

U.S. Rt. 60 rZOepaE:and, Japan, and the countries of Eu-

1/4 Mlle WeSt Of U.S. Rt. 19 |nterSGCt|0n |fyoucanhe|pthis eﬂor‘tby"adopt-

P.O. Box 81, Hico, WV 25854-0081 ing a country,” or if you have names and

1 800 9 50 2 58 5 addresses (or phone numbers) of foreign

- - - . | boaters andfor boating organizations,

= = | please contact Pope Barrow, AWA Con-

servation Director at (202) 225-6060 or
Steve Gates of RCI at (202) 463-4378.
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SAFETY

Dismal year for river safety

River fatalitiesincreaseduring1992

Accidents strike
novices and experts
alike as 15 deaths are
recorded during 1992
paddling season

By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE
AWA Safety Chairman

1992 wasone d theworst years
everforriver fatalities. Awetspringinthe
Southeast, record rainsin Texas, and heavy
|atespringand summerrainsintheNorth-
east dl resulktedin unusually highwater
and troubl efor paddlers. WhiletheWest-
ern drought curtailed boating activity,
therewerestill anumber o deaths. | till
have trouble getting information on
whitewaterfatalities,and | urgepaddliers
who know d afatal accident, seriousin-
jury, or near miss not covered in thisar-
ticleto send details.

San Marcos River, Texas

On January 3 following an un-
usually wet December, the Class | San
MarcosRiver wasrunningfivefeet above
normal. Bruce Reynolds, aloca kayaker
and firefighter with swiftwater rescue
training, was soloing the river when he
arrived at MartindaleDam, a12' high, 60
degreeanglesloping drop. He elected to
runthedrop, and becamecaughtinalarge
stopper wave (not ahydraulic)which de-
velopsat thebase. Hedropped hispaddle
onimpact, andended uphand-surfingthe
holefor over two hours!

Bystanderssaw Reynold's plight
and cdledthefiredepartment. Firefighters
stretched a tag line across the river and
lowered it to thevictim, who tried to use
it to pull himsdf intoasideeddy. Asthe
victimapproached theeddyline heflipped,
lettinggod theline. Either hehandrolled
or thehole pushed him back up instantly.
Tom Goynes, acanoe outfitter who runs
with thefirecompany, attempted ateth-
ered raftrescuewith thehelpd twoexpe-
rienced local kayakers. Before he could
complete the maneuver, his group was

ordered to stop by the Incident Com-
mander, afirefighterplacedinoveral com-
mandd therescue. A helicopterhad been
cdled, and the plan wasto wait for it.

Thechopper arrivedat about 6:00
PMV. A 19 year old crewman on hisfirst
rescue mission was lowered down on a
jungle seat. He hit the water and was
pusheddownstream;thehelicopter pulled
uptocompensate, lammingthecrewman
intothedam. At thispoint thevictim, who
outweighed his rescuer by 70 pounds,
grabbed h min abear hug. Now the res-
cuer could not secure the victim to the
harness or signal the chopper! The extra
weightforced thepilottopull hismachine
up, and thewinch operator began reeling
in the two men. Asthey got closeto the
end, thevictimlungedfor thechopper, let
god hisrescuer, and plunged tohisdeath.

A little knowledge can be dan-
gerous. Thevictim and hisrescuerswere
very aware d the dangersd dams and
hydraulics, but could not distinguish a
large playable stopper from adeadly hy-
draulic. If thishad beenatruehydraulic,a
person couldn't hand-surf for two sec-
onds, muchlesstwohours! Had thevictim
understood what hewasdealingwith, he
would have turned over, bailed out, and
washed out downstream. Had the
firefighters been able to read the water,
they would have realized that a tethered
raft rescuewould haveworked. Helicop-
ters are dwaysdow to arriveand a lot
more dangerousin rescues than they ap-
pear! Savvy rescuers use them as a last
resort, and should continueto try other
techniqueswhilethey wait.

Little River, Alabama

OnFebruary15, agroupwasrun-
ning Alabamals Little River Canyon, a
steep, pushy class V-V stream running
high from recent rains. One d the party,
Chris McGee, was having a tough day.
Towards the end o the run, below the
major drops, heflippedat theend d aclass
III rapid and bailed out. No onecould get
tohimintime, and hewascarried acrossa
short pool into the next rapid. There he
duiced into a chute up againgt a diff
blocked by a broached log. McGee was
initially dive, but it wasahorriblepinin
an inaccessiblelocation. The group tried
hard, but could not reach him. When it
wasclear that nothing could bedone, they

3B

paddled out. Thebody wasrecoveredl ater
by alocal rescuesquad. Thisincident un-
derscores the importance d aggressive
df rescue, since assistance may not be
availableevenineasier rapids. A letdown
after running difficult rapids upstream
may havecontributed to the problem.

OnMarch8, CaliforniasclassIl-
III Russian River claimed thelifean expe-
rienced female paddler and tripleader.
Duringthetripanoviceflippedandswam
Noonesaw thevictim,Kit Rice get caught
inanupstreaml ogjamand disappearfrom
view, but it probably happened then. Per-
hapsshe got distracted by therescueand
didn't noticethedeadly trap; perhapsshe
flipped and washed into the mess. Well
never know. After thenovicewassecured,
Ms Rice was nowhere to be seen. After
searchingthe area, thegroup felt that she
had probably continued downstream. Ar-
rivingat thetake-out, they redlized some-
thingserioushad happenedand calledthe
Sheriff. Her body wasdiscovered by res-
cueteamsthe next day.

Bushkill Creek, Pennsylvania

On March 28 asolo kayaker died
attempting to run a 10' high dam on
Bushkill Creek near Easton, Pennsylvania.
Thisrunisaclassl float; thedamshouldbe
carried. Witnessessay that 23 year-old
Robert Bauchspiespulledover and scouted
the dam beforerunning it. Family mem-
bersstated that it wastheonly damonthe
creekhed neverrun; they dsosaidthat he
had joined a local canoe club but never
gone on trips with them because he felt
that they weretoo conservative. Newspa-
per photosshowedabigdropintoanasty-
|ooking backwash; | believethat no expe-
rienced paddlerwould chosetorunit. The
victimfailed to punch the hydraulic and
recirculated in the boil for ten minutes,
callingfor help. Then hedisappeared. His

| battered body and badly gouged helmet

was recovered downstream, battered by
therockson thebottom d theriver at the
base o the dam. The kayak remainedin
the backwash and had to bepulled out by
the rescue squad. | believe that running

- s0lo, whilenot smart, was not thecritica

issue; dam rescue at thissitewould have
been difficult even for trained paddlers.
Poor judgement was the issue; once
Bauchspies made the decisionto run the
dam, hewasasgood as dead.



Carrabasset River, Maine

On April 27 two couples pad-
dling in thesamecanoeflipped inarapid
on Main€es Carrabasset River. All but one
person, Patricia Faticanti, 33, madeit to
shore. Noonewaswearingalifejacket or
any kind d cold water protection; four
floating seat cushionswere found at the
scene. Thisand thefactthat thecanoewas
badly overloaded suggest that inexperi-
encewasthecauseof thistragedy. A Navy
helicopter found thevictimfloatingin the
river several milesdownstream.

IKAYAK CHILE

Expert kayak trips to the Bio-Bio and other big
beautiful rivers. Ask for free KAYAK CHILE KIT.
Or send $15 total for 1-hr KAYAK CHILE video.
Sport International, 314 N. 20th St., Suite 300,
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.719-520-1784.
_J Toll free: 1-800-779-1784.

H Empart kmyai Briga 1o tha Bio-Bio and other big

beautitful rivers. Ask for free KAYAK CHILE KIT.
Or send $15 total for 1-hr KAYAK CHILE video.
Sport International, 314 N. 20th St., Suite 300,
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.719-520-1784.

Toll free: T-BOD-779-T7B4. Fax: 719-475-1752.

Commercia rafting incidents

May 1992 was a dreadful month
for the outfittersin the Middle Atlantic
States. On Friday, May 8arental customer
tied aseriesd linesacrosshisraft''tohold
on to" before running the Lower
Youghighenny River near Ohiopyle. The
l'i nes worked too wel; the raft pinned at
Dimple Rock and the man found himsdf
entangledin thelines. Hewasheld under-
water for sometimebeforeheand theboat
washed free. Paddlerson thescenepulled
himand theboat toshoreand began CPR,

WILDWATER

Fax: 719-475-1752. |

Kayaks. Canoes, and Accessories
for Rapids, Lakes. and Oceans.
Free Catalogue. 215-646-5034
230 Penllyn Pike, Peallyn, PA 19422

RIVERS

School of Paddling

213 YoughSt., ConfluencePA 15424

Fully stocked outdoor store featuring products
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but had no success. On Saturday May 9a
customer with oned thegate's most ex-
perienced outfittersfell out d her raft
duringahigh-water (13000cfs) rund the
New River's Lower Keaney Repid. She
washed onto alarge boul der (Flint Rock)
and pinned solidly. Thecombinedefforts
o severa companiescould not extricate
her in time. On Saturday May 16 another
rafting guest fel out d a raft in Upper
ColissumRapidand drownedfollowinga
long swim. Water levelswere moderate;
thevictim apparently recirculatedin sev-
eral holes.

R e

On June 6 New York's Esopus
Creek wasthe setting for afrightful pin-
ningand thedesperaterescueattemptthat
followed. The action was witnessed by
dozensd paddlers on the scenefor the
annual dalom races. With theriver run-
ning bank-full, the races had been can-
celled and paddlers were enjoying high
water on thisdassII-III stream. The vic-
tim, Gordon McKinney, waspaddlingtan-
demwith hiswifeaccompaniedby fellow
club membersfromRhode Idand. As the
group approached the take-out the
McKinney’s took on a good bit d water.

EXPEDICIONES

—0ne, two an
three week intermediateand
expertlevel kayakingadventuresled
by Olympianand whitewater rodeo
champion Chris Spelius. Bio Bio,
Futaleufu, and other Patagonia rivers
' offer unbeatable rapids and scenery.
Improved base camps with hot springs,
hot showers, great food, massage,
camaraderie and unforgettablefun. Superb
support logistics (charteredflights to put-int)
maximize river time. An award winning slide
show is also available for clubs, dealers and
universities to view the rivers of Patagonia up
Lclose and personal, just call

EXPEDICIONES CHILE
[~ 30 Earls Road, Bryson City, NC 28713
(704) 488-9082
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Continuingontowardsthetake-outwith-
out bailing, they broached on a bridge
pier. Their downstreamlean did not save
them; the pier was a stedl girder and the
boat folded instantly and settled in com-
pletelyunder water. Althoughthevictim's
wifewaswashed free at once, McKinney
himsdf was pinned with terrificforcebe-
tween thebridgeabutment and thecanoe.

Realizing that someone was
trapped inside the canoe, two AMC pad-
dlerseddied out behind the bridge abut-
ment to offer assistance. Climbing onto
the framework d the bridge, they at-
tempted to hold the victim's head above
water. Oned therescuersused aknifeto
try and cut thigh straps and free
McKinney’slegs, butalmostd| o hisbody
wasunderwatermakingit wasdifficult to
tell what wasgoing on. Observersbelieve
that the canoe folded despite the down-
streamlean becaused the narrownessd
the girder, and that thefolding boat and
girder combined to trap hislegs. Eventu-
dly the river, which was surging 10-12
inchesat atime, pushed McKinney under,
and helost consciousness.

Asthetwo men under thebridge
struggled against the rising water, arope

waslowered downtothemfromtheroad-
bed. It washooked in, and after consider-
able communi cation problemsforcewas
applied from shore. The seat which the
rope was fastened to broke and theline
pulledloose, cuttingthehandd oned the
rescuers. A raft was lowered, and more
manpowerwasbroughttobear. They tried
to give mouth to mouth resuscitationto
the McKinney, who was by now mostly
under water. Firefightersarrived, and a
manrappel |led downtheabutment. A steel
winchcablefromafiretruckwasattached
to the boat. This powerful device pulled
thecanoe right uptheabutment,out d the
water, until McKinney could befreed. He
washauled to thetopd thebridgewhere
CPRwasinitiated. Afaint pulsewasfound,
andhewas transportedtoahospitalwhere
hedied that night without regai ningcon-
sciousness.

Bridgepilingsareeasy enoughto
see and avoid. Pinnings, whilerare, are

outdoor childrens’

outdoor family.

Polartec pants

i Kidg‘earT_M‘
19 Water St.

| Englishtown,
(908) 446-5389
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Kidgear.

Kidgear vy, is specialized homemade
and babies' clothing,
designed by a mother for the active .

frequentenough tocausepaddlerstogive
themawideberth. Theway all thegroups
on theriver pitched in wasimpressive. A
lot  people put themselveson theline.
Communication was difficult and better
leadership might have helped get things
donefaster. ButI'm not surehowyoutake
chargeand establishachaind command
with unrelated groups on short notice.
Whenfirefightersarrive theyexpecttrouble
andhaveal eader already picked. Paddlers
have no such hierarchy. Certainly if the
McKinney’s had dumped their boat prior
toconti nuingdownstream they might not
havelost control o their canoe; | suspect
that the extra water made the pinning
worse. But with the takeout close by, I'm
not sure that their decision to "ride the
river out" was unreasonable.

Richland Creek, Texas

In Texas, paddlershave enjoyed
the best river running seasonin adecade.
Dick Bowers, an experienced boater from

Baby Kidgear mittens
Kidgear Artic mittens
Kidgear Yeti snow hat

Neck and face muffler
Snap neck pullover

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Elizabeth Pittis-Moffitt

N.J. 07726
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the Dadlas area, was running Richland
Creek with hi s son Benon Saturday, June
13 when they arrived "'low water cross-
ing" for County Road 30. Thi s type o

structure, commonin arid areas, consists
of aaconcretebermbuilt acrosstheentire
river which allows carsto crossin low to
moderateflows. At highlevelsitlooksand

actslikealow head damwithadrop o 4-
5feet. Therest of thegroup portaged the
drop. In adecisionfounded in ignorance

CLINCH RIVER PADDLE CO.
FOR A FEW DOLLARS MORE YOU CAN DESIGN YOUR OWN.

7-Blade Designs
8-Types of Grips
3-Types of Shafts
3-Weights

5-Types of Cloth
Wooden Paddle Repairs
We Ship By U.P.S.

WRITE OR CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE

or overconfidenceDick and Ben did not
scout; they just ran it. No downstream
safety was in place. The canoe tipped,
spilling bothinto the hydraulic.
Thesituationwasdesperate. Ben
Bowers was trapped; his father washed
free but apparently went back into the
hydraulicto helphisonly son. Ben, still in
his life jacket, floated free a short time
later, facedown and unconscious. Hewas
picked up by other membersd the party

Coming Soon Kayak
Paddles
BAILEY JOHNSON
2450 Jones Road
Lenoir City, Tenn. 37771
{615) 986-9387

PADDLER MUGS!!

Colorful Handmade Mugs feature
3-D Paddlers sculpted inside
doing enders or mystery moves,
or outside doing most everything
else paddlers do and then some!
K-1, Open Boat, C-1, Squirt

See You at Gauley Fest '921

White Tree Pottery
405 Windsor Drive
Rocky Mount, Va 24151
(703)489-3722

CLASSFIVE

CHROMMLES

rOUTRAGEOUS CLASS V misadventures!J

CLASS FIVE

CHRONICLES:
"Things Mother Never Told You

'‘Bout Whitewater"
Jeff Bennett, Editor

RENOWN AUTHORS likeJanes Snyder,
Kevin O’Brien, & Jim Cassady!
f——— ]

A COMPLETE GUIDEBOOK to 29
extraordinary ClassV riversacross the
United States, Cogta Rica, and beyond!!

[ |

TO ORDER Send $13.95 T $2s/h to
Swiftwater Publishing Co.
PO Box 3031, Portland, OR 97208
(503) 292-5756

41

§ AFETY

who doveinto the creek and with great
difficulty swam him to shore. CPR was
startedwithout success. Dick Bowers, also
with his life vest in place, was rolling
sidewaysinthehydrauliclikeabarrel . His
shortshad did below hisknees, hamper-
ing any effortsto swim or stand. Therehe
stayed until a rescue squad arrived 30
minuteslater. They strunga taglineacross
theriver and ateam member was ableto
use thisline to wade into the hydraulic
and retrievethevictim. A faint pulsewas
detected. CPR wasinitiated, but proved
fruitless.
Lochsa River, Idaho

Western boating activity was
greatly restricted due to a seven year
drought. On July 3 two very experienced
paddlersmet deathin Idaho. Oned these
fatalities occurred on the Class III-IV
Lochsa River at the Surfing Wave. When
thewater islow, as it wasthen, this" wave'
becomes a nasty hole. The victim, Paco
Barrens, was paddling bow in a Tuppo
Duok: 2. HewasaClassV boater, but still
very nervousabout water and especially
d beingtrappedinakayak. Thetwowere
attheir rear o the group whentheyelected

QUALTTY WHITE WATER .

ZIE_

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.
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1385 Justice Road

Central Point, OR 97502
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Free River Equipment Catalog
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to surf the hole. They got stuck and the
victim popped hissprayskirtand jumped
out. The kayak flipped, and his partner
swam for shore.

On reaching solid ground, his
partner looked for Barrens. Shefound to
her horror that hewasstill intheholel She
threw hi maline, but hewasunconscious
anddid not respond. Whenhewashed out
d the holemomentslater, sheswaminto
theriver, pulled hi mto shore, and started
CPR. Asshedidthis, shewas abletoattract
the attention o a passing motorist who

sent for help. Assisted by her group, she
maintained CPRfor twohoursuntilIEMT’s
and aloca outfitter arrived. The victim
wascaried acrosstheriver on araft and
takentoahospitalinMissoula; hediedthe
following day. The survivor, whose he-
roiceffort should beamode for any d us
who find oursalves in smilar circum-
stances, doesnot think that the holewas
primarily responsible. She bdieves that
either a blow to the head or panic may
have caused him to swalow water and
| ose consciousness.
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The Finest Kayaks Around the Wo

»,

The Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded
from HTP—the finest High Molecular Weight
Polyethylene. Its stiffness and durability to-
gether with our true Keyhole cockpits and

collision plate footbraces set a ..
- 4
7

standard for salety
rid =

and comfort.

Predictable and responsive,

the T-Canyon offers optimum
safety and performance for everyone
[rmm steep creek boaters to beginners.
—#-joy to paddle on any adventure.

grcade i5 avasizbie in either lnght
or extreme configurations. Unmatched
for surfing, vet very comfortable on the
edge. Simply the best playboatihereis.

Topolino-Duo

The worlds firsl whilewaler L
playboal. H surfs and miks like & aagie
Gawal for expert beams, Couples amd guidisg
mEabegs. You ean 2l in bowe wilh a Tega-Dod

For information on these boats and the rest
of the Prijon line, call or write: (303) 444-2336

Wildwasser Sport USA, Inc. P.O. Box 4617, Boulder, CO 80306

North Fork Payette, |daho

AtaboutthesametimeJim Yetter,
aguidefor anouitfitter ontheLochsa, died
ontheraucous, ClassV “S-Turn” rapid o
theNorthFork d thePayette. The1100cfs
level" about aseasy asit gets” onthisriver,
but it's still hard. He apparently became
caught in a pourover and bailed out. He
appeared stunned, and was drifting pas-
sively sideways when he washed into a
partialy-submergedlog. HisPFD caught
on thelog, pinning him solidly. One per-
son believesthat hisneck may havebeen
broken.Hewasretrieved by Alan Hamilton
d Aire, whowas owereddowninacataraft
to thisinaccessiblelocation. Thevictim's
boat was found with the bow
"accordioned"”, suggesting a high-speed
impact with arock.

Cherry Creek, California

Therewasaprivateraftingfatal -
ity on Cdifornias ClassV+ Cherry Creek
in Mid-July.Detailsare not fully worked
out, but it appearsthat thevictimwasina
four-man raft on the"Miracle Mile€" sec-
tion. The raft broached againgt " Coffin
Rock”, spilling the entire party.
Regrouping, they cameup oneshort. The
victimwasfound pinned under the rock.

On ahappier notel am pleasedto
report the rescue last April o veteran
kayaker Paul Lozier, 6L Hewas running
the rain-swollen Kayaderosseras Creek
near Albany, New'Y orkwithafriendwhen
both became entangled with a nasty wa-
ter-levd strainer. Lozier was held under
water for several minutes before being
pulled to thesurfaceand givenmouth-to-
mouthresuscitationby his quick-thinking
on, Kdly Lozier, 22, who had been fol-
lowingthepair downriver by car. Hewas
evacuatedtoal ocal hospital byfirefighters
where hewas held overnight. H s friend
wastreated and released. Lozier knew the
river well, but therun isapparently noto-
riousfor itsstrainersand mav havebeen
too highfor safesport.

Reading this list over, | am
shocked by the number o fatalities (15).
Therewere(4) dam-connected desths; each
cae revealed a cavdlier attitude on the
part d the victims. (2) othersfdl in the
category o ""ClassFiveThi ngs"; thecon-
sequencesd making errorsin very diffi-
cultwhitewater. (5) show thepotentia for
serious problems in intermediate
whitewater.In (2),inexperiencewasakey
factor; therewere (2) commercid desths.
L et'slearnsomethingfrom thesetragedies:
no matter what you are boating,-never
forget what you are dealing with! Keep
dert, and stay sfe.



DRESS FOR DURESS

Sl'l—l'[f|I IG in the hot seat, boofin' 4 bg drop, combort mdghi

nt e the first thing on your mind. But, no dowbt aboast it, swhen

you're comfortable you work better. That's why we make paddling

[T, Thie Memn [flrl,.' Tup i= bailt to !u;-*p yoour borso dry in a world ':"I":""':I
of Spray, fosam and -|.r.'|=|.'|ln|‘| wraves [t iy oS uneno 1jr1'||:l|.‘:|'|.'!'| sy .
freadom of movernaent for 1.1.'h|.||".a.'.1|:4 T L..1}'.:|L|r_|_.,,. Anneing.

even aggressive small-boat sailing. The Core Temp™Top &

Shorts combine mesh-skin neoprene and a strefchy Liera®

material o creabe water-shedding nsulating garments thal

maintain the I_'h_'u_']_\l'"_-i. COre |i_'mp_=:r.1!|.|n.~'i:1 a variety of waber-

sports. They're effective layering pleces under a pad-

.,‘Ilnng shell. Im milder conditions, they're all vou nieed  for

paddling, surfing or diving. Chur Wel/Diry Gear Bags

separate your drive-homes=wear fmom your wet gear, and

let's it air-dry on the way.

patagonia

For a fres color ¢ .ll:.'lu|:h., the location of WOur mearest
Patagonta dealer or Great Pacific lron
information on our complete line of techndeal cle
layering systems and sporiswear, write Palagonla® |
Order, PO. Box 8900, Dept. PT0727. Bozeman. MT 59715
Or call 1-800- 336- 9090. Wet/Dry Gear Figs
Patagoniadonates 10% of pre-tax profitsor 1% of sales-whicheverisgreater -to

preserving and restoringthenatural environment.
Larry Vermeeren running Tunnel Falls.Gore Canyon, Colorado. Photo: Tl M BROWN. Core Temy:

©1992 Patagonia, Inc Top & Shorts



Big Swim

When swimming onewaterfallisn't enough...

Survivingthe"Seven Sister s

By IMMANUEL BRAVERMAN

I wasrestingcomfortably, breath-
ingdeeply at aleisurely pace. Seated ona
amdl step d a stegp dab on river right,
inchesfromagentl eeddy just upstreamdf
thelastfalsonthe” Seven Sisters’ runon
Quebec's Rougeriver, | noticed my spray-
skirt float by heading for thefdls. The
kayak safety guidefor oned theraft com-
paniesrecovered it for me. Mac Masson,
head d the Propulsion raft company ap-
peared on adiff aboveand yelledover the
roar d the fdls- You OK? and on the
affirmativeshoutsthat he's going back to
tell Barbaraabout it.

I've madeit!

Therewasasmall diagonal crack
abovemeleadingto adirt filled ledge—a
coupled class4climbing movesand | was
ontheportagepathleading upstream. My
Corsica appeared, carried by friendly
guidesfollowed by Barbara, carrying her
Dancer. She hugged me, crying.

We were at the sed-entry diff
abovetheriver; | noticemy paddl ebeached
on river left just upstream and another
guideretrieveditfor me. Weportaged, me
laborioudy, thetwo d usonekayak at a
time for | am exhausted. Below-thelast
falswe havealongrest, alunch and hot
tea. Barbara suggested that we continue
portaging but| refused.| felt thatif | didn't
paddlethe +-500 meter, classIII-IV rapid
now, | would not have the courage to
paddle again. We put in and continued
happily to thetakeout.

A wesk later, Barbara, our friend
Deaek, my wife Shirley and | returned
minusthekayaksto the Nouveau Monde
(NewWorld)receptioncenter and walked
down to thefdls. Thewater level wasat
least af oot lower, and thefall sshowed|ots
d jagged edges. We had never seen the
fdlsin detail, only glimpsesthrough the
woodsfrom theportagetrail . Impressivel
Inretrospect,| washappy not to haveseen
thedetail sbeforemy svwmit would have
been moredifficult to keep calm and cool
and concentrate on breathing and sur-
vival.

Though Gilles Fortin in his de-
finitive Quebec guidebook described the
falsasbeingaseriesd twofalsfollowed
by onedrop, another fallsand afinal class
V drop, thiswasnot what | saw.

From theeddy at our usual por-

tagetakeout, thereisashort dropleading
to a pool followed by two very closay
spaced fdls. After avery turbulent eddy
ontheright, therewasapool and al2-foot
fals apool, afdls, thenasteep, turbulent
and sharpturn I&ft followed by ahorizon
line

We walked downstream, some
fifty feet abovetheriver and the horizon
lineturned out to be another fals, below
whichtheriver gradually calmeddownto
pass the sedl-entry diff asafast flowing
currentwithonlystreaksd white. Findly,
after asmall entry drop, theriver entered
thepool (witheddieson bothsides)above
thelast fdls.

We didn't time the walk, but it
took at least twenty minutes. Thesw m
was much fagtef....

I judged the water level by
the appearance of the put-in, |
and went down river under |
conditions nol appropriate |
for a gentleman
approaching his
seventieth birthday.

e = Tt

Sunday, May 31,1992. The raft-
ingcompanieshad beguntoruntheSeven
Sigers only the week before. The water
wasstill cold and we had our dry suitson.
Family rapids, the put-in for the Seven
Sigterslooked great. Firg error o theday:
| judged thewater level by theappearance
d the put-in, and went down river under
conditions not appropriatefor a gentle-
man approachinghi sseventiethbirthday.

The unexpected happened at “
Sliceand Dice". | tripped, capsized, and
my bombproof roll didn't materiaize. |
tried on my right side-couldn't setup. |
tried on the left—again unsuccessfully. |
wasonavery turbulenteddy lineand just
couldn't roll. Findly, a disgraceful wet
exit and a very long swim, through the
"Washing Maching", through the " Sur-
prisg" bdowit and throughtheclassII-III
rapidsbel ow, al theway toasandyidand

i

borderingflat weter.

Barbaraappeared at my sde—to
catch up with me she paddled furioudy
and didn't even remember what the key
passageswerelike. Shesuggested wetake
out at New World, a few hundred feet
downriver.| objected, firstly becaused a
longuphill portageand secondly, because
that isabout 4 milesfromwhereour cars
wereat the takeout.

Wecontinuedonflat water tothe
eddy at the portage. The second error d
theday-continuing beforeful restand a
few confidence building rollsand | was
well ontowardsthethird error o theday
and theepic swim.

At mediumwater leves, thepor-
tageeddy formson river-right at the be-
ginning d a turn to the left. A gentle
diagonalwavedividesitfromavery small
drop leadingbelow. A sharp, pyramidal
rocksitsontheshoreinlinewiththegentle
diagonal wave.

| approachedwhat | thoughtwas
the usual gentle wave, and noticed that
raft guides had discharged their clients
aboveit; very unusual but it failedtoring
thealarmin my brain. | cut through the
diagonal to enter the eddy and executea
Duffeck. Crunch! | broached onthat pyra-
midal rock totallysubmerged at thiswater
level, and find mysdf stuck on a strong
upstream lean! My desperate effort to
changetheleanfail sand after al oud groan
| am upsidedown again...and my rall is
gone.

I bailed out hopingthat athrow
ropewill materializefrom the multitude
d guides. Barbaracameto get mebut was
unableto pull meintotheeddy,andydled
tolet go. | obeyedinstantly. A ropelanded
sometenfeet outd reach Spectatorsyelled
to let go d the paddle and svim—they
didnt redizethat| amabreaststroke swim-
mer, and that my legswere trying hard,
and the paddle didn't dow me down. |
realized that the swim through the fals
wasinevitableand wasbeginningto con-
centrateon survival.

Get into the middle d the vee
and stay init-check. Legs downstream—
check Inhaledeep, dowly. Exhaetomake
roomfor next breath. Whitewater covers
my fece. | fed adrop but do not remember
havingasensationd afreefdl. Another
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The whitewater store where everyone's needs are special. l
Whether you arelooking for kayaks & canoes, rafts & catarafts 4
or paddling clothing, we have everything in stock and a
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Acomplete line df accessories, clothing, books,
specialty items, & great new gifts for Christmas.

Call today for our free mail order catalog
& Christmas flyer
1-800-426-7637

1-800-4CORNER
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BlG SWIM ............................................................................................................. - .

drop, then after awhilethewhitemaskis
goneand | bresthe, to beswept into more
frothl comeupand| see afdls. My brain
reactsin dow motion: asl breath, | think:

fals?Onedoesn't seefallsfromupstream, -,

only ahorizonline. Hey! | seethefdls, I've
gonethrough! | aminonepiece! Hey! | see
thefdls, thismeansmy head and my feet

arenot pointedforward! | executean about |

turnandamimmediately sweptintomore
wild rides, exercisng minimum move-

mentsto conserveoxygen and breathing

when possible. At one point the interval
between breathsbecomespainfullylong. |

seewhitelight abovemebut do not break | |

through. Am | being recirculated? My
spray skirt beginsto travel down my legs
and lodgesitsdf around my knees. | dis-
lodgeit and swimdownwardstoward the
darknessand then pop up clear. | recog-
n ze theseal-entry diff aboveme Uff! I've

wherel had comefrom. Her eyes grew as
big as saucers upon hearing my answer
and she rushed over, helped meto athe
rock, unzipped my PFD and checked to
seethat | wasindeed dlive..

___Ayounglady guide
saw me swim in and stand
on wobbly legs
inknee deep waters
She came closer and asked
where | had come from.

as saucers upon hearing
- my' ATNS W T

amstill in one pieceand | am closeto the-

nice eddy! I've made it or dmost! Now
only theeddy wheretwo guidesare busy
with their refts.

A young lady guide saw me |

swiminand stand onwobblylegsin knee [

deep water. She came closer and asked

Later Barbaratold me d being |

| chastised by someindividual for *'bring-
| ing me-- tothisrun, and" whoisthat man

toyou, anyway" .Shedescribed how, when |

retrievingmy kayakcirculatinginaneddy, |
i she noticed in a panic a hedmet floating

=
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CLARKE OUT
e

(203) 672-6365

U.S.Rt. 7, Box 302
West Cornwall, CT 06796

— Dr Su ts (Stohlquist, Bermudes)
ypropylene Topsand Bot t ons
— Paddles by Mtchel |, Prijon, Backlund,

and Wenonah

— Boats by Prijon, Perception, Wenonah, and

Mad River

— Pogies, Paddle Jackets, and P.F.D's
— Pile Sweatersand Pants

10%D scount to dl HACKS, FRC, and CCRA members.

Her eyes grew as big |

next to it and, until she recognized it as
being a hockey type helmet used by the
rafters, was afraid to look lest therebea
body under it... Howanudist onriver left
asked if she's seen"'that body” float by...
How Marc Masson organized posses d
CPR trained guides to locate me in the
variouseddies..
I'vereturnedtotheSevenSisters

| twicesincein my boat-at low water level
| onJune28andat highlevel,withthesharp
| trianglerock stickingabout 8-inches out of

the water, on July 12. My roll and my
confidenceisback, thank you, and | have
no plansto hang up my paddle.
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Toll-Free Cirder Ling | 800-213-7138 |
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Weévre like you. Alwaysdoing the best we
can. Then going ourselves one better.

That's why we aways refine Y akima
refinements. Like our new 6 millimeter
skewer.

Mountain bikes are transported over rough
territory. So we provide extra heavy duty
hardware. The new skewers aren't

only bump-proof. They're
v bull et-proof. An obvious
benefit for road bike
enthusiasts. too.

Were aso redly up on our new
tie-down whed buckle. Which borrows
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thelatest ski boot technology. So it looks
great. And works even better.

YAKINMA. FOR THE
COMPULSIVE OVERACHIEVER.

We affectionately cal our brand, new
krayton-lined, adjustablekayak saddles TLCs.
Because they grip your

g

kayak or rowing e
shell without &S
deformingit.  ~

And prevent

any lateral motion.
Like us, we know youll
never be satisfied with just one
sport. But it's good to know you |
only need one-rack. For everything from bikes
and boards to boats and skis. A Yakima
Made by compulsiveoverachieversfor
compulsiveoverachievers.

1 vaximan

l P.0. Box 4899, Arcata, CA 95521
A
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AFFILIATES

ADK Genesee Valley
¢/o Jerry Hargrave
47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616
ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301
Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190
AMC Berkshire Chapter
cf/o Mike Zabre
34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301
AMC New York
¢fo Trudy L Wood
41 W, 96th St., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025
AMC SE. Mass.

c/o Mark Klim
49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072
America Outdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901
American Swan Boat
Association
cfJo GlenF. Green
312 Duff Avenue
Wenonah, NJ 08090
Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts
c/o Bill Perkins
P.O. Box 60
Erwin, TN 37650
Arkansas Valley
Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 593
Salida, CO 81201
Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104
Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201
Bluegrass Wildwater
Assoc.

P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544
Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128
Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg
cfo Mary Klaue
R.D. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers
c/o Bill Shallbetter
5909 Booth Drive
Burke, VA 22015
Carolina Canoe Club
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605
Central Georgia River
Runners
P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208
Champaign Canoeing
c/o Keech T. LeClair
Brayton Park, Beach Rd.
Ossining, NY 10562
Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
¢fo Marge Cline
1343 N. Portage
Palatine, IL 60067
Chota Canoe Club
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916
Club Adventure
¢/o Adventure Quest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091
Colorado Rocky Mtn. School
c/o Bob Campbell
1493 Rd. 106
Carbondale, CO 81623
Colorado Whitewater
Association
P.O. Box 4315
Englewood, CO 80155-4315
E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club
P.O. Box 5774
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774
Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606
Garden State Canoe Club
c/o Linda Gorman
170 Stahl's Way
N. Plainfield, NJ 07060
Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357
GLOP.
¢/o James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690
Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club
P.O. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841
Guadalupe River Paddlers
c/o Betty Walls
1781 Spyglass Drive, #153
Austin. TX 78746-7914

Headwaters Paddling
Assoc.

Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715
Hoosier Canoe Club

c/o Dave Ellis
4770 N. Kessler Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208
Housatonic Canoe & Kayak
104 Kent Rd.
Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754
Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
¢/o Ron Watters
Box 8118, ISU
Pocatello, ID 83209
Kansas City Whitewater
Club
cf/o G. Rebecca Stark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110
Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston
c/o Peter Cogan
Box 123
Putney, VT 05346
Kayaking I-1V
¢/o Schumacher
471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550
KCCNY
cjo Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524
Keelhaulers Canoe Club
c/o Jane Allinson
375 Erieview
Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
c/o Jay Hanks
P.O. Box 26254
Lansing, MI 48909
Leaping Lounge Lizards
c/o Rick Norman
3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107
Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755
Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 2726
Lehigh Valley, PA 18001
Lower Columbia Canoe
Club
22800 S. Unger Rd.
Colton, OR 97017
Meramec River Canoe Club
c/o Earl Biffle
26 Lake Road
Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
cJo George May
157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040
Minnesota Canoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Dale Brown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11
St. Louis, MO 63112
Mohawk Canoe Club
15 Andrea Lane
Trenton, NJ 08619
National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O. BoxC
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
NORS
¢/o Mary McCurdy
Box 6847
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL. 60091
Nova Riverunners
P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674
Ontario Voyageurs
PO Box Box 41
Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada
Outdoor Adventure Pro-
gram
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000
Outdoor Centre of New
England
10 Pleasant St.
Millers Falls, MA 01349
Ozark Wilderness Water-
ways
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112
Perception Kayak Club
cjo Perceptioninc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640
Philadelphia Canoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
c/o Sarah Dentoni
610 North Cascade #6
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-
3229
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Rhode Island Canoe
Association
c/o Dave Hevner
254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435
River Touring Section
Sierra Club - Angeles
Chapter
¢/o Dave Ewoldt
9624 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042
Roanoke City Parks & Rec.
cfo Bill Sgrinia
1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153
Sierra Club Loma Prieta
¢/o Dave Kim
3309 Oxford Lane
San Jose, CA 95117

river

Name:

Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

Ge W

Sierra Club RTS
c/o Lynne Van Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Sierra Nevada WW Club
¢/o Charlie Albright
7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506
Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763
Three Rivers Paddling Club
¢/o Barry Adams
811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Toledo River Gang
c/o Mike Sidell
626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551
Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114~
4094

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Plus--every

U. of Maine at Machias
Library
9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654
University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900
Valdez Alpine Club
¢/o Andrew Embick
P.O. Box 1889
Valdez, AK 99686
Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232
Waterline
c/o lrv Tolles
P.O. Box 240
Manchester, NH 03105
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Yes, 1 want to join the AWA andreceive a subscriptionto American Whitewater. I've enclosedmy tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources andpromote river safety.

West Virginia Wildwater
AssocC.
P.O. Box 8413
S. Charleston, WV 25303
Western Carolina Paddlers
c/o Chris Newcomb
Route 1, Box 522
Candler, NC 28715
Wildcat Canoe Club
c/o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032
Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club
P.O. Box 1062
Cowallis, OR 97339

Address:

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464




Riverswith ahistory
of kicking butt

By BOB GEDEKOH
American Whitewater Editor

October8, 1805. Clearwater River, Idaho

" Asweweredescendingarockyrapidsat the foot of anisland,
onwhichsomel ndianswerecamped, oned thecanoesstruck arock and
wheded around, then struck againand cracked the canoeand was near
splitting her in two. Threw the steersman, Gass, overboard, who with
difficulty got to the canoe again. She soon filled with water and hung
on therocksin adoleful situation. Someadf the men on board could not
swim, and thosethat could had no chance for the wavesand rocks.

An Indianwent out ina small canoe totheir assistance. Our
littlecanoewent out alsoand took some of thel oadandcarriedit toshore.
We unloaded one of the other canoesand went into the rapid and took
al o theload out of the canoewhichwas stove. All got to shorebelow
therapid and camped at dark. Found eveything wet whichwasin the
canoe that was stove. Some small articleslog.”

Diary of Whitehouse, Member, Lewisand Clark Expe-

dition.

June 25,1985, South Fork Cleanvater River, |daho
"Midway through our run we were swept around a bend at
great speed, only to be confronted by ariver widehorizon line. There
wereno eddies and i twascomingupfast. | duginand managed to power
my boat over thefivefootl edgewi thenoughmomentumtoescapetheball
at the bottom. But my buddieswere not so lucky.

For nearly a minute kayaks and kayakers were endoed and
recirculated in the turbulence. Finally John flushed out, but Paul
disappeared into thefoamfor another interminablethi rty secondsbefore
poppingtothe surfaceabout fifty feetdownstream. Hisboat recircul ated
for anotherfive minutes.

Anoald lumbejack, who had witnessed this performancefrom
theroad, joined us as we reassembled our gear on the bank.

"That was quite a show! Ain't never seen the likel" he
grinned. And then," Tell me, have you boysever done this before?"

"You mean thisriver?" | asked impatiently.

"No," hereplied, without hesitation. | meanwhitewaterin'
ingenral. Lookslikeit be yourfirst time!"

Diary of Bob Gedekoh, Member, 1985 Fun Dogs Wild
West Tour
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Along the trail ¢f Lewis and Clark

Clearwater Basin basics

plasks

Surfing a glassy wave on the Lochsa

TheClearwater Basin

And so theriver flows.

Somethingsnever change.

Thewhitewater d the Clearwater Basin hasbeen kick-
ingthewhiteman's butt sinceLewisand Clarkfirst exploredthe
regionin1805. Nodoubt it had been kickingthelndians butts
long beforethat.

TheFlathead and Nez Perce, whoinhabited north cen-
tral ldaho, utilized canoes as transportation throughout the
lower reachesd the Clearwater Bagn. Apparently they were
competentcanoeists, but to reach their buffal o hunting grounds
in Montanathey judicioudy choseto travel by foot and horse-
backuptheLolotrail,whichparalle stheturbulent LochsaRiver.

Lewisand Clark paddled the Clearwater and traversed
the rugged Lolo trail as well during their explorations; they
considered it oned the most formidableand intimidating seg-
mentsd their journey to the Pecific.

The Lochsais but oned the Clearwater's four mgor
tributaries. TheothersaretheSouth Fork d the Clearwater, the
Sdway and the North Fork. Together, theseriversoffer avirtual
cornucopiad whitewater; with recreational opportunities to
match every interestand skill level. The Clearwater basin offers
river segmentsrangingfromflat water through class6, roadside
runs and long wildernesstrips, steep creeksand boominghigh
volumerivers. Al in the context  one d the west's most
gpectacular and leastinhabited wildernessareas, aregionwitha
colorful history aswell.

The Cleanvater basin is one d ldaho's premiere
whitewater playgrounds; which is saying a lot, since Idaho
containssomed the best whitewater in the nation. Mooreand
McClaran’s |daho Whitewater describesmore than fifteen runs
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A -
Continuous Class 3fun on the Brushy Fork of the Lochsa

in the basin, while Grant Amaral’s definitive |daho, The

Whitewater State outlinesmore than twenty-five. And somed
thesmaller tributariesarestill being explored.

TheboatingseasonintheClearwater basinisarel atively
longone. Generally, the boating isbest in the springand early
summer when thesnow in the Bitterroot and Clearwater Moun-
tainsismelting. Thesmaller tributariesusually peskinlateMay
and June, but, asthewatersrecede, boaterscan still find plenty
d action on thelarger branches, especially the Lochsa

Each o the tributarieshas something unique to offer
whitewater enthusiasts. TheSelway featuresoned thenation's
premierewildernesstrips. Eachday only onegroupisalowed
put on thesectiond theriver which traverses the Wilderness
Areg; thelottery generated permitsfor thisrun are among the
most difficult to obtainin the country. But despair not, permits
arenot required to paddl eother ssgmentsd theSelway or for the
remainder d theriversintheClearwater basin, sothereisplenty
d thewhitewater treasurefor everyone.

Consider the Lochsa, a 60 mile long big booming
whitewater roller coaster, |ocated in aspectacular canyon witha
convenient riversideshuttle. Essentialy the Ccoee multiplied
tenfold.

Thosewanting to get away from the"' LochsaCrowd",

and | usethat term loosely, sinceby easternstandardsthisriver
seemsdeserted, head toward the North Fork. Becausethe North
Forkisthefurthest away fromthelarger populationcentersitis
paddledtheleast, and althoughit reportedlyfeaturessomefine
pool drop classIII-IV whitewater, quite often boatersfind they
havetheriver to themselves. But be forewarned, the area sur-
roundingtheNorth Fork is reportedl ysounpopul ated that many
carry sparefivegalloncansof gas, sothat they don't get stranded.

Thoselookingfor thrillshead for theGolden Section d
the South Fork, which at high water issaid tobeoned Idaho's
most difficultroadsideruns. But thereisquality classII-IIl water
on thelower South Fork aswell, somethingto suit every taste.
In thisissue | can offer only a sample o the rivers d the
Clearwater watershed, enough, to whet your appetite.
Inupcomingissuesd AmericanWhitewaterwewill befeaturing
additional articlesregarding riversin the Clearwater basin, in
particular editor ChrisKoll's account d hisrecent expeditionon
theSdway, aswell asanaccount by Grant Amaral d hisdescent
d Lolo Creek, said tobeoned thefinest wildernesssteepcreeks
inthewest.

Thereisstill alot of whitegoldin theClearwater Basin
that wehaveyet to mine, but we havesampled enoughto know
that wewant more.

South Fork Clearwater River, Golden Run

River levelsredly do makeadifferencel

Profound, huh?

But | don't mean alittledifference. | meanagredt, big
differencel

| haveexperiencedtheGoldenSectiond theSouth Fork
d theClearwater twotimes, at radicallydifferentflows, and | feel
asif | havepaddled twoentirely differentrivers. | can not think
d any river whosecharacter changesat differentwater levelsas
much the South Fork.

Thefirst time | tackled the Golden Section, or to be
truthful ,thatit tackled me, wasin1985. Onthat occasiontheriver
wasrunning at 1200cfs, whichisconsidered to beamoderately
highlevel by theloca boaters. M ooreand McClaran consider the
GoldenSection d the South Fork to beoned Idaho's toughest
runs, and at higher levelstheriver meritsthat description.

Actualy, myfriend, OhioanJohnBolger, and | werenot
particularly impressed by theriver aswe scouted it from Route
140ontheway up thecanyon to the put-in. Oh, wecould see that
theriver offered steep, near continuouswhitewater actionalong
most o its13 miles, but for the most part it appeared to usto be
class3+ without much technical difficulty. Dodging obstacles
didn't appear to be much o a problem.. scarcely a rock was
visibleinthewinding ribbond whitejust over thebank. And the
gradient wassaid to beonly 80feet per mile, give or takeafew
depending on where one choseto launch.

Mostly thereappearedto belotsd wavetrains, punctu-
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ated by holes, but these appeared tobequite punchable. Note
that thekey phrasein al of thisis"appearedtobe’. It wasonly
at thefirst drop, CoyoteFdls, that wespotted aspecificmenace,
arock weir with definitepinning potential . Sobered by thefact
that Chuck Rollins, awell-known boater, had drowned in this
rapid, we decided to launch midway through Coyote Fdls,
below therock jumble. Wefigured we could run it later if we
wanted, when we cameback toretrievethetruck

| had already climbed into my kayak and wasready to
go by thetime that Farmer Johncarried hisboat to theriver's
edge. It wasa hot day and we had been drivingalongtime.

"I'll justbouncedownstreamtothefirsteddy," | shouted
nonchalantly above the din. "We can draw up a game plan
there" | figured I'd paddle afew hundred feet and find anice
friendly waveto surf until Johnwasready.

Yau probably can guesstherest d the story. About a
mile downstream and severa spine-tingling minutes later |
managedtospinintoamicroeddyat theedge d thetorrent.l was
stillshaking, huffingand puffingwhenwide-eyedJohnbounced
intotheeddy besideme. | noticed that hisknuckleswereevery
bit aswhiteas mine.

In theani mated discussion that followed we both con-
ceded that perhaps we had serioudy underestimated the diffi-
culty o theten milerunfrom theroad. | havesincelearnedthat
thisisoftenthecasewith|daho's roadsiderivers, theNorth Fork
d thePayette being another example. Theholes, whichlooked
innocuousfrom thefront seat d thetruck, packed ared wallop,
and eddieswerefew and far between, offeringlittlerespitefrom
theturbulent wavy gravy.

So enlightened, we pedled back out into the current,
resolving to paddle as cautioudly as possibleand to pausein
everyeddywecoul d findtofacilitateboatscouting. Thisphil oso-
phy served uswdll, at least until thei ncidentat theriverwidehole
described in the introduction d this article. Therewas just no
avoidingthat.

And soit waswith sometrepidation that | returned to
the South Fork thissummer, detuned by a mellow and blissful
week on theSdway. But aswedroveup thecanyon to the put-
inl waslulled, onceagain, into afase sensed relaxation. Asa
result d thelessthan stellar snowpack in Idaho thisyear, the
South Fork was running a just under 600 cfs, the lowest flow
recommendedin either guidetothearea. Butthereweren't many
other options, and we had not traveled 2000 milesfor naught.
Low water bedamned, wedecided to giveit atry.

Thistimetherewereplenty d rocksshowing; infactit
wasapparent that wewoul d be paddling down avery technical
maze. But there were bizillions  eddies and pools as wdl.
Besdes we fancied ourselves to be experienced eastern steep
creekboaters.. hereweshouldfed quiteat home. By thetimewe
reached the put-in several membersd our party wereyawning
and scratching their heads. Hdl, the damned thing hardly
looked worth doing. | was hard pressed toexplainto themwhat

Bob Gedekoh photo

Approaching a big one on the Lochsa...one of Idaho's premier
whitewater playgrounds.

thefusswasall about.

Coyote Fdls answered that question definitively less
than a minute after we hit thewater. That's all thetimeit tookfor
theriver to snareitsfirst victim.

Oned themorestalwart membersd our party, Deen
Fairburn, had taken the lead. He rounded a bend and found
himsdf descending a steep water staircase which terminated
withablindledge. Thereweretwochutespouringovertheledge;
Dino had to makeasnap decision.. totakewhat wasat thebase
d door number oneor takewhat wasat thebased door number
two.

He chose door number two, and soon found himsdf
pinned vertically with water pouring over hishead and shoul-
ders. Fortunately, hewas able to extract himself from his boa,
whicheventualy kicked looseand lodged agai nst aboul der not
far downstream. Beforelongboat and boater werereunited, but
wewered| considerably sobered by thisclosecall and everyone
quickly devel oped ahealthy respectfor the South Fork that was
sustained throughout our ultratechnical four hour descent.

WhattheSouthForklacked inoomphthat day, it gained
in subtle treachery. Virtualy every member o our group re-
countedsomeharrowingexperiencest thetakeout; weal | agreed
that the run had taken our creekin” skillsto thelimit.

My close cal came bouncing atop a turbulent pillow
againgt thefaced an undercut rock onriver right. Don't ask me
how | got there; it certainly waan't my idea. | spent about ayear
andahdf tryingtopull mysdf backintothefreecurrentwithout
flipping, thoroughly appreciatingthevirtuesd thelargevolume
Corsical waspaddling.

| learned later that | had not been done; New Y orker
Caron Stanford, who witnessed the fiasco from an upstream
eddy, reported that avery animated and apparently bemused
otter was not fifteen feet away from me, apparently thoroughly
enjoying my predicament.

"He looked like he thought you had come to play,"

Caron laughed|ater, though | can assureyou that playing with
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Paddling through a mini-canyon on White Sand Creek...a wilder-
ness tributary of the Lochsa.

otterswas not terribly high on my agenda during those tense
moments. | wasmoreconcerned about becomefodder for trout!

By theend o theday | wasconvinced. Beit running
high or beit runninglow, the Golden Sectiond the South Fork
isjust no placefor Ssses.

South Fork o the Clearwater, L ower Run

Downstream o the Golden take-out the South Fork
continuesto provideplenty d whitewater action. Whilewewere
occupied on theGolden Section, anumber d thestronginterme-
diate and advanced boatersin out group tackled this section.
Even at low water, they reported that the run waschallenging
and fun. Heretheriver tendsto belesscontinuousand can be
readily scouted from the road, allowing boatersto choose an
appropriatelaunchsiteinconsiderationd their desiresand skill
levels.

Thereareseveral lengthyrapidshere, and, atleast alow
water, anumber d technical onesaswell, but theriver is pool
dropin character. At higher levelsit might not beabad placeto
test thewaters.. and your skill level, beforemovingupstreamin
searchd theGold.

Loca Color

While in the vicinity, take time to visit the riverside
townd Kooskia Thenamed thetownislikely apermutation
d the Nez Perce phrase Koos Keich Keich, which meansclear
water. Thisisanauthenticwesterntown, catering to theneedsd
ranchersandloggers, with severa old fashioneddry good stores
sdlling cowboy bootsand hatsand hunting and logginggesr.

As befits a small western town these stores serve a
multituded functions, on the day that we visited local voters
wereregisteringat the counter, al thewhilehotly debating the
meritsd Bush versus Perot versusClinton. After listeningto
their animated discussion, | can safely report that the rural
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Idahoansareevery bit as disstisfied with theelectoral options
thisyear astherestd us.

Thereareacoupled rowdy cafesand barshereaswell
where you can get an authentictasted thewild west in more
waysthan one.

Takenoteaswdl, thesupermarketin Kooskiaisagood
placetostock uponsupplies... believeme, suchamenitiesarefew
and far betweenin thispart o theworld.

Cleanvater Chow

'"While at dinner, an Indian fellow veryimpertinently threw
ahalf starved puppy intomyplate, bywayof derision for myeating dogs,
and laughed very heartily a¢ his own impertinence. | was so provoked
by his insolencethat I caught the puppyand threw it withgreatviolence
at him, struck him in the breast and face, seized my tomahawk, and
showed him bysignsifhe repeated hisinsolence, | would tomahawk him!
The fellow withdrew, apparently much mortified, and | continued my
repast on dog without further molestation.”

Diay d Lewis, May 5 1806

"Menall cold and hungry. Killed a second colt, which weall
supped heartily on, and thought itjine meat."
Diayd Clark, September 16,1805

The Selway

Judgingby their diaries, Lewis and Clark werenotfussy
eaters. Duringthetimethey spent in the Cleanvater basis, they
couldill affordtobe. When ahorsewent lame, it went into the
pot. And their dogsdidn't fareany better. Med planningwas
easy, they ssimply wolfed down their petsl

Jenny Fairburn and Kitty Toscano, who did the medl
planning for our five day trip on the Sdway, were not as
fortunate. Packingfood for 16 normal peoplewould havebeen
hard enough. But preparingamenu that woul d satisfy eachand
every member o our crew was nhothinglessthan anightmare.

Inevery respect except thisone, ourswas an amicable
and agreeableparty. Weagreed upon theshuttlearrangements
(250 miles) ... we paid $30 ahead to haveit done. Weagreed on
our paceonthe river...leisurdly, with plenty d timetofish, hike
and relax. Thechoiced campsites, the necessity d scouting
rapids, thetimewegot upand timewehit the sack... noned these
thingscaused thedlightesthit of consternation. Butinregardsto
mattersdietary... Ouch!!!

Actually, all thingsconsidered, Kitty and Jennydid an
amazingjob. Jennyisadown homesoutherner,anexcel lent cook
whograduatedfromtheFry Itin Butter and Douseit with Sugar
School d CulinaryArts. Kitty, ontheother hand, ownsoned the
largest healthfood storesin western Pennsylvania.. an organic
vegetarian who actually believesthat Tofu and soy Mk taste
good. But thedivergenced opinion regarding the appropriate
preparationd chow between Kitty and Jennywasonly theti pof
theiceberg.
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By my reckoning our party included four junk food
addicts, tworeformedjunk food addicts(currently subsistingon
ricecakesand Nutrasweet), three vegetarians, onemacrobiotic,
lactosei ntol erant seaweedeater, Six low fat fanati csand threeold
fashioned meat and potato types. | know, that addsup to more
than sixteen people. But some peoplewere morethan onething!
From the outset it was clear that mea preparation would be
interesting.. tosay theleast.

But Kitty and Jenny managed the impossible.. they
satisfiedeveryone. Prior to our departureamenuwascircul ated
among the participants, then modified to accommodate the
expressedconcernsd thedivergentgroups. A tightly controlled
squadrond threedida| of theshoppinginMissoula, whilethe
remainder d the party was purposely distracted by other prepa-
ratory tasks.

Ontheriver ateamwasassigned to prepareeach medl,
including arepresentatived eachd themgor dietary minority
groups. Meat was cooked separately. Mayonnaise, butter and
sdad dressings were added last. Chocolate, corn chips and
cookieswere madeavailableto thosewho indulge, and hidden
from thosewho do not, but would very much liketo.

And finally, and perhaps most critically, there was
plenty o beer towhet everyone's appetite. I nterestinglyenough,
therewasuniversal agreement about the beer. Aslongasit was
cold and it waswet, it waswonderful.

The Selwav... Wilderness Wonderland

Aswonderful astheSelway experienceitself. Themost
remoted the Clearwater tributaries,the46 milelongwilderness
section d the Sdway isindisputably one o finest whitewater
tripsinthenation. TheSelway, whichflowsthroughtheSdway-
Bitterroot Wilderness Area, has been designated a Wild and
ScenicRiver.

During the optimal boating season, from late May
throughJuly; the Forest Servicepermitsonly oneparty d sixteen
boaterstolauncheach day. Theoddsd drawingapermitinthe
|ottery aresaidtobeless than oneinthirty perindividual, making
theSelway oned themost difficultriverstoaccessinthecountry.

What makesthe Selway sospecial ?Not thewhitewater...
at the usual levelsthe run is classITI-1V, entertaining but not
exceptional. Rather it istheriver environment, whichisoned
themost pristineinthenation. If | wereasked tochooseone word
to describetheSelway, | would, without hesitation, opt for the
word "Green".

The Selway does for the color green what the Grand
Canyondoesfor thecol orsorangeand red. HencetheColorado,
whichflowsthrough the CanyonisaKodachromekind d place.
But theSdway, whichfeaturesfaunad every imaginableshade
d green, just begsto be photographed with Ectachrome.

Firs, cedarsand ponderosapinesdirect ones attention
past thecraggy mountai nsidestothesky above. InlateMaywild
flowersd every shape and hew line the trailswhich emanate
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Aclass 4 sectioh of Idaho's Brushy Fork

from each d the riverside campsites. The air is ripe with the
fragrance d the pinesand flowering plants. The Sdway is a
botanist's dream.

And perhapsa herpetologist's dream aswell. Nearly
wery day membersd our party spotted rattlesnakesal ong the
river.

But, after theinitial shock, no oneseemed tomind. At least they
didn't mind enough toforgoour daily fiveto ten milehhikesup
the spectacular side canyonsand mountainsides.

Inshort, everythingyou ever heard about theSdwayis
true. Paddlingthe Selway is a unique whitewater experience,
and evenif takestenyearstoluckintoapermit, theriver i sworth
thewait.

Indian Wars

" After the engagement between General Howard and Chief
Josephnear Stites, the Indians retreated toWeippe. They arrived July
15, 1877.

At Weippe the Indians held a war council. Some of the
Indians, including Joseph,wanted to negotiate a peacetreaty. Others,
particularly those who thought they might be hanged for murder,
wanted to continue thefight. They were faced with deciding whether
they should negotiatea peace, flee Canada, or seek aid from the Flathead
and Crow, who had always been their friends. TheNez Perce, particu-
larly Looking Glass, had always been on thefriendliest termswith the
white peoplein Montanaand theCrow, and had eve Y reason to believe
that they would experience no difficulty there, a hope that led to bitter
disappointment.

Joseph's band consisted of about 250 men, 40 women and
children and two thousand head of horses. Theyfollowed the Lolo trail
(along the Lochsa)... whichwaschokedwith fallen timber. Thelndians
jammed their horsesalong, breaking legs and leaving the crippled and

|_dying animals on the trail."

fromTheLolo Trail by Ralph S. Space
Thel ochsa

Bydl accountsthefrantictrek the Nez Percemade along
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theLolo Trail duringthelndianwar of 1877 was abrutal one. Not |

surprisingly, Native A mericanshave not forgottentheinjustices
inflicted upon Chief Josephand his people.

Small wonder that, even after onehundred years, once
in awhilethey seek asmall measure o revenge. So my friend
Ronni ediscoveredsevera yearsagowhil ehitchhikingtheLochsa
shuttle. The road follows the Lochsa aong its entire length,
approximatingthecoursed theLolo trail. Usually thereisafair
amount d traffic, so Ronnie, whoisusually very conscientious
about such matters, had decided to forgo setting a shuttle and
take his chancesfinding comfort in the company d strangers.
After alongday playingon theriver, heclimbed thebanks, put
onhis best Good Ol eSouthern Boy Grinand stuck out hi s thumb.

Beforelong his effortswere rewarded, a pickupfilled
with Native Americanspulled over, and hefigured hewasset.

Wedo not know whether theseweredescendantsd the
very Nez Perce who had suffered on thisvery route a century
beforeand we do not know whether Ronnielookslike Generd
Howard, but we do know that Richiewas about to go for the
shuttlerided hislife

Since there was no room for Ronnie in the cab he
climbedintothebed o thetruck and they werecoff. Ronniehad
carefullyexplainedtothemthat hewasparked at theWilderness
Gateway campground, an easy landmark to spot, so he was
surprised when thetruck careened pastit without even slowing
down. First Ronnietapped on thewindow, hopingto attract the
attention of his benefactors. but the truck sailed on. Soon he
waved hisarms, but to no avail. Findly, he started to ydl and
pound on thebed d thetruck.

The driver d the truck and his passengers paid little
attentionto thedistraught palefacetotheir rear, infact, it seemed
to Ronnie peering through the window that they were having
one hell of agood time. Soon Ronniecameto redize that they
wereenjoyingonehell o agood gag, and that hewasthe brunt
d that joke

The pickup soared up the mountain along the Lochsa,
past itsorigin wherethe Crooked Fork and White Sand Creeks
meet, and upand over Lolo pass, accomplishingin minuteswhat
had taken Chiegf Joseph and hisband many days. Now Ronnie
found himsdf headed down the mountain toward Missoula,
Montana, morethan thirty milesfrom where hewanted to be.

Wecannot say how far the Native A mericansintended
to transport their captive, or what theintended to do with him
when they got there, becauseeventually, when they wereforced
tosdowdownonacurvetoabout twenty milesand hour, Ronnie
bailed out.

And, asthe pickup roared on down theroad, its occu-
pantshootingand howling, Ronniepondered theplight d Chief
Joseph, then philosophicallystuck out histhumb again.

The Lochsa.. Whitewater Playground

It isnowonder that the Lochsaisoneldaho's favorite
5

The Brushy Fork...a turbulent staircase.

whitewater playgrounds. Its very namesaysitall,” Lochsa"isthe
Hathead word for "' roughwater'. Theriver featuresmorethan
twenty milesd pool drop class4 whitewater and, for the less
experienced, more than thirty milesd class 3 Shuttlesare a
simplemeatter, Routel2 parallelstheriver alongitsentirecourse,
in fact mogt o the rapids can be scouted from the seat o the
shuttlewagon.

Some might argue that the proximity d the road de-
tractsfromtheambienced thelL ochsa, but noonewill deny that
thisisstillaspectacul arriver valley,in many respectscomparable
to that d itssigter, the Sdway. Rugged mountains definethe
tower on both sidesd theriver and stately cedar groves and
invitinghot springsare scattered along itscourse.

Der and ek areso plentiful that driving after dark
requirescons derablecaution. Moose are frequently spotted in
theupperlimitsd therun, and recentlytherehavebeenunverified
reportsd walf sightings. TheForest Servicemai ntainsanumber
d campgroundsaong theriver. The one at Warm Springsis
popularwithboatersbecaused itsproximity totheJerryJohnson
Hot Springs, a delightful natural spa where boaters can nurse
their achingmusclesafter astrenuousday or river running. The
campground at WildernessGateway i sal so popul ar becauseitis
located near themiddled theclass4 section d theriver.

The Lochsais a big river and so has along boeting
season. Howsgenerally peek inlateMay or Juneat about 11,000
cfsdepending on weather and snowpack, but theriver remains
navigablethroughmuch d thesummer. At higher levelsthere
arelongtrainsd rollinghaystacks, explosionwavesand, for the
unwary, an occasional megahole. Theriver ispool drop and o,
a moderate levels, is reasonably beni gn. There are.literally
thousandsd surfing waves d every shape and size. At high
water therapidsflow intooneanother and swimsaresaid tobe
long and unpleasant.

The 22 mile stretch d class 4 water with an average
gradient d about 35 fpm lies sandwiched between two class3
sections, the upper a20 milerun with agradient d 28 fpm, the
lower a15 mile run with agradient d 19 fpm. Since the road
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follows the river, it is possble to put-in and take-out almost
anywhere. AlthoughRoutel2iswell maintained,therehasbeen
littledevel opment al ongtheriver; gasand groceriesareavailable
only at Lowdl, wheretheriver joinstheSdway, and at thetiny
community d Powell, near theriver's origin. Severa raft com-
paniesoperateon theriver anditispopular with privaterafters
aswell, but theraft traffic isnot so heavy asto be annoying.

On the Lochsa there is more than enough space and
excitement to go around.

1806. L ochsaRiver. Idaho

"Last evening the Indians entertained us by setting the fir
fresson fire. They placea good number of dried limbs near the trunk,
which when set on fire creates a very sudden and intense blaze from
bottom to top of these tall trees. They are beautiful in thissituation at
night. Theexhibition reminded meofadisplay offireworks. Thenatives
told us that their object in setting the trees on fire was to bring fair
weatherfor our journey."

"| observed a tippet worn by Hohhostillpilp, which was
formed of human scalps and ornamented the thumbs and fingers of
several men which he had dain in battle."

Diayd Lewis, 1806

The LochsaTributaries

TheLewisand Clarkexpeditionwasonitsway back east
when the I ndiansentertained them with thefir treefireworks.
Frustrated by persi stentspringsnowsand heavy brushalongthe
river, Lewis and Clark had spentanumber d daysat thelndian's
encampment, waiting for the snowsto melt and for guidesto
becomeavailable.

I'n hisbook TheLolo Trail author Ral phSpacerecounts
anIndian claim that Clarkfatheredachildby a Nez Percewoman
whowasasister d Chief Red Grizzly. Thisred haired Indian,
whowashnamed Tzi-Kao-Tza, reportedly wasproud d hisheri-
tage. Asanadult hewould," Straightenhis body tohisfull height
and strikehischest, exclaimingashedid so, Me Clark™.

Withthisin mind onemight conjecturethat perhapsthe
patience d the Indians with their guests was wearing thin,
especidlyif ignitingthetreesreally wasintended to hasten their
departure. Consideringthe misery that thewhiteswereeventu-
dly to bringto their people, they would havedonewell to have
tied the eatersd puppy dogs to those firs before setting them
ablaze.

It hishard toimaginewhatSmokey theBear wouldhave
had to say about theanticsd theexplorers hosts. Firesstill rage
acrossthisportiond Idahoonaregular basis. Somearefought
aggressively,infact thenational school for firgjumpersislocated
over theLolo Passnear Missoula. Othersare allowed to burn,
arguably leading to a healthier forest due to the clearing d
underbrush.

Evidence d this approach is apparent in the Sdway

basin, where many d thetrunks o the large Ponderosa Pines
exhibitold black scorchmarks, though otherwi sethey seemnone
theworsefor thewear. Lifeintheserecently burned areasseems
particularly diverse, with wild flowersd every shapeand hue
bloomingin perfusion.

Large tracts d the forest surrounding severa d the
L ochsatributarieshasal sobeen denuded, though not by fire, but
rather by man. Patchesd clear cut forest werevisiblewhenwe
paddled theBrushy Fork and WhiteSand Creek, tworunsl ocated
near the very top d the Lochsa watershed. In spite d this
deforegtation, challenging thesesmall al pinetributariesremains
ascenic treat aswell asa genuineadventure.

White Sand Creek

Just getting to put-in for the lower run on the White
Sandrequirednearly an hour o four wheelingthrough aserpen-
tine, steep mazed loggingroadsthat featured somespectacular
viewsd the snow covered pesk d Bk Mountain, part d the
Bitterroot Range. We soon discovered that the White Sand
shuttlewasnot asstrai ghtf orward asthemapsinthegui debooks
might suggest; apparentlyoggi ngaccessroadshavebeenadded
tothesystemrecently. A recent set of topographicmapsproved
to be agodsend while negotiatingthisshuttle.

Ontheway anenormousbear dashed uptheroad ahead
d thecar, movingat least twenty-fivemilesan hour, sincethere
was no way we could keep up with him on the sculpted gravel
road. Would observing this bear at close range have been as
amusing had we not been in thesafety d theshuttlevehicle?

Perhaps not. The French trapper Lolo, for whom the
trail and creek are named, died aslow and painful death after a
cranky bear that he had wounded nearly tore hisleg off.

Severa deer and elk foraged along theroad aswdll, asdid a
plump snowshoehare.

We paddled thebottom16 milesd theWhite Sand toits
junctionwiththeCrookedFork, thereformingthe Lochsa proper
near Powell. TheLochsaat L owel wasrunningabout threefest;
a this levd the flow on White Sand appeared to be low to
moderate. T hiswasearl yJuneof averylow snowpack year, other
popular Lochsa tributaries, including Fish Creek, had already
dropped to unrunnable levels.

WhiteSand isawildernessrun; theoveral gradientis
70fpm. But thisisnot evenly distributed,sincethetiny creekis
consi derablysteeper and moretechnical onthefirst several miles
near the put-inthanin themilesd class2water that lead to the
take-out. Themost challengingsection o therunisat thetop, we
tookturnsl eadi ng,boat scoutingthedropsfromthesmalleddies,
ever vigilantfor strainers. Fortunatel ywewereabl etofind away
around al d these, but at higher levels falen timber would
dearly beasgnificant hazard here.

White Sand Creek flows through an intricate mni
canyon with waterfalls tumbling in from the sides, a place o
intimatebeauty but, evenduringamid afternoonin June,agood



placetoget achill. By thetimewe reached theWhiteSand take-
out most o uswereshivering, having paddled in theshadefor
several hours.

At the takeout we negotiated the remnants o ariver
widefish weir which had been destroyed during arecent burst
of high water. Whilethe shuttlewagon wasbeing retrieved we
visited the salmon spawning station at the take-out; workers
there told us that the weir had been worth $100,000. Al to
artificialy assist thefish in doing what used to come naturally.
Ah, yes.. Your tax dollarsat work!

It wasnearly dark by thetimetheshuttlersreturnedto
the takeout and the boatswereloaded and everyonewasquite
exhausted. Fortunately thetiny restaurantlocatedin theLochsa
Lodge, located in nearby Powell, was still open, and soon our
batterieswere being recharged with generousportionsd steak
and homemadepie. A menageried stuffedanimal speeredat us
from thewallsasweate; thisfacility servesastheheadquarters
for an activehunting operationduring thefal andwinter, when
ek hunterscharter guidesand horsesfor multi day tripsintothe
high country.

ThelLochsal odgehasan authenticfed toit andiswell
worthvisiting. Theoperationincludesasmall grocery storeand
gas station, a bar and severa rustic cabins available to rent.
During the summer asmall raft company also makesits head-
quartersthere.

Brushy Fork

Thoughl ocatedwithi naf ew miles of White Sand Creek,
theBrushy Fork d the Lochsa hasadistinctly different character.
We anticipated that it would take nearly an entireday to make
this13 milewildernessrun; sowewerequitesurprised whenwe
rounded asharp bend and found ourselvesat the take-out, less
than threehoursafter putting on. Not that paddlingthe Brushy
Fork was easy, these were not easy hours spent drifting along
gawkingat the birdsand bees.

Theoverall gradient d theBrushy Fork issaid to be51
fpm, but onceagainit isnot evenly distributed. In thiscasethe
flat water lies near thetop d therun. Wethoughtthewaterlevel
ontheBrushy Fork marginallylow withthelL ochsaat theL owell
gauge reading 25, but we encountered a number d unfortu-
nately placed strainers along the crek's twisting course that
could cause serious problems at higher levels. Most o these
strainersand logjams were located in theclass| and IT water that
extendssevera milesbelow the put-in. Ten d thesewereriver
wide, necessitating portagesd variablelength through the un-
derbrushwherethecreek lived up toitsname.

Thissituation led to characteristic grumbling about a
“kayaking trip from hell"* from my Managing Editor and com-
paniononthisventure, ChrisKoall. | attempted todistract him by
pointing out and identifyingthe many speciesd al pineflowers
growingaongthebanksd the Brushy Fork, but thisseemed to

On the trail of Lewis and Clark

dolittleto ease hispain.

| would makeclever observationslike" The Mariposa
Lily isthestateflower o Utah,” or " Theblossomsd theSyringa
andtheBunchberry look very much thesame, except onehasfive
petalsand the other only four,” To thishewould only snort.

Somefolks just don't appreciatethefiner things.

Fortunately once the gradient increased and the run
assumedaclass IV character thestrainersposedlessd aproblem.
Theswifter currentin thesesectionsapparently sweepsthetrees
tothesidesd thestream, lodgingthemin positionsmoreor less
pardld to theflow.

Nonethel essroundingtheacutebendsintheriverinthe
midst o swift difficult whitewater proved downright unnerv-
ing. Fortunately we werein the company d M ke Baley, an
accomplishedPittsburgh paddler whowasinafeisty mood and
willingand ableto act asour probe.

From a bouncing micro eddy atop a steep serpentine

i-drop, " Isthat atreedownthere?.. Canweget aroundit?.. Catch

theeddy aboveit to theleft?..

And thentheresponse, reminiscentd acertainfamous
cereal commercid, "L et Mikey try it...”

Without Mikey our transit time on the Brushy Fork
mighthavebeen quiteabitgreater, especiallysncethecreeklives
up toitsnameand scoutingfromthebanksislessthan atrest.1n
river running, asin all sortsd adventures, a good guide can
certainly make the difference between an "intersting™ versusa
"miserable" experience.

June 13,1806.... Brushy Fork Headwaters

" Today we said farwell to our Nez Perce guides. It is but
justicef osay that arethemost friendly, honestand ingeniouspeoplethat
we have seen in the course of our travels...”

Diaryof Gass, Lewisand Clark Expedition
Clearwater Memories

Lewisand Clark started their expeditionin St. Louisin
May d 1804. They did notfinishtheir explorationsuntil Septem-
ber d 1806. By thetimethey returned they had been presumed
dead.

History recordstheir route, their observationsand the
hardshipsthey endured. But did they enjoy themselves?Did
they havefun?

Thehistorical recorddoesnot say, butl liketo think that
they did.

Considering the quality o the environment d the
Clearwater watershed, it ishard to imaginethat they didn't at
least appreciatethewonder o place.

Today, the Clearwater basin still beckonswhitewater
adventurersto north central 1daho. Thosewho answer that call
will not be disappointed.
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What River:

ehas an average flow of about 11,000 cfs;
/s free-flowing, and has discharges as much as 33,000 cfs;
ehas in its most popular section, twice the gradient of the Grand Canyon;
*contains five class IV or better rapids within a four-mile section;

eprovides a home for osprey and eagles, and has
ehosts national bass-fishing tournaments;

ehas three national presidents buried on its banks;

ehas a ten-lane, high speed shuttle route and;
*runs directly through the center of a major east coast city [and state capital]?
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Urban whitewater
on the James River

Meteorologist have speculated
that the1969 Hurricane Camilleproduced
more rain, in one spot, within a 24-hour
period, than has falen on earth within
recordedhistory. NelsonCounty, Virginia
was devastated by this natural disaster,
and more than one hundred d her resi-
dentsdied i n massivefloodswhich swept
the Tye and Piney Rivers, tributariesdf
Virginids JamesRiver.

As the flood crest passed
Virginids capital, Richmond, it released a
great riverfromtheconstrai ntswhichhad
been imposed by hydropower damsand
diversions. A century's worthd sedimen-
tation, debrisaccumulation, and vegeta-
tion overgrowth in formerly dewatered
channelsd theJamesvani shedovernight.
Hydropower dams were breached, and
the James was released from diversion
canals.

Richmond grew from an
Algonquintradingvillageat thefootd the
falls d the James, to industrial seaport.
George Washington, and others, envi-
sioned Richmond asthe terminusd the
transcontinental canal system extending
to the Rocky Mountains. His JamesRiver
and Kanawha Canal Companyconstructed
thefirst & Americas great canal systems

westward, towards the Blue Ridge. Al- |
the Jamesby 1861.

though awater | i rk wasnever completed

By CHARLES V. WARE

totheWest Virginials KanawhaRiver,and |

thence the Ohio, the canal carried oreto
Richmond's foundries, and grai ns to her
millsforexportabroad.Immediately prior
totheCivil War, RichmondwasAmericas

War's destruction and postwar
economic stagnation saw Richmond
eclipsedby other cities,includingmanyin
the south. Ironicaly, Richmond thereby
escaped the fate o Americas "rustbelt”

The James River at extremely low water flowing through the center of Richmond.

third wealthiest city, theleading port for
grainexports, amongthetopin manufac-

turing. Morethan11,000industrial work-
erstoiled in factories along the banks o

b3

industrial centersand hasenjoyedamod-
est renaissancein today's post-industrial
America. Factories along the James are
being converted into residential condo-
miniums, have been transformed into



Urban
white

headquarters facilities for multi-national
corporations, and in the notable instance
of the old Tredegar Iron Works are to be
developed into amuseum complex on the
scale of Henry Ford's Greenfield Village.

Anothercomponent of the mod-
ern transformation of the James was the
implementation, In the late “sixties, of
wastewaber treatment for municipal and
industrial wastes. The James River was a
fetid sewer, in and below the City of
Richmiond, until a system of truck sewer
connectors was completed In 1974 Al-
st miraculously, anad romonus fish, such
&3 herring and striped bass, returned 1o
the falls of the James, and in less than twa
decades fish have returned in such great
nurnbors that, on any given day, many
scanes of fishermen may be seen along the
riverbanks. Richmond hosted the national
Bass Masters tournament in 1989 and 1990,

Most American Whitewater
resders will be little interested in hass
fishing , but the cost of federally-man-
dated anadromous fishery restoration has
been the primary bar to reactivationof the
hydro fecilitbes knocked out by Hurri-
cane Camille. The elements that make the
James attractive to hydrodevelopers, flow
and gradient, also create a haven for
whitewater boating,

Indesd, here is found the nation’s

best urbanwhitewater. Althoughamodest |

commercial rafting operation has been in
existence since the late 1970, the Jarnes has
not achieved the level of recognition is has
deserved, and s generally under-utilized.

The James River's major wrban
whltoweater rival would have to be Wash-
imgton D.C.'s Potomac, The Class V1 Great
Falls, and the Polomac™s Little Falls are,
together, rather less interesting than the
lower Section of the James in Richmond.
The Potomac is dirtier than the James, and
is degraded by incessant low-level jet trafiic
operating out of Washington's National
Adrport, The climb Into Mather Gorge is
arduous and dangerous, and the walk out
below Little Falls is fairly long. And the
Washington Traffic...

In Richmond, on the other hand,
shisttle driving st the buslest time of day is
a maiter of no more than ten or fifteen
minutes. There (s no need to carmy a boat
more than Afty feet under most circum-
stances. Parking shuttle vehicles can be a
problem, but is usually not a major diffi-
culty,

There are three recognized sec-
tions of the James River within the city of
Richmond. The western most has the four-
foot-per-mile gradient characteristic of the
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| Jarmes throughout most of its extent. If the

| parking lot at the popular Pony Pasture

Park access point is jammed full, boaters
can use the Huguenot Woods Section is
fatwater, at the least seventeen people
have drowenied on it in recent years, most
it thie deceptively innocuous-looking Wil-
Harrs Island Dam [aka “Z-Dam”]. A fish
passageway notch that is to be cut into the
Williarns Island Dam by the City and the
Virginia Department of Game & Inland
Fisheries. This might provide a safe route
through the dam hydraulic the has been
fatal to fifteen inexperienced rafters, tu-
bers, and canoeists.

The Upper Section of the James
is three mmiles of Class I-II rapids, and a
rfle of Nabwater, within a wooded and
scende corridor through the inner subur-
ban neighbarhoods of the City. The Pony
Pasture Parkriver access area was exactly
that—a private pasture for a few ponies
and hiorses—befone Land for the James River
Parks was purchased in the 1960's with
money obtained through the MNational
Park Service's Land & Water Conserva-
ton Program. The Pony Pasture Park is
poorly  maintained,  generally
unsupervised, and in frequently over-run
by beer-gursling teenager sunbather. A
few yards out in the river, and the scene is
oneof tranquillity Osprey and eagles have
been nesting in the area recently. Waich
what you beave bethind En your car, though,
and don't forget that you are inside a
major city—and a rather crime ridden and
racially-troubled one, at that

The upper section s a scende trip
extension for expert and advanced pad-
dlers, or an alternative to the more dilfi-
cult Lower Section of the river for less
competent paddlers. One of the non-in-

| frequent cccasionsin winter and inspring

when the James i running bank-full, or
higher, the upper section can provide ex-
citing Class ITI, big-water paddling. The
James is about a half-mile wide through-
out the city, so paddlers must expect to
waltch out for themsslfs. City police check
for the requuired high-water permdts when
the James is higher than nine feet on the
Westham Gauge [see below], If the Clty s



calledtorescuefolks without the$®10High =
Water Permits, thosefished out aretobe |
billed $155 per hour. One unlucky fellow |
whodippedfromthebankintoafloodstage
river wasbilled morethan two grand for
the Coast Guard helicopter dispatched
from Norfolk.

Threebridgescross theupper sec-
tiond theJames. Thenamesd each have
beenstenciledinonydlow|ettering, which
isalsointendedto mark thenormal routes
for paddlers|it is generaly necessary to
follow the suggested route in low water
conditions]. There are some great play
wavesbel ow thearched railroad bridgeat
river levels above sx feet. For out-of-
townersusi ngexi stinggui debooksor road
maps, you mightwishto beawarethat the
Boulevard AvenueBridgeisto beclosed |

and rebuilt after Julythisyesr. B

After onepassesbeneaththeBou-
levard Bridge[whereconstructionwill be
taking place], a solitary high-rise brick
apartmentbuildingwill bevisibleonriver
right. Thisshouldalert paddl ersthat they
are approaching the upper section
takeout,also onriverright, at Reedy Creek.
Miss this at high water, and the conse-
quencescouldbegrave. Theon-riversigns
for the takeout were destroyed by flood-
ing this year, so the unfamiliar with the
Jamescould easily overlook thesmall side
channel intowhich Reedy Creek [asmall
tributary stream] flows.

ThereisaJamesRiver Park Vis-
tors Center at the Reedy Creek River ac-
cess, but thisisgenerally closed. Paddlers
Should avoid ding some d the things
which have strained relations with the
park neighbors, such aschanging clothes
onthedtreet, public urination, and block-
ingdriveways. Thearearesidentsal ready
haveto put upwith thethugswhotestfire
their weaponsinto theriver at night, and
with the sister boyswho prow! the parks
the day and night. Vauable objects are
probably safer out on the river with you
than behind in your car.

The Lower Section commences
below theriver-wide Hollywood Dam, at
the western tip d Bdle Ide [NOT Bdle

Idand, pleasg]. The James drops about

Urban
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seventy feet over the next two miles. The
south channel d theriver isdry until the
Jamesexceeds Sx feet on the Westham
Gage, andif you seewater flowingpast the
southsideBelleIsle, thenyoushouldcare-
fully weigh your paddlingoptions.
TheHollywood Dam, whichfed
ahydro plant on Bdlelde, had beenerod-
ingaway steadily sincethebreachformed
in 1069. This"First Break” into the north
channel onceformed a Class1V rapid, as
most d theriverflowed throughatwelve-
foot -widegap in thedam, and aconcrete
section d the dam which had fallen for-
ward. Thisgapis more thanahundredfeet
wide today, and there is another large
breakout afew yardsd thenorth["Varia-
tion" Rapids]. A modem concern is the
river's erosiond theextremetip o Bdle
Ide, and the possibility that theriver may
break through theold hydro channel and
de-water the Hollywood Rapids in the
northchannel. Virginiapadd ershavebeen
debating the appropriatenessd rip-rap-
pingthetipd theisland to slow erosion.
Theold Hydrodamwasanchoredon por-
tionsd Bdleldebuiltupd iron mill dap
dating from theindustrial age.
Thenormal routethroughHolly-
wood Rapid is described in the Roger
Corbett and Ed Grove guidebooks, and

65

need not berepeatedhere. Hollywoodisa
generdlyforgivingClassIV, sincethehard
Petersburg Granite does not tend to un-
dercut. Thereisahorseshoe-shapedledge
forminghydraulicswhichbecomegrabby
at gx feet [Westham Gage] and pretty
damned seriousat |level smuchabovethat.
Themain six-foot drop isjust below this
set o hydraulics[cdled "Corner," "Up-
per' by areapaddlers].

The name Hollywood is taken
fromthe north bankcemeterywhichis the
"Vahadlad the South.” Buried hereare
Jefferson Davis, JEB. Stuart, George
Pickett, and 30,000+ Confederatesol diers,
somel2,000d whomrest under onegran-
ite pyramid. Beleldewasthetemporary
homed some 15,000 federal troops cap-
tured at Chancdlorsville. This notorious
POW camp siteis to be marked by low
earthen berms. The Tredegar Iron Works
structures across the river includes the
gunfoundry, whichcast many o thecan-
non used by the Confederate States, and
the plateused on CSS Virginial and 11.

As paddlers approach the east-
ernend d Belelde, they will see on the
horizonscaffol dingwhichoncesupported
the tainted gates o the Browns Idand
Dam. High water createsan inescapable,
lethal hydraulicbelowtheright hdf d the



dam{aka "Vepco Leves']. Thedilemma|

facing high-water paddlersisthat theeasi-
est routethrough the dam hydraulic, the
cutout created to provide fish passage,
leadsdirectly into Pipeline Rapids. Pipe-
lineisaClass VI when the Janesisover
ninefeetWestham [21,000cfs], and is pretty
unforgivingaboveeight feet [16,000 cfq,
astheriver pusheshard under the pylons
supportingatrain trestle. TheCity of Rich-
mond hasremoved asectiond thewalk-
way atop the scaf-
folding.soyouwon't
beabletoscoutfrom
atopthe dam [people
kept falling through
the metal grating

__WATER BATTLE ALLEY ___

whichformsthe walkway].

If theriveris high, lookfor afaint
"X" marked near the center d the dam,
rum immediately left o that, and then
paddlelike hell for the”Second Break™ d ot
inthedownstreamM anchester Dam. This
isthepreferred routeat low and moderate
levels aswdll, but you may be more re-
laxed.

"Second Break Rapids’ is a
breakoutin the Manchester Dam, located

_| towardsriver right and downstream o

the massive arched piers supportingthe

|- NinthStreet Bridgef or Manchester Bridge].

Paddlers who have been away from the
Janmesin recent years may be astonished
by the aestheticimpact o the new city
floodwall, which aso createsa weird vi-
sual perspective obscuring the entrance

1 ntoSecond Bresk. If you missthebreakout

in high water, you probably
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| wvon't comeout d thedamhydraulicfora
| while.
Therearethreeinterestingrapids
«Xowndream, but paddlers will have to
select oneper trip. Few paddlershaverun
*Triple Drop," which is entered on the
south sided themid-river electric power
pylon." SouthsideRapids' appropriately
located onthesouthsided theriver,isthe
tamest sdection, and the sensible high-
‘waer alternative. Watch outfor those rail-
road bridge abutments in high water,
though! "Fipding' over the other end
[north]shore, is composed o four drops,
thethirdd whichisakicker. Thisgenera
aes, just west d Mayo’s |dand, contains
innumerable small idlets which shelter
birdsandwildlife.l've recently ssenmore
| thanfifty blueheronhereat onetime, this
in theshadow d central businessdistrict
Ky scrapers.

Theriver guidebooks publishes
to date all describe the " Reynolds Metd
takeout" adjacent to PipelineRapid. Con-
struction d the new city floodwall has
closed thistakeout. If you try to carry out
throughtheconstructionzone, you'll prob-
ably be arrested. When the floodwall is
completed late in 1993, there will be a
takeout pathway and a pedestrian gete
through the 10-foot high wall. Unfortu-
nately therewillbeonly twoparkingspaces
ontheriver sided thewall [both reserved
for handicapped-onlyusd], and commer-
| cial developmentin theareawill eventu-

aly eliminatethe landward parking for-
merly enjoyed by paddlers. Thebest cur-
i rentaternativeisto park on privateprop-
| erty near 4400 East Main Street, at the
| Richmond Raft Company parking lot
‘ [please ask permission]. Thi s takeout is
about a mile below Mayo’s Idland, and

o PIPELINE
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that mileisall flatwater. There's
a Game Commission landing,
Ancarrow’s Marina, ontheother
[south ] side d theriver, but |
wouldn't leaveacar thereunat-
tended. if youdon't mind carry-
ing your boat across a narrow
cand lock gate, the Great Ship
Lock Perk isan alternativetake-
out.

Here in Richmond,
truly, thereissomethingfor ev-
eryone. TheJames senjoyableas
atight, technical runat themini-
mum possibility flowsd around
2000cfs It hasbeenrunsuccess-
fully at awesomelevel sexceed-
ing 200,00 cfs. What Richmond
offersisthechaceto put on after
work, play and paddle,and con-
cludetheday with adecent dinner [A FEW
SUGGESTIONS Millies on East Main
Street; Joe'sl nn, on ShieldsAvenue; Texas
Wisconsin Border Cafe,on West Main
Street; Bottoms up Pizza,on Dock Street;
Farouk’s housed India, on Carry Strest].

AWA hasplayedarolein thwart-
ing hydro devel opment proposalswhich
wouldscrew upevery thingdescribedthis
far. We intervened in FERC proceeding
affectingtheBdleldeHydro plants. Pad-
dlershel ped discouragethe plansto reac-
tivatethe12th Street HydroStation, andin
doingsoobtained designationd theFdls
d the Jamesas a Virginia Historic and
Scenic River [in1983]. 12th Street Hydrois
marked by thegray smokestack towering
abovePipelineRapids, and wasfed by the
Brown's Idand DamviatheHaxall Canal.

Cityfathershavehad anambiva-
lentattitudeaboutrecreationontheJames.
Thecity may beliablefor as much asahalf-
billiondollarsincosts associated with elimi-
nation d combined sewer over flows
(CSOs). How much easier it would beto
ban swimming in the dangerous river,
wheresevera youngRichmondersdrown
every year [only one person in twenty
yearshasdrowned while wearing aPFD,
though;this asquirt boater who probably
had aheart attack whileon flat water]!

- e

many decadesd neglect, Rich-
mond has turned to embrac-
ingitsgreatriver, athoughthe
riverfrontis, today, something
d an unpolished gem.
STUFF YOU NEED TO
KNOW

TheCity d Richmond
has ariver permit systemin-
corporating some fairly sen-
sibleregulations. PFD’s arere-
quired to be worn when the
river is above five feet
Westham. If theriver isabove
ninefeet, paddlers must wear
helmets, paddie in a group,
carry a rescue rope,[good
enough sofar] and must have
purchased a$10 permit, good

On the other hand, envious
glanceshaverecently been castingthedi-
rection d San Antonio, Texas, where a
rather dinky streamwasdivertedintothe
artificial canal system which is such a
great downtownamenity. Richmond has,
largely intact, an historical cand, withina
stones throw o its Shockoe Slip and
Shockoe Bottom historic digtricts. After

EIVER LEVELS:

Larvls on all sections are measured in feet on the Westham [Ban .l\ir] LsGsS
G.‘I.El.n_'. A :rEEurdi:n;5 ]:ln:ﬂ.'iJLr.B Current r.-:d.inl.':!. and a forecast may b obtaimed 'b-;.'
-..'.:.'Ilin,E 1_5-0&] PHeAA4TY, The Westham 'E-.:l.{l;r l’-l".ll\.Ei.I'lE,! are ]:!ri:'l.l.n:l LEJ.i:_’r' . the

Richmond Times-Dispatch.
POSSTEILITY MININUM FLOW:

3.9 feed Westham, Lower Section [1L900 cfs]
4.2 Weatham, Upper Section [2,620 cfs]

BUT YOLU'LL WANT THIS MUCH IF YOUR DRIVING FEOM OLUT OF TOWMN:
at loast five foot Westham I-Lr.-.:l:ll

HIR"S A NICE LEVEL:
& foot Westham [7,569 ofs]

THE LOWER SECTION GETS TOO PUSHY FOR INTEREMEDIATE PADDLERS

AT

roughly 7 fert Westham [11,340 cfs]
FIPELINE RAPID SHOLILD BE AVOIDED AT:
roughly B feet Westharn [15930 cfs]

FERMIT REQUIRED AT:

@ fieet Westharn [15 960 cfs]
FLOODSTAGE:

12 feet Westham [40,100]

for two years, from the Direc-

tor d Public Safety. The Director's posi-
tionwaseliminated effective July 1,1992,
otheentirepermit systemisupintheair
for the moment. However, you'd better
check around if your planning a high-
water run. Richmond Raft Companyisa
good source d information— (804) 222-
RAFT.
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Presenting an excerpt from...

CLASS FIVE

[ frmany

CHERRY CREEK

Jeff Bennett shares a chapter from
"Things Mother Told You 'Bout Whitewater"




"1t was like a dream come true. To -

our amazement, wefound that wewere ableto
run one after another of these fearsomechutes
and drops. The rapids that later became
Mushroon, Lewis's Leap, and Flat Rock Falls
causedusthemost hestitation. (Af thetime, we
referred to them as Number One, Two and
Three) But we made it every time, and at the
bottom of therapidwe'd just ook at each other
and laugh. We could hardly believe we were
actually doing it."

Marty McDonnell, asquoted inCalifornia
Whitewater, by Jim Cassady and Fryar
Calhoun

The Cherry Creek sectiond the
Upper Tuolumne River is the seventh
wonder o Californiaswhitewaterworld.
A design in perfection, laid out across a
deep, V-shaped Sierravalleyasif theriver
gods themselveswere taking up Classv

“boating.

In some ways, Cherry Creek is
not much differentthan other classicclass
V CdliforniariversliketheUpper K ngs, or
Forks d the Kern. There are long pool-
droprapids, chock full o car and van-size
boulders, and just enough time between
rapidsto rgoicein victory, or to regroup
and collectgear. Butinother ways, Cherry
Creek is much more d a boater's river -
accessiseader, information is available,
and damreleasefl owsprovidepredictable
water levelsand longer seasons.

MyintroductiontoCherry Creek
camefrom thefront d a14-foot SOTAR,
cohabited by Tom Dallinger, Rick Croft,
Jim Foug, and Dawn Martin. From the
back tube, MikeDoylealternated between
casua enjoymentd thecanyon's solitude,
and blaring, staccato drill sargent com-
mands.

| walked away from my intro-
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T duction run duly impressed. As afirst

timer, Cherry Creek seemed to descend
through itsvalley with al the subtlety o
Godzilla making hisway through Tokyo.
Eventoday, | canshut my eyesandfed the
samerush d uncertainty any boater feels
when dropping of aClassVfdls and the
disconcerting vertigo experienced when
being sucked out d partialy wrapped
rafts.

But it was my second run down
Cherry Creek that leads me back to the
typewriter, sharing again ridiculous ad-
venturesthat skatestheedged thelunatic
fringe.

Itwasthesummer o ‘87, thepeak
d Cdlifornias drought season. | had been
traveling up and down thestate, connect-
ing guiding rigs or renting out inflatable
kayaks to pot-bellied weekend warriors
onthe Lower Stanislaus.By mid-Summer,
much d thewater that nurished our wal-



CHERRY CREEK

| lets carefreelifestyles, and mental stabilty

| had dlipped westward, mixing with the
| salty watersd the Pecific. We werestart-
ingtofed likel ost sail orsinreverse-stuck
on dry land, looking for water.

The more desperatewe became,
i-he more outlandish our plans became.
There wastalk d clandestineruns down
rhe Grand Canyon d the Ydlowstone,

ripsintothe hinderlandsd” Canada, and

dreamy chatsd” Chileand Peru. Butin the
2nd, our next adventurelaid in our back-
‘yards. An inflatablekayak desent down
Cherry Creek.

Atfirgt, aninflatabl ekayakdesent
seemed absurd. These were not today's
high-performance Thrillseekers. And
Cherry Creek was no place for tiny
"wannabe'" river boats. But therewasal-
ways the possiblity o portaging
unmanagable rapids, and long days d
sunshineif we had to portagethe whole
damm thing. It was thisextra margin d
comfortand safty that pushed MikeDoyle,
Ridk Croft, and mysdf toward the put-in,
| and kept our pulsesin check while pad-
| dlinginto thefirst set d rapids.

As my body dowly melted into
therhythmd thekayak, my mind dipped
back to my freshmanyearsd rafting. On

| anearlier-andmuchesas er-trip, | had stood
upon a diff, shoulder to shoulder with
veteran boaters. Theconfusingdisplay of
twisting currents, foam, and rock at our
feet had mecompletelybewildered. " How
arewegonna’ run that?" | asked one my
colleagues. "Just go with the flow," he
replied.

| must've heard that samephase
athousand timesover theyears. And of-

The confusing display of twisting currents, foam and
rock at our feet had me completely bewildered.
"How are we gonna' run that?" | asked one of my
colleagues. "Just go with the flow,"” he replied.

ten, it carried with it amost prophetic
sense. But now, just two milesinto our
' ninemilerun, | reglizethat I'd found a
river wheregoingwiththeflowwasd| but
out o thequestion.
Wewereinourfirstseriousrapid-
Corkscrew-andd| o thecurrent wasgo-
ing exactly wherewedidn't want to be "
Going with the flow" in Corkscrew
would'vewrapped our boatsLikehypalon
bandaids around some fossilized
dinosaur's toe. So, wechosetheleast haz-




ardousroutes, shuckingand jivingacross
the current, and paddling like hell for
clean slotsand soft landings.

In the next milewebecamemore
attuned to the persondlitiesd our IK's
Their usefullness extended far beyond
simple glory boating. When our route
finding techniquefailed us, we could eas-
ily stepoutd thecraft, upontoarock,and |
backintotheriver ontheother side.When
theriverwastoofar bel ow aportageroute,
thelK's becameabig pillow to jumpinto,
and when thewater wastoo deep to step
into between distant boulders, the IK's
becametiny land bridges.

Oned themost useful aspectsd
these craft was as balloon armor. Since
staying aboard a tiny inflatableboat in a-
boulder strewn river while plummeting
toward the Pecific at 105 feet per mile
wasn't awayseasy, wedevised new tech-
niquesto preserveour hides. The second
our IK's would flip, wed pull them in
front o uslikeacatcher's vest to cushion
therocks, and climbonto theflipped craft
evenwhil edroppingdown steepchutes. It
was an adequate safety measure, and a
surefire way to ward off rocks, mgjor
dunkings, and gnarly bruises.

Wed perfected thesetechniques
by thetimewearrived & M ushroom Rapid.
ThisClassV behemothisoned theUpper
Tuolumne's legendary drops. Inthefist50 |
yards, theriver drops30 vertical feet asit
tumblesthrough a seriesd sharp ledges
and big holes, ending with an unnerving
plunge toward a severly undercut rock.
Theconsequncesd aflipor aswimwould
be unthinkable..which is exactly what | -
wasthinking as| approached thedrop. .ﬁ‘i' k Croft above Mushroom TR e

WithMike and hi scamerapoised
ontheleft bank, | jammed mysdf into my
boat, took adeep breath, and reachedfor | = s,
thecurrent with my paddie. Inamoment Since staying aboard a tiny inflatable boat
| wasbouncingthrough thefirst seriesd in a boulderstrewn river while plummeting toward
ledges, inching my way toward the Pacific at 105 feet per mile wasn't always easy,
Mushroom's heart-pounding finale. The . . .
kayak steadfastly bucked through each we devised new techmques to preserve our hldes.
hole, leaving me squarely set for the last The second our IK's would flip, we'd pull them in front
drop. Then, likeakid on acarnival ride, | of us like a catcher's vest to cushion the rocks...

felt my gomachstayl n Onepl a:aNhl Iethe ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
rest o me hurled downward with eye-




watering speed. Before my mind
evenprocessedtheblur o sprayand
wind, therapidwasover, I'd avoided
theundercut rock, paddiedintothe

CHERRY CREEK

eddy above the next drop, and sat
there, pinchingmysdf toseeff itwas
real. Soon, Mikeand Rick sat in the
eddy next to me pinching them-
sdlves, and smiling with theinten-
sity o somelucky lottery winner.

Downstream, the Upper
Tuolumnegrew steeper by theyard.
Thefamiliarroutined runningpool-
drop rapids gave way to survival
paddling in drop-drop rapids, and
friendly gatheringsin the safe har-
bor d eddiesbecameaneventsorely
missed. Withinahalf-miled Mush-
room, we were in the Mircle Mile
Thissection d theriver dropsover
200 feet in a single mile, leaving
kayaks pointed perpetually down-
hill asthey slidethrough a barrage
d ClasslV and V drops.

About 65 miles into the
trip, the Tuolumne disappeared over an-
other horizonlineasLewisLeap stepped
into thechoruslined awe-inspiringrap-
ids. Thistime, M ke wentfirgt, liningup on
a central chute and dropping four feet
onto a barely submerged rock. A few de-
termined paddl estokesdrovehis kayak in
a zig-zag pattern through the next few
small drops, and set him up for thefina
lesp. Mikespun totheright, paddled hard,
and leaned back. From my vantage point,
al | could seewasthetail of hi s boat snap
skywards, followed by an other disap-
pearanced anythingbut thewater. By the
timel jumped onto aboulder to seewhat
had happened, Mike paddled away from
the rapid with his paddle spinning in a
victory twirl.

"No big ded,” | thought, as |
boarded my IK. "'Follow Mikes line and
you'llbefine" | duplicatedhiseverystroke,
entering the chute straight as an arrow,
curvingaround thesubmerged rock, and
divingheadlongtowardthefals.But Mike
was bigger than me, and stronger. My
strokesweren't what hiswere, and I wasn't
ableto get my boat set straightin timefor

moresensiblewe became.

Weleft Lumsden Fallsbe-
hind-somethingto talk about at the
nextcampfire-andfloatedtoour take-
out at Lumsden Bridge Camp-

the last drop.

Theriver blasted open likeabig
trap door, leaving me hovering two feet
above my rapidly escaping kayak. "'Bd-
loonarmor,” | thought. ' Baloonamor!™
I reached for my boat and bely flopped
onto the vacant floor. Thwack. The boat
dapped thewater likeagiant beaver tail,
my extra weight acting to amplify the
sound. | rode the rapid out like that,
sprawled acrossthefloor o theboat with
my fingernail sdeeply embedded in any-
thing grippable. It wasan amusing scene
tosay theleast.

Lewis Leap marked thesummit
d our Upper Tuolumne adventure. Just
downstream, Flat Rodk Fdlscontained a
severely undercutboulder,whichattracted
water-and anything floating on it-like a
huge, morbid funnd. We chose the only
saneroute, scurryingalongtheright bank
with our boatsin tow.

When we arrived at Lumsden
IFdls our elation nearly roseto anarcotic
levd. Webagan talkingd inflatablekayak
decents downits30-foot staircase. But the
ilosr wegot totheedged thefdls the
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ground. Beforeour kayakswereeven
rolledupandintheback o thetruck,
tak started to fly on new rivers.
Wed found anew form d amuse-
mentandaworldd adventuresbeck-
~ oned.

TuodumneRiver, California

Section: "' Ckery Crak, Hdm
Powerhouse o Med's
Pod

Region: Tuolumne County

Class V

Miles: 9

Gradient: 105a/g 20in the
MiracleMile

Water Leves 600-2000

Season:March to mid-May and
July through October
(dont ty it during pesk
runoff!)

Gauge:Get the flow at Merd's Pod

by cdling (916) 6539647, then

figurethat mogt d thet is

ocomingfrom the HAM Power

houseinfo Cherry Gresk. The

dem usudly rdesses more

waeter during weskdaysthan an
weskads and rdessssthe lesst

water in Sundays
USGSMaps Lake Eleenor NV,

Duckwall M, Janbone Ridge,

Lake Heanor, TudumneCity

Description:

Thisiswhereall CdiforniaClass
V stud-boaters80to provetheir machismo
totheir buddies. Therun startson Cherry
Creekbel owtheHolm Powerhouse, dives
through some Class 1T+ and IV boulder
gardens, then joins the main Tuolumne
onemileintothetrip. Another miledown-
stream, things begin to get seriouswith
Corkscrew, thefirst ClassV rapid. Here,
big granite boulders and sharp drops
present obvious, abeit difficult, routes. A



half-miledownstreamisClassV jawbone. | |

Again, bigboul dersappear everywherein
themai ncurrent, whippingupamyriad d

complex hydraulics and boat crunching |

drops.
Mushroom and Toadstool (both
Class V) start3.2 miles below the put-in.In

the first 50 yards d the rapid, the river |

drops30feet throughsharpledgesand big
holes, then plungestoward ahuge, under-

cutflaked rock that couldserioudy dam- |
ageaninattentivepaddler's forehead. Af- |

ter thebigflake, theriver twist, thendrops

anothersixfeetaround abigrock andinto |
another foamy hole. Thenext drop, Cata- |

pult, a half-mile downstream d Mush-
room, and contains an awesome daom
routethat endswithasharp plungeintoa
right-hand chute.

TheMiracleMile(ClassV) begins
just after Catapult, and dropsover 200feet
through a myriad d complex, boulder-
chokedrapids. AirplaneTurn (ClassV) at
mile6.1 endswithabigholethat canbea
nasty keeper at some flows. At mile 64,
one d theriver's rapids, ClassV Lewis
LespisaClassV-VIrapid, Hat Rock Fdls,
that is usually portaged due to a severe
undercut int he main channel.

About aquarter-milebelow Flat
Rock, theentireriver plunges30feetdown

giant steps at Lumsden Fdls Yesah, it's

beenrun, but that doesn't meanyou ought
todoit. Portageontheleft. Justbeyondthe
brideat Lumsden Falsisa possibletake-
out at Lumsden Campground. If youcon-
tinuetoward Meral’sPool you'll havethree
moreoutstanding ClassIVrapids... Against
the Wall, Horseshoe Fdls and Merd's
Pool Table.

L ogidics Toreach theput-in, take
Hwy120toward Yosemite thenturnnorth
onto Cherry Lake Road 14 mileseast o
Groveland. Then, goseven miles toabridge
acrossthe Tuolumne. Amile-and-half | ater,
turn right and follow theroad to theput-
in. Tofind thetake-out, head back to Hwy
120and turnback toward Groveland. Turn
right off & Hwy 120, 65 milesfrom the
Cherry Lake Road intersection, onto
Ferretti Road and go about amile. When
you cross the second cattle guard, turn
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Jeff Bennett at Mushroom

right ontoLumsden roadandfollowitfive
bone-rattling miles to the put-in. (Best
Guidebooks: A Guide to the Best

ks Doyle photo

Whitewater In The State d Cdifornia

Publishing Info:

Title: Class Fiva Chroniclos, Things
Mather Mever Told You Boud Whitewead or
Descripion: Thizistha "Ulimaie Guide-

exdrame whitewnlar

guidebook to some of the best expert
irips arcund!

Publisher: Swiftwater Publishing Com-
pany

Contributing Editor: Jeif Bannatt
Editors. Toyna Shrivers

Authers and Photographers: sea page
5 of book

axpolts, Class V |
|
misadventures, and humorouslocks ints | Description: Thisls* THEE" guidebook
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Sinlmon.
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A trip to Uzbekistan proves that

CLASS V WHITEWATER

is less hazardous than

CLASS VI HOSPITALITY

When the short, nervousacting
manintherumpl edsuitwalked up behind
me and tugged on my deeve, | assumed
that he was trying to sell me souvenirs.
Whenhepulledhiswalletout d hispocket
| wascertaind it. But when heflashed an
identification badge, | was completely
clueless about what was going on. And
when hestarted talking faster and louder,
grabbed my ar mwith one hand, and my
camera with the other, | started to get
concerned.

I was walking in downtown
Tashkent, thecapital o UzbekistaninCen-
tral AsawithmyfriendMdissaAndrews,
and our Russianfriend SashaBondar. We
had been in Central Adatouring the an-
cient cities o Samarkand and Bukhara,
and wereon our way to the Chatkal river
in the Tien Shan mountainsfor asix day
riverexpedition. Everywherewetraveled

By MICHAEL SLOAN

in Central Ada, we were approached by
locds, either asking wherewewerefrom,
or tryingtosd| ussomething.

When the man in the rumpled
suittriedtopull mein adifferentdirection
from where my friends were headed, |
decidedit was timetotakedecisiveaction.
Beingasd f sufficientmand action, | took
the only courseopen to me. | yelled for
help. Sashacarneback, and for thenext10
minutes, he and the man in the rumpled
suit conducted arather intensedi scussion
with each other in Russian. Findly, the
man shrugged and | eft.

AtfirstSashawoul donly say that
the man had given him directions to a
good restaurant, and that it wastimefor
dinner. Later, over abottled Uzbek wine,
he elaborated. The man claimed to bea
KGB agent. Hehad seenmetakeapicture
d awoman working a jackhammer on a
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road constructionsite, and wantedtoknow
if | had a permit to take photos. Hewas
invitingmedown toKGB headquartersto
discusstheissue.

Sasha did not believe him. He
thought it more likely that rumpled suit
was trying to lure us to some out-of-the
way placeto be mugged. Nobody needs
permitstotakepicturesinthepublicareas
o theSoviet Unionanymore, sohisreason
for harassinguswassuspect. Inaddition,
hi sidentificati onl ooked prettycheesy. So
Sasha“explained” torumpledsuitthatwe
had aplaneto catchin acoupled hours
and had no timefor discussing pleasant-
rieswith the"KGB".

Whenour Russianfriendsinvited
ustojoinariver expeditioninCentral Asa
during September 1991, they didn't tell us
that we would become international ce-
lebrities. They didn't mention class six



hospitality, KGB shakedowns, or gasoline
shortages. Therewasno mentiond vodka,
or ChineseBesr, or Stalin-eradeathcamps.
They dso failed to mention things like
mile-long classfiverapids, and holesbig
enoughtoswallowbuses. All minoromis-
sons.

Instead, they talked about a six
day trip down a pristineclassfour river
never beforepaddled by Americans. They
talked about beautiful sheer canyons, and
the clean cold water from the Himalayan
foothills. They talked about four man
cataraftsand anintroductionto paddling
and expeditioning Russian style. They
talked about exotic names such as
Uzbeckistan, Kirghiza, Samarkand,
Bukhara and other Central Adan cities
gtraight out d the Tales d the Arabian
Nights.

Wesaidyes. Wouldn't you?

The river expedition was orga-
nized by an adventure travel company
just getting started in Russa Geosoft
Adventure Travel wantedtodoatripwith
afull complement o guidesand" custom-
ers' to makesurethat they could pull off
asuccessful trip. Sothey invited agroup
d their friends (eight Americans, two
Swiss, and two Germans) to jointhemon
theChatkal river in Central Asa

TheChatkal River

The Chatkal river startsat an e-

evationd about 13,000 feet in asubrange

d the Tien Shan mountains. The Tien |

Shan mountainscombinewith the Hima-
layan mountainsto form agiant U shape
mountainrangeeffectivelyisolatingCen-
tral Adafromthel ndianOcean, andcreat-
ingtheCentral Asiandesert. TheChatkal
runs from these mountains out into the
desert. Today, thewater d the Chatkal
never reachestheocean. Once, theChatkal
fed theSyrdar'yariver, providingthelife-
blood for the ancient civilizations o
Tamerlaneandothersbeforedraininginto
theArd Sea Now theriver isswallowed
upby themassiveirrigationsystemdevel-
oped by theSovietsto grow cottonin the
Central Adandesert. Theriver disappears
intoaseriesd reservoirsand canas near
the city o Tashkent, the capital o

CLASSVWHITEWATER
CLASSVIHOSPITALITY

Uzbekistan.

The whitewater section d the
Chatka runsthroughaseriesd fivecan-
yonssplittingaranged 12,000-14,000foot
mountains, These mountains form the
border  Uzbekistan andKhirgiza. Atthe
time d our trip, these were two d the
republicsd theSoviet Union, today they
aremoving towardsindependence. Geo-
graphically, the river is about 500 miles
from Iran, 200 miles from Afghanistan,
and 75 milesfrom China

The whitewater section d the
river runsfromthehamletd Yangi-Bazar,
eight hoursby busfrom Namangan, tothe
Charvakswater reservoir,athreeshour bus
ridefrom Tashkent. Theriver dropsfrom
5800 feet to 3300 feet over adistance o
about 70 miles. Length, sizeand gradient
d theriver aresmilar to theMiddleFork
d theSamon.

Travelingin Central Asia

Melissaand | planned to incor-
poratetheriver tri pintoafiveweek excur-
sioncoveringmuchof Soviet Central Asia
We were traveling with our good friend
Sasha Bondar, many time Soviet Union
national championin C2daom, and aso
theunofficial two man cataraft champion
d the world. Médissa had hosted the
Soviet Whitewater Sldom Team, includ-
ing Sashaduring severd tripstotheU.S,
and this was his way d returning the
favor.

Mogd theinternal travel within
theold Soviet Unionisbyar andtrain. In
Central Ada, thetrainshaveadisturbing
habit o pulling into sidings for severa
hours or days, making passenger travel
unreliable and extremely uncomfortable.
Hence, most peopletravel by ar. Inthe
oldSoviet Union, air travel wasvery simi-
lar totraveling on Trailwaysbuses, except
there is never an empty seet. Internal
flightsareheavily subsidized,andwesaw
many merchantscarryingloadsd fruits,
vegetables, potsand pans, and other basic
articlesfrom Central Adato selt in Mos-
cow. Theprofitsonacrated meonsmore
than judtified thecost d theairlineticket
from Tashkent to Moscow.

However, thereisno serviceon
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the domestic flights, hence passengers
bring their own food and drinks. No one
bringswater or other nonal coholicdrinks
on these flights. Maybe they think any-
thing nonal coholicbeveragesmight spail

on the flight, but my guessisthat they
believethat seriousanesthesiaisneeded to
maketheflightstolerable. Regardless the
drink o choiceoneveryflightwasvodka

And assoonasour fellow passengersfound
outwewereAmerican,wewereobligedto
toast with them. We toasted each other.

We toasted Americansin generd. We
toasted George Bush. InRussiawe toasted
intheRussansand BorisY dtdan. InKiey,

we toasted the Ukrainians. In Centrd

Ada, wetoasted theUzbeks. We toasted
toasting. Al withvodka. All thetime.

Thereisnothingquitel i ke taking
shotsd warm vodkain a bumpy plane
smellingd jet fuel and tobacco smokeat
twenty thousand feet to develop a toler-
ancefor straight acohal.

Class Six Hospitality

We left our friend Sasha in
Tashkent. Hewasleavingtoguideasepa-
rateand smallerriver trip. Wewereflying
from Tashkent to Namangan, a city
about 350,000 peoplewhich wasto beour
jumping of point for the Chatkal river
trip. Thi sflight wasuneventful other than
being delayed a coupled hours due to
mechanica problems. Sncewewerein-
ternational travelers, we wereloaded on
the planefirgt, where for two hours we
watched the Aeroflot pilotsand mechan-
icstakeapart and reinstall equipmentin-
sidetheplanebeneaththefl oorboardsjust
in front d our seat. | think they were
rebuil ding the navigation system.

The navigation system worked
correctly, and after atwo hour flight, we
arrived in Namangan a about 11:00 PM.
We were met by our head guide Serge
Papush, and by the assistant manager o
thehotel wherewewerestaying. Sergei’s
first wordswere"| hopeyou're hungry”.
Wesaid''no". Wehad eatenin Tashkent,
and were very tired. Sergel responded
that""thehotel chef hasprepared aspecia
welcomingdinner for you. You can't just
gotobed, you aretheguestsd honor and



must show your gppreciation.” (Serge's T
English was not quite this good, but his |
intent wasclear).-_-Namangan isamgor |
mining and silk/satin producingareain |
Uzbekistan. Thelocd peoplearelargely |
Uzbeks and transplanted Russians. The
Uzbek peopletracetheir cultureback more i
thanathousandyearsand havearichand |
distinctive national culture. The Uzbek
peoplearerightfully proud o their repu- |
tation for hospitality.

The hotel manager told us we |
were the first American visitors to
Namangan that he had heard of. Infact, |
theEnglishteacherat thelocal highschool
told usthat shehad never spokenwithan -
English speaking person other than a |
coupled Kenyansthat had passedthrough |
the area several yearsearlier. They felt |
obligated to demonstrateto usthetradi- 7
tional Uzbek hospitality. Now, let me |
warn any fellow travelersto thisregion. 1
Hospitality hereis serious business. On
the boatersscde, | would definitely rate
thisastheclasssx variety. Seriousrisk o
injury or lossd lifeisdefinitely possible,
and onceyou getin, thereisno possibility
d portage. (Cagey travelerscan snesk a
few d thehospitality obstaclesby surrep-
titiously pouring vodka into the potted
plants.)

The morning after arriving in
Namanganwemet Dima, themanager o
the hotel. After joining us for a specia
welcoming breskfast, Dima announced
that hehadarranged totakeusonatour d
Namangan. We spent the day meeting
withoneset d Uzbek dignitariesafter the
next. At each stop, our current host set
incrediblespreadsd food. Thefood was
wonderful, thevodkawascopious, and |
couldfind no politeway o turningdown
eitherwithout offendingour current host.

At one point, Dimaasked if we
enjoyed beer. | saw an opportunity to
switch from vodka to something less po-
tent, sol saidthat | preferredbeer. Hetook
usto see hisfriendsat thelocal brewery,
wherewewereagainfed. Wea sosampled
severa typesd theloca beer (goodbrew),
andwefoundthat truebeer drinkersdon't
drink beer without shotsd vodka.
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_Bottomsyd Sergei shows the effectsof too many toasts while attemptingto return the

Central Adan hogpitdity.

Therest d theriver trip group-

arrived later that night. The group was
met at theairport by Sergei Papush. While
| was not there, I'm sure this must have
been interesting. Sergel aso had been a
victim d Uzbek hospitality dl day long,
and| know hewasredlingby theendd the
evening. | am glad that | did not meset
Sergei for thefirst time under those cir-
cumstances. After a very long day o
travel, being introduced toavodkasoaked
tripleader would not haveinspired confi-
dencein mefor therest o thetrip.
OnTheRiver

Médissaand | met therest o the
crew the following morning. | used to
think that | wassomethingd' agearhead
until I met these folks. The other six
Americansd| camefromthe Virginia Beach
area Nancy and Lily areco-ownersd the
local outdoor store, and had met many o
the Russiansduringanumber d previous
exchangetrips. They brought alongfour
d their VirginiaBesch friends. Al were
outfitted with the latest gear including
dual action double pump water filters,
color coordinated casual wear, and won-
der d wonders, foldablecamp chairs.

In addition, we were joined by
four Euros. |an and Bernhard camefrom
Switzerland and Horst and Ernst came
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from Augsburg, Germany. These guys
arrived fully equipped with stubby little
steep creekin plagtic boats, combination
rescueharnesslifgackets, heavy duty hel-
metsand hiking bootsinstead d booties.

While the four Euros would
paddlekayak, therest o thegroupwould
paddl e Russian made four man catarafts.
Wehad threefour-man cataraftsfor eight
Americans, five Russan paddlers, our
trandator Anna, and gear and food for
eighteen people.

| think the Russiansfound our
grouptobequiteasurprise. TheRussans
have not yet devel oped appropriatefloat
and bloat technique (see the May/June
1991issued American Whitewater). In-
stead they try to travel fast and light.
Americanson vacation generally do not
travel fast and light. Our guides were
shocked by how much luggage eight
Americans and four Europeans brought
for asixdayrivertrip. | wasabit surprised
mysdf frankly.

Wehad all heard that the Russian
river runners tended to live on Spartan
provisions (whichwastrue), so everyone
brought excessveamountsd extrafood.
We had also been told that the Russan
boating and camping equipment would
not be up to Western standards (not true



for this trip), hence most d the group
brought their own lifgjackets, helmets,
wet/dry suits, dry bags and tents. Our
Russian friends brought enough equip-
ment to outfit the entire party.

Inaddition, communi cationsbe-
tween Moscow and Central Asa proved
tobedifficult. InMoscow, severa people
in the party had been told that arrange-
mentshad been madeto storeexcessgear
in Namangan, for retrieval after thetrip.
In Namangan, welearned otherwise. Ev-
erythingbroughttoCentral Asahad to be
brought down theriver, or jettisoned. |
think this explains why we took a Full
szed Tourister suitcase down the river
with us. {I found out after the trip the
suitcasedid not evenbel ongto anyoneon
thetrip.)

First Look

After aneighthour busridefrom
Namanganover themountains, wetook a
sideroad down to theriver tolook at the
firstmajorrapidonthetrip. Wewould not
get here until the second day, but our
guidewanted to check the drop and the
water level beforegetting started. 1think
he a so wanted to be sure about theloca-
tion d thetakeout eddy abovethedrop.

Thefirstmajorrapidisafrighten-
ingclassfive. Theriver narrowsto about
30 feet wideentering the first mgor can-
yon on the trip and is then backed up
behind a river wide rockslide. The
rockdide creates a 20 foot drop in two
stagesover a200foot sectiond river. At
the bottom o the first stage, the river
dropseight feetinto a deep recirculating
river widehole. Therescuepool between
dropsisonly about 50feet|ong, and mov-
ingrapidly downstreamintoanuglyclass
four boulder garden.

The Guides

Justaword about Sergei and his
guides. Our tripleader,Sergei Papush has
beenrunningriversthroughouttheSoviet
Unionfor years. | would likesomeday to
writesomed thestorieshetelsabout his
river expeditions. Sergei’s experiencehas
made him an amazingly resourceful trip
leeder. From directing emergency raft
repairsto locating gasolinein themiddle
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d agasolineshortage, healwaysappeared
tohavethesituationin hand. | will admit
that he had difficulty with the class six
brand o Uzbek hospitality.

Sergel trained the other Russian
paddlers on the trip (Sasha, Misha, Lev,
and Dima) from young pups, teaching
them to paddle, and actingastheir coach.
His group d paddlers includes severd
highranking da om paddlersin both kay-
aks and catarafts. Sergel and hisgroupd
paddlerswill formthenucleusd ahighly
qualified group d professiona guidesin
theSoviet Union asthispart d theworld
isopened up for moretravelers.

Catarafts

The Russians have developed
their own river running tradition com-
pletelyindependentlyfrom therestd the
world. Their attitudeisprobably similar
to the attitude d the boatersopening up
theclasscwhitewater runsintheWestern
US twenty to thirty years ago. Their
objectiveismore gettingdown therivers.

There is very little commercid
whitewater boat constructionin this part
o theworld. Mot boatersmaketheirown
equipment, including boats, dry bags,
paddles, and lifgackets.

For our trip, weused handmade
four-mancatarafts. Theseappear tobe the
boat of choicefor expeditioning. Thefour-
man cataraft consistsd two 15 -16 foot
pontoons held together by aluminum
framesand paddled with twopeopl ekneel -
ing on each tube using canoe paddies.

These boats are amazingly ma-
neuverableand, for an experienced crew,
easy tohandle. The boats handl ebigwater
soeasly, that whenthewateri shigenough
to generateadrenaline, thewater isso big
that falling out might belifethreatening.

After theeight hour busride, we
camped onasmall ranchjust downstream
from Yangji-Bazar. \Wespent theafternoon
withtheusual preput-inlogistical hasdes,
sortinggear and figuringout how to pack
suitcasesandother extraneousequipment.
Intheevening, thelocal ranchercameover
tocheck usout. Asherodeover toseethe
visitorson hisland, helooked likeaMon-
golianwarrior. Except for thewidesmile

on hisface, he could haveridden straight
out d Central Chinawith GhengisKhan.

In the morning, the horseman
came back with several d his friendsto
send us off. After loading the rafts and
discussingboat control with our Russian
friends, wedrifted outintothecurrentand
set off downriver. The Kirgizian horse-
men raced their ponies down aongside
theriver bank, waving their peaked hats
and yelling encouragement as we disap-
peared around thecornerinto the Central
Asanwilderness.

Veds Falls

Shortly after lunchonthesecond
day, wearrived at thetop o theclassfive
dropwehad scoutedfromtheroad onthe
way in. Wewere joined hereby a second
group d seven Russians. Three weeks
earlierinMaoscow, Meissahad mentioned
thetriptoasecond groupd Russanfriends
including many times Soviet national
woman'skayak champion Vera Panfilova
They had decided to join uson theriver.
For muchd therest o thetrip, weshared
campfires, sang songs, and told stories
with thissecond group d paddlers.

Thepicturestdlthestoryd Veds
Fdls. Thekayaksall portaged this drop.
The hole at the bottom swallowed the
four-mancatarafts,| eadingtoseveral anx-
iousmomentswaiti ngfortheraftstoresp-
pear.

No one on the trip knew if the
rapid had been named before, sowechris-
tened therapid Veras Fdls, in honor d
VeraPanfilova, toour knowledgethefirst
woman to run thisdrop.

Memoria Rapid

Thethird night out, we camped
near a number d Stain-era signs that
warnedtravel ersthat travel furtherupriver
was forbidden without specia permits.
The signswarned d 50 Kopek finesfor
transgressors. |n our American way, we
used these signs to hang laundry from,
and planted50K opek coinsinthedirt (less
than onecent at today's exchangerate).

Thenext day, our hubrisin pass-
ing through''forbidden' territory caught
up with us. Whileno Soviet authorities
werearound to collect the 50 kopek fine,



theriver godsensured that thef i ewould
bepaid.

Onthisday, thetripended early
for mostd us. After driftingoneasy water
for acouple & hourswe pulled up to a
beach just abovealargehorizonline. We
could see nothingd theriver, but could
hear theroar & amgor rapid. Thiswas
Kishlaksai rapids, the toughest drop on
thetrip. Heretheriver dropped roughly
75 to a100 feet through a haf milelong
boulder garden, withfour orfiveclassfive
dropslinked by difficult, technical class
four water. There were no eddieslarge
enoughfor the cataraftsto
catch.

Therapid was marked by a me-
moria to a young woman who had
drownedhereinl976. Theeeriememorial
included the pictured an attractive 20
year old woman, with crossed paddles
signifyingthe end d her journey. Our
friendsdid not know thefull story d the
accident, but believed that few paddlers
worelifgacketsduring that time period.

We would portage most o the
gear around therapid toour campsitejust
below thelast drop. The Russianswould
then run therafts throughthedrops. Back
home, | would have agonized about
whether or not torun thisdrop. 1twould
havebeenthemost difficultsinglerapidin
my portfolio. Great adrenalinerushtodo
it cleanly, but seriousrisk d screwing up
and seriousrisk o injury. Here, the deci-
sionwaseasy. In along, technical class
five/six rapidit just didn't makesenseto
have three guys communicatingin Rus-
sian, withthefourthmanunabl e tounder-
stand. | walkedaround, asdid therest o
the Americansand thefour Europeansin
kayaks.

Sergei guided thefirst two rafts
through following a tight linedaloming
throughaboulder gardennext totheshore.
Neither runwas cleanastheraftspinballed
through the boulder garden, but they
didn't have any substantial problemsei-
ther.

Theother cataraft wasnot sofor-
tunate. Sergel and | set safety ropesin the
midsectionof thedrop whileSasha, Misha,
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Dima and Lev prepared to run therapid.

In the first difficult section, the cataraft
came over asix foot ledge and one tube
pitoned on asubmerged rock. Theframe
on thisraft included aluminum stays go-
ingall theway tothefrontd thetube. The
impact bent these stays downward at a
ninety degreeangleabout threefeet from
the bow d the boat, pulling thefront d

onetubeunder water.

The raft careened downriver,
bouncingdf d midstream boulders, and
spinningin circlesdueto thedrag caused
by the submerged portion o the bow. |
wasvery happy | waswalkinginstead o
running the drop. At thesametime, we
were somewhat panicked. The raft was
completely uncontrollablewith the most
difficultsectionsd theclassfiverapidstill
tocome. Wewereseveral daysout in the
wilderness in Central Ada, with three
cataraftsfor fourteen people. Four pad-
dlersweredriftingintotheteethd aclass
five/six rapid aboard a badly damaged
raft. | thinkwed| had visionsd building
asecond memorid at thetopd therapid,
and then walking out d the canyon.

Our concern heightened as the
raft crashed into aseriesd bouldersjust
above the mogt difficult section d the
drop. Astheraft washed against theboul -
ders, theupstream tubecaught the water
and started to submerge, pushing the
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downstream tube into the ar above the
boulders. Misha, Sasha, Lev and Dima
scrambledontothe upper tubeandlunged
ontothebouldersasthebrokentubed the
raft caught thecurrent and swept theraft
downstreamintotheheartd therapid. As
theraft di sappearedaround thecomer, we
al started thinking more serioudy about
what would happen next.

In thesecircumstancesthereisa
moment d decision. Do you rescue the
people on the rocksin the middled the
river, or do you chase theraft, your only
comfortablemeansd escapefromthecan-
yon, down river and come back for the
peoplelater. | think thenatural inclination
isto go after thegear. The correct answer
isamost dways to rescue the people. In
thiscasg, it quickly was obviousthat the
raft was movingtoo quickly, and wastoo
far outintotheriver torecover easily. The
paddlersclearly camefirst.

Thefour paddlerswereseperated
from theshoreby about30feet d classfour
water. They werewithineasy throwrope
range, but seperatedfrom theshoreby a
difficultsectiond water with severa hy-
draulicsand jagged underwater boulders.
Immediately downstream was the class
fivesectiond thedrop with asubstantial
amount o the water flowing through a
seriesd boulder sieves. Sergel Papush
and | threw throw ropes out to the pad-



dlerson therocksand pendulumedthem
over to the shore. Due to our concern
about rescuingtheboat downriver | think
wetook morechancesherethanwe should
have. The pendulum techniqueentailed
substantial risk to the paddl ersthat could
have been avoided through a thoughtful
approach to thesituation.

Aswe rescued each d the pad-
dlers, they scrambled out onto the bank
and took off downstream to find the
cataraft. Fortunatel y,completel y unl oaded
cataraftstend to bouncedf d rather than
gtick torocks. Whilewefocused on rescu-
ing theguidesfrom the mid stream boul -
ders, thebrokenrafthad thebestrund the
day throughthel ower sectiond therapid.
lan, oned our Euro kayakers, had been
playing at the bottom d the rapid just
before the accident. He managed to get
back intohis boat and reach theraftinthe
class2water at thebottomd therapid. lan
clipped into the raft with hissafety har-
nesslifgacket, and towed theraftintothe
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last eddy beforetheriver droppedintothe
next canyon.

Our Russi anfriendsspent much
d theeveningcrafting replacement parts
for theraftand all owingtheir egosto hedl.

Ret ur ni ng Home

Theriver hip ended much asit
began, with great uncertainty concerning
theworkingsd thebureaucracy d theold
Soviet Union. Memorid Rapids repre-
sented themost excitingsectiond thetrip.
Onefinal day d continuousclassthree/
four water remained after Memoria be-
fore the takeout.

Wethen spent eighteen hoursin
theTashkentairportwaitingfor our flight
back to Moscow. We were told that all
flightsintoand out  Moscow, including
al international flights were being can-
ceded. Whilewelater found out that the
delay wascaused by densefogthroughout
the Moscow region, no one in Tashkent
knew why the flights were dlayed. |
think weall suspected that therehad been

another coup in Maoscow, and that we
might all be stuckin Central Asafor much
longer than we had planned. While we
werenot ableto stay longer on thistrip, |
cant wait to get back to thispart o the
world to run more exotic and unknown
rivers.

Overdl, | thought this run was
similar to many d the classic Western
river runssuch asthe Middle Fork of the
Salmon. The river was cold and clear,
passing through an arid mountain range
with five mgor canyons. Each of the
canyonscut through a differentridge d
mountai nswith rock types andcoloration
ranging from nearly black basalt with ver-
tical canyonwalls, to the bright red and
oranged iron oreand other mineralsex-
posed on steep screed opesleadingdown
totheriver. Beautiful scenery, great war
ter, andexoticlocation. Icertainly couldn't
ask for anything better.
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Little did I dream of this outcome
when | answered a typically frantic mid-
night telephone call from AWA Director
Pete Skinner back in the winter of 1988.
"Ken, yougotta (fillin the blank)"
was the way he started most of these
conversations, and this one was no differ-
ent. There was nothing in his desperate
tone, which usually heralds a typical
Skinnerian crisis, that even hinted of the
trials, tribulations, and other such angst
that was to follow. 'Ken, you gotta do
something about the Mongaupl" Why?
What was wrong with Mongaup? Had it
been stolen? Had it been swallowedby an
earthquake? Had they poured radioactive
PCBsintoit? No, none of the above. Skin-
ner explained that Orange and
Rockland(O&R), the giant Utility, which
had barred boaters from the Mongaup for
the past 12 years, althoughallowingfisher-
men free access, had applied to FERC for
a hydropower license. This could be an
opportunity for my dub, KCCNY (Kayak
and Canoe Club of New York) to help
boaters get back on this exquisiteriver. So
began a Class V conservation adventure.

The Mongaup is a beautiful little
riverthatflowssouth fromthe Catskill Moun-
tains through New York's Sullivan County
plateau before finally plunging into the
Delaware River just north of the town of
Port Jervis. It passes through some of the
most beautifullandin this part of the coun-
try, flowing throughforests of mature hard-
woods and evergreens. In its course it is
interrupted several times by O&R’s hydro-
electricprojects, which back its watersinto
narrow, deep reservoirs. In its final seg-
ment it flows(when the turbines are turn-
ing) through a lovely deep gorge for three
miles from the Rio Dam(pronounced Rye-
oh) to its confluence with the Delaware.
This section of the Mongaup contains stun-
ningly beautiful boulder-studded Class Il
rapids.

Skinner explained that KCCNY,
of which | was Conservation Chairman,
was uniquely placedto do the job. We were
local paddlers and therefore there was a
good chance that FERC would recognize
us as having a legitimate interest in the
riverandwouldallowus tolegallyintervene
in the Licensing Procedure (This was cru-
cial because FERC is a quasijudicialbody
and if they do not allow you to intervene,
you literally do not exist as far as they are
concerned). John Humbach, Dean of Law
at Pace University, dedicatedenvironmen-
talist, is a man of many talents and enor-
mous energy. He and | would be the local
point men. | got to work and contacted
Nana Bockalie, who was a lawyer and

AWA director Pete Skinner surfs a wave during the Mongaup test.

Presidentof the Columbia UniversityKayak
Club and persuadedher to help us. Nana
began investigating the situation and hit
pay dirt almostimmediately. For one thing,
the Federal Power Act, which is enforced
by FERC, and whose rules govern to a
large extent the operation of hydros, had
been recently amended so that environ-
mental, aesthetic, and recreational con-
cernshave tobe givenequalconsideration
withenergyneedsinthese projects. FERC
was now forced by law to pay attention to
boaters. Also, another company, Rio Hy-
droelectric Associates had filed a compet-
ing Licence Application, chargingthatO&R
hadlet a 7,000 foot penstock (the tube that
brings water from the dam to the power-
house) rot away in 1979 and therefore had
been producing no electric power for the
last nine years! Nanci's strategy was to
play Rio Associates against O&R, and it
worked beautifully. Although O&R refused
to even talk with us, Rio rolled out the red
carpet, and induded our arguments for
opening the Mongaup to whitewater boat-
ing in their Application. Nana filed our
Intervention. Suddenly, O&R was willingto
talk with us. Things were going our way.
Thisbeganto look easy. And then the roof
fellin.

2.Surroundedandattackedon allsides

All of a sudden, angry letters-to-
the-editor began to appear in local news-
papers, attacking boaters for trying to de-
stroy this 'pristine” river. They castigated
us for being "Madison Avenue boaters"
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who were going to take away the peace
and quiet from the "woodchucks". It was a
thinly disguised and quite vicious "locals
against outsiders"mentality. In shortorder,
the Upper Delaware Council(the UDC was
local advisory body to the National Park
Service, who control the Delaware River
adjacent to the Mongaup), the local um-
brella organization for hunters, several lo-
caltown councils, assortedpoliticians,and
thelocal chapter of the Audobon Society(!)
had come out against whitewater boating
on the Mongaup. Of these, only the UDC
had the courtesy to listen to our side of the
story. The reasons given for opposing
whitewater boating were that we would
ruin the fishing(one letter stated that our
colorful boats would scare the fish away),
fill the river with our trash, drown in the
rapids, thus presenting an impossible res-
cue situation in this "inaccessible gorge",
and attract thousands of drunken canoe-
ists, tubers and other disreputabletypes of
our ilk to their idyllic little river.

The unkindest cut of all however,
came when | discovered that even some
kayakers were opposedto our efforts! For
years a few kayakers who lived near the
Mongaup had been paddling the river ille-
gally. Sometimes, when they would pass
the river on their way home from work
during the week they would find that it was
running. Since the Powerhouse was un-
manned, they would simply put in there.
Most of the time, the localpolice, who knew
them, would not hassle them. Some of
them were angry at us, fearing that our
efforts to open up the river to all boaters
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wouldupset their cushy little arrangement.
Although the more fair-minded ones mees
ognized the essential selfishness of such
an attitude, others did not give a damnthat
their fellow boaters could not get on the
river, For the first time | began to have
second thoughts about the wisdom of our
efforts(As you will see, it would not be the
lasttime). | resolved these doubts with the
thoughtthat our duty was to lookout for the
interests of the paddling community as a
whole, not this self-involvedlittle group.

After recovering from our initial
shock from these attacks, John Humbach
and | counterattacked. We fired off lots of
letters and spoke at meetings, trying to set
the record straight. But, it was like tryingto
hold back the water from a broken dam.
Thelevel ofirrationalitywas so highthat we
realized that boaters had been pinpointed
as scapegoats for the local's accumulated
frustrations with an unresponsive Federal
Government as represented by the Dela-
ware River National Park. The National
Park Service(NPS) had in their eyes been
ridingroughshodover their“property rights”
for years. We discovered that most of this
campaignhadbeen orchestratedbyasingle
individual, a politically active local fisher-
man by the name of Phil Chase, who had
been a thorn in the sides of boaters for
years. For some unknown reason he had
an almost congenital hatred for boaters.
Chase was head of the Fontanellis Fly
Fishing Club, a small group who hadfished
on the Mongaup for years and who had
grownto feelthatthey ownedthe river,and
wanted no others on it.

3. How to Kill a Fly with a
Sledgehammer

In the midst of this maelstrom, I
received word that the NPS, in the person
of one John Hutsky, the regional Park
Superintendent, was insisting that the
Mongaup must be "managed", complete
withapermitsystem! Hisrationale was that
the Mongaup would be
overrun{overpaddled?) by hoards of boat-
ers and someone had to direct the traffic
and issue permits. In addition he claimed
that there was a safety hazard in letting
boaters on the Mongaup and someone
must therefore make sure that they hadthe
proper equipment and make them sign
waivers. Thus, the bureaucratic mentality
that has given us the horror of permits on
western rivers was reaching for this tiny
creekinupper New York state andtryingto
apply the same logic as for the Grand
Canyon, Arkansas, etc. Johnandlinsisted
to whoever would listen to us that the

Mongaup did not need this overkill. Fortu-
nately, O&R was listening. They did not
want the duties and expense of administer-
ing this river, and we found that we both
agreed that lessis more in this case. Nev-
ertheless, Hutsky continued for the next
few years, trying to convince people that
the Mongaup fly needed to be smashed
with the management hammer.

4. The Hydro (Un)Fairness Bill

Well, by this time we thought that
we had built up a relationship of mutual
respect and trust with O&R, and we really
had, with certain individuals. However, we
still had some things to learn about how
corporations work. A call from John
Echeverria, the GeneralCounselfor Ameri-
can Rivers, the WashingtonD.C. river ad-
vocacy organization, put us straight. O&R
had pulled an end run on us by convincing
Senator McClure, the antienvironmentalist
from Idaho, to sponsor a bill that would
exempt the Mongaup, together with an
estimated 350 other pre-1935 hydroelec-
tric projects from Licensing competition
and from the environmental, recreational,
and wildlife protection provisions of the
Federal Power Act. This bill, entitled the
Hydroelectric Fairness Bill (I have noticed
that in Washington things are often la-
belled just the opposite of what they really
are) would have granted these hydro own-
ers aperpetual governmentmonopolyona
precious and ever-dwindling public re-
source, withoutany concomitantresponsi-
bility to the Public. This contemplated ex-
emption would have had a devastating
effect on whitewater boating and fishing
opportunities at these projects! We had set
out to help boaters and now it looked like
we hadinstead stimulatedan environmen-
tal disaster. | beganto wonder again about
the wisdom of our efforts. However, this
was no time for faint hearts. To quote
Shakespeare,“l am in blood steppedin so
far, that should I wade no more, returning
were as tedious as go o'er". So, we trans-
formed ourselves into Washington lobby-
ists and again counterattacked.

Senator Bill Bradley,whoheaded
the Subcommittee on Energy and Power
hadalreadyheldhearingsonthe billbefore
we even became aware of its existence.
Reading the transcript of the hearing was
an eye opener to me to see how biased our
Congressis towardthe powerfulandinflu-
ential. Bradley and the other senators
fawned on the hydroelectricindustry'srep-
resentatives, accepting all of their
unsubstantiated(and of course
unchallenged) statements with a credulity
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that was astonishing. They even went so
far as to characterize as "claim jumpers"
the businessmen who were competing for
licenses with the original hydroelectric
owners. What happened to the sacred
American concepts of free enterprise and
competition? JohnHumbachand | went to
work, writing letters, gathering petitions
etc., while Echeverriaand Pope Barrow of
AWA, kept us informed of what was hap-
pening to the billin Washington. | formed a
coalition of interested groups, calling our-
selves the NorthEastern Rivers Environ-
mental Coalition(NEREC). We arranged a
meetingwith Bradley's 'environmental” aid
who listened gravely and promised to in-
form the senator of our concerns. It was all
tono avail, as the billpassedin the Senate
by voice vote UNANIMOUSLY!

But, thank god for the bicameral
legislature. the bill still had to pass the
House of Representatives. Ve redoubled
our efforts, writing more letters, meeting
with my congressman, Rep. Green of New
York, and gathering more petitions which
were presented to Phillip Sharp, Bradley's
opposite number in the House. Hearings
were set, and Echeverria requested that
since | was particularly kn wledgeable
about the Mongaup that | be given the
opportunity to testify. The request was
turned down. They did however, allow him
to speak, along with David Conrad of the
Wilderness Society, and they did a splen-
didjob. Thencameabreak. | wroteaLetter
to the Editor of the New York Times attack-
ing the bill and it was printed! Due to our
combinedefforts the billhad become “con-
troversial" and it was quietly allowed to die
in committee. Thus we learned something
about the workings of the US Congress.

5. “Please Don't throw Me into that
Briar Patch" (or how yours truly
played Brer Rabbitto FERC’s farmer
John)

At about this time, FERC re-
quested somebasicinformationfrom O&R
about whitewater opportunities on the
Mongaup, and O&R, notbeing knowledge-
ableinthis area, askedme to answer them.
Among the questionswas the obvious one
of what class river the Mongaup was. | was
about tofill this in with "Class Il of course”
when an idea struck me. Officially, we did
not know the Class, having been kept off
the river for many years. "We do not know
what Class the Mongaup is. We would
have to paddle it to find out" | wrote.

I am a great believer in momen-
tum. If we could get on the river just once
legally to do a whitewater test, it would put



us one step doser to our goal and prove
that this "dangerous" river could be safely
paddled. Besides, it would energize the
paddling community onthis issue. Boaters
do not particularlylike to testify at hearings
and write letters(some unkind souls might
daim they cannot write letters) but they
sure do like to paddle! The strategy worked
like a charm. Back came a letter from
FERC, requesting that O&R work with us
to set up a "Whitewater Test". O&R sug-
gestedwe do itin December, and I, shud-
deringattheidea, counteredwithMay(Why
not paddle, | thought, after all the other
rivers have dried up?). May, 1990 it was,
and | began enthusiastically to organize a
flotilla of all kinds of boaters. Little did I
realize what was just around the bend....

6 The Attack of the Killer Fishermen

As the date of the Test ap-
proached, our anticipationand good spirits
grew. All we had to do, we thought, was
have a goodtime on the river, fill out some
forms, avoid someone getting drowned,
and it would be a success. However, we
had not reckoned with Mr. Congeniality
himself, PhilChase, thefriendlyfisherman.
In a newspaper interview he promised a

confrontationonthe day of the Test, threat-
ening to "fill the river with fishermen" and
strongly suggesting thatwe mightfind some
trees blocking our passage. Naturally, you
can imagine the fear this struck into our
hearts, kayakersbeingknownfor their dee-
ile natures and willingnessto turn the other
cheek. On the morning of the battle, er
Test, | carefully strapped my river knife so
that it was prominently displayed on my
PFD(You know, we mighthave to chop our
way through some of those obstructing er
trees). | was excited. What a beautiful day
to paddle down a river and what other
challenges would we find? My thoughts
were of Knights in full armor riding their
magnificent chargers into battle(l decided
towear myredhelmet, red PFD, andred T-
Slalom).

This brings us full circle, back to
the bridge. The police were successfulin
keepingthefishermenand ourselves sepa-
rated while we went about our business.
We presented a colorful sight(probably
scaring away the fish), and included a
broad range of paddlers, from Class V
kayakerstorecreationalopenboaters. Ann
Cali, KCCNY Chairperson, who was un-
abletopaddle thatday due to aninjury, and
some others, triedto engage the fishermen

~ CONSERVE BACK PAGES

in a dialogue. As far as | know, nobody
converted, leapedinto a boat, and paddled
down the river shouting halleluiah, but it
was a good try. The rest of us had a
gloriousday paddlingthe "forbidden"river.
Our conclusions about the river were prao
tically unanimous. It was beautiful and a
solid Class Hl when both turbines were
flowing. No blood was shed and no trees
were found in the river.

The next day, all the newspapers
aroundthe Port Jervis area were filled with
articlesand photos of whatmusthave been
the mostexcitingeventto occurinthatarea
in a long time. One of them featured a full
front page color photo of a kayaker. We
filed our report and waited for FERC to
make its final ruling.

7. The Notorious Mongaup Wave

Among the notables who wit-
nessed the Test was the omnipresent Mr.
Hutsky, the NPS Superintendent. He
prowled the banks of the river, glowering.
Mr. Hutsky had lately brought up yet an-
other issue. Now he was insisting that the
water flow produced by a two turbine re-
lease, would, when it reached the Dela-
ware, push boats going down that much
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larger river, into the notorious Mongaup-access to the Class IV Neversink River |

Wave, capsizing them and drowning theirr__gorge. Due to this policy we had learned
hapless crews. The Mongaup Wave, of | that we could count on DEC people like
localfame, was a delightful surfing wave, | Doug Sheppard and Verne Husick to sup-
that boaters flocked to especially during " port our efforts on the Mongaup.
the summer when there was a dearth of
other water to paddle. There they could
while away many pleasant hours, alter-
nately plying the wave or resting onalarge In the Spring of this year FERC
adjacent flat rock watching their friends | issued O&R a licence for Project # 9690-
playing the wave. The wave was situated | 004, the Rio Dam. Incorporated some-
onthe opposite side of the Delaware from™ where in the thousands of pages of thal
where the Mongaup spilledintoit, about50 | very large document is a provision giving
yards downstream from the confluence.”™ whitewater boaters the right to paddle on
Mr. Hutsky insisted that a test be per- | the Mongaup, and ordering water releases
formed on the Delaware at the same time | one dayper weekendon every other week-
we were on the Mongaup. For this pur-—| endfrom AprilthroughOctober. We did not
pose, he selected two canoeists, whowere™ | get everything we wanted. Hutsky pre-
partof the volunteer Delaware River Patrol™" - vailed on his spurious safety factor and we
whose course down the Delaware was to-— | will get only single turbine releases. This
be videotaped. Their condusion was that | makes the Mongaup less enjoyable for
they feltno effect. Thatfinishedthatcontro- | advanced dosed boaters, being a little
versy, right? Wrong! Mr. Hutsky then de-"| scratchy, but still excellent for open boat-
cidedthat the Delawarehad beentoohigh™ ers. The situation will improve in 1994,
and threw out the test results. He de- | when the installation of necessary plumb-
manded a retest during the summer when " ing at the dam itself will send an additional
the river was lower. He chose two other” | 100 CFS down the hitherto dewateredold
canoeists and reported to FERC that they | riverbedto the powerhouse. This will open
had felt a perceptible push toward the™] up a new 1 1/2 mile segment for fishing, a
notorious Mongaup wave. When he was ™| move thatwe whitewaterboaters supported
askedfor a copy of the canoeist'sreportto | from the beginning. Since theycannot stop
him, he stated that there was none. Their™]| that 100 CFS at the powerhouse, the 23%
report had been verbal. “Taugmentation of the 430 CFS we will al-
' ready be getting should markedlyimprove
{the boating.

Well, was the effort worth it? John

While all this had been going on, | Humbach has bought land in New Mexico

another drama that would effect the out-"| toretireto (out of exhaustion?). It took alot
come, was unfolding. In February, 1991, o sweat from a number of people to bring
Commissioner Jorling of the New York™ " thisabout. Lookingback, I canalsosee that
DEC announced that New York State was™ we needed some lucky breaks, which we
acquiring the land on both sides of the™] got With that combination of sweat and
Mongaup River from O&R for use as win- | luck, youcan produce, notsomethinggran-
tering habitat for the endangered Bald™ diose, butsome minor miracles. | know that
Eagle. It seems that our national symbol™ | gained a tremendous amount of know}-
had taken note that the Mongaup, unlike—"edge that I can put to good use on my next
most rivers neither froze nor dried up dur-"""river conservationproject. Now, about that
ing the winter but continued to flow due to™dam they built above the Grand Canyon...
the running of its turbines. Not only thatbut
the turbine blades nicely chopped up the | Kennebec continued...
fish, something like a Cuisinart might do, |
making tasty little bite size pieces avail-

9. The Promised Land

8."The Eagle has Landed"

able. Notbeing stupid, about adozenof our
national symbols had settled down on the

Mongaup. Jorling further stated that DEC™]

—from user fees.

The current controversy recalls

another one, thatlastedfrom 1983101989,

was in favor of using the Mongaup as a~| ‘when whitewater outfitters challenged

whitewater boating resource, and he

[ CMP's right to charge rafters a per person

openedaccess totheriverfor boaters. This™| "head fee"to floatthe river. The case went

action was consistent with Jorling's posi-
tion that New York rivers are a public re-
source and as such shouldbe opento ALL
the public. DEC had previously backedup
this policy with actions helping us to open

tp the First Circuit Court of Appeals and
LCMP’s right to charge was upheld. Today,
the "head fee" is $6 per rafting customer,

i-and 30,000 rafters take on the Kennebec
etach year.

The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) is investigating and
has asked CMP to provide information
regarding recreation at Harris Station.
FERC may intervene if it finds the fees
unreasonable.

"We have provided FERC with
the information they requested. Now we
are waitingtohear," says CMP's Rodrigue.
"If they come back and say we can only
charge 10 cents, we wouldhave to do that,
unless we decided to pursue it further.”

Some kayakers have suggested
thatwhitewater outfittersnevershouldhave
given up the fight to abolish head fees.
Nonetheless, rafters have been paying for
years.

Kayakers, on the other hand, set
themselvesapartfrom commercialrafters.
They don't pay $90 for a one-day guided
trip of the gorge, they don't require the 15-
minute safety lectures that the rafting cus-
tomers receive, and they don't stop for
steak lunches beside the river. While
kayakers must use the same road as any-
one to get to the river, they say they never
needed the $3 million in capital invest-
ments that went into "providing access."
They say they would be just as happy
taking to the woods to change andrelieve
themselves.

CMP’s Rodrigue sees it differ-
ently. "If we didn't have the faalities to
handle the 50,000 to 60,000 people that
come through here each year, it would be
pretty messy," he says.

"We equate it to a small state
park. Tomorrow there will be over 1,000
seopleinthe yard. It takes alot of people to
keep things orderly up there."

As for the immediate stand-off at
the dam, Christopher says he has con-
tacted his affiliates and warned them they
would be arrested if they tried to enter the
jate without paying.

"We have encouraged them to
saythefee," saysChristopher. Hisgroupis
alsorecommending thatkayakersvisitother
areas, primarily the Rapid River in Mainef
New Hampshireand the Deerfield River in
*Nestern Massachusetts, untilthe matteris

| resolved.

New England FLOW has filed
complaints with FERC during thepast sev-
#ral months on this issue and FERC has
begun aninvestigation. FLOW is currently
ocumenting each aspectof thisissue for

FERE andhas submitteda massive body

of evidence againstCMP.
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complaining.So, tosolvetheproblem, I'm E

proposingwegiveevery homelessperson
inthecountry akayak andaused vanwith |
roof racks.

UNEMPLOYMENT—FDR had |
theright idea: people want work if they |
haveachance.Sobringback theold CC.C. |
campd Theré's plenty o clean-upthatcan |
bedonearoundrivers. Hdl, skilled work-
ers can design and construct artificia
whitewater coursesin placeslike lowaor
Mississippi.

O course, therewill awaysbea
minority d peoplewithout the responsi-
bility or drivetoacceptareda job. They can
beraft guides.

WELFARE - You won't getold |
Gary to say that folksshould go hungry.
But if I'm going to pay for welfare pro-
grams, | figger | oughta get somethin’
back. Some private services. Like letting
able-bodied welfarereci pi entscarry boats
on portages...or drive shuttles. Or better
yet...performfiberglassworkonmybusted
boats I'll bet after afew kayaksget ground
andthefiberglassdustisflying,thenation's
welfarerollswill diminish significantly!

DRUG ABUSE—-Herée'sani nno-
vative program designed to handle the
drug problem once and for al! A
whitewater camp for folks convicted d
drug offensed

It's located on the banks o the
Russl Fork—that mean-spirited class V
run downin Kentucky. And unlikeother
drugrehabilitation programs, participants
in my camp can ingest as much o the
poisond their choicewhenever they want
to. Theonly requirementis they need to
runtheriver onceaday for asolid month.

| figger theriverwill separatethe
usersfromtheabusers. Thosethat canlast
amonth on the Russell should be ableto |
function in society and will be released. |
Theotherswill smply beburied in mass '
gravesmarked only by toxic wastewarn- |
ingsi gns.

WOMENS RIGHTS = Im al |
for women's rights. They havetheright to
carry their ownboats. Theright to pack an
equal amount d gear during afloat trip.
Theright to probea nasty drop. Theright
to pay for haf thebeer.

Héell, I figger theonly real advan-
tage the male gender enjoysis that it's
easier for usto makeapiss-stop during a
shuttle.

In addition, | think that what a
woman does with her body is her own
bizness. Now what alot d women actu-
dly dowiththeir bodiesshould be acrime.
But youcan't arrestsomeonefor gittin’ fat |

and ugly.

Now, | don't want our female
readersgettingtheir knickersinanuproar.
Lord knowsI'm not talking about them.
Female boatersare typically fit as Ama-
zons and I'd never say nothingbad about
fernaleswith shouldersbigger'n mine.

ENERGY — Heres a red di-
lemma. You can talk about cutting down
on fossil fuds, but then how the Hell do
you driveto a put-in?My mountain bike
doesn't haveroof racks.

Youcanhatewhat hydro-electric
power doestorivers, but how doyouchill
your beer without eectricity? And sure,
burning coa and wood pollutesthe air,
but who wantsto see your breath when
you're sittingat homewatching Monday
Night Football?

Now don't gotakingabout solar
power. Hell, | hate thesun. Givemerain
from Monday through Friday...hardly
enoughlight to power solar cdls. Admit-
tedly, | don't mind nukesmuch.I'd justas
soon dump thewaste in Kansasor some
other worthless state that doesnt have

| whitewater. But then wedo needwhest to

bakeimportant things—like pretzels.

Sowhat to do?

Geo-thermal power! Hell, they
run thewholecountry of |celand by tap-
ping in hot water trapped in the Earth's
innards. And besides, theres aworthy by-

productd theused-upsteam. Wedumpit -|

into the Adirondack riverd I'm looking
forward topaddlingon80-degreewaterin
April!

WORLD AFFAIRS — The new |

locationd Camp David iskey to my con-
ducting international diplomacy. I just
invite world leadersto Friendsville and

whilewere there, | suggest wetakealittle |

raft ride. Justalittlepleasurecruise. Hah!

Say were hung up on afew key
issues. Well, at thetop d Triple Drop, |
give my disagreeable counterpart alittle
shove. Splash!

| figger helll beseein’ thingsmy
weay real fast in exchangefor a helping
hand. Specialy with the holeat National
Fdlsloomingahead.

TAX RELIEF—For thelast twenty
years, l've watched while the
chowderheadsin Washingtonand in our

statecapitol d Albany havefritteredaway -

the pounds d flesh they rip from my
paycheckeveryweek. And now tosustain
their extravagant spending habits, they

tell me they need to tax my boats and |

chargeuserfeesevery timel crossaput-in.
Wiédl—-I'mchangin’ that! | sez...we
tax every personin thecountry whodon't

By

[~own akayak!

After dl—who isit that runnin’
up thecost d health carein thiscountry?
It's theleadbuttswho spend every week-
end rooted in their Laziboys chompin’
chipsanddipandraisin' theirchloresterol
levelsli ke mercuryinaDeath Vdley ther-
mometer.

Sure, boatersmay calinsgckfrom
work onFridayswhenthe Upper Youghis
running, but haveyou ever seenapaddier
stay sckfor theweekend?Never! Atleas,
not when there's water.

Andwhoi sthat trashesthecoun-
tryside by flinging empty bottlesout the
windowd their cars?Again, not kayakers.
Paddlers respect the environment too
much, and besides, they're too cheap to
throw away the nickel deposit.

And who isit that livesin our
citiesthat suck governmentaidlikearav-
enous black hole? Who is it that needs
expensiveartificia lakesbuiltby theArmy
Corpsd Imbecilesfer water-skiing. And
who wants street lights on every corner
and parkin’ | otshigenoughtoturn an RV
aroundin?

Again, notkayakers. It's theother
people who are a drain on the
economy...thepeopl ethat don't ownhoet s.
o, let'em pay their fair share.

Thesystemissimple:if youdon't
own aboat, you pay an extra$1,000. Butif
you ownaboat, you claim a$1,000 deduc-
tion. Or asinmy case, if you own10boats,
you get back 10 grand.

What aded! Mogt boaterswon't
havetowork anymore. They can just live
off their tax returns.

Now that youve seen my plat-
form, | figger paddlersacrossthecountry
will flock to my banner. I've already sent
change-of-addresscardsto thepost office.

And, Hedll...you're all invited to
my inaugural bash. But don't come ex-
pectingsomewimpy black-tieaffairwhere
glad-handing political hacksbusscheeks
and smoozewith champagne and cana-

Pes Instead, picture a Gauley Fedti-
val on the Mdll. Thousandsd celebrants
cdadinriver shortsand pileclutchingcans
d Milwaukee's Bes. Kayak demosin the
Reflective Pool. The Grateful Dead play-
ingon thestepsd theLincoln Memoridl.
Slam-dancing on Pennsylvania Avenue.
A whitewater rodeo at Little Falls o the
Potomac. Whitewater videosprojectedon
thesided theWashington Monument...
Jeez...turnsout I'm headingup a

real party after dl!



EnD NOTES

AsK what you can do to vour country...

Normally, | wouldn't share my
tailgate with no geeky, stringbean d a
boater. Speciallyonethat waspresi dentd
amgor metropolitan paddling club. But
since it was his case d ice-cold Rolling
Rockssittin” betweenus, | figgered | could
let him have hissay:

"You know, Gary, many d us
young, urban professionalswho paddie
fed totally disenfranchised since we no
longer have Perot asan option..”

Widl, I'd heardyou couldn't buy
thatPerotWater nomore. Something about
that Frenchspringwherethey bottlePerot
water contami natedwith gasolineor ben-
zene or somezene. But | never figgered
peopled be that upset. Never made any
sensetometoactually pay for water when
you couldgointoany publicrestroom and
fill up abottlefrom theback d atoilet.

"..90 were searching for some-
onewho can head up our party. Someone
unafraid to make a yunch. Someonewho
knows his country and can lead the new
dance.Someonewhounderstandsthelines
it takesto end up on top. Someone like
you, Gary."

"Sy," | said." Am | gonnahafta
pay for thisslam-bang party ?"

"Of coursenot. There will becon-
tributions, and PAC money and matching
fundsto cover expenses.”

Well, | couldn't deny thelogic. |
did know the recipefor a punch guaran-
teed to leave you in the gutter, I'd been
listening to country music on the radio
and I'd just learned the dance steps to
'‘Achey, Breaky Heat, and although my
linesmoreoftenresultedwith aslapinthe
facethan me on top—it wasn't for lack o
effort.

And-what the Hell-the party
wasfreg

"Youve found yer man," | said,
and reached for another Rolling Rock.

So that's how | ended up being
the presidential candidate for the Pad-
diers Party.

Now, | know alot d you people
aresayin’:

"Gary—have you been paddling
classbwater without ahelmet? You gotta
be crazy to want to be president!**

Atfirst| thought so, too. But after
| got over the disappointmentd running

By GARY CARLSON

side—you'reconstantlysurrounded by the
dregsd humanity. It's the underbelly o
civilization—asubculturewhererapeand
robberyareconsi deredthenorm. Butthen,
| figger | canget usedtoit. You justhaveto
stay out d the partsdf town whereyou'd
find lawyers...around ambulances, or
whereslushfund money isbeingdiwied
out, or gof courses.

Besdes, what president actually

| spendstimein Washington?Most d the
time it seems they're always hanging
around at CampDavid, Maryland. Where
the Hell is Camp David, anyway?Does
anyonereally know for sure?

Wdl, sincethecamp's locationis
somewhat obscure.lll just move it to
Friendsville—right on the banks d the
Upper Yough. And well have water re-
leasesevery day until Degp Creek Lekeis

for amgjor political officeinstead if orga.'f'sucked down to amud puddle. Now, the
nizingawild party—I began to see some_| folksin the million-dollar homeson the
advantagesto being the paddling presi- | lake might bitch about the level going
dent." i down, but the threat o an I.LRS audit
Take shuttles, for instance. You | ought to shut ‘em up
don't thinkyou couldn't jamawholebunch
d boatsinto that presidential helicopter?, So, youre probably thinking:
Nomorewalks up that steepPanther Creek + ""WEell, the presidency might be a good
Trail on the Gauley—just jump into the | deal foryou, Gary...butwhat's initfor us?
hoveringwhirlybirdat thebased Sweet's | There's gotta be-some reason to vote for
Falsand zip up to the dam for another | you other than just improving your pad-
run. | dling plans.”
Now--I know you're saying: | Well, to paraphrase John
"What about security, Gary? The presi- -+ Kennedy—ask not what your country can
dent can't go nowheres withouthi's secret -+ do for you...ask what you can do to your

Vote for the Paddling Party
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PRESIDENT

A kayak in every garage

serviceagents."
O coursenot! They'dbedamned |
useful.

| country. And | can do plenty!
In fact, just last night, men a
panel o select advisorscircled around a

Picturethis: I'min aneddy above - campfire to put thefina touches on the
an especialy nasty drop. The left side - campaignplatformfor the PaddlingParty.
looksparticularly ominous. So| just say, - It wasn't easy ‘cuz acoupled the boys
" Agent Smith, would you care to probe | weresquirt boaterswho'd suffered some
theleft side?" t-minor brain damagefrom oxygen depri-

Thunk! { vation during mystery moves. Infact, it

"Wall, boys, lookslikewewant | took thebetter partd thenight and al of
torun down theright." | aguarter kegtocomplete--but by thetime

And then theres the benefit o | thetapfizzZledand spat thelastd thebrew,
freedigsoverfour years theWhiteHouse- | Wefiggered wed licked theworld's prob-
-theworld's ultimateguideshack. A pool | lems.
inthebasementfor roll sessions. Andwith | Here's what we came up with:
kayaksmounted on the presidential limo THE HOMELESS - | figger,
and apolicemotorcycleleadingthecaval- | homelessnessis mostly a state d mind:
cade—the class 5 Great Fdls is only 10 | Hell-hdf the paddlersintheworld don't
minutesaway. - haveapermanent addressand they'renot

O course, residingin an inner- |
city like Washington, D.C. has a down- ' Please turn to page 87
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ERIDANUS 2piece %349
ULTRA LIGHT 2piece %289
PARAGON $279
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NUDE-X 5115
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q Tour SHORTY PANTS  $83.95
. Paddling Mitts
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SEA MITTS '32.95
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PANTS $69.00

- Juatudmbzg soopmg¢

S0 font 1M praline 51‘-’1 LV -
o LTS TuaCirquereg 379 279
50 foot SWCITH. %4295 TELE SKI S__ —B.D. Valmonte' 91 reg 279 %159
& i 1 Tusa Mag. Sauvage reg 375 59
GEAR , Memell Maxx reg 460 49
¢ Asala Sno-Fincreg 300 e
B.D. Shell Mttens reg 63 T4.95
B.D. Shell Glovereg 63 405
Free Mount Weth Sk & Bingdray Parrhesr

Termaplane 8550 cu. in
L1 T2 -
:;TEI;TM '.j:};m ; (_:L |IMBING

Yellowsione 3050 cu.in. y Omega PacificOval or D Carabiners  d0z$49.95

Cracy Peak 4000 cuin
Bridger 3300 cuw, i, h‘ LGNanm_Um v reg4_85

Bamb 3600 cu. in. H
Rig Sky 2300 cu. im.

HOIPUUO )

To order "We Ship Kayaks"
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