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lmmnmmn SAYING ABOUT |

VAN OF RUBBER's |
Ist MATE

Z1P-PRY WATERPROOF BAGS ? |

"MAN OF RUBBER. WATERPROOF BAGS ARE THE BEST ON THE MARKET
ANP THE ONLY ONE I'P TRUST MY 300 CAMERA TO

ON CLASS IV - V WHITEWATER TRIPS."
CHARLIE WALPRIPOE - WILPWATER PESIONS, PENLLYN, FA

“THE ZIP-LOCK HAS PROVEN ITS WATERPROOFNESS IN MANY
RAPIPS AND RAINSTORMS ANP THE DUFE BAG DESION HAS
VIRTUALLY ELIMINATED THEONE ARM" OROPE TECHNIQUE FOR THAT
SWEATER OR ROLL OF FILM ON THE BOTTOM OF THE BAS. YOUR
ALWAYS FRIENPLY AND EFFICIENT SERVICE IS AN APPED PLEASURE.

THANKS FOR A OREAT PROpUCT I
VICK RICE - ALASKA IMPASSE, JUNEAV, ALASKA

"HAVING A SUPERIOR PROPUCT IS ONLY HALF THE EQUATION
WHEN IT COMES T0 RIVER EQUIPMENT..BETH AND GARY
HARPER OF MAN OF RUBBER._STARTEP THEIR COMPANY
WITH A BELIEF IN THEIR PROPUCTS, ANP HAVE CARRIED IT

THROUGH..MAN OF RUBBER HAS ALWAYS BEEN THERE ™
TOM WASNER-NORTH AMERICAN RIVER RUNNEES, NS0, WY

WHEN | T ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY HAS TO

STAY PRY

CALL MAN OF RUBBER AT 815-338-2775 ORFAX $00-4-PRYBAS

| AVAILABLE IN SIX SIZES ANP AN ASSORTMENT OF 6REAT COLORS !

‘ FANNY PACK -71/2°X12° X-SMALL-7V1/2°X12° SMAIL-TVI'XTF MEWNM-SV/Z°X IV

lmi llXIG' X- lk!“ 15'X$1 XX - LARSE - 18" X 52°
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Beyond the White
Holes

by Bob Gedekoh

Experts agree that Stephen Hawking, the
famous British mathematician and physicigt, is
the smartest man alive. Unfortunately Hawk-
ing suffersfrom ALS, a progressiveneuromus-
cular disease, and isconfined to awheelchair,
unable to move or even speak without me-
chanical assistance. Nevertheless,it hasbeen
speculated that if Hawking liveslong enough,
he will succeed in developing the"Unified
Theory", amathematical formulathat will ex-
plainthe relationship of the four forcest hat
hold the universetogether: gravity, electro-
magnetism, the weak force and the strong
force.

Supposedly if Hawking developsthis
theory hewill be able to explain everything..
to answer every question. Hewill be ableto
tell uswhether thereislifeon other planets.
Hewillbeabletotellusifthereislifeafter
death. Hewill even beabletotell ushow
Bubbles, the monkey, feels about the marriage
of Michael Jackson and LisaMarie!

Of course, because of hisdisability Hawk-
ing will never be ableto experience
whitewater. Te isa shame, because | think
he could learn alot from our gport. Certainly
most of the whitewater boaters| know have
deep intellectsand a keen interest in applied
and theoretical physics. Why elsewould there
be rapids named the Cyclotron, the Particle
Acceleratorand the Time Warp on riversjust
an hour from my home?

D what exactly could Hawking learn from
whitewater and whitewater boaters? Well,
consider this. Much of Hawking’s work has
dealt vith Black Holes... those mysterious
pointsin space that suck in matter and energy.

- .~

"y

—_—

Oncean object, or evena beam of light, is
drawninto a Black Hole, there can be no es-
cape. But according to Hawking that doesn't
necessarily mean annihilation. He believes
that time gets stretched more and morethe
closer one getsto the center of the Black Hole.
Actudly, he can't provethis, because no one
can see what goesoninsidea Black Hole, and
no one who hasdrifted into one has ever re-
turned to report on the experience.

W, I've never been drawninto a Black
Hole, at least that | can remember, but during
my paddling career | havespent morethan my
shareof timetrapped in the clutches of White
Holes. Andlet metell you Mr. Hawking, big
White Holes can be every hit astreacherous
and voraciousastheir Black counterparts.

Timegets stretched in White Holes, t oo.
For example,onadare | once dropped into
Phil's Hole on the Ottawa | soon discovered
that gettingout was goingto be onehell of a

~lot harder than gettingin. By my reckoning|

spent three and one haf weekstryingto claw
my way out of that sucker. But my friends,

¢—and | usethat wordloosely, who were stand-

—ing on shore laughing, swear that fromtheir
perspectivel only surfed the monster for three
minutes!

—  WhiteHolesmay not be quiteas powerful

as Black Holes, but they can ill pack awal-
lop. | wasoncetrappedin a hole onthe May
pie River that was so powerful t hat it sucked
the buzzards right out of the sky.

. Somescientists, including Hawking, have

suggestedt hat objects drawninto Black Holes
actually punch through them and come out the
other side... that Black Holes are gatewaysto
other dimensions. | know that White H oles
can sometimes act that way; | once

recircul ated so deeply in a hole on the Upper
Gauley that when | surfaced for air | found my-
sdf inaholeonthe TigersLeap Gorgedof the

Yangtze... in Chinal

White Holes often swallow complex ob-
jects and reducethem into elementary par-
ticles. A kayaking unit that isdrawnintoa
WhiteHole may well come out in pieces.. a
paddler here, a paddlethere, a throw rope
here, asandal there... float bagsscattered ev-
erywhere,

But Hawking is concerned with morethan
Holes. In hisbook, A Brief Historv of Time,
Hawking posesthe question, “If we can re-
member what happened in the past, why can't
we remember what will happen in the future?’

W, Mr. Hawking, sometimes whitewater
boaters can! During the past decade | have wit-
nessed innumerabl e episodes of carnageat
First Island Rapid on the Big Sandy. These re-
sulted in broken paddles, shattered boats, ver-
tical stern entrapments, skinned knucklesand
cracked heads. | mysdlf spent aweek on
crutches after a particularly nasty thrashing
there.

Now when | reach thetop of FirstIsland, |

TAFF........ o ——
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FORUM

zam "remember” what i slikely to happeniif |
choosetorunit. Thatiswhy | ignorethejeers
o my buddiesand sneak down theleft. Unfor-
tunately, somed my friendsare not asinsight-
ful asmeand they do not "remember” what is
goingto happenaswell asl do. Asaconse-
quencethey continueto get their buttskicked
thereon aregular bess.

Like most theoretica physicists, Hawking
spendsagreat ded of time considering relativ-
ity and perspectiveand how they effect the
way we percelvethe universe. His point isthat
thingsare not dwayswhat they seem. Cf
coursewhitewater boaters already knowthat.

Congder this. One d my friendsrecently
fdl into a humongousWhite Hde at thetop of
the Crunch Rapid on the North Fork of the
Payette. The Hdequickly dismantled his boet-
ing unit and my buddy found himsdlf tumbling
down the rock strewn, turbulent, mile-long
time-gpace continuum that constitutes Crunch.
A number of ederlyfolk travelingin
Winnebago spaceshi pswitnessed my friend's
swim and they stopped to seeif they could
help. When ny friend findly madeit to the
bank and crawled up to the road, helooked
likeahdf pedled, haf boiled potato.

Smdl wonder that one o theelderly ladies

@ theincredul ousaueﬂi on,"Son, were

NEW '93 CANOE
Descender

The Rapid Solution toyour
shortboat dilemma. Shorter,
Lighter & Quicker

CUSTOM OUTHTTED

READY - TO-PLAY
Sati sfactionGuaranteed!
Cdl todayor Try aTest Driveat our
Nantahala Outpost

404-325-5330 Atlantaweskdays
704-488-2386 Nantahala River

i
e

THCEF Direaden Dvtve, NF, Aflanis, A 30387

you havingfun out there?'  Certainly from
thevantaged her parald universehissvim
must not have looked too pleasant. She, of
course, had noway of knowing just how much
fun hehad. From her perspectiveshe could
never have understood why laterthat day he
choseto disregard hisinnumerableabrasions
and bruisesto chdlenge Crunch again,

Theoretica mathematicianslike Hawking
are currently engrossedin exploringwhat they
cal Chaos Theory, which suggestst hat if you
use powerful computersto study phenomena
that appear to represent total confusion, pre-
dictable patternswill eventudly be reveded. |
canthirk of no better exampledf thist han the
chaossurroundingthe Gauley Festivd. Every
year it rains, every year AWA ExecutiveDirec-
tor PhyllisHorowitz managesto create order
out of pandemoniumand every year we all
haveonehdl of agoodtime.

But did the universeredly Sart with a Big
Bang, as Hawking suggests? And, if it did,
what isthe rel ationship between the Big Bang
and the Big Spla? Well haveto wait for
Hawking to give usand answer tothat. Inthe
meantime, | going to leave these astrophysica
musings behind, and head for theriver.ll

The AWA announces theinaugural fall
season on New York’s best classIV-Vrin..
the Bottom Moose. Releaseswill beheld
on Saturdaysand Sundaysstarting & 10
am. on Oct 89, 15-16, 22-23, and 30-31.

Abundant camping and classic
Adirondack scenery ar e nearby.

Call (315) 652-8397for moreinforma-
tion.

Useitorloseft.

Photo creditsforlast issue's story, “The
Evolution of a Hair Boater”, wereinadvert-
ently lost. ThankstoJoel Serra for those
pictures.

The Kids Are

Alright!!!
On the Cover

This summer the kids that compro-
misethe"Extreme Squad" from Adventure
Quest completed awhirlwind tour of
Americathat included plenty of BigWa
hoo Whitewater. Besides attendingthe
Open Canoe National s, the Junior World's,
several rodeosand the U.S. Team Trials,
they tackled three of the toughest
whitewater runsinthe western United
States... the Pine Creek Canyon of the Ar-
kansas, the Gore Canyon of the Colorado
and the North Fork of the Payette.

Thisnew breed of Hair Boaters, aged
13-16, followed Chan Zwanzig of Wave
Sportsdown Gore. “These kids didn't just
paddle Gore, they shredded it!" Zwanzig
said later. Whitewater master Dan Gavere
led the Extreme Squad downthe North
Fork- at a phenomenal 2000 cfs!

Humble Piefor therest of ud Look
for photos of these incredible young boat-
ersscattered throughout the special Big
Wahoo section of thisissue. Special kudos
totheir guru, Peter Kennedy,for helping
these kids along, and for sending usthese
impressive phimms. B

L

resilient
field of v

If you need a hat, get a hat. If you need a helmet, you needa

‘@ ViSgR,

P.O. BOX 4111 BOLIL
303-445-8559
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ferocious, but odorousclass
V+ rapidsadf Mill Creek, down
to the confluencedf the New
River Nationa Gorge, through
thestriking backdropdf
Hawks Nest State Park.

Contemplatingtheseand a
myriad of other would begreat
runs, I'm uncertain what to do.
Should | write Kokatat and ex-
plain my plight?Or writeto my
local congressperson?Thelat-
ter seemsa morelogica way
o go about getting something
done.

But wait?In retrospect,
| perhaps| shouldn't call atten-
| tiontothi s rapidly regressing

dilemmalt's not asif our
i congresspeoplearen't cogni-
zant of thesituation. But if |

! beget too much"stink" about

Lamenting West
Virginia’s Fecal
Creeks.

Dear Editor.

| don't professto beaau-
thority onfecal coliform and
itseffectson human paddling
maggotslike mysdf.

But asa semi-professional
boater and naturd freak..(Uh?..
naturefreak!) | havefound, to
my very sensitivenose, a
plethorad the disfavor on
somedf WesV i a' screeks,
not to mentionful blownriv-
ers, which,to putit bluntly,

"STINKY. | thi s predicament, the powers
If thereisany way to get thet be may proclaim theseriv-
Kokatat to producean OHA |

ersand creeksinappropriate
for humanimmersion. Since
there may be noway to correct
thi s foul quandary,givenour

approvedfull body, biohazard,
gore-tex dry suit, then send me
one! Becausethat's what you

needtosafely paddlesomeof | national, state andlocal politi-
X;’ég(asnd Wonderful'sfecal cal pecuniaryineptness, the of-

ficia responsemight bethat
boaterswould not be allowed
to paddletheir streamsand

If | had one of those suits, |
would challengethefecal haz-
ards o Piney creek-which

K {-riversat al!
overflowsthe deficientsewage So, with penin hand...
treatmentfacility of Beckley, Dear Kokaa...
West Virginialf youhavent 7]
heard about thissuperb class | Kent
IVrun,it'scertainly not dueto | MeCracken
any lack of white (brown) wa West
ter. Andit's absolutely not due | vjrginia

toascarcity of natura splen-
dor. It'slikely duetoitsreputa
tionasafeca monstrosity.

If 1 had one of thosesuits, |
couldfinessemy way around
thefetor perilsof Brush Creek,

Who Decides?

| American Whitewater, which
| appears so professionalin
terms of photography,story
i content and, yes, editorializing,
| should beso jam-packedwith
typos, droppedwords, and
even faulty grammar. What you
ineedisa good proofreader. (In

ireedingif you can't find any-
one elsetodoit, and provided
[canfititin between ClassV
Iriver tripg)

Oneother point. Theriver
idecideswhothe ClassV pad-
dlersare, without adoubt. But
who decideswhichriversare
IClassV?| used to hear the Up-
per Yough and Upper Gauley
described asclassic ClassV
runs, but now that I've become
fairly proficientat running
them, | hear themdescribedas
"nice ClassII-IVs”. | thought
SwallowFd|s wasClassVI un-
til, after I'd run it several times,
| learnedit's amere ClassIV.
Maybewhat'sgoing onisthat
the enveloped what isdoable
isbeing pushed sofast by the
extremely good paddlersthat
the ClassV"limit of navigabil-
ity" hastori se to keep pace.
Havewereachedthe point
where only the Upper
Blackwater,the Narrows of
the Green (doesn't count un-
lessyou run Gorilla), Mann’s
Creek and their equalsmerit
the ClassVdesignation? Or do
we daretaunt the river gods by
bandying about theterm"Class
VI paddier”?

Best regards,
Gib McGill

Dear Bob,

whileenjoying it's class111, IV
and V+ rapids. Brush Creek's
waterssludgeinto the National
ScenicBluestone River. A fa-
ther we spokewith dongthi s
creek said"| brought my son
here to show him which creeks
not toswimin’.

If 1 had afull body, OSHA
approveddry suit, I'd disregard
the warningsinsof indigent
water quality whilebopping
down Dunloup Creek, which

By definition,an editoris
onewho writeseditorialsin
which he expresseshisor her
opinion. |, for one, appreciate
the excellent job you've been
doing; I find your writingstyle
informativeand highly amus-
ing. Your article"TheRiver De-
cides' elicited many good argu-
mentson bothsidesd theis
sue, but | didn't think you de-

passesright by the National | served the mean-spirited, per-
Park Service headquarterson | sonal low blowsthat werelev-
it's way to Thurmond and the -|-€led at you by someof the
New River. readers. | did agree, however,
If OSHA mandatedthi s with theguy who pointed out

suit, | could safely paddiethe | thespelling error. Too bad that

Editor's Reply:

I nthisissue'ssafety sec-
tionCharlie Walbridge
makes the excellent and valld
point that when expert boat-
ers manipulate theriver rat-
ings Systemto gratify their
own €J0s, therearerarely
any seriousconsequences...
for them.

Unfortunately inter medi-
ates and those just making
thetransition to running
mor e difficult whitewater of
tem fall victimto this
"whitewater devaluation”. |

American Whitewater v GauleyFestival1994

fact, I'd be glad to do the proof- |

LETTERS..... ...

hope youwill find Charlie's
discussion of thisimportant
| topic enlightening.

Asfor our typosand
spelling errors, I try my be<,
but many o our articlesre-
fruire extenstve editing and
grrive N my mailbox about a

veek after the stated dead-
| ine. Needlessto say, things
get a little hectic...

So look out, | may take
you U em YOUr offer.

FSedekoh

WHEN YOU GOTTA GO
MARYLAND DNR NOT

Bob

NUMBER ONE WITH
THIS BOATER

Dear Editor.

| recently had an unpleas-
ant experiencewith a DNR of-
ficerin Marylandd the Upper
| Yough put-in. In particular, |
| wasticketedfor urinatingat
| theput-in. Thewhole matter
seemsrather trivia and ridicu-
lousbut | thought you or your
readersmight find it amusing
and serve asa warning to oth-
ers. Apparently, the"establ i shr
ment" (DNR) does not think
t 00 highly of paddiers. | sup-
pose my behavior wasnot ex-
emplary, but the redity isthat
everyone'" has togo" before
puuting-on Feel freeto print
al or part of my letter infuture
| issuesdf American
Whitewater if youfedl ot hers
may beinterested/ entertained
by my experience.

Sincerly,
AlFylak
Rochester Hills,Mi

Judge, Maryland District Court
205 3rd Street
Oakland, MD 21550

HonorableJudge:



ACROBAT 300 1S THE
SERIDOUS RODED AND SURF
FADDLER'S DREAPM.

PERER. COOSA WIVER (ALANAMA)

A FRESH BENCHMARK

FOR THE SERIOUS RIVER
RUNMNER, FOR THE STEEPER
AND TIGHTER RIVERS

IMPEX INTERNATIONAL, 2979 MOMNTAUK HIGHWAY, BROOKHAVEN NY 11719 (516) 2B6-1988
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Buoyancy.

now equrppea rs your kayak?

Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving
deeply at the bottom of steep drops. Enables
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives
you time to adjust for the next crucial move.
Helps you ride over the top of that big hole.

—r

"Wing Form"

Bow buoyancy is a function of both volume
and shape. Dagger designers pay a lot of
attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A
cruising boat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs
less. Extensive computer modeling and on-
the-water testing help us determine the
optimum amount of bow buoyancy for each
of our models. Want to know more? Our
catalog is free, our new video is $5.

Dagger

Harrirnan, TN 37748
615-882-8757
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NANTAHALA: OUTDOOR CENTER

We carry a complete line of boats, paddles, lifejackets, - _,_;-j ST T Ui
how-to videos, books, clothing, and everything you need Ry - A 1 -
to outfit your boat. Call for the free catalog that ] Yis
~everyone's talking about, _" S . D
Y A L L

-

| 800/367-3521

FAX 704/488-8039

Bpiore the woric

Hone Your Moves

We help boaters of all skill levels develop
the confidence, control and
finesse they're looking for—
skills that will last a lifetime.
./~ Areyouready for the nextstep? |
~ Cdl today to receive a free NOC-—|
Insfruction Schedule, j

S0 you've got the boat, "N
you've qot the moves, what
next? Why not challenge yourself
on exciting rivers like Nepals Sun
Kosi, Costa Rica's Reventazon or

trips for all skill levels led by
top NOC instructors, Join L5 S
for an adventure you'll e
never forget. e

704/488-2175 Sy

1U4/400-0
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| do not admit guiltfor
"disorderly conduct"for the at-
tached citation.Sincel livein
Michigan, appearingin courtin
Marylandis not reasonable
consideringthe non-seriousna
tureof thisoffense. | amen-
closingthe$65fineto close
the matter only, and amnot ad-
mittingguilt. f you decideto
reduceor dropthefine, please
return thedifference.

Theattached citationfor
disorderly conduct isaperfect
exampled harassment of the
general public by DNR officers.
Althoughnot specifiedonthe
citation,the"disorderly con-
duct" wasfor urinatingin an
openfiedat the put-infor the
Upper Y oughiogheny River.
Thedetailsdf this"offense”are
described bel ow.

It wasawarm sunny day
as| waspreparingto kayak the
Upper Y oughiogheny River.
Therewaslotsof activityin the
parking areaas peoplewere
unloading and making prepara-
tionstoget ontheriver. As

Whitewater Dancer Hll

Thisvideohasit all! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hot wave and hole surfing,Classi

| part of my preparation,| found

it necessary to urinate. Since
there wereno publicfacilities,
| walked approximately 20
yardsintothe openfield adja-
cent to theparking area,
turned away from the parking
areg, andtook caredof my busi-
ness.

Inretrospect, | could have
wakedfurther intothefield or
intothe woodsnear theriver
bank; however, at thetimel re-
dly didn't givethe matter
much thought and 20 yards
into an open field seemed suffi-
cient.| didn't think anyone
would be offended. Theentire
event took about 15seconds. |
doubtifanyoneevennoticed.

Wil apparently the young
zealous DNR officer did notice
asheapproached me and de-
manded to see my driver'sli-
cense. | stated that | did not
havemy licensewith mesince
| had not driven totheriver.
He again sternly asked asec-
ondtimetoseeny licenseto
which| gavethesamereply.

Presents

Findly, he accepted my expla-
nation and took my name, ad-
dress, phone number, and so-
cia security number; and pro-
ceededto "writemeup".

Severa th rgs bother me
about thisevent:

1. I had to urinate some-
wheresincetherewereno
publicrestrooms at the put in
The openfield seemedlikea
reasonable place.

2. The DNR officerwasun-
necessarily rude and angry
about the matter. | wastreated
asthough | had committeda
heinouscrime. | hdf expected
to be hauled away in handcuffs
after not beingableto produce
adriver'slicense. Possibly,
kayakers havea bad reputation
in Maryland. | don't know how
dsetoexplaintheofficer'san-
gry demeanor.

3 Therewasno troubleat
the put-in and no onewas com-
plaining. Why wasthe officer
there seemingly “looking for
trouble"?

4. Thefine df $65seems

LETTERS

| overly excessivefor thecrime

(if uiretinginan openfiedis
redly acrime).

I hopethe aboveexplana
tion does not sound too cyni-
cd; however, | amquiteangry
about theentiresituation. |1
drove along way fromMichi-
ganto enjoy the Upper Yough
and did not appreciatehow |
wastreated. | pay alot of fed-
eral and statetaxesand ama
retired naval officer. Asare-
sult of my military background,
I amquitefamiliar with author-
ity and fedl that the citing DNR
officer wasabusingthe author-
ity vested in him by the state of
Maryland. | hopeother guests
to your state are treated better
than | was.

Sincerely,
Alexander M. Fylak

V wipeouts, Tunes by Workl
Famous Fiddle Master Papal
John Creech! HH stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of special interestto clubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork andl
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastici
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022,2031693-8750

White Water

S ==
Wholesale prices jrom $3.00

Raft keyrings
i Canoe keyrings
LR kayak earrings & pendants
Squirt Boat earrings & pendants
Paddl e earrings & pendants
Squirt "Endo” earrings & pendants
(505)256-0546

This is quality oww allengeniciowelry that is wvery stfondsble.
3alse produce climbing. momntad bike & inline skais jswelry.
Ed Lucero Deal er & wholesale
229 Texas NE inquiries arewelcome
Albuquerque, NM 87108
[l

Donithe skair boet the hair 11!
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LaGrande Canyon — from

by Rich Bowers

Inearly 1992, a newly hired
gaff member of the AWA was
locked away in the heart of the
publicreferenceroomat the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), deepin
the bureaucraticheart of
Washington, DC.

Themission— to research
over 160 projectsand 200+
damsup for relicensinginthe
upcoming year. The Penobscot
and BasnMillsprojectsin
Manewereover 20 volumes
each, and the combined appli-
cationsfilled aspacethesize
of asmall room, wai st deep.

Inalittle under one hour,
this person realized exactly
how little he new about the
FERC process, and that this
job wasnot quite the high pro-
file opportunity originally envi-
sioned!

Undaunted (and unwilling
tolosethisnew jobinthefirst
week), he proceeded to at-
temptto correl ate hydro-engi-
neering terminology into
v%/hi tewater drop, gradient, and
"fun'.

Severd weeksintothis,
oneriver ssgment stuck out
fromthe continuousdiscus-
sionson power generation, tur-
bine capacity, and mitigation
measures. A small canyonin
the Northwest, locked away
fromthe public eyesince1912
(theyear that the origina
LaGrande project on Washing-
ton state's Nisqualy River was
completed), offered the follow-
ing description: "Thewidth of
thefloor rarely exceeds 200
feet but frequently narrows,
occasionalytolessthan 20
feet. During routinespills,
these points becomeimpas-
sibletofishduetotheextreme

velocity of thewater... the high
gradient of thereachand...fre-
quent spillsfrom thedam".

Bingo! A possible
whitewater run and the pro-
cessbegins. In February, 1992,
the AWA requested that FERC
requireTacomaCity Light to
conduct flow and feasibility
studiesinthiscanyon, look at
improvementsfor whitewater
on the popular downstream
McKenna to Tank Crossing
section,and addressa compre-
hensivereview of recreational
opportunitieson the Nisqually.

Tacomawas not pleased!
Whét ensued wastwo and a
hdf years of contention,delay,
and misinformation. Hrgt,
Tacomaclaimedthat anyone
paddling the canyonwould
never comeout. Thischanged
(whenit wasredlized that we
could runit) to concernsover
liability and safety, and then
continued to mutateinto state-
mentsabout whitewater flows
destroyingfisheries, drawing
downlakelevels, and costing
the ratepayersover aquarter
of amilliondoallars. Findly,
Tacomastated that evenif or-
dered by FERC to conduct
whitewater studies, they
weren't goingtodoit (akind
of "I'm taking my river and go-
ing home" attitude).

OnJune 28,1994, many of
these questionswerefinally
answeredwhenthe AWA,
Tacoma,and Tacoma'scon-
sultantsHarza Northwest con-
ducted ajoint whitewater
study in this1.7 mile canyon.
Whilethe applicant may still
not be pleased, many of the
concernsheld by local search
and rescue personnel, up-
stream lakeowners, FERC,

FERC co ultants, boatersand
otherswere addressed during
studiesat 800 and then 1000
cfs. Final resultsfromfishery
studieson possiblefishstrand-
ingin the canyonarestill pend-

Resultsfromthistest show
that whitewater boatingisen-
tirely feasiblein thiscanyon,
andthatinfact, ths may be
oned thebestruns inthe
state of Washington! The com-
bination of aestheticbeauty,
abundant play spots, good
ClassIV and V drops (depend-
ing onflow volume), available
portageroutes, and scheduled
releaseflowsmakethisanis
sueworthfightingfor.

Equally important, it
showed that no river section
should beignored — that di-
versevauesexistin each, val-
uescritical tothe overall
health of thewatershed (The
Nisqualy would have been
founddigiblefor state Wild
and Scenic, except for thistwo
milesectiondf totally dewa-
tered river).

Besidesdeterminingopti-
mum flowsfor whitewater and
thefeasihility of accessinto
and out of the canyon (ropes
were used to negotiatethe 250
foot embankment at the base
of thedam), and diminating
unfounded or exaggerated
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Left:View from put-in; Nisqually
River; rapid called "Hang Nail."

saf ety issues, boatersal so
prodded other groupsand
agenciestotakeacloserlook
at theworthd the Nisqualy
bypass. Alongwith thisre-
lease, studieswere performed
to: determinelevelsneeded for
continuousflow (currently
only fivecfsisprovidedasa
minimum flow); how bypass
flowscould augment fishery
and recreationflows down-
stream of the powerhouse;
ramping ratesfor fishin the by-
pass and numerousother fish-
ery surveysand tests.

So, did wewin? Dowere-
turnto FERCtolook through
more applications? Thean-
swer isboth"yes' and "no".

Y es, we continueto watch for
other whitewater gems(up
coming relicensesincludethe
Klamath and Trinity in CA,
Dead River and Indian Pond on
the Kennebec, ME, Bear Trap
Canyon on MT’s Madison
River,and many others) — and
no, we haven't wonyet, a-
though thiswhitewater test
wasa resoundingsuccessand
makesan eventual win much
more promising.

In the coming months
boaterswill need to continue
negotiationswith Tacomaand
their consultants,continue
dogging the processthrough
FERC and their consultants,
and work with other compet-
ing intereststo cooperateona
fird, equitable,and fair resto-
ration packagefor the
LaGrande Canyon. If success-
ful duringthese efforts, then
we can look forward to a long-
termwinfor theriver, aswdll
asfor scheduled whitewater
releasesand awinfor boaters
everywhere.ll



ccompanying this
article is a first-hand,
rapid by rapid account
of the first decent of
the LaGrande Canyon
by Mike Deckert, it was

written to provide those

involved in the test, and other
boaters, with some idea of what
is hidden in this canyon. Rapids
were named during this testin or-
der to provide all parties with eas-
ily identifiable reference points. I
hope you enjoy it!

All of the work done by the
AWA on this issue, including this
whitewater test, was accom-
plished by volunteers — boaters
who provided time, travel, and
professional expertise to provide
a polished and accurate final
package. Without their assistance
this effort would have beenim-
possible. In addition to paddlers,
the AWA would like to thank:
companion intervenors in this
project; Harza Northwest for their
professional and unbiased help;
Pierce County Sheriff's Depart-
ment for safety assistance; Stone
and Webster, consultants for
FERC; FERC itself for requesting
and participating in this test; and
Tacoma City Light for providing
flows, access, cameras and other
necessities.

LaGrande Canyon
Whitewater Team

Tom Wolf, Jennie Goldberg,
Steve Uren, Gary Shillhammer,
Randolph Pierce, Mike Deckert,
Greg Dore, Pete Flanagan, Rick
Williams, Shawn Wickstrom, and
Tom Baker (who mysteriously
moved to New Mexico immedi-
ately after this test).

Supporting Cast:

Brooke Martic, Matt Lutz, Tim
Jacobson, and Becky Deckert.

Theputinbe-
| low theLaGrande
| Dem consisted of
| ashort hikefrom

theroadtothe
| head o ascree
| sopewhich

droppedsome 250
| feet tothe base of
theLaGrande
Dam. Fromthi s
point ropeswere
setto lower the
kayaksto thewater and pro-
videamarginof safety for the
descent. During the second
trip, we utilizedasingle rope
tolower all the kayakslashed
togetherintoasinglelong
| train. Theputin, whilesteep, is
entirely feasibleasshown by
our two descents.

Theriver startsvith an en-
joyableclassIl rapid we
named "Hang Nall." Just asthe
river disappearsaroundthe
comer fromthedam, it drops
througharapidimaginatively
named"Play Hole" Thisplay
spot isasoutstandingasthein-
ternationalyfamous"Bob's
Hole" in Oregon. It would be
possibleto spend hourshere at
thi s one spot (as demonstrated
by Rick Williamson the sec-
ond 1000 cfsru). Thereare
good eddieson both sides of
theriver dlowing accessfrom
either sideintothe play spot.

Headwater for the Nisqually
River—Mt. Rainier.

Shillhammer and hiscanoe.
They both spent sometime
swimminginthe holeat the
bottom of the rapid.

After "Hammer Sammer"
the water flowsthroughthe

| narrowest passageon theriver.

Comparableplay spotsarerare |

on other Washington rivers.
Descendingdownstream,
we passed through a delightful
rapid called"KissngComer."
Below "Kissing Comer" isthe
rapid "Hammer Sammer.” The
portageroutefor "Hammer
Sammer"isontheriverright
side. | portagedthi s rapid dur-

Followingashort pool, the
river dropsover "X Fals"" This
drop wasrun over aledgeon
theriver rightside. If theright
sided “X Fdls' lookstoo diffi-
cult, another routeexistson
river left.

"TripleSide" isan enjoy-
ablecallectionof threelarge
ledgedrops. Thereareroutes
availableon both thefar right
and downthemiddledf the
river.

Two other named drops,

| first"Indecision"and then

"Bumper Wall" exist before
reachingthe old abandoned
civil structure about haf-way
through the run. Both of these
are easy but classIV drops.
When approachingthe
"Civil Structure’, theinner

Boof and
oogie

by Mike Deckert

Whilean excellent
portage routeis
availableon river
right,itisalso pos
sibletorunthe
Civil Structureby
droppingover on
far river right. The
main flowruns
left througha
breechinthe
structure, whereit

—rLdropsover 15feetintoan un-

dercut boulder, and makesa
screamingrightturn. This
routewas not run duringeither
testflows.

Beow the Civil Structure,
theriver entersoned the

" mogt beautiful canyonsin

Washington. Thislongsection
boasts300 foot cliffsrising
straightout of the water. The
river through thissectionis
classIl to classlwithlarge
poolsallowing ustofloat
throughin awe of the magnifi-
cent sights.

Standingat thefoot of the
Civil Structure, | gazedin
amazement asthe other
kayakersdroppedintothe

|_mouth of theinner gorge. The

kayakersand their boatswere
dwarfed against the backdrop
of thesheer canyonwals. Af-
ter passingthroughthe portals
into the canyon, | wasover-
whelmed with the magnifi-
cenced thisplace. Theriver
becomesclassII to classIl
throughthi s section, giving us
timetolet al the beauty soak
into our consciousness. Even
now as| writethi s five days
later, theimagescometo ny
mind floodingmeagain witha
sense of awesomebeauty. Nar-

ing both the 800 cfsand 1000 gorge unveilsitself and theout- | row channelsand cathedral-
| cfsreleases. Theportagestarts | standing beauty of the likeamphitheatershighlight
inalargeeddy andisaneasy | Niually becomesapparent. theinner gorge between the
walk over flat shelvesof rock. | At 1000 cfs thewater starts | Civil Structureand the "Boul-
| Therapidwasnamedfor Gary | tocrestthe Civil Structure. der Fidd."
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CONSERVATION
S K'S . REGULAR PACKAGE
* PRICE PRICE*
Dwuibound $339.00 $315.00
10th Mountain Tour $229.00 $210.00 _
Catamount Kinetic $199.00 $180.00 o
XCD GT Kinetic $199.00 $180.00 ﬁ%:ept]c r:to com%
Kodiak Carryover $189.00  $170.00 SESE Cormion_ e
-
WX, Montat $389.00  $360.00 - Kayok Bockband
Montet $369.00 $340.00 %
Cirque $339.00 $315.00
Excalator $339.00 $315.00
SEANQHD
Boundary $379.00 $340.00
Eclipse $369.00 $330.00
Badlands (Vertige) $335.00 $305.00
lm‘}s(l
Outback $319.00 $285.00
Couloir $339.00 $310.00
Cornice $369.00 $335.00
Tour Cap Light $379.00 $350.00
SKI BOOTS -
Ao
Supercomp 2 Mens $459.00 $420.00 Bun' an
Supercomp Wmns $439.00 $395.00 '
FTS Fuzion $369.00 $330.00 B O O al e
FTS Matrixe $399.00 $220.00
XCD Double $3%9.00 $370.00 i B
XBD Tele $390.00 $250.00 s S

9.00 $369.00 |

chnpA One d the concernsbefore
Terminator $489.00 $440.00 | theactual boatingtest was pas-
T2 $439.00 $395.00 sagethrough the"Boulder
| Wasatch $298.00 $270.00 ] Seve" Whenwereachedthat
'Package price given with purchase of Skiand Boot | areaduring the first test, we
floatedinalargeeddy & the
PROTECTION o own foot of oneof the cathedral-
-PRICE __ PRICE— likeamphithesaters. Peering
| BDCamalots 1-4 (4) TS0 SN1900 downstream, we could seet het
| BDJCamaots 5&75(2 %118 S the river waspooled up and
_ BD Hex Set 1-10 (10) §75.45  S60.00 thereweremultipleeasy
EZ | BD Stoppers1-13(13) A0 SE00 routesthroughthe"Boulder
BD CopperSteel Nuts 1-6 (6) 55270 S55.00 Seve' area
tsdomise e sthenardes i onihe
Marmot - MGGRSIone o N river, the"Boulder Fidd." The
WCRigidFriends 14 (7 $341.00 - $81500 "Boulder Field" isalargeclass
WC Flex Friends 0-3 (7) $34900 $319.00 g
Tert WC Rocks 1-10 (10) $7930  $73.00 Vdrop. Itwashard togeta
Sierra Designs WC Super Rocks 19 (9)  $8235  $7500 goodimpressionof the rapid
Moss Lowe Balls 1 3 (3) $10485 $95.00 from watchingthe videos
North Face - Quest | LoweTriCams 1.7 (11) $24165 $21900 taken last November from 300
Wild Country DMM WallNuts 1-9 (9) $3015  $7300 feet abovethe water. During
BigBros 14 (4) $30050  $275.00 the walk through on Monday, |
N vaies Big Dudes 57 [ s M5S0 was convinced that evenif the
E CCH Rlore 7525 [7) SEZE] B3RO0 drop wasunrunnable, there
~ Vertical Concepts | wouldbeagood portageon
river right. Thistheory proved
correct duringthe whitewater
. ' ' - 8 ' ' # test, and therewasagood
L . eddy abovetherapid. Thisd-
lowed usto get out and scout.

Wespent quiteafew m nut es
looking & this rapidtryingto
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—the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraft!

First made for video boam River
in Australia in 1986, the has -
been built and & power-tested ever since. A |
great way for an experienced river runner o |
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are o
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fastin fla A~ |
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch = . i |

their limits...hole punching af

We are committed to
1e premise that "heavy
" does not mean
HEAVY......... the
SHREDDER rolls

up into a compact

18" X 28"! The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES.....
*= floor v D-rings * rope

- splash screen -« foot stirrups Airtight [nﬂalﬂhles
SHREDDERS g&?ﬁﬂmm

STANDARD MODEL SPECS.... MATERIALS = 3

* length = 124~  » color = black 3 H

» width = 58" * weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - 3_21 pasﬁm

* tube diameters available = 185", 20", 21" Box 36 Ohiopyle.

» neoprene/nylon ASK FOR TONY
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Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Ric Alesch
14262 West Warren Place
Lakewood, CO 80228

BlII Baker
2953 Birch Street
Denver, CO 80207

Pope Bamw
136 13th Street SE
Washington,DC 20003

Lee Belknap
1308 Maryland Avenue
Glen Ellen, VA 23060

Risa Shimoda Callaway
P.0. Box 375
Denver, NC 28037

Tom Christopher
931 Union Street Rear
Leorninster, MA 01453

Bob Gedekoh
Box 228, RD 4
Elizabeth, PA 15037

Susan Gentry
52 Albemarle Place ¥16
Asheville, NC 28801

Bob Glanville
66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

Joe Greiner
404 Stacy Street
Raleigh,NC 27607

BllI Hildreth
78 Beechwood Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

Lars Holbek
Box 63
Colorna, CA 95613

Diana Holloran

Route 1, Box 90
Fairview Mountain Road
Reliance, TN 37369
Joo Pulllam

P.O. Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748

Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015

Pete Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Road
West Sand Lake, NY 12196

Ron Stewart
PO. Box 1337
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Mac Thoraton
228-1/2 12th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Barry Tuscano
RD 1, Box 32
Bolivar, PA 15923

Charlie Walbridge
230 Penllyn Pike
Penllyn, PA 19422

AWA OFFICERS

Pr s i e 153 S Ll

Vice President: Rick Alesch

Secretary: Charlie Walbridge
Treasurer: Jim Scott

AWA STAFF

Phyllis B. Horowitz, Executive Director
P.0. Box 85

Phoenicia, NY 12464

(914) 688-5669

Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director
Richard Hoffman, Access Program Director

8630 Fenton Street, Suite 910,
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Phone (301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121
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fliGH PERFORMA

CAU OR WRITE FOR FREE BR

CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

TS T O
PADDLES
AMD
REFPAIRS
idy

(615) 9869387 *

Craldicr Rdverdure Confer

__CALL US TODAY |
(717) 443-9532
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— LEARNWITH THE PROS «=

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all
included.

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day s on easy whitewater.

WHITEWATER CHALLANGERS GUIDE SCHOOL




Don't be sticky...

Let $20 find aholein your pocket®;

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship feeis funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater.. :
professional whitewater magazine in the world! .
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PURPOSE......

The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our misson isto conserve
America's whitewater resour ces
and to enhance opportunitiesto
safely enjoy them.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) is a national
organization with a member ship
of over 8000 individual
whitewater boating enthusiasts
and more than 100 local
paddling dub affiliates.

EDUCATION. Through publication of
the magazine, American Whitewater, and
by other means, the AWA providesinfor-
mation and education about whitewater
rivers, boating saf ety, technique, and
equipment.

river

CONSERVATION: AWA maintainsa
compl ete national inventory of whitewater
rivers, monitorsthreatsto thoserivers,
publishesinformationon river conserva-
tion, providestechnical advicetolocal
groups, workswith government agencies,
and —when necessary — takeslega ac-
tionto prevent river abuse.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting

| events, contestsand festivalsto raise

i fundsfor river conservation, includingthe
| Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Tennessee

| and the annual Gauley River Festivalin
West Virginia, thelargest gatheringof

| whitewater boatersin the nation.

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safety, publishesreportson whitewater
accidents, and maintainsboth a uniform
national ranking system for whitewater
rivers(the International Scale of
| Whitewater Difficulty) aswell asaninter-
nationaly recognized whitewater saf ety
code.

.the best semi-

Plus--every

RIVER ACCESS: Toassure publicac-

| cesstowhitewater riversAWA arranges

for river access through privatelands by
negotiationor purchase, seeksto protect
theright of public passageon all rivers
and streams navigableby kayak or canoe,
and resi stsunjustified restrictionson gov-
ernment-managedwhitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporatedunder Missouri
non-profitcorporationlawsin 1961and
maintainsitsprincipa mailing address at
PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. The
phone number is914-688-5569. AWA istax
exempt under section 501({c)(3) of theln-
ternal Revenue Cocke.

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes | want tojointhe AWA and receive asubscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resourcesand promote river safety.

Name

Address

I would like to make an additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

AWA membership dues.............cou.e.
WDP contribution
Total aMOUNt .....covverseeeeeerereerererrereens

American Whitewater v Gauley Festival 1994

| would beinterested in working asan AWA volunteer.
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North
AMmerican
River
Runners
Inc.

COME SEE US AT OUR GAULEY FEST BOOTH

-PERCEPTION KAYAKS -PATAGONIA
-EXTRASPORT -KOKOTAT
-STOHLQUIST -USED KAYAK SCHOOL EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL GAULEY FEST PRICES!

HEY PADDLERSI!!
CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT:

-KAYAK GUIDE SERVICE ON THE GAULEY RIVER
-KAYAK, C-1, OPEN BOAT INSTRUCTION
-RAFT-SUPPORTED KAYAK OVERNIGHTS ON THE GAULEY

1-800-950-25895

North American River Runners Outfitters Shop is located on US Rt 60
114 mile west of US Rt 19 in Hico, WV
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Rich. Williams—Boulder
Field, Nisqually River.

Boof and
continued

determineif weweregoing to
runit or not.

Therewasalot of roomon
shore, so wewalked up and
downthe rapidlooking at it
from many angles. After delib-
eratingfor awhile, | decidedto
portage. The portagerouteis
straightforward and easy, a
wonderful featureto haveat
the hardest drop ontheriver.

Rick Williams took alook
& the"Boulder Field” and de-
cided that he couldrun it. Pete
Flanagan and Randolph Pierce
also decided that they could
runthedrop. They al had
great lines. After watching
them, | would giveserious con-
siderationtor unni ng it mysdf
nexttime.

The canyon throughthi s
lower section o river remains
impressive. Even thoughthi s
sectionisthe hardest part of the
river and isconfinedto anar-
row canyon, the portage routes
are straight forward, roomy and
essy. Thisfact openstheriver
upto alargesegment of the
kayaking public. Whileindi-
vidud rapidsmeay beat a
person's skill leve, the ease of
portaging thetwo or threesg
nificant dropsmakesthi s river
accessibleto many. | portaged
thefirst haf of the"Boulder
FHed'and | r an thesecond half.
Thesecond hdf o thedropisa
flying S-turn among threelarge
boulders.
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PATAGONIA MAKES SPIRITED,
FUNCTIONAL CLOTHING FOR

%, WHITEWATER SPORTS ~ ® N\

For a free, calor catalog with information on
gur complete line of technical clothing, layering
systems and sportswear and the name of your
nearest Fatagonia dealer, please call or wgl'l."r

patagonia
1-800-336-9090

P.O. Box 8900, Depl. T1362F's 7ol
Bozeman, MT 559715

.* £,
|

- Tllmmi.l pledges 1'% of sale 1o the
drwl pesitgstian of he ALTErS] Fnsen .
LY
b

We o't send you a eatalog smless you ask for
one i we WON't sell wamm name fo anyone.
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CONSERVATION

Box Canyon—LaGrande
Canyon of the Nisqually
River; AWA Whitewater test,
June 1994.

Boof and
Boorie
continued

Thefind rapid beforethe
powerhouse and theend of the
canyoniscaled"Boof and
Boogi€'. Therapidstarts with
asix-foot vertical drop, fol-
lowed by chute after chute of
wide open classIII toIV
whitewater. Th s rapid can be
run in a hundred different
wayd Duringthelast trip, ev-
erybody (except thetwo who
weretaking pictures) ranthis
rapid at the same time. There
were boats everywhere, each
exploringtheir own routes—or
boofs—through the rapid.

Below Boof and Boogie,
welooked upfromthelarge
bouldersthat dot the riverbed
tothevibrant greenmoss
cingingto thecanyonwalls.
Ouzels (American Dippers)
watched aswe passedthem
by. Osprey and Turkey VVu-
turessoared overhead. Violet
Green Swallowscarved their
way throughtheairinsearch
d insectsand amed. This
river hasit dl. Great
whitewater, excellentscenery,
and wildlife.

TheNisqually River's
LaGrande Canyon, withits
magnificent canyon wallsand
exquisitescenery, isapremier
whitewater experience. Impor-
tantly, many peopleinthe
whitewater community have
theskills neededto runth s
river; itisa publicresource
that local paddierswould useif
giventhe opportunity. | am
hard pressed tot hi nk of any
river in the areathat iscompa
rabletothe LaGrande Canyon,
especially onewi thi nan hour's
driveof alarge populationcen-
ter. The LaGrande reach of the
Nisqually istruly unique.

Simply put, | lovedit.®
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1d and Waeall

CLAHKE ouUTy GRS

PMatia

S
(203) 672-6365 NCES

e

U.S.Rt.7,Box 302 *ACCeg
West Cornwall, CT 06796 SORIEs
— Dy Sits (Stohlquist, Bermudes)
— Pglgéalro%ylene'lc':hoglsand Bot t ons SALES
4—P esby Mit , Prijon, Backlund,
and Wenonah RENTALS
— Boatsby Prijon, Perception, Wenonah, and CTION
i Mad River

— Pogies, Paddle Jackets, and P.F.D’s
— PFil
i e Sweatersand Pant s HORS:
Weekdays10-5, Sit. & Qun. 96
10% D scount to dl HACKS, FRC, and CCRA members. Closed Tuesdays

c n M PMO ﬂ ﬁ? | ncr?;mlun
:. v\ smatera

WATER SPORTS
HEADQUARTERS

FHEE DISG[II.IIIT . &

"'.

PO BOX 700-GF34 = »q# - :
SADDLE RIVER, NJ 07458-0700 Mo (Wt
(800) 230-2151 __.——a_-v.h-r-;;e..., L Torremt Dezige:
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DEALERS

ALABAMA
Alabama Small Boats, Maylene, 800 874-5272

ALASKA
Wild Alaska Riven, Anchorage, 907 344-9453

ARIZONA
Watersedge, Tucson, 800 999-RAFT

CALIFORNIA
The Boat People, Son Jose, 408 258-7971
Long Beach Water Sports, Long Beach, 310 432-0187
Pacific River Supply, B Sobrante, 510 223-3675
Whitewater Outlet, San Rafael, 415 721-0708

COLORADO
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-0133
ColoradoKayak, Buena Vista, 800 535-3565
Four Comers River Sports, Dumngo, 800 426-7637
Dawr The River Equip. Co., Wheat Ridge, 303 467-9489
Phoenix Raft Equipment, Grand Junction, 303 243-4424

IDAHO
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchum, 208 726-8818
Idaho Whitewater Unltd., Meridian, 208 888-3008
Canyon Whitewater, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932

Riverwear, Twin Falls, 208 736-8714

River 1, Inc,, Challis, 208 879-5300
Northwest River Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202

Idaho River Sports, Boise, 208 336-4844

MONTANA
Tmihead, Missoula, 406 543-6966

NEVADA
Sierra Nevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-0164

NBW YORK
Wear @ Earth, Potsdam, 315 265-3178

OREGON
Cascade Ouffitters, Springfield, 800 223-RAFT
Alder Creek Supply, Portland, 503 285-0464

SOUTH CAROUNA
Chattooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9081

TEXAS
Canoesport Texas, Inc.,, Houston, 713 660-7000
WASHINGTON
REIL, All Stores, 800 999-4RE|
The River Rat, Tacoma, 206 535-2855
Swiftwater, Seatle, 206 547-3377
Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871

WYOMING
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474

CANADA
Totem Outdoor Outfitter, Calgary, AB, 403 264-6363

NEW BRUNSWICK
Eastem Outdoors, Brunswick, 506 634-1530

THAILAND
Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket, 6676-212-172

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE
Support Your Local Dealer

YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER = THANK YOU

Wed like to think the use of the latest technology

and innovative design made usthe

best seller. But, the

credit goes ta

all you AIREheads who have supported us through the years
and told your friends about AIRE. About our catarafts.

About our rafts. About our

inflatable kayaks

and seakayaks. Thanks.

RISE

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AW, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 {208) 344-7506 FAX {800) 701-AIRE
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Issues For

Despitethefact that Neil Young ad-
vised"It's better to burn out than fade
awvay"—advicefollowedtothe letter
NirvanasKrt Coban—river issuesare
morelikely to do just theopposite. River
conservationand access problemsare usu-
dly resolved only after yearsof effort. Ina
truly spectacular example, Kentucky's Red
River wasfindly designated as Wild and
Scenic—13 yearssinceit wasfound €li-
gble

Whet distinguishes1994/5 will be
AWASincreasedfocuson river accessis
sues. Spearheading thiseffort will be Rich
Hoffman, AWA's newly hired AccessPro-
gram Coordinator. The 1994 Top 40 re-
flectsthistrend, weighingin at 15ex-
tremely noteworthy access problems.
Among the access problem heavyweights
aredl riversinthe satedf Georgiawhich
aregoverned by particularly restrictive
statelaws. Inaddition, Rocky Mountain
boatersface access problemson three of
the best whitewaterr uns of thearea: the
Arkansas, Gore Canyon, and Utah's
Westwater Canyon. Accesstothe
Y dlowstoneRiver alsor arks at thetop of
AWA's project lis.

AWA's upcomingagendawvillinclude
ongoingeffortsto restore whitewater

throughthe hydropower relicensing pro-
cess. Whiletraditional river conservation
fights center around maintainingthe status
quo by fighting off new threats, the hydro
dam relicensing processgivesboatersa
chanceto win back previoudylost
whitewater stretches. AWA's July
whitewaterstudy on Washington's
Nisqually River unlocked astunninggorge
that hasbeen off-limitsto boating since
1913,

Onthepalicy leve, river conservation
effortsare seeking mema sol utionsto the
ever-growingarray of problemsthat rivers
face. Oneparticular need isashiftframa
focuson river corridorsto watersheds.
AWA ismonitoringthe progressd severd
new legidativeeffortsthat attempt to redi-
ret thisfocus. Anotherimportant effort
that AWA hasparticipatedin isHR 4213—
nicknamed the River Registry Bill —which
hasthe potential to provide a key bottom-
up counterpartto the Wild and Scenic Riv-
EfSAct.

Whitewater threats, however, are not
limited tothe U.S. The permanent|ossof
ChileésBio-Bioand current threatsto the
Futaleaufu (Chile), Pacuare (CostaRica)
and Reventazon (Cogta Rica) offerjusta
glimpsed somed the upcomingfightsto
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by Pope Barvou
Rich Bowwrs g
Rich Moffman

protect international whitewater rivers.

Toend on apositivenote, ANA hy-
drol ogistshave devel oped a modd —by
taking into account the probabl e positions
o theJet Stream, the El N i o effect and
butterfliesflappingtheir wings in China—
that can accurately predict weather condi-
tionsand stream flows acrossthe country
for an entireyearin advance! Theytel us
that 1994/5 promisesto be oned high wa
ter for riversthroughout the U.S.! Seeyou
ontheriver....

(Pleasenotethat the Top 40 ligt isnot
ranked in order of importance. Wede-
cided to movefrom West to East Coast
th's year to makeit look better on our
map!)

To helpwithsomeof thejargon, here
isanincompletelis of what variousacro-
nymsstandfor

FERC = Federa Energy Regulatory Com:
mission

BLM = Bureau of Land Management
NPS = Nationa Park Service

TVA = TennesseeVdley Authority

DNR = Departmentof Natural Resources
EIS = Environmenta Impact Statement
NIMO = Niagara Mohawk
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1. Clavey River, California

Issue: Hydropower dam; Wid and Sce-
nic Designation

Current Status: A 1990 proposa for a
$700 million five dam power project by
the Turlock Irrigation District isbeing
evauatedthroughan EISwhichisduein
mid-summer; a FERC licensng decision
may follow as early as1995. Inthe mean-
time, the Tuolorne River Preservation
Trust,dongwith AWA, the SierraClub
and American Riversisseeking Wild and
Scenicstatusfor thisoutstandingfishery
and recreational stream. The Clavey isone
of Cdiforniasfew remaining free-flowing
riversand offersover 20 milesof ClassIV-
V whitewater. Please see separate Clavey
articleinthi sissue!

For moreinformation, contact Johanna
Thomasat (415) 292-3531 or AWA Re-
gional CoordinatorSusan Scheufele at
(408) 459-7978.

2. Mokelumne, California

Issues. Hydro relicensing,accessre-
strictions, proposed hydropower project

Current status: Whitewater flow tests
were conductedon the ClassIV-V Devils
Noseand Tiger Creek Dam runs, the Class
I Ponderosa run, and the Class1I Electra
runlast summer. Pacific Gasand Electric
(PG&E) has offered recreational flowson
the Electrar un, whileAWA hasrequested
recreationalflowsonal | theruns. FERCis
dill rulingon the relicensingd these
PG&E dams. Meanwhilethe Middle Bar
run remainsclosed toall recreational use
duetorestrictionsby the East Bay Munidi-
pa UtilitiesDistrict (EBMUD). Thi sisa
navigablewaterway but EBMUD isreluc-
tant to let boating get a seriousfoothold
onthi s runsince they want to keep the op-
tion open of raising Pardee Dam to bring
morewater to Oakland. The DevilsNose
Dam project wasturned down by FERC,
but Amador County isappealing therul-
ing.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Regiona Coordinator Susan Scheufel eat
(408) 459-79780r Nancy Dagle at (510)
237-6976.

"Ken Kastorff isa patient, masterful
teacher. Thereismuch to be
learned by trusting his guidance."

—Outside Magazine

1 ENL R SV R W | LTy

A program designed for
paddlerswhoingst on
quality,innovation and resuilts.
Our team o instructorsare
recognizedfor their experience
and professiona dedicationto
kayaking; names synonymous
with the principles underlying
instructiontoday.

Whatewer your skill kevel
we will help you reach
your goals.

We are based in the hub
of Southeasternwhitewater:
with riversranging fromthe
beginningleve through expert.
Our instructionseason extends
from Marchinto October.

Travd with usthisfdl and
winter tointernational riverd
CodgtaRica isour specidty,
with intermediate, advanced
and expert levels.

Quality kayak instruction
and specialty kayak trips.

Cdl or writetoday for our
color brochureon how you
can excd a kayaking. Endless
River Adventuresinvitesyou
to sharealifetime'sworth of
paddling opportunities!

PO Box 246, Bryson City, NC 28713 ® Phone/Fax 7041488-6199

Worldwide E-Mail, CompuServe 71604,1240
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3. North and Middle Forks,
American River, California

Issue: dam proposal

Current Status: For thelast decade,
various"oldwater dinosaurs™ havetried
to resurrect the Auburn Dam project at
both thefederal and statelevels, and the
Cdiforniariver group Friendsof the River
hashad to spend most of itstimeand re-
sourcesfighting off theselegidative ef-
forts. Thelatest version, aso-called " envi-

ronmental dam”, stalled in the Cdifornia
State Assembly earlierthi s year and also
failedto passthe CdiforniaState Senate
inJuly, but may come up for asecond
voteinthe State Senatelaterthi s year.
Ironically, the San Francisco Bay/Delta,
the primary water beneficiary under the
latest bill, could actually be harmed by the
lossaf normal spring flowsheld back by
thedam.

If thedamiseventudly built, the big
winnerswiill bethelocal developersin
Placer County and adjacent countieswho
wiill get afree new source of water asthe
second and third water beneficiaries.
Thesecountiescantill developrdatively
inexpensivesourcesfor new water, but
most of them don't want to pay for water

Q Glitter Lids Helmets

 Extrasports
Lifejackets

[ Kokatat Drysuits
& Pile

development becausethey believethat the
federal government promisedthemthi s
water two decadesago as part of the origi-
nd Central Vdley Project. Theloserswiill
bethe state taxpayers, who will be subsi-
dizing(to thetune of $2.2 billiondallars) a
water supply that thelocal countiesare
unwilling to pay for, and boaters, who will
losethe ClassIV and Class I runson both
the North and Middle Forksdf theriver
(24 boatable mileson eachfork).

For moreinformation, contact Charles
Casey at Friendsd the River, at (916) 442-
3156

. 0 Wood
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4. Stanislaus River,
California

Issue: Water project

Current Status: The Stockton East wa:
ter district hasalmost finished buildinga
$52 milliontunnel and water conveyance
facilitiesto remove up to 160,000acre-feet
of so-cdled"surplus’ water from the New
MelonesReservoir, based on asecret 1984
contract withthe Interior Department. Cd
Troutiscurrently litigatingthe 404 water
permit dueto thefailureof the Corpsof
Engineersand Stockton East to do an EIS
beforethe permit wasissued, as per the
federal Clesn Water Act and National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) guiddines.
Stockton East saysit wantsto replenish
the undergroundwater supply, but inreal-
ity someor dl of thewater islikely to be
used to heavily urbanize rural areasin San
Joagquin County, and there hasbeenno
publicinvolvementin thisattempted wa-
ter grab.

The Stanislaus River below the tunnel
hasthe ClassIV Goodwin Dam run (the
mitigationfor losing the Camp 9 run when
New Mdonesdam was built), and the
Classll KnightsFerry run. A million
peopleayear usethe Stanislausfrom
Goodwin to the ocean. The Stanislaus
River Council, comprised of representa-
tivesdf variousenvironmental groups,is
working to keep water from beingdi-
verted out o the river. The New Meones
Dam contract specifiesthat water should
not bediverted " out of basin”, and there
wiill be state Water Board hearingsheld on
thisissuein the next coupledf years. Also,
there will be asupplemental EI'S proceed-
ing on the Stockton East water diversion.
River activistsshould get involved with
both the Water Board hearingsand the
supplemental EIS. For further informa
tion, contact John Murphy of Cd Trout at
(209) 527-6242, Richard Roos-Collins of
the Natura Heritage I nstituteat (415) 288-
0550, or LaurieMcCann of the Stanislaus
River Council at (916) 448-0326.

5. Kern River, California

Issue: Relicensing

CurrentStatus: SouthernCalifornia
Edisonisapplying to FERC for a new 30
year licensefor Kern River Number 3
(KR3), ahydroelectric project on the Up-
per Kemnwhich controlsflowsfor 22 miles
of ClassIII-V water! AWA isworking to
secure morewhitewater releasesforthi s
stretch. Thejuxtapositionaf incredible
whitewater and a large population center
(L.A.) could result in ahugeeconomic
windfall tothestate of Californiafrom ex-
panded recreation. DuringJune, AWA par-
ticipated in a whitewater feasibility study

to determineboatable flowsand safety is
sues. (See articlein May/June Journal for a
more completeupdate.)

Ontheupper "Forks' run, the Forest
Service hasinitiated a new permit system
designed tolimitimpactson the canyon.
Under the new 1994 program, useislim-
ited to only 15 boatersper day, and al ap-
plicantsneed to enter alottery for permis-
sion. Thissystemseverely restrictspri-
vate, day-useboatersfrom accessinga
great run.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453.

6. Trinity, California

Issue: Accessand Relicensing

Current Status. Developershave
erected afenceand gate across a key river
point on the Wid and Scenic South Fork
of theTrinity Riverin CdiforniaThe
fence eliminatesriver accessfor thetwo
principalruns inthi s river canyon,includ-
ingthe Three Bearssection. The public
hasaccessedtheriver heresince 1948
over what hasawaysbeen understoodto
be publicland. The Forest Serviceistrying
to negotiatealand swap with the develop-
erstoobtainan aternativeriver access. If
theland swap proposal fails, litigation will
be necessary to protect publicaccessto
thi s river. Both the AWA and the Six Riv-
ersPaddling Clubare preparingto act as
co-defendants should alawsuit prove nec-
essary. The South Fork has whitewater
ranging from ClassII through IV.

Central Vdley Project Damswhich
control flowsto the Trinity (including
Burnt Ranch Gorge) are upfor relicensing
in 2006. Discussionsare beginning now on
how to increaseflowsfor recreationand
fishery purposes. ANVA wiill work with fed-
eral and state agencies,aswell aslocal en-
vironmental organizationstoimprove
boatingflows.

For moreinformation, contact Dave
Kruger at (707) 442-95980r AWA Access
Coordinator Rich Hoffman (301) 589-9453.

7. Klamath River, Oregon

I ssues: Hydro devel opment, Wild and
Scenic

Current status. The City of Klamath
Fallshasappliedfor anew projectonthe
Upper Klamathwhich will requirea new
401 certificateunder the Federal Clean
Water Act asthefirst step. Thelnterior
Department'sdraft EA foundtheriver to
bedigiblefor Wild and Scenic status, and
thefina EA iswaitingto be released, but
isbelieved to bestalled withinthe depart-
ment dueto politica reasons. Yau can
writeto Bruce Babbitt, and ask himtosign
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it, a thefollowingaddress: Secretary
BruceBabbitt, Dept. of theInterior,18th
and C Streets NW, Washington, D.C. 20240

InJuly, the AWA presented testimony
to support thedigibility of the Klamathas
aNational Wid and Scenic River. The Up-
per Klamath offersClassIV whitewater
(some 74 major rapids) and year round
boatingflows.

For copiesof AWA testimony contact
AWA ConservationDirector Rich Bowers
(301) 589-9453 or for moreinformation,
contact L ouiseBilheimer of Pacific Rivers
Council at (503) 345-0119.

8. ElwhaRiver, Washington

Issue: Dam Remova

Current Status: 1n 1992, Congress
passed the "ElwhaRiver Ecosystemand
FisheriesRestoration Act.” Itisan awe-
somesuccessthat dl parties—including
James River Co. (the dam"owner),
Daishowa mill, City of Part Angeles,the
Lower ElwhaTribe, environmental, recre-
ational, and fishing groups--cameto this
legidative consensusin 1992 to remove
the damsand restorethe ElwhaRiver!
Thejust-released | nterior Department
"ElwhaReport," hasdeterminedthat "dam
removal isfeasibleand is necessary for
thefull restorationof the ecosystemand
nativeanadromousfisheries.”

Sowhat's the catch?—money! The
"ElwhaReport" concludesthat "the costs
tofully restorethe Elwha ..are generally
onapar withtherestorationactivities
elsewhereintheregion." Thi s isabargain
whenthe end result will be removal o the
two damsand the releaseof moret han 70
pristine milesof anadromous habitat in
the Olympic Nationa Park! It would bea
tragedy if thiswhole, enlightened process
iswashed downthetubesduetolack of
funding!

For moreinformation contact Friends
of the Earth at (206) 633-16610r AWA Re-
giond Coordinator Carol Vak at (206)
876-6780.

9. Skokomish River,
Washinaton

Issue: Relicensing

Current Status. ThisFERC relicensing
wiill beadoosie! TheCushman project
providesa perfectexample df just how en-



vironmentally destructivea hydro project
can be. Theancient Cushman project
twice damsthe North Fork of the

; with ma provision for fish pas-
sage, then virtualy dewatersthe remaining
riverbed by sending the water through
tubesto aremote powerhouseonthe
Hood Cand.

Thedebateisaready heating
up...becausethereisalarge group of local
residentswho want to keep the damsfunc-
tioning exactly asthey have been. Itis
ironic that these residentsliveon Lake
Cushman, and |easetheirland fromthe
projectowner, TacomaCity Light! If
FERC requiresTacomaCity Light to re-
|leasesomewater into the North Fork be-
low the dams, an intermediate kayak run
would be born.

For moreinformation contact AWA
Conservation Director Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453 or AWA Regiond Coordina-
tor Carol Vdk at (206) 876-6780.

10. Wynoochee River,
Washington

Issue: Whitewater Releases

Current Status: Thi s isascenicgorge
runthat isrunnable year-round, because of
an upstream "flood control" dam that pro-
videsaminimumflow of 190 cfs. Several
yearsago, the citiesof Tacomaand Aber-
deen obtaineda FERC licenseto add hy-
dropower facilitiestotheexisting
Wynoocheedam. It madesense. For one
thing, it may prevent another free-flowing
river from being dammed. For another, we
wereassured that hydropower generation
on the Wynoochee would have no negative
effect on recreational flowsor fish habitat.
Now that the hydrofacilitiesare com-
pleted, thelicenseeshave changed their
tune, and want to operatethe Project to
maximize power production—and there
goesour minimum 190 cfsto boat on!

For moreinformation contact AWA Re-
giond Coordinator Carol Vak at (206) 876
6780.

11. Gispus River,
Washinoton

Issue: Access, Hydro dam construc-
tion?

Current Status. The"Lower" Cispusis
apopular, playful ClassII run. Boaters
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liketo takeout at the confluencewith the
Cowlitz River, or @ RM 1.5. Access o the
lower few milesof river has been denied
sincetheaccessroad wasgated. Worse
yet isthe possibility that FERC will li-
cense yet another project on the Cispus.
We've already lost a mile of the Cispus
the Cowliiz Falls run!) o the Cowlitz
adlsproject. Thisproject, if approved,
would takeanother 4 1/2 miles of the
Cispus! Proponentsof thehhydroproject

-+ .1
minint=
L E

Y

Elements of the Frijon advantage:
= High performunct i every design

» Thestranges pactic qualld by swee

——

The Gambler if a very fast, compact kayak. Ity fymmetrical
\ ul growides speed, stability and cantral in tight
desteats and waterfall jemping. An excellent choict for

hul and wide low volme stern. Resitance free ipinniag,
imeatanesa enders and wbelierable e contrl make For o oo (o
this the altimate rodes hole and wave virfing boat. WILDWASSER SPORT USA, INC.

-« Rewpharueury materal and mansfacturing praceies. HTP Mot and Extries Bowmelding

have “agreed” to have “recreafional re-
|eases" SIX DAYS per year at 1400 cfs'—
and enly jf me give them 24 hoyr notice in
advance!

For moreinformationcontact AWA
Conservation Director Rich Bowers at
(301) 589-9453 or AWA Regiond Coordi-
nator Carol Vdk & (206) 876-6780.
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12. Nisqually River,
Washington

Issue: Relicensingand Access

Saus. OnJune28, AWA conducteda
whitewater study onthi s river. Theresults
were wildly successful, asthe Nisqually
proved to be, in many ways, one of the
most outstandingruns inthi s state of al-
ready outstanding whitewater. The
Nisgudly Gorge offersatwo mile, Class
IV wildernessrun which combinesfan-
tastic pool-drop rapids (every rapid can be
portaged), play spots, and oneof the most
stunning box canyonsin thestate. In addi-
tion, dueto the existing hydro project, the
Nisgudly can providewhitewater flows
when other riversare too low. The City of
Tacomahasstated that it will fight
whitewater releasesevenif t he gorge
provesrunnable, SOthe next stepisto
work on providing schedul ed, dependable
flowsonthi s reach throughthe FERC pro-
cess. Workingwith fishinginterestsand
lake ownerswill be critical in establishing
appropriatetimesfor whitewater flows.
Seeseparate Nisqudly articleinthi s issuel

For moreinformation, contact AWA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersat
(301) 5899453,
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13. AlaskaRivers

Issue: Wild and Scenic

Current Status. Aspart o the process
of updatingthe Land Use Management
Plansfor the Tongass and Chugach Na-
tional Forests(our largest national forests
at 16 and 4 millionacresrespectively), the
Forest Serviceisstudyingriversthat are
digiblefor Wild and Scenic designation. In
the Tongass, the Forest Service hascon-
sidered 112 riversand found only 24 as
both dligibleand suitable. Forest planners
arejust beginning to review Chugach riv-
ers. Whitewater and other river userscan
play avitd roleinthe eventua Congres-
sional considerationof qualifiedrivers. Ba:
sicinformationisneeded onthe
whitewater riversof theseforests. If you
can contributetot hi s effort or need more
information, contact AWA Vol unteer Jack
Hession, SierraClub, 241 E. 5th Ave, #205,
Anchorage, AK, 99501, (907) 276-4048; and
ChrisDillon, Conservation Chair, Knik
Canoers and Kayakers, P.O. Box 101935,
Anchorage, AK, 99510.
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14. Mid-Snake, Idaho

Issue: Wild and Scenic; Recreation
Flows

Current Status: After asix-year cam-
paign by Idaho RiversUnited, the Compre-
hensive State Plan for the Middle Snake
River was passed by the Idaholegidature.
715 miles, including the outfitted
Hagerman and Murtaughr uns, are now
protected from new dams, athoughsub-
jecttofederal override. BLM recently rec-
ommended wild and scenicstudiesfor the
Murtaugh, Milner and Hagerman reaches.

INn 1988, FERC required (aspart of a
new licensefor the hydropower dam
which control sflowsfor the Murtaugh
section) at least 8 daysof rel easesannu-
dly for whitewater boating. Since then,
the applicanthasfailed to do thesetests
becauseaf alack of water. Whenthere
waswater (last year), they clamthat they
were unawared thi s fact sincethe Bureau
of Reclamationmanagesfor flood control
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on the Snake. AWA hopesto resurrect re-
quired flow studiesin thefutureso that re-
quired rel easesare madeavailable.

For moreinformation, contact Liz Paul
at Idaho Rivers United, (208) 343-7481, or
AWA Regiona Coordinator Mark Whiteat
(801) 582-3445.

15. North Fork Payette
River, Idaho

Issue: Hydropower prevention

Current Status: AWA was present on
Capital Hill during testimony for HR. 233
introduced by Representativelarry
LaRocco (Idaho). Thisbill—an amend-
ment to the Wild and Scenic RiversAct—
would ban dam constructionon the Class
V North Fork of the Payette, but would
produce no other changesinriver or land
management. Sentiment to keep the North
Fork wild haswidespread citizensupport,
leading |daho to adopt a Statewater plan
in 1992 that protectsthe North Fork. De-
spite this clear message, FERC has contin-
ued the review of Gem Irrigation Digtrict's
proposed dam that would divert amost all
of the North Fork's water.

For moreinformation, contact Liz Paul
at ldaho RiversUnited, (208) 343-7481.

16. Lower Salmon River,
|daho

Issue: Wid and Scenic designation
Current Status. Another Idaho river
bill, HR. 4083, would add 112 milesof the
Lower Salmon River to the National Wild
and Scenic RiversSystem, connectingitto
the upstream Wild and Scenic Man Fork

and Middle Fork. Unfortunately, power
boatersare not supportingt hi s bill out of
fear that they will be outlawed fromthi s
stretch, despitelanguagein the bill that
supports"traditional"uses.

Hatsoff to Idaho RiversUnited for
their persistent and dedicated effort!

For moreinformation, contact Liz Paul
at |daho Rivers United, (208) 343-7481.

17. Yellowstone River,
Wyoming/Montana

Issue: Access; Wild and Scenic desig-
nation

Status. TheY dlowgtone—the longest
free-flowingstretch of river in the conti-
nental U.S.—is being pushed towards Wild

and Scenic classificationby several river
groups. Thisdesignationwould eiminate
thethreat of acid minedrainagefromthe
recently proposed New World copper
minejust outsidedf the Park'sboundaries.
AWA supports Wild and Scenic designa-
tion, and will addressthe inequitabl etreat-
ment of boaterswith respect to accessin
the Y dlowstonecanyon. Currently, fisher-
men, hikers, and pack tripscan accessthi s
canyonand the upstream Y ellowstone
L akesees heavy motorboat and sailboat
use. A new park superintendentwill take
officein October, and AWA has opened
discussionswith him regarding boater ac-
cess.

For moreinformation,contact AWA
AccessCoordinator Rich Hoffman at (301)
589-9453.

18. Arkansas River,
Colorado

Issue: Access, Dam proposal

Status: Onceagain, the Arkansas
makesthe AWA top 40 InJune, no tres-
passingsignswere posted (alongwitha
guard) at the put-into the Numberssec-
tion of the Arkansas. L ater, signswerere-
moved and boaterswerealowed toac-
cesstheriver atthi s site, but thelong-term
fated thi s put-in remainsin question.
AWA isasking Sateand federal agencies
to either buy this50 acretract outright or
to purchasean easement that will secure
boater access. If this effort is unsuccess-
ful, ANA may buy theland. A proposed
dam that will supply ColoradoSprings
withaf ut ure water source also threatens
the Arkansasbe ow the Numbers, and to
datethe city has not released information
indicatinghow lakelevelsor lakefluctua
tionwill impact whitewater recreation

For moreinformation,contact AWA
Board Member Ric Alesch at (303) 985-
8620 or Access Coordinator Rich Hoffman
at (301) 589-9453.

19. Gore Canyon, Colorado

Issue: Access

Current Status: The Grand Ranch and
therailroad, who control accessto the
canyon, seem to have combinedforcesto
eliminateall lega and reasonableaccess
tothe ClassIV-V Gore Canyon of the Colo-
rado River. Currently, boatersaccessthe
river by consent of alocal landowner, but
must paddle over an hour o flatwater be-
foreeven reachingthe canyon. AWA will
work vith boatinginterests,local land-
owners, and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) to seek asolution.

For moreinformation,contact AWA
Board Member Ric Aleschat (303) 985-
8620 or Access Coordinator Rich Hoffman
at (301) 589-9453.
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20. Animas River, Colorado

Issue: PossiblelrrigationDiversion
and Access

Current Status: The proposed $640 mil-
lion Animas LaPlataProject, an environ-
mental concernfor many yearswould di-
vert water fromthe Animas near Durango
into the LaPlata, may well diefromitsown
economic infeasibility. The Government
Accounting Office recently issued asum-
mary report whichfoundthi s projectto be
far too costly for the publicto underwrite.
Further oppositionto thisproject comes
fromthelocal Riverfront Task Force, who
opposethisproject becauseitisnotinline
with proposed riverfront plansfor thecity.
Local grassroots groupsare pushingfor
public meetingsto offer further opposition
and to seek alternatives.

From Gateway Park in Durango to the
New Mexico border, thereiscurrently no
legal public accesstothe Animas. Inapro-
posed land swap between the county and
thecity,a 17 acre parcel may become
availablefor acity park. If successful,this
park wouldinclude publicaccessto the
river for whitewater boaters. Severa pri-
vateland holdingsare aso upfor salein
thi s area, and could eventualy offer an-
other answer to thisaccess concern.

For moreinformation,call Nancy
Jacquesat (303) 259-3209.

21. Wolf River, Wisconsin

Issue: Proposed Mine

Current Status: The proposed Crandon
copper minecould potentially reduceand
pollutegroundwater flow to the headwa
ters of this 25 mile Class1H11river. This
applicationis particularly distressingbe-
causeit occurs upstream of asection that
isdesignated as Wild and Scenic,and high
lightsthe concern that even our most out-
standingriversare not fully protected
from devel opment pressures.In May the
AWA supplied testimony to the Wisconsin
DNR whoisreviewing themine applica
tion.

For moreinformation,or for copiesof
AWA testimony,contact AWA Conserva
tion Director Rich Bowersat (301) 589-
9453.

22. Pine River, Wisconsin

Issue: Relicensing

Current Status: Thisproject highlights
area probleminthecurrent relicensing
process—the doublestandard that FERC
upholdsregardingthe financial capabili-
tiesof the applicant. Sincethe Pineisa
small and uneconomical project, FERC
hasruled that the applicant does not need
to providethelevd of mitigationrequired
at other sites. For boatersand fishermen,



thi s meansno schedul ed whitewater re-
leasesand no year round nit ni num
instream flows. The applicant, however,
will needto provideaccessand aflow
phonegauge to maket hi s short ClassIV-V
sectionavailableto boaters. AVA isin-
volved with both federal and state agen-
ciesin overturning t hi s decisionand push-
ingfor stronger compliance.

For moreinformation, contact ANVA
Consarvation Director Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453.

23. West Branch Penobscot,
Maine

Issue: Relicensing

Current Status. After amost ayear of
negotiation between conservation/recre-
ation interests(including AWA) and
Bowater/Great Northern Paper, no agree-
mentshave been reached. Inthelatest set
of events, the paper companieshaveat-
temptedto circumvent the entire FERC
relicensing process, and to politicaly pres
sure state representativesinto granting
them a new license with no environmental
or recreational stringsattached. Last year,
just prior to publicscoping meetings,

these companieslaid off several hundred
workers, thereby fuelingajobsvs. theen-
vironment debate.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453.

24. Moxie Stream, Maine

Issue: Dam removal

Current Status. Central Maine Power
(CMP) hassoldthisstorageprojecttothe
town of The Forks (population38), and
hasstated that it nolonger has responsi-
bility for safety, conservation, or recre-
ational concernsonthis river. In doing
th's, CMPhaselevatedt hi s small project
to national prominence. Moxi€s outstand-
ing recreational and ecological values, to-
gether with questionson futuredam
safety, could make Moxiethe primeex-
ampleadf why dam decommissioningisso
critical tothefuturehheath of rivers.
Moxiestream providesa gorgeoustwo
mile, Class|V run during winter draw-
down.

For moreinformation, contact ANVA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453.

R

COMPOSITES

25. Kennebec River, Maine

Issue: Relicensing; Access

Current Status: FERC will addressthe
cumulativeimpactsof 11 separate hydro
projectsonthi s watershed, including
whitewater i mpactsbel ow Moosehead
Lakeand on MoxieStream. Cumulative
impactshasbeenamagjor focusd the
AWA and the Hydropower Reform Codli-
tion and will set the stagefor futurestud-
iesonthi sissue. Unfortunately,the Indian
Pond project, which control swhitewater
accessto the Kennebec Gorge, hasnot
beenincludedin FERC's study. Therefore,
Central Maine Power's $1feefor river ac-
cesswill not be addressed during this
study. AWA iscontinuingto work with
CMPon eliminatingt hi s feethrough other
discussions.

For moreinformation, contact ANVA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453.
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26. South Branch of the
Moose, New York

Issue: Access

Current Status: Paddlersar e awaitinga
decisionon theappeal of an earlier New
York State Supreme Court decision about
paddlingrightstoa ClassIl segment of the
upper Moo River. An adversedecision
wouldrequirealot of effortto appeal. A
decisionfavoring paddlerswill likely re-
sultin morelitigation, this timeon
whether ther unisnavigable: a hydrolo-
gist for the opposition has claimedthat the
I un hastoo many rocks and rapidsto be
paddied. AWA’s CharlieWabridgewill be
the Star Witnessfor paddlers. Regardless,
wearelookingat yearsof morelitigation.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Board Member Pete Skinner at (518) 585-
7580.

27. Grasse River, New York
(Tooley Pond Segment)

Issue: Access

Current Status. Rivaingthe Bottom
Moose's spectacular waterfalls,thi s seg-
ment of the Grasse in Northern New York
offersa uniquewhitewater r un. Unfortu-
nately, a hunting club ownsboth sides of
theriver and maintainsa policepresence
to chaseaway boaterseven thinkingabout
puttingin. Sinceone of thefallsrequiresa
portageabovethe mean high water line
(the Moose River Decision--see above—
says that it isOK to portage aslong asyou
are below the high water line, but issilent
about upland portages), portagerswill be
arrestedfor trespassing if they are caught.
Exactly how to deal withthi s sitefromle-
gd and other standpointshasbeenthe
subject of much debateamongtheriver
accesscognoscenti. Many haveargued
that litigatingtheissueof what rightsthe
publichasto portage about the high water
lineshould wait util the Moosecaseisre-
solved.

For moreinformation,contact AWA
Board Member Pete Skinner at (518) 585-
TEAN

28. Salmon River, New York
(near Pulaski)

Issue: Whitewater rel eases

Current Status: A hard fought battle
for 57 summer releaseson the SAmonare
now part of a Memorandumof Under-
standing (MOU) which we hopethat
FERC will adopt as conditionsin their
dam license. Part of that MOU isa"Flow
Advisory Pandl" made up of lotsof stake-
holders. Paddlerswill haveto participate
onthispanel to assurethat other interests
don't gobbleup theserel easesfor other
purposes, that Niagara Mohawk Power
(NIMO) livesuptoitspart of the bargain,
and that FERC doesall the right things.

For moreinformation, contact ANVA
Board Member Pete Skinner at (518) 585-
7580.

29, Sacandaga River, New
York

Issue: Whitewater rel eases

Current status. AWA and commercia
rafting companiesarefighting New York
Department of Environmental Conserva-
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AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory Riversat Risk—The Concer ned Citizens
~ Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/57 disk ($2.90 postage) Guideto Hydropower
*Revisedlistingd every whitewater river By JohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard
nationwide _ Roos-Callins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90

*River mapsfor all U S rivers _ postage)

*Includesmileage, accesspoints, ratings ¢ A study of whitewater's most seriousthreat r'

TheRiversof Chile AWA Safety Codes |
! ~ BylLarsHolbek, $5 ($1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.15 |
| ¢ A guideto morethan 20Chileanrivers oThe original criteriad boatingsafety |

| Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 \

It's not how good you paddle... it's how good you look!
D W

HITEWATER

PATCHES

DECALS i
POSTERS
| LICENSES &
item - V- B — (0 ¢ ___=
ANA T-shirtsavallaolein M,L, XL unlessnoted e290 up to 2 shirts) i
[ ] o0 LS n only

TheWider the Better: $10 SS $1250L8
Bold Look: Closeout LS Medium onl
Super Heavy, Super Sued T-shirts(M,L,XL)..
New Logo, SSonly, Grgpeor Forest $15

ANA River $10 e$l

] — AWMA LicensePlate Frames $5 (postage = J—I—I
1T ANAEmbroidered Paches &2 L — —

| Rodeo World ChempionshipPosters$h (postage $i1) 1POSTAG

American Whitewater ‘! Gauley Festival 1994




tion proposalsto shave much of the 4000
cfsmulti-hour rel easepatterns that ween-
joy onthelower Sacandagafor the cre-
ation o mgjor continuousflow regimes
(e.g. 600cfsall thetime). Although boat-
ersrecently cel ebrated (mid-July) the
opening o NIMO’s Sacandaga\Whitewater
Recreation Areg, theflowsthat makethi s
afamily paddling destinationmay end up
evaporatinginto fish habitat maintenance.
Thereisno doubt that alot of time and ad-
vocacy will be needed to maintain the S
tusquo.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Board Member Pete Skinner at (518) 585-
7580.

30. Raquette, Beaver,
Oswegatchie, Hoosic Rivers,
New York

Issue Whitewater Releases

CurrentStatus: Colton, Hannawa
Falls, Sugar Falls, Norfolk and East Nor-
folk areal very paddle-able hydro-devel-
oped sitesonthe Raquette in northern
New York. Feasibility studies already
completed haveshown that several of
them arevery attractive. Studieson other.
riverslisted above have shown that New
Y ork state paddling need not be limited to
the Hudson. AWA is negotiatingan agree-
ment with NIMO (perhaps through
relicensing, the 401 process and/or the
systemwidewhitewater plan approach)
whichwill make periodic rel easesavail-
ableinthefuture.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Board Member Pete Skinner at (518) 585-
7580.

KAYAK GHILE

Log stretches o giant waves. Big, run-
nable waterfals. Turquoise-clear water.
Volcanoes. Dense forests. Degp canyons.

Run the BioBio while the remans
unfinished. Then go on to the Fuy, Go!-Gol,
Manso, and Futaleufu rivers, in Chile and
Argentina. Cdl, fax, or write for a free
KAYAK CHILE KIT. Or send $15 ($12 plus
$3 postage) for the video, KAYAK CHILE,
n full color with narration and music.

Sport I nternational
The best international class V-V kayak trip.
1602 Alder Street
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1 A 3w8, Canada.
(403) 633-2742. Fax: (403) 633-6184.
Toll-free phone: (800) 779-1784.

31. Mongaup River, New
York

Issue: Whitewater rel eases

Current Status. The Kayak and Canoe
Clubdof New York and AWA continueto
fightfor 2turbinereleasesonthe
Mongaup, whileother interestsare trying
to eliminate thesingle turbinerel easeswe
aready have. Safety concernshave been
voiced about the Mongaup wave—a stand-
ing waveformedat the confluencewith
the Delaware—that forms at 2 turbine re-
leases. However, the utility which oper-
ates the hydro dam on the Mongaup has
been generating 2 turbinerel easesfor
years. The FERC hassupported additional
whitewater testing for thi S summer, but
the Nationa Park ServiceDirector onthe
Dedawareisattemptingto havethi s deci-
sion overturned.

For moreinformation, contact Ken
Fischman at (212) 228-5753.

32. Upper Youghiogheny,
Maryland

Issue: RecreationFlows

Current Status. Maryland'sDepartment
of Natural Resourcesissued afina permit
for the Deep Creek Project on Maryland's
Upper Youghiogheny River on April 5,
1994. The permit will last 12 years. How-
ever, one key featureof the permit was
left tofurther study: the"temperature en-
hancement" requirement. Thisisaman-
dateto rel ease water on hot summer days
to cool off parboiledtrout. Unfortunately,
theschemecould reduceflowsavailable
for whitewater. Accordingto AWA'’s law-
yer, Dave Plott, the temperatureenhance-
ment provisionsof thepermit areillegal
under Marylandlaw so AWA has appealed
thi s portionof the permit. Currently the
appeal isbeing"heldin abeyance' by the
Stateuntil morework isdoneto improve
the temperatureenhancement plan. In
| ast-minutenegotiations, however, ANA
did succeedin gaining other changesin
the permit (throughthe cooperation of the
Penelec Company). Penelecagreedtoa
longer whitewater flow season (from mid
April tomid October), toincrease
whitewater flowsin April and May, to
makemore Monday rel eases, to makeall
whitewater rel easesthree hourslong, to
generateat maximum dischargelevels
during low water, to make water available
annually for an August Upper Yough race
release, and to provideweekday rel eases
during Gauley season.

For further information, contact AWA
Board Member Pope Barrow, (202) 546-
3766
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33. Lower Youghiogheny,
Pennsylvania

Issue: Access

Current Status: Through negotiation
with PA State Parks, the AWA, ACA and
Friends of the Lower Yough have agreed
upon an interim plan which allowsfor ac-
cesswith no feesduring non-holiday
weekdays. Thesegroupswill have an op-
portunityt hi s summer to develop amore
comprehensive, permanent plan for thefu-
ture of thi s river. Meetingswill be held in
August tofleshoutthi s plan, whichwillin-
cludetheissuesdf accessfees, running
OhiopyleFalls, and an equitableuser dlo-
cationsystem.

For moreinformation, contact ANA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersor
AWA AccessCoordinator Rich Hoffmanat
(301) 589-9453.

34. Cheat River, West
Virginia

Issue: Water Quality

Thewater quality of the Cheat hasgone
from bad to worse. In May, a coa mining
company introduceda new source of acid
mine drainagei o theriver whichleft
paddl erswith a none-too-subtlemetallic
tasteintheir mouths, and, accordingto
waell-knownlocal Jim Snyder, left large or-
ange“eddy-muffins” a| aong theriver.
AWA, West Virginia River Codlition, the
newly formed Friends of the Chesat, and lo-
cal landowners arejoining thestateinits
effort to make mining companiesassume
the costs of mining cleanup, asisrequired
by West Virginia Law. Currently, the bur-
den of cleanupispassed onto the taxpay-
ers.

For moreinformation, contact Roger
Harrison at (304) 472-00250r AWA Cor+
servation Director Rich Bowersat (301)
589-9453.

35. 13 Riversin West
Virginia

Issue: Wildand Scenic Designation

TheWest VirginiaRiversCoalition
(VWWRO) hasbeenworkinghard to estab-
lish permanent protectionfor 13 outstand-
ing streamsin MonongahelaNational For-
est, including the headwatersaf the Cheat
(Shavers Fork) and thefruitbasket (Cran-
berry, Cherry). Thesestreams werefound
digiblein 1991, and we are now awaiting
the Forest Service draft ElSaspart d the
“suitability” phase. WVMRC hopesto havea
bill to Congresswithin two years.

For moreinformation, contact Roger
Harrison or Pam Merritt (new full time Wild
and Scenic Coordinator) at (304) 472-0025.



36. Gauley River, West
Virginia

Issue: Access

Current status: As part of their man-
datefor establishing the Gauley River Na
tional RecreationArea, the Nationa Park
Servicehasdrafted a proposal of their
plansfor theareathat issubject to public
comment. Whilethe Park Service recog-
nizesthat public accesstotheriver iscriti-
cal, the preferred access roadsto the river
areowned by commercial outfitters. AWA
hopesto gainlegal accessat Mason
Branch (Panther Mountain Road) and
Bucklick. Please see separatearticlein
thisissuel

For moreinformation,contact AWA
AccessCoordinator Rich Hoffman (301)
589-9453.

37. Clear Creek and
Crooked Fork, Tennessee

Issue: Weater supply reservoirs

Current Status: In partaresultof dedi-
cated grassroots activism, the Farmers
Home Administrationhasdecided to con-
duct afull EISbeforeloaning and granting
$3,370,000t0 the Catoosa Utility District's
proposed water supply reservoir. Catoosa
plansto dam atributary of Clear Creek u p
stream of the National Wild and Scenic
boundary line. Thisw n, however, isover-
shadowed by a similar water supply
project that isproposed on Crooked
Creek, atributary to Clear Fork (ClassI-II)
whichinturnisone of the mainstems of
the Big South Fork (ClassIII-IV). Inthi s
case, theFentress County Utility Dis-
trict—again with financia support from
the Farmers Home Administration—plans
to buildawater supply reservoir just
abovethe National RecreationArea
boundary.

Tennessee Citizensfor Wilderness
Planninghasrequested that TVA bethe
onesto conduct the EISon Clear Creek
and toincludeaplateau-widewater bud-
get anadysisthat would anayzethetrue
needs and costsof water supply for the
Cumberland Plateau and eliminatethe as-
sault of small, piecemeal projects. This
strategy paralelsAWA rdicensing efforts
to require basin-wide, comprehensive
management plansfor al watersheds.

For moreinformation,contact Lee
Russdll (615) 574-0860.

38. North Chickamauga
Creek, Tennessee

Issue: Wildernessdesignation; devel-
opment

Current Status. Last year, the entire
river left sideof this12 mile ClassIV-V
creek was protected under Bowater Inc.’s
"Pocket Wilderness' Program. However,
thereare plansfor development along un-
protected segments, specificallyat thetra
ditiona put-in.

Both the AWA and local interestswere
involved in solicitingfundsfor astrategic
management plan, and the AWA supplied
partial funding for avideo of the gorge.
Pleasesee separate articleinthi s issuel

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Board Member Ron Stewart at (615) 756-
3170.

39. Pigeon River, North
Carolina

Issue: Water quality; hydropower
relicensing;futureaccess

Current Status: Champion Paper Com+
pany has recently compl eted a $330 mil-
lion project that hassignificantly reduced
pollutionintothe river. Whetherthi s

projectwill bringthe Pigeonin linewith
state water quality standards or whether
Championmust still get avariancere-
mainsto beseen. Althoughthejury is
still out for futurewhitewater rel eases, it
looks hopeful that three rel easesaweek
will be a conditionof Carolina Power
and Light'slicensewith FERC! Forthe
present, thereisahotline that informs
boatersabout the weekly rel easesched-
ule (call 1-800-899-4435). Highway conve-
nienceand a ClassIII-IV difficulty may
even offsetextremely poor water quality
conditionsonthi s section of river, and
hasthe potential to becomeaspopular
asthe Ocoee. Inthefuture, accessand
parking will need to besecured to ac-
commodateprivateboaters: most take-
out land isowned by commercial outfit-
ters.

For moreinformation, contact AWA
Board Member Joe Pulliam (615) 882-
0404 or AWA AccessCoordinator Rich
Hoffman (301) 589-9453.

40. Tallulah River, Georgia

Issue: Relicensing
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Current Status: After last year's highly
successful whitewater test of thisprevi-
oudy un-rungorge, the AWA and Georgia
Power havedrafted amemorandum of
agreement which providesfor 5weekends
of releases, and the possibility of running
thi s river during natural flow or mainte-
nancespills. Tofacilitatewhitewater r uns,
GeorgiaPower will irgd| aflow phone
for boaters.

Although whitewater boatinginterests
and the utility have reached an agreement,
the FERC relicensing processhasbeen de-
layed. Dueto upstream |akeowner con-
cernsover lake drawdowns, FERC hasde-
cided to conduct afull EISonthisproject.
TheDraft EISisnot expected until Febru-
ary 1995, which could delay all minimum
instream flow and whitewater release
schedules.

Whitewater i nterestsand Georgia
Power are also negotiating stronger pro-
tection measuresfor Tugaloo Lake, the
take-out for both the Tallulah Gorge and
Section|V o the Chattooga. Thisincludes
amoratoriumon new access roads, stron-
ger protectionfor landsin the watershed,
and hopefully, afuture reductionin horse-
power sizeallowed on thislake. Consider-
ationsarealso beinggiventoimproving
the current take-out for SectionlV.

For moreinformation,contact AWA
ConservationDirector Rich Bowersat
(301) 589-9453.

41. AllRiversin Georgial

Issue: Access

Current Status: Thefateof accessfor
ALL riversin Georgiaisstill being decided.
GeorgiaCanoeingAssociationisa co-
plaintiff in litigationconcerningaccessto
Armuchee Creek. They areawaitinga
bench trial in October which wvill center
around what criteriato usefor the deter-
minationd public waterwaysopen to pas-
sage(i.e. boating). Another parallel course
of actionisan effort to passlegidation
that will establish an objectivestandard to
determineboatable rivers. Last year's
GeorgiaFamily RiversAct was"bush-
whacked"in the GeorgiaState Legidature.

Scheduledfor late summer isameseting
which wiill bring boatingintereststogether
to coordinate how to addressaccessis
suesinthestate of Georgia

For moreinformation,contact Dan
MacIntyre at (404) 870-18000r AWA Re:
gional Coordinator Andy Warshaw at
(404) 373-6683.

OUTSIDE THE US.

A. Futaleufu, Chile

Issue: Hydropower development

Current Status: Willthi s worldclass
river suffer thesamefateas the Bio-Bio?
Earlierthi s year, Endesa—the power com-
pany which isbuildingthe Pangue damon
the Bio—and two other companiesfiled
papersto acquiredl water rightsneces-
sary to build a huge hydroel ectric generat-
ing station on the Futaleufu, afabulous
wildernessriver in the Patagonia region of
Chile Thisproject would flood the entire
upper gorge section. An organization
calledthe FutaFund hasbeen organizedin
the U.S to help the CODDERFU (Commit-
tee for the Advancement and Defense of
the Futaleufu and its Ecosystem)—-a Chil-
ean group composed o |ocal inhabitants
of thismagnificent area Thelarger ques-
tion that surroundsthisissueiswhether
building huge hydro dams rai sestheliving
standardsof developing countries. Re-
search hasshownthat large-scale, capitol
intensivedamsoften saddlethe country
with aback-breaking debt that actually re-
ducesliving standards. Another important
pointisthat Chileisrichenoughinwind
resourcestoderiveall of their electricity
fromwind-poweredtechnology. Thecost
of wind energy isalready competitivewith
hydro at 5-7 cents/kilowatt-hour.

For moreinformation,call Tamara
Robbins at (209) 572-FUTA or writeto
P.O. Box 4536, 1314 Coldwell Ave,
Modesto, CA, 95350.

B. Pacuare and Reventazon
Rivers, Costa Rica

Issue: Hydropowerdams

Current Status: Thefight tosavethe
Pacuare River froma 205 MW damisbe-
coming moreimperative, particularly after

Aluminum rowing frames, camp i
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582 l
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502 H

Call or Write tor our
Free River Equipment Catalog

Top 40

the Inter-American Development Bank in
Washington, D.C,, approvedaloanlast De-
cember to ICE, the Costa Rican power au-
thority, for adam on the nearby
Reventazon. The next phase of the project,
not yet proposedfor funding (but ex-
pected soon), calls for another dam onthe
Reventazonaswell as the dammingof the
Pacuare. Thetwo drainageswould be con-
nected by atunnel, allowing the much
dirtier Reventazon water to filf up the
Pacuaredaminthe dry seasonin order to
furn the turbines. If you areinterestedin
helping CostaRicans fight for the Pacuare,
contact Steve Gatesat the One World One
River Trust at (819) 822-7857. 8
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==\N/ords Of Wisdom

Jim E. Snyder-Squirt Master: "l thrillseek on steep creeks
because| know no better."

Gordon Grant-NOC Kayak Instructor/writer: "TheThrillseeker
livesup toitshilling, it made me aconvert. The
Thrillseeker handles aswdl as any boat I've paddled,
decked or not."

Charlie Wdbridge-AWA Safety Chairman: "It's af un boat for all
skill levels - | haveto fight with dl my friendsto useit.”

Jan Kellner-Well known German Mck boater: 'The funnest play
boat I've ever paddled.”

Jeff Snyder-WhiteWater Wizard: "Instant fun, just add air
and water."

Fer Information Contact:

P.O. Box 80

“CUSTOM— Albright, WV 26519
INFLATABLES (304) 329-2359
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FEATURES THAT MAKE A

ROTO-MOLDED HO-PE HIGH DENSITY POLY
The only kayak manufactured byl Inert-ga

a unique process which yields a boat m;: s!'ptu'mr
b

strength and stiffness;

BOLT-OM BOW END - Higher wear resistance and
oxcelient shock-abiorption in a unique; replaceatile
oy @]

4400 LB. TEST GRAB LOOPS - Run through
molded-in channels, thimse are the strongest on
thie market: "

5 ! F
ERGONOMIC, FULLY-ADJUSTABLE SEAT ANGQ' ?;,
BULKHEAD FOOTREST - The seat i3 track”
mounted with recessed bolts for amooth,

solid adjustments, while the ergonomic”

bullkhead foot rest is backed by a ;:'

shock-absorbing foam pillar system; . %, F,
b .

ADJUSTABLE PADDED BACK . -

- b
BAND, STERN AIRBAG, AND R . e
CRAIN PLLG = All standard ¥ = e
E !'i

equipmaent! L L‘ ;
PADDLE THE CUTTING T

EDGE - PADDLE A
EURO-EAYAK!

-

For more information can%ﬁ,%?

il o
L'EAU VIVE InC. 7y
PO. Box 65 .

Twin Lakes, CO E
Tel. (719) 486-111

[
H.h-.rl BEPER S, CHVETAL ATV, £0N OFALHE
FADDLER: SCOTT O
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West Virginia
Symposium "A
Smashing
Success”

TheAppaachian Riversand Watershed
Symposium, hosted June 3thro gh5thby
West VirginiaUniversity's Divison of For
estry, wasa smashingsucc eﬁsf r thesci-
entific, grassroots, and agency interestsin-
volvedin conservingWest Virginidsrivers
and streams.

Thesymposium wassponsored by the
WV RiversCodition and WV Department
of Commerce, Labor, and Environmental
Resources, and co-sponsored by over 30
organizations,includingthe AWA.

Highlightsincluded an amazingly well Rich Williams, AWA discusses Public Access at West Virginia Rivers Symposium
un conference, stellar speakers, anda

= — = =

q’:DeIta, Pa. at the Muddy Creek Gorge
and the lower Susquehanna River

CANOES, KAvaks,
DRYSUITS & ACCESSORIES
RENTALS & SHUTTLE

L 717-456-7720 |
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wideranged topicsdealingwith riveris
suesand concerns. Discussionsand panels
wereheld on water quality and quantity,
public use, watershed management, and
riversand people. Most outstandingwas
the panel discussionon the perceived dif-
ferences between conservationand private
property rights, and GeorgiaPower's pre-
sentation on the conferencethemeof

"' Shared Perspectives, Sharing Solutions”.

As befittedthe Mountain State, recre-
ation and whitewater played an important
part in thissymposium. AWA staff, board
membersand regional coordinatorspar-
ticipatedin panel discussionson both pub-
licand privateland access, and on hy-
dropower development. Other panelsdis
cussed commercial outfittingand river
€conomics.

On Friday, June 3rd, keynotespeaker,
AWA invitee, and native West Virginian
Royd Robbins gave aninspirational ad-
dressand slideshow on theimportance of
"connecting” with the outdoor experience.
On Saturday, Tim Palmer concluded the
symposiumwith an equally impressive
slideshow onriver "Lifedyles'..

RI OSuonpuras

10281 Hwy. 50. Howard. CO 81233
800 255-5784

looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through lush rain
forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary
Hayes and Phil Defiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

Cal for information

more an

detailed itineraries.

CONSERVATION

River Network
nublishes new
nook "How to
Save aRiver"

As a handbookfor Citizen Action, au-
thor David Bolling highlightsriver saving
success stories, campaignstrategiesto
saverivers, and letsordinary citizensinon
how to effectivelyorganizeand plana
campaign, build publicsupport, andimple-
ment aplan of action.

David Ballingisaaward winningjour-
nalist, a paddler,and theformer Executive
Director of Friendsdf the River in Cdlifor-
na

Paperback copiesof thisbook are
availablefor $14.00from River Network at
PO Box 8787, Portland, OR 97207-8787, or
call at (800) 4236747.

-t

Naﬁmal Hivers

mm

The Nationa Park Service(NPS) is
now conductingthefirst update of the NRI
sinceitsorigina pubI icationin1982. The

' |

AWA invitee speaks at the 1994
West Virginia Rivers Symposium.

THINK SAFErv-ﬁ*’
—smmnunnn

R S _‘::_--r: -

" Also avalablewith

Sor
~ SpectraCoreline.

THE GUIDE THROW EAG
Waist-worn throw bag Waist-worn throw bag
&tow Syst emholds 55-ft. of line holds 70-ft. of line
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Paddler Mugs
Unique among paddling novelties!
Individually whed thrown and rdief sculpted
o tough poreelain by paddling potter
Mdinda McDaniel.

K-1,0C-1 & 2, C-1, Squirt
New for '94 Rock Qi nber s!
Wide ranged moves and colorsfor
persondizing
3 Sizes: Small Coffee, Lar ge Coffeeand
Mega Beer
*  Dishwasher/Microwave safe
Call or write for free brochureand ordering
information
Look for us at Gauley Fest '94
White Tr ee Rottery
405 Windsor Dr.
Rocky Mount, VA 24151

(703) 489-3722

* ok ok

CONSERVATION

NRI isaligting of all remaining free-flow-
ing river segmentsin the United States
which could potentialy qualifyas nationa
wild, scenic, or recreational riversunder
the 1968 Wild and Scenic RiversAct.

The NPSissolicitingboater input into
thi s update, in order to incorporate addi-
tiona high qudity rivers. Nowhereisthis
knowledgemore readily availablethanto
recregtional river users, boatersand

fisherpeople, whovisit outstanding rivers
and streams on adaily basis. The ANA en-
couragesboater participationinthisu p
date.

For copiesof the nominating proce-
duresfor State riversand contacts, please
contact the AWA Conservation Office at
(301) 589-9453, or contact Dan Meyer
(NPS) at (202) 343-3779.R
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North Chickamauga Creek Undate -
by Ron Stewart, AWA Board member

Afew yearsago, North ChickamaugaCreek wason the cutting edge of what was be-
ingrun in the southeast. Today that distinction has passedto steeper and moredifficult
runs, but the Norht Chick remainsa premier whitewater run. At highflows,itisone of
the most chalenging runsto befound.

Thewatershedwhich drains North ChickamaugaCreeek encompassessome of the
most pristinewildernesseast of the Mississippi and yet iswithin minutesof downtown
Chattanooga, TN. Itisrareto finesuch undisturbed wildernessso closeto amgor city,
and thisproximity isone of the most important aspects of thegorge.

For severa years, ANA and other conservation organi zationshavedirectedtheir at-
tentiontowardssomesort of permanent protectionfor the watershed. There has been
significant progressinthi s areabut the rapid growth of development withinthe water-
shed makesthe need for protectioneven morepressing. InJuneof 1993, Bowater, Inc.
designated 1095 acres asa Pocket Wilderness,in effect protectingthe entireriver left
corridor downstream of the confluencewith Cain Creek. Afterthi s win, attentionfo-
cused on land on river right and the upper watershed. The ConservationFund con-
ducted amagjor study o thearea, utilizingmodern computer graphicsto do an enhanced
analysisd thegorge. AWA wasactiveinthi s study and assisted alocal organization,
TheFriendsof North ChickamaugaCreek Greenway, Inc. in obtaininga grant of $8000
fromaprivatefoundationto prepareastrategic management planfor the gorge. AWA
joined the ConservationFund, The Friendsgroup and the National Park Service as part-
nersin the project. AWA board member Ron Stewart represents AWA on the steering
committee of the project. AWA also allocated money to be usedin developingavideo of
thegorgeand to support activitiesof the Friendsgroup. Thevideowasrecently com-
pleted and highlightsthevadue of al aspectsd the gorge.

In arecent development, the Officedf SurfaceMiningtargeted North Chickamauga
Creek asonedf three potentia pilot projectsthat could receive mgjor fundingtowards
water quality restorationfrom acid minerunoff. A grant application has been submitted
forthi s project.

That's thegood news. Many problemsremain, however: major funding for land ac-
quisition of the unprotectedcritical areasisstill in question; the areawhich hasbeentra-
ditionally used asa put-inon the Signd Mountainside of the gorge hasrecently been tar-
geted for development; accessissueson river right arearising. Inaddition, rapid devel-
opment within the watershed from other sectors could pose a problem to water quality
and thewildernessnature of the gorge, and could cause cause futureaccess problems.
Vanddismand related problemsin the popular blue hole areas near the bottom of the
gorge havebeenan on and off problem, asituationsimilar to those at other riverswhen
they first began to be protected. Concernsabout chip mill operationsinthe areahave
raised several questionsabout theimpact on the North Chick gorge aswell asseveral
other important watershedsinthearea

AWA has played amojor rolein protectingt hi s significant southern stream. If con-
sidered for Wild and Scenic status, North ChickamaugaCreek will forever beone of the
truegemsd boatinginthe Southeast.l

|
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CONSERVATION

One Saturday this May, drifting down
theeddiesat thetop of Clavey Fallsonthe

Tuolumne River, | inspectedthelast sec-
tion of the Clavey river asit makesitsfind

tumbleintothe Tuolumne. | hadn't r un the
Clavey inyearsand wondered whether
therewas enough water tor un it. Sure
enough. For soon after our groupgot to
the bottomdf the Fallsatrio of paddiers,
Scott Lingrin, Mark Holcomb, and Charlie
Muncie, camechargingby. They'd runthe
wholelower Clavey infour hours.
by Richard Monfgomery, fechrnoal support:  Lars Holbek Thi s isremarkablyfast considering
that the allegedfirst descent of the Clavey
involved over twenty-fiveportagesand
took two days. Thiswasmade by Dennis
Johnsonand Rob Kirby in asecretiverun
in 1980. Dennishad a strong belief that
you shouldn't tell peopleabout your first
descentsbecauseyou "would ruinthe wil-
dernessexperiencefor the next group
down." So only thevaguest rumorscame
out atfirst.
Therumorsmadetherunsound likea
horrendousportagefest. The next descent
wasfour yearslater. These paddlers
trimmed the portagesdown to hdf a
dozen. By thelate80's the Lower Clavey
wasbeingrun morethan adozentimes
duringagood water year.
Last year | ran the Upper Clavey for
the"nth" timein adecade. | waswitha

Left: Unknown boater: Clavey River.

Cheat RIVGI’ = e ﬂ’?g*"w-"}%:

L
Update SALAMANDER | B
. :-1'--—1 — - - ..:{--_I;,.f
AWA hasjoined West VirginiaRivers
. Caoadlition,West VirginiaMountain Stream
Monitorsand the newly formed Friendsof PA D D L E B A G S

the cheat —includingresident Jim
Shyder—as intervenorsto Apped No. 94
27-RBR beforeWest VirginidsSurface Mine
Board. T & T Fuels, a mining company that
isresponsiblefor much o the Cheat's poor
water quality, hasappliedfor relief (i.e.
money) in cleaning up the Cheat. Theinter-
vention isan attempt tothwart T & T’s at-
tempt to passon clean-up coststo the tax-
payers.

Carries 3 paddles per bag!

For breakdown, full length touring
and whitewater paddles.

PADDED PADDLE BAGS * PADDLE SOCKS!
PRICES FROM $43.50 - $68.50

PO Box FES5, Seal Besch, CA 80740 - Fi4-345-8601
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YOUR #1 REASON TO DEMAND

M EWORLDS #1 SPRAYSKIRT

FROM THE PUT-IN
1O THE TAKE-OUT, IT

pemano A Seals  SHOCKER"

FOR YOUR LOCAL DEALER CONTACT: SSeals 619-376-2794

WildernessKayak Expeditions
Fly-Insand Day Trips
Rentals, I nstruction
Raft Supported Trips

W 007-349-4588
e 3732 EncoreCirde

Anchorage AK 99507

I (;angg Alaslca

Specializing in canoe instruction and guided
canoetripsonInterior Alaska River

REYSTUNE
RAFT & RAYAR
ADVENTURES, SO,

Box 81750, Fairbanks, AK 99708

(907) 479-5183 Yaldoe, Abeky s

b 2 -3
Paddle With Alaska's Besf
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CONSERVATION

large contingent involvedin afilm-making
escapade. Thewater was high. A number
of backendersand inadvertent flipsoc-
curred. As usual infilming therewasalot
of waitingaround so we had alot of time
toinspect our larger surroundings.

In comparison withthelowerrun, the
bankson the upper are moreforestedand
therocksare generaly sharper and
smaller. Class5rapidsarefewer and fur-
ther between and the dropsaregeneraly
lesssevereand more open. Hafway down
wefound an abandoned Crossfire, | guess
froma previoustrip. As | got out toin-
spect it, Dave Turner began chanting” Up
grade! upgrade! upgrade!...". They dll
urged metotradein my ailing T-Sldom
forthis (ailing) Crossfire. But thefit wasa
bittightand | didn't fed likeabandoning
my boat. Sothe Crossfireis probably still
there, now decayed by the Sierrasun.

TheLower Clavey isaprimo steep
creek, primespud-boat country. To give
you anidead how tight the dropsarel
will recounta rapid | remember fromthe
firsttimel r anit, which waswith Lars
Holbek.

| paddled a Hollowform back then. |
paddledthi s Hollowformfor YEARS,
enoughto get an incredibleamount of
grief about it from my fellow paddiers,
who wereby now in upscale bright col-
ored short boats. (Htill drivea 71 Datsun,
so am consideredabit conservativere-
garding equipment upgrades.) Larswasin
aMustang which wasat | east afoot
shorter t han the regul ationsi zed
Hollowform. There wasonedrop where
you haveto eddy out halfway down
against theright wal in order toset up for
the next move. The Mustangfit with about
sixinchesto spare. So | carried.

Chuck Stanley and LarsHolbek were
my main boating partnersin the80's.
Chuck and | havetoned our boating way
down, but back inthe early 80'sthethree
of uswereateamdedicatedto making
first descentsand clean-up runs. By clean-
up runswedid not mean garbagecl ean-
ups but portage clean-ups. Chuck and Lar s
represented our team on the clean-up sec-
ond descent of the Clavey in 1984 where
the number of portageswaswhittled
downto hdf adozen. Chuck hasaracing
background and would get inordinately
pissed when "yahooswith no skill"
outgunned him in running giant drops. So
I remember quitewed | Chuck'ssmug, vin-
dicated mood upon returning from that
run. His"competitors' werethe other six
or so paddlersof theday. | recall numer-
ousstoriesd the" penalties' these pad-
dlersracked upintheform of pins, body
slams, swims, and thelike.
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Above:Unknown boater: Clavey River.

One particular wipeout comesto
mind. Gordon Patchen pinned inthe
middle of adrop, got hdf stuffed under
water and waved whilepeopletook his
picture.

Whilewe're on thesubject of wipeouts

hereisonethat occurred several years
later at a natural slalom gate on the Lower
Clavey where the river becomes SO narrow
that a person can easily span the gap with
afoot on each bank. One unfortunateindi-
vidua forgot to take hispaddleout of the
way whilerunningthe gate. Hispenalty for
hitting"the poles' wasa broken bladeon
hiskayak paddle. Heflailed down the bot-
tomof thedrop, tryingto usethis broken
blade, and thenstaring at it after it diced
uselesdly through the water. Hisconse-
quent swim set off astring of swims which
Chuck found quite unforgivable. So Chuck
engaged himin spontaneous boot-camp
styleroll sessionsin thetiny poolsbe-
tweendropsto try toi nsur e that hewould
regain hislost eskimo art and that we
would not haveto pick up the pieces.

My al-timefavoriteconfluenceis
wherethe Clavey hitsthe T (Tuolumne).
You comeoff of thisincrediblewhitestair-
cased acreek intothe T just above
ClaveyFdls TheTis typicaly running
highif the Clavey isrunnable, sotheFd|'s

are pumping. The remainsof the pool
abovethe Falls wherethe Clavey comes
out seemslikeasizablestretch of
flatwater after al those horizonlineson
the Clavey. And the Fd | s becomeslessin-
timidating, seeminglikeaminordropin
elevationand completely wide-openin

I comparisonto the dropson the Clavey.

RIVER DATA

Both the upper and lower put-insare
outsideTuolumne city. Theupper put-inis
the second bridge up fromthe confluence
with the Tuolumne. The upper take-out is
thefirst bridge up from the confluence
whichisalsothelower put-in. The gradi-

e
$AI._AMANDER X

e e i

BEAK
L HELWET VISOR SYSTEM

Send $12.50 Check or M.O. to SALAMANDER
P.O. Box 2895, Seal Beach, CA 90740
~ Or check out your local Paddle store.

~Red, Royal, Teal, Black and Purple

7 14 -8B 46-8560 1
T ——————— |
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CONSERVATION

ent onthe upper isover 120feet per mile.
Ontheloweritisover 130 feet per mile.
Thereisagaugeon river right just below
the Lower put-in. Thelow end of runnable
is5.6.7 feetisanided level and the high
endisaround 85. Thesefigurestrand ate
out to about 400,800, and 1,500cfs. The
lower takeout isthetakeout for the main
Tuolumne—the Ward's ferry bridge.

For more completeinformationsee
Chuck and Lars guideand joke book "A
Guideto the Best Whitewater in the State
of Cdifornid.

Thegeology of therapidsonthelower
run alternates between big round granite
bouldersand a hard red bedrock There
are so many major dropsthat only afew
have been named. An amazing number can
be boat scouted without prior knowledge.
We named some of them way back when
— redly intelligent nameslike

"Super-Bad-AssWicked", and "Wicked
Undercut”. | doubt anyone usesthese
namesanymore. Some other namesar e
"Idand Rapid", "Mother",and "Landdide'.

Therearetwo mandatory portages,
Our spectacular 1300-acre Outdoor Center lies on the rim of the New and most paddlerscarry afew more.

: : ; ; : ' Thereare several medium-sized runnable
River Gorge adjacent to New River Gorge National River. It'sthe perfect waterfalls Thelast oneisabout 15feet

"home base" for exploring southern West Virginial high and isa popul ar destinationfor
reftershiking up from Clavey Rl Itis
Our lodgingfacilitiesincludel uxury Mountain Chalets, deluxe Safari Tents, mm{‘hg%‘gﬁlm'ed the confluence
& Teepees, as well astent camping. The Outdoor Center also features a Thecanyon iso]uite remoteand un-
lakeside DiningHall, fivestocked fishing lakes, milesof hikingand mountain touched, despitebeing athree hour drive
biketrails, four shower houses, a swimming beach, and much more! fromthe Sen FranciscoBay Areal have

never seen any other personoutsidedf our
paddling group duringmy rurs. Itisre-

ACE offers affordable multi-day adventure programs. nownedfor fishingand isone of thefew
| remaining nativetrout streamsinthe
Stay aday..or stay a wesk! state. Cougar and bald eagleshave been
. . . = Spotted.
o Kayak lessonsand guided tripsby ACA-certified instructors * The Clavey isdefinitely aworld-class
- “Fe= aeofferedon the New, Gauley, and surrouding rivers. creek run. Comeonout andrun it. And
writealetter protesting the misguided
Climbinglessonsand guided tripsare offeredt for all ability | B on fhe Saey, Seeconservation
levels on the world class rock faces of the New River Gorge I '
and Seneca Rocks aress. |

Mountain biking tours and rentals are availablefor riding
ﬁ excursionson over 25 miles of marked trailson ACE
property, plusadjacent trails of the Nationd Park.

Scenic horseback riding with ACE's on-premise stables
providesrelaxing half-day and full-day riding at itsbest.

.I-

All Adventure Companies Are Not Created Equal! GET R A L WEr

ACE Outdoor Center P.O. Box 1168 Oak HI”, WV 25901 Stnokestack Boatworks
1-800-223-2641 164 Wildwood Avenue

East Lansdowne, PA 19050
21 -
American Whitewater v Gauley Festival 1994




AENEERENEEERENEREENEN

CONSERVATION
Clavey River
Issue

TheClavey isatributary of Cdifornias
TuolumneRiver, itisconsidered" oned
Cdifornidslast wildrivers', and isone of
only four remainingfree-flowingriversin
theSierraNevadalt hasbecomethefocus
of amgjor battle between conservation-
ists, recreationistsand a Central Vdleyir-
rigationdistrict.

TheClavey flowsfor 47 miles, and is
locatedjust west of Yosemite. Thousand
foot canyon walls, old-growthforests,
swimming holes, waterfalls, and ClassIv
and V whitewater characterizethi s river.
Thi s isan unequalled expert wilderness
run, andisaCA Wild Trout Stream.

1N 1990, the Turlock Irrigation Digtrict
submitted an applicationto FERC to con-
struct a$700 millionfive-dam projecton
theClavey. Withanirrigationdistrict as
the applicant, one wouldt hi nk the primary
motivatingwould bewater for irrigation,
but the proposed project providesno wa-
ter, only high cost dectricity to district
residents, farms and businesses. High cost
becauseel ectricity generated by the
Clavey Project wouldringinat 13to14
cents per kilowatt hour, morethan three
timesthemarket ratein CA.

Theabundance of surplusenergy now
availablein CA, and theavailability of
cheaper energy alternativeshas offered
conservationinterestsast rong tool with
which tofight this project. Recently, the
CA Energy Commissionagreed to conduct
an independent economicana ysi s of the
Clavey Project. The CEC’s neutral report
should helpfurther convincethe public of
thi s projectseconomic infeasibility.

Evensomeof thelargestindustrial en-
ergy usersinthe Turlock serviceareaare
contesting thisproject, includinglocal
businesses, the Coalition for Better Gov-
ernment, and the CA Far mBureau.

Earlierth s year, the AWA petitioned
the FERCtodlowfor lateinterventionin
this proceeding,in order to represent pri-
vate boater interestsand to offer recre-
ational expertiseonthi s outstandingriver.
AFERCEIS isdueon the Clavey some
timeinlate1994, which will offer addi-
tional opportunitiesto thoseinterestedin
intervention.A FERC licensgngdecision
could bemadeasearly as1995.

Opponentsof the project, whichin-
cludesthe Tuolomne River Preservation
Trust, the AWA, Natural Heritagelnstitute,
AmericanRiversand the SierraClub, are
seeking not only to stopthi s project, but to
havethisriver protected by our strongest

national policy, the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act.

AWA membersar e strongly urged to
send lettersof supportfor a\Wild and Sce-
nic Clavey totheir US Representativesand
Senators. For additiona information, con-

tact AWA’s Conservation Officeat (301)
589-9453, or the Tuolumne River Preserva-
tion Trust at (415) 292-36531H

Above: Unknown boater Clavey River.

*Upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.O. Bax 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
2153
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12th Annual
National Paddling Film Festival

FEBRUARY 25, 1985

Lexington, Kentucky
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Gnnd Guuley Mlss Mully'

o caich up on all the ntest gear. Our

' - '  Gauley Festival Videos — Better Than Ever!

As nlwnys, th Granley F estival's non-
stop wideo action will be presented by the
Blucgrss Wildwater Associathon and will
inchsde a selecton af the thelr Anmuml
Paalecllimg Film Festival's finest

Seott Smalley, Gauley Fest Video Coor
dinator Supreme, nvites you Lo join him in
the pavilion to get an eyelful of te follow
g &

Token of My Extrems 200
Heads Up T:40
Moo & Malndow B0
Creels of the Tennesses Valley 8156

Bonating & the Beast #:40
|'-'|'|H'I|l..'|| Moton 0N}
River Ganley {30
Wild Americnns {k 55

K-Sirvam Crreen 1050

shaoppling or complataly
Here's n pariial list of wholl be on
hand to display thelr wares:

ACE Whitewntar

Aire

Alrtighi Inflatables
Artful Oatdoors
Backiund Faddlos
Clineh Paddlos

Coenl Ridge Company
Custom Inflntables
Dagger Canor Company

Mohawk Canges
Mopntain Art Glass
Mouninin State
Mountain Swrfl

Nantahala Outdoor Center
New Wave Kayaks

Mew Wave Walerworks
North American River Runners
Deocs Cance Company
Dhiopyle Prints

Patagonka

Perception

Possum Poknt Produetions
Pro Camoe

Hapidstyle

R ErRpor

Shikishs

Sanr Infleiables
Symmetria Sticks

Wave Sporis

White Tree Pollery

Wiggle Stick Paddles
Wildwasser Sports

R Ford

1994 Rauley Festival Auction

The Gauley Fosthal's Slent Auction has earped & reputation for its wide selection of

top-of-the-line equipment and Incredible bargaine. Check It aui and place your blds,

The Amerran Whitewster AMllation Mmhﬂmmh
provhiling the Sient Aprilon and Raffle with brand new, quallty merchandise:

ALCE Whlirwaier Slounialn Sorf

Alre Slusie Blver

Alrtight Inflatables Mantnhala Dutdoor Coanter

Backbund Paddles New Wave Kaynhs

T wn s Mew Wave Walerworks

Canoe agazine Biorer

_Chattongn Adveniores 4 Morth American River Runners bl

Mw\mlr—lﬂm Morthwest River Sapplles

Clarke Outdoars Donee Canos Compaiy

Coloraslo Kayak Hupply I} Deslgns

Coal Bidge Company FPatagonis

Craakies Pereejitian

Costum Iafaiabbes Possum Podnt Frodectons

Dagirr Canos Company Pro Canoe

Endloss Biver Adveniores RGP Paddles

Extrasport Eamsey Uuidoor
Eapldstyle

Four Cornere River Sports River and Sea Watersporis

Ginls Force Riversport

Gientry % bleo Riversport Prodects

Grorills Whitewaler Salamander

fircen Walres Screenworks Shikisha

lmpex InfermaLbonal Ebidewinder

JAG Marmafacturing Sklver Oreek

Eeel Haulers Simrrk Moo

Kokatat Swiftwater Publishing

L' Ean Vive e e Eymmerris Stirw T =T

Lighining Paddles
Lamatic Deslgns
Man of BEublbrr
Menasha Ridge Pross
MMillbhroank Paodsis
Mobawk [amors
Mipoplaln At Uilass
Miomnialn Lhear
Mountaln State

Wayward Froductbong
Whilte Tréd Pollery
Wiggle Stick FPaddles
Wilde rieras Designs
Wildrrmras Nysicms
Wildslde Images
Wildwasser Sports
Tawr Lrutibioor
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ACCESS Articles

by Rich Hoffman

I'm excitedto haverecentlyjoined
AWA as the Coordinatorfor their river ac-
cessprogram. AWA isan impressiveorga
nization; over theyears, it hasaccom-
plished so much withlittlemoney and no
staff. Without AWA's longstanding efforts,
we would no longer have whitewateron
such outstandingriversas New York's Bot-
tom Mooseand Black, West Virginia’s
Gauley, or other outstandingrivers. AWA's
Board, regiona coordinators, gff and
membershiprepresent awealth of talent
and energy. Sincel've started work with
the AWA, I've cometo appreciatethe ex-
pressionthat one can see better by "stand-
ing upontheshouldersof giants.”

Asthe new additiontothi s group, |
planto help AWA'sconservationprogram
takegiant steps. Developingafull-time
staff strictly dedicated to river conserva
tion will dramatically i ncrease our accom-
plishments, hel ping AWA to help you—our
members. Already, we've had sometre
mendoussuccesses, particularly through
the hydropower relicensing process, not to
mention our whitewater festivalsand ro-
deos.

Theway | seeit, my mandateisfarly smple toget ACCESS Thosedf youwho Rich Hoffman at Chattooga’s Soc 'em Dog.
know meredlizethat | have been obsessed with both the word and the concept
of..ACCESS Theword access seemsto creep itsway into every sentence, every
thought. Wasn't thi s country founded onthe bdief that everyone hastheright to life, ac-
cessand the pursuit of boating?

Whilethe primedirective of my jobissimple,the solutionisanything but. Access

problemsare everywhere, | eading many top conservationiststo recognize accessas THE N Funl F d
most pressing problem for whitewater rivers. On the Kennebec and Lower Y ough, user eW a un
feesarechargedfor the use of publicstreams. In Georgia, gatesand barbed wireare be-

ing strung acrossrivers. On privateland, boatersare sometimesdenied access because Ad d r eS S

of liability concerns, whilegovernment managed riversoften haveinequitablepermit

systemsfor noncommercia boaters. To add insulttoinjury, what constitutesa public

waterway varieswildly fromstate to state, and in somestates, reliesstrictly onarti -

quated codesthat definenavigability as only thosestreamsthat can float barges. Put The FutaFund—the U.S,
smply, wedo not have ACCESS .. f
Having said that, let me make an appeal toyou, our members. | believethat AWA's based organizationthat is

energetic and passionate membershipisthe key tothesuccessof our efforts. | envision hd p| ng Chileansin thefi ght to
my job asAccess Program Coordinatorto be onethat isultimately guided and driven by -

YOUR needs. My rolewill beto serveas sort of an elected representativefor private keep theFutaleufu River free-
boaters. Assuch, | need to hear fromyou! Onedf my initial goalsisto compilea nation- flomng —hes changed ad-
widelisting of access problems.

Thelong-rangegoasthat | havefor the accessprogram isto eventually movefroma dresses:
piecemedl, one-at-a-time approach to a broad, comprehensiveprogram. Whileat first,
our effortswill be diluted by the necessity of dedlingwith accessthreatsone by one, we PO. Box 4536
will eventualy devel op a strategy that will addressmany riversat the sametime, guaran- T
teeingahigher rate of returnfor our energy. Pleasefed freeto call me (301-589-9453) Modesto, CA 95351
any timeof theday or night: accessissuesnever degpl. Phone: (209) 572-FUTA
Fax: (209) 522-5511
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River
Access

Inthe early summer, AWA attended
public meetingsorganized by the Nationd
Park Serviceabout thefutureof the
Gauley River National RecreationArea
ThePark Servicedid an excellent job of
evaluatingwhat makesthe gorge unique:
therelativelack of development. Bas-
cally, they proposed not to construct any
new accessroadsintothe gorge.

Best o all, they have recognized boater
accessasthe number one priority! After
al, it doesn't make senseto haveapublic
resourcethat the public canonly access
by tresspassing! At present (and up until
mid-November), the Park Serviceiswd-
coming publicresponse about their plan.
And the Park Servicewantsinput from
boaters, specifically about the preferred
access points!

ThePark Service'ssurveyin 1991
showed that boatersoverwheming pre-
ferred:

-Mason Branch (akaPanther Mountain
Road) asthe take-out for the Upper
Gauley,and

-Bucklick Branch asthe put-infor the
Lower Gauley.

Please consider writing aletter tothe
Park Serviceabout your accessprefer-
ence. Inyour letter, mentionthefact that
you support efforts between the Park Ser-
vice, AWA, the West Virginia RiversCodi-
tion, and commercia outfitters to arrive at
along-term solution that will securelega
accessfor the public.

L ettersshould be sent to:
Superintendent

Gauley River National RecreationArea
P.O. Box 246

Glen Jean, WV 25346

Lathe turned vessels,
Custom furniture,
Exceptiona Quality Wood
Canoe & Kayak Paddles

R 2 Box 408 Albright
WV 26519
304-379-9750
L andscape Plate

Stafy by the WVRC Shaone af Windrush Geallery,
Friendsville, MD Aug. 19-5¢pl. 28

_CHATTOOGA
WHITEWATER

i 2
1 {803} 647-9083
invites you to come experience the National Wild
and Scenic Chattooga River. We are a licensed
professional outfitter and offer a complete selec-
tion of paddling equipment and services. We are

open seven days a week April through October
and on weekends all winter.

14239 Long Cresk Hwy.
Long Creek, S.C. 29658
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" Roger Zbd, 12 time winner of the Upper Yough Race, and'
'A Satisfied Backlund Paddler Since 1980.

Backlund Paddles
(301) 255-¢947
26115 Clarksbang Boad, (Clarksbung, WD E087T
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HICA'S MOost trecnerous

wilderness rivers,
ultimately concluding
that the pain and strain
&S worth the gain.

Above: Primitive hut near the river.

Top left: Piiia, Chris and Scott surveying
the hike down.

Bottom /eft: Entering the canyon.
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Above: The author in a
banana grove, looking
exasperated after two

hours of hiking.

Hikingthistrdl insandalswasa
huge mistake. | had fallen behind by 15
minutesand wasfaced with yet another

fork inthe path - not knowingwhich route
totake.

"Whichway!" | screamedin
frustration....Therewasnoreply.

"Bastards’, | muttered. Why did they
leave me?I stood therefor amoment, cov-
eredin mudinthesticky hot jungleand
wondered if any river wasworth al this.
Clutching my boat tightly as| looked over
the precipice, | thought about John. A few
weeksago, while hiking in, he put his boat
down, only towatchitdipawayino the
thick jungle below. Thethought of wres-
tling pit vipersfor a kayak wasnot appeal-
ing ]

. Thedaydreamwasinterruptedby a

American Whitewater v Gauley Festival 1994

sudden rustlingin the bushes. The squeal-
ing and grunting suggested some poor ani-
mal was having an unpl easantexperience.
An Indianstaggered forward holdinga
ropein each hand, tied to the correspond-
ing back leg of hispig. A hard tugto the
right and he would jerk the back rightleg
of the pig. The pig would squeal and move
totheright. A yank totheleft leg, the pig
would grunt and moveleft.

Clever way toclear thetral for
snakes, | thought, as he steered hispig
fromsidetoside.

| gesturedin pigeon Spanish,"Which
way totheriver?

He pointed me down the correct path
and wewere on our respectiveways. At

L thi's point,| wasn't surewho wasworse

off - meor the pig.
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JUNGLE BOOGIE

In southern CostaRica, betweenthe
Pacuare River valley and Panama, liesthe
CordilleraDe Talmanaca mountain range.
Thisremotesection of the country houses
the ChirripoVolcano (now extinct) and
densejungle, interspersed with minute vil-
lages. Drainagethe 12,530foot volcanoto
the Pacificcoast aretributariesof the
popular Rio Generdl. Themain boatable
tributaryistheHia Chirripo - Pacifico.
Totheeadt, whereannual rainfall mea
sures200inches, lieseveral riverswhich
are extremely remote - requiringlong rig-
oroushikesor airliftingd gear. Among
theseriversarethe Rio Estrella, Rio
Telire, Rio Coen, Rio Lari, Rio Uren, and
the Rio Chirripo- Atlantico.

:

Themost "accessible" river among
theseisthe Rio Chinipo - Atlantico.

Rafadl Gallo and Mike Mayfidd, au-
thorsof TheRvers d Costa Rica describe
theriverinths way: “The initia elation of
thegroup onfindi ng thefirst 2 milesof the
river to containexhilaratingClassIV water
wassoon temperedby theharshred ity of
running endlessClassV and ClassVIrap-
idsand rapidly risingwater levels. There
was ho way to exit the canyon except con-
tinuedown stream, and each tributary
added tothewoesd therun........

"We do not recommend the Chirripo
del Atlantico. Despiteit's beautiful moun-
tainscenery, challengingrapids, clear wa
ter, and splendidisolation, thedifficulties
and hazardsassociated with runningthis
river are smply too great”.

AmericanWhitewater v GauleyFestival1994

Above: Chris in the midst of
Euthanasia Falls.



| CAN'T RESIST

Wil how could anyoneresist astir-
ring guidebook description like that?

Based in Turrialba, wewere havinga
great time on the Upper Pacuare - rumi ng
it three times and finding Bobo Fallsno
moredifficultthan Watauga Fdlsor Ham-
mer Factor on the Green. The Pasqua and
Peralta sectionsof the Reventezonwere
nice, but the water quaity wasjust too

nasty. "JungleRun", the definitiverapid on
the Peralta section, had beengrosdy a-
tered by the December 1993 flood, render-
ingit unrecognizable.We wereready for a
changed scenery. Wehad heard of are-
cent descent of the Chirripo Atlantico, fea-
turing10 milesof excitingwhitewateraf -
ter agruelinghike-in.

Our day beganat 3:30 AM, loading
boatsfor thetwo and one-half hour drive
from Turrialba toward the Rio Chirripo

Atlantico. Our driver, Tito, wassomewhat

PATCHES &
DECALS
POSTERS
LICENSES

AWA T-shirtsavailablein M,L, XL unlessnoted (postage$2.90 up to 2 shirts
'$1OSS$1250LS SSinM& L only)

____AWA River Caps. $10 ( postaqe$1z

WA License Plate Frames: $5 (postage$1)

Rodeo World Championship Posters $6 (postage $1)
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familiarvith thearea, and after afew
navigational corrections, we were depos-
ited on a high mountainplateau. Thesun
had just risen aswe began our descent to
theriver 3000feet below.

| wasin good company.

Qri s Hipgrave isaworld class
creek boater. His most astonishingex-
ploitsareexhibitedinVeter Fall Kauak,a
videoin whicha125foot waterfallin
Walesistackled.

NicknamedPina (pineapple) by thelo-
cals becaused his blond mohawk
dreadlocks,Andy Lee, from New
Zealand, had claimedafirst descent a
monthearlier near Manud Antonio.

Scott Andler, from Portland Oregon,
had attemptedthe Chirripo 3 weeksear-
lier, only to beturned away by highwater.
Hisgroup had hiked for over 9 hoursin
kneedeep mud totheriver. Tired, they

camped there overnight and by thefollow-
i ng day wereout of food. Fortunately, In-
dians; which exclusively occupy this terri-
tory, helped extricatetheir boatsfromthe
canyon by loadingthem onto horses.

Scott's group wasgrateful, but the
horseswerenot accustomed to dragging
kayaks. They spooked, smashingthe kay-
aks intotreesasthey bucked and galloped
uncontrollably up the mountain.

Brent Austin, who suffersfrom Com-
pulsive Paddler Syndrome, can only besa
tiated by multipletripsdownthe Green
Narrows. The Chirripo would haveto auf-
ficethis day.

Left: Our escorts to the river. We were really
taken by the beauty of these people.

I'T DON'T COME
EASY

Thehikein wasthe most arduousl
hed ever done with aboat. Thetwo mile
hiketo Giant Ggpin Californiapaledin
comparison. Thetrail started as anarrow
footpath between rowsof coffee. Con-
tinuingdown, wewereengulfed by the
verdantjungle. Thetral was"good" de-
spite deep mud and countl esssteep
switchbacks. Several timeswhenthetral
presented optional routes, an Indian

Bl e .

The #1 Paddlesports Resource

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call 1-800 MY CANOE

special introductory offer
Save 50% off the cover price
1 year (6issues) only $11.97

Canoeing or kayaking..whatever your paddling pleasure..
calm-water touring, wildernesstrips, or the rush of whitewater...you can be thereall year long in the pages of
CANOE & KAYAK Magazine, The #1 Paddlesports Resource.

CALL TODAY!

1-800 MY CANOE (800-692-2663) or (206)827-6363..WE WILL BILL YOU LATER

CANOE & KAYAK MAGAZINE, P.O.BOX 3146, KIRKLAND, WA 98083
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~ would appear - dmost too coincidentally -
toassist usin followingthe correct path.

Althoughtheregion wasremote, the
indigenouspopul ationwasversedin Span-
ish, no doubt fromtrading coffee and ba-
nanasoutsidedf their village. Smdll chil-
drenwould sometimesappear higher up
onthe mountain, asif we were being shad-
owed. How did they know that a Fer De
Lanceor aMorte Verdewasnotintheir
wakeasthey romped through thethick
forest unprotected?Thedark tral, likea
tunnel shuttingout all light, continued up
and down the mountain, but would peri-
odically open up to exposeabrilliant
meadow of chest high grassand aglimpse
of thevaley below.

We reached a bananagroveand a
thatched roof hut crudely constructed
from bamboolike poleslashed together.
Wefeltlikewe had takenastep back in
time. Next to the hut wasathatched roof
pavilioncompl ete with handmade vine
hammocksand an openfirepit for cook-
ing. Theinhabitantsassisted usin locating
theriver, sincewe had veered off the path
by some 300 meters. Th s family of Indians
escorted ustherest of theway.

Wearrived at theriver after atwo and
ahdf hour hike, scratched, muddy,
bruised, sweaty, and almost exhausted by
the carry and lack of degp. My hands
wererope burned, blistered and sore from
draggingthe boat, makingit difficultto
consider clutchinga paddlefor thelong
run ahead. Theriver looked low, probably
no moret han 300 CFS.

We put in nearly 2 milesupstream of
thefoot bridge that Scott had hikedto 3
weeksbefore. Theriver was unique.
Channelizedin agravel bed wasabout 2-3
milesof ClassIlwater. Theaction began
to pick up to Class|V whenwe scouted a
blind 7foot boul der strewn drop. The diffi-
alty dropped back to Class11for another
haf mile until we entered a steep rocky
gorge. Theaction jumped from ClassIII to
ClassIV dmostimmediately.

Thevolume picked up noticeably. An-
other half mileand we werei nto some
very pushy water. Therivertook ona
westernfeel and hol e dodging wasimpera-
tiveaswe picked our way through boul-
dersfields. And then the wind beganto
howl throughthe gorge, upstream, asif to
push us back. Precise eddy hop moveshe-
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Top: Brent getting tuned up for the canyon.

Bottom: Chris ... Euthanasia Falls.
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came moredifficultaswe wrestled our
paddleblades, first throughthe water,
then throughthegale.

Thegorge was steep and stunningand
there wasabsol utely no way to get out.
Severa rock slideswerearesult of an
earthquakein April 1991. Theepi center of
the quakewasvery closeto thelower can-
yon. Rock slidesformed anatural dam
that blew out after heavy rainslater that
year and altered many of therapids.

Theriver wasnowfalingat 120-130
foot per mile, making for non stop con-
tinuousClassIV+ action.

Atthi s point Chriswasin thelead and
I ran second. | beganto wonder, why am |
following i mdownthi s blind mess- he
jumped off a125foot waterfall, remem-
ber?

A swe watched fromtiny eddies, Chris
would disappear. Westared at each other
asif to say "Who's goingtofollow him
next?'.

Thereisa powerful link between the
human mind, paddlingand music. Most
peoplelistento asong ontheway towork,
then replay that same song mentally all
day. On this particular day our shuttle
driver had Tony Orlando & Dawn playing
in histapedeck Thi s prompted Brent to
torturemeby singingafew versesof
“Candida”,

Inthemaw, it kept poppingin my
mind........ "Oooooh Candida, we can make
it together"

It was| whowas cursedthi s time. Per-
haps Brent was seeking revengefor the
timel putalargerock inthestem of his
boat, prior toa run onthe Green.

Thegradient and intensity picked up
another notch. We knew therewould be8
to10 milesdf action and that wewere
probably only 3or 4 milesin. We stopped
torefud. It wasstrange- duringlunch no
onesaidaword for 15 minutes. Thekar ma
of thegorgewas morethanwe antici-
pated. Looking downstream, the river
curvedout of site. We could only imagine
what lieahead.

THE BIG THRILL

Asweapproachedthe 170foot per
milesectionthe rapidsweregetting big-
ger, though more pool-dropin character.
Finally Andy, concerned about following

The author running one of many similar drops in the gorge.

Chris likea bunch of lemmings, suggested
n histhick New Zealand accent that "We
sught to start scouting thesedrops'.

We had scouted only afew tothi s
point, and for thelast mile had been
blindly bombingdown some seriousstuff.

The horizonlinesuddenly changed, a
monstrousrock was perched inthe middle
of theriver. Theriver made a90 degree
right hand turn through house size boul -
ders. Th s timeweall scouted, Chrison
river left,and therest on river right.

Brent, Scott and | found asneak onfar
river right and walked the lower sectionof
therapid. Chrisboofed aslot on river left,
powered through a huge pillowwhich
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slammed theleft wall of the gorge, and

stoppedin a eddy to scout thelower por-
tion of the run. He madethetreacherous
lower section look easy by makingafew

~decisivecreek moves, totally avoiding a

terminal 10 foot high pourover.

We knew of perhapsadozen or SO
groupsthat had descendedthe river be-
foreus, includingGallo’s groupin 1984.
Onegroupin 1987 had reportedly r an al |
the rapids. However, the 1991 earthquake
changed theriver significantlyandthi s
wasthefirst knownattemptatthi s rapid
sincethat time. Chriswasgiventhe hon-
orsaof namingthisrapid.

Hispronouncementwas. "I've dways
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wanted to named a rapid Euthanasia
Falls’. Sobeit.

The Chirripo didn't let up for another 4
milesbut it seemed likethegradient de-
creased a bit after thefdls. Aswefindly
paddied out of the gorgethedifficulty
eased back to ClassIII-IV for afew miles.

Moravia Fallswasa notablelandmark,
deliniatingthe end of thegorge. There-
maining10 milesor sotothe take out was
ClassII or movingClass|.

Thevolume near the end of thegorge
wasabout 1,000 CFS. All dong the way
beautiful horsetail waterfallshad contrib-
uted significantly to the volumeand conse-
quently the difficulty. The guidebook indi-
catesthat ther unis18 mileslong. That
might beso... if onecouldlocatethe
egressat PlayaHermosaand put.in at the
bridge. Our trip wasabout 28 miles.

We paddled down to the main highway
in Bristal. At thetake out, wetrudged up
theriver bank and found a cantinawith
cold cervezas. Somehow it wasall worth

FEELING AND
STAYING ALIVE

Youcan't hepbutfed divewhenyou're
inthemiddleof anexperiencelike paddling
the Chirripo- Atlantico. When the shuittle,
hikein, theremoteness,andtheriver areall
taken into account, it becomes a unique
experience.

Runningthe Chirripo demandsateam
of totally committed paddlerswith skills
commensurateto the undertaking. The
river should only be attemptedwhen lev-
{~€elsare manageable. During high water
{~season, the river would unquestionably
+-becomea maglstrom.

f Thi s isno placefor sissies. Our bodies
L-were plenty sore the next day.

| Even ChrisHipgrave, who hasyouth

| -and bravado on hisside, downed hisfirst
|_Ibuprofen........

e o,

PURA VIDA

PADDLING COSTA
RICA

For nearly adecade CostaRicahas
beenapaddler's paradise. A combination
of ranforestsand high mountainsyieldan
abundanceof outstanding ClassIV/V riv-
ers. Unlikeother Latin Americancoun-
tries, where political climatesoften dictate
travel conditions, CostaRicaisthe " Swit-
zerland of Central Americd'. It iscommon
totravel and paddlein CostaRicawithout
the use of an outfitter. Temperaturesare
warm and tropical,the Ticos arefriendly,
and in most partsd the country thefood
and water are safefor Gringo consump-
tion.

Turrialba isthe consummate paddler's
i town. Severa riversarewithina 2 hour
| drive, the accommodationsare cheap, and
f the cervezas are alwayscold.l

the West Virginia Rivers Coalition at

fter aday on the Upper Yough or on
the Gauley, enjoy finefood and

pirits,meet theartists, and help
further river conservation effortsin"the
Rivers State" -West Virginia.

Suggested donation $25.00 (but any donation is
graciously accepted).

* Donationsdf $25.000r morer eceives freetickets
in the Wild, w.va. RiversRefflefeaturing five
whitewater boats, paddlinggear, etc.

| Show runsthrough September. Galery hours Fri-Sat-
Sur-Mon: Noon-7 pm. Donationsto WWRC will be
accepted at the Windrush throughout the show.
Donationscan besent directly to WVRC at PO Box
606, Buckhannon, WV 26201. For further info or to
RSVP for the reception call WVRC toll-freeat 1-800-
" 747-5899 or call the Windrush Gallery at (301) 746-

— August 19 - Sept. 24 1
720 Morris Avenve
Friendsville, MD 21531
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Whitewater
At Its Best!

"CLASSFIVE |

CHRONICLES

Di stri butors

af
/z@.w'm' /—&'d:cﬂ

HEAD COVERS

. Kevlar Conposite Layups
. 12 Models Avail able

B

. Head sizes extra small = | s vsrmeare
to extra large
Minicell Outfitting 519.95 $13.95
Metallic Flake & Pigment Two Gre?lt Gwdebv\%oks |82Trtzs AZ|II|on Miles
. Solids, Splatters, Runs, of the Best Whitewater in the Universel
Drips, Blotches, Blends SO WHAT ARE YQOU WAITING FOR?!

- Qutfitting Kits Send check or momey order to:

TELEPHONE:= (7171944 _£004 Swiftwater Publishing Compan
thEEHi}NJ.:i.T-']?II':-'.'-H 6904 FO Box 3031, Portland, OR 97208
FAX:(717)944-0422 Phone (503) 292:5756

Deal er I nquiries Wel comed

ATTENTZON: What's Up?
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES| it

up on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite boating

. spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "up"too! Find out for sure

I S where the best conditions are by

calling Waterline while you're planning

your next river adventure ==

Readings are updated continually 24 {
hours a day, 7 days a week.+

Call toll-free, any time of day, for {
information, sample readings and river

Contributions to AWA through the Combined Federal

Campaignare dedicated tOta”y to AWA’s aggressve- gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if |
. . Lo you have a fax number handy, we'll fax t
whitewater conservation activities. (Pleasedo not use you everything you need to call our |
Waterline gauge phone right now for

the CFC to renaw your AWA membership.) today's iver levels. |

THANKSfor your support | “ I :‘ 1 |

1-800-945-33?6
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Raft Rentals

e CLINICS ¢ Outfitters Shop

* \White Water Equipment Sales

. Backpackmg/Campmg Supplies

- * Video

- * Photography
Lodging

B Available 5 -

Two miles from Chattooga River Bridge
Highway 76 in South Carolina

1-800-647-0365

14546-B Long Creek Highway, Mountain Rest, SC 29664
|




Monumental Task Completed
Comprehensive Guide to Western
Whitewater Published

Solo Boater Questions Guidebook's Edict

“Never Boat Alone!”

An Open Letter by W. Scott Morris

To: Jim Cassady, Bll Cross Fryar Calhoun
Authorsof Wedern Whitewater

Dear Jm, Bill, & Fryar,

| recently bought a copy of your Western Whitewater, which | find very impressive. It isthe most comprehensiveand well re-
searched work that | haveseen on western riversand wvill probably remain on the very top of my piled river books.

Thereis, however, oneissue which | would like to addressin your safety section. Thisisthe edict "Never boat done”. Actually
there are many good reasonsto boat a oneand the safety record of solo river runners i sprobably better than that of group boaters. |
redizethatthi sisnot"your" rule; it has been aroundalong time, but most authors and seriousboaters' organi zationshavedroppedit
entirely or adopted"boating al oneis not recommended" ,awiser rule; and onelesslikely to provoke bureaucratsinto banning solo
tripsontheir rivers.

| fedl very strongly about thi s issue becausel boat alonealot. My solosare generally |ong whitewater wildernesstripsin asmall
whitewater raft, and haveincluded the Sdt, Dolores(twice), San Juan, Rio Grand through Big Bend (five times), Middle Fork Salmon,
Main Fork Salmon, Rogue, Green, Westwater, Cataract, Grand Canyon (twice), and others. Thesesol o trips have provided me with
some outstanding adventure and deep solitude,and | hopeto do many morein thefuture. As one boater to another, | hope you will
havethe patienceto listen to why I t hi nk we should eliminate, or at |east modify, thi s ruleabout never boatingaone.

Themainissuehereissafety. My personal experiencesuggeststhat, while additional precautionsar e worthwhile,thelikelihood of
serious problemswhile boating al oneis minimal, | have never had any mishapsthat | couldn't deal with mysdlf;and 1thi rk that real ex-
perienceiswhat we heed tolook at here. Not only mine, but othersaswell. Theliteratureis packedwith storiesaof solotripsof every
kind, from peaceful towild.

Whilethere havecertainly beenthousandsdf solorivertripsover the years, werarely hear about them becauseno problemswere
encountered. But therear e al so many legendary storiesabout river tripsinvolving sol o boaterslike, RM. Patterson, Buzz Holstrom,
Walter Kirschbuam, Wat Blackadar, Bill Mason, Cavin Rutstrum, and Amaos Burg. And theseweren't al just class2 paddles; many
were considered extremely dangerous,and somewerefirst descents. If the"Never boat alone” rulehad any basisin fact, we expect
none of these boatersto return aive. But survivethey did and arrived homein good condition! In fact many of them considered their
solotripsto besome o the most valuableand intenseexperiencesd their lives.

If you think about it, you will realizethat mishapsar e actuallylesslikely to occur when boatingal onesimply becausethe boater is
goingto bealot morecarefu . Moreover, solotripseliminateseveral problemswhich can be caused by group dynamics, including poor
communicationbetween boatersand ahost of behavioral problems. Alsothe lackadaisical attitude of "just another trip with a bunch
o friends smply isn't anissueon asolotrip. Peoplewho do solotripsar e very aware that they are responsiblefor everythingand that
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any mishapscould beserious. Th sisthe
crux of the problem. Thereal safetyissue
withsolotripsisnot that thereare apt to
be more problems, but rather that certain
kindsof problems might have much more
seriousconsequencesif thereisnoone
aroundto help. Virtually any kind of injury
or medical problem that incapacitatesthe
boater, or lossdf critical gear or supplies
onalongtrip, could spell troublefor the
solotripper. | often ponder certainsce-
narios in which it would be handy indeed
to havesomefriendsnearby.

But over the years |'ve realized that
thisisn't asbiganissueasit seems.
Firgly, therear e gettingto be quiteafew
boatersout there. It's hard to think of a
river where, at least during boatingsea
son, you would not see other boatersev-
ery day. Boaterson wildernessriversar e
generally quitefriendly and glad to play
safety or help out inan emergency;infact
most of the rescues|'ve seen on theriver
wereconducted, at least in part, by boat-
ersfrom other groups.

Secondly, there isatechno-fix,radio
gear. | personaly carry both an aviation
band transceiverand an emergency locat-
ing transmitter on most long solotrips.
Whilel suspectthi s isoverkill, alone
boater with such gear could probably call
in helpfastert han agrouptrip usingar un
ner (although | would never bet my lifeon
it). Advancesin telecommunication gear
havebeen rapid, and it will not belong be-
fore phonesare availablewhich will work
from anywhere (unfortunately). Sod-
though problemson sol o trips havethe
potential to become moreserious, stick-
ing to popular runsand/or carrying radio
gear for remotetrips seemsto negatea
fair amount of thi s liability.

River running does haveitsrisks, and
solo boatersar e not immuneto mishaps,
but peopleare to quick to blamethe"sol0"

factor when accidentsdo occur. Rardly
wiill people bother to ask "Might notthi s
have happened anyway? Evenif therewas
someone el sethere?'. Inredl life, more
peoplemight mean moreinjuriesor
desths, either due to the samecauseor
some dangerousrescueattempt gone
wrong.

If an accidentoccursonasolotrip, the
causedf the problem probably won't be
that the boater wasal one, but rather: not

each
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wearing a PFD, boating beyond one's abili-
ties, avictim happensto be boating alone,
peoplewill often wrongfully point to that
asthe cause. But accidentsare usualy the
result of ignoring other, morereasonabl e,
safety rules.

Oneexampledf thiswasastory |
heard about a sol o kayaker whodid are-
motefly-in, fly-out tripin Alaskasome
years ago. Theboater told only the pilot of
histrip plans, but onthe way homethe pi-
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lot crashed and died. The kayaker waited
at thetake-out rendezvousutil hestarved
to death. The person whotold methis
story pointedto this particular caseasa
good exampleof why you should never
boat alone; but starving to death ishardly a
boating saf ety problem. After al, if he hep-
pened to haveafriendwith him, would he
havefared any better? Perhapshe could
haveeatenhi s friend, but my guessisthat
they both would havedied. The problem
herewasnot that the boater wasalone,

but rather that he hadn't left atravel
itinerary back home with specificinstruc-
tionson when and how to activate a
search. (I wasgladtoseeyour safety rule
onthis).

O courseeven asingletragedy involv-
ingasolotripisenoughtotempt oneto
writerulesagainst boating alone. But let's
befair hereand make sure that the same
standardsof rule making apply to all boat-
ingissues.

For instance, let ussay a kayaker gets
pinned, can't get free, and dies. Letssay we
examthefactsand all agreethatth s
would not have happenedif the boater had
beenin an open boat or a nice saf e rubber
raft. Wouldit not then be temptingto ban
kayaksfromthe river?"Never take a kayak
on moving water".

Thi s, I'thi nk isagood analogy. Why
don't we ban kayaking? My own personal
experiencewith kayaksprovedthemto be
extremely tippy and dangerouslittle boats.
Whilemy experiencewas short (about 20
minutes), it wasvery convincing.

We could convincingly arguethat there
isno reason why anyone needstotakea
kayak on moving water; they were de-
signedfor huntingsealsonflatwater. We
could arguethat kayaksare of virtually no
practica vaueon theriver,and theiro p
erators are usually hedonisticthrill seekers
of amogt egotigticilk, strictlyinit for the

rush. Certainly if it would saveeven one
lifeaban on kayakswould be worthiit,
right?In fact banning kayakswould prob-
ably savemany liveseach year, looking at
thestaistics. Sowhy don't wemakea
ruleagaingt kayaking?

Widl, probably becausewe non-
kayakershavethegood grace and sense
tostay out of it and let the kayakersde-
cidefor themselves; after all, they are the
oneswho aretaking therisks. The
kayakershavedecided that itsworthit,
for whatever reasons, and if they canlook
theseriskssguardly inthefaceand go
anyway, who areweto stop them?

Let's usethesamestandardd rule
making for boating done. Unlessthesta
tisti cs start showing some horribletrend
(whichsimply hasn't happened), let's | et
thesolotrippersdecidefor themselves
what safeand what's not. And when there
are accidents, we should examinethem
carefully, not with theintentiondf placing
blame, but rather to learn how to correct
the problemand makethesetripssafer.

| do not want to dwell on morbidim-
probabilities, but it isalso worth noting
that if asolo boater meetswith disaster, it
isgeneraly dueto their own screw up.
Themost tragic kind of accidentiswhen
thevictimisinnocent, but diesbecauseof
someone else's bad judgment - something
that happens morethan it should. Solo
trips precludesuch cruel and undue
desths.

Thereason| havetakenthetimeto
writesuch alengthy dissertationonthis
subjectisthat thesport of river runningis
stillinitsinfancy, particularlyas regards
the developmentdf river regulationsand
permit restrictions. My fear isthat since
you guysare expertson many aspectsof
river running and since Western

I Whitewater will surely becomeaclassic,

somewell intentioned bureaucrat might
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" adopt your safety rules, including "Never
boat done", aspart of their regul ationsand
makesolotripsillega ontheir river.

I'tH rk thiswould be ahorriblemis-
take, and so, evidently, do many other au-
thorsinthefidld. Areview of my river li-
brary showsafew booksechoingthe ACA
and AWA rules"Boatinga oneisnot rec-
ommended" or "Boatingal oneisdiscour-
aged"” but noned them insist onthisdicta:
torial "Never boat done'. Thesebooksin-
clude:

Whitewater Rafting by McGinnis
Rafting by Jeff Bennett
River Rescue by Bechdd & Ray
Floater's Guide to Colorado by Whesat
Riversdf the Southwest by Anderson
2% Hopkinson
River Safetv Report by Walbridge
Whitewater River Book by Watters
Path of the Paddle by Mason
Whitewater Sourcebook by Penny
River Information Digest by ARMS
and others.

None of them seem to agreewith your
implacablerule. Infact several authors
specificdly disagreewithit.

TheRiver Safety Task Forceof the
ACA saysin their Statement of Purpose
"The ACA isconcernedthat well-meaning
effortsto protect theindividual not curtail
theright of theinformed, prepared pad-
dlersto practicehi s or her sport. We be-
lievethat there s muchto be gained by the
individual and thesport asawhol e by tak-
ing calculatedrisks.... Webdievetheindi-
vidua aloneisresponsiblefor the conse-
quencesof hisactions;.."

Similarly, Watters saysin Whitewater
| River Book, “Safety isthe responsibility
and choiceof individuals, and the choiceis
somethingthat should beleft inthe wilder-
nessexperience’”.

BIl Mason, thelegendary canoeist,

teacher, author and filmmakerismoreto
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the point about thisrule. Intheintroduc-
tion to Path of the Paddle he hasan excdl-
lent discussionabout solo trips,and a-
though heisquick to point out their risks
and dangers, he speaks clearly to those
safety consciousgroupsand their well
intentioned rule against boating a one.

Masonsays"| amassaf ety conscious
asthey are, yet | cannot bring mysdf to
say that traveling aloneisathing of the
past. | don't think anyone hastheright to
say that".

Of coursethere are plenty of cases
wherethisdidactic rule has been pub-
lished over theyears. You can oftenfind it
in thesafety rulesof school or scout

groups, or boatingclubscateringto nov-
ices. Whilethis"Never ..” rule should redlly
betossedin somedeep river, itisperhaps,
forgivablein the context of dealingwith
beginningboaterswho smply havent a
clue. Butinthe Preface of Western

Whitewater you strongly imply that the

book isfor ALL river runners,including
daring experts.

You purposely avoid authoritarian dic-
tums like"Neverrun classV* orsnla
ruleswhich might beincludedfor excep-
tionally naivestudents. So why do you say
"Never boat alone™?

Thereisanissued integrity that needs
to beaddressed here. If wearetemptedto

Guidelines for Contributors
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that is, they should be stylistically pattered to
fit into our Features, AWA Briefs, Conservation
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includeruleslike"Never boat alone" sm-
ply to dissuade novicesfrom doing some-
thing stupid, but redly intendfor themto
be broken by advanced boaters, then cer-
tainly we should ban boating classV wa
ter, maybeeven classIV. And we should
probably up-ratedl rapidsat least one
notchto protect these eager neophytes.
Right?

Thisisanissuewhich has confronted
many rulemakersand rapid ratersover
theyears, and most of them, like your-
salves, havecometo the conclusionthat
honesty isthe best policy. Tell itlikeitis.
So,if your goingto addresstheissue o

solotrips, letsdoit with the same sense of
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honesty.

For some reason, many peoplere-
spondtotheissued boatingaloneina
very personal way; they often trand atethe
question of whetherit's okay to boat alone
into"Would | ever boat done?’. But the
real question hereis"If somebody does
want to boat al one, and appears compe-
tent to do so, should wetry to stop
them?".

O coursetherewill occasionallybea
few craziesand spacecasenoviceswho
show up at the put-inalonefor all the
wrong reasons, but | think that any experi-
enced ranger could weed out these types
based on a short conversationabout their
experienceand an examinationaf their
gear.

Over theyears, most authoritiesand
organizationshaveredlized that boating
aoneisnot a problemfor river runners.
O all theriver permitsl have obtained on
westernriversover thelast 12 years, |
have never had any problemsgettingap-
proval for asolotrip. Theoneexceptionto
thi s wastheriver officeat Dinosaur Na
tional Monument (thispark speciaizesin
fossils) which used to ban sol o trips, but
has recently relaxed theseregulations
somewhat.

River managerstend to bevery deci-
sivewhen it comesto dealing with serious
safety problems. They hateit whenvisi-
torsget killedin their park; and they are
quick to remedy the problemwith safety
ruleswherever they seefit. Hencethe
srict regulationson lifejacketsand other
saf ety equipment. If boating alonewere
any kind of real safety problem,these
peoplewould certainly have madeit more
difficultto get permitsfor solotrips.

But they haven't. Thereissmply no
experiential or rational reasonto believe
that boating aloneisasafety problemin
itsdlf.

I think that thereis, however, a poten-
tial problemwith the publicationdf "Never
boat dlone'. Typicaly, peoplenew to the
sport willfirethemselvesup with legend-
ary storiesd solo adventureslikethose of
Patterson, Mason, Kirschbaum, and
Blackadar. And sincethese great deeds
blatantly violateone of the most emphatic
safety rulesonyour lig, it may appear that
they will haveto make a choice between
being asafe boater or being alegendary
boater. It may even encouragethemto
scoff at all your other safety rules.

Which would be unfortunateas your
safety rulesin Western Whitewater are ac-
tually very good. | especidly likethe ones
starting with"Know how to recognize...”,
"Know therisks of ...”, and "Know thedan-
gersaof ..."”. Thesenot only providewarn-
ings, but good advice, and alist of key-
wordsfor theinnocent to dwell on before
they set out in someskinny little boat.

Ancther latent drawback to theinclu-
sion of unfoundedbut sermonicruleslike
"Never boat alone'" isthat once a person
doesgo solo, but doesn't meet the bogey
manaswarned, hemay well start tofeel
abovetherules, invincible, Godlike.

Thisisawonderful feding, to besure,
but truly dangerous. Infact, frommy own
experience,| would guessthat thefeding
of invulnerability istheroot causedf most
of theworst mishapson theriver. Publish-
ing direwarningswhich proveeasy toig-
nore s mply encouragesthiskind of over-
confidencein boaters.

Safety issuesaside, thereisa particu-
larly profaneaspect to this"Never boat
aone' rulethat reeksdf betrayal . Betraya
of the greatest heroesdf our sport and
many of theclassicstoriesdof our time. In-
deed, abetraya of the very thread and fab-
ric of true wildernessadventure.

Theheart of all profoundwilderness
experienceisthedirect, unprotected
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" meeting of individual and nature. Whether

its asearch for solitude, or abattlewith
the Gods, sol o trips have always provided
aclassic and profound way for thisto oc-
cur.

Many of the storiesthat stir theimegi-
nation of adventurousboatersaretalesof
solotripsintothewilderness. Storiesof
discovery and learning, freedomand a
new perspective; stories o adversity and
adventure, and a passionfor life. Stories
like RM. Patterson's Dangerous River,
when on hisfirst solotrip up the Nahanni
River, hefeltlike"thelast survivorof the
human race coweringin thedusk beside
his puny fire at the bottom of somevast
shadowy canyon - a monstrousgashinto
the heart of adead world".

Or Anderson's and Hopkinson's ac-
count in Riversdf the Southwest of
Walter Kirschbaum'’s solofirst descent of
Gore Canyon of the Colorado, which starts
off "Perhapsin 1962 no oneelseinthe
world was equdlly qualified to makethe
run... andin 1962 Gore Canyon repre-
sentedthe outer limitsof possibilityin
whitewater boating. Kirschbaumwould
haveto maketherun alone...

Or thestory of Walt Blackadar’s in-
crediblesol o through Turnback Canyon of
the Alsek River. Thefirstand last boater to
eventhink of runningthi s 10 milestretch
o seethingclass VI whitewater. Theexpe-
riencewasso awesomethat helater tried
toexplainit by claimingthat he had
"missedthe eddy"”, an unlikely story that
no one believed.

Theseand many other talestold in the
flickeringfirelight arethe very soul of wil-
derness boating, the stuff of dreams and
aspirationsfor many boaters. The ultimate
experience.Vey few of uswillever come
closeto these experiences,very few will
actualy evertry. But wearededingwith
hopesand dreamshere, aswell asreali-



ties, and it seemsparticularly brutal and
irresponsibleto try to ban such legendary
achievements.

Asboaterswe need to protect these

dreamsand the right to realizethem some-
day. Evenif it isdiscouraged by everyone
involved, we must allow those few brave
soulsthat are well prepared theright to
boat dloneintothejawsdo death, the gates
of hell or the depthsof their own being.
Any attempt to make these experiencesil-

This cold winter
experience
warm culture &
hot paddling.

hris Spelius created Expedi-
C ciones Chile to satisfy the
adventurer: "the best whitewa-

ter on earth," comfortable base
camps, great food, hassle-free
logistics —with lots of river time, all
set in a South American summer.

Paddle Chile's three most
spectacularrivers: the Rios Bio Bio,
Fuy, and Futaleufu in a two week tour.
Longer, shorter and less "extreme"
trips are available!

Realize your kayaking dream
vacationby joining us for
an excitingwhitewater adventure.

Call or write for our
color_bro_chure. Y LA o
Special aifares of —4 ¥
$785 per person -~
are now available
(limited spaces,
so, call soonl)

legd would beaterrible betrayal of al
that wildernessboatershold sacred.
Sowhat should we do aboutthi s rule?
| supposethat sincel havedecimatedit
(hopefully), I should offer somethingcon- | that isnot only misguided, but lacks any
| structiveinitsplace. Actualy,l wouldlike | kind of useful advice; some explanationdf
the safety risk would be much more use-
ful.
Perhaps:
| "Boatingalonegeneraly means dedl-
! ing with problemsal one, and mishaps

Butif you dofed compelledtowrite
rules, they should be phrasedin away that
triesto be helpful rather than dictatorial.
"Never boat alone" isan ominousedict

to degp-sixit, just liminateit, and leave
theresponsibilityforthi s decisonto the
boater. | think thereare way too many
rulesaready. Boatersshould bethinking
about redlities, not rules.

When: Mondav, October 3rd. Registration at 8am in
parking lot below dam OR pre-register at the Gauley
Festival at the NARR/Perception Booth !

333 Earl's Roed  Bryson City, NC, USA 28713
Fax/Phone704/488-9082
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* Per mere information eall Pannia Hadepaih af [304]658-5242
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might have much moreseriousconse-
quences' or, if youinsist onasterner
warning, stick to the morereasonableand
widdy acceptedrule:

"Boatingaloneisnot recommended”
or, if you must,

"Boatingaoneisdiscouraged” or, bet-
ter yet:

"Boatingaloneisnot recommendedas
mishapson sol o trips might have much
more seriousconsegquences.”

Stuart,

II 703-694-6873
American Whitewater v Gauley Festival 1994

Thereisactualy alot of good advice
which should be offeredto the sol o boater
to be, but it would never fitin alist of
rules. If youwouldliketo deal withthisis-
suein moredepthinany of your future
publications, | would enjoy contributingto
thiseffort. | amenclosingan articleon
solotripsthat | wrotefor Canoe Magazine
(Dec. 1988), but | havelearned alot since
thenand would be glad toshare these
thingswith your readers.

For maximum performance, propulsion, and fun
try our new hand paddles. Made from uniquely pigmented
crosslink plastic, featuring a Latex tubing finger strap and a
nylon webbing wrist strap. $18 postpaid.

To order or receiveour catalog call or write:

Gorifla Whitewater

Rt.1 Box 761

VA 24171

| would be ddlighted to hear about
your thoughtsand experiencesonthisis-
sue.

And, asidefrom your edict on boating
alone, | think Western Whitewater isan

excellent piecedf work.
Congratulations on a jobwell done!

Sincerdly,
W.Scott Morrisll
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Sprayskirts, and Pogies.
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8 Ridingthe
= Big Wahoo

by Bob Gedekoh

Thefirst murky swellsrolled smoothly
and predictably. My boat rose and fell
gently, asif | had climbed aboard oned
those gentlecarousels, downsizedfor the
little kids.

Asthegradientincreased, theriver
mustered itsforcesand theswellshur -
geoned to big kid size. Soon thewaves
sprouted crisp peaksand, if you paddled
hard, you could launch the bow of your
boat skyward likearocket whenyou
reachedthe crest, soaringfor aninstant,
beforelanding with a resounding splat
deepinthe next trough.

It felt good. Real good.

| was Ridingthe Big Wahoo and | was
having Big Fun. Peeringdownstream
fromonedf the pesks, it lookedlikethis
gigantic magica sinewavewould roll on
forever.Intoxicatedby theride, | threw
cautiontothewind... hardly noticing that

thewaveswere startingto explode.

3
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Left page: Team Adventure Kyle Matinello, age 14, droppin’ into Gore Rapid, 7000 cfs, somewhere between Steepness and Nutcracker, 1994
Cadet U.S. Team K-1. Right page: Kyle looking for a line in Jacobs, North Fork of the Payette

Eventually one crashed down over my
head and | emerged fromthefoam with an
icy snootful. | had lost my momentumand
whenthe next wave erupted, just as|
reached thetop, | did backwards, surfing
downintothetrough, bracingall thewhile
toavoidaflip.

It wasan interesting t rn of events,
amusing, but not necessarily onel caredto
repeat. Recognizingthe power of theriver,
| resolvedto put alittlemore muscleto
the paddie. As| headed downstreamthe
river grew increasinglyturbulent, surging
rhythmically from left to right aswell as
up and down. Alongthe banksthe muddy
water swirled through the scrub and
around thetrees; the smaller bushesshud-
deredin response.

Theshorelinesaled by at aremark-
ableclip. How fast wasl moving? It was
hardtotdl.... certainly faster than | could
run. Perhapsten... maybeevenfifteen..
milesper hour.

| drove up and over several more
mountainsof water and, just asl was
startingto think to mysdlf,"How much
longer canthi s funlast?', | found out.

Just ahead aswell towered aboveme..

the Matterhorn of the wavetrain... and
withaburst of energetic strokes| climbed
toits magnificent peak, pausingfor anin-
stant to savor theview.

It wasbreathtaking all right, but notin
theway | might havewished.

A Monster waslurking just ten feet
aheadandtenfeet belowme Andit was
voraciousand it wasmad and it wasun-
avoidable. It wasthe Mother of All
Holes..the Dark Sidedf the Big Wahoo!

The Mongter had a viciousupstream
grin. No.. grinisnot thewordfor it... it
wasmoredf asneer. It wasdeeper than
Socrates and it had avirulent downstream
recycle. It wasthe Degth Valey of Holes.
It wasthe kind of holewherethe unwary
aurf for atime, then windowblindfor a
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while, then cartwhed!. It wasthe kind of
holewhere kayakersoftenswimand the
kind of hole whereswimmerssometimes
recycleand the kind of holewhere recy-
clersoccasiondlydie.

It wasthekind of holethat makesyou
wonder if Ridingthe Big Wahooisredly
suchagoodideal

| know the question onthetip of your
tongue.

Whereisthis Big Wahoo? How canl
findthi s river? Or, perhaps, how eam |
avoidit?

Wil, likeastate of mind, the Big Wa
hoo iseverywhere.

Okay, dmost everywhere. (lon't
think youwill finditin Kansas) But you
canfind it on amost any sizeable
whitewater river. You canfindit onthe
Hudson and the Nolichucky and the
Chatooga. You canfindit ontheLochsa
and the Arkansasand the Animas. You



—

_ream Adventure

Fred Coriell, age 14, Launchinga pillow in Gore Canyon, 1000cfs.

can findit onthe Deschuttes and the
Rogueand the Trinity.

Yau canfind the Big Wahoo on virtu-
dly any river that swells... ie. floods.. in
responseto especially heavy snow melt or
rain. Theimportant questionisnot
whether you can find it; but whetheryou
shouldfindit.

Infact, defining the Big wahoo isnot
easy. Water levelsthat areintimidatingto
an advanced boater may seemtrivial toan
expert, particularly onefamiliar witha
river. The North Fork of the Payette at
1800cfsisa Big Wahooto me, but the Big
Dogsof Idaho considerthi s aninconse-
quential level. To a degreethe Big Wahoo
isintheeyeof the beholder, but for the
purposedf thi s articlewe are defining
Paddling the Big Wahoo astacklinga com-
monly paddled river at an uncommonly
highleve.

High water addsa new dimensionto
paddling riversthet are, at theusual levels,
classIl and IV. Peddling the Big Wahoo
can berollickingfun, but itisnot without
seriousrisk. Dayson bigwater are likethe
littlegirl inthe nursery rhyme.. when they
are goodthey ar e very, very good, but
when they are bad they are horrid.

Staying Out offrouble

Flooded riverspresent uniquechal-
lengesand dangers, gettingintotrouble
becomesall too easy, whilegettingout of
troublecan be nexttoimpossible. Whenit
comesto high water, the odds arestacked
to challengethe boater, if not to beat him.

Consider even the most basicfactor,
the essential "qudlity" of thewater. Be:
cause highwater isoften afunction of
snow melt or early spring rains,the Big
Wahoo generally rangesfrom chillyto
frigid. Onerarely getsto paddlethe Big
Wahoo on awarm, sunny day.

Hooded riversareamost never clear,
silt and sediment render the medium
opague, makingit difficult to detect rocks
and obstacl esjust below the surface. Even
wavesand holestake on a peculiar ap-
pearance. Asanyonewho haspaddiedthe
Grand Canyon knows, negotiatingaboom-
ing class|V chocolate milk shake can be
difficult.

| have paddledthe Cheat and the
Tygart when they wereso muddy that my
every splashleft agitty hazeon my

Ameican Whiteweter v Gauley Fetivel1994

glasses, one that wasalmostimpossibleto
wipe away.

And dirty flood watersar e oftenripe
withinfectiousagents. When heavy rans
occur, particularly during warm westher,
barnyards, sewage digposd plantsand
septic tanks rel ease bizillions of bacteria
and virusesintotheir watersheds. Asare-
sult boatersmay develop commonail -
mentssuch asswimmersear (otitis
externa) or skin infections(cellulitis) at
thesite of minor cutsand abrasions.

A goodfriend of mineoncewound up
inthe hospital withavirulentinfectionin
hishand after heskinned aknuckleona
flooded Tygart tributary. Theinfection,
which developedin lessthat twelve hours,
occurredin spiteof vigorouscleansing
and antisepticapplicationat thetake out.

Therisk of contracting moreserious
infections, such as hepatitisor giardia, is
no doubt increased when paddling dirty
flood waters. Cautious Connoisseursof
the Big Wahoo routinely flush their ear ca
nd s with aweak whitevinegar/ al cohol
solutionand carefully rinse any cutswith
clean water and apply an antibioticoint-
ment such as neosporinafter getting off
theriver. Certainly extendedroll practices
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the Big Wahoo

Left:.Team Adventure Justin Souter, age 15, Droppin’ into Gore Rapid, 7000cfs, 1994 Jr. U.S. Team C-2.25 Right: Team Adventure

Luke Moore, age 14, Big Air, Gore Canyon, 1000cfs, 1994 Jr. U.S. Team C-1.

A POINT TO PONDER
Monitoring the Big Wahoo

As aconsequencedf geometry, therelationshipbe-
tweenthelevd d ariver, asmeasured with avertica
gauge, and the actud flow, asmeasured in cubic feet
per seconds, isnot alinear one. To putthissimply,as
most riversget higher their gaugesbecomelesssensi-
tive. Thedifferencebetweeneight feet and ninefeet in
termsd volumeandact ual flowisusualyahel of alot
greater thanthe differencebetween oneand twofest.

Thisisapoint well worth ponderingwhen you are
temptedto ridethe Big Wahoo.
Congderthi s datafrom the Lower Y oughiogheny.

Gauge readingin feet Actual flow (cfs)
L7 s 600
2.0 i 750
3.0 e 1650
B0, 2900
5.0 4400
B.0 e, 6350
7.0 e 8000
8.0 s 10500
9.0 e, 13500
100 e 18000

American Whitewater v Gauley Festival 1994



Riding the Big Wahoo

in cruddy flood watersareill advised.

Microorganismsar e not the only unde-
sirablelifeforms which find their way into
flooded rivers. High water oftenflushes
snakesfrom their rocky densaongthe
river. Mogt of these areharmless, but cop
perheads and rattlesnakessometimesare
swept into theseserpentineregattas.
Needlessto say arattlesnakethat has
beenflushedfromthe comfort of itsden
intoaragingriver may be atriflefoul tem-
pered.

Thesesnakeswant out of thewater
and they want out of thewater NOM A
warm dry rock would be peachy, but the
deck of akayak will doina pinch. It isnot
awayseasy to dissuadea disgruntled and
confused snakefrom climbing onto your
bost.

Raft passengersareancther lifeform
that frequently winds upinthedrink when
riversrun high. Yearsagoawell known
safety boater on the Cheat wasfaced with
the unenviabletask of retrievingan in-
jured raft customer who had cometo rest
onasmall boulderinthemiddle of the
deluge. The Cheat wasten feet and rising
fast; with each passingminutetherafter's
pedestal becamesmaller and smaller.

Thestalwart safety boater managedto
ferry acrossthetorrent to the microeddy
behind the boulder, only to discover that
the rafter wasnot the only critter taking

PILE

refugeon the rock... heshared hissanctu-
C ome 5 2e ary withtwo surly copperheads! The
rafter wassafely evacuated from the rock;
US the snakeswereleft tofendfor them-
E selves.
Live
at the
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River Renovations

All manner of debrisfindsitsway into
riversinflood. Tires, outhouses,trees...
you nameit. As longasthese objectsare
moving with the flow they offer minima
hazard, but whenthey cometorest atin-
opportunel ocationsthey becomedeath-
traps. Morethan ten percent of
whitewater fatalitiesoccur secondary to
entrapmentin treesaccordingto a recent
AWA safety survey.

The Big Wahoo often depositsstrain-
ersin unexpected places. Thereisnothing
moredisconcertingt han driftingarounda
blind cornerinafamiliar rapid, only todis-
cover that a strainer isblocking your route
of choice. If you arelucky, you spininto
aneddy, if nat.... O coursethisrisk of en-
trapment persistslong after the Big Wa
hoo hasspent itsfury.

Lateth s winter the Upper Yough
raged at alevd that amazed eventheloca
oldtimers... nearly spillingout intothe
streets of Friendsville. This Wahoo was
not without consequence. A forked tree
cameto rest acrossthefaceof the Tomb-
stone Rock in Lost and Found —~ " Up
Fdlg). Thishasawaysbeen adangerous
spot, thesite of onefatality and a number
of closecalls.

Fortunately thetree, which could not
be seen from the pool above, did not block
the conventional route. But anyoneblown
"off line" waslikely to find themselvesin a
very, very bad way.

That tree hassince been removed but

EXTRASPORT-SEDA

ORPDER-SERYHEE=-

APPAREL

.Box 122 « Lag Creek, SC 29658
(803)647-9912
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Riding the Big Wahoo

the point remains... extra cautionisin or-
der when paddlingariver, even a familiar
one, during or after aflush of high water.
Under these circumstancesit isagood
ideato ask local boatersif they know of
any new obstaclesbeforelaunching.
Sometimeswholerapidschangewitha
flood. The November deluge of 19854-
tered thetopography o the Cheat River
forever, rearrangingboul dersthe size of
houses. Thosedf uswho paddiedtheriver
for thefirst time, several daysafter the
flood (at eight feet- a Big Wahooin and of
itself), got several eyepopping surprises.

Not theleast of thesewasthe megahole
which appeared and remainsat Big Nasty
and thetotal "renovation” of Coliseum.
Let metell you there wassome scram-
bling going on that day!

Withinthe past thirty years muddlides
and avalancheshave created completely
new rapidson a number of popular west-
em rivers,includingthe Colorado and the
Pledra. Wetaketheserapidsfor granted
now, but you can besure that their ap-
pearancecameasquiteasurprisetothe
first boaterswho paddled acrossthem.

Facing the Challenge

But these are problemsthat oneen-
countersafter the Big Wahoo. What about
the challengeadf paddling the Big Wahoo
itself!

Thereisof coursethe obvious. Big wa-
ter makesbigwaves. Bigwater isturbu-
lent. Big water isunpredictable.. it snirls
and explodesunexpectedly. You can play
with bigwater and it can play with you.

Eddy linesbecomeeddy walls. Rapids
"flowingupstream” formin eddiesthat are

CLOTHING FOR WATERSPORTS

Drysuits

Whirlpool Drytop

Paddling Pants

Polar Lite Pile

Nylon Pile

Kokatat

5350 Ericson Way
Arcata, CA 95521
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Riding the Big Wahoo

usually tranquil. Sometimesthese rapids
taketheformof whirlpools. Breaking out
of such an eddy can present an unnerving
and frustrating challenge. Somebecome
inescapable.

We recently published an account of a
perplexed boater who spent an discomfit-
ingtimerecirculatingin such a depressed

eddy on Chile€'s Futaleufu,

During high water eddy linesattain
amazingstrength, snapping boatsaround
inanindant. Itiseasy tounderestimate
their power; if you don't change your lean
fast enough, you will find yoursdlf floun-
deringfor a brace, or even upsidedown.
And rollingin a churning, swirling, turbu-

‘menasha

Distinctive Booksfor the Out-of-Doors

We offer awide selection of paddling books, including:

The Appalachian Whitewater Series:
Vol. I: The Southern Mountains........514. %
Vol 1Z The Central Mountains eeeeeeeee.$l3. B

Whitewater Talesof Terror $6%

Kayak: A Manual of Technique $12 6
The Whitewater Sourcebook $19. %
Wildwater West Virginia $14. %

To Order Call

800-247-9437

00

Mibrook proudty introduces. 4 new whitewaler cances for

< 1983: The REAKTOR, PROWLER, CULPRIT, AND FATBOY
Don1 forget the Souhegan and AD/DC! They are great for

# wesk-and padding. Step imio the light weight worid of

= Millbrook Bosts, with over 20 cancos designs o choose from:
We have something for evenyonel

%

x ""Ew HA!

Esch cance I custom made. All modeds are made of Keviarpraphie consiruction,
Prices range from §7T00-$800. Cal or write for 8 catalogue. They are FREE!

John Kazimierczyk, Millbrook Boats
49 Lufkin Road, Weare, NH 03281
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603) 529-3919

lent eddy can befar moredifficultt het
rdlirg in astraightforward wave train.

It becomesdifficult to roll when vigor-
ouscurrentsare playing seesaw vith your
paddle. Meanwhileyour boat spinslikea
top. Inevitably you find yourself "set up”
ontheunfavorableside. Small wonder
these spotsearn nameslike“The Eddy of
Woe'.

Largewavesand hydraulicsaretwo of
the most distinctivefeaturesaof highwater.
At highflowsriversand their passengers
move quickly. Everything happensfast,
boatersmust beableto read theriver and
choosean appropriatelinewithout hesita-
tion. Obstaclesand holesmust be antici-
pated well in advanceif they areto be
avoided. It iseasy for the uninitiatedto un-
derestimatethe speed and power of the
Big Wahoo.

It helpsif oneisfamiliar with theriver
at lower levels, but certainly this does not
guaranteean uneventful cruise. At high
water levelsfamiliar landmarksand even
entirerapidssometimesdisappear.

Onestormy spring day afew yearsago
we paddled West Virginids New &t twelve
feet. We maintained our orientation
through the Keeney Rapids, but then we
got "lost".

Nothing looked familiar. Althoughwe
had dl paddled the New at more conven-
tional levelscountlesstimes, wewere
thoroughly confused. Werewein Double
Z? Undercut Rock?Cod Tipple? And
where was Greyhound?

"Wherein hell ar e we??* we shouted
to oneanother over theroar of theriver.
Thi s riddle remained unsolvedutil the
Bridgecameintosight.

Fanl i ar riversthat are tameat con-
ventional levelstake on an entirely differ-
ent character at highflows. Consider the
Lower Yough. Dangerousholesemerge
dong the popular river left route through
Entrance. And no oneisgoing to negotiate
adaom coursethroughthe explodingtur-
bulencet hat isnormally the Dartmouth
Rapid.

Dimple Rock isgone, SwimmersHole
isgone, Double Hydraulicisgone!

But severa "new" megaholesappear. ..
pouroverst hat form behind rocks nor-
mally fiveto ten feet abovethesurface. If
you know theriver you can anticipatethe
location of these maneaters, but if youare
unfamiliar with the river, you could be
swept into one of these traps.

Even the most cautiouswhitewater
paddlersfind themsel vesstuck in hydrau-



Riding the Big Wahoo

lics from timeto time. Big Wahoo enthusi-
asts

should be preparedto deal with this.

Paddlersshouldtry to paddleforwardand
backwardsacrossthe hole, hoping to find
aweak spot intherecycle. Oftenitispos
sibleto punch out oneof endsof the hy-
draulic. Allowing the boat to spinor
doughnut in the hole may facilitate escape;
if the current catches thebow orstern, it
may kick the boat and boater out.

Intentionally (or unintentionaly)flip
ping may also work if you extend your
body and paddlei nt o the deeper down-
stream currents. Of coursesometimes
largeholeshaveideasd their own; after a
flipyou may find yourself
“windowblinded” uprightagan... and ill
inthe hydraulic!

Asalast resort decked boaterscan
poptheir skirts, alowingtheir boatstofill
withwater. Th s extraweight may alow
the boat to wash out of the hole. Unfortu-
nately sometimesthereisno choicebut to
swimforit Nooneiseager to abandon
their boat in amonster hydraulic, but it is

un ique qlnﬁs
Ereu:i’mn'é.
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best not tostay inyour boat until youare
completely exhaustedand haveno re-
serve. Remember that swimmersoften
recirculatein largeholesseveral timesbe-
forethey flushfree. In thesecircum-
stancesfollow Wabridge's adviceand use
your body to"Makeshapes".

River wide ledgeswhich may be of
littleconsequenceat low levelscanform
gigantic keepersat higher flows. And the
carvedfacesd rocks, normally high
abovethe surface, may create menacing
undercutsaswater levelsrise

Familiarity with theriver,theabiity to
read water and solid boating skills should
be requisitesto high waterruns.

Itisawaysbest to paddlethe Big Wa
hoowithacadre of skilled boaterswho
understandtherisksinvolved and agreeto
look out for one another. Theindividua
who knowsthe river best should lead and
astrong paddler with good sdlf rescue
skills shoul d sweep.

Thegroup should make every effort to
stay together; remembering that swift,
powerful currentscan separate members

MGUH%&H"E

of aparty by morethan hdf amileinjust
aminuteor two. Whenever possible,

thosein thelead should pausein an eddy
or pool toalow thegroupto"tightenup”.

Rescues can be surprisinglydifficult
on the Big Wahoo. Inthe unfortunateoc-
currencecof a"YadSde', boaters, boats
and gear drift apart quickly andit iseasy
tolosesight of them. Assuringthesafety
of aswimmer must betheforemost prior-
ity, retrievinggear asecondary, albeitim-
portant, concern. Slingsand carabineers
that arereadily accessiblecanfacilitate
therescue of abandoned canoesand kay-
aks, especiallyif the boatsar e outfitted
with adequatefloatation.

Even so, salvaging boatsand paddies
can be nearly impossibleon continuous
riverslikethe Colordo'sAnimas during
peak snow melt. At high water the Animas
featuresbig, booming classIII-IV rapids
that extend without respitefor milesand
miles. To make matters more difficult,
therearefew large bouldersalongthe
shore... hencethereare preciousfew ed-
dies. Swimmers,who can pull themsdlves
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Team Adventure

Silas Treadway, age 15, Tunnel Falls, Gore Canyon, 1000cfs.
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Riding the Big Wahoo

ontoshore, generally fare better t han their
gear. Overtheyearsquiteafew boatsand
paddles have been devoured by theimpen-
etrableSecond Box Canyon of the
Animas.

Boat Selection

Whet isthe best boat design for pad-
dling the Big Wahoo? Ak ten expertsthat
question and you will getten differentan-
swers. Squirrely currentscan create havoc
with diminutivedaomand squirt boats.
But proponentsof thesevesselsarguethat
they tend todlicethroughor get blown out
of largeholes. And, becausethey arelight
and maneuverable,afew well-timed
strokes may alow you to dodgetrouble
entirely.

Larger boatsar e morestableand for-
giving... lesslikely toflipand easier to
keep online. But high volumeboats, par-
ticularly short ones, tend to stick and re-
cycleinhydraulics.Largeboatsare usu-
dly heavier, a disadvantage when quick
evasivechangesin coursear e imperative,
but an advantagewhen punchingthrough
largewavesand holes.

If entrapmentisaconcern, glass
boats, which sometimesbreak apart re-
leasingtheir occupants,and/or boatswith
large, keyhole cockpitsare wise choices.

Entrapment islessdf anissueinopen
boatsand they generaly punch through
bigwater effectively. But unlessthey are

filledwith floatation swamping can bea
problemand, by virtuedf their weight and
bulk, they can bedifficultto rescue.

Big Water... Big Fun

All thingsconsidered, itiseasy tosee
why the Big Wahoo may not be every boat-
ersbucketof tea Runningriversat high
levelscan be an intenseand scary experi-
enceand there are many excellentboaters
whojust don't enjoy paddlingcloseto the
edge.

Running high water requiresalot of
skill, strength and judgement, and perhaps
alittle bravado. Thereare unique risksin-
herent to running high water, but thereare
rewardsaswell.

Thedecisonto putonariverisanin-
dividual one, each paddler must decidefor
themselveswhethertheri sks are accept-
able. Thi s isnever moretruet han when
riversr un high.ll
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Team Adventure
Adam Boyé, age 16, North Fork of the Payette, 2000cfs, climbing out of Nutcracker, 1994 Jr. U.S. Team C-2

THE
OCOEE CANOE COMPANY

Qutfitting

e Manufacturer of High Quality Outfitting Supplies e
e Custom Outfitted Canoes e

yme Look for Team Edge Outfitting Supplies at your nearest dealer,
?\ He or call us for your nearest dealer's location.
’tum

The Ocoee Canoe Company
Come by and see us at Gauley Fest! Ocoee, Tenn.
615-338-4155

American Whitewater v Gauley Festival 1994




AND THEY LIVED TO
TELL THE TAue ...

Thisstory hasbeentold countless
times, anditgill makesagreat party tale.
Thebiggest problem| havewith settingit
downfor anational audienceishowtotdl —
it without looking stupid.

Knowingwhat | now know, or even
what the most basic whitewater novice
knowstoday, it's incrediblethat "it" hap-
pened. But you gotta understand that,
“this” wasway back inthe old days.

| began my whitewater career in 1971
onthe Y oughiogheny River. Ridingthe
rapidsinalittleraft wasan instant hit with
me. Ridingthem outsidethe raft waseven |
better. My friendsand | never attemptedto |
|earn anything about movingwater. We
thought the only way to approach arapid
wasfull speed ahead, right down the
middle. Our raft tripsinvolved moreswim-
nhing t han paddling. We didn't havethe
foggiest notionwhat a hole or an eddy
was. If the raft flipped, that wasfun, and
madethe day more memorable. You have
to remember that there was no oneelseon
theriver tolearnfrom- not that anyone
could havetaught us anything.

In 19731 wasintroducedto the Pitts-
burgh ExplorersClub. Thiswas, inthose
days, asocial organizationwhich regularly
scheduled outdoor activitiessuch asrock
climbing, parachuting, and whitewater
rafting. Theactivitiesoffered an excusefor
goingto exoticlocationsto drink. The ac-
tivitieswereawaysstrenuous, but the par-
tiesaft ervard werered killers.,

ExplorersClub memberswere under-
taking some monumental expeditionsand
awayshad great storiestotell. In redity
most of them werein way over their
heads. | fit right in with their rafting pro-

1 Riv-
| ers.
| That

gram. They rantripsto the New and

were placeswhere
wve could count on
having fun - usually
outsidetheraft.
Occasionally we
would encounter
arafttrip-the
industry wasin
itsinfancy
then- and the
guidewould
getared

\ concerned
look and
ask usif
we knew

Gaky

first 1un
Gauley mil i Ly
club lore. Somedf usshowed up
lateand had to takeour little Searsraft.
Theolder membershad dl securedspots
inthe Club'sbig rafts. The Club hasadide
of usupsidedown and airborneat Pillow
Rock that isstill shown at Christmas par-
ties. Weswamevery rapid onthe Gauley
that day.

For the next coupledf yearswe made
tripsto the New River two or threetimes
per summer. e owned two Searsspe-
cias- $9onsale horsecollar lifejackets,
and wooden canoe paddles. We camped at
Fayette Station, where our night-timeac-
tivitiesbecamelegendary.

Onceour party washigger thanwe
could fitinto therafts, so wegot atruck
inner tube and took t urns riding the rapids
in thetube. Pretty soon we werefighting
over who got to ridethetube. The New
wasperfectfor this- deep, with few rocks.
Werodeinsidethe tubewith our feet
hanging downand our arms over the
sides. It wasamazing how thetube caught
the deepest current and skirted the holes.

Not that we knew what a holewas.
We hed learned that therewererapids
called The Keeneysand Greyhound. These

il (Lhee

el AliLewaler v (Gaukey Fetival I

wisT wvas coming
L
What m sight: twa little yellow
rafts with four people In each, straddling
the tube, fiding the raft like 5 bronco

. e fhiad 10st 50 mamy paddlesthat
*me began tying ropesfromthe handlesto
iheraft. Sometimesmy dog rodein the

[ eront of therdt. Theinner tubewouldtag

:dong behind. Those guideshad every rea-
son to be concerned. But there's no doubt
N my mind that we were havingmorefun
Than their customers.

It wasabout thistime, probably
wound the campfireand the keg, that |
cameup with my theory of whitewater
reativity that can besummed up as. "Its
only water". To illustrate the finer points
d thetheory, | regularly invited my friends
withthe worst hangoversto join mefor a
sunriseswimthrough Fayette Station
Rapid. Thismorning ritual not only would
broaden our insightsinto the dynamicsdf
rivers, but it instantly cleared the cobwebs
associatedwiththe excessesof the night
before. I've since revised thistheory; but
what isso amazingto menow isthat we
got sofar into the sport without knowing
anything at all about the technical aspects
of it-and survived.

Widl, itstimeto get to the good part of

| thestory - the part that makesmelook

stupid. If youthought that | already cov-
ered that - you're wrong.



ACT &

It wasthefirst
weekendin October,
1976.1 knowthi s be-
cause it wasamonth
beforemy wedding. |
was25. | wasmadly
inlove. | wasirratio-
rial. Mist havebeen
the hormones.

Wewered
Summersville
Dam; my brideto be
and | were having a tough timewith
my theory of whitewater relativity. It was
enly water, butit was 6 inchesdeepand it
wasinsidemy tent W\e spent the early
morning hourscramped in our VW Bugin
wet sleepingbags. It was rainingas hard
asl've ever seenit rain and the water was
everywhere, Shortly after daybreak |
downed a coupleof cold Ralling Rocks
and went looking for the other Explorers. |
found them at the base of the dam, hypno-
tized by thesight of the water blowingout
of thedam. It had rained four inchesover
night and thelakewasoverflowing. The
water waslapping at ihe railing abovethe
put-in. | can imagine what thoughtswere
going through the minds of the otherswho
had cometo take on the mighty Gauley.
Somethingdk N to respectful awe. | can't
imagine now what | was-thinking.

"Where's therdts? Comeon, let's get
going". | wasgreeted with blank stares,
and stem admonitions. Nt 2 single other
person waseven contemplating gettingon
theriver. | had never considered that we
wouldn't

Sowhat's wrong withths picture?
Later that day | formulated a new ruleto
liveby: "Never makeallifeand death deci-
sion on amorning that your breakfast
camefromabrewery." T s hasserved me
wdl over theyears.

And, no, | didn't put onthe Gauley by
mysdf at 15,000 CFS. Yauthink I'm stupid,
or what?| talked somedf the Explorers
intodrivingdowntolooka the New.

Act 2

Fayette Station bridge. 20 milessouth.
Stll raining. Samerespectfulawe, ete... A
group standsand staresat the New River.
The campsite above Fayette Station Rapid
isunder water. FayetteStation Rapidis
gone. Thewater i srushing by at 50 mph,
about tenfeet below the bridgedeck The

T
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AND THEY LIVED TO TELL THE TALE

Above: New River Gorge, 12 feet, Middle Keaney. (Photo by Scott Underhili)

painted gauge on the bridge pier isunder
water.

There'ssomediscussion by the Ex-
plorersastowhat it would beliketo put
ontheNew & thislevel. I'm looking at
wherethe takeout rapid- Fayette Station-
usedto beand arguingthat it will dl be
washed out. Severa of the moreexperi-
enced Explorerskeep mentioning"Big
Hales'. | think | quoted the Theory of
Whitewater Relativity.

Frd result: Four of usdecidetotake
aSearsspecia and aninner tubeand give
itawhirl. Where, you ask, did | find three
other craziesto risk thiswithme?# .
That's Kitty, my wife. Shelovesmeand
hasno choice. #2 That's Joady, my sister.
Shetrustsmeand hasatouchdf my love
of adventure. #3 That's Ron, Joady's hus-
band. HelovesJoady and hasno choice.

Now we're ralling. Load the gear and
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" head up theroad to Fayetteville. Remem-

berthi s ispre-Bridge. Hafway up the
Gorge Road we're turned back by a
muddide. | havesincemadethisaruleto
liveby "When shuttle roadsar e washed
out theriver Godsaretryingto giveyou
onelast warning."

Thedetour was 30 milesback through
Gauley Bridgeto Fayetteville. We stopped
at agasstation to blow up the reft, then
proceededto Cunard,

We donned our heavy 2-piece hooded
diving suits and primitive PFDs. Ever
saf ety conscious, we al so worecheap plas-
tic helmets. Our paddlesweredutifully
lashedtothe raft. Kitty and | wereusing
homemadepaddiesthat | had craftedin
woodshop. | had used a wood canoe
paddlefor a pattern, lengthened the shaft
and enlarged the blade. For strength| usec
solid red oak. They were heavy, but un-



breakable. Each paddle had a hole drilled
i n the grip and we knotted a pieceof para-
chutecordlong enoughfor freedom of
movement. No oneever consideredthat it
wasal solong enoughto stranglesomeone.
| don't remember there beingany talk
about what to expect oncewewereon the
river. Wedid discussthe possibility that
the power linesbel ow railroad might bein
the water.1don't thi rk anyone had any
contingency plansif they were. We hoisted
that raft and began thelong descent to the
gorge. Ourtrusty inner tubewasin theraft
and the raft wason our heads. If anyone
had any reservationsabout theriver,
surely wewould haveturned back when
we got to the part of the hill wherea huge
mudslide had totally obliteratedthe road.

Wewere kneedeepin very unstable
mud and rock thereand could easily have
triggered another major avalanche. But |
guessthe Godsweresaving usfor the
river.

Thewater wasso highthat the put in
wasonthelower road. Theriver here
looked likethe ocean. It wassoooo wide,
with hugesmooth wavesrushing by. For
S0yardsaong each bank there weretrees
poking up throughthecurrent. | realized
that whatever happened, it wasgoingto be
fast.

| have since paddled many high water
runs. | wason the Lower Yough theday of
the'85 flood. | paddled the Grand Canyon,
the Chesat at 10feet, the Tygart at 13feet,
the Ottawain the Spring. But thiswasthe
fastest sustained current | can ever re-
member seeing. Inthetimeit takesto de-
scribet hi s debacle, wewere at the take-
out. Maybe 15 minutes.

ACT 3

Wejumped onthe raft, straddled the
tubes, got agood knee grip and paddied
likehdll to get out through thetrees. Once
intothe current everythingwas smooth
saling. Theswellswere15feet highand a
quarter o amilelong. No need to paddie;
we weretraveling too fast already. Down
past therailroad bridgein three swells-
about two minutes. Luckily we ducked un-
der the power line, short of the crest of the
wave. Afew feet higher and wewould
have been"wired"!

Having negotiated what | thought
would betheonly threat ontheriver, | be-
gan ashort discourse on how easy this
wasgoingto be. Probably even boring.
Meanwhileaswe roared around the next
bend off inthe distancethere appeareda
new feature, one that none of ushad ever

seen before. Thesamesmooth swells
werevisibleto the horizon, but then the
horizonwasfairly abrupt. Inthe center of
theriver aspout of water wasshooting
about Dfeetintotheair.

It took afew secondsfor thisto regis-
ter. Then Joady piped up withthefirst ra-
tiona idead the day. "Hey that looks
pretty big. Maybewe better try to get over
totheside".

My reaction waslessrational. " Just
paddlehard. Itsonly water.".

At any ratewe could never have got-
ten over inthe secondsthat wereleft be-
forewe crested thelip of the huge caldron
of exploding whitefroth. That instantwill
beforever etchedin four memories, per-
hapsmorein mine, sincel wastheonere-
sponsiblefort hi sfolly. Looking down 30
or 40feeti nt 0 the bottom o thehydraulic
whichstretchedfrom tree-linet o tree-
line, there wasno doubt in anyone's mind
that we were about to die.

| remember thinking, "Now | know
what aholeis.

That raft never evendowed downon
impact. | th rk werodeit al theway to
the bottom of theriver. Then| wasbeing
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tumbled and cartwheel ed through a cha:
oticmassd foamingand wrenchingwater.
Theforcewasindescribable. Any resis-
tancewasout of the question. Thi s river
wasgoingto do what it wouldto meand
al | coulddowassubmit. | tried to curl
intoaball, but centripetal force kept my
limbssplayed.

Suddenly | wasclobbered by a huge
flume of water and was carried withit. |
tuckedintoaball again and the noise
faded. Thewater becameblack and | was
surethat | wasontheverge of eternity. |
closed my eyesand waited. | wasbeing
swept away withsuchforcethat | felt like
atiny insect. Findly, my lungsforced me
toattempt something. | opened my eyes
andfor thefirst timecould seelightinone
direction.

“That must beup." | brokeintoa
strong breast-strokeand seconds | ater sur-
faced.

Simultaneouslyl began sucking indr
and surveyingthe surfacefor other survi-
vors. Thefirst thing | saw wastheraft. It
wasfloating upright about ten feet down-
stream. A coupledf strokes brought meto
it and 1flopped over thesidein seconds.
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Upstreamand off to theright | spotted the
inner tube and | amost collapsed with re-
lief when| realizedthat Ron and Kitty
wereclingingtoit. | thought | could see
Joady's yellow helmet and orangelifevest
further down river toward the right shore.

My firgt job wasto get to Kitty and
Ron and haul them back into therdt. |
grabbed my paddieropeand pulledina
splintered oak shaft. Another rope had
nothingatdl. ATl of the paddleswereed-
ther broken or gone. Suddenly beinginthe
raft seemed lessthan secure. | beganhand
paddling towardsthe tube, making very
little progress.

Kitty and Ron wereabout twenty feet
away from mewhen we cameto the sec-
ond hole. Thistimel recognized what was
coming fromthesigns.. another abrupt
horizonwith spout of water shooting high
intothear. | glanced towardsthetubefor
asecond and then, terrified, | threw my-
sdif spread-eagle acrosstherdt and
grabbed the oar-lockswith both hands.

| don't know what | thought the raft
wasgoingto do, but | wasdeterminedto
not relinquishthose oar-locks.

Fromthispositionintheraft | wasn't
really ableto see much, but after my expe-
rienceinthefirst hole, that suited mefine.
| closed my eyes.

I never did let go of those oar locks. At

some point not far into my second hole
ridethe raft wastorn free. The oar locks
weremy only connectionto realityand |
held themlikemy lifedepended oniit.

| finally surfaced, spitting up water
and suckinginair. Miraculoudy the tube
wasright besdemeand| latched ontoit.
A short distanceaway | could seethe de-
flated remnantsaf the raft floating down
stream. | had no desireto retrieveit

Feelingsdf security are by all means
relative. Floatinga 50,000 CFS river with
two other half-drowned peopleonanin-
ner tubesuddenlyfelt great. | started yell-
ingfor everyoneto strokefor shore. We
wereexhausted and scared. Onemore
holewould certainly kill us. Lettinggo of
the tube and swimming would have been
easier, but nonedf uswerewillingtordin-
quishthat tube. We madevery slow
progressto theright shore, but, thankfully,
the river had no moreterriblesurprisesfor
us.

Aswe crawled up the bank my first re-
actionwasto collapse, but | wasso wor-
ried about Joady that | scrambled up to
therailroad tracks and started running,
scanning the river and caling. | didths for
amost amileand wasdespairingdf ever
seeing my sister againwhen | rounded a
bend and spotted her camly strolling
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downthetracks.

| couldn't believeit. Wehad dl sur-
vived. | should havebeen overjoyed but |
was overcomewith exhaustion. | col-
lapsed right there and began retching.
Joady hed to help mewalk back to Kitty
and Ron. She explainedthat she had sur-
faced from the hole near theright shore,
grabbed atree, then madeit toshore.

| hadn't redlizedit, but | wastheonly

oneto hitthesecond hole. You might say |
got what | deserved. Kitty and Ron negatly
skirtedthesecond holecloseenoughto
seemy terrifiedfaceasl fdl intoit.

Wewerelessthat a one-half milefrom
Fayette Station It had taken us15 minutes
toget there, most of it spent swimmingor
hangingon an inner tube. Later | learned
that the big holesthat did usin were
formed by WhaeRock in Upper Keeney
and theundercut in DoubleZ. | havesince
paddled the New at fifteen feet and had a
closelook at each of these holesas|
drifted by. Atfifteenfeet they look very
impressive-but thereisno comparisonto
theway that |looked that fateful day from
the brink-at morethan thirty feet- with
moret han twicetheflow.

Aftermath

So, you ask, what effect didth s amaz-
ing experiencehaveon us? Wdl, fora
timel had a hard timefindingfolksto take
rafting. Weadll knew that someor dl of us
should havedied that day.

Did whitewaterlooseitscharm? Wdl,
figurethisout: | got a kayak the next sum-
mer, which opened up anew chapterin
my notoriouscareer of aquatic misadven-
tures. Kitty did indeed marry methe next
month and has al so mastered the kayak.
We now havea 15year old son who has
masteredthe Upper Yough.

Joady and Ron never got in another
rdt andtry not tothink about whitewater.
They gottheir fill of whitewater al in one
big helping. Shortly after our debaclethey
foundthe Lord and dedicatedtheir livesto
Jesus.

| would arguethat stupidissomeone
who doesn't learnfrom his experiences.
Just because someoneor something ham-
mersyou over the head doesn't meanyou
shouldn't considerit educational. | do
haveavery thick skull,butT canlearn. |
may becrazy, but I'm not stupid.

Thesedays| haveadeeply ingrained
respect for rivers. Over the years|'ve been
taught many aval uablelesson by these
powerful teachers, but that first onere-
mainsthe most memorabledf dl.
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OnBoard with the Bard...
ALL'SWELL THAT ENDS - - -WITH A BEER!

A Tale from the Big Wahoo
Based on the CGRR Nolichucky Trip of May 28,1994

by David Parker

Dramatis Personae
David Parker, Duked Decatur

Mike Frace, aka Sr Swimsalot

Sr Francis Cheung, anoble paddler

Dave Skdhomn, adown

Jon Spdler, adown

Steve Smith,aseer

Tracy Letterman, Earl d Millegeville

The Boy Scout, aka JEf Peters

Ruth Ann Marchbank, paddling a duckie
Joyce Reyndds Empressdf the Tick Farm

Kaen, wifed Tracy
Audrey Pennington, Princessd’ the Narows
May other paddiers

ACT|.

Scene 1 (Parker'sPalace)

[Enter Duke]

Duke:

Now isthewinter of my discontent
Made glorioussummer by paddling
trips.And al the snow that fell upon my
house

In the deep bosom of the ocean buried.
Now ismy brow bound with paddling hdl-
met

My torso, foreand aft, padded with PFD
| take up the broad bladed lance, the
paddie

And | cry, “Bring on the Nolichucky!"

Scene 2 (Green'sLiquor Store)

[Enter Duke]
Duke:

Onecased beer, one bottle of wine— No*

Two casesdf beer, two bottles of wine!
Insooth | hope'twill sufficemy palate
(Wel, maybeabottled gin) — Anon,

| amoff.

'ACTII

Scene 1 (A campstenear
Erwin)

1Enter Duke, Spaller, Smith and Empress.]
IEmpress:

Greetings and felicitationsl| bring

IFrom the Tick Far mwhence, lo, | have
ixaveled.

Spaller:

Jere comesthe Empress,in sportivehu-
inor

Fanwould| jest eretwilightfall thisday.

Smith:

Yau axethree paddlers, yea, whom des-
tiny—

That hath, asitsinstrument, thisworld
And what isin’t, the never-surfeited river,
\M trash many ere sunset tomorrow.

Duke:
Yd what strange drowsi nesspossesses
me

| Veily, will | takemy rest. Wondrous

Heavy. And befreshto paddie anon.
| will not adventure my discretion.

ACT

Scenel (the Noliehucky River
put in)

| [EnterTracy and Sir Francis.]
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Tracy:

Thou see'st weare not al alone unhappy:
This swift flowin river going by
Presentsmore woeful pageantsthan the
scene

Whereinwe play.

Franci s:

Al theworld's ariver,

And men and women here merely pad-
ders.

They havetheir eddiesand their ferries,
#nd onemanin histimesurfsmany holes.

|| Scene 2 (On the Rocks)

| Enter the Empress, Sir Francis, Sir
Siwimsalot and Duke]

Empress:

E?e, what monstroushole awaitsme here,
Would that | were positionedstrai ghtaway
lleigh-ho, | amundone! [Exeuntvessel]

Duke:
Roil, roil, oh thouwondrousriver
et | willtry thelagt. Besidemy boat
I givemy stronglow brace: Har k! Hark!
And yet
‘What water fillsmy vessel ?To prevent
My navigation?'Zoundd | amundone! [Ex-
sunt vessel]

Sr Swimsalot:

Forsooth| know not primogeniture
[mbues in me aquatic contretemps
Whenleast | glub expectglub, glub,
Glub, glub, glub, glub. [Exeuntvessel]

Franci s:

[n sooth, | promise you (except for Quar-
ter Mile)

Theway ismush easier aswe go.

Scene 3 (Quarter Mile)

[Enter Skelly, Duke and Sir Francis|
Skelly:

| Tosneak, or not to sneak: that istheques-

tion:

Whether ‘til nobler in the mind to suffer
Thescrapesand bruisesof outrageousfor-
tune

Andflail my aamsagainstariver of
troubles

In my opposingend swim. Tosneak, to
swim

No more— and by asneak we say weend
Theheadache, and the thousand natural
shocks

Svimmingfleshisheirtd 'Tis a consum-
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mation

Devoutly to beshunned. To
sneak, toswim=—

Tosneak perchanceto swim;
ay, there'sthetub.

Duke:
| grunt and | sweat throughthi s
weary rapid

And now find my off-sideferry will
not do

I'll switch hands, the bt —AAUUGH! ~
[Exeuntvessdl]

Franci s:
I n sooth, | promiseyou (as | quoth ear-
lier)

Theway ismuch easier aswe go.

ACT IV.

Scenel (below Roostertail)

[Enter Boy Scout]

B. Scout :

Isthis apaddiewhich| see before me,
Thehandletoward my hand?Come, let me
clutchthee.

| havethee not, and yet | see theestill
Artthou not, fatal vision, sensible
Tofedingastosight, or art thou but
A paddleof the mind, afalsecreation,
Proceedingfromthe beer-oppressed
brain?

Scene2 (Lower Rollercoaster)

[Enter Ruth, Princess, Duke, Julieand Sir
Francis]

Rut h:

0, wonder!

Francis:
Insooth, | promiseyou as

That in
thelr secret judg-
e — AAUUGH! [Exeunt

Scenel (thetake
out at the campsite near

[EnterJulie, Spaller and Duke]

Julie:

Qit, damned knavel Qi | say!

One, two: why then 'tis timetodo't Hdl is

vess ]

Franci s:
If thou wilt be saved, seizeyon rope anon.

Duke:

Forsooth, good fortunecheers, noble pad-
dler

My gratitude knowsno—

Julie:

Hiethee, hither

Tur n loosethe rope, for verily wesee
More swimmersfollow inyour perilous

path.

- Rut h:
- A rope! A rope! My duckie for arope!
i Glub, glub, glub, glub, glub, glub.

" Princess:

How many goodly paddlersarethere here! [ Glub, glub, glub, glub, glub, glub.

How beauteoustheriverid O brave new
world

That has such peoplein’t! AAUUGH!
[Exeuntvessdl, very longswim ensues.]

Princess: (sngs)
Comeuntotheseyedlow sands

And then take hands.

Curtsied when you have and kissed
Thewild waveswhilst.

Why, tis a boisterousand arude river,
Not for beginners. Why, she defiesme
AAUUGH! [Exeuntvessel]

Duke:
I know not whether theriver godsrule
For some displeasingservicel havedone
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murky.
Re, my lord, fie! A paddler undeterred.

Duke:
Here's neither bush nor shrub o bar
Thetakeout of thisnoblecrew.

Spaller:

Here, kiss the book [Givesh mdri nk]
Thoughthou canst swimlikeaduck,
Thou art madelikeagoose.

Scene?2 (the campfire)

[Enter Duke]

Duke:

If 1 offend,itiswith my goodwill.

| That you shouldthink, | comenot to of-

fend,

But with good will. Toshow nmy simple
skill,

That isthetrue beginningof my end.
[Exeunt/H

814-422-8844
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A Blast from the Past

Tips on Surviving the Big Wahoo

1DIG

Bl AR -
BIiG,
NOT
Lombass

the

Reprinted fromthe 1971 Winter issue

By Dr. Walt Blackadar,

Editor'snote: Dr. Walt Blackadar,
who died paddling one of hisfavorite
rivers, the South Fork of the Payette,
was a true whitewater pioneer. Hewas
among thefirst to paddlemany o the
western United State'smost difficult
mums and he was renowned for his abil-
ity to negotiate big water. This article,
written for American Whitewater in
1971, isd morethan historicinterest;
Blackadar’s tips on paddling BIG WA-
HOO whitewater are still quite valid to-
day.
One point o interest, the meaning o
theterm"Hair" has evolved during the
past twenty-five years- i N Blackadar’s
day "Hair" wasused to refer to big riv-
ersrunning high, asopposed to steep,
technical creeks.

PaddlingHair need not be nearly asex-
hausting as many boatersmakeit. Weall
started paddling our first big water with
the shout "'paddie har d —paddid” inour
ears. Many of our best boatershave never
been abletoforget thisphilosophy even
after they no longer neededit for reassur-
ance. Actudlythe chargetechniqueis
sometimesthe cause of upsetsin bigwa
ter. My mottoisquitetheantithesis,
"Whenin Hair relax and keep your paddle
highand dry."

Mogt of us havegraduatedto
whitewater viaopen canoes, and wesoon
learnedin thesefragilecraft to back
paddieand | et the boat climb the waves. A
crashing ondaught by the boater soon
brought afull boat and capsize. A kayak
(K-D under forward power, goingfaster
than the oncomingwave, hasno chanceto
riseand ride over the challenge, but rather
cutsthroughand becomesunstable. A
craftfloatingat the speed of thewaveis
veay stable until it reachesthe brink and
thentendsto get flipped back fromthe
cres.

_ Thusaboater can relax, most goto
sleep, evenin hugeHair, until hi s boat
reachesthe summit of each wave. At that
instant a brief but definitedownstream
feint or, if necessary, a stroke/brace com-
bination preventsthe expected upstream
flipandletsoneagainrelax for a couple of
seconds until the next crest isreached.
Thisfeintisactualy abluff rather thana
stroke, and usudly never hitsthewater;
however it doesshift the body weight, and
if the wave hasbeenread properly, noth-
ingmoreisrequired, evenfor abigwave.

If thefeint provesinsufficient, itisth

Above: A whitewater explosion on the
Niogzra Gorge. (photo by D. Cochran)

continuedon into astroke or braceto
which onethen commitshimsdf toas
much as necessary.

| frequently watch kayakers fight their
boatsto maintain a bowdownstream a p
proach in Hi r, and | am surethat most of
them whowatch my nonchal antattitude
fed that it is pure showmanshipto enter
sdewaysor backwards. Thisisnot always
hue; inreverseitispossibletolieback on
therear deck and shift one's weight way

| back and one'sarms easily reachalmostto |

thestern. Onceimmersedinawaveona
high brace, itiseasy to hold onfor some
time, until the lightened bow climbsover
thewave. Thestern thusbecomesasea
anchor, pullingthe kayak to safety.

Sidewaysisstableif on hittingacrest-
ingwaveyoufal downstreamand catch a
high brace through the wave, pullingthe
boat over thetop beforerightingyour
body. If you really commit yourself on the
brace, it isimpossibletoflip upstream no
matter how violent the wave.

Th s opensa new approachto big-wa-




—

Mark Whife on the Clark's Fork of the
Yellowstone.

ter kayaking. Forget the angulation of
one's boat, relax until reaching the crest of
awave, and look for danger. Thi s | atter ad-
ageisthesingle mostimportant aspect of
stayingdivein Har. Read the water at a
glance, react only if needed. Don't focus
your attentionall over theriver but con-
centrate on the second or third wavedi-
rectly ahead just asyou crest, occasionally
glancingfarther down rivert o check your
generd positionrelativeto what iscom-
ing.

In bigwater uniformwavesare your
safety, and breaksin the rhythm suggest
danger. I moundswith no wave showing
below ar e potentially dangerous; each flat
pancakeisawarning of the holedirectly
upstream. At first onefears crashingdown
hugewaterin bigwaves, but it soon be-
comesapparent that one can usudly avoid
those yawning holeswith only one or two
strokesif floating with thewater and stay-
inginthewaves. If your boat issideways
whenyou gett o thevery brink of disaster,
you don't havet o slopintoit! Youreal-
ready pointingt o safety, and asinglefor-
ward or backward stroke often allowsyou
to circletherock or hole.

If floating backwards, you arein the
best possiblepositionto avoidtroublebe-
causeyou are perfectlyset upforanup
streamferryt o either sidet 0 safety. As
you become moreskilled in thisrelaxed

_|_approach, you willfind yoursdf ridingthe

wavesmoreand morewith your hips,
keepingyour paddiehigh,similarto a
tight-ropewalker withalong pole. It helps
to maintain your balanceand servesasan
ever-ready wandtotap ever solightlyona
bracewhen neededt 0 maintain stability.

Watch the wavethat is hitting you and
reach your paddleover and throughthi s
waveso asto tap the downstreamface.
Then,if the wave provesmoreviolent
t han expected, the tap becomesa grab,
whichisused to pull the boat through. A
--wave comingfromtheside, rebounding
off a cliff or arock, istreated smilarly by
leaning into the wave, throwing the paddie
over thecrest and intothe back side just
asthe wave crasheson you.

| would emphasizethe necessity of an
infalibleroll,first learnedinflat water
and thentransferredto Hair and eventu-
dlyto rallingi n holeson purpose, thus
technicallyand psychologicallysteeling
yoursdf tothebig Hair rolls. When prac-
ticing, forget the usual flipinroll position;
instead concentrateon flippingi n various
inconvenient positionsso that you can
learnt 0 get organized under water. Re-
membert o practicea broken-paddierall
in caseyou end up withonly hal f apaddle.

| havenever felt therewasany place
for thelayout (put-across) typerollin big
water and would concentrateon devel op
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ing aninfdliblescrew roll .Any roll that re-
quiresachangein hand positioningiscer-
tainly slower, and carriesa higher risk of
losingyour paddlewhiletryingto get orga-
nized. However adependableroll isfar
moreimportantt han afast one. Whenyou
flip, take enoughtimet o get everything
right beforeyour first try and then come
up every time.

| put the paddlei n position alongside
my boat, didemy rear hand back t o thei n-
activeblade, and wait until the blade
breakswater beforel start up. In huge
waves, | find that my paddlewon't break
thesurfaceurtil | reachthecrest of a
wavewhereanimmediateroll bringsme
upin timet o get stablebeforethe next
summit.

Next toroll practicein bigwater,| em-
phasize holepractice. Start small and
work up but eventually bite off bolesyou
cannot get out of by any techniqueexcept
t 0 swim. Whilein holes| follow and con-

~cur with the excellent article by Jim

Sindelar and Walt Harvest which was
printed inthi s magazineabout a year ago
(Spring1971). My techniquein essenceis
asfollows: First, get stable ona down-
stream bracethentry to paddleforward or
back and haul the kayak over and out, but
do not do the samething over ten seconds.
Changet 0 somethingel sebeforeyou get
tootired

One helpful trick, whenall elsefalils,is
totry to get the boat perpendicul artothe
hole by pullingthe bow up or down-
stream. Oncelined up, lungethe upstream
endi nt o theapex of the holeand thusi nt o
the downstream water. Thiswill usually
resultin an end-over-end and a prompt
exitfromanasty hole. Lastly, when all
else hasfailed, dropin, keep trying some-
thing different upsidedown with your
paddleasdeep as possible. Also as part of
thi s technique, remembert 0 savealittle
energy and roll up even thoughyou know
youare till inthe holeand look around,
you will usually remember something that
youforgott o do.

Notethat it issometimesremarkably
easyt 0 roll upin that squirrelly water. Try
it! If everything el sefails, then do awet
exit and go deep, but keep your lifejacket
on. | haveneverfelt that the buoyancy of a
lifejacket meant anythingin a hole. When
you are ablets jointhe downstreamwar
ter, you will be pushed out.

Also, should you by any chance be-
come unconscious, you havean excellent
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chanceof resuscitationwhen picked up
withinfive minutesfloatingin your jacket,
and it will beimpossibleto find your body
inthat length of timeif it isdriftingdeep
without ajacket. Notethat thefirst boater
to reach an unconsciousswimmer should
swim or float alongsidehim whileimmedi-
ately rendering mouth to mouth resuscita-
tion. Thequicker thosefirst few breaths
can be given, the greaterthe chance of re-
vivd.

Whilel emphasizeplayingin holesto
becomethoroughly acquainted with the
holetechnique, actually while paddling
Hair, one should never need to call upon
thi s reservoirof tricks. If amistakeis
madein reading the water and suddenly
onecrests over thelast wavein aseries
and staresinto aflat which rapidly be-
comesaboailinghole, itistoo lateto avoid
it So charge! Go into high gear at thefirst
sign of your error. Stroke hard on top and
if possible onthe way down, then reach
far forward into thesoupand hitit withas
many strokes as possibleand ashard as
you possibly can.

If youfollow my adviceand theholeis
big, you wiill probably flip, but hopefully
downstream of the hole. If you doflip, the
temptationistotry aquick roll, but poorly
organizedrollsinthesoup of aholehavea
notorioudly low successratiofor most
people. Better, unlessthereissomething
horribledirectly downstream, isto KEEP
PULLING ON THE FOWER STROKE UN-
|  DER WATER until theturbulencesub-

sides-thenrall up. Usingt hi s approach,
your chances of gettingout onthisfirsttry
aregreatly increased, sinceyou never let
up onthe power, and your body in the un-
derlyingfast jet helps pull you on through.
However if you don't makeit out and are
hauled back into the hole, then shiftinto
thetechniquethat | havejust outlinedand
get stable on a downstream braceand
start trying onething and then another.

If you planto paddlebig water, you
must useabiglifejacket becauseswims
can easily become disastrous. Thus forget
about thelifejacketswith tentofifteen-
pound flotation, and securethe Grand
Canyontypevestswhich havethirty-three
poundsdf buoyancy. Theseare easy to
paddlein, do not hinder aroll,and it be-
comesmuch easier to relax, knowingthat
aswimispossibleasalast resort.

Weequip our kayakswith ahandle
one-third of theway back ontherear

deck, which ismade by placing a block of
—

wood on theinsideof the deck and
glassingit well in place beforedrillinga
quarter-inch holefor aropethrough the
deck and block. A wood handle, much like
the old fashioned outboard motor starting
rope handle, on atwo-inch ropeisthen at-
tached and allowsthe boater totake a
swimmer through nasty water with ease.
Withoutt hi s handleit isnecessary for the
swimmerto clingtothe boater's cockpit
whichisavery unstablesituation, or to
clingtothestern grabloop of the boat.
Inredly bigwater, theends of a kayak
whipviolently in thewaves, and the swim-
mer could easily suffer a broken jaw un-
lessthe boat isturnedloose. Severa inju-
rieshavein fact resulted fromthis. How-
ever withtheswimmer dingingtothe
handleand with hisother arm over the
stern of the boat, heisfirny anchoredto
the boat and no bruising will result.
Should the boater flip, the swimmer auto-
matically letsthe boat twist around under
| hisarm and stays up even though clinging
with one hand to the now under water

ﬂ
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handle. If the boater rollsup on thesame
sidehewentinon, both rescuer and res- |
cued will be equally happy with the result.

My viewsregarding paddlesare not
yet firmly entrenchedin my mind, and |
hesitateto giveadvice. Certainly | can see
the advantageand do use a heavily
spooned bladein ordinary paddling. In
Hair however, you can't afford a paddie
that might trip you up, and | personally
usea bigunspooned blade. The bigger the
water the bigger the paddle-you're not us-
ingitfor propulsion,only for abrace.
Whichever typeyou use, a spare (break-
down) paddleisessential.

| hopethat some of theseideaswiill
provehelpful in polishing up your bigwa
ter technique-rememberthat when the
Hair getshuge, don't fight the water any
morethan absolutely necessary. Try {6 re-
lax, riding the waveswith your hipsand
keeping your paddle high, ever ready for a
brace. Aswesay up herein |daho, enjoy
theride. You regoing HOME. B
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Pandemonium on

C

hatooga lll

A Hell of a Plate to Take

was bopping down the Chatoogalll
I when | noticedthat thenormally dry
sided theldand had water init. | had
awayswantedto seet hat sideof theis
land, so | told my sister, alocal raft guide,
to eddy out at the bottom of theidand and
meet methere. When | got there, noone
wasinsight.

Now | wasat thetop o the Sandy Ford
rapids, al alone. | startedthroughther ap
idstocatch uptotheraft, playingwaves
I'd never seen before. A slbouncedaong, |
saw astrangesight. Inthe pool below the
rapidswasa helmet like my sister's, float-
ing, with no raft or passengersinsight. A
closerlook revealed that it redly wasmy
sister. Wherewas her raft, my mother, my
brother, and hisHonduranarmy officer
guest?

That'swhen | noticedthe horizonline. | decidedtotakeout theresol joinedanew |

Your

*e e

by Lee Belknap

the

' Section IV that day, but between 7and 9
tthat morning, the gaugejumped from.7 ft.
0.9 feet. Whenthe guage reached afoct,
weoptedfor sectionlll. Beforethe day
‘wasout the river would peak at fivefeet.
After everyonewassafeon shore, |
had to get my brother and the Honduran
™back tothe raft sidedf theriver. Ferrying
each of them acrosson the back of my
kayak would have been simpleif only the
l Honduran spoke English Somehow hefi-
naly got the point and mustered the cour-
| ageand wemadeit acrossthewide, swift
| currentthatisnormally alargepool.
With everything collected, thefamily

Itwasin themiddled theriver directly be- | group of paddlers-includingsome of my

low me and1was heading directly towards
it. Asl skirted the edge of the hole, | found
mysdf looking i rto what lookedlikea
Greyhound Bus Stopper onthe New. But
we were running Chatoogasection I,
mind you!

Nonethel ess,that hol e contained my
sister'sraft withmy mother, highsidingit
for her life. My brother and hismilitary
school classmatewere also in the clutches
of the hole, recirculatingwildly.

Therewasnothing | could do but wait
below. | didn't haveto waitlong. Soonwe
werescattered on both shoreswiththe
raft tied off precariouslyinastrong cur-
rent. It took usawhilet—get theraft out of
thewater. The"D" ring gave out just after
wegotit tosafety.

Thiswason SectionII of the
Chatooga?My sister had planned totake
my mother, brother, and hisfriend down

sister's co-workers.

Until that day, | had never seen 0
many walk off ariver. At Sandy Forda
| groupwassurfingasmall holeat thetop
o the pool. One paddler had several great
surfsbut duringhi s last turn hesuddenly
discoveredthat exitingwas next toimpos-
sible. Thewater had come up that sud-
| denly,

Assoon asmy new party roundedthe
fird corner everyonepealed off to scout
the Narrows. | paddled downto an eddy
just abovethe Narrows and found a raft
tripinneed of assistance.

They had beached their boatshigh off
| theriver, but ardt and akayak floated
{-away justaminuteafter they turned their
| backsonthem. | went solo downthevery
| turbulent Narrows, looking for theequi p
| ment. The Narrows wasfairly mellow un-
[ til 1 got to the bottom. There| carefully

dippedthrough the hugeboils. | foundall
the gear where someone el se had stashed

| them, but they werealmostinthe water

{ again. | pulled themway upintothe

{ woods. | had noideahow hightheriver

| wasgoingto get and didn't want to take

| chances.

| 1waitedfor therest of my new group

| toshow up; It | must have been 45 minutes
beforethe next boatscamethrough. | had
just started to pack up my stuff towak
out. Afteral, | had noideawhat Second
Ledgewouldlook likeand | didn't wantto
faceit alone. But thefirst boats through

l contained friendsthat | paddled with fre-
quently. | gave up on ny sister's co-work-

| ers, figuringthat they'd walked out, and |

| joined my third group of the day.

| Therest of Chatoogalllin flood was

wild, wonderful,and weird. The current

| wasfast, and thewater boiling. The nasty

[ holescast menacinginvitations, and there

weretons of wavesto messwith. | remem-

ber vividly thefull sizetreesdoing enders

asthey floated downtheriver. Therewere

many of them. All of asudden onewould

suddenly appear and flip end over end,

sometimescloseby, without any warning.

Luckily, nobody washit by one of these

| things.

Second Ledgewasa pieceof cake,
providedyou started aninchfromthe
RIGHT bank. We did, however, see others
| desperately trying not to"bethe cake" as
i they punchedthenasty looking hydraulic
i inthenormal route. | knew | didn't want

tobeover there.

Whenwegot to Bull Sluicethere was
water runningdown the back side of the
spectators rock. It wouldn't havetaken
much morewater to haveturnedthat chan-
nd i nto awonderful steep creek run!ik
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A Memorable Memorial Day : A Big Wahoo Day That Will Live on Infamy

A Massacre
on the Tygart

by Lee Belknap

It wasMemorid Day weekend, 1990.
We had launched at West Virginias Audra
State Park to runthe Middle Fork and
Tygart gorge.

Just below the put-inthere wasa won-
derful whirling figure8 shaped whirlpooal,
pulsing between two fast moving currents
around amid river boulder. Thewhirlsfa
cilitated an endlessseriesof effortless, dy-
namic, but graceful eddy turns.

It seemed that everyonewasthere.
Groupsrepresenting Virginia, DC (my
groupthat day), Pittsburgh, North Caro-
linaand Ohio wereadl milling about the
place. | figureddl of thesefolkscouldn't
bewrong. If they could handlethe Tygart,
so could Julieand |. Besides, theriver
seemedto be risingdowly, havingstabi-
lized at amoderately highlevel after the
night's rise. We didn't knowt hat an hour
later the fina group tolaunch wouldn't
even be abletofind the gauge, becauseit
was buried under water! Theriver may
haverisenasmuchastenfeetinthat hour.

At first our run seemed unremarkable.
If there wereany swims, they wereroutine
and havelong since beenforgotten. We
were havingalot of fun. Wescouted the
second to last rapidson the Middle Fork
beforethe Tygart confluence. It was obvi-
ousthat the holes here weretoo big,
rocky, and ornery to messwith. Whilewe
weredecidingthi s, aglassC1 floated awvay
and pinned just beyond reach at the top of
therapid. By the time rescue wascom-
plete, the rock the C1 had pinned on was
nearly under water. We departed for the
other bank to portage.

Asweferried acrosstheriver,agroup
of paddlers— ahdf dozen or so — swam
toshorejust above us. Thi ngs werestart-
ingto get interesting. About haf way
through our portagepeoplestarted run-
ni ng the rapid we had judged tnrunnable.
They didn't even hit any of the holes. Asa
matter of fact, the holesweregone!

Theriver had risen abruptlyand
washed them away. If the carry back to

thetop of that rapid had been easy, we
would haveturnedaroundand runitt oo!

Wescouted and identifieda reason-
ablesneak routethroughthe next rapid.
But by thetimel finished dipping my
sprayskirt on, | didn't like, nor even recog-
nizewhat | saw. Therapid had suddenly
changed and big waveswere now disap-
pearing down our proposed "sneak” chan-
nel into the woods. We abruptly changed
our planand hiked again. A swe put back
in, | had tosnatch my paddleasit floated
off theformerly "dry" gravel beach, a
beachthat wasevolvingintoa creek while
| dlimbedinto my boat.

At the Tygart confluencethe group
splitintotwo. Juliewasstill with me. By
now there wereswimmerseverywhere.
Many otherscarried fromthe confluence
back to the put-in at Audra on a park trail.
Juliedecidedinstead tocarry tothetake-
out dong thetrackson the other side of
theflooded Tygart river.

| carefully paddled onto the flooded
Tygart Gorge. Whilel playedthefirst
waves, the Middlefork becamea cannon
gecting human cannonballs.| became
very busy picking up animateand inani-
mateflotsam and ferryingit to shore. One
such pieceof drift stuff wasa open canoe-
ist, anoldfriend that | foundfloundering
inthemiddled thewideriver. Whilered-
inginthi s bigfish, he pointed out that
thereweren't many boatersleftinthe
river. He had just about given up hope of
ever gettingto shore.

Th s wasoned threeincidentsthat
werereportedfromthat river, on that day,
tothe AWA Close CdlsSurvey. Some-
timesitiseasy to migudgethe serious-
nessof asituation.

Withmy friendsafe, highand dry,
Julieand | ferried acrosstheriver, The
ridewasgreat. Therewerebigturbulent
waveseverywhere. Somewereexploding,
othershidingsizableholes. Paddlingside-
ways"Western Styl€” through thi sstuff,
while using the wavesto maneuver around
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the holesand to scout, wasalot of fun. We
reached the other sidetoosoon

| was psyched and waslooking for-
wardtofinishingtheriver. But | hadto
wait for someonefamiliar with the Tygart
to show up sothat | wouldn't blindly
paddleintothe holes| presumed would
lurk inthe S-turn rapid.

Whilewaitingfor a*guide’, more
membersof our group appearedand
paddledinto the woods. Juliewaded
through thesticker bushesand fought her
way up totherailroadtrackstojointhem
and dozensof otherswho were carrying
out. Hey, oneof the marcherswasthe
leader of our party!

| was bummed. | looked around and
saw asmall number of paddlerscontinu-
ing downstream. But | had noideaif any
of them knew wherethey weregoing.
With no onetofollow, | joined the pilgrim-
ageonthetracks.

Thestory doesn't end here. Shortlyaf-
ter westarted walking, we hel ped rescuea
kayak fromtheriver. It's former occupant
had hit a hydraulicso powerful it knocked
his helmet off. Hetoo wasnow walking
thetracks. Afew minuteslater, he caught
uptousand | "sold" his boat back to him
at afair price. (vasn’tgoingtocarry it
out!)

A couplemore'yakers drifted by cling-
ingtotheir boats. Thefirst gottoshore
quickly, but the second disappeared be-
hind an embankment between thetracks
and theriver. | dropped my boat, grabbed
my rope, and climbed the embankment. |
found him clingingto atreeinvery swift
current.

Intheend, perhapsonly a hdf dozen
o the hundredswho put on the river made
it to thetakeout viapaddle power. S-Turn
wasreported to be both worseand better
than expected, withincrediblehholeshalf
way acrosstheriver, but a niceflood
channel sneak ontheright sided anis
land.

We put back in below thelast rapids
and paddled down smooth water tothe
takeout. Then, instead of wakingthe
usua 1/4 mileupthetracksto our cars, we
paddled up through thewoodsall the way
to our vehicles. Therewewaitedfor a
Mend who missed therailroad bridge he
neededto cross, and took "alittlelonger"
getting home.



Black Water River. J

West \Irgnd s Blackwater River isoned t hose
degp hi gh mountain streams that cones up
fast... ometimesvery fast... sometimes very,
very fedi!!!

by Bob Glanville

OneSaturday in early April, 1987, whilemaking ar un on
the Big Sandy, Jack and | decided to paddiethe Blackwater the
next day. John, whom we had just met, expressedan interest in
comingaong.

Although | had never paddled the Blackwater and John
had only doneit once, Jack had been down theriver anumber of
timesand knew it well. Whilel wasintimidated by the
Blackwater's reputation, | had alot of confidencein Jack's judg-
ment, and drew comfort from thefact that he would beleading.

That night it snowed on the high plateau that feedsthe
Blackwater. By Sunday morningthesnow had turnedtoanicy rain
and theai r temperaturewasin the upper thirties. "A typical
Blackwater day", my buddy Jack said.

Whilewe were having breakfast the next morningin
Parsons, West Virginia, Chrisintroduced himsalf. Our conversation
quickly turned to the Blackwater. Neither Chrisor histhree com-
panionshad paddled the Blackwater before but, upon learningt het
Jack wasaveteran,asked to join our group. Laboringunder thede-
lusionthat there might be safety in numbers, we agreed.

Our first stop wasthe takeout at Hendricks, wherea
gaugewassupposedto be painted on a bridge pier. Noluck. We
learned | ater that it had been obliterated by the Great Flood of
1985.

Eyeingtheriver, Jack noted that it wason"the highside
of medium—possibly nineinchesonthe old gauge".

Our guidebook suggested that an optimumr un wassix
inchesandthet the maximumwasonefoot. That |eft preciouslittle

- nar gi n for error when guesstimatingthe level- without the benefit of agauge. But wenaively decided
that the level would be managesableand headedfor the put-in.

At this point, Jack, who had not beenfeding well, announced that hewould be unabletojoinuson

' theriver. Thethought of paddling the Blackwaterfor thefirst time, at a highlevel, with five peoplel

didn't know, only one of whom hed ever even seentheriver before, wasmorethan alittledisturbing.
T s wasagood thought; | should haveheld ontoit. But | told mysdlf that, giventhesize of our party,
there would be plenty of probesfor metofollow.

Reachingthe put-in necessitateda carry of morethan amileon arailroadtrack and then another
haf-mile down a steep, heavily wooded, rocky embankment. | should have knownthat it was not going

to beagood day when | pulled my dry suit over my head and the neck gasket did not follow. The gasket

wasbeyond eventheaid of duct tape.
Our solution, inspired by the Egyptian mummy-wrappingtechnique, wasto start just under my chin
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and begin ringing my neck with overlapping layersaof duct tape until the collar of the suit wasjoined
semi-permanently to my neck. Whilethis wasremarkably effectivein keepingthe water out of my
auit, it wasalmost aseffectivein keeping theair out of my lungs. Removingthetape, | later learned,
rendered mea"Red Neck" in thetruest sense of theword.

At theriver it wastill drizzlingand a cold fog hung over the canyon. Thefirst thing | noticed was
that the water looked much higher than | had expected. (Infact, it wasrising fast, but we didn't find
that out til later).

We put-inin the middleof asignificantrapid. Fortunately, we had stumbledon to the river down-
stream of two of the meanest rapids- Krackatoa and the Ledge. Initsfirst five miles, thelower
Blackwater dropsat arate of 120feet per mile. Weall knew that there weresome nasty dropssome-
where, but we didn't know how far. Several of us, quiteclearly, werenot eager to take thelead, and
pretended to be"playing” until the othersstarted downstream

Thefirst suspicioushorizon lineappeared about a quarter mile downstream. Thedrop (which |
now know to be Rock and Roall), required quick maneuvering around several large holesand pinning
rocks, then drivingup and over aroostertail aboveatenfoot widedot.

Threed usflipped ontheroostertail andwedl hit our heads hard on asubmerged rock just be-
low i t Onemember of the party was dazed by the blow and wetook afew minutesto regroup before
running the next drop.

Top: The Ledge on the
Blackwater.

Bottom: Dean Smith ...
Blackwater madness.

Thi s involved punchingseveral holeson awavetrain
headed directlytoward an undercut rock, cuttingaround
that rock, then dropping over asix foot ledge on a nar-
row tongue. That tonguewasthe only way througha
river-widehydraulic. WWe passed thistest without serious
incident.

Next came “The SlideFor Life" It consisted of a
slopingshelf of rock that dropsthirty plusfeet over fifty
yards Mogt of thewater funneled downtheleftintoa
terminal hole, formed by a six foot high rock wall that
spanned two-thirds of theriver. We specul ated briefly
about punchingthefoam pileover the barrier, but the
consequencesof failurewere potentially fatal.

Accordingly,we opted to surf three successiveleft-
to-right diagonal wavestoward a narrow, unobstructed
slot at the bottomright Thi S passagewasexciting,if un-
eventful. But " Events’would comesoon enough, for the
water had risen another six incheswhilewewerescout-
ingand running" The Slide For Life"

Thenext rapid necessitatedadifficult linethrough a
river-wide, very nasty hole; the nastinessof whichwas
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exponentially compounded by thefact that therewasatreeinit. Several of us, havingnointerestina
closeencounter of theworst kind, opted to portaget hi s drop.

Below that rapid, either the character of theriver changed, or | beganto experiencesensory over-
load. | recall onesteaming horizonlineafter another, interspersed with violent hydraulics, pourovers
and downed trees. Scouting wasout of thequestion—therewast 0o much to scout anyway, and the
morewescouted, the higher the water got.

Someonewasseized by a particularly mean hydraulic and violently surfed, firstin his boat, then
with hisboat and finally without his boat. Th S was morefun than he could stand. Hypothermic, ex-
hausted and scared haf to death, he dragged hisboat up the canyonwall to the railroad tracksand
caught aridetothetakeout ona passingATV.

Downstream| spotted atreein the middie of a steep boulder gardenand decided to portage. Ex-
traordinarily denselaurel and underbrush hugged the boul der studded shoreline, making portaging
asmuch of an ordeal asrunningthe strainer-filled rapid

As | wasabout to relaunch, an overturned kayak drifted by and continueddownriver out of Sght.
| looked upstreamfor itserstwhileoccupant. Before my eye caught Rick | heard hisvoice, faintly
calling my nameover thedin of therapids. | could just makeout hishelmet and hisarmsabovethe
| strainer;therest of hisbody wasbeneathit.
| | grabbed my throw bag and raced upstreamto the strainer. By thetime arrived, Rick had
| hoisted hi n3el f up onto thetree and lay therein a heap, exhausted and grateful to bedive.

After afew minutes, Rich recovered hisstrength and westarted to look for hisboat. Fortunately,
it had not gonevery far. Unfortunately, that was becauseit was pinned under a house-sized rock. Ur+
fortunately d so, Rick was paddling alight-weight glassslalom racing boat with long needle-liketips.

Now Rick'sboat wasafoot shorter than whenthetrip began. Whilethat fact undoubtedly en-
hanced the boat's maneuverability, it contributed nothingtoitsseaworthiness. Therai n, and thefact
that wedid not havethefifteenrollsof duct tapethat would have been required, prevented usfrom

sealing the holesat the bow and stern. Rick was
barely ableto paddle acrosstheriver without
sinking. He, too, then joined the marchdownthe
railroad tracks toward the takeout.

Shortly after we performed the next holeex-
traction, weweresittingin an eddy, steelingour-
selvesfor the remainder of thetrip. Out of the
mist, likeapparitions,dicing thoughthewaterin
their bright metal-flakeboats, vertiably dancing
thoughthe drops, cameagroup of Blackwater
Regulars, includingJohn Regan and Marty
McCormick.

Althoughl'm sure hedidn't intendit that way,
John Regan’s remarkswerelessthan encouraging.

"You boys havegot yourselvesa real expedi-
tion!" He counseledusto " Takeit slow", but, upon
further consideration,added, "Remember, the
sloweryou go, the higher thewater isgoingto
get."

Hisparting wordswill remainwith meforever:
"Beeeee careful! Beeeeecareful!™

John and hiscompanionssoon flashed out of
sight and we wereonce again alonein the mist.
Whenthey arrived at the take-out an hour and a

Big Fun on West Virginia's
Blackwater River.

LS

A

A new video from
. ‘-"I' » Gentry Video Productions!
T— LN GE brings you-4 - mimstes——
-, - of exciting steep creckin’ on Lithe
Ry * River Canyon, the Bear, the Cullasgja:
E and the Horsepasture.

. Only 526.95 plus $3 shipping.
s, Gentry Video

x|

"~

T
__-I'" L

&dih Deer Creek
-, L Trail

.:ﬁ' *  Hoachton, GA

- 30548
TiG-654-2T25

hdf ahead of us, John advised my wifeto call the
local rescuesquad if wewerenot out by dark.
That certainly made her fedl good.

Shortly beforedark, we actually madeit tothe
take-out. Atleast, most of usdid. Rick, who had
not been lucky enoughto hitcharideonan ATV,
gill wasnot back. He wasstill hiking downthe
tracks.

Satisfiedthat everyonewasoff theriver, |
quickly tied my Dancer onto theroof and headed
home. It had beenaday | would not soon forget.ll
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FIREWORKS ON
THE KENNEBEC GORGE
JULY 4, 1994

A 9000 efs Release Tri%gelr:s_ a Big
e First

Time Splash Party at t
Kennebec Festival

By TomChristopher

about everyone knew that the annual

turbine test for Harris Dam Station had
been scheduled for the Fourth of July to ac-
commodate the first AWA Kennebec River
Festival. It's not unusual to see 6,000CFSin
the Kennebec Gorge during the week, espe-
cidlyif thesummer daysare excruciatingly
hot down south in Boston. Energy demand
from industry and air conditioners keepsthe
three turbines spinning for long hours Monday
through Friday.

But it isonly an accommodationto the
kayakersand commercid outfitters by Centrdl
Maine Power to grant threeor four hoursof
4,800 CFS onweekends. Ti's keepsa 20 million
dollar commercial rafting industry afloat in the
wildernesstown o The Forks, Mane, and hun-
dredsof kayakersflocking tothi s whitewater
mecca

The turbine test wassupposed to put a
whopping8,000 CFSirto the Kennebec. Thisex-
trawater would providea unique big water expe-
riencefor many boaters- atest of skill and iron
will and the chancefor a"worgt ever” swim- if
you hed the misfortuneto comeout of your boat.

Ontheannual turbinetest daysonefinds
good paddierswho do the tough stuff every
weekend and the “wanna be's’, looking to step
upinclass.

My friend Rick Hudson hed traveledfrom
hissummer cabii in Lubec, Maineto makethe
run. | didn't know that he wanted to confront the
demonsthat had caused an epic swim inthe
early daysd hispaddling career onthe
Kennebec.

Hevery wisdy did not apprisesme d his
fears, knowing that in response | might direct
Hminto every pourover on the river. Rick isac-
tudly avery good boater and | have noideawhy
hedidn't trust me???| geuss he knowsthet like
most boaters| enjoy a good laugh, especidly at
someone elsE's, expense.

Aswe waked to the put-innext to the pow-
erhousewe beganto hear an ungodly roar. As
the bottom it was degfening. CMP hed opened
theflash boardsat the top of thedamin order to

It had been publicizedfor monthsso just

give usthe 8,000 CFSthey had promised. Water
was cascading down the 150 foot duice, nor-
mdly used only in casedf flood. Yau couldn't
hear what people said when they spokeand the
put-in wasten feet higher than normd. Any fool
could see the water washig, it was pushy, it was
fast. It was reading 9,000 CFSon the gauge. Rick
looked tentative.

| squeezed into my Vampireonasd | rock
ledge, planningto drop i rto the river between a
couple o rafts. Rick said hed putin a bit further
down theline, out of harm's way of therafts,

"Medt mein thefirst eddy on theleft", | said
and plopped four feetinto theriver. Assoon as|
hit the current and could fee! the power of the
river, | knew we wereinfor aride.

Fiveminuteslater Rick wasat my side, with
both eyeswideand not saying a word. Wefer-
ried back and forth a few timesjust to get afedl
for the river and were carried five hundred yards
downgtream. The current wasincredibly pushy.
Whereit compressedagaing the rock wallsof
the gorgeit curled back into vicious, uncertain
cross currents, producing nedly reaction waves
threeand four feet tall. | paddlethe Kennebec
countlesstimes throughout the year, but this
wasa new river tome

Placethat | normaly surflike “C-wave’;
were gone. Initsplace were towering whitecaps
five feet high. They propelled uslike a runaway
freight train through the gorge. | didn't like run-
ning theriver thisfast, usudly there plenty of
placesto play, surf,and squirt. Rick wasright
behind meand dill very quiet.

In ten minuteswe were at "BoogieWave',
normally a good four-foot surfing wave. Now it
was sevenfeet highand extended hdf way
acrosstheriver. Afterthree or four muscular
surfs we headed down river to face"Big Mamad'
and the "Alleyway".

The next quarter mile wasa Whitewater
roller coasterinto the breech of "Bg Mama".
Wal, "Big Mamd' hed groan considerably, asif
shewereri pe with river children. Shewas
HUGE... agood ten feet in height, and followed
by awavetrain of Sx to eight footersthat led
into the"Alleyway". Rick rode "Mamd' right
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Inset: Rick Hudson meeting his "Demons" in the
name of "Magic." (photo by Shirley Griffin)

down the middleinto the wavetrain, then caught
ihe eddy on river left.

Hewassni | ing and said,"Youknowthisis
like some of the dropsin the Grand Canyon" He
a8 getting hiscolor back. "Whendo weget tothe
Alleyway?” he asked.

Wewere dready intoit, rumi ng the river ver-
geally with our Vampires, tryingto stay out of the
pourovers aong thesidesd the gorge. A gigantic
pourover justin front of “Big Kahuna” kept mein
the center of theriver. We bombed down the wave
frain into the "Cathedrd" eddy, seeking some
peaceful serenity. | was breathing heavily from
paddling so hard.

Rick caught up to meat “Z-Turn”, the lagt surf-
ng wave before"Magic Fals”. Now he wasin ex-
<ellent spiritsand redlly startingto enjoy theriver.

qis confidence was back and he wasexhibiting
the perversitythat he considersto beasensedf
wumor.

At 9,000 CFS"Magic” contained amega-
-ecurling wavethat hed d| the power of the dis-
harge tubesat the Gauley. When | pulled through
he last wave crest and darted todideinto the
Irop; thi s gargantuous wavefolded over meand
suried the entirelength of my boat under water. It
wasasif | had purposdly performeda perfectstern
quirt, the ultimatevertical mystery move by afat
guy inalong boat.

A hundred yards behind me Rick was con-
fronting the river demonst hat had h mso worried
at the beginningdf thetrip. As| glanced over my
right shoulder | could see him upright and ped-
dling hard, the grin on hisface wasspread from
eartoed.

Aswe approached theend of our trip Rick
told methat he had svum the entire"Alleyway"
anda| the way through"Magic, early in his boat-
ing career. Thiswasthefirg time he hed returned
to the Kennebecsince.

Congratulationswerein order. He had cho-
sen one hell of aday to make histriumphant
return'M



v weere bl

Paddler; John Rose, River: Gauley
(pillow reck), Photographer: Dan
Wallen (photo courtesy of Dagger)

psalde To scout or not? There

% Fsweptaongby a

powerful current
through the usually tranqui |

i, was that inner voice again, tell-

pool aboveLost Paddle. The |

img mel coulddoit. (Who
‘doest hat voice belongto, any-

mouth of the Meadow River |

| way?)

drifted by tomy left.

"Holy Com! | can't seeay
o therocksup therd™

| took alonginglook at the
right bank of the Gauley andre-
membered thetral that goes up the
mountain to Carnifex Battlefield

"Hey, Chris What's Lost
Paddlelikeat this level?'

"Joe, | don't know for sure. I'ver
never seenit THIShigh. But, | think we
needto befar |eft on thefirst two
pitches." "Good. Thethird dropisusu-
dly essy. Andthefourth  pitchdowntothe
exit pool might even be straightforward.”
“Ummmm, Joe. Yau might want to think
again. Atfdl flow, thethird dropistheeasiest
o thefour. But, remember,the

wholeriver necksdownthere. It'sgoingto
be very dynamic
today."

| knew that ChrisHipgrave was a very ac-
complished boater. | found out that day he was
prescientaswdl. | had rendezvousedwith
Chrisin Beckley, Weg Virginia in hopes of
running Glade or Piney Creek; but they were
toolow.

"Chris, what doesthe Corpssay about
the New and Gauley?' | inquired.

“11,600 cfs.”

"Good leve! | lovethe New at high wa
ter." “No,Joe. Notthe New. That's
11,600 cfsfrom Summersville dam on the
Gauley. Ard there's an additional 2,400cfs
pouringout of the Mesdow.”

It had been along timesince I've hadt hat
“Maalox Moment" feding. | have never ssen
the Upper or Lower Gauley at anything higher
thanthefdl flowsdf 2400t0 2,800cfs. My in+
ner voicetold mel could doit But, | podt-
poned thedecisonaslongas| could.

"Lef'sjustgodoaplayrun ontheDriesof
the New," | suggested.

Chriswas happy. | knew that he would
havefun on the New. But given hischoice, |
knew wherehewantedtobe. The Gauley.

But did | want to be there als0?

Findly, hafway to the takeout of the New,
I worked up my courageand pulled my van
over on US19 and proposed achanged plan.
Chrisaccepted, as| knew he would.

And so the happy couple kept driving right
over the New and on to the dam on the Gauley
at Summersville.

—— - g —

FOLLY ON THE
GAULEY???

"My goodness. It's not green... it's
broan!!" | excdlaimed, garing at the torrent
thet boomed acrossthe riverbed from the
tubes, smashinginto a houseszed boulder on
river left.

Westopped at the Corpsoffice and asked
if the dischargehad changed from the morning
recording. Theranger informed usthat 11,600
cfs wasdtill coming out the tubesand that
Meedow was holding at 2400 cfs. That meant
we would have 14,000 cfsfrom the mouth of
the Meedow to the take-out!

Theranger was gppropriately concerned,
asking whether we knew theriver and
whether we had any ideaabout what it was
like atthislevel. Chrisassured himthat he
had doneit up to8000cfs. | wasdlet. |
didnt want the ranger to worry any morethan
he already was.

The ranger sighed, wished uswell, and
walked off with that body languagedump that
seemed to say "Guess, | can't stop thosedamn
fools".

Theshuttlewassilent.

| flipped and ralledin thefirst ledge. We
ranInitiationand | relaxedabit Insignificant
proved to be avery long, friendly standing
wavetran thet we negotiated totheleft of
center.

Weran Pillow Rodk farrmir right down a
creek routethat isnormaly dry at conven-
tiona levels.

Now, we werein the eddy abovelost
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No sense waiting.
Timespent thinking
might only let doubt creep
inandthere

was no room on this

river for doubt. | ledas
wes t .outdongthe
banlk, t+.enpaddied to the LEFT f the
huge boulder Ut normally formsthe left wall
of the seeond steepdrop o Logt Paddle.

[ camgght an eddy and Chrisjoined me. We
looked back. The

“normal” routeat the second drop endedin
astopper of Bunyanesque proportions. | took
another deep breath. Normatly,

I'd let Chrislead.

But I'd been watchingtoo many Nike com-
mercids. Somethingtold me.."JUST DO M

| peeled out and rounded the point o
rock | went straight for thegut becausel fig-
ured theedgesd theriver would be  squirrely
beyond belief. Chriswasright. Thesewaves
were NOT

wadlflowers, anding around demurely,
locking pretty.

Nooooo! They werebreak dancingand
jivingand rock and ralling and werethey
happy to seeme!!’ Thefirst onegrabbed my
tall and do-si-doed merightintoitspartner. It
took aliking to me and threw mehi gh in jubi-
lation. | tried to remember my dancelessons.

"Heed over thebutt...head over the buit!!"
Now, | was

inatrough
dimbing....climbing...noooa...staling...stalling.
Thislast wavewasa red woman. It embraced
meas it brokeover me. | wasburied initswer
tery hug. Thenitgavemea

thrill asit exploded under meand |
dropped several fedt.

| remember thinking that this wasthe
Mother of Al Waves

Suddenly, | wason ajet bearing down-
stream. | eddied upintimeto watch Chris
gdl briefly on"Mother". Then he camerock-
eting out.

In an uncharacteristicallynot-so-cool Brit-
ish accent he hollered,"Did you see that??
What asurf. It just shot meright out. VWOM
Talk about dynamic!"

Chrisled therest of theway downthe
river. | followedwith asmileon my face. After
all, "Mather" had embraced me and g ected
hm

"Mother" did love mebest.lt




When it comes to
the Big Wah00.u

SometimesEven the Big
Dogs Bite @f MareThan
They Can Chew!

by Risa Shimoda Callaway

Asmorning broke over Steamboat
Springs, Colorado the membersof the 1986
Torque- & Thon stirred. Theteam consisted
d Anitaand Dae Adams, my husband,
Forrest, Andrew Carr, Brent Cochran,
Sherwood Horine, Bob McDonough and
Dave Williams Althoughthe day'sitinerary
had not yet been set, wewere hopingthe
Yampa would be running at a good level.

Thecrew of eastern squirt boatersar-
rivedin town just asthe Yampa River Festi-
va Sldom racewasabout tostart. Too late
to register, we played therole of radicals,
donning our Transformerhelmetsand wield-
ing those ever- so- long Widdemore Blasters
and Ceylons. After being permitted am exhi-
bitionsquirt slalomr un, wespent the after-
noon lounging in a hot spring, located down
around Gate12. But we needed something
moreto maketheir day complete.

A rumor wascirculatingthat the Cross
Mountain Gorgesection of the Yampa was
romping. And sothe Torque- & Thonteam
headed out, against the advicedf local pad-
diers, whofelt that our tiny, flat craft might
not fare well on the raging Yampa.

Thelocas concernwas not without
merit. Not so very long before the Cross
Mountain Gorge had been attempted at the
ungodly level of 13,000 cfsby apartythat in-
cluded Cully Erdman. Asnetwork television
camerasrolled avery large hole near thetop
of the Gorge played havoc with the would-
betelevisionstars, who never finishedthe
run. It madefor quiteaWide World of
Sportsshow.

But not toworry. TheGorgewasnot
runningat 13,000 cfs. It wasrunning &
15,000!

The Torque- & Thon team hit the water
d 530 p.m. Wefiguredwe would have
plenty of timeto makether un, whichisonly
afew mileslong. After ashort classIl mamm
up the canyonwallsclosedin and the light
dimmed ominoudy. Therewasa terrific

=HAHCQ)

roar ahead, | surmised (correctly) that it
wascomingfrom the gigantic river wide
holeof TV fame. | took comfortinthe
thought that my Blaster could cut through
holesbetter t han any round boat.

Aswe approached the river wide hori-
zon linewe could see water spouting high
into the air from the recyclebelow. Finding
asafe portagebecameaclear priority. The
portagenecessitatedteeteringalong the
bank on loose gravel, wedging ourselves
back into our boats, and reentering the river
just abovea coupledf sizeablewavesand
another big, menacing hole.

Forrest tried to peel out and was
dammed back intothe eddy. Hetried
again... and hewasout of sight. Subsequent
paddlersclimbed into their boatsand fol-
lowed hislead; they each disappeared
downriver just asabruptly. Thoseleft be-
hind began tofeel very much alone.

Several momentslater Forresta p
peared downstream of the monstroushole,
stroking likemad. Andrew appeared next,
clingingto hisstern. Boband Sherwood
werelast seen chasing an errant boat
around the bend.

Wasthat Brent's boat floatingdown the
river,tad?

Soon Anitawas hiking on river right;
how did her boat wind up on river left?
Sometimelater Andrew lost hisfootingand
fell fifteen feet fromthetral into the
Yampa.

| sort of missedaferry abovealarge
pourover. Over | went,and when| cameto
thesurfaceit waswithout my helmet. It
eventually popped up, thirty feet down-
stream. After narrowly skirting another hole
| hit the bank, hopingto take picturesasthe
othersflushedthrough. | didn't havelong
towait.

They looked quite relieved to see me;
they wereglad that | was not still upstream,
locked into an eternal surf of a terminal hy-
draulic.

Asdarknessfell Sherwood blitzed to
the take out to alert the rangersthat their
might be a need for a night search. But as
twilightfell one by one everyonemadetheir
way out of the Gorge. Bob and Forrest
weresafe, dry and unscathed. Otherswere
lessfortunate. Andrew had made great
time, swvimming the last miledf the Gorge...

Thenext day the clean up crew, consist-
ing of Bob and Brent, paddiedinto retrieve
Anitasboat. Dinosaur National Monument
Rangersfound another kayak, thirty miles
downstream. Andrew wasrelieved! B
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BAD SPOT!!
WHAT WILL
HEDONOW??

Riding theWahoo
in Costa Rica

by: Joe Greiner

CostaRica-1986. |twas500AM and
raining. We didn't care. Wewereleaving
8an Josefor the Reventazon. May Hayes
Hipsher, Randy Riddle, Frank from Texas,
and | weregoing to meet three othersand
paddle from Turrialba (Angostura bridge) to
Peralta. Spiritswerehigh.

We met Tom Visnius, Paul Mason, and
izeorge Snelling at the AmericanHotd in
Turrialba. They had a self-bailing rgt and
were happily anticipating an exploratory
run to seeif the nine mile segment was com-
inercidly visble. Weloaded theraft, hed
some stimulating Central American coffee,
and

away we went.

Wewantedan earlystart. Only Mary
and Randy had seen the river before-once
2ach. And there were no roadsto our take-
out. Mary had to call ahead to make certain
here would be a boxcar onthe 2:00 AV
train through Peralta. WWewould ridethe
train while our boats and gear rode the box-
ca back to Turrialba. Now all wehad to do
wasget thereontime.

Thenext tran?? Thenext day.

Thegauge on the bridgeread 1.80
meters.

"Mry, what's the river like?*

"Unlessit redlyrises, it'sjust likethe
lower Gauley."

No sooner said than therainstarted in
earnest. After thefirstfew rapids, | knew
that | didn't recognizeany of thisasthe
Lower Gauley. Infact, it felt morelikethe
Upper Gauley a aflow highert han | hed
ever experienced.

The Reventazonwaslikeridingan €-
evator going up. You could almost feel the
river rising. About four milesinto thetrip,
tired, psyched-out, and sleep-deprived, |
asked Randy how much morewe hadto go.



"Not much. Therapidsgetalittlefar-
ther apart. But wedo needtowatchfor a
big, bad ledge-holedown hereon the right
someplace.”

Therafterswere havingaball. Everyso
often, they would stop and Georgewould
take out anotebook They would talk about
thelast few rapidsandtry toth rk up good
namessot hat they could rememberthe
river.

Wecametoaslot. Thekayakers were
waitingin an eddy. | Dipped.

| rolled..dmost. | amostrolled again.
Oh On!' | almost rolled again.

| ran out of patienceand cool at the
sametime.

| punched out of my boat expectingto
find mysdf onan eddy line. Instead | wasin
current, heavy current.

"Feetup...breathe..Wheream 172?
Whichway should |

SwW n?? Whereare theothers?? Why

aren't they right here?? What's this?'

My feet hit somethinghardin front of
me.

"Wasthisa rock?"'

"Good, maybe | can just slipbehindit
intothe eddy. But wait! It'sjust ashallow
spot. Hamm. Feelssmooth. Maybel can
stand.”

“Ahhh, yes. Thet'sbetter. I'm stand-
ing now. Watl!! What's this?? Choo!!"

Fivefeetinfront of mewasasevenfoot
drop with an awesome backwash at the bot-
tom. | wasstandingon theledgethat
formed thevery holethet Randy had
warned meabout. Out of the comer of my
eye, | could see Randy sail past the ledge on
river |eft.

My feet started to dip. Thewater was
thigh desp. My rightfoot dlid forward six
inches. My leftfoot joined it secondslater.

"If only | can hold on here...someone
can get mearope. Nooooo!!! My legsare
moving again!"

My legsfelt likethey wereencasedin
water filled waders. But worse, someone
else (not me..definitely NOT ME!) was
moving my feet forward, about six inches at
atime. | looked up quickly. Randy wasin
an eddy downstream but THE HOLE and its
backwashwas between him and me.

= "Whattodo now, buckaroo? You cant
just fall off theledgeinto THAT hole. Who
knows how many timesyou will
recirculate? Make up your mind! Quick!
Youre at theedge! Onemoredipand you'l
be off theledge.”

Later, Randy described how hewatched
as| helplesdyandinexorably wasdrawnto

theedge of theledge. Hesaid that just asl
reached thelip he asked himsdf " Hmm
Bad spot. Wonder what helll do now?"

| ill don't know whereit camefrom,
maybe my daysasa competitiveswimmer.
Asl felt that lastdip, | squared up to the
ledge, looked out into the backwash, and
launched aracing dive- aslocoong and as
shallow as| could muster. | hit the back-
wash stroking.

Thought Randy "Hmmm. Mayhbet hat
will play."

Fortunately,itdid. | wasableto
piercethe backwashinto Randy's eddy, The
others managedto corral al my gear. The
Reventazoncontinued torise. We madethe
afternoon train.

Onthetran ride back, George, Tom,
and Paul were huddledin the comer of the
passenger car flippingthroughthe notebook
and laughing about therun | could hear
them asthey came up with name after
name. They named thelong rapid"DosKi-
lometers”and thelast rapid “The Land OF A
Thousand Holes"

My dive st not have been aslong and
asshdlow as | thought.

Theboysinthe raft named the rapid
“The Swan Dive'.

MS DOES NOT LOOK LIKE
KANSAS ANYMORE

Chatooga IV was nmning high and rising fast Things were
petting a little tense... and then the tomado hit!

by LaurenHunter

Sunday, March 27,1994 started with a
quick glanced theweather channel and the
redizationthet the Chattooga had been sit-
ting in astorm system all night. 1immedi-
ately questioned theideaof headingthere—
asrusty as| fdt, | wondered about the water
level. | had not beenthroughthe FiveFdls
section above 2.2 feet. Maybel should have
listenedto that nagginginner voice, but then
| would havemissed all of the excitement.

Our group met in Charlotteand con-
sisted of my husband Quay, Gordon Brown,
Bradford Barry and myself. Upon arrival at

the Chattooga the sky showed signsof
clearing, but an unusual warm, muggy feel -
ingwasinthedr. | askedan NOC guide
what thelevel wasand hesaidit was 1.8
earlierthat morning. Asthe shuttlewas be-
ingrun | sat trying not to eventhink about
being nervous.

It had been an "interesting”year for me.
Asawoman and a mom, | am aminority
among my boating buddies. | use my own
judgment when | run rivers, but my river
running confidence had been shaken earlier
that monthand my very foundation rocked

AmericanWhitewater v Gauley Festival194

the

when my daughter had been hit by a car last
ChristmasEve day. | found mysdif sitting at
the Chatooga IV put-in, havingimpure
thoughts."Nott 00 good,” | said to mysdif. |
remembered my daughter's wonderful atti-
tude, her recovery,and her sevenyear old
belief inguardianangels. So | said alittle
prayer, thefirst of many that day.

At noon, when welaunched, Bull Sluice
looked pretty wild. Weall ran down the cen-
ter and | madea mental noteto check the
level. Theriverfelt and lookedlikeit was
rising. Aswe passed the gauge | saw it was
d 22feet.

| said, "Okay Lauren, you can do this" |
started psyching mysdf up, determinedto
keep the Doubt Monster at bay. Qr party
met two guysand we mergedto becomesix.
| wasawaret hat thedr felt very peculiar-
with alternatingwarm and cool pockets.

At Woodall Shoals, | redizedthat the



river wasreally risingfast. Theholeat the
baseof the drop onfar right washuge. We
joked about Seven Foot Fallsbeing Three
Foot Fdls. Weall had good runsand we
picked up the pace, rememberingthat there
werefeeder creeksthat would add to the
aready risinglevel. Thesky wasgetting
darker and | could hear thunder. Aswe ap-
proached what isusudly a niceplaceto re-
lax and gaze at waterfallsand creeks, | no-
ticed a decided increasein the amplitude of
the whitewater noise.

When | looked at Stekoa Creek on river
right my mouth dropped open downto my
sprayskirt, hit, bounced off and sammed
shut. The creek wassoooo highand di sgust-
ingly brown. 1t merged vith the water | was
inand caught my edge.

“Mrummmmm,” | thought, “try not to
get uptight!" Very quickly the Chattooga be-
gantotakeon that interesting flood stage
quality, surgingso muchthat the lineswere
constantly changing. | tried to unclenchmy
teeth which werestill trying to recoverfrom
dammingtogether.

It isa good thing my mouth wasshut
becausethe stench fromthe water was nau-
seatingand | knew swallowingany of the
water could be a health hazard. Someone
mentionedthat there were chickenf ar s
upstream o the creek, someone mentioned
being suretostay upright, someonemen-
tioned the status of the water level and the
Doubt Monster mentioned " Raven Chute" in
my brain

Raven Chute has eaten more skin from
my elbow than any rapidin the Southern
Appaachians. | knew | would scout.

Therewere no rocksexposed on river
left where we usually eat lunch and the
holeswere huge. | saw aline but decidedto
wak. Oneof the young guyswe had hooked
up withranit and punched the hole. A
pretty cool movel Hisbuddy did not quite
makeit. Not so coal.

| saw hi s eyeswiden as hisstemwas
drawn back into the hole. Hevaliantlytried
to pull out straight, hisboat's bow wavingin
thear.

Bye, bye, | thought. Well, it wasugly. He
surfed,swamand lost hisboat. Our buddy
did not have air bags—bummer. So, now
our buddy was walking out of the Wildand
Scenicriver, paddlein hand. Wespent
about an hour lookingfor the boat.

| was hungry so whilewe waited, | ate. |
looked up and saw other boaters onthe
river. " Sowe are not the only crazy people
after dl,” | thought.

THIS DOES NOT LOOK LIKE KANSAS ANYMORE

Theweather continued to sour and |
knew an afternoon thunderstormwas com-
ing. Onedf the guysfromthi s new group
paddied over and nonchalantlysaid, "So are
you having alittlelunch?’

"Wel," he added, "you might want to
mosey down to Five Fals" | swallowed my
food, trying not gulp audibly. "Theriver is
risingfast," hesaid. "If youdon't get down
there soon, there will be no bank towalk on
if you carry.

Yd Homey don't liket hi S

Theguy who hed lost hi s boat climbed
ontothe back of avery generous, well ba-
anced boater's kayak and we proceeded.
Moreboaters appeared. As| recognized
them, | realizedwith asinkingfedlingthat
they weredl experts. Most of them had
donethe Green Narrows numeroustimes
and probably even felt comfortableonit, for
God's sake!

At about 2:30, we reached FiveFdlls.
Thelevel wasestimatedat about 4.0 feet.
Everything happened fast from here
on. The storm was getting closer; the water
wasrisng. We madeit through Entrance,
Corkscrew (which | walked) and Crack-in-
the-Rock When we scouted Jawbone, we
ended up onriver right. It wasthen that
thingsgotcrazy. Thesky becameso dark
Our buddy helped me get my boat up arock
wall and then walked downriver. Later, he
found ardt torideout on. Therewere
groupsof people below Sock-em-Dog. Quay
wasstandinglooking at the river, trying to
decideif he shouldrun Jawbone.

| had decided to walk and it wasgoing
to bethewalk from Hell. It got asblack as
night and the young guy whose buddy had
lost hisboat, joined another group. They all
made the hairy ferry above Jawbone and
walked the ever decreasing bank on river
[€ft.

Gordon, Quay, Bradfordand | stayedon
the right. Gordon took off up the rock wall
toscout our portage. | stood watchingthe
river. Thedr got very warm, then very cool,
thenhdl started fdling—large, irregularly
shaped chunks of ice.

| was glad for my helmet! The darkness
lifted and the sky turned unearthly colors,
ydlowvith arosetinge. | turned and
looked for Gordon, then when | looked back
at theriver, | saw what lookedlikeawall of
water movedown thegorge. Therewasa
roaring sound. Thewind wasso strong that
I leanedintoarock crevicefor protection.

Thenitall calmed down and | could
hear another roar, likeatraninthe dis-
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[ tance. I yelled somethingabout it to Gor-

don, but he could not hear me. | wantedto
get out of there.

Our walk took an hour. We hed alot of
climbing to do and used ropesand
carabinersfor our boats. We had to be ex-
tremely careful to avoid dipping. Wedidn't
want tofall i nto theriver right above Sock-
emDog. Not my ideaof fun. Once wewere
around Sock-em-Dog, we had toferry
aroundfloatinglumberin a huge
recirculating eddy to get toriverleft torun
Shoulderbone.

Aswe rounded the turn heading for the
lake, the most incrediblesmell of pineover-
whelmed us. Welooked upto seet hat vast
areasof theforest on either side of theriver
werecompletely destroyed It dawnedon us
the we had survived atornado! Treeswere
snapped off like broken matchsticks. The
tornado had bounced from side-to-side of
the river gorgelikea pinball.

At thetake out, weranirno agroup of
fishermen who had experiencedthefull
forceon thetwister. With wideeyesand re-
newed faithin asuperior being, they de-
scribed how they had tied their boat down
and grabbed onto rootswhilelyingface
downon theground. They too saw a wall of
water; they felt their feet lifted off the
ground and pulled up into the air asthey
held onto the roots. They saw their johnboat
fly through the air, torn from the rope and
watched the trolling motor driveintoatree
They saw treesbreaking and falinglike
dominoes.

They werefedlingvery lucky and anx-
iousto get out of there. Wetook out and
rushed to change whileanother storm
brewed. When we got tothe put-in, we
found out that the road homewasclosed. |
redized | had |eft my ruby red slippersat
home. "Thereisno placelike home." Some-
one mentioned that thelevel had risento
nearly fivefeet. Wedl walkeddowntosee
Bull Sluice, asightto behold!

Later wedrovepast an areawherean-
other tornado, or perhapsthe same one, had
touched down on Highway 76. It wrenched
my heart. On theway homel kept tryingto
remember the wordsto songsfrom the Wiz
ardof Oz.

That night, the Doubt Monster con-
quered once more, with pure thoughts, |
gratefully rested my head on my pillow at
homeand driftedto sleep... trying to remem-
ber if | really had seen awitch ona broom
flying through the Chattooga gorgeon my
way to Ozl



Kayakers beg for goodies on one of Idaho's premiere
multi-day whitewater challenges...

A BEAUTY IN THE EYE OF A POTATO?
THE SOUTH FORK OF THE SALMON

Articles& Photos by Chuck Pezeshki

We weretrying to get our act together
that second weekendin June, but we were
having problems; Idaho-kind of problems.

Bart needed toget asitter for hiskids.
What waswrong with the sitter he usually
cdled?

Shehad totake her old man to court
Thi ngs had gottenalittlelively in the Stites
bar and he had bittenthe nose off some
other local in afight. "Allegedly” bitten off
their nose-he hadn't had his court date yet.

Craig couldn't make up hismind
whether he should call Al and hiscat.-raft
crew and sign onto the rafting trash's plan.
That would mean suffering constant abuse
regardingour choicedf craftforthis three
day excursion, but wewould be ableto bum
beer and leftovers from their plates.

| faced my own dilemma Should | leave
my fianceefor the third weekendina row,
possibly findizingthe string of failed rela-
tionshipsthat constitutes the history of our
little, ragtag crew?

Thingsstarted tofall together Thursday
night whilel wason the driveto Orofino.
Bart found asitter, Craig threw hiscardsin
with Al, and | convinced my fianceethat thi s
reglly wasthe last weekendfor boatingin
Idaho, consideringthe drought and dl. The
total number goingto float the South Fork
o the Salmon would be nine: three
kayakersand six cata-rafters. We were
headedfor the center of one of the wildest
chunksd Idaho; the jewel inthe eyeof the
potato.

The South Saimon cutsa deep, granitic
canyon onthe edge of thelargest wilderness
complexinthe lower 48 states. It isremote,
rugged and hard. if a boating party did
screw the pooch down there- well they had
better be carrying backpacks, hiking boots
and two daysof food. Thereareold mining
roadsleading"somewhere" up on the can-
yonri mbut who knowsif they lead back to
civilization?

Thegeologicstructuret hat the river
traversesis upliftingfaster t hen theriver is
cuttingdown; hence, the rapidsare classic,
steep Rocky Mountain boulder-bed rapids
formed by dlidesand fansfrom side creeks.
The grano-dyarite walls closein tightly on
the river bed, creating a Venturi effect, espe-

Top: he wild and rugged ride to the

South Fork put-in.

Bottom: Craig and Bart play follow
the leader at Devil's Creek Rapid.

cially at higher water. Becauseof the inac-
cessihility, the South Fork of the Sdmon at
high water isnot a river for theadvanced
intermediate midlife-crisis kayaker that

I crowsto hisbuddiesabout flippingand roll-
ing up against Fillow Rock on the Gauley.

It isthe kind of gem were expertsim-
| merse themselvesin a spectaculargorge
with numerousClassIVV rapids, rapids
I that drop downto the mightiest untamed
river in 1daho, the Main Salmon. And, on
thistripin particular, it would offer usthe
opportunity to get drunk on someone else's
beer -the catarafters’.

The crew that finally gathered in McCall
thet latespringday wasadiverseone. Bart
isageologist who usedto beaminer...a
"whole-wheet" miner. | am a professor and
doalot o environmental activistwork. For

me, having Bart dong definitely hasits
plusses and minuses. Bt tortures mere
lentlessly about my eco-wacko tendencies;
however, he does know the country, having
worked herefor the past ten years.

Bart al so knowsall of the peoplein the
country,and figuresthat it ishissocial duty
tore-acquaint himsdf withdl of them each
drivetoariver.

Th s can causeinterminal delays. On
thi s trip wemet oneof Bart'sold mining
buddies-afellow by the name of Chappy.

"Old Chappy, he's agood old fart,” Bart
said. "l wanttostop and just catch up a
little." Chappy used to be the mayor of
Y dlowpine, Idaho, where Bart used to
work. Chappy would hand out his business
card, whichsaid on oneside,

Chappv. Mayar of Yellowpine
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"You'll be happy with Mayor

Chappy!”
and on theback side,

" Please don't throw your cigar ette
buttsin theurinal.

Besidesthemess, it makesthem
soggy and hard to light"

What amayor of Yelowpinedoesishe-
yond me-Idaho County has ho zoning or
building codes. Chappy had to moveto
Riggins after alittleaccident with a propane
heater in hishouse-hefilled up hisliving
room with the gas, thenlit amatch. Hewas
blown through the door of hiscabin.

Craig Thomas, the other kayaker in out
party, isa5th grade school teacher in
Orofino. Onewould thinkt hat thi s would
make him patient. Infact, it hasmadehim
passive-aggressive, at |east since they out-
lawed corporal punishment at the grade
school where heteaches. Craig, however,
hastaken this energy and funneleditirto
positive aspectsaf hislife; for example, he
getsup earlier and earlier every morning.
Friday morning, astheladder from hisloft
dropped periloudly closeto my head, |
asked hi mwhy it was necessaryto get up at
5:00 in the morning when the drivewas
only three hourslong, and we didn't needto |
bethere until 11:00?

The catarafters wereall associated with
Aire Inflatables of Boise, ID. Al Hamilton,
sales manager and partner, who alternately
proclaimshimsdf as"Gads gift to rafting”
and "the kayaker’s friend" was coordinating
with us. ChrisWalker, partner and raft de-
signer, who probably redly isGod's gift to
rafting, accompanied him, along with his
brother Todd, Gerry of Mile High Shuttlesin
McCall, Gail Ater and Greg"Mugsy" Patrek.

Mugsy isamountainof a man, whichis
good- hecantake alot of abuse. Al and
Mugsy go way back; when Mugsy wantsto
go rafting, Al throws an extracata-rafton
top of therig, retrieveshisspecial "Mugsy"
dry bag- containinglife jacket, wetsuit,
drysuit and booties- and phones Mugsy with
directionsto the put-in. All Mugsy hasto
bring are hisTevas; Al gavethemtohi mlast
Christmas. Onecouldsay Al amost feels
downright motherly towardsold Mugs

Wefindly arrivedat the put-inat 2:00
MM Friday. Up cameshuffling atypical Cen-
tral 1daho denizen, sporting a pistol and a
backpack.

"Sowhereyou from?"' we asked.

"Delaware" hereplied. “Looking for a
jobinthe mines"

After awhile, he asked uswherewe
werefloating.

"Downthere," | gestured.

""Shoot, no one goesdown there," here-
plied. "I've seen tonsd boaters, but no one
goesdown there.."

THE SOUTH FORK OF THE SALMON

Bartjust pointed to me and said, “That
boy right thereisone of the best kayakersin
Idaho,” then immediately started smirking,
To keepthestranger from pullinghisgun, |
quickly thanked Bart for the undeserved
compliment, and changed the topic, asking
about the use of a Glock 17 in the wilder-
ness.

"Rescue" hesaid. "If 1 get hurt, I'll just
shootthisinthear acoupledf timesand
get help."

Uhhuh, sure...

We put in at 3:00 PM. We quickly made
our way down the entrance Class I and [V
rapidsto thefirst biggie, caled Devil's
Creek, Devil'sToe, Devil'sTooth, Devil's
Protruberance, or whatever part of the
anatomy iscurrently causingirritation.
Devil'sCreek isalong, complex, ClassV-
rapid with some ugly aspects-if you mess
up.

| ran first, tight and upright, along with
therest of the kayaking crew. \We beached
our boatsbelow, and hiked up to watchthe
rafts.

Al Hamilton wasthe only catarafter to
runthe hero routedowntheleft. Therest
finessed, or ricocheted,down the sneak
route on the right. e cheered asMugsy
cleared the bottom wavewith no damage,
after dl, hewas carrying the beer and afine
bottleaf cheap whiskey.

It wasn't long until we pulled into camp
and theinsultsstarted flying. Al wanted us
to wear signssaying:

" Pleasedon't feed the kayakers
They only becomeor nery and expect-
ant"

Fortunately there was neither paper nor
pen. Beforelong wewereall drunk. Al once
again proclaimed himsdf "God'sgift to raft-
ing" andthi s timewequickly agreed. We
knewt hat if wedidnt, hewould shut off our

After the usual misogynist conversation
and boating nonsense, we went to bed.
Sleep cameeasily aswe burped beer irnto
our lifejackets/pillows,

Saturday started hot, but turned cold.
Soon Catarafter Gail started yellingstrange
obscenitiesin Spanish, citing his Texan-Jew-
ishancestry. | gotintoa particularly nihilis-
ticmood, and refused to get out of my boat
toscout. Asaresult weranthe second Class
V, arapid, appropriately named Surprise,
blind. We kayakersmanaged to avoid the
spanking of Granddaddy South Fork, a-
though | gavearodeo-hole performance. We
cleared out to watchthe raftr un at the bot-
tom of the drop.

Everything was going fine until Mugsy,
whowasalittlerusty withthe oars, entered
thetop of Surprise. Hesoon droppedinto
severd big, hungry holes-sideways. O

course, he wasn't scared- Migsy isamoun-
tainof aman.

But now he wasswimming, hanging on
to hiscataraft asit did alawn mower imita:
tion ontop of hishead. We had to avert our
gazeto keep from laughing; after all, Mugsy
isalsoasensitiveguy.

At the bottom, Al gave Mugsy quitea
lecture about how to row a cataraft.
Frankly, we kayakerswereworriedif thi s
tensionwould affect the foreign aid pro-
gram that evening.

Mugsy findly got it together, promising
Al hewouldn't break another oar. AT was
still alittleupset with hisboy Mugsaswe
passed out of the gorgeand downtothe
lunch spot, an abandoned old sawmill.

Therafterswantedto stop here. Appar-
ently, the attraction of horse poop and rust-
ing junk wasjustt 00 great for our rubber-
on-the-brain buddies-they couldn't wait to
beach their boats and break out the Kraft
AmericanSingles. For entertainment, Bart
maimed a rattlesnake, then proceededto
givemealecture on how people and rattlers
just don't mix.

| suggested he should becomeateacher
and philosopher, providingrational under-
pinningsfor hiswhitetrash, scorched earth
campaign against the local fauna.

"Grandfather River isgoing to get you
for killing one of hischildren, Bart," | said.

"Can | borrow your river knife to saw
off its head, Chuck?'

Back in the boatswe finally arrived at
Fall Creek Rapids,the | ast big ClassV be-
forethe Man Salmon. | stood tall and ran
both drops; Bart and Craig ran the top, then
slinked down the sneak on theright. The
rafters came screamingaround the corner
next, and it wasn't long until we were crack-
ing the celebratory, cold beer in the eddy be-
low. Even | had to admit those high perfor-
mance AIRE craft were pretty amazing-for
refts, thet is.

By the timewe set camp that night
abovethe Man Salmon, we had the rafters
trained. We guzzled their Sam Adams and
Henry Weinhard’s, sat intheir chairs, and
even atethefirst round of their food. If we
could have gottentheir pillows, perfection
would have been achieved.

We watched two bears graze acrossthe
river from camp. Mugsy won best "ex-
panded story" award, about facingdowna
bear witha can of paint and hisfists.

"Ooooh, yesh, | wasgonna sprayt hat
bear inthe eyes, and then punch H minthe
nose," hedlurred. "It waseither him or me,
yeah,that bear, ooooohh..”

Thefloat out onthe Man Salmonthe
following day was peaceful. By then, the
rafterswereaternately giving us cookiesto
bark likesealsa shut up. Bart and | played
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the classicidiot gamed tryingto touchthewal in Chittam
rapid.

Jarry's shuttlers, Lynn and Jeannie, arrived just aswe
reached the take-out. More beersand sal sa and dip and we
knew that we had hit the mother load. After dl, | reasoned,
Bart WASaminer.

IF YOU ARE GOING

TheSouth Fork o the SAmonisachdlenging
whitewater trip for experienced boatersonly. If the Upper
Gauley at 2500 cfsisthetopend of your ability, put your

high water South Fork dreamsto ret. Californians should THE LARGEST SELECTION gF <
consderit on par with the Forks o the Kern. It isnot the [ e e A %

placefor anintermediateto "moveup” to harder water. The ey '

firg four milesare deceptively easy, but your trip could dra- W

maticalyfail lower in the gorges, which are extremdly diffi-
cult to exit.

The South Fork isdefinitely a possibility for atrained
paddlecrew in aself-bailing raft, or one df thoseamazing
cataraft. However, above4 feet on the Krassel gauge, the
holesget enormousand theswimswould belong and icy.

Thisisspringin 1daho, and thewater is NEVER warm
on theharder runs. Plan on 40-45 degree water temperature
and wear adry suit. Frst runsare best madeat aleve be-

E-E CAMDins

tween 2.5'4' on the Krassdl gauge. Don't betoo proud to

scout. The South Fork ismuch harder t han the Midde Fork '2,"':]

o theSdmon or most of the other popular multiday trips oRGANTOWMN, WY
nearby (BoM) 296-57157

Exioertscan takesomesolacein thefact that the South
Fork isnot nearly asdifficult asa Secesh or the North Fork
d the Payette Topto-Bottom Run. But remember, you will
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Idlingaloaded boat.

The boatingseason in Idahoveri es
dly. Usualy in early Junethe river will be
high and the passover Lick Creek Sum-
tothe put-in might be closed. Call one of
outfittersto get afeel for snowpack. \We
rt earlythi s year dueto near drought
iditions.

Thereare also problemswith floating
onthe Man Sdmon; after June 15it is
gal to be on the Main above Vinegar
ek withouta permit. Whatever you do,
V't camp on the Main without a permit.
re isstill no permit requiredto run
ith Fork Re‘er to Greg Moore's and Don

Trn e

note of Larry LaRecco’s HR 3732 |daho Wil-
derness, Sustainable Forestsand Communi-
tiesAct. TH s hill areal stinker, and would
openmost of Idaho's remainingroadless
land to timber harvest and mining
development.(Beware wildernessbills from
Western congresspeople-they are usudly
pro-industry giveaways). Thi s hill has
passed the House, and ismoving ontothe
Senate. We can not save | daho without your
outside help! Theseareyour landstoa. For




SAFETY OPINIONS

| LET'S STOP DOWNGRADING RIVERS! by Crartie Watbridge

I'm alwayssurprised when otherwise
rational expert paddlersinsist on down-
grading theriversthey run. They tell me
that the Upper Yough and Gauley aren't
“redly" classV, and the Ocoeeand
Youghiogheny are"redly" classII- Tl hey
want to reservetheterm”ClassV” for ex-
freme rapidsat the outer limitsof
paddling ability. They seemto believet het
ms fheir limitsare extended, all "l esser" riv-
#rs ahould be downgraded.

Consistencyisimportantwhen classi-
lying rivers. It really doesn't matter if you
call ariver atwo or afoursolongasitis
itone uniformly. Butthi s hasbecome, at
best, an elusivegod. Paddlersmust
be preparedto encounter variationsin
siver ratingwhenthey travel. Ariverina
region lotsdf challenging whitewater and
# number of good paddlerswill often be
raied lowerthanasimilaroneinaless
-wdl endowed part of the country. Even
-vithin the same areadifferent groupsmay
lassify rapidsinvariousways. A drop

nay beoverratedor underratedto im-
sress other boaters, dependingon loca
2ustom. A guidebook author who hasan
uneventful run will describeariver differ-
antly from onewho had abad day onthe
water.

Familiarity often makesariver seem
easer. Thishascontributedtothe
downrating problem. When | first ran the
Upper Yough my "leader” had been down
only afew times. Today it's not uncom-
mon to encounter peoplewho havegone

| _down adifficult river dozensor even hun-

dredsdf times. Thefird runisawaysthe
hardest, asany first timer will attest. But
good guidescan makearun easier, and
practicewill accustomthe paddlertoa
river's specific challenges.

| dwaysrateariver withafirsttimer

| inmind- onewhoisrunningthe river with-

out apersonal guide. | alsotry to becon-
servativewith suggested water levelsfor
firsttimers. It's vital to recognizethe dan-
ger of participatingin afreewheelinghigh-
water run without athoroughintroduction
toariver at low flows. Like the upper lev-
elsd avideo game, thefast tempoof a
highwater runisvery difficultfor the
uninitiated to manage.

The problem of downratingisby no
meansconfinedto difficultwhitewater, it

occursthroughout thescale. When aclass
Visdowngradedto aIV to makeroomfor
anew, moredifficult run, ClassIV’s, IIT’s,
II's, and evenI's soonfollow. Th s lumpsa
large number of riversat the bottom of the
scale. Downgrading classl, I, and 111 riv-
ersposesno problemsfor thosewho
paddleexpert-level whitewater, but the
subtledifferentiationneeded by novices
and touring usersislost. It introducesin-
stabilityintoaratingsystemwhichisal-
ready difficultto apply uniformly.

Moreimportantly,by bunchingall the
easierr uns at the bottom of thescale, ex-
perts makeriver classificationlessand
lessrelevant to noviceand intermediate
whitewater paddlers.

Accurateratingsare alsoimportant to
paddlers testing thelimitsaf their skill.
Virtually all experts top outin classV, so
finegradationswithinthisclassare impor-
tant. But novicesar e also continualy
pushingtheir ability,andneedclearand |
useful distinctionsbetween gradesi-lil. |
certainly remember when thesediffer-
enceswereimportant to mewhen, asan
inexperienced paddler, my friendsand |
used the scaleto help select appropriate
streamsto paddie. |

Thelnternational Scded River Diffi- |
culty wasdevelopedinthe 1950s by the
AWA followingasimilar outlinetoascale
used by rock climbers. Theideaspread
rapidly around theworld. Like paddiers,
climbersbeganto extend thelimitsof
their sport during the 60'sand 70's. But un-
likewhitewater boaters, they did not
downgradeexigting climbs. They re-
sponded by dividingtheir"ClassV” into
tendistinctclasses, from5.059. Asthe
skillsof the elite continued toimprove, ad-
ditional gradationsfrom 5.10-5.14werees-
tablished. Climbsabove5.10ar e at- :|
tempted only by ardative handful of
climbers; with most activity being clus-
teredin the 5.6-5.9 range.

Paddlersshould do the samething.
Thework of setting up thegradations
within ClassV must be done by top pad-
dlerswho understand thefull rangeof
river difficulty. Despitethi s need there
seemsto belittleinterestin doing so.

It's payback timefor top paddlersin-
terested in giving back to the sport. Well
needtheir helpto makethesechanges.li
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RIVER RESCUE
CLASSESWORK

by Charlie Walbridge

While hanging around with somed my pad-
ding friends| have been surprisedat their disdain
for classesin river rexcue These dasseshave
been described as"worthless' or "nerdy” by
people whose opinions| usudly respect. Truth-
fully, there are paddiers out there who dont need
rescuedasses. They paddein groupsdf people
who know ther limitsand sedom meke mistakes
Rescues, other than occasiondly assgtinga
svimme or recoveringaloose boa, are ex-
tremdy rare. When something serious happens,
they have agood sensed rope dynamicsand
river hydrology and can improvise workebletech-
nigues on the gpot.

But river rescue haschanged alot sncethe
dayswhen vary complex rope systemslikethe
Tyrdian Traverse and Tdlfer Lowver werethe
nai n focus Sdf-rescueskills like svimmingand
wadingare now bang taught. May paddlers in-
dudingsome redlly good ones, are pretty helpless
when out d their boat, soimproved sdf rescue
skills can trand atei nt 0 added confidence on the
river. Today's river rescue coursesad so indlude
throw-line handing and belaying- skills which
takefull advantaged avalebleterrainand man-
power.

River Rescue dassesd 0 cover the best way's
to usethe new rescue stylelifevestsvith built-in
quick-rdeaseharnesses. These new PFD’s in-
creese apaddle’s abiity to reech out and help
someonein trouble, but meny paddlerswho own
them have no idea how they work

In some rare, but serious, mishaps, impro-
visd rescues do not work. Today's rescue
coursesteach stahilizationand sneg lines. These
arered lifemethodsd hdping peoplewho have
become pinned ar trgpped in inaccessible pos-
tions. They can be used to counter verticd pins
and foot entrapment and reguire a mini numaf
lightweight geer.

Mechenica advantagesyst ens likethe Z
Dragcan beset up with afew lightweight tools

| and used to unpin boats These systems have

been refined for over adecade; your chance of
sHting one up correctly and in a hurry without
prior ingruction issmall. Some people need
hands-ontraining; others can learn from abook.
Bu everyoneshould familiarize themsdveswith
these syst ens.

A rescue dasstaught by an up-to-date in-
gructor can teach many hepful skills that will
gveay boater an edgein an enagancy. Taking
acourse doen't meen yau should go out onthe
water looking for trouble; nobody wantsto takea
longsw mor get pinned! But like aseatbelt in a
car, these coursesprovidean extramagin of
safety when abed Situation arises unexpectedly.l
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ACCIDENT

OVERV

collected and reported
by Charlie Walbridge

If the material being sent to me is accurate,
1994 is shaping up to be a "normal" year for
river fatalaties despite high water in many parts of
the country. A total of 10 deaths are now in my
files. What sets this group of fatalities apart is the
surprising number that were caused by pinning in
unrunnable rapids, on bridge piers, or strainers.
Inmost cases the victims knew about the hazard
but got into trouble anyway. I've heard rumors of
other fatalities and near misses and always appre-

ciate letters or phone calls about them.

IEW

fl"l hefirgt accidentsinceny last

report occurred on December 29,

1993, but was not reported until
early'94. Thesitewasin Town Creek Can-
yon, near Guntersville in Northern Ala
bama Temperatureswerenear 50_ de-
greesand water levelsweremoderate.
Thegroupwas movingwdl onthisClass
T creek run asthey approached"The
Blockage'. Knownlocdly as Seeping G-
ant Fals, this 15+ high, unrunnabledrop
iscompletely obstructed by giant boul-
ders.

Thevictim, C-1 paddler Dick Johnson,
wasmoving towardsthefinal eddy in
classII+ water when he bumped arock
and lost hisferry angle. Johnson braced,
amost flipped, and was pushed down-
stream. Attemptingto reach the eddy, he
dammedagainst a'guard rock" fivefeet
abovethetop of thedrop and capsized.
He bailed out, washed over thetop drop,
and was pinned at the base. Thecurrent
peeledthelifejacket off hisbody and held
him completely under water. After at-
tempting to locate him, the group sum-
moned outsidehelp.

Hewaspulledfromthe river two days
later through a remarkablejoint effort by
membersdf the Birmingham Canoe Club,
alocal rescuesquad, and aclimbing res-
cueteam. Hrg, water wasdivertedfrom
thedrop by fellingtrees and placinga
sheet of plywoodintotheslot above.
Next, working from atethered raft, rescu-
erswereableto attach alinetothe
victim's body. A Z-drag wasthen used to
pull himfree.

ThePecific Northwest witnessed two
fatalities in February. Thefirst occurred
ontheClassV "Green Truss Bridge' Sec-
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tion of the White Sdlmon Riverin Wedh
ington State. A four-man party, composed
of expert kayakerswhowerefamiliar with
theriver, wasattempting alow-water run.
Thevictim, Jack Kleinman, wasa classV
boater with over 14 yearsof experiencein
the U.S and abroad.

Thegroupwas making good time, por-
taging several drops. Thesite of the acci-
dent wasa narrow, zig-zag canyon con-
tainingalong ClassV rapid, whichthe
group electedto boat-scout. Jack's bow
wasshoved underwater, snagging a hid-
denlog. Theboat pinned verticalyina3
pour-over. One member of the groupim-
mediately attempted aswimming rescue
and made contact with the victim, but
could not hold on. Theother two boaters
exited their boatsand started throwing
ropestowardsJack. They somehow man-
agedto snagthe boat and pull it free after
about fifteen minutes.

CPR wasinitiated by two of the group
whileathird went for help. Jack was
evacuated and transported to ahospttal,
where CFR wasdiscontinued after
rewarming.

Another accident saw Portland resi-
dent BarbaraHarper pinned against alog
onthe East Fork of the LewisRiverin
Washington. She wasastrong intermedi-
ate kayaker and very fit. About onemile
above Naked Fallsthe group eddied out
abovea ClassI1.drop. An8' thick log was
angled upstream,out of the water; there
wasaclear routetotheright. Severd boat-
ersmadetheir run successfully. Barbara
began her ferry but hesitated, hittingthe
log broadside, acrossthe cockpit of her
boat. She"bear-hugged" thelog, and after
being tossed around submerged com-
pletely.

Thegroup attempted a rescue, lower-
ing swimmersin rescuelifevestsand con-
nectingalinefromtheshoretothelog.
They made contact with the boat, but the
powerful current made attachingalineto
itimpossible. Theriver pulled off
Barbara's helmet andlifevest inafew
minutes, but the boat did not fold until the
next day. After 40 minutesthe group
efected to abandon their effortsand get off
theriver beforedark. Three dayslater a
rescuesquad usinga Tyroleantraverse
and agas-poweredwinch pulled thelog
fromtheriver and recovered the pinned
boat and body.

Inearly April aman paddlingan inflat-
ablekayak without alifevest or helmet
drowned whilerunning BellowsFdls, a
hugewaterfall onthe Connecticut River
near atown of the same name. Another
mandrownedtowardstheend of the
month raftingaflooded Otter Creek near
Burlington. Again, PFD’s and helmets



wereabsent. Thisinformationcomesfrom
short newspaper articles, theseincidents
combinethetimel essingredientsof inex-
perienceand highwater.

At about the sametime13year old
Jonathan Lapp and his partner capsized a
canoewhileattempting toland and por-
tagealow-water bridgeover Cocalico
Creek in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania
Thebridgewascompletely under water,
Jonathan apparently became pinned or
snagged underneath. Rescue squadswith
heavy equipment diverted the stream, a-
lowingdiversto recover the body hours
later.

On April 16 acommercial raft passen-
ger died of aheart attack followinga
lengthy swim on avery cold, highwater
day on thepopular Hudson Gorgeinu p
state New York. Vay littleinformation re
gardingthi sincidentisavailable.

The Rio Grande River near Pilar, New
Mexicowasr unni ng at 4850 cfson June
22, ahighleve. Onthat date Cecelia
Salazar, a private rafter, wastossed out of
her boat in the box canyonsection down-
stream of the gauge. She apparently
recirculated in a holeand wascarried
somedistance under water. Her body was
recovered downstream. | havenoinforma-
tion on therun or what thelevel means
and would appreciate help from New
Mexico boaters.

On May 24 Justin Sgppington, al4
year-old Boy Scout from Baltimore, Mr y-
land, was paddlinga tandem canoe on
Deer Creek, aclassIIrun Thegroupen-
countereda cross-streamlog. Thegroup
was setting up to portagewhen acanoe
capsized. One boy was pulled to shore; the
other washedinto thelog wherehewas
caught between thelog and swamped ca-
noe. Thescout leader managedto pry Jus-
tinfreeafter 5-6 minutes using afencerall
asalever, then started CPR. Paramedics
werecalled, and the boy wastransported
toahospital, wherehewas pronounced
dead.

Early June brought grim newsfrom
the Wenachee River in eastern Washing-
ton. OnJune4,1994, despitelow flows, a
Byear old man and al2 yearold boy died
whentheir 14'raft pinned against the
bridge piersof U.S Highway 2duringa
commercial trip. The two victims caught
theirlegsinthe"chickenling,arope
strung aroundtheoutsideaf the boat .
Thesepiersar e enormous, and onedf the
passengersreportedly suggestedto their
guidethat the group start paddlingright
beforeimpect.

The cause of the accident appearsto
have been a miscal culationon the part of
theguide. It isworth notingthat some

ClassV privateraftersare using grabloops

or T-handlesin placedf achickenline.

OnMay 22 therewasadrowningon
the Lochsa River in Idaho, which may also
haveinvolved entanglementina chicken
liner unni ng from bow to stern. Morein-
formationaboutt hi s accident isneeded.

Theinfamous"Meean Bridges' section
of the Poudre River near Fort Callins,
Colorado,claimedthelifed novice
kayaker CharlesSeltzer on June4. The
bridgeisextremely tricky to negotiateand
wasthesite of anasimilar drowningafew
yearsago. Portagingwould have beena
better choice. Thevictimwaspinned com-
pletely under water. Even after alinewas
attached to the boat it took the combined
strength o thirty peopleto pull itfree. The
kayak had to be cut apart to removeMr.
Sdltzer. CPR wasstarted, and although
there wasa pulsewhen he wasloaded
ontoa LifeFlight helicopter,hedied in the
hospital two dayslater.

Inthe near-misscategory a kayaker
wasr un down by aracing powerboat
whileattempting to gain accessto
Lambertville Rapidson the Lower Da
ware River near Philaddphia. Thehigh
speed boat wasrevving up in awarm-up
area(which wasnot marked) when heran
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up over the kayak's bow. Fortunately,
therewerenoinjuries.

Therewasanother bad pinningand
entrapment on the OcoeeRiver in Tennes-
see near Double Suck inlate June. The
rock, whichisdightly undercut, wasthe
sitedf asimilarincidentlastyear. Thevic-
timwasrescued by nearby paddlerswho
attached aropeto the bow and pulled the
boat free.

Sim Ray reported the remarkablere-
covery o asix-year old boy followingsub-
mersionin a36-F river for 65 minutesfol-
lowing an auto accident. Hewaspulled
from thewater with abody temperaturecof
only 62_F! A heart-tung machine rewarmed
his blood gradually over several hours,and
alengthy hospitalizationfollowed. Nowv
he's back in school with no brain damage.

I'm alwayslooking for information
about fatalitiesand new-missesinvolving
trained whitewater boaters. | am especialy
intrerested in accidentsoccurring afterthi s
report waswritten (in lateJune). Please
sent write-ups, either your own or from
club newlettersor newspapers,to Charlie
Walbridge, AWA Safety Committee, 230
Penllyn Pike, Penllyn, PA 19422; or call 215
646-0157. 8

Serving the
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewaterplay boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestyle winner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of thefamous Glider,
Viking, Swift, Tangoand Vagabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensivelineof whitewater and

flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalog and dealer near est you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444
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TH

E SAD FUTURE

KAYAKING?

neof the West's most daringand
accomplishedHair boaters
guestionsthef uture of
whitewatersportinaworld
whereno onetakesresponsibility for
themselves.

Threefriendsweretalkingabout recent
events.

"Hey, did you hear about the kayaker
whowasplayingright aboveastrainer?
Knew it wasthere, but went ahead any-
way."

"Boy, that's asking forit."

"Il say, and hegotit. Flipped,
couldn't roll up-washed right intothelog.”

"l remember, hegot stuck inthe
branchesand drowned.”

"Then hisfamily sued the kayak manu-
facturer for not having big enough cock-
pitstogetinand out of."

They d| shook their heads.

"Man, got it backwards."

"Stupid.”

"Bizarre.

"Hey, but what about the three guys
back in New England? Hear about them?"

"OhYesh! Wherethe First Guy got
stuck onarock, Second Guy triedto eddy
out and dislocated hisshoulder”

"And the Third Guy lost a bunch of
gear trying to get the Second Guy to
shorel”

Thethreefriendsal| laughed and
slapped each other on the back.

"What ajoke! Sounds likethe Key-
stone copsin kayaks. A bunch of flailing
geekd"

"No-that's not the point. The Second
and Third Guyszued the First! Blamed
him for the dislocated shoulder and the
lost gear.”

"Youre kidding! Whilehewassitting
out there broached?"

"That's what happened. Lawyer from
the Big City. Bullshit mentality."”

"Werd."

"Funky."

" Jesus, what's paddling comingto...?'

"It's not just kayaking. Did you hear
the one about the climber whotiedin
wrong, rope cameloose, and he cratered

from40feet?"

"And sued the rope manufacturer for
not having clear instructionsabout how to
tietherope?'

"Givemeabresk!"

"Were talking life-threateningidiocy
here. You know, Darwiniansalection.”

"It goesway past that! What about the
burglar who crashed through the skylight
of the place hewasburglarizing?'

"Now | read about that one. Got hurt,
brokealeg or something, then sued the
owner of the building?'

"Theguy he was stealing from?"

"God, no!"

“Sorry tosay it's true, my friend."

"Yeehright, Justicewill prevail ."

" Screwed up thinking."

"Weird shit."

"Guys, | got a better one. Hear about
thegirl who sued Nike when shetripped
over theshoelacesdf her new shoesand
broke her wrist?"

“Naah!”

“That’s Bull!"

"l tell you, it's true!"

"Or the guy who came upon an acci-
dent and triedto rescuetwo girls out of a
burning car, but only got one?’

“Whadda yamean, only got oneout?"

"Hewas burned badly, couldn't get the
second, thecar wasa | inflames."

IIAm’?I

"Get this - and I'm not makingit up -
the second girl's family sued him for not
getting her out."

"Qrist. After herisked hislife."

"Sortof putsitdl in perspective, don't
it?"

"Man, damned sued if you do, damned
sued if you don'’t.”

"Shit," they dl said together, and
looked at each other soberly.

"Qur sport isdead.”

"Responsibilityisdead.”

"Our blegping cultureisdead.”

"Peopleare screwed."

"Tohdl withal| tha!", onesaid witha
cheerful wave. "Let's go paddling!"

They glanced edgily at each other -a
lookthet nervoudy weighed unspoken
concerns.
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"Wdl.."

“Uummm... Ok, but were gonnahave
tosignan agreementbeforewego. Yau
know, just so there's no problemif some-
thing happens.”

"Y egh, so we're on the up and up
about things."

"Yup, it's better tomakeit legd."

"HaveJack write it, he's alawyer.”

"Anyonehereanotary? Bi? Here,
stamp theform.”

"Great! Go by Kinko’s ontheway out
of town and makethree copies. Well be
"Alright!!*, they al| said excitedly.

“Let's go paddling!”

Attention
N ' \Whitewater

WILDSIDE IMAGES PRESENTS

BOB'S WHOLE VIDEO
Your completeguide to dl the best action
provided by many o the best paddiersin
the GALAXY at the 1993BOB'S HOLE
RODEO in Oregon.

SLALOM - SQUIRT
HOLE-RIDING

Two daysd heed to head competition
compactedinto 55 minutesd’ non-stop
action complete with narration and music.

TAKEA DEEPBREATH ANDBRACE
YOURSELFFOR A WILD RIDE!!

Send $26.95 [l $2.00shipping and handlingto:
WILDSIDE IMAGES

8314 GREENWOODAVE. N. #3900
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98103



Hits A Home

Run 14 Time At Bat

By Tam Christopher

The Kennebec River Fest had beenon
thefront page, sportspageandinfeature
sectionsdf newspapersfrom Portlandto
Bangor all week. WTOS Radio blasted the
airwavesthroughoutMaine, bringingthe
newest AWA river eventtotheearsand
heartsof whitewater loversand racers.
The weatherman promised asuperb week-
end and most of the black fliesleft the
state, headed for Quebec two daysbefore
thefegtival. Thethree day weekend of the
Festival proved that Maineisa whitewater
heaven.

Weknew if wedidit, THEY would
come. They cameby the carload, the
vanload, and even by bus. THEY came
from New Y ork, Connecticut, Pennsylva-
nia, Maryland, New Jersey, the Carolinas,
and even Idaho. The paddletown of The
Forks, Mane, made famousby whitewater
rafting, now had hundredsdf kayakersde-
scending uponit for the Fourth of July.

Over five hundred boatersand local
residentsturned out for thefird annual
Kennebec River Fest, held & Wilderness
Outfitters. THrty exhibitorsalso cameto
Maineto support thisfirst ever event. First
Selectman Dan MacDonald and the VFW
boysfrom Biigham, Maine put on akiller
Chicken barbecue, serving almost three
hundred mealsover the course of three
hours. They d so kept the burger & chip
wagon going from noontime until thefesti-
val closed,so nobody would go away hun-

ry.
g Theoutfittersfrom RAFT MAINE kept
the beer flowingfast, enough to quench
thethirst of eventhedriest boaters, and
the bluegrassband " Good Clean Fill" pro-
vided music throughoutthe evening.

Even brief thundershowersdidn't
dampen any spirits. After huddling under
vendor tentsfor hdf an hour thestorm
passed and the show went on.

Theracesturned out to be exciting
with nine contestants walking away with
$1,800dollarsin prizemoney provided by
ChampionInternational. First prizeinthe
Tandem Canoe Divisonwent to Chip
Cochrane and Scott Blue of Greenville,
Maine. Chipisrecognizedasa national
champion in canoe poling, and finished the
sx-milecoursein 39.24. Dick Hanson of

Orrington, Manewon the Kayak Divison
in 40.38.

Hanson beat out-Fred Ludvig of
Houlton, Mainewho actually reached the
take-out first, afull minuteahead of Dick.
But Hanson wasabletoexit hisboat and
scrambleup the steep take-out bank to
beat Fred tothefinishline.

Frank Mooney and hiscrew from
Crabappl eRafting beat all other teams
withatimeaof 5335to firmly establish ma-
jor bragging rightsamongst the commer-
cia outfittersin The Forks. Crabapple
Raftingr uns outfittingfacilitieson both
the Kennebecand Deerfiedld Riversin
Maineand M assachusetts. Other outfitters
vowed there would be a new champion
next year. Well see.

WildernessOutfitters, host to thefirst
AWA Kennebec River Fest, provided an
outstandingriversidesite and their staff
put every effort forward to accommodate
AWA workersand festival vendors.In
spitedf their own busy commercid rafting
schedulethey generoudly found time to
help when needed.

Centra Maine Power Company like-
wisedid agreatjob, providingthefestival
with logistical support, advertising and
public relations, not to mention of course
extrawater releaseson the Deed and
Kennebec Rivers.

Thereweremany othersthat worked
hard to maket hi s event happen. John
Willard, owner of Wilderness Outfitters,
gave usthe opportunity to show what
AWA could do. Russdll Walters, the presi-
dent of NorthernOutdoors, workedvery
hardto coordinate our effortsin Maine
andat ed asliaisontothe RAFT MAINE
outfitters. Mark Ishkanian, Communica
tionsManager of Central Maine Power,
provided countlesshoursto keepthi s
eventahigh profileiteminthe Maneme-
dia

Andtoeveryoneel sethat helpedto
givethe effort a boost, many t hanks!

CHECK OUT THE BIG WAHOO SEG
TION OF TH SISSUE FOR TOM
CHRISTOPHERSACCOUNT OFAH GH
WATER RUN ON THE KENNEBEC DUR-
ING THE FESTIVAL WEEKEND!R
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lnset: Her Riverness (Paylis Hatowiiz

watching the end of the race and
contemplating a cold one. (photo by Doug
Feick) Back: Scott Blue (foreground)and
Chip Cochanerace to the put-in after a 200
yard land dash in the Taupen Canoe
Division.
We need your input!!!
AMERICAN WHITEWATER
ANNOUNCESNEW COLUMN

HE DID WHAT?

Who isBob? Why isBob'sHole named after
him? What about

Dudley? And who or what did hedip? IsJared
thefirs or last

nameand what happened tohisknee? Are
CharliesChoiceand

CharliésWashing Machinefirst cousins?
Zwidk's Backender? Vernon'sFolly? How DID
those rapidsget ther names? Inquiring nnnds
want to know.

Soundslike a great column in the making.

OK Maybeyou don't want to writeit. | will.
Tak tome.l'd liketo cover oneor tworapidseach
issue. I'm particularlyinteresed in rapidswhich
havenameswherethe originsare not described in
popular guidebooks. Or even better, thosestories
that theguidebooksgot wrong.but you...you have
the TRUE story.

Yaur storieswiill NOT be verified. LEGENDS
will be GLADLY

accepted. Maybe we will even gener ate Il
expressingan dteree sory toyour story. Maybe
well publish two or t hree ver sionsof the naming of
thesamerapid and then haver eader schoose the
onethat they think really happened.

(Whoa, Joe! What'ssonew about thet ?)

Seeyou around the campfire. ||| betheone
with the portablerecorder taking down every
word.

Joe Grane

404 Sacy Street
Raldgh NC 27605
919-834-1633
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BRIEFS

ANNUAL SOUTHWESTERN CANOE
RENDEZVOUS— OCTOBER 7.9,

The HOUSTON CANCE CLUB, hasan-
nounced the sixth annual SOUTHWEST-
ERN CANOE RENDEZVOUSto be held
October 7-9,1994. The symposium will be
held on Lake Raven at the HuntsvilleState
Park, 60 milesnorth of Houston, Texas.

The SOUTHWESTERN CANOE REN-
DEZVOUSisthelargest paddle sport show
inthe country. The publicisinvitedto par-
ticipatein the many activitiesthat include:
clinics, workshops, on thewater demos,
exhibitions, family entertainment,compe-
tition, rafflesand an auction benefiting
river conservation efforts.

Over fifty clinicswill betaught by
leadinginstructorsfromal over the coun-
try. Clinicswiill be avail ablefor beginners
toadvanced paddlers. Specificinstruction

for afree brochure.

KAYAK SUPPLY

Join us this fall and winter for
trips to Costs Rica,
New Zealand and Baja.

Boats and accessories for all
your paddling needs. Trips, tours and
instruction for whitewater kayaks,
sea kayaks and canoes. Call or write

ALDERCREEK

INC.

250 NE Tomahawk Idand Dr.
Portland, OR 97217 503/285-0464

will begiveninall typesd paddlecraft, in-
cluding: flat water canoes, whitewater ca
noes, seakayaksand whitewater kayaks.

Magjor manufacturersand retail ersof
canoes, kayaksand paddl e sport accesso-
rieswiill be on hand to display their prod-
ucts. Th s event allowsthe publicto "test-
drive any of the hundredsof typesdf
boatsthat will be displayed. Mary manu-
facturers will be unveilingtheir newest
productlines.

Regional, Stateand National competi-
tionswill be held, including an Interpretive
Freestyle Competition,sailing regattasand
outrigger canoeraces. The TEXASCA-
NOE RACING ASSOCIATION, organizers
of the TexasWater Safari, will host other
classesdf competition. The GREAT

TEXASDUTCH OvBEN COOK-OFFwill be
held again atth s year's event, in coopera-
tion withthe Dutch Oven Society.

The HOUSTON CANOE CLUB isa
non-profitorganizationwhosepurposeis
the promotiondf canoesport andisactive
in conservation, recreation, racingand in-
struction. Theclubiscelebratingitsthirti-
eth anniversaryin 1994. Theclubisopen
tothe publicand has over two hundred
members.

Additional informationand registra-
tion packets can be obtained by callingthe
Houston CanoeClub &t (713)467-8857, 0r
by mail, P. 0. Box 925516, Houston, Texas
77292-5516.18

12 Original Full Color
PADDLESPORT GRAPHICS
___ Hand Screen Printed
on High Quality 100%
Cotton T-shirts.

Send check or meney order for
$12.95 plus $3 00 shipping. Specify the
[BESiN and size; Lor XL. We ship UPSor
Express Mail. Free shipping on two or more shirts.
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END NOTES

Bigfoot Stole My Heart

by CarlaGarrison

It was my favoritesupermarkettabloid
story ever.

"Bigfoat Stole My Wifd" the headline
screamed. Bdowthi's revelationwasa picture
of adistraught middleaged nan, alogger from
the Pacific Northwest, who daimed that hisbe-
loved wife, Olga, had been abducted from the
deck df their doublewidein themiddiedf the
night by a Sasquatch.

What | fancied most about thi s report mast
was that thelogger had waited six weeksto tell
histae. Actudly, he hed not takentheinitia-
tive to report hiswife's disappearance to any-
one. Neighbors had noticedthat Olga, who
was by all accountsa rather big, garrulous
woman, wasgone. Olgds husband only came
up withthe Bigfootstory (dlibi?) when thelo-
cal copscametoinquire after her where-
abouts.

Why had he waited solong to report her
abduction?

Thelogger offered an explanationthat cer-
tainly seemed reasonable, at least to thosein
the community familiarwith Olga Thelogger
said that he hedn't been concerned, because he
figured that the Sasguatch would soon tire of
his new toy and return her to the porch.

Hisexplanation apparently satisfied the
locd authorities, who gave up on Olgaafter a
brief wildernesssearch. Andit was embraced
with open ams by the publishersof the tab-
loid, who reported, several issues|ater, t hat
Olgawasdill missing, andthat a number of
other middle aged men with large garrulous
wives had movedinto thesame mountainvil-
lage.

Apparentlythey were hopingthat the
Sasguatchwould be so ddighted with Olga
that hewould decideto start a harem.

My cousin Gary Carlson oncetold methat
you can lie your way out d anythingaslong as
you keep astraight face and stick to your dibi.
When I firg readthis story | figuredthat this
logger/ Olga/ Bigfoot scenario confirmed that.

Being amodem woman with an analytic
and inquiringmind, | did not believesome of
things| readin the National Enquirer and
Star. | did not believe, for instance, t hat
twelved our congresspersons werediens
from another planet or that two newlywedsin
England redlly had tongues more than afoot
long. And | certainly didn't believein
Sagquatchesand Bigfoots.

Abominal men, yes Abominal snow men,
no!

But that was beforea Bigfoot Stole My
Kayak. That wasbeforeaBigfoot Stole My
Heart!

It happened during the second night of a
three day solo expedition down the Midde

Fork o the Featherin the Northern Sierras. |
wasdeepingin abivvy sac besdealarge
rapid; no doubt that's why | didn'thear nm
sneskingup onme.

All of asudden there was aterrific hulla-
bal oo outside my tent; it sounded like agang
d bearswasraidingmy camp. It had beena
tough day on theriver and | wasin no mood
for this, so | jumped out o ny sac and
grabbed my paddleand flashlight, ready todo
battlewith the marauders.

When | got my ny act togetherand hit my
light, I couldn't believermy eyes No gang of
bearswasmaking theruckus; it wasasolitary,
abeit gigantic, hairy creature, ummaging
through my boat. It wasplenty big, but | was
plenty med, so | sarted ydlinglikea banshee
and brandishing my paddle, determined to
driveit off.

Tomysurpri se hejust gruted and sared,
| think hewasszing me up. All of sudden he
charged, snatched me off theground and
threw me acrosshi s powerful shoulders. |
kept whacking himin theass with my paddle
but | couldn't get avery good swing and it
didn’t dow him down a bit. Then he scooped
my kayak off the ground and tossed it over his
other shoulder and we were off, crashing
through the brush like somekind of super-
sonic bulldozer.

| didn't know where he wastaking me and
| didn't know how far he carried me dl |
knowisthat | wasplenty pissed. | kicked and
clawed and gouged and bit that sucker, but it
got me nowhere.| havesincelearned that,
when it comesto behaviora modification,
bigfoots are |ot like most men; psychological
manipulation works better than corporal pun-
ishment.

After severa hoursaof crashing through
the wilderness we reached acave on theside
o acliff; thiswasBigfoot's lair, Bigfoot
dumped me onto the ground likea sack of po-
tatoes, then goodin the moonlight at the
mouth of the caveadmiringmy kayak

| hed assumed that the Bigfoot that had
abducted me was thelike the one that had
taken Olga-that hewanted toturn meinto a
lovedave Butasl sat wetching him, caressing
my kayak and paddle, hiseyesdancingin the
moonlight, | redized that it had redlly been my
boat and gear hewanted. Teking mewasjust
an afterthought.

Suddenly it dl becameclearto me. For
yearsthi s londy critter had been pegping envi-
oudy at the boatersrumi ng the classV rapids
not amile from hiscave. It looked like so
muchfun that hehad decided to try it for hi m
sdf. Hewanted something morethan sex;
Bigfoot wanted something that wasthrilling.
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Hewanted tolearn to kayak!

Satisfied that Bigfoot meant me no karss; |
crawled under a deerhide and dozed off. When
| cameit was morningand Bigfoot and my
gear weregone. | could hear theroar o the
river at the base o thediff and | quickly
guessed what wasgoing on.

That idiot isgoingto demolishmy gear, |
raged, and | barreled out o the caveand
scrambled down thetalusto theriver. My
worgt fearswere confirmed, Bigfoot wasin my
boat, about to enter along, pushy classIV rock
garden. | yelled and waved my arms, but it was
t 00 late.

Le metdl you, hewasquitethesght! He
hed my helmet and PFD on backwardsand he
was holding my paddlewrong. Hewaswob
bling and flounderingeven before he hit the
first duice. Herocketed down a big tongue of
water right i nto arock, which he managedto
broadside. & course heleanedthe wrong way
and flipped, careeningaround the boulder into
apourover that cartwheeled H msevera times.
When Bigfoot finally flushed out of that, he
bobbed down asizesblewavetra n, upside
down, flounderingand flailing with his paddle,
apparently trying to roll.

He tumbled over afivefoot ledgeand
recirculated for nearly a minute. Amazingly he
mede no effort to abandonship. Finally it
kicked him looseand he drifted down into a
long, shdlowdide. Hetook quitea begting
there; | could see the boat bouncing up and
down as his head and shoulderswere pum-
meed by therock Eventudly hefloatedinto
the poal at thebottom o the rapid, for amo-
ment therewasnosgn lifeand | figured he
wasdead. Thensuddenly his- | mean, my-
paddle brokethe surface and the water ex-
ploded, asif aminehad goneoff. This went on
for nearly thirty seconds, then amazingly, |
don't know how, he managed to roll.

He had a deepgashin hishead and his
facewas covered with blood. Hisknuckles
wereraw and oozing and his right shoulder
lookedlike it might be did ocated. He was
gespingfor breath and hiseyeswereral | ed
back into his head.

Butinspited dlthis, andthisisthething
that won my heart, Bigfoot was grinning from
ear toear. Atthat moment he wasthe happi-
est Sasquatchin the world.

How could | resst?" Thebiglug clearly
hed heart. He certainly hed the physique. He
certainly didn't haveskill, but I could remedy
that, | knew right thenthat | wasgoingtoturn
himintoaworld classhair paddier.

Tobecontinued.. 1
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““WORLD LEADER IN SHORT WHITEWATER PLAYBOATS
DESIGNERS & BUILDERS OF WHITEWATER CANOES SINCE 1971

MOHAWK VIPERS,
Winner 1993 World
Rodeo, Ist, 2nd & 3rd

11' & 12' Probes and
Vipers Factory Direct
$556.50 Each

Whitewater playboats are
available fully outfitted and
ready to paddle. Add $225
(solo) includes: Foam Sad-
dle/Knee Pads/Thigh Straps/
Yakima Foot Braces/Air
Bags and Quick Disconnect
Lacing Kit.

XLT5AND XL 74

'NEW! WHITEWATER PLAYBOAT

T R g L -y

i il

Photo: Vernon Keith Paddler: Jerry Creedon
MOHAWK'S NEW PROBES viper-like performance,
yet extremely user friendly. Superb final stability,
dry, agile and quick to accelerate. This is a play-
boat you may never outgrow. The paddlers who
own these boats rave about them.

MOHAWK MPERS dry, quick and agile. A real
winner if you can handle the edge.

XL dry, stable, user friendly. A Mohawk |
Classic. I

FACTORY
MSDY Lokt o e VT AVAILABLE
Wiy By By ob s S0 OUTFITTED FOR
X e e e B B TEX
LA G T R TANDEM PADDLING
PROBE 12 12'8" 285" 145 A9 Ibs LT $556.50

( Mohawk Canoes

/. 963 N.CR427,LONGWOOQOD, FL 32750

~ (407)834-3233, Fax (407)834-0292

fm,‘_g’ A, Mohawk Can:
CANO

Exceptional VValue, Durability and

since 1964. ..
Feature For Feature We Meet Or Exceed C

NOVA 1

has one of
Canoe. The
stability. Th
ness trippin
river whitew

INTREPI

arched and
our canoes.
or carrying
few equals:

SPORT !

stability for
is available

CHALLE

canoe has ¢
nimble whe
lent canoe f

SOLO 1
with a tucke
and stern. N
small twisty
moderate w
won't let th
canoeing: S

MODEL LENGT

CHALLENGER 14'2"

SPORT14 14'
NOVA~~ 16
NOVA 17 17'
INTREPID16 162"
INTRERD 17 173
NOVA16 16'
SPORT 14 14'
0013 13
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