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YOU NEVER
REALLY KNOW

by Bob Gedekoh

"Catcha wave and you're sitting on
top of the world."

Brian Wilson

"He sleeps with angels,

He's always on someone's mind,

He sleepswith angelstonight.”
Neil Young

On sunny October daysthe wavesat
thetop of Initiation Rapid can be seduc-
tive... four feet high, hunter green,
smooth and flawless. You could surf the
face of them easily... probably for aslong
asyou wanted... and it would feel really
good.

Unfortunately, fifty feet downstream,
just beyond the crest of the drop, asub-
stantial portion of the Gauley splatters
against a hefty chalkstone boulder. That
boulder spansa rocky crevice, creating a
|lethal mantrap.

In September of 1982 a boater from
Georgia, Bob O’Connor, pinned and
drowned there. | was paddlingthe
Gauley that day with friends and came
onto the scene about thirty minutesafter
Bob O’Connor died. Hiskayak and body
werestill wedged inthesdat. This
accident waswidely discussed, so over
theyears| have been surprised to seea

"l

.

number of kayaksand canoestrapped
there, fortunately without their occu-
pants. | alwaysfigured these boats be-
longed to people who hadn't been told
about the spot.

When I'm paddling the Gauley with
newcomers, | dwayswarn themto stay
away from theriver right side of Initia-
tion.

Dave Millsoften led newcomers
down the Gauley, and he alwayswarned
them about the mantrap too. Thereisno
guestion that he knew about the subtle
danger in Initiation.

But last Saturday Dave Millsdied
there.

Drifting down toward Initiation,
Dave spotted the wavesand decided to
surf them. It wasaspectacular fall day
and the outflow from the dam was de-
lightfully warm. The kind of a day when

you don't mind getting wet. No doubt
Dave considered the danger down-
stream, but he decided to surf those
wavesanyway.

Davewas a competent classV
boater; he knew hisabilities. He knew
that when he wasfinished surfing those
waveshe could peel out toward the cen-
ter of theriver. He knew that he could
mss the deathslot by amile.

But somehow that didn't happen.
For an uncharacteristicinstant Dave lost
control of hisboat. Then heflushed
down into the mantrap... and hisdeath.

Davewasan “oldtimer” who wasfar
more saf ety minded than most of my
friends. Hepaid alot of attentionto
river gauges and avoided extremes of
flow. Healways carried a breakdown
paddle, carabiners and assorted rescue
equipment. He kept a close eyeon his
boating companions and if you needed

T help, Davewas there.

Davewasa conservativeand careful
boater. Thereisaterribleirony tothe
fact that hedied on theriver.

There may bealessonto be taken
from Dave's death, but | don't know
what itis Surelyit can't be that we
should never catch an eddy, or boof a
ledge, or surf awave upstream of a dan-
gerous spot. Every rapid intheworldis
potentially dangerous; it's just a matter
o degree. Part of the thrill of running
whitewater i sassessing that danger, as-
sessing your own abilities, and deciding
whether to goforit or not.

In retrospect, | wish Dave hadn't de-
cided to go for those waves. But know-
ing hisabilities, | wouldn't have consid-
ered him reckless or foolishif | had seen
him heading in that direction that day.

Soif you're looking for amoral or a
lesson to betaken from Dave Mill's
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death, you'll haveto go elsewhere.

I'm not even going to say that we
should take comfort in thefact that he
died ontheriver, onabeautiful day, do-
ing something that he loved. That would
betoo easy. It's too great atragedy to
trivializelike that.

All | can say isthat Dave MIs wasa
great guy and, likealot of other folks,
I'm goingto miss seeing him on the
river.

Two daysafter Dave drowned |
paddied the Gauley. But | didn't take out
at Panther with everyone else. | paddied
onto PetersCreek, likeweused toin
the old days. There are couple of good
rapids and playspots below Panther and
thereisalot of flatwater too. But | don't
mind the calm stretches; after the excite-
ment upstream, it givesmetimeto think.

Besides, | haveawaysfelt that Can-
yon Doorsisone of the most spectacular
rapidsin the country. When | paddled
through Canyon Doorsthat day, | was
thinking about Dave. | pausedinan
eddy near the bottom of the rapid and
looked upstream.

Suddenly | had an eerie, disconcert-
ing thought. "Take a real good look at
this.. because you may never seeit
again."

About an hour later whilel was bik-
ing my shuttle through thevillage of Poe,
| stopped to watch an very old woman
planting daffodil bulbs. She wasall
stooped over her shovel; it washard
work. | thought, thislady isareal opti-
mist.

Believingthat those dried up onions
will survivethelong hard winter in the
ground, then sprout and bloom next
spring. And believingthat shewl | till
be around to see them.

Plantingthose bulbs seemed an a-
most outrageous act of faith.

Likel said, thislady wasvery, very
old. But, then again, she has already
seen alot of winterscomeand go.
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FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE |

Dear Sirs,

I'm research fellowin biochemistry,
coming to Americafrom Russiaa month
ago. In Russiamy lifewasdividedin
three parts: family, science, and wild-
and-white water. So | want here.

Itismy apleasureto enclose pay-
ment for joining the AWA, bimonthly
subscription to " American Whitewater"
magazine, AWA NationwideWhitewater
inventory, cap and poster.

Please send my regardsto “AW”
staff. This magazinesignificantly defined
my decision. Colored"Paddler" and "Ca
noe" didn't pleasure meso as"AW."

I'm interested in further information
on AWA and any other whitewater activ-
ity in USA, whitewater printing produc-
tion (such asposters, calendars), and
any other information connected with
whitewater.

Please contact meat my business ad-
dress mentioned inthisletter.

Sincerely Yours,
Dmitry Koulich
The Public Health Research Institute
455 First Avenue#1043
New Y ork, NY 10016

KILL KATZ!

To the Editor:

| happily enclose my membership re-
newal for the coming year. | feel that
AWA isthe only organization represent-
ingtheinterests and issues of the
whitewater paddler. | constantly urgeall
of my cheapskate freel oading kayaker
buddies who haven't joinedto pony up
the paltry $20to join and support river
preservation.

Having said that, | would urgeyou
take my membershipfee and anyone
else who will contribute AND PAY
JONATHAN KATZ NOT TOWR TEANY-
THING AGAIN UNTIL HE ISOUT OF
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL. Better yet, park
achimpanzeein front of aword proces-
sor for an hour, print what comes out
and give him the twenty bucks.

To call thiscrap adolescent isto de-
mean an entire generation of young
people (I'm not one of them, by the
way). Its not a matter of sensitivity, or of
being PC, but a question of quality hu-
mor and how paddling is perceived by
the public. Y our editor's warning preced-

AmericanWhitaNaterv Movembes Teoembes

Ly ............

ing the story not notwithstanding, please
exercise better editorial control inthe
future, and perhapstherest of uscould
contributeallittle more and giveyou
something elseto print in your other-
wisefine publication.

(I think my friend's golden retriever
may have acouple of river articlesin his
pointed head. I'll ask.)

Thanks,
Mike Sease
Greenville,SC

ANOTHER KATZ FAN

Dear Phyllis

Sorry | forgot my dues but after |
read thearticlein theJuly, August issue
by Jonathan Katz, | realized there was
still hopefor us open boaters with aflair
for the extreme. I'm gladto see Bob,
Chris, and Pope will still publish articles
which reflect thefun side of lifeand not
water down theissues. Keep up the
good work.

Yourstruly,
John T. Deardoff

I've redlly enjoyed thelast few issues
of American Whitewater and want to say
that | think you put together a great
magazine. Also, Jonathan Katz' recent
series, aswell asall of the writingin the
"humor" section, isterrific. Kegp upthe
good work!

Sincerely,
Ron Soussa
Little Falls, New Jersey

PEE'D OFF

Dear Editor:

| just read AT Fylak's letter inthe
September/October issue. | think we
havedl have had the need to relieveour-
selves before "putting-on theriver, but
Mr. Fylak madean error in judgment in
this case.

Mr. Fylak, asanaval officer, what
would the SPs do if they caught asailor
urinatingin the middleof afield?What
would you do as hiscommander? An Ar-
ticle15, at least, | would guess.

| have been paddling the Upper
Yough for about three yearsand have
found the DNR Officers, like any other



LETTERS

human, are nothing but cor-
dia when treated likewise.
The only dlightly negative
encounter | can remember
was oneday, whilefloating
under the bridgeat Sang Run,
one member of our group had

hishelmet in the bottomof
the canoe and wastold to put
it on. A polite"yes' wasfol-
lowed with afew moments of
pleasant conversation.

Mr. Fylak’s poor judg-
ment in selecting alocation
to do hisduty isa prime ex-
ampled why boater/commu-
nity relationsinthe
Friendsvilleareaare strained.
| don't care how urgent the
need, thereisno excusefor
not taking15secondstogoto
thewoods. Sincel brought up
boater/community relations
in Friendsville,another com-
ment: Whenyou arein
Friendsville be as courteous
to the localsasyou would ex-
pect avisitor to your hometo
betoyou, don't change cloths

NANTAHALA O

would not touch this subject
m\ith atenfoot pole...evenif |
_had one!

inthe parking lot, (Mountain | thereview youprirted alet- Thank you again.
Surf has changingroomsand | ter that waswrittento ussev- .
showers) and conceal your eral months ago by W. Scott Sincerely,
beer. Morris. Mr. Morrishad con- Bill Cross
tacted usregarding a piece of (for Jim Cassady and
David Stockdill safety advice, "Never boat Fryar Calhoun)
Fredericksburg, VA alone" — which appearsin
theintroduction of our new
EDITORS COMMENT: | book.

Wewanted tolet you

" [ " [ , ,
J bl
LU
Dear Bob,
In your September/Octo-

ber issue you reviewed our
new guide book, Western

|_to thePacific First, thank
you for your very kind words
about our book. Alongside

CENTER

PADDLING GEAR (& MORE) FROM THE EXPERTS

13077 HWY 19 WEST *

BRYSON CITY, NC 28713

| clearly be appropriate — and

_know that we agree with Mr.
VETY “daring and aceam-
thoughtful and convincinglet- | ptished Hair Boater” who
ter last June, we promptly authored "The Sad Future of
wroteareply tellinghimthat | Kayaking?” on page 115 of
we greatly appreciated his our last i ssue was none other
feedback and that we planto | than Regional Coordinator

revisethat advicein the next
printing of our book. Al-
though westill regard "Never
boat alone" as good advice
for beginners, we do not be-
lievethat more experienced
boaters should be bound by
such arule. Solo boating can

Doug Ammons of Missoula,
Montana.

Doug's byline wasinad-
| vertently deleted from hisar-
ticle.

Sorry 'bout that.

GO0D JOB!

I Dear KWK =
[tiswith great pleasure
that | submit my 20 dollar
membershipfee. |1ook for-
ward to receivingthe AWA.
Journal, as| havefound the
articleswithinit to beinter-
esting and well written. Keep

uniquely rewarding — for
those who have gained
enough experience and skill
tounderstand and manageits
particular risks.

Writing Western
Whitewater wasamassive
seven-year undertaking, one
that would have been impos-
sible without the generous
helpand adviceof literally
hundreds of river runners.

Now that the project is fin- up the good work and thank
ished, we're indebted to read- | YOU-

erslikeMr. Morrisfor taking )

thetimeto help usimprove Sincerely,

the book and keep it current. Joel Z. Bandstra

KAYAK GHILE

Long stretches of giant waves. Big, run-
nable waterfalls. Turquoise-clear water.
Volcanoes. Dense forests. Deep canyons.

Run the Bio-Bio while the dam remains
unfinished. Then go on to the Fuy, Gol-Gol,
Manso, and Futaleufu rivers, in Chile and
Argentina. Call, fax, or write for a free
KAYAK CHILE KIT. Or send $15 ($12 plus
$3 postage) for the video, KAYAK CHILE,
n full color with narration and music.

Sport I nternational
The best international class /V-V kayak trip.
1602 Alder Street
Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 3W8, Canada.
(403) 633-2742. Fax: (403) 633-6184.
Toll-free phone: (800) 779-1784.
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Servingthe
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of the famousGlider,
Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond.

Q@r SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Q@r SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and
flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalogand dealer near est you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 61913362444

A R BENIHMARNE MO8 THE SLER0UT BIWLE HURNER, F o8
EITEFIE AND TIGETER AFVERL CORME SO0MN Tel MoUN
FAEE T8 — M UFDATID RO BLACH FOM & LARGTE FABSLIE

NEW '93 CANOE

Descenden

TheRapid Solution toyour
shortboat dilemma Shorter,
Lighter & Quicker

CLSTOM OUTHTTED

READY-TO-PLAY
SatisfactionGuaranteed!
Call today or Try aTest Driveat our

Nantahad aOutpost

404-325-5330 Atianta weekdays
_ 704-488-2386 Nantahala Rver

5,

ESE2E DEESasN Drive, NE, Atlanta, GA 30341

ACEORAT 108 1 Tl
SEAQUE BODEC AND TuRl
FADCHERA™S Do AR
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Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Ric Alssch
14262 West Warren Place
Lakewood, CO 80228

BIll Baker
2953 Birch Street
Denver, CO 80207

Pope Barrow
136 13th Street SE
Washington,DC 20003

Lee Belknap
1308 Maryland Avenue
Glen Ellen, VA 23060

Risa Shimoda Callaway
P.0. Box 375
Denver, NC 28037

Tom Christopher
931 Union Street Rear
Leominster, MA 01453

Bob Gedekoh
Box 228, RD 4
Elizabeth, PA 15037

Susan Gentry
52 Albemarte Place 116
Asheville, NC 28801

Bob Glanvllle
66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

Joe Greiner
404 Stacy Street
Raleigh, NC 27607

Blll Hildreth
78 Beechwood Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

Lars Holbek
Box 63
Coloma, CA 95613

Diana Holloran

Route 1, Box 90
Fairview Mountain Road
Reliance, TN 37369

Joe Pulliam
P.0. Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748

Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015

Pete Skinner

DIRECTORS . Sy

Mac Thomton
228-1/2 12th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Barry Tuscano
RD 1, Box 32
Bolivar, PA 15923

Charlie Walbrldge
230 Penllyn Pike
Penllyn, PA 19422

AWA OFFICERS

President Risa Shimoch Callaway
Seaetary: Charle Walidge

Treasurer: Jm Soatt
AWA STAFF

Phyliis B. Horowitz, Executive Director

PO. Box &

Phoericia, NY 12464
(914) 6835560

Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
| COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohiquist, Rapidstyie,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NEW ml--l' GALL E‘lr GDH‘GEE

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS. INC

On U.S.'Route 60, 7 Mile

Richard Hafiman, Access Program Director
Box 272, Snyder Road ’ ; Eastof U.S. 19Intersect|0n
West Sand Lake, NY 12196 8630 Fenton Street, Suite 910, "
Siver Spring, MD 20910
Ron Stewart Prore (301) 5899453 Fax (301) 5896121
P.O. Box 1337 . - =
Chattanooga, TN 37401 1 BD D 5 Eu 2 5'E' 5
Presents

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of specialinteresttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP ARIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Whitewater Dancer

Thisvideo hasitall' Underwater
rolls. the 89 Worlds. Rodeos.
Hotwave andhole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon ‘80

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022. 203/693-8750 1

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

: : |
The opinions expr% sed in
thefeaturesand edit

= of American Whi
- those of the indivi
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The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our mission is to conserve
and restore America's
whitewater resorces and to
enhance opportunities to
enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA) isanational organizationwitha
membership consisting of thousands of
individual whitewater boating enthusi-
asts and morethan 100local paddling
club affiliates.

CONSERVATION:AWA maintainsa
conplete national inventory of
whitewater river, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishes informativeon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetolocal groups, works with
government agenciesand other river us-
ers and-—when necessary—takeslegal
action to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public
access to whitewater rivers pursuant to
the guidelinewspublishedinitsofficial
AccessPolicy, AWA arrangesfor river
access through privatelands by
negotaition or purchase, seeksto protect
theright of public passageonall rivers
and streams navigable by kayak or ca-
noe, resists unjustifiedrestrictions on
government managed whitewater rivers
and workswith governmentagencies
and other river usersto achievethese
goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication
of the bi-monthly magazine, American
Whitewater,and by other means, the
AWA providesinformationandeducation
about whitewater rivers, boating safety,

technique and equipment.

SAFETY : AWA promotes padd;ling
safety, publishes reports onwhitewater
accidents, maintainsa uniform national
ranking system for whitewater rivers
(theInternationsl Scaleof Whitewater
Diffulty and publishesand disseminates
theinternationally recognized AWA
Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA orgnizes sporting
events, contests ad festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Tennes-
see, the Gauley River Festival in West
Virginia(the largest gathering of
whitewater boatersin the nation), the
Arkansas River Festival in Colorado, the
Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis
souri hon-profit corporation lawsin 1961
and maintainsits principal mailingad-
dressat PO. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY
12464, (914) 688-56569. AWA istax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) () of thelIn-
ternal RevenueCode.

GIVE THE GIFT OF WRITEWATER T#

Let $20find a holein your pocket

TheAWA isfightingtosaveour whitewater resources. You can help. Y our $20
membershipfeeisfunneled directlyinto our effectiveriver conservationactions. Plus-
every member recei vesa bi-monthly subscri ptionto American Whitewater... thebest
semi-professional whitewater magazinein theworld!

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Name

Yes | want tojointhe AWA and receiveasubscriptionto American
Whitewater. |'ve enclosed my taxdeductible contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30
overseas) to hel p conserve our whitewater resources and promoteriver safety.

Address

I would liketo makean additional contributionto AWA’s Whitewater Defense _

Projectasindicated below.

AWA membershipdues

WDP contribution ...............
Total amouNt......coovvervcenericnerennnne

Yes | would bei nt erest ed in being an AWA volunteer.

American Whitewater v November/December 1994
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How equipped IS your kayak?

Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving Bow buovancy is a function of both volume
deeply at the-bottom of steepdrops. Enables and shape. Bagger designers pay a lot of
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A
you time to adjust for the next crucial move. cruising boat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs

less. Extensive computer modeling and on-
the-water testing help us determine the
optimum amount of bow buoyancy for each
of our models. Want to know more? Our
catalog is free, our new video is $5.

Helps you ride over the top of that big hole.

P. OBox 1500
Harriman, TN 37748
615-882-0404
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by Ed E. Lyne

An eight-laneinterstate
highway (known as the
"beltway"") encircles the
nation's capitol like a
monstrous snake. It
separates the noxious
inferno of politics from the
rest of the nation, which looks on in dismay as the
wheels of government ponderously grind away.
Traffic rotates endlessly around the beltway,slowing
gradually until finally, gridlock takes over.

Inside the beltway there is a cacophonous Tower
of Babel inhabited by politicians, bureaucrats, T.V.
news casters, lobbyists, lawyers, thieves, muggers,
government contractors, drug addicts, spies and
counter spies. At the center, crippled and
paralyzed, sits the U.S. Congress.

Undeterred by this horrific scene, alert reporters
deep inside the beltway carefully peer through the
pandemonium to report on anything and everything
affecting whitewater rivers.

dmmem mmemmmma.,
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CONSERVE..

during the late summer and fall of 1994, as Congressional
placthons slid closer and closer, politicians buside the Beliway
began to focus clearly on only onething: saving their hides.

Voterswere in an surly mood, and nho one seemed to know
why. Democrats, thinking that the el ectorate wanted an end to
gridlock, drafted hundredsof bills on every subject from min-
ing law reform to health care. Republicansdecided to make
President Clinton and hi s allieslook ineffective by stagingthe
mother of all traffic jams.

TheU.S. Congresshas a natural tendency toward inaction.
When one party or the other decides that inaction may some-
how helpthem at the polls, almost nothing can be doneto
jump start the process.

Inertiais especially conspicuousin the Senate. The House
of Representatives, because of itssheer size, operates under
rigid parliamentary rules designed to favor majority rule. The
Senate, on the other hand, has no rules worthy of the name. It
operates entirely on good faith and comity. In other words,
you slap my back and I'll slap yours. Thisonly works, how-
ever, when everyoneisin afriendly mood. Senators were not
inafriendly mood in September and October of 1994.

When asingleSenator decidesto gum up the works, the
whole Congressislike a hung jury. Senate customsallow ev-
ery Senator to placea"hold" on every bill before the Senate.
Having a Senator put a hold on your bill islike havingsomeone
shoot out atire onyour car in heavy traffic. It's hard to get go-
ing again. The wholething can quickly metastasize. One Sena-
tor putsa hold on another Senator's bill. The second Senator
takes revenge by putting a hold on every bill the first Senator
wants. Usually two or three Senatorsareinvolved in each hold
and counter hold. Start with one hold and pretty soon every
bill in the Senate has multipleflat tires. Gridlock.

In 1994, President Clinton had a massive agenda, most of
which was extremely distasteful to onelarge group of special
interests or another. Clinton wanted national health care. The
insurance industry hated this. He wanted |obby and campaign
reform. Thelobbyists hated this. He wanted mininglaw re-
form. Theminingindustry hated this. He wanted Clean Water
Act changes. Palluting industries hated this. He wanted com-
municationslaw reformto bring in the information superhigh-
way. Local telephone companies hated this. Thelist vas end-
less.

Th s massiveagendawas creeping through heavy trafficin
Congresswhen Senate Republicansrealized that they could
wipe everythingout in one huge end-of-the- session holocaust.
No more random flat tires hereand there. Every bill would die.

TheSenatefiring squad (Dole, Packwood and Gramm) be-
gantoshoot at every piece of legislationin sight. One by one
they tossed the slaughtered corpsesin a massgraveand cel-
ebrated with a publicfuneral in front of the capitol, dubbed a
"Contract with America."

Clinton's health care bill wasthefirst to die. Other big
billswere gunned down before the health care funeral was
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over. Mining law reform was

assassinated and pushed into

the grave, topplingon the
warm

Early on thekillingbeganto
get out of control. It becamea
random, drive-by, kind of thing. -
I nnocent, non partisan, bills
got in the way and fell prey to

theindiscriminatemassacre. #

corpse of the health care hill.
Alaw to providesafedrink-
ing water in small communi-
tiesaffected by waterborn
parasites was gunned down
and shoveledin next. Hun-
dredsof other Clinton-
sponsored hillsfollowed
. suit. Among thevic-
timswere various
X river conservation
s hills. They were
stalled in traffic
when the blood-
\  bathstarted
Thebill to
expand the New
River National
River and the
Ganley River Ma-
H tional recreation
Areain West Vir-
ginia died this
way. Sodid abill to
designate |daho's
Lower Mi n Salmon
asWidand Scenic,
and, the bill to protect

—
-
.
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the North Fork of the Payette
from hydropower. There was
no particular partisan opposi-
tion and no rhymeor reason
for the killing. Theseriver
billswerejust hanging
around on hefront porch
when the shooting started.

Thingswereso ugly that
some billsnever even madeit
tothekillingfields. They
stalled inthe garage.

The property rights |obby
(the so called "wise use”
movement) was urging onthe
firingsquad. Accordingto
thisgroup, every bill in Con-
gressthat does not spend
money isa “taking” of private
property. Thisincludes bills
to clean up drinking water
and billsto get rid of toxic
waste. Thislobby went after
bills protecting scenic areas
with aspecial vengeance. The
Californiadesert legislation
wasa primetarget, aswasa
bill to designate alarge num-
ber of national heritage areas.

One consequence of the
property rights assault wasto
bottle up any bill which could
givethem another target.

Theriver registry bill,
supported by almost every
river conservation group in
the country, had provisions
similar to the heritage hill. Its
sponsors were reluctant to
makearun for it, given the
hostile attacks of the prop
erty rightslobby of similar
legislation. Theriver registry
bill never even madeit out of
committee.

After watching other
Californiaconservation legis-
lation (he Desert bill) take
heavy fire, Californiariver
conservationists were unwill-
ing to send the bill to protect
the Clavey River towhat
seemed like certain death. It
also stayed in the garage.

Afew bad billsgot shot
down along with the river
conservation legislation.

Abill to reform National
Park Service concessions
policy was knocked out near
theend of thesession. Thi s
bill would have subjected
park concessionaires to com-
petitive biddingand reduced
thelevel of the concessions
rip off in national parks. Thi s
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was generallyagoodidea,
but river outfitters had
suceeded in exemptingthem-
selvesfrom the competitive
proceduresin the bill, pro-
tecting their permanent mo-
nopoliesindefnitely. (This bill
also completelyignored the
inequitiesin the private/
commerial split allocation
sysem on western riverslike
the Colorado, which favor
commercial over non com-
mercial use.) Concessionsre-
form got aught in the cross
fireand was gunned down
with everythingelse.

Latein thesession, Alas-
kan and Hawaiian hydro-
power interests persuaded
the Senate to pass a bill ex-
empting most new damsin
thosetwo statesfrom the
Federal Power Act. While not
the most pro-environmental
law on the books, that act
doesat least require hydro
dam developersto giveequa
consideration tofish and rec-
reation. Thisugly bill in-
cluded about 20"riders”
(amendments) that would ex-
tend project construction
deadlinesfor hydro develop
ersin other states. This
would alow dam buildersto
continue speculating on a
possible energy pricerise
that might maketheir
projectsviable. Fortunately,
the Alaska-Hawaiihydro bill
also got wasted in the end-of-
the-session drive by shooting
Spree.

With such a massacre
taking placeinsidethe
beltway, the only river con-
servation happeningin 1994
was happeningoutside.

The Klamath River was
the big river conservation
story outside the beltway. It
took the ultimate escape
route-adetour around the
Congressiona killingfields.
Using alittle-knownprovi-
sion of thewild and scenic
riverslaw, Oregon Governor
Raoberts submitted a request
to Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbit to designatethe Kla-
math wild and scenic and ban
forever the Salt Caves Dam.
With one stroke of the pen,
and no bill in Congress, it was
done. Presto!

Ariver saved !



MAINTAINING UTAH’S IMAGE

by Marcus Witing

Utah has no designated
Wild and Scenic riversand
Governor Michael E. Leavitt
wouldlike to retain that dubi-
ousreputation. Onehundred
yearsago, agroup of Mor-
monsfled persecution and
settled that Salt Lake Valey.
Sincethat time, Utah has
struggledfiercely todefendits
independence from the Fed-
eral Government.

Thestate's current | eader,
Governor L eavitt, has become
increasinglyfrustrated and
verbal over federal mandates
on grazing reforms, air pollu-
tion, and theideaof Wild and
Scenic rivers. Ted Stewart,
Executive Director of Utah's
Natural Resourcesrecently
stated: "Thequestionsof des-
ignatingWid and Scenic riv-
ersisahighly controversia
issue. It goestotheheart of a
stateand federal debate. The
Governor has stated an oppo-
sition to plansthat will lead to
designation of Wild and Sce-
nic rivers."

On April 6,1994, Clair
Jensen, a 30-year veteran of
the Division of Wildlife Re-
sources wrotea letter to the
United States Forest Service
supporting the study of pos-
sible Wid and Scenic designa-
tionfor 20small streamsin
Southwestern Utah. Jensen
was quickly reprimanded and
demoted; largely at the re-
quest of Utah's Southern Con-
gressional delegation, the so-
called "Cowboy Caucus."

Three Federal agencies:
the Forest Service, Nationa
Park Service, and Bureau of
Land Management (BLM), are
MANDATED by the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, to
consider potential additions
(rivers) duringtheir planning
efforts. Inshort, itisthejob
of these agency employeesto
identify, evaluate, and manage
potential Widand Scenic riv-
ers. Indoing this, Clair Jensen
wasdemoted.

So, what can a governor do
whoisin opposition to a Con-
gressiona Act? Inthiscase,

Leavitt'sofficeorganized a
coalition of state and federal
agencies called Southern
Utah Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (SUPAC). The Gover-
nor flew to Washingtonto
have Utah's Congressiona
delegation co-signaletter to
the Utah officeof the BLM re-
questing SUPAC to " coordi-
nate the review processfor
river and stream reachesin
the (Southwest) region."
The"Cowboy Caucus'
could not be happier. Within
thethinly-velledintent of
SUPAC, their Water Conser-
vancy Districts can now es-
sentially "veto” any and all
Wid and Scenic recommen-
dations made by the federal
agencies. And"veto" they
willl' These Southern Utah
counties consume water at
twicethe national average

" and have made dam propos-

alsbetween national parks
and on top of endangered
species habitat. They will
fight tooth and nail to " pro-
tect their God-givenright to
build dams."

The Southern Utah Wilder-
nessAlliance, the only envi-
ronmental protection group
invitedtojoin SUPAC saw
through the smoke and mir-
rorsand declined participa-
tion. Instead of sitting down
with SUPAC and listening to
righteous demandsfor water,
they feel thefederal represen-
tatives should question over
consumption and tell the
Southern Utah counties con-
servation and economic
analysisare essential.

At thispoint, thefate of
Southern Utah'sriversand
creeksappears bleak. Too

many citizensand Congres-
sional delegatesin Southern
Utah seem to think more wer
ter can be created by ingtal-
ing morefaucets.

Despite how Governor
Leavitt and the Cowboy Cau-
cus attempt to manipulatethe
process, Utah has other rivers
that will likely be designated
asWild and Scenic. The
BLM has determined these
sections of thefollowing riv-
ersto bedigiblefor United
States Congressional designa-
tion: Deep Creek, North Fork
of theVirgin, Virgin River
Gorge, Labrynth and
Stillwater sections of the
Green, San Rafad to Tidwell
Bottoms, and Colorado River
from San Juan County lineto
the north boundary of
CanyonlandsNational Park.
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N.Y. Court RecognizesRight to
Portage on Navigable Rivers

by Bob Glanwville

On August 18,1994, a New
York intermediate appellate
court held that the South
Branch of the Moose Riveris
a navigable waterway and
that a private club may not
bar boatersfrom that portion
of theriver running through
itsprivateland. Theland-
owner has brought thisaction
asa'test case" and sought
compensatory and punitive
damagesfor trespassfrom
the boatersand their affili-
ated club (the SierraClub).
The New Y ork Attorney Gen-
eral and the Adirondack
Mountain Clubintervened on
behalf of the boaters. The
landowner isthe Adirondack
League Club, Inc. The court
cited in support of itsfinding
of navigabilitythefact that
theriver was used for log
drivesover a period of some
fifty years, and also had been
periodically navigated by rec-
reational canoeists. Criti-
caly, the court found that
navigability isnot destroyed
because of occasiona natural
obstructions or portages such
asshallow water, rocks, or
rapids. Having found the river
navigable, the court observed
that, " pursuant to the public
trust doctrine, the public
right of navigation. . . super-
sedes. . . [thelandowner's]
private rightsin theland."
The court rejected the
landowner's contention that
"the public right of navigation
islimitedto ridingin boats
and doesnot includethe right
to get out of a canoe and
walk inthe bed of theriver to
guidethe canoe through shal-
low water, avoid rocks or
portage around rapids." In-
stead, the court recognized
that, "the public's right to
navigateincludes theright to
usethe bed of theriver or
stream to detour around
natural obstructionsand to
portage if necessary." Be-
causethe boaters' activities
werelimited to "the bed of
the river below the mean high
water mark™ and all were"in-

cidental to and necessary for
navigationof theriver," the
court did not consider
whether theright to portage
extends above the high water
mark or beyondthe river bed.
Whileall five members of the
court recognizedthe public
trust doctrine and agreed on
the criteriafor determining
navigability, two judges be-
lieved that there should bea
trial on theissue of whether
theriveris, infact, navigable.
Under the circumstances, itis
possiblethat the landowners
will appeal to the State's high-
est court, the Court of Ap-
peals. They havethirty days
to decide.

Whilethisisasignificant
decision, it isimportant to
understand what it doesand
doesnot do:

1. It does not hold that
boaters may cross private
landsto gain access to navi-
gablewaterways.

2. It does hold that boat-
erslawfully on anavigable
waterway may get out of
their boats to pass obstruc-
tionsor shallows, at least if
they can do so without going
beyond the mean high water
mark.

3. It does not authorize
boatersto get out of their
boatsfor reasons not inciden-
ta to and necessary for navi-
gation of theriver. Thus, it
does not address whether, for
example, a boater could
camp or even picnic onthe
river bed below the highwa-
ter mark.

4. Findly, it does not ad-
dress whether a boater could
portage abovethe high water
mark if that isthe only practi-
cal way to passthe obstruc-
tion.

There will no doubt be ad-
ditional caseswhere these
and other issuesare ad-
dressed by thecourts. Itis
clear, however, that if boaters
abuse their publicright of
navigation,landowners will
seek to havelegislation
adopted that will overturn
such decision.

Deerfield signing 1875/94; Tom christopher = AWA Board and Rick
hudson - New England flow

HYDRO UPDATE

by R ch Bowers

Rather than the usual hydro update, outlining yet another
river doomed by dams and diversions, or another technical law
or procedure, this month's report provides a more up-beat dis-
cussion!

While AWA remains embroiled with numerous damsim:
pacting whitewater rivers, and continuesitshard line with sev-
eral power companiesto assure whitewater recreation and
public access, many of the relicensingissues begunin early
1992 are now appreciating a new stratagem, that of negotiation
and agreement.

Thisnew approachiscongenial, and the rewards are much
moresatisfying.

Based upon AWA'’s previous work with private utilities,fed-
eral and state agencies, and other river interests (especially
the Hydropower Reform Coalition, more than a dozen na
tional, regional and local river organizations), the last few
monthshave resulted in negotiations which benefit the entire
rangedf river and river user needs, both now and for future
generations:

-The National Hydropower Association (dam owners) and
the national members of the Hydropower Reform Coalition
(including AWA) areinvolved in ongoing discussionstoim-
provethe FERC process. FERC eagerly anticipates recom-
mendationsfrom thisdialogue, and the best hopefor future re-
form now liesin these NHA discussions.

-Earlier thisyear an agreement set aside approximately $30
million (over 30 years) from the Consumers Power utility for
environmental preservation. Thiswasin exchangefor the con-
tinued use of 11 facilities along Michigan's Manistee,
Muskegon and Au Sablerivers. Included in thisagreement
were fundsfor fish passage and habitat restoration, land man-
agement, approximately $750,000for the removal of Stronach
Dam on the Pine River, and fundsfor the eventual retirement
of each project.

-Another settlement addressed fish passage, and provisions
for restoring anadromousfish populations on the Saco River in
eastern Maineand New Hampshire. Thesettlement affects
seven projects on the main stem of theriver, only two of
which (Skelton and Bonny Eagle) were up for relicensingin
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1993. Whilenot aparty to thisnego-
tiation, AWA isinvolved with Central
Maine Power regarding whitewater
recreation at the Bonny Eagle project.

-On October 5,1994, a major agree-
ment was reached between New En-
gland Power, 11 environmental and
recreation organizations (including
AWA, ACA and New England HLOW),
and federal and state agencies. This
agreement provides for whitewater
rel eases on two separate sections of
the Deerfield, guarantees public ac-
cessfor recreation and protects some
18,350 acres of riverside lands. These
resource protection measures are val-
ued at $25t0 30 million over the 40 year
term of thefederal license. (See separate
articleelsewhereinthii journal)

-Inthe soon-to-be signed Watertown
agreement on New York's Black River,
AWA, New York Rivers United and oth-
ersareworking with industry and
agency representatives, and FERC staff,
to reach an understanding which pro-
vides whitewater flowsand accessto ap-
proximately 900 feet of primo surfing
waves abovethestandard run. These
waves providetraining, potential racing,
and an additional uncrowded resource
for boaters.

Onemagjorissuein the Watertown
proceeding was public accessto the
river.

Last year, this section was posted of f
limitsand blocked by barb-wirefences.

From these negotiations, thesigns
and fences are gone, replaced with the
City of Watertown"WaterworksPark."
The park guarantees public accesstothe
river, and provides adequate parking and
put-ins.

AWA looksforward to additional
agreementsinthefuture. Georgia
Power and AWA are only weeks away
from signing an agreement on five week-
end releases on the Tallulah Gorge.

And, beginningin late October, AWA and
otherswill begin negotiations with Cen-
tral Maine Power over the relicensing of
some 14 projects on the KennebecRiver.

Whilethe AWA isdedicated toim-
provingour rivers by any means neces-
sary, we believe that agreements arethe
best recoursefor quick results. Besides
fightingfor rivers, wewould likethe
timeto paddlethem aso. Findly, agree-
ments allow for river improvementsthat
would be next to impossiblewithout the
cooperation shown in each of the above
examples. Inthe Consumers, Deerfield,
and Watertown agreements, river propo-
nentswere able toincludesupport for
river trust funds (for future environmen-
tal, educational, and recreational needs),
andfor fundsto be put asidefor the

Deerfield signing 10/5/94, Ken Kimball -
AMC and Don Shields - Trout Unlimited

eventual decommissioningor removal of
these dams.

RIVER UPDATES
Kern River (CA)

Unfortunately, not dl hydropower ap-
plicants are as enlightened asthose
listed above (yet!). In May, FERC re-
quired Southern California Ediion (SCE)
to complete a whitewater study on the
Kern. Thisstudy wasto determine
minimum and optimal boating flowson
six separate sectionsand over 16 miles
of river, and, thequdity of boatingfor
each section. In addition, FERC re-
quired SCE to conduct the study, and
completethefinal report, in cooperation
with AWA and local outfittersonthe
Kern.

In July SCE submitted their findings
on thisstudy, and they weretotally out-
rageous! SCE concluded that recreation
isimpeded by safety and/or accessis
sues unrelated to the need for more wa
ter onthisriver. They found almost
none of the sectionsto be worthwhile
for boating, eventhoughit isextremely
popular when levelsare high enough to
offset flow diverted for hydropower.

Boaters and boating organi zations
were not involved in planning the study
or thesurvey, setting evaluation criteria,
orin preparing thefinal report to the
COoMMission.

What was|earned from thisstudy is
that whitewater recreation isenhanced
onthe Kern at all flowsabove 200to 250
cfs, and that private boaters can (and
do) scrapedown at even less. Raftingis
possible between 550 and 700 cfs, and
flowsreach optimal (boaters under-
standing of optimal) for recreation on
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the upper half at 1050 cfs, andinthe
lower half at 1400 cfs.

Under better conditions, the Kern
could become one of the most popu-
lar boating riversin the country.
Thisrelicensing process can provide
these better conditions. AWA has
commented on exactly how "bogus"
thisstudy was, and will be pressing
FERC to conduct afull environmen-
tal impact statement addressing the
full potential of recreation onthis
river.

Kern River No. 1, which deter-
mines rel eases on the Lower Kern
below Lake Isabella, will be
relicensed in April of 1996. AWA, com-
mercial outfitters, and CA Dept. of Boat-
ing and Waterwayshave already inter-
vened in thisproject.

Issues will includeincreased flows
for recreation, and improved accessto
and fromtheriver.

White Salmon (WA)

Therelicensing of Condit damonthe
White Salmon, afantastic river rightin
the backyard of the hot Portland (OR)
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boating scene, and within easy reach of
boatersfrom Washington State, i s heat-
ing up!

Conditistheonly dam on the White
Salmon, provides no fish passage, and
has blocked over 40 miles of natural
fishery habitat for thelast 80years.

Besides being recognized by fishing
and boating interests, the White Salmon
isalso a National Wild & Scenic River
(abovethe dam), and a part of the Co-
lumbiaRiver Gorge National Scenic
Area

AWA haslong sought removal of this
dam becauseit would restore an entire
river watershed from its headwatersto
itsconfluence; improve salmon and
steelhead r uns and habitat; open up ad-
ditional sections of thisriver for perma-
nent protection, and, perhaps most im-
portant for our goa's; providesignificant
whitewater miles currently inundated
below theimpoundment, or locked
away below the dam.

The FERC s preparing an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) on
whether, or under what conditions, this
project should berelicensed for the fu-
ture, including the unprecedented op-
tion of dam removal. OncethisEISis
issued there will be one or two public
meetings(hopefully in Portland) and
only 45 daysfor written comments.

AWA urges boaterstofollow this is-
sue closely and have whitewater inter-
estsrepresented in any final decision.
Tofind out deadlines, or get progress
reports, call AWA Regiona Representa-
tive Brook Martic at (206) 633-1661 or

Rich Bowersat (301) 589-9453.

Nechako River, BC

The Kemano Completionproject isa
multi-stagehydroel ectric devel opment
located on the Nechako Riverin North
Central British Columbia, thethird larg-
est tributary to the Fraser River.

Phase one of thisproject beganin
1952, and followed afamiliar and reoc-
curring pattern for other mega-projects
(James Bay and the Bio-Bioare afew)
— it evictedits nativeinhabitants and
flooded some 800 square milesof land.
Inthi s case, the applicant (Alcan Alumi-
num) evicted the Chedlatta Indian band.

Phase two of the diversion of the
Nechakowas announced in 1979, and is
just now gearing up for construction.
The Kemano Compl etion Project would
reduce river flows by another 56%, and
could eliminate20% of the entire Fraser
River sockeyerun. The Outdoor Recre-
ation Council of BC callsthe Nechako
BC’s most endangered river.

For more information, contact
Candace Batycki, BC Biodiversity Cam-
paign at (604) 34-1141.

Nolichucky River, N.C.

The Forest Servicerecently com-
pleted an Environmental |mpact State-
ment (EIS) which recommendsa 7.2
mile segment (starting in Poplar, N.C)
of the Nolichucky River for inclusionin
the National Wild and Scenic River Sys-

tem. Thi s EISwas passed by the Secre-
tary of Agriculture, putting the ball now
in Congress court....

Thefate of the permanent protection
of the Nolichucky liesin the hopethat
Congresswill passa bill that designates
thi s stretch as Wild and Scenic. Whether
or not alocal Congressmanwill sponsor
such a bill depends upon the support of
thelocal community. Asexplained be-
low, thiscould be a problem.

It seemsthat many of thelocalsare
suspiciousof increased government in-
volvement, despite thefact that almost
al of theland in owned by the Forest
Serviceand i smanaged likea Wild and
Scenic River (complete with 114 mile
buffer zone on either side). Another
point of contention centers around the
CX Railroadthat flankstheriver. De-
spite being an exclusiveright of way (i.e.
private property), many peopleaccess
theriver viathetracksfor fishing, swim-
ming and hiking. If theriver becomes
Wild and Scenic, will the railroad be-
come morevigilantin enforcingitspri-
vate property rights?

Another hitch for the Noli becoming
W & Sisthe ambiguousenvironmental
records of thetwo Congressmen (Cass
Balinger and Charles Taylor), whosere-
spectivedistrictsare bounded by the
river.

For a copy of the Forest ServiceElS,
contact:

MeindaMcWilliams, U.S Forest Ser-
vice— North CarolinaPO. Box 2750
Asheville, N.C. 28802 (704) 257-4200

Foret Sarvice finds Uppa

Wi te SAmon

suitable for National W d and Scenic

The U.S Forest Service has pro-
posed to protect the Upper White
Salmon River (WA) from Trout Lake
Creek to Gilmer Creek, under the Na
tional Wild and Scenic RiversAct. Thi s
designation would complement the ear-
lier designation of the Lower White
Salmon, and would offer protection for a
Iar%e part of the watershed.

thisupper section is signed into
law, then the only part of thisriver not
protected would be project lands of the
Condit hydroelectric dam. Asmen-
tioned earlier in thisjournal, studies are
now uaderway to research the benefits
of removing thisdam, which would then
be eligablefor similiar protective mea-
sures.

Al sections of thisriver offer out-
standing whitewater recreation.

Whilenot asheavily used asthe

lower stretch (15,000 peoplelyear pay
$50-$60 nearly for a half-day rafting trip
down the Lower White Salmon), the up-
per offersoutstanding whitewater runs
and a wilderness experience. The For-
est Service notesthat theriverisvalued
partly because of low uselevelsand the
primitivecharacter of the gorge, which
make possible a more remote, un-
crowded experience. The Forest Ser-
viceestimatesthat thisareaattractsan
estimated 30,000 recreation visits annu-
ally.
In addition toitsmerit asan out-
standing recreational resource, the Up-
per WhiteSalmon will providean op-
portunity to restore endangered salmon
runsof the Columbia basin. The upper
reaches of thisriver will offer over 40
miles of traditional Spawning and rear-
ing habitat for salmon and steelhead

enee fish passage facilities at Condit
dam are constructed, or if thedamisre-
moved. Becausefederal legislationhas
aready protected thelower reaches of
the White Salmon, Wild and Scenic des-
ignation of the upper stretches would
makeit the only Washingtonriver to be
protected from the headwaters to the
moulth.

An additional virtue of the proposal
to protect the Upper White Salmonis
that federal protection will be extremely
cost effective: therewould be only lim-
ited federal acquisition; there would be
little need for additional federal regula-
tion of land use within the protected
area; and the water quality and land val-
ues within thewatershed would be en-
hanced by the entire river being admin-
istered by the US Forest Service.
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Of years, fiver conservation
groups have lamented that we
have only one tool for fixing river
problems, the Federal Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act. And as the
proverb goes, “If you only have a
hammer, soon all your problems

look like nalils."

Some jabs, like major enginerepair
and river restoration, just can't cut it
with ahammer. So, over theyearsriver
interests have gone shopping for help —
hopefullyfor something more appropri-
ate, and with a speed drive!

A May 31st Supreme Court rulingin
PUD No. 1 of Jefferson County v. Wash-
ington Department of Ecology (DOE)
providessuch atool by expandingthe
scope of state authority to protect rivers
under Section 401 of the Clean Water
Act (CWA).

In thiscase, thecity of Tacoma(also
involved on the Nisqually and
Skokomish rivers - seelast issue) and a
public utility proposed a hydro dam on
the Dosewallipsriver within the Olympic
National Forest, and just outside Olym-
pic National Park.

To protect salmon and steel head
runs, and to keep thewater intheriver,
the state DOE limited the quantity of wa
ter diverted asa condition of 401 certifi-
cation for theproject. For the un-initi-

Supreme Court Rules to Protect Rivers

ated, 401 certification isthe state's only
way of objectingtoadam. Thi s hashis-
torically beenliited tochemical pollut-
antsinto theriver,andisregularlyig-
nored by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission— FERC (the agency in
charge of giving out dam licensesto pri-
vate companies).

However, in this case, the Supreme
Court voted that states may use Section
401to mandate release of stream flows
by damslicensed by FERC. The Court
also held that devel opers must comply
with state designated use of navigable
waters. " Such standards shall be such as
to protect the public health or welfare,
enhance the quality of water and...shall
be established taking into consideration
their use and valuefor public water sup-
plies, propagation of fish and wildlife,
recreational [and other purposes.]” In
this case, the court offered an even
broader description, includingaesthetic
values.

Thecourt also held that re-introduc-
ing water around a bypassed river sec-
tion constitutes a discharge, and that
oncethisoccurs, the state can then regu-
late any aspect of the project affecting
water quality.

OK, so states can now protect rivers

if they designate each for specific use.

Isthat a big deal? Well, severa states,
including New Y ork, Vermont and Cdli-
fornia, aremovingto dojust that, and
they need to hear from river usersabout
whichriversareimportant. Perhaps
more importantly, FERC thinksitsa big
deal. As stated by FERC Chairwoman
Moler during her July reconfiition
hearing, "(This decision) fundamentally
altered FERC's role* in hydro.

For you home-grown river conserva-
tionists, here's the speed drive — since
401 appliesto any federal license/permit
which may affect water quality, thisde-
cision may offer state river protectionin
404 permits granted by the Corps of En-
gineers, and in construction, grazing,
mining and timber permits granted by
thefederal government.

As you might imagine, supporters of
extractive industriesare not overly
thrilled Infact, they are starting a cam-
paign to overturn thisdecision at theleg-
idativelevel. So, if wewant to usethis
tool, we need to call and assist our state
agenciesin listing our favorite creeks
and streams.

Otherwise, the big boyswill short cir-
cuit this decision, and we will be back to
using that hammer!
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AIRE uses

the Tatest technology and inovative design o bubld Tugh

performance craft that are durable, compact,

and self bailing.

PLRAA AIRE builds six

models of catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and

two sea kayaksin a variety of colors. AIRE leads the way

in the industry and so should you.

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOISE, ID 83703
(208)344-7506 FAX (800) 701-AIRE
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Access Updates

N. Fork Smith River
(CA.)

Accessto this13mileclass -V
stretch of river in northern California
should be permanently guaranteedin 3-6
months! Thissituation isa prime ex-
ample of the need to act proactively to
SEecure river access.

49 unimproved acres of land |ocated
within the Six Rivers National Forest be-
came availablefor salein 1992, This
land (called the Pentoney parcel)
straddles the Wild and Scenic N. Fork of
the Smith River —the centerpiecefor the
Smith River National Recreation Area—
and providesparking and legal public
access to theriver. Only oneroad leads
down tothissection of theriver.

Fortunately, the landowner was wvilk
ingtowork with the Forest Serviceto
acquirethisland. The catch wasmoney.
If the Forest Service couldn't come up
with thecoin, thelandowner would be
forcedtosdl. Already, several land de-
velopers had approached the landowner
with theintention of subdividing. This
scenario would not have boded well for
public access.

The Forest Service's efforts to ac-
quire money through the Dept. of Inte-
rior (Land and Water Conservation
Fund) were unsuccessful at first, and
AWA had started efforts to lobby DOI
and Congressman Hamburg's office (D-
CA) tosecurethisfunding. Thefate of
accesstothe N. Fork Smith hungin the
balance.

With no additional fundsforthcom-
ing, Forest Service staff from the Six
Rivers National Forest got together with
Klamath National Forest (CA) toar-
range aland swap. Thisdeal wassuc-
cessful and includes private wilderness
inholding in the Mount Shasta Wilder-
nessArea(CA) togotothe Forest Ser-
vicein exchange for second growth for-
est.

Currently, all parties havesigned the
agreement and lands officersfor the
Forest Serviceexpect everythingtofall
into placein 36 months. AWA would
liketo commend the respective Forest
Service outpostsfor working together to
produce a win-win situation.

Snith River Us
Survey

Aspart of the Forest Serviceplan to
assessthe recreational potential of the
Smith River National Recreation Area

(SRNRA), AWA isincluding thefollow-
ing questionsfor our membersto an-
Swer.

Thegoal of this survey--sponsored
by Rural Human Services, a non-profit
organization—isto determinethe type
and quantity of jobsthat recreation can
provideto the once timber-based
economy. Your responsesto the ques-
tionswill help to shapethe decision
making processthat is charged with de-
terminingthe types of activitiesto pro-
moteto encourage people tothe
SRNRA.

The SRNRA was dedicatedin 1991
and has since been makingthetransition
fromatimber-basedto arecreation-
based management.

1 What ki nds of information do you
liketo have (such asflow, classification
of theriver, or types of hazards) prior to
your trip?

2 What types of facilities would you
liketo haveavailableat the river that
would make your experience better?

3. What types of serviceswould make
your experience better? Would a com-
pany providing logistical support ser-
vices (not necessarily a guide service)
for multiday trips bring you to the
Smith?Would events such as races or
festivalsprovidean impetusto travel to
the Smith? Would you want the park
managersto removenatural or man-
made hazards?

4. How would you determinethe car-
rying capacity of ariver?

Send your responsesto:Rural Human
ServicesAttn. Scott Bowman 811G
Street Crescent City, CA. 95531

Section O, Chattooga

Anyonefamiliar with the watershed
of the ChattoogaRiver (N.C., SC.,, GA)
knowsabout a section of riverthatis
managed by the Forest Serviceto ex-
clude whitewater boaters. Loca boaters
refer to thestretch that liesimmediately
downstream from the bridge on Bull Pen
Road (called Steel Bridge) as Section 0.
Under the current Forest Service man-
agement plan, running thisstretch can
carry uptoa$50fine. Rumor hasit that
thisstretch contains gorgeousclass V-V
creekin’ that isa bit easier than Over-
flow, another mainstem trib to the
Chattooga.

Withinthe next year, the Forest Ser-
viceisgoing to reviseits management
planfor the Sumter National Forest.
AWA ishopingto work withinthis pro-
cessin order to legalizewhitewater boat-
ingfor thisstretch. Our efforts are pre-
mised on the belief that whitewater boat-
ing isvery compatible with the current

use of thisstretch. WhileSection0isa
very popular fishing destination, opti-
mum water levelsfor whitewater and
fishing do not coincide (boating isonly
feasible during high water).

Our efforts to revisethe management
plan will recognizethat boating this
stretch should be open during certain
windowsd timefor private whitewater
boaters (for example, during certain
monthsor high flows).

AWA will likely present thisoptionto
local Trout Unlimited Chapters and
boating clubsin the near future. Please
contact Rich Hoffman (301-589-9453) if
you have any suggestions.

Gore Canyon, Colorado
River (CO.)

Accessat the put-in for this classic
class V-V canyon remains touch and go.
In 1992, the traditional access point
(North Side) wasrestricted to boatersby
aranch withtremendousland holdings
and influencein the state of Colorado.
The problem was compounded by the
willingnessof the railroad to bust boat-

What's Up?-

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up" on Waterline!

Wiater levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "up"too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by
calling Waterlinewhile you're planning
your next river adventure.

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Calltoll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everythingyou need to call our
Waterlinegauge phone right now for
today's river levels.

I i L]

1-800-945-3376
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ACCESS

erswho crossed their tracks | who waskilled on the tracks

inthislocation. Despitethe
fact that boaters and fisher-
men have been crossing
thesetracksfor years (and
throughout rural Colorado),
therailroad claims concern
over liability. Thesecon-
cernsare not entirely un-
founded: Thefamily of a

deaf fishermen (ironicaly, a

former railroad employee)

—r=

sued the railroad.
Currently, boaters gain ac-

| cesstotheriver by permis-
| sion of the Eagle Pass Ranch

at the confluenceof the Blue
and ColoradoRivers. This
spot isabout one hour of
flatwater upstream of the
mouth of the Canyon and isat
theend of adirtroadin bad
condition.

AWA islooking into sev-
eral options. Ideally, we
would liketo gain access
closer to the mouth of the
canyon. Thiscould proveto

| betricky. Inthe meantime,

we are pushingfor the acqui-
sition of the current access
point (either through BLM or

AWA funds). Asalast resort,

boaters will beforced to put-

L infurther away at the High-

g .

i [ l.'n .Il
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| way 9 bridge upstream (an-

other 45 minutesof flatwater
paddling). Thisoptionwould
prevent boaters from using

Goreother than asaday trip.

Gauley River,

LAz

Thanksto al of the boat-
erswho wrotein about the
Park Service's Genera Man

“agement Plan. The current

status: AWA isinvestigating
several optionsfrom com-

' mercial outfittersthat areon

thetable. Many of these op-
tions would provide private

| boaters with an easement to

get shuttled out of the gorge.
AWA and West VirginiaRiv-
ersCodlition (WVRC) are
only consideringtemporary
solutions right now sincethe
management plan for the Na-
tional RecreationAreaisstill
being written.

Middle Fork

Salmon, ldaho

Earlier thisfall, AWA sub-
mitted commentson a draft
Environmental | mpact State-
ment (DEIS) written by the
Samon National Forest. Th s
DEISwas drafted after get-
ting pressurefrom local envi-
ronmental groupswho were
incensed by the Forest
Service's disregardfor three
private campswithinthe
Frank Church-River of No Re-
turn Wilderness. However,
the DEISservesto legitimize
many of theillegal activities
carried on by commercial
permittees.

AWA took this opportunity
to comment on the need for
the Forest Serviceto alow
kayakersto navigatesome of
thetributaries on the Middle
Fork without a permit on a
day trip basis. Big, Camas,
and Loon Creek offer some of
the best whitewater in 1daho
when thewater isup. These
tributariesoffer mile after
mile of class [I1I-V whitewater.
ANA believesthat kayakers
should not haveto waitfor a
permit to paddlethese
stretches becausethey are
suited for an entirely differ-
entrivertrip (oneday vs.
multi-day/camping).
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The Middle Fork of the Salmon

They werelooking for arugged wilderness chdlenge.
but discovered that sometimes being coddled isn't dl
that bed!!!

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMALETELY DIHFERENT

TRAVELING WITH QAT
"

by Bill Fleagle
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and cheddar cheese omelets,
holewheat pancakes, bacon,
d fresh fruit. Fresh camp-madetaco

salad ontortillas. Charcoal grilledpork tender-
loinsand salmon steaks with carrot cake, made
fromscratchin adutch oven. Al thisonthe
4th day of a hundred mile wildernessriver trip!

Themenuwas certainly nothing like
our usua heartburn-incitingfare. But then, this
entire expedition was a completely different
experiencefor us. Instead of our usual low ex-
pense boat camping approach, we paid the big
bucksand went withanou  tter. WWe spent six
dayson the Middle Fork of the Sdlmon with Canyons, Inc., owned by veteran
kayaker Les Bechdel. They did all of the work whilewe lived likekings on theriver.
It wasquitearelaxing vacation.

Eventhe shuttles were easy. Les, whoisthe coauthor of awell known river
safety manual, provided transportation to and from the remoteriver. All wehad to
dowasshow upin Boisewith paddling gear. He even provided the boats. We had
our choice of 10 different kayaksand 7 different canoes. Some of ussampled more
than one, by trading off during the week. Other customers had choicesof duckies,
paddle raftsand oar rafts. Somefly fishermenfished for cut-throat trout from rafts
without paddling all week.

The Middle Fork of the Salmon runsthrough the Frank Church River of No Re-
turn Wildernessin central Idaho. Thewater isclear and cold, fed mostly by snow
melt from high mountain ranges. We ran it in mid-summer followingthe heavy snow-
fall of 1993.1nlate July the water wasstill 50 degrees.

Our original intent wasto do our own trip. We read everything we could find on
theriver and talked to peoplewho had been there. We weretold that if we could get
apermit, finding local s with rafts and equipment would be easy. We sent in 15 appli-
cationsfor apermit and received none. (In 1993 the odds of gettinga permit were
approximately 1in 23) At that point 12 people dropped out. Three of usdecided to
cough up the money to go with an outfitter for a once-in-a-liietimeexperience.

v

Above left: Just part of dinner on an
ouffitted trip.

Below: No need to travel light with this
raft hauling gear.
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Bottom right: Black bean salad, ham,
and cheese omelettes for breakfast.

Bottom left: Relaxing in one of the
smaller hot springs.

Top: The author looks for more action
in the steep canyon near the end of
the trip.

Aswewent through the check list of gear, we had one major concern. The bro-
churesaid, "Approximately 2 sodas and 2 beers per person per day will be provided."
A phonecall to Idaho seemed in order tolet them know that we really don't drink
much soda.

When Lestold usthat, "First, I've never run out of beer on atrip yet; and second,
I'm going along on thistrip, so | guarantee we won't run out," we knew it wasgoing
tobeour kind of vacation.

What about the water? Someone described it to usas 100 milesof Lower
Yough." Well, fortunately it is nothing likethe L ower Y ough, a though that compari-
son accurately suggeststhe paddling skills required. Weare not talking hair boating!
The Middle Fork ismostly Class 2 and 3, witha4 thrown in on occasion for fun.

Thedropin elevationisvery continuous, soit wasthe 4th afternoon beforewe
had to paddleany flatwater. At the low-moderate(2.6) level weran, thisriveris
play, play, play. There are surf waveseverywhere; if you don't like one, takethe
next. Pop-ups and enders became easi er asthe volumeincreases, so each day it gets
better.

Had we received a permit in the | ottery, we would have been on the river much
earlier intheyear. No doubt some of the drops would have been much more diffi-
cult. But wereally enjoyed the lower level, with constant rapids, but no concern
about the"big one” around the corner. We saw peopl e with absolutely no experience
climbinto aducky and haveaball.

The scenery wasincredible. Being Eastern boaters we weren't ready for it. Were
used to boatingin placeswith nameslike"RefrigeratorHole" Herewe had 100
milesof non-stopscenic vistas. Unfortunately each of usassumed that somebody
else wasawaysusing the camera, when
it was usually tucked away in aboat.
Someeveningswe took hikesfrom
camp; some dayswetook short hikes
aongtheriver.

WEell remember Vel Fals, where
you could lay on your back and watch
the wind waft water droplets back and
forth asthey plummetedfrom above. No
wonder this spot was animportant In-
dian ceremonial ground. The picto-
graphson the canyon wallsadd to the
ethereal nature of the place.

O course, the hot springswerea
welcome novelty to those of usfrom
back East. Somewere right longthe
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river, whilesome required a short hike. Often there were multiple
poolsof dightly different temperature. We hiked a haf mileone
eveningto onethat waslined withlogs back in the CCC daysto
createa pool that would hold 30 people.

Therewaseven a hot spring along theriver that formed a
shower asit cascaded down the rocks.

Y ou could not have adjusted aluxury shower valveto a more
comfortabletemperature. For areal thrill,you could jump out of
the hot springsand diveinto thefrigid river.

Wildlifewas abundant. During our week, we spotted black
bears, deer, big-hornsheep and elk. Somegrazed right along the
river. Oneblack bear ventured right into camp early one morn-
ing. Bird-watchers and star-gazers werein heaven. Thefishing
wasgreat, no doubt duetothe catch and releaseregulations. The
cut-throat trout can be easily seen darting about inthe crystal
clear water.

Wewere amazed by the cleanliness of the riverside, espe-
cialy the camp sites, considering that theriver isso heavily used. We didn't see so %

much asa cigarette butt in the entire 200 miletrip.
Although there are many people on theriver, the permit system servesto spread
them out, so we really didn't runinto many groups outside our own. There are afew

signsof civilizationalongtheriver, ranchesand air strips, but asense of remoteness Play, play, play. Paul Collins from
prevails. Boise plays another straight surfing
Intheend, weall agreed it wasa great trip. Besides experiencing afantastic wave on the Middle Fork.

river, our vacation was made all the more enjoyable by going with an outfitter. Of
course we spent some money, but how can you beat coming off theriver after a
day's paddling, sitting in alawn chair, enjoying acold beer with hors d'oeuvres,
whilethe guides cooked dinner?

There's alot to besaid for paddlingin luxury!
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“That's where Be bodies wherefound... right by the put
in Actually, they haven’t even found one of the victim’s
heads" | could hear Richard expounding o Andre, my wife muere in Californials

and boating partney, in e next room.

95 | scrambled through the housein aftempi fo intercept
and terminate e morbid tale, cousin Ricfard continued.
"...he police speculate some psycho biker gang is behind
it..."” By Be time I joined the grisly conversation, Fndrea
fiad heard enough fo reconsider Be mext day’s itinerary,

eploenter at the height of
boating season. Although
been drier than most. the
Middle Fork of the Ameri-
" can River was flowing high
and | just hadtorunit. The
Tunnel Falls section had
eluded me during many
previois trips to the-
Golden State. But we were
now within striking dis-

tance.
| had a competent boating partner,
the weather wassuperb and my cousin's
wife, Stephanie, wasa prime (yet unsus-
pecting) shuttle driver. A few mutilated
bodiesstrewn about was not reason
enoughto cancel a day of kayaking.
Richard wasgrinning; obviously
pleased with himself and the effects of
hisawful story. After al, he was saddled
withamedical practice, two kids, an-
other ontheway, and alarger than aver-
agemortgage. Ruiningmy
fun offered akind re-
venge. To divert
Andred's attention
Eroam-luie e -up
CRr e

kayaking, | handed her the guidebook
and suggested sheread the river descrip-
tion.

Andreabeganto read the description
out loud. “... and then there are the
portages. mandatory at Ruck-a-Chucky;
recommended at Tunnel Chute,
Murderer's Bar and Cartwheel . On occa-
sion, boaters on the Middle Fork have
run afoul of privatelandownen and min-
enaongtheriver. Afewyearsagoa
caretaker brandished a shotgun to em-
phasize hispoint."

Thisdescription was doing nothing
toaidin trip promotion.

Some quick thinking wasin order.
"Rememberthe Toulumne?” | asked An-
drea. "You liked that. Rememberthe
Yubaand the Cal Salmon? You liked
thosetoo." She was nhodding her head,
almost smiling. My tactic was working,
so | continued. "Remember daho's
South Fork Salmon; you had fun there."

"Nol didn't... YOU had fun! It was
cold asHéell, theriver was flooding and
my sleeping bag got soaked... | almost
drowned!" Sensingan opportune timeto
continue hismischief, Richardinquired
if headless bodies were common near
the Salmon River.

| had been beat. Andreahad noin-
tention of becominga statistic and Rich-

ard had every intention of

eveniually went to
bed, where poor
Andrea was
haumnted by
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Thefollowing day | intensified my
crusadeto the paddle the Middle Fork
American. Al previousstrategies had
failed to convince my loving wife, so |
reverted to a highly effectivetactic. |
whined likeaselfish jerk until she gave
in.

Several hours and numerousdetours
later, wewere lost. Stephanie and her
two young children were delirious with
hunger and Andrea was obviously unim-
pressed with my judgment. | could see
theriver and knew wewere in the gen-
eral area, but could not locate thetake
out. Over the howls of malnourished
kids, | heard Stephanie tell Andreathis
was not how she envisioned spending
her birthday. From past experience, |
know most women don't like to mx holi-
dayswith hunger and suffering. Fast ac-
tion was required to keep thetrip aive.

| presented a chocol ate PowerBar to
Stephanie and started singingthe
"Happy Birthday" song. Asher kids
chimed in with a disharmonious "...and
many more!", Andrea produced smoked
oysters, cheese and crackersfrom the
cooler. It wasby no means astandard
North American birthday party, but the
kidswill undoubtedly remember their in
troduction tothe sport of kayaking.

With thetroops fortified and ready
to advance, an important logistical deci-
sion had to be made. | announced we
would leavethe shuttle car right where
we stood and proceed tothe put in.

"Areyou nuts?" Andreaasked. (This
rhetorical question hasinitiated many of
our more memorable conversations.)
"Wedon't even know if this road reaches
thetake out and we're probably three
milesfromtheriver!" OF course shewas
correct on both observations.

It's extremely difficult to argue
against sound logic, so | summoned all
the authority | could muster and said,
"Andrea, situationslike this havea way
of working out. Once on theriver every-
thing will beall right; | promisetotake
ful responsibility."

Andreasighed hopelessly and reluc-
tantly agreed to continue our fun-filled
journey.

Cradled by velvety green slopes, the
Middle Fork emerged cool and clear
from asmall dam. A quick reconnoiter
reveal ed no bodies, headlessor other-
wise. Theabsence of dismembered parts
wasreassuring initself. Even more en-
couragingwas theblaring horn, no
doubt, | assumed, a signal that more wa-

ter was about to bereleased.

It was shaping up to bea classic day
inthe Sierrafoothills. Theair was
warm and the water reflected a cloud-
less blue sky. Andreawas boating in her
typical smooth fashion and enjoying her-
self. Amileinto the run we encountered
two personable boatersfrom Sacra-
mento. Their presenceindicated that
even knowledgeablelocalsr un the sec-
tionlateinthe day,sol wassmugin
knowing | had orchestrated a wonderful
river trip.

Inthelast century, gold-thirsty min-
e nateredthe MiddleFork'sorigina
flow with alittle ingenuity and lots of
dynamite. The new course makestwo 90
degreeturns, blasts down a narrow
ramp, freefallsabout eight feet, then
flowsthrough a tunnel. Although not ex-
tremely difficult, Tunnel Fallsisdefi-
nitely intimidating. Whilemost boaters
portage the rapid's upper section, then
launch above thetunnel, they risk facing
ashot gun-armed property owner.

Shortly after thetunnel one of our
new friends inquired about our
evening's camping plans.

"No campingfor us," | explained,
"we're just making a day run." One of the
Sacramento kayakersflashed a very con-
cerned look, the other started to laugh.

"Areyou serious? Didn't you hear
thesiren at the dam... they've shut off
the water!!"

| glanced at the shoreline... indeed
the river was dropping! Andreashot the
"why did | ever marry you" expression at
me whilethe Sacramento boatersshook
their headsin dishdief. Andreaand |
had not planned to camp; we had no
deeping bagsor food. We had one op-
tion—to catch thefleeting river- or be
stranded in an empty river bed.

For the next three hours | didn't stop
paddling; partly to keep pace with the
water, but mostly out of fear. If | slowed,
Andreamight catch up and inflict great
physical harm. Soin cat and mousefash-
ion, we frantically raced down the
Middle Fork American.

Until this point, | had looked for-
ward to Ruck-a-Chuckyand had every
intention of runningit. The guide book
suggested a"mandatory" portage, but |
anticipated an exciting, runnable drop.
Alas, the book's authors proved to be
correct, so we shouldered our kayaks.

At Ruck-aChuckythe Middle Fork
of the American tumbled off sheer
ledgestwenty feet high and careened be-

tween huge undercut boulders. Running
Ruck-a-Chuckywould likely have proved
fatal.

Carrying our boatsaround the rapid
wasfrustratingly slow and timewasat a
premium. The underbrush had exploded
intofull bloomand theruggedterrain
was hot conduciveto biped travel. Each
glanceat the water's edge reminded us
of the river's diminishing existenceand
theeverincreasing possib tyof a miser-
able night.

Below Ruck-aChucky,the class ITI
rapidswere playful and plentiful. We
caught theriver's mainflow and were
ableto enjoy arelaxingstretch prior to
ending the run. At the take out, a gigan-
ticsigh of relief would normally have
been in order. My shoulders burned with
fatigue and my parched throat screamed
for acold one; but it wasn't Miller time
yet. Westill needed tofind the car.

| left Andreawith two Fig Newtons
and atin of oysters, promisingto return
before midnight. A long, dusty hikeled
toafamiliar highway where| stood with
an extended thumb for several hours. A
kind-hearted Born Again Christian even-
tually picked me up. He explained he
had passed an hour earlier, gotten home,
then realized no one else would dare
stop, because of the recent murders.

Thethought of aretched kayaker
standing alone in the wilderness was just
too much to bear, so he returned.

Asthesun slid behind the western
horizon, | found Andreapatiently wait-
ing next to our boats and gear. We were
both sunburned, dehydrated, tired and
| hungry, but what a wonderful experi-
ence! It had al| the elements of a memo-
rable mini-epic.

"You know Drae, we'll alwaysre-
member thisspecia day," | stated.

"Probably so," came her terse reply,
"but its NOT how | wanted to remember
OUR WEDDING ANNIVERSARY!"

Ouch!!!

| had ruined cousin Stephanie's
birthday, starved her kids, misplacedthe
car, emotionallytortured my wife, who |
truly love, and forgotten our anniver-
sary.

But hey, | gottorun a new river!

EDITOR’S NOTES. AWA Regional
Coordinator Mark White isa very
lucky man.
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Halloween
Descen

by Chuck McHenry

about, projecting a macabre dance of
shadows and trees.,

Something move over thene'
stop; shine your light furtiy
& stump-it’s just your Imagination.
Stumps don't move; bul a5 you jog
past it you hear a shuffling of some-
thing heavy trying to be quiet. Don't
look back, just ran through woods
50 deep that not a shred of moon-
Hght reaches the trail. Yet, in the
canopy above, the moonlight Mitters
about as If afire with cognizance.

As you reach the part of the trail
overtooking the dam you look down
|6} feet and see the dver churming
orminously, binck and oily n the
moanlight. Now there are sheer
bluffs to the left. If something should
come rushing out at you from the
right, you would fall into a darkness
deeper than your Nashlight can pen-
Eirate

The river murmurs and groans as
you begin your descant to the Tur-
key Creek Campgrounds. There s a
pervisive [ecling that this place has
Just been abandoned. What wild rite




Pectling Doan the Wkoonlight Mile...

or sacrificewastaking place onthe
picnictable,and why did they al| go
into hiding as you approached?

Now you must enter deeper,
darker woods, on atrail lesstrav-
eled, weedy and overgrown. What
walitsin the nettle to ensnare your
ankle? What manner d goblin rests
in the branches aboveto drop down
onyou?Andit is afull moon! What
manner of beast runswith you, just
yardsaway inthe brush, stopping
when you stop, running when you
run? Thingsriseinthe darkness
ahead, then melt away asthe domain
o your light engulfsthem.

Your sweat iscold, the night is
warm. Your flashlight dimsat certain
placesfor no apparent reason, asif
the blacknesshastheability to over-
power it. Therearefogsin the dales
that do not shiftin thewind. Asyou
passthe Indian mound, wherein day-
light you might ordinarily raiseyour
paddleand salute; on this night you
slink by and pray that you do not dis-
turb him, that he does not block your
path.

Asyou break into the moonlight
and jog past the overlookssection of
thetrail you begin to think about the
river. In the river something could
happen and no one would ever
know. But returning dong the path is
unthinkable. Yau don't want to meet
what has beenfollowing you; the shy
fiendsmay be more bold upon see-

Ak
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PADDLE BAGS
Carries 3 paddles per bag!

ing you return.

Reaching the put-in you find your
boat and dragittoriver'sedge. As
you stand by thewater, pondering
your fate, the moondipsbehind a
cloudanddl isblack. Insanehowls
comefrom the hills, heading swiftly
your way. They must have your
scent. Theriver isyour only escape
and you must shove off now!

Themoon hangsintheEadt,
huge and smiling, and the water
dancesitsdlvery ballet. Your paddle
makesswirlsof twinkling stars and
scatters moonlight in miniaturegd-
axiesd gplash universes. Theriver
beginssoothingfrayed nerveswith
its hypnotic murmuring, regressing
you to past incarnationsd otters
playing on mud banks, or barracuda
speeding silently through crystaline
reefs, and o orcaglidingamongsi-
lent icebergs.

It whispersto you of motivesand
meanings, and caresses your
thoughtswith soft songsd aeon-
aged creation. Itsatoms hum, vi-
brate and kineticize asyou approach
thefirst rapid. It speaksd the
power of patience, of yinand yang,
and o thelLotus. Intheriver'stime
rocks have melted likeice, and like
Mohammed, the mountainshave
cometo it, to be washed avay and
dissolvedinitscurrents.

Theriver sparkles, it laughsand

playfully nudgesyour boat. Pay at-

Py
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For breakdown, full length touring
and whitewater paddles.

PADDED PADDLE BAGS » PADDLE SOCKS!
PRICES FROM $43.50 - $68.50

P.0. B PRES, Real Besch, CA S07A0 « T14-B48-8801

tention! Thisistheway itssupposed
to be. The gdaxy movesthrough
space at 100 milesper second. Our
star rotates about the gal actic center
at 150 milesper second. Theearth
orbitsthe sun 185 miles per second,
and, at our latitude, rotatesabout i t.
axis 13 milesper minute.

Theriver flows 1000 CFSand you
get lost surfing withina | these mo-
tions, and your kayak breaksoff the
wave above Cat’s Paw rapid. Gravity
accel eratesand everything gathers-
al o thesevelocitiesin onefast
surge-down the chute. It hastaken
al thistimefora| these motionsto
cometogether for just this moment.
Thereisan explosion of molten
platinum asyou crash through the
standing wave and then you are
through and the universeslows
down.

Thisistheway it issupposedto
be. Gravity's glue holdsyou between
Mother Earthand the sky, even
thoughin the pools, wherethereare
no ripples, you cannot tell wherethe
sky endsand water begins. Thereare
asmany garsbelow you as above,
and for all you know, you are riding
on milesof moonlight.

Theriver haslulled youintoa
sense of security and contentment.
All isso pleasantand peaceful... But
wait!

Thereisathought trying desper-
ately to surfacethrough your soft
reveries. Theriver triesitsbest to
placateyou, but you break free d
it's spell.

It's the dam! Y oure comingto the
dam and you know thereare things
there! They know amorsdl ap-
proaches. They are rubbing their gp-
pendagesin anticipatory glee. They
want to steal your paddle. They want

i flip you and tear
it from your boat
and drag you under.

Yau aredone.

Themoon isfull.

They arewaiting
for you at the dam.
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A boater tests the night stalking skills he
pertected in Viet Nam on a moonlight rim on the
Jaimes River

I

By May

Ves

L FerEnail

Nig

It was dark whenwe
met at the takeout. The
moon wasaready up, SO
we headed up to the put
in at Reedy Creek. The
temperature was cool on
thisfinespring night. A
few hazy clouds dimin-
ished the glarefromthe
moon. We avoided the
city park because of van-
dalism, electing to park
onaresidential street
and carry to theriver.

As| was unloading Dave hollered
"Run", grabbed his boat, and ran into the
darkness of the park. | grabbed my boat
and gear and hastily followed. Assoon
as| could breathe | asked him what was
wrong.

"Didn't you see the police car"', he
said.

"No, but so what?" | responded.

"It's gotta beillegal to get onthe
river at night," hesaid. | couldn't believe
it. Herewe were, about to do our first
ClassIV moonlightrun and he waswor-

-

Top: Dave blinded by the light.. Bottom: Author surfing on the James.

ried about getting arrested! Actualy,
considering Richmond'sreputation asa
leader in the homicide/drug race, many
occurring near theriver, | wasglad the
police werearound.

But Davegrew up in Northern Vir-
giniaand hasthat D.C. mentality-"any-
thing risky ought to beillegd."

| had called Dave Jeffrey that morn-
ing to suggest that the time had cometo

. runtheJames by moonlight. Daveisa

long step above mein paddlingab ty,
having graduated from the Bio-Bioto the

Futalafeu.

But| havetheedgeon
himinthe dark. | learned
to prefer the night walk-
ing point in Vietham.So |
had to coax him alittle.
Sincehe's still young and
semi-immortal it wasn't a
hard job. Weagreed to
meet after dusk at the
takeout.

For those of you like
me - old and cautious - but
who would still liketotry
amoonlight cruise, afew simple precau-
tionsarein order. Pick ariver that you
know well and wait for a comfortable
level. Makesuretheriver issteady or
falling, so that new strainers areless
likely to be encountered. Finaly, makea
preliminary  un during daylight to check
for problems. During my daylight scout
of the James | spotted a partially sub-
merged login one of the entrance chutes
to Hollywood rapid. Runningintothat in
the dark would have been a true night-
mare.
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“Workin' on the night meves; tryin’ to makethe fron pae kavak news...’j

The Lower James River isinteresting
primarily because it's a Class III-IV
paddle thru the heart of Richmond, the
capital of Virgi a ThelLower Jamesis
short - only afew miles- and contains
only fiverapids.

First Break isa dam break followed
by a seriesof surfingwaves(which are
dowly disappearing dueto erosion). Hol-
lywoodisthebiggie - aseriesof moves
aong Bdlelsleclimaxingwith a big
ledgedrop, followed by along runout.
Next comes Vepco, an easy III, and Sec-
ond Break, a bigdam break. Lastis Pipe-
line, along, three part rapid with an S-
turn entrance, afew offset holesin the
middle, and agood sized dropin anar-
row chute at the bottom.

SincetheJamesisa big river, the dif-
ficulty level changessubstantially at
higher flows. A useful rule of thumbis
Dave riding the big curler at Hollwood (HollywoodDays) | :\r/]véetetr?g‘i?g]:: dbg?gr;?n%ﬁepvlésez}t/hfn
Cr—m e —— gauge. One unfortunate quirk of geogra-
phy - Hollywood isalmost alwaysin
shadow, even when the moon is up, be-
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“Worki'on e night mves, i o kethe ront page kayak o

cause of itsproximityto Bellelde.

Theput-inwasdeserted and it was
dar k intheside channelsleading out to
the mainriver. Asaways, it's the un-
known that scaresyou, the thingsthat go
bumpin the night. Wewere glad to get
out tothe main channel. | promptly took
afew flash photos, consequently we both
went blindfor fifteen minutes.

First Break wasn't bad. We paused to
surf the white breakersfor awhile. Ap-
parently Davewas afraid of runninginto
bats, my photograph shows himlaid
over thefront deck to surf.

Hollywood was next. Althoughit was
inthedark, we decidedtogofor it. Ne-
gotiating the entrance wasinteresting,
and the photo rock totheleft of the

Tel. (719)
FAX [719)

W,

Dave af Pipaling (daydime)

main drop was barely visible. | parked

there to get ashot of Dave. | knew that
theglare of theflash might pose a prob-

lemfor a paddlerina big rapid at night,
but I didn't mention that to Dave. He had

enough to worry about.

Although | couldn't see hisrun very

well, I could tell from the sound of it
that dl went well. My run was equally

uneventful. Now in high spirits, we

Rl OStHonpuras

10281 Hwy. 50. Howard, CO 81233
800 255-5784

looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through lush rain
forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

Cal for more information and

detailed itineraries.
e e e - |
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Author at Pipelne (nightime)

cruised therunout to theflat section be-
foreVepco.

Aswe paddled along under the new
bridge, | happened to glanceat the
downtown skyline on the north bank of
theriver. There, spelled out in lighted
windowsin one of the new state sky-
scrapers, wasthe message: BUCKLE UP
FORSAFETY. | fell out laughing.

"What do you think Division of Motor
Vehicleswould doif they caught you out
here without your seat belt, Dave?'

Davedidn't respond. | guess hethought
the police might still be after us.

Second Break, which isawaystur-
bulent, was clearly illuminated by the
moon. The beautiful glassy wave drop
was even surfable, as Ben Jones demon-
strated on a subsequent night trip.

Thenweferried dl theway across
theriver tothetop of Pipeline. Pipeline
was basking in the moonlight and by
thistime we were havinga blast, making
dl theusual daytimeeddies and ferries.
After the bottom drop, we stayed for
endersat the sweet spot. At the begin-
ning of the night we never expected that
wewould stay and play.

Finally, exhausted, we headed home.

Davejust doesn't understand the po-
lice. In my hurry to meet himthat night,
| had been stopped in Chesterfieldby a
state trooper. Asshewrote me aticket,
she asked where | was goingwith the
boat ontop of my car. Whenl told her
that | was going up tor un the James
River at night, she suggested that | ask

Wori' 1 e it movs, i o ket e ek . |

the judgeto send meto driving school.
Makessense to me- how about you?

Editor'snote: Running riversat
night i sa hazardous undertaking and
not for everyone. Our publication of
storiesinvolving dangerous
whitewater activities doesnot i mEI)_Ly
that we officially sanction them. The
AWA believesthat individual boaters
should make their own informed deci-
sionsregarding the advisability of any
risky whitewater activity.

i*.. "
Wt \
Author and dave af Pipeline
Rock (self portrit af night)

1 ull line ot

whitewater

and Louring
paddies

LigHTvING
PaooLes Inc.

272800 S0, Unger Rd.
Colton, OR 97017

b03.824.2938
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he color of thewater isthe

first thingthat catchesyour

eye, remindingyou that you are
paddlingfar from home. Thewater is
green — emeraldgreen on afew rivers,
but more often pale, "ice" green.

But the unusual water color isnot
the only clue. Round the bend and you
see a spectacular succession o jagged,
snow covered peaks. And yet, thisisnot
awilderness. Not the Rockies.. not the
Sierras.. Fromthe meadowsonthe
mountainsidesto the park-likeforests,
you can sensethat thisisclearly a place
that haslong been settled and shaped by
man. Thelandscape isstunning... but
civilized.

ThisistheAlps.

Thispast May | spent aweek explor-
ing Alpineriverson atrip with
Kayakschule Oberland, a paddling
school near Munich. | went witha Ger-
man-speaking American friend who
learned to paddle with thisschool, and
who raved about thefast and funrivers
in Germany. Ilongwanted to sample
thoseriverstoo, and ths year managed
todoit.

Wesigned up for the Karnten( AUs-
tria) and Friaul (Italy) trip, but did not
know in advancewhich riverswe would
paddle; this would be determined by the
abilitiesof the other participants. Asit
turned out, wewent to Sloveniarather
than Italy, Andwhileit was officiallyan
instructional trip, our leader served pri-
marily asa guidedown the rivers, which
were well withinour capabilities.

Thesun wasout and the mountains
sparkling when weleft our rendezvous
at Kayakschule Oberland on a Saturday
afternoon, headingfor the town of
Oberdrauburgin Austria. Asthe after-
noon wore on, thesky clouded, asit did
practically every afternoon of our stay.
But on thisday, ason most others, the
sky cleared by evening. Whenwe
reached Oberdrauburg, we set up camp,
had a drink at thelocal Gasthaus, and
then hikedtoaruined castle.
Oberdrauberg would be our basefor
three days of paddling.

We paddled two sections of the Gail
and the Lieser Rivers. The upper Gail
and the Lieser each haveafew drops of
consequence, but at average water levels
are classIll. Thelower Gailisall+.
Theseriversarefree-flowingand arefed
by meltingsnow. Many of the Alpine
valleyswerecarved by glaciersrather

An American paddler relishes the
“civilized”, yet spectacular, rivers and
scenew of the Alps.

e -

An Alpme Paddh :
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An Alpine Paddling Adventure

than river erosion, so the banksthat par- |
alel them are generaly flat and beach-
like. I wasinitially under the impression
that therivers had been channelized, but
learned that thiswastheir natural state.
These beaches provided convenient
spotsto take out and stretch, which was
good, sincethere arefew placesto pause
and rest on theserivers. The gradients
aresteep and continuousand eddiesun-
common and hard to catch. My eddy-
catching was further hampered by the
fact that | had borrowed a huge plastic

1-500-336-90%0)

P, o S9N, Diey

kayak that handled like a tugboat.

Our next destination wasBovecin
Slovenia, where we would paddlethe
Socaand KoritnicaRivers. Thetrip be-
tween Austriaand Sloveniatook us over
aspectacular passinto the Julian Alps.
Thevalley of the Socais morerugged
than the valleysaround Oberdrauburg,
and therivers banksare more craggy,
with sheer rock gorgesalong boththe
Socaand Koritnica. We portaged one
gorgeonthe Soca, aclass1V.

Asremarkable asthecolor of the

water wasin Austria, in Sloveniait was
even morestunning. Bovecsitsonlime
stone and theriver bedsarelined with
whitestonesand sand. Herethewater
rangesin shade from perfectly clear, in
the shallow sections, to turquoise, to
dark green, inthe deep pools. Withtrees
over-hanging the banks, you could a-
most imagineyou areinthetropics, at
least until you put your hand in the
freezingwater!.

Both the Soca and the Koritnicariv-
ersprovided marvelousplay spotsand
drops, but thescenery wasthe most im-
pressivefeature.

After our week with the Oberland
group, we met a German friend and
paddled the L oisach River, near the
town of Garmisch on the Austrian bor-
der. Except for the odd green water,
thisriver was of afamiliar nature to
us.. arocky creek. It wastechnical in
spots, though still class I,

German paddling cultureisquite dif-
ferent from that in the States. Most of
the groups we encountered on therivers
paddled steadily downstream. | scarcely
saw anyone, save from our group, play-
ing. Infact, thereisnoword in German
for playing; what we call playing, they
call "training” - using the English. Per-
hapsthis meansthat playingis consid-
ered mainly skill-building, rather than an
endinitself. But | must concedethat




bombing down theseriversat top speed
isgreat fun, too.

Paddlingisvery popular among Ger-
mansand, we were tqld, has recently be-
come particularly fashionable. Even so,
none of theriverswe paddled were
crowded, and | don't recall seeing one
raft!

Anyoneseeking high adventure
would be disappointed withatrip like
this. Even Sloveniawas hardly exotic.
Bovec wasfilled with German paddlers,
a Slovenian Ohiopyle. Our campground

had hot showersand the proprietors
gladly accepted D-marks. We had some
excellent mealsin thelocal restaurants.

But all this beauty and civilization
does not come cheap. If you arelucky,
like we were — can borrow boatsfrom
friends, find obliging people with whom
to car-pool, and camp rather than stay at
guest-houses — the cost can be moder-
ate. If youwant togoon your own, you
can plan atripfrom thefineriver guide-
booksthat are avail able, provided you
can read German.

= PE PROOF IS IN.
THE PERFORMANGCE

An Alpine Paddling Adventure

But if you go with a German kayak
school, you or someonein your party
should speak German, if you want to be
integrated into thegroup. Another way
togoistotakeatour designedfor
Americans.

Th s wasareal vacation for me, not
just apaddlingtrip. | wound up my stay
with avisit to the DeutschesMuseumin
Munich, where found an exhibit onthe
history of sport kayaking in Europe. A
fitting conclusion! | left Germany witha
sense of being a part of thishistory.

ﬁﬁ'f
G

WHITEWATER
EQUIPMENT CATALOG

PO. Box 209 e Springfield. OR 97477
503 (747-2272)
Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238

e

& Service You
Can GCount Qn.

Gl or writefor afree
catalog o products
river-tested at our
paddling school.

- (715) 882-5400

Whitewater ...
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N3894 Hwy. 55
White Lake, W1 54491
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SAFETY......... N —

e were past all ! / ! g
W= Eaitor's Note: The following is excerpted from a
prise came. By now we fmmmmnﬂ'bfﬂ mmﬂ

had spread out. Mry was : ;

several hundred yards Alabama’s Class IV-V Little River.
ahead and out of sight. | J »

was about 100feet be- .

hind Jack, as he entered

]
no morethan a Class 2 or 3rapid. How-
ever, near the bottom weretwo partially @ m e I e
covered rocks, about six feet apart, side

by side. You really could not seefrom by Hank Klausman

aboveif both these were rocks or waves,

and Jack apparently decided they were Hereis what | learned, and will try to 3.Every paddler should bein sight of

waves. Thenose of hishboat hit the | eft practicein thefuture: at least one other group member AT

rock, and theforce threw hisstern 1.Every boat should have athrow ALL Tl MES. Except for the point and

against theright rock. Inan instant, Jack  rope. You never know who will need sweep boats, al paddlen inagroup

was pinnedsideways, still upright, but hel p. Sometimesthe occupant of the should beinful view of the boats

tilted upstream. pinned boat needsto havethe rope. BOTH BELOW AND ABOVE at d!
Water was pouring over his cockpit. 2.Every paddler should be ableto times. Anyone can getintrouble fast,

Hedidn't darerelease hiscover,because reach hi or her ropefromtheir NOR- even on easy stuff.

water would fill uptheboat and pinhim  MAL paddling position. Thismeans 4. Andfinally, never rel ax safety pre-

inside. | was able to eddy right bel ow kayakers should carry their ropein cautions, evenin "easy" rapids.

Jack behind one of the pinningrocks. | front, and open boaters within arm's Here's to safe-and not just lucky-

tried to push him with my paddie,and he  reach. paddling.

pulled on my blade. Not much else|

could do there, sincewewerein mid = _———————

=

river. Jack tried to rock thefront or back - D 7

of the boat off, but it waslocked solid. eBoats .fOI’ inners

Fortunately, for years| have carried
athrow ropelN FRONT of me, so | | to exp *
could reach it without getting out of my I
boat. | originaly carried it therefor my
own protection, in case | got pinned. eOver 100 W built
Then, | could throw it to some nice per- glass deS|gns.
|

son, who could pull meand/or my boat C’:i}
-' !,r'o Superior vacuum bagged
I M - foam core race boats.

to safety. Onthisoccasion, | threw one
*Custom Graphics

end to Jack, then paddledto the right
—— Plastic Designs

t4Cnise ConfoleMongoose ¢ Quantum<lnfnicat

also released his sprayskirt so Jack was
not ableto roll before swamping. He had
to swim. Luckily, there was nothing bad
below.

This scary experience madeusreal-

i

ize how lax we can get about safety. |
just read recently how an Olympic Gold
medalist almost drowned on the Ocoee
River dueto complacency.

moreleverage.
7pCall for a Dedea nsarsst you a to receive a fres catalog.

After Jack finally attached his end to
" New Wave Kayak Products, Inc

his cockpit ri m I wasableto unpin his
boat. He washed over both rocks side-
= (117) 9446320
2535 Roundtop Road, Middietown, PA 17057

HiZ M m T e O Emn

A A e == =

ways, and flipped. The rocksor theflip
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I"Bluegrass Wildwater _
Association’s Smalley
Planning Fandango

The Twelfth Annual National Pad-
—dling Flm Festival will be held on Feb-
ruary 24 and 25in Lexington, Kentucky
according to Scott Smalley, Festival Co-
—ordinator. The Paddling HlmFestival,
~ sponsored by the Bluegrass Wil dwater

Association, has become one of the pre-
_mierewhitewater eventsin thenation...
and an exciting kick-off for the eastern

whitewater boating season.
Proceedsfrom the Festival aredo-
nated by the BWA to river conservation
T organizations. Last year $1700was di-
vided by the AWA, the River Network
and the West VirginiaRivers Coalition.
Thefun beginswith a Friday night
| reception, where winners from previous
_Festivalsare shown. Those who attend
theannual AWA Gauley Festivals can at-
_testtothequality and intesnity of these
films; Smalley and the BWA team gra-
T ciously orchestrate the whitewater vid-
eos presented in Summersville,
The National Paddling Film Festival

competition beginsin earnest Saturday____tary on thefirst descent of Rainbow,

morning, with both professional and
amateur film makers competingfor a
boat load of prizesand plagues.

Last year twenty one entrieswere
submitted to the Festival; because of
time limitations only fourteen could be
screened for the public. Smalley expects
even more entriesthisyear.

Looking Back at 94

What can those attending the Festival
expect? Here'salook at last year's win-
ners:

Amateur Best of Show/ Amateur
Recreational Scenicwent to Ted Vandell
of Lansing, West Virginiafor hiswhite
water fi |l The River §ﬂ1$¥, whichfea-
tured some spectacular whitewater
crashes aswell asthelifestylesdf the
wet and shameless.

Amateur Conservation went to Paull
Kammer of Lexingtonfor Season Suite, a
slide show includingscenic shotsfrom a
number of hisfavoritewhitewater runs,
set tomusic.

Amateur Hair went to Eric Sitzow of
Signal Mt., Tennessee for Tennessee
Trashed, a compilation from runsof the
North ChickamaguaCreek, Cain Creek,
BeeCreek and the Tdllico.

Amateur Humor went to Kent
Wigginton of Westminster, South Caro-
linafor Rock and Rainbow, a documen-

Fallson the Horsepasture River by aleg-
endary paddler known as Rock.

TheBest Paddling SlideAward went
to MicheleWernick of Aspen, Colorado,
for ashot of Jeff Snyder running a 50
foot waterfall on the SantaDomingo
Riverin Chiapas, Mexico.

The Professional Best of Show
Award went to Russand Allison Nichols
for Heads Up: River Rescue For River

Runners.
The Ender Award went to Kent

McCracken's Pemetual Motion, avideo
whichfeatured boatersat play. The
Ender Awardisgiven to the entry that
receivesthelargest number of votes
from theaudience.

Come on Downl!!

Likelast year's Festival, the 95 event
will climax with a megaparty on Satur-
day night that will includea boat raffle
and silent auction, rock and roll and lots
of unexpected surprises. Over theyears
the members of the BWA have earned
their reputations asfierce party animals.
Their shindigsarelegendaryin
whitewater circles.

Whitewater enthusiastsinterested in
attending or entering the National Pad-
dling Bl mFestival should contact the
BWA at P.O. Box 4231, Lexington, Ken-
tucky 40544. (606) 233-4012.

MILLER, JAYCOX
TIE FOR FIRST AT
GORE

| REPORTED BY JOHN JAYCOX

5 The 1994 Gore canyon race wasone
of the best ever, featuring a large crowd,
T stiff competition, and great weather.
The mob that gathered at the pump
house on August 20for the pre-race
" party, roughly estimated to be"bigger
than Woodstock,” set a new record for
"~ the speed with which they polished off
two kegs of beer, leavingnone for post-
race consumption.
Because thelate-season water is pro-
vided primarily by dam releasesto sat-
“T"isfy downstream needs, a year of low
natural runoff (like thisone) usually re-

sultsin more water on raceday. Th's

L1

! ti nﬁuished themselves W finishi nﬂ il

T year, though, our expectations were not
met. Theriver rose only to amoderate
level of approximately 950 CFS. This

| wasarelief to many, but frustrating to

| those determined to make thetight
| movesat high speed.

Themost remarkabl e development
in Sunday'srace was thetiefor first
place between Matt Miller, a Colorado

I"nativewho racesslalom and down river,
and Goreveteran, John Jaycox. Miller,

| who had never raced Gore before, had

announced early in the season that hein-

tended to “kick some butt at the race”
and he made good on histhreat.

| Jaycox meanwhile, a perennial win-

ner in previous Goreraces, had been dis-

abled through the entire spring runoff by
ashoulder injury. Jaycox trained furi-
ously inthe weeks beforethe race, des-
perately determined to "keep his butt
outside of Miller's kicking range."
Astrong third placefinish, just ten
secondsback, wasposted by Charlie
MacArthur, alwaysa dark-horse threat at
Gore. Bob Blount and CharlieEbel d s

American Whitewater v November/December 1994

eighth overal inaTopo Duo.

With four women racing this year,
the classwas complete for thefirst time.
Their timeswere separated by only 25
seconds. The winner, Buffy Bailey, was
the only onewho had never raced Gore
before.

Thefield wasfilled out by the usua
bunch of hooligansin rafts, who were
split into two classesthisyear, quieting
some of the grumbling heard in the past.
Thetoptimefor aninflatablewasinthe
range of several kayak times. Aflipand
apinin Kirshbaum, the rapid near the
finish, provided entertainment for the
kayakers gathered to observe.

Nobody got thrashed in thisrace,
and equally important, nobody got ar-
rested! Complimentsto Bill and Sue
Mattison, the primary organizers,for a
first class production.

Raceresultsnext page...
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. participated in thisyear's event; Bob
. Gedekoh, Joe Greiner, Susan Wilson and
| Mac Thornton, finishing 20th, 45th, 49th

and 50th, respectively. Tom McEwan, a
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~ seasoned racer who operatesthe Valley

Mill Camp in Washington D.C. posted an
impressivetimeof 32:25in a

. Wavehopper, the new plastic wildwater
- boat from Perception. Hisfourteen year
- old son Andrew was not far behind, pad-
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dling aslalom boat to an impressivetime
of 34:20. And so the McEwan racing dy-
nasty grows!

Maost competitors managed to cut
more than a minute off their timesfrom
previousyearsthanksto the natural flow
in theriver that augmented the rel ease.
Therewere several close calls, perhaps
the most dramaticinvolvinga pin onthe
| infamous Tombstone Rock at F@#& Up
Falls, but al of the competitors managed
tofinish the course.

Upper Yough Race Times

27:04

ot g B bl Vi, ONETD
i A o | BT 3

—]

Jeff Snyder WwWK..... . 2925
ChrisHuffman WWK .. 30:04
Andy Brlt(j]ge WWC1 ..30:33
JohnwWdd WwK ..... . 30:42
BobVernon 30:46
Howard Tidwell .. 30:50
Steve Kaufman we. .31:00
Phil Coleman...uemmemmsmns 31:18
Scott Stough :
(OF= VATV (o o —— :
Kara Ruppel e :
Mak Gallagher ... :
Dave Bassage .. :
Rich GUSIC wsesunne :
TOMMCEWaN ...ocouvnmmsessssssnssnssnns 32:25
John Mason 32:26
Rudy Camacho wvmsmmssmssssssns 32:59
John Comwell.......cusrsersersnssnsns 33:05
210 ] €70 (= (o o IH— 33:14
Jamie Klein 33:29
Jesse Widdemore uesessssessssessns 33:33
Bill HAlEr ...ucveviveircenann 33:33
Bill LoveWWXK :
ChrisHipgrave :
Dean TOMKO Cl wvusesesasssesasnsess 33:55
Chuck SEUMP c.cececieirernnnes W06
Mykl HeIrera ...uousmsssssssssssssssssnss WOQO7
O Brien........ 34:08

ChrisWolpert s 34:09
Andrew MCEWaN ...cuusmssssssssins W20
ChrisSW i 0N eccreeenssevnnencennes 34:20
S 00110 5 (-To) | — W27
ChrisDanz W28
Coleen Laffey wmmsmmssssasssssses W36
DOUGLIED ...cocovrvreerarrrarerrrereirsrens 148
(@107 [15] =10! (o EG——— :54
\éVarctieCzaiggyer ................................ ggg:;
u :
Karen Koghnlein......ovevceneneeens 35:32
BODAIEN. .o ereeerivirirenarne 35:35
Matt Darpli .....ceeeveceersmrnnenennee 3537
DON WatKINS ....ccecoverevreeirereserenes 3549
Ken Kyser 36:256
N 01165731 (1<) o — 36:27

Thisyear's event was organized by
squirt pioneer and master boat designer
Jesse Widdemore, who received univer-
<d kudosfor ajob well done.
Widdemoreal so hosted the traditional
race party held at the Friendsville town
park later that evening, ashindigwhich
featured an eclectic band and a scrump-
tiousspread, catered by Friendsville’s fa-
vorite restauranteur, Twila Friend.

Prizeswere awarded to the leaders
in each divisionand dl of the competi-
torsreceived acommemorativeTee
shirt, but most everyoneagreed that the
satisfaction of successfully completing
the difficult course was reward enough.

And so the Upper Yough Race and
Party continues to be one of the high-
lightsof the eastern boating season, fea-
turing intense, but friendly competition,
which celebratesthe spirit of one of the
Appaachian's greatest rivers.

(Slalom kayak unlessotherwise indicated.)

Jan Messer
Ted Newton WWK
Keith Blonerz s
Susan Wilson e
Mac Thornton ...
Michad Burns.......
Dondd Genz .....
Eric NiBrooks ...
Jm Fortune.um.
Chrigtine
Brian Dresher .......
SteveAndraka.
(;ah Love

.............................

....................................

40.38

Scott Jerniger/Steve Plane K2 40:39
JanNe AlliSOnN .....cccvververrerunsernnnnns 40:45
Bill and Linsday
Blauvet K2....covivncrnernnnns

Tim SBangler OC1 wrueme

John Deardorff OC1 ..

Jocelyn Hernreid v

Robert Johnson OC1 ...

Eussell Forclnl 0&1} o
(IaJSTo7= gTo (1= {07 0) R——

PaJI Jeffnc?n (@ O [ —— 64:53

Thanksto thefollowing organizations
and individual swho made the '94 Upper
Yough Racea success: Pennelec, NARR,
Demaree Inflatables, Mountain Surf, Pre-
cision Rafting, Laurel Highlands River
Tours, WildernessVoyagers, Ohiopyle
Prints, OhiopyleTrading Post, Yough
Ouitfitters, Whitewater Adventurers,
Twila’s Restaurant, Jake Nill, Kim Krall,
Dave M| s, Jeneen Salveson, Windrush
Gallery, John Regan, Beau Harshine,
Terry Peterson, Bill Welch, John Mason,
Chrislezonni....

And most especially Jesse
Widdemore... Congratulationson a job
well done!
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94 Gauley Race Leaves

reparied by Dannie Hudspulh
Race Drgamizés

"Hey!"

"Heyll!"

| heard Marco shoutingto measwe
blasted through Iron Ring. We were 46
grueling minutesinto the race and he
had been gaining steadily on mesince
Lost Paddle.

"Hey!"

| stoleaquick look to seewhere he
was. Hewasright behind me!

"Hey!!! I'm catching up toyoul!" |
think that iswhat hejeered. Maybenot
his exact words, but certainly hisintent.

The race was now just between
Marcoand me. Wewereside by side.
Forget the other forty competitors. And
toadd to theindignity, Marco had
started a minute behind me and hewas
paddling a boat that he had borrowed
from methenight before. And now he
wanted to beat meto thefinish at
Sweet's.

"Hey!!! How do you feel after pad-
dling 48 minutesfull tilt?' Marco asked,
obviouslytryingto distract meso that he
could make hismove.

"Oh, | feel fine... been waitingfor you
ggr catchmeso | can blow your doors

"

But my tired body said otherwise.
BREATHE. BREATHE. BREATHE.

A moment of truth. "I'm dying,
Marco!"

Wewerestill side by side.

"How do you likethat boat?" |
gasped, tryingto reverse histactics.
BREATHE. BREATHE. BREATHE.

"It's great, man! | did the boof in the
fourth drop of Lost Paddle at Warp
Speed!™

By now we were at the top of Baby Z.
And Marco wasa boat lengthin front of
me.

We both hit fast linesand | managed
to paddle up beside him again. If |
hadn't been so whipped | would have
laughed. Neither of uswould back off,
but neither of uscould pull away either.

BREATHE. BREATHE. BREATHE.

Thiswas, after all, arace!! Andsowe
werestill side by side aswe passed Fn-
gernail Rock.

BREATHE. BREATHE. BREATHE.

Inthelast small rapid above Sweet's,
we both struggled to pick up the pace.
With heads down we cranked full speed
acrossthe pool. Wewerestill exactly
neck and neck.

Competitors Breath

€SS

"So... arewegoingto race
for the tongue?' Marco gasped
aswe surged toward thelip of
thefalls. Wewere still side by
side... and we both knew that
tongue was narrow... too nar-
row for two boats!!

BREATHE. BREATHE. BREATHE.

The specter of Marco's boat impaled
in my ribswasthe decidingfactor.

"Goforit!" | wheezed, pausingjust a
second to let Marcomovein front. He
surged ahead, but only by a couple of
feet.

And so we both cleaned Sweet's
Falsand sprinted for thefinish.

Thiswas, after all, aracel!!

And what araceit wes...

More wildwater boatsthan |ast year.

FROM THE PUT-N
1O THE TAKE-OUT, IT

DEMAND A m "5H OCKER"

FOR YOUR LOCAL DEALER CONTACT: ésa.& 619-376-2794

John Jaycox and Billy Hearn and
MikeHipsher and local favorites Howard
Tidwell and Col een Laffey.

Therewere open boats racing.,. even
atandem.

Some of the country's finest pad-
dlers, and some home boys, boatin’ bud-
dies, al in oneplace at onetimefor one
reason.

Togofast!

Andfor agood cause, too. Al pro-
ceeds from the 94 race went to West Vir-
giniaRiversCoalition,to keep up the
goodfight.

Asfor you, Marco... seeyou NEXT
YEARI!

Special thanksto: Our title sponsor-
Wendy's of Summersville, New Wave
Kayaks, Perception Kayaks, Ridge Rider
and Blue Ridge Outdoorsin Fayetteville,
Whitewater Photography, Sand R
Boardroom, Sidewinder Paddles, Moun-
tain Surf in Friendsville, Md, TV2 Pro-
ductions, and the Nationa Park Service.

Very special thanksto North Ameri-
can River Runners for their fantastic
support and to al the volunteers who as-
sisted with timing and safety.

YOUR #1 REASON TO DEMAND

THE WORLD’S #1 SPRAYSKIRT
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1994 UPPER
GAULEY RACE

RESULTS
Category Racer Place
Time within | overall
Wildwater class |
Men'sk-1
45:10 [R0070]= 074 o> [N #1.#1
4615 Heinz Rothenmund .......... #2.#2
46:35 Mike Hipsher ..........ceceveune #3 .43
4736 Mark Hamilton .........c.ee.. #4 .44
51:17 JONN JAYCOX «ovvrrenrrrresreseanns . #6
5213 Jason Sullivan H#O
53:20 (€1(< o [ €] | [F——— H#12
Men's C-1
o DNF Bob Powell
WK-1
7206 Carol POIEr susssssssessssssessssssnsens #37
Slalom
Men's K-1
50:54 Howard Tidwell........cccuc.. #1.#5
51:44 Clay Wright c.cceeeenesserinsens M7
52:07 Steve Kauffman . #8
52:45 Rick Gusic ....cecons 30
53:17 Marco Callela..... L#11
[ 53:46 Scott Hassen ......cceeens L#13
_..ﬂ*e 53:59 Bryan HUME ceessseseersessnes #14
- 54:19 Donnie Hudspeth ............ 48 . #15
5546 Eric Lindberg .#18
- 56:01 Bob Gedekoh #10#19
g i 5605 Patrick Hinchey . #11#20
’ 5633 ChriSEMIICK wuuersssssnssesss #12#21
5643 Henri Colomb s H13#22
56:50 Dan Brabec .eeesssssnss H#14H#24
57:12 Jason Lucas. #15#25
58:09 Scott COUItEr H#16 #26
5927 V1G] 510 g S T —— H17#28
5933 SETTIEYA3 (514 o) (R— #18#29
60:26 John Weatherford...uu. #19#30
WK-1
£ 5500 SaskiaJohnson ... ueseeess #1.#16
5645 Colleen Laffey .....ccocuvuuennne #2423
al 5812 Jocelyn Hernried «eseesesses #3 . #27
L 65:06 K atie Neifert .......cereemmsmeees: #4434
69:39 Shannon Carroll .....eenee #5 . #36
Men's C-1
55:40 [STT1 S 13 o (Y #1 . #17
60:43 TOMPIOSKI «..cvvvurinsisvnnesanes #2.4#31
6213 B0s0 Gibson ....ciseesenee #2 .432
wc-1
63:00 Heidi Domeisen ....ouusmessesnes H#33
Top: Roger Zbel. 'the champ'. hauling ass. Photo courtesy of Whitewater Open
Photography Canoe
69:01 SteVE Frazier eemmmsmsmsansas
Bottom: Dan Brabec makes the pass at Pillow Rock. 'note the paddler in top 7313 Philip Belcher
left comer. Photo courtesy of Whitewater Photography Tandan
88:25 JT MOr€uissssmssmsessnssssssssssessanans #39
88:25 Kathy Zerkle ......iiiiirsinns #39
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GAULEY FESTIVAL 1994

Thiswasby far, thehugest Gauley ~ |&

Fest in history — over 2500 boater s
cameout for afun filled, star lit evening.
Many thanksto the dozensof volunteers
whomadeit all possible,and especially
to:

Fegtival Chief PhyllisHorowitz
Electricd Wizards Denis McLane
Barry Tuscano
Fegtival Congtruction  Paul Epstein
CalErb
Pat 0'Connor
GlenTsaparas
VolunteerCoordingtor ~ Joe Greiner
CampingDirectors Susan Wilson
MarianGreenfield
AnneBoomhauer
Mr. Video Scott Smalley
Gate K eeper PeteSkinner
Head Auctioneer ChrisKoll
Festival T-Shirt Desi gn ~ Nancy Green
Volunteer T-shirt Desgn May Green
T-Shirt Slesman Ric Alesch
Whitewater Games Coadtd Canoeists
Bluegrass Wildwater Assn,
AceShuttleDrivers  Risa Shimoda Callaway
Forrest Callaway

THE WEATHER WAS SO GREAT, WE
DIDN'T KNOW WHERE WE WERE!!!

Top Left: Setting up shop. Photo by Rich Bowers. Top right: Gauley festival coordinator
Phyllis Horowitz enjoying silent auction with volunteers Paul Epstein and Marian Greenfield.
Photo by Lee Belknap. Bottom left: Bidders examine auction boats. Photo by Lee Belknap.
Bottom right; Crowd gathering at band tent. Photo by Lee Belknap

Guidelines for Contributors

pieces.

Articlesshouldfit our established format;
that is, they should bestylisticaly pattered to
fitinto our Features, AWA Briefs, Conservation
Currents, Safety Lines, BigSwimsor End Notes
sections. Exceptional photographsand
whitewater cartoons ar e alsowelcomed.

If possiblearticlesshould be submitted us-
ing Wordperfect 50 on a5 1/4" singlesided
flexibledisc. Pleaseusethestandard
Wordperfect default settings; do not alter the
margin or spacingparameters. Send a printed
copy of thearticleaswell.

Those without accessto a word processor
may submit their articles neatly typed and
doublespaced.

Photos should be submitted in theform of
coloror black and whiteprints. Keepyour
originalsand send usduplicatesif possible;we
can not guaranteethe safereturn of your pic-
tures. If youwant usto return your pictures,

The editorial staff of American Whitewater carefully reviewsall
material submitted for publication. Wear e particularlyinterested
inreceivingfull length featur e articles, conservation and club news,
articlespertaining to whitewater safety and short, humorous

includeasalf addressed stamped envelope
with your submission. If you haveslides,itis
best to haveprintsmadeandto ral thesein-
stead. Becausewe publishin black and white,
photoswithalot of contrast work best.

American Whitewater Featurearticles
should relateto someaspect of whitewater
boating. Please do not submit articlespertain-
ingto seakayakingor flatwater. The best fea-
tureshaveadefiniteslan... ortheme. Theyare
not merely chronological recountingsof river
trips.

Open the story with an eye catchinglead,
perhaps by tellingan interestinganecdote. Dia
logueshould be used to heighten the reader's
interest. Don't justtdl usabout theriver... tell
usabout the peopleon theriver... develop
themascharacters. Featurearticlesshould not
bewritteninthestyled alocal club newdet-
ter.

If youar e writingabout acommonly
paddledriver, your story should betoldfroma
unique perspective. Articlesabout difficult,in-
frequently paddled or exctic riversare givenspe-
cial consideration Featurestoriesdo not have
to beabout aspecificriver. Articlesabout pad-
dlingtechniques, the river environment and river
personalitiesar e also accepted. Piecesthatin-
corporate humor ar e especially welcome.

Don't beafraidtolet your personalityshine
t hrough and don't be afraid to pokealittlefunat
yoursdlf... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only whenitisab-
solutely necessary to effectivelytell astory;itis
not our intent to intentionally offend our more
sensitivemembersand readers.

Pleasecheck all facts carefully, particularly
those regarding individual s, government agen-
ciesand corporationsinvolvedin river access
and environmental matters. Youare legaly re-
sponsiblefor the accuracy of such material.
Makesure namesar e spelled correctly and river
gradientsand distances arecorrectly calculated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretionof
the editorstofit our format, lengthand style.
Expect to see changesin your article.

The American Whitewater Affiliationisa
non-profit volunteer organization; the editors

and contributors to American Whitewater ar e

not reimbursed.
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Ocoee Rodeo A
Rousing Success

by Risa Shimoda Callaway

One hundred and fifty competitors
participated in the Ocoee Rodeo held on
June 5and 6. The weekend's eventsin-
cluded a Squirt, Surface Boat and Open
Boat competition and a Downriver Raft
Race. The event raised $6000to support
the conservation efforts of the AWA.

"Just eight short monthsafter the
staging of the World Whitewater Rodeo,
some of thelogistical elementswerea
bit easier to handle," said Susan Wilson
Gentry, organizer and AWA Director.
"Weare now ableto count onthetre-
mendous cooperation of both the Forest
Serviceand the TVA (TennesseeVadley
Authority)."

Thanksto the hard work of Gentry
and her volunteer staff, who have proven
to be both responsible and enthusiastic
overtheyears, asolid relationship has
devel oped between the TVA, the Forest
Serviceand the Ocoee Region Canoe and
Kayak Association (ORCKA). ORCKA
servesas the organizing committeefor
al whitewater slalom and wildwater
races on the Ocoee.

Thisyear's rodeo wasremarkablein
that more than twenty competitors eigh-
teenyearsdof age or younger challenged
the oldtimers. Meanwhile,several of the
topfinishers, including Chuck Kern of
Stowe, Vermont and Jocelyn Hernreid of
Cabin John, Md, traveled some distance
to compete on watersfar from home.

Several new names surfaced as major
contenders, including Deb Ruehle of
Asheville and Richard Oldenquist and
Barry Kennon of Topton, N.C.

Rodeo veteransand masters Chris
Speliusand Jim Snyder served among
the judges.

The Rodeo climaxed Saturday night
with alively party hosted by the
Nantahala Outdoor Center. The shindig
included adinner, raffle, auction and live
music. Organizerscredited the NOC
staff for helping to accommodatethe
crowd, keeping the new Ocoee Outpost
store open late, and helping with the
cleanup after the lightswent out at mid-
night.

The Ocoee Rodeo was one of three
eventswhich served asqualifiers for the
Pre-World Rodeoto be held in Augsberg,
Germany in September. The National
Rodeo Steering Committeedecided to
permit anyone who finishedin the top
three positions at either the Bob'sHole
Rodeo, the Animas River Days Rodeo or
the Ocoee Rodeo to represent the U.S at
Augsberg.

U.S. Competitor s Qualifying

for the Pre-World Rodeo

1994

Notes:

Classesmay not dl be medd events
Fourth or fifth place finishersmay be eligible
if others placed 1-3in morethan one event.

K1 Women's Squirt

1 KatherineLindberg
2. ChrisJonason

Cl Squirt

L. Barry Kenenon
2 Chris hladerson
1. Marwidd Seoll

Susan Wilson-Gentry
RisaShiiodaCallaway
Jocelvn Hernreid
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BOB'S HOLE OCOEE ANIMAS RIVER DAYS
Men's Surface

1 Le=Bonfiglio MarcLyle Bob McDonough

2 Scott Shipley Richard Olderquist John Brennan

3 Shane Benedict Corran Addison MarcLyle

4. Bob Patterson Dan Gavere Adam Shandro
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TheStorm River risesin North Appa-
lachia, flows south and east to merge
with abigger river, and drownsin the
cesspool of Long Island Sound. Itsupper
reachesare runnable only during snow-
melt, asteep, eyeball-rippingClass Five.
The big hydro dam at Kingsbury traps
theriver and forcesit through turbines
tomakeelectricity, whichthe Great
American Power Company—GAPCO—
sellstothe locals. It powerstheir TVs,
CD’s, VCRsand therest of their alpha-
bet. Below the dam aresix miles of
twisty, crackling Class Four whitewater
at thebase of agreenand virginvalley.
The dependable, dam controlled water
and boreal scenery combineto makethe
Storm onebitchin’ paddle. But GARPCO
ownsthe mountains on either side of the
riverbed, prohibits access, and pros-
ecutesall thetrespassersit can catch.
Sometimesit beatsthemfirst.

Ken Omaha open boated the Storm
with two friends on April 27,1994 and
escaped capture. That night in agreasy
pizzeria he dropped tearfully to his
kneesand begged hisfriend and partner
Dr. Theodore McBrideto please do
something—anything—toopen up ac-
cessto the Storm.

Two nightslater the McBride—
Omahabrain trust held a council of war.
Thetrusted brainswho attended were
frustrated and angry. Herewasthis
primoriver, rightin their back yards,
whichthey couldn't paddle because
some damn €l ectric monopoly said no.
They considered many solutionstothe
AccessQuestion, most of whichwere
violent crimes. Eachtime McBride
urged caution.

"Wemust talk to senior management
of GAPCO, show them the error of their
ways, and teach them why it is vital that
they open up thisriver for the good of
the American paddling public.”

"You want to reason with them?"
asked Omahaincredulously, for logic
was not hisstyle.

"Yes'" said McBride.

"Then| guess blowing up their gen-
erator isout?"' Chopper asked, fearing
the worst.

"Thi s timewetry words, words spo-
ken by a beautiful woman, and endorsed
by a professional athlete," said McBride.

"Jocksand sex can sell anything, but
even sex sellseasier at gunpoint,” said
PT. "Letmeexplain."

P.T. wasMcBride’s staff physician, a
part-timetrauma doctor and amateur
naturalist who treated gunshot wounds
intheinner city and spent her sparetime
paddling, slowing down other people's
river trips. She wasforever eddying out
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to gropein the mud for bugsand lizards
for her collection. Therewerelive
thingsin muck in the bottom of her boat
by the time she got to the takeout. Her
boyfriend was a rough hombre, a profes-
sional sailor so addicted to water that he
jumped into his kayak the moment his
ship dropped anchor. Onceshe caught a
water moccasin with aforked stick,
stuffed it in a drybag and madehim
paddleit down theriver, with nothing
but a fastex buckle between the enraged
snake and hisgenitals. Whenhe didn't
scream, she knew the bag had held.
They had agood timethat night.

P.T.’s ideawassimple, el egant
biowar. McBrideboughtin because he
had no choice: the otherswould have
blown up hislab. Still, heled with diplo-
macy.

For bait McBrideenlisted his publi-
cist, Arden Tygart. Shewasahot and
gorgeouswoman who had survived a
year in Omaha's van beforeleavinghi m
for Chopper. Her mission wasto
weaken, and at her option seduce, a
high level GAPCO executivewho was
known to havean eyefor women. So
she dressed accordingly. Arden had
model ed too many bathing suitsand
wetsuits not to know her weaknessesin
abusinesssuit. Too short. Too bigon
top. So, overcast gray linen pinstripe,
skirt cut toflaunt killer legs, lace-bor-
dered camisole, French Broad hairdo,
plastic nails (her real oneswere short
and chipped from kayaking). A strand
of pearls, afew drops of parijata oil, and
shewasdone. If looks could kill, her
quarry was dead and buried.

David Michadl Miller —Harvard MBA
*74, 20 years consecutive earnings
growth, President and Chief Executive
Officer of Great American Power Com-
pany, didn't think of himsdf asquarry.
He adjusted histiein the gilded mirror
of hisprivate washroomand thought of
the advice hisfather had given him
when held graduated collegelong ago.
"Youve got the pedigree, and you've got
the stats, but it never hurtsto ook
good." So Miller dressed in thousand
dollar suitsand drovea Porsche. "Look
goodfor McBride," hesaid aloud. And

look good for the mystery woman
McBridewas bringing with him, he
thought. In mattersof women Miller
was singleand single-minded — he col-
lected them like butterflies.

Miller's staff had checked out
McBride. He had won a Nobel prize in
chemistry at age 23, and founded
McBride-Omaha Chemical Company,a
small, privately held concern that made
surfactants, detergent additivesto get
your dishes cleaner and brighter without
thoseannoyingwater spots. McBride
did not publish hisfinancial information.
Hisassociate Marcus Chopper wasan
ex-nosetacklewho had used the money
hed madeinthe NFL to obtain a doc-
toratein applied physics. Smart boy.
Big boy, too.

Miller's research team reported that
Kenneth Omahawas a drunken, twisted
savage, totally unpresentable. McBride
had not offered to bring hi mto their
meeting.

Now, nestled into hisexecutive
chair, Miller looked at hisvisitors. The
football player had blueeyesand a
blonde crewcut decoratinga head
mounted ontopof aBerlin Wall of
meat. McBridewasasmallish, f uzzy
faced man who had to be smarter than
helooked. Thewoman—Ms Tygart—
was breathtaking. Hedeliberately
avoided staring at her and concentrated
on McBrideashespokeintotheinter-
com. "MissRemington, please bring a
round of drinksfor our guests.
Adirondack Water for Mr. Chopper, a
can of Keystonefor Mr. McBride, and a
Vermont Margaritafor Ms. Tygart.”

Miller had gotten thedrink order per-
fect without asking. McBride knew that
Miller's spies must have been watching
the Depot Tavern. Maybe, just maybe,
Miller wasscared of him.

The executive spokeinto theinter-
comagain. "That's right, a Vermont
Margarita. A shot of Jose Cuervo Gold
and two shots of maplesyrup. Onthe
rocks. Nosalt."

Miller caught a whiff of Arden's per-
fume. It hit him below the belt. Miller
once calculated that in hislifetime he
had spent over a hundred thousand dol-
larson perfume. But he couldn't identify
what she waswearing: a hot, lusty,
bayou babe aromathat crawled up his
nostrilsand grabbed him by the balls.
Miller debated asking, then decided to
solve the problem another way. Here-
moved a platinum cigar case from thein-
side pocket of hisjacket and selected a
three dollar Macanudo. He clipped the
end and moistenedit with hislipsand
tongue. Hesaw Ardenwatching himlick
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thecigar before hefired his platinum
lighter.

Arden decided not toroll ajoint on
the boardroom table and smiled through
the smoke. "Macanudo makes asmooth
cigar, particularly their smaller num-
bers,” shesaid, "but | prefer the
Upmanns. |ntheevenings, of course,
with Courvoisier, not tequila. Aftera
hard day on theriver, especially in mos-
quito season."

Miller saw the twinklein her eye—
what did it mean?Wasshe putting him
on, or applyingfor membershipin his
private rod and gun club? "l agree, Ms.
Tygart. With brandy inthe evenings, |
mean. | don't canoe. | golf."

"Youshould try paddling. Its better
for the heart,” McBridesaid, and pro-
ceeded to explain hispositionin detail.
Miller listened carefully. Only once did
he glance over, and Arden made eye
contact. Hesmiled at her just ashe
caught McBride’s | ast words, "Weare
not terrorists, Mr. Miller."

Underneath thetable, in hisleft
hand, McBrideheld hissecret weapon.
Flat, square, elegantly engraved, sharp
edged, it wasall he needed toforcea
confrontation on whether GAPCO
would offer regular, recreational
whitewater rel easeson the Storm River.
Slowly heraised hishand above the ma-
hogany table and placed the weapon di-
rectly in front of Miller. Thelightfrom
the crystal chandelier caught the gleam-
ingsilver tracery engraved alongits
edges. Miller recognizedit instantly—
a GAPCO stock certificate.

"l am glad to see you bought our
stock, Mr.McBride. You must have con-
fidence in current management,” Mier
said.

"I do," McBridereplied."l am confi-
dent you will want to avoid a proxy fight
about river useissues. Bad publicity
about GAPCO’s environmental policies
could hammer the price of your shares."

"I havethevotesto defeat any share-
holder resolution you offer, Mr.
McBride."

"But not to prevent debate," McBride
answered. "l'veread the bylaws. We
can discuss granting public access to
theStormfor days. Whilewe're atit
wecan intervene inyour FERC
relicensingcase. Well have standing
both as paddlers and stockhol ders."

"We're customers, too, David," Arden
said. "Hereisa copy of your-electric
bill for my summer cabin." Shere-
moved the bill from her decolletage and
handed it acrossthetableto him. He
needed tosniff it. Hetouched it onceto
look at it, and then pushed it out of
haxm's way and concentrated on not
smelling hisfingers.

While Miller wrestled with hislust,
Ken Omahasat in the back of an Acme
Moving and Storage panel truck, suck-
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ing on a beer and waiting for the driver
toget to the widespot in the road which
wasthe nearest accessto the Storm.
Therewas no put-in, just abarbed wire
fence between the road and the woods,
and a brutal half mile bushwhack tothe
base of thedam. It was pitch black and
pouring rain, and without Chopper's
night vision goggleshe would stumble
through the woodslike asick moosetill
he broke an ankle and went down. Then
wouldfollow along, cold night, the
search, the beating, thearrest for tres-
passing, and a Federal indictment when
they figured out exactly what he hadin
hisboat. Withluck he'd get fiveyearsin
area prison, not that Canadian bordello
wherelast hed donetime.

P.T. wasdriving. Suddenly she pulled
over and opened the cargo bay door.
"All clear," shesaid. "Go. And be care-
ful. My littlefriends are priceless. Set
them free or bring them back dive." She
helped Omahalift his camouflaged open
boat over the barbed wire, gavehima
boost up, and sped away. It had taken
less than a minutetoinsert Omahaand
hislive cargo onto GARPCO land.

Omahalifted the boat over hishead
and balanced it on hisshoulders. He
picked up his paddle and started steeply
downtotheriver below. Thegoggles
turned hisworld green, and the rain cov-
ered his sounds.

Twenty minutes later he
slipped inte his oat and
paaddidled throagh the fiesi
rapids, down a guarter mile of
dark amd pushy water 1o a
good left eddy. He tacked in,
Lok out his portable cellular
plione, and waited patiently in
the blackness, Alone at last,
he dleomght, just oee and ten

pairs of P.T. s precious newts,
A he Kicked the plastie

container wedged under his
airbag and wondered why he

i the things he did.

In the boardroom Miller ordered an-
other round of drinksand tried to stop
imagining Arden naked in the cabin of
his ChrisCraft.

"Tell me, McBride. Canyou get law-
yerstorepresent youin court for free?'

"1 know good lawyerswho would do
anything to boat the Storm. They could
tie up your relicensingfor years. Youd
have to show a contingencyin your an-
nual report, deal with your regulators,
explainto your ratepayers why you're

squandering millionson attorney's fees
to keep the public off apublic resource,
and answer to your Board of Directors
when thestock price drops.”

Miller knew McBridewas right —at
least about bogging him down legally. "I
hate litigation, McBride. Litigationisa
deviceinvented by lawyersto keep law-
yersemployed. Tell mewhy | should let
you people paddlethisriver."

"Whitewater recreation ishereto
stay, Mr. Miller. Itsthefastest growing
outdoor sportintheworld. Anditsa
booming business. People haveto drive
towheretheriversare, and they'll go
wherethe flowsare guaranteed. Bryson
City, North Carolina. Summersville,
West Virginia. Ohiopyle, Pennsylvania.
MonroeBridge, Massachusetts. West
Forks, Maine. Paddlingkeepsthese
townsonthe map. They all haveraftiig
companies, river guides, whitewater
outfitters, paddling schools, cheap mo-
tels, campgrounds, pizzajoints, general
stores, gasstations, fast food outlets,
honky-tonk bars, drug stores, liquor
storesand hospitals. They supply the es-
sentials paddlers need tosurvive: gas,
beer, Advil, duct tape, condoms, choles-
terol, x-raysand replacementsfor lost or
brokenriver gear. They employ people,
make money and pay taxes. And they
buy electricity, which you make withthe
people's river water and sell them at a
profit. Don't you think the starving me-
tropolisof Kingsbury could use apiece
of thisaction?"

Miller nodded and listened, knowing
that therearetimeswhenit isprofitable
tonod and listen. Helooked again at
Arden. She smiled radiantly and spoke.

"Ontheriver men and women are
equals. Anything hecan paddle, | can
paddle. And I'l ook better doingit.
Whitewater boating isa beautiful sport.
It takes you to wild places you can't go
onfoot or by car. Canoesand kayaks
make no sound and |eave no exhaust.
During thefall foliageseason, Hudson
River Gorgeisone of themost beautiful
placesin theworld, and you can really
only seeit by whitewater boat."

Arden gazed deeply into the eyes of
the handsome executive seated across
from her. Hewascute. ... truly cute.
Too bad the table was so wide, she
couldn't play footsie with him. She
spokeagain. Her bedroom voice, but
the emotion camefrom the heart.

"The Stormisa beautiful river. You
control theaccessand theflow. You
haveit inyour power to deliver the
beauty of thisriver to thousands of
people who will squeal with gleewhen
they runthe rapids, and |eave Kingsbury
with memories they will treasurefor a
lifetime. Why not givethem athrill?"

Miller felt himself swaying, falling
into Arden's eyes. He checked himself.
Betough, Miller, hethought. Hisvoice
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wasimpersonal.

"Liability reasons, for one. | don't
want to get sued if anyone gets hurt out
there."

Chopper spoke for thefirst time. "I
don't mind taking risks, but boatingisre-
aly quitesafe, evenfor afat glute like
me. Properly trained paddlers, running
riverswithintheir skill levels, rarely
haveserious problems. The Storm at
recreational flowsisa good, fluid class
four run. There's no reason why thou-
sands of people ayear can't runthe
Stormand liveto brag about it."

"I'mstill not convinceditssafe.”

Thistime McBrideresponded. "The
raft companies takegood care of safety.
They provide helmets, lifejackets,
wetsuits, saf ety kayakers and proper in-
struction. They want repeat business
and they don't want to get sued. Private
boaterstake care of themselves. This
day and ageitsa rare canoeist who gets
ona ClassFour river without knowing
what to expect.”

"l don't think | can justify taking
those sortsof risks on GAFCOland."

Chopper exploded. "Last year more
peopledied playingsoftball than running
w tewater! Didyou outlaw softball at
the GAPCO picnic? And where's your
pride? Aren't you an American? Don't
you know whitewater boatingisan
Olympicsport? And the Europeanscrap
all over usinthe Worldsevery year!

You gotta get behind American
whitewater! How we gonnaclosethe
whitewater gap if we can't paddle?’

Chopper had jumped up, rocking the
big table. Millerflinched. That guy's
huge, he thought. Don't get him mad.

Arden caught Chopper's sleeve,
pulled him back into hisseat, and turned
againtoward Miller. "I'd loveto paddle
the Storm, David, and Il gladly sign
whatever releaseor hold harmlessform
your lawyerswant in order to get the
chance."

"Andtothink | wasgoingto ask you
for your autograph!”

"Whitewaterisfashionable right
now, David. Very big. Very hot. Very
wet. Very corporate. Champion Interna-
tional spendsafortune eachyear help
ing to promote whitewater paddlingin
America. Citizen Watchesand
Centerbank use kayak motifsin their ad-
vertising. So doesToyota. And Meryl
Streep’s river movieisdue out thisfall.
Theraft sequences are breathtaking.”

"l loveher," Miller replied, " She's
such a chameleon.”

"Therewere no womenin Deliver-
ance," said Chopper. "Not till thevery
end. Andthey could haveused somein
themiddle.”

"That couldn't happen now," said
McBride. "Al those good old boys
would berdt guides today, and Burt
Reynoldswould be surfing holesin

squirt C-1's with Lonnie Anderson and
GeenaDavis. Whitewater boatingis
here to stay, and now itsyour turn. Inor
out?"'

"ltsafifty year license we're talking
about, Mr. McBride. | havestockholders
toanswer to."

"Yesh. I'm one," said McBride.

"I'm afraid theanswer isno.”

"You better say yes, Mr. Miller. The
Stormisone of the navigablewaters of
theUnited States. You hold it in trust
for the people. You may owntheland,
but you don't own theriver."

"Sorry. No."

McBridenodded. "Haveit your way.
Show him, Chopper."

Chopper took a Tupperware con-
tainer out of hisbriefcase and opened it.
It wasfull of wet grass. "Comehere, Mr.
Miller," he said. "Come meet a couple of
real animals."

Miller rose and walked around the
table. He peered intothe container as
Chopper lifted the grass. Inthe soggy
bottom were two small yellow sala-
manders, about threeincheslong.

Chopper explained. "They're newts,
Mr. Miller. Wickendon hairy newts. So
high on the endangered species list they
need oxygenjust to hold their place. In
fact McBride-Omaha Biolabsmay have
theonly onesleftintheworld. But they
breed fine in captivity and wethink
they'll do real well in the Storm River
Valey. A buddy of mineissittinginthe
river below Kingsbury Dam right now,
and he has a container with a dozen
pairsinit. If | call himonmy cellular
phone helll release them, and your pre-
ciousvalley will bethe only wild
Wickendonhairy newt habitat in the
world. I'msureyoull be more ecologi-
caly responsibleif you havean endan-
gered specieslivingat the base of your
[\ il

Miller looked at the
little vellow newts and
began to sweal,
Endangered species!  He
could feel the Federal red
Lape contracting around
him, constricting, cutting
oll his circulation,
strangling him. . . .He

sputtered when he spoke,
“They don't look endangered. They
look fine.”

Chopper replied, "You can havethese
two for your wildlifebiologiststo dis-
sect. Inthe meantimeT’ll tell my buddy
tolet hisnewtsgo. If they're not an en-
dangered speciesit won't matter. OK
withyou?"'

Miller's heart pounded. Executive
decisiontime, hethought. Why they
pay you dl that gold. . . . And in the back
of hismind he heard a strange drumbeat:
Endangered. . . DOOM! Endangered. . .
DOOM! Endangered. . .. DOOM! And
thesound of onestock faling. He made
hischoice:

"No newtsisgood newts. 1'm going
to appoint acommitteetolook into
whether GAFCO should include
whitewater recreation initsriver man-
agement program. | want two paddlers
on that committee. Mr. McBride, Ms.
Tygart, will you serve?'

"On one condition," said McBride.

"Andthat is?'

"We need to test paddlethisriver, to
determine the optimumrel ease level.
When the time comes, Arden, Chopper
and | get to make the run, with my friend
and partner Kenny Omaha."

"Aslongas| get to meet himyou've
got adeal. My staff tellsme he's awild
one."

"Thewilder the better,” said McBride.

"I havea condition, too," said Arden.

"Yes?' Miller asked.

"TheKennebecFestival in Maineis
coming up in two weeks. | want youto
raft theriver with me"

My God, she's asking me out, Miller
thought. Do something."Whatif | tell
youlcan't swim."

"Don't worry, you won't," shereplied,
"Andif you do, Il saveyou."

The meetingwasover. AsMiller
shook hands with Arden shestepped in
and kissed him on the mouth, a moist
Kiss, ripe with promise. "Thank you
David," shesaid. "Youve made mevery
happy tonight.”

In the parking |ot Chopper turned to
her. "What the hell did you haveto kiss
him for?' he asked.

"Toset the hook, darling. He's mine
now," she replied. "Call Kenny and tell
himto comeonin."

Shaking his head, Chopper punched
buttonson his pocket phone. Helis-
tened intently, and heard a voice that
had never lived: "Your cellular customer
has|eft hisvehicle or travelled beyond
thecalingarea. ...”

Storm River Vdley wasdead to radio.
Inthedark and pouringrain asopping,
chilled Omahaheld a plastic box in his
hands. The phone had not rung. He
would carry the newts back totheir tiny
terrariumsin thelab, back to alife of
specially formulated diet lizard flakes,
back to captivity. Omahahated captiv-
ity. Hewasborn to bewild. Sowere
they.

He dumped the contents of the box
onto the riverbank and peeled out into
the black, roaring rapid.

® Jonathan Katz
September 6,1994
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Risa Shimoda Callaway

Hi. | have paddled since 1979, inspired by the
energy, individuality,and zest | saw in members
of the Cincinnati SierraClub. Sincethen | have
livedin the east (Massachusetts, New Jersey,
Georgiaand the Carolinas) and made several
tripsto western rivers. First'recruited for duty’'
asan AWA Director in 1984, my contribution has
been one of organizationand interfacewith the
paddlesportstrade, highlighted asfollows:

- Re-establishingthe Ocoee Rodeo from hiatus
inthelate ‘80’s, under the AWA Banner. Focus-
ing the Ocoee Rodeo proceeds on resource pro-
tection has since catalyzed a new standard for
whitewater festivalsaround the country.

- Founding the National Organizationof
Whitewater Rodeos, the national seriesof

Jim Scott

AWA Board for three
years, includingthe last
two as Treasurer. During
this period, AWA has expe-
rienced significant pro-
grammatic and financial
growth, and | believethe
outlook for continued suc-
cessisexcellent. Much of
our successisadirect re-
sult of the support of our
members, which will &l-
waysconstitutethe core of

whitewater eventswhich has grown
the profileof freestyle paddling 'get-
togethers," throughout the country.

- Initiatingthe Gauley Festival Mar-
ketplace, a highlight of the annual
AWA Gauley Festival.

- Encouragingcorporate support
for AWA projects. | am aworker bee
at Perception, Inc.: having met many
supporters of AWA among members of
the outdoor industry, last year | had an
opportunity tolobby successfully for
thefunding of AWA’s AccessProject.

| plan to be paddlingaround for
awhileto come...and hopeto continue
my serviceto AWA.

| haveservedonthe  bership base will makeit easier for AWA to at-
tract other sourcesof public support, including
foundation grants.

AWA isa dynamic and powerful voice for
whitewater, and haswon major victories for the
riverswelove. But we must pressour mission
now, in the next fiveyears, to set the stage for
whitewater river conservation in the 21st cen-

ury.
yWith your support, | am committed to assist-
ing AWA for asecond termintwo areas- finan-
cial operationsand fundraising. Financial opera
tionsincludes preparation of our annual budget
and quarterly financial statements, and ensuring

our financial support and program strength.

To continue our growth, however, we need
toincrease our membership base fromthe cur-
rent level of 3,300to at least 10,000. Increased
members will make our river access and conser-
vation programs stronger, as well as providethe
needed revenues to expand our activitiesin
these crucial areas. In addition, a stronger mem-

sound financial practicesarefollowed.
Fundraising support includes continuing and ex-
panding AWA’s participation in the Combined
Federal Campaign (CFC) and other workplace
drives, which has provided needed revenues to
expand our programs over thelast threeyears.

Thefutureisours. Let's work together to
makeit happen.

CharlieWalbridge

I've been involvedwith the American
Whitewater Affiliationsincelearning to paddle
withmy college outing club almost 25 years ago.
Sincethen I've boated riversdl over the country,
and whitewater paddlingisa central focus of my
life. My interest In river safety began asasearch
for amoreinteresting alternative to gate judging
assignments at racesand developedinto an ef-
fort tolearnfrom accidentsso that | and others
paddlers will not make the same mistakes. Unfor-
tunately the glossy paddling magazinesfind this
material too depressing to publish; workingwith
the AWA has allowed meto get thisinformation

out viathe Journal. | believe that
everyoneshould befreeto at-
tempt any rapidthat they feel is
withintheir skills. | have used
my expertise to educate river
managersand to helpthe AWA
counter unreasonnable " saf ety"
regulationswhich would restrict
river access. | want towork on
the board to help our organiza-
tion reach more boaters, raise
money, and protect rivers.
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Susan Scheufde

When | learned to paddle afew yearsago, it with the Tuolumne
got my nose out of a book and my butt off the River Preservation
sofa. Since then, I've spent most of my sparetime  Trust to help savethe
paddling, or wishing | waspaddling, or wishingl ~ Clavey. I've also been
was paddling on a protected river! helping Ca Trout pro-

AsDirector, | will continueto work withriver  duce a boater's pam-
groupsin thestateto help preserve and protect phlet for the McCloud
Californidsprecious few remainingwild rivers. River, working with
However, there arefew undammed riven leftin Friends of the River
thestate, and many of theriverswith dams,such  to protest proposed
asthe North Fork Mokelumne, havebeenalmost  El Dorado County wa
plumbed out of existencewith canals, tunnels, ter diversions onthe
penstocks and other water diversions. | planto upper South Fork
focusmy efforts on bringing the benefitsof AWA  American, and writ-
intervention in the FERC relicensing processto inglettersto FERC
Cdlifornia,so that we, too, can see dams asking for recre-
relicensed with guaranteed recreational releases,  ational releaseson
recreational enhancement funds, guaranteed ac-  the upper runs of the
cessacross utility-ownedproperties, and damde-  Mokeumne.

commissioningf unds. I've also put AWA onto the on-
| am currently serving asthe AWA Regional ramp of theinformation superhighway, so that
Coordinator for California and Conservation they can more effectively communicate with
Chair for the Loma Prieta Paddlers Sierra Club boaters and environmental groupsaround the
River Touring Section. In the past few years, | country. You can now contact AWA through the

have helped Friends of the River lobby local poli- Internet at:  72732.401@compuserve.com.
ticians to vote against Auburn Dam, and worked

Brooke Drury
Seattle, WA

| entered UVA In addition to working full timefor Friends of
law school in the Earth on hydropower licensing and
1990 withaBA. relicensingissues, | am volunteering witha
from UC Berke- plethoraof non-profit groupsincludingthe AWA,
ley,afew years_.  American Rivers, and the Rivers Council of
of inner beltway = Washington on FERC proceedings such asthe
experience, and Nisgually Project (see articlelast issue), Condit,
the goal of be- Newhaem Creek, and many others. Theseexpe-
coming an immi-  rienceslead meto opinion that the AWA_s con-
gration attorney.  servation work isavital ingredient for a well-
| emerged three balanced and effectiveriver conservation move-
yearslater witha mentinthe Pacific Northwest.

dog, two plastic Thefate of our salmon runs isincontrovert-

boats, and an ibly linked to hydro project operationsaround

avid dedicationto theregion. Thesame goesfor the continued ex-

river conserva istence of our region asoneof the premiere

tionand recre- whitewater boating destinationsinthe US Alas,
ation issues. Settlingin Seattle, | havesince all too often | noticea significant lack of

passed the Washington State Bar and am heavily ~ whitewater boater representationin FERC and
involvedin river conservation effortsinthestate  other pro
of Washington.
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Join us thisfall and winter for |
trips to Costa Rica,
New Zealand and Baa

Boats and accessories lor aff
your paddling needs. Trips, tours and
instruction for whitewater kayaks,
walzayalzs and canoes. Call or write
lor a hee brochure.

ALDERCREEK

KAYAK SUPPLY INC.

250 NE Tamahank Idand Dr.
Portland, OR 97217 503/285-0464

First AWA/ CWWA Arkansas

~ River Fest a Major Success

by Rich Alesch

Morethanfour
hundred peopl e ral-
lied atthef i tan-
nual AWA/ OAMWA
ArkansasRiver Festi-
va (Arkfest) heldon
July 9in Salida, Colo-
rado. Morethan
$3000 dollarswas
raised for river con-
servation projects
within the state.

TheArkansas
Festival was model ed
after the AWA's
Gauley Festival, held
eachfal in West Vir-
ginia. The ArkansasFestival was cov-
ered by U.S. Newsand World Report.

TheArkfest ran from 410 p.m. and
featured live music, asilent auction,
whitewater videos, boat demos, a equip-
ment swap, vendors and food and bever-
agestands. The AWA, the OMWA (Colo-
rado Whitewater A ssociation), the Colo-
rado RiversAllianceand the Rocky
Mountain Canoe Cluball had informa-
tional booths at the festival site.

Four donated boatsand a dry suit
wereincluded amongtheitemssold at
thesilent auction, which alowed boat-
erstoget agreat deal on equipment
while providingfinancial support for
river conservation. The equipment swap
was also quite popular.

Rich Bowers, AWA’s Conservation
Program Director and the only full time
whitewater advocatein the United
States, was on hand, as well asa number
of other AWA Board membersfrom back
east, including river conservation gurus
Pope Barrow and Mac Thornton.

Theevent had been scheduled to co-
incide with the annual OMWA and
Rocky Mountain Canoe Clubs annual

EXPEDICIONES

208/462-3361
Expediciones Agua Azul
Box 111

Garden Valley, Id. 83622
e-mail CIS; 72773,3106

Mexico

Whitewater « Bluewater « Warmwater
Kayakmg and Raﬂ:mg Adventures

Santa Maria * Jataté « Usumacinta

Arkansas weekends, which feature club
sponsored activitiesand river trips.
Morethan 100 OMNVA members camped
together at the Arkansasthat weekend.
The Colorado Cup race was also held on
the Numberssection of the Arkansas
during the Arkfest weekend.

The Festival washeld after the hot-
test June on record. Asa conseguence
most Colorado riverswere running low,
but the minimum 700 cfsrel ease assured
by the Bureau of Reclamation assured
that the Arkansaswould be runnable
throughout the Festival weekend.

Jim Martin of Boulder, Colorado,
who coordinated this f i t Arkfest, re-
ceived universal congratulations on a
job well done from the many canoeists,
kayakers, rafters, guides, equipment
manufacturers and deal ers on hand.
Scott Reuman, awell-known Colorado
boater and artist, created thelogo for
the Arkfest, which wasfeatured on post-
ersand T-shirts.

All of the proceeds after expenses
from the Arkfest have been earmarked
for river conservation and access
projectswithin the state of Colorado.

Kayak

Waterfalls * Travertinerapids * Mayan ruins
Expert and Intermediate adventures
Instruction for all abilities

January - April « Affordable prices

Mexico has it all!
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Our story to date:

Bigfoot Stole My Hea

While soleing & wilder-
ness mver [nthe high Sier- ¢
ras, Carla s abducted by a
glgantle Sasquateh. She

snon discovers, (o her cha-
grin, that the Bigfoot ks not
lasting after her body, just her
kayak. Yes, Carla's Sasqguatch
has been bitten by the
whitewater bug; he wants to
run rivers, And Carla is just the
wioman to teach him how!

When Bigfoot finally managed
to drag my kayak onto the bank af-
ter his retched attempt to go it on
his oowm, | was waiting. You best
believe 1 bet him have it [ was
willing to overlook the fact
that he had barged into my
camp in the middie af the
night and carried me off
like o snek of potatoes.
(Actually, [ Kind of liked k...
though [ would never tell him
that. )

[ could pardon him for
maaning over my knyak while
ignoring me all night long in
that smelly cave of his., [ could ﬂ:f'
even forgive him for failing to
serve breakfast in bed. But
when he started to mess with my
bant and gear... it was time to lny
down the law!

Well, Bigloot looked like
hiell, all bloody and battered.
He had taken & terrible
thumping in the rapld, but he
woulbd get mo sympathy from
me. When [ decide to teach
someons, o, in this case,
something, to kayak, | do not
tolerate whining and sniveling.

"Carry my boat and gear back to the
top of therapid thisinstant, you duffus,
and I'll show you how to do it right!" |
snarled. He gave me a deer in the head-
lightslook, but after | cuffed him along
sidethe head, he obeyed.

| must say that | put on quite a dem-
onstrationinthat class N rock garden. |
caught every eddy, boofed every
pourover and when | reached the pool at
the bottom, | spun around and paddled
right back up through the rapid. By the
time | finished there wasone bug eyed

Sasqguatch on shore.

"Nowit's your turn, you big Bozo," |
snapped. | adjusted thefoot braces,
showed him how to don askirt, PFDand
helmet and nudged himinto the boat. |
waded into the pool and taught him how
toroll. It took lessthan five minutes.
Once showed him how to gripthe
paddle, hewasa natural! Thoselong
arms of his- when he stands up his
hands hang below hiskneeswereareal
asset. Withinfifteen minutesthe bugger
could hand roll on either side.

| have never believedin teaching be-
ginnersto boat on class|, II or 111
whitewater. They just pick up bad habits
in that piddly stuff. Instructing on class
I water isliketeaching apigtosing. It
wastesyour timeand it boresthe pig!

Nosir... | start my students out
right... in agood solid class IV rapid.
That way | find out real quick whether
they've got what it takes.

Well, my Bigfoot had it. Oh, hewas
awkward at first and heflipped alot, but
hisroll wassolid. By theend of our first
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session hewasready for classV. By the
end of our second day of instruction, he
was handling the classV stuff ahell of a
lot better than most of my friends, in-
cludingthat wimpy cousin of mine, Gary
Carlson. Bigfoot wasahell of alot
smarter, too.

By thethird day | knew that | had
found the perfect boating companion. He
was big, strong, agile, quiet, considerate
and obedient. And, most importantly, the
only thing he was afraid of wasme.

| hiked out of the canyon, drove into
Sacramento, bought another kayak and a
mess of gear, and paddled it down the
canyon to Bigfoot's place. We spent the
next week polishing histechnique —soon
hewas poetry in motion. Dare | admit
it... yes.. Bigfoot wasalmost asgood as
mel

Inevitably,as his mastery grew, our
relationship changed. | started to see
himin adifferent light, to realizethat
there was a magnificent kindred spirit
buried under all that hair. And, naturally,
| started to wonder what el se might be
hidden there.

Well, Tl cut tothe quick... asincred-
ibleasit may seem, | fell madlyin love
with Bigfoot... and he was equally smit-
ten with me. Wewere quite simply made
for each other. After alifetimeof tawdry
affairs, | finally found alovethat would
last. Bellsrang, birdssang, starsfell
fromthesky. | started to get itchy al
over. (And it wasn't just thelicel!) We
just couldn't get enough of each other.

Il never forget the night he pro-
posed. The mosquitoes were terrible. Cf
course | said yes.

At hisinsistence we tramped over
the mountains to meet hisfamily. | had a
lot of misgivings.. not knowing how they
would feel about a mixed marriage.

Well, asis so often the case, hisfather
and | hitit off swell, but hismother and
sisterswere alittle tougher sell.

| overheard one of them refer tome

=1 KANGE

Smokestack Boatworks
164 Wildwoocl Avenue
East Lansdowne, PA 19050

asaSchucksal | decided it wastimeto
assert myself, to show thosefemale
Yetisthat | could stand my ground. Well,
let metell you, those Bigfoot women re-
aly know how towrestle! But when it
cameto hair pulling, | clearly had the
advantage. It was tough, but eventually |
won them over. Bigfoot's momeven
taught me how to make hisfavorite dish,
salmon stuffed with acornsand grubs.

Oncewe made peace with hisfam-
ily, I loaded himinto my pickupand we
headed east to meet mine. Althoughyou
might expect otherwise, this posed no
problem. My mother had reluctantly
concluded along time ago that | would
never get married, so when she heard
that | had found the man... okay, crea-
turel!! ... of my dreams, shewas de-
lighted. Actually, Mom wasso desperate
to see me married, she probably would
have welcomed CharlieManson into the
family.

But she genuinelyliked Bigfoot. |
think it was histable mannersthat did
thetrick. She didn't seem to notice that
he was seven feet tall and covered with
goldenhair. My sister said he wasthe
best looking guy | ever dated!

And so with our families' blessings,
we preceded with our nuptials. The cer-
emony wasasmall, intimate affair con-
ducted by a stoned, new age minister on
the brink of a50foot waterfall in the
Adirondacks. Bigfoot wasso excited...
when the preacher pronounced us
"Thingand Wife" my Big Babylove did
aspectacular hdf gainer right off the
cliff. | followed with a magnificent swan
dive... and we kissed in the pool below.

The honeymoon... aaaahhh, yed!! |t
wasindescribable. And I'm not goingto
describe it either, you perverts! If Julia
Robertsand Lyle L ovett are entitled to
their privacy, so are Bigfoot and |. Be-
sides, the editor of this magazineisa
real prude; hed just water it down. But
| will tell you this, thefeet are not the

Frea Dama
Access |

only things that are big on a Sasquatch!!!

We spent the summer paddling; we
hit rivers all over the country. You might
think that Bigfoot would be a bit con-
spicuous, but we didn't run into any
trouble. Interstate travel ers have come
to expect that any vehiclewith kayaks
onitsroof will haveunusudl... even
downright wierd... occupants. And once
we pulled into any boating town witha
sizable community of raft guides,
Bigfoot looked quiteat home. Waterton,
Albright, Fayetteville, Boone, Banks,
Sdlida.. no problem!

Thingsdid get alittle tensein Aspen
when we stopped to paddle the Roaring
Fork. Some crazy animal rightsactivist
smacked Bigfoot with her purse
(vinyl...not leather). Shethought hisfur
coat had been stripped off somebody
dsal!!

Wel, it's latefall now, and Bigfoot
and | have settled into our secluded S-
erralovenest. Theriversherearer un-
ning really low, so | doubt Il be doing
much boating for awhile. | suppose
that's just aswdll... all things considered.

Y ou remember a couple of yearsago
| told you that | waslooking for some-
onetofather the Perfect Boater Baby.
Wedl, my dream has cometrue. Yes,
Bigfoot and | are expecting. I'm not sure
when thelittle critter is due, but I'm get-
ting really big, reallyfast. | hope | timed
it right; | want to be back on therivers
by March.

I'll keep you posted.

Meanwhile, take heart al you
lonely, unfulfilled paddlers. Listento
Carla If youjust keep searching, some-
how... somewhere, you too mightjust
find that perfect someone... or some-
thing... for youl

Editor's note: Carlaand aBigfoot!
Isthis bestiality? And if it is, which
oneisthe beast????

CyberSurf The RiverWave ms=~= BBS
303-259-3185

Free
Classifieds !

1 i * *

The Only Online Computer Bulletin Board System
Dedicated to the Paddlesport Community 1!

] - *

*k*k

***Free 30-Day Trial Membership
Mugt Respond by 1-31-95
All Lines are 14.4 V.42, PO Box 2741, Durango, Colorado 81302 (Voice)303-258-3184
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Mohawk Can

Exceptional Value, Durability and
since 1964. ..

" WORLD LEADER IN SHORT WHITEWATER PLAYBOATS
DESIGNERS & BUILDERS OF WHITEWATER CANOES SINCE 7977

NEW! WHITEWATER PLAYBOAT

 Paddier, Jerry Creedon

Pmux Verron Hﬁth

MOHAWK'S NEW PROBES, viper-like performance,
yet extremely user friendly. Superb final stability,
dry, agile and quick to accelerate. This is a play-
boat you may never outgrow. The paddlers who
own these boats rave about them.

MOHAWK VIPERS, dry, quick and agile. A real
winner if you can handle the edge.

XL SERIES, dry, stable, user friendly. A Mohawk
Classic.

FACTORY

SPECS: LENGTH BEAM DEPTH WEIGHT IBSE  DWRECT
XL13 133" 30 155"  561bs. 10 $567.00
X14 143 32 5" 155" 60 Ibs. 25 $577.50
XL15 54 155" 65Ibs.  $840 %%8
VIPER11 11'6" 26 25" 158'5"  451bs.  $7% B. 50
VIPER12 126" 27.25" 155" 49bbs. $795

PROBE11 11'8" 28" 15.5 45lbs. $7% $556 50
PROBE 12 1287 M5 155" Sks 5 $556.50

MOHAWK VIPERS,
Winner 1993 Wonrd

I‘i’odeai 1sl‘I 2nd & 3rd

11’ & 12' Probes and
Vipers Factory Direct
$556.50 Each

Whitewater playboats are
available fully outfitted and
ready to paddle. Add $225
(solo) includes: Foam Sad-
dle/Knee Pads/Thigh Straps/
Yakima Foot Braces/Air
Bags and Quick Disconnect
Lacing Kit.

XL15 AND XL74
AVAILABLE
OUTFITTED FOR
TANDEMPADDLING

 Johawk Canoes

,. 963 N. CR 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750

" (407)834-3233, Fax (407)834-0292

Feature For Feature We Meet Or Exceed O

NOVA 1.
has one of
Canoe. The
stability. Th
ness trippin
river whitew

INTREPI

arched and
our canoes.
or carrying
few equals:

SPORT :

stability for
Is available

CHALLE

canoe has ¢
nimble whe
lent canoe f

SOLO 1;
with a tucke
and stern. N
small twisty
moderate W
won't let tt
canoeing: S

MODEL LENGT

CHALLENGER 14°2'
SPORT 14 14
NOVA 16 16
NOVA 17 17
INTREPID16 162’
INTREPID17 17'%

NOVA 16 (4
SPORT 14 u
SOLO 13 13
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