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Don't look back.
There are places where it's just you and the river.
Youve left your deadlines at the put in. Rush hour
gridlock has been replaced with tight drops.
~ The timeclock has given way to splitsecond
_l.-_*. : decisions. Perception can take you there

: hﬁﬁ. If you yeam to get away, call
your Perception dealer today
at 1-B00-KAYAKDS, ext, 107
Amazing river machines
available,

Ask for a free catalog
when you call.
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NEW DUES
STRUCTURE
FOR AVA

Dear AWA Members:

Thegood newsfrom AWA hasbeen pretty obviousover recent months. ThisJournal
keepsgetting fatter and fatter, meatier and meatier, better and better. AWA'sinvolve-
ment i naccess, conservation and safety i ssuesacrossthecountry i sexpandingatarapid
pace, only to be matched by our aspirationsand goalsfor thefuture evidenced in AWA's
ambitious Strategic Plan.

AWA Directorsand Staff areextremely excitedabout thisnew five-year plan. Infact,
we're morethanexcited —we're already scramblingto get thingsunderway and keepto
our timeline. It'sahuge undertakingthat will requiremoreenergy, support, money and
staffing. But confidenceishigh. Webelieveour goalsto bebothrealisticand attai nabl e.

Wealsoknow it will comeasnosurprisethat themorewedo, themoreit costs. This
isafact of life none of usseem able to avoid. Asyou might well imagine, the price of
providing our membership withthe benefitsit deserveshasincreased significantly over
thepastfiveyears. Theexpanded sizeand scopecdf thisfatter, meatier, better AMERICAN
WHITEWATER alone hasmade us dig pretty deep into the AWA pocket.

Soit'stimefor ustolook to you, our members, for alittle help. It'stimetoask youto
share some dof the expenseof AWA's expansion. It'stimefor usto raise AWA's annual
membership dues.

The duesincrease i smodest — $ for individual, family and foreign memberships.
Yetit'simportant to usthat you understand the reasonsfor thisincrease and not regard
itasanarbitrary action. Hencethisletter of explanation.

Thenew ratestructure will gointoeffectimmediately. However, members already
contactedfor renewal (membership code966and lower) may still renew at the199%5rates
stated ontheir notices.

Wethank youfor your understanding. Wethank you for your enthusiastic, contin-
ued support. Welook forward to working with youin yearstocometorealizethefullest
potential for whitewater recreation.

Risa Shimoda Callaway
President

PhyllisB. Horowitz
ExecutiveDirector
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10281 Hwy. 50. Howard. CO 81233
800 255-5784

looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety:
of 19 day o custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of
our excursions through Ilush rain
forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Maryt
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly:
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

Cal for more information and
detailed itineraries.
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River's End - A collection of
bedtime storiesfor paddlersisa
collectiond the best featuresfrom
thelast 10 year'sworth of Ameri-
can Whitewater, the officia journal
o the AWA.

In thisbook youll read talesfrom |

r e at the New, Cheat, Gauley, Meadow,
. - ' Colorado, Snake, Middle Fork and
b0t el eiep el b T Becksy elsawherein North America There
arestoriesthat will make you laugh;
storiesthat will keep you onthe
Ci ﬂ' edge o your seat; storiesthat you

will dream about.
An added bonus: Proceedsfrom
thesale d thisbook will benefit

The best of . AWA’s river conservation and
American accessprograms
To order, fill out the coupon below and send a check or money order for $15, 1
plus $2 shipping and handling, to Bill Sedivy, Big Dog Publications, 1410 !
s itention Country Manor Drive, Logan, Utah, 84321. Please allow about four weeks for !
s R PITEE delivery. Sorry, no credit cards accepted. I
whitewater relal - : I
v oeder call Bill Sedivy ; Number of copies—_=
l s « 801-752-6136. Address:

a Telephone: s re——
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Perception
Wave PFD

e USCG approved
¢ Specially designed

CANOE

H n for paddlers
AHD YAH. e Huge armholes
TﬂURIHG for unrestricted

movement
¢ Angled zipper
for comfortable
and secure fit
® Knife patch
 Variety of color

combinations

OUTFITTERS ¥
DRY BAGS e PFD'S e — (
INFLATABLES -
NEOPRENE CLOTHING
e ACCESSORIES

FLS:
"« BACKPACKING
« FAMILY CAMPING

e RUGGED CLOTHING
& FOOTWEAR

NAME BRANDS AT
THE LOWEST PRICES
CALL OR WRITE FOR
OUR FREE CATALOG
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CHMPMOH .fi;'Jj- perception’

!nrl.!rl::l:.lt.l.ln a
Call 1-800-23%0- .II

KAYAKS & GEAR
Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoe and Kayak Team

W
i
« BLL lﬂ Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 102 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.
O7458-07 ,
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Dear Editor/AWA,

I've been reading with interest the on-
going discussionabout changingthe
river rating system, and whilel don't
claimto measure up to the big names
who have been batting thisissuearound,
| thought | would throw in my two cents
worth. | hopel'm not overchargingany-
one.

Mog o thetalk seemsto resolve
around adoptingsomethingsimilar tothe
climbingscale. Frommy point of view,
adapting the climbingscale confusesthe
systemasmuchasit clarifiesit. All we
knowisthat a50 islessdifficult thana
5.5 but just what exactly doesthat
""point-something” mean? I'm no
climber,and | don't think most boaters
are, 0| carry over no knowledgeor expe
riencefromtheclimbingscale. 1think
boaterswould be better served witha
system devisedfor rivers, not rocks.

It seemsto me boatersare most con-
cerned with changingtherating o rivers
and rapids class |V and above. Most con-
versationsare centered on classV water
becauseall classV’s arenot created
equal, and most peoplestill considera
bonafideclass VI unrunnable.

It's been my experiencethat onceyou |
advanceto running classV water, you
haveagenera idead what to expect, but
thereisstill a broad spectrum of classV
riversand rapids. | agreethat the cur-
rent system could use somefinetuning,
but that fine tuning should beassimple,
objectiveand asuniversal aspossible,
and | also believeweaready have most
o what we need torateriversand rapids
without radically changingthe system.

Most boaters coming up through the
whitewater ranks (mysdlf included) have
learned to rate whitewater from guide-
booksinstead of their own experience,
and therelies part o the problem—too
much subiectiveness. I'm not going to
knock guidebooksbecausethey are valu-
abletools, but they should be considered
guidelines, not gospel's, especially when
it comesto difficult rivers. Havingsaid
that, anP/ guidebook worthits cover price
will includeobjective waysto gaugethe
g_ aty of ariver, namely flow and gra-

lent.

When | read a guidebook's description

ofariver that | havenever paddied, my I

eyesglanceat therating, then settleon
Sir Rt T PeRhaRdTH

water frenzy. | alsofind | can judgethe
author's consistency i nrating rivers by

usi n%those measurementsasareference. I

ThreeclassV riversnear wherel live
serveasagood example: the South Fork

dealin?with aclassV steepcreek or big I
r
I

of the Clearwater, the Secesh, and the
North Fork o the Payette. Grant Amaral
ratesthemall asclassV riversin hisex-
cellent book. 1daho: The Whitewater
State. Heasolistseachriver's gradient,
which rangesfrom 98 feet per mile(fpm)
on the South Clearwater to 111 fpm on the
Secesh, and hevarieshisrating in accor-
dancewiththeflow. All threearerated
consistently, withratingso Iv/v at
around 1,000 cfs, and increasingto v/V+
at higher flows. Thegradient/flow sys
tem workswell for me, but it's not perfect
either. Thenearby East Fork o the
South Fork of the Salmon River isaso
rated V+ abovel, 500cfseventhoughits
67 fpm gradient isslightly morethan half
that of the Secesh's.

Inacaselikethis, alittle moreinfor-
mation would be hel pful (and by the way,
it's providedin Grant’s descriptiondf the
East Fork). However, | admit one prob-
lem with the gradient/flow systemisit
breaks down whenyou apply it anindi-
vidual rapid, instead of asectiond the
river.

Therefore, | fed that aletter designat-
ingthetyped river or rapid would help
clarify, but not overly complicate, the
current system. Mog sectionsd river
and individual rapids could be reason-
ably well defined by afew common
terms, such as continuousci.e., classV-
C), steep (V-S), or pool/drop (V-PD). You
could alsoadd a"T" tosignify exception-
ally technical stretches, and in special
caseswhere undercuts, logs, high water-
falls, or other added hazardsoccur, an
"X" for extreme. Thismethod would give
somedistinction betweenaclassV water-

| fal,ahaf-milecontinuousboulder gar-

den, and an abrupt pool/drop section.

| don't consider this system perfect,
but intheory, it expandsthe current sys
temwith ssmpletermsthat boatersare

| aready familiar with. Nosystem can

perfectly describeevery situation, but as
classV boatingcreepsinto the realm o
the mainstream boating community, a
littlemoreinformativerating system

I N N .-

34 YFALLING
*OFF
WALDEN'S
RIDGE”

Exciting 28-minute action-packed J
Whitewater video featuring i

I Tennessee'snewest and hottestruns!

Only $19-95 Plus $3.00 S&H |

PossuMm CReek PrRoDUCTS

1334 Cloverdale Drive |
Hixson, Tennessee 37343

(423) 877-2302 J'

would help boatersknow what they are
gettingthemselvesinto.

Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

Roger Phillips

McCall, ID

To “A Friend" of Mike
Munn, the Russell Fork

Paddlers, and the
Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiast Society:

| know | may get clobberedfor being
in_sgnsitive, but I think this needsto be
said:

Please reconsider your decisontofas
ten a bronze memorial plaqueto the rock
in the rapid where Mikedied.

If, asyou said the comment at the fu-
neral went, boatingwas Mike's way o
getting closer to natureand to God, then

consider that otherswho will be paddling

5 'I-.
L i
OR Intermediate coribination fafZkayak
tour =awhitewater &. scénic tour of Chile.

Eﬂ.llmhl. CANADA: Raft the famous
Tatshenshifj/Alsek, the rivers of
rs and grizzlies.

| “SPORT INTERNATIONAL
- M3 Street, ‘Whitehomse, Yukon,
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AIRE uses
the latest technology and innovative design to build high

performance craft that are durable, compact,

and self bailing.

" ' ~—  AIRE builds six

models of catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and

two seakayaks in a variety of colors. AIRE leads the way

in the industry and so should you.

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOISE, ID 83703
(208) 344-7506 FAX (800)701-AIRE
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LETTERS

theriver for those reasons may want to
experiencetheriver asit wascreated.
Yousay that Mike would disapproved a
paddling ban on the Russell Fork - how
do you know that he would not al so want
youtoleavetheriver asit waswhen he
paddledit?1t sounds asthough Mike
paddied for similar reasons as many o us
who would liketo experiencetheriver as
it alwayshas been.

TheFist undercut soundslikea dan-
gerousspot. Consider the psychological
effect of your plaguewith the wordsyou
described onfuture rescuersasthey
struggleto saveanother trapped boater
or how the plaguemight affect themim-
mediately after should the rescuefail.

If, asthe plaqueisto say, the memory
d friendsand loved oneswill last for-
ever, then thoseof you whoknew hi m
won't need the plaque. Totherest of us, it
wont mean much other than another re-
minder that you can get chopped on the
river.

Withyour letter appearinginthe
July/August issue, you probably made
the plansand wrotetheletter within a
month or two of the April 23tragedy. It
seemed like asituation whereyou dl|
were wdll in control, a chanceevent oc-
curred, youdidall you cantosaveaclose

AC
D
DA

LD

cool enough

We il

?

P.0. Box
1-B00-58KAYAK

Until last year, only a handful of
boaters had ever experienced
Ecuador's magnificent white-water,
but some things are just too good to
be kept secret, and that's the case
with the rivers of Ecuador. If you
can envision world-class, warm
weather, winter boatinginaremote &
tropical forest environment, at an Ik
dltitude that is high enough and O
to
summertime in Colorado, thel
you have an idea of what tg-hu
expect of the boating in Ecuador.
have the moSt sl sl
affordabletrips to Chile's creeks,
waterfalls, and rivers!
JOIN Ug!

smaLl E
WHRLD
OVEN e a®

262, Howard, CO 81233
1-B00-585.2925

friend, and you couldn't. Theseevents
are harder to understand than thosein
which someonemakesan obviouserror
in judgment, but shit happens. It sounds
likeyour letter wasastart to accepting
this, but, trust me, it takesmoretime
than amonth or two to get your thinking
on how to deal withit completely
straight. After feeling powerlessto have
made a difference, maybe you all need to
do something, but maybethisisn't the
best thing.

Aw1g§esti on: let theideasit for a
while. Talk to boatersthat didn't know
Mikeabout Kour idea. Think about doing
somethingthat keep riversfreeflowing
and wild. Maybethere's family land
where Mike's non-boating friendsand
family can also seethe plague. And
maybe Mikeisstill out on the Russell
Fork and would likeit the way it aways
has been.

Thanksand good luck,
Cabin John,MD

|

fietaaen-gaeT

—Call or write for

High Performance
Canoe and Kayak Paddles.

* Hand crafted fram the finest materids
¢ Cugom ordersfran 9 stylesd blades
» Composite reinforcement options

* Repairs

more information:

2450 Jones Roed
Lenar City, TN 37771

fee like

L

and Kamali ¢
whitewater.
acventurer &

ext. 333

HANTAHALA -ﬂ'll:EDL;lﬂl CENTER

Discover
Nepal’s
Mystique
Jourmey into the heart

of Nepal's natural

beauty and culturs

instructor Mick Wi
leads the way

For more information,
call Acventure

(708) 488-2175

Travel
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PEy Is B. Horowitz, Executive Director

HOTTEST NEW SHORTIE!

Descender

Pete Skinner Barry Tuscano
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Mac Thornton
228-1/2 12th Street £

AWA OFFIGERS
Fresident Risd shimoda
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Secretary: Charlie Walbridge
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|GET REAL WET

Snokest ack Boatworks
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Perception
Horizon Line
Graphite
Paddle

o Graphite dihedral blade
for a stiffer blade with
a lower swing weight

* Redesianed backface
and tip pulls smoothly
through the water

e Custom options
available at no charge:*

* Blade offset

e Asymmetrical blade

e Hiflex™ shaft

whitewater products —

773-5582

1385 Justice Rd,
Central Point OR

Here Locally 15 years

*Boat & Raft Trailers e AlJum Rowing Frames
e Inflatable Boats « Alum Dry Boxes
| Inflatable Rafts ¢ Alum Camp Kitchens___|

Y ==

« Achilles = Momentum = Solar

* Allow extra time

perception®

KAYAKS & GEAR
Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoe and Kayak Team

Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 101 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.
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Were introducing a new B
speciai ISSUe magazine

- The Complete Guide to
Whitewater Paddling

The publishers of Canpe & Kayak
Maga::inra announce the publication

This brand
‘new newsstand-on! y annual is
ﬂam!-ed exclusivelv to the exhilarat-
ing and fast Fortsaf
‘WhlteNater kayaklng raftlng andl

b cover al nspects :}E the wlutewatw
t paddling experience from mild to
ild, written exclusively about the
‘beauty and excitement of running
Tivers.

The single topic of whitewater inter-
“ests so many Canoe & Kayak maga-
‘zine readers. We wanted to prﬁv:rlinz
*this great resource for you to rea o 11
B ooserand Quer. The Outfit 7o
Complete Guide To Whitewater "
. Paddlii.ng will go on-sale on news- H“”h Amerlcn 5 "r'
stands throughout North America =
on:March 12, 1996. Reserve your
copy now, to be sent to you “hot”
EFH:‘I-E' press...or visit your favorite
‘newsstand in the Spring!

Newsstand on-sale date March 12, 1996

LES 5 W i '3 el i il -‘F.“Ilwul
“mail your order hot of f thepressprlor totheon salenewstand date of March 12 1996. For your con-
“venience useyour Visa/MC. Call 1-800MY CANOE (800-692-2663) or (206) 827-6363, FAX (206) 827-1893,
or mail your payment to CANOE & KAYAK MAGAZINE, PO BOX 3146, KIRKLAND, WA 98083.
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The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our missionis to
conserve and restore
America's whitewater
resources and to
enhance opportunities

to enjoy them safely.

The AmericanWhitewater Affiliation
(AWA)isanational organizationwitha
membership consisting o thousands of
individual whitewater boatingenthusi-
asts, and morethan 100local paddling
clubaffiliates.

WEST VIRGINIA’S MOST

COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NEW i GAULEY GORGES

M=

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On U.S. Route 60, Y Mile
East of U.S. 19 Intersection

1-800-950-2585

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acomplete national inventory o
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreats to
thoserivers, publishes informationon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetolocal groups, works with gov-
ernment agenciesand other river users,
and- when necessary--takeslegal action
toprevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: Toassure publicac-
cesstowhitewater rivers pursuant to the
guidelinespublishedinitsofficial Access
Policy, AWA arrangesfor river access
through private lands by negotiationor
purchase, seeksto protect theright o
publicpassageon all rivers and streams
navi? leby kayak or canoe, resistsun-
justified restrictionson government
managed whitewater riversand works
with government agenciesand other
river usersto achievethese gods.

EDUCATION: Through publicationdf
the bi-monthly magazine, and by other
means, AmericanWhitewater,( AWA)
providesinformationand education
about whitewater rivers, boatingsafety,
techniqueand equipment.

OIS

Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoe and Kayak Team
Call 1-800-KAYAK96ext. 103 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.

PURPOSE...... N

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safely, publishesreportson whitewater
accidents, maintainsa uniform national
ranking systemfor whitewater rivers
(thelnternational Scaledr Whitewater
Difficulty)and publishesand dissemi-
natesthe internationally recognized
AWA Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalstoraise
funds for river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in Tennes
see, the Gauley River Festival in Wes
Virginia(thelargest gathering of
whitewater boatersin the nation), the Ar-
kansas River Festival in Colorado, the
Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfidd Festival in Massachusetts.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis
souri non-profit corporation |awsin 1961
and maintainsits principal mailingad-
dressat PO. Bax 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464,
g-)elélt) 6835569, AWA istax exempt under

ion 501(c) (3) o the Internal Revenue

Perception

LC-1

SpraySkirt

e Premium 3mm
neoprene

e Heavy-duty big
rand... extends over
cockpit for increased
abrasion resistance
and adry seal

e Bright webbing
grabloop

B

KAYAKS & GEAR
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Congressional Follies

Warning: thisarticle may betoo political for the average
boater! Thisarticleisthe opinion of an AWA Staff member
and Director. |t isin noway affiliated with therabid and

deeply troubled Ed E. Lyne.

by Susan Scheufele and Rich Hoffman

he new Republican led Congresswasthrust into powerin

part by asurge of free-market, economic pragmatism.

Many of usintheriver conservation community could
embrace many aspectsof thisapproach. Afterall, we have been
advocating for a better use of publicfunds by ending pork bar-
rel water projects since the beginning. We have calledfor accu-
rate cost-benefit analysesfor water projects(e.g. the Animas-La
Plata) and an end to government subsidies(e.g. for small hydro
projectsor for irrigators receiving water far below market
value) and government give-awaysof hard rock minerals(un-
der the1872 Mining Law), an industry which impacts heavily
on the headwaters of whitewater runs.

Unfortunately, it appearsthat the decisions of the new Con
gressarelessinfluenced by free market analysis than influen-
tial businessinterests. Many of our favoriteriversareat stake.
Eminent river conservationist Marc Reisner stated in arecent
N.Y. Timeseditorial that 'to judgefrom their voting behavior,
the House Republicans Great Satan seemsnolonger to bethe
Federal deficit; it istheenvironmental progress achieved dur-
ing thelast Syears."

Here'sthe rundown on someof the actionsthat will impact
whitewater recreation:

1. AnimasLa Plata Water Project

The Animas-LaPlata(ALP)water project will divert 30 cfs
from the Animas River i nthetown of Durango, Colorado, just
upstream of the world famous Santa Rita hole, one of the best
play holesinthe U.S. Andthat's just the beginning. The
project, being built by the Bureau of Reclamationat a cost of
$710 million, will consist of 2 major reservoirs, 7 pumping
plants, and 200 miles of canalsand pipes.

The AWA isopposed to this project for several reasons.

¥ ALP makes no economic sense, returning only 36 centsfor
every dollar invested.

¥ Thereare other, cheaper alternatives.

Y The current project short-shrifts Indian needs, despite the
fact that ALPisbilled asan Indian Water Rights project.

Y It messes with agreat play hole!

In October, Senator Campbell (R-CO.)slipped inarider to
the mammoth Energy and Water Development Appropriations
Bill which would exempt ALPfrom complyingwith federal en-
vironmental laws. A host of pro-river groups (including Colo-
rado Rivers Alliance, National Wildlife Federation, SierraClub
Lega Defense Fund, and the AWA) are gathering support to op-
posethisrider, and let ALP stand or fall onitsown merits.

2. Auburn Dam

Congressman Dooalittlefrom California's Central Valey
plans to introduce legislationfor aflood control dam on the
North and Middle Forksof the American River outside Sacra-
inento, California, which wouldlater be expanded into alarger,
inulti-purpose dam. However, the samelevel of flood protection
could be provided at a substantially lower cost through changes
to existing structures (including Folsom dam and lower Ameri-
ian River levees). Ironically, the major floodingin the
IRosevilleand Rio Lindaareasdf Sacramentolast winter (ama-
jor impetusfor improving flood control) camefrom minor
tributaries of the American which would not be affected by the
new Army Corpsflood control proposals. Sacramento County
would save alot of money by simply stopping devel opersfrom
Ibuilding housesin theflood plain.

If the damiseventually built, the big winnerswill bethelo-
cal developers in Placer County and adjacent countieswho will
get a free new source of water. These countiescan still develop
relatively inexpensive sourcesfor new water, but are reluctant
ito pay for water development because they believethat the fed-
eral government promised them this water two decadesago as
jpart of theoriginal Central Valley Project. Theloserswill be
the state and federal taxpayers, who will be subsidizing a water
supply that thelocal countiesare unwillingto pay for, and boat-
ers’llNho will lose the ClassII-IV runson the North and Middle
Forks.

3. Sdlling off Public Lands

A few Congressmen have plansto liquidate somed our na-
tional parks, give public landsto thestates, and sell public
Landsto industry. Some of the best boating spotsin the country
are on publiclands managed by thefederal government —
many of which Congressishnow preparing to sell or giveaway.
For more information, read the Natural Resource Defense
Fund's July ‘95 report " Selling Our Heritage: Congressional
Plan'sfor Americas Public Lands" (send email to nrdc-
selling@nrdc.orgfor an electronic version, or call them at (212)
727-4511). Also check out the NRDC web page at http://
www.nrdc.org/nrdc/dire/plindex.html based on thereport.

4, Sdlingthe Central Valley Project

Central Valey Congressmen aretryingtofiresalethe
nation's largest irrigation project to itsmain beneficiaries. The
Central Vdley Project (CVP) includes seven bigdams and hun-
dredsdf milesd agueducts, and was built over 40 yearsago at a
cost of $34 hillion. Itssubsidized water issold tofarmersfor as
little as$350 an acrefoot, a subsidy which amounts to hun-
dredsd millionsdf dollarsannually. Thesefarmersare prima-
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rily large corporate agriculture in California.
Thesesamesubsidizedirrigators want to buy the project for
6 million,afraction o itstrueworth. Inananaysisre
quested by Senator Diane Feinstein (CA), the Bank of America
said this million value"isnot designed to establish thefair
market valueof the CVP' and "fallssubstantially below that
which would be generated bv other analytical methods." Ac-
cordingto the San FranciscoChronijcle, other approaches
would result in aprice in therange of $26 billionto$billion.
Senator Feinstein remarks that the schemeismoving too rap-
idly through Congressfor a judiciousdecision-makingprocess:
"With no opportunity for public hearings on the financing ques
tion and no opportunitiesfor the involved partiestoweigh in
on any number of other technical and environmental issues, it
would beatremendous mistakein judgment to push thisthing
through.” But she conceded that the sale might be unstoppable
in Congress, wherethe sale o federal assets has strong appeal .

5. Guttingthe Central Valley Project
Improvement Act (CVPIA)

The Central Valey Project Improvement Act (CVPIA)—
signedintolaw by President Bush in 1992—was oned the most
far-reaching water reform billsever enacted by Congress, re-
ceiving strong bi-partisan support.

Now, agroup o Central Valley Congressmen(Daoodlittle,
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Fazio, Pombo, Radanovich, Thomis, Dooley and Condit) have
introduced HR. 1906, a bill drafted by the Central Valley Project
Water Association(which representsthe contractors who re-
ceivehighly subsidized water from thefederal Central Valey
Project (CVP)). Thishill would decimateall of the CVPIA’s envi-
ronmental benefitsdf restoringrivers, fisheriesand wildlife
refuges(includingthe San Franciscobay/delta), whileat the
sametimeactually increasing subsidiestoaready highly subsi-
dized agribusiness water users.

According to George Miller (D-CA),author o the 1992
CVPA, "Theagribusiness | egidation introduced today isnot a
serious effort to correct allegedflawsin the Central Vdley Im-
provement Act. It's a bald-facedeffort by the subsidized, corpo-
rateirrigatorstorecapturetheir control of 85%d the project's
water. What's wrong” with the CVPA intheir view, isthat the
environment won, the Californiaeconomy won, thetaxpayers
won — and the subsidizedirrigators lost. The Dodlittlebill is
nothing more than their effort to reverse history, at great ex-
fpens_zeto the taxpayersof Americaand theenvironment of Cali-
ornia."

Pleaseask your Congressional representative, your senators
and President Clinton not to support plansto 1. build AnimusLa
Plata, 2. Build Auburn Dam, 3. sell public landsand national
parks, 4. sdll the Central Valley Project, and 5. gut the Central
Valley Project Improvement Act (H.R. 1906). It'sin your bestin-
terest asa taxpayer aswell asa boater!

West

fter yearsd hard
work from the Wes
VirginiaRiversCoa

lition(WVRC) and others, itis

a critical timefor theeffort to
lesignateriversinthe
MonogahdaNational Forest
(MNF) as Wild and Scenic.
Inthesummer, the US
Forest Servicecompletedthe
eligibility study for 12 rivers
inthe MNF. Unfortunately,

the Forest Serviceonly recom:

mended designating 5 of these
riversasWild and Scenic:
Shaver's Fork, Blackwater,
Laurel Fork, South Branch
Potomac, and SenecaCreek.
(Theother riversare: Dry
Fork, Glady Fork, Otter
Creek, Rad Creek, North Fork
South Branch Potomac, Will-
iams, North Fork Cherry.)
Public commentson thedraft

wereaccepted until the begin-
ning d October.

In our comments,the AWA
strongly endorsed the desig-
nationd dl 12 of thestudy
riversfor several reasons:

\‘irginia

Wild

a ” [ en i c

1. Whitewater recreation isa substantial component to West Virginia's
tourist economv. and all 12areoutstanding whitewater rivers!
Theoutdoor recreation industry fuels economicgrowthin a sustainable manner, in con-
trast to the cycles of boom and bust of extractive industries(e.g. coa mining)and their
legacy d expensiveclean up and health coststhat are paid by the taxpayer.

2. Whitewater riversare scarce.
Lessthan1 % of theriver milesin the United Statesoffer good quality whitewater. De
spite having over 20000 milesdf riversand streams, Wes Virginiaonly has protected 93 |
milesd 4 stream segments.

3. Designating theseriverswill helpto preserveand improve water quality and fish habitat.
Wes Virginiasriversserve asthe headwatersto a significant proportiond the East's
population. Designationwill attract fundsfor river restoration.

4. Designationwill not imposeon private property owners.
The Appalachianlandscapehas sustained human popul ationsfor generations. We do
not intend or want to disrupt this pattern of lifeand culture. Moreto the point, we want
to help preserveit. We support federal land acquisition only from willing sellers.

5. Designation would be very cost effective.

Mog of the land is owned already by the Forest Service.

Thesel2riversprovidean
extraordinary diversity o
whitewater experiences.
Someflow through near wil-
dernessareas, whileothers
are near roadsand develop-
ment. Some provide cutting-
edgeexpert whitewater, while
othersare suitablefor fami-
liesand beginners:

Red Creek, Otter Creek,
Seneca Creek and the Upper
Blackwater (from
Blackwater Fallsto junction
with the North Fork) offer ex-
pert quality whitewater,
among the most challenging
inthe US Bdow the
confluencewith the North
Fork, more moderate Class V

American Whitewater

whitewater continueson the
Lower Blackwater. The
Shaver's Fork also hostsdif-
ficult whitewater that isless
intimidating asthe streams
listed above.

ThelLaurel Fork, Dy
Fork and Glady Fork are
spectacularly beautiful Class
II-IV runs, streamsthat offers
solitudeand wilderness. The
Williams Riverisasoan
outstandingClassIV runina
wildernesssetting. The
Smoke Hole Canyon o the
South Branch Potomac and
HopevilleCanyond the
North Fork South Branch
Potomacareverypopul ar
ClassIII runs, offering excel-
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lent learning opportunities
for kayakersand canoes.
North Fork of theCherry is
agood technical ClassIIl
river that currently seesvery
little recreational use.

In conclusion, the12
streams described aboveare
outstanding whitewater runs.
each with their own character
and outstanding features. Al-
though theformal publiccom
ment periodisover, it's not
toolate to expressyour opin-
ion:

Mr. Jim Page

Forest Supervisor
Monongahela National Forest
200 Sycamore Street

Elkins, West Virginia 26241
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In August of 1995, the AWA
joined the West Virginia Riv-
ers Coalition (WVRC)and the
Friends of the Cheat (FOC) at
a ground breaking ceremony
io beginto restore 157 miles of
ihe Cheat River (headwaters
io PA stateline) from the ad-
verse affectsof Acid Mine
Drainage.

TheCheat isaglaringex-
ample of how mining can ad-
rersely affect rivers. Other
nutstanding freeflowing (and
whitewater) rivers, such as
“Wyoming's Y ellowstoneand
‘Wisconsn'sWdf Riversare
threatened by proposals to
start-up new mining opera
:ions.Mining impactson wa
<er quality today comesfrom a
variety of mineral extraction,
including coal, copper, gold
and others.

Phase one of the " River of

Promise" program beginsres-
toration work (and a $200,000

industry commitment) on
Greens Run, atributary of the
Cheat and onriver left at the
Cheat Canyon put-in. Acid
mine drainage has caused aes
thetic damageto the Cheat,
haseliminateditsfishery, de
graded drinking water and
cost millions of dollarsinlost
revenuefrom recreation ac-
tivities such asfishing and
boating.

Thegod o thisprogram is
to restore an environmentally
healthy watershed which pro-
videsdiverse recreational op-
portunities and sustainsvi-
ablelocal economies. Initial
signatoriesin this commit-
ment include: WVRC, FOC,
WV Dept. of Natural Re
sources, Anker Energy Corpo
ration and the US Office of
Surface Mining. For morein-
formation contact WVVRC at
(304) 472002501 FOC at (304)
3793141

Above: Bob Urum, Director of U.S. Office of Surface Mining,
department of the Interior address the crowd.

L_Seated left to right: Dave Bassage, Friends of the Cheat; Mary Pat
Pech, West Virginia River Coalition; Rich Bower, AWA; Dr. Laidley
E. McCoy deputy Director, WV Division of Environmental Protection

Recreational
Equipment,

Inc. Funds

Ancther 3 Yearsof
Grassoots River Grants

1995 marksthe eighth year that REI, Inc. (the Seattle based
outdoor equipment co-op) hasfunded the National Rivers Coa
lition (NRC). Over this period, the NRC has provided nearly
$482,000 in funding for community based citizen groups which
use volunteersand have a direct impact on river conservation
and/or river access. Special emphasisisgivento groups
which represent human-powered outdoor recreation inter-
ests. NRC grantstarget efforts which address: changing state
river policies; hydropower reform; lobbyingfor rivers; river
recreation, and; new strategies (targeted responsesto the
nation's new political realities - see"Inside the Beltway").In
late 1994, two new programswere initiated which provided
fundsfor river accessand for riversin urban areas.

The emphasisof the NRC has been to provide seed grants
for grassrootsriver conservation and access activitiesin
North America, NRC grantsare usually awarded in $1000 in-
crements. This has proven an incredible benefit for rivers—
ineight years, this program has presented 439 grants to 250
organizationsand 18 individuals. Many of these grantswere
awarded to paddlers (and paddling organi zations) working on
conservation and accesson their favoriterivers. Some benefi-
ciariesdf thisprogram include: the OlympicRivers Council
(Elwhaand others, WA); Merrimack Valey Paddlers
(Pemigewasset, NH); Friends of the River (American and
Kern, CA); Colorado Rivers Alliance and Colorado
Whitewater; and New England FLOW.

Dueto changesin RETI's internal grants program, the NRC
was scheduled to be taken in-house after this season (1995).
However, on October 3rd, Rich Bowers(AWA),Pat Munoz
(River Network), and Brooke Drury (Rivers Council of Wash-
ington and AWA Director) traveled to Seattle to meet with
RET’s Environmental Board and to present them with the out-
standing meritsd thisprogram. Theresult — full funding for
the NRCfor another three years.

For riversand river organizations, this meansthe poten-
tial to doublethe number o organizationsfunded to nearly
500(250+ to date, and approximately 80 additional grantseach
year until 1983). If your club or organization would receive an
applicationfor apossible NRC grant, please contact John
Mcgevney at American Rivers (202) 547-6900ext. 3021, or Rich
Bowersat (301) 5899453, Deadlinesfor submittals are April 1,
May 20, August 20, and November 20.

Steering Committee membersfor the NRC include: Ameri-
can Canoe Association, American Rivers, American
Whitewater Affiliation, National Wildlife Federation, River
Federation, River Network, Sierra Club, and the Wilderness
Society.
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Hydropower Reform Coalition (HRC) Hires
New Coordinator

TheHRCisacoalition of national, regional and local river
organi zations seeking to achieve conservation and recreation
improvements at hydropower facilitiesthroughout the United
States.

The Steering Committee for the HRC includes: American
Rivers, American Whitewater Affiliation. Appalachian Moun-
tain Club, Conservation Law Foundation, Michigan Hydro
Relicensing Coadlition, Natural Heritage I nstitute, New England
FLOW, New Y ork Rivers United, Rivers Alliance of Wisconsin,
SierraClub Legal Defense Fund, and Trout Unlimited.

In September, 1995, the HRC hired Steven Rothert as Na
tional Coordinator for thiseffort. Steven was previously are-
search intern with the International Rivers Network where he
evaluated water resource development plansfor the Mekong
River Basin in Southeast Asia. Steven also hasa background as
awatershed planner and asan environmental scientist for the
US EPA in San Francisco. Steven received both his BA and MS
in WildlandsResource Sciencefrom the University of Califor-
nia

b Eapsl Thn

Includes Fins with
Pads & Straps

145

79 with Gauntiets

See Your Paddle Pealer Or Call
205-882-2227

AsaCalifornia native, onedf Steven's passionsissurfing.
The AWA iscurrently working to introduce him to surfing's
Capital areasubstitute — look for Steven to be shredding
Potomac River wavesin the near future. Steven will work out of
the American Rivers officein Washington, DC, he can be
reached at (202) 547-6900 ext. 3026.

Forest Service Hydro Proposal

Inthe July/August Journal AWA staff alerted readerstothe
US Forest Service (USFS) Notice of Proposed Policy and Proce-
duresfor Hydropower Applications. It hastaken AWA staff sev-
eral monthsto wadethrough thistome, and to even beginto un-
derstand what it may mean for whitewater boaters.

What it meansisthat, recognizing that the USFSisshort of
manpower, funding and expertise in hydropower, the USFSis
willingtosurrender dl o itsauthority to protect and conserve
riversinour National Foreststothe FERC. Acquiescingitsau-
thority to an agency which, historically, hasrecognizedriver
valuesand the public good almost entirely intermsof asingle
goal — power production.

Ll ADNAAREL e

Call or fax ordersto (706) 654-2725.

HARDCORE! -~

Whitewater Videos
from

Gentry Video Productions >*

Vertical Addiction - NEW! A look a the addiction to
whitewater through the eyes of expert cresk boaters. Features
‘three cresksfalling a between 600 and 800 feet per mile.
Kayaksand canoes. 45 minutes.............. $26.95.

PLUNGE! - Fantastic paddling on some of the South'smost
extreme steep creeks. FeaturesLittle River Canyon, Bear
Cre, Cullasaja, and Horsgpagture. Also, 50 foot Little River
Canyon Falls. Kayaks. 45 minutes............ $26.95.

~

cﬁm B

Southern Fried Creekin' - Aclassic. Explore someof the
wildest creekin' in the South with some of the country'shest
paddlers Features Watauga, Horsepasture, Overflow. and
Mysery Cresk with 50-ft Coon Dog Falls. 45 minutes. $26.95

Green Summer = Steep creekin' on the Narrowsdf the
Green. 500 fpm! 20 minutes...................... $21.95.

Send the price indicated plus $3 shipping to: Gentry Video
Productions, 646 Dexr Cresk Trail, Hoschton, GA 30548.
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Evenmoreincredible, the USFSal so wantsto relinquish to
FERC itsauthority to manage and protect the publicright toen-
%oy and experienceriversin Nationa Forests. Thisis bad news

or both boatersand other river conservationists, since FERC
knowsal most nothing about managing National Forest land.

If enacted, this policy change could open up all whitewater
riverson USFS |and (including numerous wildernessrivers) to
new dams, and could jeopardize 96 designated componentsar
the National Wild and Scenic RiversSystem (some4,316river
miles). It may well trash completed eval uations on another 1600
additional river segments(750df these aredigiblefor future
Wild and Scenicprotection).

In AWA'scommentswe stated that weare “not pleased that
such animportant guardian o river resourcesis now seeking
to" greasethe skids" for devel opersto dam and dewater out-
standing rivers within our National Forests", and that "hydro-
power damsdo not fit with wildernessor wildernessvalues."

I;(‘)Iragopi esdf AWA's comments, contact Rich Bowersat (301)

Pit River (CA)

The AWA's requested whitewater study on Californias Pit
river wascompletely sandbagged by Mother Naturethis sum-
mer. A combinationdf high water in the winter and spring, and
adrasticdrop off inearly summer caused the test consultant
and boatersto missagood portion of the targeted flows(basi-
cally we got both ends but no middleflows). FERC has granted
an extensionto study additional flows next spring. However, if
nature again resists, PG&E isnow required to offer assistance
in theformof controlledflow
releases. For moreinformation.
contact Rich Bowersat (301)

Can Creek

(WA

Inthe May/June Journal,
AWA expressed concernover
the number of preliminary hy-
dro permitsnow existingon
riversand creeksin the South-
west Washington State. In No-
vember, AWA, RiversCouncil
o Washingtonand othersinter-
vened in yet another attempt to
dam the headwaters— this
timefor a 7.5 megawatt project
on Fly Creek, atiny tributary of
Canyon Creek.

hispreliminary permitis
being sought by the original
holder o the permit for Canyon
Creek. Theapplicant may be
seekingto eventually combine
both permitsinto asingleli-
censeapplication. If you would
likean updateon thisissue, or
if you haveinformationon Fly
Creek’s whitewater or fishing
attributes, please contact
BrookeDrury at RiversCouncil
o Washington(206) 2834988,

A

DON
CREEK W1

When you're caught on the water|
with a medical emergency you
can depend on Adventure
Medical Kits. Adapting

E.R. techniques to outdoor
medicine is the unique specialty
of Dr. EricA. Weliss, the leading
authority on modem wilderness
medicine. Dr. Weiss, an avid paddler,
isthe Associate Director of Trauma
and Emergency Medicineat Stanford 2

In September, AWA fileda
formal request with the Mary-
land DNR for annual
whitewater releaseson the
SavageRiver in Maryland.
Requested were two weekends
d scheduled and announced
annual releasesin June, with
releaseflowsfor recreationa
boating between 600 and 800
cfs or above. For 199, these
weekendswould be June 22-
23rd, and June 29-30th.

Inaddition, AWA hasre-
guested that the US Army
Corpsd Engineersbetter
managefall drawdownsand

ring rel easesto providead-
itional whitewater recre-
ation on the Savage, based on
water availability.
Whitewater recreation isa
project purposed the Savage
River dam, but there have

T GET CAUGHT UP

AWA Seeks Annual Releases
on Maryland’s Savage Riier

been no scheduled or an-
nounced rel easessince1990.
Finally, AWA requested
that Maryland, dong withthe
Corpsand other Management
Group members, preparea
comprehensivewater budget
analysis which would alow
the Corpsto managethe dam
for all project purposes, in-
cludingwhitewater. AWA has
offered to undertake thiswe
ter budget if necessary.
Thisrequest comesafter
two meetingsd the Savage
River Management Group, of
which the AWA isa member.
Inthe April 1995 meeting,
AWA presented a draft copy of
our request for releasestothe
Management Group. For more
information, call Rich Bowers
k(300 ) SEG-G453

THOUT IT

-—-—;'}
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University Medical Center and a
Board Memher of the Wilderness
Medical Society. Hisextensive
medical knowledge and techniques
have revolutionized medical kits
for kayakers, canoeists and other
adventure sport enthusiasts.

CALL 1-800-324-35
FOR FREE CATALOG
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Verboten Hairboatin’

aka forbidden hoating

These notes are designed to give an overview of access issues and
AWA's efforts from around the country. Please call or write AWA’s
Access Program if you have information about access to whitewater
rivers:

Rich Hoffman

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910

(301) 589-9453

(307)589-6121 (fax)

e.mail: 76435.731@compuserve.com

Uncompahgre, mi

compadre!

by Rich Hoffman

We hadn't really planned to run the UncompahgreRiver.
Nor, to be honest, did | really even want to. Wewere just en
routefrom the Numbersd the Arkansas to Durango, Colo-
rado and the Animas River.

But thereit s, bloated from runoff and yellow from mine
drainage, right alongside the highway! Aseasterners, we
were still getting accustomed to the hydrology of the
Rockies. Inthe Appal achians, we need rain and dormant
vegetation that won't soak it all upfor our creeks. That
usually dictates latefall, winter and early spring as creek
season. How could it bethat on July 10 with tempera-
turesinthe 90s that thisstream was so high?

Just outside the town o Ouray, we pull off theroad
beside a sign announcing the Uncompahgre National Forest.
There, according to the excellent new ee?<Ui debook to Colorado
whitewater (Colorado Riversand Creeks by GordonBanks and
Dave Eckardt) wasthe crux rapid of therun, described asa
"twisting, rock and timber studded drop." At the 2000 cfsthe
river isflowing, thereare nolonger any visible rocksor wood,
but therapidisstill pretty kinky. ClassIV+.

Aswelook therapid over, | have thevilerevelation that this
isexactly thekind of run that appeals to my boating partner,
Crai%Gunderson. Craig's favoriteruns are short piecesof road-
side hair, preferably with someindustrial wreckage thrown in.
Nothing toolong or scenic; nothing toofar from the nearest bar.
In New Hampshire, hisfavoriterun flowsover three broken
damsand ﬁast several actively discharging factories. It's ates-
tament to his perversion that to thisday he claims that Massa
chusetts harborsworld classwhitewater.

Sowe're offto the put-in which isright inthetown of Ouray.
Wefind a promising looking bridge just below the box canyon
and get ready to put on. Just aswe're shouldering our boats, |
catch apolicecar out of the corner of my eye. Weturn around
tofindacity policeman monitoring our behavior from the front
seat of thecar. Thinkingthat he may be concerned about our
welfare, I introduce mysdf and ask him if we're doing anything
wrong. "If you get onthat river, I'm goingtoarrest you," he
says. Afterabrief discussion, wefind out that the city of Ouray
has" closed" theriver toall floating i n the town, under author-

Uncompahgre. Middle: Busted! Rich Hoffman and craig Anderson
talk with County Police on the Uncompahgre. Bottom: Frustrated on

1_the Uncompahgre...No Access. Photos by Sandy Springer

e ———
_|_ity granted by a Colorado boating statute. However,thereare

rosignsindicating thisriver closure.
Being new i n town, and wanting to surf rather than make
waves, we decideto drive downstream a bit and put
injust above thecrux rapid. Unload boats.
= FPutont elmet and lifejacket.
ut of the eddy....whew,

thisriver isrealy
kicking! Alot faster
than it [ookedfrom
theroad. Not very
technical, but very con-
tinuous. Noeddies.
Lotsdf blind twistsand
turns. Small sticky
holes. And there, just
ahead onriver right isthe
eddy abovethe crux rapid.
Catchit high. Might bea
good timeto actually be
serious about scouting.
Craigand | pull off
our skirtsand hoist our-
selvesup fromtheriver.
Uh-Oh. Two cops(county
policethistime) are walk-
ing agitatedly on the
shoulder of the road.
Again, weintroduce our-
selvesand ask if we're do-
ing something illegal. And
wediscover that thisstretch
of river, too, isclosed to
boating under state boating
statutes. Hecites
CRS 3310-111asthe
statute that allowslocal

authoritiesto closeriv-
ersthat are deemed un-
safe. Again, therewereno
signsalongtheriver or at
the put-in that announced
thisclosure.
| cantell Craigisdejected,
even | amalittle disappointed
forced off thistrashy run. Al-
though it seems odd that the riskiest thing we've
doneall day i sto scout arapid. Afterafinal glanceat the
roaring Uncompahgre, weload our boatsand drive off in search
of legal waters.

Later thissummer, a local boater from Mancosiscited and
fined for boating thissame stretch of river. After some phone
callsand research, | locateC.R.S. 3313111 and discover that the
Uncompahgreriver closuredoesnot fit with the intention of the
Statute.

C.R.S.3313111 states that authorities have theright o pro-
hibit " theoperation of vessels..when such operation constitutes
or may constitute a hazard to human lifeor safety.” However,
thestatute isspecific that " 'vessel' shall not include white wa-
ter canoes and kayaks.”

In addition, Regulation #217 of the state boating code states
that for a userestriction, officers need to" prominentlypost signs
at all commonly used boating andfloatingaccesssitesalong the
closed section.”

AWA iscurrently working with local boatersand authorities
to straighten out thismatter. Pleasegive usa call if you would
like a copy of any of thedocumentsreferencedabove. | wish | had
had a copy on the Uncompahgre!

an @
with being

American Whitewater v November | December 1995



Boating in Yellowstone has been
banned since 1950, a decision made
to protect fisheries from anglersin
boats. This decision was reaffirmed
in 1986 by a Park Service study that
attemptedto gauge the impacts that
whitewater boating may have on the
Park.

AWA’s basic position on this is-
sue is that boaters have not been
given equitable treatment among
other activities in the Park. For ex-
ample, hiking, fishing, horseback
riding or cross country skiing in the
Park—all uses which bring people
into the backcountry —are allowed in
Yellowstone. While there are limita-
tions and rules for these uses, none
are banned outright.

In addition, the Park allows many
forms of motorized uses which have
much greater impact on the
Yellowstoneecosystem than

whitewater boating. For example, the™]

Park is swarmed by snowmobiles in
the winter, an activity that the Park
spends millions of dollars in manag-
ing. Motorboat use on Yellowstone
Lake is also extremely popular. Not
to mention the hundreds of thou-
sands of automobiles and RY’s on
Yellowstone's paved roads.

In light of the already high level &f
human activity in Yellowstone, Park
Service management staff has stated
that they are more inclined to cut
back on use, rather than to introductt
a new activity such as whitewater
boating. However, the AWA believes
that limitations on use should be
shared among all non-consumptive,
low impact activities, rather than
have a complete exclusion of a par-
ticular activity — in this case,
whitewater boating.

Yellowstone National Park is our
premier park, dedicated “for the Ben-
efit and Enjoyment of the People.”
We believe that allowing whitewater
boating at selected areas during se-
lected times is compatible with the
sustainable managementof the Park”

~| Park. Toaccomplish
T this, AWA isseekingto

[T | B e~ |
Both Photos above: Yellowstone
“|"River, Black Canyon,

Description: access
points, length, difficulty, spe-
cial features (ex: the Firehole
River hasfragile, prehistoric

geothermal features).
I'sthisstretch appropri-

_ate for whitewater

recreation?

other usesof thisNational

openacrosssectionof _
streamsin

Y ellowstonethat are
suitablefor
whitewater recre-
ation, ranging from
backcountry to i
roadside, and from
Classll to Class

We hopeto
submit a pro-
posal to Super-
intendent Finley be-
forethe Christmas Holidays. e
Inorder to developa well-

accounting of the
different river segments iri the
Park and related 15sues that
ared interest to boaters.
Hereare aseries of questions
fo guide response. Flansis
respond {0 the fo||gWiNg ques-

tionsin your own words.

consequencesd whitewater
boating on thisstretch? What
timedf year should the seg-
mentsd theriver be open
(taking info account water
levels, wildlife, etc.)? Would
overnight camping be appro-
priatefor thisstretch, or
should boating belimited to
day

by Guy Erb

sraeanonssy. NAME OF RIVER SEGMENT:

issue, weareac

ivel liciti -
ments from gggters%
boating in Yellowstone. Our
goal is #6 have whitewater

boating treated equally with

How can whitewater
boating be managed inan
efficient and cost-effective
manner? What rules or regu-
lations would protect there-
source while beingfair to

_whitewater boaters? Would a

parmit svstam b affectivel LF

so, how should it be set up?

If rescueisnecessary,
how shouldit be
set up? Should boat-

ersberequired to
have insurance or to
post bonds, or should
the Park Service bear
thecost of rescue, aser-

_vice provided to other

wisitors?

Especially helpdol
would be responses to spe-
_cific concernsfrom Park

fiPHERTS it l

what will bethe impacts
from whitewater boating to
backcountry wilderness, such
aswildlifeand riparian areas;
how will the Park Serviceef-
fectively manage whitewater
boating; in particular, how
can they distinguish between
commercial vs. private use.

Send your responsesto the

AWA Conservation and Ac
cess Office.
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Alpine Canyon of the Snake, WY

AWA submitted comments i n September tothe U.S. Forest
Service's plansfor the management of the Snake River by Jack-
son Hole, Wyoming. The8mile, ClassIII AlpineCanyonisan
extremely important resource for thelocal and regional boating
community, theonly ClassIII whitewater within afive hour
drive of Salt Lake City after the spring run-off. Thelaissesz-
faire management of the Snake hastraditionally allowed boat-
ersto beflexibleand to plan tripsthere spontaneously.

Thecritical issueistheamount and type (i.e. commercial vs.
non-commercial) of usersthat should be allowedto float
through the canyon during the peak season (July-Sept.) and
how best to managethisuse. The USFSpreferred alternativeis
tolimit useto 160 commercial boats per day (weekendand
weekday),and to limit private boatsto 100 boats per day during
the week and 340 boats per day on the weekend. The Forest Ser-
vice plansto dothisviaariver ticket system which will specify
atimeto put on.

AWA submitted comments i n September and made thefol-
lowing points:

Private boaters should not beregulated as stringently as
commercial boaters because we make up a much smaller per-
centage of use. Commercial use accountsfor 65%d the boats
that float through Alpine Canyon and 75% of the people,total-
ing 120,000 user daysin comparison to 30,000 non-commercial
user days.

The Forest Service should count boatsand not headsin set-
ting quotas. Counting boatsallowscommercial raft customers
to have better access to a public resource than private boaters.
For example, considering that commercial raftscan carry as
many as 10 or 12 people, on aweekendin July and August, there
can be approximately only 340 private boaters (340 boats x 1 per-
son/boat) on the river while there can be up to 1600 commercial
raft customers (160 boats x 10 people/boat).

AWA supports experimentingwith new all ocation schemes
that will better balance between commercial and non-commer-
cial use. Toour knowledge, alternative permitting systems
have never beenfully tested, whereas thefixed allocation sys-
tem has produced unfair results on many rivers(e.g. Grand
Canyon d the Colorado River, Middle Fork of the Salmon,
Rogue, Sellway).

If youwould like a copy of AWA’s comments, pleasecall or
write to our Conservation and Access Office. Tocomment on
the Forest Service plan, send your commentsto:

Ms. LindaMerigliano
Jackson Ranger District
P.O. Box 1639
Jackson, WY 83001

Salt River, Arizona

AWA iscurrently working on submitting commentsto the
Forest Serviceregarding permitstothe Salt River in Arizona.
If you haveany information or comments, please contact our
Conservation and AccessOffice.

Navigability in Colorado

AWA isstarting a project to clarify and strengthen theright
of downstream passage on Colorado'sriversand streams. Pos
sible optionsinclude hel ping to affirm a1983 opinion by the At-
torney General about what constitutes a trespass, and hel ping
to defend boaters who are charged with trespassing for floating
on streamsthat flow through private property. Please seeour
upcoming Jan/Feb '9%6 issuefor afeature story on thiseffort.

Presents

Whitewater Dancer Il

Thisvideohasitall! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds. Rodeos,
Hotwave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa
John Creech! HI-FI stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertainingand informative. Of specialinterestto clubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Flstereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive. Collinsville, CT 06022. 203/693-8750

RIVERS OF THEWORLD

FALD §lE=821=1453 E=Mallishootersfapldar.lloyd.com

Rapid Shoolevrs

(EELR LYNRCALENDAR

ElTef [mapsi ITon ATsubld Lhe Wafld 1¥rl Cadehdat

12 months of Claseic -
full color images of rivers,
rafting, and kayaking.

Theperfectgiftfor your
of fice=bound river lover.

Just11.95 plus shipping
To Order Gil | :

800.4.RAPIDS
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by Ed E. Lyne

An eight-laneinterstate highway
(knownasthe “beltway”)encircles
thenation’scapital likeamonstrous
snake,separatingthe noxious
infernoofpoliticsfromtherestof

the nation. The populacepeersin
withanattitudeofbewildered
dismay.Meanwhile,politicians,
bureaucrats, T.V.newscasters,
lobbyists,lawyers, thieves,
reporters,muggers,government
contractors,drugaddicts,andspies
formacacophonousTower of
Babel. Atthecenter,grippinghis
new ContractwithAmericalikethe
Sword of Gehghis Khan,Newt
Gingrich, newlyenthroned Speaker
oftheHouse,announcesagradiose
strategytotransformthe planet.
Undetrred by this horrificscene,
alertwhitewaterboaters trapped
deepinsidethe beltway,carefully
filterthe pandemoniumtoreporton
anythingandeverythingaffecting
whitewaterrivers.

Finally...... GOOD NEWS
from Inside the Beltway!!

Yes itstrue. Don't believeall that depressing garbage
you read i n the newspapers and seeon TV about Newt
Gingrichand hisorphanages.

Don't even believeall thealarmist ChickenLittlelies
you read in thiscolumn earlier inthe year.

The smoke hasfinally cleared from around the Capi-
tol. Now that Jerry Garcia's funeral, the OJtrial and the
Gauley Festival are over, AWA’s political punditsare
freeto check out eventsin Congress.

Qur experts have carefully scanned all pending legis-
lation, using state-of -the-art software provided by com-
puter wizards (akanerds) in Silicon Valley California.
The search used the most sophisticated technology
known to man. Propeller headslooked through the en-
tiredatabase of recent Federal legidation to find any-
thing and everything that directly impacts whitewater
boating.

Theresultsare now in!!

Search Result: Almost no recent Federal legislation
directly attackswhitewater boaters, and afew boaters
will benefit bigtime.

Accordingto the computer, only the Auburn Dam and
the AnimasLaPlata project are directly intended to de-
stroy whitewater rivers. These million dollar boon-
dogglesare economicand recreational catastrophes, but
no other pending billsactually target whitewater for
comoleteand total obliteration.

Here arethe computer'sfindingsina nutshell: If you
are NOT pregnant, a black, Hispanic, or other minority
individual, an illegal immigrant, tree hugging
environmeddler, welfare mother or child of awelfare
mother, aresident of Appalachia, a present or possibly
future Medicaidrecipient or Medicarerecipient or a
relative thereof, a health care provider, an endangered
species, a Federal employeeor former federal employee,
a user of electric power inthe southeast, west or south-
west, a collegestudent or parent of any o theforegoing,
an elderly, sick, or disabled individual, ascientistina
Federally supported |ab, aretired person or arelative
thereof, an employed taxpayer with earned incomeor
the spouse thereof, a user of national forest landsor Bu-
reau of Land Management lands, or a person who boats
in Nationa Parks...... youareIN THE CLEAR.

No worries mete!!! None of therecent Federal legisla
tive changes will screw you. They will all screw someone
else (i.e. those named above). :

And if —in your non-boating life--you areintorais-
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Good N ews from I

nside t he Beltway

ing minks, mining for gold, cutting timber, grazing cattle on
Federal lands, running aski resort i n anational forest, building
prisons, B2 bombers, or Sea Waf submarines, dumping hazard-
ouswaste or insuring hazardous waste dumpers, you could
very well bein FAT CITY.
After all thefear andloathing, thisshould comeasone Hel

o arelief tousall. _ o

If you want the gory detailsof howa | the recent activity in-
sidethe beltway might affect your boatingopportunities, read
on. If not—stop now and havea beer!! The Gory Detalls:

MINK FARMING

Mink farmers are the bigwinners. AWA’s computer geeks
found that several Utah boatersare aso mink farmers. The
mink raising boatersarein the pink, so to speak. Congress
voted to continuetheir $2,000,000 Federal subsidiesfor another
year at least. That's $133,000to $200,000per mink farmer.
$200000will buy alot o Jim Snyder paddles.

Bottomline: a plusfor Utah boatersengagedin mink farm-
ing.

PUBLIC LAND GIVEAWAYS

House and Senate billsare both pending to transfer Bureau
d Land Managementlands, and in some casesnational forest
and national park lands, to the States. For free! Statesare ex-
pec']tc_ed to sell these landsto the highest bidder and turn atidy
profit.

BLM Lands

Companion billsintroduced by Senator Craig Thomas (R-
Wyo) in the Senate (S1031) and by Congressman Jim Hansenin
the House (H.R. 2032) would allow any Stateto take over owner-
shi rp d all BLM lands within the State's boundaries, and then
sell them off to the highest bidder. Neither bill containsprovi-
sionsto protect existing publicrights o accesstoriversor
other recreational resources.

National Park Lands

South Dakota Governor, William Janklow (R), has asked In-
terior Secretary, Bruce Babbit, to transfer four national parks,
includingMount Rushmore and the Badlands, to him freedf
chargeimmediately. Evidently, Janklow hasan offer from
Michael Eisner (President of Disney) to buy all four parksas
soon as South Dakotagetstitle from the National Park Service.
Yet another national park bill would call for areview d the na
tional parksto determine which onesshould be closed and
eliminatedfrom th(z?/stem. Apparently somewestern parks
have becomeinfested with wolves, bears, and mountain lions—
d| of which posea threat to domesticpetsbrought into the
parksby tourists. Theonly way to protect these petsistoo close
down the parks. Saled these unitsto the highest bidder will
also helpreducethe deficit. Itsatwofor onedeal!

Bottomline: Thegiveaway of BLM, National Forest, and
Park ServicelLandscould result in some publicland becoming
private and closed to the public.

DAM SALES

Both House and Senate budget " reconciliation™ bills(budget
bills) contain provisionsto makesome dough for the Federal
Treasury by selling off Federal dams.

Thisisto pay for "tax breaksfor therich" according to Bill
and Hillary or to reducethe deficit accordingto Newt. All Corps
o EngineersDamsin the Southeast that produceel ectric power
are covered. Some versionsalso sell off dl the Bureau o Reclar
mation Damsand Corpsdamsin the southwest and west, in-
cluding Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado. If these damsget

into private hands, no telling what will happento the
whitewater rel eases downstream.

Bottom line: a question mark for boaters becausethe sales
could causethelossdf whitewater at some dams.

PARK FEES

All thefiscal 1996 budget and appropriation billscontain
language designed to increase entrance feesin national parks.
Someal so apply to national forest areasaswell.

According to House Resources subcommittee Chairman,
Jim Hansen (R-Utah)"we are subsidizingrecreation users" to
thetune of &L billion per year. Recreationusers now pay only
10% o what it costsfederal agenciesto administer outdoor pro-
grams. It'sa" sweetheart deal™” said Hansen.

Hansen wantsto up the visitor feestoat least 75%d the
cost o runningthe parks. The Park Servicesaysthiswould
causenational park entrancefeesto triple. (Republicansand
Democratsdiffer on the math of course.)

Meanwhile, a dedl isin the worksto give" awider range o
options" toraft companiesand other businesseswith conces:
sion contracts i n the national parks. Three billsare now under
consideration: S104, HR. 773 and HR2028. Thesehillsared|
part of aneffort to"reform’ thefederal concessionspolicy. The
object isto make surethat no existing businessesoperating on
federal landswill haveto compete with another businessto
maintain their monopoly. HR. 228 would help concession-
holdersout even more by allowing them to take over ownership
d the publiclandsthey use.

Bottomline: A minusfor boaters. Feesto get into parksand
forestsare going up...probably alot. Thiscould make camping,
and some river accessareas, very very expensive. Concession-
aires may ending up owningvarious national park and forest
areashand charging even more or excluding private boatersal-
together.

WATER POLLUTION
Massivechangesin the Clean Water Act arein progressin
both the House and Senate. The House has already passed a bill
H.R. 961) torepeal Clean Water Ad storm water provisions
theonesthat keep dog doo doo out of theriver) and to cut out
undingfor Statewater treatment facilities.
Bottomline: a minusfor boaters becausepollutionin the
rivers could causeear infections.

CUTSIN RIVER ACCESS MONEY

Appropriationshbillsnow pending before Congresselimi-
natefunding to Statesto acquire recreational accesssites, in-
cludingriver access. Thesamebillsterminate fundingfor fed-
eral agenciesto buy any lands other than emergency acquisi-
tions. Thetotal cutback inland acquisition moneysis 78%
(from$235millionto $61 million).

This meansthat no money will beavailablefor buyingcriti-
cal river accesslands, like the put in on the Numberssection of
the Arkansas, or the put infor the White Sdmon in Washing-
ton.

Bottomline: aminusfor boaters becausethefederal agen-
cieswill have nomoney to buy river accesslandsthat owners
areanxiousto sll.

MONEY FOR MORE COPS
The Senateand House have both been on the warpath
against Clinton's proposal to givemoney tocitiestoincrease
policeon the best. If thismoney is cut, more boatsare going to
gt stolen, and there wont be any copsto get them back.
Bottomline: A minusfor boaters. Congressional effortsto

| cut the copscould result in more boat theft.
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AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 beek/$7 disk ($2.90 postage)
*Revi sed listingdf every whitewater river
nationwide
*River mapsfordl USrivers
* | ncludes mileage, access points, ratings
TheRiversof Chile
By LarsHolbek, $5 ($1 postage)
* A guideto morethan 20 Chileanrivers

It's not how good you paddle... i's how good you look!

Completeyourwhitewater library withan AWA publication

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
Guideto Hydropower

ByJohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard
Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90
postage)

¢ A study o whitewater'smost seriousthreat

AWA Safety Codes
1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 §.15

eThe original criteriad boatingsafety
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How equipped is your kayak?

Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving
deepll))/ at the bottom of steep drops. Enables
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives
you time to adjust for the next crucial move.
Helps you ride over the top of that big hole.

Bow buoyancy is a function of both volume
and shape. Dagger desi%ners pay a lot of
attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A
cruising boat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs
less. Extensive computer modeling and on-
the-water testing help us determine the
optimum amount of bow buoyancy for each
of our models. Want to know more? Our
catalog is free, our new video is $5.

P. OBox 1500
Harriman, TN 37748
6l 5-882-0404
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Lies!!!!Lies!!!!Lies

t is & eclentific fact: whitewater boat

&rs are a pack of Lars!

O courss, Wi all knew this intu-
Etively, but it's another thing to have sck-
entifle proof.

I thought | was & class ¥ liar myself, |
thought I was Pinoochio in a kayak. Bast
that was all just ego Inflation. My balloon
has now really been popped. The boating
world ks full of lars way more inventlve
than [ could ever be. People like Ricky
Rodriguez, from Virginia, for example,
s lies more astounding than anything 1
have ever dreamed of. And, #ven more in-
credible, they work!

How did [ make this disgoyver
Through acarefully con-
trolledscientificexperi-
ment.

Last July, | posted a
survey ontheInternet in
the newsgroup
“rec.boats.paddle”, popu-
lated by whitewater types
who areal so computer
junkies.

Thesurvey question
wasasfollows

"AWA BIGLIE UR
VEY. It has been asserted
that whitewater boaters
and raft guidesare bigli-
ars. Thismay betrueor it
may beabiglie. Tomakea
proveor disprovethisas
sertion, | amlookingfor
the biggest liesfrequently
told by individualsin these
groups. Pleasesend me
your biggestlies."

Now, after several
monthsdf sorting through
lies, thecompletesurvey |
resultsarein. Andthey are
astonishing!

‘Basad on personal ex-
perience, | expectedthat
most boater lieswould be
used on wives, husbands,
or other live-incompan-
ions.

Thesurvey results
stunned mel Boatersarely-
ing to just about everyone,
but most liesareactualy ™

used on boating partners. Thirty-two (32)

superior liesareavailablefor useon
boating partnersand only six (6) not very
believableonesare availablefor useon
wives, husbands, or other live-in compan-
ions.

Seven (7) genericliesare availableto
boatersto be used against virtually any-
onewhowill listen. Many readers will be
disappointed, however, tolearn that only
four (4) liesareavailablefor use against
good | ooking women (or men, in the case
o women boaters) met on theriver. And
most of these will only work for raft
g#idkes Statigtically, thissaysalot....|
think.

! ' Lies!!!Lie: BEs!!!!Lies!!!!Lies!!!!
All of these Lies are avallabile fior ase

= \AAj
Lies!!!

[ :H“;HL;::#IT“E: m. Is1.n: r-;'lﬂ{'r whi
lLies poods them. N aro copy ight pro-””

ing community can probably pick up s
fow new liss from the AWA Big Lie Sur.
Vey,

Here is the breakdown of boater lies
by category:

LIES BOATERS TELL TO
WIVES, HUSBANDS, OR

YOU LIAR!!! Y oTHER LIVEIN

COMPANIONS.

1 Thereisnosuch word as
"shuttle bunny". Idon't
know whereyou heard that
term, sweetheart.
2.Ipromise I'll never call
you a shuttle bunny.
3.Sweetheart, I swear | will
be homeintime for dinner.
4.My new boat is PERFECT.
I'll be happy with it forever.
5.Dear, therearea LOT of
things for youtodointhe
area whilel'm paddling.
6.0f coursel havetogo; I'm
the only onewho knowsthe
REiEriver/Tines.

| LIES
FREQUENTLY
TOLDTO
BOATING
PARTNERS

1.It’s only classIII; you can

doit— no problem.

2.Don’t worry, the take out

iseasy!

3.Don’t worry | know the

route.

4.1 meant todo that!!!

5.I havea bombproof roll.

6.No. Nothing isleftinthe

car. It'sall inthe boat. |

checked.

7.Don’t worry, that hole

won't hold you.

8.You can portageall the big drops.

9.Just follow meand you'll be fine.

10.20 miles, only one portage, a couple Vs,
well be donebeforedark 3-hours MAX

How to tell if a _
h 'I' I . Ht H]iussd rf(c))g ow Mg, itsclean down below
Oaier IS |Y'"E--- 12.[If listener hasn't paddled thisone]:Tt’s

- e huge, solid classV. fIf listener has
thEII’ |||]5 arE pa?jdledthisone]:There‘snothing
= hardeL thalr_l i onhi_t. der Movetoth
13.Use theseliesIn thisorder. Moveto the
muull “g' next lie when suspicionsar earoused.

We're about half-way.About 2 moremiles.
Thetakeout should bearound the next
bend.

14.This isthe best boat you can buy.
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Lies!!lILies!!!ILies!!!ILies!IITLies!!!!Lies!!!ILies!TITLies!I!!

15.I paddled with [ Nolan Whitesell][Rob
Lesser][John Reganjon that.

16.This ISmy last surf. I swear.

17.The weather's supposed to be perfect.

181 wasnot hiding i nthewoodsat the put
inwaiti nﬁ.for you to run theshuttle!

19.1didn’t hit a singlerock.

20.I'verunthat.

21.I'verunthat higher.

22\Wecan park here.

231 never swim. )

24.I could surf thisholein my other boat.

25.1 could drivethis shuttle in my other

car.

26.Piece Of cake ... |'ve never tipped run-
ning thisone.

27.1t’s all flatwater fromhere.

28.Everything Washes out above 5 fest.

29.1 know EXACTLY wherel am. Themap
isobviously wrong and thecompassis

off.
30.This isthe putin.
31.This isthetakeout.

LIES FREQUENTLY TOLD
TO SHUTTLE DRIVERS

1.Thereisno suchword as" shuttle
bunny". Idon't know whereyou heard
that ferm, sweetheart.

2.Don’t worry, my rack will hold.

3.Don’t worry, shoegoo can patch that
right up.

4.It’s aquick shuttle.

5.1 gave YOU the keys! .

6.You won't necd a front or rear tiedown
3\% thiscar. Those boatsaren't going any-

ere.

LIESTOLD BY MEN TO
WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN
TO MEN, MET ON THE
RIVER

[.I have never dlept with any of the custom
ers. You arethe first. (raftguidelie)

2.You arethe best.(raft guide lie)

3.1 had a vasectomy/tubal. _

4. Nobody hasever gotten pregnant doing
It Ina fcanoe][raft].

LIES FREQUENTLY TOLD
TO RESCUERS

1.That wasn't aswim! My boat Was%gtti ng
alotof junkinit, and if needed to
washed out!

2.I got sucked out of my boat. .

3.1 could haverolled but | wasafraid |
would break my paddle.

4.I_<(:jou|d havegottenthat roll on my other
side.

5.My Spray deck got blown off.

6.1 swamcause | wasgetting hot.

7.1wasin control all the way through that.

8.1t wasall thefault of my bow-paddler,
he'sverynewatthis. =

9.1l give you a beer next time.

LIESBOATERSTELL TO
ANYONE WHO WILL
LISTEN

[.I haverunthat at a differentlevel.

2.The wave wasat least 75 feet high.

3.1used torunclassVI all thetime, but
I've mellowed in my old age.

4.Jhad a 10 second mystery move.

5.My polyprodoesn't stink. .

6.She surfed that holefor at least 20min-
utes beforegetting washed out.

7.Iranexactly theline I planned.

No doubt about it. Boatersareliarsin
the same league with used car dealers,
statisticians,and fishermen. Maybe AWA
should givea Frequent Liar Award?

Eventhismagazineis filledwithlies.
Al thebest whitewater storiesaretotal
lies. That's why somany boaters |ove
AmericanWhitewater. )
~ Sowhy DO boaterslie somuch?This
isacomplex question. The survey does
not answer thisvery important question,
S0 we can only speculate. .

Someone, Billy Graham, | think,or
wasit Jackson Browne, once said" The
truthwill set you free". Thisisridicu-
lous. Thetruthisnothing but a
straight jacket totheimagination. A
good whitewater lieismuchmoreliber-
ating thanthe facts,especially i f you can
get someone to believe you.

~ Without lying, or af least exaggera-
tion, the average whitewater experience
would be dull indeed. | particularly hate
tohavemy liesand exaggerations under-
mined by Tinickyaccuracy addicts. Here
ishow it oftenhappens. | will bethree
beersintothe story at the campsite, de-
scribing arecent river adventurethe way
you would describe abaroque castle ona
mountaintop, withturrets, drawbridges,
knights jousting onthelawn, and well-
endowed wenches beckoning fromthe
par apets, o

Then some acerbicindividual will in-
variably plpeL(JFWIth"NO. [twan't like
that at all," and proceed to correct every
small embellishment and remove everY
filigree emblazoned onthe adventure. In
theend my castle with jousting knights
and comely maidens|ookslike abunga-
lowinEast L.A. withhoodlumsdoing
drive bysand welfaremotherslounging
forlornlyin frontof TV soapsinside.

Thiskind of davish insistence on
truth and accuracy inthetelling of
whitewater talesisruinoustoour sport.

~Another important point: to be effec-
tive, liesmust not only be entertaining,
they must be believed. .

S how do you get someoneto believe
your lies? . .

Therearetwo simple keys. Richard
Nixon, one of America's greatest liars,
once said "It isimportant to be sincere...
evenifyoudon't really meanit." Inother

words, you havetoliewitha straight
Face That'sthe first key. Nixon once got
onTV and lied tothe nation about his
dog, Checkers. He got sointo theliethat
he started crying and embellishing the
storyevenmore. Everyoneloved It. Of
course, most peopleknew it was a despi-
cable bald-faced lie, but they loved it any-
way and tried really hard tobelieve it.
Trythistechnique sometime when
h/ou are explaining to someone why you
ave decided not torunacertain class
v+ rapid. Look very seriousand don't
smilewhen you say" | would but [insert
total lie].” _ _
Theother keyistomakethelieB G
Paliticians oftenusethistrick. Hitler
said that it isimportant to make your lies
really BIG becausethebigger theliethe
moreimpossibleitis for peoplenot to be
lieveit. Sncehe pointed thisout,d! poli-
ticianshave favoredthelarger morebla-
tant liesto small inconsequential fibs.
Another question|eftunanswered by
the AWA surveyis: why are somanylies
perpetrated by male boaters?
~ Noonereally knowsthe answer to
this fascinating question. It may be some
kind of deep gender thing. Clearly women
canliewhenthey need to. Theylie about
their gﬂeall thetime, but otherwisethey
generally just don't seemtoenjoylying
asmuch as men. Women boaters dovery
well with small-time gossip, whichisof-
tena pack ofharmlesslies, but very few
women boaters seemto care forthe bifq
bald-faced type of liethat somanymale
boaters specializein.

BIG LIE COMPETITION
ANNOUNCED

To further prpmotethewortr\% cause
oflying about whitewater, the AWAIs
now conducting a contest for the Best
Whitewater Lies. Please submit your lies
to AWA Lie Inspector, Pope Barrow, at
136-13th ., SE,Washington, D.C. 20008.
Thewinning lieswill be published r|?ht
herein AmericanWhitewater inal
their resplendent glory. Theliescan be
onelinersor they canbe shaggy doglies
which go on for pages— whatever works
for you. . .
Awardswill be given for

"Most Qutrageous Lie",

"Most Entertaining Lie",

"Dumbest Lie",

"Most Believable Lie",

and"MostUnbelievable Lie".

Professionalliars, suchas politicians,
car salesmen, and |awyers, must enter
the Professional Liar Category.

Don't keepyour liesto yourself!! Let

the world enjoy them!!
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WHITEWATER EWE ooe
GH!E.E-_N STYLE

BY HOWARD DAYVIDSON

American superpaddler Chris Spelius
spearheads the fight to save Chile's
Futaleufu River from a massive hydro-
electric project.

tanding on the bank o
what may bethefinest
whitewater river inthe
Andes, Mike Hipsher
looksevery bit theworld classkayaker
that heis. Framed by a backdrop of
rock, iceand sky, Hipsher beginshis
warm-up stretching routine, aseriesd
precise, gymnastic, movementsthat
flow assmoothly asthe green water be
sidehim.

It isan impressivesight, espe-

cialy toaloca manwhoismakinghis

=

ABOVE: oXFX
ON THr BRIDGE

waly across a wooden suspension
bridgejust downstream. Eyesfixed on
Hipsher, the man is paying littleattention to thepair o oxen heisleadingacross
the bridge. They are enormous, yoked together and pulling a hefty load o timber.
And they, too, are staring at the kayaker -though not in admiration.

Suddenly, al hell breaksloose.

Theox closest to Hipsher, frightened by the kayaker's strange movements,
startstoretreat. In the process, he collideswith his companion, sendingoned
that creature’s hindlegs off the bridgeinto midair. For amoment, everything
hangsin the balance. The oxen snort and shuffleand pull against oneanother in
adesperate attempt to regain their equilibrium. If they fail to do so, they will slip
dff the bridge, freefall sixty feet and flush into arapid that doesn't end for more
than aquarter mile.

It will, in other words, beadisaster - not only for the oxen and the man |ead-
ing them but alsofor Hipsher and asmall group o other kayakers, who aretry-
ing their best to convincetheloca populationthat whitewater boatingis, indeed,
agood thingfor their community.

Thisbattlefor hearts and minds has been going onfor the past year or so,
ever since a Chilean company declared itsintention to dam theriver - the Rio
Futaleufu - and useitsenergy for hydropower. Doing so, company officialssay,
will help bring much-needed devel opment to the Futal eufu region, an extremely
rugged sectiond Northern Patagonia, where el ectric power lineswerefirst in-
stalled only a decadeago and horseback isstill the mainform o transportation.
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But therewill, of course, beasteep priceto pay. Though detailsare sketchy,
the dam could destroy avast section o thisriver, amagnificent,high-volume
plungefrom the Andesto the Pacific. Lost forever would be an almost countless
paraded rapids so thrilling that any one d them would be the highlight on an
averageriver elsewhere.

Several d these drops- and two in particular - areorders o magnitudemore
powerful than anything even strong kayakers typically run. But much d the
Futal eufu isconsiderably more manageable, within the reach o mainstream
boaters with solid rollsand bracing skills. Typical isthestretch just below the
swinging bridge, where Hipsher frightened the oxen (they recovered, by the
way).

Thanksto its relatively moderategradient, this sectionisfast but not over-
whelming. Still, it isnothing to scoff at as anywherefrom 9,000 to 20,000 cubic
feet per second of Andean snowmelt, depending on thetime d year, crash over
and around boulders, forming holes, pouroversand thick, jade-colored waves
that collapseand reform like ocean swells. A quarter milelater theonly respite
isabouncy eddy on river right, where paddlerscatch their breath while peering
downstream at mored the same. And soon.

And all o thisisframed by a setting so beautiful it seemslikevirtual reality.
Themountains of the Futal eufu valley, though not astall asother partsd the
Andes, areextremely steep and rocky, often culminating in whimsical, multi-
spired peaks- Gothicarchitecture on acontinental scale. Further down-slope,
closer totheriver, are wide, grassy pitches where chestnut-col oredhorsesfeed
in atimelesspastoral scene. Far overhead, condorsglide by, black dotsagainst a
pale Patagonian sky.
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No wonder thisriver isgainingareputation asthe continent's finest boating
destination. Every season, agrowing number o visitors makethe 4,000 miletrip
from the mainland United States. Some- especially those with alot o timeto
spare- comeontheir own, arranging for themselvesthe complicated | ogistics
needed to boat in Patagonia. Most, however, use guides- veteran American pad-
dlerslike Hipsher who either own or work for oned several companiesthat op-
erate on the Futa, asthey affectionately call it.

Thoughfew in number and limited in resources, these gringoriver guidesare
now engaged in adesperate effort to savetheir whitewater utopia. Over the past
year and a half, they have been orchestratinga slick, publicrelations campaign,
bringing the plight of the Futal eufuto airwaves and printing pressesthroughout
Chileand beyond. At the sametime, they havestarted afund-raisingdriveinthe
U.S to pay for p.r. and legal work (seesidebar).

For themost part, their effortshave been well-received by thelocal commu-
nity, especially the region's many small-timeranchersand farmers, who could
potentiallylosetheir ancestral lands to thedam. Indeed, thefarmers and ranch-
ers haveformed their own grass rootsorganization to fight the hydro project and
view the boatersasalliesin thestru?gle.

Still, it isasomewhat tenuous alliance, this bonding of kayakers and
campesinosand onethat, like the oxen yoked together on the bridge, hasthe po-
tential tofall suddenly out o balance, given the proper catalyst.

For evidence, all you need to doisvisit aplacecalled Campo Tres Monjas-
somethingl did for two weekslast February. Thisstunning 20 acre spread at the
confluenced the Futaleufu and Rio Azul isthe base camp of ExpedicionesChile,
an adventure kayaking company owned by noted
American paddler Chris Spelius. Since he bought the
land from arancher several years ﬁo, Spelius(nick-
named " Spe") has been dowly building up Campo Tres
Monjaseach season. Now itisoned thefinest facili-
tiesd itskind anywhere.

On variousafternoonsfromlate December
through March, clients can befound relaxing here af-
ter astrenuousday ontheriver. Someretiretotheir
tents, letting the sound d flowing water soothethem to
deep. Othersloungeon asandy beach by theriver or
steam themselvesinto Nirvanain a cedar sauna. Sev-
eral sign upfor hour-longsessionswith Jaqui, a profes
sional masseuseSpeliushas hired. All stuff themselves
with anever-endingarray o treats prepared by
Ishmael, a Chilean cook. Eventhe outhousehereis
pleasant, offering an unobstructed view d oned the
most majestic peaksin Northern Patagonia. In short,
the wholescenecould easily be nicknamed Club Spe.

Such obvious prosperity hasnot escaped|ocal
attention. Speliusrecallsarecent radiocall-in show,
part of themediacampaignto savetheriver. Though
many d the callers were sympathetic towardsthe
caused conservation, onelady had avery direct chal-
lenge. "You gringos,” she said, "what do you dofor us?You comehereand get
rich and leavewith pocketsfull o money."

Inall likelihood,thecaller wasrelated to a merchant or laborer inthe
region'slargest town (alsocalled Futaleufu). Here, less than five kilometersfrom
the Futa's aptly named I nferno Canyon, some 900 peoplelivein and around a
westhered plazathat has hardly changed sinceit wasbuilt in the1920s Those
who own the humblegeneral stores or work as part-timelaborersin the sporadic
construction businesshere view thedam asan economicsavior. It is, therefore,
no surprise they might resent the outsiders.

Speliusunderstands their feglingsand says heis making effortsto address
them, such astrying to purchase mored hissupplieslocally and encouraging
hisclientsto visit town and buy handicrafts. Furthermore, Speliuspointsout,
his operation, like most whitewater related businesses, hasa slim profit margin
and isby no meansreaping " pocketsfull d money."

Still, inacountry wherea whitewater kayak i1sworth four month's wagesfor
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TYPICAL CLUB
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the average school teacher, the point ismoot. American boaters, simply because
d their passports, are naturally opento charges o elitism, hypocrisy and med-
diing. Inthefinal analysis, help from gringos, no matter how well-intentioned,
will always be a double-edged sword.

But it isasword that must be wielded, Speliusand the other Americans be-
lieve, becausewithout it theriver will ailmost certainly belost.

To understand just how serious thesituation is, one need only see seven let-
ters- ENDESSA - the name d the company behind the dam project. A Santiago-
based concern, ENDESSA isajuggernaut of an organization, the same company
that isdamming another well-known Chilean river, the Bio-Bio. Withitsclose
connectionsto Chile'sfinancial, political and military elites, ENDESSA almost
always netswhat it wants.

Opposing thisnational power isanother organization, the" Corporation for
the Defense and Development o the Futaleufu” (CODDERFU). Though possessed
o an impressive-sounding acronym, the group is hardly aforce to be reckoned
with; most of its members arethose samefarmersand ranchers threatened by the
dam. Few have ever even been to Santiago, some 700 miles - and another century -
tothenorth.

Indeed, thelocalsare so overmatched in thisstruggle that they didn't realize
they werein jeopardy until it wasalmost toolate. They only found out about the
project because ENDESSA, asrequired by Chileanlaw, had to announce itsinten-
tionsin aregional newspaper. By thistime, however, the company wasamere 15
daysaway from acquiring water rightstotheriver.

Whenthefarmersand rancherslearned what was up, they mobilized as best

American Whitewater VNovember | December 1995



they could, sending men on horseback up and downthe Futaleufu valley, like
Chilean Paul Reveres, to warn that ENDESSA was coming. That evening, they
held their first meetinginalocal school house.

"It waslike something out of amovie," Speliussays, recalling how someone
passed a cowboy hat around the room to raisefundsfor the battl e against one of
the country's most powerful forces.

ThiswasaDavid versus Goliath strugglefrom the outset.

But the gringo boaters areawildcard. Withtheir experience from anti-dam
struggleselsewhere, they hopeto balancethe odds.

It'searly inthe morning on February 24. For thefirst timein aweek, thesun
risesinacompletely cloudless sky. The effect ismesmerizingasit givesusan un-
obstructed view of themountainsthat surround us, with their dark rocks, pock-
ets of snow and fancifully sculpted ridgelines.

Looking around the Expediciones Chilevan that morning aswe bouncealong
agravel road, our boats piled on amassive roof rack aboveus, | can't be surejust
what my fellow passengers arethinking. But whatever it is, it must be serious.
Everyone, it seems, has hisor her gameface on. Today wewill descend Inferno
Canyon, an extremely constricted gorgewhere the Futa displaysfrightening
power.

First, though, we make a quick pit stop intown for postcards, sweatersand
other items-part of the Spelius program to win heartsand minds. There, inthe
classically Andean central plaza, we are confronted with an incongruoussite - a
thoroughly modern, professional video crew, draped with thelatest high fidelity
equipment. And the weirdest part isthat they arefilming us. %

Asthe crowningachievement to date of hisP.R. campaign, Speliushas man- [
aged to get the attention of a none other than Sergio Nuno, revered in hiscountry

as"the Jacques Cousteau of Chile." Nuno’s television show, LaTierraEn Que BrrLOW:
Vivimos(the World in which WeLive), isoned the most popular broadcastsin o :
the nation, almost - though not quite - on a par with futbol. Assuch, it could do LENA '(A"i
more to advance the cause of preservingthe Futathan articlesin any 1,000 North - .
American magazines. I be ; PREPARING FOR A
For thenext several days, thefilm crew wi our intermittent - and some- AW A ;
timessurprise - companions. Their goal: tofamiliarize Chileans with the Rio DAY ON THe
Futaleufu, including the controversy over thedam. Also,oned the cameramen Ty T -
saysonly half-jokingly, they wish to document "lavidasecreta delos gringos.” UFALEUFU

That meansimpromptu shots o all sorts: gringos kayaking, gringos eating lunch,
gringosloungingin thesand like pasty, self-satisfied lizards and luxuriatingin
the camp's wood-heated outdoor shower, set amid moss-
coveredbouldersand trees.

About the only placethe camerasdo not goisinto
steep-walled Inferno Canyon. Here, the only reasonabl e ac-
cessisby boat, preferably one piloted by avery experi-
enced paddler. Ken Kastorf, one of Expediciones Chile's
top guides, hasled perhaps a dozen groupsdown thisin-
tensemileand half watercourse. "And every time," he
says, "'my pucker factor has been off thechart.”

The problem isnot so much the rapidsthemselves,
though they are wave-strewn, whited-out affairsthat
bounce off the canyon walls and surge with dangerous
unpredictability. No, the biggest danger issimply their
continuity, aseriesd six drops stacked ontop of each
other withlittle slack water between. Studding both banks
are horrendous eddy lines that can backender - or even
mystery move- afull-sized kayak for no apparent reason.
A swimmer herefacesthe very real chance of flush drown-
ing.

And, o course, themost technically difficult drop
comesfirst.

KnownasInferno Rapid, it isessentially achaotic
ramp that culminates in an exploding wavetrain. You ei-
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ther break throughthe wavesat just theright moment, or risk gettingcaughtina
typewriter carriagereturnridetowardsacliff. Thelittle bell ringswhen you
slamthewall.

Luckily, noonein our groupdoessam. Nor do we have any troublelater that
day with the Zeta, a convoluted messd arapid wheretheentireriver narrows
down to thewidth o atwo-laneroad (all the customers walk except for one, An-
thony Kahn, an exceptionally strong paddler fromfar Northern California). Fur-
ther downstreamat the Throne Room, the Futa’s biggest rapid, Kahn remembers
how thingswent for him at the Zeta- let’s just say hewasatiny bit df line- and
portageswith therest of us.

. That night back at Campo Tres Monjas, themood isoned elation. Over
empanadas, fresh guacamoleand Chilean wine, thetalk alternates between tales
d whitewater glory and the best strategy to savetheriver.

Thefirst step isto smply " educate people about theresource down here," Spe
says. Currently, only afew thousand o the country's 14 million people haveever
heard d the Futaleufu, accordingto Victor Gonzaez, one o the cameramenwho

. Eg\‘/’ 's beautty they would join thecampaign
tect it.
hen again, perhaps not. Theenviron-
MERtal movement in Chile, though growing,
isnot nearly asdeveloped asit is in the
) First World. & far morepressing issueon
It most people’sminds i sthecountry’s eco-
[. nomic development. Indeed, Chilean Presi-
dent Eduardo Frei wasrecently quoted as
& saying " El progresso viene primero, la
-l S e . [} ecologiadespues’ (Progress comesfirst,
el Xy by R B T ecology afterwards). Clearly, someother ar-
| Tl LA I - IR gument will be needed.
b A e | LB WEMBRW:  Oneideaisto point out that NOT build-.
' 1ng the dam could be good business. Spelius
¢"' does so whenever possible, encouraginghis
. clientsto buy local goodsand directing pri-
vate boaters who visit theareato oned sev-
eral campgroundsthat have sprungup re-
cently."Tdl themmorekayakersare on theway," hesays. In his heart, however,

ﬁ Speknowsthat kayakers alone- especially private ones- will never savethe
L os

river. Mogt of them, headmits, "aredirtbag poor" and will try to visit theregion
""the cheapest way possible, avoidingany way possibled spending money.”
Other eco-touristsmight be morefree-spending. Rafting on the Grand Canyon,
for example, generates 22 milliondollarsayear for Arizona, Speliuspointsout.
ABOYE: Ken Kastorf seesfishing, horseback packing and mountai neering as complimen-
' e tary activitiesto primetheloca economy. " This place hasthe potential to be-
LOCAL R4NCH cometheTellurided Chile," hesays.

But Telluridewas not built overnight. " The cowboysaround hereare great

wHDrAiT) horsemen," Kastorf says, "but that's a different thing entirely from running a
THREATENED horseﬁgcl\ll(i ngtripfor tourists. Someonewould have to work with them and show
BY oiN them how."

Moreproblematicstill issimpleeconomics. Rafting, fishing and horsepacking
may havethe potential to benefit thelocal economy of Futaleufu, but amassive
damisa project d national scope, onethat proponents claim would advancethe
entire Chilean economy. The power generated could be soldfor tremendous profit
to nearby Argentinaor, perhaps, used to drivearumored, but asyet unbuilt, alu-
minum smelting plant to the south. Eventhemost thriving eco-touristindustry
palesin comparison to suchfiscal clout.

Faced with thisharsh reality, those who would save theriver must come up
\t/)vith an entirely new strategy, something that defiestheirrevocablelogic o num-

ers.

They think they just might havefound it.
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A hundred yearsago, the Futaleufu region wasatruefrontier, a placewhere
——— the native Mapuchetribestill fought bitterly against western colonization. It was
only inthe1920sthat thefirst white settlers established a permanent presence
here. These peoplewere offered freeland by the Chilean governmentif they
= would relocateto the Patagonian wildsand raisefamilies.
e — Thegoal wasto populate the areawith Chileans, thereby fending off any po-
BrELOW! tential claimfrom nearby Argentina, Chil€'s geopolitical rival. Today, the descen-
; dants d these settlersare known asthe" Hijosde Colon” (Sonsd Columbus)and
KrN KASTOEFEFE  areviewedwith great respect by urban Chileans, according to Ruben Torres, a
public relations person who has been hired by theriver guides.

WINNING HeiRTS Torres, whosefather used to bea policeman in the Futaleufu area, saysthat
e thisstory - proud, self-sufficientlocal sversusa huge, bullying power company - is
AND MINDS atalethat could win hearts and mindsthroughout Chile. It isthisversion o
eventsthat he hopesto promote.
RiGH r.' In order to do so, however, hewill obviously need backingfrom the Hijosde

: Colon. Without them, thereisno viableopposition to the dam.
MASTER SPFLILS For thetime being, thelocal sseem reasonably united. Speliusestimatesthat
some"'60to 70 percent” o them are vehemently opposed to thedam. Thisfigure,
Cﬂlth' ks THr however, isdown from nearly 100 percent opposition when the plan wasfirst an-
nounced last year. Thereason?" Peoplearestarting to dream about the work."
ZeT4 A visit to town seemsto confirm Spe's version o events."I'm infavor of the
dam," says one woman who ownsaramshacklelittl e store selling cheaply made
dry goods. "It would bring jobs. Wed
_ ___ _allbeabletoraise our standard o liv-
o ing." Several others, includinga baker,
alaborer and atelephoneoperator, ex-
presssimilar views.

But just asmany agreewith
GladysPinilla, a CODDERFU sup-
porter who runsamore upscaestore,

B selling sweaters, hatsand other items
A to tourists, most from nearby Argen-
[ tina. " Therewould bework for alittle
1 while, during construction itself,” she
agrees, "' but afterwards the jobswould
¥ disappear and we'd beleft without our
! magnificent river. Thetown aswe
know it would die. It would become
ke Trevelin,”
| That name, Trevelin, could be
[l comeatouchstoneintheeffort to
B maintain aunited, anti-damfront. Itis
avillagein Argentina, aonce-thriving
W placethat has beentransformed intoa
§ dusty ghost town by theonly dam on
- M the Rio Futaleufu. Beforethat dam was
B built, the peopled Trevelin, likethose
¥ O Futaleufu, weretold how beneficial
the project would be.
X "We should makeavideod the
bloody messthey've made up there,"
Kastorf says, "and show it all around.
"Wehaveto beasvividand asgraphic
as possible because ENDESSA'’s gonna
comein hereand promiseanythingit takes."

Already there 1sevidencethat ENDESSA isfighting a successful propaganda
campaignd itsown. For starters, the company has not yet released solid informa:
tion about how large the dam will be nor how many farmersand rancherswill be
displaced by it. Futaleufu's mayor (and president of CODDERFU), Belarmino
VeraVera, estimatesthe number at morethan 100.

Speliusfearsthe company may decideto build adam that would de-water -
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rather than flood - the valley, which
would poselessdf a problemfor the
farmers, thereby splittingthe
kayaker-campesino axis. Or,
ENDESSA might simply offer thelo-
calscold, hard cashfor their land.

"But they won't take (the
money)," thekayaker confidently
predicts, "'these peopleare proud.”

If the community doesresist
ENDESSA'’s offers, the company
could alwaysfall back onan old ploy
- stirring up Anti-gringo sentiment,
astrategy that workedwell in
ENDESSA'’s successful damming of
theBioBio.

The prospect of such an usver-
susthem campaignis, perhaps, part
d thereason aglightly paranoid
state sometimesseemsto overtake
thesmall community o boaters
here. Phil DeRiemer, another world
classkayaker who sometimes guides
for Spelius, recalls how last year the
paddlerswerefreaked out by a heli-
copter that appeared out of nowhere
and hoveredfor along whileabove
theriver. Somethought the chopper
wasfrom ENDESSA, perhaps part of
astrikeforceto perpetrate some un-
specified evil deed. It turned out that
it actually belonged to SergioNuno.

Another story making therounds
saysthat oned theleading Futa-
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basad river outfitter shad hislife
threatened by ENDESSA. Whether
ther € seven an ouncedf truthtothe
story isanyon€ sguess.

In spiteof such pressure-real or
imagined - theboatersat CampoTres
Monjas show no evidenceof backing
down, not aslongastheir Chilean
neighborsstand with them." It'sa
moral obligation," Speliussays." For
ustoenjoy theGrand Canyon or the
Cal Salmon or even the Chatooga
River, someonehadtoput inalot of
timeand effort. It'sour timetodo
that now."

Editor'sNote: ClassV kayaker
Howard Davidson gave up profes
sional journalismto attend medical
school at the Universiy of Pittsburgh.
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Saving a river from destruction,
like any major project, takes a lot
more than mere good intentions. It
also requires teamwork,
organization and a spectrum of
material resources- everything
from paper clips to computer
technology. “It’s like running a
little business," Spelius says of
the fight against ENDESSA. And,
like all businesses, it can't get off
the ground without money. To
help meet the financial needs of
the conservation effort, opponentk
of the dam have been accepting
donations from paddlers and
other environmentally minded
people.

The money is being channeled
into "Futafund,” a strictly non-
profit war chest for the ongoing
struggle. So far, $15,000 have
been raised, athird of it coming
from clothing giant Patagonia.
Other notable contributions
include $500 from the employees
of the Nantahala Outdoor Center
and a laptop computer courtesy of
David Quammen, a writer for
Outside Magazine. The resources
have been used, among other
things, to hire Chilean PR
specialist Ruben Torres, to pay for
an attorney to challenge the dam
in court, and to support the effortk
of local Chileans opposed to the
hydroproject.

To learn more about Futafund,
call (500) 443-3882.

For information on guide
services on the Futa, contact:

"1 Expediciones Chile, a
kayaking outfitter: 333 Earl's
Road, Bryson City, NC 28713,
(704) 488-9082.

"1 Sport International, which
also offers guided kayaking trips:
1602 Alder St, Whitehorse, Yukon
Province, Y1A3W8, Canada, (403)
633-2742, (800) 779-1784.

¥ Earth River Expeditions, a

rafting company: (800) 643-2784.
e —
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WHITEWATER PARADISE..

Story and photos by David Haynes

Class III-IV Fun on Alabama’s

= - s P - ==~
L o e g L R

picturesque covered bridge, I * 231 near ClevelandtoAlabama * aunique portfolio.

always pause to admire the | Highway 160 near Nectar, athough °  Recently | havealso been taking
morninglight, tracing the rocky crags . sections aboveand below arecer- - fishinggear dongand | have met
of the towering 100-foot-high bluff. tainly runable. Averagegradientis * considerablesuccess with bass.

Even after hundreds of mums on intheDfootper milerange. The .  Thefirst section o river passes
the Locust Fork of the Warrior River, . section abovetheSwannBridgeis . through a beautiful little gorge
located in northern Alabama, this studded with the more challenging  * bounded by bluffsup to 100feet high.
scenestill hasthe power tocommand = rapids. » Herethe Locust Fork offersabrupt

rgy éattentior& Tﬂe Sc\jl}lancCOVﬁr ed - drops separated by pools. On winter
riage,onea ahandrul of suc " runs, many aresurprised to discover
bridgesstill in usein Alabama, RUNNING THE . oaksthat P{etajntlﬁ IT green leaves.
marksthemid point d what isargu- T FORK * They finally feature their "autumn"
ably themost popul ar whitewater LOCUS - orangesand yellows, just asother
runinthestate. . My Locust Fork voya?_es NnUMbEr . trees bloom in April!
Above Swann Bridgeare3.5miles + well intothe hundreds (I Tiveonly 25 «  5554¢ 2 half mile info fhe run
of numerousClassIL-III rapids, anda | milesaway). Starting intheearly  * you'Tl see a house sized boulder om
. strongClass|II-1V rapid named '80's inan open boat, throughlearn- . fre left, below the first significant
- DoubleTrouble. Inthetwomilesbe- - ingtokayakinthemid‘80’s, | can - w55 _ House Rock Rapid, WHip
. low Swann are Powell Falls, which honestly say it's never becomebor-  * into the big eddy on theleft to avoid
. featuresaClassIiI eight foot slide, ing. - the boulder, sinceit's undercut and

and the Skirum Bluff Ender Hole, I've recently returned toan open * Ras been known fo swallow fhe boats

where boaters have been known to boat for alargeformat black and . of unsuspecting paddlers. I know of

linger for half aday to play. white photography project that is, io « an open boat that was pinned under
Situated at the southernmost date, about half completed. | photo- " therock for days; it could not be ex- :

foothills of the Appalachians, theLo- . graphfromfirst light throughmid- | tracted yntil the river dropped

cust Fork of the Warrior River has  * morning, sol am"seeing" a com- The next rapid. Tilf a Whirl. is

long been a popular paddling destina- | pletely new river thantheonel've ' just aClassyy drop over a4 foot boul-

ConeT e e OIS YRS - dr b heriver cokescnn e

' unning. inati . :

L ouisiana, and Florida mornig light, fog, moving water,” o P oRer TVl A g shor.

The most popular section boulders and bluffsand thecharac- «
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LOCUST
FORK

OF

THE
WARRIOR

. right toleft. Try toavoid Pinning

DOUBLE TROUBLE - Rock, which jutsout inthe center o
You know you're approaching - themaintongueand iscolorfully
DoubleTroublewhen youseeagi- . decorated with canoeand kayak

gantic boulder, strevnwithall man- - plastic shavings. Onceinthebig
ner of river debris, onriver right. » eddy pool, set up to run the second _
Here whitewater dances behind a . dropjust left of thelarge boulder. . Top: Canoe in Double Trouble Rapid

distinct horizonline. Theriveris -+ Avoidthesluicetotheright of this  *  Leftto right: Kayak m Double Trouble

splithereby arocky island-agood . boulder! Atsomelevelswevegotten fapid; C-2 in Double Trouble Aapid, C-2

placeto takeout fo scout. » mushy énders here, but at highwa- * I Double Trouble Rapid; Boaters below
DoubleTroubleisthe biggest - ter, look out! At7 abuddy of mine * H0Use Rock Rapid, Kayak approaching

rapid ontheriver. It consistsdf two * got cartwheeled, then stuffed upside | Ti-a-Whid Haga&' Sanoe runnin Tita-, .
dropsdivided by a100foot pool. The - down against the boulder for halfa - Whirl Rapids, Canoe passing Swann Bluff, .
first plunges about 7 vertical feet * minute. * Swann Covered Bndge

over ahorizontal distancedf about .  There'safunwave/holeabouta . 7 PE———
Afeet. Thesecond isa4foot « half milebelow DoubleTrouble ! —
pourover against arounded boulder. * that's adynamic surf, provided you ;
What makes thisdangerousisthe . can makethemovetocatchit. Todo .
huge undercut boulder that domi- + S0 you must nab a 3/4 boat size mi-
natestheright sided thedividing . croeddy on theleft bank, thenferry
pool. Logs(wholetrees sometimes) . over a hump through themain cur-
and other river debrisgetspushed - rent. I've only beenabletodoit
against, sucked under and piled over | once, and my ridewas cut short ’ ;
this15foot high boulder. Andthe . - when I found myself surfingbesidea - '
current from thefirstdroppushes  : surprised watersnake. | waspad- : :

everything intotheteeth of it. . dling hard and hewas wriggling
I've had the misfortuned swim- - right beside me. Once wesaw one
mingthisin February. Had it not : another, we immediately went our

beenfor awel thrown rescueline,| . separateways. ‘

would have beenkissingtheunder- +  Bullard Shoals, thenext dropisa *

belly of thisgnarly undercut. - great roller coaster rideleft of cen-
Run DoubleTrouble by working . ter, and offersserious eddy hopping
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. funall theway down. - POWELL FALLS
:  Fromthepoel below Bullard, © Powell Falls is a mile down-
. Swann BIuff rises nearly 100feet « Stream of the covered bridge. s ac-

abovetheriver, whichmakesama - tually two falls, divided by arock is-
jestic sweeping turn to the right fo- | Iand)i/n the center. | alwtza{/s pull out

. ward the Swann Covered Bridge. . on thiscenter island to scout and

- This 34 foot span, built in 1932-33 is * check fer strainers, because the -

: oned thelongest in theworldand is | proach is blind. Above 7' the rock IS

. amajor tourist attraction for Blount . land disappears and thefallsbecome

County. The panoramadf the bluff,a * quitea handful, evenfor experienced

Left to right: Boaters approaching Swann - long Class rapid and then the - boaters. I've seen canoes
Covered Bridge; Canoe running Powell - bri dg'e isascenethat lingersin my * windowshadedat the bottomfor sev-
Falls; C-2 in Double Trouble Rapid; Canoe | mind'seye. (Note: Becareful when 7 eral minutes. i
beneath Skirum BIuff: Kayak side-surfing at .~ Stecking several boatsonavanor . Nomatter how many times
Skirum Ender Hole « truck... lwayscheck theclearance  + you've run Powel Falls, it can still

s beforeentering the bridge.) * maketheadrenalin flow. Runiton
froem John Swann’s Cattlepasfure. .

-

: miss fhe meat of the grabby hole at
* Swann told methat nac ou P ef-oc- | the bottom. Watchfor asmall hump

casionshe's had cowsbreak through . inthewater at thetop o thefalls. If
thefenceand go over thesofeet high * you go emes the crest of thishump,
* bluff,alwaysduring high water. « you usually slideright past the hole.
. Eachtime, hesaid,theanima has .~ 1f you decide o drop inte this
« beenfound downstream in good " highly aerated hole, beready for an
* shape. "But the sameone hasn't ever . extended surf, especialy above35.

» doneit twice," Swann observes + Afew minutes upsidedown in this
swryly. - holewill pull the hair through the
*  Theresalittleledgeabout a holein you helmet! Want torunthe

" quarter milebelow Swann Bridge.  * fallsagain? Just paddlearound to

* At3, theledgeisagreat placeto Side : the river Ieff side for am easy

. surf, but it won't hold you at a higher . stairstep portage fo the fop.

. or lower level. *  Bdowthefallsaquarter mileisa
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W& prefer oar water white

How about you?

Our new location has everything to fulfill your whitewater needs.
If it's equipment you need, our 2200 sg. ft. showroom hasit. Kayaks,
canoes, and accessories are availablein our full-line retail store. We
also carry equipment for rock climbing, (1300 sg. ft. rock climbing
gym on the premises), Telemark skiing, backpacking, camping,
and more outdoor activities. Can't get to the store?

Call toll freeat 1-800-249-4112 for mail orders.

Weare 5 minutesfrom exit 31 of the NYS Thruway (190).
Weare central to many New York rivers- Call for river leve info.

NEG A
& ,,.Em Dagger NEE

adivision of Northern Outfitters,Inc.
New Wave Waterworkse 587 Main Street » Suite 109 « New Yark Mills, NY 13417
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md hx'u.lm o the Deerfield River put us at
the heart of it!

Come visit us this season!

Looking for a new boat?——¢
Come paddleany Dagger
Perception,or Prijon

boat on real whitewater
before you buy it.




Left to right: C-boat surfing ledge below
Swann Covered Bridge; Canoe below
Powell Falls; Boaters approaching Swann
Covered Bridge; Canoes on car inside
Swann Covered Bridge; Kayak back-
endering at Skirum Ender Hole; Waterfall
on Skirum Creek: Kavak endering at Skirum
Ender Hole

Page 44: C-boat at bottom of Powell Falls

% &« = o ¢ W me o » m o o
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* great little surfing waveat levels be
tween35and 4.2'. A river-wide3
foot hiﬁh standing wave with aslick

.
o 8 W o

facewhereyou can surf all day,
carving back and forth at will!

Another good surfing waveisat -+
the top of the next rapid, Skirum -

Bluff. After the rapid is a huge semi
circular pool bordered by the over-

Parking is limited, so leave your ve-

hicle inafield about 30 yards up the

highway.

LOCUST FORK LOGISTICS

‘b_lf["ilEFS stream gauge is located
abou feet upstream from the put

" hanging100-foot-high Skirum . i ) nning
. BIuff... it'sreally amajesticsight! EEFJ 5'1%‘9'?@&%‘3‘“
: mnabfg m @2 @ Bitishot

- THE ENDER HOLE

. After fhe pool the river necks

: down, creating oned the best
whitewater play spotsanywhere.
The Ender Holelookslikean inno-
cent little8foot wide hydraulic, but
if offersan smorgasbordd
whitewater delights!

Yau can spend hoursside-surf-
ing, doing 860’s, forward endering
or doing dynamicback enders. It's
so good that sometimeswesimply  «
putin at Swvann Bridge, paddledi-  *
rectly tothisrapid, and spend the
rest o theday there! .

TheHighway 1680 takeout is 2
about a haf miledownstream. The
uphill carryout thereisagood argu- *
ment for having adecked boat. .

American Whitewater VNovember | December
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muchfun beow 28. Above45 many

of the rapids begin o wash out.

Powell Fallscan become areal mon-

ster above7fedt!
A recent addition that should

proveareal boonfor out o towners
Isatoll free telephoneservice pro-
vided by Alabama Power Company
aspart o their Reservoir Informa-
tion System. That number is1-800-
LAKES11. Cdland you'll get an op-

tions menu. First touch-tone"6"

(for

. "stream and river flows"), then “3”

(for*Warrior River Basin*"),and fi-

nally 2" (]fortheCIeveland augi
station —

« in)!

Thereadingsarein cubicfeet
second (cfs) and "idea" flow (3.5-

1995

n

ocated at the US 231 pu

59




Class ITI-IV Fun on Alabama’s LOC l"'lT Fﬂltll l]l" THE WARRIOR

&/yg/’ W 55f ] seemsto be1,000- 1,100cfs(we're
; * still extrapolating the readings by

. calling beforeand after runs). Other
5 rﬂ-ﬁ hLlSJEI.St appro%matelevelsare 2 - about 300 .

me = ®F & & &

. cfs, 2.5- about 40 cfs; 3 -about 600
. j . : . | . Cfs; 4 -about 1,200 cfs; 5 - about 2000 .
[ Sivermne ! ELov (T * &fs The peak last spring (1995) was

J . over 15,000cfs; thelow in August p
- wasonly 10cfs. .
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* LOCUST THREATENED BY

. WATERWORKS DAM

A project by the Birmingham Wa
terworksBoard threatensto dam the
Locust Fork and flood some 2,200 acres
accordingto Susie Mixon, president d
Friendsd the Locust Fork River.

Mixon saysthe waterworks board
has been anything but cooperative. In
fact, after fiveyears o attempting to ob-
tain study reports and other docu-
ments, the group still has not received
any o therequested material.

The proposed project would build a
dam near the Blount/Jefferson Cou
Lineand would flood about 20 miles
river, to just downstream o the Nectar
Covered Bridgesite(That bridge- the

. longestd itstypeintheworld- was
. gglrr;ed downtwo yearsago by van-
. 9).

TheFriendsgroup has been keeping
tabson land purchases by the water-
worksboard at the Blount County
courthouse. Todate they havepur-
chased about one-third o theland they
want for the project.

Whilethe proposed project would

not directly affect the"whitewater" sec-

tions described above, local whitewater
enthusiasts have been among thefirst
to support the Friends group, whose
membership now numbers about 800.

Friendsd theLocust Fork also
sponsorsmonthly river cleanups, an
annual river festival, and setsup
boothsat county fairsand other events
toenlist support for their cause.

Thegroup's board o directorsre-
cently kicked off a new publicaware-
nesscampaign aimed at alerting the
publicd thethreat tothisoutstanding
river.

Anyonewanting to help with the &f-

fort to'stop thedam can writethegroup .

at: Friendsd theLocust Fork River,
P Q Box 245, Hayden, AL 35079.

NANTAHALA O )R CENTER

WHITEWATER
CATALOG

\, J
s
L

13077 HWY 19 WEST e BRYSON CITY, NC 98713

HAPIDSTYLE

Whitewater Clothing
and Accessories
by Olympic Medalist Dana Chladek

§ * High quality, bombproof bungi cord
Sprayskirts!

* Paddling jackets&pants... racing float
Vests... pogies... neoprenetops, shorts
and pants...and more.

. .We make custom gear for
individualsand groups'!

5302 Flander s Avenue
Kensngton, M D 20895
Tel/Fax: (301) 946-9686
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‘\\ J Sirst trip.Sbmilesthrough HellsCanyon

==~ ontheSnakeRiver. Our crew of six made
thisassaultinthreeydlow-ducky rafts, withother high-
tech equi pment includingold wooden paddlesand plas-
ticgarbagebagslinedingunny sacks, for waterproofing
our gear. Cf coursethissystemwastotally ineffectivein
keeping anythingdry, but it sure madefor some inter-
esting goings-on whenthebagsstarted flopping around
in our frameless boats. But wewere young and daunt-
less, and knew that what we lacked in equipment and
skills, we could overcomewith determination.

[t waslateafternoonbeforewelaunched. Skieswere
bright and spiritswere high. We had donejust enough
research toknow that thetworeally bigrapidsin Hells
CanyonwereWild Sheepand GraniteCreek,someseven
and ninemilesdowntheriver. Thefirstfew mileswere
uneventful,with the exceptiond spotting a cow moose
ontheldahosided theriver. Seemed way out o place;
thisdid not at all look like moose country. We subse-
guentlylearnedfrom newspaper accountsthat themoose
later swvamtheriver and wasrecordedasthefirst moose
ever sighted in Oregon. We were soon to learn the
significanced thisomen.

After acoupled hoursthetwilight approached; we
contempl ated pickingout acampsitebut could not seem
tofindanythingreally suitable. Surprisingly, wecame
acrossagroupd bikersontheleft shorethat had some-

f’f W ntwenty plusyearsd whitewater
{ /' | 'rafting, nothi n% really comparesto our
X i

"You guysgonnaruntherapids?’ they queried. "What
rapids?’ weresponded brilliantly. "Wild Sheep, about
aquarter mileahead" they shouted back, politely omit-
ting " Stupid.”

We figured we should probably scout this since it
was billed as one d the big ones. We pulled into the
rocky shore and instantly concluded there was no way
| we were going to run this mother in the waning light.
But whereto camp?

The shore was lined with couch-size bouldersand
thehill beyond ascendedat apitch o atleast 5 degrees.
After some reconnoitering, we located a semi-plateau,
with only a 20 degree pitch, about 150 yards abovethe
river. Not great, but the best show in town.

We began unloadingand weregreeted by the buzz o
arattlesnake, nestled in the rocks beow us. One par-
ticularly astute member of our party provokedit more
withastick. Therest d usfinally persuadedhimtostop,

careful to stay high ontherocksabovetherattler.
As darkness descended we started thinking about

cookingover an openfire. Somebegan collectingfire-
wood whileothersattemptedtoclear asmall areafor the
firesite. Theground wascovered with dried-out cheat
grass, inbedded i nrocky soil. Effortstoclear theground
with a stick proved difficult, and it was decided that it
would be easier to make a clearing by burning small
patchesd grassin acontrolledfashion.

'WHITEWATER

RAFTING:
LEARNIN
THE
HARD

how made it down to the river by some obscuretrail. |

WAY
THE
OMEN

N

and finished our unloading and uphill packing, being |

supper. We had no stoveand planned on doing all the |

MOOSE
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WHITEWATER RAFTING: LEARNING THE HARD way THE OMEN OF THE MOOSE

About thistime, someone also noticed that we needed
somewater for preparingthemeal. Somebody neededtogo
downtotheriver withapot and get some. Everyoneknew
therewasoneagitated rattlesnakedownthere, sonovolun-
teers stepped forward for this mission. Begrudgingly, |
finallysaid I woulddoit, and headedfortheriver,whilethe
otherswent back tothefire-pit clearing and wood collect-

{| ing.

| cautiously made my way to the river, all the way
cursing the other gutless b——s for not taking on this
periloustask. | actually hoped that the snake would buzz
again so | would know where it was. But | never did
actually encounter itagain. | scoopedupapot of water and
headed back toward camp, just out of sight over the hill.
The round trip probably took lessthan ten minutes, but |
obviously missed one big happening in my absence.

Asl cameover thebrow o thehill, | discovered about a |
half-acre o scorched earth surrounding the "kitchen".
Asking what the hell

happened, | got no
answer for a

TINAITES,

'\'-\._ .
oy

by

.H"-\. %

% L
"\;{“r A
. ".'\-"\'x h

% X

and completely flipped in the
— \

raft. Theydrifted past mejust

-"-
e —

...they did a much better job

wer e okay asthey raced padt.

g

| got no answer, but could see

Amercin Whisewile

out or reach. | asked if they et

hausted firefighters gasped to catch their breath.

The concept of clearing the ground by burning small
sections of cheat grass at a time was good in theory, but
flawed in practice. After afew small controlled burns,
patienceranthin. Itwasdecidedtoburnoff alittlelarger
area before putting out the flames. At this point the
discovery was made that dried-out cheat grassisakin to
gasoline. Suddenly thewholeareaexploded. Our gunny
sacksturned out to belifesaversinthissituation. Every-
body immediately grabbed a wet gunny sack and began
beating the flames. Fortunately, a light downhill wind
helped keep the fire contained, and it was ultimately
extinguished withthewet bags. | guessfetchingthewater
hadn't been such abad jobafter all. Occasiona flare-ups
occurred therest o thenight, and nobody really got much

| sleep watching for them and dousing them post haste.

Anyway, wehad anicebigareatocook supper and break-
fast in, abeit asomewhat sooty one.

The next morning we loaded the rafts and waked
downriver to scout Wild Sheep. Therapid wasabout 100
yardslong, with a hugewaveat the bottom. Tomissthis
wave, we decided to run it on the right of center, just
brushing by somelargerocks. Thefirst boat took onalot
o water but madeit through intact. Thesecond boat, my
younger brother and I misread the current and swept up
onalargerock at thestart of therapid. | got dumped out
theback, but theraft finally camedff therock right sideup

L withmy brother still onboard. Basically out of control, he
i madeitfinethroughtherest a therapid. When| hitthe
i water, | noticed that | hadforgottentotiethetopstringon
i mylifejacket. Itimmediately poppedover by head; it was
.~ floating a top the water about a foot above me. | swal-

lowed alot o water onthat ride, and actually wondered
ifTweredrowning. I finally managedtograbarock near
thebottomd therapid, and clungonwhilel cleared my
lungs and regained some strength.

Aboutthistimel lookedupand saw thethirdboat
smashingintothesameboulder that wasmy undoing,
but they did a much better job and completely flipped
intheraft. They drifted past me just out or reach. |
asked if they were okay asthey raced past. | got no
answer, but couldseetheterror intheir eyes. Nonethe-

lessthey madeit through alive, and weall eventually

made it to shore. My brother swam out and retrieved
theoverturned raft and towed it back to shore. Hisfirst
raft trip, and | was proud o him.

Shaken, butstill aliveandkicking, weproceeded down-
stream two miles and pulled in to scout Granite Creek
rapid. Wetied theraftstorockson shoreand scrambled
over thelarge boulderstotherapid. GraniteCreek wasa

| relatively short rapid (about 50 yards), but had a large

holeon each sided theroutedownthecenter chute. One
look and the crew of the third boat announced that "No
way in hell are we running this one!", having had the
bejesusscared out of them just upstream. Despiteconsid-

__erable effort to change their minds, they held fast to the

“flat ain't gonna run it” positlon. With noaliernative, we




WHITEWATER RAFTING: LEARNING THE HARD way THE OMEN OF THE MOOSE

struggled to portage their raft and gear over the rocky
terrain. This was no easy task, but eventually we suc-
ceeded i n getting everything to a point wherethey could
push off and makeiteasily.

Aboutthistimetheweather took asuddenturnforthe
worse. Windsof aroundsixty milesper hour kicked upall
at once. Thefour o usstarted back toward the"tied up"
rafts, when someone noticed a raft upside down on the
opposite shore. Some fool upstream obviously had not
anchored hisraft very well and it had blownaway. Upon
closer scrutiny, we noticed that the raft looked alot like
oned ours. Indeed, thewind hadflipped oned theboats,
disengaging it and blowingit acrossriver. Wescurried
back to the one remaining boat beforeit met the same
scurried fate.

It was still intact so all four d us jumped in and
paddled tothe other side. The gear wasstill inthe over-
turned boat, but the paddlesweremissing. Wenow faced
adilemma, how to get two boatsthroughthismajor rapid
withonly two paddles. Theimmediateconcern, however,
wastotry andfind someshelter fromtheweather. It had
now commenced to rain cats and dogs along with the
hurricanewinds. Wehad brought noraingear, basedon
thewisdomthat it never rainsinthe summer.

Wemanaged tofind someprotectionunder acoupled
large slanted rocks. Togain somecomfort,ajugdf wine
andabottled Seagrams 7 wereuncapped. Nottosay that
anyone drank in moderation, but my brother obviously
overtrained andspent therest d thetrippukingevery ten
minutes. Hewasalot o fun. Aswecoweredandimbibed,
we noticed that the rain was being swept by the wind
down onesided the canyon, acrosstheriver, and upthe
other side. Then alarge pine tree snapped off about a
hundred feet above us and blew into the river. These
dismal observationsonly caused theimbibitiontointen-
sify, and by the timethestorm begantoabate in acouple
d hoursor so, no onewasexactly sured foot.

After some unintelligible discussion we decided we
were not adequately equipped to run Granite Creek. So
we chose to portage both rafts, hoping to find our lost
paddles downstream. At about the time the arduous
portages were completed, the crew from thefirst boat
camesauntering back up shoreto seewhat wasgoingon.
Fortunately they had found both missing paddles along
theshoreline asthey hiked back. \We were back in busi-
Ness.

Theday wasbeginningtofade, and rememberingthe
previous night's fiasco, we began fervently looking for a
campsite. A gravel bar on the right shore about a half-
miledownfrom Graniteseemedalikely candidate. Itwas
only a few inches out o the water, and actually was a
downright lousy placeto camp. Nevertheless, it wasan
order of magnitude better than the previous night's en-
campment.

That night dinner was eaten cold, and in consider-
ation o theday's considerableconsumption o libations,

along with the exhausting tribul ations we had endured,
bedtimecameearly. Therewasabsol utely nomoonandno
one had brought aflashlight. Sometime duringthenight
| felttheneedtodisposed someof my liquidingestion, but
was reluctant to use my immediate surroundings out of
considerationfor my compatriots. | didmanagetofindthe
riverthoughandwadedout several feettoanswer nature's
call.

Strange how easy it i sto becomedisoriented with zero
light. | tried to return to my sleeping quarters, but no
matter which way | went, the water got deeper. Others
subsequently confessedthat they had thesameexperience
during the night. After ten minutes of sloshing about |
heard somebody snore, beckoning meback home. | groped
my way tothesleeping bagand started toclimbin, where-
upon | was informed, in what | considered a rather
uncourteousmanner, that thesleepingbagwasalready in
use. | finally found my own bed and slept therest o the
night.

We took off downriver once again inlate morning as
the weather improved. Thingswerelooking up. We had
survived thetwo worst rapidsin HellsCanyon, had all o
our gear, and from our best recollection, wefigured there
was nothing o any consequence downstream. So confi-
dent werewe d this, welashed all threerafts together to
facilitate the party and thesharing o thefast dwindling
supply o liquid refreshments. No need to paddieor exer-
ciseany semblancead control, since thestuff downstream
should only beriffles.

Nobody told us about Waterspout rapid.

Waterspout is definitely not a riffle. Infact, it's big
time. However, in our state o delirium we failed to
recognize this. We remained lashed together, and shot
into the rapid, not even wearing our life jackets. A big
wave managed to flip the middle boat end for end and
dumped its occupants into the frothy water. The two
outside boats remained upright.

Onedf thedumpeessurfacedimmediately and grabbed
onto a boat. The other, however, remained unseen for
sometime. Eventually somebody noticedapaddlemoving
downstream besidetheraft with the blade sticking verti-
cally out of thewater afoot. Hereached out and pulledit
up; sureenough themissing dumpeewasontheother end.
The scientists in our crew advanced the really heady
hypothesis that human bodies don't float very good in
frothy water!

Theremainder o thetripwasuneventful. Onepaddle
didsnap, but wasmadesemi-functional againwithasplint
and duct tape. With one boater continually losing his
cookies and pretty much everyone nursing a headache
from over-imbibing, we limped to the take-out. On the
drive home, a feeling d euphoria gradually settled in.
Despite numerous adversities, we had run the big Hells
Canyonrapids. Perhapsnot masterfully nor artfully, but
we had met the challenge and prevailed. We weren't
saying we best theriver, but at |east we survived! @‘
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AWA Board of
Directors Election

Twelvecandidates have been submit-
ted by the AWA Executive Committeefor
approval by the general membership for
inclusion on the Board of Directors.

Their statements are published here
for your consideration.

— 1ot fun. Through thismagazinel meet

Eob Gedekoh
Elizabeth, PA

Membership on the Board of Direc-
fors of the AWA demandsan active com-
mitment to the organization and its
goals. Somemembers o the Board con-

T eentrate onriver safety, others on con-
servation, accessor special events. Dur-
| 1Tjg my service on the Board the produc-
10N of thismagazine has been my par-
ticular niche/ pleasure/ crossto bear.

Editing American Whitewater isalot

many o the paddlers whoare at the fore-

TFont of whitewater recreation. AW helps
justi zfaﬁ to mysdlf, the paddling vaca-

ions| takeall over thecounty. Andit a-

ows me tofoist my sometimesoutland-

=h viewson thewhole whitewater com-

| munity.
Butitisalot of work, too. I spend

: 1 @ bout one hundred hourson each of the

issueswe publish each year. Not an
inconsequential amount of timefor avol-
unteer with a"'real job". The magazineis

g2tting bigger; each year wefill about

s Xty pages morethan the year before.
| amtrying to expand the scopedf the

w1

Susan Wilson )
Asheville, North Carolina

| have really enjoyed workingonthe
AWA Board and planning the Ocoee
Whitewater Rodeo the past five yearsand
the World Rodeoin 1993.1 believerodeo
really pushes kayaking and makesit
morefun for everyone. It pushes com-
ﬁetitorsto perfect harder movesand this

elpsthe skill level and thefunlevel of
all boatersto grow. It hasalso pushed the
boat manufacturers to design more high
tech boatsto make kayaking and canoe-
ing morefun for everyone.

The Ocoee Rodeo rai ses money for the
AWA and our riversand brings new
friendstogether. | could not pull the
Ocoee Rodeo off every year without the
help o thefriends I've met through pad-
dling. | wouldliketo take this opportu-
nity tothank everyone who has helped
with the event. | hopeto seeeven more
new facesand friendsat next year's ro-

| wouldliketo continue to serve asan
AWA Board member inorder to continue
working on the Ocoee Rodeo and toiin-
crease the amount of money the event
raises. | want to continue working with
the National Organization of Whitewater
Rodeos to help encourageall rodeo events
to support river conservation. | would
liketo help put together arodeo manual
in order to help new events get started. |
want to help keep rodeo funfor everyone.
| hope toseeeven more AWA members at
the Ocoee Rodeo next year and | welcome
feedback fromyou al.

Keep having fun!!!!

‘miagazineso that we can appeal to more
aders, while continuing to satisfy our

=

Ftic Alesch
' Lakewood, Colorado

| have beenawhitewater boater and
involved inriver work for over 15 years.
I have served on the Board of the Colo-
rado White Water Association(CWWA)
| fior most of these years. During the past
iwelve years| have worked on many con-
servation issues, but my major current
mreadf interest isriver access. During
tae last four years| have served on the
AWA Board and wouldlike to continue to
o s0. | have beenan active member of
i e AWA Conservation and Access Com-
mittee duringthisterm. | havealso
nlade the following specific contributions
i the organization.
In 19931 co-authored, with Pope Bar-

coreaudience. Recentissueshavein-
cluded articles focused on technique, rac-
ing, rafting and open boating; interviews
with prominent boaters;, aswell ashu-
mor, opinion and fiction features.

I think that American Whitewater
should reflect the diverse interests and
attitudesof all of our members. | con-
sider it an openforum to all whitewater
enthusiasts with something interesting
and responsibleto say. American
Whitewater isthe best whitewater maga
zineinthecountry and, with your sup-

ort, | hopeto make it even better.

row and Rich Bowers,the AWA Access
Policy. Thisfirst-of-its-kind document
lays out our basic philosophy and guid-
ing principlesto protect our rightsto get
toand run whitewater rivers, anissue
that has grown tremendously in impor-
tance over thelast 510 years.

In 19941 instigated the establishment
of aregional whitewater festival in Colo-
rado, co-sponsored by AWA and CWWA.
Thisfestival hassuccessfully raised over
$5000for AWA/CWWA river accessand
conservation efforts.

For thelast year and ahalf | have
beenthe AWA VicePresident, andinthis
capacity | helplead board meetings and
serve asa member of the AWA Executive
Committee. The Executive Committee
frequently needs to make decisionsfor
the organization that must be made be-
tween Board meetings or that are del-
egated by the Board to the Executive
Committee.

Inthe past year we developed a 5-year
Strategic Plan for AWA, laying out our
corefunctions, establishing long-range
goals,and outlining specificstrategies
and milestones to accomplish them. |
helped author this product and assisted
extensively inthefinal production of the
document. | would now liketo help AWA
implement thisplan, increase our mem-
bership, and continueto keepit thefinest
whitewater organizationin the world. |
would appreciate your voteto keep me
on.
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B_arry Grimes
Richmond, KY

If elected to the AWA board of direc-
tors | promise copiousamounts of rain-
fall i n your favorite watershed, agas
eredit card and free shuttle driver train-
isigfor underprivileged non-boaters. |
will introducelegislation within my first
190 days o officeto require businesses
that employ more than two peopletorec-
ognize "whitewater hydrotherapy" asa
| legitimate reason for paid absencesfrom

work. | shall work hard toinsure that all
commercial raftguidestake a mandatory
| "hardboat avoidance" course beforebe-
—migalowedonariver. | canassure you
ihat | will visit my boating constituents
theriver asoften asis humanly pos-
| sible. Inaddition| promiseto havedr
wood at every campsite and a cool er
at every takeout.
Whilethese promises may sound like
mere political pandering, make no mis-
“Tiike, they are. Be confident however,
atif 'mco rmed asan AWA director
~ ¥0u can count on meto apply astrong
dose of energy and any talentsor experi-
—ence | may haveacquired in 14 years of

al love.

ICevin Mendik
For the past five years| have been
with the Nationa Park Serviceacting as
e Northeast Regiona Manager for the

paddling to help our sport and therivers—

Bob Glanville

Glenwood, NY
| am seeking reelection to the AWA
Board of Directors and ask for your sup-

totheBoard of Directors, AWA has
grown from asmall, marginal, all-volun-

vocate of whitewater interests in the
country. Whilethereare many others
who deserve much more credit for those
accomplishments, it has, nevertheless,
been a very exciting timeto beinvolved
with AWA. Now, when AWA speaks,
ﬁeoplelisten. If giventhe opportunity, |

opeto contribute in somesmall way to
the continued successdf AWA asthe
nation's premier whitewater advocate.

| amatrial lawyer and head of the

Environmental Practice Group of West-
ern New York'slargestlaw firm. | ama
founding member and director of New
York Rivers United, afledglingorganiza-
tion whosemission isto protect and en-
hance New York's riversand their eco-
systems. | have beeninvolvedfor many
yearsinwhitewater related issuessuch

port. Intheyearssincel wasfirst eected

teer organization to the most effectivead-

]

A

B
s

ashydrorelicensing, access, liability,
and insurance matters. | hopeto con-
tinueto beinvolved in thoseissueson
both aregional and national level for
many years.

I'ama whitewater and flatwater
boater and have paddledrivers, lakesand
coastal waters throughout the United
States, although in recent years | spent
much more time on the tel ephone talking
about riversthan actually paddling them.

Hydro Technical Assistance Program. |
have worked closely with the boating
community, including AWA and New En-
ﬁland FLOW, to devel op conditions for

ow releases, access points, and land pro-
tection at hydro projects being
relicensed. My primary responsibilities
includedrafting National Park Service
recommendations and negotiating with
ﬁroj ect proponentsto ensurethat en-

anced recreational opportunitiesarea
requirement of any new license.

| am a graduate of the Vermont School

of Law and hold aMaster's Degreein En-
vironmental Analysis.| believethat itis
important to approach hydrorelicensing
aggressively to preservetherightsd
whitewater boatersto accessriversthat
provide whitewater recreation. | feel that
my experience and technical expertise
can help the AWA achieve these objec-
tivesand it would bea privilegeto assist
themintheir efforts.

Chuck Estes
Oak Ridge, TN

| have been running riversfor amost
twenty years; it's my passion. My first
experienceswerein the quiet Gulf
Coastal rivers, but | soon discovered the
power, beauty and excitement of
whitewater and wasimmediately ad-
dicted. Now thesteep creeksd Appaa
chiaand the Cumberlandsiswhere |
spend much of my time with the great
friends | have made aong the way.

These experiences have alerted meto
the development pressures and threatsto
these riversand many timesthe wilder-
nessareasthat they run through. Mv
concern hasled to working with several
conservation organizationsonriver is
sues. | am aboard member of the Tennes:
see Citizensfor Wilderness Planning (the
orst};]ani zation that spearheaded the estab-
lishment of the Big South Fork National
Recreation Areaand the Obed Wild and
Scenic River) and the conservation chair-
man for the East Tennessee Whitewater
Club. | helped developthe Obed River
General Management Plan, which was
very favorable to boaters. My current fo-
cusison the many proposed damson the
Cumberland plateau, protection for the
Caney Fork River, and river accessis

es.

| would be honored to serveasan
AWA director and continue work on
river protection projects. | wouldlikefor
the AWA to utilizeour memberships's di-
versetalentsand commitment toriver
protection to makean even greater im-
pact onriver conservation issues.
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DaV|d Fallside
San Jose, CA

Inthespring of 19951 started the
AWA World Wide Web siteon the
Internet. Sincethen | have guided the di-
rection of the site and have managed, ed-
ited and authored its contents onan al-
most daily basis. Inabout six months, we
have put online more that 1500 pagesin-
cludingriver descriptions, regular up-
dates of accessand conservation items,
superb colour pictures donated from the
Great Falls Raceand elsewhere, Journal
articles, and more. Theresponsetothe
site has been overwhelming: thousands
of requests per week for our web pages,

daily email from USand international
paddlers, several new AWA members per
week, and even arequest to submit a
grant proposal. Cyberspace hasbeenan
exhilarating ride!

AsaDirector, | would beaguidefor
AWA's onlineactivities. | believethat
cyberspaceisapowerful mediumthat
AWA can useto benefit whitewater pad-
dlersimmediately, and at thesametime
advancethelarger causesd the
whitewater community. For example,
the Web site today providesimmediate
help to paddlersintheform o guide-
book-like River Pagesthat contain river
run descriptionsand "links" to online
gaugereadings. Embedded inthese
River Pagesaretimely descriptions of
conservation and access situations that
inform paddlers about issues affecting
theirrivers. In my opinion, today's Web
siteisjust abeginning, and wearestill
learning how to use cyberspacefor the
benefit of the whitewater community. |
intend to keep AWA at theforefront of
cyberspace, both i n terms of technol ogy
andinterms o learning how to makeit
work effectivelyfor the whitewater pad-
dling community.

Y o P Quality
W}n Innovation
Asu \k Service
" (301) 746-5389
Second Skin Pile®

tights, vests, and
one-piece suits

‘upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.O. Box 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
21531
call for
Free Catalog

__W_

&

@m m@ Manutachred in the @m Fﬁh@

United States by Mountain 3rf, inc. y),

Lee Belkn
Glen Allen,

AsChairmand AWA's Safety Com
mittee, | spent my first term on AWA's
Board o Directorsconcentrating on safety
related issuesand supporting AWA's f-
fortsto expand and grow with the sport. |
believe AWA isan organization dedicated
to supporting active whitewater paddlers
d any skill level from classIl to the most
extremeend o the sport. | will continueto
support AWA's growth and usemy influ-
enceasa board member to support
whitewater paddlersdf all skill levels.

During my previousterm, my accom:
plishmentsincluded organizing the execu-
tion and analysis of AWA's Close Cadlsand
Serious Accident Survey alongwith there
lated Safety equipment and attitudes sur-
vey; creating the AWA Whitewater Acci-
dent Databasethat i s now publishedon
AWA's World Wide Web site; workingwith
Charlie Wabridgeto use AWA's network
d board members, regional coordinators,
affiliated clubs, and the Internet toim-
provethe gathering o accident reports;
and coordinatingthe development d the
AWA Safety Cards now being introduced.

Throughout thistimeI've managed to
hold down my engineering job, build two
rural excursionvans, and continue pad-
dling both daysd amost every weekend.

If reelected | promise to continue this
heavy scheduled paddling. Atthe same
time, | will also continueworkingwith the
Safety Committeeto reach the safety re-
lated goalsestablishedin AWA's 5 year
plan, including continued assistance to
Charliewith hisinformation gathering ef-
forts, continued updatesand improve
mentsto the Whitewater Accident Data
base, continued improvementsto the
safety pageson AWA's Website, and coor-
dinating effortsto improvethe whitewater
rating scale.

I believethat promotingsafe boating
attitudesand personal responsibility are
imperativeto accident preventionand will
have positiveeffectson accessissuesas
well. | wishto continueasadirector of
AWA in order to see thiseffort go through.

Thank youfor your support.

American Whitewater VNovember | December 1995




~ Andyou're right. I'm not aserious
kind of guy. I'm afun guy.

Butlef'sfaceit. The AWA Board has
plenty of serious personalities holding
Posmons And they do great work on dif- |

icult issueslike conservation, safety and
access. But despite the somber threats
that confront our sport—you can't lose
sight of thefact that 98%df everythin
involving boati ntiisagood time. An

I'm thefrivolous kind of guy to represent
that carefreeelement of the sport.

That's why | wasone of co-chairmen
of the AWA’s original Gauley Fest...the
editor of American Whitewater when it
changed toitscurrent popular

L. e e e

— - format...the coordinator of the Silent 1B

Chris Koll Auction at the Gauley Fest for the past 10

Liverpool, New York seasons...an organizer of whitewater fea

| know...you see my nameand you're  Sibility studies...and the coordinator for -

probably thinking: "What'sKoll doing ~ thisyear's Moose Fest. _

running for Board of Directorsagain? Hey...l know theseareall enjoyable -

He's not aserious kind of guy.” tasks...but somebody has got to do them! Landis Arnold

Boulder CO
. . . Age3s

major forcefor river safety, fin competi- Active Paddling since1974
tIOI’l, and conservation. | even found time For morethan Z)years now,
|eft over to paddlesomeof theworld's whitewater kayaking and paddling in
| am very proud of what wehaveaccom- | my interestsand time. My parents

plished duringthelast Dyears- in par- started paddling in the | afe '60's and were
thUI_ar the infusion of dozensof Very en- extrernely wpportived mewhen | an-
ergeticand capable paddlersasdirectors, | noynced'that I wanted tostart. They and
regional coordinatorsand staff, thereis | their peersintroduced meto both the
still much more to be done. If AWA isto need for safety and skill development, as
truly prosper and mature, we must well astheimportanceof political action
achieve the goalsdf itsfirst Strategic inriver and access protection. These

Plan. If elected Director, | will work with | combined needs are paramount for our
everyone at AWA to assure achievement | and our children'sfutureenjoyment of

of these goal's- namely, doubling AWA’s our wild water envirionments.

membership, procurement of foundation | am personally very involvedinriver
) grants, implementation of theriver ac- access issues, especially herein Colo-

Pete Skinner cess plan, enhancement of the Journal, rado, and have special interestin

| first began my serviceasan AWA Di- and expansiondf AWA’s saf et% program. | intellegently improving accessof many d*
rector sometime duri n%the mic-1970's. Most importantly, I treasure the privi- the"permitted riversof the west, aswell
Sincethat time, | have helped AWA leged working alongside somed the asdefining "rights of navigation" to apply
weather itsmost serious crisesandthen  best minds and most committed peoplel | to paddlecraft, and paddieablerivers.
helped it riseto national prominenceasa haveever met - the AWA Team! Growingout of my passion for pad-

dling, In1984,| began importing Prijon
Kayaks, founding then Wil dwasser Sport
XSA, Inc. to carry out thi_sglcc.upatiloréEJI
; - sacompany weareactively involv
EXPEDICIONES Kavaek eround the country and world vith des!-
—— y ersand paddlers. The company isan ex-
— cellent resourcefor information gather-

————— I\/I e X I C O ingand dissemination on critical issues
that effect our riversand accesstothem.

; Itishasasoalowedall of ushere, to
Whitew a? er « Blu eW.at er « Warmwater find work i nthesport welove so much.
’ Whitewater Kayaking Adventures | woulg look ;‘]orward toany servicel
e — . . . can provide to the AWA irector or
————  Santa Maria® Rio Verde* Cascadas Micos * El Salto asar?individual _eTheAVe\l/?o‘eﬁs,l iﬁcn?y ©
AGUA AZUL _ _ opinion, the critical voicein America
) 2081462-3361 Waterfalls e Travertine rapids and the World, for Whitewater. From
BAEXTCOY Expediciones Agua Azul Expert and Intermediate adventures Landis Arnold,
Box 111 Instructionfor all abilities 75322.1530@Compuserve.com

Garden Valley, Id. 83622 December - April a Affordable prices
72773.3106Qcompuserve.com Mexico has it all!

S
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- EMPLOYMENT
- CPPCRTUN TY
AWA/NATIONAL
CRGAN ZATI ON

AWA/NOWR isseekingan in-
dividual to manage theadministra-
tionand programmingof the grow-
ing NOWR event schedule in coordi-
nation with individual event orga-
nizers. General responsibilitiesto
include: marketing, sponsor solicita
tion, consultation on devel opment of
new events, managing aspects of
event series, publicity, communica
tions. Qualificationssought: three
years experience i n event manage-
ment and/or promotion; Bachelors
Degree, business school certificate or
accumulated comparable skillsand
experience; ability to work indepen-
dently, use judgment and initiative;
analytical skillsand famililarity
with word processing, database and
spreadsheet software; acuteability to
laugh, enjoy the uncertainty of
change and eagernesstolearn and
discover.

Complete job descriptionsavail-
able uponrequest. Send resume by
January 1to AWA, P.O. Box 329,
Phoenicia, NY 12464.

Adventure Medical Kits
Adventure Quest

Aire

Aiight Inflatables
Appomattox River Company
Backcountry Outfitters
Backlund Paddles

Beechwood Print & Graphics

Sophia Bienek-Cate

Blue Ridge Outdoors
Canoe Magazine

Canoes by Whitesell
Central PA Kayak School
Chattooga River Adventures
Chattooga Whitewater Shop
Clarke Outdoors

Clinch Paddles

Colorado Kayak Supply
Cool Breeze Airbrushing
Cool Ridge Company
Custom Inflatables

W L

"
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It happens like clockwork every year. And every
year it grows. The1995 Gauley Festival was no excep-
tion. Theeveningwas clear and cool, attracting over

Dagger 2500 paid attendees to thefestivities. We hopeyou
Duckworks weretherefor thefun. If not, see you next September.
Earth Lidz AWA wishes to thank thefollowing donors and ex-
Endless River Adventures hibitors for their support:

Extrasport

Kent Ford

Four CornersRiver Sports Mountain State Kayak and Canoe Co. River and Sea Watersports
G.H. Enterprises Mountain Surf The Rivermen

GaleForce NantahalaOutdoor Center Riversport School of
Gentry Video New Wave Kayaks Paddling

Gorilla Whitewater New Wave Waterworks Salamander Products
Green Walrus Screenworks Norse Paddles Shiels Productions
Harmony Batiks North American River Runners Sidewinder Whitewater

Impex International Northwest River Supplies Silver Creek Paddles
JAG Manufacturing Nova Starrk-Moon Kayaks
Keel Haulers Ocoee Canoe Company Surfins

Kikwood Winery Open Aii Clothing Tectonic Outdoor Clothing
K okatat 0OS Systems Teva

L’Eau Vive PD Designs Waterline

Lightning Paddles Patagonia Wave Sports

Lunatic Designs Perception White Tree Pottery
Mad River Canoes Possum Creek Productions Wiggly Stick Paddles
Man of Rubber Possum Point Productions Wildside Images
Menasha Ridge Press Prijon Kayaks Wildside Productions
Millbrook Boats Ramsey Outdoor Wildwater Designs
Mohawk Canoes Rapid Designs Wing Inflatables
Mongo Products Rapidstyle

Mountain Gear Remmos Tropicales Paddles

1996 Whitewater Galendar

Action Packed

During the past six years Rapid
Shooters Photography of Lotus, Califor-
nia has published a whitewater calendar
featuring shotsdof CaliforniaRivers.
Thisyear they have gone global.

Their 1996 Edition, Riversd the
World, features action shotsfrom such
diverselocationsas Chile, Turkey, Ten-
nessee, Colorado and New Zealand.

Most of the photos, taken by well
known whitewater professional photog-
rapherslike Phil DeRiemer, Sandy
Loftis, Mark Leder-Adamsand Skip
Brown, are bigwater action shots of raft
carnage or spectacular scenicviews.
But veteran Robert Harrison has con-

reviewed by Bob Gedekoh

tributed several dynamic photosof mem-
bersdf the U.S. Slalom Teaminaction.

Kim Chater's photosdf hard boaters
onthe Kern are notable, but Chater's se-
quencedf araft running OrewaFallsin
New Zealand ismy favorite. Herea hap-
less passenger finds himself desperately
clinging to theraft, ashisswimtrunks
are sucked off histoes.

Onthewall o your kitchen or at the
office, thisquality calendar should offer
vicariousthrills whilecounting the days
till your next river trip.

Rivers o the World isavailablefrom
Rapid Shooters, 7221 Highway 49, L otus
CA 95651 (1-8004-RAPIDS)
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\ I thought that I had seen it all; rodeos, squirt
, boating, slalom racing, and even Jeff
% Snyder’s newest inovation, “Striding”.
. But what do you call two guys flying

S side by side off an eighteen

™

‘\.,.‘_‘H‘ foot waterfall?
e




attaining the Potomac River gorge, | found a8
/ nyself at the base of Great Falls, a series of several
class 5-6 waterfalls located just miles up-river of Wash-
ington DC. [ was admiring the power of a; .l.'|1 drop when | no A
/” i a couple of kayakers on thelr way toward the first waterfall.

¥ Having nevor coon anyone run sreat Falls, | becameexcned Be-

y sideby S|deI
At the bottor n I had an o pportunity to chat withtheduo. Thetwo
slalom racers, Sam Drevo and John Trujillo (AKA Tree), are mein-
bers of the Tight Formai m. Sponsored by and pad-
cuing wave Sport Kayaks, meream iscurrently shooting raw footage
for a new extreme kayaking video due out next year. Thetwo pio-
neered the new style of hairboating last summer. Labeled "Tight For-
mation kayaking , mestyle reflects many aspectsd team slalomrac
o ThEBoatts run different whitewater in tight formation. The
two donot pray favorite fo any oneriver, but they did say, " The
bigger and higher the waterfall, the better!"
Keep anoye out for this new craze. |t seemstobe
ping upron different rivers around the country The
T Tl P lE s T ne e T u.';'[hThPfIthVIGPn-

“-r
" = _—
3 - i

e
tical gear that the team wears: matching .ﬂ-_'-
life jackets, matching helmets, ;
even hockey jerseys!



13th Annual

National Paddling Film Festival

ebrua y 24 1996
ex igton, Kﬂﬂt’ﬂfkj
zeds go to river conservation

‘uonniadwo) epys feased wii4 Bujpped [euogeN 661 8y} Jo Jeuu

WAL 8 |
e SiZ &
PO. Box 4231

Lexington, Kentucky 40544

Tim Williams on the Caney Fork, by Scott Shoupe -
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NEW COLORADO GUIDE PRAISED

COLORADO RIVERS AND CREEK Shy Gordon Banks and Dave Eckardt $24.00

. Moenkopi Digital Formations, 3432 Cripple
ROE AT

o thereader. Writtenfrom the perspec-

Creek Square, Boulder, Colorado 80303

A review by Elmors MHolmas

The Rocky Mountain streams o Colo-
rado are magnificent intheir beauty and
power. But most yearstheir seasonis
fairly short duetotheir dependency on
snowpack runoff. And becauseall thewa
tershedsreceivetheir snowmelt at about
thesametime, no paddler hastimeto
conquer al of theminagivenyear. |
first paddled Coloradowhitewater in the
summer of 1994, and only because my
companions had traveled there a number
of timesbeforewas| ableto find my way
around. Even though my experience
there wassubstantial, | cameaway with
many questions: What sort of runsdid we
not get to do thissummer? How doesone
find information on water levels, and
what isagood level for agivenriver? In
what partsof the state can | find many
runsat my skill level?

Enter Colorado Riversand Creeksby
Gordon Banks and Dave Eckardt, which
cameout thisyear. | got my handsona
copy inearly June, just as| was depart-
ingfor my second Coloradotrip. The
enormous snowpack which had accumu-
lated over the winter promised an ex-
tended boating seasonfor meto test the
usefulness of this new guidebook.

Sevenweekslater | returned home
feelinglikea Coloradolocal, thanks
largely to Colorado Riversand Creeks.
The book was a wonderful enhancement
tomy tripfor thefollowingreasons:

Geographic coordination. Each
chapter of the book features a particular
watershed, and the significant
whitewater runsinthat watershed are
coveredfrom mouth to headwaters. Be:
cause d thisformat it iseasy to deter-

mine which geographicareas have a
good concentration of runswhich suit
one's skillsand tastes. The paddler
whose budget and schedul e demand effi-
cient planning will greatly appreciate
thisaspect of the book.

Flow information. The Colorado
Divisiondof Water Resourcesprovidesa
serviceknown as Watertalk, and auto-
mated telephone system which givesa
"cfs" reading for the mgority of theriv-
ers, creeks, and canalsinthestate. The
authors have provided instructionsfor
using Watertalk and listed the touch-tona
codefor everyriver.

Obscure runs, Duringmy trip| dis
covered Grape Creek, Castle Creek, the
East Fork of the San Juan and the South
Fork of the Cachela Poudre—four of the
numerous runscovered in ColoradoRiv-
ersand Creekswhich aregivenlittieor
no consideration in previous guidebooks.

Ludd directionsand maps. Not
oncedid | have difficulty finding a putin
or atakeout. The mapsincludecamp-
ground locations aswell as pertinent
landmarks and local pointsadf interest.
Restaurants/Watering holes. In' %,
my friends guided meto the hallowed
Bucksnort Saloon up theroad from the
town of Pine, near Bailey Canyon. Now
the Bucksnort islisted along with many
other local establishmentsin Colorado
Riversand Creeks, so that the reader
might know where the sceneis cool and
the beer iscooler at the end of aday of
boating.

Perhapsthe most attractive nuance
d ColoradoRiversand Creeksisthein-
vitingworld it createsin the imagination

tive of anexpert boater and 1llustrated
“with an eclectic collection of color photo-

G raphs, the book aptly portrays the won™

derland of fun and frolicwhich the state's
riversprovide each spring. Layingout
well-known runssuch asthe Numbers
| section of the Arkansas and the Shoshone
section of the Colorado, and then build-

| "ing on thisinformation with the more
esoteric, Banks and Eckardt have created
awonderful tool for those exploring the
state.

Difficulty ratingsfor rivers, a hotly-
debated issuein recent AWA journals, is
the one point on which | have heard the
book criticized. Theauthors, somefeel,
downplay the danger present on some
runsand makerather liberal use of the
International Scaledf River Difficulty.
Such criticism isnot entirely unfounded.
For example, the M eatgrinder section of
the Crystal River, which previous guide-
book authors have dismissed asall but
unnavigable (and on which, in’94, 1
watched afriend commit a small miscue
which nearly cost him hislife), i spre-
sented on page 62 as perfectly negotiable.
"Thereisserious gradient here combined
with must-make moves' istheonly state-
ment which seems to acknowledgethe po-
tentially fatal consequencesof a screw-
up. Furthermore, after running somead
the streams deemed " ClassIV+” by the
authors, | felt they merited aClassV rat-
ing. Clearly thisisa book written by
highly skilled boaters whose experience
at the gnarly outer limit of river naviga
bility hasled themto assign arguablerat-
ing tolessdifficult, yet still quiteintense,
whitewater. However, Banksand Eckardt
emphasizethat such assessmentsvary among
individualsand that their opinions should
not replacethe paddler'spersonat judgment:
"Rarely do we offer adrop-by-dropdescrip-
tiond arun. When in doubt, scout!"(p.v).

Thenumber d copies| saw thissummer
in the handsd boatersor on the dashboards
d parked shuttlevehiclesindicatesthat Co
rado Riversand Creskshasalready emerged
asthe cream o the state'swhitewater guide
books.

Great Flis Race

on The Potomac
1995Video, 28 min. Ster eo Sound

First time down the
middle & highest water
level

™ A AL A"

© Hancock Independent Productions 1507 Dectur st. N.W. Washington D.C., 20011

$19.95%$ 4.00 far
shipping and handling
toorder call 202.291.6393

-.themost successful
.kayak of all times...

claimed a british whitewater

magazine.So Why don't weseeit?

Address in exle[from Nath Carding):

22733575 @
Cirnicka 29,Prague 8, Czech Rep.

r""ﬁ =
I (706) 745 6056
<3
ik J <> 8475Dockery Blairsville,Georgia 3512

The newSTratoQuatiCiys

with the widest Sweet spot -Again to
ingoire pretender s? Don't wary it!
You have been told. See it!
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Gregt Falls
Race Video
Available

reviewed by Bob Gedekoh

Great Falls Race: 1995 Produced by
Bill Hancock, Directed by Sherry
Hancock, Hancock Independent Produc-

tions, 1507 Decatur St. N.W., Washington, |

D.C. 20001 (202) 291-6393.

Whitewater rodeo star and master
hair boater Clay Wright saysthe Great
FallsRaceis"the best race going...the
steepest... the shortest... and the most
fun."

No one can deny that the 1995 race
course, through the center of the
Potomac's massive falls complex, was
short and steep. Asfor fun... well, all of
the competitors i n thisvideo seem to be
havingagood time. But it surely must
have been FUN of the SCARY variety.

The1995event was moved to the cen-
ter of theriver because the Potomacwas
running too high to safely race the tradi-
tional line over the Spout. But, asthis
video clearly demonstrates, the competi-
torsdid not get off easy. The center line
features two steep, complex plunges, in
the midst o agauntlet o undercuts, boils
and pourovers.

Asrace coordinator Gil Rocha points
out, "There area multitude of slots... go
down the wrongslot and you won't make
it." That's reassuring!

Bill and Sherry Hancock used several
cameras, strategically placed, to capture
the action at the 95 race. Asa conse-
quencetheentire coursewasfilmedinits
class V+ entirety. Thevideo clearly dem-
onstratesthe complexities and dangers of
the course; even to those of uswho have
never seen Great Falls.

Virtually every competitor's descent
down thetreacherous courseisincluded,
and whilethere areafew closecals...
flipsand brushes with undercuts... every-
onemakesit to thefinish lineintact. The
video has been tightly edited by Charles
Bokor, punctuated with brief interviews
with several of the competitors.

The camerawork is professional and
solid, sothat it iseasy to visualize the
complexity of thelinedownthecenter.

Thevideo will surely bea priceless
souvenir to those who were gutsy enough
to take the challenge, whileit allowsthe
rest of usto vicariously experience the
thrill of racing Great Falls.

Bruce Babbitt celebrates Potomac River!

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt hosted a town meeting in Old Town Alexandria,
Virginiaon October 20,1995, to celebrate the remarkabl e cleanup of the Potomac
River. Boating groups from around the area made up alarge part of those attanding
this event - including AWA staff, the Canoe Cruisers Association (CCA), the Potomac
Canservancy and the Blue Ridge V oyageurs. Woody Eicke, a CCA member and long-
time paddler of the Potomac basin, spokeon behalf of the recreational boaters who
haveenjoyed thisresourcefor many years.

Earlier that week Secretary Babbitt rafted a whitewater section of the James River
ndar Richmond, Virginiawith AWA Regional Coordinator Charles Ware. Thesevisits
were part of aseriesd Regional Heritage Tours Babbitt hasmade since April to high-
light the success of America's environment and natural resource laws, and to inform
local citizens about effortsin Congressto repeal or defund these laws. Look for addi-
tional information on Secretary Babbitt's activities in the January/February issue of
Annerican Whitewater.

B-T-HT.Y,
| Kayaks
Experience the

Sensation!

Hurricane paddling

is a full body experience.
You and the boat become
one, exposing the river's
potential. Experience the
sensation yourself,

For a free Prijon catolog
call or wrile:

WILDWASSER SPORT USA
P.O. Box 4617
Boulder CO 80306
303/ 444-2336

Fax No. 303/444-2375
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Phofos. top to bottom by Emily Truckenmiller

SIXTH GREAT FALLS
P ADNIN ‘ACE

"“l\f‘ll 1

by Pop2 Barrow

lomracer and U.S. Kayak Team
Member, Scott Shipley, blazed his
way downtheclassV courseinthe
1995 Gresat Fallsraceto scoreade-
cisive 2.28 second victory over second
placefinisher, Clay Wright. Third place
washailed down by Kurt Brdunlich.
Kurt was 1.25seconds behind Clay.

Inthe C-1 class, the honorswent to
Ryan Bahn with Scott McCleshey coming
in second and Adam Boyd, third.

The coursefor the August 13,1995
event wasan exciting one, down the
middle section of thefallswith two steep
dropsand plenty of boilsand pourovers
toadd spice. Thefinal dropisknown as
the" Streamers”. A wrong move here
could mean a broken leg or worse.

Theannual Great Fallsraceisoneof
aseriesof "hair" races held around the
country onriverssuch asthe North Fork
of the Payettein Idaho, Gore Canyonin
Colorado, and the Upper Y oughiogheny.

The Great Fallsrace wasoriginated
by Andy Bridge, CCA member and
downriver C-1 champion. Andy orga
nized thefirst racesthrough the Virginia
side of Great Falls, including thedra
maticfinal drop over the" Spout™.

Unfortunately, the Spout has proven
too hazardousfor arace at certain water
levels. 1n 1994, organizersdecided to can-
cel theracefor thisreason.

The 1995 race was thefirst timethe
race hasbeenrun at levelsdeemed too
high for the Virginiaside. Thelevel this
year was 3.470n the Little Falls gauge.
1995 race coordinator, Gil Rocha, i scred-
ited with theidead running different
routes through thefallsas water levels
changed to avoid another race cancella
tion.

, _ e -
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The center route through Great Falls,
which isoftenrun at higher levelsthan
the Virginia side, was pioneered by local
expert, Chris Good. At the expense of
some bone. skin, and cartilage over the
past few years, Chris identified the most
feasible routein thissection.

Therewere 3l entrantsinthe1995
race. ThreeC-1 boatsand 28kayaks. The
full resultsand timeswere asfollows:

C-1:

1- Ryan Bahn (1:00:08); 2- Scott
McCleshey (1:03:68), 3- Adam Boyd
(1:11:99)

K-1:

1- Scott Shipley (48:40), 2- Clay
Wright (51:21), 3- Kurt Brdunlich (52:48),
4- Sam Drevo(53:48),5- Chris H. (53:86),
6- Louis Geltman (56:15), 7- Howard
Tidwell (57:30), 8- SilcisTreadway and
KvleMarinello (57:80 TIE), 9- Martin
Navaril (59:58), 10 - Gil Rocha (1:00:46), 11
- Robert Kelly (1:00:68), 12 - Tom ("' Blood
Dog") Brothers (1:02:90), 13- Alex
Markoff (1:04:18), 14 - Andrew McEwan
(1:05:09), 15- Dave Bruton (1:06:68), 16 -
Jerry Jascomb (1:07:08),17-Tom
McEwan (1:07:48), 18 - Mike Hipsher
(1:07:55), 19 - Ryan Goodrow (1:07:74), 20-
Rich Hoffman (1:07:86), 21- Middy
Tilghman (1:08:65), 2 - Chris Wilson
(1:09:11), 23- Dave Jeffrey (1:09:58), 24 -
Ricky Rodriguez (1:11:33), 25- Billy-Bob
("Crash & Burn") Taylor (1:15:61), 26 -
Rich Drevo(1:32:99), and 27 - Ben Witt
(1:33:30).

Above: Olympian Scott Shipley, Photo by John Cushing
Below:Streamers, the final drop of 1995 Great Falls Race. Photo by John Cushing
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Zbd Wins
ain!!!

For thefourteenth timeinfifteen years Roger Zbel
posted thefastest timein the Upper Yough Downriver
Race, held in western Maryland on August 28 Zbdl, owner
o Precision Rafting, paddled thefour plusmileclassIV-
V course in a wildwater kayak, asdid seven of thetop ten
finishers.

Whitewater innovator and squirtmeister Jeff Snyder
finished second. John Weld, head kayak instructor at
Riversport and regular columnist for American
Whitewater, finished third.

Fourth place went to hair boater extraordinaire'
Howard Tidwell, paddling a Wavehopper.Tidwell had
only paddled the Upper Yough once beforein the plastic
wildwater boat. Fifth place went to race organizer and
boat designer Jesse Whittemore, al'so paddlinga
Wavehopper. Veteran Upper Yough guide SteveKauffman
finished sixth.

Thefastest timeinasaom kayak was posted by Bob
Vernon, whofinished seventh overall, demonstrating,
onceagain, the virtues of crosstraining. Vernonowns
Whitetail Biking i n nearby Morgantown, West Virginia.
Eighth place went to local favorite Rick Gusicina
Wavehopper.

The second and third fastest timesin slalom kayaks
were posted respectively by veteran riverman Ted New-
tonand local high school teacher and wrestling coach
Scott Stough, who finished ninth and tenth overall.

CaraBurrell O'Brien placedfirst in the women's divi-
sion, followed by Coleen Laffey and Jane Allison
Andraka.

John Dierdorf beat out Russell Ford, Jr. and Kathy
Howertonin the open boat division.

For a number of competitorsthisyear's racewasa
family affair. Howard Tidwell's cousin, Clay Wright, who
had just returned from hisimpressive performanceat the
World Rodeo Championshipin Europe, posted thefourth
fastest timeinaslalom boat and twelfth overall.
Whitewater guru Tom McEwan of the Valley Mill Camp
inWashington D.C. finished fourteenth, son Andrew, age
14, finished 30th. Ambrose Tuscano finished 34th, ahead
of hisfather, AWA Director Barry Tuscano, who tackled
theraceinaK-2with partner Emile Ledonne. And Steven
Andraka beat hiswife Jane to thefinishlinewith just a
minute to spare.

Thetimes of most competitorswere oneto two min-
uteslonger than those they had posted during the 1994
race, when theriver wasrunning several inches higher.

Thetraditional post race party and awards ceremony,
hosted by Jesse Whittemore, was held that evening inthe
town park. A wavehopper, donated by Perception was
auctioned for $800, which was donated to the AWA for
river conservation efforts. Barbecued chicken, an open
keg and the hot, eclectic soundsof the band Parhelion
capped thefestivities, making the 15th Upper Yough Race
awhitewater affair toremember.
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Fifteenth Upper Yough Race Raging Success
e — —

HE GLORIOUS UPPER YOUGH RACE

1995 Results

Last. First Name Class Eipish Time

Zbel, Roger wwkl a2 47
Snyder, Jeff wwKl EA0CET:66
Wed, John wh (30cs5:65
Tidwell, Howard wh 181 s o
Whittemore, Jess wh A6
Kauffman, Steve wwkl 314008
Vernon, Bob kl (AT 04:30
Gusic, Rick wh EA2-ER:81
Newton, Ted kl e Ea-04
Stough, Scott kl 0323330
Herrera, Mike wh :AZ=56:27
Wright, Clay kl 0325745
Beaks, Jason kl 0118
McEwan, Tom wh 0300608
Clapp, Tracy wh O3 16: T
Stump, Charles kl [
Gedekoh, Bob kl L1 5 RN
Gavin, Tim kl {3402t
Hipgrave, Chris Kkl [REEET
Cornwdll, John kl [T Wit ]
Allen,Bob kl {45456
Geltman, Louis kil {e34:55:90
Casey, Kurt kl 351437
Tomko, Dean kil ea3s5:15:84
Sullivan, Jason kl TaEITs
O’Brien, Chara kl | e e
Heller, Bill Kkl I L
Kruger, Ken kl SR e
Kyser,Ken Kkl | N
McEwan, Andrew kl {5;46:38
Lieb, Doug kl 0e35:58:51
Hoda, Paul kl (55688
Laffey, Colleen kl rAE06: 16
Tuscano, Ambrose kl (k260745
Sarich, Dan Kkl {3 L0
Emerick, Chris kl k361174
Joly,Brian kl 5 1R854
Hoffman, Rich kl 362657
Stano, Michagl kl 1 e
Heffeman, Rich kl k36:3764
Schreiber, Eric kil AR LR
Bokor, Charlie kl ;364578
Knechtel, Jeff kil (r®E:50-40
Jacobson-Bassage k2 3710004
Tuscano-Ledonne k2 (373700
Brindle, Mathew kl iy |
Andraka, Steven kl x38:02-68
Greiner, Joe kl (e 3R:30044
McCoy, Matthew S. q (585631
Bahn, Ryan cl (35715
Coleman, Thomas G. kl (80615
Milligan,Mike kl (3806260
Varble, Derek kl (30 2830
Andraka, Jane Allison kl (355350
Piraino, Chris kl e 400 5
Williams, Ladd kl e -8
Wilson, Susan kl (el 4R6
McCarty, Michael k1 ek 1248
Fledgle, Bill Kkl el 4B-T8
Black, Dave kl e 1:08-08
Alexander, Ron tp R
Ruehle, Deb kl Oc41:51268
Y oung, Bill tp e 1c15
Gittings, Carl kl O 4445
Derdorf, John oc OedS:00e 16
McClintock, Michael cl 0:45:23:04




UPPER YOUGH RAGE

Key: kl-slalom kayak, wwk1- wildwater
kayak, wh- wavehopper, cl- closed canoe, oc- open
canoe, k2- two man kayak, tp- topolino kayak

Theorganizers and competitorsof the 1995 Up-
per Yough Race would liketo thank thefollowing
for their generoussupport:

+$0-200 Rudy's Ski Shop, High Mtn.Sports,
North American River Runners, White Water Ad
ventures, RiverSport School of Kayaking, Aquatic
Center, Attitude, Prijon Kayaks, Ohiopyle Trad-
ing Post, Chuck Stump, Laurel Highlands River
Tours, OhiopylePrints.

+$200-400 Wilderness VVoyagers, Barb
Grossman and Ann Kierski

+$400- 600 DemareeInflatable Boats

+$600-800 M ountain Surf Inc.

+Very special tbanksto Perception Kayaksfor
their exceptional support, valued at well over

Whitewater veterans Chuck Stump and Dean Tomko battle for position Thanksalso to David Boyd for computerizing

in the 1995 Upper Yough Race, Photo generously donated by Wild

Rivers Photo Service, Ohiopyle, PA. Photo by Skip Seeman

theentriesand results; to Mountain Surf for the use of their
computer/ Xerox andfor tolerating the race day pandemo-
nium; to Barry Tuscanofor lighting; to the AWA for man-

Ford, Russell P. Jr. oc 0:46:02:55 power, especially Rich Bowers, Rich Hoffmanand PopeBar-
Howerton, Kathy oc 0:47:15:73 row; to the Wild Rivers Photo Service df Ohiopyleand to
Norton, Patric C. kil 0:48:51:02 Nancy Zbel and Ann Kierski for baggingthe prizes.

Adams, Barry kl 0:53:23.66 And most of all, thanks to Jesse and Sharon Whittemore
Joffrion, Paul oc 1:06:26:42 for ajob well dond!!

—

THIGH BEFAESER - NEW FOR 95

Mohawk’s new and revolutionary THIGH RETAINER takes
the place of thigh straps or saddles with built-in thigh retainers.
Thisinnovative thigh retainer holds its shape so the paddler eas-
ily slips into "paddling position™ without readjustment or having
the hassle of getting into thigh straps.

This new system quickly and easily adjusts, with a stainless
steel cam buckle, to fit any size paddler. By pulling on asingle
strap, located just forward of your lap, both legs are released at
once for aquick exit. The four inch width of the unit and its thick
micro cell foam give very comfortable and firm support to your
thighs and hold you firmly in the boat with very little knee lift.
This unit will retro fit most foam saddles and pedestals.

MOHMAWE S VEN SADDLE st THIGH EETATNERS

Mohawk has a new foam saddle with integrated quick release thigh retainer and
knee wedges. It holds you comfortable and firmly in place and is adjustable so it
will fit practically anyone.

" So quick and easyto getin and out of: No thigh strapsto messwith and it holdse firm-
b in place, yet it is very confortable™ (Jeff Richards - Steep creeker, winner 1992
Ocoee Rodeo & Winner 1994 short boat class Dixie Division (slalom races).

“I've used @ Mohawk ##4gh retainer on big water in Costa Rica, #he Upper Yough and
Seep Crecksand 75 just grear. | tisextremely comfortableand holdsyou #igh#y in the boat.
I firs anyone,iseasy in and out, ard Jast bur not least, pull o one strap that is practical-
P inyour lap and it rdeaseshoth legsat once The studentsin my canoerolling classesjust
loveit". (Mike Aronoff - ACA Instructor, Washington DC area_

“Mokawt’s mma thigh
retainer is great! Really
holds you in the boat, yet ©

out of: It guickly adjusts tO
fir all 9zes o our students.

for both Zegs is the easest
rddesse I've s and it sure”
is comfortable."
Latham - Longtime ACA
Trainer).

YAKIMA FIOOOT BRACES

T\/iOHAWK’S SADDLE |~ SAME AS ABOVE Wil y

MOHAWK CANOES - 963 COUNTRY ROAD 427N - LONGW + 32750
l PHONE: 407 8343233 FAX: 407 834 0292

INETALLATHON INSTRUCTIONS INCLUTDED = £AL
I AT 1 rerra | ewriviy ke HTEM = Ak LT b LA TORY AHRELT]
MCHIAWE S SUNHLE | wrsdy s wiohoos s ralm, | Bisdam bk VLT EATION B Wy X o e T

I Ly ey G-k Y- M X 44 b 13

ONE SIZE W/D-RINGS $39.951 e,

American Whitewater v November | December 1995



STRAPS! AAUGH!

An assault on our way of life.s

Dy Mprace Shpanar

There must be
stop it.
This, this... dare.l say
the"S' word? Thisthingis
invading our collective psyche and

destroying thefabric o paddiemania. It
threatensto erode the very foundation of
our sport. | know by now you are with
meinidentifying thisterriblethingas...
STRAPS.

Ohhh, | said it. Yuck. Canyou be
lieveanybody would affix the most pre-

~—— %
&
@,
% %
- b o =
: L
3
=
_________ EE'&?;_ e s
fousthing they owntotheir ve- ,}E\Up
~hiclE with a... strap. Can you imag- ay qu?'
“ine oo knots, no tangled up messof rope. =
Please say i alnt so! %' ot
It's really all my fault. Several Y =
yearsago | beganto noticethat some of % Lo} -y
my-friendswere usingstraps. | didn't : ‘i‘;ﬁ e ".éf'
pay any attention. | just figured they '%. fopk g™
didn't know any better and would soon -ft;&,t ‘E‘!f R
shapeup. Finally,itdl camehometome 'E:r,& S on its aar= e
when along time die hard rope paddl er Ty - oy
buddy of mine C_wp_r Ch_db_rn (I have and froth;, &
clearly disguised his namesoasnot to Ity T &
cause embarrassment) bought straps. M) s 7 E"
What's more he even uses them! Qg o iy gy POvg =]
Mommastell your children, daddies k _ i ;ﬂ“ ha
be ready with the shotgun. It'stimeto " E by Py, © 48 gy
make astand and fight thisthing. Tie Ye2 By :
your boatson with ropes, and lots of ol
them. Remember the question isto knot Editor'snote: Pete Fey wrotethis
and knot somemore, that it be nobler whilerecoveringfroma boating mishap.
than not knot. Youll thank melater. Wehope he'sfedling better.

Whitewater Kayaking in Chile
It’s the trip of a lifetime!

ExpedicionesChile trips are more than just paddling challenging
rivers. They're an extraordinary experience. |magine the best
day of paddling you've ever had, greeted at the end of the day by
an ox cart shuttle capped with arelaxing saunaand massage. Our
trips have gained an international reputation— the best-of-the-best.
Please contact usfor more information.

Expediciones Chile
333 Eal's Roed, Bryson City, NC 28713
Compuserve 71774,756
Fex 7041488-9082
Phone 5001483-9082
e




DROPLETS

by Gary Rempe

Dropletsdraped over hilltopsasrain's splendid sheet,
sparkling pureecstasy, withlight, they openly meet.

Shimmering, shining, spectrum, playingloveasavessel for light,

bending, arching, fallingthrough infinite rainbowsd life.

Spittering, spattering, sputtering they finally sound,
drops, gurglingand then gushing
through greenery and gravel
down, alwaysdown.

Singingglassy waves, humming tight chutes,

screamingfalls, whistling eddies,
dancing over ledgesinto holesin thesun,
life amid boul dersthe bubbling essenceof fun!

Sowly so dowly new pathsforever sketch mother's fleetingface,
slyly how slyly worn gradient lessensafrantic pace.
Slyly how slyly time steals splashy youth from thee,
dower now slower amelancholy meanderingto the sea.

No obstacles now, more dead than alive they quietly brew,
stolid, stationed, in adeath salted stew.
They dream o their former journey now more dreamthan life,
filled with hope someday to find again true beingin strife.

Lucky are they for this hope may cometrue,
lifewould somberly ceasewereit meor you.
For them, enviablethem, acircular existenceall that's known,
alifed second chances, their vibrant cycle, their home.

Don't Let Your Mother
Watch This Video!

SHOGUN - The ultimatewhitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak

Still made using tough crosslinked polyethyleneconstruction

A
EANER HOUSIVG:

SUMMER OF 1996

GUEST HOUSING AGENCY FOR THE ROWING
AND SPRINT CANOE/KAYAK EVENTS
on Lake Lanier, Gainesville, Georgia
Rental Homes, Apartments or Single Rooms in
Bed and Breakfast Style Arrangements.
6, 12, 18 or 30 Multiple Stays.
Rates from $1 00.00 per Room Night. Some
with Lake Views, Lake Access or Privileges.
Quality Housing at Reasonable Rates.
LANIER HOUSING INC.
1-404-718-5279 |
FAX 1-404-287-3114 !

|

Servingthe
paddling sports
since 1969

RAPID - Proven freestyle winner

To explore North Carolina's Cullasaja,
Thompson,and W.Fork French Broad Rivers,
send $26.95+ $3.00 s&h B-5: funds to:
WILDSIDE PRODUCTIONS
8718Whitehorse Road, Suite 103-C
Greenville,SC 29611

h am

| Address

Our SEDA Sea Kayak line consists of thefamous Glider,
Viking, Swift, Tango and V agabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,

top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and
flatwater

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 619/336 2444
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THE ALPHA
DOG'S
CONSORT

by Carroll Wilson

About thetime | wasgetting to bequite
good at open canoeing | met Linda.

| guessyou could say it's set meback a
little.

Actuallywemet, not ontheriver, but ona
foot trail duringa work trip sponsored by the
AlabamaTrails Association. We wereassigned
toacommon task, and during casual conserva
tion| learned she had taken abasic kayaking
course. Sheseamed to intimate that she
wouldn't mind paddling with me sometime.

After awinter of pedestrian dating, she be-
gan paddling (competently)in the bow of my
tandem boat. | had been paddlingsolofor about
ten yearsand tandem canoeing had always been,
in my view, an activity suitable only for
telepaths. But Linda's company made up for the
inherent diametrics of theact. Meanwhile, |
learned from her to identify dwarf iris, bottle
gentian, and cardinal flower onthe
streambanks. Early on | mistook her distaste
for certain typesaf peoplefor misanthropy, but |
was also impressed by the good taste she had
demonstratedin liking me. "1'm the undeniably
best of intermediate paddlers. And thetop river-
loverinthispart o the country," | would boast.

"Yeah, yeah," she answered disdainfully.

| had lived much of my lifein theabstract;
whereasLinda, lived hersin the experential.
When | advocated exporting - even extirpating -
exoticcreaturesfrom North America, Lindaob-
jected, pointingout that thosecreatures didn't
ask to be brought here. We did manageto agree
that homicidal grizzliesdeservebetter than a
death sentencefor their puzzlingtastein human
flesh. 1 didn't even havetoexplain to Lindawhy
| sometimesbrokeinto afew lines of Led Zeppe
lin upon spying a black dog.

When | asked her if shewanted to read
Walbridge's River Safetv Report, she declined.
"Worrying", shesaid, "that's your department.”

"Yesh, yesh."

After afew monthsd her borrowing or
renting a kayak, | bought Lindaa Dancer for our
second Vaentine'sDay. | still paddied Class
Threerivers sometimes, but Linda has two chil-
dren, so out-of-statetrips to the dam-controlled,
whitewater meccasin summer wereusually not
practical for us. " Thisanemicectomorphd a
river!" | growled one summer afternoon aswe
floated a placid stretch o the Cahaba. (Intruth,
| begrudged the whitewater we weremissing
two hundred milesaway.)

"LLIKE thisriver," shereplied, asif that
settled it, and right then and therel guessit did.

Oned thethings| dearly loved wastaking
agroupd newcomersdown onedf my favorite
rivers. Lindamade mesee how
unempathetically | did this. "Youknow, | can't

follow you down arapid,” shetold meafter a
trip on the Coosaoneday. "You park in thefirst
eddy you cometo, and then I'monmy ownina
strange rapid."

Nolo contendere.

| challengedher dog's infidelity one
evening. Themutt had left my petting to solicit
attention from Linda. "Of coursehe's gonna
cometo mewhen heseesme," shesaid. "I'm the
aphadog!"

"Thealphadogl Well,if you'retheapha
dog, what doesthat makeme?' | protested.

"Thea phadog's consort."

During a weekend kayaking clinic onthe
Nantahala, Lindawas bumped into the class be-
low becausethe instructor wasn't satisfied with
her roll. | met her ontheroad toLost Mine, car-
rying her kayak, a crestfallenlook on her face.
"You haveevery reason to bewhereyou are,” |
said, trying to raise her sunken spirits. "How
many times have you been kayaking, total ?

Don' you think therewasatimewhen Bunny
Johnswasat your level ?*

"| seriously doubt it." shereplied.

I sensed in her the same differencel had
feltin my first whitewater classes. That "l wish
| could pick it up alittlefaster” fedling. | felta
bond between usand it caused metoloveher
evenmorethan ever.

| still sometimes paddlewithout her. She
simply doesn't cotton to cold water, and in Ala
bama, whitewater isusually cold. But | occa
sionally buy her paddling gear, and often pref-
acethe givingwith the words: "What I'm about
to give you mam bea selfish gift. Something
that enables meto spend time with you...”

"Yesh, yesh."

Afew yearsago| would havetold any self-
respecting canoeist not to become™ unequally
yoked" with akayaker. Butin April of 1993 at a
church just outside Birmingham, | did just that.

And were now a probate flotilla.

0TTER PAWS

Pacdding Gloves for Amphiblans
A All seams glued & blind stitched. A Velcro wriststrap._

m Ergonomically cut & designed specifically for paddling.
PO Box 2895 Sea Beach. CA 90740 or check out your local Paddle store
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THE FLOW OF ARIVER

by Rich Drevo

| feel lifelikethe journey of ariver.
Bends behind, the past hasblended into
an awarenessdf what might lie ahead:
bluffs, desert, wilderness, and glacial val-
leys. | dream of the color. | wonder
whether my next day will roar through
canyon rapids or coast down gl
streams. Either way, theflood of time
pushes meonward to new, strange, and
distant places.

| search for familiar rhythmsin

thewater's play whiledancing toits free-
spirited lyric. | aspiretounderstand the
river's creativity, but | also know limits
to boththeriver's courseand my fate.
Thereispoetry intheriver's fluctuating
currents but theriver cannot avoid its
eventual cycletothesea. I'm empowered
withfree-will, but | cannot escapethe
eventsaround me and thetraits that

shapemy destiny. | admiretheriver's
ceasel essengagement towards its desti-
nation. Tomatch theriver's ease andfi-
nesseistolive completely,torgoicein

| God's higher calling which encourages

lifeever-forward.

Spring. Theriver iswitnesstoan ex-

traordinary journey, illustrating life's
changi ng tempo. Afteraheavyrain, the
river isborn. Atfirst: atrickle of water
inatiny gully atop a mountain ridge.
Theflow of water builds. It tumbles off

theridgeintoagulch,formingaturbu- -

lent creek. Aswhitewater rushes down
steep gradient, there iserosion from the
banksand debrisisswept downstream.
Thestream entersa deeper and more
rugged gog?e. Between car-sized boul-
dersand falentrees, theriver traverses
aspectacular world rarely seen. Pictur-
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esque waterfalls cascadefrom the high
canyon wallsintoremotevalleysaf foam-
blasted boulder gardens. In narrow pas-
sages the water produces boilsfrom its
constriction. Astributaries convergeon
theriver, the water gains momentum.
Theriver poundsalong the base of the
ridge with mercilessfinality. Theawe .
Some power Sweepsaway even massive
trees.

Finaly, the gradient slowsand the
water descendstofeed avast channel. At
the confluence, thefury of rapids sub-
sidesto agentlerushing; a steady
rhythm. Gradually, theland flattens.
Theriver windsfor milesin wilderness
wherelifethrives. Geese, deer and bears
takerefugeintheriver's cool depths.
Salmonand trout dart in its waters.
Thereisabundant plant-life along the
banksthat flourishesfrom rich mineral
depositsleft by the current. Nature's
color isvividand aive. Incolorful re-
flectionstheriver's carefree whispers
suggest an enchanted land. Theriver's
rhythm isapulse: it's the blood of the
land. Itscycleisacatalystfor life. The
river moveson. It passesopen plains,
marshes and tidal waters. Finally, the
water reuniteswith the sea.

| feel harmony and contrast inthe
river's journey. Thewater depictsthe
seasons of my emotionsand my loyalty to
life's higher calling. Thefreshrainfill-
ingtheriver conjurestherelease that |
fed fromemotion. | imaginethe building
o faith and self confidencein the conver-
genced tributaries. Thebeauty and
Power o rapidsmirror thefreedom

oundinself-expression. Intheriver's
renewal o lifel feel God's grace: theele
ment of selflessnessthat callsustoim-
provelifeintheworld. Theriver's peace
ful end parallelscontentment. But there
isalsotheirony of water'sinfinitecycle:
the unsettling feeling, a confirmation
that lifemoveson. | feel called by the
river'sflow.

When I'm successful, | shineto those
around me: I'm the breathtaking reflec-
tionsintheriver onabrilliant day.
Whenitisdark and cold, I'm alonely
traveler, unsured my destination; I'm
the watersdf theriver reflecting the cu-
mulusof my contemplation.

Other times, | slipsilently aong, pur-
suingthedistant cry o unanswered ques
tions. | revel in theinnocence of discov-
ery and the promise of reaching the next
bend. | know that my trip will belong
and difficult, but I'm satisfied that mys
tery and excitement await.
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Take the Plunge.....

et your own magazine. Support your sport.

Yes, | want to jointhe AWA and receivea subscriptionto
American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible contribu-
tion of $25.00($30 Canada, $35 overseas) to help conserve our
whitewater resources and promote river safety.
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Statey Sip__—
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R - City -
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I would like to make an additional contribution to AWA’s
0000000000000 000000000ssedBTsTl Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

e et b oo lowMarbs _Reowd - Jo e AWA oday
servation of your favorite runs? The AWA playstough when it comesto ev‘gg ?lue}m,-,'sle.ﬁ',,}ﬂ Elﬁ ;25'00 %ﬂlxewater athome:
preserving, protecting and restoring our whitewater resources. And you Total AMOUNT weresesesesesssssesesesessassss

can help. Y our $25 annual membership feeisfunneled directly into our Yes, | would beinterested in bei ng an AWA volunteer.
effective river access and conservation programs. Plus every member re-
celves a subscription to American Whitewater — the best whitewater
magazinein the world! Isn't it time you joined?
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by James Knobbs :HH]

Thisrafting adventure started as
many of thetripsthat I'm involved in be-
gin: very poorly. Becaused thetypeof
work | do, | rarely have weekendsoff.
Thismakesfinding paddling partners
next toimpossible. Tryingtofind some
company on thisweekday was no excep-
tion,

| finally located another paddier who
also happened to have acrappy job. At
least | wouldn't be rafting completely by
myself.

Now don't get me wrong; mid-week
rafting issomethingthat | actually pre-
fer. Nolinesat the put-ins, no jerksfrom
the University's outdoor program tossing
beer-cansintheriver, nooutfitters at the
take out trying to pick up my stuff be-
causetheirsisstrewn all acrossthe
ramp.

| often opt tofloat riversthat | al-
ready know or riversthat are easier than
I would like, ssmply because | know I'll

OUTF

We have what you're
lookingf o r..

Whatever it is, you'll find it in our 88-page color cata og,
which isthe biggest and most comprehensive
in the whitewater business.

We are Whitewater Raft specialists,
but we're also paddlers, and we carry the best names
in the business. Cdl or write for your copy of
THE Whitewater Catalog

Cascade

TTERS
P.O. Box 209, Springfield, GR 97477 ® 1-800-223-RAFT (7238)

be theonly boat on thewater. (Thiscon-
cession to good judgment i sthe only one
| exhibit). Onthistrip, my lonecompan-
ion, Phil, and | decided wewould tackle
the classthree upper section of the
Suiattleriver, near Darrington, WA.

Since my Scout wasintheshopand
Phil drovea Porsche 914 (thetrue
Volkswagen of Porsches), we decided
that an R-2float would be just the thing.
We strapped my 10.5foot self-bailer with
paddleswrapped inside to thetop of his
car, threw hismountain-bike on therear
carrier, and left Sesttle.

We got tothetakeout at Rat-Trap
bridge and stashed Phil's bikeinthe
bushes along with somedry clothesfor
the shuttle. We continued to Sul phur
Creek and took our first good look at the
river. Itisasthe guidebook says, arela
tively youngriver, windingitsway down
from Glacier Peak to its confluence with
the Sauk. Veryrecently it had cut anew

T =hannel through Sulphur Creek camp-

ground, and it appeared that thiswasa
very common occurrence. The water was
very milky with glacia silt and quite
cold (probably that glacier thingagain).

We prepared our boat, donned our
wetsuits and got going. Asexpected, we
werethe only peopleboating, though we
did get the usual, "y'al must have shit
Fa brains” stare from thelone troglodyte
frying up some hash browns (accent on
the" browns") at a nearby campsite.

Thefirst coupleof mileswent by very
quickly astheriver dropped about 85 per
mile. But though the gradient waswhat |
consider pretty steep, there were no ma
jor drops; it waslike atwomilelong wa
ter slidewith lotsof wavesand rocksto
avoid. Wewere very fortunatethat there
werenologjamsor strainersin thissec-
tion sincethere were al so no eddies.

Presently theriver flattened some-
what and the channel beganto braid.
Now there were many logsintheriver,
but weonly had to portage twice...kind
of. After our second portage, wewere
floating down avery swift portion of the
river when it took a sudden turn to the
left. Aswerounded the curve, what
should comeinto view, but a beautiful
old growth DouglasFir, sprawling di-
rectly acrosstheriver infront of us.
Thislog wasfivefeet in diameter, about
two-thirds of which wasabovethe sur-
facedf theriver. It madea perfect bridge
across the channel, with theriver mak-
ing a perfectly symmetrical cushion
across itsfacethe width of the stream.
Unfortunately for us, both banks up-
stream of thelog were heavily overhung
with brush. Our only option wasto stop
on asmall mid-stream gravel island
about ten yards upstream from thelog.

Weran theraft aground and pon-
dered our dilemma. From our position
ontheisland it seemed unlikely that we
could ferry to shore beforebeing swept
intothelog. And the overhanging black-
berry bushes made the banks even more
unappealing.

Having no good options, we decided
to movetheraft to the downstream side
of theisland, have Phil getinthefront of
theraft while| waded the stern asfar
downstream as| dared. Then | would
hopinto the back o theraft asit ap-
proached thelog. When the bow got to
the cushion on the upstream side of the
log, Phil wasto jump out on top of thelog,
pulling the bow up after him, and | wasto
scramble up thelength of the raft and
join himin pulling our craft over thelog.

I will bethefirst onetoadmit that
thiswasnot a particularly good plan, but
it wasall we could come up with.

Everything worked smoothly until it
cametimeto pull thefront of theraft up
ontothelog. Phil jumped up onto thelog
as planned, but wastaken aback by the
speed at which | joined him. | wasup on

. thelog almost beforehe was (havinga
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great desire to not experience the under-
side of thelog). We wereabit too slow
hauling the raft onto thelog, and the cur-
rent grabbed the stern and pulled it un-
der thelog. But westill had the greater
part of theraft inour possession (aswell
asour hides), so we werefeeling pretty
good.
Tofreeour raft we hung from the

bow downstream over thelog.

Phil, who at the time was somewhat
heavier than me, wastaking histurn
hanging off the bow when the boat came
free. Unexpectedly. Phil went off into
theriver, and the boat followed him end
forend. | grabbed thegear we had taken
off theraft, and jumped into theriver af-

ter them. | caught the raft with Phil still
underneath and hauled it tothe shallows.
Heextricated himself, werighted the raft
and took stock.

Noonegot hurt, wedidn't loseany
gear, and most importantly, no one saw
uslookingfoolish. Yes, thereare cer-
tainly alot of positives to mid-week boat-
ing.

7 Fowi
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R.0.Box 36 § | gazeat thecurrent.
uh'i‘:ﬁrﬁr 1‘”.‘“:34?’:" It% whirling blueso simple.
It has one engagement: flow on.
TR Knowing not whereit heads,
bothering never toinquire.
Innocently meandering
through forested hills.
Minding not thelife, that sucks
at itscorners.
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Take the Wild Ride!

The highly entertaining, yet instructional video of the world's best rodeo
kayakers at the Rodeo Worlds. See them land big air back in the hole,
and hear them explain how to learn the moves. See what else lurks in

A fish reaches upfor vermin,
the brains of career playboaters. 52 Minutes. $29.95

amiably joining the serene
mountain backdrop.

A splash stretchesout after.
Thesound isastart.

A deer scansabout. Feelsallis

return it. But he got depressed, and went into withdrawal. So | needed to buy him one."-
Eileen Butchkowski, Petersburg, PA
"If you are a whitewater buff, "Wild Ride" belongs in your library" - Paddler
"Rad stuff for the whitewater junkie, but you can actually learn something" - Canoe

right.
The Kayaker's Edge This fast paced instructional video unlocks Quenchesitsthirst intherich
the secrets behind basic and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing m(_)untam ar.
and sidesurfing, rolling and bracing. 58 minutes. $29.95 Therl_ppleshead |azily out, that
"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside bel ng their duty.
Never denying thesimpletheir
Solo Playboating! Inspiring instructional video packed with place.

information for open canoeists. Includes basic strokes and rolling. $29.95
"Entertaining...super job of presenting technical points. Nicely paced...fun to watch.” -
Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Thestream flows undisturbed.

Tricklesjoin in, adding tothe
grandeur.

Theflow flowson.

Simply flowingon, flowingon.

"My husband borrowed this tape from a friend, and after 5 days of watching it, he had to |

Performance Sea Kayaking... the basicsandbeyond 59 minutes $29.95 NEW!
The C-1 Challenge Fun, instructional video for decked canoe paddlers. 24 min. $19.95
The Citizen Racers Workshop All the basics of whitewater slalom for the curious paddler or
beginner racer. Learn about Olympic Slalom! 18 minutes. $19.95

Simply.
Available from most stores and catalogs, OR send tape price plus $4.00 shipping to:
Performance Video & Instruction, 550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301 | stroke addlewith the
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ADK Genesee Chapter
¢/o Jerry Hargrave

47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester. NY 14616

ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
c/o Mike Zabre

3 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
¢/o Jim Cavo

33 Chester Avenue
Watham, MA 02154

AMC Connecticut Chapter
c/o Jan Larkin

81 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC MaineChapter
clo WolfgangW. Kaiser
P.O. Box 331
Woolwich, ME 04579

AMC New Hampshire
Chapter

d o Stanley J. Solomon

4 Whittier Road

Lexington, MA 02173-1717

AMC New York

c/o Trudy L. Wood
41W. 96th &, Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMCSE. Mass.

c/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

Club AndinoBariloche
20 de Febrero 30
(8400) Bariloche
Argentina

AppalachianPaddling
Enthusiasts

c/o YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

Arkansas Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1843
Little Rock, AR 72203

AtlantaWhitewater Club
P.O.Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating Society
¢/o Karin Papenhausen

918 E. Knapp #5

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Bayou City Whitewater Club

P.O. Box 980782
Houston, TX 77098

Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104

Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

BlueRidge River Runners
P.O. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Bluegrass Wildwater Assoc.

P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128

Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
BalaCynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out Canoe Club
c/o Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

CanoeClub of Greater
Harrisburg

c/o Mary Klaue

RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers Association
c/o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

CarolinaCanoeClub
P.O. Box 12932
Raeigh, NC 27605

Central GeorgiaRiver
Runners

P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Central New York
Whitewater Club

c/o Nancy Howells

RR 1, Box 77D
Momsville, NY 13408

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
doMargeCline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL 60067

Chota Canoe Club
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Clarkson Outing Club
Box 8565
Potsdam, NY 13699-8565

Club Adventure

¢/o AdventureQuest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastd Canoeistsinc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mm. School
c/o Bob Campbell

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, CO 80155-4315

CoosaRiver Paddling Club
¢/o Lonnie Carden
Southern Trails, Inc.

5143 AtlantaHighway
Montgomery, AL 36109

E. Tennessee Whitewater Club

P.O.Box 5774
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

Eastern River Expeditions
¢/o Dave Kareken

Box 1173 Moosehead L ake
Greenville, ME 04441

Foothills Paddling Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Friendsof the River

Long Beach/Orange County
'Chapter

5122 Greencap Avenue
Irvine, CA 92714

‘Garden State Canoe Club

c/o Joseph Pylka
30 N. Greenwood Avenue,

Apt. D
Hopewell, NJ 08252

‘GeorgiaCanoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

‘GeorgiaTech ORGT
c/o Suzanne Beaumont
SAC-0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

GL.OP.

«d 0 James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
iChicago, IL 60690

iGreater Batimore Canoe Club
P.O. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841

Headwaters Paddling Assoc.
IBax 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

[Holtwood Hooligans
8@ Dave Rostad

922 MarciaLane
Lancaster, PA 17601

Hoofer Outing Club

c/o Mike Sklavos, Water
Safety

Memorid Union

800 Langdon Street
MAdison, W1 53706

Hoosier Canoe Club
c/o DaveEllis

4770 N. Kesser Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Housataonic Canoe & Kayak
c¢/o Robert Beringer

12 Boltis Street

Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

Huntsville Canoe Club
P.O. Box 52
Huntsville, AL 35804-0052

ldahoRiversUnited
c/o Wendy Wilson
Box 633

Boisg, ID 83701

| daho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, 1D 83209

JPL Hiking & Backpacking
Club

c/o Philip G. Mullen

3628 El Caminito #A
LaCrescenta, CA 91214-
1713

Kansas City Whitewater
Club

¢/o G. RebeccaStark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
KansasCity, MO 64110

Kayak & CanoeClub of
Boston

c/o Roger Belson

Box 526

Henniker, NH 03242

Kayaking I-1V

c/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

c/o PierreDe Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524

KedhaulersCanoeClub
¢/o Susan Vetrone

2085 Halstead #4

L akewood, OH 44107

Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
c/o Karl Pearson

P.O. Box 26254

Lansing, MI 48909

Leaping LoungeLizards
c¢/o Rick Norman
3437E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Valley CanoeClub
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P.O. Box 4353

1 % Bethlehem, PA 180180353

Lower ColumbiaCanoe Club
11231 NE Davis Street
Portland, OR 97220

Meramec River CanoeClub
c/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

Metropolitan Canoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Jeff Martin

1742 Warmington Court
Manchester, MO 63021

Mohawk Canoe Club
15 AndrealLane
Trenton, NJ 08619

Monaocacy Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1083
Frederick, MD 21702

Moxie Gore Paddling Club
P.O. Box 455
South Paris, ME 04281-3455

NORS

¢/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

NOVA Riverunnersinc.
P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674

Ontario VoyageursKayak Club
P.O. Box 41

AdelaidePost Office

Toronto, OntarioM5C 2H8
Canada

Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club
P.O. Box 692
Portland, OR 97207

Outdoor Adventure Club
P.O. Box 402
Dayton, OH 45404

Outdoor Adventure Program
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, I1D 83648-5000

Outdoor Centre of New England
10 Pleasant St.
MillersFalls, MA 01349

Ozark Wilderness Waterways
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112

Paddling Bares
P.O. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

Pametto Paddlers
c/o Mandy Maier
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284 ShorelineDrive Project Challenge T cfo Dave Ewoldt
Columhbia, SC 29212 8306 MillsDrive, @188 9624 Sauda Avenue
_ Miami, AL 33183 Tijunga, CA 91042
Perception Kayak Club
c/o Perception Inc. Rhode Idand Canoe Roanoke County Parks &
111 Kayaker Way Association Rec.
Easley, SC 29640 c/o Dave Hevner c/o Bill Sgrinia
254 Bailey Woods Road 1206 Kesder Mill Road
Philadel phia Canoe Club Brooklyn, CT 06234 Salem, VA 24153
4900RidgeAve.
Philadelphia, PA 19128 River Rendezvous San Juan College Outdoor
P.O. Box 838 Program
Pikes Peak Whitewater Club | Telluride, CO 81435 4601 CollegeBoulevard
¢/o Sarah Dentoni Farmington, NM 87402
533 North Wahsatch Avenue | River Touring Section
ColoradoSprings, CO SeraClub- Angeles SeauioiaPaddling Club
80903-3001 Chapter P.O. Box 1164

| s '“-""z. o YR
F'{':l Box 1?? £ *3

artindale, TX%H
Tel.’512.35

Fax 54}.353 -

“Windsor, CA 95492

Shasta Paddlers
c/o David Bish
1637 Cessna Court
Redding, CA 96001

SierraClub Loma Prieta
c/o DaveKim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

SierraClub RTS

c/o Wini Heppler

18 ColumbiaCircle
Berkeley, CA 94708-2104

SierraNevadaWWw Club
c/o Charlie Albright
7500 GladstoneDrive
Reno, NV 89506

Smith River Valley Canoe Club
c/o Harry B. Rhell, President
15 Cleveland Avenue
Martinsville, VA 24112

Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club
P.O. Box 819
Spokane, WA 99210

Steep Creek Films
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Austin, TX 78756

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Audtin, TX 78763

ThreeRiversPaddling Club
c/o Barry Adams

811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

ToledoRiver Gang
c/o Mike Sidell

626 LouisanaAvenue
Penysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Sdem, NC 27114-4094

U. of Maineat Machias
Library

9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe& HingClub
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah

Outdoor Recreation Program
Building 420

Salt Lake, UT 84112

Viking CanoeClub
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Washington Kayak Club
P.O. Box 24264
Sesttle, WA 98124-0264

Waterline

c/o Irv Tolles

103 Bay Street
Manchester, NH 03104

West VirginiaWildwater Assoc.
P.O. Box 8413
S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Willamette Kayak & Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1062
Corvallis, OR 97339

Zoar Valley Paddling Club
c/o Ken Ahlstrom

46 Albany Avenue
Dunkirk. NY 14048



Guidelines for

Theeditorial staff  American
Whitewater carefully reviewsall mate-
ial submitted for publication. Weare
articularly interested in receivingfull
engthfeature articles, conservationand
| club news, special event announcements,
articles pertaining to whitewater safety
[~and short, humorous pieces.
Articlesshouldfit our established
| format; that is, they should be stylisti-
| _cally pattered tofit into our Features,
AWA Briefs, ConservationCurrents,
| Sefety Lines, Humor or End Notessec-
tions. Exceptiona photographsand
[ whitewater cartoonsare also welcomed.
If possiblearticlesshould be submit-
| tedusing Wordperfectona51/4" single
sidedflexibledisc. Pleaseusethe stan-
[ dard Wordperfect default settings; do not
alter the margin or spacing parameters.
| If you useadifferent word processing
| “programand/ or smaller disks, send us
| oneanyway... we may beabletotransfer
it toour files. Send a printed copy o the
article, aswdll.
Thosewithout accesstoa word pro-
cessor may submit their articles typed.
| Pleasedoublespace.
Photos may be submitted asslides,
black or whiteprintsor color prints.
| Keep your originals and send us dupli-
| catesif possible; we can not guarantee
Cretu ) 1| CLUI'ES OU

Gontributors

want usto return your pictures,include
asdf addressed stamped envelopewith
your submission. Becausewe publishin
black and white, photoswith alot o con-
trast work best.

American Whi Featurear-
ticlesshould rel ate to some aspect of
whitewater boating. Pleasedo not submit
articles pertaining to sea kayaking or
flatwater. The best features have a defi-
niteslant... or theme. They are not
merely chronological recountingsdf
river tri ps.h h .

Open the story with an eye catching
lead, perhapsby tellingan interesting an.
ecdote. Dialogueshould beused to
heightenthe reader's interest. Don't just
tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
peopleon theriver... devdopthem as
characters. Featurearticlesshould not
be written inthe styled aloca club
newsl etter.

If you arewriting about a commonl
paddled river, your story should betol
from a unique perspective. Articles
about difficult, infrequently paddled or
exoticriversare given special consider-
ation. But weareasointerestedin well
written, unusual articles pertainingto
classiil and IV rivers aswell. Feature
stories do not haveto be about a specific
river. Articlesabout paddling tech-

1S 2l

Nl AUES,

personalities are also accepted. Pieces
that incorporate humor are ialy
welcome. Open boatingand rafting sto-
riesare welcome.

Don't beafraidtolet ggur personality
shinethrough and don't beafraid to poke
alittlefun at yoursdlf... and your pad-
dling partners.

Profanity should be used only wheniit
i sabsolutely necessary to effectivelytell
astory; it isnot our intent to intention-
ally offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Pleasecheckdl factscareful Iyé[aar-
ticularly thoseregarding individuals,
government agenciesand corporations
involvedin river accessand environmen-
tal matters. You arelegally responsible
for theaccuracy o such material. Make
sure namesare spelled correctly and
river gradients and distancesare cor-
rectly calculated.

Articleswill beedited at the discre-
tion o the editorstofit our format,
length and style. Expect to see changes
inyour article.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
isnon-profit; the editors and contributors
to American Whitewater are not reim-
bursed. Onrare occasions, by prear-
rangement, professional writersreceive
asmall honorarium when they submit
stories at our request. Generally,our
contributors do not expect payment,
sincemost are membersd the AWA,

whichisayvolunteer conservation and
saf et oramz%mn.!

# MMystical Jungles

® |ndigenous Cultures

® Toucans and Oropendulas

o First Descents.-.

- We have it all; equipmentfa paddlers

In the middle of the world, at thefoot of the majestic
Andes, among the headwatersof the mighty Amazon River
lies some of the most spectacular whitewater on the planet.

from beginner to expert 2 N
- Experienced Paddling 5taff!
- Full Instruction Program!

- Fantastic Selection!

- Great Prices!

Give us a

RIOS ECUADOR invitesyou to be one of the first to
come and explore what may soon be the next world renown
white water destination.

vaawEd
BACK COUNTRY
SKi AND SPORTS
3710 South Main Sreet
Blacksburg, Va 24060
(703) 552-6400 10-8 MF, 10-5 Sat

American Whitewater VNovember | December 1995,

Expeditionsfor Intermediate, Advanced and Expert paddlers.

For Itinerariesand Dates contact our U.S. office at:
RJIOS ECUADOR

P.O. Box 114 Index, WA 98256 @ Tel./ Fax (206) 793-1705
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OMAHA
AND THE
INDIAN
FRINCESS

|
by Jonathan K atz I

The waterfall wasat least a hundred
feet high, and thechaos at itsbasewas ||
shrouded inmist. But the approach to |
thelip wasabsolutely smooth and still,
the horizon linesharpasaknife, as
though the world ended and the paddier
wouldfall off. Which was, Omaha
thought, a prevalent theory at that time,
thetime beingthelate 1600's.

He glanced down at hisreflection in
thestill water and wasstunned by the
perfection of what hesaw. He had hair,
for onething, instead of the receding fuzz
he'd been chasing toward the top o his
head for years. Real hair, long and thick
and blonde, hanging to his shoulders and
framing deep set, ocean blueeyes, a
strai ght-and-narrow Anglo-Saxonnose
unbroken by bar brawls, and aniron jaw.
Helooked like amedieval knight-errant,
ademigod, a genuine colonial conqueror
stud-hoss. TheDisney artists had fixed
every flaw, made him ultimately male. It
was better than plastic surgery.

Omahatore hiseyesaway from his
facelong enough to takea gander at his
body. The cartoonists had fixed that too,
added four inches to his height, gotten
rid of hissmall but thickening beer
paunch, beefed up hisarms. Inlife
Omaha's armswere wiry and strong, but
here, i n cartoonland, he had Bunyan
arms, Schwarzenegger arms, amajor
league set of gunsindeed. Heflexed,and
hi s biceps erupted i n stages; coconuts of
muscle steaming like live volcanoes.

Omaha brought his keen blueeyes
back to the brink of thewaterfall. To hell
with scouting, he decided. Witharms
likethese and a body like thiswhat could
go wrong?

The equipment, for onething. Omaha
ordinarily ran hundred-foot waterfalsin
a Dagger Impulse, a modern whitewater

1

|| whilethe animatorsdrew acloseup of

canoespecially designed for such de-
scents. The animatorsexpected him to
run thedrop in a crude contraption made
of birch bark |ashed together with
strings cut from the skin of a moose, and
noflotation. What werethey, ondrugs? ||
CGofor it, thedirector said, or well get

somebody el se.
OMAHA KNELT IN THE

CENTER OF THE BOAT,
FEELING THE FLOOR FLEX ||
UNDER HIS KNEES. OH
WELL, AT LEAST ITS A ONE
MOVE RAPID. AND WITH |
HALF A DOZEN POWERFUL
STROKES OF HIS PADDLE HE
LAUNCHED THE BARK CA-
NOE OVER THE BRINK OF

THE WATERFALL,

It wasavery high waterfal, and he
was nowhere near the bottom when he
knew he had totake action. First the ca
noe sprouted wings, but these weretorn
off by theforced thefalling water. Then
he pulled theripcord. A tiny parachute
popped out of the stern, but caught ona
branch and ripped away. Still falling at
breathtaking speed, he tossed out the an-
chor, which caught in therock onthe
face of thefalsand braked himtoan
abrupt, joltingstop. He hung straight
down, tonsd water hurtling past him,

the rope stretching, fraying, finally snap-
ping with a jerk that sent him and his
watercraft tumblingend over end to the
baseof thefalls. No doubt about it, he
was goingto crash and burn thistime.

The canoe crashed into the base of
thefallsand burst intoa great billowing
ball of red flame. Theforced the explo-
sion blasted his body back up to the top
of the waterfall and beyond, high intothe
sky. Still herose, seeing the planet
shrink before himtoaball thesizedf a
basketball, then a baseball, thenatiny
pinpoint of light. Then theforceof the
blast dissipated and he hung weightless
in spacefor aninstant. The Gremlin
flew past him and waved.

"Yiked" Omahasaid, and beganto

lfall again, gaining speed rap|dly asthe

| earth grew from tiny point of light to

| baseball to basketball to beachball and

bigger, to theinevitable collision with
the precise point of hisdeparture.

Teach me not to scout, Omaha
thought, as his charred and bruised body
slammed into the bouldersat the base of

| thefalls, punching atwenty foot crater in
| theriverbed.

Omaha crawled out. Miraculously he

| wasfine, totally unharmed, skin unblem-
| ished, every hair in placeas he surveyed
| hissituation from the cavern behind the
| thundering waterfall.
'through the misty veil of thefalsintothe
+lush greenforest beyond. And he gasped!

Helooked out

There, sittingon arock in the sun-
shine, holding a bright yellow butterfly
ontheback of her hand, wasthe most
beautiful Indian princess Omahahad
ever seen. She had midnight eyesthat
flashed like opal s and wondrous cheek-
bonesand a mouth to diefor, all framed
by thick lustrous black braidsthat hung
to her waist. Hestared at her, hisheart
fluttering, and through thefilm of falling
water she sensed his presence. Her gaze
met his, and she smiled, and in that in-
stant their hearts connected and wereas
one.

Hewalked through the waterfall to-
ward her and sheroseto greet him. Her
eyesgleamed and her skin wasthe color
o anew penny with the shine buffed off.
She smiled shyly and spoke.

"My nameisPocahontas," shesaid.

" Poke you who?" replied Omaha,

| | lovestruck.

" Pocahontas, daughter of Powhatan,
the chief of our tribe. What's your
name?"’

Omaha nearly blurted out thetruth,
then bit histongue, realizing he needed
anadlias. If hispaddling buddiesfrom
Pittsburgh ever found out he'd smoked
too much bhang and got stuck insidean
animated featurefilm they'd be merci-
less. Elmer. Porky. The nicknames
would never end. God, Dumbo! Name,
name, he must have a name. Omaha
Lacked his brainsand suddenly it cameto

im.

"Smith," hesaid. " John Smith."
There. That would fool ‘'em.

"You are abeautiful man, John
Smith," she said, reaching for his hand.
"Comeaway withmeto my village."

For thefirst time Omahatook his
eyesoff hers, long enough to check out
her bod. Shewasyoung, but she was not
small. Infact, she had one serious build
on her, entirely too much haunch and
melonfor family entertainment. Out of
control now, Omaha's body stirred. Mer-

| cifully, the sceneended.

Pocahontas led Omahato her village,
pausing once to chat with araccoon and
once to havea philosophical discussion
with an enormousold weeping willow.
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, OMPHA AND THE INDIAN PRINCEESS |

Omahawas bedazzled. He could not tear
hiseyesdif her, and the strange behavior
d theIndian princess made perfect sense
tohim. Soshetalkstotrees? Nat a prob-
lem.

Assoon as he saw Powhatan Omaha
andledtrouble. He had never gotten
dongwithany o hisgirlfriends fathers.
The moment they saw the waterbed in
hisvan they grabbed their daughters and
ran. Eventhe dumbest of them put two
and two together with Pentium speed.
Powhatan was no exception. Infact he
wasworsethan usual. TheChief wassix
inchestaller and fifty poundsheavier
than Omaha, and he had pecs like man-
hole coversand carried a hatchet.

Powhatan glared at Omaha, disgusted
and enraged.

"Itsaracial thing, isn't it," Omaha
said. "You don't want your daughter dat-
ing awhite guy."

"ltsamoney thing, punk," Powhatan
replied. "You don't deserveashared the
casino profits."

Powhatan and thetribal elders caur
cusedfor along time while Omaha
waited patiently, tied toastake. Finally
they decided not to burn him alive, and
let him go.

"Youare banished, paeface. Andso
ismy daughter, for disgracing my camp
by bringingyou here. Takeher, and one
canoe, and get your ass downriver before
I change my mind and roast you for
lunch."

Thechief led Omahaand Pocahontas
to acanoewhich had been scooped out o
asingle, giant oak log. Heshoved them
out intothe swift current and rai sed both
middlefingersin the universal gestured
farewdll.

Omahafought the dugout canoedown
theraging rapids. Compared to
birchbark thisthing isareal pig, he
thought. Pocahontassat infront o him
likeasilver hood ornament ona Mack
truck asthe thousand pound dugout
crashed through endlessstanding waves
and souse holes. Theboat wasnearly im-
possibleto steer, but it had tremendous
momentum,and it gradually gained
Omahas respect. Finally he nodded
admiringly. Best design I've ever seen
for straight-out hole punching. Long,
narrow, weighsaton, nothingfor ahole
toget abiteon. It just dices through,
likeatorpedo running downstream.

He thought about trying some

twenty foot hollow log didn't seem to
have much potential asarodeo boat. He
doubted it could do a mystery move, and
besides, there wasthe girl tothink of.
Shesat in the bow, looking exquisitewith
her bosom thrust out, and talked to all of
her insect friends whiletheriver crashed
and roared around her. Oncealittlered
haired mermaid girl swamover tovisit,
wearing nothing but aseashell bra. She
wasadelectable pieced tail, but Omaha

freestyletricks, sidesurfing, enders, but a |

was too busy paddlingto maketime, and |
besides, hewasinlove.

After Omaha got used tothe ballistic
tendenciesd the boat he relaxed, enjoy-
ing himself at thehelm. Noworries.
Like Pumbaahiswarthog buddy used to
say, "HakoonaMatatal" Suddenly he
stopped paddling, mort  edat hismis-
take. Wrong movie, hethought.

After rapids that seemed endlessthey
finally cametoflatwater, then tidal
marsh astheriver spilled into the ocean.
In the distance Omaha could see the
three mastsd the ship that would take
him home. He paddied alongsideand
delicately helped Pocahontasover the
rail.

There cameasudden, bellowingroar.
"Get off my ship, John Smith, and leave
thewenchwithmd" It was Governor
Ratcliff, the maximum leader of the expe:
dition. Ratcliff wasa big, gross, wild
man dressed i n black bootsand a swash-
buckling redcoat, whosetastesran to
blood and gold. e

"No, Ratcliff, you pifj* Omahare-
plied, not knowingwhat hewas about to
receive.

"Then| challengeyoutoadud,"
Ratcliff shouted. " Pistolsat ten paces™

Now those d you whoare regular
readers know that Kenneth Omahais
perhapsthe best practical marksmanin
theworld, deadly accurate with the nine
millimeter automatic he prefers. But
that work is done with cartridgesand
clipsand thefinest of modernsmall
arms. When Ratcliff handed Omahaan
ancient smoothboreflintlock muzzle
loader, our hero was clueless.

Ratcliff marched dff ten pacesand
busily started toload hisweapon, while
Omaha scratched his head and pondered.
Once, ariver o tequilaago, hed seena
man shoot amusket in aMemoria Day
Parade. Now he struggledtorecall the
detailsd thefiring sequence. First, he
bit the end off a paper cartridge, gettinga
mouthful d gunpowder in the process. It
tasted vile, and the grains got stuck be
tween histeeth when hetried to spit
them out. He dumped therest of the pow-
der downthe barrel o the gun, and then
hestumbledfull forceinto thefunda
mental questionthat forever plagued all
musketeers: ball or wad?

For thelifed him (andthat wasex-
actly what was on the line) Omaha
couldn't remember. Do you put the bullet
infirst, or thewaddinginfirst?Finally
he decided on the wadding, and he stuffed
it down the barrel with thelittleramrod
thingamajigjust as Ratcliff finished | oad-
ing and started dumping powder into his
priming pan.

Nervous now, Omahafumbledfor a
bullet. But thelittle half-inch lead ball
wasround, and it dippedout o hisfin-
gersand started to roll acrossthe deck.
Omahabent toretrieve it just asRatcliff
fired. KABOOM! The round missed him

by inches.

Ratcliff hasto reload, Omaha
thought. To hell withit. He gaveup chas
ing thelittle ball and threw the pistol
intothesea. Then hedrew hiscutlass
and charged.

Thecutlasswasa great, unwieldy
chunk o curved iron, far too heavy and
clumsyfor infighting. Omahatook one
full swing and almost spun to hisknees
under the momentum. Ratcliff’s blade
whistled by hisear. Omahabarely gat his
sword upintimeto parry thereturn
blow. The bladesclanged hard, and the
sting of the impact ran up Omahas
hands, numbing them to theelbows. He
was clearly not cut out to bea swords
man, and in amatter of secondsRatcliff
would realizethisand hack himto
pieces.

Panic-stricken, Omaha cast away the
cutlass. Hereached behind him for the
onefamiliar pieced equipment at hand,
the oneitem hisagent had absolutely in-
sisted that he take with him, theoneitem
Disney's authenticity censors had caved
oninthenamed Omaha's personal
safety. Inaninstant Omahasfingers
Locked around the familiar oval epoxy
shaft of his ConceptionMeody canoe
paddle, two poundsdf space-ageplastic
between him and maniac Ratcliff’s whis-
tling blade.

Omaharaised the paddie high over
his head and swung down with all his
strength, driving the edged the blade
deepinto Ratcliff'sskull. Theforced the
blow split Rateliff to the 'nads, ruining
hisday. Methodicallywith theflat of the
blade Omaha proceeded to beat Rateliff
to splatter, teaching himwith each
smash d the paddieto never - ever - mess
- with-the- woman- d a- New - England
- creek - boater - again. By thetimehe
wasfinished Ratcliff |ooked like peanut
butter and jelly on white. Thecrew
cheered lustily and Omahawasquite
sure that Ratcliff wouldn't makethat
mistakeagainfor all theteain Boston.

Thelast scenewasthe prettiest.
Omahastood on deck with hisarm
around Pocahontas' slender waist asthe
ship headed east under full sail, bound
for London. Behindit on towlines
bobbed two canoes, the dugout for bigwa
ter and the birchbark for creeking.
Omahathought about spending the two
month voyagelocked in the great cabin
with Pocahontas,and he smiled in antici-
pation. And he thought o springfloodin
the Scottish Highlandswith glee. There
would beriverstorun, and dragonsto
day. Maybeeven an Eskimo, crossing
from Greenland,lookingto sell a kayak.
Thesun sank blazing on the western ho-
rizon. Great color!

"OK, cut. That's awrap."”
Th, Th, Th, That's all,folks!
© Jonathan Katz, July 29,1995

American Whitewater VNovember / December 1995




Mohawk Canoes

G 000 Canoes Builr Since T4

PADDLER: Vernon Krinh

PHOTOGREAFHER: Sobdy Hall

World leader in Short Whitewater Playboats
Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971

NEW BOATS
PROBE 14 - RODEQ - FROBE 1211
1S chart o gl Bor prices & apocil

PROBE 11, 12 & 12 IL.,Viper-like performance, yet extrensely user |

friendly. Dry, aglle and quick 1o accelersie. Spins on a8 dime and slips
into the smallest eddys. Vet they easily hobd a ferry angle and track
surprisingly well. Dhe 1o the exoremse flane of the skdes, the Probes have
un amazing amsownt of final dability, A choice of three lengths 1o fit
your weight andlor paddling skill. The paddiers who own ihese boats
rave about their performance. This is a playboat you may never
outgrow, mcker 4-1/2 & 57, 57750 ea

RODED, A new sharber playboat for rodeos and sbeep creeln. Maver

have enders boen so easy. Spin in the hole - Euﬂm!h:maﬂrnhl

‘u smaller eddy. 106" WOW!
VIFER 11L& 12Dy, quick and agile. The choke of steep creckers,

slaboin racers and Fodeo competitors. A winner if you cun handle the sdge. .

mocker 4-12° & 57
WINNER 1993 WORLD RODED (fe 3od & Ird)
WINNER 199104 (MOOEE RODEDS
WINNER 1994 OTTAWA BIVER RODEQD

FROBE 14 NEW FOR 25" Mohawk's new tandemisolo playboat
has all of ihe hod performance featunes of the Probe 12 i a larger boat.
A great boat for those tandem paddiers looking for extra performance.
The Probe 14 can be fsctory outfited in o thiee position. two position
or a sde configuration. An excellent chodce for langer paddiers or ithoses
| whe prefer o longer boat.  As a solo boat, it's so quick and exvy 1o spin
| you think vou're in a much shorter boal. lemgrh 1427 beam @ gunwarle
3012 pocker 6"

| KL13.. Dy, stable, user-friendly. A Mohawk classie. Good for

.M:h-jr- and large paddiers. It is still a favorite of many paddiers.
*“h’r

XL14.., For large paddiers or tandem packdling. 11 can be outfited with
two position outfitting for tandem paddling or three position for both
landem and solo paddling. mocker 77

XL15,.A twndem whitewater boat and favorite of outfiters, schools
or anyone doing iripping or playing on whilewnter mivens. Available
bare, with web seats, with kneeling thwans or foam saddle (2 or 3

postion), maker 37

SAVE 30 %

I_—__" = —————

ﬁumutdnmlhmghhrmhﬂﬂlhhhli‘r’lpﬂ Probe and our
| XL series. Mote the difference in flared angles. Wherne the botiom and
sade ol the canoe meet, the Yiper has a sharp chine or adge. This edge
| enables the paddler 10 carve tums and 1o judge the angle of their kean,
| However, it can catch cross currents and flip & boater who is not ased (o
the edge. Also, when side surfing. the Viper s “grabbice™ than the
Probe, Advanced psldiers whi master this edge love the contred it gives
them. Bul for many paddlers we believe the Probe is a more forgiving
boat that will suit their paddiing needs betier, without giving up the
iick sccelerntion amd turming of the Viper.

As you can see from the cenfer cross soction, the Probe has
mode (lare than ke Yiper. This ks scoomplished by lowering point A one
inch and making the boat one inch wider ot this poinl. The tuck-in
above podnt A allows for o narrow gunwale width and a pockei for your
hand. The extremse flare, (more than sny other whitewater playbost)
resulis in fantnstic final or secondary sability, vet still maintains a sleck
bt that makes upsiream moves, fermies amd gening on surfing waves
surprisingly easy, In summary, the Probe is o performance boat that is
Luu\-ﬁi:l'll]y.

Al Mohawk whitewater playboats have symmetrical hulls.
Why? Because, if propedy desigoed. they will hold a ferry angle and
track as well or better than an asymumoirecal bost. Back surfing, back
ferries, side surfing and spins will all be easier andl smoother in the
symmetrical boat becanse both ends resct in the same way,

I A L

| MOST WHITEWATER HﬂH.IIH'If M.'I.-!.H"H
FPLAYBOATS (XL'S) VIFERS

The difference is in the FIAKE
fast high performance boats with cutstanding final stability

E-l:l:m' are ﬂ:lwn'lp—l

SFECS LESGTID | BEAM | DEFTIN | WENSIT | MATEREAL | SUGG | FACTIRY
LISTs | [MRECT
[T e | e | e | aus Bai | o | wms
THORE 11 uwr | o | B | aies | movaes | sams | s
TR 1T TN | ma | BF | SLEA | BOYALEX | sam |
FROBEIZN | Iir | B | BF | el [T | s
FHORE 1 ar | mr | Br | sims | movalix | sam | i
VIPER 1 v | 7 | Br | aum um.:'i.__u TR
v 1 v | oy | By | eim | wowies | we | wense
E ur r L SS1NS | ROVALEN | Ssde ALk, o
X0, s o n L -l;- BOYALER | A A -
X1 1 B | a5 | i | ssims | ROTALEX | mew | b
[ ——— sPrices da el Include Troighl

Soot bracer, air bags & guick disconmeet lactag kit

HT-HA4- 3251 FHONE
H07-RM4-0393 FAX

ﬁ.&noﬁ

125 Solo $13% Tandem M0 Triple
s couTy noA a1 9 1y
L : D F1. 227: unsler the same ownership aml managemenl

W7 N Camosis Bualt samce 190
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