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NEW DUES 

FOR AWA 
Dear AWA Members: 

The good news from AWA has been pretty obvious over recent months. This Journal 
keeps getting fatter and fatter, meatier and meatier, better and better. AWA's involve- 
ment in access, conservation and safety issues across the country is expandingat a rapid 
pace, only to be matched by our aspirations and goals for the future evidenced in AWA's 
ambitious Strategic Plan. 

AWA Directors and Staff are extremely excited about this new five-year plan. In fact, 
we're more than excited -we're already scrambling to get things underway and keep to 
our timeline. It's a huge undertaking that will require more energy, support, money and 
staffing. But confidence is high. We believe our goals to be both realistic and attainable. 

We also know it will come as no surprise that the more we do, the more it costs. This 
is a fact of life none of us seem able to avoid. As you might well imagine, the price of 
providing our membership with the benefits it deserves has increased significantly over 
the past five years. The expanded size and scope of this fatter, meatier, better AMERICAN 
WHITEWATER alone has made us dig pretty deep into the AWA pocket. 

So it's time for us to look to you, our members, for a little help. It's time to ask you to 
share some of the expense of AWA's expansion. It's time for us to raise AWA's annual 
membership dues. 

The dues increase is modest - $5 for individual, family and foreign memberships. 
Yet it's important to us that you understand the reasons for this increase and not regard 
it as an arbitrary action. Hence this letter of explanation. 

The new rate structure will go into effect immediately. However, members already 
contacted for renewal (membership code 956 and lower) may still renew at the 1995 rates 
stated on their notices. 

We thank you for your understanding. We thank you for your enthusiastic, contin- 
ued support. We look forward to working with you in years to come to realize the fullest 
potential for whitewater recreation. 

Risa Shimoda Callaway 
President 

Phyllis B. Horowitz 
Executive Director 
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RIO SHONDURAS 
10281 Hwy. 50. Howard. CO 81233 
800 255-5784 

looking for a new place to paddle? 
Join us in Honduras and experience 
tropical paddling. We offer a variety 
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service 
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some ol 
our excursions through lush rain 
forests and exhilarating whi tewate~ 
are led by renowned canoeist Bob 
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary 
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly 
experienced expert guides lead othe~ 
kayak and raft trips. 

Call for more information anc 
detailed itineraries. 
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What a 
great 
Christmas 
Cift! 

The best of 
American 
Whitewater! 

River's End - A collection of 
bedtime stories for paddlers is a 
collection of the best features from 
the last 10 year's worth of Arneri- 
can Whitewater, the official journal 
of the AWA. 

In this book you'll read tales from 
the New, Cheat, Gauley, Meadow, 
Colorado, Snake, Middle Fork and 
elsewhere in North America. There 
are stories that will make you laugh; 
stories that will keep you on the 
edge of your seat; stories that you 
will dream about. 

An added bonus: Proceeds from 
the sale of this book will benefit 
AWA's river conservation and 
access programs. 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

I To order, fill out the coupon below and send a check or money order for $15, 
-, plus $2 shipping and handling, to Bill Sedivy, Big Dog Publications, 1410 I ! Country Manor Drive, Logan, Utah, 84321. Please allow about four weeks for . 

delivery. Sorry, no credit cards accepted. I 
I 

Name: Number of copies 1 

DRY BAGS PFD'S 
INFLATABLES 

NEOPRENE CLOTHING 
ACCESSORIES 

- BACKPACKING 
FAMILY CAMPING 
RUGGED CLOTHING 
tL FOOTWEAR 
NAME BRANDS AT 

THE LOWEST PRICES 

Perception 
Wave PFD 

USCG approved 
Specially designed 
for paddlers 
Huge armholes 
for unrestricted 
movement 
Angled zipper 
for comfortable 
and secure fit 

, Knife patch 
Variety of color 

61 combinations 
a 
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I've been reading with interest the on- 
going discussion about changing the 
river rating system, and while I don't 
claim to measure up to the big names 
who have been batting this issue around, 
I thought I would throw in my two cents 
worth. I hope I'm not overcharging any- 
one. 

Most of the talk seems to resolve 
around adopting something similar to the 
climbing scale. From my point of view, 
adapting the climbing scale confuses the 
system as much as it clarifies it. All we 
know is that a 5.0 is less difficult than a 
5.5, but just what exactly does that 
"point-something" mean? I'm no 
climber, and I don't think most boaters 
are, so I carry over no knowledge or expe- 
rience from the climbing scale. I think 
boaters would be better served with a 
system devised for rivers, not rocks. 

It seems to me boaters are most con- 
cerned with changing the rating of rivers 
and rapids class IV and above. Most con- 
versations are centered on class V water 
because all class V's are not created 
equal, and most people still consider a 
bonafide class VI unrunnable. 

It's been my experience that once you 
advance to running class V water, you 
have a general idea of what to expect, but 
there is still a broad spectrum of class V 
rivers and rapids. I agree that the cur- 
rent system could use some fine tuning, 
but that fine tuning should be as simple, 
objective and as universal as possible, 
and I also believe we already have most 
of what we need to rate rivers and rapids 
without radically changing the system. 

Most boaters coming up through the 
whitewater ranks (myself included) have 
learned to rate whitewater from guide- 
books instead of their own experience, 
and there lies part of the problem-too 
much subiectiveness. I'm not noinn to - - 
knock guidebooks because they are valu- 
able tools, but they should be considered 
guidelines, not gospels, especially when 
it comes to difficult rivers. Having said 
that, any guidebook worth its cover price 
will include objective ways to gauge the 
d

iffi

culty of a river, namely flow and gra- 
dient. 

North Fork of the Payette. Grant Amaral 
rates them all as class V rivers in his ex- 
cellent book. Idaho: The Whitewater 
State. He also lists each river's gradient, 
which ranges from 98 feet per mile (fpm) 
on the South Clearwater to 111 fprn on the 
Secesh, and he varies his rating in accor- 
dance with the flow. All three are rated 
consistently, with ratings of IV/V at 
around 1,000 cfs, and increasing to V/V+ 
at higher flows. The gradient/flow sys- 
tem works well for me, but it's not perfect 
either. The nearby East Fork of the 
South Fork of the Salmon River is also 
rated V+ above 1,500 cfs even though its 
67 fpm gradient is slightly more than half 
that of the Secesh's. 

In a case like this, a little more infor- 
mation would be helpful (and by the way, 
it's provided in ~ r & t ' s  description of the 
East Fork). However, I admit one prob- 
lem with the gradient/flow system is it 
breaks down when you apply it an indi- 
vidual rapid, instead of a section of the 
river. 

Therefore, I feel that a letter designat- 
ing the type of river or rapid would help 
clarify, but not overly complicate, the 
current system. Most sections of river 
and individual rapids could be reason- 
ably well defined by a few common 
terms, such as continuous (i.e., class V- 
C), steep (V-S), or pool/drop (V-PD). You 
could also add a "T" to signify exception- 
ally technical stretches, and in special 
cases where undercuts, logs, high water- 
falls, or other added hazards occur, an 
"X" for extreme. This method would give 
some distinction between a class V water- 
fall, a half-mile continuous boulder gar- 
den, and an abrupt pool/drop section. 

I don't consider this system perfect, 
but in theory, it expands the current sys- 
tem with simple terms that boaters are 
already familiar with. No system can 
perfectly describe every situation, but as 
class V boating creeps into the realm of 
the mainstream boating community, a 
little more informative rating system ----- 

VALLING 
' OFF 
WALDEN'S 

RIDGE" 
When I read a guidebook's description 1 Exciting 28-minute action-packed 

of a river that I have never paddled, my I Whitewater video featuring 
eyes glance at the rating, then settle on 
the madient and flow. Those two mea- 1 Tennessee's newest and hottest runs! 
surkents  usually tell me whether I'm 
dealing with a class V steep creek or big I only $ 1 9 m 9 5 P , u s ~ % H  
water frenzv. I also find I can iudae the 1 POSSUM CREEK PRODUCTS - -  - 

author's consistency in rating"riv&s by I 1334 Cloverdale c rive 
using those measurements as a reference. Hixson, Tennessee 37343 

Three class V rivers near where I live (423) 877-2302 serve as a good example: the South Fork ) ,,,,,,,,,,,,. 

would help boaters know what they are 
getting themselves into. 

Keep up the good work. 
Sincerely, 
Roger Phillips 
McCall, ID 

I know I may get clobbered for being 
insensitive, but I think this needs to be 
said: 

Please reconsider your decision to fas- 
ten a bronze memorial plaque to the rock 
in the rapid where Mike died. 

If, as you said the comment at the fu- 
neral went, boating was Mike's way of 
getting closer to nature and to God, then 
consider that others who will be paddling 

OR ln~ermediate codbination mft/kayak 
tour -awhWater & sc&ii tour ofChile. 
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AIRE uses 

the latest technology and innovative design to build high 

performance craft that are durable, compact, 

and self bailing. 

AIRE builds six 

models of catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and 

two sea kayaks in a variety of colors. AIRE leads the way 

in the industry and so should you. 

LYNX 

P.O. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOISE, ID 83703 
(208) 344-7506 FAX (800) 701 -AIRE 
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LETTERS 

the river for those reasons may want to 
experience the river as it was created. 
You say that Mike would disapprove of a 
paddling ban on the Russell Fork - how 
do you know that he would not also want 
you to leave the river as it was when he 
paddled it? It sounds as though Mike 
paddled for similar reasons as many of us 
who would like to experience the river as 
it always has been. 

The Fist undercut sounds like a dan- 
gerous spot. Consider the psychological 
effect of your plaque with the words you 
described on future rescuers as they 
struggle to save another trapped boater 
or how the plaque might affect them im- 
mediately after should the rescue fail. 

If, as the plaque is to say, the memory 
of friends and loved ones will last for- 
ever, then those of you who knew him 
won't need the plaque. To the rest of us, it 
won't mean much other than another re- 
minder that you can get chopped on the 
river. 

With your letter appearing in the 
July/August issue, you probably made 
the plans and wrote the letter within a 
month or two of the April 23 tragedy. It 
seemed like a situation where you all 
were well in control, a chance event oc- 
curred, you did all you can to save a close 

fl-iend, and you couldn't. These events 
are harder to understand than those in 
which someone makes an obvious error 
in judgment, but shit happens. It sounds 
like your letter was a start to accepting 
this, but, trust me, it takes more time 
than a month or two to get your thinking 
on how to deal with it completely 
straight. After feeling powerless to have 
made a difference, maybe you all need to 
do something, but maybe this isn't the 
best thing. 

A suggestion: let the idea sit for a 
while. Talk to boaters that didn't know 
Mike about your idea. Think about doing 
something that keep rivers free-flowing 
and wild. Maybe there's family land 
where Mike's non-boating friends and 
family can also see the plaque. And 
maybe Mike is still out on the Russell 
Fork and would like it the way it always 
has been. 

Thanks and good luck, 
Cabin John, MD 

Until last year, only a handful of 
boaters had ever experienced 
Ecuador's magnificent white-water, 
but some things are just too good to 
be kept secret, and that's the case 
with the rivers of Ecuador. If you 
can envision world-class, warm 
weather, winter boating in a remote a 
tropical forest environment, at an n 
altitude that is high enough and d " " E 0 cool enough to feel like 
summertime in Colorado, then 
you have an idea of what to 
expect of the boating in Ecuador. 

We still have the most 
affordable trips to Chile's creeks, 
waterfalls, and rivers! 

JOIN US!!! 

High Performance - 
Canoe and Kayak Paddles. 

Hand crafted from the finest materials 
Custom orders from 9 styles of blades 
Composite reinforcement options 
Repairs 

Call or write for 
more information: 
2450 Jones Road 
Lenoir City, TN 37771 
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IGET REAL WET 
Smokestack Boatworks 
164 Wildwoocl Avenuo 

East Lonsclowno, PA 19050 

whi tewate r  products 

773-5582 
1385 Justice Rd, 
Central Point OR 

Here Locally 15 years 
Boat & Raff Trailers Alum Rowing Frames 
Inflatable Boats Alum Dry Boxes 

Inflatable Rafts Alum Camp Kitchens 

HOTTEST NEW SHORTIE! 

~ e ~ e e d e ~  
The Rapid Solution to your 
shortboat dilemma. Shorter, 

Lighter & Quicker 

CUSMlM o m  

READY - TO - PLAY 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Call today or Try a Test Drive at our 
Nantahala Outpost 

4043255330~tkntaweekdays 
7044882386 ~antahala ~ i v e r  

2362-Cb Dresden Drive, NE, Atlanta, GA 30341 

Perception 
Horizon Line 
Graphite 
Paddle 

Graphite dihedral blade 
for a stiffer blade w i t h  
a lower swing weight  
Redesianed backface 
and  tip pulls smoothly 
through the  water 
Custom options 
available a t  n o  charge:* 

Blade offset 
Asymmetrical blade 
HiflexTM shaft 

I 
* Allow extra time 
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We're introducing a new 
speczal issue magazine 
The Complete Guide to 
~hitewuter Paddling 

ing and fast sports of 
whitewater kayaking, rafting and 

I.. . t i 

0 ' 

mail your order "hot" off the press prior to the on-sale newsstand date of March 12,1996. For your con- 
venience use your VisdMC. Call 1-800 MY CANOE (800-692-2663) or (206) 827-6363, FAX (206) 827-1893, 
or mail your payment to CANOE & KAYAK MAGAZINE, PO BOX 3146, KIRKLAND, WA 98083. 
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The American 
Whitewater 
Affiliation 

Our mission is to 
conserve and restore 
America's whitewater 
resources and to 
enhance opportunities 
to enjoy them safely. 

The American Whitewater Affiliation 
(AWA) is a national organization with a 
membership consisting of thousands of 
individual whitewater boating enthusi- 
asts, and more than 100 local paddling 
club affiliates. 

WEST VIROINIA'S MOST 
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP 

Located in the Heart of the 
New & Gauley Rivers 

Products from: Perception, Wilderness 
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony, 
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle, 
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps, 

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE! 

NORTH AMERICAN 
RIVER RUNNERS, I N C  

On U S .  Route 60, % Mlle 
East of U.S. 19 lntersectiol 

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains 
a complete national inventory of 
whitewater rivers, monitors threats to 
those rivers, publishes information on 
river conservation, provides technical 
advice to local groups, works with gov- 
ernment agencies and other river users, 
and- when necessary-- takes legal action 
to prevent river abuse. 

RIVER ACCESS: To assure public ac- 
cess to whitewater rivers pursuant to the 
guidelines published in its official Access 
Policy, AWA arranges for river access 
through private lands by negotiation or 
purchase, seeks to protect the right of 
public passage on all rivers and streams 
navigable by kayak or canoe, resists un- 
justified restrictions on government 
managed whitewater rivers and works 
with government agencies and other 
river users to achieve these goals. 

EDUCATION: Through publication of 
the bi-monthly magazine, and by other 
means, American Whitewater, ( AWA) 
provides information and education 
about whitewater rivers, boating safety, 
technique and equipment. 

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling 
safely, publishes reports on whitewater 
accidents, maintains a uniform national 
ranking system for whitewater rivers 
(the International Scale of Whitewater 
Difficulty) and publishes and dissemi- 
nates the internationally recognized 
AWA Whitewater Safety Code. 

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting 
events, contests and festivals to raise 
funds for river conservation, including 
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in Tennes- 
see, the Gauley River Festival in West 
Virginia (the largest gathering of 
whitewater boaters in the nation), the Ar- 
kansas River Festival in Colorado, the 
Kennebec Festival in Maine and the 
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts. 

AWA was incorporated under Mis- 
souri non-profit corporation laws in 1961 
and maintains its principal mailing ad- 
dress at P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464, 
(914) 688-5569. AWA is tax exempt under 
Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

Perception 
LC- 1 
Spray Skirt 

Premium 3mm 
neoprene 
Heavy-duty big 
rand ... extends over 
cockpit for increased 
abrasion resistance 
and a dry seal 
Bright webbing 
grabloop 
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Congressional Follies 
W d n g  this article may be too political for the average 
boater! This article is the opinion of an AWA Staff member 
and Director. It is in no way affiliated with the rabid and 

w 

deeply troubled Ed E. m e .  
by Susan Scheufele and Rich Hoffman 

T he new Republican led Congress was thrust into power in 
part by a surge of free-market, economic pragmatism. 
Many of us in the river conservation community could 

embrace many aspects of this approach. After all, we have been 
advocating for a better use of public funds by ending pork bar- 
rel water projects since the beginning. We have called for accu- 
rate cost-benefit analyses for water projects (e.g. the Animas-La 
Plata) and an end to government subsidies (e.g. for small hydro 
projects or for irreators receiving water far below market 
value) and government give-aways of hard rock minerals (un- 
der the 1872 Mining Law), an industry which impacts heavily 
on the headwaters of whitewater runs. 

Unfortunately, it appears that the decisions of the new Con- 
gress are less influenced by free market analysis than influen- 
tial business interests. Many of our favorite rivers are at stake. 
Eminent river conservationist Marc Reisner stated in a recent 
N.Y. Times editorial that "to judge from their voting behavior, 
the House Republicans' Great Satan seems no longer to be the 
Federal deficit; it is the environmental progress achieved dur- 
ing the last 25 years." 

Here's the rundown on some of the actions that will impact 
whitewater recreation: 

1. Animas-La Plata Water Project 

The Animas-La Plata (ALP) water project will divert 350 cfs 
from the Animas River in the town of Durango, Colorado, just 
upstream of the world famous Santa Rita hole, one of the best 
play holes in the U.S. And that's just the beginning. The 
project, being built by the Bureau of Reclamation at a cost of 
$710 million, will consist of 2 major reservoirs, 7 pumping 
plants, and 200 miles of canals and pipes. 

The AWA is opposed to this project for several reasons: 

V ALP makes no economic sense, returning only 36 cents for 
every dollar invested. 

V There are other, cheaper alternatives. 
V The current project short-shrifts Indian needs, despite the 

fact that ALP is billed as an Indian Water Rights project. 
V It messes with a great play hole! 

In October, Senator Campbell (R-CO.) slipped in a rider to 
the mammoth Energy and Water Development Appropriations 
Bill which would exempt ALP from complying with federal en- 
vironmental laws. A host of pro-river groups (including Colo- 
rado Rivers Alliance, National Wildlife Federation, Sierra Club 
Legal Defense Fund, and the AWA) are gathering support to op- 
pose this rider, and let ALP stand or fall on its own merits. 

2. Auburn Dam 

Congressman Doolittle from California's Central Valley 
~ lans  to introduce legislation for a flood control dam on the 
Vorth and Middle Forks of the American River outside Sacra- 
nento, California, which would later be expanded into a larger, 
nulti-purpose dam. However, the same level of flood protection 
:ould be provided at a substantially lower cost through changes 
:o existing structures (including Folsom dam and lower Ameri- 
:an River levees). Ironically, the major flooding in the 
Roseville and Rio Linda areas of Sacramento last winter (a ma- 
o r  impetus for improving flood control) came from minor 
:ributaries of the American which would not be affected by the 
lew Army Corps flood control proposals. Sacramento County 
would save a lot of money by simply stopping developers from 
building houses in the flood plain. 

If the dam is eventually built, the big winners will be the lo- 
:a1 developers in Placer County and adjacent counties who will 
;et a free new source of water. These counties can still develop 
relatively inexpensive sources for new water, but are reluctant 
to pay for water development because they believe that the fed- 
2ral government promised them this water two decades ago as 
part of the original Central Valley Project. The losers will be 
the state and federal taxpayers, who will be subsidizing a water 
supply that the local counties are unwilling to pay for, and boat- 
m ,  who will lose the Class 11-IV runs on the North and Middle 
Forks. 

3. Selling off Public Lands 

A few Congressmen have plans to liquidate some of our na- 
tional parks, give public lands to the states, and sell public 
Lands to industry. Some of the best boating spots in the country 
are on public lands managed by the federal government - 
many of which Congress is now preparing to sell or give away. 
For more information, read the Natural Resource Defense 
Fund's July '95 report "Selling Our Heritage: Congressional 
Plan's for America's Public Lands" (send email to nrdc- 
selling@nrdc.org for an electronic version, or call them at (212) 
727-4511). Also check out the NRDC web page at http:// 
www.nrdc.org/nrdc/dire/plindex.html based on the report. 

4. Selling the Central Valley Project 

Central Valley Congressmen are trying to fire sale the 
nation's largest irrigation project to its main beneficiaries. The 
Central Valley Project (CVP) includes seven big dams and hun- 
dreds of miles of aqueducts, and was built over 40 years ago at a 
cost of $3.4 billion. Its subsidized water is sold to farmers for as 
little as $3.50 an acre foot, a subsidy which amounts to hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars annually. These farmers are prima- 
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rily large corporate agriculture in California. 
These same subsidized irrigators want to buy the project for 

$826 million, a fraction of its true worth. In an analysis re- 
quested by Senator Diane Feinstein (CA), the Bank of America 
said this $826 million value "is not designed to establish the fair 
market value of the CVP" and "falls substantially below that 
which would be generated bv other analvtical methods." Ac- - 
cording to the $an Francisco Chronicle'bther approaches 
would result in a mice in the range of $2.6 billion to $6 billion. 
Senator ~einsteinremarks that t6e scheme is moving too rap- 
idly through Congress for a judicious decision-making process: 
"With no opportunity for public hearings on the financing ques- 
tion and no opportunities for the involved parties to weigh in 
on any number of other technical and environmental issues, it 
would be a tremendous mistake in judgment to push this thing 
through." But she conceded that the sale might be unstoppable 
in Congress, where the sale of federal assets has strong appeal. 

5. Gutting the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act (CVPIA) 

The Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIAt 
signed into law by President Bush in 1992-was one of the most 
far-reaching water reform bills ever enacted by Congress, re- 
ceiving strong bi-partisan support. 

Now, a group of Central Valley Congressmen (Doolittle, 

CONSERVATION 
Fazio, Pombo, Radanovich, Thomis, Dooley and Condit) have 
introduced H.R. 1906, a bill drafted by the Central Valley Project 
Water Association (which represents the contractors who re- 
ceive highly subsidized water from the federal Central Valley 
Project (CVP)). This bill would decimate all of the CVPIA's envi- 
ronmental benefits of restoring rivers, fisheries and wildlife 
refuges (including the San Francisco bay/delta), while at the 
same time actually increasing subsidies to already highly subsi- 
dized agribusiness water users. 

According to George Miller (D-CA), author of the 1992 
CVPIA, "The agribusiness legislation introduced today is not a 
serious effort to correct alleged flaws in the Central Valley Im- 
provement Act. It's a bald-faced effort by the subsidized, corpo- 
rate irrigators to recapture their control of 85% of the project's 
water. What's wrong" with the CVPIA in their view, is that the 
environment won, the California economy won, the taxpayers 
won - and the subsidized irrigators lost. The Doolittle bill is 
nothing more than their effort to reverse history, at great ex- 
pense to the taxpayers of America and the environment of Cali- : 

fornia." 
Please ask your Congressional representative, your senators 

and President Clinton not to support plans to 1. build Animus-La 
Plata, 2. Build Auburn Dam, 3. sell public lands and national 
parks, 4. sell the Central Valley Project, and 5. gut the Central 
Valley Project Improvement Act (H.R. 1906). It's in your best in- 
terest as a taxpayer as well as a boater! 

A fter years of hard 
work from the West 
Virginia Rivers Coa- 

lition (WVRC) and others, it is 
s critical time for the effort to 
lesignate rivers in the 
Monogahela National Forest 
[MNF) as Wild and Scenic. 

In the summer, the U.S. 
Forest Service completed the 
eligibility study for 12 rivers 
in the MNF. Unfortunately, 
the Forest Service only recom- 
mended designating 5 of these 
rivers as Wild and Scenic: 
Shaver's Fork, Blackwater, 
Laurel Fork, South Branch 
Potomac, and Seneca Creek. 
(The other rivers are: Dry 
Fork, Glady Fork, Otter 
Creek, Red Creek, North Fork 
South Branch Potomac, Will- 
iams, North Fork Cherry.) 
Public comments on the draft 
were accepted until the begin- 
ning of October. 

In our comments, the AWA 
strongly endorsed the desig- 
nation of all 12 of the study 
rivers for several reasons: 

1. Whitewater recreation is a substantial component to West Virginia's 
tourist economv. and all 12 are outs tan din^ whitewater rivers! 

The &door recreation industrffuels economic growth in a sustainable manner, in con- 
trast to the cycles of boom and bust of extractive industries (e.g. coal mining) and their -. 

legacy of expensive clean up and health costs that are paid by the taxpayer. 
2. Whitewater rivers are scarce. 

Less than 1 % of the river miles in the United States offer good quality whitewater. De- 
spite having over 29,000 miles of rivers and streams, West Virginia only has protected 93 
miles of 4 stream segments. 

3. Designating these rivers will help to preserve and improve water quality and fuh habitat. 
West Virginia's rivers serve as the headwaters to a significant proportion of the East's 
population. Designation will attract funds for river restoration. 

4. Designation will not impose on private property owners. 
The Appalachian landscape has sustained human populations for generations. We do 
not intend or want to disrupt this pattern of life and culture. More to the point, we want 
to help preserve it. We support federal land acquisition only from willing sellers. 

5. Designation would be very cost effrective. 
Most of the land is owned already by the Forest Service. 

These 12 rivers provide an 
extraordinary diversity of 
whitewater experiences. 
Some flow through near wil- 
derness areas, while others 
are near roads and develop- 
ment. Some provide cutting- 
edge expert whitewater, while 
others are suitable for fami- 
lies and beginners: 

Red Creek, Otter Creek, 
Seneca Creek and the Upper 
Blackwater (from 
Blackwater Falls to junction 
with the North Fork) offer ex- 
pert quality whitewater, 
among the most challenging 
in the U.S. Below the 
confluence with the North 
Fork, more moderate Class V 

whitewater continues on the 
Lower Blackwater. The 
Shaver's Fork also hosts dif- 
ficult whitewater that is less 
intimidating as the streams 
listed above. 

The Laurel Fork, Dry 
Fork and Glady Fork are 
spectacularly beautiful Class 
11-IV runs, streams that offers 
solitude and wilderness. The 
Williams River is also an 
outstanding Class IV run in a 
wilderness setting. The 
Smoke Hole Canyon of the 
South Branch Potomac and 
Hopeville Canyon of the 
North Fork South Branch 
Potomacareverypopular 
Class I11 runs, offering excel- 

lent learning opportunities 
for kayakers and canoes. 
North.Fork of the Cherry is 
a good technical Class I11 
river that currently sees very 
little recreational use. 

In conclusion, the 12 
streams described above are 
outstanding whitewater runs. 
each with their own character 
and outstanding features. Al- 
though the formal public com- 
ment period is over, it's not 
too late to express your opin- 
ion: 
Mr. Jim Page 
Forest Supervisor 
Monongahela National Forest 
200 Sycamore Street 
Elkins, West Virginia 26241 
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In August of 1995, the AWA 
oined the West Virginia Riv- 
!rs Coalition (WVRC) and the 
+iends of the Cheat (FOC) at 
i ground breaking ceremony 
o begin to restore 157 miles of 
he Cheat River (headwaters 
o PA state line) from the ad- 
rerse affects of Acid Mine 
hainage. 

The Cheat is a glaring ex- 
imple of how mining can ad- 
rersely affect rivers. Other 
mtstanding free flowing (and 
whitewater) rivers, such as 
Wyoming's Yellowstone and 
Wisconsin's Wolf Rivers are 
.hreatened by proposals to 
;tart-up new mining opera- 
:ions. Mining impacts on wa- 
:er quality today comes from a 
~ariety of mineral extraction, 
including coal, copper, gold 
xnd others. 

Phase one of the "River of 
Promise" program begins res- 
toration work (and a $200,000 

industry commitment) on 
Greens Run, a tributary of the 
Cheat and on river left at the 
Cheat Canyon put-in. Acid 
mine drainage has caused aes 
thetic damage to the Cheat, 
has eliminated its fishery, de- 
graded drinking water and 
cost millions of dollars in lost 
revenue from recreation ac- 
tivities such as fishing and 
boating. 

The goal of this program is 
to restore an environmentally 
healthy watershed which pro- 
vides diverse recreational op- 
portunities and sustains vi- 
able local economies. Initial 
signatories in this commit- 
ment include: WVRC, FOC, 
WV Dept. of Natural Re- 
sources, Anker Energy Corpo 
ration and the US Office of 
Surface Mining. For more in- 
formation contact WVRC at 
(304) 472-0025 or FOC at (304) 
379-3141. 

Above: Bob Urum, Director of US. Office of Surface Mining, 
department of the Interior address the crowd. 

Seated left to right: Dave Bassage, Friends of the Cheat; Mary Pat 
Bch, West Virginia River Coalition; Rich Bower, AWA; Dr. Laidley 
F. McCoy deputy Director, WV Division of Environmental Protection 

Equipment, 
Inc. Funds 
Another 3 Years of 
Grassroots River Grants 

1995 marks the eighth year that REI, Inc. (the Seattle based 
outdoor equipment co-op) has funded the National Rivers Coa- 
lition (NRC). Over this period, the NRC has provided nearly 
$482,000 in funding for community based citizen groups which 
use volunteers and have a direct impact on river conservation 
and/or river access. Special emphasis is given to groups 
which represent human-powered outdoor recreation inter- 
ests. NRC grants target efforts which address: changing state 
river policies; hydropower reform; lobbying for rivers; river 
recreation, and; new strategies (targeted responses to the 
nation's new political realities - see "Inside the Beltway"). In 
late 1994, two new programs were initiated which provided 
funds for river access and for rivers in urban areas. 

The emphasis of the NRC has been to provide seed grants 
for grassroots river conservation and access activities in 
North America, NRC grants are usually awarded in $1000 in- 
crements. This has proven an incredible benefit for rivers - 
in eight years, this program has presented 439 grants to 250 
organizations and 18 individuals. Many of these grants were 
awarded to paddlers (and paddling organizations) working on 
conservation and access on their favorite rivers. Some benefi- 
ciaries of this program include: the Olympic Rivers Council 
(Elwha and others, WA); Merrimack Valley Paddlers 
(Pemigewasset, NH); Friends of the River (American and 
Kern, CA); Colorado Rivers Alliance and Colorado 
Whitewater; and New England FLOW. 

Due to changes in REI's internal grants program, the NRC 
was scheduled to be taken in-house after this season (1995). 
However, on October 3rd, Rich Bowers (AWA), Pat Munoz 
(River Network), and.Brooke Drury (Rivers Council of Wash- 
ington and AWA Director) traveled to Seattle to meet with 
REI's Environmental Board and to present them with the out- 
standing merits of this program. The result - full funding for 
the NRC for another three years. 

For rivers and river organizations, this means the poten- 
tial to double the number of organizations funded to nearly 
500 (250+ to date, and approximately 80 additional grants each 
year until 1988). If your club or organization would receive an 
application for a possible NRC grant, please contact John 
Mcgevney at American Rivers (202) 547-6900 ext. 3021, or Rich 
Bowers at (301) 589-9453. Deadlines for submittals are April 1, 
May 20, August 20, and November 20. 

Steering Committee members for the NRC include: Ameri- 
can Canoe Association, American Rivers, American 
Whitewater Affiliation, National Wildlife Federation, River 
Federation, River Network, Sierra Club, and the Wilderness 
Society. 
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Hydropower Reform Coalition (HRC) Hires 
New Coordinator 

The HRC is a coalition of national, regional and local river 
organizations seeking to achieve conservation and recreation 
improvements at hydropower facilities throughout the United 
States. 

The Steering Committee for the HRC includes: American 
Rivers, American Whitewater Appalachian Moun- 
tain Club, Conservation Law Foundation, Michigan Hydro 
Relicensing Coalition, Natural Heritage Institute, New England 
FLOW, New York Rivers United, Rivers Alliance of Wisconsin, 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, and Trout Unlimited. 

In September, 1995, the HRC hired Steven Rothert as Na- 
tional Coordinator for this effort. Steven was previously a re- 
search intern with the International Rivers Network where he 
evaluated water resource development plans for the Mekong 
River Basin in Southeast Asia. Steven also has a background as 
a watershed planner and as an environmental scientist for the 
US EPA in San Francisco. Steven received both his BA and MS 
in Wildlands Resource Science from the University of Califor- 
nia. 

As a California native, one of Steven's passions is surfing. 
The AWA is currently working to introduce him to surfing's 
Capital area substitute -look for Steven to be shredding 
Potomac River waves in the near future. Steven will work out of 
the American Rivers office in Washington, DC, he can be 
reached at (202) 547-6900 ext. 3026. 

Forest Service Hydro Proposal 
In the July/August Journal AWA staff alerted readers to the 

US Forest Service (USFS) Notice of Proposed Policy and Proce- 
dures for Hydropower Applications. It has taken AWA staff sev- 
eral months to wade through this tome, and to even begin to un'- 
derstand what it may mean for whitewater boaters. 

What it means is that, recognizing that the USFS is short of 
manpower, funding and expertise in hydropower, the USFS is 
willing to surrender all of its authority to protect and conserve 
rivers in our National Forests to the FERC. Acquiescing its au- 
thority to an agency which, historically, has recognized river 
values and the public good almost entirely in terms of a single 
goal - power production. 

a On" $45 Includes Fins with 
Pads S Sfraps 

/HARDCORE! G~~~ 
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from 
Whitewater Videos = - 

B 

d d  9 -3 n* Gentry Video Productions 
Vertical Addiction - NEW ! A look at the addiction to 
whitewater through the eyes of expert creek boaters. Features 
,three creeks falling at between 600 and 800 feet per mile. 

............. Kayaks and canoes. 45 minutes.. $26.95. 

PLUNGE! - Fantastic paddling on some of the South's most 
extreme steep creeks. Features Little River Canyon, Bear 
Creek, Cullasaja, and Horsepasture. Also, 50 foot Little River 

.......... Canyon Falls. Kayaks. 45 minutes.. .$26.95. 

Southern Fried Creekin ' - A classic. Explore some of the 
wildest creelun' in the South with some of the country's best 
paddlers. Features Watauga, Horsepasture, Overflow. and 
Mystery Creek with 5 0 4  Coon Dog Falls. 45 minutes. $26.95 

Green Summer - Steep creekin' on the Narrows of the 
Green. 500 fpm! 20 minutes.. ................... .$2 1.95. 

Send the price indicated plus $3 shipping to: Gentry Video 
Productions, 646 Deer Creek Trail, Hoschton, GA 30548. 
Call or fax orders to (706) 654-2725. 
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CONSERVATION 
Even more incredible, the USFS also wants to relinquish to 

FERC its authority to manage and protect the public right to en- 
joy and experience rivers in National Forests. This is bad news 
for both boaters and other river conservationists, since FERC 
knows almost nothing about managing National Forest land. 

If enacted, this policy change could open up all whitewater 
rivers on USFS land (including numerous wilderness rivers) to 
new dams, and could jeopardize 96 designated components of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (some 4,316 river 
miles). It may well trash completed evaluations on another 1000 
additional river segments (750 of these are eligible for future 
Wild and Scenic protection). 

In AWA's comments we stated that we are "not pleased that 
such an important guardian of river resources is now seeking 
to "grease the skids" for developers to dam and dewater out- 
standing rivers within our National Forests", and that "hydro- 
power dams do not fit with wilderness or wilderness values." 

For copies of AWA's comments, contact Rich Bowers at (301) 
589-9453. 

Pit River (CA) 
The AWA's requested whitewater study on California's Pit 

river was completely sandbagged by Mother Nature this sum- 
mer. A combination of high water in the winter and spring, and 
a drastic drop off in early summer caused the test consultant 
and boaters to miss a good portion of the targeted flows (basi- 
cally we got both ends but no middle flows). FERC has granted 
an extension to study additional flows next spring. However, if 
nature again resists, PG&E is now required to offer assistance 
in the form of controlled flow 
releases. For more information. 
contact Rich Bowers at (301) 

Can on Creek cwAr 
In the May/June Journal, 

AWA expressed concern over 
the number of preliminary hy- 
dro permits now existing on 
rivers and creeks in the South- 
west Washington State. In No- 
vember, AWA, Rivers Council 
of Washington and others inter- 
vened in yet another attempt to 
dam the headwaters -this 
time for a 7.5 megawatt project 
on Fly Creek, a tiny tributary of 
Canyon Creek. 

This preliminary permit is 
being sought by the original 
holder of the permit for Canyon 
Creek. The applicant may be 
seeking to eventually combine 
both permits into a single li- 
cense application. If you would 
like an update on this issue, or 
if you have information on Fly 
Creek's whitewater or fishing 
attributes, please contact 
Brooke Drury at Rivers Council 
of Washington (206) 283-4988. 

AWA Seeks Annual Releases 
on Maryland's Savage Riier 

In September, AWA filed a 
formal request with the Mary- 
land DNR for annual 
whitewater releases on the 
Savage River in Maryland. 
Requested were two weekends 
of scheduled and announced 
annual releases in June, with 
release flows for recreational 
boating between 600 and 800 
cfs. or above. For 1996, these 
weekends would be June 22- 
23rd, and June 29-30th. 

In addition, AWA has re- 
quested that the US Army 
Corps of Engineers better 
manage fall drawdowns and 
spring releases to provide ad- 
ditional whitewater recre- 
ation on the Savage, based on 
water availability. 
Whitewater recreation is a 
project purpose of the Savage 
River dam, but there have 

- 

been no scheduled or an- 
nounced releases since 1990. 

Finally, AWA requested 
that Maryland, along with the 
Corps and other Management 
Group members, prepare a 
comprehensive water budget 
analysis which would allow 
the Corps to manage the dam 
for all project purposes, in- 
cluding whitewater. AWA has 
offered to undertake this wa- 
ter budget if necessary. 

This request comes after 
two meetings of the Savage 
River Management Group, of 
which the AWA is a member. 
In the April 1995 meeting, 
AWA presented a draft copy of 
our request for releases to the 
Management Group. For more 
information. call Rich Bowers 

DON'T GET CAUGHT U P  
A CREEK WITHOUT IT 

When you're caught on the water University Medical Center and a 

with a medical emergency you Board Memher of the Wilderness 

can depend on Adventure Medical Society. His extensive 

Medical Kits. Adapting medical knowledge and techniques 

E.R. techniques to outdoor have revolutionized medical kits 

medicine is the unique specialty for kqakers, canoeists and other 

of Dr. Eric A. Weiss, the leading adventure sport enthusiasts. 

authority on  modem wilderness 
medicine. Dr. Weiss, an avid paddler, Adventure 
is the Associate Director of Trauma ~edicca1#7 Kits EO%,"%%2 
and Emergency Medicine at Stanford 

CALL 1-800-324-351 7 
FOR FREE CATALOG 
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aka forbidden boating 
These notes are designed to give an overview of access issues and 
AWA's efforts from around the country. Please call or write A WA's 
Access Program if you have information about access to whitewater 
rivers: 

Rich Hoffman 
1430 Fenwick Lane 
Silver Spring, MD 209 10 
(30 1) 589-9453 
(30 1) 589-6121 (fax) 
e.mai1: 76435.731@compuserve.com 

corn padre! 
-. 

by Rich Hoffman 

Top : Where it is more dangerous to scout: the Crux rapid on the 
Uncompahgre. Middle: Busted! Rich Hoffman and craig Anderson 
talk with County Police on the Uncompahgre. Bottom: Frustrated on 
the Uncompahgre.. . No Access. Photos by Sandy Springer 

ity granted by a Colorado boating statute. However, there are 
no signs indicating this river closure. 

Being new in town, and wanting to surf rather than make 
waves, we decide to drive downstream a bit and put 

h 
in just above the crux rapid. Unload boats. 

n - - L  -- " -1met and lifejacket. Peel 
mt of the eddy .... whew, 

this river is reallv 
kicking! A lot faster P than it looked from 

the road. Not very 
technical, but very con- 

tinuous. No eddies. 
Lots of blind twists and 

turns. Small sticky 
holes. And there, just 

ahead on river right is the 

We hadn't really planned to run the Uncompahgre River. 
Nor, to be honest, did I really even want to. We were just en 
route from the Numbers of the Arkansas to Durango, Colo- 

eddy above the crux rapid. 
Catch it high. Might be a 

good time to actually be 
serious about scouting. 

I Craig and I pull off 
our skirts and hoist our- 
selves up from the river. 
Uh-Oh. Two cops (county 
police this time) are walk- 
h g  agitatedly on the 

7 shoulder of the road. 
Again, we introduce our- 
selves and ask if we're do- 
ing something illegal. And 
we discover that this stretch 

rado and the Animas River. of river, too, is closed to 
But there it is, bloated from runoff and yellow from mine boating under state boating 

drainage, right alongside the highway! As easterners, we statutes. He cites 
were still getting accustomed to the hydrology of the I C.R.S. 33-10-111 as the 
Rockies. In the Appalachians, we need rain and dormant statute that allows local 
vegetation that won't soak it all up for our creeks. That authorities to close riv- 
usually dictates late fall, winter and early spring as creek ers that are deemed un- 
season. How could it be that on July 10 with tempera- safe. Again, there were no 
tures in the 90's that this stream was so high? signs along the river or at 

Just outside the town of Ouray, we pull off the road the put-in that announced 
beside a sign announcing the Uncompahgre National Forest. this closure. 
There, according to the excellent new guidebook to Colorado I can tell Craig is dejected, 
whitewater (Colorado Rivers and Creeks by Gordon Banks and a n d even I am a little disappointed 
Dave Eckardt) was the crux rapid of the run, described as a with being V forced off this trashy run. Al- 
"twisting, rock and timber studded drop." At the 2000 cfs the though it seems odd that the riskiest thing we've 
river is flowing, there are no longer any visible rocks or wood, done all day is to scout a rapid. After a final glance at the 
but the rapid is still pretty kinky. Class IV+. roaring Uncompahgre, we load our boats and drive off in search 

As we look the rapid over, I have the vile revelation that this of legal waters. 
is exactly the kind of run that appeals to my boating partner, Later this summer, a local boater from Mancos is cited and 
Craig Gunderson. Craig's favorite runs are short pieces of road- fined for boating this same stretch of river. After some phone 
side hair, preferably with some industrial wreckage thrown in. calls and research, I locate C.R.S. 33-13-111 and discover that the 
Nothing too long or scenic; nothing too far from the nearest bar. Uncompahgre river closure does notfit with the intention of the 
In New Hampshire, his favorite run flows over three broken statute. 
dams and past several actively discharging factories. It's a tes- C.R.S. 33-13-111 states that authorities have the right topro- 
tament to his perversion that to this day he claims that Massa- hibit "the operation of vessels ... when such operation constitutes 
chusetts harbors world class whitewater. or may constitute a hazard to human life or safety. " However, 

So we're off to the put-in which is right in the town of Ouray. the statute is specifi that "'vessel' shall not include white wa- 
We find a promising looking bridge just below the box canyon ter mnoes and kayaks. " 
and get ready to put on. Just as we're shouldering our boats, I In addition, Regulation #217of the state boating code states 
catch a police car out of the corner of my eye. We turn around that for a use restriction, offiers need to "prominentlypost signs 
to find a city policeman monitoring our behavior from the front at all commonly used boating andfloating access sites along the 
seat of the car. Thinking that he may be concerned about our closed section." 
welfare, I introduce myself and ask him if we're doing anything AWA is currently working with local boaters and authorities 
wrong. "If you get on that river, I'm going to arrest you," he to straighten out this matter. Pleasegive us a call ifyou would 
says. After a brief discussion, we find out that the city of Ouray like a copy of any of the documents referenced above. I wish I had 
has "closed" the river to all floating in the town, under author- had a copy on the Uncompahgre! 
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............... 
Boating in Yellowstone has been 

banned since 1950, a decision made 
to protect fisheries from anglers in 

boats. This decision was reaffirmed 
in 1986 by a Park Service study that 
attempted to gauge the impacts that 
whitewater boating may have on the 

Park. 
AWA's basic position on this is- 

sue is that boaters have not been 
given equitable treatment among 
other activities in the Park. For ex- 

ample, hiking, fishing, horseback 
riding or cross country skiing in the 
Park-all uses which bring people 

into the backcountry-are allowed in 
Yellowstone. While there are limita- 

tions and rules for these uses, none 

are banned outright. 
In addition, the Park allows many 

forms of motorized uses which have 
much greater impact on the 

Yellowstone ecosystem than 
whitewater boating. For example, the 
Park is swarmed by snowmobiles in 

the winter, an activity that the Park 
spends millions of dollars in manag- 

ing. Motorboat use on Yellowstone 
Lake is also extremely popular. Not 
to mention the hundreds of thou- 

sands of automobiles and RV's on 
Yellowstone's paved roads. 

In light of the already high level I: 

human activity in Yellowstone, Park 
Service management staff has state6 
that they are more inclined to cut 

back on use, rather than to introduct 
a new activity such as whitewater 
boating. However, the A WA believes 
that limitations on use should be 
shared among all non-consumptive, 
low impact activities, rather than 
have a complete exclusion of a par- 
ticular activity - in this case, 

whitewater boating. 
Yellowstone National Park is our 

premier park, dedicated "for the Ben 
efit and Enjoyment of the People." 
We believe that allowing whitewater 
boating at selected areas during se- 
lected times is compatible with the 

sustainable management of the Park 

s f e a t u r e d i n o ~ r s e ~ t /  NAME OF RIVER SEGMENT: 
Oct issue, we are ac A ively soliciting corn- Description: access How can whitewater 

rmnts from boaters regarding points, length, difficulty, spe- boating be managed i n  a n  
boating in Yellowstone. Our cial features (ex: the Firehole efficient and cost-effective 
goal is to have whitewater River has fragile, prehistoric manner? What rules or regu- 
boating treated equally with geothermal features). lations would protect the re- 
other uses of this National Is this stretch appropri- source while being fair to 
Park. To accomplish whitewater boaters? Would a 
this, AWA is seeking to 
open a cross-section of so, how should it be set up? 
streams in If rescue is  necessary, 
Yellowstone that are how should it be 
suitable for set up? Should boat- 
whitewater recre- ers be required to 
ation, ranging from have insurance or to 
backcountry to post bonds, or should 
roadside, and from the Park Service bear 
Class I1 to Class the cost of rescue, a ser- v. 

We hope to 
submit a pro- 
posal to Super- would be responses to spe- 
intendent Finley be- cific concerns from Park 
fore the Christmas Holidays. 
In order to develop a well- what will be the impacts 

from whitewater boating to 
a systematic accounting of the consequences of whitewater backcountry wilderness, such 
different river segments in the boating on this stretch? What as wildlife and riparian areas; 
Park and related i ~ ~ u e s  that time of year should the seg- how will the Park Service ef- 
are of interest to boaters. ments of the river be open fectively manage whitewater 
Here are a series of questions (taking into account water boating; in particular, how 
to guide Your response. levels, wildlife, etc.)? Would can they distinguish between 
respond to the following ques- overnight camping be appro- commercial vs. private use. 
tions in your own words. priate for this stretch, or Send your responses to the 

should boating be limited to AWA Conservation and Ac- 
Both Photos above: Yellowstone day cess Office. 
R~ver,  Black Canyon, 
by  Guy Erb 
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I Presents 

Alpine Canyon of the Snake, WY 
AWA submitted comments in September to the U.S. Forest 

Service's plans for the management of the Snake River by Jack- 
son Hole, Wyoming. The 8 mile, Class I11 Alpine Canyon is an 
extremely important resource for the local and regional boating 
community, the only Class I11 whitewater within a five hour 
drive of Salt Lake City after the spring run-off. The laissesz- 
faire management of the Snake has traditionally allowed boat- 
ers to be flexible and to plan trips there spontaneously. 

The critical issue is the amount and type (i.e. commercial vs. 
non-commercial) of users that should be allowed to float 
through the canyon during the peak season (July-Sept.) and 
how best to manage this use. The USFS preferred alternative is 
to limit use to 160 commercial boats per day (weekend and 
weekday), and to limit private boats to 100 boats per day during 
the week and 340 boats per day on the weekend. The Forest Ser- 
vice plans to do this via a river ticket system which will specify 
a time to put on. 

AWA submitted comments in September and made the fol- 
lowing points: 

Private boaters should not be regulated as stringently as 
commercial boaters because we make up a much smaller per- 
centage of use. Commercial use accounts for 65% of the boats 
that float through Alpine Canyon and 75% of the people, total- 
ing 120,000 user days in comparison to 30,000 non-commercial 
user days. 

The Forest Service should count boats and not heads in set- 
ting quotas. Counting boats allows commercial raft customers 
to have better access to a public resource than private boaters. 
For example, considering that commercial rafts can carry as 
many as 10 or 12 people, on a weekend in July and August, there 
can be approximately only 340 private boaters (340 boats x 1 per- 
son/boat) on the river while there can be up to 1600 commercial 
raft customers (160 boats x 10 people/boat). 

AWA supports experimenting with new allocation schemes 
that will better balance between commercial and non-commer- 
cial use. To our knowledge, alternative permitting systems 
have never been fully tested, whereas the fixed allocation sys- 
tem has produced unfair results on many rivers (e.g. Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado River, Middle Fork of the Salmon, 
Rogue, Sellway). 

If you would like a copy of AWA's comments, please call or 
write to our Conservation and Access Office. To comment on 
the Forest Service plan, send your comments to: 

Ms. Linda Merigliano 
Jackson Ranger District 
P.O. Box 1689 
Jackson, WY 83001 

Salt River, Arizona 
AWA is currently working on submitting comments to the 

Forest Service regarding permits to the Salt River in Arizona. 
If you have any information or comments, please contact our 
Conservation and Access Office. 

Navigability in Colorado 
AWA is starting a project to clarify and strengthen the right 

of downstream passage on Colorado's rivers and streams. Pos- 
sible options include helping to affirm a 1983 opinion by the At- 
torney General about what constitutes a trespass, and helping 
to defend boaters who are charged with trespassing for floating 
on streams that flow through private property. Please see our 
upcoming Jan/Feb '96 issue for a feature story on this effort. 

Whitewater Dancer I1 
Thisvideo hasit all! Underwater 
rolls, the 89 Worlds. Rodeos, 
Hot wave and hole surfing, Class 
V wipeouts, Tunes by World 
Famous Fiddle Master Papa 
John Creech! HI-FI stereo 55 Min. 

How to Organize a Successful RiverlOutdoor Cleanup 
Entertaining and informative. Of special interest to clubs. Get 
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min. 

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90 
Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an 
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes. 
HI-FI stereo 43 Min. 

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and 
Big Sandy 
See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes. 
HI-FI stereo 43 Min. 

How to Modify a Sabre 
All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic 
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous 
tunes. HI-FI stereo 49 Min. 

I To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order 
for $1 9.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to: 

SURF DOG PRODUCTI6NS 1 12 Freedom Drive. Collinsville. CT 06022. 203,693-8750 

RIVERS OFTHE WORLD 

full color images of rivers, 
rafting, and kayaking* 

The perfect g i f t  for your 
of fice-bound river lover. 
Just  11.95 plus shipping 

To Order Call: 
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Finale ..... GOOD NEWS 
from Inside the Behay!! 

Yes, its true. Don't believe all that depressing garbage 
you read in the newspapers and see on TV about Newt 
Gingrich and his orphanages. 

Don't even believe all the alarmist Chicken Little lies 

I An eight-laneinterstate highway you read in this column earlier in the year. 

i (knownas the %eltwayJ)encircles 
The smoke has finally cleared from around the Capi- 

tol. Now that Jerry Garcia's funeral, the OJ trial and the 
Gauley Festival are over, AWA's political pundits are 

the nation 'S capital like a monstrous free to check out events in Congress. 
Our experts have carefully scanned all pending legis- 

snake, separating the noxious lation. usinn state-of -the-art software provided bs  com- 
I : infernoofpolitics from therestof 

the nation. The populace peers in 
with anattitudeofbewildered 
dismay. Mean while, politicians, 
bureaucrats, T. V. newscasters, 
lobbyists, lawyers, thieves, 
reporters, muggers, government 
contractors, drugaddicts, andspies 
forma cacophonous Tower of 

Babel. At the center, gripping his 
newcontract with America like the 
SwordofGehghis Khan, Newt 
Gingrich, newlyenthronedspeaker 
of the House, announces a gradiose 
strategytotransforrntheplanet. 
Undetrred by this horrific scene, 
alertwhitewaterboaters, trapped 
deep inside the beltway, carefully 
filterthe pandemonium to report on 
anything andeverything affecting 
whitewaterrivers. 

puter wizaris (aka nerds) in Silicon valley ~alifornia. 
The search used the most sophisticated technology 
known to man. Propeller heads looked through the en- 
tire database of recent Federal legislation to find any- 
thing and everything that directly impacts whitewater 
boating. 

The results are now in!! 
Search Result: Almost no recent Federal legislation 

directly attacks whitewater boaters, and a few boaters 
will benefit big time. 

According to the computer, only the Auburn Dam and 
the Animas La-Plata project are directly intended to de- 
stroy whitewater rivers. These million dollar boon- 
doggles are economic and recreational catastrophes, but 
no other pending bills actually target whitewater for 
comolete and total obliteration. 

Here are the computer's findings in a nutshell: If you 
are NOT pregnant, a black, Hispanic, or other minority 
individual, an illegal immigrant, tree hugging 
environmeddler, welfare mother or child of a welfare 
mother, a resident of Appalachia, a present or possibly 
future Medicaid recipient or Medicare recipient or a 
relative thereof, a health care provider, an endangered 
species, a Federal employee or former federal employee, 
a user of electric power in the southeast, west or south- 
west, a college student or parent of any of the foregoing, 
an elderly, sick, or disabled individual, a scientist in a 
Federally supported lab, a retired person or a relative 
thereof, an employed taxpayer with earned income or 
the spouse thereof, a user of national forest lands or Bu- 
reau of Land Management lands, or a person who boats 
in National Parks ...... you are IN THE CLEAR. 

No worries mate!!! None of the recent Federal legisla- 
tive changes will screw you. They will all screw someone 
else (i.e. those named above). 

And if-in your non-boating life--you are into rais- 
' 
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G o o d  N e w s  f r o m  I n s i d e  t h e  B e l t w a y  ................................................................. 
ing minks, mining for gold, cutting timber, grazing cattle on 
Federal lands, running a ski resort in a national forest, building 
prisons, B2- bombers, or Sea Wolf submarines, dumping hazard- 
ous waste or insuring hazardous waste dumpers, you could 
very well be in FAT CITY. 

After all the fear and loathing, this should come as one Hell 
of a relief to us all. 

If you want the gory details of how all the recent activity in- 
side the beltway might affect your boating opportunities, read 
on. If not-stop now and have a beer!! The Gory Details: 

MINK FARMING 
Mink farmers are the big winners. AWA's computer geeks 

found that several Utah boaters are also mink farmers. The 
mink raising boaters are in the pink, so to speak. Congress 
voted to continue their $2,000,000 Federal subsidies for another 
year at least. That's $133,000 to $200,000 per mink farmer. 
$200,000 will buy a lot of Jim Snyder paddles. 

Bottom line: a plus for Utah boaters engaged in mink farm- 
ing. 

PUBLIC LAND GIVEAWAYS 
House and Senate bills are both pending to transfer Bureau 

of Land Management lands, and in some cases national forest 
and national park lands, to the States. For free! States are ex- 
pected to sell these lands to the highest bidder and turn a tidy 
profit. 

BLM Lands 
Companion bills introduced by Senator Craig Thomas (R- 

Wyo) in the Senate (S.1031) and by Congressman Jim Hansen in 
the House (H.R. 2032) would allow any State to take over owner- 
ship of all BLM lands within the State's boundaries, and then 
sell them off to the highest bidder. Neither bill contains provi- 
sions to protect existing public rights of access to rivers or 
other recreational resources. 

National Park Lands 
South Dakota Governor, William Janklow (R), has asked In- 

terior Secretary, Bruce Babbit, to transfer four national parks, 
including Mount Rushmore and the Badlands, to him free of 
charge immediately. Evidently, Janklow has an offer from 
Michael Eisner (President of Disney) to buy all four parks as 
soon as South Dakota gets title from the National Park Service. 
Yet another national park bill would call for a review of the na- 
tional parks to determine which ones should be closed and 
eliminated from the system. Apparently some western parks 
have become infested with wolves, bears, and mountain lions- 
all of which pose a threat to domestic pets brought into the 
parks by tourists. The only way to protect these pets is too close 
down the parks. Sale of these units to the highest bidder will 
also help reduce the deficit. Its a two for one deal! 

Bottom line: The give away of BLM, National Forest, and 
Park Service Lands could result in some public land becoming 
private and closed to the public. 

DAM SALES 
Both House and Senate budget "reconciliation" bills (budget 

bills) contain provisions to make some dough for the Federal 
Treasury by selling off Federal dams. 

This is to pay for "tax breaks for the rich" according to Bill 
and Hillary or to reduce the deficit according to Newt. All Corps 
of Engineers Dams in the Southeast that produce electric power 
are covered. Some versions also sell off all the Bureau of Recla- 
mation Dams and Corps dams in the southwest and west, in- 
cluding Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado. If these dams get 

into private hands, no telling what will happen to the 
whitewater releases downstream. 

Bottom line: a question mark for boaters because the sales 
could cause the loss of whitewater at some dams. 

PARK FEES 
All the fiscal 1996 budget and appropriation bills contain 

language designed to increase entrance fees in national parks. 
Some also apply to national forest areas as well. 

According to House Resources subcommittee Chairman, 
Jim Hansen (R-Utah) "we are subsidizing recreation users" to 
the tune of $1 billion per year. Recreation users now pay only 
10% of what it costs federal agencies to administer outdoor pro- 
grams. It's a "sweetheart deal" said Hansen. 

Hansen wants to up the visitor fees to at least 75% of the 
cost of running the parks. The Park Service says this would 
cause national park entrance fees to triple. (Republicans and 
Democrats differ on the math of course.) 

Meanwhile, a deal is in the works to give "a wider range of 
options" to raft companies and other businesses with conces- 
sion contracts in the national parks. Three bills are now under 
consideration: S.104, H.R. 773, and H.R.2028. These bills are all 
part of an effort to "reform" the federal concessions policy. The 
object is to make sure that no existing businesses operating on 
federal lands will have to compete with another business to 
maintain their monopoly. H.R. 2028 would help concession- 
holders out even more by allowing them to take over ownership 
of the public lands they use. 

Bottom line: A minus for boaters. Fees to get into parks and 
forests are going up ...p robably a lot. This could make camping, 
and some river access areas, very very expensive. Concession- 
aires may ending up owning various national park and forest 
areas and charging even more or excluding private boaters al- 
together. 

WATER POLLUTION 
Massive changes in the Clean Water Act are in progress in 

both the House and Senate. The House has already passed a bill 
(H.R. 961) to repeal Clean Water Act storm water provisions 
(the ones that keep dog doo doo out of the river) and to cut out 
funding for State water treatment facilities. 

Bottom line: a minus for boaters because pollution in the 
rivers could cause ear infections. 

CUTS IN RIVER ACCESS M O N N  
Appropriations bills now pending before Congress elimi- 

nate funding to States to acquire recreational access sites, in- 
cluding river access. The same bills terminate funding for fed- 
eral agencies to buy any lands other than emergency acquisi- 
tions. The total cutback in land acquisition moneys is 78% 
(from $235 million to $51 million). 

This means that no money will be available for buying criti- 
cal river access lands, like the put in on the Numbers section of 
the Arkansas, or the put in for the White Salmon in Washing- 
ton. 

Bottom line: a minus for boaters because the federal agen- 
cies will have no money to buy river access lands that owners 
are anxious to sell. 

M O N N  FOR MORE COPS 
The Senate and House have both been on the warpath 

against Clinton's proposal to give money to cities to increase 
police on the beat. If this money is cut, more boats are going to 
get stolen, and there wont be any cops to get them back. 

Bottom line: A minus for boaters. Congressional efforts to 
cut the cops could result in more boat theft. 
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Complete your whitewater library with an AWA publication 

AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory 
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk ($2.90 postage) 

*Revised listing of every whitewater river 
nationwide 

*River maps for all U.S. rivers 
*Includes mileage, access points, ratings 
The Rivers of Chile 

By Lars Holbek, $5 ($1 postage) 
*A guide to more than 20 Chilean rivers 

Rivers at Risk-The Concerned Citizens 
Guide to Hydropower 

By John D. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard 
Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95&aper $1 7.95 ($2.90 
postage) 

*A study of whitewater's most serious threat 
AWA Safety Codes 

1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.I5 
*The original criteria of boating safety 

Send payment to A WA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 

AWA T-shirts available in M,L,XL unless noted (postage $3.00 up to 2 shirts) 
m 

W The Wilder the Better: $10 SS; $12.50 LS 

W Super Heavy, Super Sized T-shirts (M,L,XL).. New Logo, SS only, Grape or Forest $15 

AWA Riv : $1 1 

AWA ~ic:L","ke :,,";.":",'5!iostage $1, 
m AWA Embroidered Patches: $2 

AWA Waterproof Decals: $.50 

Rodeo World Championship Posters $6 (postage $2) 
m W CANEY FORK POSTER : $7.00 (postage $2.00) w 

AWA MOUSE PADS :$7.00 (postage $1.00) cr 
I w AWA FRISBEES : $4.00 (postage $1.00) PUSTACE 
C)> 
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How equipped is  your kayak? 
Bow buoyancy. It keeps you from diving Bow buoyancy is a function of both volume 

deeply at the bottom of steep drops. Enables and shape. Dagger designers pay a lot of 
your boat to resurface more quickly. Gives attention to issues like bow buoyancy. A 
you time to adjust for the next crucial move. cruising boat needs a lot. A rodeo boat needs 
Helps you ride over the top of that big hole. less. Extensive computer modeling and on- 

the-water testing help us determine the 
optimum amount of bow buoyancy for each 
of our models. Want to know more? Our 
catalog is free, our new video is $5. 

= F = L B B ~ ~  : 3x: :: : r m  
I H U U V H r r  -u- 

P.O. Box 1500 
Harriman,TN 37748 
61 5-882-0404 
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Through a carefully con- 
trolled scientific experi- 
ment. 

Last July, I posted a 
survey on the Internet in 
the newsgroup 
"rec.boats.paddle", popu- 
lated by whitewater types 
who are also computer 
junkies. 

The survey question 
was as follows: 

"AWA BIG LIE SUR- 
VEY. It has been asserted 
that whitewater boaters 
and raft guides are big li- 
ars. This may be true or it 
may be a big lie. To make a 
prove or disprove this as- 
sertion, I am looking for 
the biggest lies frequently 
told by individuals in these 
groups. Please send me 
your biggest lies." 

Now, after several 
months of sorting through 
lies, the complete survey 
results are in. And they are 
astonishing! 

Based on personal ex- 
perience, I expected that 
most boater lies would be 
used on wives, husbands, 
or other live-in compan- 
ions. 

The survey results 
stunned me! Boaters are ly- 
ing to just about everyone, 
but most lies are actually 
used on boating partners. Thirty-two (32) 
superior lies are available for use on 
boating partners and only six (6) not very 
believable ones are available for use on 
wives, husbands, or other live-in compan- 
ions. 

Seven (7) generic lies are available to 
boaters to be used against virtually any- 
one who will listen. Many readers will be 
disappointed, however, to learn that only 
four (4) lies are available for use against 
good looking women (or men, in the case 
of women boaters) met on the river. And 
most of these will only work for raft 
guides. Statistically, this says a lot .... I 
think. 

1. There is no such word as 
"shuttle bunny". Idon't 
know where you heard that 
term, sweetheart. 
2.Ipromise I'll never call 
you a shuttle bunny. 
3.Sweetheart. Iswear I will 
be home in time for dinner. 
4.My new boat is PERFECT. 
111 be happy with it forever. 
5.Dear, there are a LOT of 
things for you to do in the 
area while I'm paddling. 
6.Of course I have to go; I'm 
the only one who knows the 

LIES 
FREQUENTLY 
TOLD TO 
BOATING 
PARTNERS 
l.It 's only class III; you can 
do it- no problem. 
2.Don1t worry, the take out 
is easy! 
3.Don't worry I know the 
route. 
4.1 meant to do that!!! 
5.1 have a bombproof roll. 
6.No. Nothing is left in the 
car. It's all in the boat. I 
checked. 
7.Don9t worry, that hole 
won't hold you. 

8.You can portage all the big drops. 
9.Just follow me and you'll befine. 
10.20 miles, only one portage, a couple Vs, 

we'll be done before dark &hours MAX 
11 .Just follow me, its clean down below 

this drop. 
12.[Iflistener hasn't paddled this one]:It 's 

huge, solid class V. pf listener has 
paddled this one]: There's nothing 
harder than III on it. 

13.Use these lies in this order. Move to the 
next lie when suspicions are aroused. 

We're about half-way.About 2 more miles. 
The takeout should be around the next 
bend. 

14.This is the best boat you can buy. 
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15.Ipaddled with [Nolan Whitesell][Rob 
LesserIlJohn Reganlon that. 

16.This is my last surf. Iswear. 
17. The weather's supposed to be perfect. 
18.1 was not hiding in the woods at theput 

in waiting for you to run the shuttle! 
19.Ididn1t hit a single rock. 
20.I've run that. 
21.I've run that higher. 
22. We can park here. 
23.1 never swim. 
24.Icould surf this hole in my other boat. 
25.Icould drive this shuttle in my other 

car. 
26.Piece of c a h  ... I've never tipped run- 

ning this one. 
27.It's alljiktwater from here. 
28.Everything washes out above 5 feet. 
29.1 know EXACTLY where I am. The map 

is obviously wrong and the compass is 
o ?  

3O.This is the put in. 
31.This is the take out. 

LIES FREQUENTLY TOLD 
TO SHUTTLE DRIVERS 
1.There is no such word as "shuttle 

bunny". Idon't know where you heard 
that term, sweetheart. 

2.Don't worry, my rack will hold. 
3.DonJt worry, shoe goo can patch that 

right up. 
4.It's a quick shuttle. 
5.Igave YOU the keys! 
6.You won't need a front or rear tie down 

on this car. Those boats aren't going any- 
where. 

LIES TOLD BY MEN TO 
WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN 
TO MEN, MET ON THE 
RIVER 
l.I have never slept with any of the custom- 

ers. You are theflrst. (raft guide lie) 
2.You are the best.(raft guide lie) 
3. I had a vasectomy/tubal. 
4. Nobody has ever gotten pregnant doing 

it in a [canoe][raft]. 

LIES FREQUENTLY TOLD 
TO RESCUERS 
1.That wasn't a swim! My boat wasgetting 

a lot of junk in it, and it needed to be 
washed out! 

2.Igot sucked out of my boat. 
3.1 could have rolled but I was afraid I 

would break my paddle. 
4.1 could havegotten that roll on my other 

side. 
5.My spray deckgot blown off. 
6.1 swam cause I was getting hot. 
7.1 was in control all the way through that. 
8.It was all the fault of my bow-paddler, 

he's very new at this. 
9.1'11 give you a beer next time. 

LIES BOATERS TELL TO 
ANYONE WHO WILL 
LISTEN 
l.I have run that at a different level. 
2.The wave was at least 15 feet high. 
3.1 used to run class VI all the time, but 

I've mellowed in my old age. 
4.1 had a 10 second mystery move. 
5.My polypro doesn't stink. 
6.She surfed that hole for at least 20 min- 

utes before getting washed out. 
7.1 ran exactly the line Iplanned. 

No doubt about it. Boaters are liars in 
the same league with used car dealers, 
statisticians, and fishermen. Maybe AWA 
should give a Frequent Liar Award? 

Even this magazine is filled with lies. 
All the best whitewater stories are total 
lies. That's why so many boaters love 
American Whitewater. 

So why DO boaters lie so much? This 
is a complex question. The survey does 
not answer this very important question, 
so we can only speculate. 

Someone, Billy Graham, I think, or 
was it Jackson Browne, once said "The 
truth will set you free". This is ridicu- 
lous. The  t ru th  i s  nothing but a 
straight jacket t o  the  imagination. A 
good whitewater lie is much more liber- 
ating than the facts, especially i f  you can 
get someone to believe you. 

Without lying, or at least exaggera- 
tion, the average whitewater experience 
would be dull indeed. I particularly hate 
to have m y  lies and exaggerations under- 
mined by finicky accuracy addicts. Here 
is how it often happens. I will be three 
beers into the story at the campsite, de- 
scribing a recent river adventure the way 
you would describe a baroque castle on a 
mountain top, with turrets, drawbridges, 
knights jousting on the lawn, and well- 
endowed wenches beckoning from the 
parapets. 

Then some acerbic individual will in- 
variably pipe up with "No. It wan't like 
that at all," and proceed to correct every 
small embellishment and remove every 
filigree emblazoned on the adventure. In 

the end m y  castle with jousting knights 
and comely maidens looks like a bunga- 
low in  East L.A. with hoodlums doing 
drive bys and welfare mothers lounging 
forlornly in front of TV soaps inside. 

This kind of  slavish insistence on 
truth and accuracy in the telling of  
whitewater tales is ruinous to our sport. 

Another important point: to be effec- 
tive, lies must not only be entertaining, 
they must be believed. 

So how do you get someone to believe 
your lies? 

There are two simple keys. Richard 
Nixon, one of  America's greatest liars, 
once said "It is important to be sincere ... 
even if you don't really mean it." In other 

words, you have to lie with a straight 
Face. That's the first key. Nixon once got 
on TV and lied to the nation about his 
dog, Checkers. He got so into the lie that 
he started crying and embellishing the 
story even more. Everyone loved it. Of 
course, most people knew it was a despi- 
cable bald-faced lie, but they loved it any- 
way and tried really hard to believe it. 

Try this technique sometime when 
you are explaining to someone why you 
have decided not to run a certain class 
V+ rapid. Look very serious and don't 
smile when you say " I  would but [insert 
total lie]." 

The other key is to make the lie BIG. 
Politicians often use this trick. Hitler 
said that it is important to make your lies 
really BIG because the bigger the lie the 
more impossible it is for people not to be- 
lieve it. Since he pointed this out, all poli- 
ticians have favored the larger more bla- 
tant lies to small inconsequential fibs. 

Another question left unanswered by  
the AWA survey is: why are so many lies 
perpetrated by male boaters? 

No one really knows the answer to 
this fascinating question. I t  may be some 
kind of deep gender thing. Clearly women 
can lie when they need to. They lie about 
their age all the time, but otherwise they 
generally just don't seem to enjoy lying 
as much as men. Women boaters do very 
well with small-time gossip, which is of- 
ten a pack of  harmless lies, but very few 
women boaters seem to care for the big 
bald-faced type of lie that so many male 
boaters specialize in. 

BIG LIE COMPETITION 
ANNOUNCED 

To further promote the worthy cause 
of lying about whitewater, the AWA is 
now conducting a contest for the Best 
Whitewater Lies. Please submit your lies 
to AWA Lie Inspector, Pope Barrow, at 
136-13th St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003. 
The winning lies will be published right 
here in  American Whitewater in  all 
their resplendent glory. The lies can be 
one-liners or they can be shaggy dog lies 
which go on for pages- whatever works 
for you. 

Awards will be given for 
"Most Outrageous Lie", 
"Most Entertaining Lie", 
"Dumbest Lie", 
"Most Believable Lie", 
and "Most Unbelievable Lie". 
Professional liars, such as politicians, 

car salesmen, and lawyers, must enter 
the Professional Liar Category. 

Don't keep your lies to yourseK"! Let 
the world enjoy them!! 
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American superpaddler Chris Spelius 

I spearheads the fight to save Chile's 
1 Futaleufu River from a massive hydro- 

r electric project. 

tanding on the bank of 
what may be the finest 
whitewater river in the 
Andes, Mike Hipsher 

1 looks every bit the world class kayaker 
I that he is. Framed by a backdrop of 

rock, ice and sky, Hipsher begins his 
1 warm-up stretching routine, a series of 
I precise, gymnastic, movements that 
! flow as smoothly as the green water be- 

side him. 
I It is an impressive sight, espe- 
I cially to a local man who is making his 

- -  way across a wooden suspension 
bridge just downstream. Eyes fixed on 

Hipsher, the man is paying little attention to the pair of oxen he is leading across 
the bridge. They are enormous, yoked together and pulling a hefty load of timber. 
And they, too, are staring at the kayaker -though not in admiration. 

Suddenly, all hell breaks loose. 
The ox closest to Hipsher, frightened by the kayaker's strange movements, 

starts to retreat. In the process, he collides with his companion, sending one of 
&,Bp:VE;. that creature3 hindlegs off the bridge into midair. For a moment, everything 

hangs in the balance. The oxen snort and shuffle and pull against one another in 
01( .WE ,Da,nGE a deiperate attempt to regain their equilibrium. If they fail to do so, they will slip 

off the bridge, freefall sixty feet and flush into a rapid that doesn't end for more 
than a quarter mile. 

It will, in other words, be a disaster - not only for the oxen and the man lead- 
ing them but also for Hipsher and a small group of other kayakers, who are try- 
ing their best to convince the local population that whitewater boating is, indeed, 
a good thing for their community. 

This battle for hearts and minds has been going on for the past year or so, 
ever since a Chilean company declared its intention to dam the river - the Rio 
Futaleufu - and use its energy for hydropower. Doing so, company officials say, 
will help bring much-needed development to the Futaleufu region, an extremely 
rugged section of Northern Patagonia, where electric power lines were first in- 
stalled only a decade ago and horseback is still the main form of transportation. 
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But there will, of course, be a steep price to pay. Though details are sketchy, 
the dam could destroy a vast section of this river, a magnificent, high-volume 
plunge from the Andes to the Pacific. Lost forever would be an almost countless 
parade of rapids so thrilling that any one of them would be the highlight on an 
average river elsewhere. 

Several of these drops - and two in particular - are orders of magnitude more 
powerful than anything even strong kayakers typically run. But much of the 
Futaleufu is considerably more manageable, within the reach of mainstream SPE&#US IH 
boaters with solid rolls and bracing skills. Typical is the stretch just below the 
swinging bridge, where Hipsher frightened the oxen (they recovered, by the AC?I~# a# ?HE 
way). 

Thanks to its relatively moderate gradient, this section is fast but not over- F~.$A&EUFU 
whelming. Still. it is nothing to scoff at as anywhere from 9,000 to 20,000 cubic 
feet per second bf ~ n d e a n  snowmelt, depending on the time of year, crash over 
and around boulders, forming holes, pourovers and thick, jade-colored waves 
that collapse and reform like ocean swells. A quarter mile later the only respite 
is a bouncy eddy on river right, where paddlers catch their breath while peering 
downstream at more of the same. And so on. 

And all of this is framed by a setting so beautiful it seems like virtual reality. 
The mountains of the Futaleufu valley, though not as tall as other parts of the 
Andes, are extremely steep and rocky, often culminating in whimsical, multi- 
spired peaks - Gothic architecture on a continental scale. Further down-slope, 
closer to the river, are wide, grassy pitches where chestnut-colored horses feed 
in a timeless pastoral scene. Far overhead, condors glide by, black dots against a 
pale Patagonian sky. 
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No wonder this river is gaining a reputation as the continent's finest boating 
destination. Every season, a growing number of visitors make the 4,000 mile trip 
from the mainland United States. Some - especially those with a lot of time to 
spare - come on their own, arranging for themselves the complicated logistics 
needed to boat in Patagonia. Most, however, use guides - veteran American pad- 
dlers like Hipsher who either own or work for one of several companies that op- 
erate on the Futa, as they affectionately call it. 

Though few in number and limited in resources, these gringo river guides are 
now engaged in a desperate effort to save their whitewater utopia. Over the past 
year and a half, they have been orchestrating a slick, public relations campaign, 
bringing the plight of the Futaleufu to airwaves and printing presses throughout 
Chile and beyond. At the same time, they have started a fund-raising drive in the 
U.S. to pay for p.r. and legal work (see sidebar). 

For the most part, their efforts have been well-received by the local commu- 
nity, especially the region's many small-time ranchers and farmers, who could 
potentially lose their ancestral lands to the dam. Indeed, the farmers and ranch- 
ers have formed their own grass roots organization to fight the hydro project and 
view the boaters as allies in the struggle. 

Still, it is a somewhat tenuous alliance, this bonding of kayakers and 
campesinos and one that, like the oxen yoked together on the bridge, has the po- 
tential to fall suddenly out of balance, given the proper catalyst. 

For evidence, all you need to do is visit a place called Campo Tres Monjas - 
something I did for two weeks last February. This stunning 20 acre spread at the 
confluence of the Futaleufu and Rio Azul is the base camp of Expediciones Chile, 

an adventure kayaking company owned by noted 
American paddler Chris Spelius. Since he bought the 
land from a rancher several years ago, Spelius (nick- 
named "Spe") has been slowly building up Campo Tres 
Monjas each season. Now it is one of the finest facili- 
ties of its kind anywhere. 

On various afternoons from late December 
through March, clients can be found relaxing here af- 
ter a strenuous day on the river. Some retire to their 
tents, letting the sound of flowing water soothe them to 
sleep. Others lounge on a sandy beach by the river or 
steam themselves into Nirvana in a cedar sauna. Sev- 
eral sign up for hour-long sessions with Jaqui, a profes- 
sional masseuse Spelius has hired. All stuff themselves 
with a never-ending array of treats prepared by 
Ishmael, a Chilean cook. Even the outhouse here is 
pleasant, offering an unobstructed view of one of the 
most majestic peaks in Northern Patagonia. In short, 
the whole scene could easily be nicknamed Club Spe. 

Such obvious prosperity has not escaped local 
attention. Spelius recalls a recent radio call-in show, 
part of the media campaign to save the river. Though 
many of the callers were sympathetic towards the 
cause of conservation, one lady had a very direct chal- 

lenge. "You gringos," she said, "what do you do for us? You come here and get 
rich and leave with pockets full of money." 

In all likelihood, the caller was related to a merchant or laborer in the 
region's largest town (also called Futaleufu). Here, less than five kilometers from 
the Futa's aptly named Inferno Canyon, some 900 people live in and around a 
weathered plaza that has hardly changed since it was built in the 1920s. Those b m v ~ :  kd?#& who own the humble general stores or work as part-time laborers in the sporadic 

#kPJ#k@ 
construction business here view the dam as an economic savior. It is, therefore, 
no surprise they might resent the outsiders. 

Spelius understands their feelings and says he is making efforts to address mw them, such as trying to purchase more of his supplies locally and encouraging 

r t  VPNH 
his clients to visit town and buy handicrafts. Furthermore, Spelius points out, 
his operation, like most whitewater related businesses, has a slim profit margin 
and is by no means reaping "pockets full of money." 

Still, in a country where a whitewater kayak is worth four month's wages for 
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the average school teacher, the point is moot. American boaters, simply because 
of their passports, are naturally open to charges of elitism, hypocrisy and med- 
dling. In the final analysis, help from gringos, no matter how well-intentioned, 
will always be a double-edged sword. 

But it is a sword that must be wielded, Spelius and the other Americans be- 
lieve, because without it the river will almost certainly be lost. 

bBP:Ve$ To understand just how serious the situation is, one need only see seven let- 
ters - ENDESSA - the name of the company behind the dam project. A Santiago- 

r y m  c.118 based concern, ENDESSA is a juggernaut of an organization, the same company 
that is damming another well-known Chilean river, the Bio-Bio. With its close 
connections to Chile's financial, political and military elites, ENDESSA almost 
always nets what it wants. 

Lu#(-# QN' ,WE opposing this national power is another organization, the "Corporation for 
the Defense and Development of the Futaleufu" (CODDERFU). Though possessed 

.RFVE@ . .  . of an impressive-sounding acronym, the group is hardly a force to be reckoned 
with; most of its members are those same farmers and ranchers threatened by the 
dam. Few have ever even been to Santiago, some 700 miles - and another century - 
to the north. 

Indeed, the locals are so overmatched in this struggle that they didn't realize 
they were in jeopardy until it was almost too late. They only found out about the 
project because ENDESSA, as required by Chilean law, had to announce its inten- 
tions in a regional newspaper. By this time, however, the company was a mere 15 
days away from acquiring water rights to the river. 

When the farmers and ranchers learned what was up, they mobilized as best 

American Whitewater November I December 1995 



they could, sending men on horseback up and down the Futaleufu valley, like 
Chilean Paul Reveres, to warn that ENDESSA was coming. That evening, they 
held their first meeting in a local school house. 

"It was like something out of a movie," Spelius says, recalling how someone 
passed a cowboy hat around the room to raise funds for the battle against one of 
the country's most powerful forces. 

This was a David versus Goliath struggle from the outset. 
But the gringo boaters are a wildcard. With their experience from anti-dam 

struggles elsewhere, they hope to balance the odds. 
It's early in the morning on February 24. For the first time in a week, the sun 

rises in a completely cloudless sky. The effect is mesmerizing as it gives us an un- 
obstructed view of the mountains that surround us, with their dark rocks, pock- 
ets of snow and fancifully sculpted ridgelines. 

Looking around the Expediciones Chile van that morning as we bounce along 
a gravel road, our boats piled on a massive roof rack above us, I can't be sure just 
what my fellow passengers are thinking. But whatever it is, it must be serious. 
Everyone, it seems, has his or her game face on. Today we will descend Inferno 
Canyon, an extremely constricted gorge where the Futa displays frightening 
power. 

First, though, we make a quick pit stop in town for postcards, sweaters and 
other items -part of the Spelius program to win hearts and minds. There, in the 
classically Andean central plaza, we are confronted with an incongruous site - a 
thoroughly modern, professional video crew, draped with the latest high fidelity 
equipment. And the weirdest part is that they are filming us. 

As the crowning achievement to date of his P.R. campaign, Spelius has man- 
aged to get the attention of a none other than Sergio Nuno, revered in his country m;l~,Q W,i' as "the Jacques Cousteau of Chile." Nuno's television show, La Tierra En Que 
Vivimos (the World in which We Live), is one of the most popular broadcasts in 
the nation, almost - though not quite - on a par with futbol. As such, it could do &:EW IGbW 
more to advance the cause of preserving the Futa than articles in any 1,000 North 
American magazines. PREP$RC#,G FBll 

For the next several days, the film crew will be our intermittent - and some- 
times surprise - companions. Their goal: to familiarize Chileans with the Rio bdy ON ?ME 
Futaleufu, including the controversy over the dam. Also, one of the cameramen 
says only half-jokingly, they wish to document "la vida secreta de 10s gringos." FW?~&EUFU 
That means impromptu shots of all sorts: gringos kayaking, gringos eating lunch, 
gringos lounging in the sand like pasty, self-satisfied lizards and luxuriating in 
the camp's wood-heated outdoor shower, set amid moss- 
coveredboulders and trees. 

About the only place the cameras do not go is into 
steep-walled Inferno Canyon. Here, the only reasonable ac- 
cess is by boat, preferably one piloted by a very experi- 
enced paddler. Ken Kastorf, one of Expediciones Chile's 
top guides, has led perhaps a dozen groups down this in- 
tense mile and half watercourse. "And every time," he 
says, "my pucker factor has been off the chart." 

The problem is not so much the rapids themselves, 
though they are wave-strewn, whited-out affairs that 
bounce off the canyon walls and surge with dangerous 
unpredictability. No, the biggest danger is simply their 
continuity, a series of six drops stacked on top of each 
other with little slack water between. Studding both banks 
are horrendous eddy lines that can backender - or even 
mystery move - a full-sized kayak for no apparent reason. 
A swimmer here faces the very real chance of flush drown- 
ing. 

And, of course, the most technically difficult drop 
comes first. 

Known as Inferno Rapid, it is essentially a chaotic 
ramp that culminates in an exploding wave train. You ei- 
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ther break through the waves at just the right moment, or risk getting caught in a 
typewriter carriage return ride towards a clfl. The little bell rings when you 
slam the wall. 

Luckily, no one in our group does slam. Nor do we have any trouble later that 
day with the Zeta, a convoluted mess of a rapid where the entire river narrows 
down to the width of a two-lane road (all the customers walk except for one, An- 
thony Kahn, an exceptionally strong paddler from far Northern California). Fur- 
ther downstream at the Throne Room, the Futa's biggest rapid, Kahn remembers 
how things went for him at the Zeta -let's just say he was a tiny bit off line - and 
portages with the rest of us. 
, That night back at Campo Tres Monjas, the mood is one of elation. Over 

empanadas, fresh guacamole and Chilean wine, the talk alternates between tales 
of whitewater glory and the best strategy to save the river. 

The first step is to simply "educate people about the resource down here," Spe 
says. Currently, only a few thousand of the country's 14 million people have ever 
heard of the Futaleufu, according to Victor Gonzalez, one of the cameramen who 

works for the so-called Jacques Cousteau of 
I- - --- --- r. Perhaps if more were aware of the 

river's beauty they would join the campaign 
to protect it. 

Then again, perhaps not. The environ- 
mental movement in Chile, though growing, 

6 is not nearly as developed as it isinthe 
First World. 4 far more pressing issue on 
most people'slminds is the countw's eco- 
nomic development. Indeed, chilean Presi- 
dent Eduardo Frei was recently quoted as 
saying "El progress0 viene primero, la 
ecologia despues" (Promess comes first, 
ecology afterwards). clearly, some other ar- 
gument will be needed. 

One idea is to point out that NOT build- 
ing the dam could be good business. Spelius 
does so whenever possible, encouraging his 
clients to buy local goods and directing pri- 
vate boaters who visit the area to one of sev- 
eral campgrounds that have sprung up re- 

cently. "Tell them more kayakers are on the way," he says. In his heart, however, 
Spe knows that kayakers alone - especially private ones - will never save the 
river. Most of them, he admits, "are dirtbag poor" and will try to visit the region 
"the cheapest way possible, avoiding any way possible of spending money." 

Other eco-tourists might be more free-spending. Rafting on the Grand Canyon, 
for example, generates 22 million dollars a year for Arizona, Spelius points out. 

&#jQ:v~$ Ken Kastorf sees fishing, horseback packing and mountaineering as complimen- 
tary activities to prime the local economy. "This place has the potential to be- 

LacA&. mA(m come the Telluride of Chile," he says. 
But Telluride was not built overnight. "The cowboys around here are great 

m@~d .~FA(EF . ,  . ,  . horsemen," Kastorf says, "but that's a different thing entirely from running a 
horsepacking trip for tourists. Someone would have to work with them and show 
them how." 

More problematic still is simple economics. Rafting, fishing and horsepacking 
may have the potential to benefit the local economy of Futaleufu, but a massive 
dam is a project of national scope, one that proponents claim would advance the 
entire Chilean economy. The power generated could be sold for tremendous profit 
to nearby Argentina or, perhaps, used to drive a rumored, but as yet unbuilt, alu- 
minum smelting plant to the south. Even the most thriving eco-tourist industry 
pales in comparison to such fiscal clout. 

Faced with this harsh reality, those who would save the river must come up 
with an entirely new strategy, something that defies the irrevocable logic of num- 
bers. 

They think they just might have found it. 
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A hundred years ago, the Futaleufu region was a true frontier, a place where 
the native Mapuche tribe still fought bitterly against western colonization. It was 
only in the 1920s that the first white settlers established a permanent presence 
here. These people were offered free land by the Chilean government if they 
would relocate to the Patagonian wilds and raise families. 

The goal was to populate the area with Chileans, thereby fending off any po- 
tential claim from nearby Argentina, Chile's geopolitical rival. Today, the descen- 
dants of these settlers are known as the "Hijos de Colon" (Sons of Columbus) and 
are viewed with great respect by urban Chileans, according to Ruben Torres, a 
public relations person who has been hired by the river guides. 

Torres, whose father used to be a policeman in the Futaleufu area, says that 
this story - proud, self-sufficient locals versus a huge, bullying power company - is 
a tale that could win hearts and minds throughout Chile. It is this version of 
events that he hopes to promote. 

In order to do so, however, he will obviously need backing from the Hijos de 
Colon. Without them, there is no viable opposition to the dam. 

For the time being, the locals seem reasonably united. Spelius estimates that 
some "60 to 70 percent" of them are vehemently opposed to the dam. This figure, 
however, is down from nearly 100 percent opposition when the plan was first an- 
nounced last year. The reason? "People are starting to dream about the work." 

A visit to town seems to coflirm Spe's version of events. "I'm in favor of the 
dam," says one woman who owns a ramshackle little store selling cheaply made 

drv goods. "It would bring iobs. We'd 
alibi able to raise our st&-dard of liv- 
ing." Several others, including a baker, 
a laborer and a telephone operator, ex- 
press similar views. 

But just as many agree with 
Gladys Pinilla, a CODDERFU sup- 
porter who runs a more upscale store, 
selling sweaters, hats and other items 
to tourists, most from nearby Argen- 

- 
"We should make a video of the 

bloody mess they've made up there," 
Kastorf says, "and show it all around. 
We have to be as vivid and as graphic 
as possible because ENDESSA's gonna 

come in here and promise anything it takes." 
Already there is evidence that ENDESSA is fighting a successful propaganda 

campaign of its own. For starters, the company has not yet released solid informa- 
tion about how large the dam will be nor how many farmers and ranchers will be 
displaced by it. Futaleufu's mayor (and president of CODDERFU), Belarmino 
Vera Vera, estimates the number at more than 100. 

Spelius fears the company may decide to build a dam that would de-water - 

tina. "There would be work for a little 
while, during construction itself," she 
agrees, "but afterwards the jobs would 

. disappear and we'd be left without our 
Imagnificent river. The town as we 
know it would die. It would become 

That name, Trevelin, could be- 
come a touchstone in the effort to 
maintain a united, anti-dam front. It is 

I a village in Argentina, a once-thriving 
place that has been transformed into a 
dusty ghost town by the only dam on 
the Rio Futaleufu. Before that dam was 
built, the people of Trevelin, like those 
of Futaleufu, were told how beneficial 
the ~roiect would be. 
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rather than flood - the valley, which 
would pose less of a problem for the 
farmers, thereby splitting the 
kayaker-campesino axis. Or, 
ENDESSA might simply offer the lo- 
cals cold, hard cash for their land. 

"But they won't take (the 
money)," the kayaker confidently 
predicts, "these people are proud." 

If the community does resist 
ENDESSA's offers, the company 
could always fall back on an old ploy 
- stirring up Anti-gringo sentiment, 
a strategy that worked well in 
ENDESSA's successful damming of 
the Bio Bio. 

The prospect of such an us ver- 
sus them campaign is, perhaps, part 
of the reason a slightly paranoid 
state sometimes seems to overtake 
the small community of boaters 
here. Phil DeRiemer, another world 
class kayaker who sometimes guides 
for Spelius, recalls how last year the 
paddlers were freaked out by a heli- 
copter that appeared out of nowhere 
and hovered for a long while above 
the river. Some thought the chopper 
was from ENDESSA, perhaps part of 
a strike force to perpetrate some un- 
specified evil deed. It turned out that 
it actually belonged to Sergio Nuno. 

Another story making the rounds 
says that one of the leading Futa- 
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based river outfitters had his life 
threatened by ENDESSA. Whether 
there's even an ounce of truth to the 
story is anyone's guess. 

In spite of such pressure - real or 
imagined - the boaters at Campo Tres 
Monjas show no evidence of backing 
down, not as long as their Chilean 
neighbors stand with them. "It's a 
moral obligation," Spelius says. "For 
us to enjoy the Grand Canyon or the 
Cal Salmon or even the Chatooga 
River, someone had to put in a lot of 
time and effort. It's our time to do 
that now." 

Editor's Note: Class V kayaker 
Howard Davidson gave up profes- 
sional journalism to attend medical 
school at the Universiy of Pittsburgh. 

( We're Setting the Standards 
for  ad Instmction 

program designed for 
paddlers who insist on 

quality. innovation and results. 
Our team of instructors are 
recognized for their experience 
and professional dedication to 
kayaking; names synonymous 
with the principles underlying 
instruction today. 

We are based in the hub of 
Southeastern whiiewater: ranging 

from the beginning level 
through expert. Our instruc- 

ti;;ms;n;g,"fg~m 
Travel with us this 

fall and winter to inter- 
national rivers! Costa 
Rica is our specialty, 

with intermediate, ad- 
vanced and expert levels. 

Call or write today 
for our color brochure on how 

you can excel at kayaking. 
PO Box 246, Bryson City, NC 287 13 Endless River Adventures invites 

PhondFax 7W488-6199 you to share a lifetime's worth of 
Worktwide E-Mail, CornpuSetve 7 1604.1240 paddling opportunities! 

Saving a river from destruction, 
like any major project, takes a lot 
more than mere good intentions. I 
also requires teamwork, 
organization and a spectrum of 
material resources- everything 
from paper clips to computer 
technology. "It's like running a 
little business," Spelius says of 
the fight against ENDESSA. And, 
like all businesses, it can't get off 
the ground without money. To 
help meet the financial needs of 
the conservation effort, opponent! 
of the dam have been accepting 
donations from paddlers and 
other environmentally minded 
people. 

The money is being channeled 
into "Futafund," a strictly non- 
profit war chest for the ongoing 
struggle. So far, $15,000 have 
been raised, a third of it coming 
from clothing giant Patagonia. 
Other notable contributions 
include $500 from the employees 
of the Nantahala Outdoor Center 
and a laptop computer courtesy o 
David Quammen, a writer for 
Outside Magazine. The resources 
have been used, among other 
things, to hire Chilean P.R. 
specialist Ruben Torres, to pay fa 
an attorney to challenge the dam 
in court, and to support the effort! 
of local Chileans opposed to the 
hydroproject. 

To learn more about Futafund, 
call (500) 443-3882. 

For information on guide 
services on the Futa, contact: 
'I Expediciones Chile, a 

kayaking outfitter: 333 Earl's 
Road, Bryson City, NC 28713, 
(704) 488-9082. 
'I Sport International, which 

also offers guided kayaking trips: 
1602 Alder St., Whitehorse, Yukol 
Province, Y 1 A3W8, Canada, (403) 
633-2742, (800) 779-1 784. 
V Earth River Expeditions, a 

rafting company: (800) 643-2784. 
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W HITWATER PARADISE m u  . 

Story and photos by David Haynes 

B obbing in the shadow of the . stretches about 5.5 miles from U.S. : teristics of the 4x5 film is producing 
picturesque ~ ~ v e r e d  bridge, I 231 near Cleveland to Alabama a unique portfolio. 
always pause to admire the : Highway 160 near Nectar, athough : Recently I have also been taking 

morning light, tracing the rocky crags sections above and below are cer- fishing gear along and I have met 
of the towering 100-foot-high bluff. tainly runable. Average gradient is : considerable success with bass. 

Even after hundreds of runs on : in the 30 foot per mile range. The . The first section of river passes 
the Locust Fork of the Warrior River, section above the Swann Bridge is through a beautiful little gorge 
located in northern Alabama, this : studded with the more challenging bounded by bluffs up to 100 feet high. 
scene still has the power to command . rapids. . Here the Locust Fork offers abrupt 
my attention. The Swann Covered drops separated by pools. On winter 
Bridge, one of a handful of such ~RUNNINGT~YE : runs, many are surprised to discover 
bridges still in use in Alabama, . oaks that retain their green leaves. 
marks the mid point of what is argu- LOCUST FORK They finally feature their "autumn" 
ably the most popular whitewater : oranges and yellows, just as other 
run in the state. . My Locust Fork voyages number . trees bloom in April! 

Above Swann Bridge are 3.5 miles well into the hundreds (I live only 25  bout a half mile into the run 
of numerous Class 11-111 rapids, and a : miles away). Starting in the early you'll see a house sized boulder on 
strong Class III-IV rapid named '80's in an open boat, through learn- . the left, below the first significant 
Double Trouble. In the two miles be- ' ing to kayak in the mid '80's, I can drop - House ~ o c k  Rapid. Whip 
low Swann are Powell Falls, which : honestly say it's never become bor- : into the big eddy on the left to avoid 
features a Class III eight foot slide, ing. the boulder, since it's undercut and 
and the Skirum Bluff Ender Hole, : I've recently returned to an open : has been known to swallow the boats 
where boaters have been known to . boat for a large format black and . of unsuspecting paddlers. I know of 
linger for half a day to play. white  photograph^ project that is, to an open boat that was pinned under 

Situated at the southernmost date, about halfcompleted. I photo- : the rock for days; it could not be ex- 
foothills of the Appalachians, the LO- . graph from first light through mid- . tracted until the river dropped. 
cust Fork of the Warrior River has morning, so I am "seeing" a com- The next rapid, Tilt a Whirl, is 
long been a popular paddling destina- pletely new river than the one I've just a Class I1 drop over a 4 foot boul- 
tion for rapid starved boaters, who . experienced over 15 Years of mid day . der, but the river chokes down here 
come from as far away as Texas, running. The combination of early to produce a good surfing wave and, 
Louisiana, and Florida. : morning light, fog, moving water, : at higher levels, an ender spot. 

The most popular section boulders and bluffs and the charac- . 
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LOCUST - - - -  

FORK 
OF 
THE 
WARRIOR 

: right to left. Try to avoid Pinning . 
DOUBLE TROUBLE Rock, which juts out in the center of 

You know you're approaching : the main tongue and is colorfully 
Double Trouble when you see a gi- . decorated with canoe and kayak 
gantic boulder, strewn with all man- plastic shavings. Once in the big 
ner of river debris, on river right. eddy pool, set up to run the second 
Here whitewater dances behind a . drop just left of the large boulder. Top: Canoe in Double Trouble Rapid 
distinct horizon line. The river is Avoid the sluice to the right of this Left to r~ght: Kayak In Double Trouble 
split here by a rocky island - a good : boulder! At some levels we've gotten : Rapid C-2 in Double Trouble Rapd C-2 1 
place to take out to scout. . mushy enders here, but at high wa- . in Double Trouble Rapid; Boaters below 

Double Trouble is the biggest ter, look out! At 7' a buddy of mine H x ~ e  Rock Rapd Kayak approaching : 
rapid on the river. It consists of two got cartwheeled, then stuffed upside 1 Tllt-a-W~rl Rapids; running Tilt-a- . 
drops divided by a 100 foot pool. The down against the boulder for half a Whirl Ra~ldsl Canoe passing Swam Bluff, 
first plunges about 7 vertical feet ' minute. Swann Covered Bndge 
over a horizontal distance of about There's a fun wave/hole about a 
40 feet. The second is a 4 foot half mile below Double Trouble 
pourover against a rounded boulder. that's a dynamic surf, provided you 

What makes this dangerous is the . can make the move to catch it. To do 
huge undercut boulder that domi- so you must nab a 3/4 boat size mi- 
nates the right side of the dividing : cro eddy on the left bank, then ferry 
pool. Logs (whole trees sometimes) . over a hump through the main cur- 
and other river debris gets pushed ' rent. I've only been able to do it 
against, sucked under and piled over : once, and my ride was cut short 
this 15 foot high boulder. And the when I found myself surfing beside a 
current from the first drop pushes ' surprised watersnake. I was pad- 
everything into the teeth of it. : dling hard and he was wriggling 

I've had the misfortune of swim- = right beside me. Once we saw one 
ming this in February. Had it not another, we immediately went our 
been for a well thrown rescue line, I . separate ways. 
would have been kissing the under- Bullard Shoals, the next drop is a 
belly of this gnarly undercut. great roller coaster ride left of cen- 

Run Double Trouble by working . ter, and offers serious eddy hopping 
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Left to right: Boaters approaching Swann 
Covered Bridge; Canoe running Powell 

- Falls; C-2 in Double Trouble Rapid; Canoe 
beneath Skirum Bluff; Kayak side-surfing at 
Skirum Ender Hole 

LOCUST 
FORK OF 
THE 

: fun all the way down. POWELL PAUS 
From the pod below Bullard, powell Falls is a mile down- : Swann Bluff rises nearly 100 feet . stream of the covered bridge. It's ac- . above the river, which makes a ma- tually two falls, divided by a rock is- 

@tic sweeping turn to the right to- : land in the center. I always pull out : ward the Swam Covered Bridge. on this center island to scout and 
This 324 foot Span, built in 1932-33, is ' check for strainers, because the ap- 
one of the longest in the world and is : proach is blind. Above 7' the rock is- 

: a major tourist attraction for Blount m land disappears and the falls become 
County. The panorama of the bluff, a : quite a handful, even for experienced 
long Class I rapid and then the : bridge is a scene that lingers in my 

* mind's eye. (Note: Be careful when : stacking several boats on a van or . truck ... always check the clearance 
before entering the bridge.) 

: boaters. I've seen canoes 
windowshaded at the bottom for sev- : eral minutes. . No matter how many times 
you've run Powell Falls, it can still 
: make the adrenalin flow. Run it on ' The big bluff is only a few yards ; the right side of the island, and try to / : from John Swann's cattle pasture. miss the meat of the m;lbby hole at -- 

Swarm told me that On a C O U P ~ ~  of OC- I the bottom. Watch for a small hump 
: casions he's had cows break through in the water at the top of the falls. If 

the fence and go over the 80 foot high ' you go over the crest of this hump, 
bluff, always during high water. . you usually slide right past the hole. : Each time, he said, the animal has 1f you decide to drop into this 
been found downstream in good highly aerated hole, be ready for an 
shape. "But the same one hasn't ever . extended surf, especially above 3.5'. . done it twice," Swann observes A few minutes upside down in this 
wryly. : hole will pull the hair through the 
: There's a little ledge about a hole in you helmet! Want to run the 

quarter mile below Swann Bridge. falls again? Just paddle around to 
At 3', the ledge is a great place to side the river left side for an easy : surf, but it won't hold YOU at a higher . stairstep portage to the top. 
or lower level. Below the falls a quarter mile is a 
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We brefir oar water white 

Our new location has everything to fulfill your whitewater needs. 
If it's equipment you need, our 2200 sq. ft. showroom has it. Kayaks, 

canoes, and accessories are available in our full-line retail store. We 
also carry equipment for rock climbing, (1300 sq. ft. rock climbing 

gym on the premises), Telemark skiing, backpacking, camping, 
and more outdoor activities. Can't get to the store? 

Call toll free at 1-800-249-41 12 for mail ordm. 

We are 5 minutes from exit 31 of the NYS Thruway (190). 
We are central to many New York rivers - Call for river level info. 

a division of Northern Outfitters, Inc. 
New Wave Waterworks 587 Main Street Suite 109 New York Mills, NY 13417 

paddling in southern 
New England is Zoar 

Outdoor. Our ACA certified 
school, fully stocked Outfitter's Shop, 

the heart of it! 

Come visit us this season! 
look in^ for a new boat? 
Come paddle any Dagger 
Perception, or Prijon 

, , , , , , , boat on real whitewater 
before you buy it. 

cotor brochure 1-800532-7483 1 
Charlemont, Massachusetts 01 339 
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great little surfing wave at levels be- ' Parking is limited, so leave your ve- : : tween 3.5' and 4.2'. A river-wide 3 : hick in a field about 300 yards up the . 
foot high standing wave with a slick highway. 
face where you can surf all day, : carving back and forth at will! LOCUST FORK ZOGISlTCS 

Another good surfing wave is at 
' the top of the next rapid, Skirum '1 A USGS stream gauge is located Left to right: C-boat surfing ledge below 

Swann Covered Bridge; Canoe below Bluff. After the rapid is a huge  mi . about feet upstream from the put circular pool bordered by the over- : in at the bridge. An ideal running : Powell Falls; Boaters approachi~g Swann 
Covered Bridge; Canoes on car inside hanging 100-foot-high Skirum level (for great enders at Skirum . Bluff ... it's really a majestic sight! : is 3.5 to 3.9. The river is Swann Covered Bridae; Kayak back- : endering at Skirum Gder  Hole; Waterfall 
on Skirum Creek: Kavak enderina at Skirum : ENDER HOLE 

runable down to 2 feet, but is not 
' much fun below 2.8. Above 4.5 many . . < - 

Ender Hole : After the pool the river necks of the rapids begin to wash out. : Page 44: C-boat at bottom of Powell Falls . down, creating one of the best Powell Falls can become a real mon- 
whitewater play spots anywhere. 
The Ender Hole looks like an inno- : cent little 8 foot wide hydraulic, but 
if offers an smorgasbord of 
whitewater delights! . You can spend hours side-surf- 
ing, doing 360's, forward endering 
or doing dynamic back enders. It's 
so good that sometimes we simply 
put in at Swann Bridge, paddle di- : rectly to this rapid, and spend the 
rest of the day there! 

The Highway 160 takeout is : about a half mile downstream. The 
uphill carryout there is a good argu- 
ment for having a decked boat. 

ster above 7 feet! : A recent addition that should 
prove a real boon for out of towners : is a toll free telephone service pro- 1 . vided by Alabama Power Company 
as part of their Reservoir Informa- : tion System. That number is 1-800- 
LAKES11. Call and you'll get an op- 
tions menu. First touch-tone "6" (for : : "stream and river flows"), then "3" . 
(for "Warrior River Basin"), and fi- 

' nally "2" (for the Cleveland gauging 1 : station -located at the U.S. 231 put . 
in)! 

The readings are in cubic feet per : . second (cfs) and "ideal" flow (3.5'-3.9') . 
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Swann COvemd 

I 

NOTE: MAP IS NOT TO SCALE! 

' 

seems to be 1,000 - 1,100 cfs (we're - 
: still extrapolating the readings by 1 . calling before and after runs). Other . 

approximate levels are: 2' - about 300 . 
cfs; 2.5'- about 400 cfs; 3' - about 600 : . cfs; 4' - about 1,200 cfs; 5' - about 2,000 . 
cfs. The peak last spring (1995) was 

: over 15,000 cfs; the low in August : 
was only 10 cfs. 
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LOCUST 2TlREATENED BY 
: WATER WORKS DAM . . . . A project by the Birmingham Wa- 1 

terworks Board threatens to dam the . : Locust Fork and flood some 2,200 acres 
according to Susie Mixon, president of 1 
Friends of the Locust Fork River. . : Mixon says the waterworks board ' 
has been anything but cooperative. In : 

' fact, after five years of attempting to ob- . . tain study reports and other docu- . 
ments, the group still has not received . 
any of the requested material. . 

. The proposed project would build a 1 
dam near the Blount/Jefferson County . : Line and would flood about 20 miles of 
river, to just downstream of the Nectar : 
Covered Bridge site (That bridge - the : longest of its type in the world - was : 
burned down two years ago by van- : dals). 

, The Friends group has been keeping : 
tabs on land purchases by the water- . : works board at the Blount County . . courthouse. To date they have pur- . 
chased about one-third of the land they 
want for the project. 

While the proposed project would : 
not directly affect the "whitewater" sec- : tions described above, local whitewater : 
enthusiasts have been among the first . 
to support the Friends group, whose : membership now numbers about 800. : 

Friends of the Locust Fork also 
: sponsors monthly river cleanups, an . annual river festival, and sets up 

booths at county fairs and other events 
to enlist support for their cause. . The group's board of directors re- : 
cently kicked off a new public aware- : ness campaign aimed at alerting the : 
public of the threat to this outstanding . 
river. : Anyone wanting to help with the ef- 
fort to stop the dam can write the group 
at: Friends of the Locust Fork River, : . P.O. Box 245, Hayden, AL 35079. 

PADDLING GEAR (& MORE!) FROM THE EXPERTS 
13077 HWY 19 WEST BRYSON CITY, NC 98713 

Whitewater Clothing 
and Accessories 

by Olympic Medalist Dana Chladek 

&* High quality, bombproof bungi cord + sprayskirts! 

* Paddling jackets&pants.. . racing float 
vests.. . pogies. .. neoprene tops, shorts 
and pants.. .and more. 

. .We make custom gear for 
individuals and groups ! 

5302 Flanders Avenue 
Kensington, MD 20895 
TeVFax: (301) 946-9686 
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n twenty plus years of whitewater 
rafting, nothing really compares to our 
first trip ... 55 miles through Hells Canyon 
on the Snake River. Our crew of six made - I this assault in three yellow-ducky rafts, withother high- 

tech equipment including old wooden paddles and pl&- 
tic garbage bags lined in gunny sacks, for waterproofing 
our gear. Of course this system was totally ineffective in 
keeping anything dry, but it sure made for some inter- 
esting goings-on when the bags started flopping around 
in our frameless boats. But we were young and daunt- 
less, and knew that what we lacked in equipment and 
skills, we could overcome with determination. 

It was late afternoon before we launched. Skies were 
bright and spirits were high. We had done just enough 
research to know that the two really big rapids in Hells 
Canyon were Wild Sheep and Granite Creek, some seven 
and nine miles down the river. The first few miles were 
uneventful, with the exception of spotting a cow moose 
on the Idaho side of the river. Seemed way out of place; 
this did not at all look like moose country. We subse- 
quently learnedfrom newspaper accounts that themoose 
later swam the river and was recorded as the first moose 
ever sighted in Oregon. We were soon to learn the 
significance of this omen. 

After a couple of hours the twilight approached; we 
contemplated picking out a campsite but could not seem 
to find anything really suitable. Surprisingly, we came 
across a group of bikers on the left shore that had some- 
how made it down to the river by some obscure trail. 
"You guys gonna run the rapids?" they queried. "What 
rapids?" we responded brilliantly. "Wild Sheep, about 
a quarter mile ahead" they shouted back, politely omit- 
ting "Stupid." 

We figured we should probably scout this since it 
was billed as one of the big ones. We pulled into the 
rocky shore and instantly concluded there was no way 
we were going to run this mother in the waning light. 
But where to camp? 

The shore was lined with couch-size boulders and 
the hill beyond ascended at a pitch of at least 45 degrees. 
After some reconnoitering, we located a semi-plateau, 
with only a 20 degree pitch, about 150 yards above the 
river. Not great, but the best show in town. 

We began unloading and were greeted by the buzz of 
a rattlesnake, nestled in the rocks below us. One par- 
ticularly astute member of our party provoked it more 

, witha stick. The rest of us finally persuaded him to stop, 
and finished our unloading and uphill packing, being 
careful to stay high on the rocks above the rattler. 

As darkness descended we started thinking about 
supper. We had no stove and planned on doing all the 
cooking over an open fire. Some began collecting fire- 
wood while others attempted to clear a small area for the 
fire site. The ground was covered with dried-out cheat 
grass, inbedded in rocky soil. Efforts to clear the ground 
with a stick proved difficult, and it was decided that it 
would be easier to make a clearing by burning small 
patches of grass in a controlled fashion. 

WHrnATER 
M I N G :  
LEARNING 
THE 
HARD 
WAY 
THE 
OMEN 

MOOSE 
I 
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About this time, someone also noticed that we needed 
some water for preparing the meal. Somebody needed to go 
down to the river with a pot and get some. Everyone knew 
there was one agitated rattlesnake down there, so no volun- 
teers stepped forward for this mission. Begrudgingly, I 
finally said I would do it, and headed for the river, while the 
others went back to the fire-pit clearing and wood collect- 
ing. 

I cautiously made my way to the river, all the way 
cursing the other gutless L s  for not taking on this 
perilous task. I actually hoped that the snake would buzz 
again so I would know where it was. But I never did 
actually encounter it again. I scooped up a pot of water and 
headed back toward camp, just out of sight over the hill. 
The round trip probably took less than ten minutes, but I 
obviously missed one big happening in my absence. 

As I came over the brow of the hill, I discovered about a 
half-acre of scorched earth surrounding the "kitchen". 

Asking what the hell 
happened, I got no 

answer for a 

... they did a much better job 

and completely flipped in the 

\ 
raft. They drifted past me just 

out or reach. I asked if they 

were okay as they raced past. 

I got no answer, but could see 

hausted fire fighters gasped to catch their breath. 
The concept of clearing the ground by burning small 

sections of cheat grass at a time was good in theory, but 
flawed in practice. After a few small controlled burns, 
patience ran thin. It was decided to burn off a little larger 
area before putting out the flames. At this point the 
discovery was made that dried-out cheat grass is akin to 
gasoline. Suddenly the whole area exploded. Our gunny 
sacks turned out to be lifesavers in this situation. Every- 
body immediately grabbed a wet gunny sack and began 
beating the flames. Fortunately, a light downhill wind 
helped keep the fire contained, and it was ultimately 
extinguished with the wet bags. I guess fetching the water 
hadn't been such a bad job after all. Occasional flare-ups 
occurred the rest of the night, and nobody really got much 
sleep watching for them and dousing them post haste. 
Anyway, we had a nice big area to cook supper and break- 
fast in, albeit a somewhat sooty one. 

The next morning we loaded the rafts and walked 
downriver to scout Wild Sheep. The rapid was about 100 
yards long, with a huge wave at the bottom. To miss this 
wave, we decided to run it on the right of center, just 
brushing by some large rocks. The first boat took on a lot 
of water but made it through intact. The second boat, my 
younger brother and I misread the current and swept up 
on a large rock at the start of the rapid. I got dumped out 
the back, but the raft finally came off the rock right side up 
with my brother still on board. Basically out of control, he 
made it fine through the rest of the rapid. When I hit the 
water, I noticed that I had forgotten to tie the top string on 
my life jacket. It immediately popped over by head; it was 
floating a top the water about a foot above me. I swal- 
lowed a lot of water on that ride, and actually wondered 

1 
if1 were drowning. I finally managed to grab a rock near 
the bottom of the rapid, and clung on while I cleared my 
lungs and regained some strength. 

About this time I looked up and saw the third boat 
smashing into the same boulder that was my undoing, 
but they did a much better job and completely flipped 
in the raft. They drifted past me just out or reach. I 
asked if they were okay as they raced past. I got no 
answer, but could see the terror in their eyes. Nonethe- 
less they made it through alive, and we all eventually 
made it to shore. My brother swam out and retrieved 

the overturned raft and towed it back to shore. His first 
raft trip, and I was proud of him. 

Shaken, but still alive and kicking, we proceeded down- 
stream two miles and pulled in to scout Granite Creek 
rapid. We tied the rafts to rocks on shore and scrambled 
over the large boulders to the rapid. Granite Creek was a 
relatively short rapid (about 50 yards), but had a large 
hole on each side of the route down the center chute. One 
look and the crew of the third boat announced that "No 
way in hell are we running this one!", having had the 
bejesus scared out of them just upstream. Despite consid- 
erable effort to change their minds, they held fast to the 



struggled to portage their raft and gear over the rocky 
terrain. This was no easy task, but eventually we suc- 
ceeded in getting everything to a point where they could 
push off and make it easily. 

About this time the weather took a sudden turn for the 
worse. Winds of around sixty miles per hour kicked up all 
at once. The four of us started back toward the "tied up" 
rafts, when someone noticed a raft upside down on the 
opposite shore. Some fool upstream obviously had not 
anchored his raft very well and it had blown away. Upon 
closer scrutiny, we noticed that the raft looked a lot like 
one of ours. Indeed, the wind had flipped one of the boats, 
disengaging it and blowing it across river. We scurried 
back to the one remaining boat before it met the same 
scurried fate. 

It was still intact so all four of us jumped in and 
paddled to the other side. The gear was still in the over- 
turned boat, but the paddles were missing. We now faced 
a dilemma, how to get two boats through this major rapid 
with only two paddles. The immediate concern, however, 
was to try and find some shelter from the weather. It had 
now commenced to rain cats and dogs along with the 
hurricane winds. We had brought no rain gear, based on 
the wisdom that it never rains in the summer. 

We managed to find some protection under a couple of 
large slanted rocks. To gain some comfort, a jug of wine 
and a bottle of Seagrams 7 were uncapped. Not to say that 
anyone drank in moderation, but my brother obviously 
overtrained and spent the rest of the trip puking every ten 
minutes. He was a lot of fun. As we cowered and imbibed, 
we noticed that the rain was being swept by the wind 
down one side of the canyon, across the river, and up the 
other side. Then a large pine tree snapped off about a 
hundred feet above us and blew into the river. These 
dismal observations only caused the imbibition to inten- 
sify, and by the time the storm began to abate in a couple 
of hours or so, no one was exactly sure of foot. 

After some unintelligible discussion we decided we 
were not adequately equipped to run Granite Creek. So 
we chose to portage both rafts, hoping to find our lost 
paddles downstream. At about the time the arduous 
portages were completed, the crew from the first boat 
came sauntering back up shore to see what was going on. 
Fortunately they had found both missing paddles along 
the shoreline as they hiked back. We were back in busi- 
ness. 

The day was beginning to fade, and remembering the 
previous night's fiasco, we began fervently looking for a 
campsite. A gravel bar on the right shore about a half- 
mile down from Granite seemed a likely candidate. It was 
only a few inches out of the water, and actually was a 
downright lousy place to camp. Nevertheless, it was an 
order of magnitude better than the previous night's en- 
campment. 

That night dinner was eaten cold, and in consider- 
ation of the day's considerable consumption of libations, 

along with the exhausting tribulations we had endured, 
bedtime came early. There was absolutely no moon andno 
one had brought a flashlight. Sometime during the night 
I felt the need to dispose of some of my liquid ingestion, but 
was reluctant to use my immediate surroundings out of 
consideration for my compatriots. I didmanage to find the 
river though and waded out several feet to answer nature's 
call. 

Strange how easy it is to become disoriented with zero 
light. I tried to return to my sleeping quarters, but no 
matter which way I went, the water got deeper. Others 
subsequently confessed that they had the same experience 
during the night. After ten minutes of sloshing about I 
heard somebody snore, beckoning me back home. I groped 
my way to the sleeping bag and started to climb in, where- 
upon I was informed, in what I considered a rather 
uncourteous manner, that the sleeping bag was already in 
use. I finally found my own bed and slept the rest of the 
night. 

We took off downriver once again in late morning as 
the weather improved. Things were looking up. We had 
survived the two worst rapids in Hells Canyon, had all of 
our gear, and from our best recollection, we figured there 
was nothing of any consequence downstream. So confi- 
dent were we of this, we lashed all three rafts together to 
facilitate the party and the sharing of the fast dwindling 
supply of liquid refreshments. No need to paddle or exer- 
cise any semblance of control, since the stuff downstream 
should only be rimes. 

Nobody told us about Waterspout rapid. 
Waterspout is definitely not a riffle. In fact, it's big 

time. However, in our state of delirium we failed to 
recognize this. We remained lashed together, and shot 
into the rapid, not even wearing our life jackets. A big 
wave managed to flip the middle boat end for end and 
dumped its occupants into the frothy water. The two 
outside boats remained upright. 

One of the dumpees surfaced immediately and grabbed 
onto a boat. The other, however, remained unseen for 
some time. Eventually somebody noticed a paddle moving 
downstream beside the raft with the blade sticking verti- 
cally out of the water a foot. He reached out and pulled it 
up; sure enough the missing dumpee was on the other end. 
The scientists in our crew advanced the really heady 
hypothesis that human bodies don't float very good in 
frothy water! 

The remainder of the trip was uneventful. One paddle 
did snap, but was made semi-functional again with a splint 
and duct tape. With one boater continually losing his 
cookies and pretty much everyone nursing a headache 
from over-imbibing, we limped to the take-out. On the 
drive home, a feeling of euphoria gradually settled in. 
Despite numerous adversities, we had run the big Hells 
Canyon rapids. Perhaps not masterfully nor artfully, but 
we had met the challenge and prevailed. We weren't 
saying we beat the river, but at least we survived! m 
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AWA Board of 
Directors Election 

Twelve candidates have been submit- 
ted by the AWA Executive Committee for 
approval by the general membership for 
inclusion on the Board of Directors. 

Their statements are published here 
for your consideration. 

Susan Wilson 
Asheville, North Carolina 

I have really enjoyed working on the 
AWA Board and planning the Ocoee 
Whitewater Rodeo the past five years and 
the World Rodeo in 1993. I believe rodeo 
really pushes kayaking and makes it 
more fun for everyone. It pushes com- 
petitors to perfect harder moves and this 
helps the skill level and the fun level of 
all boaters to grow. It has also pushed the 
boat manufacturers to design more high 
tech boats to make kayaking and canoe- 
ing more fun for everyone. 

The Ocoee Rodeo raises money for the 
AWA and our rivers and brings new 
friends together. I could not pull the 
Ocoee Rodeo off every year without the 
help of the friends I've met through pad- 
dling. I would like to take this opportu- 
nity to thank everyone who has helped 
with the event. I hope to see even more 
new faces and friends at next year's ro- 
deo. 

I would like to continue to serve as an 
AWA Board member in order to continue 
working on the Ocoee Rodeo and to in- 
crease the amount of money the event 
raises. I want to continue working with 
the National Organization of Whitewater 
Rodeos to help encourage all rodeo events 
to support river conservation. I would 
like to help put together a rodeo manual 
in order to help new events get started. I 
want to help keep rodeo fun for everyone. 
I hope to see even more AWA members at 
the Ocoee Rodeo next year and I welcome 
feedback from you all. 

Keep having fun!!!!! 

lob Gedekoh 
Ilizabeth, PA 

Membership on the Board of Direc- 
r s  of the AWA demands an active com- 
litment to the organization and its 
)als. Some members of the Board con- 
?ntrate on river safety, others on con- 
!rvation, access or special events. Dur- 
ig my service on the Board the produc- 
on of this magazine has been my par- 
cular niche/ pleasure/ cross to bear. 

Editing American Whitewater is a lot 
Pfun. Through this magazine I meet 
lany of the paddlers who are at the fore- 
'ont of whitewater recreation. AW helps 
le justify, to myself, the paddling vaca- 
ons I take all over the county. And it al- 
~ w s  me to foist my sometimes outland- 
,h views on the whole whitewater com- 
lunity. 

But it is a lot of work, too. I spend 
bout one hundred hours on each of the 
.x issues we publish each year. Not an 
lconseauential amount of time for a vol- 
nteer with a "real job". The magazine is 
~tting bigger; each year we fill about 
lxty pages more than the year before. 

I am trying to expand the scope of the 
iagazine so that we can appeal to more 
?aders, while continuing to satisfy our 

tic Alesch 
.akewood, Colorado 

I have been a whitewater boater and 
lvolved in river work for over 15 years. 
have served on the Board of the Colo- 
ado White Water Association (CWWA) 
)r most of these years. During the past 
~ e l v e  years I have worked on many con- 
ervation issues, but my major current 
rea of interest is river access. During 
le last four years I have served on the 
LWA Board and would like to continue to 
o so. I have been an active member of 
he AWA Conservation and Access Com- 
iittee during this term. I have also 
lade the following specific contributions 
3 the organization. 

In 1993 I co-authored, with Pope Bar- 

core audience. Recent issues have in- 
cluded articles focused on technique, rac- 
ing, rafting and open boating; interviews 
with prominent boaters;, as well as hu- 
mor, opinion and fiction features. 

I think that American Whitewater 
should reflect the diverse interests and 
attitudes of all of our members. I con- 
sider it an open forum to all whitewater 
enthusiasts with something interesting 
and responsible to say. American 
Whitewater is the best whitewater maga- 
zine in the country and, with your sup- 
port, I hope to make it'even better. 

row and Rich Bowers, the AWA Access 
Policy. This first-of-its-kind document 
lays out our basic philosophy and guid- 
ing principles to protect our rights to get 
to and run whitewater rivers, an issue 
that has grown tremendously in impor- 
tance over the last 5-10 years. 

In 1994 I instigated the establishment 
of a regional whitewater festival in Colo- 
rado, co-sponsored by AWA and CWWA. 
This festival has successfully raised over 
$5000 for AWA/CWWA river access and 
conservation efforts. 

For the last year and a half I have 
been the AWA Vice President, and in this 
capacity I help lead board meetings and 
serve as a member of the AWA Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee 
frequently needs to make decisions for 
the organization that must be made be- 
tween Board meetings or that are del- 
egated by the Board to the Executive 
Committee. 

In the past year we developed a 5-year 
Strategic Plan for AWA, laying out our 
core functions, establishing long-range 
goals, and outlining specific strategies 
and milestones to accomplish them. I 
helped author this product and assisted 
extensively in the final production of the 
document. I would now like to help AWA 
implement this plan, increase our mem- 
bership, and continue to keep it the finest 
whitewater organization in the world. I 
would appreciate your vote to keep me 
on. 
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Barry Grimes 
kichmond, KY 

If elected to the AWA board of direc- 
)rs I promise copious amounts of rain- 
dl in your favorite watershed, a gas 
redit card and free shuttle driver train- 
ig for underprivileged non-boaters. I 
,ill introduce legislation within my first 
X) days of office to require businesses 
iat employ more than two people to rec- 
gnize "whitewater hydrotherapy" as a 
bgitimate reason for paid absences from 
,ark. I shall work hard to insure that all 
~mmercial raftguides take a mandatory 
hardboat avoidance" course before be- 
ig allowed on a river. I can assure you 
iat I will visit my boating constituents 
n the river as often as is humanly pos- 
~ble. In addition I promise to have dry 
,ood at every campsite and a cooler of 
eer at every takeout. 

While these promises may sound like 
here political pandering, make no mis- 
ike, they are. Be confident however, 
iat if I'm co

nfi

rmed as an AWA director 
ou can count on me to apply a strong 
ose of energy and any talents or experi- 
nce I may have acquired in 14 years of 
addling to help our sport and the rivers 
re all love. 

Cevin Mendik 
For the past five years I have been 

rith the National Park Service acting as 
he Northeast Regional Manager for the 

Bob Glanville 
Glenwood, NY 

I am seeking reelection to the AWA 
Board of Directors and ask for your sup- 
port. In the years since I was first elected 
to the Board of Directors, AWA has 
grown from a small, marginal, all-volun- 
teer organization to the most effective ad- 
vocate of whitewater interests in the 
country. While there are many others 
who deserve much more credit for those 
accomplishments, it has, nevertheless, 
been a very exciting time to be involved 
with AWA. Now, when AWA speaks, 
people listen. If given the opportunity, I 
hope to contribute in some small way to 
the continued success of AWA as the 
nation's premier whitewater advocate. 

I am a trial lawyer and head of the 
Environmental Practice Group of West- 
ern New York's largest law firm. I am a 
founding member and director of New 

as hydro relicensing, access, liability, 
and insurance matters. I hope to con- 
tinue to be involved in those issues on 
both a regional and national level for 
many years. 

I am a whitewater and flatwater 
York ~i;ers United, a fledgling organiza- boater and have paddled rivers, lakes and 
tion whose mission is to protect and en- coastal waters throughout the United 
hance New York's rivers and their eco- States, although in recent years I spent 
systems. I have been involved for many much more time on the telephone talking 
years in whitewater related issues such about rivers than actually paddling them. 

Hydro Technical Assistance Program. I 
have worked closely with the boating 
community, including AWA and New En- 
gland FLOW, to develop conditions for 
flow releases, access points, and land pro- 
tection at hydro projects being 
relicensed. My primary responsibilities 
include drafting National Park Service 
recommendations and negotiating with 
project proponents to ensure that en- 
hanced recreational opportunities are a 
requirement of any new license. 

I am a graduate of the Vermont School 
of Law and hold a Master's Degree in En- 
vironmental Analysis. I believe that it is 
important to approach hydro relicensing 
aggressively to preserve the rights of 
whitewater boaters to access rivers that 
provide whitewater recreation. I feel that 
my experience and technical expertise 
can help the AWA achieve these objec- 
tives and it would be a privilege to assist 
them in their efforts. 

Chuck Estes 
Oak Ridge, TN 

I have been running rivers for almost 
twenty years; it's my passion. My first 
experiences were in the quiet Gulf 
Coastal rivers, but I soon discovered the 
power, beauty and excitement of 
whitewater and was immediately ad- 
dicted. Now the steep creeks of Appala- 
chia and the Cumberlands is where I 
spend much of my time with the great 
friends I have made along the way. 

These experiences have alerted me to 
the development pressures and threats to 
these rivers and many times the wilder- 
ness areas that thev run through. Mv 
concern has led to working with several 
conservation organizations on river is- 
sues. I am a board member of the Tennes- 
see Citizens for Wilderness Planning (the 
organization that spearheaded the estab- 
lishment of the Big South Fork National 
Recreation Area and the Obed Wild and 
Scenic River) and the conservation chair- 
man for the East Tennessee Whitewater 
Club. I helped develop the Obed River 
General Management Plan, which was 
very favorable to boaters. My current fo- 
cus is on the many proposed dams on the 
Cumberland plateau, protection for the 
Caney Fork River, and river access is- 
sues. 

I would be honored to serve as an 
AWA director and continue work on 
river protection projects. I would like for 
the AWA to utilize our memberships's di- 
verse talents and commitment to river 
protection to make an even greater im- 
pact on river conservation issues. 
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David Fallside 
San Jose, CA 

In the spring of 1995 I started the 
AWA World Wide Web site on the 
Internet. Since then I have guided the di- 
rection of the site and have managed, ed- 
ited and authored its contents on an al- 
most daily basis. In about six months, we 
have put online more that 1500 pages in- 
cluding river descriptions, regular up- 
dates of access and conservation items, 
superb colour pictures donated from the 
Great Falls Race and elsewhere, Journal 
articles, and more. The response to the 
site has been overwhelming: thousands 
of requests per week for our web pages, 

daily email from US and international 
paddlers, several new AWA members per 
week, and even a request to submit a 
grant proposal. Cyberspace has been an 
exhilarating ride! 

As a Director, I would be a guide for 
AWA's online activities. I believe that 
cyberspace is a p o w e m  medium that 
AWA can use to benefit whitewater pad- 
dlers immediately, and at the same time 
advance the larger causes of the 
whitewater community. For example, 
the Web site today provides immediate 
help to paddlers in the form of guide- 
book-like River Pages that contain river 
run descriptions and "links" to online 
gauge readings. Embedded in these 
River Pages are timely descriptions of 
conservation and access situations that 
inform paddlers about issues affecting 
their rivers. In my opinion, today's Web 
site is just a beginning, and we are still 
learning how to use cyberspace for the 
benefit of the whitewater community. I 
intend to keep AWA at the forefront of 
cyberspace, both in terms of technology 
and in terms of learning how to make it 
work effectively for the whitewater pad- 
dling community. 

(301) 746-5389 
Second Skin Pile@ 
tights, vests, and 
one-piece suits 

Innovation 
Service 

'upper Youghm 
Riverside Shop 

P.O. BOX 70 
276 Maple Street 
Friendsville, MD 

21 531 
call for 

Free Catalog 

United States by Mountain Surf, Inc. . - 

Lee Belkna 
Glen ~ l len ,  \A 

As Chairman of AWA's Safety Com- 
mittee, I spent my first term on AWA's 
Board of Directors concentrating on safety 
related issues and supporting AWA's ef- 
forts to expand and grow with the sport. I 
believe AWA is an organization dedicated 
to supporting active whitewater paddlers 
of any skill level from class I1 to the most 
extreme end of the sport. I will continue to 
support AWA's growth and use my influ- 
ence as a board member to support 
whitewater paddlers of all skill levels. 

During my previous term, my accom- 
plishments included organizing the execu- 
tion and analysis of AWA's Close Calls and 
Serious Accident Survey along with the re- 
lated Safety equipment and attitudes sur- 
vey; creating the AWA Whitewater Acci- 
dent Database that is now published on 
AWA's World Wide Web site; working with 
Charlie Walbridge to use AWA's network 
of board members, regional coordinators, 
affiliated clubs, and the Internet to im- 
prove the gathering of accident reports; 
and coordinating the development of the 
AWA Safety Cards now being introduced. 

Throughout this time I've managed to 
hold down my engineering job, build two 
rural excursion vans, and continue pad- 
dling both days of almost every weekend. 

If re-elected I promise to continue this 
heavy schedule of paddling. At the same 
time, I will also continue working with the 
Safety Committee to reach the safety re- 
lated goals established in AWA's 5 year 
plan, including continued assistance to 
Charlie with his information gathering ef- 
forts, continued updates and improve- 
ments to the Whitewater Accident Data- 
base, continued improvements to the 
safety pages on AWA's Website, and coor- 
dinating efforts to improve the whitewater 
rating scale. 

I believe that promoting safe boating 
attitudes and personal responsibility are 
imperative to accident prevention and will 
have positive effects on access issues as 
well. I wish to continue as a director of 
AWA in order to see this effort go through. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Chris Koll 
Liverpool, New York 

I know ...y ou see my name and you're 
probably thinking: "What's Koll doing 
running for Board of Directors again? 
He's not a serious kind of my." 

Pete Skinner 
I first began my service as an AWA Di- 

rector sometime during the mid-1970's. 
Since that time, I have helped AWA 
weather its most serious crises and then 
helped it rise to national prominence as a 

And you're right. I'm not a serious 
kind of guy. I'm a fun guy. 

But let's face it. The AWA Board has 
plenty of serious personalities holding 
positions. And they do great work on dif- 
ficult issues like conservation, safety and 
access. But despite the somber threats 
that confront our sport-you can't lose 
sight of the fact that 98% of everything 
involving boating is a good time. And 
I'm the frivolous kind of guy to represent 
that carefree element of the sport. 

That's why I was one of co-chairmen 
of the AWA's original Gauley Fest ... the 
editor of American Whitewater when it 
changed to its current popular 
format ... the coordinator of the Silent 
Auction at the Gauley Fest for the past 10 
seasons...an organizer of whitewater fea- 
sibility studies ... and the coordinator for 
this year's Moose Fest. 

Hey ... I know these are all enjoyable 
tasks ... but somebody has got to do them! 

major force for river safety, fun competi- 
tion, and conservation. I even found time 
left over to paddle some of the world's 
most exciting and beautiful rivers! While 
I am very proud of what we have accom- 
plished during the last 20 years - in par- 
ticular the infusion of dozens of very en- 
ergetic and capable paddlers as directors, 
regional coordinators and staff, there is 
still much more to be done. If AWA is to 
truly prosper and mature, we must 
achieve the goals of its first Strategic 
Plan. If elected Director, I will work with 
everyone at AWA to assure achievement 
of these goals - namely, doubling AWNS 
membership, procurement of foundation 
grants, implementation of the river ac- 
cess plan, enhancement of the Journal, 
and expansion of AWA's safety program. 
Most importantly, I treasure the privi- 
lege of working alongside some of the 
best minds and most committed people I 
have ever met - the AWA Team! 

EXPEDICIONES K a y a k  

M e x i c o  
W h i t e w a t e r  B l u e w a t e r  W a r m w a t e r  

Whitewater Kayaking Adventures 
Santa Maria Rio Verde Cascadas Micos El Salto 

AGUA AZUL 
0--------f) 2081462-3361 Waterfalls Travertine rapids 

Expediciones Agua Azul Expert and Intermediate adventures 
Box 11 1 Instruction for all abilities 

Garden Valley, Id. 83622 December - April . Affordable prices 
72773.31 06Qcompuserve.com Mexico has it all! 

Landis Arnold 
Boulder CO 

Age 35 
Active Paddling since 1974 
For more than 20 years now, 

whitewater kayaking and paddling in 
general have been major components of 
my interests and time. My parents 
started paddling in the late '60's and were 
extremely supportive of me when I an- 
nounced that I wanted to start. They and 
their peers introduced me to both the 
need for safety and skill development, as 
well as the importance of political action 
in river and access protection. These 
combined needs are paramount for our 
and our children's future enjoyment of 
our wild water envirionments. 

I am personally very involved in river 
access issues, especially here in Colo- 
rado, and have special interest in 
intellegently improving access of many of 
the "permitted rivers of the west, as well 
as defining "rights of navigation" to apply 
to paddle craft, and paddleable rivers. 

Growing out of my passion for pad- 
dling, In 1984, I began importing Prijon 
Kayaks, founding then Wildwasser Sport 
USA, Inc. to carry out this occupation. 
As a company we are actively involved 
around the country and world with deal- 
ers and paddlers. The company is an ex- 
cellent resource for information gather- 
ing and dissemination on critical issues 
that effect our rivers and access to them. 
It is has also allowed all of us here, to 
find work in the sport we love so much. 

I would look forward to any service I 
can provide to the AWA as a director or 
as an individual. The AWA is, in my 
opinion, the critical voice in America 
and the World, for Whitewater. From 
Landis Arnold, 
75322.1530@Compuserve.com 
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EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 

ORGANIZATION 

AWA/NOWR is seeking an in- 
dividual to manage the administra- 
tion and programming of the grow- 
ing NOWR event schedule in coordi- 
nation with individual event orga- 
nizers. General responsibilities to 
include: marketing, sponsor solicita- 
tion, consultation on development of 
new events, managing aspects of 
event series, publicity, communica- 
tions. Qualifications sought: three 
years' experience in event manage- 
ment and/or promotion; Bachelors' 
Degree, business school certificate or 
accumulated comparable skills and 
experience; ability to work indepen- 
dently, use judgment and initiative; 
analytical skills and famililarity 
with word processing, database and 
spreadsheet software; acute ability to 
laugh, enjoy the uncertainty of 
change and eagerness to learn and 
discover. 

Complete job descriptions avail- 
able upon request. Send resume by 
January 1 to AWA, P.O. Box 329, 
Phoenicia, NY 12464. 

Adventure Medical Kits 
Adventure Quest 
Aiue 
Ai igh t  Inflatables 
Appomattox River Company 
Backcountry Outfitters 
Backlund Paddles 
Beechwood Print & Graphics 
Sophia Bienek-Cate 
Blue Ridge Outdoors 
Canoe Magazine 
Canoes by Whitesell 
Central PA Kayak School 
Chattooga River Adventures 
Chattooga Whitewater Shop 
Clarke Outdoors 
Clinch Paddles 
Colaado Kayak Supply 
Cool Breeze Airbrushing 
Cool Ridge Company 
Custom Inflatables 
Dagger 
Duckworks 
Earth Lidz 
Endless River Adventures 
Extrasport 
Kent Ford 
Four Corners River Sports 
G.H. Enterprises 
Gale Force 
Gentry Video 
Gorilla Whitewater 
Green Walrus Screenworks 
Harmony Batiks 
Impex International 
JAG Manufacturing 
Keel Haulers 
Kikwood Winery 
Kokatat 
L'Eau Vive 
Lightning Paddles 
Lunatic Designs 
Mad River Canoes 
Man of Rubber 
Menasha Ridge Press 
Millbrook Boats 
Mohawk Canoes 
Mongo Products 
Mountain Gear 

It happens like clockwork every year. And every 
year it grows. The 1995 Gauley Festival was no excep- 
tion. The evening was clear and cool, attracting over 
2500 paid attendees to the festivities. We hope you 
were there for the fun. If not, see you next September. 

AWA wishes to thank the following donors and ex- 
hibitors for their support: 

Mountain State Kayak and Canoe Co. 
Mountain Surf 
Nantahala Outdoor Center 
New Wave Kayaks 
New Wave Waterworks 
Norse Paddles 
North American River Runners 
Northwest River Supplies 
Nova 
Ocoee Canoe Company 
Open Aii Clothing 
0s Systems 
PD Designs 
Patagonia 
Perception 
Possum Creek Productions 
Possum Point Productions 
Prijon Kayaks 
Ramsey Outdoor 
Rapid Designs 
Rapidstyle 
Remmos Tropicales Paddles 

River and Sea Watersports 
The Rivermen 
Riversport School of 
Paddling 
Salamander Products 
Shiels Productions 
Sidewinder Whitewater 
Silver Creek Paddles 
Starrk-Moon Kayaks 
Surfins 
Tectonic Outdoor Clothing 
Teva 
Waterline 
Wave Sports 
White Tree Pottery 
Wiggly Stick Paddles 
Wildside Images 
Wildside Productions 
Wildwater Designs 
Wing Inflatables 

Action Packed reviewed by Bob Gedebh 

During the past six years Rapid 
Shooters Photography of Lotus, Califor- 
nia has published a whitewater calendar 
featuring shots of California Rivers. 
This year they have gone global. 

Their 1996 Edition, Rivers of the 
World, features action shots from such 
diverse locations as Chile, Turkey, Ten- 
nessee, Colorado and New Zealand. 

Most of the photos, taken by well 
known whitewater professional photog- 
raphers like Phil DeRiemer, Sandy 
Loftis, Mark Leder-Adams and Skip 
Brown, are bigwater action shots of raf€ 
carnage or spectacular scenic views. 
But veteran Robert Harrison has con- 

tributed several dynamic photos of mem- 
bers of the U.S. Slalom Team in action. 

Kim Chater's photos of hard boaters 
on the Kern are notable, but Chater's se- 
quence of a raft running Orewa Falls in 
New Zealand is my favorite. Here a hap- 
less passenger finds himself desperately 
clinging to the raft, as his swim trunks 
are sucked off his toes. 

On the wall of your kitchen or at the 
office, this quality calendar should offer 
vicarious thrills while counting the days 
till your next river trip. 

Rivers of the World is available from 
Rapid Shooters, 7221 Highway 49, Lotus 
CA 95651. (1-800-4-RAPIDS) 

American Whitewater November 1 December 1995 



by Paula Stepp 
Photos byDavid Brooks Photography 



Havir ;reat Falls, I became excited. Be- 
: aownriver; one going forward, one fore I l 

going DacKwara, wnue complereiy side by side! ". 
chat with the duo. The two P- . 

.a. r% UO (AKA Tree), are rnern- T . 
k t  r'ormai m. Sponsored by and pad- q3 

cuing wave bport Kayaks, me  ream is currently shooting raw footage 
me kayaking video due ou 3r. The two pio- 
style of hairboating last s Labeled "Tight For- 

mation KayaKing , me style reflects many aspects of team slalom rac- 
-s run different whitewater in tight formation. The 

two do not play Iavorire ro any one river, but they did say, "The 
bigger and higher the waterfall, the better!" 

e. It seems to be pup- 
the country. The 
th the flashy iden- 



P.O. Box 4231 
Lexington, Kentucky 40544 Tim Williams on the Caney Fork, by Scott Shoupe 
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NEW COLORADO GUIDE PRAISED 
COLORADO RIVERS AND CREEKS by Gordon Banks and Dave Eckardt $24.00 
Moenkopi Digital Formations, 3432 Cripple Creek Sqwre, Boulder, Colorado 80303 

The Rocky Mountain streams of Colo- 
rado are magnificent in their beauty and 
power. But most years their season is 
fairly short due to their dependency on 
snowpack runoff. And because all the wa- 
tersheds receive their snowmelt at about 
the same time, no paddler has time to 
conquer all of them in a given year. I 
first paddled Colorado whitewater in the 
summer of 1994, and only because my 
companions had traveled there a number 
of times before was I able to find my way 
around. Even though my experience 
there was substantial, I came away with 
many questions: What sort of runs did we 
not get to do this summer? How does one 
find information on water levels, and 
what is a good level for a given river? In 
what parts of the state can I find many 
runs at my skill level? 

Enter Colorado Rivers and Creeks by 
Gordon Banks and Dave Eckardt, which 
came out this year. I got my hands on a 
copy in early June, just as I was depart- 
ing for my second Colorado trip. The 
enormous snowpack which had accumu- 
lated over the winter promised an ex- 
tended boating season for me to test the 
usefulness of this new guidebook. 

Seven weeks later I returned home 
feeling like a Colorado local, thanks 
largely to Colorado Rivers and Creeks. 
The book was a wonderful enhancement 
to my trip for the following reasons: 

Geographic coordination. Each 
chapter of the book features a particular 
watershed, and the significant 
whitewater runs in that watershed are 
covered from mouth to headwaters. Be- 
cause of this format it is easy to deter- 

mine which geographic areas have a 
good concentration of runs which suit 
one's skills and tastes. The paddler 
whose budget and schedule demand effi- 
cient planning will greatly appreciate 
this aspect of the book. 

Flow information. The Colorado 
Division of Water Resources provides a 
service known as Watertalk, and auto- 
mated telephone system which gives a 
"cfs" reading for the majority of the riv- 
ers, creeks, and canals in the state. The 
authors have provided instructions for 
using Watertalk and listed the touch-ton1 
code for every river. 

Obscure runs. During my trip I dis 
covered Grape Creek, Castle Creek, the 
East Fork of the San Juan and the South 
Fork of the Cache la Poudre-four of the 
numerous runs covered in Colorado Riv- 
ers and Creeks which are given little or 
no consideration in previous guidebooks 

Lucid directions and maps. Not 
once did I have difficulty finding a putin 
or a takeout. The maps include camp- 
ground locations as well as pertinent 
landmarks and local points of interest. 
RestaurantdWatering holes. In '94, 
my friends guided me to the hallowed 
Bucksnort Saloon up the road from the 
town of Pine, near Bailey Canyon. Now 
the Bucksnort is listed along with many 
other local establishments in Colorado 
Rivers and Creeks, so that the reader 
might know where the scene is cool and 
the beer is cooler at the end of a day of 
boating. 

Perhaps the most attractive nuance 
of Colorado Rivers and Creeks is the in- 
viting world it creates in the imaginatioi 

Great Falls Race 
on The Potomac 
1995 Video, 28 min. Stereo Sound 

First time down the 
middle & highest water 
level 

S 19.95 + $4.00 for 
shipping and handling 
to order call 202.291.6393 

of the reader. Written from the perspec- 
tive of an expert boater and illustrated 
with an eclectic collection of color photo- 
graphs, the book aptly portrays the won- 
derland of fun and frolic which the state's 
rivers provide each spring. Laying out 
well-known runs such as the Numbers 
section of the Arkansas and the Shoshone 
section of the Colorado, and then build- 
ing on this information with the more 
esoteric, Banks and Eckardt have created 
a wonderful tool for those exploring the 
state. 

Difficulty ratings for rivers, a hotly- 
debated issue in recent AWA journals, is 
the one point on which I have heard the 
book criticized. The authors, some feel, 
downplay the danger present on some 
runs and make rather liberal use of the 
International Scale of River Difficulty. 
Such criticism is not entirely unfounded. 
For example, the Meatgrinder section of 
the Crystal River, which previous guide- 
book authors have dismissed as all but . 
unnavigable (and on which, in '94,l 
watched a friend commit a small miscue 
which nearlv cost him his life). is me- 
sented on page 62 as perfectly negotiable. 
"There is serious madient here combined 
with must-make moves" is the only state- 
ment which seems to acknowledge the po- 
tentially fatal consequences of a screw- 
up. Furthermore, after running some of 
the streams deemed "Class IV+" by the 
authors, I felt they merited a Class V rat- 
ing. Clearly this is a book written by 
highly skilled boaters whose experience 
at the gnarly outer limit of river naviga- 
bility has led them to assign arguable rat- 
ing to less difficult, yet still quite intense, 
whitewater. However, Banks and Eckardt 
emphasize that such assessments vary among 
individuals and that their o~inions should 
not replace the paddler's peEsonal judgment: 
"Rarely do we offer a drop-by-drop descrip- 
tion of a run. 'When in doubt, scout!"'(p.v). 

The number of copies I saw this summer 
in the hands of boaters or on the dashboards 
of parked shuttle vehicles indicates that Colo- 
rado Rivers and Creeks has already emerged 
as the cream of the state's whitewater guide- 
books. 

Q Hancock Independent Productions 1507 Decturst. N.W. Washington D.C.,20011 

r .t he most successful 
..kayak of all times...' 

-claimed a british whitewater 
rnagazine.So why don't we see it? 

Address in exile [from North Carolina]: 

fia(E at21733575 @ 
7 4 1 p5', '1 &r&29,Prague 8, Czech Rep. 

G-i mzg 8475Dockery,Blairsvilk,GaorgiaS12 

The n e w S t r a t ~ Q ~ a t  i ~ k a p k  
with the widest sweet spot -Again to 
inspire pretenders? Don't worry about it! 
You h a v e  been t o l d .  S e e  it!  
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Great Falls 
Race Video 
Available 
reviewed by Bob Gedekoh 

Great Falls Race: 1995 Produced by 
Bill Hancock, Directed by Sherry 
Hancock, Hancock Independent Produc- 
tions, 1507 Decatur St. N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20001. (202) 291-6393. 

Whitewater rodeo star and master 
hair boater Clay Wright says the Great 
Falls Race is "the best race going ... the 
steepest ... the shortest ... and the most 
fun." 

No one can deny that the 1995 race 
course, through the center of the 
Potomac's massive falls complex, was 
short and steep. As for fun ... well, all of 
the competitors in this video seem to be 
having a good time. But it surely must 
have been FUN of the SCARY variety. 

The 1995 event was moved to the cen- 
ter of the river because the Potomac was 
running too high to safely race the tradi- 
tional line over the Spout. But, as this 
video clearly demonstrates, the competi- 
tors did not get off easy. The center line 
features two steep, complex plunges, in 
the midst of a gauntlet of undercuts, boils 
and pourovers. 

As race coordinator Gil Rocha points 
out, "There are a multitude of slots ... go 
down the wrong slot and you won't make 
it." That's reassuring! 

Bill and Sherry Hancock used several 
cameras, strategically placed, to capture 
the action at the 95 race. As a conse- 
quence the entire course was filmed in its 
class V+ entirety. The video clearly dem- 
onstrates the complexities and dangers of 
the course; even to those of us who have 
never seen Great Falls. 

Virtually every competitor's descent 
down the treacherous course is included, 
and while there are a few close calls... 
flips and brushes with undercuts ... every- 
one makes it to the finish line intact. The 
video has been tightly edited by Charles 
Bokor, punctuated with brief interviews 
with several of the competitors. 

The camera work is professional and 
solid, so that it is easy to visualize the 
complexity of the line down the center. 

The video will surely be a priceless 
souvenir to those who were gutsy enough 
to take the challenge, while it allows the 
rest of us to vicariously experience the 
thrill of racing Great Falls. 
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ruce Babbitt celebrates Potomac River! 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt hosted a town meeting in Old Town Alexandria, 
rginia on October 20,1995, to celebrate the remarkable cleanup of the Potomac 
Jer. Boating groups from around the area made up a large part of those attanding 
s event -- including AWA staff, the Canoe Cruisers Association (CCA), the Potomac 
nservancy and the Blue Ridge Voyageurs. Woody Eicke, a CCA member and long- 
le paddler of the Potomac basin, spoke on behalf of the recreational boaters who 
ve enjoyed this resource for many years. 
Earlier that week Secretary Babbitt rafted a whitewater section of the James River 
ar Richmond, Virginia with AWA Regional Coordinator Charles Ware. These visits 
re part of a series of Regional Heritage Tours Babbitt has made since April to high- 
ht the success of America's environment and natural resource laws, and to inform 
:al citizens about efforts in Congress to repeal or defund these laws. Look for addi- 
nal information on Secretary Babbitt's activities in the January/February issue of 
nerican Whitewater. 
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yhotos. too to bottom bv Emilv Truckenmiller 

lom racer and U.S. Kayak Team 
Member, Scott Shipley, blazed his 
way down the class V course in the 
1995 Great Falls race to score a de- s 

cisive 2.28 second victory over second 
place finisher, Clay Wright. Third place 
was nailed down by Kurt Brdunlich. 
Kurt was 1.25 seconds behind Clay. 

In the C-1 class, the honors went to 
Ryan Bahn with Scott McCleshey coming 
in second and Adam Boyd, third. 

The course for the August 13,1995 
event was an exciting one, down the 
middle section of the falls with two steep 
drops and plenty of boils and pourovers 
to add spice. The final drop is known as 
the "Streamers". A wrong move here 
could mean a broken leg or worse. 

The annual Great Falls race is one of 
a series of "hair" races held around the 
country on rivers such as the North Fork 
of the Payette in Idaho, Gore Canyon in 
Colorado, and the Upper Youghiogheny. 

The Great Falls race was originated 
by Andy Bridge, CCA member and 
downriver C-1 champion. Andy orga- 
nized the first races through the Virginia 
side of Great Falls, including the dra- 
matic final drop over the "Spout". 

Unfortunately, the Spout has proven 
too hazardous for a race at certain water 
levels. In 1994, organizers decided to can- 
cel the race for this reason. 

The 1995 race was the first time the 
race has been run at levels deemed too 
high for the Virginia side. The level this 
year was 3.47 on the Little Falls gauge. 
1995 race coordinator, Gil Rocha, is cred- 
ited with the idea of running different 
routes through the falls as water levels 
changed to avoid another race cancella- 
tion. 
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Above: Olympian Scott Shipley, Photo by John Cushing 
Below:Streamers, the final drop of 1995 Great Falls Race. Photo by John Cushing 

The center route through Great Falls, I 
which is often run at higher levels than 
the Virginia side. was ~ioneered bv local I 
expert,%hris   odd. ~ t t h e  expense of 
some bone. skin. and cartilage over the I 
past few years, dhris identified the most 
feasible route in this section. 

There were 31 entrants in the 1995 
race. Three C-1 boats and 28 kayaks. The 
full results and times were as follows: 

C-1: 
1 - Ryan Bahn (1:00:08); 2 - Scott 

McCleshey (1:03:68), 3 - Adam Boyd 
(1:11:99) 

K-1: -- -. 

1 - Scott Shipley (48:40), 2 - Clay 
Wright (51:21), 3 - Kurt Brdunlich (52:46), 
4 - Sam Drevo (53:46), 5 - Chris H. (53:86), 
6 - Louis Geltman (56:15), 7 - Howard 
Tidwell (57:30), 8 - Silcis Treadway and 
Kvle Marinello (57:80 TIE). 9 - Martin 
~karil(59:58),  10 - Gil  ha (1:00:46), 11 
- Robert Kelly (1:00:68), 12 - Tom ("Blood 
Dog") Brothers (1:02:90), 13 - Alex 
Markoff (1:04:18), 14 - Andrew McEwan 
(1:05:09), 15 - Dave Bruton (1:06:68), 16 - 
Jerry Jascomb (1:07:08), 17 -Tom 
McEwan (1:07:48), 18 - Mike Hipsher 
(1:07:55), 19 - Ryan Goodrow (1:07:74), 20 - 
Rich Hoffman (1:07:86), 21 - Middy 
Tilghman (1:08:65), 22 - Chris Wilson 
(1:09:11), 23 - Dave Jeffrey (1:09:58), 24 - 
Ricky Rodriguez (1:11:33), 25 - Billy-Bob 
("Crash &BurnM) Taylor (1:15:61), 26 - 
Rich Drevo (1:32:99), and 27 - Ben Witt 
(1:33:30). 
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Zbel W i n s  

Fifteenth Upper Yough Race Raging Success 

For the fourteenth time in fifteen years Roger Zbel 
posted the fastest time in the Upper Yough Downriver 
Race, held in western Maryland on August 28. Zbel, owner 
of Precision Rafting, paddled the four plus mile class IV- 
V course in a wildwater kayak, as did seven of the top ten 
finishers. 

Whitewater innovator and squirtmeister Jeff Snyder 
finished second. John Weld, head kayak instructor at 
Riversport and regular columnist for American 
Whitewater, finished third. 

Fourth place went to hair boater extraordinaire' 
Howard Tidwell, paddling a Wavehopper.Tidwel1 had 
only paddled the Upper Yough once before in the plastic 
wildwater boat. Fifth place went to race organizer and 
boat designer Jesse Whittemore, also paddling a 
Wavehopper. Veteran Upper Yough guide Steve KaufTman 
finished sixth. 

The fastest time in a slalom kayak was posted by Bob 
Vernon, who finished seventh overall, demonstrating, 
once again, the virtues of cross training. Vernon owns 
Whitetail Biking in nearby Morgantown, West Virginia. 
Eighth place went to local favorite Rick Gusic in a 
Wavehopper. 

The second and third fastest times in slalom kayaks 
were posted respectively by veteran riverman Ted New- 
ton and local high school teacher and wrestling coach 
Scott Stough, who finished ninth and tenth overall. 

Cara Burrell O'Brien placed first in the women's divi- 
sion, followed by Coleen Laffey and Jane Allison 
Andraka. 

John Dierdorf beat out Russell Ford, Jr. and Kathy 
Howerton in the open boat division. 

For a number of competitors this year's race was a 
family affair. Howard Tidwell's cousin, Clay Wright, who 
had just returned from his impressive performance at the 
World Rodeo Championship in Europe, posted the fourth 
fastest time in a slalom boat and twelfth overall. 
Whitewater guru Tom McEwan of the Valley Mill Camp 
in Washington D.C. finished fourteenth, son Andrew, age 
14, finished 30th. Ambrose Tuscano finished 34th, ahead 
of his father, AWA Director Barry Tuscano, who tackled 
the race in a K-2 with partner Emile Ledonne. And Steven 
Andraka beat his wife Jane to the finish line with just a 
minute to spare. 

The times of most competitors were one to two min- 
utes longer than those they had posted during the 1994 
race, when the river was running several inches higher. 

The traditional post race party and awards ceremony, 
hosted by Jesse Whittemore, was held that evening in the 
town park. A wavehopper, donated by Perception was 
auctioned for $800, which was donated to the AWA for 
river conservation efforts. Barbecued chicken, an open 
keg and the hot, eclectic sounds of the band Parhelion 
capped the festivities, making the 15th Upper Yough Race 
a whitewater affair to remember. 

1995 Results 
Last. First Name 

Zbel, Roger 
Snyder, Jeff 
Weld, John 
Tidwell, Howard 
Whittemore, Jess 
Kauffman, Steve 
Vernon, Bob 
Gusic, Rick 
Newton, Ted 
Stough, Scott 
Herrera, Mike 
Wright, Clay 
Beaks, Jason 
McEwan, Tom 
Clapp, Tracy 
Stump, Charles 
Gedekoh, Bob 
Gavin, Tim 
Hipgrave, Chris 
Cornwell, John 
Allen, Bob 
Geltman, Louis 
Casey, Kurt 
Tomko, Dean 
Sullivan, Jason 
O'Brien, Chara 
Heller, Bill 
Kruger, Ken 
Kyser, Ken 
McEwan, Andrew 
Lieb, Doug 
Hoda, Paul 
Laffey, Colleen 
Tuscano, Ambrose 
Sarich, Dan 
Emerick, Chris 
Joly, Brian 
Hoffman, Rich 
Stano, Michael 
Heffeman, Rich 
Schreiber, Eric 
Bokor, Charlie 
Knechtel, Jeff 
Jacobson-Bassage 
Tuscano-Ledonne 
Brindle, Mathew 
Andraka, Steven 
Greiner, Joe 
McCoy, Matthew S. 
Bahn, Ryan 
Coleman, Thomas G. 
Milligan, Mike 
Varble, Derek 
Andraka, Jane Allison 
Piraino, Chris 
Williams, Ladd 
Wilson, Susan 
McCarty, Michael 
Fledgle, Bill 
Black, Dave 
Alexander, Ron 
Ruehle, Deb 
Young, Bill 
Gittings, Carl 
Derdorf, John 

Class Finish Time 
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k l  
k l  
k l  
k l  
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k l  
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k l  
tP 
k l  
OC 

McClintock. Michael c1 0:45:23:04 
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Key: kl- slalom kayak, wwkl- wildwater 
kayak, wh- wavehopper, cl- closed canoe, oc- open 
canoe, k2- two man kayak, tp- topolino kayak 

Whitewater veterans Chuck Stump and Dean Tomko battle for position 
in the 1995 Upper Yough Race, Photo generously donated by Wild 
Rivers Photo Service, Ohiopyle, PA. Photo by Skip Seeman . . 

Ford, Russell P. Jr. oc 0:46:02:55 
Howerton, Kathy oc 0:47:15:73 
Norton, Patric C. k l  0:48:51:02 
Adams, Barry k l  0:53:23:66 
Joffrion, Paul oc 1:06:26:42 

The organizers and competitors of the 1995 Up- 
per Yough Race would like to thank the following 
for their generous support: 

*$0-200 Rudy's Ski Shop, High Mtn.Sports, 
North American River Runners, White Water Ad- 
ventures, Riversport School of Kayaking, Aquatic 
Center, Attitude, Prijon Kayaks, Ohiopyle Trad- 
ing Post, Chuck Stump, Laurel Highlands River 
Tours, Ohiopyle Prints. 

*$200-400 Wilderness Voyagers, Barb 
Grossman and Ann Kierski 

*$400- 600 Demaree Inflatable Boats 
*$600-800 Mountain Surf Inc. 
*Very special tbanks to Perception Kayaks for 

their exceptional support, valued at  well over 
$1000. 

Thanks also to David Boyd for computerizing 
the entries and results; to Mountain Surf for the use of their 
computer/ Xerox and for tolerating the race day pandemo- 
nium; to Barry Tuscano for lighting; to the AWA for man- 
power, especially Rich Bowers, Rich Hoffman and Pope Bar- 
row; to the Wild Rivers Photo Service of Ohiopyle and to 
Nancy Zbel and Ann Kierski for bagging the prizes. 

And most of all, thanks to Jesse and Sharon Whittemore 
for a job well done!!! 

' l ~ H l ( ; l l  - - ltl~~'J'i\~hl~~l< - -- - - \is;!!' .- l . g . > i t x  
Mohawk's new and revolutionary THIGH RETAINER takes 

the place of thigh straps or saddles with built-in thigh retainers. 
This innovative thigh retainer holds its shape so the paddler eas- 
ily slips into "paddling position" without readjustment or having 
the hassle of getting into thigh straps. 

This new system quickly and easily adjusts, with a stainless 
steel cam buckle, to fit any size paddler. By pulling on a single 
strap, located just forward of your lap, both legs are released at 
once for a quick exit. The  four inch width of the unit and its thick 
micro cell foam give very comfortable and firm support to your 
thighs and hold you firmly in the boat with very little knee lift. 
This unit will retro fit most foam saddles and pedestals. 

Mohawk has a new foam saddle with integrated quick release thigh retainer and 
knee wedges. It holds you comfortable and firmly in place and is adjustable so it 
will fit practically anyone. 

"So quick and easy to get in and out of: No thigh straps to mess with and it holds mefinn- 
ly in place, yet it is very comfortable." (Jeff Richards - Steep creeker, winner 1992 
Ocoee Rodeo &Winner 1994 short boat class Dixie Division (slalom races). 

" I b  used a Mohawk thigh retainer on big water in Costa Rica, the Upper Yough and 
Steep Creeks and it? justgr~at. It is extremely comfortable and holds you tight(? in the boat. 
Itfits anyone, is easy in and out, andlast btct not least, p d  on one strap that is practical- 
[? in your lap and it releases both legs at once. The students in my canoe rolling classes just 
love it". (Mike Aronoff - ACA Instructor, Washington DC area.) 

"MohawkS new thigh 
retainer is great! Real4 
holds you in the boat, yet so 
quick and eary to get in and 
out of: It  quick()^ aajusts to 
flt all sizes of our students. 
The pull-one-strap release 
for both legs is the easiest 
release I've seen and it sure 
is comfortable." (Bob 
Latham - Longtime ACA 
Trainer). 

rlOHAWK'S SADDLE 
" . . ..'" 

3 M\W :\S AHM'E \TI0 ! - 
Y.4KIS1.4 P00YI' BRACES 

- 
MOHAWK GZNOES - 963 COIJNTRY ROAI) 427 1V - LONGWOOD FI. 32750 

THIGI-I PHONE:407 8343233 FAX: 407 834 0292 ONE SIZE WID-RINGS 1 $39.95 
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An assault on our wav of life. 

ous thing they own to their ve- 
with a ... strap. Can you imag- 

ed up mess of rope. 

It's really all my fault. Several 
It has 

started. 
ere must be 

a way LO stop it. 
This, this ... dare.1 say 

the "S" word? This thing is 
invading our collective psyche and 

destroying the fabric of paddle mania. It 
threatens to erode the very foundation of 
our sport. I know by now you are with 
me in identifying this terrible thing as ... 
STRAPS. 

Ohhh, I said it. Yuck. Can you be- 
lieve anybody would affix the most pre- 

years ago I began to notice that some of 
my-friends were using straps. I didn't 
pay any attention. I just figured they 
didn't know any better and would soon 
shape up. Finally, it all came home to me 
when a long time die hard rope paddler 
buddy of mine C-wp-r Ch-db-rn (I have 
clearly disguised his name so as not to 
cause embarrassment) bought straps. 
What's more he even uses them! 

Mommas tell your children, daddies 
be ready with the shotgun. It's time to 
make a stand and fight this thing. Tie 
your boats on with ropes, and lots of 
them. Remember the question is to knot 
and knot some more, that it be nobler 
than not knot. You'll thank me later. 

Editor's note: Pete Fey wrote this 
while recovering from a boating mishap. 
We hope he's feeling better. 

Whitewater Kayaking in Chile 
It 5 the trip of a lqetime! 

Expediciones Chile trips are more than just paddling challenging 
rivers. They're an extraordinary experience. Imagine the best 

day of paddling you've ever had, greeted at the end of the day by 
an ox cart shuttle capped with a relaxing sauna and massage. Our 
trips have gained an international reputation-the best-of-the-best. 

Please contact us for more information. 

Expediciones Chile 
333 Earl's Road, Bryson City, NC 2871 3 

Cornpusewe 71 774,756 
Fax 7041488-9082 

Phone 5001488-9082 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

DROPLETS 
by Gary Rempe 

Droplets draped over hilltops as rain's splendid sheet, 
sparkling pure ecstasy, with light, they openly meet. 

Shimmering, shining, spectrum, playing love as a vessel for light, 
bending, arching, falling through infinite rainbows of life. 

Spittering, spattering, sputtering they finally sound, 
drops, gurgling and then gushing 

through greenery and gravel I I 
down, always down. 

Singing glassy waves, humming tight chutes, 
SUMMER OF 1996 

screaming falls, whistling eddies, 
dancing over ledges into holes in the sun, GUEST HOUSING AGENCY FOR THE ROWING 

life amid boulders the bubbling essence of fun! AND SPRINT CANOEIKAYAK EVENTS - 

Slowly so slowly new paths forever sketch mother's fleeting face, 
on Lake Lanier, Gainesville, Georgia 

slvlv how slyly worn gradient lessens a frantic pace. Rental Homes, Apartments or Single Rooms in - - 
Slyly how slyly timesteals splashy youth from thee, 

slower now slower a melancholy meandering to the sea. 
Bed and Breakfast Style Arrangements. 

6, 12, 18 or 30 Multiple Stays. 
No obstacles now, more dead than alive they quietly brew, 

stolid, stationed, in a death salted stew. 
Rates from $1 0 0 . 0 0  per ~ o o m  ~ight .  Some 

They dream of their former journey now more dream than life, with Lake Views, Lake Access Or Pt'hdeges. 
filled with hope someday to find again true being in strife. Quality Housing at Reasonable Rates. 

Lucky are they for this hope may come true, LANIER HOUSING INC. 
life would somberly cease were it me or you. 1 -404-71 8-5279 

For them, enviable them, a circular existence all that's known, 
a life of second chances, their vibrant cycle, their home. FAX 1 -404-287-31 14 

To explore North Carolina's Cullasaja, 
Thompson, and W Fork French Broad Rivers, 
send $26.95 + $3.00s&h US. funds to: 
WILDSIDE PRODUCT IONS 
871 8 Whitehorse Road, Suite 103-C 
Greenville, SC 2961 1 
----------- 

h a m  
I Address 

-I 
City State - 

I 

Serving the 
paddling sports 

since 1969 1 
SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat 

RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak 
RAPID - Proven ffeestyle winner 

Still made using tough cross-linked polyethylene construction 

Our SEDA Sea Kayak line consists of the famous Glider, 
Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond. 

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoes are highly 
regarded by customers throughout the nation and Canada. 

Our SEDA accessories include Coast Guard approved lifevests, 
top design wet suits and a comprehensive line of whitewater and 
flatwater gear. 

I Call today for our 40 page bargain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you. I 
I SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950 

Tel: 6191336 2444 
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THE ALPHA 
DOG'S 
by Carroll Wilson 

About the time I was getting to be quite 
good at open canoeing I met Linda. 

I guess you could say it's set me back a 
little. 

Actually we met, not on the river, but on a 
foot trail during a work trip sponsored by the 
Alabama Trails Association. We were assigned 
to a common task, and during casual conserva- 
tion I learned she had taken a basic kayaking 
course. She seemed to intimate that she 
wouldn't mind paddling with me sometime. 

After a winter of pedestrian dating, she be- 
gan paddling (competently) in the bow of my 
tandem boat. I had been paddling solo for about 
ten years and tandem canoeing had always been, 
in my view, an activity suitable only for 
telepaths. But Linda's company made up for the 
inherent diametrics of the act. Meanwhile, I 
learned from her to identify dwarf iris, bottle 
gentian, and cardinal flower on the 
streambanks. Early on I mistook her distaste 
for certain types of people for misanthropy, but I 
was also impressed by the good taste she had 
demonstrated in liking me. "I'm the undeniably 
best of intermediate paddlers. And the top river- 
lover in this part of the country," I would boast. 

"Yeah, yeah," she answered disdainfully. 
I had lived much of my life in the abstract; 

whereas Linda, lived hers in the experential. 
When I advocated exporting - even extirpating - 
exotic creatures from North America, Linda ob- 
jected, pointing out that those creatures didn't 
ask to be brought here. We did manage to agree 
that homicidal grizzlies deserve better than a 
death sentence for their puzzling taste in human 
flesh. I didn't even have to explain to Linda why 
I sometimes broke into a few lines of Led Zeppe- 
lin upon spying a black dog. 

When I asked her if she wanted to read 
Walbridge's River Safetv Rewrt, she declined. 
"Worrying", she said, "that's your department." 

"Yeah, yeah." 
After a few months of her borrowing or 

renting a kayak, I bought Linda a Dancer for our 
second Valentine's Day. I still paddled Class 
Three rivers sometimes, but Linda has two chil- 
dren, so out-of-state trips to the dam-controlled, 
whitewater meccas in summer were usually not 
practical for us. "This anemic ectomorph of a 
river!" I growled one summer afternoon as we 
floated a placid stretch of the Cahaba. (In truth, 
I begrudged the whitewater we were missing 
two hundred miles away.) 

"I -- LIKE this river," she replied, as if that 
settled it, and right then and there I guess it did. 

One of the things I dearly loved was taking 
a group of newcomers down one of my favorite 
rivers. Linda made me see how 
unempathetically I did this. "You know, I can't 

rollow you down a rapid," she told me after a 
trip on the Coosa one day. "You park in the first 
eddy you come to, and then I'm on my own in a 
strange rapid." 

Nolo contendere. 
I challenged her dog's infidelity one 

evening. The mutt had left my petting to solicit 
attention from Linda. "Of course he's gonna 
come to me when he sees me," she said. "I'm the 
alpha dog!" 

"The alpha dog! Well, if you're the alpha 
dog, what does that make me?" I protested. 

"The alpha dog's consort." 
During a weekend kayaking clinic on the 

Nantahala, Linda was bumped into the class be- 
low because the instructor wasn't satisfied with 
her roll. I met her on the road to Lost Mine, car- 
rying her kayak, a crestfallen look on her face. 
"You have every reason to be where you are," I 
said, trying to raise her sunken spirits. "How 
many times have you been kayaking, total? 

Don't you think there was a time when Bunny 
Johns was at your level?" 

"I seriously doubt it." she replied. 
I sensed in her the same difference I had 

felt in my first whitewater classes. That "I wish 
I could pick it up a little faster" feeling. I felt a 
bond between us and it caused me to love her 
even more than ever. 

I still sometimes paddle without her. She 
simply doesn't cotton to cold water, and in Ala- 
bama, whitewater is usually cold. But I occa- 
sionally buy her paddling gear, and often pref- 
ace the giving with the words: "What I'm about 
to give you be a selfish gift. Something 
that enables me to spend time with you ..." 

"Yeah, yeah." 
A few years ago I would have told any self- 

respecting canoeist not to become "unequally 
yoked" with a kayaker. But in April of 1993, at a 
church just outside Birmingham, I did just that. 

And we're now a probate flotilla. 

k -  I A All seams glued & blind stitched. A Velcro wrist strap. 

A Ergonomically wt & designed specifically for paddling. 

PO Box 2895 Sea Beach. CA 90740 or check out your local Paddle store 
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THE FLOW OF A RIVER 
by Rich Drevo 

I feel life like the journey of a river. 
Bends behind, the past has blended into 
an awareness of what might lie ahead: 
bluffs, desert, wilderness, and glacial val- 
leys. I dream of the color. I wonder 
whether my next day will roar through 
canyon rapids or coast down glassy 
streams. Either way, the flood of time 
pushes me onward to new, strange, and 
distant places. 

I search for familiar rhythms in 
the water's play while dancing to its free- 
spirited lyric. I aspire to understand the 
river's creativity, but I also know limits 
to both the river's course and my fate. 
There is poetry in the river's fluctuating 
currents but the river cannot avoid its 
eventual cycle to the sea. I'm empowered 
with free-will, but I cannot escape the 
events around me and the traits that 

shape my destiny. I admire the river's 
ceaseless engagement towards its desti- 
nation. To match the river's ease and fi- 
nesse is to live completely, to rejoice in 
God's higher calling which encourages 
life ever-forward. 

Spring. The river is witness to an ex- 
traordinary journey, illustrating life's 
changing tempo. After a heavy rain, the 
river is born. At first: a trickle of water 
in a tiny gully atop a mountain ridge. 
The flow of water builds. It tumbles off 
the ridge into a gulch, forming a turbu- 

. 

lent creek. As whitewater rushes down 
steep gradient, there is erosion from the 
banks and debris is swept downstream. 
The stream enters a deeper and more 
rugged gorge. Between car-sized boul- 
ders and fallen trees, the river traverses 
a spectacular world rarely seen. Pictur- 

THE EPIC ROCKY MOUNTAIN WHITEWATER 
SUMMER OF 95 

"MELTDOWN MADNESSnIS A CUTTING EDGE, HIGH-ACTION WHITEWATER 
KAYAKING VIDEO WHICH WAS FIUED DURING THE HIGH WATER SUHHER 
OF 95. FAST PACED WHITEWATER ACTION IS INTERTWINED WITH 
SUPER SURFING HILARIOUS STUNTS AND BEAUTIFUL SCENERY TO 

CR&TE A TOP NOTCE WHITEWATER VIDEO. 

PRESENTED BY: A FUNDRAISER 
FOR THE 
AMmICAN 
WHITEWATER 
AFFILIATION 

SCHEDULED FOR 
RELEASE : 
GAULEYFEST 95 

WATCH THIS VIDEO & 
SAVE A RIVER 

esque waterfalls cascade from the high 
canyon walls into remote valleys of foam- 
blasted boulder gardens. In narrow pas- 
sages the water produces boils from its 
constriction. As tributaries converge on 
the river, the water gains momentum. 
The river pounds along the base of the 
ridge with merciless finality. The awe- . 
some power sweeps away even massive 
trees. 

Finally, the gradient slows and the 
water descends to feed a vast channel. At 
the confluence, the fury of rapids sub- 
sides to a gentle rushing; a steady 
rhythm. Gradually, the land flattens. 
The river winds for miles in wilderness 
where life thrives. Geese, deer and bears 
take refuge in the river's cool depths. 
Salmon and trout dart in its waters. 
There is abundant plant-life along the 
banks that flourishes from rich mineral 
deposits left by the current. Nature's 
color is vivid and alive. In colorful re- 
flections the river's carefree whispers 
suggest an enchanted land. The river's 
rhythm is a pulse: it's the blood of the 
land. Its cycle is a catalyst for life. The 
river moves on. It passes open plains, 
marshes and tidal waters. Finally, the 
water reunites with the sea. 

I feel harmony and contrast in the 
river's journey. The water depicts the 
seasons of my emotions and my loyalty to 
life's higher calling. The fresh rain fill- 
ing the river conjures the release that I 
feel from emotion. I imagine the building 
of faith and self confidence in the conver- 
gence of tributaries. The beauty and 
power of rapids mirror the freedom 
found in self-expression. In the river's 
renewal of life I feel God's grace: the ele- 
ment of selflessness that calls us to im- 
prove life in the world. The river's peace- 
ful end parallels contentment. But there 
is also the irony of water's infinite cycle: 
the unsettling feeling, a confirmation 
that life moves on. I feel called by the 
river's flow. 

When I'm successful, I shine to those 
around me: I'm the breathtaking reflec- 
tions in the river on a brilliant day. 
When it is dark and cold, I'm a lonely 
traveler, unsure of my destination; I'm 
the waters of the river reflecting the cu- 
mulus of my contemplation. 

Other times, I slip silently along, pur- 
suing the distant cry of unanswered ques- 
tions. I revel in the innocence of discov- 
ery and the promise of reaching the next 
bend. I know that my trip will be long 
and difficult, but I'm satisfied that mys- 
tery and excitement await. 
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Yes, I want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to : American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible contribu- 
tion of $25.00 ($30 Canada, $35 overseas) to help conserve our 
whitewater resources and promote river safety. 
. . 

I I would like to make an additional contribution to AWA's : 
................e~.e...eeaeoeoe Whitewater Defense Project as indicated below. 

Let  $25 find a hole in your pocket - New Member - Renewal Join the AWA today 
1s whitewater access an important issue to you? How about the con- AWA membership dues .............. $25.00 and receive American : 

servation of your favorite runs? The AWA plays tough when it comes to m p  $ - Whitewater at home! ....................... 
preserving, protecting and restoring our whitewater resources. And you Total amount $ - ............................... 

Yes, I would be interested in being an AWA volunteer. can help. Your $25 annual membership fee is funneled directly into our 

effective river access and conservation programs. Plus every member re- . 
m 

ceives a subscription to American Whitewater- the best whitewater 
- 

magazine in the world! Isn't it time you joined? 

1 
I 
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Down 

by James Knobbs 

This rafting adventure started as 
many of the trips that I'm involved in be- 
gin: very poorly. Because of the type of 
work I do, I rarely have weekends off. 
This makes finding paddling partners 
next to impossible. Trying to find some 
company on this weekday was no excep- 
tion, 

I finally located another paddler who 
also happened to have a crappy job. At 
least I wouldn't be rafting completely by 
myself. 

Now don't get me wrong; mid-week 
rafting is something that I actually pre- 
fer. No lines at the put-ins, no jerks from 
the University's outdoor program tossing 
beer-cans in the river, no outfitters at the 
take out trying to pick up my stuff be- 
cause theirs is strewn all across the 
ramp. 

I often opt to float rivers that I al- 
ready know or rivers that are easier than 
I would like, simply because I know I'll 

be the only boat on the water. (This con- 
cession to good judgment is the only one 
I exhibit). On this trip, my lone compan- 
ion, Phil, and I decided we would tackle 
the class three upper section of the 
Suiattle river, near Darrington, WA. 

Since my Scout was in the shop and 
Phil drove a Porsche 914 (the true 
Volkswagen of Porsches), we decided 
that an R-2 float would be just the thing. 
We strapped my 10.5 foot self-bailer with 
paddles wrapped inside to the top of his 
car, threw his mountain-bike on the rear 
carrier, and left Seattle. 

We got to the take-out at Rat-Trap 
bridge and stashed Phil's bike in the 
bushes along with some dry clothes for 
the shuttle. We continued to Sulphur 
Creek and took our first good look at the 
river. It is as the guidebook says, a rela- 
tively young river, winding its way down 
from Glacier Peak to its confluence with 
the Sauk. Very recently it had cut a new 

We have what you 're 
looking fo r... 

Whatever it is, you'll find it in our 88-page color catalog, 
which is the biggest and most comprehensive 

in the whitewater business. 

We are Whitewater Raft specialists, 
but we're also paddlers, and we carry the best names 

in the business. Call or write for your copy of 
THE Whitewater Catalog 

Cascade 
O U T F I T T E R S  

P.O. Box 209, Springfield, OR 97477 1 -800-223-RAFT (7238) 

:hannel through Sulphur Creek camp- 
pound, and it appeared that this was a 
very common occurrence. The water was 
very milky with glacial silt and quite 
:old (probably that glacier thing again). 

We prepared our boat, donned our 
wetsuits and got going. As expected, we 
were the only people boating, though we 
did get the usual, "y'all must have shit 
For brains" stare from the lone troglodyte 
kying up some hash browns (accent on 
the "browns") at a nearby campsite. 

The first couple of miles went by very 
quickly as the river dropped about 85' per 
mile. But though the gradient was what I 
consider pretty steep, there were no ma- 
jor drops; it was like a two mile long wa- 
ter slide with lots of waves and rocks to 
avoid. We were very fortunate that there 
were no logjams or strainers in this sec- 
tion since there were also no eddies. 

Presently the river flattened some- 
what and the channel began to braid. 
Now there were many logs in the river, 
but we only had to portage twice ... kind 
of. After our second portage, we were 
floating down a very swift portion of the 
river when it took a sudden turn to the 
left. As we rounded the curve, what 
should come into view, but a beautiful 
old growth Douglas Fir, sprawling di- 
rectly across the river in front of us. 
This log was five feet in diameter, about 
two-thirds of which was above the sur- 
face of the river. It made a perfect bridge 
across the channel, with the river mak- 
ing a perfectly symmetrical cushion 
across its face the width of the stream. 
Unfortunately for us, both banks up- 
stream of the log were heavily overhung 
with brush. Our only option was to stop 
on a small mid-stream gravel island 
about ten yards upstream from the log. 

We ran the raft aground and pon- 
dered our dilemma. From our position 
on the island it seemed unlikely that we 
could ferry to shore before being swept 
into the log. And the overhanging black- 
berry bushes made the banks even more 
unappealing. 

Having no good options, we decided 
to move the raft to the downstream side 
of the island, have Phil get in the front of 
the raft while I waded the stern as far 
downstream as I dared. Then I would 
hop into the back of the raft as it ap- 
proached the log. When the bow got to 
the cushion on the upstream side of the 
log, Phil was to jump out on top of the log, 
pulling the bow up after him, and I was to 
scramble up the length of the raft and 
join him in pulling our craft over the log. 

I will be the first one to admit that 
this was not a particularly good plan, but 
it was all we could come up with. 

Everything worked smoothly until it 
came time to pull the front of the raft up 
onto the log. Phil jumped up onto the log 
as planned, but was taken aback by the 
speed at which I joined him. I was up on 
the log almost before he was (having a 
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great desire to not experience the under- 
side of the log). We were a bit too slow 
hauling the raft onto the log, and the cur- 
rent grabbed the stern and pulled it un- 
der the log. But we still had the greater 
part of the raft in our possession (as well 
as our hides), so we were feeling pretty 
good. 

To free our raft we hung from the 

bow downstream over the log. 
Phil, who at the time was somewhat 

heavier than me, was taking his turn 
hanging off the bow when the boat came 
free. Unexpectedly. Phil went off into 
the river, and the boat followed him end 
for end. I grabbed the gear we had taken 
off the raft, and jumped into the river af- 

*+a - 
!ky frame. 

ter them. I caught the raft with Phil still 
underneath and hauled it to the shallows. 
He extricated himself, we righted the raft 
and took stock. 

No one got hurt, we didn't lose any 
gear, and most importantly, no one saw 
us looking foolish. Yes, there are cer- 
tainly a lot of positives to mid-week boat- 
ing. 

Take the Wild Ride! 
The highly entertaining, yet instructional video of the world's best rodeo 
kayakers at the Rodeo Worlds. See them land big air back in the hole, 
and hear them explain how to learn the moves. See what else lurks in 

the brains of career playboaters. 5 2  Minutes. $29.95 I 
"My husband borrowed this tape from a friend, and after 5 days of watching it, he had to 
return it. But he got depressed, and went into withdrawal. So I needed to buy him one. "- 

Eileen Butchkowski, Petersburg, PA 
"M you are a whitewater buff, "Wild Ride" belongs in your library" - Paddler 

"Rad stuff for the whitewater junkie, but you can actually learn something" - Canoe I 
The Kayaker's Edge This fast paced instructional video unlocks 

the secrets behind basic and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing 
and sidesurfing, rolling and bracing. 5 8  minutes. $29.95 

"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside I 
So10 Playboating! Inspiring instructional video packed with 

information for open canoeists. Includes basic strokes and rolling. $29.95 
"Entertaining ... super job of presenting technical points. Nicely paced. ..fun to watch. " - 

Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs I 
Performance Sea Kayaking ... the basicsandbeyond 59  minutes $29.95 NEW! 

The C-1 Challenge Fun, instructional video for decked canoe paddlers. 2 4  min. $19.95 
The Citizen Racers Workshop All the basics of whitewater slalom for the curious paddler or 

beginner racer. Learn about Olympic Slalom! 18 minutes. $19.95 I 
Available from most stores and catalogs, OR send tape price plus $4.00 shipping to: 

Performance Video & Instruction, 550  Riverbend, Durango, CO 81 301 1 
(970)259-1361 (970)259-4148 fax 

I gaze at the current. 
Its whirling blue so simple. 
It has one engagement: flow on. 
Knowing not where it heads, 
bothering never to inquire. 
Innocently meandering 

through forested hills. 
Minding not the life, that sucks 

at its corners. 

A fish reaches up for vermin, 
amiably joining the serene 

mountain backdrop. 
A splash stretches out after. 

The sound is a start. 
A deer scans about. Feels all is 

right. 
Quenches its thirst in the rich 

mountain air. 
The ripples head lazily out, that 

being their duty. 
Never denying the simple their 

place. 

The stream flows undisturbed. 
Trickles join in, adding to the 

grandeur. 
The flow flows on. 
Simply flowing on, flowing on. 

Simply. 
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I stroke my paddle with the 
calm of simplicity. 
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ADK Genesee Chapter 
c/o Jerry Hargrave 
47 Thorpe Crescent 
Rochester. NY 14616 

ADK Schenectady 
P.O. Box 733 
Schenectady, NY 12301 

Adobe Whitewater Club 
P.O. Box 3835 
Albuquerque, NM 87190 

AMC Berkshire Chapter 
C/O Mike Zabre 
34 Russell Street 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

AMC Boston Chapter 
C/O Jim Cavo 
33 Chester Avenue 
Waltham, MA 02154 

AMC Connecticut Chapter 
C/O Jan Larkin 
15 1 Hamilton Drive 
Manchester, CT 06040 

AMC Maine Chapter 
C/O Wolfgang W. Kaiser 
P.O. Box 331 
Woolwich, ME 04579 

AMC New Hampshire 
Chapter 
d o  Stanley J. Solomon 
4 Whittier Road 
Lexington, MA 02173-1717 

AMC New York 
d o  Trudy L. Wood 
41 W. 96th St., Apt. 3C 
New York, NY 10025 

AMC S.E. Mass. 
c/o Mark KSm 
49 Record Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 

America Outdoors 
P.O. Box 1348 
Knoxville, TN 37901 

Club Andino Bariloche 
20 de Febrero 30 
(8400) Bariloche 
Argentina 

Appalachian Paddling 
Enthusiasts 
c/o YMCA 
P.O. Box 60 
Erwin, TN 37650 

Arkansas Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 1843 
Little Rock, AR 72203 

Atlanta Whitewater Club 
P.O. Box 33 
Clarkston, GA 30021 

Badger State Boating Society 
C/O Karin Papenhausen 
918 E. Knapp #5 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Bayou City Whitewater Club 

P.O. Box 980782 
Houston, TX 77098 

Beartooth Paddlers 
P.O. Box 20432 
Billings, MT 59104 

Birmingham Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 951 
Birmingham, AL 35201 

Blue Ridge River Runners 
P.O. Box 10243 
Lynchburg, VA 24501 

Bluegrass Wildwater Assoc. 
P.O. Box 4231 
Lexington, KY 40544 

Boat Busters Anonymous 
2961 Hemingway Ave. 
Oakdale, MN 55128 

Buck Ridge Ski Club 
P.O. Box 179 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 

Burned Out Canoe Club 
C/O Fred Vaughn 
Box 15 
McConnell, WV 25646 

Canoe Club of Greater 
Harrisburg 
C/O Mary Klaue 
R.D. 1, Box 421 
Middleburg, PA 17842 

Canoe Cruisers Association 
C/O Mac Thornton 
322 10th Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Carolina Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 12932 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

Central Georgia River 
Runners 
P.O. Box 6563 
Macon, GA 3 1208 

Central New York 
Whitewater Club 
C/O Nancy Howells 
RR 1, Box 77D 
Momsville, NY 13408 

Chicago Whitewater Assoc. 
d o  Marge Cline 
1343 N. Portage 
Palatine, IL 60067 

Chota Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 8270 
University Station 
Knoxville, TN 37916 

Clarkson Outing Club 
Box 8565 
Potsdam, NY 13699-8565 

Club Adventure 
C/O Adventure Quest 
P.O. Box 184 
Woodstock, VT 05091 

Coastal Canoeists Inc. 
P.O. Box 566 
Richmond, VA 23204 

Colorado Rocky Mm. School 
d o  Bob Campbell 
1493 Rd. 106 
Carbondale, CO 81623 

Colorado Whitewater 
Association 
P.O. Box 4315 
Englewood, CO 80155-4315 

Coosa River Paddling Club 
C/O Lonnie Carden 
Southern Trails, Inc. 
5 143 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

E. Tennessee Whitewater Club 
P.O. Box 5774 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774 

Eastern River Expeditions 
C/O Dave Kareken 
Box 1173 Moosehead Lake 
Greenville, ME 0444 1 

Foothills Paddling Club 
P.O. Box 6331 
Greenville, SC 29606 

Friends of the River 
Long Beachlorange County 
Chapter 
5 122 Greencap Avenue 
Irvine, CA 92714 

Garden State Canoe Club 
C/O Joseph F'ylka 
30 N. Greenwood Avenue, 
Apt. D 
Hopewell, NJ 08252 

Georgia Canoeing Assoc. 
P.O. Box 7023 
Atlanta, GA 30357 

Georgia Tech ORGT 
c/o Suzanne Beaumont 
SAC-0110 
Atlanta, GA 30332 

G.L.O.P. 
d o  James Tibensky 
P.O. Box 2576 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Greater Baltimore Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 591 
Ellicon City, MD 21041-1841 

Headwaters Paddling Assoc. 
Box 1392 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Holtwood Hooligans 
:lo Dave Rostad 
922 Marcia Lane 
Lancaster, PA 17601 

Hoofer Outing Club 
:/o Mike Sklavos, Water 
Safety 
Memorial Union 

800 Langdon Street 
MAdison, WI 53706 

Hoosier Canoe Club 
C/O Dave Ellis 
4770 N. Kessler Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 

Housataonic Canoe & Kayak 
C/O Robert Beringer 
12 Boltis Street 
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 

Huntsville Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 52 
Huntsville, AL 35804-0052 

Idaho Rivers United 
C/O Wendy Wilson 
Box 633 
Boise, ID 83701 

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm. 
C/O Ron Watters 
Box 8118, ISU 
Pocatello, ID 83209 

JPL Hiking & Backpacking 
Club 
C/O Philip G. Mullen 
3628 El Caminito #A 
La Crescenta, CA 91214- 
1713 

Kansas City Whitewater 
Club 
C/O G. Rebecca Stark 
5600 Kenwood Avenue 
Kansas City, MO 641 10 

Kayak & Canoe Club of 
Boston 
C/O Roger Belson 
Box 526 
Henniker, NH 03242 

Kayaking I-IV 
C/O Schumacher 
471 Hagemann Dr. 
Livermore, CA 94550 

KCCNY 
C/O Pierre De Rham 
P.O. Box 195 
Garrison, NY 10524 

Keelhaulers Canoe Club 
C/O Susan Vetrone 
2085 Halstead #4 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Lansing Oar & Paddle Club 
C/O Karl Pearson 
P.O. Box 26254 
Lansing, MI 48909 

Leaping Lounge Lizards 
c/o Rick Norman 
3437 E. Green St. 
Pasadena, CA 9 1 107 

Ledyard Canoe Club 
Box 9 
Hanover, NH 03755 

Lehigh Valley Canoe Club 

P.O. Box 4353 
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353 

Lower Columbia Canoe Club 
11231 NE Davis Street 
Portland, OR 97220 

Meramec River Canoe Club 
C/O Earl Biffle 
26 Lake Road 
Fenton, MO 63026 

Merrimack Valley Paddlers 
c/o George May 
157 Naticook Road 
Merrimack, NH 03054 

Metropolitan Canoe & Kayak 
P.O. Box 021868 
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040 

Missouri Whitewater Assoc. 
C/O Jeff Martin 
1742 Warmington Court 
Manchester, MO 63021 

Mohawk Canoe Club 
15 Andrea Lane 
Trenton, NJ 08619 

Monocacy Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 1083 
Frederick, MD 21702 

Moxie Gore Paddling Club 
P.O. Box 455 
South Paris, ME 04281-3455 

NORS 
C/O Mary McCurdy 
Box 6847 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

NOVA Riverunners Inc. 
P.O. Box 1129 
Chickaloon, AK 99674 

Ontario Voyageurs Kayak Club 
P.O. Box 41 
Adelaide Post Office 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8 
Canada 

Oregon Kayak and Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 692 
Portland, OR 97207 

Outdoor Adventure Club 
P.O. Box 402 
Dayton, OH 45404 

Outdoor Adventure Program 
Bldg. 2807 
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-5000 

Outdoor Centre of New England 
10 Pleasant St. 
Millers Falls, MA 01349 

Ozark Wilderness Waterways 
P.O. Box 16032 
Kansas City, MO 641 12 

Paddling Bares 
P.O. Box 22 
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022 

Palmetto Paddlers 
C/O Mandy Maier 
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284 Shoreline Drive 
Columbia, SC 29212 

Perception Kayak Club 
C/O Perception Inc. 
11 1 Kayaker Way 
Easley, SC 29640 

Philadelphia Canoe Club 
4900 Ridge Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19128 

P i e s  Peak Whitewater Club 
C/O Sarah Dentoni 
533 North Wahsatch Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80903-3001 

Project Challenge 
8306 Mills Drive, #I90 
Miami, FL 33183 

Rhode Island Canoe 
Association 
C/O Dave Hevner 
254 Bailey Woods Road 
Brooklyn, CT 06234 

River Rendezvous 
P.O. Box 888 
Telluride, CO 81435 

River Touring Section 
Sierra Club - Angeles 
Chapter 

d o  Dave Ewoldt 
9624 Saluda Avenue 
Tijunga, CA 91042 

Roanoke County Parks & 
Rec. 
C/O Bill Sgrhia 
1206 Kessler Mill Road 
Salem, VA 24153 

San Juan College Outdoor 
Program 
4601 College Boulevard 
Farmington, NM 87402 

Seauoia Paddling Club 
p.6. Box 1164 " 

Windsor, CA 95492 

Shasta Paddlers 
C/O David Bish 
1637 Cessna Court 
Redding, CA 96001 

Sierra Club Lorna Prieta 
C/O Dave Kim 
3309 Oxford Lane 
San Jose, CA 9.51 17 

Sierra Club RTS 
d o  Wini Heppler 
18 Columbia Circle 
Berkeley, CA 94708-2104 

s ' .  fl' & Y  

E S 
I.............. 

Sierra Nevada WW Club 
d o  Charlie Albright 
7500 Gladstone Drive 
Reno, NV 89506 

Smith River Valley Canoe Club 
C/O Hany B. Rhell, President 
15 Cleveland Avenue 
Martinsville, VA 241 12 

Spokane Canoe & Kayak Club 
P.O. Box 819 
Spokane, WA 99210 

Steep Creek Films 
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard 
Austin, TX 78756 

Texas Whitewater Assoc. 
P.O. Drawer 5429 
Austin, TX 78763 

Three Rivers Paddling Club 
c/o Bany Adams 
81 1 Smokey Wood Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 1521 8 

Toledo River Gang 
c/o Mike Sidell 
626 Louisiana Avenue 
Penysburg, OH 43551 

Triad River Runners 
P.O. Box 24094 
Winston-Salem, NC 271 14-4094 

U. of Maine at Machias 
Library 
9 O'Brien Ave. 
Machias, ME 04654 

University of Tennessee 
Canoe & H i n g  Club 
2106 Andy Hoit Avenue 
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900 

University of Utah 
Outdoor Recreation Program 
Building 420 
Salt Lake, UT 841 12 

Viking Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 32263 
Louisville, KY 40232 

Washington Kayak Club 
P.O. Box 24264 
Seattle, WA 98124-0264 

Waterline 
d o  Irv Tolles 
103 Bay Street 
Manchester, NH 03104 

West Virginia Wildwater Assoc. 
P.O. Box 8413 
S. Charleston, WV 25303 

Western Carolina Paddlers 
P.O. Box 8541 
Asheville, NC 28814 

Willamette Kayak & Canoe Club 
P.O. Box 1062 
Cornallis, OR 97339 

Zoar Valley Paddling Club 
C/O Ken Ahlstrom 
46 Albany Avenue 
Dunkirk. NY 14048 



personalities are also accepted. Pieces 
that incorporate humor are especially 
welcome. Open boating and rafting sto- 
ries are welcome. 

The editorial staff of American 
Whitewater carefully reviews all mate- 
rial submitted for publication. We are 
particularly interested in receiving full 
length feature articles, conservation and 
club news, special event announcements, 
articles pertaining to whitewater safety 
and short, humorous pieces. 

Articles should fit our established 
format; that is, they should be stylisti- 
cally pattered to fit into our Features, 
AWA Briefs, Conservation Currents, 
Safety Lines, Humor or End Notes sec- 
tions. Exceptional photographs and 
whitewater cartoons are also welcomed. 

If possible articles should be submit- 
ted using Wordperfect on a 5 1/4" single 
sided flexible disc. Please use the stan- 
dard Wordperfect default settings; do not 
alter the margin or spacing parameters. 
If you use a different word processing 
program and/ or smaller disks, send us 
one anyway ... we may be able to transfer 
it to our files. Send a printed copy of the 
article, as well. 

Those without access to a word pro- 
cessor may submit their articles typed. 
Please double space. 

Photos may be submitted as slides, 
black or white prints or color prints. 
Keep your originals and send us dupli- 
cates if possible; we can not guarantee 
the safe return of vour nictures. If vou 

want us to return your pictures, include 
a self addressed stamped envelope with 
your submission. Because we publish in 
black and white, photos with a lot of con- 
trast work best. 

American Whitewater Feature ar- 
ticles should relate to some aspect of 
whitewater boating. Please do not submit 
articles pertaining to sea kayaking or 
flatwater. The best features have a defi- 
nite slant ... or theme. They are not 
merely chronological recountings of 
river trips. 

Open the story with an eye catching 
lead, perhaps by telling an interesting an. 
ecdote. Dialogue should be used to 
heighten the reader's interest. Don't just 
tell us about the river ... tell us about the 
people on the river ... develop them as 
characters. Feature articles should not 
be written in the style of a local club 
newsletter. 

If you are writing about a commonly 
paddled river, your story should be told 
from a unique perspective. Articles 
about difficult, infrequently paddled or 
exotic rivers are given special consider- 
ation. But we are also interested in well 
written, unusual articles pertaining to 
class I11 and IV rivers as well. Feature 
stories do not have to be about a specific 
river. Articles about paddling tech- 
niaues. the river environment and river 

Don't be afraid to let your personality 
shine through and don't be afraid to poke 
a little fun at yourself. .. and your pad- 
dling partners. 

Profanity should be used only when it 
is absolutely necessary to effectively tell 
a story; it is not our intent to intention- 
ally offend our more sensitive members 
and readers. 

Please check all facts carefully, par- 
ticularly those regarding individuals, 
government agencies and corporations 
involved in river access and environmen- 
tal matters. You are legally responsible 
for the accuracy of such material. Make 
sure names are spelled correctly and 
river gradients and distances are cor- 
rectly calculated. 

Articles will be edited at the discre- 
tion of the editors to fit our format, 
length and style. Expect to see changes 
in your article. 

The American Whitewater 
is non-profit; the editors and contributors 
to American Whitewater are not reim- 
bursed. On rare occasions, by prear- 
rangement, professional writers receive 
a small honorarium when they submit 
stories at our request. Generally, our 
contributors do not expect payment, 
since most are members of the AWA, 
which is a volunteer conservation and 
safety organization. 

- We have it all; equipment for paddlers 

- Fantastic 
- Great Prices! 

Give us a 
call ... BACK COUNTRY 

SKI AND SPORTS 
37 10 South Main Street 

- > ' 
% -4 

Blacksburg, Va 24060 
pip ,w 5,- (703) 552-6400 10-8 M+, 165 Sat 

In the middle of the world, at the foot of the majestic 
Andes, among the headwaters of the mighty Amazon River 
lies some of the most spectacular whitewater on the planet. 

R3OS e@&ADOR invites you to be one of the first to 
come and explore what may soon be the next world renown 
white water destination. 

Expeditions for Intermediate, Advanced and Expert paddlers. 

For Itineraries and Dates contact our U.S. office at: 
R30S MUADOR 

P.O. Box 1 14 Index, WA 98256 Tel./ Fax (206) 793- 1705 
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OMAHA 
AND THE 
INDIAN 
PRINCESS 

by Jonathan Katz I 
The waterfall was at least a hundred 

feet high, and the chaos at its base was 
shrouded in mist. But the approach to 
the lip was absolutely smooth and still, 
the horizon line sharp as a knife, as 
though the world ended and the paddler 
would fall off. Which was, Omaha 
thought, a prevalent theory at that time, 
the time being the late 1600's. 

He glanced down at his reflection in 
the still water and was stunned by the 
perfection of what he saw. He had hair, 
for one thing, instead of the receding fuzz 
he'd been chasing toward the top of his 
head for years. Real hair, long and thick 
and blonde, hanging to his shoulders and 
framing deep set, ocean blue eyes, a 
straight-and-narrow Anglo-Saxon nose 
unbroken by bar brawls, and an iron jaw. 
He looked like a medieval knight-errant, 
a demigod, a genuine colonial conqueror 
stud-hoss. The Disney artists had fixed 
every flaw, made him ultimately male. It 
was better than plastic surgery. 

Omaha tore his eyes away from his 
face long enough to take a gander at his 
body. The cartoonists had fixed that too, 
added four inches to his height, gotten 
rid of his small but thickening beer 
paunch, beefed up his arms. In life 
Omaha's arms were wiry and strong, but 
here, in cartoonland, he had Bunyan 
arms, Schwarzenegger arms, a major 
league set of guns indeed. He flexed, and 
his biceps erupted in stages; coconuts of 
muscle steaming like live volcanoes. 

Omaha brought his keen blue eyes 
back to the brink of the waterfall. To hell 
with scouting, he decided. With arms 
like these and a body like this what could 
go wrong? 

The equipment, for one thing. Omaha 
ordinarily ran hundred-foot waterfalls in 
a Dagger Impulse, a modern whitewater 

canoe specially designed for such de- 
scents. The animators expected him to 
run the drop in a crude contraption made 
of birch bark lashed together with 
strings cut from the skin of a moose, and 
no flotation. What were they, on drugs? 

Go for it, the director said, or we'll get 
somebody else. 

OMAHA KNELT IN THE 

CENTER OF THE BOAT, 

FEELING THE FLOOR FLEX 

UNDER HIS KNEES. OH 

WELL, AT LEAST ITS A ONE 

HALF A DOZEN POWERFUL 

STROKES OF HIS PADDLE HE 

LAUNCHED THE BARK CA- 

NOE OVER THE BRINK OF 

THE WATERFALL, 
It was a very high waterfall, and he 

was nowhere near the bottom when he 
knew he had to take action. First the ca- 
noe sprouted wings, but these were torn 
off by the force of the falling water. Then 
he pulled the ripcord. A tiny parachute 
popped out of the stern, but caught on a 
branch and ripped away. Still falling at 
breathtaking speed, he tossed out the an- 
chor, which caught in the rock on the 
face of the falls and braked him to an 
abrupt, jolting stop. He hung straight 
down, tons of water hurtling past him, 
while the animators drew a closeup of 
the rope stretching, fraying, finally snap- 
ping with a jerk that sent him and his 
watercraft tumbling end over end to the 
base of the falls. No doubt about it, he 
was going to crash and burn this time. 

The canoe crashed into the base of 
the falls and burst into a great billowing 
ball of red flame. The force of the explo- 
sion blasted his body back up to the top 
of the waterfall and beyond, high into the 
sky. Still he rose, seeing the planet 
shrink before him to a ball the size of a 
basketball, then a baseball, then a tiny 
pinpoint of light. Then the force of the 
blast dissipated and he hung weightless 
in space for an instant. The Gremlin 
flew past him and waved. 

"Yikes!" Omaha said, and began to 
fall again, gaining speed rapidly as the 
earth grew from tiny point of light to 
baseball to basketball to beachball and 
bigger, to the inevitable collision with 
the precise point of his departure. 

Teach me not to scout, Omaha 
thought, as his charred and bruised body 
slammed into the boulders at the base of 
the falls, punching a twenty foot crater in 
the riverbed. 

Omaha crawled out. Miraculously he 
was fine, totally unharmed, skin unblem- 
ished, every hair in place as he surveyed 
his situation from the cavern behind the 
thundering waterfall. He looked out 
through the misty veil of the falls into the 
lush green forest beyond. And he gasped! 

There, sitting on a rock in the sun- 
shine, holding a bright yellow butterfly 
on the back of her hand, was the most 
beautiful Indian princess Omaha had 
ever seen. She had midnight eyes that 
flashed like opals and wondrous cheek- 
bones and a mouth to die for, all framed 
by thick lustrous black braids that hung 
to her waist. He stared at her, his heart 
fluttering, and through the film of falling 
water she sensed his presence. Her gaze 
met his, and she smiled, and in that in- 
stant their hearts connected and were as 
one. 

He walked through the waterfall to- 
ward her and she rose to greet him. Her 
eyes gleamed and her skin was the color 
of a new penny with the shine buffed off. 
She smiled shyly and spoke. 

"My name is Pocahontas," she said. 
"Poke you who?" replied Omaha, 

lovestruck. 
"Pocahontas, daughter of Powhatan, 

the chief of our tribe. What's your 
name?" 

Omaha nearly blurted out the truth, 
then bit his tongue, realizing he needed 
an alias. If his paddling buddies from 
Pittsburgh ever found out he'd smoked 
too much bhang and got stuck inside an 
animated feature film they'd be merci- 
less. Elmer. Porky. The nicknames 
would never end. God, Dumbo! Name, 
name, he must have a name. Omaha 
racked his brains and suddenly it came to 
him. 

"Smith," he said. "John Smith." 
There. That would fool 'em. 

"You are a beautiful man, John 
Smith," she said, reaching for his hand. 
"Come away with me to my village." 

For the first time Omaha took his 
eyes off hers, long enough to check out 
her bod. She was young, but she was not 
small. In fact, she had one serious build 
on her, entirely too much haunch and 
melon for family entertainment. Out of 
control now, Omaha's body stirred. Mer- 
cifully, the scene ended. 

Pocahontas led Omaha to her village, 
pausing once to chat with a raccoon and 
once to have a philosophical discussion 
with an enormous old weeping willow. 
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Omaha was bedazzled. He could not tear 
his eyes off her, and the strange behavior 
of the Indian princess made perfect sense 
to him. So she talks to trees? Not a prob- 
lem. 

As soon as he saw Powhatan Omaha 
smelled trouble. He had never gotten 
along with any of his girlfriends' fathers. 
The moment they saw the waterbed in 
his van they grabbed their daughters and 
ran. Even the dumbest of them put two 
and two together with Pentium speed. 
Powhatan was no exception. In fact he 
was worse than usual. The Chief was six 
inches taller and fifty pounds heavier 
than Omaha, and he had pecs like man- 
hole covers and carried a hatchet. 

Powhatan glared at Omaha, disgusted 
and enraged. 

"Its a racial thing, isn't it," Omaha 
said. "You don't want your daughter dat- 
ing a white guy." 

"Its a money thing, punk," Powhatan 
replied. "You don't deserve a share of the 
casino profits." 

Powhatan and the tribal elders cau- 
cused for a long time while Omaha 
waited patiently, tied to a stake. Finally 
they decided not to burn him alive, and 
let him go. 

"You are banished, paleface. And so 
is my daughter, for disgracing my camp 
by bringing you here. Take her, and one 
canoe, and get your ass downriver before 
I change my mind and roast you for 
lunch." 

The chief led Omaha and Pocahontas 
to a canoe which had been scooped out of 
a single, giant oak log. He shoved them 
out into the swift current and raised both 
middle fingers in the universal gesture of 
farewell. 

Omaha fought the dugout canoe down 
the raging rapids. Compared to 
birchbark this thing is a real pig, he 
thought. Pocahontas sat in front of him 
like a silver hood ornament on a Mack 
truck as the thousand pound dugout 
crashed through endless standing waves 
and souse holes. The boat was nearly im- 
possible to steer, but it had tremendous 
momentum, and it gradually gained 
Omaha's respect. Finally he nodded 
admiringly. Best design I've ever seen 
for straight-out hole punching. Long, 
narrow, weighs a ton, nothing for a hole 
to get a bite on. It just slices through, 
like a torpedo running downstream. 

He thought about trying some 
freestyle tricks, sidesurfing, enders, but a 
twenty foot hollow log didn't seem to 
have much potential as a rodeo boat. He 
doubted it could do a mystery move, and 
besides, there was the girl to think of. 
She sat in the bow, looking exquisite with 
her bosom thrust out, and talked to all of 
her insect friends while the river crashed 
and roared around her. Once a little red 
haired mermaid girl swam over to visit, 
wearing nothing but a seashell bra. She 
was a delectable piece of tail, but Omaha 

A AND THE INDIAN PRINCE 
was too busy paddling to make time, and 
besides, he was in love. 

After Omaha got used to the ballistic 
tendencies of the boat he relaxed, enjoy- 
ing himself at the helm. No worries. 
Like Pumbaa his warthog buddy used to 
say, "Hakoona Matata!" Suddenly he 
stopped paddling, mort

ifi

ed at his mis- 
take. Wrong movie, he thought. 

After rapids that seemed endless they 
finally came to flatwater, then tidal 
marsh as the river spilled into the ocean. 
In the distance Omaha could see the 
three masts of the ship that would take 
him home. He paddled alongside and 
delicately helped Pocahontas over the 
rail. 

There came a sudden, bellowing roar. 
"Get off my ship, John Smith, and leave 
the wench with me!" It was Governor 
Ratcliff, the maximum leader of the expe- 
dition. Ratcliff was a big, gross, wild 
man dressed in black boots and a swash- 
buckling redcoat, whose tastes ran to 
blood and gold. 

"No, Ratcliff, you pig," Omaha re- 
plied, not knowing what he was about to 
receive. 

"Then I challenge you to a duel," 
Ratcliff shouted. "Pistols at ten paces!" 

Now those of you who are regular 
readers know that Kenneth Omaha is 
perhaps the best practical marksman in 
the world, deadly accurate with the nine 
millimeter automatic he prefers. But 
that work is done with cartridges and 
clips and the finest of modern small 
arms. When Ratcliff handed Omaha an 
ancient smoothbore flintlock muzzle 
loader, our hero was clueless. 

Ratcliff marched off ten paces and 
busily started to load his weapon, while 
Omaha scratched his head and pondered. 
Once, a river of tequila ago, he'd seen a 
man shoot a musket in a Memorial Day 
Parade. Now he struggled to recall the 
details of the firing sequence. First, he 
bit the end off a paper cartridge, getting a 
mouthful of gunpowder in the process. It 
tasted vile, and the grains got stuck be- 
tween his teeth when he tried to spit 
them out. He dumped the rest of the pow- 
der down the barrel of the gun, and then 
he stumbled full force into the funda- 
mental question that forever plagued all 
musketeers: ball or wad? 

For the life of him (and that was ex- 
actly what was on the line) Omaha 
couldn't remember. Do you put the bullet 
in first, or the wadding in first? Finally 
he decided on the wadding, and he stuffed 
it down the barrel with the little ramrod 
thingamajig just as Ratcliff finished load- 
ing and started dumping powder into his 
priming pan. 

Nervous now, Omaha fumbled for a 
bullet. But the little half-inch lead ball 
was round, and it slipped out of his fin- 
gers and started to roll across the deck. 
Omaha bent to retrieve it just as Ratcliff 
fired. KABOOM! The round missed him 

by inches. 
Ratcliff has to reload, Omaha 

thought. To hell with it. He gave up chas- 
ing the little ball and threw the pistol 
into the sea. Then he drew his cutlass 
and charged. 

The cutlass was a great, unwieldy 
chunk of curved iron, far too heavy and 
clumsy for infighting. Omaha took one 
full swing and almost spun to his knees 
under the momentum. Ratcliff s blade 
whistled by his ear. Omaha barely got his 
sword up in time to parry the return 
blow. The blades clanged hard, and the 
sting of the impact ran up Omaha's 
hands, numbing them to the elbows. He 
was clearly not cut out to be a swords- 
man, and in a matter of seconds Ratcliff 
would realize this and hack him to 
pieces. 

Panic-stricken, Omaha cast away the 
cutlass. He reached behind him for the 
one familiar piece of equipment at hand, 
the one item his agent had absolutely in- 
sisted that he take with him, the one item 
Disney's authenticity censors had caved 
on in the name of Omaha's personal 
safety. In an instant Omaha's fingers 
Locked around the familiar oval epoxy 
shaft of his Conception Melody canoe 
paddle, two pounds of space-age plastic 
between him and maniac Ratcliffs whis- 
tling blade. 

Omaha raised the paddle high over 
his head and swung down with all his 
strength, driving the edge of the blade 
deep into Ratcliff s skull. The force of the 
blow split Ratcliff to the 'nads, ruining 
his day. Methodically with the flat of the 
blade Omaha proceeded to beat Ratcliff 
to splatter, teaching him with each 
smash of the paddle to never - ever - mess 
- with - the - woman - of a - New - England 
- creek - boater - again. By the time he 
was finished Ratcliff looked like peanut 
butter and jelly on white. The crew 
cheered lustily and Omaha was quite 
sure that Ratcliff wouldn't make that 
mistake again for all the tea in Boston. 

The last scene was the prettiest. 
Omaha stood on deck with his arm 
around Pocahontas' slender waist as the 
ship headed east under full sail, bound 
for London. Behind it on towlines 
bobbed two canoes, the dugout for big wa- 
ter and the birchbark for creeking. 
Omaha thought about spending the two 
month voyage locked in the great cabin 
with Pocahontas, and he smiled in antici- 
pation. And he thought of spring flood in 
the Scottish Highlands with glee. There 
would be rivers to run, and dragons to 
slay. Maybe even an Eskimo, crossing 
from Greenland, looking to sell a kayak. 
The sun sank blazing on the western ho- 
rizon. Great color! 

"OK, cut. That's a wrap." 
Th, Th, Th, That's all, folks! 
O Jonathan Katz, July 29,1995 
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