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American Whitewater exists to help whitewater enthusiasts 
like you protect outstanding whitewater rivers, and the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act is one of the strongest tools we have. 
2018 marks the 50th anniversary of this important law, and 
over the next 2 years we will be focusing our efforts on 
securing new Wild and Scenic protections for some of our 
best freely flowing whitewater rivers.

This anniversary offers an incredible opportunity for the 
paddling community to build positive awareness, support 
and activism around the need to grow this one-of-a-kind 
system. We are celebrating 50 years of Wild and Scenic 
Rivers through a bold vision–aiming to protect well over 
1,000 miles of freely flowing rivers and streams by the end 
of 2018. We see opportunities to make a lasting impact 
through new designations in Congress, as well as increasing 
protections through National Forest and Bureau of Land 
Management planning efforts.

American Whitewater’s small professional staff offers an 
authentic and thoughtful voice wherever decisions are being 
made that affect whitewater rivers. We work regionally so 
our staff can be active members of the local community and 
engage directly with inspiring paddlers and clubs. Always 
lean and energetic, American Whitewater is well positioned 
to do great work for Wild and Scenic rivers and much more 
in the coming year.

As you determine your charitable gifts for the end of the 
year, please consider the value that American Whitewater’s 
work brings to you and the whitewater paddling community. 
We are pleased to share some of the exciting projects we see 
on the horizon, and are counting on your continued support 
to ensure success for whitewater enthusiasts across the 
country and the rivers we love.  

American Whitewater is working hard to ensure that Vermont’s Green River continues 
to offer paddling opportunities under a new plan for dam releases. | Photo: Scott Gilbert
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NORTHEAST
American Whitewater will be focused on protecting and restoring 
flows and recreation opportunities on rivers impacted by hydropower 
projects for the rest of 2016 and into 2017. The state of Vermont 
recently issued a decision to restrict whitewater boating opportunities 
on the Green River at the Morrisville Hydropower project. We filed an 
appeal of the decision this fall, and will be seeing that through into 
next year. We’ll also be working to restore flows to rivers dewatered 
by hydropower in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, and to protect 
rivers in Connecticut and in the Green Mountains as Wild and Scenic. 

MID ATLANTIC
Lowners are suing the Commonwealth of Virginia seeking to end 
the public right to paddle Johns Creek, which is one of Virginia’s 
recreational treasures. American Whitewater has secured legal 
representation to defend paddlers’ rights in court in the months and 
perhaps years ahead. This case could be precedent setting, and we 
aim to secure a great outcome like we did in South Carolina earlier this 
year. At the same time we’ll continue our advocacy for flow releases in 
the New River Dries and improved river access around Harpers Ferry, 
WV.  

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Throughout the Pacific Northwest, American Whitewater has been 
working to protect large landscapes and the whitewater rivers that flow 
through them. We’ve been advocating for Wilderness and Wild and 
Scenic protections on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula, and in Oregon, 
we’re seeking to permanently protect the wild Owyhee Canyonlands and 
safeguard the pristine and clear waters of the Kalmiopsis region (North Fork 
Smith, Baldface Creek, Rough and Ready Creek, Illinois) from the threats 
of mining. With your support, in the coming months we’ll focus on these 
initiatives as Congress wraps up. In addition, we are working on several 
access issues including rolling up our sleeves to address the loss of access 
to whitewater on private timberlands.

American Whitewater is working with local boaters to defend 
the right to paddle rivers in Virginia. | Photo: Seth Lively

In California, American Whitewater is working to make sure the Mosquito 
Road Bridge replacement does not impede access to the Slab Creek 

run of the South Fork American River. | Photo: Dave Steindorf

The Upper Twin Creek in Montana is one of several new rivers American 
Whitewater is working to designate as Wild and Scenic. | Photo: Kevin Colburn
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CALIFORNIA
River access will continue to be a high priority in California into 2017. 
As we celebrate the first year of releases on the Slab Creek reach 
on the South Fork American River, access to this run is in jeopardy. 
El Dorado County is planning to build a new bridge across the river 
and has proposed to eliminate the boater access and parking that 
currently exists at the old bridge. As we face this new access challenge, 
we're looking forward to the completion of some long-standing ones, 
including on the Feather River, where boaters will soon enjoy safer 
river access below the Rock Creek Dam. With your support, American 
Whitewater will stay fully engaged throughout the state to ensure 
paddlers have both flows and access on California's rivers.

NORTHERN ROCKIES
The coming few months mark a critical window in our efforts to 
protect the last, best streams in the Northern Rockies. American 
Whitewater will be working with paddlers to advocate for Wild and 
Scenic River protections through National Forest planning in Idaho’s 
Clearwater drainage and numerous watersheds in Montana. We’ll also 
be asking you to voice your support for new legislation to designate 
numerous new Wild and Scenic Rivers in the region. The potential to 
conserve rivers on this large of a scale may not be on the table again 
for decades, and we are going big!  

In Oregon, American Whitewater is working with our partners to permanently 
protect the wild Owyhee Canyonlands. | Photo: Tom O'Keefe

SOUTHERN ROCKIES
The end of 2016 presents several opportunities for American 
Whitewater and our affiliates to reach conclusion on a campaign to 
protect Colorado’s Dolores River below McPhee Dam. We will be 
working to finalize legislation to protect this unique and stunning river 
canyon using special designations, while ensuring that opportunities 
to restore flows below the dam remain intact in the process. We’ll 
be asking for your voices to ensure that the interests of whitewater 
paddlers and river health are included in the legislation. With your 
help, we can create permanent protection for the river and balance 
the needs of local communities and the environment–an effort that 
has been nearly 40 years in the making!

SOUTHEAST
American Whitewater is working to ensure that paddling is protected 
and enhanced across the National Forests of North Carolina. We will 
continue to advocate for Forest Plans that are recreation-friendly 
and include whitewater rivers as eligible for Wild and Scenic River 
designation. At the same time, in the coming months we will continue 
our work to expand releases on the Cheoah River (NC) and protect 
releases on the Ocoee River (TN). With your help we’ll continue to 
make the Southeast an outstanding place to be a boater! 

Protecting existing releases on Tennessee’s Ocoee River is a priority for 
American Whitewater in 2017. | Photo: Kyle Koeberlein
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SUPPORT AMERICAN WHITEWATER TODAY!
Join or make a donation today! Our Stewardship work is 
possible only through your support, and your financial 
contribution plays a vital role in protecting and restoring 
the special rivers that you love. We are a lean and efficient 
organization–79 cents of every dollar goes directly to our river 
stewardship work. With your support, we will lean forward 
and meet the challenges ahead.

Please consider making a year-end, tax-deductible donation to 
American Whitewater. Everything you’ll need is included with 
this letter. Thanks for your support!

Online 
We’ve totally revamped our donation page to 
make online giving more user friendly! Check it 
out at: https://americanwhitewater.org/donate

Mail 
Just fill out the enclosed reply form and return it in 
the envelope provided.

Phone 
Call us at 1-866-262-8429.

SUPPORT AMERICAN WHITEWATER!
Please support American Whitewater by 

becoming a member or making a donation 
today! Our stewardship projects protect and 

restore flows for healthy rivers and recreation, 
and your tax-deductible donation will keep 

our river stewardship program running strong. 
Thanks! You can join, renew your membership 
or make a donation with the enclosed forms, 

or online at: americanwhitewater.org/join and 
americanwhitewater.org/donate. 

American Whitewater recently received our sixth straight 4-Star rating (the highest 
possible) from Charity Navigator for our financial practices and transparency. Only 3% 
of the charities Charity Navigator rates have received at least five consecutive 4-Star 
evaluations, showing that American Whitewater outperforms most other 
charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity Navigator 
differentiates American Whitewater from our peers and demonstrates our 
commitment to best management practices. This means that you can be assured that 
your donation will be put to good use and result in tangible gains for river stewardship! 
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American Whitewater is working on a campaign to permanently protect 
Colorado's Dolores River below McPhee Dam. | Photo: Evan Stafford


