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Several California rivers with important restored flows 
like the Pit River (pictured) may be impacted by Pacific 
Gas & Electric’s formally filing for bankruptcy. American 

Whitewater will be monitoring the situation closely to 
protect our whitewater releases across the State. | Photo: 

We’re building on our Wild and Scenic success from last 
year to build the coalition and design the legislation that 
would designate the Nolichucky River (NC/TN) | Photo: 

Thomas O'Keefe

American Whitewater is working to ensure that potential changes to the 
storied Russell Fork River (KY/VA) release schedule enhance recreation 
opportunities on this whitewater classic. | Photo: Sarah Ruhlen

PROTECTING WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS 
We are riding a wave of enthusiasm with our new Wild and Scenic 
Rivers across the country and working hard on the next suite of rivers 
to go before Congress. In our trips to Washington DC we are laying the 
groundwork for hearings on the next set of Wild and Scenic bills. We 
will be prioritizing passage of the Wild Olympics Act, and introduction 
of new Wild and Scenic legislation for 37 rivers in Montana and the 
Southeast’s Nolichucky River. At the same time thousands of miles 
of streams are under consideration for protection as Wild and Scenic 
Eligible through National Forest Plans in California, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, and North Carolina. We’ll need your help to make a case for 
all these deserving rivers and streams. 

PROTECTING PUBLIC LANDS AND RIVERS
While Oregon Wildlands was passed as part of the John D. Dingell, Jr. 
Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act, important provisions 
were stripped out of the bill and plenty of unfinished business 
remains in the Kalmiopsis region. Earlier this year, Senator Wyden 
(OR) and Representative Blumenauer (OR) hosted a listening session 
in Portland to set the stage for what’s next. With your support, we 
will continue working with their offices and the rest of the Oregon 
delegation to finish the job of permanently protecting the Rogue, 
Illinois, and North Fork Smith Rivers. In Washington State, American 
Whitewater is working with several conservation and recreation 
groups to explore opportunities for an initiative focused on protecting 
the upper watersheds of the Salish Sea. Rivers like the Skykomish 
and Snoqualmie have seen the most recent hydropower threats 
but proposals for dewatering headwaters of the Nooksack, Skagit, 
and Stillaguamish have all been considered and are likely to emerge 
again. Our goal is to permanently protect these free-flowing rivers. In 
Colorado we’ll be working to make sure there’s an outcome amenable 
to boaters for the Bureau of Land Management’s proposed plan in 
changes to the management of Gore Canyon and Pumphouse on the 
Upper Colorado River.

PROTECTING WATER QUALITY
American Whitewater is working to protect our rivers from the harmful 
effects of pollution and hydropower generation on water quality. Through 
our work to make sure the Clean Water Act functions as it was intended 
to, we’re rallying the recreation community to ask that the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) do more to protect our public health and clean 
water, not less. From battling the proposed rollback of federal regulations 
that would endanger the quality of the water we play in and ⅓ of the 
country’s drinking water, to defending the essential role that the states 
play in enforcing the Clean Water Act’s protections for river wildlife and 
recreation, we’re at the forefront of efforts to preserve our treasured rivers.

ACCESS TO RIVERS AND THE VALUE OF OUTDOOR 
RECREATION
Earlier this year, our Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director Thomas 
O’Keefe was invited to testify before Congress on the topic of outdoor 
recreation. In his remarks before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, Tom made the case for prioritizing outdoor recreation on public 
lands as an essential public value. As we served in a leadership capacity to 
shape a bipartisan public lands package over the past year, we now see an 
opportunity to develop an outdoor recreation package. With your support, 
our goal will be to work with Congress to provide land and river managers 
with more tools and the resources to use those tools to sustainably 
manage our nation’s river resources and the lands they flow through. 
We’re also joining forces with states, industry partners and outfitters to 
create state offices of outdoor recreation that will promote the benefits 
of outdoor recreation on the economy and quality of life. Eight states have 
already created state offices, and we’ll be working to expand this effort to 

Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director Thomas 
O’Keefe testifying before the Senate Energy and 

Natural Resources Committee. | Photo: Caleb Hargett

The Mongaup River (NY) is among a number of rivers in the 
Northeast which American Whitewater is working hard to 
restore flows on during hydropower renewal processes. 

| Photo: Oscar Wellington

The Gorge on the West Fork Humptulips (WA), a river that would 
be among 19 new Wild and Scenic Rivers designated through the 
Wild Olympics legislation. | Photo: Kevin Colburn
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American Whitewater is advocating for the restoration of the original boundaries of Bears Ears and 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monuments, which significantly reduced protections for the 
San Juan (pictured), Colorado, Paria and Escalante rivers. This loss of designated lands opened 
this incredible landscape and its remarkable cultural and historic resources to resource extraction 
and degradation through lack of a comprehensive management plan. | Photo: Evan Stafford

#stewardshipgoals2021

SUPPORT AMERICAN WHITEWATER TODAY!

Online 
Donate online at:                               
americanwhitewater.org/donate

Mail 
Just fill out the enclosed reply form and              
return it in the envelope provided.

Phone 
Call us at 1-866-262-8429.

Join or make a donation today! Our stewardship work is possible only through your support, and your financial contribution 
plays a vital role in protecting and restoring the special rivers that you love. We are a lean and efficient organization – 
87% of every dollar we receive goes directly to our river stewardship work. We recently received our eleventh straight 
4-star rating (the highest possible) from Charity Navigator for our financial practices and transparency. This “exceptional” 
designation from Charity Navigator means American Whitewater outperforms most other charities in the nation and 
demonstrates our commitment to best management practices. It means you can rest assured your donation will be put 
to good use and result in tangible gains for river stewardship! With your support, we will lean forward and meet the 
challenges ahead.

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to American Whitewater. 
Everything you’ll need is included with this letter. Thanks for your support!

11 Straight 4-Star Ratings
Membership Driven River Stewardship 

since 1954

Scan here to watch our regional spring update videos  

Over 1,000 miles new 
Wild & Scenic River 
designations (CA, WA)

 Over 4 million acres 
landscape protections for 

rivers (AZ, CO, OR, CA, WA)

Reinstate over 30 Reinstate over 30 
miles of protected miles of protected 
rivers in National rivers in National 
Monuments  (UT)Monuments  (UT)

 Over 100 miles of 
flow restored to rivers 

across the nation

Secure access for 
Little White and White 
Salmon River (WA)

 Protect antidegradation 
state water quality 

standards (CO)
Communicate river 
stewardship through 
native eyes

 Protect the public 
right to access           

rivers (NM)

Reverse rule changes that 
weakened the Clean Water 
Act and Environmental 
Protection Agency

 Protect and enehance 
whitewater releases for over 

100 miles of river in Black 
River Basin hydropower 

relicenisngs (NY)
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We’re working on a number of Wild and Scenic projects, including for the Nolichucky (pictured, 
NC/TN), the Gila (NM), and hundreds of miles of rivers in Montana (Montana Headwaters), 
that still need a strong push to either get to the floor of Congress or that have already been 
introduced and need to make their way back to Congress. | Photo: David House

The Mongaup River (NY) is among a number of rivers in the 
Northeast which American Whitewater is working hard to 
restore flows on during hydropower renewal processes. 

| Photo: Mark Zakutansky
Earlier this year the Wild Olympics bill was introduced 

in Congress and we’re now working to move it to a 
vote and the Wild and Scenic designation of hundreds 

of miles of rivers like the South Sol Duc River on the 
Olympic Peninsula (WA). | Photo: Thomas O'Keefe

The city of Seattle is currently seeking a renewal of their license to oper-
ate the hydroelectric projects on the Skagit River system and we see an 
opportunity to reexamine our relationship to the river, the tribes who live 
there, and our community commitment to salmon recovery.  | Photo by Tom 
O'Keefe

A new dam license for Utah's Weber River includes four Saturday pad-
dling releases each year, and flow information, access, and fish passage 
enhancements. American Whitewater will participate in the development of 
a recreation plan and releases begin in 2022. | Photo: DylanTaggert

American Whitewater is spearheading efforts to protect our rivers from pollut-
ants. Restoring the central role of states in protecting rivers under the Clean 

Water Act, strengthening and fighting attempts to weaken states water quality 
standards, and reinstating protections for headwater streams and wetlands 
are all priorities for our organization and essential to maintaining the clean 

water we all love to play in. Chetco River (OR) | Photo : Zach Collier

The Protecting America’s Wilderness and Public Lands Act passed in the 
House and now we’re pushing to move this package of bills with over a 

1,000 miles of Wild and Scenic designations and landscape protections for 
the Grand Canyon (AZ), Dolores (CO), Illinois (OR) and Smith rivers (OR/

CA) through the Senate. Wild Olympics | Photo by Chris Korbulic

Federal relicensing of 21 hydropower dams in the Adirondacks began 
this spring on the Moose, Beaver, and Black rivers, home to iconic 

whitewater boating runs treasured by paddlers throughout the north-
east. For the next six years, AW will be fighting to protect and expand 

recreation opportunities on these rivers and improve their ecological 
health. Beaver River (NY) | Photo Orlando Monaco

American Whitewater along with other environmental advocates, Tribes, and 
21 states and territories, filed suit against the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy last year and we’re continuing to pursue this challenge to new regulations 
that would significantly affect our ability to protect water quality and secure 
scheduled whitewater releases below hydropower dams. New scheduled 
whitewater releases on the New River (WV). | Photo Kevin Colburn

Even without the ability to meet in person on Capitol Hill, American White-
water is finding creative ways to connect with Congress and the executive 
branch to advocate for new Wild and Scenic designations, tackling the 
climate crisis by protecting and restoring rivers, bring back environmental 
reviews and public input to Federal projects and much more. 

American Whitewater is still fighting for the public’s constitutionally pro-
tected right to access rivers and streams in New Mexico. We’re hoping for 
a positive result for access rights in current Supreme Court litigation and 
we also managed to help beat back two ballot initiatives introduced in an 
attempt to preempt this court decision. | Photo: Scott Carpenter


